
North Gay Street, Baltimore). 
Join the BCHD and their part-
ners for breakfast; a musical 
performance by Davon Flem-
ing; storytelling; the official 
launch of the Undetectable = 
Untransmittable (U = U) cam-
paign; and invited speakers 
including officials from Balti-
more City, the Maryland State 
Department of Health, and 
the National Alliance of State 
and Territorial AIDS Directors. 
RSVP at Bit.ly/2Q3sGud.

 • 9:30 am – noon – More 
Than Three Decades: Inspir-
ing HIV Discoveries Through 
Basic Science Research, National Li-
brary of Medicine – Lister Hill Auditori-
um (NIH Campus, 9000 Rockville Pike, 
Bethesda). The event will bring together 

loneliness experienced by gay 
men decades before marriage 
equality or “Will & Grace” 
would change the landscape.

It might be easy to reduce the calls to 
something frivolous, and often they were. 
But the need to be treated as a complete 
human being, capable and worthy of affec-
tion and sex that wasn’t perverse or ugly or 
pathological was desperately needed, par-
ticularly for men who were isolated outside 
of major metropolitan areas of the country. 
Trust me, in the early 1980s – and most es-
pecially during the dawn of AIDS – sexual 
fulfillment and genuine self-love was a lot 
harder to come by.

The podcast “Sexing History” recent-
ly invited me on the show to discuss the 
phone sex industry, intimacy, gay desire, 
and how HIV/AIDS altered everything. It 
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—continued on page 4

... Taught me 
about gay men

that predates hook-up apps or even the 
internet. Customers responded to ads in 
the gay skin magazines and, for what we 
would now consider an outrageous fee of 
$42 per call, received a call back from the 
man of their dreams. I became everything 
their suspension of disbelief would allow.

As it turns out, I had a way with words. 
My disembodied voice became so popular 
that I soon opened my own company, Tele-
rotic, and it would become one of the larg-
est gay phone sex companies 
in the business. 
I transformed 
my sooth-
ing tones 
on the 
line into 
w h a t -
e v e r 
m a n 
a 

customer desired when 
they placed the order. A 
competition bodybuilder. 
A leather daddy. A surf-
er dude. A retired minor-league baseball 

player who now works as a 
volunteer firefight-

er.
It gave me 

enormous in-
sight into the 
minds and 

desires of gay 
men. It provid-
ed a window into 
the lives of men 
around the coun-
try and some-
times the planet, 
and into sex, in-
timacy, and the 

Street, Hagerstown). The mayor’s World 
AIDS Day proclamation will be read at the 
opening of the city council meeting to let 

the city know its citi-
zens care about keep-
ing Hagerstown educat-
ed and proactive about 
HIV and AIDS while re-

membering where we’ve come from. Num-
bers make a statement so please attend 
if able. Please stay after the reading for 
potential photo opportunities. More info at 
Bit.ly/2zgvBpQ.

Friday, November 30th
 • 8:30 to 10:30 am – World AIDS Day 

Baltimore, hosted by the City Health De-
partment. War Memorial Building (101 

researchers from across the NIH and other 
experts in the HIV field to discuss the role 
basic scientific research plays in devel-
oping effective treatment and prevention 

—continued on page 12

31st annual 
commemoration

What 5,000 Sex Phone Calls...

By BIll ReDMonD-PAlMeR
Saturday, December 1st marks the 31st 
annual observance of World AIDS Day. It’s 
the perfect time to recommit to the 
fight against HIV, honor those living 
with the virus, and remember those 
who have lost their lives. All listed 
events are free and open to the public.

Tuesday, November 27th 
 • 7 to 7:30 pm – World AIDS Day City 

Proclamation Reading, Hagerstown, City 
Hall, Council Chambers (1 East Franklin 

World AIDS Day 2018 Events

By MARk S. kIng
The number might be a little low. Over the 
course of my “phone fantasy” career in the 
1980s, I spoke to as many as ten custom-
ers in a given day, numbering in the many 
thousands over the years. That’s a lot of 
heavy breathing.

It began when I was a struggling ac-
tor in Los Angeles and needed income. I 
went to work for a gay phone sex company, 
the kind that doesn’t really exist anymore, 

Mary Taylor, Balti-
more OUTloud’s 
associate editor 

and ad director, and 
Adam Romanic, our 
web editor, were in a se-
rious car accident in Wy-
oming last week. Adam was 
thrown from the car, but miraculously 
came through only with scratches. 
Mary had to be airlifted to a hospital in 
Casper. She is nursing a 
badly broken leg, but is 
otherwise on the mend. 
We wish her a speedy 
recovery! t

h
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Supported by funding from IMPACT Baltimore City Health Department Campaign

Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

neWS // LOCAL neWS // LOCAL

Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

Transcending 
Barriers: Get 

Prepped on PrEP
Join AIDS Action Baltimore for a Town Hall 
Meeting on HIV prevention and pre-exposure 
prophylaxis entitled “TRANScending Barriers: 
Quality Sexual Healthcare for the Trans Com-
munity,” on Wednesday, November 28th, at 
6 pm at the Waxter Center (1000 Cathedral 
Street at Eager Street, Baltimore).

The event will include dinner and a forum 
to address the barriers faced by the trans 
community in accessing quality healthcare 
services including PrEP and PEP. A safe 
space will be provided for trans folk to share 
their experiences in various health care set-
tings – and where workers, providers, and 
trans people can talk about the way forward.

The event is free, but please RSVP at 
baltoaids@aol.com to insure enough food. 
For more info, call AIDS Action Baltimore at 
410-837-2437. Organizers say, “You are en-
couraged to bring your friends.” t

New Wave Singers: 
‘Sounds of the 

Season’
Enjoy the “Sounds of the Season” with the 
New Wave Singers, “Maryland’s premier 
GLBT mixed chorus,” and their new artistic 
director Timothy East Gillham, at their two 
holiday concerts on December 1st and 2nd. 
On Saturday, December 1st, the concert will 
begin at 7 pm, at Immanuel United Church 
of Christ (1905 Edmondson Avenue, Catons-
ville). On Sunday, December 2nd, the con-
cert will begin at 4 pm at Grace United Meth-

odist Church (5407 North Charles Street, 
Baltimore).

Tickets in advance are $18 or at the door 
for $20. Folks 17 and under are free. Buy at 
Newwavesingers.org/tickets. For more info, 
it’s Bit.ly/2OLIcGl. t

Manners Manners 
Record Release 

Party
After a long wait, unabashedly queer Bal-
timore-based noise-pop rockers Manners 
Manners are releasing their new EP, First 
in line, on November 27th. “I like to de-
scribe Manners Manners as the Breeders 
if they were fronted by Elvis Costello,” said 
Manners Manners lead guitarist and vocal-
ist Jack Pinder. “It’s cerebral, emotional, 
confrontational songwriting, couched in 
heavy, 90s-influenced power pop.”

The band will host a release party for 
their new record, with guests Homosupe-
rior, Quattracenta, and Hexgirlfriends, on 
Friday, December 7th at Metro Gallery 
(1700 North Charles Street, Baltimore). 
Doors open at 8:30 pm. “We recorded First 
in line in August 2017,” said Pinder, “so its 
definitely very momentous for us to finally 
be able to release this EP and celebrate it 
with this lineup of queer and femme front-
ed bands we love in Baltimore.”

The band isn’t afraid to be as queer 
as they want to be, singing about topics 
ranging from transphobic sexual rejec-
tion, to the perils of hero worship. Man-
ners Manners tackles heavy subjects in 
thoughtful sonic packages. “The three of 
us are queer,” says Pinder, “and we’re very 
interested in the historical, political, and 
creative intersections of rock music and 
queerness.”

Tickets are $11 in advance and $12 
on the day of the show. Tickets available 
at Etix.com/ticket/servlet/s/38174111. All 
ages welcome. For more info visit Bit.
ly/2BeXv6W. Find them on Facebook and 
Instagram @mannersmannersmd, on Twit-
ter @mannersmd, or search on Sound-
cloud. t

– Bill redmond-Palmer

Meet ‘Manners Manners’
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World AIDS Day 2018 Events
tools.  Learn how NIH is working to move 
the world closer to an AIDS-free genera-
tion. RSVP requested to Scgcorp.com/
worldAIDSday2018/Registration. 

 • 11 am to 2 pm – Health is the new 
Wealth, hosted by the African-American 
Health Program (Silver Spring Civic Cen-
ter, 1 Veterans Place, Silver Spring). Sexu-
al health education and resources in a fun, 
safe environment. Music, food, and con-
doms will be in abundance. RSVP at Bit.
ly/2QcB0rG. More info at Bit.ly/2Dx5cqn.

 • 11 am to 3 pm – World AIDS Day 
kick off at Bowie State, Bowie State Uni-
versity (New Student Center – Ballroom A 
– 1400 Jericho Park Road, Bowie). “Join 
a day of awareness, empowerment, and 
education as we work towards eradicating 
HIV/AIDS in our communities.” Free onsite 
confidential HIV testing. RSVP at Bit.ly/2P-
DlLIN. More info at Bit.ly/2Tp1815. 

 • 5:30 to 8:30 pm – Baltimore in Con-
versation event: World AIDS Day, MICA 
Gateway Building, 
the BBOX (1601 
West Mount Roy-
al Avenue, Bal-
timore). “Join a 
one-of-a-kind im-
mersive storytell- ing experience 
with five different couples and five different 
love stories. You’ll meet lovers who sur-
vived HIV/AIDS in the early 80s, or others 
who have loved against all odds. See the 
photo exhibition, listen to their stories, and 
share in the magic of love.” RSVP at: Bit.
ly/2Q5FDDz. More info at Bit.ly/2Bgavcz. 
Contact G. Barrow at 410-396-4448 x208 
or genevieve.barrow@baltimorecity.gov.

 • 7 to 9 pm  –  one Mic one Cause: 
World AIDS Day, Impact Hub Baltimore 
(10 East North Avenue, Baltimore). Open 
mic. “All talent is welcomed! Celebrate 
World AIDS Day with live performances, 
food, resources, HIV and hep C testing, 
and more.” RSVP to Bit.ly/2KgfkoO. Con-
tact: Chanta Gore 443-884-7713 or cgo-
re@parkwestmed.org. 

 • 7 pm to 2 am – Fire and Ice – Free 
kiki and Mainstream Ball (Oxford Event 
Center – 9700 Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Highway, Lanham). “There are two halves 
to this ball. The first half of the ball (Ice) 
is for the KiKi scene and the second half 
(Fire) is for mainstream. Each scene has 
its own separate cash prizes. (No battling 
of the scenes.)” Hosted by Mother Daijah 
Gabbana West and Father Twin Gabbana 

neWS // LOCAL 

—continued from page 1 West. Commentators: DMV Father Kirk 
Marciano Aga and Legendary Snookie 
Juicy 007, with DJ Tony (PlayBoy).Spon-
sored by Heart to Hand. Bit.ly/2QbFMp. 

Saturday, December 1st
 • 9:30 am – World AIDS Day: Remem-

bering our History, Providence Baptist 
Church (1401 Pennsylvania Avenue, Bal-
timore). Contact Thomasine Baskerville at 
410-747-5249 or sisdeac@aol.com.

 • 10 am to 2 pm – World AIDS Day: 
know your Status, hosted by the Prince 
George’s County Health Department 
(Palmer Park Community Center

7720 Barlowe Road, Landover). Con-
tact Rhonda Wallace at 301-583-3170 or 
rkwallace@co.pg.md.us. 

 • 10 am to 2 pm – World AIDS Day 
Commemoration: know your Status, 
hosted by Delta Sigma Theta Baltimore 
Alumnae. Delta Community Center (2501 
Springhill Avenue, Baltimore). Various 
health agencies will be present, and free, 

private, confidential 
HIV testing is of-
fered. More info at 
Bacdst.org.

 • 4:30 to 7 pm – 
Ain’t I a Woman? 
A Conversation 

About Health for Black Women by Black 
Women. “This program will feature three 
dynamic speakers who will discuss the 
importance of physical, mental, and social 
health for the black woman. They will pro-
vide practical and realistic ways that wom-
en can begin taking steps in the direction 
of total health and well-being.” Hosted by 
Mary Bowman and  sponsored by Heart to 
Hand and Busboys and Poets. (5331 Bal-
timore Avenue, Hyattsville). RSVP at Bit.
ly/2zidqA2. More info at Bit.ly/2Dx34Pp.

Sunday, December 2nd
 • 4 to 6 pm – Second Annual World 

AIDS Day gospel Celebration, Metropol-
itan Community Church of Baltimore (401 
West Monument Street). “Many special lo-
cal congregations and musical artists are 
expected. Be numbered in the many that 
will be blessed during this evening of com-
memoration and celebration.”  More info at 
Bit.ly/2Q9B9Mg. Contact 410-669-6222. t

Thanks to carmi Washington-Flood, 
head of the Office of Faith-Based and 
community Partnerships at the maryland 
department of Health and mental Hygiene 
for her assistance in compiling these 
events. 

neWS // LOCAL

Pubic Hair and 
Unique Anatomy 

Tie Statues to 
Michelangelo

Cambridge, england – The Renais-
sance artist Michelangelo has been revealed 
to be the creator of two disputed Rothschild 
bronze statues, thanks to a careful study of 
the statue’s pubic hair, unique toes, and 
killer abs. In an investigation that took al-
most four years, a team of researchers 
supported by the University of Cambridge 
set out to confirm what had been believed 
to be a sensational claim made by a mu-
seum, that two privately owned statues 
were the work of the iconic Michelan-
gelo.

The Fitzwilliam Museum in Cam-
bridge first made its case in 2015, 
about the two statues of muscled, naked 
men mounted on panther-like animals. 
This month, the proof was provided to 
back it up. The bronze statues carry 
significant markers of a Michel-
angelo creation. This includes 

neWS // INTERNATIONAL

unusually shaped feet, with the short big 
toe and outward pointing second toe, that 
is so common in both Michelangelo’s sculp-
tures and drawings. The pubic hair was tied 
to Michelangelo’s work too, because it is 
“rather curly, unruly, and normal,” according 
to Peter Abrahams, a professor of clinical 
anatomy involved in the investigation, the 
Guardian reports. Abrahams believes Mi-

chelangelo studied anatomy and 
the professor noticed details in 
the bronze statues that would 
come from having a good 
knowledge of muscles and the 
human body. Then there are 
the eight-packs the men are 

each sporting, another Michelan-
gelo trademark. 

Scientists in Switzerland also 
used neutron analysis to date the 

pieces to Michelangelo’s era. 
The two bronze men are the 
only known surviving bronze 
works by Michelangelo. They 
are currently privately owned 
but are expected to tour the 
world in the future, while their 
monetary value is sure to sky-
rocket. t (russia Today – at 

rt.com/news/444123-michelan-
gelo-bronze-statues-cambridge)
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DEAR HIV, 
WE DIDN’T 
GIVE UP. 
XOXO,  
SCIENCE

XOXOSCIENCE.COM, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc., or its related companies.  

© 2018 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. UNBC5735 06/18

Learn about an HIV-1 
treatment option at

There is no cure, but science is still in the 

battle against HIV. Today’s HIV treatments 

may help you get to undetectable. That 

means the amount of virus is so low it can’t  

be measured in lab tests. Ask your healthcare 

provider about HIV and treatment options. 

XOXOSCIENCE.COM TM
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Dutch man asks 
court to declare 
he is 20 years 
younger

Amhem, The netherlands – The 
Guardian reports that a 69-year-old Dutch 

“positivity guru” who says he does not feel 
his age has started a battle to make himself 
legally 20 years younger on the grounds 
that he is being discriminated against on 
a dating app. Emile Ratelband told a court 
in Arnhem in the Netherlands that he did 
not feel “comfortable” with his date of birth, 
and compared his wish to alter it to people 
who identified as transgender.

Ratelband said that due to having an of-

ficial age that did not reflect his emotional 
state he was struggling to find both work and 
love. He has asked for his date of birth to 
be changed from March 11th, 1949 to March 
11th, 1969. “When I’m 69, I am limited. If 
I’m 49, then I can buy a new house, drive 
a different car,” he said. “I can take up more 
work. When I’m on Tinder and it says I’m 69, 
I don’t get an answer. When I’m 49, with the 
face I have, I will be in a luxurious position.” 
Doctors had told him his body was that of a 
45-year-old man, Ratelband argued. He de-
scribed himself as a “young god.”

The judge conceded that the ability to 
change gender was a development in the 
law. “I agree with you: a lot of years ago 
we thought that was impossible,” he said. 
But he asked the applicant how his parents 
would feel about 20 years of Ratelband’s 
life being wiped off the records. “For whom 
did your parents care? Who was that lit-
tle boy then?” the judge asked. Ratelband 
said his parents were dead. Ratelband’s 
lawyer, Jan-Hein Kuijpers, said it was high 
time for the reversal of age. (The Guardian 

– at Theguardian.com/world/2018/ nov/08/
dutch-man-69-starts-legal-fight-to-identify-
as-20-years-younger)

ing desire to enlarge your body, to put on 
as much weight as possible. Some gain-
ers want muscle, others fat. For Tank, a 
self-described gainer, silicone injections 
to his genitals drew immediate praise and 
encouragement on social media. 

Tank’s death and the circumstances 
around it raise questions about the some-
times-blurry line between extreme dom/
sub relationships and abuse, and – in 
the niche world of radical body modifica-
tion in which he lived – suspicions around 
just who is to blame for his death. Tank’s 
friend “Aphyr” wrote in a lengthy rumina-
tion on his death, “I don’t know how long 
Jack was in the hospital, and I don’t know 
what his experience was like there – but I 
know that Dylan isolated him and kept his 
death from his friends, and that makes me 
deeply uncomfortable.” Dylan told Buzz-
Feed News, “I’m sad about all the specu-
lation.” He chalked up the chatter following 
Tank’s death to mere “misinformation” and 
“conspiracy theories.” Their relationship, 
which they closely documented online, 
was based around a dominant–submissive 
power exchange in which Dylan was the 

“Master” and Tank was his “pup.” It orbited 
around several scenes: polyamory, BDSM, 
leather, pup play, bears, gainers, and body 
modification. It’s 2018 – plenty of people 
incorporate these scenes into a happy, 
healthy sex life, but some of Tank’s friends 
found his relationship with Dylan worri-
some. Kevin Reader, who cohosted Tank’s 
Cubby House podcast, described their re-
lationship as toxic, and a former partner of 
Dylan’s, Raymond Smith, said Dylan was 
manipulative. Dylan denied forcing Tank 
to get injections. “This was his fetish,” he 
said. “I did not make him inject silicone. 
On the contrary, I helped him get some 
removed.” Doctors are generally aghast 
at the procedure, which poses significant 
danger to those who undergo it. Free-float-
ing silicone often causes severe inflamma-
tion. (BuzzFeed News – Katie Notopoulos 
and Blake montgomery at Buzzfeednews.
com/article/katienotopoulos/silicone-geni-
tal-injection-death-tank-hafertepen)

BeyonD THe BelTWAy

Gay artist’s 
‘Portrait of an 
Artist’ nets 
$90 million in 
auction

new york – British painter David Hock-
ney, 81, has just become the most expen-
sive living artist after one of his paintings 
sold for $90.3 million. “Portrait of an Artist 
(Pool with Two Figures)” sold at a Chris-
tie’s auction in New York City on November 
15th. The sale broke Jeff Koons’s record 
$58.4 million sale in 2013 of his painting 
Ballon Dog (Orange). Currency trader and 

owner of soccer club Tottenham Hotspur, 
Joe Lewis, owned the painting before put-
ting it up for auction. Lewis bought the 
iconic painting in 1995 from record-label 
owner and producer David Geffen. 

Christie’s described the 1972 painting 
as “one of the great masterpieces of the 
modern era.” It has become one of Hock-
ney’s most recognizable paintings. The 
painting depicts two men, one of whom 
is Hockney’s ex-lover, Peter Schlesinger. 
One of the men is fully clothed, standing 
at the edge of a swimming pool looking 
down at the other man, who is submerged, 
in white trunks. Behind them a hilly land-
scape depicts the south of France. Art 
dealer Stephen Howes told the BBC the 
painting was “truly one of the most icon-
ic paintings of the 20th century.” Its sale 

“galvanizes the piece’s rightful place as 
a true masterpiece and further cements 
Hockney’s place in the highest echelons 
of art history.”

Hockney was born in Yorkshire, En-
gland, and became one of the most im-
portant figures in the 20th century pop 

art movement. He splits his time between 
London and California and on some of his 
first trips to Los Angeles he got inspiration 
for the painting. He was in his mid-20s, 
and the city’s private backyard swimming 
pools provided him with a space in which 
he was free to explore the male figure – 

“in both real and pictorial terms,” Christie’s 
wrote on its website. Last year, a Hockney 
retrospective at the Tate Britain in Lon-
don broke attendance records with more 
than 478,000 people visiting the exhibi-
tion. (Gay Star News – Shannon Powers 
at Gaystarnews.com/article/sale-of-david-
hockneys-painting-of-ex-lover-makes-him-
most-expensive-living-artist/#gs.zS2eby8)

Submissive 
‘pup’ dies 
from silicone 
injections

San Francisco – In a lengthy article 
published on BuzzFeed News reporters 
Katie Notopoulos and Blake Montgomery 
write of the life and death of Tank Haferte-
pen and his dom boyfriend, Dylan. The two 
men ran a popular blog about their rela-
tionship, but after Tank’s death from tes-
ticular silicone injections, their fans said 
Dylan was responsible. 

Jack Chapman made a lot of big chang-
es during his relationship with his roman-
tically dominant boyfriend. He changed 
his name, his country, his friends. He also 
changed his body, bulking up his chubby 
frame to Marvel-superhero breadth. Then 
he dramatically changed the size of his 
genitals. It killed him. On October 9th, Tank 
was admitted to the hospital with trouble 
breathing. He died six days later from lung 
problems caused by a silicone embolism.

Australia-born Chapman legally 
changed his name to Tank Hafertepen 
about six years after striking up a submis-
sive relationship with Dylan Hafertepen, 
a heavily tattooed and beefily muscular 
dom. Over the course of their seven-year 
relationship, the pair became minor social 
media personalities among gay bears en-
amored of their size – particularly the ap-
parent size of Tank’s genitals. During his 
time with Dylan, and with his online fans’ 
encouragement, Tank had been enlarging 
his scrotum and penis with silicone injec-
tions, a body modification both dangerous 
and illegal. The fetish is typically associat-
ed with a “gainer” mentality – a consum-

compiled by Jim Becker

emile Ratelband turns back the clock

Hockney’s ‘Portrait of an Artist’

Tank Hafertepen
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Arizona 
Democratic US 
Senator-elect is 
bisexual

Washington, DC – US Rep. Kyrsten 
Sinema has been declared the winner in 
the US Senate race in Arizona, becoming 
the first openly bisexual person elected to 
the US Senate and just the second openly 
LGBTQ person ever elected to the body. 
Sinema defeated an anti-LGBTQ challeng-
er to take the seat in an extremely close 
race that was one of the most watched in 
the nation. Sinema joins US Sen. Tammy 
Baldwin and eight other openly LGBTQ 
people who have won their races for US 
Congress so far – a historic number. There 
are currently just seven openly LGBTQ 
members serving in Congress.

“An LGBTQ woman winning a US Sen-
ate seat in a state that voted for Trump is 
a game-changer, both for the LGBTQ com-
munity and the Democratic party,” said 
Mayor Annise Parker, head of the LGBTQ 
Victory Fund. “Kyrsten’s victory makes 

clear that an LGBTQ candidate who listens 
to voters and prioritizes their issues can 
win elected office anywhere – blue state or 
red state. It also signals to the Democratic 
Party that nominating more LGBTQ candi-
dates for high-level positions should be a 
strategic priority, because their openness 
and authenticity resonates with indepen-
dent voters.” 

Kyrsten joins Sen. Tammy Baldwin, 

Senator-elect kyrsten Sinema

fresh off a huge re-election victory, in a US 
Senate that continues to disregard White 
House attacks on our community and re-
fuses to consider protections that most 
Americans support. By doubling our influ-
ence with two passionate and tough LG 
BTQ women, however, the US Senate will 
certainly find our community more difficult 
to ignore,” Anise Parker added. (Seattle 
Gay News & the lGBTQ Victory Fund– at 
Sgn.org/sgnnews46_46/page1.cfm)

White 
supremacist 
releases video 
‘game’ to kill 
gays 

Dallas – Remember Christopher Can-
twell? He’s that Nazi white supremacist 
shown in the Vice News video showing off 
all his guns and bragging about what a ba-
dass he was before the “United the Right” 
Nazi rally in Charlottesville last year. The 

“rally” in Charlottesville ended with a wom-
an protesting the Nazis, Heather Heyer, 
murdered by a Nazi who rammed his car 
into a crowd of protesters. 

Guess what Cantwell has done now. 
He has released a new “video game” that 
requires players to break into a nightclub 
called “LGBTQ+ Agenda HQ” to shoot 
LGBT people to win the game, according 
to various reports, including one by Bill 
Browning with lGBTQ Nation. in the game, 
you can tell which ones are the gay men 
because they have large, erect penises 
because they are all sexual predators.. 

It’s called “Angry Goy II,” and it is ba-
sically an updated version of Cantwell’s 
earlier game, “Angry Goy,” in which, to win, 
players had to shove Jewish people into 
ovens. Nice, huh? In the promotional copy 
for the game on his website Cantwell says: 

“Instead of taking out your frustrations on 
actual human beings, you can fight the 
mongrels and degenerates on your com-
puter! Use guns, knives, pepper spray, 
and more! Lay waste to wave after wave 
of shitdicks, shitskins, shitstains, and the 
k – s (yes, that is a censured version of 
a slur for Jewish people) they serve.” And 
in a press release sent to the far-right so-
cial network Gab, Cantrell says: “All White 
men should hunt down and mercilessly 
kill as many tr – –s [slur for trans women], 
faggots, n – –s, k – s, and cucks as they 

possibly can in the new hit game Angry 
Goy 2.” (dallas Voice – Tammye Nash at 
dallasvoice.com/crying-nazi-releases-vid-
eo-game-in-which-players-kill-the-gays-in-
a-nightclub-to-win)

Driverless cars 
may lead to 
more car sex

new york – The New York Post is 
reporting on a new study that posits that 
self-driving vehicles will lead to a rise in 
car sex. People will be more likely to eat, 
sleep, and engage in on-the-road han-
ky-panky when robot cars become the new 
normal, according to research published in 
the most recent issue of the journal annals 
of Tourism research. 

“People will be sleeping in their vehi-
cles, which has implications for roadside 
hotels. And people may be eating in ve-

hicles that function as restaurant pods,” 
Scott Cohen, who led the study, told Fast 
company magazine. “That led us to think, 
besides sleeping, what other things will 
people do in cars when free from the task 
of driving? And you can see that in the long 
association of automobiles and sex that’s 
represented in just about every coming-of-
age movie. It’s not a big leap,” said Co-

hen, a director of research for the School 
of Hospitality and Tourism Management at 
the University of Surrey in England. 

Along with highway hookups, the report 
also predicts that autonomous vehicles 
will put prostitution on wheels. “It’s not im-
possible or that far-fetched to imagine the 
red-light district on the move. Prostitution 
doesn’t need to be legal for this to hap-
pen. Plenty of illegal activities happen in 
cars,” Cohen told the magazine. He added, 

“Where prostitution is legal, and regulations 
allow AVs to develop fast and be on roads 
quickly, we could see this come together 
rapidly. Europe is one of those places.” In 
total, 60% of Americans have already had 
sex in a car, according to the report, which 
notes sex in self-driving cars will be wide-
spread by the 2040s. (The New York Post 

– Natalie O’Neill at marketwatch.com/story/
driverless-cars-will-lead-to-more-sex-in-
cars-study-finds-2018-11-12)

Former Dallas 
Cowboy to marry 
his boyfriend

Dallas – Jeff Rohrer, 59, who was a 
linebacker for the Dallas Cowboys for six 
seasons in the 1980s, has come out and is 
getting married to his fiancé, Joshua Ross, 
36, according to the New York Times. The 
couple, who met two years ago, will marry 
in Southern California this weekend. Five 
other former NFL players have come out af-
ter retiring from football. The first was Dave 
Kopay in 1975. Rohrer is the first to marry 
a same-sex partner, according to the Times. 

Rohrer told the Times that had he told 
the Dallas Cowboys while he was on the 
team that he was gay, he would have been 
cut immediately. This is not the first time a 
gay player has been affiliated with the Dal-
las team: Michael Sam was on the practice 
team for a few months several years ago. 

Rohrer was chosen by the Cowboys in 
the second round of the 1982 draft, and 
he started for the team for his last three 
seasons. Now, he produces commercials. 
While a Dallas Cowboy, he married a wom-
an and didn’t come out until after his mar-
riage ended. Ross is a skin care expert 
and has appeared on Real Housewives 
of Beverly Hills. He grew up in De Leon, 
Texas. t (dallas Voice – david Taffet at 
dallasvoice.com/former-dallas-cowboy-to-
marry-his-boyfriend)

BeyonD THe BelTWAy

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

Bedtime?
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nightmare occupant of the White House. 
As different as she is from me and from 

you in sexual orientation and life situation 
and a thousand other ways – she represent-
ed us. Her unbound joy and support while 
in the White House meant that she actually 
represented me and you and every mem-

ber of the LGBTQ 
community. The ex-
pansion of our rights 
did not represent a 
threat to her in any 
way, she did not see 
it as somebody tak-
ing anything away 
from her. Our gain 
of legality and the 
full rights of citizen-
ship did not lessen 
her own rights. She 
did not feel belea-
guered, threatened, 
diminished or imper-
iled. She did not lash 

out in fear and recrimination – looking for a 
scapegoat to blame for her own dignity or 
position or privilege being threatened. As a 
straight woman, she had been free to marry 
the man of her choice her entire life, with 
the certitude that society would sanction 
and celebrate her choice. And now, we as 
a nation had progressed enough that those 
different from herself finally had that same 
right.

Michelle Obama would never dream 
that allowing gay people to finally enter into 
a legal union with their beloved partner was 
anything other than a beautiful and overdue 
step forward. It didn’t apply to her own per-
sonal agenda, but she did not see that law 
as, by very definition, a law that somehow 
drained her own bucket of privilege and 
rights. She did not feel the need to go back 
and ‘make America great again’ – which for 
the huge swath of gay people only means 
going back to the days when we were con-
stricted to a life in the closet, without rights 
and without recognition.

The former First Lady telling this story 
out on tour as a highlight of her book was 
a heart-searing reminder of what we have 
lost in this country in the last two horren-
dous years. i am not represented by the 
person who is the president and the people 
to whom he is attached, those whose words 
and deeds matter. You are not represented. 
We are not represented. It is not only grief 
that fills my heart, it is also fear. t

gathering in front of the White House at that 
time to celebrate, and my staff was calling 
me, everybody was celebrating, people 
were crying, and I thought, ‘I want to be in 
that … Also, we had worked to make sure 
that the White House was lit up in the LGBT 
colors … It was beautiful. We stood along 
with all the cheering 
crowd, off to the side, 
mind you, so no one 
would see us, with 
security surround-
ing us, and we tried 
to have our tender 
mother-daughter mo-
ment, but we just took 
it in. I held her tight, 
and my feeling was, 
we are moving for-
ward. Change is hap-
pening.”

This historic 
change was happen-
ing, and the Obamas 
embraced it. They welcomed it. They 
cheered it on. Michelle Obama launching 
her mad dash from the White House just 
to be a part of the moment of thousands of 
people celebrating the legalization of gay 
marriage is, for me, the heart of the differ-
ence between the Obamas and our current 

Karaoke Thursdays with
DJ Heather

Join us every Thursday night at Mixers Bar for Thirsty Thursday Karaoke! 
Come early and sing often!

Wed. Nov. 28th and Dec. 5th 

American Horror Story Viewing Party
Hosted by Lyric Bordeau. Trivia questions with prizes for the winners. 

Ana behind the bar.

The Rainbow-
Lit White House 
Made America 

Greater

THInkIng oUTloUD

Michelle Obama is African-American, 
straight, a graduate of Princeton University 
and Harvard Law, economically well off, a 
former First Lady, and gorgeously tall. It just 
so happens that I am none of these things. 
In fact, we could not be more different. And 
yet, when the Supreme Court ruled that 
I was free to legally marry in any state in 
America, Michelle Obama was lit through-
out with excitement and joy. On that hot 
June night in 2015 when the Supreme Court 
came down with the decision in Washington 

legalizing gay marriage all over this country, 
it was a thrilling night for her, too. A happi-
ly married straight woman, the ruling would 
not affect her personally in any way. But it 
was history, in all the right ways. And it was 
so important that she made the decision 
to do something she did not normally do – 
break the security rules which governed her 
family in the White House residence. And 
she decided, too, that it was important to 
take her young daughter Malia along with 
her on the escape.

Obama describes the scene in her new 
book, Becoming: “We made our way down 
a marble staircase and over red carpets, 
around the busts of George Washington 
and Benjamin Franklin and past the kitchen 
until suddenly we were outdoors. Malia and 
I just busted past the agents on duty, neither 
one of us making eye contact. The humid 
summer air hit our faces. I could see fireflies 
blinking on the lawn. And there it was, the 
hum of the public, people whooping and cel-
ebrating outside the iron gates … We were 
outside, standing on a patch of lawn off to 
one side, out of sight of the public but with a 
beautiful, close-up view of the White House, 
lit up in pride. Malia and I leaned into each 
other, happy to have found our way there.” 

In an interview last week she continued 
her account: “Thousands of people were 

Pointing
By Sage Piper
it Out

ANDRE SHAKTI 

Sex, 
Intimacy and

Relationship Coaching 
for Every Body

• Culturally Competent 
• Accessible 

• Emotionally Intuitive 

Cell: 856-906-0526 
(text or call)

IAmPoly.net/Coaching
 for More Information

“Michelle Obama would 
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anything other than a 
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and those who do, marry later. Many couples 
cohabitate without involving legalities. A phe-
nomenon I have come across is young adults 
living with their parents, which of course, 
does not facilitate bringing a partner home to 
spend the night. One of the explanations for 
this is that men and women put focus on ca-
reer-building and put off a serious relationship 
that requires commitment – in time, resourc-
es, and emotion. That economic conditions 
and the job market affect this choice is clear. 
But this subject does not get explained by a 
simple factor. The influence of social media, 
you say? Yes, there is that. Tinder, Grindr, 
Match, OKCupid, you name it, many options 
to provide looking for a partner, and we spend 
a lot of time on these sites. Then there is porn.

The increased availability of all kinds of 
porn sure looks like it is accompanying this 
decrease in sexual connections. But what is 
also interesting is that these trends show up in 
other countries: Britain, Finland, Netherlands, 
and even Sweden! The whole phenomenon 
takes on an alarming quality when you look at 
Japan. Its less-sex culture is facing issues in 
fertility and decreasing demographics. 

What shows a huge increase is the fre-
quency of masturbation, for both men and 
women.

Why bother with all the rigamarole of 
meeting someone, assessing if you like them, 
if they like you, the whole scenario of getting 
to intimacy. You can masturbate by yourself, 
when you want, how you want, and it is often 
more intense. It makes sense that this is an 
easier path to arousal and orgasm than the 
other. Yet who can deny the joy of emotionally 
connecting with another human being? 

There are no easy answers, even with 
the studies available to address this issue. It 
is safe to say that the lack of good sex edu-

cation, the availability of porn, the focus on 
hooking up that does not require social skills, 
the time we spend on social media, and men-
tal-health issues like anxiety and depression 
bring us to this point. 

On a more positive note, let us remember 
that sex is good for our health and promotes 
happiness. The joy we can experience creat-
ing that intimacy of good sex with a partner 
is not comparable to the fun of porn or the 
challenge of a video game. t

Dear Dr. Eva,
A relative recently tested positive for HIV. 

He has been working on a farm which always 
has swarms of biting mosquitos. He 
told me he thinks that he was infected 
with HIV by the mosquitos. Could that 
be true?

If it is true, would he be entitled to 
workmen’s compensation to cover the 
cost of his HIV care?

Aunt B

Dear Auntie B,
Some myths never die. There are many 

human diseases which can be passed by 
mosquitos. Only two of these occur in the 
mainland US: West Nile fever and eastern 
equine encephalitis. Worldwide, malaria is by 
far the most common and most deadly dis-
ease transmitted by mosquitos. 

HIV cannot be transmitted by mosquitos or 
any other insects. A mosquito can take in the 
HIV virus as part of 
the “blood meal” it 
gets when it bites, 
but the virus can-
not survive in the 
gut of a mosquito. 
The only ways HIV 
can be transmitted 
are: sexual contact 
(by far the most 
common), injec-
tion of contaminat-
ed blood products, 
and sharing contaminated syringes (“needles”) 
or other medical equipment that has been in 
contact with blood.

HIV is called a sexually-transmitted dis-
ease because it is transmitted by sexual 
contact! It is not transmitted by mosquitos. 
Because the infection is not work-related, 
workmen’s compensation does not apply.

Dear Dr. Eva,
After having a sexual infection, do you be-

come immune or can you be re-infected with 
the same kind of infection?

Had a Few

Questions 
About Sexual 

Health 

Dear Had a Few,
I am sorry to tell you that none of the sex-

ually-transmitted infections (STI’s) leaves you 
immune. In other words, you can get syphilis, 
gonorrhea, chlamydia, and trichomonas as 
many times as you are exposed to them.

Some viral STIs – herpes, HIV, and 
sometimes hepatitis C – become chronic in-
fections. They do not resolve, but remain in 
the body for life. Reinfection with a different 
strain of the same virus is unusual with these 
infections, but it does sometimes occur.

Other viral STIs – hepatitis C and HPV 
(genital warts) – will often clear up on their 
own, but the person can be reinfected later 
with the same or a different strain of the same 

virus.
So, unfortunately, 

having an STI does not 
protect you from having 
the same STI in the fu-
ture.

The only way to be 
successful in dealing with 
STI’s is to prevent them, 

with condoms, dental dams, and safer sex.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I am a woman in my 60s, divorced, quite a 

few years past menopause. I’ve had two boy-
friends in the last year. My boyfriends usually 
are older than me. I know it’s important to use 
condoms, but my partners usually say they 
can’t keep an erection with a condom. I know 

this is unsafe but I 
am not sure what 
else I could do. Can 
you give me some 
ideas?

Anxious

Dear Anxious, 
You are smart 

to be thinking about 
this. People who 
grew up before HIV/

AIDS often think of condoms as birth control, 
not as infection control. 

After menopause, due to dryness and 
thinning of the vaginal tissues, women be-
come more vulnerable to STIs. That’s why it’s 
very dangerous for you to have unprotected 
sex.

Here are some ideas. Please consider all 
of them seriously.

1) Before your relationship becomes sex-
ual, let your potential partner know that you 
do not have unsafe sex. Ever.

2) If he cannot keep an erection with a 

qUAlITy oF lIFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Have you seen the recent studies and statis-
tics about teenagers and young adults having 
less sex? Given the options of birth control, 
greater freedom of expression of sexuality, 
and even low pregnancy and STD rates – not 
to mention all the dating and hookup sites – 
shouldn’t we be seeing an increase in sex? 
Young adults are reported to have fewer part-
ners than the two generations before. Teen-
age abstinence seems to be rampant along 
with less sex by Gen Xers and Baby Boom-
ers.

It is true that fewer people are marrying 

Less Sex?

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.

The surprising 
extra risk of 

STDs for older 
women

condom, here are some options:
 – Try one of the erection-enhancing 

medicines, such as Viagra or Cialis. These 
require a prescription and a doctor visit. Peo-
ple with certain conditions should not use 
these medicines; he should discuss this with 
his doctor.

• Try a cock ring, available online and in 
sex toy stores. This is put on at the base of 
the penis after erection. It holds the blood 
in the penis, maintaining the erection. Safe 
cock rings can be cut off in case of too much 
swelling. They should be made of fabric, thin 
leather, elastic, or Velcro – never metal, plas-
tic, or wood.

• Try the female condom, sold under 
the brand name “Reality.” This is like a dia-
phragm ring attached to a bag which fits into 
the vagina. These are sold in drugstores. If 
you cannot find one in the condoms section, 
ask a pharmacist. You should practice with it 
a few times before using it with a partner, to 
get comfortable with it. The female condom 
should not be used together with the male 
condom.

 • Simplest of all, you could tell your pro-
spective partner that you have safer sex only, 
and let him know that includes intercourse 
with a condom, oral sex, and hand sex (mutu-
al masturbation). t

eva Hersh, md, is a family physician and 
fellow of the american academy of Family 
Physicians. Please send your questions and 
comments – on any medical topic – to her at 
publisher@baltimoreoutloud.com
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That insight would serve me well, when 
during the height of my company in Los 
Angeles the AIDS crisis began. Only after 
selling the company and going to work for 
an AIDS organization did I realize how valu-
able my former career had been. 

It’s easier to design 
HIV prevention pro-
grams when you 
have a damn good 
idea about what 
motors gay desire.

And what is 
that desire, exact-
ly? Those thou-
sands of calls 
taught me that 
gay men share 
the same human 
need as every-
one else: to be 

taken care of. Almost 
without exception, 
customers wanted 
men who were “more” 
than they were in ev-

ery respect. More muscle, more size (yes, 
that too), more masculine, and more capable 
of being in control. Regardless of what their 
sexual preferences may have been in real-
ity, customers wanted to be carried off and 
ravaged, perhaps, but 
ultimately, they simply 
wanted to be cared for 
by someone with the 
strength to do it.

Some of the men 
were regular callers, 
over years, and we 
talked about life and 
love and regrets be-
yond the prime ob-
jective of our calls. While my persona was 
counterfeit, so much of their human needs 
were not.

When I sold the company in the late 
1980s, saying goodbye to regular customers 

THInkIng oUTloUD

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous
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By MARk SegAl
Last week, as I turned the pages of my lo-
cal daily newspaper, the newspaper of re-
cord, I saw a few pages of ads from the city 
notifying the public of the coming elections, 
where the polling stations were and what 
was on the ballot. This is common practice 
from governments around the country. And 
in many of those municipalities, they also 
place those ads in community newspapers 
to ensure the participation of minority com-
munities who have been left out of the pro-
cess.

So I smiled when I saw those ads, since 
those same ads were in this paper last 
week — this LGBT paper. Think about it. 
The city, any city, should want to get their 
citizens to vote. They advertise in the main-
stream paper, but that doesn’t reach every 
segment of the community. So they then 
advertise in African-American newspapers 
to get out that vote, Hispanic / Latino news-
papers to get that vote out and so on. What 
about your vote? Is it not as important? In 
my city, I’m proud to say it is.

You’re reading this now because you’re 
interested in what is happening in your 
community. You want to know which can-
didates support your rights and will protect 
the rights you currently have. That means 
that you’re more inclined to vote. The goal 
of any government by the people is to en-

LGBT Economic Equality and 
Empowerment courage its citizens to vote. So those ads 

are treating you as first-class citizens — 
but they do a lot more.

That information you read about the 
campaigns and your rights take a profes-
sional staff to research, write, edit, lay out, 
and distribute — in other words, a lot of 
people. Some of them have families. This 
paper and other community newspapers 
provide the paychecks to those people 
who bring you that news; the same as it is 
for those mainstream papers.

It might only be a few ads a year, but it’s 
a very big success story for equality, and 
it’s an effort that is expanding nationwide. 
The push for economic equality is one of 
the pillars of the National LGBT Chamber 
of Commerce. They want LGBT-owned 
companies to be able to bid on city, state 
and federal contracts as other minority and 
multicultural classes — and why not? We 
are a group or minority that has consistent-
ly been discriminated against in business. 
You are a consumer, you are a taxpayer, 
you are in the workforce — shouldn’t you 
have a level playing field with others?

We in the LGBT media applaud the 
efforts of the National LGBT Chamber of 
Commerce, as its success makes us all 
stronger and empowers our community. t 

mark Segal is publisher of PhiladelPhia 
Gay News. His new memoir aNd theN i daNced 
is out now. This was first published in the 
PhiladelPhia iNqUirer.

// MARK MY WORDS

is the first time in many years that I have 
spoken about my career a lifetime ago and 
how it affected me.

Beyond the tricks of the 
trade I 
shared – 
the bulging 
Rolodex of 
customers 
and their 
f a n t a s i e s , 
the gay (and 
somet imes 
straight) men 
who called, 
how my em-
ployees and 
I manipulat-
ed the calls 
t h e m s e l v e s – we also 
discussed what it meant to be gay during 
this period, and the insight and pure anthro-
pological fascination the calls brought me.

—continued from page 1

What 5,000 Sex Phone Calls... wasn’t easy. I will never forget the plaintive 
urgings from some of them, trying to con-
vince me to continue calling them anyway. 
I had become more than a sexual outlet. 
I was a lifeline through which they lived 

vicariously, a gay 
man in the big 
city living large 
with confidence 
and pride. It was 
wrenching to say 
goodbye.

There are more 
secrets revealed 
in the “Sexing His-
tory” podcast (Bit.

ly/2OQKUdz) and it’s worth a listen. t
For more, check out my memoir a Place 

like this, detailing my experiences living in 
los angeles during the dawn of the aidS 
epidemic.

Hearts & Ears, Inc. is a non-profit organization for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex and

Questioning, and Gender Non-Conforming individuals 
with behavioral health issues and concerns.

611 Park Avenue Suite A, Baltimore, Maryland 21201 • 410-523-1694 
info@heartsandears.org • heartsandears.org 

Hearts and Ears Inc.
LGBTQIA+ Wellness & Recovery Center
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All Hail Progress on 
HIV/AIDS

qUAlITy oF lIFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

By AARon CAHAll
chase Brexton Health care
World AIDS Day will be commemorated lo-
cally in a special event on November 30th 
at 9 am at the Baltimore War Memorial. In 
addition to remembering those who have 
battled HIV and AIDS, the ceremony will be 
a call to action for testing and treatment, 
and a platform to debut the U=U Campaign 
in Baltimore.

Ahead of World AIDS 
Day, we asked Dr. Se-
bastian Ruhs, director 
of Chase Brexton Health 
Care’s Infectious Diseas-
es Center of Excellence, 
for an update on the sta-
tus of HIV and AIDS in 
Baltimore.

overall, how would 
you describe the state 
of the fight against 
HIV/AIDS in Baltimore? 
Where is progress be-
ing made, and where is 
more effort needed?

Nationwide, we are seeing a 
decrease in the number of new 
HIV infections. While we are 
experiencing that same trend in 
Maryland and in Baltimore City, 
our state still has one of the 
highest rates of HIV in the US. 
The majority of new infections are found 
in men who have sex with men. But about 
one-third of new HIV diagnoses in Balti-
more are made in people who acquired the 
virus by heterosexual contact. Also, the age 
of diagnosis has shifted downwards. The 
majority of new infections are in the age 
group of 20 to 29. Not much change has 
been seen with regards to racial disparity. 
African-Americans still comprise 80% of 
new infections. Significant progress has 
been made, despite the opioid epidemic, in 
people who get infected via drug use. 

Bottom line: overall good progress with 
declining numbers. But we need to focus 
more on groups that are still highly affected, 
which are men having sex with men (MSM) 
and especially young African-American 
MSM, and also need to get more aware-
ness into heterosexual communities. 

How aware are your patients of 
pre-exposure prophylaxis (PreP), and 
how do they view it?

The number of people on PrEP is in-

creasing every month. But the uptake is 
not as fast as it should be and could be. 
Awareness of PrEP in the population is 
still not great. PrEP is proven to be very 
effective preventing new infections with 
HIV. PrEP is being covered by most insur-
ance plans and the company that makes 
PrEP has a great co-pay assistance pro-

gram to make the medication 
affordable even to people who 
usually have high deductibles. 
Overall, I am very happy with 
the development of PrEP, but 
there is still a lot of work to be 
done. 

What is the U=U Cam-
paign, and what does it 
mean to someone who is 
HIV-positive?

U=U is one of the greatest 
campaigns of the last couple 
of years because the mes-
sage is so clear and positive. 
It stands for “Undetectable 

equals Untransmittable.” What that 
means is that scientific research has 
shown that HIV-positive individuals, 
who are on medication with an un-
detectable viral load, cannot transmit 
the virus. The Centers for Disease 
Control has released a statement 

agreeing with the results of that research. 
U=U is an amazing campaign educating 
the public that people with HIV can live 
normal and healthy lives, have kids and 
families, and do not have to worry about 
passing the virus on to their partners. 
There is one caveat though: the studies 
leading to those conclusions were done 
exclusively with monogamous gay and 
straight couples. We have to be very care-
ful applying the same conclusions to peo-
ple with frequently changing sexual part-
ners since STIs and other factors have to 
be considered. 

on World AIDS Day, what message 
would you like to share with those af-
fected by HIV and AIDS?

The theme for World AIDS Day 2018 is 
“Know Your Status.” More than ever, this 
theme is extremely important. For con-
secutive years we have seen decreasing 
numbers of new infections all over the US. 
But in order to continue that success we 
need to create more awareness, decrease 

But focus still 
needed on highly 
affected groups

Dr. Sebastian 
Ruhs, director of 

Chase Brexton 
Health Care’s 

Infectious 
Diseases Center 

of Excellence  

Add you business to our distribution locAtions!
Call Baltimore OUTloud 

for more details:
410-802-1310

stigma, and encourage people to get test-
ed. HIV testing and everyone knowing 
their status is key in order to make healthy 
choices regarding treatment and preven-
tion so that everyone can protect them-
selves and others. 

HIV has become a very treatable dis-
ease. Medication can be as convenient as 
one pill once a day with minimal to no side 
effects. The life expectancy of those affect-
ed is essentially normal and we know now 
that people with HIV and an undetectable 
viral load can’t pass the virus on to their 

beloved ones. Don’t live with stigma. Live 
with pride! t

For more on chase Brexton’s HiV test-
ing and treatment, visit chasebrexton.org/
HiVcare. For more information about PreP, 
visit chasebrexton.org/PreP.

facebook.com/BaltimoreOUTloudfacebook.com/BaltimoreOUTloud
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what they like to do with you. For example, 
daytime dates with your bowling boo, Sun-
day brunches with your breakfast fanatic, 
and late night nookie fests with your freaky 
night owl!

Try unplugging. It’s really important 
in my relationships 

that my 
quality time with my partners be maximized 
to the fullest, so sometimes we implement 
a block of time – or the majority of time – 
as device-free time. This is especially im-
portant for some of my relationships as we 
have many people in common, so we’re 
frequently in group chats together and our 
phones will be dinging constantly. We’ll ac-
tually announce to group threads that we’re 
“going dark until further notice.”

Try balancing – and distinguishing 
between – “date time” and “life entwine-
ment time.” With my local partner, we do a 
lot of life maintenance things together, like 
grocery shopping and cooking together and 
coworking vs. my long-distance loves who 
mostly get only specific date time. Each of 
those things are intimate in their own way, 
and making sure each relationship gets the 
balance that fits it best is really important to 
me. I’ve been the less-life-entwined partner 
longing for more day-do-day intimacy, and 
I’ve been the day-to-day partner longing for 
more intentional time.

Hold scheduling “conferences” with-
in your circle. Make sure you’re having 
regular check-ins with everyone in your 
relationship universe – either independent-
ly or all together – to discuss upcoming 
schedules & needs, as well as predictable 
emotional hiccups such as scheduled fam-
ily interactions, new dates, anniversaries, 
hormonal cycles, etc. t

Dear Andre,
I’ve been practicing ethical non-mo-

nogamy for several years and am in com-
mitted, loving relationships with three part-
ners. Recently, two of my partners have 
approached me – independent of one 
another – to express feeling neglected. 
They have concerns about how I manage 
my time and told me that their time with 
me often feels either rushed or obligato-
ry, which certainly isn’t my intention. They 
also want me to work on how and when I 
communicate my availability to them. How 
can I successfully delegate time to all of 
my partners in a way that makes them feel 
special, without losing my sense of self?

Tiffany W.

Juggling 
Polyamory

Out
Andre Shakti

The In
and

Dear Tiffany,
Lucky for you, you’re talking to a poly-

amorous Type A personality! Time man-
agement is one of my strong suits. Here 
are some of my best suggestions:

First, don’t neglect the power 
of “me” time. Take time for yourself. 
Non-monogamy is wonderful, but you only 
have so many hours in the day. If you’re 
not taking care of yourself before anyone 
else, you’ll lose the ability to be a good 
partner, no matter how many partners you 
have! I prioritize scheduling time for myself 
or I get burned out on partners and have 
less energy for all of them. If your partners 
can’t understand and respect that, then 
they may not be the partners for you.

Acknowledge that your capabilities 
– as well as your partners’ – will fluc-
tuate. I used to pride myself on being reli-
able, but I defined “reliable” as being able 
to show up for scheduled commitments 
“no matter what.” This often meant that 
I wasn’t very good company when I did 
show up. Maybe I’d gotten in a fight with a 
coworker that morning, or had been getting 
over a nasty cold that week. Whatever the 
reason, there’s no shame in having to ad-
just your availability because life got in the 
way. Be realistic, not optimistic, when you 

credit: TGDigital

make plans with partners, and be compas-
sionate when they have to edit pre-existing 
plans with you.

Develop a routine. Regularly sched-
uled things help with stability and predict-
ability. Getting you and your partners set 
up on mutually shared Google calendars 
can really help 
with this!

no matter 
how prolific you 
get at schedul-
ing, don’t allow 
spontaneity to 
die. Spontaneity 
is also nice too, 
we’ve found. 
Sometimes the 
Google calendar 
ends up ruling 
everything. So it’s 
nice to be able 
to check in with 
a partner and be 
like, “Hey, what 
are you doing right now?” “Do you have 
time for lunch today?” or “Would you like 
to have a movie night tonight?”

quality, not quantity. Try to maximize 
your time with each partner according to 

DATE:  Wednesday, November 28, 2018
TIME:   6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

LOCATION:   The Waxter Center
  1000 Cathedral Street at Eager Street
	 	 Baltimore,	MD	21201

Food and refreshments will be provided
Please RSVP to baltoaids@aol.com

GET PREPPED ON PrEP
A Town Hall Meeting on

HIV PREVENTION & PRE EXPOSURE PROPHYLAXIS: 
TRANScending Barriers - Quality Sexual Healthcare for the Trans Community 
Please join us for a Trans Sexual Health Forum to address the barriers faced by the 
Trans community in accessing quality healthcare services including PREP and PEP. 

We will provide a safe space for members of the Trans community to share their lived 
experiences	in	varied	health	care	settings.	We	will	also	provide	a	space	for	workers,	

providers	and	Trans	people	to	identify	practical	solutions	to	healthcare 
challenges	as	well	as	a	collective	way	forward.

Hosted by  AIDS	Action	Baltimore
Sponsored by: Chase	Brexton	Health	Care,		Center	for	Black	Equity-Baltimore, 

GLCCB,	Johns	Hopkins	Center	for	AIDS	Research,		REACH	Initiative	&	Total	Health	Care
 Supported by funding from Gilead Sciences, Inc. 

and	IMPACT	a	Baltimore	City	Health	Department	Campaign

410-727-1112  •  chasecourt.com
1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD

Owned and Operated by David Egan, 
wedding columnist for BaltimoreOUTloud.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook at
ChaseCourtWeddingVenue

• ArchitecturAlly-stunning 
wedding venue • 

• indOOR & OuTdOOR wedding 
CeReMOnieS, ReCePTiOnS, 

And eLOPeMenTS •
• OveR 30 SAMe-Sex weddingS 

SinCe 2013 • 
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browndowntown.org
1316 Park Ave., Balt., MD, 21217
410.523.1542

Worship  
Sunday, 11a.m.

Christian  
Education Classes
Sunday, 9:45 a.m. The Source for the lgbtq community

To advertise in our Spiritual directory
please call 410-802-1310
BaltimoreOutloud.com

The Source for the lgbtq community
To advertise in our Spiritual directory

please call 410-802-1310
BaltimoreOutloud.com

Baltimore Ethical Society
306 W Franklin Street, #102
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-581-2322.  baltimoreethicalsociety.org

Bolton Street Synagogue
212 West Coldspring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-235-5354.  boltonstreet.org

Brown Memorial Park Avenue  
Presbyterian Church
1316 Park Avenue
Baltimore MD 21217
410-523-1542.  browndowntown.org 

Chevrei Tzedek Congregation 
3101 Fallstaff Road
Baltimore MD 21209
443-992-7485.  chevreitzedek.org

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9402.  beittikvah.org

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
811 Cathedral Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-685-1130.  emmanueldowntown.org

First and Franklin Street.  
Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison Street
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545.  firstfranklin.org

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore
1 West Hamilton Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-685-2330.  firstunitarian.net

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-433-6650.  graceunitedmethodist.org 

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Road.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188.  govanspres.org

Interfaith Fairness 
Coalition of MD
P.O. Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555.  ifcmd.org

MCC of Baltimore
405 West Monument Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
mccbaltimore.org

Memorial Episcopal Church
1407 Bolton Street
Baltimore MD 21217
410-669-0220
memorialepiscopal.org

New Light MCC
40 W. Church Street
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
newlightmcc.com

The Church of the Advent
1301 South Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21230
410-539-7804
advent-baltimore.org

Veritas United Church 
of Christ
22 N Mulberry Street., Suite 113
Hagerstown, MD 21740
240- 310-6891
veritashagerstown.com

Chevrei Tzedk Congregation
3101 Fallstaff Road, 

Baltimore, MD 21209

chevreitzedek@gmail.com 
www.chevreitzedek.org   

(443) 992-7485

RABBI RORY KATZ
JTS Gladstein Fellow

An informal, Welcoming, Participatory, Conservative Jewish Community
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of a band’s ongoing multifaceted musical 
evolution. To begin with, vocalist Brandon 
Summers, who suffered the loss of his voice 
during a previous concert tour, emerges as a 
better singer here, more in control of his (lim-
ited) instrument. The band also progressed 
from an act known for its squalling tenden-
cies to a more accessible modern pop style. 

This transition 
can be heard on 
original album 
tracks such as 
“Can’t Say No,” 
“Shed Your 
Love,” “You 
Can Come to 
Me,” and “Bro-
ken Afternoon,” 
to name a few. 
The 11 bonus 
tracks are 
made up of 
B-sides and 
rarities. 

An off-
shoot, if you 

will, of formative Australian punk band the 
Saints (of “[I’m] Stranded” fame), the Aints 
are led by original Saints member Ed Kuep-
per. The Church of Simultaneous Existence 
(ABC / Universal), the debut studio album by 
the Aints (available in a deluxe double disc 
edition featuring a full instrumental album), 
is comprised of previously unheard songs 
composed by Kuepper between 1969 and 
1979, some of which fall into the period he 
was the Saints. For songs that range from 
almost 40 to 50 years old, they sound time-
less. Furthermore, Kuepper and his band-
mates manage to conjure a punk energy on 
the songs “You Got the Answer,” “Elevator 
(A Song for Barking Jeff Lord),” “Red Aces,” 
“SOS 75,” and “Goodnight Ladies (I Hear a 
Sound Without).”  t

The Helio Sequence performs on No-
vember 30th at Johnny Brenda’s in Phila-
delphia and on december 4th at Songbyrd 
record cafe and music House in Washing-
ton, dc. 

By gRegg SHAPIRo
Hello 1968! It’s nice to hear from you again. 
Coming as it did after 1967’s ambitious 
(and symphonic) days of Future Past, the 
Moody Blues’s 1968 album in Search of 
the lost chord (Deram / UMC), reissued in 
an expanded 50th anniversary edition, had 
a lot resting on its shoulders. A thoroughly 
psychedelic affair – check out “Legend of a 
Mind” with its Timothy Leary name-check – 
it’s a departure in more ways than one. Re-
gardless, the album was accessible even if 
you weren’t partaking in mind-altering sub-
stances. “Ride My See-Saw” is one of the 
band’s most popular songs, and “Voices in 
the Sky” and “The Actor” are all worth listen-
ing to again (or for the first time, if you’re new 
to the album). The five “1968 single masters” 
bonus tracks include “Ride My See-Saw” 
and “Legend of a Mind.” 

The Rolling Stones faced a similar situ-
ation when it came to 1968’sBeggars Ban-
quet (Abkco / London), reissued on CD and 
in a limited-edition vinyl package, for its 50th 
anniversary. Featuring the original bathroom 

Really Retro 
lIVely ARTS // QMUSIC

graffiti cover (and “acceptable” artwork slip-
cover), Beggars Banquet arrived following 
an especially prolific period for the Stones 
in 1967, a year in which the band released 
three (!) albums – Between the Buttons, 
Flowers, and Their Satanic majesties re-
quest. It also marked the beginning of a leg-
endary production partnership with Jimmy 
Miller who would go on to work with the band 
on “Let it Bleed” (which turns 50 in 2019), 
Sticky Fingers, exile on main Street, and 
Goats Head Soup. In addition to featuring 
two of the Stones’s signature tunes – “Sym-
pathy for the Devil” and the timely “Street 
Fighting Man,” you will find other favorites in-
cluding “Jig-Saw Puzzle,” “No Expectations,” 
“Salt of the Earth,” and “Factory Girl.” 

 Blues also played a prominent role in 
the Rolling Stones’s music and the sound of 
Beggars Banquet. Blues musician Taj Mahal, 
who performed with the Stones in its Rock 
and Roll Circus concert (and subsequent 
movie) made his first foray into the world of 
movie soundtracks with “Sounder: Original 
Soundtrack Recording” (Varese Sarabande) 

bowing for the first 
time on CD. The 1972 
movie Sounder, which 
earned Cicely Ty-
son and the late, gay 
actor Paul Winfield 
Oscar nominations, 
was about Southern 
share-croppers during 
the great depression. 
Mahal wrote and per-
forms most of the songs 
on the soundtrack 
album which also in-
cludes a few Lightning 
Hopkins selections. It’s hard to imagine an-
other musician who has touched as many 
aspects of contemporary music more than 
Brian Eno. A founding member of Roxy Mu-
sic, a pioneer in art pop and ambient mu-
sic as a solo artist, and a music producer 
whose long list of credits include seminal 
albums by David Bowie, Talking Heads, 
Devo, U2, and others, Eno’s 
creative status is virtually un-
paralleled. Essential albums 
from Eno’s ambient music 
recordings, including 1975’s 
discreet music, 1978’s ambi-
ent 1: music for airports and 
1982’s ambient 4: On land 
(all on UMC / Virgin) have 
been reissued on 45 RPM 
double LP heavyweight 180 
gram vinyl half-speed masters 
(complete with certificates from 
Abbey Road Studios). 

Whether or not you are fa-
miliar with this aspect of Eno’s 
work, these stellar rereleases 
(check out the hypnotic beau- ty of 
“1/1” on Side A of music for airports) are the 
perfect opportunity to discover/rediscover 
his genius. 

In the years before the popularity of FM 
radio and its influence on rock music, as 
well as the ensuing impact of MTV, regional 
rock ruled the airwaves. AM radio stations 
were constantly incorporating releases by 
artists from the region and playing them 
alongside songs by nationally known art-
ists such as the Eagles and Led Zeppelin. 
Kalapana, considered by some to be “the 
Beatles of Hawaii,” is one such regional rock 
band from the 1970s. With the release of the 
20-track compilation Black Sand: The Best 
of Kalapana (Manifesto), the rest of us now 
have a chance to become acquainted with 
the group. Recommended for fans of yacht 
rock and Pablo Cruise. Originally released 
in 2008 and now reissued in an expanded 
tenth anniversary edition, Keep Your eyes 
ahead (Sub Pop), the fourth album by Port-
land duo the Helio Sequence, was the sound 

The Helio Sequence 
performs on November 

30th at Johnny 
Brenda’s in Philly and 

on December 4th at 
Songbyrd Cafe in DC

5900 Symphony Woods Road • Columbia, MD  21044 • Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.

Order On-Line at
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

410-730-8311

A MUST SEE SEASON!

Let Me Entertain You!

®
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By BRynn DeVeReAUX
“I’ve always loved the challenge of playing 
the trumpet,” says Grammy Award-win-
ning jazz trumpeter Chris Botti. Over 
the past three decades, Botti 
has become the largest-selling 
American instrumental artist 
with four number one jazz 
albums and has performed 
with musical legends like 
Barbara Streisand, Frank 
Sinatra, Josh Groban, 
Lady Gaga, and others. On 
November 23rd to 25th, he 
will return to the Joseph 
Meyerhoff Symphony Hall 
as part of the Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra’s Su-
perPops series. 

Botti’s love for the 
trumpet is obvious to any-
one who has listened to his 
albums or performances, but 
he is quick to mention the ob-
stacles the instrument presents. 
“The trumpet is not a casual in-
strument; it’s something that re-
quires daily attention to keep up 
your chops,” acknowledges Botti. 
“You not only have musical diffi-
culties with the trumpet, but there are also 
physical difficulties as well. I know a lot of 
fine musicians who cannot get around on 
the trumpet to the 
point where it acts 
like a smothering 
effect for their ca-
reer. They can’t 
express them-
selves musically 
because of the hurdles set up by the in-
strument. I’ve worked hard my whole life 
to get the trumpet to have a beautiful, low-
end and not shrill type of sound.”

Through this hard work, Botti has been 
able to craft a unique sound and display the 
beauty of the instrument. “I love the trum-
pet’s versatility. You could say ‘quiet and 
brooding’ would describe my recordings, 
but my live concerts are markedly different,” 
says Botti. “The two most paramount jazz al-
bums of all time – Kind of Blue and Sketch-
es in Spain, both by Miles Davis – share a 
common thread, which is an unbelievable 
amount of restraint. They’re polar opposites 
of live at the Plugged Nickel, where Miles 
is just going crazy on the instrument. As a 
listener, I’d rather listen to the former. That 
kind of loud, bravado trumpet playing is the 
more obvious choice, and I do that in con-

cert. I just don’t 
want to make 

records like that.”
Despite his 

success and longevi-
ty in the music world, Botti 

feels that he still needs to 
win over a few folks. “It’s 
funny, I have really good 
friends of mine who have 
never seen my show, 
and I’ll invite them to 
come to a show if I’m 
in their area. The day 
of, they’ll finally get up 
enough courage to ask 
me, ‘So is it just you 
like, with a trumpet?’ I 
literally feel that my ca-
reer has been about win-

ning over one person at 
a time – kind of like hand-

to-hand combat,” says Botti. 
“One audience at a time, one 

individual at a time, because 
once they see it, they get 
the whole scope of it. They 
come up and tell me, ‘Oh 
my gosh, I cried during the 
show,’ or ‘I’ve never seen 

musicianship like that before,’ or ‘That was 
really funny, and the guitar player is crazy,’ 
or that they really had so much fun and just 
thoroughly enjoyed the show. People don’t 
know what to expect from a trumpet player, 
and so it makes the uphill ladder so much 
steeper. This is one of the reasons I tour so 
relentlessly. I have a chip on my shoulder 
about it, and then, of course, once you get 
up there, you want to stay!”

The performances at the Meyerhoff 
will feature selections from his albums, in-
cluding his latest record impressions. Botti 
works hard to create a memorable show 
for his  audience. “I obsess about my 
show all day long because I want it to be 
musically entertaining and musically ‘high 
end’ for the fans,” says Botti. “It’s incredi-
bly important to me that we relate to them, 
that we’re open to them, and that we ac-
cept them and are appreciative that they’re 
there. It’s not lost on me at all that we have 
fans that buy tickets, take a night off, and 
come to the show. It means so much.” t

in addition to his performances at the 
meyerhoff, fans can view his PBS concert 
special. For ticket info, call the BSO Box 
Office at 410-783-8000 or visit BSOmusic.
org. The BSO will not be playing at this 
performance.

Blowing His             wn...

Chris Botti – largest-
selling American 
instrumental artist

Jazz trumpeter 
Chris Botti Nov. 
23rd to 25th

JOSEPH MEYERHOFF SYMPHONY HALL
TICKETS FROM $25 • BSOMUSIC.ORG/PULSE • 410.783.8000

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29 8:30 PM
Indie darlings Parquet Courts are blowing up on the alternative music 
scene with their dance-able punk rock hits. Fresh off the festival circuit, 

they join members of the Baltimore Symphony for one night only!

Join us in the lobby at 6 pm for live music by SUPER CITY, happy hour 
drink specials and food from our favorite Baltimore spots.

MADE POSSIBLE BY THE WALLACE FOUNDATION  •  MEDIA PARTNERS: WTMD  |  BALTIMORE MAGAZINE 
BEVERAGE SPONSORS: THE BREWER’S ART  |  NATIONAL BOHEMIAN BEER  |  BOORDY VINEYARDS

BSO PULSE 
    FEATURING

& MEMBERS OF THE 
BALTIMORE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
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With all of the scary media about child ab-
duction, it’s only logical that we send our kids 
in pairs when they’re out in public. We want 
our teens to report in and tell us where they 
are at all times. They think it’s overkill that we 
want to know if they leave a friend’s house for 
any reason. We want to make sure that they’re 
safe. But, they don’t always see it that way. 
They see it as control. They think we don’t trust 
them. But, in reality, we trust them. We don’t 
trust the rest of society. 

Keeping our kids safe is difficult at any 
age. Our kids want their independence. We 
want to put them in a bubble and know they’ll 

never get hurt. It’s hard to 
get the message across. 
However, one thing I’ve 
learned is that keeping 
the communication open 
makes it far easier than 
it would be otherwise. By 
keeping an ongoing dia-
logue with your child, you 
can make sure that your 
child understands that 
you only have safety in 
mind. We parents don’t sit 
around at night just making 
up rules for fun. They’re in 
place for a reason. We love 
our kids and want them to 
be as safe as possible. t

rev. Kelly crenshaw 
is the mom of 16 adopted 
kids, two biological kids, 
guardian of one baby girl 
and foster mom of dozens. 
Some are lesbian, some 
gay, some straight, and 

some bisexual. Kelly founded a 
K-12 day school where kids could 

have a safe, bully-free environment for learn-
ing. She is co-owner of a counselling agency 
that works with children and their families.

the tantrum start. She was screaming, but I 
didn’t know why. So, I called downstairs to 
find out what was happening. That’s when 
Cassandra embraced her inner demon and 
exploded.

She put her little hands on her hips, 
looked up the stairs, and in her best demon-
ic voice bellowed, “I. Want. To. Play. Snow-
man!” I calmly said, “Not now, baby. You 
need to warm up first. You can go out a little 
later.” “I. WANT. TO. PLAY. SNOWMAN!” At 
this point, she wasn’t going to hear any ra-
tionale thought. We tried. I have to give us 
credit. But, she was not having it. She want-
ed to play snowman and that was that.

So, as we heated her boots and gloves 
in front of the fireplace, others went to get 
her some dry clothes. She eventually calmed 
down and listened to reason, but it was a 
tough few minutes. She really wanted to play 
snowman. The funny thing is that after about 
15 minutes, Cassa forgot 
all about playing snow-
man and was busy with a 
different activity. 

Little kids have it 
tough, you know. They 
don’t understand why 
they can’t do whatever 
they want whenever they 
want to do it. Playing 
snowman was fun. Why 
can’t she do it all day? As 
adults, we knew that she 
needed to warm up so 
that she wouldn’t get sick 
or hurt. We had to take 
the fun out of her day.

I see this with older 
kids, as well. They think 
they understand every-
thing that is going on 
around them. They think 
they know all they need 
to know to get through the 
day. What they don’t know, 
however, is what they don’t know. It’s our 
job to help our kids understand the rea-
sons for our rules and why they exist. Adulting 
is hard and kids don’t quite understand why 
it is that they need to follow the rules about 
things they don’t understand. 

I think my favorite season is fall. The weather 
gets cooler. The outdoor chores wind down. 
The kids are back in their normal schedule. 
There are leaves to play in. This fall sea-
son even included a significant snowfall. All 
around it’s a great time of year. 

Cassa loves the snow. I don’t think she 
remembers much of it from last year. She 
just turned three last week, after all. But, 

when it snowed at our house, Cassa head-
ed out, bundled up to look like the Miche-
lin Man. She and one of our teen boys ran 
around, threw snowballs, built a snowman, 
and chased each other until they were ex-
hausted. When her cheeks were a brighter 
pink than her jacket, they came inside. 

And, Cassandra was not happy about 
that decision. So, while the rest of us ran 
around, finding her dry clothes and a hot 
drink, Cassa decided she needed to go 
back outside. I was upstairs when I heard 

  oUT In THe VAlley 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Rule-Bound

leaves so 
pretty but I 
want snow!

240-420-2180
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By the time you read this, the holiday season 
will be in full swing. My anxiety will also be in 
full swing because, as a nervous and incom-
petent cook, I will be preparing to face down 
my old enemy: holiday potlucks.

Don’t get me wrong. Overall, I like pot-
lucks. I like getting together with friends and 
loved ones and catching up. And sure, it’s 
nice to eat other people’s food, especially 
if they know how to cook. But for those of 
us who struggle in the kitchen, this can be 
a stressful time of 
year. Potlucks 
are like a “Proj-
ect Runway” 
challenge: your 
dish needs to 
express who you 
are while staying 
on theme and 
should be per-
fectly executed 
while also not 
playing it safe. 
That’s a lot to 
juggle for some-
one whose skill 
set ends at sand-
wiches and pasta.

We have pot-
lucks because 
food brings us 
together and is a 
way of showing 
we care for others. I like to think that I’m good 
at caring for others, but my limited culinary 
skills would indicate otherwise. At potlucks I 
often feel like everyone else’s dish is reciting 
poetry while mine is struggling with its ABC’s. 
Sure, store-bought food is fine for most pot-
lucks, but I still want to attempt cooking be-
cause I think the effort demonstrates caring. 
And, if you have little skills, you need to make 
a big effort.

Add to that the bundle of neuroses that 
make Brian’s Brain what it is. I avoid making 
entrees and sides because in the back of my 
mind I’m always certain that I will accidental-
ly poison myself and everyone I know. That 
narrows the options to baking, the safest and 

(usually) most difficult to screw-up of all the 
food types.

Last week I went to Bea, my longtime 
friend and go-to food genius, for help in se-
lecting a holiday themed dish for a Friends-
giving potluck. Yams were out (too cliché, not 
enough pizazz), and all the other traditional 

sides had been claimed by more confident 
cooks who didn’t hesitate when the sign-up 
sheet was posted. We decided on a cran-
berry dish, but wanted to make a statement, 
something that would really wow the “Project 
Runway” judges.

We landed on the Cran-
berry Curd Tart, a New 
York Times recipe that, like 
its crossword puzzles, is 
not for the faint of heart. 
We made some modifica-
tions, nixed the hazelnuts 
and gluten-free crust in 
favor of more sensible op-
tions, and opted for mini 
tarts. This was a new rec-
ipe for Bea, but it’s been 
on her baking bucket list 
for a while and she was 
confident we could pull it 
off. Meanwhile, I had yet 
to understand what curd 
really is.

The prep time is list-
ed as 90 minutes, which 
is absolutely fake news. 
The endeavor easily 

took five hours, and it was brutal. The cran-
berries were cooked out of their skins, then 
mashed through a sieve. Butter was added, 
followed by eggs. Vigorous stirring and con-
stant temperature were imperative, otherwise 
the eggs would scramble and we’d have to 
start over. And the dough, which needs to 
stay cold whilst being rolled, shaped, and put 
into tins, seemed like some kind of punish-
ment from Dante’s Inferno.

We learned a lot from the experience, 
which didn’t end until about 4 am. I learned 
that I’m not a complete lost cause in the kitch-
en, as long as I have friendly support and 
clear instructions. Bea learned how to tweak 
the recipe further for better results next time. 
And the tarts are delicious, so there will be a 

Project Potluck

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s
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By BRIAn geoRge HoSe
It’s been a busy month at Hagerstown Hopes! 
We’re happy to say that Golden Girls Drag 
Bingo, a fundraising event in partnership with 
For Otis Sake sold out, raising substantial 
funds for both our organizations. Everybody 
had a great time and our special Golden 
Girls performers put on a memorable and 
crowd-pleasing show. You can look forward 
to more drag bingo events from Hagerstown 
Hopes and For Otis Sake in the future!

We’ve also been working to support our 
transgender community. On November 20th 
we participated in the Transgender Day of 
Remembrance, held in downtown Hager-
stown to remember those in the trans com-
munity we’ve lost to violence in the past year. 
Violence against the trans community has 
been on the rise in recent years and we want 
to publicly show our support for our trans, 
non-binary, and gender expansive family. 
Our Trans Group is also up and running and 
provides a safe, affirming place for our trans, 
non-binary, and gender expansive 
community to meet and socialize. 
Contact paisley@hagerstown-
hopesmd.org for more information.

Over the last few weeks we’ve 
been reaching out to local GSAs in 
our public schools. Several of our 
members recently attended a GSA 
meeting to talk about transgender 
issues, including what it’s like to be 
a trans person, how transitioning 
works, and the healthcare challenges 
that continue to be a barrier for those in our 
community. Our hope is to provide education 
and support for our youth who may be explor-
ing their gender identity and expression, as 
well as to those who would like to learn to be 
an ally to our community.

Our local community has been very sup-
portive of us, and we would like to thank 
those involved for their continued support. Af-
ter receiving a low rating in the HRC Munici-
pality Equality Index, we met with Paul Kifer, 
chief of police, to discuss ways we can get a 
more accurate assessment next year. Kifer, 
a true ally, told us he had already begun the 

process of creating an LGBTQ officer liaison 
position. We are happy to have Lt. Rebecca 
Fetchu serving as our LGBTQ liaison. Fet-
chu, who has helped us with Pride and other 
events in the past, attended our open meet-
ing to introduce herself and voice her, and the 
police department’s, support of our commu-
nity. We look forward to working together to 
make Hagerstown a safer, better place for all 
its residents.

The city has also shown its support. On 
November 20th the mayor proclaimed Trans-
gender Day of Remembrance as a recog-
nized day of remembrance in Hagerstown. 
Then, on November 27th, the mayor will be 
proclaiming World AIDS Day (December 1st) 
as a recognized day of awareness. We thank 
all our community leaders (and countless res-
idents) for their support. There’s a lot of work 
to be done, and we’re glad that we’re not in 
this alone.

We’ve also partnered with the health de-

partment to pro-
vide free HIV testing at our community center. 
The health department, which has a team of 
medical professionals dedicated to LGBTQ 
healthcare needs, will be meeting with us 
soon to go over finishing details to ensure the 
safety and anonymity of those seeking test-
ing. We expect to have the program up and 
running very soon, and we look forward to 
working with the health department to provide 
the services and care our community needs.

Our Youth Program is also nearly ready to 
begin. We’ve put a lot of time and effort into 
ensuring the program will run smoothly and be 
beneficial to the young people in our commu-
nity. Look for announcements on Facebook!

Mark your calendars for the 2019 King 
and Queen of Hagerstown Pride Pageant 
(November 20th) and the Snow Ball Christ-
mas Show & Silent Auction (December 21st), 
both at The Lodge. 

For more information, or to make a do-
nation, visit us at Hagerstownhopesmd.org 
or like and follow us on Facebook. See you 
soon! t

Hagerstown Hopes: 
Updates and Advocacy

“At potlucks I often 
feel like everyone 

else’s dish is reciting 
poetry while mine is 
struggling with its 

ABC’s”

next time, hopefully soon.
If you’d like to make your own Cranberry 

Curd Tart, the recipe is available at Cooking.
nytimes.com and is authored by David Tanis. 
Hint: read the comments and do some re-
search before beginning. Some clever cooks 
have found a number of hacks and substi-
tutes to simplify the recipe. Bon appetit! t

 I learned 
that I’m not a 

complete lost 
cause in the 

kitchen



20 t  BAlTIMoRe oUTloUD        NOVEMBER 23, 2018 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm

qUAlITy oF lIFe

The idea of being “proactive” has never 
held much appeal. Burglar alarms are of-
ten installed only after the house has been 
looted. Trip insurance is frequently pur-
chased for the vacation taken after the one 
that goes awry. And yes, barn doors are of-
ten locked after the horse has been stolen.

The same is true of having a will pre-
pared. It’s one activity that can’t be put off 
until after the need 
arises. Instead, it 
is often some gal-
vanizing life event 
that first prompts 
someone to pre-
pare a will. 

• “My moth-
er died and her 
estate was a 
mess. I want to 
make sure my 
partner and chil-
dren don’t have 
to deal with my 
poor planning.”

• “I am going on a va-
cation and will be travel-
ing by air and sea. It will 
be easier to relax if I know 
my affairs are in order, just in case!”

• “I am having surgery and want to 
make sure my will is ready, on the off 
chance things don’t go as planned.”

• “We are getting married, and I heard 
that if I were to die, my spouse wouldn’t 
get all of my estate. I want a will to make 
sure he gets everything.”

• “I was in a serious car accident, and 
I realized that if I hadn’t survived, my part-
ner would have inherited nothing from my 
estate.”

Instead of waiting for a wake-up call, 
when should you write your first will? For 
those of us in the LGBT community, having 
a will prepared can be especially import-
ant. If you are married and die without a 
will, your spouse is entitled to only part of 

your estate. Preparing a will helps to en-
sure that he or she gets everything – al-
though a will is only the first step. 

If you are not married but have a part-
ner, this important person in your life will 
probably get nothing from your estate if 
something happens to you. From a legal 
standpoint you are not family but strang-
ers, so you the person who should prob-
ably be your primary beneficiary with in-
stead be left empty-handed. 

For those of us who are fortunate 
enough to have children, your exact legal 
relationship with each child will determine 
whether he or she receives anything from 
your estate, unless you have a will that 
says otherwise. Naturally born children, 
adopted kids, stepchildren, and children 
born through a surrogate can have differ-
ent rights of inheritance depending on the 
legal action that was taken – or that should 
have been taken – when you welcomed 
the child into your home. 

Having a will that names your children 
specifically will help to ensure that they 
inherit from you, regardless of your legal 

relationship with them. Your will can 
also name guard-
ians to care for any 
minor children and 
appoint a trustee 
to manage their in-
heritance until they 
reach a certain age. 

Even if you are 
single and child-
free, having a will 
prepared is your 
opportunity to name 
someone to settle 
your estate. In the 
absence of a will, 
this duty may fall to 

an estranged relative or even someone 
you owe money to at the time of your 
death. 
To ensure that your personal represen-

tative, or “executor,” will be someone you 
trust, you can designate a primary per-
sonal representative and a backup, in the 
case your first choice is unable or unwill-
ing to do the job. With the right person in 
charge, you can be confident that import-
ant tasks like dealing with your furniture, 
jewelry, car, and other personal property is 
handled with sensitivity and care. 

Bear in mind that a will is only part of 
your estate plan. You should also have a 
durable power of attorney and an advance 
medical directive. Just as important as a 
will, these documents enable you to name 
someone you trust to manage your financ-
es and medical care in case you ever be-
come unable to do so for yourself. 

When Should You 
Write Your 
First Will ?  

The Law
Lee Carpenter

& You

I hereby give, devise, 
and bequeath ...

Since riding down the escalator to an-
nounce his candidacy for President, Trump 
has tried to change the policies and laws 
concerning people who are not citizens of 
the US. His attempts have, for the most 
part, failed because there are federal judg-
es willing to rule against him when lawsuits 
challenging those attempts were filed.

In January and March 2017, Trump 
signed executive orders trying to ban all 
Muslims from entering the US. Judges in 
the Fourth and Ninth Circuit Courts of Ap-
peals ruled that those orders were uncon-
stitutional and granted restraining orders 
until the Supreme Court, in June 2018, 
entered a decision that the third executive 
order could be enforced pending a decision 
of the Ninth Circuit on the substance of the 
lawsuit in Hawaii. The third executive order 
limited the travel ban to citizens of six pre-
dominantly Muslim countries and included 
waivers for those persons with valid visas 
so that they could enter the US.

Trump also tried to end the DACA pro-
gram (Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als) in September 2017 through an exec-
utive order. Once again, the federal court 
system stopped this action. Most recently, 
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in 
November 2018 that he does not have the 
power to end DACA by executive order. The 
Citizenship and Immigration Service (“CIS”) 

has been accepting renewal of DACA status 
based on the federal court orders while the 
Trump administration waits for the Supreme 
Court to accept their appeal and allow them 
to argue the case for ending DACA. 

The spring and summer of 2018 became 
a nightmare for families entering the US and 
filing for asylum. The “zero tolerance” policy 
of prosecuting everyone who entered the 
US and separating minor children from their 
parents (to include infants who were being 
breastfed) demonstrated that this admin-
istration is willing to stoop to extreme be-
havior. Housing minor children in tent cities 
to suffer through the summer heat of Texas 
and Arizona summer is not the behavior of a 
country which is a signatory to international 
treaties advocating for the right of all per-
sons to seek refuge and apply for asylum. 
In October 2018, Trump claimed that there 
was an “invasion” in referring to the cara-

van of desperate people walking over 1,000 
miles to apply for asylum at the Mexico / US 
border. The drumbeat for exclusion of those 
people and to limit eligibility for asylum to 
as few as possible mysteriously ended on 
November 6th, 2018, once the mid-term 
elections were held.

Temporary protected status (“TPS”) was 
another target for elimination from the policy 
of the US immigration law. However, federal 
courts did not view the ending of TPS as be-
ing justified and actually violating the letter 
of law as it is currently written. The Ninth 
Circuit entered a preliminary injunction in 
October 2018 ordering the CIS to contin-
ue the TPS programs for those countries 
where TPS holders had been registered (in 
some cases for over 30 years).

The current administration has made it 
clear that they do not want anyone to emi-
grate to the US unless they are well-educat-
ed, fluent in English, and come from coun-
tries in northern Europe. All others should 
remain in their country of birth, no matter 
what happens in that country and no matter 
what benefit under US immigration law for 
which they may be eligible, to include asy-
lum and refugee status. One wonders when 
the Statue of Liberty will be returned to 
France, with a note saying, “No thank you. 
We do not need this anymore.” t

America 
Immigration Law in 

Disarray

The Law
Linda A. Dominguez

& You

“One wonders when the 
Statue of Liberty will 
be returned to France, 
with a note saying, ‘No 
thank you. We do not 
need this anymore.’”

Rather than waiting for some jarring 
life event, the best time to prepare a will is 
now. Call an attorney and say you want to 
be ready for whatever lies ahead. t

lee carpenter is an associate attorney 
at the law firm of Saul ewing anstein & 
lehr and can be reached at 410-332-8626 
or lee.carpenter@saul.com. learn more 
about lGBT estate planning at mdlgbtes-
tateplanning.com. This article is intended 
to provide general infor about legal topics , 
not specific legal advice.
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www.charmcityrealestate.com
410-467-8950 (direct)

Special Offer! Buyer and Seller clients who sign a listing or
buyer agency agreement before January 31, 2019 will

receive a FREE HMS Home Warranty** at closing!
Contact Wayne for details: wcurtis@remax.net 

**Basic HMS Home Warranty. Not valid with short sales or foreclosures.

THE BEST REAL ESTATE DEALS
IN A LGBTQ NEWSPAPER

410-802-1310
advertise@baltimoreoutloud.com

Pending final approval from Maryland Department of Aging

READY FOR MOVE-IN 
FALL 2020

443.338.6212
RolandParkPlace.org

With construction starting soon on the Grand Expansion of 
Roland Park Place, 50% of new residences are already spoken for. 

And with savings of up to $85,000 available only for a limited 
time, now’s the time to make your fully-refundable deposit.

Make the intelligent choice. Call today: 443.338.6212

POTENTIAL REWARD: $85,000  
POTENTIAL RISK: ZERO
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The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available

Look ahead for the
back bar to reopen 

by the New Year

Look ahead for the
back bar to reopen 

by the New Year

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN

DInIng oUT

Porta
911 Kingsley Street
Asbury Park, New Jersey
732-776-7661
Pizzaporta.com 

Pizza has three prime ingredients: dough, 
sauce, and cheese. Something so simple 
that still manages to constantly evolve in 
countless ways. If there was ever a food 

that represented America in all of its diver-
sity, pizza is it. Porta, a New Jersey estab-
lishment, offers a menu that embodies this 
type of variety in a fun atmosphere that in-
spires good memories. 

If you’re thinking about a Gar-
den State weekend getaway, As-
bury Park is a great place to check 
out. In its recent renaissance, this 
small town on the Jersey Shore 
won’t leave you any time for gym, 
tan, and laundry. Porta, at the heart 
of this town, will leave you wanting 
to come back. A large, beautifully 
polished warehouse hosts a variety 
of events year round. Only here, the 
food takes center stage.

The pizza is wood fired. The 
sauce, mozzarella, and ricotta are 
homemade. The veggies are fresh. 
The meats range from duck to fine 
charcuterie. You can order any of 
these on your pizza or a la cart. The 
“14-1/2” is perfectly spiced with hot 
soppressata and Calabrian peppers. 
The “Duck Duck Squash” is a perfect 
autumn comfort food with duck sau-
sage, butternut squash, ricotta, and 
Swiss chard. Want something to hold 
while you wiggle on the dance floor? 
Order their calzone. It has just the 
right cheese-to-meat ratio that won’t 

get sloppy while managing your drink in 
your other hand.

The drink offerings include the usu-
al beer and wine. Instead, try one of their 
specialty drinks like the bourbon-based 
Smashing Pumpkins or Delmar, with spiced 
rum, pineapple and cinnamon. After trying a 
few of these tasty concoctions, try their Ital-
ian style Grilled Cheese along with an order 
of House-made Meatballs. If feeling extra 
carnivorous, try the Filet Mignon Carpaccio. 
The savory shaved beef is offset with nutty 
Piave cheese.

Porta is the kind of 
place that will keep you wanting to come 
back. The variety of events will be your ex-
cuse. It’s the perfect environment to grab a 
quick drink before your next stop, a full din-
ner for the night. or simply a place to grab 
a variety of small plates and listen to some 
great music. t

Munch
Michael Ritmiller

On This

“Asbury Park is a great 
place to check out. 

Porta, at the heart of 
this town, will leave 
you wanting to come 

back.”

Pizza 
with pizzazz on the 

Jersey Shore
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Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY from 11am – 3pm
With$ 15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s,

Sangria and  EVO Craft Drafts

OFF THE VINE WEDNESDAYS
½ Off Select Bottles of Wine All Day

TAP THAT THURSDAYS – All Taps Half Off

HAPPY HOUR: Wed. – Sat. from  3pm – 7pm

OUR TERRACE IS OPEN! 

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Penguin Pils now available
in 16oz cans!

Introducing Lumen
Our new beer brewed speci�cally

for Light City!

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com

410-802-1310
advertise@baltimoreoutloud.com
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2018 TAX SEASON IS 
AROUND THE CORNER

Don’t Panic, we can help you with 
your 2018 Return . CALL US TODAY!

Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems

Don’t Panic, we can help you with 
your 2018 Return . CALL US TODAY!

2018 TAX SEASON IS 
AROUND THE CORNER

If you’re getting married in 
2019 or 2020, there’s a one in 
three chance that you’re going to get en-
gaged in the next six weeks. How exciting! 

Planning your wedding can be just as 
exciting as your engagement, full of joy 
and wonder and discovery. The key to suc-
cessful wedding planning is to be thought-
ful, thorough, and loving. That’s it! 

I’m going to walk you through a de-
liberate, step-by-step process that will 
help you avoid lots of potential stress and 
heartache.

Here’s how to do it: (Spoiler alert! This 
is part one of two.)

Step 1 – Think about the wedding you 
want. Feel about what 
you want. What 
do you want your 
wedding ceremo-
ny and reception to 
look, sound, smell, 
and taste like? Who 
is there with you? 
What are you hear-
ing? How do you 
feel, and how does 
the space feel? 

What things do 
you want to have 
happen? How does 
everything look? Is it 
night or day (or both), bright or dim, 
large or small? How might it start, and how 
might it end? Do you very best to imagine 
as much of it as possible. You can do this 
with your sweetie, or do it separately and 
compare your results.

If you don’t know where to begin, think 
about the wedding that you don’t want.

Step 2 – What’s your budget? How 
much money do you have available for 
everything and everyone involved in the 
ceremony and reception? That includes 
the venue, caterer, photography, entertain-
ment, decorating, officiant, planner/coordi-
nator, and cake? 

Ten Not-So-
Complicated 

Steps...

If other family members have indicated 
their desire to contribute, now is the time 
to find out how much money they are will-
ing to offer. The rest of your planning will 
go much easier when you know your bud-
get to within a thousand dollars or so.

Step 3 – How many guests do you 
plan to invite? Forget who you think will 
accept your invitation. It’s the number of 
guests you plan to invite that should guide 
your decisions around venue and catering 
choices.

I have a lot to say about 
whom to invite, some of which 
can be found in older posts 
of this column on the online 
version. My favorite piece of 
advice is one that I attribute 

to Judith Martin, also known as Miss Man-
ners, who says: “Invite the people you 
love and who love you.” Really, who else 
do you want at your wedding? You want 
to look at every face, every single person, 
and think, “I’m glad you’re here!” 

Step 4 – Where in the world do you 
want to get married? What state? What 
city, town or county? Do you want to be 
in the city, the country, or in the suburbs? 
We’re talking geography here. We’ll deal 
with the specific venue soon.

Step 5 – When do you want to get 
married? Is there a season or 

two that you favor? 
Are there months 
that you especially 
like or are off-lim-
its? What year? 
What day of the 
week do you like 
(Pro tip: Venue 
rates are often 
lower on Fridays 
and Sundays than 
they are on Sat-
urdays.) Perhaps 
you have an ex-
act date in mind. 

Even if you don’t  –  and that’s 
perfectly fine  –  it’s a good idea to look at 
some dates to see if they might work.

That’s the first half. Two weeks from 
now, in part two, we’re going to put all of 
that planning to work and start shopping! 
For now, you have plenty to do for two 
weeks, so grab your sweetie, find a com-
fortable place to snuggle and talk, and get 
to it!  t

david l. egan is the proprietor and stew-
ard of chase court, a wedding and event 
venue in downtown Baltimore. Visit cha-
secourt.com, and follow chasecourtWed-
dingVenue on instagram and Facebook.

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

qUAlITy oF lIFe

...for planning 
your wedding
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many memories! The an-
niversary weekend started 
on Friday, November 16th 
with an AMCC “All Club 
Night” attended by many of 
the area’s leather clubs, a 
meet-and-greet for judges 
and contestants, and up-
stairs a Birds of Prey Drag 
Show featuring Willam from 
RuPaul’s “Drag Race” fame 
followed by a dance with DJ 
Icy Funk. 

When we arrived on 
Saturday evening, the cook-
out had ended but the gear auction was 
going strong. Although there was a $15 
cover charge this year, admission included 
two free drink tickets! Who could argue with 
that? I also saw online that lots of additional 
free parking was made available behind the 
small shopping center that sits in front of the 
bar. I hope this continues. The DC Eagle is a 
fantastic industrial space housed in a 1920’s 
meat-packing plant, but parking is some-
times a complaint. This additional parking lot 
solves that problem. 

The emcee for this year’s contest was 
Mr. DC Eagle 2017 Grey Owl ONYX who 
did a fantastic job in spite of the fact that 
the sound system did not seem to carry to 
the back of the room. (It is a very cavernous 
space.) Unfortunately, in a bar setting when 
people can’t hear they start having con-

versations which just 
makes it ever harder to 
hear. I’ve seen this hap-
pen so many times over 
the years. Luckily, I got 
there early and had a 
seat upfront. 

Tasked with making 
a selection from four 
very suitable contes-
tants were Mr. DC Eagle 
2018 Daniel Ferguson 
(head judge), Mid-At-
lantic Leather Woman 
2019 Jewel, Mr. Eagle 

NYC 2018 Joseph Macchia, Mr. Wisconsin 
Leather 2018 Magnus Wynter (founder and 
editor-in-chief of Tagg magazine and execu-
tive producer of the Tagg Nation podcast Eb-
one’ Bell), Mr. DC Eagle 2012 Kevin Jordan 
(director / founding board member of MAsT 
[Master And slave Together] of Wilmington, 
Delaware), Mr. Maryland Leather 2009 Rik 
Newton-Treadway, and nationally-known per-
former Willam. 

Contestants who had been interviewed 
earlier in the day by the judges, appeared 
on stage in barware, jock/fetish wear, formal 
leather, answered an onstage question, and 
gave a 90-second speech explaining why 

they wanted the title of 
Mr. / Ms. DC Eagle. My 
favorite onstage ques-
tion which was select-
ed randomly by Chad 
(and you know this 
question had to come 
up in Washington) was: 
If you were nominat-
ed for Supreme Court 
Justice, what incident 

would you be testifying about? Chad replied 
that he would be forced to testify about the 
very first time he was geared up in leather 
because not only are there pictures there is 

Sir Christopher Booth from Arlington, Vir-
ginia, was sashed Mr. DC Eagle 2019 and 
Alyssa Durnien, who did a wonderful job as 
Ms. Woods Leather 2017, made history when 
she was selected the first ever Ms. DC Eagle 
during the bar’s contest on Saturday, Novem-
ber 17th. Runner-ups were Chad Allen from 
DC for Mr. DC Eagle 2019 and fetish model 
and performer Hailey Dollar from Alexandria, 
Virginia, for Ms. DC Eagle 2019. There were 
no additional contestants. 

I was thrilled when I heard that the Mr. 
DC Eagle contest which started in 1982 
and is the longest-running leather title in the 

country was adding a 
Ms. DC Eagle title this 
year. You may recall 
that the first female 

Eagle Bar 
titleholder was selected in 1992, when Glen-
da Rider was selected Ms. Baltimore Eagle 
1992. Glenda looked on proudly on Satur-
day night as Alyssa joined the Ms. Eagle 
sisterhood! 

The Mr. and Ms. DC Eagle 2019 Con-
test, coordinated by Miguel Ayala, was the 
centerpiece of a festive weekend celebrat-
ing the iconic leather bar’s 47th anniversary. 
Although the bar has moved several times 
over the years and has changed ownership, 
the history continues, and management did 
not promote a first anniversary every time 
there was a change. So many years and so 

also a video! 
Keeping the contest rolling along smooth-

ly was tally master Mid-Atlantic Drummerboy 
2016 Pup Indigo, judges’ boy  Atlantic States 
Leatherboy 2019 boy kristopher davis, and 
busy backstage helping the contestants as 
den daddy was International Community 
Bootblack 2017 boy john urso. 

After the contest a dance was held with DJ 
Holy Sparklez, followed by a victory brunch 
on Sunday and a DC gay bar bus crawl. 

As we wait for the Baltimore Eagle to 
reopen, head on down to the DC Eagle. (It’s 
not that far from Baltimore.) It is the perfect 
leather bar space. There is always some-
thing going on there as there has been for 
47 years. Visit Dceagle.com for a complete 
schedule of events. Enjoy a little taste of 
leather history in DC. t

History is Made 
in DC!

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

leATHeR

leonardo’s ‘last 
Supper’? or the 
DC eagle contest 
november 17th?

Mr. & Ms. 
DC eagle
2019
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993

227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850

•BEST PRICES IN TOWN
•TEA PARTY SUNDAY   4 p.m.- 8 p.m. (W. D.J. Vine)
•KARAOKE SUNDAY   9 p.m.-12
•TUESDAY SHOW TUNES  8 p.m.-10 p.m  (W. Jayson)
•DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY  9 p.m. till the music stops
•COME AND WATCH ON OUR BIG SCREEN:
 Wednesdays -  American Horror Story
 Thursdays - RuPaul’s Drag Race

Come Join Us For Our 9th Annual 
THANKSGIVING FEAST 

Hosted by Chef Ron S. -  6 p.m. 

Come Join Us For Our 9th Annual 
THANKSGIVING FEAST 

Hosted by Chef Ron S. -  6 p.m. 

•BEST PRICES IN TOWN
•TEA PARTY SUNDAY   4 p.m.- 8 p.m. (W. D.J. Vine)
•KARAOKE SUNDAY   9 p.m.-12
•TUESDAY SHOW TUNES  8 p.m.-10 p.m  (W. Jayson)
•DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY  9 p.m. till the music stops
•COME AND WATCH ON OUR BIG SCREEN:
 Wednesdays -  American Horror Story
 Thursdays - RuPaul’s Drag Race
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALON

FINANCIAL

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Psychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 W. Lexington Street  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

 Grand Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649

• Wills & Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Advance Medical Directives
• Probate & Trust Administration
• Prenuptial Agreements 

Lee Carpenter, Esq.
Your LGBT Estate Planning Attorney

500 E. Pratt Street, Suite 900, Baltimore
(410) 332-8626 • Lee.Carpenter@saul.com

Be part of our 
Professional 

Service 
Directory.  For  

more information
Contact Mary at 

410-802-1310
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The Fosters available on Xfi nity Stream app

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. No celebrity endorsement implied. ©2018 Comcast. All rights reserved. 

Dreams refl ected.
On X1, it’s pride all year, only with Xfi nity.℠ There’s power in seeing yourself on screen, and that’s why Xfi nity created a 

fi rst-of-its-kind community endorsed LGBTQ Film & TV Collection. With Xfi nity On Demand, you have access to thousands of 

TV shows and movies at home and on-the-go. Simply say, “LGBTQ” into the X1 Voice Remote to easily immerse yourself in an 

awesome, diverse collection of content that refl ects all of you. Simple. Easy. Awesome.

Find yourself at xfi nity.com/LGBTQ

D
IV

0
31-Q

4
-N

E
D

-A
10

-V
1

T:9.875”

T:9.6”


