
“This has be-
come a period when 
our voices are be-
ing systematical-
ly erased through 
tactics ranging from 
voter suppression to 
redistricting,” said 
Mimi Demissew, 
head of the GLCCB 
community center. 
“We can’t take our 
votes for granted. 
We have to go out 
and vote!”

The most com-
prehensive and ac-
curate source for voting information is the 
Maryland State Board of elections website, 
referred to multiple times below. It is rec-
ommended that all voters visit Voterser-
vices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterSearch 
prior to each election. 

leave here, we’ll send you 
with our staff member’s phone 
number, so you guys can con-
nect over the summer. We 
think you guys would be good 
friends. That was 29 years 
ago. We’ve been together as a 
couple ever since, and legally 
married since 2009.”

Growing up in Baltimore, 
faith played an important role 
in Mark’s early life. “I grew 
up in Baltimore, and my dad 
was a Methodist minister. He 

was the pastor of a church near the Balti-
more City / County line.” Mark added, “As 
a preacher’s kid, faith was central to my 
life from my childhood days. After I discov-
ered my passion for peace and justice in 
my early teens, I came to see how closely 
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—continued on page 3

Gay couple 
bonded through 
love of teaching, 

now authors of 
children’s books 

featuring justice-
loving canine

By Frankie kujawa
By definition, “peace” 
conveys harmonious 
well-being and free-
dom from hostile ag-
gression. Peace Pom: 
Ronan Makes a Differ-
ence the second book 
in the series by Mark 
Gruber-Lebowitz (and 
illustrated by his hus-
band Sheldon Gru-
ber-Lebowitz), is the 
story about a young 
Pomeranian dog who 
is hoping to tell ev-
eryone about peace 
– how we can feel it 
ourselves and how 
we can spread it to 
those around us. The 

children’s book, for children of all ages, is 
a delightful tale that not only educates but 
touches readers’ souls. Baltimore OUT-

loud recently sat down with 
the book’s creators.

For Mark, a retired el-
ementary school teacher, 
administrator, and curric-
ulum specialist, a chance 
interview years ago brought 
art educator Sheldon into 
his life. “I was interviewing 
in the summer for a teach-
ing position at a school in 
Catonsville,” Mark began. 
“Sheldon was teaching art 
at this school. During the 
interview I was asked about my teaching 
style, and I told them about all the extra 
things that I did in my classroom. I found 
that they were looking at me with these 
strange smiles on their faces. One inter-
viewer then said to the other, ‘He’s like a 
tall Sheldon.’ And they said, ‘When you 

linked to politics. If we choose not to vote, 
we do so at our own peril.”

“This year, the American Civil Liberties 
Union is sharing bumper stickers and de-

cals that say ‘Vote like your 
rights depend on it.’ And they 
do,” said Mark Procopio, 
head of FreeState Justice. 
“From voting rights, to ac-
cess to healthcare, economic 
security, safe and affirming 
schools, representation, and 
the courts, this year’s elec-
tions will have far reaching 
consequences. We’re en-

couraging queer Marylander’s to get in-
formed, engaged and organized.”

You can use this tool to
• review your voter registration record
• request a duplicate voter registration 

card
• find out where to vote
• find out your voting districts

—continued on page 19

‘The stakes, 
impact, and 

repercussions 
are as high or 

possibly higher 
than ever.’

The Dogs of Peace

Elections 2018
By Bill redmond-Palmer
On Tuesday, November 6th, Election Day 
will be upon us again, and the stakes, 
impact, and repercussions are as high or 
possibly higher than ever. Com-
munity leaders have expressed 
the great importance of each 
person voting either via absen-
tee ballot, at an early voting 
site, or on election day.

“It’s important that LGBTQ 
people turn out to vote,” said 
Brian Gaither of the Maryland 
Pride Foundation. “Whichever 
candidate we might individu-
ally support in the election, our visibility 
and safety as a community will forever be 

mark and Sheldon Gruber-lebowitz 
–  Teachers and dog-lovers turned kids’ 

book authors
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• find out your local board of elections
• see the status of your absentee or 

provisional ballot
• view your sample ballot and more.
If you wish to vote absentee, your re-

quest must be received, not just mailed 
by Tuesday, October 30th if you wish to 
receive your ballot by 
mail or fax, or by Fri-
day, November 2nd, 
if you want to down-
load your ballot from 
the state’s website. If 
you hand-deliver your 
request and the bal-
lots are ready, you can 
pick up your absentee 
ballot. You may take 
your absentee ballot 
with you and return 
it by mail or you can 
vote with it at the local 
board office which can 
be found at Elections.maryland.gov/about/
county_boards.html and give it to an elec-
tion official. If you miss the deadline but 
still want to vote by absentee ballot, you 
or your agent must apply in person at your 
local board of elections.

Early voting sites throughout the state 
will be open from Thursday, October 25th, 
through Thursday, November 1st. These 

sites will open at 10 am and close at 8 pm 
each day. There will be seven sites in Bal-
timore City:

• Public Safety training center (3500 
West Northern Parkway – enter on Man-
hattan Avenue) 

• Southeast Anchor Library (3601 east-
ern Avenue)

• Mount Pleasant church & Ministries 
(6000 Radecke Avenue) 

• League for People with Disabilities 
(1111 East Coldspring Lane) 

• Westside Skill center (4501 edmond-
son Avenue – enter on Athol Avenue) 

Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
chase brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

newS // LOCAL newS // LOCAL 

“With so many options and 
opportunities available to 

vote, every single registered 
voter in the state of Maryland 
can and should vote in this 

election”

—continued from page 1 • University of Maryland at baltimore 
Community Engagement Center (1 North 
Poppleton Street) 

• Patapsco elementary School (844 
Roundview Road)

To find the early voting sites for other 
Maryland counties, visit https://elections.
maryland.gov/voting/early_voting.html. All 

residents of Balti-
more City may vote 
at any Baltimore 
City early voting 
site. You must go to 
an early voting site 
within the county in 
which you reside, 
to obtain a ballot 
that has all the rac-
es you are eligible 
to vote in. If you go 
to a site outside of 
your jurisdiction, 
you will be required 
to vote with a pro-

visional ballot, and only statewide and na-
tional offices will be counted.

On election Day, polls open at 7 am 
and remain open all day until 8 pm. Anyone 
standing in line at 8 pm on election day is 
eligible to vote. If you have a concern or 
a question about the process, be sure to 
ask an election judge. That’s what they’re 
there for. Don’t just take a guess and make 
a mistake! If an election judge cannot help 
you, never be afraid to ask for the assis-
tance of one of the two chief judges at your 
voting location. They are empowered to 
make decisions, and if necessary will work 
with the Board of Elections to resolve your 
issue.

Finally, you are always able to vote, so 
long as you visit an election site during the 
hours they are open. Even if for some rea-
son you believe you are registered but do 
not appear in the database, or the check 
in judges are unable to issue you a regular 
ballot, you always have the right to cast a 
provisional ballot. Each provisional ballot 
is reviewed following the election, and a 
determination is made on its status, which 
you have the right to review at Voterser-
vices.elections.maryland.gov/VoterRes-
ults.

With so many options and opportuni-
ties available to vote, every single regis-
tered voter in the state of Maryland can 
and should vote in this election. “Your vote 
in federal, state, and local elections is as 
important as ever,” said Procopio. t

Elections 2018
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Trans Alliance 
Fundraiser, Nov. 3rd

The Baltimore Transgender Alliance (BTA) 
invites you to join them at the Back Yard 
Baltimore Bar (131 South Schroeder 
Street, Baltimore) on Saturday, November 
3rd, from noon to 4 pm. 

“Come support the BTA,” says 
the group’s head, Ava Pipitone, 
“and check out a new bar space in 
our city and build queer and trans 
community. This is a day this ven-
ue is not typically open, so it’s all 
ours; it’s as queer as we make 
it, as inclusive as we make it, as 
safe as we make it, and as ours 
as we make it! It’s also a great 
chance for allies to spend money 
and directly support queer trans 
organizers.”

The Back Yard Baltimore Bar is partner-
ing with Cardinal Spirits’s Pride Vodka to 
create a signature cocktail that will be on 
the menu all day – $1 from each cocktail 
will be donated to the BTA. DJ Trill Natured 
will perform. For more info, visit the BTA’s 
Facebook event page at Bit.ly/2AnoUTK. t

Giving Thanks with 
the Homeless

By Bill redmond-Palmer
For the fifth year in a row, the predominant-
ly LGbtQ led group b & Dee’s baltimore 
Love has hosted a Thanksgiving event 
open to all of Baltimore’s homeless popu-
lation, with the goal of providing them a hot 
Thanksgiving meal, as well as useful tools 

and resources. Last year they served over 
1,600 meals per day on two different days, 
with the support of over 1,200 volunteers, 
and this year they anticipate even more.

This event is a great opportunity for 
those in our community who are stably 
housed, and don’t have to worry about 
where they will lay their heads down at 

night, to help those who are 
less fortunate. There are 
lots of ways to support this 
event, either as a volunteer 
or through donations. More 
on that to follow.

The event is planned for 
11 am to 3:30 pm on Satur-
day, November 17th, and 
will be held again at 420 
Fallsway, under the Jones 
Falls Expressway (JFX). 
The event is free and open 

to the public, and will include vendors, live 
entertainment, as well as toiletry, clothing, 
coat and blanket giveaways.

This year’s entertainment will include 
DJ Uzoma, Priddy Music Academy, and 
former King of Pride Chris Jay. This year’s 
vendors will include Retirement Wellness 
Strategies, providing Narcan training; 
Chase Brexton Health Care, providing HIV 
and hepatitis C testing; Healthy Lives Mat-
ter, offering addiction, behavioral health, 
and case-management services; Tow-
son University, providing blood pressure 
screening; Thankful Paws, providing free 
pet food and supplies; Organization of 
Hope, providing free showers and laundry 
services in their mobile “Hope on Wheels” 
unit.

b & Dee’s baltimore Love’s official part-
ner is the Druid Heights Community Devel-
opment Center, and their current sponsors 
are Stephen J. Tang Plumbing; SAFE Man-

agement, and ERC of Maryland. To help 
sponsor the event, contact them at info@
bdeebaltimorelove.org. 

For more information about the event, 
visit the Facebook event page at Bit.
ly/2r7KgKb. there you can find links to 
register as a volunteer, or to donate food, 
supplies, coats, blankets, and / or toilet-
ries; or email info@bdeebaltimorelove.org. 
To make a financial donation, visit B and 
Dee’s GoFundMe page at Bit.ly/2SbYTgR.

“Thank you for your support of our fifth 
annual Thanksgiving,” said Brian Dolbow, 
b & Dee’s president. “It’s our amazing vol-
unteers and donors that make events like 
this happen. The people of Baltimore are 
so appreciative of everything we do. To-
gether we will make a difference.” t

Unity Fellowship 
Church of Columbia 
Marks Eight Years

Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia (8995 
Lambskin Lane, Columbia, Maryland) will 
celebrate its eighth anniversary with a 
“Homecoming Service,” November 4th, 
from 10 am to 1 pm. All members, family, 
friends and guests are welcome.

the church opened on November 7th, 
2010 and is part of the Unity Fellowship 
Church Movement (UFCM) founded by 
Archbishop Carl Bean in 1982. The UFCM 
is a progressive Christian movement com-
mitted to social justice and comprises sev-
enteen churches and three fellowships in 
the US and in Jamaica. 

The guest speaker will be Rev. Carla 
Johnson of the Unity Fellowship Church of 
Baltimore, known for her work with Balti-
more’s homeless.

Special guests will be the Game Chang-
ers, a group of UFCM ministers.

For more info, visit UFCM’s Facebook 
event page at Bit.ly/2CXXlmj. t

Smithsonian to 
Receive Matthew 
Shepard Collection

 
washington, dC - On October 25th, 

the Smithsonian’s National Museum of 
American History will receive a donation 
of papers and personal objects from the 
parents of Matthew Shepard, a gay college 
student who died of severe injuries follow-
ing an attack in October 1998 in Laramie, 
Wyoming. 

The Shepards will donate personal 
papers highlighting Matthew’s school life 
from elementary through college, theatre 
scripts, photographs, correspondence, 
and notebooks, as well as a number of 
objects, including a child-sized Superman 
cape, sandals, a wedding ring and purple 
ribbon award. Students from George Ma-
son University’s School of Theater will per-
form excerpts from The Laramie Project by 
Moisés Kaufman and the Tectonic Theater 
Project. A brief panel discussion will follow. 

Since their son’s murder 20 years ago, 
the Shepards have devoted their lives to 
fighting hate and bigotry. To further their 
work they started the Matthew Shepard 
Foundation, which states that “Our work is 
an extension of Matt’s passion to foster a 
more caring and just world. We share his 
story and embody his vigor for civil rights 
to change the hearts and minds of others 
to accept everyone as they are.” t (Se-
attle Gay NewS and the Matthew Shepard 
Foundation – cathy Renna at Sgn.org/sgn-
news46_42/page1.cfm and Matthewshep-
ard.org/about-us)

newS // NATIONAL

The Shepards, in happier days

Product placement

unity Fellowship congregants

B and dee’s 
– feeding the 
homeless facebook.com/BaltimoreOUTloudfacebook.com/BaltimoreOUTloud
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Equality is 
our policy.
LifeBridge Health is committed 

to creating an environment 
where our LGBTQ patients 

feel welcome and respected. 

lifebridgehealth.org/lgbtq

W

e Care About Our LGBTQ Patients

Foundation Donates 
Nearly $4 Million to 
24 LGBTQ groups

durham, north Carolina - The Laugh-
ing Gull Foundation (LGF) has announced 
the approval of $3,895,000 in grants to be 
awarded from 2018 through 2020 
to 24 organizations supporting 
the LGBTQ community in the 
US South. This commitment rep-
resents a 240% increase in annu-
al grant-making for LGF’s LGBTQ 
Equality Program, and the addition 
of 12 new grantees. The portfolio 
reaffirms LGF’s focus on North Car-
olina and Virginia, and on strategic 
opportunities to support the LGBTQ 
community across the South, the 
group said. The expansion also al-
lows LGF to make new commitments 
to emerging organizations focused 
on the transgender community, and to 
multi-issue organizations doing signifi-
cant work on racial justice. 

“This is a critical moment to do ev-
erything we can to support the LGBTQ 

community,” said the LGF’s Meg Bae-
smith, noting that “2017 was the deadliest 
year on record in terms of anti-LGBTQ 
violence. Thankfully, there are inspiring, 
strategic leaders and organizations across 
the South moving us toward lived and legal 
equality for LGBTQ people.” She said her 
group “is honored to be able to 
expand our 

investment in their 
work, and to provide multi-year, gener-

al operating support to the majority of our 

newS // NATIONAL

grantees.”
Laughing Gull Foundation is a pro-

gressive family foundation rooted in the 
South. On its website it states its mission 
is to “leverages our resources to trans-
form systems, institutions, and relation-
s h i p s for the benefit of people and the 

planet. Our mission is to honor 
our family’s evolving identity 
while proactively addressing 
broken systems that have cre-
ated inequality and harmed 
our planet. We achieve our 
mission through grantmaking, 
donor organizing, and impact 
investing in support of three 
priorities: LGBTQ equality, 
higher education in prison, 
and environmental justice. 
We typically fund grassroots 
organizations engaged in 
direct service, organizing, 
advocacy, and/or culture 
change work.” t  (Q Notes 
Online and the laughing 

Gull Foundation – lainey Millen at    Go-
qnotes.com/61152/southern-foundation-
grants-top-3-million and laughinggull.org/
vision-mission-strategy)

410-727-1112  •  chasecourt.com
1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD

Owned and Operated by David Egan, 
wedding columnist for BaltimoreOUTloud.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook at
ChaseCourtWeddingVenue

• ArchitecturAlly-stunning 
wedding venue • 

• indOOR & OuTdOOR wedding 
CeReMOnieS, ReCePTiOnS, 

And eLOPeMenTS •
• OveR 30 SAMe-Sex weddingS 

SinCe 2013 • 
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In only three states – Delaware, Mississip-
pi and New Mexico – no LGBT candidates 
made it to the November ballot. California 
and Texas had the most LGBT candidates 
run.

California already has 105 LGBT elect-
ed officials. Of the 81 who ran in primaries, 
57 made it to the ballot. texas only had 
16 open LGBT officials. Of the 61 who ran 
in primaries, 37 will be on the ballot when 
early voting begins on Monday. At least 
one – Jessica Gonzalez – is assured elec-
tion to the Texas House. She has no op-
position. The states with no LGBT elected 
officials are Hawaii, Louisiana, Mississippi, 

and South Da-
kota.

“ L G B T Q 
c a n d i d a t e s 
are running for 
office in un-
p r e c e d e n t e d 
numbers and 

in every state in the nation – and it is al-
ready inspiring more LGBTQ people to 
run in the near future,” said former Hous-
ton mayor Annise Parker, who heads the 
Victory Fund. “This rainbow wave of can-
didates is certainly concentrated in blue 
states and districts, but LGBTQ leaders in 
conservative parts of the nation are stand-
ing up and determined to become public 
servants while remaining true to who they 
are. The struggles and experiences of 
LGBTQ candidates provide a unique per-
spective that makes them authentic, val-
ues-driven leaders, and it is increasingly 
resonating with voters.” (Dallas Voice and 
The Victory Fund – David Taffet at Dal-
lasvoice.com/lgbt-candidates-ran-in-ev-
ery-state-this-year-for-the-first-time-ever 
and  Victoryfund.org/news/for-the-first-
time-in-u-s-history-lgbtq-candidates-ran-
for-office-in-every-state-this-cycle)

Trans women 
find haven in 
Indonesian 
Islamic school

yogyakarta, indonesia – As reported 
by Reuters, Shinta Ratri, the matron of an 
Indonesian Islamic boarding school, cor-
rects the pronunciation of a group of fellow 
Muslims as they chant the phrase “only 
one God” in Arabic and prepare to pray to-
gether. Nothing unusual in that, except that 
these worshippers, gathered in a cramped 

Beyond The BelTway

residential neighborhood of the city of 
Yogyakarta, are all transgender women 
in the world’s largest Muslim-majority 
country where hostility against them has 
surged, forcing many underground. Rights 
activists say hardline Islamist groups are 
fast eroding the country’s long-standing 
reputation for tolerance of minorities like 
the “waria” – a portmanteau of the Indo-
nesian words for “woman” and “man” – as 
the trans community is locally known. “We 
believe it is our duty as Muslims to pre-
vent this kind of LGBT behavior and forbid 
it,” said Umar Said, a senior cleric with the 
hardline Islamic People’s Forum, which 
forcibly shut down the school two years 
ago. Being transgender is a disease that 
can be cured through prayer, he said.

Ratri, 56, and her students and friends 
witnessed this intimidation first hand in 
2016, when vigilante Islamists mobbed 
the Pesantren Waria Al-Fatah school and 
forced it to shut down. Yuni Shara, 51, de-
scribed how a group of “aggressive” men 
in white robes and skull caps descended 
on the school after Friday prayers. “I felt 
angry that my freedom, especially my free-
dom of religion, was being violated,” said 
Shara, who lives at the school. “Even the 
state can’t fully guarantee our safety from 
these groups,” she added as she took off 
her wig and make-up before joining the 
others in prayer. 

The school, set up in 2008, was empty 
for months after the raid but people have 
gradually begun to return to what is now 
widely considered a safe space for the 
waria community. But while the school is 
accepted by its immediate neighbors, op-
position remains. Historically, waria and 
other gender-fluid communities have been 
an accepted part of Indonesian society. 
The Bugis ethnic group on Sulawesi is-
land for instance traditionally recognizes 
five genders, including one that is said to 

“transcend”, or combine, the female and 
male. Even without legal barriers, many in 
the LGBT community face ostracism from 
their families and communities, discrim-
ination in looking for work and, in some 
cases, violence and humiliation. “As waria, 

Before Stonewall 
there was the 
Emma Jones 
Society 

Pensacola, Florida - Emma Jones 
was one of the greatest LGBT allies in the 
1960s in northern Florida. Too bad she 
didn’t actually exist. When a reporter once 
went looking for the mysterious woman he 
was told, “Honey, the Emma Jones Society 
is you and me and every other faggot in 
this town, and nobody here gives a damn 
who Miss Emma Jones herself is.” 

Emma Jones turned out to simply be 
a cover for a regular gay gathering on the 

beach in Pensacola, Florida, starting on 
the Fourth of July in 1964. The advocate 
once described the celebrations as one of 
the “largest gay organized events in the 
country.” That’s pretty remarkable con-
sidering how conservative the Panhandle 
of Florida is - even now it’s still known as 
the “Redneck Riviera.” Back then, there 
was nowhere for the gays to go. The po-
lice would raid any place they would con-
gregate. Parks and restrooms were the 
only place to meet. That’s the way things 
were until Ray and Henry Hillyer decid-
ed to change the status quo. The radical 
pair, in an effort to network more with lo-
cal gay men who felt they had no social 
outlet, set up a PO box under the name 
Emma Jones to receive LGBT-related me-
dia such as One magazine. They picked 
the name because they felt it was average, 
boring, and wouldn’t draw much attention. 
The Hillyers sought to share the material 
mailed to the PO box with other gays in the 
area. But in the early 1960s they decided 
it was time for something bigger than a so-
cial registry and a PO box so they came up 

with the idea of throwing a beach bash on 
the Fourth of July, instead of hiding, they 
chose the most public and crowded place 
they could for the holiday celebration. And 
that’s how the first gathering of the “Emma 
Jones Society” came into being. 

Over the years these gatherings con-
tinued to grow and attract more attendees 
so in 1970 they decided to move the crowd 
indoors. The event moved to Pensacola’s 
historic Hotel San Carlos, affectionately 
known as the “Gray Lady of Palafox.” For 
the next few years the gay men would start 
the day out at the beach and make their 
way back to the hotel’s ballroom, where 
there would be music, dancing, drag 
shows, and contests. Media outlets started 
picking up on the convention but the pub-
licity caused its demise. The Emma Jones 
Society convention came to end in 1974 
when the last party was held. In a way the 
informal organization was a victim of its 
own success. As it became more popular, 
attendance grew, and as more media out-
lets wrote about the celebrations, the local 
backlash grew as well. “Emma Jones died 
in the streets of Pensacola on July 4th, 
1974. She was 17,” The advocate reported. 
Some attendees started receiving death 
threats, local ministers organized against 
the convention, and the city council start-
ed to work closely with law enforcement to 
find ways to curb the annual event by raid-
ing popular bars catering to gays. (echo 
Magazine - Graham Brunk at echomag.
com/emma-jones)

LGBTQ 
candidates ran 
for office in 
every state this 
year

washington, dC - The Victory Fund 
reports that for the first time in history, 
LGBT candidates ran this year from every 
state, as well as in DC and Guam. Current-
ly, there are 577 LGbt elected officials. In 
this election cycle, 618 known LGBT can-
didates ran, and 399 of them made it to the 
November ballot. Victory Fund endorsed 
272 openly LGbtQ candidates in 2018 – 
the most in its 27-year history – and 226 
of those endorsees will be on the ballot in 
November. Mississippi and South Dakota 
had the fewest candidates with one each. 
Neither state has an LGBT elected official. 

compiled by Jim Becker

not your usual madrassa!

let’s hear it for emma!
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we are already under huge psychological 
stress,” Ratri said. “Here we can believe 
we are not sinners for being trans.” (Re-
uters – written by Kanupriya Kapoor, ed-
ited by Nick Macfie at    in.reuters.com/
article/indonesia-lgbt/in-indonesia-trans-
gende r -women- f i nd -haven - i n - i s l am-
ic-boarding-school-idiNKcN1MQ09l)

Former 
employee of DC 
teacher’s union 
claims anti-gay 
bias 

 
Greenbelt, maryland – In a press re-

lease issued by the law firm representing 
him, Barry Hobson, a former employee 
of the Washington Teachers’ Union, an-
nounced through his attorneys, that he has 
filed a federal lawsuit against the union, 
its president, and its former chief of staff. 
Hobson alleges that he suffered discrim-

ination because of his sexual orientation 
and was fired last year from his job as a re-
ceptionist and office assistant at the union 
because he is gay. The union, which rep-
resents more than 5,000 teachers in the 
DC public schools, denies the allegations. 
Hobson’s attorneys are with the law firm of 
Joseph, Greenwald & Laake in Greenbelt.

Hobson included in his complaint cop-
ies of an internal email from his supervisor, 
Dorothy Egbufor, WTU’s former chief of 
staff in which she said that Hobson “con-
firmed he engages in same-sex intimacy” 
and that “never in WTU’s past have we 
allowed any individual to participate on 
our group [insurance] policy ‘openly gay’ 
and I don’t think this should be an excep-
tion.”  In the same email, Ms. Egbufor said 
that if Hobson and other members of the 
LGBT community were to be placed on 
the union’s medical plan, union employees 
would have a “substantial premium / rate 
increase” because the LGBT individuals 

Barry hobson

“have AIDS, HIV and STDs.” The complaint 
also attaches another email from Egbufor 
in which she discusses what she says was 
Hobson’s poor working habits, allegations 
that the lawsuit calls fabrications. “Barry’s 
nature of resistance and pushback is com-
mon among his peers in the homosexual 
community and will be an ongoing issue 
for WTU if not addressed while we main-
tain authority within the probationary peri-
od of employment.” 

In response to a request by the Wash-
ington Blade for comment on the lawsuit, 
the union released a statement to the 
Blade calling Hobson’s allegations “outra-
geous and totally without merit.” It ques-
tioned the authenticity of the emails the 
lawsuit says were written and sent by 
Egbufor. She also said that, “The Wash-
ington Teachers Union has always been, 
and continues to be strongly committed 
to treating all individuals equally regard-
less of their sexual orientation.” (Press 
release from the law firm of Joseph, Gre-
enwald & laake and the Washington Blade 

– lou chibbaro, Jr., at Washingtonblade.
com/2018/09/24/gay-man-sues-washing-
ton-teachers-union-for-discrimination)

Taiwan holding 
referendum 
on same-sex 
marriage law

Taipei, Taiwan - Yimou Lee reports for 
Reuters that Taiwan will hold a public vote 
on whether its civil law should recognize 
same-sex marriage. Two election officials 
told Reuters on October 9th that a referen-
dum will take place, reviving a debate over 
a separate law for civil unions between gay 
couples. In Asia’s first such ruling, the con-
stitutional court declared in May last year 
that same-sex couples had the right to le-
gally marry, and set a two-year deadline 
for legalization. But in August an activist 
group proposed a vote on the issue to the 
Central Election Commission, saying a 
separate law would defend “family values.” 
The referendum will cover whether the 
scope of marriage should be limited to a 
bond between a man and a woman, and 
whether a special law is needed to protect 
same-sex couples’ right to a “permanent 
union”.

After a month-long review, the com-
mission decided November 24th as the 
date of the referendum, coinciding with 

mayoral and magisterial elections on the 
self-ruled island, two commission officials, 
who are familiar with the referendum plan 
but declined to be identified, told Reuters. 
However, when approached by Reuters for 
comment, the commission’s deputy min-
ister, Chen Chao Jian, said it was not its 
practice to comment on individual propos-
als.

Welcoming the news of a referendum, 
David Tseng, chairman of a group opposed 
to same-sex marriage, the Coalition for the 
Happiness of Our Next Generation, said 
the issue would “entirely affect Taiwan’s 
moral principles and family values.” Activ-
ists who have long campaigned for same-
sex marriage called the referendum “dis-
criminatory” since it went against the 2017 
ruling that current laws violate the right to 
freedom of marriage and equality. “As Tai-
wanese, we feel sorry but we don’t have 
time and room for disappointment,” said 
Jennifer Lu, coordinator of Marriage Equal-
ity Coalition Taiwan. Activists say Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen’s government promised 
marriage equality during the 2016 election 
campaign but has made little progress on 
the issue. (Reuters – Yimou lee reporting 
and Michael Perry and Darren Schuettler 
editing at Reuters.com/article/us-taiwan-
lgbt-marriage/taiwan-to-hold-referendum-
on-same-sex-marr iage- law- idUSKcN-
1MJ0HZ?il=0)

Sailor arrested 
for streaking at 
Busch Gardens

williamsburg, Virginia - A US Navy 
sailor assigned to the USS George HW 
Bush aircraft carrier took shore leave to 
the extreme with an alcohol and drug-fu-
eled naked run through the parking lot of 
a popular amusement park. Adrian Gilbert 
Cardenas, 21, was caught on camera in 
his birthday suit attempting to bum a ride 
off unsuspecting guests at the Busch Gar-

dens amusement park in Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia. 

Cardenas’s ill-advised streaking even-
tually landed him in trouble with passers-
by and the James City County police who 
had the unfortunate task of grappling with 
the sailor-gone-commando. Cardenas be-
came belligerent with arresting officers 
and was tasered before being subdued, 
arrested, and taken to a nearby hospital 
for treatment “because he was intoxicated 
by alcohol and illegal narcotics,” Steve Ru-
bino, James City County deputy chief, told 
the Virginia Gazette.

Cardenas was charged with felony 
assault of an officer, indecent exposure, 

intentional damage and obstruction of jus-
tice and is currently out on bond. He may 
face military charges as well. t (Russia 
Today at Rt.com/usa/441367-naked-drunk-
en-sailor-arrested)  

Beyond The BelTway

life imitates art?

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.

Putting gay marriage to a vote, after all
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
What are your pronouns?
 My pronouns are They/Them.
What made you start volunteering at the 
GLCCB?
 I was 18 and fresh out of highschool, 
I was looking for an affirmative community and 
the glccb fit, I started as a member of the youth 
group “Youth Against Oppression” but I wanted 
to work specifically with the lgbt community 
and a position on the youth group Board was 
available so I went for it. 
What is your favorite thing to do as a volun-
teer?

 My favorite thing to do while volun-
teering with the GLCCB was holding the Youth 
group meetings and teaching the youth about 
several topics from healthy relationships to how 
to apply for college.
What other skills have you given the GLCCB 
access to?
 I’ve advocated for many community 
needs and have been on several panels held at 
the GLCCB on various topics.
What are your pronouns?
 My pronouns are They/Them.
When do you volunteer at the Center?

 I used to volunteer weekly , every 
Thursday from 4pm-6pm, but now I’m staff at 
the GLCCB and happily work every week day, 4 
hours a day.

STAFF INTERVIEW
What made you apply to being a peer navi-
gator (talk about your credentials here and 
relationship with BMX maybe)?
 I’ve volunteered with the GLCCB 
as their Vice President for their youth group 
for years, and I took a step back after not re 
running for the position to evaluate my feelings 

about activism and the work I did with the 
GLCCB , I was also employed with GLSEN 
MD at the time and I came back to the GLCCB 
after my position with GLSEN MD ended 
because I was truly homesick. I missed seeing 
my community and being a center of support 
and education for them , particularly the youth 
at the GLCCB. I recently had lost a youth and 
their passing reinvigorated me to continue to do 
activism and come back to the GLCCB so that I 
could be a pillar of love and community and help 
the lives of our family members so they could 
live their best, healthiest, and happiest lives. 
What do you find the most rewarding about 
working for the GLCCB?
 I think what I find most rewarding 
with working at the GLCCB is that I make a 
difference in the individual lives of our family 
members , that fills me with a type of happiness 

Kevi Smith-Joyner is a local Activist, Artist, and former EYP of GLSEN MD and youth mentor. Kevi is known 
for panelling on issues spanning from racial equity , transphobia, classism and other areas;  a voice for 
marginalized groups of people they have always been for the people’s needs and concerns, Kevi joins the 
GLCCB staff as a peer navigator. 

September in Review

saw 671 community members last month!

Queer Families

brought together 51
family members.

Queer Families Potluck meets monthy.
The next date is Nov. 17, 2018

Our peer navigators 
saw 41 family members

Our Clothing Closet 
refitted clothing to 
19 fashion saavy visitors.BMX/Breaking Bread 

brought 32 new people 
to the table. And our recovery programs 

saw a total of 143 indiviuals.  
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THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

Events Calendar: October/November 2018
Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays

10/28
• 11:00am 
Narcotics Anonymous
• 2:00pm 
Room Reservation: Vegan 
Potluck Dinner (Lobby)
• 3:30pm 
Gentle Mindful Yoga  

11/04
11:00am
Narcotics Anonymous
• 3:00pm
Baltimore Queer Book 
Club
• 3:30pm
Gentle Mindful Yoga

10/29
• 4:00pm 
Oh So Divine Modeling 
and Dance Troupe

11/05
• 4:00pm 
Oh So Divine Modeling 
and Dance Troupe

10/30
• 5:30pm
Teen Art Group

11/06
• 5:00pm 
Yoga & Heels
• 5:30pm 
Teen Art Group
• 6:30pm 
Poetry Workshop
• 7:30pm 
SILhouette

10/31
Party Like A MonSTAR: 
GLCCB Halloween Party
• 6:45pm 
The Mankind Project
• 7:00pm 
SCA

11/07
• 6:30pm 
HIV/STI Testing with STAR 
TRACK
• 6:45pm 
The Mankind Project
• 7:00pm 
Trans Baltimore 
• 7:00pm 
SCA

11/01
• 6:30pm 
Board Of Directors 
Meeting

11/08
• 6:30pm 
Family Game Night 
• 7:00pm 
Sistahs of Pride 

10/26
• 6:30pm 
Breaking Bread Project 
• 6:30pm 
Crystal Meth Anonymous
• 7:00pm 
Marijuana Anonymous

11/02
• 6:30pm 
Crystal Meth Anonymous
• 7:00pm 
Giovanni’s Room 
Open Mic
• 7:00pm
Marijuana Anonymous

11/09
• 6:30pm 
Breaking Bread Project
• 6:30pm 
Crystal Meth Anonymous
• 7:00pm 
Marijuana Anonymous

10/27
• 6:00pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous

11/03
• 6:00pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous

11/10
• 4:00pm 
MOCHA Men’s Group
• 6:00pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous

September in Review

saw 671 community members last month!

Queer Families

brought together 51
family members.

Queer Families Potluck meets monthy.
The next date is Nov. 17, 2018

Our peer navigators 
saw 41 family members

Our Clothing Closet 
refitted clothing to 
19 fashion saavy visitors.BMX/Breaking Bread 

brought 32 new people 
to the table. And our recovery programs 

saw a total of 143 indiviuals.  

and sense of purpose I have never felt at any other job I’ve 
ever worked. 
Where do you hope to make a lasting impact in the 
community?
 I hope to make a lasting impact on the lives of our 
young family members and Elder community, I want to let 
them know and show that they are loved and important be-
cause many youth and elderly alike lack that type of support.
Who is your favorite community partner?
 STARTRACK hands down is my favorite commu-
nity partner, everyone I’ve met who either works at STAR-
TRACK or has worked with STARTRACK genuinely cares 
about the community and is dedicated to the prosperity of 
our community.
What do you hope your clients think about you?
 I hope that our clients see and think of me as a 
safe person they can come to at both the bad and good 
times, that when they need support I’m there for them and 
that when they succeed I’ll be there to congratulate them.
When can people find you in the Center?
 Monday’s and Friday’s I’m here from 12pm to 
6pm, Tuesday and Wednesdays I’m here from 6pm to 10pm. 
And Thursday I’m here from 10am to 2pm. 
Where do you spend time outside of the office (are you a 
clubber or ish like that)?
 I am usually at a park painting or in a cafe making 
jewelry or with friends. 
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tion in which she has made such an impact 
and become the president of Planned Par-
enthood. 

No one has been in a better position to 
see the threat to public health for the un-
derrepresented than Dr. Wen. No one has 
been more vocal to the truth that health and 
human rights are inextricably linked. No one 
has been more steadfast in her conscious 
duty to serve the most vulnerable – those 
who face the circumstance and stigma of 
poverty, discrimination, incarceration, and 
mental illness. And no one has been more 
brutally honest in the drive to make all of US 
be honest with ourselves about the institu-
tional racism and discrimination which un-
derlie the disparity in the health of so many 
marginalized communities. As much as she 
led the battle against opioid addiction, Dr. 
Wen routinely challenged mostly white au-
diences in this city to ponder: why are we 
now calling this drug addiction a disease? 

Why now? This with her 
assertion that when it 
was crack addictions rav-
aging African-American 
neighborhoods and when 
it was gay people dying 
of AIDS, the situations 
were framed as lifestyle 
choices, as the “moral 
failings” of the patient 
population. Dr. Wen tire-
lessly used her position 
to urge us to face this hy-
pocrisy: “This is the his-
tory we all have and we 

have to bear it openly, and be honest with 
ourselves,” she often stated. She strived to 
change the narrative, to use health as the 
lens through which to frame all conversa-
tions and to make clear that the underlying 
goal must be to fight the causes of the pov-
erty and inequity which dooms the health 
of so many. 

It is not difficult to understand that af-
ter two full years of the Trump Administra-
tion, Leana Wen feels acutely the danger to 
this country, feels it threefold: as a woman, 
as an immigrant, and as a medical doctor. 
As huge as the loss is for Baltimore, this 
is simply Leana Wen answering the call of 
that anonymous single mother who offered 
her family shelter so long ago – the duty to 
help those who need it. “This is our coun-
try,” she said that night in West Baltimore, 
“and everything that is happening is per-
sonal, deeply personal to all of us. This is 
our call to speak up … this is our time to say 
loud and clear, this is America and my home 
is your home, so I stand with you to fight 
against intolerance, division, and injustice.”

To the national stage she goes. t

the health rights 
of the LGBT 
community and 
the other mar-
ginalized com-
munities. She 
had our back, 
and she was a 
fighter – always 
polite, but nev-
ertheless fierce 
and insistently 
just.

One cold 
February night 
last winter, Da-
vid Simon host-
ed an evening at 
a synagogue on 

the West side to support Baltimore’s immi-
grants. When Dr. Wen stood up to speak 
her voice trembled, as she began to tell the 
story of her own family’s immi-
gration to this country, when 
she was eight years old. She 
was not used to speaking so 
publicly about her private side, 
but one her mottos is that one 
must consciously “choose to do 
what is hard.” She spoke about 
being born in Shanghai and her 
politically dissident parents – a 
father who was in jail through-
out most of her childhood. After 
the Tiananmen Square massa-
cre the family managed to leave 
China, arriving in a small town 
in the Utah mountains, where her parents 
worked tirelessly – her mother cleaning ho-
tel rooms and working in a video store, her 
father delivering newspapers and washing 
dishes in a restaurant. She described how 
difficult life was, looking so different from 
everyone else, speaking a strange lan-
guage, and practicing a foreign religion. But 
neighbors invited them in for meals, and the 
local church provided coats and blankets 
for the harsh Utah winter. Each month the 
family struggled to make rent; twice in one 
year they were evicted. the first time, they 
ended up in a shelter. But the second time, 
a stranger offered the family her home – a 
single mother with several children of her 
own who did not even know their names. 
She told the Wens that it was her duty to 
help those who needed help. “This is Amer-
ica, she told us. My home is your home.”

I can’t help but think what an indelible 
mark those words made on the young Lea-
na Wen. That sense of the pure and natu-
ral duty to help others, that infinitely gen-
erous definition of America. It has certainly 
shaped her entire life, and it is the driving 
force for her to leave Baltimore and a posi-

Dr. Leana Wen 
Looked Out For 

Us

ThinkinG ouTloud

“in one hospital, a man is denied surgery 
for a broken arm because he’s transgender. a 
woman is told she can’t get birth control be-
cause she’s unmarried. a child won’t be given 
vaccinations because he has same-sex par-
ents. You might be wondering what barbaric 
society could allow laws that permit such bla-
tant discrimination. That society is ours, and 
the laws are already in place.” –Dr. Leana Wen

•••
THIS IS LEANA WEN’S recent description 
of the Trump administration’s creation of a 
Conscience and Religious Freedom Division 

within the Department 
of Health & Human 
Services, thus expand-
ing the right of health 
care workers to opt out 
of procedures to which 
they have a religious 
objection. Incredibly, all 
of the above scenarios 
can be justified based 
on the provider’s reli-
gious beliefs. “By giving 
legal cover for discrim-
ination, providers can 
claim religion as a blan-
ket protection for their 
own misogyny, racism, 
and homophobia,” Dr. 
Wen stated. “This will 
worsen the problem of health care access 
for those who already face many barriers to 
care. Women, minorities and LGBT individu-
als, particularly those living in areas with few 
providers, will suffer the most. Many will be 
forced to forgo care altogether.” 

Dr. Leana Wen spent her last day on 
the job as the Health Commissioner of Bal-
timore this month. It was a difficult day for 
many of us. During her four years in Balti-
more, Dr. Wen was a tireless advocate of 

Pointing
By t Piper

it Out

dr. leana 
wen

‘No one has 
been in a better 

position to see the 
threat to public 

health for the 
underrepresented 

than Dr. Wen’

Mixers has been a gay bar for more 10 years
We welcomes EVERYONE, Gay or Straight,

undecided, in between, Cis gender, 
Trans gender or gender fluid.

FEATURED DRINK SPECIALS AND MORE

6037 Belair Rd, Baltimore, MD  •  443-885-9799
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week, Positive Women’s Network ex-
ecutive director Naina Khanna found 
herself in the same airport as Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell. Out came 
the camera phones as Naina went to 
work with other survivors of assault as 
they followed McConnell through the 
airport. His silence in the face of their 
questions was deafening.

A documentary film is actually 
being produced that follows the work 
of the Center for Popular Democracy 
and their birddog tactics, and their In-
dieGoGo fundraising campaign is well 
on its way to its goal.

Whether you attend a public event 
by an elected official or candidate or you 
spot one on the fly, you can learn how to 
make the most of your proximity to them. 
Check out the helpful links at Birddog Na-
tion or, if you want to schedule a training 
for your group, contact Jennifer Walker at 
the center for Popular Democracy (jflynn@
populardemocracy.org) or Paul Davis at 
Housing Works (p.davis@housingworks.
org).

Are you registered to vote?
Thanks for reading, my friends, and 

please be well. t

ThinkinG ouTloud

Roland Park Place – Baltimore City’s only certifi ed Continuing 
Care Retirement Community – will soon be transformed, 

adding 8 new stories and 58 spacious new residences,
to create the perfect setting for your Baltimore story.

Pending final approval from Maryland Department of Aging

READY FOR MOVE-IN 
FALL 2020

443.338.6212
RolandParkPlace.org

NEW GROWTH ON
WEST 40TH STREET.

zation if you would like to learn how to get 
the attention of your elected officials and 
do so in a public way. “If someone orga-
nizes a group of 20 to 30 people in their 
town who will commit to a two-hour train-
ing on birddogging,” Charles said, “we will 
send somebody anywhere in the US. We 
will come to them and train them. We have 
trainers around the country.” They also 
have a handy “Birddogging 101” tip sheet 
available.

Many of the birddogging citizens, like 
Charles King, come from the HIV activist 
community. Upon arriving in Washington, 
DC, to advocate against Kavanaugh last 

How HIV Activists 
Helped Create 

the Jeff Flake 
Elevator Moment
Very little happens by accident. The most 
iconic moments in HIV/AIDS activism – the 
appearance of the early SILENCE=DEATH 
meme, the footage of AIDS ac-
tivist Peter Staley being peeled 
from a building during a pro-
test, the photos of Sen. Jesse 
Helms’s home wrapped in an 
enormous condom – were the 
product of weeks of careful 
planning and design.

So, too, were HIV activists involved in 
the soul-gutting footage of women confront-
ing Sen. Jeff Flake in an elevator during the 
Brett Kavanaugh hearings. It’s a fascinating 
story.

At the recent “We, the Positive” summit 
in Jackson, Mississippi (hosted by the Mis-
sissippi Positive Network and My Brother’s 
Keeper), fledgling HIV activists were treat-
ed to a presentation from Charles King 
of Housing Works, who explained exactly 
how the Jeff Flake Moment was accom-
plished – and how others (maybe someone 
just like you) can create their own.

The moment was created through an 
activism tactic known as “birddogging,” ac-
cording to charles King. “the term was first 
developed when a group of activists con-
fronted Al Gore during his announcement 
of his candidacy for president,” Charles 
explained to me at the Mississippi sum-
mit. Activists showed up early, wore Gore 
t-shirts and appeared terribly enthusiastic. 
They were given prime space in front of the 
crowd standing just behind Gore during his 
announcement, and then presto! they un-
furled a banner advocating for generic HIV 
medications. Birddog accomplished.

When Kavanaugh was nominated for 
the Supreme Court, people from the Wom-
en’s March and Ultra Violet joined a larg-
er group known as BirdDog Nation, which 
is coordinated by Housing Works and the 
Center for Popular Democracy. According 

to the BirdDog Nation 
site, “Birddogging is 
when you ask a public 
official or aspiring can-
didate to do something 
you care about, in-per-
son, and in-public.”

And boy, did they 
do it publicly.

“We focused on 
bringing in women who 
had stories to tell,” 
Charles told me. “Our 
number one emphasis 
was getting into sena-
tors’ offices and allowing women to tell their 
stories. We flew in women from Senator 
HeitKamp’s state to share their stories with 
her, and after that meeting she announced 
she was a ‘no’ vote.

“Where folks wouldn’t listen to us, we 
started doing sit-ins in their offices. the 

third layer was the mass pro-
tests.

“As things started getting 
more intense, the police start-
ed putting perimeters around 
the hearing room. You couldn’t 
get access. That’s when we 

started stationing people at the elevators 
and in the stairwells. No senator was going 
to get into that hearing room without pass-
ing women who had a story to tell.

“We packed the elevators. We were rid-
ing up and down inside the elevator, in mul-
tiple banks of elevators. In each elevator 
were women ready to tell their stories. With 
the ‘senate only’ elevator, we couldn’t be 
inside so we were stationed outside them.”

During the Jeff Flake confrontation, 
Charles was actually in jail, arrested among 
the throng of activists who had been pro-
testing. But he knows how the Flake Mo-
ment went down.

“Flake was leaving his office and head-
ed to the hearing room,” Charles said, “and 
somebody just stuck their foot out and held 
the elevator door open.”

The rest is activism history. Ana Maria 
Archila and Maria Gallagher spoke out, 
emotionally and forcefully. “Ana Maria Arch-
ila is one of the founders of Make the Road 
by Walking, an affiliate of center of Popular 
Democracy,” said Charles. “She’s obviously 
very experienced. She was the first voice. 
Maria Gallagher was the second voice, sob-
bing as she was speaking, giving that heart 
wrenching ‘don’t look away.’”

Contrary to conservative propaganda, 
these were not “paid protesters.” Every-
one involved showed up because they be-
lieve in their cause and in their civic duty to 
speak out.

There is support for you or your organi-

Charles king 
of housing 
works 
teaches new 
activists in 
mississippi.

Word du jour: 
Birddogging

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous
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Dear Dr. Eva, 
I have a question about insulin dosing. 

I am a middle-aged man with diabe-
tes type two for about seven years 
now. I took pills at first but soon 
needed insulin. I now take 
120 units of insulin a day 
with reasonably good 

control of my 
blood sugar. As far as I know, I’ve never 
had a problem with low blood sugar.

Here’s the question. I have an 18-year-
old niece who was found to have type 2 di-
abetes at age eight. Even though she has 
been diabetic for ten years, she only takes 
24 units daily. She suffers from frequent 
hypoglycemia episodes. Although we are 
both diabetic, it seems almost as if we 
have totally different conditions. Can you 
shed some light on this?

Type 2

Dear Type 2,
You are exactly right! Even though 

both of you have diseases of blood sugar 
regulation, you and your niece have differ-
ent conditions. 

Diabetes type 1 is a disease of insu-
lin deficiency. The cells in the pancreas, 
where insulin is produced, lose the ability 
to produce it. Within the first year of the 
disease, most people cannot produce any 
insulin. The only treatment is insulin injec-
tions. Type 1 diabetics are very sensitive 
to insulin and can easily develop low blood 
sugar if they miss a meal or exercise more 
than usual without decreasing their insulin 
dose. Diabetes type 1 is not inherited, that 

Insulin Dosing, 
Excessive  
Sweating

is, it does not run in families.
Type 2 diabetes is mainly a disease 

of insulin resistance. Although the body 
continues to produce insulin, it loses the 
ability to absorb it into cells and use it nor-
mally. Initial treatments for type 2 diabetes 
are oral medicines (pills) that work either 
by stimulating the pancreas to make more 
insulin or by increasing insulin sensitivity. 
It may be five years or longer before the 
pancreas completely stops producing in-
sulin. After that point, insulin is the main 
treatment. Because of insulin resistance, 
much more insulin is required to control 
type 2 than type 1 diabetes. The tendency 
to develop type 2 diabetes is inherited.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I am a 23-year-old woman with a re-

ally embarrassing problem. I sweat heav-
ily from the palms of my hands and the 
soles of my feet. It started in my late 
teens. It happens all the time and gets 

worse when I’m nervous or anxious. I am 
a recent college gradu-

ate. In college I could 
avoid shaking hands 
with people most of 

the time, but in the 
business world it 
can’t be avoided. 
Is there something 

over-the-counter that 
works for this? I won’t 

qualify for health in-
surance until I pass my six-
months’ probation.

Damp

Dear Damp,
Excessive sweating is a problem that, 

unfair as it is, can have a negative effect 
on the way people perceive you, socially 
and at work. Fortunately, there is effective 
treatment available without a prescription, 
at a pharmacy or mail order through Ama-
zon or other on-line shopping companies. 
Look for products containing aluminum zir-
conium tetrachlorhydrate or trichlorhydrate, 
18 or 20 gm aluminum zirconium per 100 
gm of the product. On the label, this looks 
like “20gm / 100 gm.” These preparations 
are often labeled “clinical strength,” but you 
should check the ingredients before buying 
because not all antiperspirants so labeled 
contain aluminum zirconium, and of those 
that do, the concentration is often not high 
enough to be effective. These are a few an-
tiperspirant brands that have 20 gm alumi-
num zirconium per 100 gm product: Certain 
Dri, Axe, Brut, Code Blu Scent Elimination, 
Degree Clinical Protection. There are many 
others as well.

To get the best effect from these prod-

qualiTy oF liFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

ucts, apply to dry skin (palms and soles) 
at bedtime. If necessary, use a blow dryer 
to dry the skin. Do not apply to broken, ir-
ritated, or recently shaved skin. Wash off 
in the morning, then use your usual anti-
perspirant. As the sweating decreases, 
decrease the dose frequency gradually to 
once a week.

If this is not effective enough, when you 
are able to get medical care you will have 
several options, usually tried in this order:

1) drysol (20% aluminum chloride), a 
prescription antiperspirant similar to the 
over-the-counter products but a little stron-
ger and more irritating to the skin.

2) iontophoresis, which is using a mild 
electric current to pass water through the 
skin. It is painful and can be done at home. 
It is unknown how or why this works.

3) Botulinum toxin injections, the 
same treatment (Botox) used to get rid of 
wrinkles.

Meanwhile, keep a handkerchief in 
your pocket to dry your palms before shak-
ing hands. Otherwise, try to ignore the 
sweaty palms as much as you can. The 
less attention you pay to the problem, the 
less others will notice it. t

eva Hersh is a family physician. Send 
your comments and questions to her by 
email at publisher@ baltimoreoutloud.com.

son supporting the “other” party is a deal 
breaker for dating. Couples have ended up 
with horrible arguments. Families have re-
sorted to rules when they get together for 
a celebration dinner that this topic will not 
be touched upon. How did we get to this 
level of tribalism and emotional intensity? 
I am not even getting into larger societal 
issues as the rise in hate crimes, the calls 
to the police for ridiculous reasons, and the 
intolerance of portions of the country for 
minority groups. 

There are analyses of global factors, 
demographic changes and other elements 
that may have brought us to this point. 
But I am focusing on how we, each of us, 
can deal with those we care about, those 
in our orbit. The Dalai Lama says: “When 
you talk, you are only repeating what you 
already know. But if you listen, you may 
learn something new.” Therein may lie the 
key to how we end up with conflicts that 
shatter connections that were made long 
time ago. Once you label someone, the 
brain uses it as a shortcut to make judg-
ments and guides to your behavior. If I 
think of you as a rival, my words and ac-
tions will reflect the emotions attached to 
competitiveness at the very least and may 
go as far as containing hostility. And if one 
person takes that stance, it is difficult for 
the other not to reciprocate. How to break 
the cycle?

Our psyche likes to feel confirmed, to 
hear viewpoints that reinforce ours, and to 
maintain consistency. So, when someone, 
and especially someone we care about, of-
fers a contradictory or conflicting thought, 
the emotional center could very well inter-
pret that as breaking the bond between us. 
In other words, if you loved me, you would 
not disagree with me. In a lot of families, 
children are brought up that way. On the 
other hand, there are families where daily 
arguments are the norm so one grows up 
adopting this behavior which then evolves 
into: I disagree with you and will object to 
your opinion because I love you. Put the 
two together and you have a huge prob-
lem!

So, think of why you expect agreement. 
Think of why you practice disagreement. 
Then try separating this verbal behavior 
from the emotional connections you have. 
None of us is right all the time and being 
challenged in a respectful way is good for 
the brain cells. Listen to your partner. Ask 
for an explanation of the opinion. Receive 
it or give with a positive mood. Going back 
to the Dalai Lama: “The ultimate source of 
our happiness is our mental attitude.” t

When you are reading this, it will be ten 
days before the midterm elections. Which-
ever party you affiliate with, or even none, 
the last several months have seen social 
media, print media and our TV screens full 
of references to the “most important elec-
tion in our lifetime.” I hear from my friends 
and patients that friendships and relation-
ships are affected by the political atmo-
sphere to an incredible extent. So how are 
you dealing with it?

Friends have declared that a per-

Elections and 
Friendships

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.

all wet
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Amid Anger, Sadness, 
and Fear

qualiTy oF liFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

By Sam mCClure
chase Brexton Health care
The news cycle has been full of troubling and 
confusing news for the LGBTQ community 
this past week. Like many of you, I’ve been 
reading lots of articles, thought leadership and 
activism reacting to what appears to be infor-
mation “leaked” out of the federal government 
threatening changes in the definitions of a per-
son’s gender as solely determined by their sex 
at birth. 

I’ve had moments of anger and sadness, 
and fear. Through it all, what’s remained top 
of mind for me as the Director of the LGBT 
Health Resource Center (LHRC) at Chase 
Brexton is this: We provide welcoming and af-
firming health care for transgender, non-bina-
ry, gender non-conforming, intersex, lesbian, 
gay and bisexual people. Nothing in this (or 
any) news cycle changes that mission nor our 
commitment to it. 

Public policy debates and 
political activity can be ex-
treme, and the language is 
often harmful and divisive. We 
must always remember that 
even during critical public dis-
course on public policy issues, 
we are talking about people. 
We are defending their access 
to affirming health care among 
other basic human rights and 
protections. 

Here at the LGBT Health 
Resource Center, we are cham-
pions for LGBTQ health equity and access 
every day. We came together Monday morn-
ing to talk about what this current political and 
media moment might feel like for our patients 
and we prepared to meet them where they are 
today. This is what we do. 

Today, and every day, we stand with our 
transgender, non-binary, gender non-con-
forming, and intersex patients. Politics and 
public policy shifts and debates cannot re-
define the truth that we celebrate every day, 
nor erase the truth about gender diversity that 
medicine and science have proven. We see 
you. We are here for you. 

If you’re feeling angry, sad and afraid – as 
I have been – reach out to us. Reach out to 
your friends and family (of origin or choice). 
Reach out to your faith community. Activism 
can help you feel more powerful. If you want 
to participate in the fight for justice yet to be 
done, reach out to organizations such as Free 
State Justice, the National Center for Trans-
gender Equality, and the Baltimore Trans Al-
liance. 

Over Politics, ‘We 
Are Here for You’

Dear Andre,
I’m a college student who has been liv-

ing with her parents for the past two years 
until I graduate to save money. My parents 
and I get along relatively well, but there’s 
one main problem: I share a bedroom 
wall with them! I haven’t dated anyone 
seriously since starting college, but I’m a 
healthy masturbator and recently thought 
about investing in my first vibrator. I’m wor-
ried about the sound carrying through the 
walls, though, and while 
I think my parents are 
pretty chill about sex, 
I’m cringing right now 
just imagining them 
hearing me! What do I 
do?

Rochelle

Dear Rochelle, 
Parents are the ul-

timate sexual buzzkill, 
Rochelle, so I can cer-
tainly empathize with 
your plight. Fortunately, 
there are a number of things you can try 
to help create a less anxiety-inducing envi-
ronment for you to get your groove on with 
yourself.

First, go on out and get that vibrator 
you’ve been wanting. Whether you buy it 
online or in person, make sure that you do 
your research by reading sex-toy reviews 
or asking your friendly neighborhood sex-
toy store employee for help. Not only do 
you want to invest in a quality vibrator 
that’s safe for your body and meets your 
specific pleasure preferences, but you also 
want something that’s quiet. As a gener-
al rule, rechargeable vibrators tend to be 
quieter than battery operated ones or ones 
that plug into the wall. 

Once you purchase your vibrator, wait 
until you’re alone in your house and do a 
“bedroom test.” Turn your vibrator on and 
leave it on top of your bed, then shut your 
bedroom door. Go into your parents’ room 
and press your ear against the shared wall 
to see if you can hear it. Chances are, you 

Masturbation 
Agonistes

Out
Andre Shakti

The In
and

won’t hear anything. If you do, you may 
want to do a little furniture rearranging and 
moving your bed to the farthest wall oppo-
site the shared wall. 

Second, consider investing in a white 
noise machine. Even if you don’t use it to 
help you fall asleep, turning it on before 
you masturbate will help muffle and diffuse 
any noise you’re making, and it’s a bit less 
obvious than blasting music every time you 
want to get off. 

Third, capitalize on when you have the 
house to yourself, and get creative! Your 
masturbation routine will need to get a 
bit more flexible to accommodate sponta-
neous times where your parents leave you 
to your own devices. Additionally, consid-
er investing in a waterproof vibrator that 
charges magnetically so that you have the 
option of jerking off in the bath or the show-
er, where the sound of running water acts 
as a natural white noise machine. 

Finally, I want to acknowledge that ev-
erything I’ve mentioned so far allows you 

to make adjust-
ments to your 
current situation 
without having 
to initiate a po-
tentially awkward 
conversation with 
your parents. 
Without knowing 
more about their 
principles and 
politics, I can’t 
in good faith rec-
ommend that you 
open a dialogue 

about being a sexually autonomous adult 
under their roof, one who is deserving of 
pleasure and entitled to a safe, comfort-
able environment to pursue it. Sometimes 
when we’re still dependent on others for 
food, shelter, finances, etc, we have to 
make sacrifices to ensure we don’t jeopar-
dize our stability. 

That being said, if you feel as though 
they’d be receptive to a conversation about 
you relocating your bedroom to another part 
of the house that affords you more privacy – 
such as a finished attic, basement, or office 
– I’d say go for it. If not for the present you, 
then for the future you. Because while you 
may not be dating anyone now, all of your 
anxieties about being sexual in your own 
home are going to be dramatically amplified 
when you do meet someone you want to 
sleep with. by having difficult conversations 
preventatively, you’ll be able to make a plan 
for the future and will be prepared to com-
municate that plan to any potential partners 
that come along. t

1901 Fleet Street  Baltimore, MD 21231
Phone: 410-558-3700 (English) 410-299-2898(Español)

E-mail: LawLutz@aol.com www.lawlutz.com

Law Office of David M. Lutz, P.A.
•Auto Accidents

•Personal Injury

•Criminal Defense

•Workers’ Compensation

•DUI/DWI

•Traffic Court

Se Habla Español

credit: Ella Byworth

Though I initially intended to pen an opin-
ion editorial, it seems 
my heart and soul just 
wanted to write some-
thing else. The political 
environment and public 
debate that speaks of 
our lives as if they are 
“issues” is rarely kind or 
gentle, but we can be. 
We can be kind to each 
other, we can listen, we 
can hold space for each 
other. In moments like 
this, we must do exactly 

that. 
To reach the LGBT Health Resource 

center at chase brexton, call 410-837-2050 
x1049 or e-mail lgbt@chasebrexton.org. t

The author is director of the lGBT Health 
Resource center
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The first 
step is to call an 
LGBTQ lawyer 
with experience 
preparing prenup-
tial agreements for 
same-sex couples. 
Once the agree-
ment has been 
signed, you can 
enjoy the peace of 
mind that comes 
from knowing that 
you’re prepared 
for whatever lies 
ahead.  t

lee carpenter 
is an associate at-
torney at the law 
firm of Saul ewing 
anstein & lehr and 
can be reached at 
410-332-8626 or 
lee.carpenter@saul.
com. learn more 
about lGBT estate 
planning at Mdlgb-

testateplanning.com. This article is intend-
ed to provide general infor about legal top-
ics , not specific legal advice.

qualiTy oF liFe

The Greek philosopher Socrates once 
said, “When the debate is lost, slander be-
comes the tool of the loser.” He was lucky 
he didn’t live in the age of Facebook. 

Thanks to the vast social network, it 
has never been easier to express an opin-
ion about someone – however unflattering 
the sentiment may be. In addition to post-
ing written words, it can also be hurtful to 
upload photographs and videos that were 
meant for a private audience. And when the 
object of online derision is an ex-spouse, 

the pain inflicted can be especially acute. 
After choosing a companion of good 

character, it can be hard to image that he 
or she would so publicly betray the con-
fidences of life’s most important partner-
ship. But the adversity of marital problems 
can change people, and it sometimes 
brings out the worst in them. 

How then can an engaged couple en-
sure that their relationship won’t end with 
cutting remarks and embarrassing images 
on social media? Drawing up a prenuptial 
agreement is actually a good place to start. A 
prenup can include a “social media clause,” 
which explains how spouses, and former 
spouses, should behave online. 

Regardless of how long two people may 
have been together, they will likely have ac-
cumulated a vast trove of private information 
about each other. If this information found its 
way onto Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, or 
the like, the result could be worse than hurt 
feelings. A career could be ruined, business 
prospects harmed, and social circles deci-
mated. By including a social media clause 
in their prenuptial agreement, a couple can 
make their expectations for themselves clear 
when it comes to online postings. 

Some couples go so far as to say they 
won’t change their Facebook relationship 

Insulate Your 
Marriage from  
Problems 

Online  

The Law
Lee Carpenter

& You

“A prenuptial 
agreement is like 
an airbag for your 

marriage.”

status from “Mar-
ried” until they agree 
the time is right. 
This is an important 
detail in protecting 
each other’s ability 
to control news of 
their transition to 
single status. 

A prenuptial 
agreement has 
never been the 
stuff of storybook 
romance, and 
many people think 
of it as a reci-
pe for divorce. 
Heavy with legal 
language, the 
document out-
lines how assets 
and debts will 
be divided if the 
marriage breaks 
down. But the 
reality is that by 
clarifying matters 
like these before the 
wedding even takes 
place, both partners 
can help protect 
their legal rights and establish what will be 
required of them. Many even say that pre-
paring their agreement was a surprisingly 
comforting experience. Think of it this way: 
A prenuptial agreement is like an airbag for 
your marriage. When you drive a car, you 
aren’t planning to have an accident, and 
having an airbag won’t make it any more 
likely that you will. But if an accident does 
occur, you will be grateful that you had this 
important piece of safety equipment and 
that it was working properly. 

In the same way, by having a prenup 

prepared, you aren’t inviting a divorce, and 
you certainly aren’t making it any more 
likely that your marriage end in one. But if 
things don’t work out, you will thank your-
self for having had the presence of mind to 
protect your legal rights – and your online 
privacy – when you had the chance. 

With marriage now legal for same-sex 
couples nationwide, there are many bene-
fits to enjoy. One of them is having a piece 
of paper in the drawer that says what hap-
pens if things don’t go as expected. 

... made 
communicable via 

social media
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to Love.” Then it was 
in college where I feel 
like I found a new lev-
el of appreciation for 
them and I became a 
Greatest Hits fan. Ev-
ery new song I heard 
by them was my new 
favorite song. Doing 
this movie changed 
everything. There 
were songs I didn’t 
think about too much 
or seemed like one of 
their mediocre songs. 
When you learn how 
to play it, the intent 

behind it, why they wrote it, how all four of 
them wrote hits – when you get all of that 
knowledge it takes on a whole new meaning 
to you. I literally walked in the room singing.

GS: yes, i heard you singing “Some-
body To love.”

rm: That doesn’t get old.
jm / Gl / rm: [all laugh]
rm: No, no. We love it. We got this 

question on set a lot. We’d be playing a 
song, take after take, by the end of the 
day…I was a production assistant on a 
music video once where I was like, “If I 
ever hear that song again, I’m going to do 
bad things.” But that never happens with 

Queen. Collectively we’ve all said 
this without talking about it. We’ve 
been listening to Queen non-stop 
in a way that some might think is 
odd or some might think is totally 
understandable.

GS: That speaks to the 
power of the music.

rm: It does. Hearing Bowie 
with Queen and Freddie doing 
those kinds of operatic warm-
ups that he ended up incorpo-
rating into the music was revo-
lutionary to me. Then you get 
involved in the story behind 
the making of “Under Pres-
sure” and how things come 
about with them. How inspired 
and spontaneous they were 

together is something I find so 
fascinating.

jm: After I was done shoot-
ing, I was like “What songs 
didn’t we cover? What songs 

didn’t I get to know?” That was the rab-
bit-hole I went down. You’re loving so much 
of it that you want to learn more and more 
and be able to take it in as a fan of the mu-

liVely arTS // PERSONALITIES

By GreGG ShaPiro
First things first, for all of those concerned 
about the way that Freddie Mercury’s ho-
mosexuality is depicted in the Bryan Sing-
er’s Queen biopic Bohemian Rhapsody, 
you can relax. From the minute you first see 
Mercury, played brilliantly by Rami Malek 
(complete with prosthetic teeth), there is 
no doubt that the king of Queen was, in 
fact, a queen. Yes, his relationship with “fi-
ancée” Mary Austin (Lucy Boynton) gets a 
fair amount of screen time. But, so do his 
same-sex attractions, from being cruised by 
a trucker outside of a men’s room to his re-
lationships with manager Paul (Allen Leech) 
and later his lover Jim (Aaron McCusker).

Now that that’s settled, it’s safe to say 
that, as biopics go, Bohemian Rhapsody 
does a respectable job of telling both Mer-
cury’s story and giving the audience insight 
into the history of the band itself. The back-
story of “Bohemian Rhapsody” and “We Will 
Rock You” are worth the price of admission 
alone. I had the honor speaking to Malek, 
as well as Joseph Mazzello and Gwilym 
Lee (who play Queen band members John 
Deacon and Brian May, respectively) while 
they were in Miami shortly before the movie 
opened in theaters in November 2018.

Gregg Shapiro: i’d like to begin by 
getting the obvious questions out of the 
way first. Would you each please name 
your favorite queen song and favorite 
queen album?

jospeh mazzello: “Somebody to 
Love” is my all-time favor-
ite, and this is a boring an-
swer by a Night at the Op-
era is such a masterpiece 
that, all told, I’d have to say 
it’s my favorite album.

Gwilym lee: Yeah, prob-
ably the same. But I really 
like Queen one, the first al-
bum, just because you hear 
them working out who they 
really are. You hear them as 
a really young, slightly naive 
band that sounds a lot like oth-
er bands of that time because 
they’re still trying to find their 
unique sound. There’s a lot of 
Led Zeppelin influence. but 
there’s something quite pure about it as a 
rock band.

rami malek: As an album cover, may-
be to flip this a little bit, I like News of the 
World. 

GS: The robot!

rm: Yes, the ro-
bot, which they’re cur-
rently touring with. We 
watched so much archi-
val footage and to hear 
them talk about “We 
Will Rock You” and “We 
Are The Champions” 
(both from News of the 
World) as something 
they always thought 
about as a pair, and a 
true audience participa-
tion song that features 
so heavily in the film; 
I’ve got to pay homage 
to that.

GS: yes, there’s that great scene in 
the studio where we see the genesis 
of the song. Prior to making Bohemian 
Rhapsody, where did queen rank on 
each of your lists of favorite bands?

Gl: It’s pretty high up there. Their songs 
are so universal. You hear them everywhere 
growing up. Sometimes you have to remind 
yourself that they wrote the songs that 
they did. I think people are going to watch 
this film and be shocked to learn, oh, they 
wrote that one, as well. What’s been love-
ly about doing this project is going back to 
the origins of their songs. Seeing how they 
evolved and the imagination that it took to 
come up with such unique songs.

jm: I made a little stu-

dent film when I was in 
high school and I put “Another 
One Bites the Dust” at the end 
of it over the credits. It was like 
“final cut one” or something. then Queen 
just started popping up for me. I directed a 
film and everyday before going to the set, 
to pump myself up I’d listen to “Somebody 

They Will Rock You
An interview with 

Bohemian Rhapsody 
stars Rami Malek, 
(Freddie Mercury) 

Joseph Mazzello (John 
Deacon), and Gwilym 

Lee (Brian May)

sic rather than having the responsibility of 
performing it.

GS: you hope that that’s what a mov-
ie like this will do, to get people to go and 
do the research.

Gl: So many people that we’ve spoken 
to who have seen the film say that the first 
thing they do is go back home and watch 
the Live Aid footage which I think is great. 
Everyone needs to see it. It’s such an iconic 
and historic moment. We watched it hun-
dred and hundreds of times in preparation 
for the film. I still watch it to this day.

GS: There’s a scene where Freddie 
plays piano upside down and backwards 
which made me wonder if each of you 
plays a musical instrument.

jm: Only upside down.
rm: I looked at piano and it’s been 

a mystery to me my whole life. That’s the 
one thing people forget about Freddie. The 
guy was a virtuoso. Taking piano lessons, 
it took quite a while for me to learn how to 
play “Bohemian Rhapsody” or “We Are the 
Champions” But at one point I saw in the 
script, oh he’s playing upside down as well. 
I felt like, “If you’re going to make my story 
from his point of view, I’m going to throw ev-
erything at you.”

Gl: I played a little bit of acoustic gui-
tar, but nothing to the level of Brian May’s 
genius. We all put in a lot of work. We got 
grafted pretty hard trying to play our instru-
ments.

GS: joseph and Gwilym, what were 
the challenges of playing living people, 
as in the case of john deacon and Brian 
may, respectively?

jm: It literally never leaves your mind 
every time you play a real person. As an 
actor, you want to go into any job giving it 
your absolute all and everything. It just feels 
like there’s this extra motivation when you 
have this intense responsibility to the actual 
person you’re playing. To their family and, 
in this job, to the Queen fan-base, which is 
massive. We hear from them all the time, 
they’re so invested in this. Every day you 
walk on set, it doesn’t matter if you’re tired 
or what’s going on in your personal life, you 
always keep that in the forefront of your 
mind and it focuses you in in a way you can’t 
even imagine.

Gl: You have to stay on guard. You have 
to stay on your game. It can be overwhelm-
ing, but it forces you to put in the hours.

rm: I looked forward to knowing when 
Brian May was going to come (to the set). It 
just elevated me.

GS: it didn’t make you nervous?
rm: It could have. But he stepped on 

the scene and he was warm. He was tak-
ing pictures of it. There’s such humility and 

Bohemian Rhapsody 
stars rami malek, 
Gwilym lee, and 
joseph mazzello 
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class in the man. He made us feel like it was 
a privilege to have us telling his story. 

jm: He was taking videos on his cell-
phone of us doing Live Aid. It was like, 
“That’s not how this works [laughs]. We’re 
trying to impress you.” It was a cool moment 
for us.

GS: what do you think Freddie mer-
cury would think of Bohemian Rhapso-
dy?

rm: It’s hard enough emulating him in 
any way or trying to fill those shoes. It took 
me quite a while to come close in this film. 
To begin to ponder what this man was think-
ing. Ultimately, I think what the film does 
really well, it doesn’t spend too much time 
going into the darker places, the illicit plac-
es. We do that just so we can show just how 
grand and big his life was.

GS: Full.
rm: Rich and complex and full. I think 

celebrating the magnificence of the man 
was all we hoped to achieve. I just hope 
there’s a moment where he’s like, “Well that 
was colorful and enjoyable. I hope you all 
had a real good time.”

Gl: It’s nice to be reminded of him. He 
was a celebrator of life; an incredible indi-
vidual. It’s nice to remind the world of him. 
We need people like Freddie Mercury. t

BohemiaN rhapSody opens in theatres on 
November 2nd.

By ChuCk dunCan
As of now, there are three movies within 
the same franchise with the title Hallow-
een. there is, of course, the original 1978 
classic, the 2007 reboot/remake, and now 
the 2018 model. Any movie with that title 
and a number or 
subtitle after it – mi-
nus Halloween iii: 
Season of the Witch 
which tried to take 
the series in a new 
direction but failed 
– can be forgotten. Yes, even Halloween 
ii because of one significant piece of sto-
ry that movie introduced into the franchise 
that really was not part of the original: that 
Laurie Strode (Jamie Lee Curtis) was Mi-
chael Myers’ long lost sister, hence his 
reason for coming back time and again 
to kill her. Just put all those sequels in an 
alternative universe of Halloween movies, 
especially since Laurie dies in Halloween: 
Resurrection.

The latest Halloween could actually put 

this is a Blumhouse production and not 
Platinum Dunes or it would just be unlik-
able characters you root for to die).

And even though it is 40 years later, 
this Halloween feels like it belongs with 
the original. There are certainly visual call-
backs to tie the two together, including a 
new play on the classic final moments of 
the original which saw Michael fall over a 
balcony, and a nifty bit of dialog that quick-
ly dismisses the sequels. The opening 
titles are similar to the original, this time 
with a deflated Jack O’Lantern coming 
back to life, and more than just echoes 
of John Carpenter’s original score – John 
Carpenter actually worked on the score for 
this movie with his son Cody and Daniel 
A. Davies. Director David Gordon Green 
knows when to use that music and when 
not to.

And that’s what I think makes Hallow-
een a more powerful viewing experience 
than most horror films ... the silence. Yes 
the movie is filled with some shocking-
ly horrific imagery when Michael kills his 

next victim, but there is the 
stifling quiet a few times 
that keeps you on the edge 
of your seat waiting to be 
scared silly, the sound of 
your heart beating the loud-
est thing you hear, partic-
ularly near the end of the 
movie as Laurie searches 
through her home for The 
Shape. Green refrains from 
using loud musical cues or 
absurd sound effects to de-
liver the scares (even a knife 
picked up from a wood cutting 
board sounds like a knife be-
ing picked up from a wood cut-
ting board ... no schwing sound 
effect!), letting the visuals, the 
camera work, the editing and 
the viewers’ minds do all the 
rest.

If I have any reservations 
about the movie, it’s the ending which 
does not really resolve much. It seems like 
it does but then it doesn’t, and if you sit all 
the way through the credits there is what 
could be considered an audio clue that 
this story is definitely not finished. I guess 
I assumed we’d get some closure with the 
Laurie Strode / Michael Myers story but 
that does not seem to be the case. Per-
haps there will be one more to complete a 
trilogy that began in 1978. I guess I’m okay 
with that idea. But that one minor quibble 
aside, I think anyone who’s been waiting 
for this movie, a proper sequel to the clas-
sic, will not be disappointed. t

liVely arTS // OUT ON SCREEN

a “II” behind the title, but that would really 
confuse things. It would be accurate since 
we’re putting the sequels somewhere else 
and this movie picks up 40 years after the 
original. Michael Myers is still in the men-
tal health facility where he’s been since 
he was a child. His original doctor, Sam 
Loomis (Donald Pleasance), is long dead 
but he has a new doctor, Sartain (Haluk 
Bilginer), who has been studying Michael 
for decades, hoping to learn why he kills 
and what he feels when he kills, if only he 
could get Michael to speak. But his time is 
running out as Michael is due to be trans-
ferred to a high security facility soon.

With Halloween fast approaching, and 
probably not the best time to schedule Mi-
chael’s transfer, Laurie Strode is prepared 
as she always is, especially on that night, 
for anything that should come her way. 
She’s pretty much a sur- vivalist, 
basically living off the grid, 
having trained herself like 
Sarah Connor, and pretty 
much estranged from her 
family. Yes, Laurie has 
a daughter and grand-
daughter – with no real 
explanation or backsto-
ry – but her daughter 
Karen (Judy Greer) had 
been taken by CPS 
when she was 12 and 
she’s never really had 
much of a relationship 
with her granddaugh-
ter Allyson (Andi Ma-
tichak) despite Ally-
son’s attempt to get 
some kind of recon-
ciliation to happen. 
But Laurie does 
make an effort, partic-
ularly with Halloween approaching and 
Michael due to be transferred. Because 
Laurie knows Michael will stop at noth-
ing to come for her and she’s right as 
the bus transferring Michael and the other 
prisoners goes off the road, freeing every-
one and allowing Michael to make his way 
back into Haddonfield.

To say that Halloween is one of the 
most anticipated films of the year is prob-
ably an understatement. Fans of the se-
ries have been waiting for a new Michael 
Myers movie for some time, despite the 
varying quality of the previous sequels. To 
have Jamie Lee Curtis back as Laurie is a 
huge bonus, and it’s great that she’s will-
ing to revisit the character after seeing her 
killed off. So is the movie any good? Was 

Michael Myers Goes Slashing Again 

... ’cause it’s 
Halloween

Thrill time,
chill time

the wait worth it?
I would have to say yes indeed. It may 

not be the greatest movie of all time, but it 
certainly stands miles above most of the 
previous sequels and reboots. The writers, 
Davis Gordon Green, Danny McBride (yes, 
that Danny McBride), and Jeff Fradley, 
have an obvious love for the original movie 
and put a lot of care into crafting this story 
of Laurie Strode and Michael Myers, and 
Laurie’s complicated family dynamic. For 
Laurie, we have to admire her resilience 
and determination to protect herself but at 
the same time we have to feel kind of sad 
for her, seeing her holed up in her cabin in 
the woods, waiting for the Boogeyman to 
come once more. She does get out into the 
real world, but it seems she lives more of a 
solitary life training for the inevitable, which 
is what got her daughter taken away. Ja-
mie Lee Curtis does a terrific job managing 

to not make Laurie seem like a 
l u n a -

tic al-
ways chasing shadows.

I liked the family 
dynamic between Curtis, Greer and Ma-
tichak as well. Greer’s Karen always has 
her walls up when Laurie is mentioned or 
makes an appearance, almost making her 
seem the unreasonable one for not taking 
her mother’s fears seriously. But she feels 
that after 40 years it’s really time for her to 
say goodbye to Michael Myers and live her 
life. Allyson just wants her grandmother 
to be a part of her life but the tension be-
tween her mother and grandmother is of-
ten too much to bear. So there is a good 
story here that you often don’t get in these 
types of movies (and thank the stars that 
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In between the zine and this book, 
Grace ran workshops to help people learn 
to set boundaries between work and per-
sonal time. “I taught this workshop 15 

times all over the coun-

try and worked 
with people whose 
work spans different 
things – nonprofit, 
artists, nurses, so-
cial justice,” says Grace. “I was always 
surprised by people who came from 
‘non-creative’ jobs. There was one woman 
who was a designer for a furniture com-
pany. She’d go home and think about how 
she could be promoted and become more 
valuable to the company. She became ob-
sessed with furniture and design and how 
it applied to her job. It’s about the intention 
of the work. If you come home and play on 
Pinterest after work, that’s great. But if it is 

consuming you, that’s a different 
thing. She came out of this work-
shop thinking, ‘I need my friends. 
I need to not talk about work with 
them.’”

In the book, she says, “Turn 
your phone off and go outside 
and never tell anyone you did 
it.” Grace wants readers to ex-
perience life outside of their work 
and phones. “Part of my experi-

ence in the world is being an addict, and 
part of my addiction is work addiction. My 
real hope for the book is for people to pay 
deep attention, be in awe, and see their 
one life,” says Grace. “Be present for it, be 
of service to the greater work that has to 
be done, and be available to people they 
love. It took almost 30 years to realize that 
I’m on Earth.” t
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liVely arTS // BETWEEN THE COVERS

By Brynn deVereaux
Add some fierce to your 
shelves this fall with the 
wit, wisdom, and beauty 
that is RuPaul. Fans of the 
Glamazon are familiar with 
his sharp tongue and fear-
less nature, and his new 
book, GuRu, does not dis-
appoint. Full of 80 stunning 
never-before-seen photos, 
RuPaul shares the insights 
and philosophies that have 
guided him through his life 
and career.

For over 35 years, 
RuPaul has broken down 
barriers and helped shape 
the drag culture as we know it. As Jane 
Fonda says in the foreword of this book, 
“He has done this by being who he really 
is, but finding the best and most power-
ful version of that person was a journey.” 
Readers of GuRu will experience the les-
sons learned and perspectives formed 
from that journey throughout the pages of 
this book. 

While GuRu 
touches on all 
topics from 
fashion advice 
to relationships 
and commen-
tary on drag 
to business 
success, the heart of this 
book is filled with love. 
Learning to self-love, 
surrounding yourself with 
people who have your 
best interests at heart, 
and distinguishing what 
(and who) are toxic in 
your life are all important 

lessons that RuPaul stresses to his read-
ers. He writes, “Shine, baby, shine for you. 
It is about self-preservation. It is the law of 
nature. It is about investing time in yourself 
and making sure you have enough love, 
that you’ve allotted love for yourself by 
taking the time to be kind to yourself and 
having some gratitude for this beautiful gift 
you’ve been given that is life. Being kind to 
myself is my gift to the world.”

RuPaul is This Fall’s GuRu
Drag icon 
goes self-

help

The best parts of the book are the iconic 
“Ruisms” and photos. RuPaul writes about 
a few of the wigs and outfits featured, and 

each one is more fabulous than 
the last. The quotes are amaz-
ing and range from “Sashay 
all day, everyday” and “Your 
fear of looking stupid is hold-
ing you back” to “You’re born 
naked, and the rest is shading 
and contouring” and “Throwing 
shade takes a bit of creativity. 

Being a bitch takes none.” Each phrase is 
bold, inspiring, and at times hilarious – just 
like RuPaul.

While GuRu is not a roadmap to suc-
cess or self-love – it’s a book full of bite-
size anecdotes meant to inspire and en-
tertain. It is a “must read” for fans of the 
world’s most famous shape-shifter and 
those who need a little encouragement to 
live their best life. t

Don’t Be 
Dull Jack
By Brynn deVereaux
Living in a highly connected world can be 
both exciting and stressful. There are so 
many fun and unique ways to communi-
cate with people, learn and explore top-
ics, stay informed on events, 
and more. On the other hand, 
it is difficult to “turn off” the 
constant messages, news up-
dates, unfiltered opinions of 
loved ones and strangers, and 
work. Discovering the balance 
between being connected and 
being a person is becoming 
more and more crucial with 
every new app. 

Author and artist, Mar-
lee Grace is here to help those who have 
difficulty striking that balance. Her new 
book, How to Not always Be Working is 
a thoughtful exploration of identifying the 
boundaries of work, addressing addiction 
and anxieties, and ways to restore “off 
time” to rejuvenate yourself. 

“This book was born from integrating 
everything that I loved into my business at 
the time,” says Grace. She ran a shop and 
artists’ residency and began to incorporate 
her hobby of knitting into the business. “It 
pushed something over the edge as my 
internet personality grew. Everything was 
work. Everything was my job. I wrote a 
zine in 2015 that turned into this book.”

A new book 
warns of 

perils of ‘All 
work and no 

play’

marlee 
Grace

baltimoreoutloud.com
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tied my understanding of Christ was to my 
sense of being called to follow a path of 
nonviolence and social activism. Today, at 
age 61, I still look to my faith as my life’s 
cornerstone and guiding 
force.”

For Sheldon, who 
grew up in Randallstown, 
Maryland, his progressive 
Christian faith continues 
to inspire and guide all 
he does each day. “I was 
born and raised Jewish 
but converted 27 years 
ago – after having met 
Mark. It’s the backbone of 
everything I do – from my 
teaching, as a calling, to 
the extra things outside 
the classroom like the 
service clubs and extra-
curricular activities I run. 
For me, faith is the root of 
why I do what I do in my professional, as 
well as my personal, life.”

Inspired by their faith, as well as their 
love for their dog Ronan, Mark and Shel-
don decided to write a children’s book 
about him. Mark explained, “Our first book, 
One lucky Pom: The adventures of Ronan 
and His Dads, was about him and us liv-
ing together.” The inspiration for their re-

cent book, however, took a bit more of a 
socio-political spin. Mark added, “I’ve been 
a political justice activist since I was 15 
years old. So, I could have been inspired 
to write to these themes at any point in my 
life, but I would be wrong if I said the cur-
rent political climate didn’t make it seem 
like the perfect time for this book.” 

In this second book of the series, Ronan 
the Pomeranian presents a description of 
peace in its many forms, offering strategies 

that will make this a more peaceful and just 
world. Ronan encourages that we must 
first find our peace, deep within ourselves, 
through whatever brings peace to our souls. 
Then, there are simple acts of friendship 

and loyalty, sharing our gifts, offering com-
fort and kindness to those who are hurting, 
and standing up against bullies. Ronan 
talks about how we can celebrate diversi-
ty, welcome immigrants who are new to the 
country, care for our endangered planet, 
and embrace nonviolent conflict resolution. 
All of us, big and little, can be makers of 
peace in many ways.

Mark explained, “From the beginning, 
our goal with these books has been to en-
tertain as all children’s books should. In One 
lucky Pom: The adventures of Ronan and 
His Dads, we wanted to have young read-
ers have fun and see how Ronan’s life goes 
with his dads. We didn’t ‘bang the drum’ that 
Ronan has two dads, but they were just there, 
and it was a simpler presentation.” Mark 
continued, “In Peace Pom: Ronan Makes a 
Difference, our intent was far more intense. 
We have jokingly noted that in some ways 
this is our ‘sweetly subversive children’s 
book.’ Nothing subversive that we have 
something to hide, but it’s sad that we are 
telling kids that they can be peacekeepers 
and peace-wagers and telling them they can 
make a difference by welcoming others from 
other places and to go marching peacefully 
with their grown-ups, but now that’s consid-
ered to be a scary and subversive thing by 
some people’s point of view. So, I think our 
goal is to stay sweetly subversive as long as 
there is an audience and a pressing need, 
and in our opinion, there is a pressing need 
in our society right now.” t

The Dogs of Peace
—continued from page 1

not pawprints ... ‘peaceprints’!
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By Frankie kujawa
The seventh annual Charm City Fringe 
Festival, voted in 2017 by Baltimore mag-
azine as the “Best Eclectic Festival,” is 
set for November 1st to 11th. Throughout 
the 11 days of cutting-edge, quirky the-
atre and arts performances, Ike Avelli’s 50 
Shades of Gay stands out as one of the 
can’t-miss shows. Running from Friday, 
November 2nd at 10 pm; Saturday, No-
vember 3rd at 9 pm; and Sunday, Novem-
ber 4th at 7:30 pm, 50 Shades of Gay is 
an adult variety show written, produced, 
and starring award-winning comedian Ike 
Avelli. The performances will take place at 
Le Mondo (406 North Howard Street, bal-
timore). Filled with comedy, music, drag, 
costumes, and audience participation, the 
show has been selling out venues across 
the US since 2015.

“It all started back in 2015,” Avelli be-
gan. “I wanted to do an 
adult variety show 
for NYC Gay 
Pride, which 
was held at the 
end of June. In 
February 2015, I 
saw the trailer for 
the movie 50 Shades 
of Grey. It came to me that I 
was going to base the name of this show 

after that.” Before Avelli’s show premiered, 
a landmark case that changed the land-
scape of the LGBT-community was an-
nounced. “Friday, June 26th, the day be-
fore the show premiered, the Supreme 
Court passed marriage equality. On the 

night of the show, the theatre in New York 
City was sold out and everyone was ready 
to celebrate.”

Filled with comedy, music, drag, video 
sketches, and audience participation, the 

performance boasts fun for all who 
attend. “I think that especially for 

the fringe festivals this show is 
great. You don’t just sit there 
and watch. Audience mem-

bers get to come on stage, put 
on some wigs, lip-synch for their 

lives, and really have some fun.”
For New York-based Avelli, who has 

written, produced and starred in eight orig-
inal shows since 
2013, entertain-
ing is in his DNA. 
“I started doing 
variety shows 
five years ago. 
50 Shades of 
Gay was differ-
ent. Viewers get 
to not only come 
out and have fun, 
but they have the 
opportunity to be 
on stage and to 
be a star for the 
night.” t

For more in-
formation and 
tickets for 50 
Shades of Gay 
and other2018 
charm city Fringe 
Festival offerings, 
visit charmcity-
fringe.com. 

50 Shades of Gay at 
Charm City Fringe Fest

“You don’t just sit there 
and watch. Audience 
members get to come 
on stage, put on some 
wigs, and lip-sync for 

their lives.” 

“Ronan the 
Pomeranian presents 
a description of peace 

in its many forms, 
offering strategies 

that will make this a 
more peaceful and just 

world.”

 ike avelli



20 t  BalTimore ouTloud        OctOber 26, 2018 •  BalTiMOReOUTlOUD.cOM

By ChuCk dunCan
Before Marvel stepped in and put the 
brakes on things at Sony with regards to 
the Spider-Man franchise, they had a list of 
potential spin-offs in the pipeline including 
one preposterous 
project that would 
star a young Aunt 
May as some sort of 
Agent Carter type of 
character, complete-
ly inventing a history 
the character never 
had. That pushed 
the folks at Marvel too far, and after two 
not all that successful Spider-Man reboots 
with Andrew Garfield, Marvel felt it was 
time to step in and right the ship before 
it sank completely. A successful introduc-
tion of new Spider-Man Tom Holland in the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe proper and in 
his own Sony movie has fixed things very 
well indeed. So how did they let the Venom 
character slip through their fingers?

Venom stars Tom Hardy as journalist 
Eddie Brock, more troublemaker than trou-

that is was a shame Gwyneth Paltrow was 
already committed to Pepper Potts ... and 
I’m not even the biggest Paltrow fan. Riz 
Ahmed comes off the best here because 
he’s consistently working in a movie that 
is a drama.

Venom isn’t terrible, it’s just a bit of a 
mess ... and apparently there was about 
30 minutes cut almost at the last minute 
so that doesn’t help not make it feel dis-
jointed. It seems like a bit of a plot point 

hit the cutting room floor when 
Eddie/Ven-
om climbs 
up the side 
of the build-
ing to get to 
his former 
boss’ office 
to leave a 
cell phone 
with incrimi-
nating photos 
from Drake’s 
lab. We never 
know if the guy 
got the phone 
or if he did 
anything with 
it. Director Ru-
ben Fleischer, 
who only has a 
handful of fea-

tures to his name including 
Zombieland, hopes to include 

the full cut of the movie on the home video 
release. And Tom Hardy is hoping for an 
R-rated sequel ... if there is one. And Sony 
is certainly hedging its bets by including 
a mid-credits scene with Eddie going to 
interview a new character, played by a 
very well-known actor (we won’t spoil it for 
those who don’t know), who will obviously 
be the sequel’s ‘Big Bad’. (There’s also a 
scene at the end of the credits from Spi-
der-Man: into the Spider-verse that has 
absolutely nothing to do with Venom, it’s 
just a cheap way for Sony to promote the 
new animated movie.)

Half of Venom works, half of it does 
not. If you don’t know the character is 
from the Spider-Man universe, you’d nev-
er know it from the movie. There’s really 
no reference to the character – except a 
name drop of one of Drake’s astronauts, 
JJ Jameson III – so why try to keep Venom 
beholden to that universe? Drop the at-
tempt at being light-hearted and just go for 
dark and violent with the next movie (I fear 
though that won’t be remotely possible just 
by what we see in the credits teaser). I re-
ally wanted to like Venom but in the end it 
just did not click. t

liVely arTS // OUT ON SCREEN

bleshooter. He has a successful investiga-
tive news program but his boss wants him 
to interview Carlton Drake (Riz Ahmed), an 
Elon Musk sort who is launching people 
into space, an endeavor seemingly paid for 
by the profits of his pharmaceutical compa-
ny, but an accident with a returning space-
craft puts his operation into question and 
Eddie is instructed to basically do a puff 
piece to rebuild the public’s confidence. 
But that’s not Eddie’s style and he discov-
ers Drake is up to something that requires 
human subjects ... who all seem to end up 
dead. Drake’s astronauts have been col-
lecting organisms from outer space and 
bringing them to Earth, hoping to com-
bine them with humans in order to allow 
humans to live off planet. But the sentient 
organisms, or symbiotes, have other plans 
for the planet.

Like Eddie and his symbiote, which 
goes by the name Venom, the movie never 
meshes well for several reasons. The first 
is the movie’s attempt at humor. I assume 
the comic book version of Venom is a real 
wisecracker and I can see how that would 
work in a comic. But when you put that in a 

Venom Never Quite Comes Together

A slithering 
mismatch 

of terror and 
humor

So nice 
to see you

movie that wants to be a dark, gritty, sci-fi 
action movie with an actor not known for 
his comedic chops, it just doesn’t work. 
It’s like when Freddy Kruger basically be-
came a stand-up comic with one-liners for 
every kill instead of the figure that struck 
fear into the hearts of those who dreamed 
about him in the first movie. The wise-
cracks don’t make Ve n o m 
threatening. Of 
course, being set 
in the Spider-Man 
universe (and 
even a quick cam-
eo would have 
been welcome), 
the movie has to 
maintain that hu-
mor that works 
much better in 
the Spider-Man 
movies than it 
does here. And 
it also has to 
maintain a PG-
13 rating ... 
which is real-
ly the biggest 
crime here. 
Venom should have been a hard 
R, and they should have amped 
up the comedy and the violence 
to Deadpool levels if the come-
dy had to be a part of the movie. It real-
ly should have been more logan in tone 
though. Leave the comedy out complete-
ly and just go for dark and violent. I don’t 
know how many people lost their heads to 
Venom, but the carnage was ridiculously 
bloodless. And don’t get me started on 
Venom’s tongue. What works as a still im-
age on the page does not necessarily look 
right when put into motion.

Another of the film’s issues is the cast-
ing. I like Tom Hardy and Michelle Williams 
very much. Hardy is fantastic in just about 
everything he does, and most of that stuff 
is drama or action – Mad Max: Fury Road, 
The Revenant, Taboo, The Dark Knight 
Rises, Bronson – you’d be hard-pressed 
to find any real comedy on his resumé. 
And for good reason as this movie demon-
strates. At points he’s required to over-re-
act to something with wild facial expres-
sions or vocal reactions, and he just is not 
the person to pull that off. He’s great as 
the serious Eddie Brock, but he just can’t 
do goofy. Michelle Williams, who was ter-
rific in i Feel Pretty, is just terribly miscast 
here as Eddie’s love interest. I felt that she 
felt out of place, and all I could think was 
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honor their emotions. Cassandra is almost 
three years old. She has a lifetime to con-
form and obey the rules. For now, I’m let-
ting her be a little girl who needed a little 
space to feel comfortable. t

  t
Rev. Kelly crenshaw is the mom of 16 

adopted kids, two biological kids, guardian 
of one baby girl and foster mom of dozens. 
Some are lesbian, some gay, some straight, 
and some bisexual. Kelly founded a K-12 
day school where kids could have a safe, 
bully-free environment for learning. She is 
co-owner of a counselling agency that works 
with children and their families.

So, we did. It’s only been a couple of 
days, but after we told Cassandra that she 
wasn’t going back to school, she has been 
a happier kid. I don’t know what happened. 
It may have been something small and 
easily repaired. All I know is that Cassan-
dra’s school didn’t try to fix it. They made 
excuses and tried to force Cassandra to 
conform. And, for me, that is not okay.

Little people have opinions and feel-
ings. It’s important that we recognize and 

After more than 20 years of raising kids 
with traumatic backgrounds, I’ve discov-
ered one very basic thing about myself. 
I’ve discovered that I am very quick to re-
act to situations when I see my children 
being intentionally traumatized. For exam-
ple, when it’s time for toddlers to get shots, 
we discuss it first. We have 
never physically punished 
our kids either. We just 
don’t see a need for it. Kids 
can learn without being hit. 
We don’t want them to hit, 
so why would we hit them.

This month has been 
particularly challenging 
with Cassandra. She start-
ed preschool in September. 
The first few weeks were 
amazing. She enjoyed the 
activities and looked for-
ward to going each day. 

Every morning, Anthony 
walked her to the entrance 
where she was met by one 
of the teachers and escorted inside. 
There were lots of pictures on the pre-
school website that showed her enjoying 
her time there. It was great.

Until it wasn’t so great. One day, about 
three weeks ago, Anthony was told to stop 
walking Cassa to the door. Instead, he 
was told that he had to join the line-up and 
have the teacher remove Cassandra from 
her car seat. The first day, Cassandra was 
pouty. The next, she refused to go. All of 
a sudden, Cassandra said she didn’t like 
school. 

The school insisted that we continue to 
try their approach. Each day was worse. 
Cassandra screamed “no” and “help” 
each time she saw the teacher who was 
assigned to remove her from the car. She 
became clingy. She began to cry as soon 
as she woke up in the morning. Then, she 
started crying the night before as we pre-

pared her snack for the following day. Her 
reactions weren’t temper tantrums and 
they were ridiculously out of character for 
our little girl. 

So, we consulted with my sister-in-law, 
who is an educational psychologist who 
specializes in the preschool age group. 
The more we talked, the more we realized 
that Cassandra’s reactions were not sim-
ple separation anxiety. She was reacting 
out of fear. I tried staying at school for a 
while with her. She liked it. The preschool 
did not, even though they had said that 

parents were always wel-
come. 

We attempted to break 
the cycle and managed to 
get rid of the crying. We 
read stories about going to 
preschool and why it’s fun. 
We reminded her of her 
friends and got her to talk 
about playing with them. We 
went to the preschool when 
no one was there to practice 
walking up to the door. She 
was a little somber, but no 
tears. It wasn’t until she saw 
that one teacher that she 
broke. She looked up with 
absolute fear in her eyes 

and begged to go home. So, 
we went home.

The next day, Cassandra had a routine 
well-child appointment with her pediatri-
cian. You should know that this doctor takes 
special interest in Cassandra because of 
her rough beginning. But, it was surpris-
ing when she walked in the room and im-
mediately asked what had happened. She 
noticed that Cassandra’s personality was 
different. She noticed her reaction every 
time the word school was mentioned. She 
noticed that Cassandra seemed afraid of 
the doctor, when she never had been be-
fore. When I told her what was going on at 
school, she insisted we pull her out imme-
diately. She could not understand why the 
school didn’t work harder to help us figure 
out what happened to change Cassandra’s 
attitude toward school. And, she insisted 
that we pull her out immediately.
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Numbers, ratings, and data are important. 
they influence our decisions of where to 
eat, what movie to see, and even where to 
live. That’s why I was disappointed to learn 
that Hagerstown had the lowest rating of 
ten Maryland cities included in the Human 
Rights Campaign’s 2018 Municipal Equality 
Index. HRC rates cities on a scale of 0-100, 
and Hagerstown received a 32. In compar-
ison, nearby Frederick had a perfect score 
of 100. What’s more, we dropped six points 
from last year. Ouch.

If you’re thinking, “Well, it’s Hagerstown, 
you can’t be that surprised,” you’ve already 
demonstrated why this is a huge problem. A 
few months ago, Baltimore magazine pub-
lished an article about Hagerstown, question-
ing if we would be able to sustain ourselves 
as the heroin and opioid epidemic sweeps the 
nation and our city. It correctly pointed out that 
our local economy is struggling, and we have 
the appearance of a backwards town that 
hasn’t been able to keep up with the times. As 
such, it’s that much more difficult to attract out-
side businesses and investors, both of which 
bring badly needed jobs to the area.

What Hagerstown has is an image prob-
lem. city officials are well aware of this and 
have been working tirelessly for years to 
address it. We’re making efforts to revitalize 
downtown, to build and strengthen our arts 
community, to support and promote diversity 
on every level, and we’re finally seeing prog-
ress. We’re not doing the work just to change 
our image, but because it’s what’s necessary 
for us to sustain ourselves and the people 
who call Washington County home: people 
who deserve a safe, diverse, thriving commu-
nity that will give them the best quality of life 
possible.

I’m disappointed by our low Municipal 
Equality rating not just because it sends the 
wrong message about the safety and welfare 
of our local LGBTQ community, but because it 
sends the wrong message about Hagerstown 

and Washington County as a whole. This rat-
ing (which we know is not accurate – see my 
other article for details) is a setback for ev-
eryone. It threatens to undo all the progress 
we’ve made and halt further advancements.

In my mind, this rating reinforces the neg-
ative image we’ve been slowly changing for 
years and creates another hurdle for Hag-
erstown to overcome. It is now going to be 
much more difficult to bring new life to Hag-
erstown. When businesses, investors, and 
homebuyers look at the data to assess the 
diversity, safety, and overall wellness of Hag-
erstown, they will see that we’re ranked dead 
last in LGBTQ inclusivity and that we dropped 
six points from last year. What will they think? 
I imagine they’ll see us as a backwards town 
that is losing, not gaining, progress. I can’t 
blame them if they want to take their money 
elsewhere.

I also believe that the LGBTQ commu-

nity has a unique opportunity to help Hag-
erstown. The very fact that we have Hag-
erstown Hopes, an LGbtQ nonprofit with 
our own community center, is a win for the 
city. It shows that Hagerstown is embracing 
progress and catching up with the rest of 
the world. I only wish our rating reflected the 
progress we and the city have made to be as 
inclusive and welcoming as possible.

Hagerstown Hopes has already taken ac-
tion to address our HRC Municipal Equality 
Rating next year because we care about our 
community and we care about Hagerstown. 
When we raise our score, we will change 
Hagerstown’s image. We will give the city 
what it needs to survive. 

We’ve been blessed with such support 
from the Hagerstown community and, though 
I wish the circumstances were different, I’m 
glad that we have the opportunity to return 
the favor. Hang in there, Hagerstown. We’ve 
got this. t

How to Fix 
Hagerstown’s 

Image 
Problem

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s
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By Brian GeorGe hoSe
The Human Rights Campaign recently re-
leased its 2018 Municipal Equality Index, 
an evaluation that rates cities based on 
“how inclusive municipal laws, policies, 
and services are of LGBTQ people who 
live and work there.” Cities are rated on a 
scale of 0-100 based on 49 different crite-
ria. The process is a kind of audit, requir-
ing the submission of paperwork and sup-
porting documentation from city officials to 
HRC for evaluation. 

Several Maryland cities received per-
fect scores, but Hagerstown was not one 
of them. In a disappointing turn of events, 
Hager-

stown was rat-
ed 32, making us 
the lowest ranked city in Maryland. City 
officials and Jeff Rohrer, president of Hag-
erstown Hopes, were quick to refute our 
rating, saying that it does not accurately 
reflect the inclusivity of the LGBTQ com-
munity or our relationship with the city.

As of this writing, we still don’t know ex-
actly what happened to result in our rating, 
but we do know that our evaluation is not 
entirely accurate. City councilwoman Em-
ily Keller stated that the city offers health 
insurance benefits to all legally married 
couples, as well as transgender individu-
als, but we did not receive points in these 
areas. Mayor Bob Bruchey and Chief of 
Police Paul Kifer, who has an impressive 
record of public service to diverse groups, 
pointed out that the city didn’t report hate 
crimes to the FBI because (fortunately) 
there were no hate crimes to report. 

Everyone we’ve reached out to, includ-

ing members of Hagerstown Hopes, has 
been surprised by our low rating. We are 
fortunate and grateful that Hagerstown city 
officials have been some of our strongest 
allies, actively working with us and inviting 
us to participate in a wide variety of initia-
tives and events. 

With Rohrer at the lead, Hagerstown 
Hopes has been looking into how our rating 
was calculated, as well as what we can do 
to ensure a higher and more accurate rat-
ing next year. We’ve been learning about 
the evaluation process and have reached 
out to city council members, the chief of 
police, and even HRC for guidance.

We can’t change our 2018 rating, so 
we’ve begun working towards a more 
accurate evaluation for next year. We’re 
looking into developing LGBTQ liaisons 
with the Hagerstown Police Department as 
well as the Mayor’s office. Not only will this 
raise our score, it will also ensure better 
representation and inclusion of the LGBTQ 
community in city matters. We’re also look-
ing forward to a conference call between 
HRC, Hagerstown Hopes, and city officials 
to discuss ways we can improve our score 
to better represent relations between the 
LGBTQ community and the city of Hager-
stown in the future.

We are also concerned that our rat-
ing sends the wrong message to the local 
LGBTQ community. We are concerned 
that members of our community may feel 
unsafe or unwelcome in their homes be-
cause of this rating. Rest assured, this is 
not the case. Hagerstown Hopes has re-
ceived nothing but support from our local 
leaders and we consider this rating to be 
a glitch in a complex system. Together, 
we’re dedicated to making sure whatever 
happened this year doesn’t happen again. 

In the meantime, Hagerstown Hopes 
has been developing resources for our 
community. Soon we’ll be meeting with lo-
cal GSAs in public schools, and we’re fi-
nalizing plans for a youth program. We’ve 
also partnered with the health department 
to address LGBTQ healthcare needs and 
our Trans Goup is up and running. 

As always, we’d love to hear from you! 
If you have concerns or would like to be-
come involved, visit us at Hagerstown-
hopesmd.org or like and follow us on 
Facebook. t

Hagerstown Hopes: 
Improving Our Equality 

Rating

The original 
‘Charm City’?
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The ‘Hard-
Wired’ Brain

Ice 
Machine

L:aura Anderson

Beyond 
the

A colleague and I have had a long-running 
discussion about the nature of gender. She 
contends that gender is a social construct 
– that society creates gender, and agrees 
with gender feminists who believe that all 
distinctions between men and women are 
both culturally and socially constructed with 
biology playing a relatively minor role. We 
are engaged in the classic nature vs. nur-
ture debate. If our discussion was limited to 
gender roles, I would agree with her – be-
haviors and expectations based upon sex 
and gender are indeed culturally imposed. 
However, it is difficult for me to accept that 
my gender, and hence my gender identity, is 
a result of the society in which I have lived.

I was recently invited to participate in 
a discussion of a draft version of a social 
statement on “Women and Justice” being 
written by a large mainstream church. It 
was encouraging to know that my voice as a 
transwoman was being valued and accept-
ed and I truly expected to find no objections 
to the message contained in the document 
rejecting patriarchy and sexism. However, I 
was surprised to discover a statement bur-
ied within the document about the brains 
of boys and girls. It read that neurological 
research has indicated that our brains are 
not “hardwired” as either boy or girl brains – 
we learn the behaviors in which we engage. 
Indeed, this does make sense to a certain 
degree – we all learn the gender roles in 

which we participate. The concern that I ex-
pressed at the meeting was with the use of 
the term hardwired and how the statement 
might lead readers to believe that our gen-
der-selves are products of society.

There is a growing body of research 
data that supports the notion of hardwired 
brains. Findings pre-
sented at the European 
Society of Endocrinol-
ogy annual meeting in 
Barcelona this past May 
suggest that “differences 
in brain function may oc-
cur early in development 
and that brain imaging 
may be a useful tool for 
earlier identification of 
transgenderism in young 
people” (Science News, 
May 24th, 2018). Addi-
tional research reported in 
Scientific American (Jan-
uary, 2016) indicates that 
“imaging studies and other 
research suggest that there is a biological 
basis for transgender identity.” These and 
similar studies suggest a degree of innate 
gender in each of us. 

Writes Jane Brody (“Transgender iden-
tity May Form in the Womb,” Herald-Tri-
bune, June 21st, 2016) “All brains start out 
female; if the fetus is male, testosterone 
normally programs both the genitalia and 
the brain to develop as male.” Moreover, 
Georg Kranz, a neuroscientist at the Med-
ical University of Vienna writes, “All avail-
able evidence points towards a biologically 
determined identity. In [transgender] people 
you would say there was a mismatch in the 
testosterone milieu during the development 
of the body and then during development 
of the brain, so that the body was mascu-
linized and the brain was feminized, or the 
other way around.” (As reported in “are 
the Brains of Transgender People Different 
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From Those of Cisgender People?” The 
Scientist, March 1st, 2018.)

So, what does all of this mean? For start-
ers, many in the transgender community re-
ject any notion of a possible physiological 
diagnosis for being trans. No medical test 

can determine our gender 
identity and the lack of any 
particular physical indica-
tors should never be used 
to deny someone the 
validity of their personal 
identity. Yet, the results 
of these kinds of studies 
underscore the fact that 
transgender individuals 
do not choose to be 
trans. We are born this 
way and any data that 
supports this fact can 
influence the way soci-
ety accepts us and our 
identities.

But perhaps the 
most important point in this discussion 

is this. If our gender identities are a social 
construct – if society makes us transgender 
by the environment in which we are subject-
ed, then society can attempt to unmake us. 

For those who believe this to be true there 
is the implied belief that conversion/repar-
ative therapy is valid and appropriate – a 
frightening and dangerous concept widely 
discredited by a vast majority of the med-
ical community. 

Our debate will continue, most likely find-
ing common ground in the understanding 
that there may be no nature vs nurture, but 
rather nature + nurture as we consider gen-
der. The proportion of each will likely remain 
a difficult and unanswered question. t

 laura anderson is an educator, au-
thor, researcher, parent, and granddad. Her 
years teaching in public school classrooms 
as male provided the foundation for her 
more recent role educating future teachers. 
living female for the past decade, she has 
come to appreciate the privileges she once 
held – both male and cisgender – privileges 
now replaced with the fulfillment of living as 
her true self.

facebook.com/BaltimoreOUTloudfacebook.com/BaltimoreOUTloud
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... en route to 
which the author 

spends a night 
in an airline’s 
‘prison camp’

had ten minutes 
to catch their de-
parting flight. If you 
missed it, you had 
to wait until the next 
day. Fortunately, I 
caught my flight by 
politely pushing my 
way through the 
crowd. 

When I arrived in 
Frankfurt, I booked 
a hotel room for the 
night. I located the nearest Starbucks to 
use its free Wi-Fi, and I used Priceline.com 
because it offers great deals. The next 
day, I received a ten percent off cou-
pon for 

my next 
Priceline purchase. I received a coupon 
for every night I booked, so I was able to 
get ten percent off each night after my first 
night in Europe. Frankfurt is a great place 
to start a European adventure: its train sta-
tion connects to different cities in Europe. 
(Regarding train tickets, the Europass had 
too many restrictions for me: I purchased 
as I traveled.) 

At the end of my adventure in Europe, 
the nightmare began. I departed from 
Frankfurt on Wow, the plane left the gate 
15 minutes late, which placed it behind 
other planes, and now it was unable to 
avoid the incoming snow storm. The pilot 
continued to tell everyone that we would 
be leaving shortly and that Wow would 
hold everyone’s connecting flights in Ke-
flavik. However, five hours later, we finally 
left. The pilot made an updated announce-
ment that all passengers would miss their 
connecting flights, but that hotel accom-
modations would be provided. 

When we arrived in Keflavik, Wow is-
sued a hotel and food voucher. Wow rent-

By daVid PlaCher
Belgium is a bilingual country with divisions 
between Dutch-speaking Flanders to the 
north and French-speaking Wallonia in the 
south. Belgium’s capital and the de facto 
capital of the European Union is Brussels. 
In Brussels, all road signs 
and most advertisements are 
shown in both languages. With 
the recent surge of immigrants 
into Europe, many have set-
tled in Brussels, turning the 
city into a multilingual city, 
with many Arabic speakers. As 
Brussels transforms into a big-
ger melting pot, many new res-
idents may find new freedoms 
in their new progressive country and city if 
they fled areas (which they probably did) 
that suppress LGBT rights. 

In 2000, Belgium granted same-sex 

couples domestic partnership benefits. 
In 2003, it became the second country 
(first was Netherlands in 2001) to legalize 

same-sex marriage. In 2006, same-sex 
adoption became legal. In 2007, people 
were allowed to change their legal gender. 
The previous Prime Minister of Belgium, 
Elio Di Rupo, is gay and Pascal Smet, the 
former Flemish minister of education and 

current Brussels minis-
ter, is also gay.

Brussels offers an 
active nightlife for the 
LGBT community. Le 
Baroque is a popular 
and small gay bar where 
many drink outside, 
even in cold weather, 
just to socialize. On the 
weekends, there is usu-

ally a DJ that plays the latest European or 
American music hits. La Reserve is 
the oldest gay bar in Brussels and is 
known as a cozy and friendly place 

with a large beer se-
lection. Le Belgica is 
known as the most 
popular gay bar in 
town. Its cheap drinks 
and friendly bartenders 
make this spot a hit with 
both locals and foreign-
ers. Le Boule Rouge is 
a popular gay bar that 
offers drag shows and 
karaoke nights. 

When you plan your 
Belgium specific or Euro-
pean trip, here are some 

travel tips for the cost conscious traveler: 
It is best to go during low season – Novem-
ber through March – and not reserve your 

hotel until you ar-
rive. Wow Airlines 
offers cheap air-
fares – sometimes 
as low as $400 
round trip, but you 
can only bring a 
personal item, like 
a small backpack. 

When I flew 
Wow, the flight de-
parted from BWI 
late and arrived in 
Keflavik, Iceland – 
Wow’s hub – late. 
The flight attendant 
made an alarm-
ing announcement 
that passengers 
traveling to Frank-
furt, Germany, only 

Belgium | Euro Central
ouT & aBouT // DAVID’S THOUGHTS 

ed a bus that transported 
us to a hostel – not hotel. 
The hostel’s rooms each 
had two small rooms that connected to 
one small bathroom. (I shared it with a 
woman who spent the night screaming in 
Spanish at her children over a cellphone 
speaker.) The food voucher was for 20 
krona, which buys only a burger and fries 
– no cheese or drink. (Iceland uses the 
krona and everything is expensive be-
cause it has to be imported.) There was 
no ATM. There was no real hotel close 
by, but even if there was, there was 
no transportation to get there, no tele-
phone service (I didn’t activate my in-
ternational service to include Iceland), 
no Ubers or cabs and it was too cold to 
walk on an unfamiliar road that lacked 
streetlights. 

I found myself in 
“Wow’s Prison Camp” for 
one night. Would I take Wow 
again? Absolutely! t

Chocolates, 
waffles, 

bureaucrats

Shadowy 
– as befits 
EU’s capital

not just 
the blue 

flag with 12 
stars here
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Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY from 11am – 3pm
With$ 15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s,

Sangria and  EVO Craft Drafts

OFF THE VINE WEDNESDAYS
½ Off Select Bottles of Wine All Day

TAP THAT THURSDAYS – All Taps Half Off

HAPPY HOUR: Wed. – Sat. from  3pm – 7pm

OUR TERRACE IS OPEN! 

Shucking Sundays
A Dozen Oysters and 2 brews or wine for $20

Meatless Mondays
$15 for a Veggie Burger and

Bu�alo Brussel Sprouts

Burger & A Beer Tuesday
$12 for A Purist Burger and

an EVO Craft Draft

Wine Wednesdays
1/2 O� Select Bottles of WIne

Mussel Mania Thursdays
All You can Eat Mussel $25 per person

Happy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 7pm

Fabulous Brunch Every 
Saturday & Sunday 

11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
with $15 Bottomless 

Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s, 
Sangria and EVO 

Craft Drafts

1604 Kelly Avenue.  
Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240  
nickeltaphouse.com

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Penguin Pils now available
in 16oz cans!

Introducing Lumen
Our new beer brewed speci�cally

for Light City!

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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Not long after same-sex marriage became 
legal in Maryland in 2013, I was working 
with two delightful women who had abso-
lutely fallen in love with Chase Court, the 
wedding venue I own in Baltimore. They 
were very excited about having their wed-
ding here, so they set a date and booked. 
All was well.

One of the brides’ family, all of whom 
lived in rural Pennsylvania, had made it 
clear to her that her sexual identity was 
unacceptable to them. They wanted noth-
ing to do with her or her fiance, and had no 
intention of attending their wedding. 

A few weeks after our meeting, I re-
ceived a tearful phone call from 
one of the brides. It 
turned out that her 
family had made an 
about-face. They were 
all coming to the wed-
ding! That meant that 
their guest list had 
nearly doubled, and 
they could no longer 
fit at Chase Court. We 
were all sad about that! 
But, the greater good 
had been served, and I 
was happy for them.

Weddings are one of 
the very few times in life 
when there is an opportu-
nity for the familial version 
of parking ticket amnesty. It’s a point in the 
lives of families when reconciliation can 
take place freely and relatively easily. 

The presence or absence of family at 
weddings has great meaning. The act of 
showing up, in every sense of the word, 
makes all the difference in the shape of 
relationships going forward. Here, without 
words, family can say, “we recognize this, 
and you, as part of us.” Presence matters.

These things don’t always happen 
spontaneously. Sometimes they call for 
“the talk.”

For example, divorced parents of a 
couple sometimes need to hear that the 
right thing to do is to put their differences 

Reconciliation 
Day

aside and be present as loving (if sepa-
rate) parents for their child’s wedding. The 
task of laying this out usually falls to some-
one who knows each of them well enough 
to sit them down and look them in the eye 
with gravitas and clarity – and an intoler-
ance for self-absorbed behavior.  

In the same way, the families of same-
sex couples sometimes need to hear that 
this is their opportunity to show their love 
and support – or not – for the couple and 
their marriage. While their differences are 
not the same as those of divorced parents, 
the need for love to pierce the veil of ha-
tred and fear is the same. 

This is also a time when the couple 
can sit with their family and say, “This is 
who we are. That’s not going to change. 
We love you and want very much for you 
to be part of our lives. We would love to 
have you at our wedding.” This can be a 
hard and painful conversation. It can end 
in a “no,” with hurtful words being heard. 
But the opportunity for reconciliation that it 
creates is worth the emotional work that it 
takes to bring about change. It’s not easy 
and it often includes tears, but the end re-
sult has value beyond compare.

Sometimes the 
very “realness” of an 
impending wedding 
is all it takes. Fami-
lies realize that this 
isn’t “a phase” and 
that it’s not going 
away. Quite the 
opposite is true! 
So the decision is 
made to embrace 
their child as they 
are. How wonder-
ful!

The ultimate 
goal, of course, is 
for more than just 

one day of pres-
ence. But making it happen on that one, 
very important day can make all the differ-
ence in getting the wedding you want, and 
in what happens for the rest of your lives. 

Next time: creating a great wedding 
ceremony. t

David l. egan is the proprietor and stew-
ard of chase court, a wedding and event 
venue in downtown Baltimore. Visit cha-
secourt.com, and follow chasecourtWed-
dingVenue on instagram and Facebook.

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

qualiTy oF liFe

The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
with Karaoke

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
with Karaoke

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN

facebook.com/BaltimoreOUTloudfacebook.com/BaltimoreOUTloud
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Operated by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC

Making Your Real Estate Fantasies Come True...

Renee Batson, REALTOR® 
Mobile: (443)739-8818 
Office: (410)647-2222 

@HousedbyRenee  #HousedbyRenee

qualiTy oF liFe  // YOUR MONEY

Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger & Lauren Lynch

Human Resource management must care-
fully monitor the labor relations and regula-
tions in all of the geographic regions where 
they hire. A trade union or la-
bor union is an organization 
dedicated to promoting em-
ployee rights and improving 
employee welfare in a given 
organization or industry; it’s 
the fulcrum of labor relations. 
It is imperative to closely mon-
itor changes in labor relations, 
both to understand the most 
recent hiring practices and to 
ensure compliance with union rules and 
regulations.

The prevalence of unions, both from 
a geographic and industry standpoint, of-
ten significantly impacts the welfare and 
wage positions of a substantial number of 
employees. Unionization has been hotly 
debated for decades, as unions employ 
collective bargaining on behalf of employ-
ees, independently from company human 
resources policies. The legislative back-
ing and legal framework is complex and 
ever evolving. 

Most unions in the US 
are aligned with one of two 
larger umbrella organiza-
tions: the AFL-CIO (created 
in 1955) and the Change to 
Win Federation (which split 
from the AFL-CIO in 2005). 
Both advocate policies and 
legislation on behalf of work-
ers in the US and Canada, and 
take an active role in politics. 
The AFL-CIO is especially con-
cerned with global trade issues.

In 2016, there were 14.6 million mem-
bers in the US, down from 17.7 million in 
1983. The percentage of workers belong-
ing to a union in the Us was 10.7%, com-
pared to 20.1% in 1983. Union member-
ship in the private sector has fallen under 
7%, levels not seen since 1932. 

In the 21st century the most prominent 
unions are among public sector employ-

Consider The 
Weekend

ees such as city employees, government 
workers, teachers, and police. Members of 
unions are disproportionately older, male, 
and residents of the Northeast, the Mid-
west, and California. Union workers aver-
age 10-30% higher pay than non-union in 
the US, after controlling for individual, job, 
and labor market stability. It is interesting 
to note that under current Republican gov-
ernment control, employers do hold an up-
per-hand, as union rights are diminishing.

Although much smaller compared 
to their peak membership in the 1950s, 
American unions remain a political fac-
tor, both through mobilization of their own 
memberships and through coalitions with 
like-minded activist organizations around 

issues such as immigrant rights, 
trade policy, health care, and liv-
ing wage campaigns. Of special 
concern are efforts by cities and 
states to reduce the pension ob-
ligations owed to unionized work-
ers who retire in the future. Re-
publicans, elected with Tea Party 
support in 2010, have launched 
major efforts against public sec-
tor unions in due part to state 

government pension obligations, along 
with the allegation that the unions are too 
powerful. Also interesting to note, states 
with higher levels of union membership 
tend to have higher median incomes and 
higher standards of living. Many schol-
ars, along with the International Monetary 
Fund, attribute rising income inequality in 
the US to the decline of the labor move-
ment and union membership.

Just a few weeks away from mid-term 
elections, writing about la-
bor unions feels very time-
ly. While not as prevalent 
in the past, labor unions 
fight to keep Americans 
in line with cost of living 
adjustments, to provide 
families with affordable 
healthcare, and to pro-
vide a safe work envi-
ronment. Tax cuts were 
supposed to increase 
take-home pay; so 

called, “Trump-care” was to en-
sure affordable healthcare to American 
workers. Such policies were supposed to 
undercut the case for labor unions, but you 
can judge for yourself the results. It’s time 
for us to weigh in and determine our path 
by voting on November 6th, and time to 
remember that when America was “great,” 
labor unions had a more prominent role in 
our society. t

... and other 
good things 

brought to 
you by labor 

unions
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at the Clifton Pleasure Club (2803 Grindon 
Avenue). 

I have always had a lot of respect for 
the hardworking bootblacks in our commu-
nity. It is great that they seem to be getting 
more respect and that there are now more 
bootblack leather titles each year. It real-
ly is a skill. Did you ever wish you knew 
more about bootblacking? An event called 
“Mid-Atlantic Boot Lab” is scheduled for 
Sunday, November 18th from 1 to 3 pm at 
the Baltimore Playhouse (3010 Washing-
ton Boulevard). Come out and meet some 
of our area’s best bootblacks and learn a 
little about this important craft. 

One November celebration that I al-
ways make a point to attend is the anniver-
sary weekend of the DC Eagle bar. Come 
join me over the weekend of November 
16th to 18th as Washington’s iconic leath-
er bar toasts 47 years! the 47th anniver-
sary weekend will also include the Mr. DC 
Eagle 2019 Contest on Saturday evening 
and the inaugural Ms. DC Eagle Contest. 
Details can be found on Facebook and at 
Dceagle.com. 

If it’s time for the DC Eagle anniversa-
ry that means that the holiday season is 
just around the corner. The holidays can 
be a roller coaster of emotions for many 
people. Schedule something enjoyable for 
yourself. Make plans to be at Paradise at 
the Empress Hotel in Asbury Park, New 
Jersey on Saturday, November 24th from 1 
to 6 pm for the 45th annual Santa Saturday 

presented by The Bucks, 
MC. This charitable show 
and auction will help you 
start your holiday season 
on a fun note. 

The ShipMates leath-
er club with celebrate 
their 45th anniversary in 
2019 and will be once 
again kicking off the hol-
iday season in Baltimore 
with their annual Daddy 
Christmas fundraiser 
scheduled for Saturday, 
December 1st at 10pm 

at The Loft at Grand Central. There will 
be dancing, a silent auction, pictures with 
Santa, and the popular raffle for a wag-
on of cheer. This year’s Daddy Christmas 
benefits Adullum Community Healthcare. 

The first Saturday of December brings 
the ShipMates’ Daddy Christmas and the 
second Saturday brings Baltimore’s leath-
er community’s other holiday tradition- the 
“12 Days of Christmas.” On Saturday, De-
cember 8th from noon to 6 pm come join 
me at the Conference Center at the Mar-
itime Institute as Hooker & boys presents 
the 20th annual “12 Days of Christmas- A 

Cos Play Kinda Christmas.” This extrava-
ganza of a show and huge silent auction 
is the must do holiday event. This year’s 
charities are: The Attic Youth Center, 
Mary’s House of Older Adults, the Balti-
more Transgender Alliance, and AIDS Ac-
tion Baltimore. General admission at the 
door is $20 or hurry and reserve a table on 
Facebook. 

Next up is Maryland Leather Weekend, 

I can’t believe that it is almost November 
and another year has just about come to 
an end. Here is a quick look at some re-
cent news in the leather community and a 
few events that you will want to attend be-
tween now and the end of the year. 

Two of my good friends have recent-
ly gone to the dogs – and I couldn’t be 
happier for them! Mr. Maryland Leather 
2016 Eli ONYX was sashed Mid-Atlantic 
Handler 2018 at the Mid-Atlantic Puppy 
and Handler Contest on May 19th at The 
Bike Stop. The title of Mid-Atlantic Puppy 
2018 went to Puppy Biff Skunk. Over the 
weekend of October 11th to 14th Mr. Fire 
Island Leather 2017 Gebbs Joe took home 
the title of Northeast Puppy Handler 2019 
at the fourth annual 
Northeast Puppy and 
Handler Contest held in 
New York City. Pup Sir-
ius was selected North-
east Puppy 2019. Pup 
play has really become 
a major subculture in 
the leather community, 
and on November 2nd, 
starting at 8 pm, Balti-
more Pup Night will be 
held at club 1722 (1722 
North Charles Street) 
with DJ UltraPup. Details 
and tickets may be found 
at Baltimore Pup Night on 
Facebook. 

I also need to congratulate another 
longtime friend. Ali Lopez a member of the 
Centaur MC was sashed International Mr. 
Leather Bear 2019 on Saturday, October 
6th at the contest held at the Lord Balti-
more Hotel. Another international leath-
er titleholder will be visiting Baltimore on 
Friday, October 26th when International 
Ms. Leather 2018 Girl Ang arrives thanks 
to FIST leather club. A dinner and dance 
will be held starting from 7 pm to midnight 

the Mr. Maryland Leather 2019 Contest, 
and the 30th anniversary of COMMAND, 
Mc scheduled for November 1st to 4th in 
Baltimore. For tickets and a full schedule 
of events visit Commandmc.org. 

The end of the year is near. Come out 
and make a few more memories before 
2018 is over. It is not too late to have some 
fun this year. Hope to see you out! t

Looking at The 
End

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

leaTher

international 
mr. leather 
Bear 2019
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993

227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850

Let's not forget to come out and see JOSIE
Baltimore's Best Bartender

Let's not forget to come out and see JOSIE
Baltimore's Best Bartender

•BEST PRICES IN TOWN
•KARAOKE SUNDAY  9 p.m.-12
•TUESDAY SHOW TUNES
  with Jayson 8 p.m.-10 p.m
•DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY 
  9 p.m. till the music stops

Join Us for our Halloween
Events and Specials

Join Us for our Halloween
Events and Specials
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Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems

Offers a safe, warm, and welcoming place for 
transgender men and women to meet for support 

and peer networking.
Our social group meets twice a month on

the 2nd and last Wednesdays, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Individual support is also available.

Program services focus on health and wellness, 
personal achievement, and community building.

All services are free!

For more information call Falina at 410-837-5573
AIDS ACTION Baltimore

10 E. Eager Street Baltimore, MD 21202
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALON

FINANCIAL

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Psychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 W. Lexington Street  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

 Grand Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649

• Wills & Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Advance Medical Directives
• Probate & Trust Administration
• Prenuptial Agreements 

Lee Carpenter, Esq.
Your LGBT Estate Planning Attorney

500 E. Pratt Street, Suite 900, Baltimore
(410) 332-8626 • Lee.Carpenter@saul.com

Be part of our 
Professional 

Service 
Directory.  For  

more information
Contact Mary at 

410-802-1310
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Dreams refl ected.
On X1, it’s pride all year, only with Xfi nity.℠ There’s power in seeing yourself on screen, and that’s why Xfi nity created a 

fi rst-of-its-kind community endorsed LGBTQ Film & TV Collection. With Xfi nity On Demand, you have access to thousands of 

TV shows and movies at home and on-the-go. Simply say, “LGBTQ” into the X1 Voice Remote to easily immerse yourself in an 

awesome, diverse collection of content that refl ects all of you. Simple. Easy. Awesome.

Find yourself at xfi nity.com/LGBTQ
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