
Buddhist practitioner. When the LGBTQ 
community came together in the wake of 
a number of murders of transwomen and 
formed an Advisory Council to reach 
out to city officials he was there, 
and he was the natural pick for 
State’s Attorney Marilyn Mos-
by to hire as Victim’s Advo-
cate early in her first term. 
Merrick spends his days 
helping victims of crime 
navigate the court system, 
providing emotional triage 
and testimony preparation, 
and also acting as the LGBTQ 
liaison to help other attorneys 
navigate when one of our commu-
nity is a victim of violence. In the job, he 

words as “odiferous” and “prickle.” Do 18 
year olds actually say such things?

Nonetheless, Killian is presented as a 
role model for gay youth and is a 
hero in all his adventures. 

As described in the previous 
novels in the series, Killian had 
to overcome his challenges grow-
ing up gay on Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore. His father rejected him 
and was ultimately taken in by 
a gay couple named Adam and 
Steve, no less. He witnessed a 
friend being murdered, and Killian 

had also been nearly murdered himself on 
several occasions as well as actually hav-
ing killed someone (in self-defense). He 
possesses Gifts in which he can be visited 
by the dead under certain circumstances – 
not something he welcomed and has had 
difficulty in controlling. 
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Baltimore gay 
writer’s latest 

mystery hits on 
themes Native 
American and 

universal

By Steve Charing
It took nearly a decade for Josh Aterovis’s 
fifth novel in the Killian Kendall mystery 
series to be published but it was worth the 
wait. Three publishers in a row went out of 
business, leading to the delay in the next 
installment in the young-adult mystery/
paranormal genres that feature the gay 
teenage private investigator Killian Kend-
all. 

Aterovis’s third book, All Lost Things, 
was a 2010 Lambda Award finalist for 
Best Mystery. MLR Press, an independent 
LGBT publisher, expressed interest in the 
acclaimed series, which is back in print 
with updated editions, setting the stage for 
the fifth book’s arrival.

With A Change in Worlds: A Killian 
Kendall Mystery (MLr Press $8.99) 

Aterovis continues 
his mastery of sto-
rytelling, scene-set-
ting, character 
development and 
detail. The book 

has a fast pace and commands your atten-
tion with a host of dramatic sequences and 
a bit of humor thrown into the mix. 

Gorgeously written, 
there are passages in which 
the prose is near poetic. 
Eighteen year-old Killian 
Kendall describes the ac-
tion in the first person and 
elicits likeability so there 
is no choice but to root for 
him, as was the case in the 
previous novels.

It is difficult to fathom, 
however, that the central character is in-
deed a teenager. His knowledge of an-
tiques, décor, criminal analysis, investiga-
tive techniques, and other areas is such 
that one would expect from someone twice 
his age or older. His wisdom is well beyond 
his years. And even his vocabulary is more 
akin to an older person when using such 

covered, then you have access to their tal-
ent …”

It is vintage Merrick to be determined 
to bring his community up with him, to be 
an example for others. This had been his 

way ever since he returned 
to Baltimore from New York 
in 2001. At that point he was 
following a romance. The 
relationship didn’t work out, 
but Baltimore did – providing 
the ever-expanding space 

“for me to be myself.” He went through 
a progression of jobs strengthening his 
portfolio as an environmental and commu-
nity advocate, and he was also ordained 
as a Reverend in 2004 in a Catholic or-
der, although he is also self-trained as a 

credits his Buddhist tools of compassion 
and authenticity with helping him to sit with 
people who have undergone traumatic ex-
periences.

While advancing professionally, Mer-
rick had always struggled to nav-

igate his identity, eventually 
identifying himself as 

gender-nonconforming 
in his 30s. To steady 
himself he used 
meditation and his 
contemplative re-
ligious practice to 
cultivate a relation-
ship with God, and 

the divinity within. In 
2011, a friend studying 

to be a social worker 
asked him to take part in 

—continued on page 20

 A profile of 
Merrick Moses, 

part 2 

DeaD but not Powerless

Josh aterovis’s A 
Change of Worlds, 

in which gay teenage 
private investigator 

Killian Kendall is 
visited by the dead

Living His Most Authentic Life
“First and foremost, the foundation of 

my life is my vocation. I’m very clear that 
I was born to be the priest that I am – it 

centers me, and I often have to go back to 
that. As a priest/activist: how do I culti-

vate my humanity and help others do the 
same? That anchors me.” – Rev. MeRRick 

Moses
By Sage PiPer 
Last week, the Baltimore City 
Board of Estimates made 
history when they lifted the 
health-insurance exclusion 
which had denied coverage for 
gender confirmation surgery 
for city employees. And it was 
Rev. Merrick Moses leading the way with 
his claim– he’s a victim’s advocate for the 
State’s Attorney Office. As celebrations 
were under way Merrick was focused, as 
always, on the bigger picture, knowing that 
the case extends way beyond himself: “It is 
huge,” he says, “It opens up a whole talent 
pool, because if people know that they’re 

—continued on page 11

Of many 
hats – 

Merrick 
Moses
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Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

newS // LOCAL newS // LOCAL 

2019 King & Queen 
of Pride Contest

On September 1st, Baltimore’s King and-
Queen of Pride 2019 contest will be held 
at the Motor House (120 West North Ave-
nue, Baltimore) from 2 to 6 pm Doors open 
at 1 pm The event will honor 2018’s King 
and Queen Chris Jay and Sapphire Bleu 
and will feature a cast of former Kings and 
Queens of Pride.

The King and Queen of Pride titles are 
open to everyone without regard for their 
gender identity. Everyone is free to choose 
whichever title they want to compete for. 

Applications are now being accepted. You 
must be at least 21 to compete. Contest 
categories are “pride wear,” “on-stage 
question,” “on stage interview,” and “talent.”

Contest winners will receive a sash, 
plaque, guest performance duet at the 
20th annual “12 Days of Christmas” event, 
a photo shoot, ride in the GLCCB car in the 
2019 Baltimore Pride parade, main-stage 
performances at the 2019 Pride Block Par-
ty, as well as hosting, emcee, and perfor-
mance slots on the Lady Lisa Drag Stage, 
a cash prize (half provided when the con-
testant wins, half when stepping down), 
free admission and performance slots at 
the 2020 Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman and 
Leather Woman Boot Black Contests, and 
sewing for one outfit by Jazmen Marx Di-
amond (contestant supplies the material).

The event is sponsored by The Mo-
tor House, baltimore ouTloud, Evil Twin 
Productions, 2019 Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Woman, and Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman 
Boot Black Contests, Hooker & Boys, Pet-
3Graphics, and Chris Jay Photo.

Tickets are $5 and seating is limited, 
so advance purchase is advised. Tickets 
are available at Bit.ly/2MpuXOu. For more 
info, visit Bit.ly/2OyePHA. t

Baltimore: Gender-
Reassignment Now 

Covered
Baltimore City has voted to update its em-
ployee benefits plan to provide health care 
coverage to include gender-reassignment 

surgery in the city’s self-insured health plans. 
Up until today, the city’s health insur-

ance excluded such surgery from cover-
age, discrimination targeted by Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act as well as the Fairness 
for All Marylanders Act. The federal Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission re-
cently found that there was reasonable 
cause to believe that the State of Alaska 
had violated Title VII by excluding gen-
der-reassignment surgery from its employ-
ee health plan.

FreeState Justice brought this matter 
to the city’s attention when its client Rev. 
Merrick Moses, LGBTQ liaison for Balti-
more’s state’s attorney’s office, was de-
nied transition-related healthcare under 
the city’s health insurance plan. 

Members of the transgender commu-
nity – and transgender rights activists, 
including Merrick and FreeState Justice 
staffers, were in attendance for the city’s 
historic vote.

FreeState Managing Attorney Jennifer 
Kent said, “I’m pleased that the city did the 
right thing here. We will continue to fight 
alongside employees who are transgender 
to ensure that all Marylanders are treated 
equally in their health insurance cover-
age.” 

Said Merrick, “This issue is about fair-
ness. Baltimore’s transgender employees 
should be treated fairly and with digni-
ty, including in health insurance matters. 
These gender confirmation surgeries are 
not cosmetic procedures. These matters 
are medically necessary procedures for 
the well-being of gender diverse persons. 
Baltimore city employees, who happen 
to be transgender, should be able to get 
the health care they need to live their best 
lives. We are very happy that Mayor Pugh 
has taken a stand against transgender dis-
crimination in health care. Our community 
just wants to be treated with fairness, dig-
nity, and respect.” t 

Hot, Wet Summer 
Burleoke

Bunns of Steele present its latest in-
stallment of “Burleoke” on August 18th, 
from 9 to 11:15 pm at The Crown (1910 
North Charles Street, Baltimore). What’s 
“Burleoke”? It’s as if “burlesque and kara-
oke had a game-show baby you want to 
coo over!” Join the fun for nearly-naked 
shenanigans with host Tommy Gunn. This 
month’s singers include Spunkyy Brew-
ster, Jessy Lucente, Kimani Feaster, Elle 
Why, and Erika Thomas (who will be paired 
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New Wave 
Singers: New 

Director, Auditions 
After nine years, New Wave Singers’ ar-
tistic director, Adam Koch, is leaving to 
pursue graduate studies in organ at Vir-
ginia’s Shenandoah Conservatory. Step-
ping up to fill his shoes is Timothy Gillham, 
who received training at the University of 
Central Arkansas, and attended Old Do-

minion University and Virginia Polytechnic 
for post-graduate work in conducting. He 
has taught chorus and band in public and 
private schools in Arkansas, Texas, and 
Virginia and performed for Queen Eliza-
beth’s appearance at Jamestown’s 400th 
anniversary. Care to join an ensemble that 
celebrates the “power of music to unite 
communities, change lives, and heal the 
body and spirit”? Fall 2018 new member 
auditions are set for

• August 21st: 7:30 to 8 pm
• August 28th: 6 to 6:45 pm
• September 4th: 6 to 6:45 pm
For more info, browse to Newwavesing-

ers.org. t

Trans Self-Care
Day, August 18th

Baltimore Free Farm (3510 Ash Street, 
Baltimore) will host a free Trans Self Care 
Day on August 18th 4 to 9:30 pm. Get a 
makeover, mud mask facials, or a free mas-
sage. Join in a 
sharing circle, 
and enjoy free 
coffee provid-
ed by Chuck’s 
Trading Post. 
Donation-based 
haircuts will be 
available by Jennipur Lane from Crafted. 
For more info email tarryn@baltimore-
freefarm.org or visit Bit.ly/2vGB07N. t

with dancers Faith Grenade, Bitesize Aria, 
and Miss China Doll). Tickets are $10 at 
the door. For more info, browse to Bit.
ly/2MKBpfY. t

Game Night! ‘All 
Hands on Deck!’ 

Edition
Star Track will host their monthly game 
night on August 28th from 6 to 9 pm at 
120 Penn Street, Baltimore. youth and 
young adults ages 12 to 26 are invited to 
join in for board games, spades, Uno, and 

more. Enjoy a trip down memory land with 
a few childhood games that you’re sure to 
enjoy. As always, there’s a gaming chal-
lenge where you can establish yourself 
as the Game Night Champion! The event 
is free, and includes free food, resources, 
and testing. For more info, visit Bit.ly/2M-
hGIY3. t

LGBTQ Bar 
Association 

Networking Happy 
Hour

The LGBTQ Bar Association of Maryland 
will host a “Fall Kick-Off Networking Happy 
Hour” on August 30th at the West Madison 
Craft Beer Bar (311 West Madison Street, 
Baltimore). Join in to kick off the new 
membership year for the group. If you’re a 
lawyer, judge, law student, activist, ally, or 
interested in the pursuit of equality in the 
law, consider yourself welcome. For more 
info, visit Bit.ly/2MhvK4E. t

newS // LOCAL

Lunch Patrols First 
Anniversary Event

On August 26th 
at 1 pm, Lunch 
Patrol, hosted 
by B & Dee’s 
Baltimore Love, 
marks the first 
anniversary of 
the monthly pro-
gram. The event 
takes place at 
St. Mark’s Institu-
tional Baptist Church (655 Bentalou Street, 
Baltimore) and involves distributing brown-
bag lunches to homeless people in the 
area. For more info, visit Bit.ly/2nzIEfv. t

Miss Rowan Tree 
2018 Pageant

The Miss Rowan Tree 2018 Pageant is 
set for August 26th, from 8 pm to mid-
night at The 
Rowan Tree 
(1633 South 
Charles Street, 
Baltimore). Bid 
farewell to the 
reigning Miss 
Rowan Tree, 
Anita Minett, and 
crown her suc-
cessor. The con-
test categories 
include “elemental creative wear, “gown,” 
”on-stage question,” and “talent.” for more 
info, visit Bit.ly/2vITZhR. t

tough act 
to follow! – 

reigning Miss 
Rowan Tree, 
Anita Minett

HRC Report Says 
Kavanaugh a Threat 
to LGBT Americans

washington, DC – The Human Rights 
Campaign (HRC), has released a compre-
hensive report on how Brett Kavanaugh’s 
nomination to the US Supreme Court poses a 
serious threat to LGBTQ people. The HRC is 
urging the Senate Judiciary Committee not to 
advance Kavanaugh’s nomination without a 
full review of his record and time in the White 
House and urging the full Senate to reject his 
nomination on the basis of his anti-LGBTQ 
record and other concerning decisions.

Kavanaugh has a troublingly lengthy far-
right pedigree, and he was handpicked by 
anti-LGBTQ, anti-choice groups in an explicit 
effort to undermine equality. His record in-
cludes decisions that will undermine LGBTQ 
equality, reproductive freedom, and vital 
access to affordable health care. His most 
vocal supporters recognize this opportunity 
and have not been shy to applaud Trump’s 

choice; these supporters including the Na-
tional Rifle Association, Breitbart News, Fo-
cus on the Family, the National Organization 
for Marriage, and the National Right to Life 
Committee. 

“Trump’s recent nomination of Judge 
Brett M. Kavanaugh to the US Supreme 
Court is a direct threat to the constitution-
al rights of everyday Americans and for the 
LGBTQ community in particular,’ said HRC 
Legal Director Sarah Warbelow. “This nom-
ination threatens to erode our nation’s civil 
rights laws, block transgender troops from 
bravely serving this nation, and issue a li-
cense to discriminate against LGBTQ people 
in every aspect of American life. If confirmed, 
Kavanaugh will undoubtedly bring a danger-
ous brand of ideological partisanship that 
has no place on the court.” A thorough review 
of Kavanaugh’s record on LGBTQ issues, 
during his time at the White House in particu-
lar, will be crucial to the nomination process. 
The Human Rights Campaign stands with 
coalition partners in demanding the release 
of all records pertaining to Brett Kavanaugh’s 
long career in government and a fully trans-
parent confirmation process deserving of the 
consideration of the American people. t t

 // NATIONAL
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Same-day-start prescriptions are available at Chase Brexton Health Care. 
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These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of BaltiMoRe oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

centers – particularly smaller centers – is 
an effective way to support LGBT people 
across the United States.” 

Key findings from the report include: 
The 113 centers that reported 2017 rev-
enue data have combined revenue of 
$226.7 million. Nearly half (47%) of all 
participating centers reported obtaining at 
least one government grant (local, state, 
or federal) of over $10,000 in 2017. Partic-
ipating centers employ nearly 2,000 paid 
staff and engage with more than 14,000 
volunteers for nearly half a million volun-
teer hours annually. “Data can tell a unique 
story, and it can help strengthen our com-
munity’s collective impact,” said Lora 
Tucker, head of CenterLink. “My hope is 
that this survey can make a difference as 
we work at the grassroots level to ensure 
that all LGBTQ people have the opportuni-
ty to live happy and healthy lives in com-
munities that honor and support their full 
participation.” To read the full report, visit 
Lgbtmap.org/2018-lgbt-community-cen-
ter-survey-report. (centerLink at Lgbtcen-
ters.org and the movement Advancement 
Project at Lgbtmap.org.)

Pennsylvania 
gov forms 
commission on 
LGBTQ atffairs

harrisburg, Pennsylvania – Gov. Tom 
Wolf signed an executive order August 6th 
to form the Pennsylvania Commission on 
LGBTQ Affairs, the only one of its kind in 
the US. “The creation of the commission 
on LGBTQ Affairs is one step of many we 
have taken to ensure obstacles are re-
moved for anyone who is facing an unfair 
disadvantage based on sexual orientation, 
gender identity and expression,” Wolf said 
in a press statement. The commission will 

“help coordinate and drive statewide equal-
ity efforts,” he added. 

The commission is comprised of ex-
ecutive director Todd Snovel, formerly an 
assistant dean of Lebanon Valley College, 
and 40 commissioners. Nominees from 
Philadelphia include among others William 
Way LBGT Community Center director 
Chris Bartlett and Philadelphia attorney 
Henry Sias. “When I was a kid, I couldn’t 
have dreamed that I would be able to be 
myself and stand up for the intrinsic hu-
manity and rights of people like me, from 
within the government,” said Sias, a trans 

BeyOnD the BeLtway

man. “This commission is going to change 
lives.” Bartlett echoed other commission-
ers’ sentiments. “I’m honored to serve 
alongside such a diverse group of Penn-
sylvanians from around the state who are 
committed to working with Gov. Wolf to 
address the pressing needs of our LGBTQ 
communities statewide – including trans 
equity, LGBT economic justice and civil 
rights for all,” he said. “We need this kind 
of statewide organizing now more than 
ever.” 

While the commission is the only one 
of its kind nationwide, it is not Pennsyl-
vania’s first. In 1976, Gov. Milton Shapp 
formed the Council for Sexual Minorities, 
which looked at ways to implement nondis-
crimination legislation and laws to support 
LGBTQ students. Members also discussed 
same-sex marriage, which would not be le-
gal in Pennsylvania until 2014. The council 
formed out of a meeting Shapp had with 
PGN publisher Mark Segal and Harry 
Langhorne, the paper’s political reporter, 
in its early days. Shapp “was way ahead 
of his time,” Segal said. Shapp also issued 
an executive order banning employment 
discrimination based on sexual orientation 

– the first enacted in Pennsylvania. And he 
issued a statewide gay Pride resolution. 
(Philadelphia Gay News – Kristen demilio 
at epgn.com/news/breaking-news/13644-
wolf-announces-first-statewide-lgbtq-com-
mission-in-u-s)

Era ending with 
San Francisco’s 
last male strip 
club closing

San Francisco – The last remaining 
male strip club in San Francisco plans 
to host its last night of entertainment on 
Sunday, August 19th. Nob Hill Theatre is 
among just a handful of increasingly rare 
adult male entertainment venues across 
the country. San Francisco used to have 
a second, the Tea Room, which closed two 
years ago after 35 years of operation. 

Nob Hill has been in operation for 50 
years, and now its owners want to settle 

down. Proprietors Larry Hoover, 65, and 
Gary Luce, 63, will retire to Palm Springs. 
The owner of the building does not plan to 
continue using it as an adult entertainment 
venue. The San Francisco adult venue has 
been described as a “gay relic teetering on 
the edge of extinction.” It includes a 50-
seat theatre, 20 video booths, two private 
rooms for dancers and clients, and a pri-
vate pole-dance lounge. 

Relatively few adult male entertain-
ment venues still operate in the US, or 
even in Canada. One of the nation’s most 
well-known is Atlanta’s Swinging Richards. 
Other well-known and popular clubs in-
clude Montreal’s Taboo, known for its twink 
dancers, and Lucky Horseshoe Lounge in 
Chicago’s Boystown. Charlotte’s Chasers 
used to include nearly nude dancers and 
strippers. The club’s dancers even per-
formed lap dances and private dances. But 
in 1994, new City of Charlotte zoning rules 
were written in such a way that Chasers 
could not continue its adult entertainment 
model. After losing a lawsuit, Chasers 
transitioned to more fully clothed go-go 
dancers and added drag entertainment to 
its line-up. (Q Notes online – matt com-
er at Goqnotes.com/60812/san-frans-last-
male-strip-club-to-close-in-august) [ed 

Note: baltimore’s legendary club Atlantis 
closed in 2004 after nearly a quarter cen-
tury when its owner, John rock, decided to 
retire. efforts to replace it have sadly failed 
leaving a huge hole in the queer cultural 
fabric of the city. – Jb] 

LGBT 
community 
centers in US 
serve thousands 
every week

Fort Lauderdale – For many LGBT 
people, LGBT community centers are 
a critical and sometimes the only local 
source of targeted social, educational, 
and health services. According to the new 

“2018 LGbT community center Survey re-
port,” from the LGbT movement Advance-
ment Project, these centers are often 
understaffed, underfunded, and under re-
sourced, yet they serve more than 40,000 
people each week and provide targeted 
referrals to nearly 5,500 people. Survey-
ing 128 centers located in 40 states, the 
District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, the 
sixth edition of the report provides a cru-
cial snapshot of the centers that provide 
vital services, programs, and advocacy for 
LGBT people. 

The report found that the 113 centers 
that reported 2017 data have combined 
revenue of $226.7 million, with both large 

and small centers reporting an increase 
over the previous year. However, the re-
port also found centers faced significant 
challenges, such as a lack of resources 
and paid staff – particularly among small-
er facilities. “LGBT community centers are 
incredibly resilient. Not only do these cen-
ters provide critical direct services despite 
a daunting lack of resources, they are also 
active advocates on behalf of their mem-
bers,” said Naomi Goldberg, MAP Policy 
Director. “Investing in LGBT community 

compiled by Jim becker

—continued on page 10

Soon a blast from the past

gov. tom wolfe



BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD    AUGUST 17, 2018 •  bALTImoreouTLoud.com  t  7 

GILEAD and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc. 
© 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. UNBC4619  06/17

TAKE THE LEAD

Take an active role in your health.
Ask your doctor if an HIV medicine made by Gilead is right for you.

onepillchoices.com

UNBC4619_B_LEAD_9-875x9-6_Blue_BaltimoreOutLoud_p1.indd   1 10/3/17   10:34 AM



8 t  BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD      AUGUST 17, 2018 •  bALTImoreouTLoud.com

Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
By Jennifer Eden

Wraparound is unique from ser-
vice delivery, in that it provides a 
comprehensive, holistic way of 
providing care. Wraparound puts 
the individual at the center. With 

support from a GLCCB Peer Nav-
igator, the individual’s ideas and 
perspectives about what they 
need and what will be helpful drive 
all of the work in Wraparound.

The individual takes the lead 

in deciding the vision and goals 
of their care plan, and in devel-
oping creative and individualized 
services and supports that will 
help them achieve the goals and 
vision. They work with their Peer 
Navigator to put the plan into ac-
tion, monitor how well it’s working, 
and change it as needed.

The National Wraparound Ini-
tiative and the National Wrap-
around Implementation Center 
(NWIC) have developed a variety 
of resources designed to help in-
dividuals, families, researchers, 
practitioners and policy makers 
understand Wraparound.

Wraparound – before it was 
even called Wraparound – got 
started several decades ago as a 
response to what was not working 
well for children and youth with 
serious mental health or behav-
ioral challenges. At that time, the 
kinds of services and supports 
that children needed were often 
simply not available in their com-
munities. And as for the services 
that were available, they were of-
ten focused on what the systems 
or providers wanted children to 
do, and not focused on what chil-
dren and families needed in order 
to thrive. This meant that children 
and families would be involved 
with multiple systems and provid-
ers, with each one developing a 
separate plan telling the child and 
family what to do. 

Not surprisingly, outcomes 
from this situation were not good. 
Many children ended up placed 

in residential treatment far away 
from their families and commu-
nities, often for very long periods 
of time. After being out of home, 
it was hard for children to come 
back and do well in their home 
communities and schools.

Now, Wraparound programs 
are able to keep individuals in 
their communities, producing 
overall better outcomes. There is 
now strong evidence that, when 
Wraparound service plans are 
well-executed, people with com-
plex needs are more likely to be 
able to thrive in their own commu-
nities.

People in Wraparound care 
tend to have better outcomes than 
individuals with similar needs who 
don’t receive Wraparound ser-
vices across different areas of 
their lives including HIV preven-
tion. 

The GLCCB has adopted a 
Wraparound-inspired approach to 
ensure that individuals vulnerable 
to HIV are treated as a whole per-
son. We seek to address the men-
tal health, housing, and employ-
ment needs of those most at risk. 
We recognize the importance of 
meeting the needs of our commu-
nity and the leverage we hold in 
ending this epidemic. Through the 
Wraparound approach to care, we 
can truly make a difference. 

Source: https://nwi.pdx.edu/
wraparound-basics/#whatisWrap-
around

Wrap It Up – Our Approach to Care
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THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

Events Calendar: August 2018
Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays

08/19
-11:00am
Narcotics Anonymous
-3:30pm 
Gentle Mindful Yoga 

08/26
-11:00am
Narcotics Anonymous
-3:30pm 
Gentle Mindful Yoga 

08/20
-11:00am 
Elder Circle Coffee Date
-5:00pm 
Oh So Divine Modeling 
and Dance Troupe

08/27
-1:00pm
Helping Hands Clothing 
Closet
-2:30pm
Staff Meeting
-5:00pm
Oh So Divine Modeling 
and Dance Troupe

08/21
-4:00pm
Zen Art Therapy
-7:30pm
SILhouette

08/28
-3:00pm
GLSEN Back to School 
Supply Extravaganza
-4:00pm
Zen Art Therapy
-6:30pm
New Volunteer Orientation

08/22
-4:30pm
FreeState Justice Legal 
Clinic
-6:30pm
Vogue Practice with STAR 
TRACK  HIV Testing
-6:45pm 
The Mankind Project
-7:00pm 
SCA 

08/29
-6:00pm
Ask A Physical Therapist
-6:30pm
HIV/STI Testing
-6:45pm
The Mankind Project 
-7:00pm
SCA 

08/23
-5:00pm 
Meet Cause  
Dance Fitness
-7:00pm
Sistahs of Pride

08/30 

08/17

-6:30pm 
Crystal Meth Anonymous 

08/24
-6:30pm
•Breaking Bread Project
•Crystal Meth Anonymous
-7:00pm
Marijuana Anonymous

08/31
-6:30pm
Crystal Meth Anonymous
-7:00pm
Marijuana Anonymous

08/18
11:00am 
Rainbow Families Potluck
6:00pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous

08/25
-6:00pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous

09/01

It starts at the first floor with the 
display rack in the lobby hold-
ing the recent OutLoud.  Walk-
ing to the elevator will reveal the 
whiteboard of the day’s current 
programs. When a community 
member walks off the elevator or 
reaches the threshold on the third 
floor, the GLCCB experience be-
gins. With the array of LGBTQIA 
magazines and flyers on HIV 
Prep, the average visitor is greet-
ed by the offering of materials 
catering to their culture and con-
cerns. This array of newsprint and 
high gloss materials won’t hold 
the sway from the glass doors 
leading to our peer navigators or 
the program that brought them to 
the 2530 N. Charles St.

Yet the pale blue walls of our 
hallways have been hauntingly 
bare since Pride. The last artist to 

surround our community with their 
intimate portraits, canvases full of 
oil paints and collection of mixed 
media has moved their collection 
to another gallery. The flags of our 
community are great to showcase 
our pride and talking points on our 
journey to acknowledgment and 
acceptance, the GLCCB knows 
our community is so much more 
than a 3 by 5 foot series of stripes.

It is a service in meeting the 
needs of our community from 
the heart out. The opportunity to 
show one’s work as a LGBTQIA 
artist tends to be restrictive when 
opportunities arise. The Center 
strives to ease that search for our 
artists. To be considered, please 
email info@glccb.org with your 
name, medium and a link to your 
work. 

Display your art at 
the GLCCB!
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Lambda Legal 
head resigns; 
union seeks a 
fresh start

Dallas – After just two years on the job, 
Lambda Legal CEO Rachel Tiven resigned 
on August 3rd. The official statement from the 
organization said she resigned to work on the 
2018 midterm elections. She said she was 
hired to make big changes in the organization 
and is proud of what she accomplished. “Ulti-
mately, though, with Justice Kennedy’s retire-
ment and Brett Kavanaugh’s nomination, so 
much of what Lambda is fighting for rests on 
what happens in Congress,” she wrote. “I’ll 
be joining the Leadership Now Project, and 
spending the next crucial months helping 
save our democracy at the ballot box.”

However, Lambda Unites, the Lamb-
da Legal employees’ union, formed when 
healthcare and retirement benefits were cut, 

issued its own state-
ment. It called for a fresh 
start. “We have been in 
the process of working 
on a union contract for 
five months now, and 
Lambda Legal manage-
ment’s actions have fre-
quently indicated to us 
that they have not been 
as invested in quickly 
coming to an agreement 
as we are,” union repre-

sentatives wrote in its statement. 
Locally, longtime senior staff attorney 

Ken Upton resigned from the organization 
as well. He announced his resignation be-
fore the announcement of Tiven’s departure. 
Since Tiven became CEO, more than 50 staff 
members have left Lambda Legal. (dallas 
Voice – david Taffet at dallasvoice.com/lamb-
da-legal-ceo-resigns-10256654.html)

Body-snatching 
fungi give rise 
to sex-crazed 
cicadas

Morgantown, west virginia – The 
UK’s daily mail reports that researchers 
have determined that insects can suffer 
from a bad trip, too. Scientists investigat-
ing parasitic fungi that target cicadas have 

discovered traces of psychoactive chem-
icals in the infected insects, including an 
amphetamine and psilocybin, the potent 
compound found in hallucinogenic mush-
rooms. The infection leads to a horrifying 
outcome for the host; after the fungus takes 
root inside the body, cicadas begin to show 
‘hypersexual’ behaviors, causing males to 
attempt to mate with females and other 
males alike. Eventually, the spores burst 
through the infected insect’s abdomen, rip-
ping its genitals off in the process – and, the 

cicadas continue trying to mate afterwards.
The new study led by researchers at 

West Virginia University investigated fungal 
pathogens in the genus Massospora, which 
can be found in both periodical and annual 
cicadas. Previous studies have made note 
of the bizarre sexual behaviors that result 
from the body-snatching fungus, revealing 
how it causes males to flick their wings like 
a female would to lure in other males. By 
causing the cicadas to mate with both sex-
es, the fungus can spread its spores more 
widely.

In the new study, scientists have pin-
pointed some of the chemicals that could be 
contributing to the infected cicadas’ activity. 
The researchers analyzed the fungal ‘plugs’ 
that sprout from the abdomens of infected 
cicadas, and found psychoactive plant and 
mushroom alkaloids. Among the periodi-
cal cicadas infected with the fungus, they 
found the plant amphetamine, cathinone. 
And in the annual cicadas, they found the 
mushroom tryptamine, psilocybin. These 
compounds could boost the cicadas’ endur-
ance and suppress their feeding, allowing 
them to continue spreading spores even as 
their body deteriorates. As the researchers 
note, the infected cicadas appear to contin-
ue on mating and flying as they would nor-
mally, despite their condition. But ultimately, 
the insects die after being hijacked by the 
fungus.

(daily mail – cheyenne macdon-
ald at dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/
ar t i c le -5997133/body-snatch ing- fun-
gi-rise-sex-crazed-cicadas-contain-com-
pounds-hallucinogenic-drugs.html)

Gay man 
running for 
Texas Supreme 
Court

Dallas – Steve Kirkland, a judge of 
the 334th Civil Court in Houston. who also 
teaches communication law and ethics 
at University of Houston, said if he wins 
his race for the Texas Supreme Court, it 
would be as part of a blue wave. But would 
a lone Democrat on what’s now an all-Re-
publican court make a difference? He said 
that if he wins, it is likely that two other 
Democrats running for seats on the court 
will too – and those three judges together 
would certainly make an impact. 

Kirkland is the first out gay man to run 
for Texas Supreme Court and was the third 
openly gay judge in Texas, having been 
first elected in 2000. (The first was Judge 
Jerry Birdwell, appointed by then-Gov. Ann 
Richards to Dallas County’s 195th Judicial 
District Court in 1992. Houston Municipal 
Court Judge John Paul Barnich was ap-

pointed by Houston 
Mayor Lee Brown 
in 1999). Along with 
gubernatorial can-
didate Lupe Valdez, 
Kirkland is one of 
the first two open-
ly-gay statewide 
candidates in Texas.

He said he has 
a checklist of issues 
he touches on when 
he speaks, mostly 

criticizing Texas Republicans for their hy-
pocrisy in saying they favor local control 
but then trying to take that local control 
away on nearly every issue. He gave some 
examples of such decisions by the all-Re-
publican state supreme court: Laredo had 
a plastic bag ban in place; the Texas Su-
preme Court voted to take it away. Then 
the court limited Houston’s land-use ordi-
nance, again taking away local control. In 
another Houston case, the state high court 
ruled against the right of Houston city 
employees who have same-sex spouses 
to receive equal benefits as opposite-sex 
couples. “I got pissed enough to run for the 
Supreme Court,” Kirkland said. “The court 
keeps making me mad. It impacts the lives 
of real people in a negative way.” (dallas 
Voice – david Taffet at dallasvoice.com/
out-gay-man-running-for-texas-supreme-
court-10256707.html)

Justice 
Ginsburg: 25 
years supporting 
LGBTQ people, 
others

washington, DC – On August 10th, 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg celebrat-
ed 25 years as a Supreme Court Justice. 
President Bill Clinton appointed her to the 
position, making her the second female 
justice. Since assuming the role, Gins-
burg – fondly called “The Notorious RBG” 
by admirers – has staunchly fought for civil 
rights, equality, and more.

Ginsburg has long been a vocal sup-
porter of marriage equality. Prior to the 
obergefell decision making marriage 
equality legal across the land, Ginsburg 
was determined that the country was ready 
for it. Then, when the Supreme Court be-
gan hearing arguments for obergefell, 
Ginsburg shut down every single one ar-
guing against same-sex marriage. Not only 
does Ginsburg consistently support mar-
riage equality constitutionally, but she also 
shows her support in practice. She has 
performed numerous gay weddings, as 
well as officiating a gay US ambassador’s 
vow renewals.

Most recently, Ginsberg penned a 
scathing dissent in the Masterpiece Cake-
shop case, which narrowly found for a bak-
er who refused to make a wedding cake 
for a gay couple writing: “When a couple 
contacts a bakery for a wedding cake, the 
product they are seeking is a cake cele-
brating their wedding ― not a cake cele-
brating heterosexual weddings or same-
sex weddings ― and that is the service 
[the couple] were denied.” 

She supported a 1996 decision that 
LGB people are a constitutionally-protect-
ed class. She joined the opinion in 2003 
that finally saw the legalization of same-
sex sexual activity nationwide in the US 
with Lawrence v. Texas. In boy Scouts 
of America v. dale, a 2000 case, in which 
the majority determined the Boy Scouts of 
American can exclude gay members under 
the constitutional right of freedom of asso-
ciation, Ginsburg joined Justice Stevens’s 
dissent. 

Of course, now the Boy Scouts allow 
both gay and trans members. t (Gay Star 
News – Anya crittenton at Gaystarnews.
com/article/7-ways-ruth-bader-ginsburg-
fought/#gs.owrVkew)

BeyOnD the BeLtway

rachel tiven – 
Going to Outsville

Fungus bugs him out

Judge Steve Kirkland

—continued from page 6
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a project, voicing out loud that he thought 
Merrick was transgender. His initial reac-
tion was fierce and dramatic: “I cussed him 
from stem to stern!” After contemplation, 
however, he decided to go to gender-based 
therapy, and in 2014 he started at Chase 
Brexton – intending to give it try for three 
months and stop at any time if he didn’t 
like it. Instead it totally changed his life 
and led to his transition: “I had just turned 

40, but I felt like I was 18 again. I felt like 
I had a second chance on life, that I had 
prolonged my life. There was point in my 
vision. I didn’t see myself as an older wom-
an, I just couldn’t see it and I didn’t know 
why. When I 
transitioned I 
began to really 
live the life that 
I wanted to live 
the whole time. 
It was an amaz-
ing constant 
evolution. What 
I realize through 
my spiritual prac-
tice I had made 
the commitment 
to myself to not 
just find my true 
self but to live the 
most authentic life 
I could. The uni-
verse answered 
my prayers. So 
much that I had 
asked for came to 
pass.”

Merrick credits 
his growth, devel-
opment, and suc-
cessful transition 
in large part to the 
circle of mentors, 
in faith and in work, 
with which he surrounds himself. They 
have helped him discover how to navigate 
the different spaces in life, how to real-
ize that he doesn’t have all the answers, 
and it’s okay to ask questions. “Because 
I come from a place where you ask the 

wrong question you could be dead, on the 
streets it’s a weakness – and in my Roman 
Catholic training you don’t ask – you just 
believe what they tell you.”

Merrick recently became the new pres-
ident of the GLCCB board, a role he takes 
very seriously, as it is the 
place where he first found 
community. His goal is to 
strengthen the GLCCB 
to be a center for all of 
Maryland, a place to which 
people can come and get 
strength and hope for their 
journey moving forward. 
“I’m very convinced that 
this is a place where peo-
ple’s lives have been saved, because it 
has saved mine. It’s a place of great chal-
lenge but great hope as well. We’re in the 
midst of reorganization and positioning 
ourselves to be people-centered for the 
power and uplifting of our community.” The 
third oldest in the country, 

Merrick is proud 
that 40 years 
ago Maryland 
showed one 
and all there 
could be such 
a community 
center south 
of the Ma-
s o n - D i x o n 
line.

This June 
saw another 
s u c c e s s f u l 
Pride, but 
Merrick be-
lieves the 
community is 
still divided 
in import-
ant ways, 
and needs 
healing and 
unity in the 
face of larg-
er threats. 
He sighs, 
“We have 
youth ver-

sus elders, transphobia in our community, 
we sometimes use slurs to refer to each 
other, we have to stop that. What I keep 
saying is we don’t have time for this right 
now, because there are people in Wash-
ington, DC, who want us dead.” 

“Yes,” he continues, “Every letter in 

—continued from page 1

Living His Most Authentic Life

Pointing
By Sage Piper
it Out

thinKing OUtLOUD

our alphabet soup of identity needs to be 
self-determined and there’s space for ev-
erybody – but at some point as these let-
ters we do need to come together on some 
things.” He is concerned that our youth do 
not understand that for some people on 
the outside we are all the same – merely a 

target of hate. 
He dreams of 
finding tangi-
ble ways to re-
focus commu-
nity unity, and 
that one way 
to achieve 
this is shar-
ing our lived 
history with 

each other:
“Our young people need to see that 

there was an urgency there [during the 
AIDS crisis] – you didn’t know who was 
going to drop dead at any moment, so you 
had to be fabulous at any moment. I also 
didn’t realize that our community is still in 
mourning from that lost generation of lead-
ership, it’s a tragedy, a whole generation 
of leaders. I want our elders to share their 

MIXERS-REMIXEDMIXERS-REMIXED

 UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP/MANAGEMENT
Visit our Facebook page for upcoming events, 

specials, and much more:  @mixersbar

Merrick 
Moses

war stories, their hurts, and their joys so 
our young folk have a sense of their own 
history and the level of perseverance that 
it takes to live a queer and trans life. What 
it was like when you had to get hormones 
on the black market, there were no doc-
tors who would see you. We had childhood 
traumas around our sexual orientation, our 
gender identity, and for many of us we just 
wanted to be regular like everyone else, but 
were never going to be that and that is really 
okay, because it is to our beat that the world 
turns when we look at music, fashion, and 
culture. Had we not been the sore thumbs or 
the bullied kids we would never had delved 
into the creativity innate in our being to cre-
ate what we have created. So turning that 
trauma into triumph, turning that poison into 
medicine, is what we do naturally.”

For Merrick Moses, both the struggle 
and the triumph continue – each and every 
day. t

““I had just turned 40, 
but I felt like I was 18 

again. I felt like I had a 
second chance on life.”
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thinKing OUtLOUD // MARK MY WORDS

LGBT Commission Makes History – 
AgainBy MarK SegaL

History is repeating itself 42 years later. 
That’s where my thoughts were as Jason and 
I were on Amtrak on our way to a reception at 
the Pennsylvania’s governor’s residence this 
past Monday.

Many of you often remark how joyous I 
am, and this week proved your point. How 
else to react to witnessing something that you 
envisioned 42 years ago once again being 
used to empower our community? Thanks to 
Gov. Tom Wolf, I had the honor to join him as 
he made history – or should I say, repeated 
history? It is a history I took part in 42 years 
ago in that same building, alongside another 
pioneering governor.

Most historians today think of my place 
in history as disrupting 
Walter Cronkite and the 
CBS Evening News in 
order to change network 
television, which we did 
way back in 1973. It was 
that disruption that led 
to what happened at the 
governor’s residence last 
Monday.

After the Cronkite in-
cident, the media went 
wild covering me, since 
there simply weren’t many 
people taking the out-loud 
radical view I took on gay 
liberation.

My view was, You try 
every method until you 
break through. During all 
this publicity, I wrote then-
Gov. Milton Shapp request-
ing a meeting and was more than shocked 
that he agreed. After all, no governor any-
where in the nation had ever agreed at that 
time to meet with a gay activist.

When Philadelphia Gay News’s Harry 
Langhorne and I stepped into the room, the 

governor shook my hand 
and said with a smile, “I 
saw your appearance on 
Cronkite.” Then he asked what he could do. 
Harry and I had three items: 

1) Issue an executive order to ban dis-
crimination in state government against the 
gay and lesbian community, as we were 
known at that time,

2) Issue a state proclamation declaring 
June Gay Pride Month in Pennsylvania, and 

3) What I called the brass ring – create an 
official state commission to look into issues 
affecting the gay and lesbian community. The 
first two he agreed to on the spot, and we 

agreed to work with his 
staff behind the scenes. 
To the third he said, “Let 
me give it some thought.”

It wasn’t long until 
the first two steps he 
took created some very 
interesting feedback 
and set him on a path 
of being a strong ally. 
It took three years, but 
in 1976, the first official 
governmental body for 
the LGBT community 
in the country was an-
nounced: The Council 
for Sexual Minorities.

On Monday, Gov. 
Tom Wolf officially an-
nounced a new ver-
sion of that commis-
sion, and here’s the 

surprise: It is the only one in the nation. 
So, there are 49 governors who have to 
step up to the challenge that Shapp – and 
now Wolf – have set. t

mark Segal is publisher of PhiladelPhia 
Gay News. His new memoir aNd theN i daNced 
is out now. 

Dear Dr. Eva,
Do you think probiotics are helpful for 

getting rid of diarrhea and yeast infec-
tions?

Prefer Natural

Dear Natural,
There are several areas of the body 

which normally have large amounts of 
bacteria lining their surfaces. These ar-
eas include the vagina and parts of the 
gastrointestinal tract: the mouth and the 
colon (large intestine). The 
colon normally has over 400 
different species of bacteria. 
These bacteria naturally live 
in our bodies, so we bene-
fit from them without doing 
anything. Babies’ bodies are 
colonized by these healthy 
bacteria soon after birth. Be-
cause they are not harmful 
and can be helpful, these 
bacteria are called “probiot-
ics.” They are considered to colonize, not 
infect, the body. If a woman has a stable 
population of lactobacillus in her vagina, 
she may be less prone to yeast infections. 
If she has a stable mix of healthy bowel 
bacteria, she is less likely to get bacteri-
al forms of diar-
rhea, including 
C. difficile. This 
is a serious, 
sometimes dead-
ly diarrheal ill-
ness that occurs 
mainly in people 
who have recent-
ly been hospital-
ized or have tak-
en a prolonged 
course of antibi-
otics.

Capsules of dried, live probiotic bacte-
ria have been available without prescrip-
tion for years. Lactobacillus, derived from 
milk, is the most common type available. 
Combinations of multiple probiotic bacteria 

What About 
Probiotics?

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

are also available. People take pills that 
contain probiotics because they think the 
pills will prevent disease or generally help 
keep them healthy. Twenty percent of US 
adults have taken probiotics. “Pre-biotic” 
pills, which contain food for probiotic bac-
teria, are available as well. 

So … do they work?
There is good evidence that naturally 

occurring probiotics, the bacteria that grow 
naturally in our bodies, do keep us healthy 
and help us resist disease. There is still no 
good proof that taking probiotic pills does 
us any good. The research that has been 
done has conflicting results: some studies 
showed possible benefit, but many others 
showed no benefit. However, it does seem 
clear that taking probiotics is not harmful. 
It’s important to know that the strains of 
bacteria in probiotics do not colonize the 
gut – they pass through and are gone. The 
only way to use probiotics to change the 
bacteria in your gut would be to take them 
continuously.

I don’t recommend taking probiotics or 
prebiotics, because so far 
they have no clear demon-
strated benefit. Some doc-
tors and nurse practitioners 
do recommend them for 
people with frequent diar-
rhea or yeast infections. 
So far, the best evidence 
of benefit from probiotics 
shows that they can prevent 
bacterial diarrhea and can 
help diarrhea end sooner 

when it does occur. 
Probiotics, like all nutritional supplements, 

are not regulated by the US Food and Drug 
Administration (the FDA) the way prescription 
medicines and many over-the-counter medi-
cines are. That means that the companies that 

sell probiotics 
don’t have 
to prove that 
the ingredi-
ents listed 
on the label 
are actually 
in the pills. 
Investigation 
into this has 
shown that 
some pills 

sold as probiotics contain 
no probiotics at all. To borrow a quote from a 
scientific article, “Enthusiasm for probiotics 
has outpaced the scientific evidence.”  t

eva Hersh, md, is a family physician. 
Please send questions and comments to her 
by email at dr.eva@baltimoreoutloud.com.

qUaLity OF LiFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

You’re filled with 
bacteria. That’s 
good! But there’s 
little evidence 
popping microbe-
laden pills help. gov. 

Milton 
Shapp

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

611 Park Avenue Suite A, Baltimore, Maryland 21201  410-523-1694 

info@heartsandears.org  heartsandears.org 

Hearts & Ears Inc. 

Is a non-profit organization for the 
LGBTQIA+ community that focuses on 

behavioral health wellness and recovery 

611 Park Avenue Suite A, Baltimore, Maryland 21201 • 410-523-1694 
info@heartsandears.org • heartsandears.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

611 Park Avenue Suite A, Baltimore, Maryland 21201  410-523-1694 

info@heartsandears.org  heartsandears.org 

Hearts & Ears Inc. 

Is a non-profit organization for the 
LGBTQIA+ community that focuses on 

behavioral health wellness and recovery 



BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD    AUGUST 17, 2018 •  bALTImoreouTLoud.com  t  13 

provider who takes medical assistance or 
uses a sliding scale for payment is critical.

All ethical, competent medical provid-
ers should be able to treat LGBTQ people 
with warm acceptance, and many do want 
to welcome queer and trans individuals to 
their practice. But they don’t know what 
they don’t know! When I hold trainings on 
LGBTQ health with clinicians, many health 
and human service workers say “I don’t 
need special training. I treat everyone the 
same!” This is a case where treating ev-
eryone the same is not a good goal. We 
have culturally-specific concerns, we need 
culturally-specific care.

Even when a private practice in the 
community is well-versed in LGBTQ care, 
prospective patients may not know how to 
find them. It’s so hard to find a care pro-
vider you can trust, and even harder when 
you are a member of one or several mar-
ginalized groups whose bodies have been 
mistreated, under-treated, or turned away 
from care in the past. Whether mistreat-

ment happened to 
you personally, or 
you just heard too 
many terrible sto-
ries from other peo-
ple like you, many 
LGBTQ folks are 
reasonably suspi-
cious of health care 
systems. 

Sometimes the 
issue is not the pro-
vider’s incompe-
tence – it’s the pa-
tient’s reluctance, 
based on experi-
ence, to trust that 
any doctor is giv-

ing them appropriate care. Regard-
less of the origin, that mistrust im-
pacts the therapeutic relationship. 

Until the world comes to value and nurture 
LGBTQ lives unequivocally, we will contin-
ue to need a niche in health care where we 
know we are safe and seen. That niche is 
often filled by community health centers. t

For more about The LGbT Health re-
source center of chase brexton Health 
care, visit resourcecenter.lgbt.

the Role of Community 
Health Centers

qUaLity OF LiFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

By Kate BiShOP
LGbT Health resource center
Though LGBTQ folks have made enormous 
leaps in legal protections and decreasing 
cultural stigma, that progress is deeply un-
even across identity and geography. Many 
people in our communities still struggle to 
find a health care provider who shows us 
respect and understands our needs, and 
community health centers serve a special 
role in meeting those needs.

And we do have specific needs – for 
example, lesbian and same-gender-loving 
women are at higher risk for breast cancer, 
but get routine screenings far less frequent-
ly. Transgender care is a whole field of spe-
cialty unto itself, and providers are almost 
never equipped with appropriate training in 
school. Gay and same-gender-loving men 
in Baltimore, a city with one of the highest 
rates of HIV in the US, deserve to be ed-
ucated about protecting themselves with 
PrEP. Bisexual women deal with intimate 
partner violence at the highest rates of any 
population group, have extremely high rates 
of substance abuse, and are at high-
est risk in the community to die 
of smoking-related causes. 

When doctors aren’t trained 
or interested in our needs, they 
can’t give us the care we de-
serve. We need to have plac-
es where our health disparities 
and cultural norms are known 
and held with honor.

When you’re sick, living with 
a chronic condition, or worried 
about your health, mounting a 
search for an affirming provid-
er feels especially urgent and 
especially daunting. Fear and 
weariness about finding the right 
doctor can become a barrier to 
care. Many LGBTQ people come 
to Chase Brexton Health Care be-
cause they heard we have a histo-
ry serving the community and they 
simply don’t know where else to turn.

Beyond the LGBTQ-responsive special-
ty care Chase Brexton offers, community 
health centers are most likely to serve pa-
tients who are low-income or use medical 
assistance as their insurance. Because of 
income inequality within our communities, 
especially for trans and gender-diverse 
people and older LGBT adults, finding a 

On National Health Center Week, Honoring that neither guy wanted to break up and 
both were willing to hear each other out and 
change their behaviors. B made a real effort 
and got a decent job and they also sought 
out financial advice to improve their budget. 
Both had their own issues to deal with but 
were willing to consider the quick temper of 
one and the denial of upsets by the other 
as obstacles to their communication and 
actively worked to be more tolerant of each 
other. So this was definitely a salvageable 
partnership.

Couple 2 has been together for five 
years. First one, then the other had had an 
outside affair while they lived together. In 
the last several months, neither has been 
happy and they thought they should seek 
therapy. On the day of the first appoint-
ment, A – who strongly wanted to keep the 
relationship – learned that B decided not to 
attend the session. Although issues of how 
to resolve the shared household issue re-
mains, and A has been the major provider 
of most expenses, one partner cannot carry 
the whole relationship. It seems clear that B 
has definitely disengaged from the involve-
ment. This is a situation where no mending 
can take place, no matter how much A may 
want to stay connected.

It takes two to work on making a rela-
tionship stronger and healthier. If you see 
yourself as being the only one making the 
effort, look at what it is that you are get-
ting out of this situation. Being a martyr? 
Wanting the sense of control? Is the part-
nership adding to your life? We invest in re-
lationships, primarily emotionally, but also 
socially and financially. Are you getting the 
returns on that investment, the ROI that is 
easy to figure out in business? Or are you 
putting in much more than the yield? In bad 
times, one can pitch in if the other is not 
able to, but this ought to be temporary. If 
not, do look to take care of yourself as least 
as much as you do for the other. You de-
serve that, and seek help in whatever ven-
ue you find acceptable. t

In a lifetime, we all have several relation-
ships and partnerships. Some we choose 
to leave; for some, the choice is made by 
the other. In either case, the end of what 
most often started with good intentions and 
excitement means a sense of loss leaving a 
hole, whether small or large. At times, one 
has a sense of relief that the misery is no 
longer on the radar screen. But even then, 
there is some leftover emotional upheaval. 
Then, too, we may have tried to stick it out, 
to put up with what didn’t make us happy in 
the hopes that things will change, that the 
other will change his or her ways, or that we 
will be able to look at things more positively.

However you get to the point of consid-
ering the end of a connection, how do you 
assess if it is salvageable? So, let me bring 
two examples: 

Couple 1 has been together for a year 
when A’s family goes through tough times 
and A ends up having to join his parents in a 
bankruptcy situation and with all the turmoil, 
loses his job. B ends up covering all costs 
as A and B live together. B makes very little 
effort to look for another job. A few months 
go by while A grows increasingly resentful 
and eventually decides to end the relation-
ship and asks B to leave. At this point, B 
asks if they could try couples therapy, which 
is when I met them. After some time dis-
secting their past histories, it seemed clear 

Can You Mend 
This Relationship?

Dr. J
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In His Own Words: Chase Brexton’s Dr. Sam Westrick Recalls Battling the Early Stages of the AIDS Epidemic in Baltimore

THE STORY OF US
By Teresa Fernandez
Chase Brexton Health Care

When he heard about a medical clinic across town which served the health needs of the 
LGBT community in the early 1980s, Sam Westrick thought he could make a difference. 

Westrick, then a resident at Franklin Square Medical Center, picked up the phone to 
volunteer at the clinic, beginning a nearly decade-long association with the organization 
which put the young doctor front and center for the terrifying early days of the AIDS 
epidemic in Baltimore.

Westrick began volunteering at the clinic in 1981, when it operated two nights per 
week and saw approximately 30 patients a night. He became the clinic’s third medical 
director in 1983 and held the role until 1988, when he departed to focus on his private 
practice.

For a short time in the early 1980s, seeing a friend or former partner walk into the 
clinic didn’t seem like a big deal, and was even a source of amusement. 

“The mood got more intense when it came to HIV as opposed to treatable and cur-
able STDs,” Westrick recalled. “It was a fun and casual clinic but all of a sudden, we 
were dealing with something that was a lot more important.”

Westrick saw his first AIDS patient in 1982, not through Chase Brexton, but during 
his residency at Franklin Square. At the time the disease was virtually unknown in Bal-
timore.

“He was gay, but I could never get him to acknowledge that,” he said. “All we could 
say for the longest time was, he had something wrong with his blood. He was having 
classic fevers and night sweats. He finally died from fungal meningitis, which was one of 
the signature opportunistic infections that we later learned about and learned to treat.”

As the AIDS epidemic worsened, Westrick and his fellow volunteer providers were 
on the front lines of the crisis. Their mission was more personal—and sometimes, more 
terrifying—because their patients were too often their friends.

“It’s one thing if one of your buddies or your ex-lovers or whatever strolled into clinic 
with an STD, that was on the border of humorous. But when they tested positive for 
HIV, or were having symptoms, there was no room for it being funny anymore. You were 
scared to death.”

But Westrick’s involvement in Baltimore’s LGBT community also provided the drive 
he and others needed to continue their work during such dark times.

“It’s like, who else was going to do it,” he said. “Bernie and I, like many young gay 
physicians at that time, were in a place and time where all of a sudden there was this 
problem, and you had to take care of it. And we did not, in general, get a lot of good 
support from our colleagues in the general medical community. They did not want to be 
in involved or do anything about it. They did not want to see our patients or do consults 
if they knew it was a patient with AIDS.”

All the heartbreak and loss at the height of the epidemic did lead to advances in the 
medical community, Westrick said. For one, high-level home care became more widely 
available and more able to provide complex services, as patients suffering from HIV and 
AIDS could not remain in hospitals but needed significant medical attention at home.

Also, mainstream medicine was forced to both accept and respect LGBT health care 
providers, who provided critical services their peers were often unwilling to offer.

“Prior to that, gay and gay-friendly medical professionals had been pretty closeted, 
but they couldn’t be closeted and be actively taking care of their family and their commu-
nity,” Westrick said. “But they were being doctors and nurses and doing what needed to 
be done, and it was then very hard to look down on them from the non-gay perspective, 
because they were doing the good work.”

For more stories and photos of Chase Brexton Health Care’s history, visit chasebrex-
ton40.org.

Dr. Sam Westrick

Chase Brexton Clinic in Baltimore Pride

1980s, Jim Becker (r, blue suit) and 
Bernie Bransom (white shirt, red tie), 
others unknown 

1982 Clinic Opening
possibly Bernie Bransom
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When they started the film and the 
intro came up, I was like, “Oh, my 
gosh! They’re actually auditioning 
to my song!” It was incredible!

Did you ever have a chance 
to meet Michael gore’s sister 
Lesley gore?

I never got to meet Lesley. She 
had so many wonderful songs that 
I used to sing [laugh]. No, I never 
got a chance to meet her. But he 

was wonderful to work with.
Chicago, where you have lived for 

many years, was the site of the 1979 Disco 
Demolition at Comiskey 
Park. as both a 
Chicagoan and a 
disco artist, how 
did that made you 
feel?

Devastated. I 
was devastated. I 
thought, “This man 
doesn’t care what 
he’s done!” Aside 
from putting all of us 
out of work and totally 
dissing a major part of 
the music industry, he 
destroyed (the base-
ball) field. To this day, 
he still talks about it like he’s 
proud of it. I never met him, but I think if I did, 
I’d probably punch him right in the face.

he would deserve it.
I’m still angry about it. I think it’s so unfair 

and so careless of someone to do that, and 
on that scale. Sure, I don’t expect everybody 
to like disco, or every type of music that’s ever 
been created. But, my God, use your brain. 
When you have that kind of platform, a radio 
show that reaches hundreds and thousands 
of people daily, don’t come out and encour-
age this destruction. There were albums fly-
ing all over the field. When I saw it, all I could 
do was cry. I thought, “This is really horrible.”

Of course, the ultimate revenge is that 
disco outlasted Steve Dahl in populari-
ty and endurance. as proof, we have the 
First Ladies of Disco, in which you, Mar-
tha wash, and evelyn “Champagne” King 
(and sometimes norma Jean wright) per-
form in concert. what’s it like to work with 
these fellow disco legends? 

[Laughs] it is so much fun! There are no 
words to explain. First of all, I’m like the mom 
[laughs]. I first met Martha in Italy when she 
was still singing background for Sylvester. We 
were all there at the Venice Music Festival. 

LiveLy artS // PERSONALITIES

By gregg ShaPirO
As disco divas go, few are as down-to-earth, 
warm, and genuine as Linda Clifford. Forty 
years after the release of her breakout al-
bum If my Friends could See me Now was 
released, featuring the chart-topping dance 
club hit title track, Clifford is still hard at work, 
regularly touring as one of the First Ladies 
of Disco (along with Martha Wash, Evelyn 
“Champagne” King, and Norma Jean Wright) 
and performing at various festivals and fairs. 
Four of Clifford’s most cherished albums, the 
aforementioned If My Friends Could See 
Me Now, as well as 1979’s Let Me Be Your 
Woman and Here’s My Love, along with 
1980’s I’m Yours, have all been released 
in remastered expanded editions from Blixa 
Sounds. I had the honor of speaking with Lin-
da about her career and the new reissues in 
late July 2018.

gregg Shapiro: Linda, i’d like to begin 
by congratulating you on the expanded 
CD reissues of your albums If My Friends 
Could See Me Now, Let Me Be Your Wom-
an, Here’s My Love, and I’m Yours. what 
does it mean to you to have these albums 
available again?

Linda Clifford: Honestly, it kind of jump-
starts your whole life. At one time, certainly 
when I was younger, and these things came 
out – what was it, two or three years ago [big 
laugh]…more like 40 – you’re young and 
you’re out there on the road, this is so much 
fun. When you get a little bit older, you real-
ize, “Wow, I had some amazing things hap-
pen and I did some great things.” Now, I’m 
so much more appreciative of the career that 
I’ve had and the love that I’ve received from 
people over the years. It means an enormous 
amount to me and I’m so grateful to the re-
cord company, Blixa Sounds, and everyone 
involved in putting everything together.

in the case of If My Friends Could See 
Me Now, it was originally released on the 
late Curtis Mayfield’s Curtom Records, 
and Curtis produced a couple of tracks 
and played on the album. Do you remem-
ber what it was like to work with a legend 
such as Curtis?

I remember very well [laughs]. We actual-
ly toured together for a while. That, in itself, is 
really something. Curtis was like his music. If 
you think back to the things that he wrote, a 
lot of it was laid-back but forceful at the same 
time. It had so much to say without being in 
your face. Like the music that we listen to to-
day. That was Curtis. He was just the coolest 
guy, a cool cat!

was your cover of “if My Friends Could 

See Me now” a nod to your 
acting career, when you 
played a dancer in the mov-
ie version of Sweet Charity?

That cover version was 
an actual surprise. The song 
was mentioned by one of the 
secretaries at Curtom. She 
said, “You should do a disco 
version of this song.” Nobody 
knew that I had been in the 
movie. She said that to me and I wanted to 
slap her, “I will not do that!” Here I am thinking 
Shirley MacLaine, Gwen Verdon, Broadway, 
fabulous people. She wants me to turn it into 
a disco song? I said, “There’s no way you 
can do that and do it well!” They went ahead 
and recorded the track and they played it for 
me. I went, “Holy crap! This is great [laughs]!” 
That’s my song!

On Let Me Be Your Woman, you per-
formed disco covers of “One of those 
Songs” and “Bridge Over troubled wa-
ters.” what was involved in selecting stan-
dards to get the disco treatment?

I think that at the time we were on the 
lookout for not just a standard, but a good 
song with which we could do something. If you 
listen to the very beginning of “One of Those 
Songs,” we start out with “what is the name of 
that song that keeps me dancing?” and imme-
diately you think of the clubs, Studio 54, the 
Red Parrot, and all of the jumping New York 
hotspots of the time. Before we went into the 
verse of the original written song, we wrote 
something new to lead into it. When you take 
a song and you want to change it around a 
little bit, you have to be thoughtful and careful 
about how you put it together. (Producer) Gil 
Askey was a master at that.

“red Light” from 1980’s isaac 
hayes-produced album I’m Yours was 
also featured in the Oscar-winning mov-
ie Fame. what did it mean to you to have 
a song featured on a best-selling movie 
soundtrack?

To me, it was amazing. It meant the world 
to me. I actually recorded the song for the 
soundtrack when I was working with (Os-
car-winning songwriter) Michael Gore. I was 
seven months pregnant. I was like, “Come on 
baby, help me push these notes out” [laughs]! 
When the movie came out, my husband said, 
“Before you go into the hospital, you’re go-
ing to see this movie so you can see your 
name on the screen [laughs]!” We went to 
see Fame and I had no idea where the song 
was going to be placed. I didn’t know if it was 
going to be background music or something. 

The Disco Diva’s Diva 
An interview 

with the 
legendary 

Linda Clifford 

She was such a baby and so timid. I’m may-
be six or seven years older than Martha, so I 
guess that makes me the mom of the group. 
But I’m also the silliest. We laugh, we have 
so much fun, we enjoy what we do so much. 
People who come to our shows add to the 
enjoyment. They want to be there and dance 
and have a good time. We make sure they 
do. It’s a great night. If you get a chance to 
come to one of the shows, do it. It’s amazing.

Over the years you’ve amassed a 
massive international following, which 
includes a sizable following in the gay 
community. Is that how the filming of your 
1984 music video for “a night with the 
Boys,” came to be filmed at Trianon, a gay 
bar in Chicago?

Honestly, I don’t think so. From the very 
beginning of my recording 
career, especially with “If My 
Friends Could See Me Now,” 
one of the things that we 
made a point of doing when 
I was doing promotional 
tours, we didn’t just go to 
straight clubs. We went 
to all the bars. I made so 
many friends. In fact, the 
godmother to both of my 
children is a gay woman. 
Someone that I met during 
that period. I had an old-
er brother who was gay. 
Gay doesn’t scare me 
[laughs]. I ain’t scared! I 

would perform in these clubs 
and not be afraid. What was 
there to be afraid of? These 
are my friends, my fans, and 

they love me. They would protect me. I’m not 
worried about it. Doing the Trianon thing was 
just a boost. It made people think, “Okay then, 
maybe she is real!” I just recently performed 
at the “A Taste of Lincoln Avenue” festival in 
Chicago. The guys came out! They had the al-
bums and CDs. I talked to every single one of 
them. I love all my fans – gay, straight, black, 
white, or purple. I don’t care.

is there a new Linda Clifford album in 
the works?

I would love to have something new out 
along with everything that’s going on. I have 
to say, there’ve been offers coming in, and 
then things – for whatever reason – don’t 
work out. I don’t have anything right now, but 
if there’s anybody out there who thinks they 
might be interested in doing something, they 
have to let me know. I’m a living legend, but I 
could drop dead tomorrow, so let’s go!

Please don’t go! Please stick around!
I would love to stick around. Music has 

been my life for such a long time. I just love 
doing it. Going into the studio again to do an 
album would be a real treat. t

Linda 
Clifford 
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By Brynn DevereaUx
On August 21st, 102 musi-
cians, ten staff members, two 
consultants, and 82 guests 
embark on a legendary inter-
national tour. The Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra (BSO) 
will perform in their first in-
ternational tour in Ireland and 
the UK. “The BSO is honored 
to make its return to interna-
tional touring at such prestigious festivals 
and venues,” says Tonya McBride Robles, 
BSO general manager. “The invitation to 
play not once, but twice, at the Edinburgh 
Festival, and on the actual anniversary of 
Bernstein’s birthday during his centenary, 
is a privilege. Likewise, performing at the 
BBC Proms, with a radio and television 
broadcast of the con- cert, is a 
testament to the stature 
of our music director, 
Marin Alsop, and the 
world-class quality of 
the orchestra. Finally, 
the BSO was chosen 
to open the Interna-
tional Concert Series 
at Dublin’s National 
Concert Hall based 
on the reputation and 
artistry of Marin and 
the musicians.”

The BSO began 
preparing for this 
adventure a year ago 
with preview trips to hotels and ven-
ues. “One of the biggest challeng-
es is the large amount of cargo we 
will be taking with us,” says Rebec-
ca Cain, BSO director of operations. “We 
work with a dedicated cargo company who 
can arrange for that transportation – both 
transatlantic flights and climate-controlled 
trucking – once we’ve arrived. All interna-
tional cargo must travel with a carnet (ba-
sically a passport for the luggage) that is 
extremely detailed as to the contents of 
each cargo container. Additionally, some 
of our instruments have endangered spe-
cies such as ivory or monitor lizard skin, so 
those instruments must get a permit show-
ing that the items were legally obtained.”

There may be intense logistical plan-
ning for a trip like this (including a 35-page 
tour itinerary booklet with a minute-by-min-
ute schedule), but the musicians are more 
than ready. “In working with the musicians 

By FranKie KUJawa
Running from August 29th to September 
3rd, the second annual Baltimore Comedy 
Festival promises to have Charm City in 
stitches as it stretches throughout the city 
in over 20 venues. The f e s t i v a l 
founder, comedian Ivan 
Martin, recently chatted 
with baltimore ouTloud 
to discuss the upcoming 
event and what makes 
Baltimore the new stand-
up comedy frontier.
“We have built upon last 
year’s brand of comedy, 
and we now have 100 co-
medians, 60 of whom are 
from outside the DMV-ar-
ea and ten outside of the 
country, performing at 
this year’s festival,” Martin began. “It was 
shocking that there were that many people 
interested in coming to Baltimore for this 
festival this year.” 

For Martin, a native of Jacksonville, 
Florida, Baltimore became his home in 
2009 for two very important reasons. 

“Geographically, Baltimore is located at 
the best location because everything is 
close to three hours away in different di-
rections. They call it ‘Charm City’ because 
no matter what’s going on, we smile, and 
we have a good time.” Martin added, “Ar-
tistically, I saw there was a need for inclu-
sion. I saw some of the comedy scenes, 
and they were a bit cliquish. The comics 
really didn’t hang with each other. When 
I moved here in 2009, I had already had 
four years of comedy experience under my 
belt. I had already opened for Kevin Hart, 

and began to join other comics in the area. 
Once I started working with the Motor 
House, I had this idea that I should ‘wrap 
a belt’ around the comedy scene and bring 
everyone together.”

“The city of Baltimore offers hope to 
the next generation 
of comedians,” Mar-
tin says. “Baltimore 
is the next frontier for 
inclusiveness and is 
slated to become the 
new ‘Atlanta’ or ‘New 
York’ of the comedy 
scene. We have co-
medians doing ‘open 
mic’ nights [in Balti-
more] because the 
audiences here are so 
diverse.”

With respect to the comedy scene in 
Washington, DC, Martin believes that 
there’s an undercurrent bringing the shift 
of comedy to Baltimore. “The wave [in DC] 
is gone. No disrespect, but their scene is 
already built. This is the first attention that 
has come to comedy in Baltimore in a very 
long time, and it’s bringing attention to our 
city.” Martin added the LGBTQ community, 
especially, is welcome and will find enjoy-
ment in the festival. “We have the amazing 
Michael Furr, who is not only a talented 
comedian, but is also part of the LGBT 
community. He was a featured emcee for 
Baltimore Pride 2018. He stands out in the 
community for his comedic talent.” 

Overall, Martin continued to emphasize 
the idea that Baltimore is the next frontier 
for comedy. “Our city is changing and it’s a 
beautiful thing. If we leave the arts behind, 
then that’s when we really lose. One of the 
ways that we can continue to hold onto the 
city is to hold onto the arts, and that’s our 
foothold. That’s why I’m very happy to see 
that the Baltimore Comedy Festival is a 
yearly thing that will hopefully continue to 
attract people to the city and show them so 
much that we have to offer.” Martin added, 
“In regard to the festival, audiences can 
expect a diverse amount of talent from all 
over the country, with a very bright sprinkle 
of the hottest talent we have in this city; all 
within one week. This is throughout some 
of the coolest venues in the Baltimore 
comedy scene.” t

For more information on venues and 
performers, visit baltimorecomedyfest.
com. 

Baltimore Comedy Fest Paves 
New Comedic Frontiers

LiveLy artS // OUT ON STAGE

to prepare 
for the tour, 
the veterans 
with previous 
touring expe-
rience testify 
to the ensem-
b le -bu i ld ing 
nature of a 

compressed, demanding re-
hearsal and concert schedule 

on some of the world’s biggest stages,” 
says McBride Robles. “The international 
attention of these festivals requires the 
highest level of musicianship, and our or-
chestra is up to the task. For the musicians 
who are touring with a professional full-
time orchestra for the first time, this tour 
is an opportunity to prove what those of us 
who are privileged to hear the orchestra 

week in and week out already 
know – we 
have a 
world-class 
o r c h e s t r a 
right here in 
B a l t i m o r e , 
Maryland.”

The BSO 
will perform 
at Scotland’s 
E d i n b u r g h 
I n t e r n a t i o n -
al Festival on 
August 24th 
and 25th. They 
will make their 

debut at the BBC Proms in 
London on August 27th and 
will open the 2018-2019 In-

ternational Concert Series at Dublin’s Na-
tional Concert Hall on August 29th. “Our 
fans in Baltimore can follow along with the 
BSO on our website and social media pag-
es. We have a dedicated tour webpage at 
BSOmusic.org/tour, where we’ll be posting 
photos, videos and general updates from 
each of the three cities where we are per-
forming,” says Linda Moxley, BSO’s point 
woman for marketing. “Music director 
Marin Alsop and some of our musicians 
will keep journals about the tour, and we’ll 
have plenty of behind-the-scenes material 
as well as content from excursions in and 
around Edinburgh, London and Dublin. 
Fans can also follow the tour on social me-
dia with #BSOTour2018.” t

// MUSIC

royal albert hall in 
London

Dublin’s national
Concert hall

“The city of Baltimore 
offers hope to the 
next generation of 

comedians. Baltimore 
is the next frontier for 

inclusiveness and is 
slated to become the 
new ‘Atlanta’ or ‘New 
York’ of the comedy 

scene.”

Great Britain Bound: The BSO 
Heads Overseas
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By ChUCK DUnCan
Back in July 1999, Warner Brothers re-
leased what could’ve been an utterly ridic-
ulous Jaws-inspired shark movie – deep 
blue Sea – that might’ve made a few bucks 
during the summer season and disap-
peared quickly. But ... that movie has a mo-
ment that became legendary and propelled 
the film to cult status (it didn’t even spawn 
a sequel until this year and that was a 
straight-to-video effort). And now the same 
studio is going back into the deep blue sea 
with a new shark movie, The meg, a long 
gestating project based – very loosely – on 
the 1997 novel meg. (Disney had originally 
planned to make the movie after the nov-
el was released, but years of development 
led to nothing.)

The meg is centered around an ocean-
ographic facility studying the Mariana 
Trench, believed to be the deepest point on 
earth. Their research, however, has lead 
them to believe that what appears to be the 
bottom of the ocean is in fact a layer of 
very cold liquid protecting an even deeper 
area below. A team is sent to investigate, 

behind him.
But when he learns his ex-wife is one 

of the three trapped in the Trench, he re-
luctantly agrees to help ... 
and then he finds out one 
of the people he rescued, 
a doctor who had made 
the determination that 
Taylor had a mental break-
down that caused him to 
leave his team members 
to die, is also part of the 
oceanographic team and 
he’s still convinced that 
Taylor is unfit for duty. 
But as Taylor gets to the 
submersible and begins 
the rescue, something 
again smashes into the 
vehicles making the res-
cue more dangerous. 
One of the team, Toshi (Masi Oka), knows 
that there is no time for him to get out so 
he seals the hatch and blasts the rescue 
vehicle away before the monster kills him. 
Back at the facility, Taylor is convinced the 
monster is a Megalodon, and evidence 
shows that the rescue vehicle created a 
path of warm water through the cold lay-
er and now the Meg, thought extinct for 

more than two million years, is once again 
prowling the ocean. If nothing else, Taylor 
gets to say “I told you so” to the doctor. 
But is the giant shark an unstoppable kill-
ing machine? 

The meg is the perfect summer mov-
ie, much more entertaining than it has any 
right to be. It’s surprising that the studio 
decided to wait until the summer’s last 
gasps to release it, but with a few small-
er films coming in August this may have 
a chance to rake in some dough before 
everyone gets back to work and school. 
Of course this isn’t one of those movies 
that you want to sit and dissect for scien-
tific accuracy. You just go, get your pop-

corn, and enjoy the ride. The meg is like 
a roller coaster that will have you laughing 
and gasping at the same time. And may-
be even shed a tear or two for those who 
don’t survive.

Jason Statham is a guy known for his 
tough action roles, so he’s perfect for the 

part and he gets to show a little 

humor as 
well (as he terrifically sent up his own im-
age in the comedy Spy). Here he gets to 
be the action star and the romantic hero 
while tossing off a few one-liners. He’s just 
perfect in the role. The multicultural cast 
– which leans heavily on Chinese actors 
to help boost the box office in that coun-
try – all play their roles well. Yes, they are 
all “types” but they all make the most of 
what their roles give them. Of all the ac-
tors, Rainn Wilson gets the most to do as 
the billionaire who funded the facility and 
has a few other facets to his character. 
And I just have to add that Li Bingbing is 
terrific, the character that most people can 
connect with, the real emotional core of 
the movie. And she’s stunningly beautiful 
as well. I might have a little crush on her.

Director Jon Turtletaub keeps the ac-
tion moving and ratchets up the tension as 
things become more dire for the team from 
Mana One, and his beach panic scene – 
which despite the trailers is only a very 
small moment in the film – is done very 
well even as it has more than a few refer-
ences to the Jaws beach scene of the first 
shark attack. The film has a nice balance 
of drama, action, humor, and heart which 
should keep you on the edge – and some-
times jumping out – of your seat. Make no 
mistake, this ain’t Shakespeare – it’s just a 
fun, summer, popcorn flick aimed at enter-
taining the masses and it succeeds on all 
levels. And if the movie is a success, there 
is a whole series of meg novels for sequel 
possibilities. t

The Perfect Summer Movie
they enter the cold layer and find their the-
ory is correct – the Trench is deeper and 
the water below is very warm. But some-
thing strikes the 
s u b m e r s i b l e , 
making it impos-
sible to return to 
the surface and 
there is only 
one man who 
can help, Jonas 
Taylor (Jason 
Statham). As we 
saw in the film’s 
prologue, Tay-
lor was tasked 
with a similar 
deep-sea res-
cue of a nuclear 
submarine five 
years earlier but something was crashing 
into the sub, forcing him to leave two men 
behind, detaching his own rescue vehicle 
with the other survivors right before the 
sub exploded. Taylor has been haunted by 
that decision and has put his rescuing days 

Up from 
the deep, 

The Meg is 
‘much more 
entertaining 

than it has 
any right to 

be’

LiveLy artS // OUT ON SCREEN

“Of course this isn’t 
one of those movies 

that you want to sit and 
dissect for scientific 

accuracy. You just go, 
get your popcorn, and 

enjoy the ride.”

Puts Loch ness to 
shame
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Late Summer Dance Fling
By gregg ShaPirO
Anyone who’s familiar with the work of Róisín 
Murphy shouldn’t be 
surprised by the con-
cept of Irish electron-
ic dance music. Heck, 
even U2 has been 
known to dabble in 
electronic beats. That 
said, the aptly-titled 
Pleasure (Red Riv-
er) by Irish electronic 
dance band Le gal-
axie definitely ups 
the ante. The ten 
dance- f loor - ready 
tracks on Pleasure 
are as forward-think-
ing as they are nostalgia-inducing, mixing 
modern dance moves with a healthy respect 
for disco history with a splash of new wave. 
The merger of electronic and organic instru-
mentation with the shared vocal duties by 
May Kay Gegharty and Michael Pope also 
give songs such as “Can’t Stop,” “LIE,” “Lock 
That Heart Down,” “Guy,” “Hang Fire,” and 
the title track a kind of vigor.  

We already know that the Germans 
have a long history of making indispensable 
electronic dance music. Kraftwerk, anyone? 
Dimensional People (Thrill Jockey) by Ber-
lin-based twosome Mouse on Mars is signif-
icant for a few reasons. First, it’s the pair’s 
first album in four years. Second, it reunites 
MoM with the hipster Thrill Jockey label for 
which they released a series of groundbreak-
ing albums in the late 1990s/early 2000s, 
including radical connector. Last but not 
least, is the impressive list of collaborators 
appearing on the disc, such as Justin Vernon 
(Bon Iver), Aaron and Bryce Dessner (The 
National), Spank Rock, Swamp Dogg, Lisa 
Hannigan, Amanda Blank, and Sam Amidon. 
Listeners should also be prepared to dance 
to the stuttering clicks of “Dimensional Peo-
ple Part 1,” “Dimensional People Part 2,” 
“Daylight,” and “Sidney in a Cup.”

Dance music doesn’t get much dreamier 
than it does on Extended Versions (Small-
town Supersound), the debut album by Kel-
ly Lee Owens. A critics-darling right out of 
the gate (and rightfully so), Owens extended 
electronic exercises pulse and percolate like 
blood flowing to organs. As warm as they are 
spacey, these songs encourage movement 
as much as they do meditation. You can en-
joy this album whether you’re shaking your 
hips or simply centering yourself on tracks 
such as “Anxi.,” “Bird,” “Evolution,” “CBM,” 
and “Throwing Lines.” 

LiveLy artS // QMUSIC

Remember the way that UK bands such 
as Gang of Four and The Au Pairs found a 
way to effortlessly mix the politics of danc-

ing? Railing against an assortment of soci-
etal ills, giving us something to think about 
while we worked up a sweat on the dance-
floor. Produced by the brilliant Edwyn Collins, 
The Official Body (Fat Cat) by queer band 
Shopping picks up where the others left off, 
with tracks such as “Control Yourself,” “The 
Hype,” “Asking for a Friend,” “Shave Your 

Head,” “Suddenly Gone,” “My Dad’s a Danc-
er,” and “New Values.” Don’t just sit there, go 
shopping!

With each recent release, Kevin Barnes 
has been morphing his band Of Montreal into 
an appealing dance act. With its six lengthy, 
mostly clubby tunes, White Is Relic / Irrealis 
Mood (Polyvinyl) is no exception. Clocking 
in at more than seven minutes, “Paranoiac 
Intervals/Body Dysmorphia” is the stand-
out and is sure to inspire a kaleidoscope of 
dance steps. “If You Talk to Symbol/Hostility 
Voyeur” and “Sophie Calle Private Game / 
Every Person is a Pussy, Every Pussy is a 
Star!” glam up the glittery dance-floor.

If Of Montreal occupies the glammy sec-
tion of the dance club, then MgMt brings the 
modern psychedelia. This is especially true 
on the heavily dance-oriented new album 
Little Dark Age (Columbia), co-produced 
by MGMT, Dave Fridmann (of “Flaming Lips” 
fame) and Chairlift’s Patrick Wimberly. With a 
1980s synth-sensibility that recalls Jane Fon-
da in a leotard and headband, “She Works 
Out Too Much” gets things moving. In fact, 
much of the dance direction of what follows, 
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including “Me and Michael,” “James,” and 
“One Thing Left to Try” succeeds in making 
the 1980s sound fresh to 21st century listen-
ers.

Sounding like a male Lana Del Rey and 
(to a lesser degree) Lorde, the notoriously 
androgynous Børns (aka Garrett Borns) re-
turns with his second album Blue Madonna 
(Interscope). Like MGMT, Børns sounds as if 
he finds most of his inspiration in the 1980s. 
Seriously, “Sweet Dreams” sounds like it fell 
out of 1983. To his credit, Børns also knows 
the value of getting listeners on their feet, 
something he does with ease on “We Don’t 
Care,” “Man,” “Faded Heart,” and the brief 
interlude “Tension.”

Content (Hollywood), the title of the 
second album by Joywave, could have two 
potential meanings. It could refer to the 11 
songs – the content of the disc. It may also 
refer to the feeling of contentment, although 
“Doubt,” the hardest rocking tune here might 
put that in question. Regardless, Joywave 
delivers a flood of dance tracks here, includ-
ing “Rumors,” “Little Lies You’re Told,” “It’s a 
Trip” and “When You’re Bored.” t

Queer band Shopping performs on Sep-
tember 6th in Philadelphia at PhilmocA and 
on September 8th in dc at rock & roll Hotel.

Shopping
(the band)
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as Killian attempts to solve the crimes while 
putting him in danger.

As all this takes place, Killian’s love life 
is also examined effectively. Killian finds 
himself under pressure as he attempts to 
figure out what he wants. He is guided by 
his extended alternative family as well as 
sage advice from his mother.

There is much to describe regarding 
the plot and the characters but it would 
do no service to spoil any of the suspense 
here. What can be said is that Aterovis’s A 
change in Worlds is a solid Grisham-es-
que mystery thriller with a heart-pounding 
climax that makes us yearn for the sixth in-
stallment of the series. t

 

—continued from page 1

240-420-2180

LiveLy artS // BETWEEN THE COVERS

His earlier solutions to crimes led him to 
being employed as an assistant to a private 
investigator whose guidance and instruc-
tion led Killian to be sufficiently proficient 
in the field for him to probe cases on his 
own. On top of that Killian had a boyfriend 
named Asher. They broke up. A new boy-
friend Micah emerged. And the drama in-
volving these relationships came to head in 
the subplot in A change in Worlds.

The main storyline in this novel centers 
on the theft of potentially valuable artifacts 
from an archaeological excavation at a Na-
tive American site on the Eastern Shore. As 
well, Fletcher, a tribal elder, was assaulted, 
resulting in his suffering a heart attack in 
which he survived. 

Killian was asked to look into the thefts. 
Along the way, two people were murdered, 
with Killian narrowly escaping the same 
fate. Interspersed throughout is Killian’s 
awareness of angry spirits through his Gifts 
– angry because a sacred burial site has 
been disturbed by the archeologists – with 
one such spirit, seeing that Killian is an 
ally, ultimately saving his life. As quoted in 
the book, “The dead are not powerless … 
There is no death, only a change in worlds.”

Through Killian’s investigation, Aterovis 
takes the reader on numerous interviews 
of potential suspects regarding the thefts 
and murders. Each encounter provides a 
plausible reason not to rule the subject out 
altogether, but at the same time no direct 
linkage to the crimes could be established. 
The pace is brisk and the tension mounts 

DeaD but not Powerless

Bengali parents. The struggles 
between cultures and familial 
versus personal expectations 

run throughout this novel in both heart-
breaking and beautiful ways. 

While America for beginners gets off to 
a slow start and relies on some of tropes 
common to road-trip and culture-shock 
plots, the novel is emotional and humor-
ous. Pival and Jake are charming char-

acters, but readers 
do not have enough 
time to enjoy their in-
teractions. There are 
times where the book 
touches on the ugli-
ness behind preju-
dice and ignorance, 
but it only delves 
slightly. Franqui was 
smart in establish-
ing a backstory for 
her characters that 
highlighted their 
openness and em-
pathy. Otherwise, 
it would have been 
difficult to em-
brace the change 
that many char-
acters experience 
throughout the 
novel. 

America for 
beginners is a 

novel that illustrates how relationships can 
impact an individual for better or worse. 
These characters came from different 
backgrounds with different experiences, 
yet they impacted each other’s lives for the 
better. Its hopeful ending will leave read-
ers understanding that what separates us 
as humans is in our minds – not in borders 
or prejudices. t 

By Brynn DevereaUx
A road trip across America 
is the perfect balm needed 
to mend a broken heart. Or 
it’s an interesting way for 
a lost person to discover 
the things they didn’t know 
about themselves. This 
idea of “road trip” takes on 
a slightly different mean-
ing in the novel America 
for beginners. Instead of 
a stereotypical group of 
artists or lost twentysome-
things, this story features 
a Bengali widow and her 
guides as she travels 
across the US to uncov-
er the truth about her son 
and decide on whether she 
wants to live or die. 

In her debut novel, author Leah Fran-
qui tells a story of loss and acceptance. 
America for beginners starts with multiple 
characters feeling lost and dejected. Pival 
Sengupta’s husband passes away (a death 
she does not mourn), and she decides to 
leave a town she’s lived 
in for her entire life to 
find out if her son is ac-
tually dead. His death 
could be a cruel lie used 
by her husband to cover 
up his recent coming out 
to his parents. Her tour 
guide, Satya, is a Bangla-
deshi man pretending to 
be Bengali and who has 
stolen a job from his best 
friend and only companion 
left from home. Rebecca 
Elliot, Pival’s travel part-
ner, is an aspiring actress 
who can’t find her break, 
dealing with her parents’ 
disappointment via booze 
and men. This trio couldn’t 
be more different, and each 
character’s unique expe-
riences and perspectives 
help transform the others. 

The story is told from 
multiple points of view. Piv- al, Satya, 
and Rebecca are obvious choices for nar-
rators as they are the ones embarking on 
the road trip. However, their story is pep-
pered with chapters from Jake, a gay land-
scape architect living in Los Angeles, who 
navigates a relationship with Bhim, a man 
who struggles between wanting to love 
Jake freely and pleasing his traditional 

A Road Trip of Acceptance
America for 

Beginners 
features a 

Bengali widow 
and her guides 
as she travels 

across the US to 
decide whether 

she wants to live 
or die

AUTHOR JOSH ATEROVIS will host 
a book release party on September 
3rd at the Windup Space (12 West 
North Avenue, Baltimore) from 7 to 
10 pm. The event celebrates the re-
lease of A change of Worlds and the 
upcoming release of Never Alone 
and other Stories, Aterovis’s book of 
short stories.

All five books in the Killian Kendall 
series will be available for sale. There 
will also be readings and drag perfor-
mances including local favorite Betty 
O’Hellno. t

Book Release 
Party

author Leah Franqui
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By FranKie KUJawa
Baltimore’s 2018 King of Pride, Chris Jay, 
has ascended from humble beginnings to 
promote LGBTQ awareness and inclusiv-
ity. They (Jay’s preferred pronoun) re-
cently chatted with baltimore ouTloud 
to discuss how photography became a 
passion, their current reign as King of 
Pride 2018, and their new project The 

Q u e e r -
book: The 
Q u e e r 
Performers 
Yearbook. 

“I would de-
scribe my current 
reign as King of 
Pride 2018 as 

eye-opening,” Jay began. “It’s been ex-
actly a year since I was named King of 
Pride 2018. The way that I’ve been able 
to connect to Baltimore is unlike any way 
that a person can connect to a city. It has 
really defined the word service and what 
it means to give back to your community, 
as well as to be present and available to 
people.” Jay continued, “At least for me, 
this opportunity was much more than just 
being a drag king. I was able to be part of 
a lot of events to help people raise a lot of 
money. It’s been a great year!”

For Jay, a Columbia, Maryland, native, 
the process of becoming King of Pride was 
something they embarked on in their own 
manner. “It’s not a traditional pageant in the 
sense of the person with the most rhine-
stones or is the most glamorous, wins. It’s 
a contest of who has the most to offer the 
community, and who is prepared to do the 
service. The whole contest consists of an 
interview, wearing a ‘pride’ outfit and doing 
a performance. In my opinion, compared 

job, he gave me a chance. Looking back, 
that was almost 20 years ago. After working 
there for a few years, I continued in the pho-
tography field and until I started working as 
a school photographer. I travelled all around 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Vir-
ginia doing school yearbook pictures.” 

Jay’s connections to people in the 
LGBTQ community is what eventually led to 
a creative and artistic renaissance. “Through 
being able to connect to people, I was able to 
do more things with my personal art. That’s 
how the idea of Queerbook started coming 
about.” Jay continued to explain that Queer-
book is a yearbook-style photo book of queer 
performers across the country. “Meeting so 
many people here in Baltimore was enough 
for me to say that every single person here 
is important enough to be recognized with a 
photograph in a book, and that’s my goal.”

This is obviously a huge undertaking 
both creatively and financially, but for some-
one as talented and tenacious as Jay. it’s 
evident that they are working hard to make 
those dreams a reality.

For more information on Jay’s photog-
raphy, Queerbook, and “Coffee with Chris,” 
visit: Chrisjayphoto.com. t

... with 
Baltimore’s 
2018 King of 
Pride 

to other pageants, it’s very simple. Last 
year, my pride wear theme was ‘Post-Apoc-
alyptic Pride Protester.’ So, I wore a hoodie 
that was lined in EL wire (the glowing neon 
lights) with a pair of digital sunglasses that 
you could have words come across. I had 
the words ‘Fuck Trump’ going across the 
glasses. I held a poster which said, ‘The First 
Pride was a riot.’ I also had a brick painted in 
the trans colors because the first person to 
throw a brick was a trans person.” 

Jay recalled, “Everyone else was color-
ful, and I was very real. This was the first 
pageant I had ever done, and I honestly 
didn’t even know what else to do. Other peo-
ple were very cheery, and some said that I 
shouldn’t have worn black because it’s not a 
color in the pride flag. But I thought, ‘Aren’t 
I supposed to represent pride?’ I eventually 
went on to win and be crowned King of Pride 
2018.”

For Jay, along with the title came many 

A Royal Repartee 
PeOPLe in OUr neighBOrhOOD

opportunities that were presented 
throughout the year. “At one 

point, I was performing 
three times a week. 

That was a lot, 
especially for me 

having my 
own busi-
ness and 

having just gotten 
married.” Along with 

l e a r n - ing how to DJ, Jay also 
continued to focus on their Facebook 

show, “coffee with chris.” “I really 
started moving with ‘coffee with chris,’ 

and I was able to talk to a lot of people 
about a lot of issues in the city.” 

Photography is also something that 
has developed into a creative outlet for Jay. 
“Right out of high school, my mom made me 
get a job. I went to the mall taking applica-
tions from everywhere. One of which was 
for JC Penny’s portrait studio. I filled out the 
applications and turned them in, but never 
heard back. My mom told me that I need-
ed to go back and find out why they didn’t 
call me. When I did, the manager told me 
that I didn’t fill out the application all the way. 
Since I told him I was really interested in the 

Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems

Chris
Jay



22 t  BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD      AUGUST 17, 2018 •  bALTImoreouTLoud.com

Rockin' It Country Style
FEATURING:

 The KSGRA
Royalty Team

       Country Artist
Donnie Lee Strickland

August 18, 2018 

Eyler's Stables
137 Emmitsburg Rd
Thurmont, MD 21788

Doors open at 6pm
Show starts at 7pm

To purchase tickets:
Visit ksgra.org

Tickets can be purchased online for $35 per adult or are $40 per 
adult at the door.  Ticket price includes admission as well as 
appetizers, drinks and an open bar. 

All proceeds benefit the Keystone State Gay Rodeo Association.  
KSGRA is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-profit organization whose 
purpose is to promote the country and western lifestyle and rodeo 
type events within the LGBT community and their allies. 

An event for adults 18 and over only

was slightly delayed, but only by a few mo-
ments. Then, she came stomping down the 
aisle, scowl on her face. She reached the front, 
visibly plastered a fake smile on her face, and 
turned to watch for the bride’s entrance. It was 
one of the most awkward wedding moments 
I’ve ever seen.

The bride, oblivious to what had just oc-
curred, smiled as she made her entrance. 
She looked radiant and was the stereotype of 
a beautiful bride on her wedding day. Then, I 
saw a family friend approach the groomsman 
at the end of the line and hand him the ring 
box. It was passed from person to person until 
it reached the best man, who slickly passed it 
to the ring bearer at the appropriate time. Ev-
erything went off without a hitch. We found out 
later that the Matron of Honor was angry be-
cause no one remembered the rings and she 
had to run and get them. 

The older sister went home two days later 
and the entire family breathed a sign of relief. 
The drama was gone. Because, although the 
wedding was gorgeous, the reception lots of 
fun, and our Sunday brunch relaxing, the dra-
ma left us all drained. 

Drama hurts us all and most of the time, 
it’s completely unnecessary. Having a con-
versation, talking it out, can make situations 
easier to bear, but throwing fits, moaning, 
and groaning are never a good way to solve a 
problem. The Bible tells us to treat each other 
as we would like to be treated. Even if you’re 
not a church-going person, it seems to me that 
little piece of 2,000-year-old advice still holds 
true today. Be kind to each other! t

rev. Kelly crenshaw is the mom of 16 
adopted kids, two biological kids, guardian 
of one baby girl and foster mom of dozens. 
Some are lesbian, some gay, some straight, 
and some bisexual. Kelly founded a K-12 day 
school where kids could have a safe, bully-free 
environment for learning. She is co-owner of 
a counselling agency that works with children 
and their families.

Unfortunately, she chose to move in with an 
old boyfriend rather than strike out on her own. 
Now, the older sister is publicly slamming her 
sister for this choice. However, the older sis-
ter seems to forget that she walked away from 
two of her children over 15 years ago, when 
they were babies. We adopted them and have 
raised them ever since. 

We had more of the same this past week-
end. Family began to gather for a wedding. 
One of our girls was getting married and, be-
fore festivities could even begin, the drama 
started. The bride decided to have a small 
wedding. She’s not comfortable being in the 
spotlight. So, the guest list was limited to her 
closest family and friends. She didn’t invite any 
of her siblings who didn’t live close-by except 
for one. And, this is the one that decided to 
bring drama.

When the sister arrived in town, she 
brought with her an attitude the size of Texas. 
She was rude to everyone and bossed around 
the younger kids. She didn’t like that the kids 
mowed the grass. That was too much work. 
She didn’t like that the kids wouldn’t help with 
the wedding preparations. That was too much 
laziness. She didn’t like that I had a million er-
rands to run as we prepared for the wedding. 
She didn’t like that I was stuck in my room al-
tering all of the dresses. She didn’t like it when 
the bride and I decided to go to lunch after a 
morning appointment. She didn’t like …. Well, 
let’s just say that she didn’t like much.

The wedding day dawned sunny and 
bright, for a change. I left for the venue early 
that morning, heading to pick up the wedding 
cake on the way. I met the florist there and we 
began putting the room in order. It was gor-
geous. Our florist, a family friend, took it upon 
himself to provide a lot more flowers than we’d 
ordered. The arrangements were amazing. 
The aisle was lined with baby’s breath. French 
doors were softened with curtains of tulle. The 
effect was magical. We rushed around and got 
everyone dressed and ready to go. I took my 
place and the wedding began.

The bridesmaids walked down. All looked 
amazing. Even one of the bridesmaids who 
never wears dresses, appeared comfortable – 
at least for the day. Then, it was time for the 
Matron of Honor to make her entrance. She 

I hate family drama. Actually, I’m not fond of 
drama of any kind, but I particularly loathe fam-
ily drama. You know what I mean – that kind 
of drama where family members gossip about 
each other, making up “facts” and distorting 

the truth. And, I’ve found that most people who 
like to spread the drama are the ones who 
have similar stories of their own.

For example, one of my grown kids has 
been criticizing a younger sibling for walking 
away from her kids. She has two little boys 
and isn’t in a good place to provide for them. 
She felt the boys were better off with their dad 
than with her as she tried to make a new life. 

  OUt in the vaLLey 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Drama Can 
Hurt Us All
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A few days ago, I was attacked by a 
mouse. Thus, began one of the most mem-
orable, and ridiculous, experiences of my 
adult life.
It happened at about two in the morning. I 
woke with a start, flailing. 
I vaguely re-
member feel-
ing something 
soft and fuzzy 
in my hand 
that was sud-
denly no lon-
ger there, fol-
lowed by a soft 
thud against 
the wall and 
small scurrying 
sounds across 
my bedroom 
floor. I quickly 
switched on the 
light, terrified and confused, only to find a 
small trace of blood on my thumb, which 
throbbed with the kind of pain one usually 
associates with a pin prick. And, like a pin 
prick, the wound was barely visible.

I washed my thumb and stumbled back 
to bed. The following morning, I emailed 
a friend (a doctor) and asked his advice. 
He replied, saying to go to urgent care 
for a tetanus shot and antibiotics. And no, 
don’t worry about rabies. (He had read my 
mind.)

I followed his advice, only to be turned 
away from urgent care. Upon explaining 
that I thought I had been bitten by a mouse 
while sleeping, the receptionist asked if I 
knew the mouse. I said no, which caused 
her to transform into an air traffic control-
ler, waving her arms in the international 
symbol for “Get out of here you rabid luna-
tic!” I was referred to the ER, where I was 
to request a series of painful vaccinations 
because, as she put it, I might already 
have rabies.

During the next four hours I waited 
to see a doctor and replayed the recep-
tionist’s words in my brain: I might have 
rabies. I braced myself for the notoriously 

painful vaccinations, injected into the ab-
domen, and wondered what would happen 
if they didn’t work. By the time I saw a doc-
tor, I had full-blown rabies. At least in my 
own mind.

It turns out mice don’t carry rabies. 
Ever. My friend was right – I was given a 
tetanus shot, a course of antibiotics, and 
sent on my way. I was relieved, but also 
surprised at myself. How had I devolved 
from a charmingly neurotic human to a ra-
bid mongrel in a matter of hours?

The answer is: Because I let someone 
else’s perception alter my reality. Our per-
ception is our reality: we see the world, 
and ourselves, as we believe them to be. 
In this case, I let the opinion of an unin-
formed receptionist change what I knew 
about myself: that I was just a guy with 

a weird mouse-
bite story whose 
trusted doc-
tor-friend had 
specifically told 
not to worry 
about rabies. 
Her position 
and her per-
spective over-
powered mine. 
I became ra-
bid.

I think 
many of us in 
our commu-

nity have had experiences in which we’re 
told by authority figures that our percep-
tion of reality and ourselves is wrong and 
theirs is right. Many of us have been told 
that our interests, our identities, the ways 
we present and express ourselves are 
“wrong.” Sometimes it’s indirectly, con-
veyed by a raised eyebrow or sideways 
look. Other times we’re told outright that 
something about us is wrong. Every time it 
makes us doubt ourselves.

Having been down this path before, I 
can tell you that letting other people define 
your reality is a surefire way to develop-
ing your own kind of rabies. If you spend 
your life doubting yourself, you’ll never be 
happy and certainly never be satisfied. It’s 
enough to make you foam at the mouth. 
That’s why I don’t do that anymore, and I 
hope you won’t, either. 

… Unless you’ve been bitten by a 
strange animal in the middle of the night 
and WebMD says to get checked out. In 
that case, be flexible and perceive your re-
ality as a ridiculous, hilarious adventure. t

My Run-in With 
Rabies

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s

rabid? i’m 
merely 

infectiously 
cute!

  OUt in the vaLLey 

By Brian geOrge hOSe
The folks at Hagerstown Hopes have had a 
very busy summer. Hagerstown Pride was 
a huge success, with an estimated 3,000 
people in attendance, dozens of vendors, 
and a massive outpouring of support from 
the local com-
munity. We 
are grateful 
to everyone 
who has vol-
unteered their 
time, energy, 
and talents 
in supporting 
Hagers town 
Hopes’ efforts 
to reach out 
to and get in-
volved in our local communities. Now, after 
months of work, we are ready to tell you 
about some of the many ways we would like 
to support you, our community.

We care about all members of our com-
munity and are happy to announce that we 
will be sponsoring our first trans community 
event, Trans Meet Up, on August 18th. This 
event is for transgender and gender-non-
conforming individuals to come together 
in a social setting. The event is limited to 
the trans and gender-nonconforming com-
munities in the interests of safety and pri-
vacy. We hope that this will be the first of 
many trans-related events, and one of the 
purposes of the meet-up is to learn how 
we can best serve the community in Hag-
erstown and the surrounding areas. If you 
would like to attend, please message Hag-
erstown Hopes directly through Facebook 
for the details. 

One of our missions is to provide a safe, 
supportive, and affirming place for the youth 
in our community. Currently there are sev-
eral GSAs (gay-straight alliances) in local 
public schools. Once classes are in session 
we will be meeting with GSA members and 
leaders to discuss ways that we can support 
them. One of the best ways we can lend 
support is by providing a meeting space for 
GSA members and students from different 
schools to hangout and get to know each 
other in a supervised environment. We plan 
to host youth nights on a regular basis and 
have discussed offering resources and ac-
tivities that students feel would be most 
beneficial to them. Updates will be posted 
on our Facebook page and our website.

Like every other town in our region, 
Hagerstown has been affected by the on-

going heroin and opioid crisis. To address 
this, we began looking into creating LGBTQ 
AA and NA groups. We quickly realized 
that creating a network of meeting sites 
and facilitators will take time. In the mean-

time, we are looking into creating a general 
substance-abuse support group, a place 
for people in recovery to share the things 
they may hold back during mixed AA and 
NA meetings. We are currently looking 
for group facilitators who have participat-
ed in 12-step programs to lead the group. 
If you are interested in being a facilitator, 
please email us at outreach@hagerstown-
hopesmd.org.

We’re also making it easier to get in-
volved with us. Thanks to the generosity of 
Shenandoah Business Solutions, Hager-
stown Hopes will be unveiling our new web-
site (hagerstownhopesmd.org) on Tuesday, 
August 14. I’ve seen a preview of the web-
site, and it’s some top-notch work. There’s 
now a “Get Involved” button you can click if 
you’d like to sign up to be a volunteer. 

Hagerstown Hopes will still be using 
our Facebook account to share information 
about upcoming events. If you haven’t al-
ready, please like and follow us to stay up 
to date on what we’re bringing to the com-
munity. We have a free skating party sched-
uled for Sunday, August 19th at Turner’s 
Skate Palace on Virginia Avenue in Hag-
erstown. Admission and skate rentals are 
on us; refreshments are available for pur-
chase. We also host a variety of nights out 
– opportunities to socialize and strengthen 
our community. We’d love to see you there!

Most importantly, we want to hear from 
you! Our goal is to respond to the wants and 
needs of our community, and we can’t do 
that without hearing from you! So please, 
say hello and tell us how we can help. t

Learn more at Hagerstownhopesmd.org

Hagerstown Hopes is 
Open For Business
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Pet lovers, pet owners, kids, 
and pets – this is
THE day for you.  

It’s a dog day extravaganza 
filled with tons of activities for 

both humans and dogs.
You don’t need to have a dog 

with you to love DogFest 

SAT., SEPT. 15  • 10am-4pm
PLACE:  Baltimore Humane Society

1601 Nicodemus Rd.,  Reisterstown, MD  21136

• $10 & Kids under 12 free when purchased 
online; $15 at the door & $10/kids 6-12; 

Kids age 5 and Under and Dogs ALWAYS FREE
• Free Parking, Rain or Shine

• For tickets, walk registration,
and more:  dogfest.org

• Contact: goldband@bmorehumane.org
Tel: 410-833-8848 ext. 202

Beat the lines and get a discount when you buy your
tickets online at http://dogfest.org!

Roland Park Place – Baltimore City’s only certifi ed Continuing 
Care Retirement Community – will soon be transformed, 

adding 8 new stories and 58 spacious new residences,
to create the perfect setting for your Baltimore story.

Pending final approval from Maryland Department of Aging

READY FOR MOVE-IN 
FALL 2020

443.338.6212
RolandParkPlace.org

NEW GROWTH ON
WEST 40TH STREET.

DINING OUT

Jake’s Old Baltimore Style 
Seafood
19178 Coastal Highway
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware
302-644-7711 
Jakesseafoodhouse.com

There’s something about being at the 
beach that makes me crave seafood. Oys-
ters, crabs, rockfish, oh my! While tanning 
myself on the beach, a simple search of 
area restaurants led to a new 
discovery. Half of 
the seafood restau-
rants in Rehoboth 
are owned by one 
of a couple parent 
companies, all hav-
ing menus that are 
too similar to each 
other. All I wanted 
was rockfish stuffed 
with crab imperial. If 
you grew up along 
the Chesapeake, 
you would under-
stand how simple 
this craving was. 
Instead, search af-
ter search of area 
seafood restaurant 
menus produced 
about as much diver-
sity as an alt-right parade. While the food 
is good at a lot of these places, I expect 
more from an area whose food options 
have historically been known for original-
ity. Fortunately, there was one establish-
ment that did not disappoint.

Being a part-time local to the Lewes / 
Rehoboth area, I must 
have driven past 
Jake’s Old Balti-
more Style Seafood 
more times than 
Melania has had 
“a headache.” 
It’s one of those 
unassuming buildings 
on Coastal Highway we are 
quick to look away from. Given 
that this was the only place I could 
find that offered what I was looking 

for, it was time for a review.
Walking into Jake’s, I noticed that the 

place was big inside and clean looking. 
The ambiance may not have been anything 
exciting, but the first few specialty drinks 
brought to us went down fast. I suggest 
the Mango Beach or Sunset Summertini, 
each made with pureed mango and some 
of the stronger libations. If your date is a 
hot mess after looking at a glass of wine, 
order him or her a Riptide and let it be a 
pleasant surprise.

The food menu offered a larger variety 
than I found on neighboring menus. You 
could tell that the Island Coconut Shrimp 
was made with freshly shaved coconut 
and paired perfectly with the mango and 
rum drinks. The scallops seared in a mild 
mango sauce was another original delight 
and was a good segue into the crab cakes. 
About those cakes … ask for them to be 

fried in peanut oil. It 
was like eating a crab 
that just ate a bucket 
of boardwalk fries – 
and it was wonderful! 
A few drops of ci-
der vinegar and the 
crab dances in your 
mouth.

I couldn’t leave 
without trying the 
main dish that at-
tracted me here: the 
rockfish stuffed with 
crab imperial. This 
was a large por-
tion of very meaty 
fish stuffed with 
lots of jumbo lump 
crab meat in a 
well-seasoned and 
mildly rich imperial 

sauce. The imperial sauce 
relied more on the flavor of 
the crab and seasoning in-
stead of too much cream. It 

had that home-cooked taste instead of the 
overly-rich textbook version. That would 
have otherwise ruined a hot night at the 

beach. 
Next time you are in the Lewes / 

Rehoboth area, make a point to vis-
it Jake’s. It may not be right 

on the water, but there was 
plenty of parking, was easy 
to come and go, and it can 

also handle large crowds. 
There are plenty of options 
for those with land-dwelling 
cravings, too. t

If fish’s the 
dish, Jake’s 
the place 
that takes 
the cake!

Munch
Michael Ritmiller

On This
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Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY from 11am – 3pm
With$ 15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s,

Sangria and  EVO Craft Drafts

OFF THE VINE WEDNESDAYS
½ Off Select Bottles of Wine All Day

TAP THAT THURSDAYS – All Taps Half Off

HAPPY HOUR: Wed. – Sat. from  3pm – 7pm

OUR TERRACE IS OPEN! 

Shucking Sundays
A Dozen Oysters and 2 brews or wine for $20

Meatless Mondays
$15 for a Veggie Burger and

Bu�alo Brussel Sprouts

Burger & A Beer Tuesday
$12 for A Purist Burger and

an EVO Craft Draft

Wine Wednesdays
1/2 O� Select Bottles of WIne

Mussel Mania Thursdays
All You can Eat Mussel $25 per person

Happy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 7pm

Fabulous Brunch Every 
Saturday & Sunday 

11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
with $15 Bottomless 

Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s, 
Sangria and EVO 

Craft Drafts

1604 Kelly Avenue.  
Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240  
nickeltaphouse.com

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Penguin Pils now available
in 16oz cans!

Introducing Lumen
Our new beer brewed speci�cally

for Light City!

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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Your wedding planning – just like your wed-
ding – is a spiritual, emotional, and physical 
experience. It involves contemplation, con-
versation, and even collaboration. There are 
big decisions to make, serious discussions 
to have, and often, a jillion details to man-
age. Almost every relationship in your world 
will be considered and examined. There are 
places to go and people to see. That’s a lot 
to do! 

Couples that haven’t prepared them-
selves for wedding planning often fall into 
confusion and chaos. So here are ten steps 
to help you plan your wedding with ease and 
joy.

Do it together – Two of the most joyful 
experiences partners can have are learning 
new things and creating something together. 
Planning your wedding is exactly that. It’s an 
adventure that will bring you face-to-face with 
all sorts of opportunities for discovery, cre-
ativity, and reflection. Like every adventure, 
there will be hard moments 
full of fear and uncertainty. 
Working through those to-
gether are part of what cre-
ates the “youness” of your 
union.

hold space for each 
other – Some planning de-
cisions will come easily for 
you while others may take 
more work. Be  patient with 
each other. Look for com-
mon ground. Explore the 
“heart” and “head” aspects 
of each decision. Holding 
good space for each other and being in a 
mindset of discovery and wonder will serve 
you well in keeping the planning process 
centered around making your wedding a cel-
ebration of love and unity.

Make it fun – Set an intention together 
to make the planning process fun, full of joy, 
and easy for each other. Weddings are joy-
ful occasions. Your wedding planning should 
(and can!) be, too. Enjoy the process. If it’s 

The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN

Ten Steps to
Mindful Wedding 

Planning

getting too hard, take a break, breathe, and 
look at what’s making it that way. 

Fill your planning with love – Love is 
what brought you together. I guarantee that 
it will sustain you through your wedding plan-
ning! The trick is to mindful about keeping 
love front and center. 

hold loosely to everything that you’ve 
ever heard about planning a wedding – 
Let it all exist in the universe for the taking 
– or not. There are many traditions, both old 
and new, as well as sacred and secular rit-
uals from which to draw. Make thoughtful, 
conscious decisions about which of them will 
serve you well, and which will not.

accept advice from others with grati-
tude – Most advice-givers are well-meaning 
in their intentions. Accept their advice with 
grace and kindness. Smile and say thank 
you, even though you may be thinking, “nev-
er in a million years would I do that!” 

Keep your own counsel – Nobody, or 
at least, not many people, need to know until 
the day of your wedding how it will look and 
feel – or if you’ve taken their advice. 

give yourself the gift of time – Wed-
ding planning takes time. There is informa-
tion to gather, places and people to visit, 
and time to spend talking, considering, and 
reflecting with your partner. Give yourself the 
gift of time to do all of these things, and to 
do them well. The more time you devote to 
your wedding planning, the less stress you’ll 
experience.

Be creative! Be willing to create some-
thing new and exciting that speaks to who 
you are as a couple and what you believe 
about marriage. If you’re working with wed-
ding professionals, use them to their fullest 

by drawing on their profes-
sional experience for new 
and interesting ideas. 

Make it personal – 
Your wedding is your wed-
ding. How it looks, feels, 
sounds, and tastes is 
entirely up to you. Big or 
small, simple or complex, 
plain or fancy, all are per-
fectly okay. What matters is 
that you create a wedding 
with meaning for you, one 
that honors and supports 
your new marriage. Let it 

be an experience that expresses your sacred 
union and honors those who have come to 
celebrate it. 

Next time: cost-effective wedding dé-
cor. t

david L. egan is the proprietor and stew-
ard of chase court, a wedding and event ven-
ue in downtown baltimore. Visit chasecourt.
com, and follow chasecourtWeddingVenue 
on Instagram and Facebook.

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

qUaLity OF LiFe
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Operated by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC

Making Your Real Estate Fantasies Come True...

Renee Batson, REALTOR® 
Mobile: (443)739-8818 
Office: (410)647-2222 

@HousedbyRenee  #HousedbyRenee

qUaLity OF LiFe  // YOUR MONEY

Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger & Lauren Lynch

A passage from Al-Anon text reads, “Let 
me reflect how much damage I may have 
done, and may still do, by saying the first 
thing that comes to mind. Let me realize 
that the worst reaction of unbridled an-
ger falls upon me. What I say in a single 
moment of uncontrolled rage can have 
inconceivable long-range consequenc-
es.” Reading this in the morning, and then 
again a few hours later, the words began 
to sink in.

I might add that while these sentences 
are not necessary intended for the work-
place, there is certainly an ability to apply 
them so. While it is less likely people come 
from a place of rage at work, they certainly 
do come from a place of “saying the first 
thing that comes to mind.” Throughout my 
career, I’ve come across employees who 
have no inside filter. These employees 
are very expressive, and have no problem 
blurting out their immediate thoughts. Un-
fortunately, I have found these employees 
are not self-aware, 
nor understand the 
dynamic of how to 
successfully navigate 
through the politics of 
an organization. Most 
of the time, these im-
mediate thoughts are 
negative in nature. 
These employees do 
not realize the impres-
sions they leave with 
coworkers with their 
words, and are often times, are 
toxic to building a cohesive team. These 
employees are also referred to as the pes-
simists. 

There are employees who also insti-
gate and bully. These employees do come 
from a place of anger. The instigators pit 
people against each other, thrive on drama 
and unrest, and use anger and negativi-
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ty to get what they want. The bully is the 
most toxic employee there is. They often 
belittle and insult others with their words 
and actions; the bully is loud and negative. 
Very often, when confronted about these 
behaviors, these employees will want to 
blame and point fingers, as of course, it is 
everyone else’s fault.

Feedback I’ve received from col-
leagues working with pessimists, instiga-
tors, and bullies, reads very common to 
those you would find from living with a 
full-blown alcoholic. Some verbatim com-
ments include such things like, “I try not 
to provoke her,” “If I stop asking so many 
questions, maybe he will not lash out at 
me,” “I am beginning to question my ability 
to do my job,” “I am losing sleep over this. 
I fear what my next interaction with her 
will be like,” “She yelled at me in front of 

a group of colleagues. It made me feel like 
I had no worth. I was mortified.” And there 
are many other statements I could list. As 
I hear of these bad working situations, I 
hear a theme of self-blame, and a need to 
shape behavior so not to “poke the bear,” 
so to speak. 

Given that our pessimists, instiga-
tors, and bullies are often not in a recov-

ery program to fix the 
error of their ways, 
there is some advice 
I would recommend 
to their victims. This 
advice is to take care 
of yourself first. By 
learning to focus on 
ourselves, our atti-
tudes and well-being 
will improve. From 
Al-Anon literature, 
it states, “We learn 

not to suffer because of the 
actions or reactions of other people. We 
learn not to allow ourselves to be used or 
abused by others.” Again, words not meant 
for the workplace, but absolutely applica-
ble to our workplace.

“Be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
wrath, for the truth of man worketh not the 
righteousness of God” – General Epistle of 
James t

Before it 
comes to 
this...

Have you ever said this 
about colleagues? “I try 
not to provoke her,” “If 
I stop asking so many 
questions, maybe he 

will not lash out at me.”
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a brotherhood. Leather titleholders were 
that welcoming bridge that represented our 
community in a positive light. Everything 
changes because four people running a 
bar can’t get along? 

Isn’t it enough that the haters in our 
country now feel like they are in charge? 
The Mid-Atlantic leather community was 
my sanctuary from the outside world. Now 
it is in turmoil, too. 

How do we survive this? Let’s start by 
not fighting over a bar closing. If it reopens 
or doesn’t reopen – so what? Let’s not 

I’ve been writing this column since 2005. 
At that time no one in this area was writ-
ing a column about the leather community. 
Events were not being documented, leath-
er titleholders were not being interviewed, 
and upcoming leather events were not 
being promoted. I’ve always tried to keep 
my columns positive and upbeat. I want 
to build our community not tear it down. 
(There are plenty of other others who 
would like to do that.) 

I discovered the leather community in 
1984 at The Gallery when I first moved 
to Baltimore and have been a member 
of a leather club for over 20 years. I’ve 

met lots of people and have 
had many wonderful experiences. I’ve al-
ways been proud of the camaraderie of 
the leather brotherhood. We are family. 
In November 2016, after it looked like the 
country was being torn apart by a divisive 
presidential election, I was thankful that I 
had the Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman event 
that Friday. When I walked into the crowd-
ed “meet and greet” at Mixer’s bar my spir-
its were soon lifted. Our country was divid-
ed but our Mid-Atlantic leather community 
was strong. We would get through the dark 
days together. 

A year and a half ago after much work 
and renovation and an endless struggle 

divide the leather community over which 
bar owner you believe. It will all play out 
in court. Let’s come together as we once 
did and support each other. Let’s start by 
showing up in force for Mid-Atlantic Leath-
er Woman, Atlantic States Leather Week-
end, Maryland Leather Weekend, and 
the many other leather club events in our 
area. Our community is not about a bar. 
It is about leather people and acceptance. 
Can we move forward together? I think we 
can. t

over liquor license issues, two couples 
reopened the Baltimore Eagle bar. It was 
very different from the old Baltimore Ea-
gle. Like anything that is new and differ-
ent some liked it, and some did not. Some 
embraced the new cleaner upscale space, 
and some longed for the dive bar that was 
once the home of all the area’s leather 
clubs. For the most part, the community 
supported the new space. 

A few weeks ago, after many manage-
ment disagreements that included every-
thing from a messy divorce to accusations 
of illegal acts, the bar closed. These things 
happen. Businesses open and close every 
month in our city. I saw it coming. But I 
was not prepared for the firestorm of hate, 
fake news, and alternative facts that the 
closing of a bar released in our local leath-
er community. It was not bad enough that 
we have a divided nation – we now have 
a divided leather community as members 
take sides in a business dispute. 

I tried to stay out of it. Although my 
phone was blowing up with questions, I 
didn’t write a column about it last issue. 
I saw one-sided articles in other publi-
cations. I saw all kinds of nasty posts on 

social media, but I did 
not share any or for 
the most part did not 
add my comments. 
(There was one post 
crying that with the 
closing of the Balti-
more Eagle we no 
longer had any LGBT 
bars. I couldn’t resist 
adding: “How about 
Leon’s, Grand Cen-
tral, Drinkery, Row-
an Tree, Mixer’s, 
and the Gallery?” 
Wouldn’t it be nice 
that instead of com-
plaining about one 
bar closing we went 

out and supported the other 
ones that have been around 
for years?) I even saw a 
post where someone from 
another state commented 
that the Baltimore Eagle 

was the main reason that they came to 
Baltimore. Image how I felt when a current 
leather titleholder replied that they should 
just stay the f – out of Baltimore. 

I know I’ve been around along time 
and I know it’s the first sign of being old 
when you say: “I remember when …” But 
I remember when leather folks supported 
one another. It didn’t matter which leather 
club you belonged to, what bar you drank 
at, or what state you lived in. There was 

What I Think

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

Leather

Don’t get 
mad. Don’t 
get even. 
Just count 
your leather 
blessings!
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993

227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850

Stop in and meet our NEWEST BARTENDER JOE
Saturday and Sunday

Let's not forget to come out and see JOSIE
Baltimore's Best Bartender

Stop in and meet our NEWEST BARTENDER JOE
Saturday and Sunday

Let's not forget to come out and see JOSIE
Baltimore's Best Bartender

•BEST PRICES IN TOWN
•KARAOKE SUNDAY  9 p.m.-12

•TUESDAY SHOW TUNES
with Jayson 8 p.m.-10 p.m

•DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY 
9 p.m. till the music stops
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALOON

FINANCIAL MASSAGE

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

Affordable Massage Therapy
by MARK

CALL MARK 
410-653-3084

• In-call: $45 hr or $65/1-1/2 hrs
• Out-call: $25 extra

• Swedish & Deep Tissue massage
• Licensed 20+ years experience

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 W. Lexington Street  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

 Grand Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649

Be part of our 
Professional 

Service 
Directory.  For  

more information
Contact Mary at 

410-802-1310
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Modern Family available with Xfi nity On Demand

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. No Celebrity Endorsement Implied. ©2018 Comcast. All rights reserved.

Life Refl ected.
On X1, it’s pride all year, only with Xfi nity.℠ There’s power in seeing yourself on screen, and that’s why Xfi nity created a 

fi rst-of-its-kind community endorsed LGBTQ Film & TV Collection. With Xfi nity On Demand, you have access to thousands of 

TV shows and movies at home and on-the-go. Simply say, “Pride” into the X1 Voice Remote to easily immerse yourself in an 

awesome, diverse collection of content that refl ects all of you. Simple. Easy. Awesome.

Find yourself at xfi nity.com/LGBTQ
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