
Sharon Brackett won 
her first term of office in 
Baltimore’s district 46 
– the first transgender 
person to be elected in 
any contested race in 
Maryland.

counties. Baltimore OUTloud is unaware 
of any openly LGBT candidates who stood 
in the Republican primaries.

While Baltimore OUTloud has been un-
able to locate data on the num-
ber of candidates standing for 
public office during each past 
election cycle in Maryland, the 
overall number of candidates 
winning their primary bid for 
public office has not substan-
tially changed.

The only LGBT candidate to 
stand for the US Senate from 

Maryland was Chelsea Manning, who 
came in second with over 32,000 votes 

out of a field of eight Democrats. 

herently queer and being wel-
come. It’s easy to forget I’m ‘dif-
ferent’ sometimes, but sharing a 
night at Oriole Park at Camden 
Yards – something I love doing 
and always have – with people 
who look like me and walk like 
me and love like me was so 
wonderful.” 

She hosted an unofficial event page 
on Facebook to gin up the turnout. “If we 
could mobilize as many ticket purchases 
as possible, the Orioles would know that 
we wanted this night, this night was spe-
cial, and we want it to keep happening. 
And I think we showed up in awesome 
numbers and our love was louder than the 
hate,” she said.
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‘The fact that this 
was just a plain 

ol’ baseball game 
made my heart 

happy’

Lisa Davidson does not 
drink and often feels 
alienated because so 
many queer spaces and 
events revolve around 
drinking. So, when she 
learned that the Balti-
more Orioles announced 
it will host its very first 
official LGBT Pride Night on June 27th, 
Davidson was eager to participate. 

“The fact that this was just a plain ol’ 
baseball game made my heart happy,” 
Davidson, a resident of Bel Air, Mary-
land, told Baltimore OUTloud after the 

game. “I loved 
being invited 
into a space 
that wasn’t in-

By Bill Redmond-PalmeR
The 2018 primary election cycle in Mary-
land has ended and was a year of many 
firsts, and milestones for the LGBT com-
munity. This year 14 openly LGBT 
candidates ran as Democrats for 
governor, lieutenant governor, 
state senator and state delegate 
in ten legislative districts across 
the state, in Baltimore City as 
well as Anne Arundel, Montgom-
ery, and Prince Georges counties. 
One transgender candidate ran 
for US Senate, and many more 
candidates ran for local offices 
in those counties as well as 
Frederick and St. Mary’s 

P r e v i o u s l y 
the total LGBT 
delegation to 
Annapolis in-
cluded one state 

—continued on page 5

—see page 4

US Senate 
candidate 

Chelsea  
Manning 

places 2nd

Orioles Host their First 
LGBT Pride Night

Part of crowd 
celebrating Pride at 
Orioles game
credit: Baltimore Orioles

By Steve 
ChaRing

LGBT Candidates Contend, Sometimes 
Prevail, in MD Dem Primaries

Capital Gazette 
--Slaughter 
Will it ever end?

liKe all maRylandeRS, we at 
Baltimore OUTloud are sickened by 
news of the massacre that occurred 
at the Capital Gazette last week. As 
a society we have become practically 

—continued on page 3
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Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t
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Call ERA Law Group Today 
(410) 919-1790, or visit us at
1997 Annapolis Exchange Pkwy,
Suite 300, Annapolis, MD 21401

●  Elder Law
●  Estate Planning
●  Family Law
●  Guardianship
●  Mediation
●  Medicaid Planning &
    Qualification
●  Personal Injury
●  Probate
●  Veteran's Benefits
●  LGBTQIA Matters

●  Elder Law
●  Estate Planning
●  Family Law
●  Guardianship
●  Mediation
●  Medicaid Planning &
    Qualification
●  Personal Injury
●  Probate
●  Veteran's Benefits
●  LGBTQIA Matters

Valerie E. Anias, Esq.
vanias@eralawgroup.com 

The festival will be followed by the al-
ready sold out “Shantay You Stay! West-
minster Pride Drag Extravaganza,” hosted 
by PFLAG Westminster – Carroll County.

hagerstown Pride – On July 14th from 
noon to 6 pm, Hager-
stown Hopes will pres-
ent the seventh annu-
al Hagerstown Pride 
Festival, at the Central 
Parking Lot on North 
Potomac Street, just 
north of the Downtown 
Square in Hagerstown.

The festival will 
include live entertain-
ment, vendors, speak-
ers, food, and more. 
The festival is a family 

friendly event that seeks to provide a good 
time for all.

For more info, it’s Hagerstown-
hopesmd.org. t

Pride Across Maryland: Westminster & Hagerstown
By Bill Redmond-PalmeR
First-ever westminster Pride is set for 
July 7th, from noon to 5 pm in Westmin-
ster, Maryland, on East Main Street, be-
tween Court and Church Streets.

Join in for info, 
support, music, art, 
food, and solidarity the 
LGBTQ folk in Carroll 
County.

Entertainment will 
include performances 
by Face Plant, Hen-
ry and the Big Sleazy, 
DJ Powerline, Brinjal 
Band, and the Flying 
Faders.

Organizers hope for 
this to be annual event 
that will help generate scholarship funds 
for LGBTQ students.

For more info visit Westminsterpride.org, 
or email westminsterpridefest@gmail.com.

—continued from page 1
numb to the never-ending tally of mass 
shootings that occur in this country, but 
this one struck much too close, both 
geographically and 
in its assault on the 
press. Sure, the al-
leged perpetrator 
was an obsessed, 
deranged, unstable 
person. However, the 
relentless polarization 
and drumbeat of hate 
that is spewing across 
the airways and in our 
nation’s capital only en-
hance the chances that 
unhinged people will act.

It is very hard not to despair of this 
cycle and the culture of gun ownership in 
this country that makes yearly deaths of 
13,000 or more completely acceptable. 
A couple of years ago David Cook wrote 
an article in the Chattanooga Free Press 
titled “The Second Amendment is killing 
Us.” We could not state it more clearly! 
The manufacturers of guns, the NRA, 
the politicians beholden to them, and the 
citizens who have allowed the Second 

Capital Gazette 
Slaughter 

Will it ever end?

Amendment to be perverted and used for 
corporate greed are partly and perhaps 
primarily responsible for the mayhem. 
Given our acquiescence to this relentless 
slaughter, we America has shown that it is 
incapable of responsible gun ownership.

Our thoughts and condolences go out 
to the families of these champions of our 
most important freedom of speech. Maybe 

someday there will be 
an end to this violence. 
In the meanwhile, we 
loudly echo the sen-
timent expressed by 
Bob Dylan in his 1963 
anti-war anthem “mas-
ters of War,” written 
in the early years of 
the 20 year Vietnam 
war that saw 58,000 
Americans killed, a 
number we now sur-

pass every five years through gun vio-
lence on US soil:

“Come you masters of war
You that build all the guns ...
You that fasten all the trigger

For the others to fire
And you sit back and watch

While the death toll gets higher ... 
I think you will find

When your death takes its toll
All the money you made

Will never buy back your soul ...” t

newS // LOCAL 
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cials it had previously,” said Brian Gaith-
er, an LGBT activist and co-founder of the 
Maryland LGBT Political Action Committee. 
The Maryland LBGT PAC focuses on help-
ing non-incumbents win office, to expand 
the overall number of LGBT officeholders 
in Maryland. They will be working on the 
back end of this election to see who will 
want to run again, who can be recruited, 
and what races at the local level, strategi-
cally speaking, are worth getting involved 
in. “However,” Gaither continued, “we will 
need to be more diligent in holding them 
accountable for advancing the communi-
ty’s interests and protecting us against the 
actions of the Trump administration.”

If you openly identify as LGBT and ran 
for office during this primary election, and 
were not recognized in this article, please 
contact bredmondpalmer@baltimoreout-
loud.com. t

senator and five state delegates, and those 
numbers remain unchanged, though the 
people holding those offices and their loca-
tion has. Previously the delegation includ-
ed one state senator and two delegates 
from Montgomery County, and three dele-
gates from Baltimore City. It now includes 
one state senator and two delegates from 
Baltimore City, and three delegates from 
Baltimore County.

As tends to happen in Maryland elec-
tions, the odds favored the incumbents. All 
the LGBT incumbents running for Public 
Office won their races with only one non-in-
cumbent claiming a seat in the House of 
Delegates.

In the bid for the Democratic Party 
nomination for governor, Rich Madaleno 
– who served from District 18 as the only 
openly gay member of the Maryland State 
Senate – was unsuccessful in his bid to be-
come the state’s first openly gay governor. 
Julie C. Verratti ran for lieutenant governor 
on an unsuccessful ticket for the Demo-
cratic Party nomination with Alec Ross.

In Baltimore City, Delegate Mary Wash-
ington won her bid to unseat long-time 
Senator Joan Carter Conway in the 43rd 
district. As there was no Republican chal-
lenger, Washington will become the first 
openly lesbian state senator in Maryland. 

Also in the 43rd district, Delegate Mag-
gie McIntosh had no trouble maintaining her 
seat, and as she also had no Republican 
challengers, she is guaranteed election in 
November. In addition, Delegate Luke Clip-
pinger held onto his seat in Baltimore City’s 
46th district. Since Clippinger received nine 
times the votes of any of the Republican 
contenders for delegate in that district, his 
re-election bid is also likely certain. 

Montgomery County saw an abun-
dance of LGBT candidates seek public of-
fice in 2018. Incumbent Delegates Bonnie 
Cullison from district 19 and Anne Kaiser 
from district 14 both picked up the high-
est percentage of votes in their respective 
districts for nomination for re-election in 
November.

This years only new successful can-
didate, Gabriel Acevero, hails from Mont-
gomery County’s 39th district. Since there 
is only one Republican candidate running 
for three seats, and Acevero received over 
three times as many votes as that chal-
lenger, he stands a good chance of elec-
tion to the House of Delegates in Novem-
ber, which would make him the first openly 

gay Afro-Latino man to be elected to the 
Maryland General Assembly.

Dr. Dana Beyer ran for the vacant dis-
trict 18 senate seat left by Rick Madaleno 
following his bid for governor. Dr. Beyer ran 
against Rich Madaleno in 2014, making 
her the first transgender person in Mary-
land to run for public office. In Maryland, 
current delegates have almost always pre-
vailed in elections for vacant senate seats, 
and for Beyer this year was no different, 
as her challenger was a current delegate, 
making her bid an uphill challenge she was 
unable to overcome.

Also in Montgomery County, Mila 
Johns in district 18, Kevin Mack in district 
15, and George Zoke in district 20 were 
unsuccessful in their bids to become state 
delegates.

In Anne Arundel County, Patrick Arm-
strong’s bid for delegate for district 32 
was unsuccessful. Ashanti Martinez from 
Prince Georges County shared the same 
fate in her district 22 bid.

In Frederick County, Liz Barrett se-
cured a spot in November in her non-par-
tisan re-election bid to the county’s Board 
of Education.

LGBT candidates across the state ran 
for official office to become members of the 
local Democratic Central Committees for 
their district. These committees promote the 
party’s interests and candidates over those 
of opposing parties and candidates, and are 
opportunities for individuals interested in 
politics to learn about the party, its work, and 
to influence the party at the local level.

The most notable winner of election to 
a local Democratic Party Central Commit-
tee is of LGBT activist Sharon Brackett, 
who won her first term of office in district 
46 in Baltimore City by a handy margin, 
placing third out of 15 to fill seven open 
seats. Sharon has the distinction of be-
coming the first transgender person to be 
elected in any contested race for public of-
fice in Maryland.

In St. Mary’s County’s district 29 – a 
very conservative part of the state – Lau-
ra Hart, another transgender person, se-
cured a position on that Democratic Cen-
tral Committee in an uncontested election, 
making her, together with Brackett, the first 
transgender people in Maryland to hold 
any office in the state.

“In a year when established politicians 
were defeated statewide, we’re lucky to 
see the Maryland General Assembly retain 
the same number of gay and lesbian offi-

newS // LOCAL

—continued from page 1

LGBT Candidates Contend, Sometimes 
Prevail, in MD Dem Primaries candidate for county executive Dr. Calvin 

Ball said, “We need to stand up and speak 
out because if any of us are facing inequal-
ity and injustice, it harms all of us.”

Dr. Ball read a proclamation from the 
County Council that supports the LGBTQ 
community and the planned HoCo Pride 
celebration. “The council congratulates the 
Pride committee for promoting diversity 
and inclusion and thanks all of the dedi-
cated advocates for their valuable time for 
making history in Howard County.”

Howard County Public Schools Super-
intendent Dr. Michael Martirano reiterated 
his commitment to diversity and recounted 
the recent derogatory graffiti at Glenelg 
High School and how that is something 
he will not accept. He also challenged the 
community to rise above hate and continue 
to be an example for others.

HoCo Pride will not include a parade 
but instead there will be a large festival, 
which will most likely take place on the Co-
lumbia lakefront though that hasn’t been fi-
nalized. The slogan is “Remember. Resist. 
Rejoice.”

To continue the planning process, a 
series of community input meetings have 
been scheduled. At these gatherings, 
members will be afforded the opportunity 
to make suggestions, volunteer, and to dis-
cuss what they would like or not like to see 
at HoCo Pride. 

The first meeting is set for July 10th in 
the Patapsco Room of the Charles E. Mill-
er Branch Library (9421 Frederick Road, 
Ellicott City) from 6 to 7:15 pm.

The second meeting will take place on 
July 11th in the Glenwood Pindell Room of 
the Glenwood Branch Library (2350 MD-
97, Glenwood) from 6 to 7:15 pm.

The third meeting is scheduled for July 
12th in the Warfield Room at the Howard 
County Central Library (10375 Little Patux-
ent Parkway, Columbia) from 6 to 7:15 p.m.

The well-attended kick-off party was a 
good beginning as the planning process 
for the festival will now begin in earnest.

“It was a great honor working with so 
many members of the community to make 
this event a success,” said Jumel Howard, 
chair of the HoCo Pride Planning Commit-
tee. “The positive reaction from the com-
munity is a true sign that we are taking on 
something that the people are seriously 
behind. We raised over $2,000 and had 
nearly 300 people join us and we could not 
be prouder!”

For more information and to follow de-
velopments, like the HoCo Pride Facebook 
Page at Facebook.com/HoCoPRIDE. t

HoCo Pride 2019 Officially Launched
By Steve ChaRing
A diverse crowd of nearly 300 members of 
the LGBTQ community, allies, and elected 
officials packed Carroll Baldwin Hall and its 
outside grounds in Savage, Maryland, on 
June 28th to officially kick off HoCo Pride. 

That launch date was selected to bring 
attention to Howard County’s first ever 
LGBTQ Pride celebration scheduled for 
June 28th 2019, which will coincide with 
the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall up-
rising in the West Village of New York City. 
Stonewall is considered by most historians 
as a seminal episode in the struggle for 
LGBT rights.

The kid-friendly event featured food, 
music, beverages, games, raffle prizes, 
an outside taco truck, a play area on the 
grounds, a silent auction, resource table 
from the GLCCB – the sponsor of Bal-
timore Pride – and a library for children. 
Several drag artists including the popular 
Shawnna Alexander were on hand selling 
raffles and entertaining the children. 

Several Howard County’s elected of-
ficials appeared to briefly address to the 
crowd. County Executive Allan H. Kittle-
man explained how Howard County gov-
ernment is supporting the LGBTQ commu-
nity and the planned HoCo Pride event for 
next year. He also discussed the county 
executive’s LGBT roundtable, which con-
sists of quarterly meetings focusing on is-
sues important to the LGBTQ community 
and identifying areas of improvement.

County council chair and Democratic 
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Indeed, the turnout was quite impres-
sive with over 1,900 tickets sold as part 
of the Pride event, according to Orioles’ 
public relations office. A portion of the pro-
ceeds benefited Moveable Feast. 

The Orioles, which was among the 23 
Major League Baseball teams scheduled 
to hold similar Pride events in 2018, of-
fered VIP tickets for a pre-game party that 
included food, beverages, and music pro-
vided by DJ Rosie, a local favorite.

Others bought tickets at a lower price 
whereby special Oriole Pride-themed 
black-and-white baseball caps with rain-
bow colors filling the “O’s” were included in 
the deal. The VIP 

tickets also 
included the cap. Still others purchased 
tickets at an even lower price and could 
buy the caps separately. 

Most of the diverse Pride crowd was 
situated in field level sections down the 
right field line, and as demand grew, seats 

were made available at the terrace lev-
el and other areas in the ballpark. They 
witnessed the home team losing in extra 
innings to the Seattle Mariners, eight to 
seven.

In the past, such outings commemorat-
ing Pride were organized at the grassroots 
level with some of the proceeds going to 
the GLBT Community Center of Baltimore. 
However, these Pride Nights, though they 
drew several hundred participants, were 
not official team events on the Orioles’ 
schedule.

On June 27th, the Orioles marked the 
occasion by the words “Welcome to LGBT 
Pride Night at Oriole Park” in rainbow let-
ters displayed on the outfield video screen 
as well as other areas 

a l o n g 
the stadium’s facade. The Baltimore Men’s 
Chorus performed prior to the game and 
during the seventh inning stretch.

Gay retired MLB umpire Dale Scott who 
came out while still active threw out the 
ceremonial first pitch to rousing applause 
and warm embraces from his former col-

leagues who were working this game.
One of the evening’s highlights was 

the popular “Kiss Cam” feature between 
innings. A camera is trained on a couple 
while the image is projected on the large 
video screen. They spot themselves on 
the screen and begin smooching while 
the crowd reacts. Typically heterosexu-
al couples are featured. But on this 
night several same-sex couples 
were highlighted, much to the 
delight of the crowd.

“I had an overwhelming 
moment of happiness when 
I thought about the same-
sex Kiss Cam kisses and how, 
hopefully, 20 years from now the 

giddy excitement over seeing it 
will be gone because it will just be 
the norm,” said Nina Sharp, a resident 
of Mount Vernon.

Baltimore’s Jon Kaplan was a 
whirlwind of activity, darting all over 
the LGBT sections hobnobbing with 
old friends while perhaps making new 
ones. Reminiscent of unofficial Orioles 
cheerleader at Memorial Stadium, Wild 
Bill Hagy, Kaplan also led the crowd 
in section eight in cheers by trying 
to shout above the ball park noise, 
“When I say O’s…” and the fans put 
their hands together forming an “O.”

“It gives me so much joy to see our 
community and allies get together as 
a group and celebrate our diversity 
in public venues,” says Kaplan. “It’s 
crucial that we continue to show the 
world what a wonderful LGBTQ com-

munity we 
have to of-
fer in Mary-
land.”

A local 
LGBT-owned business joined the 
party as well. The Baltimore Eagle 
offered an extra deal of two-for-
one on the first round of drinks af-
ter the game for those wearing the 
Pride Cap or showing the ticket. 
“We wanted to keep the night going 
and just add more to the fun,” said 
co-owner Charles King. “A large 
group of employees and us owners 

came out and supported the team. We had 
a great time.”

Of course, not everybody was pleased 
with the Orioles’ promotion. A person 
named Jack Thomas posted on the Ori-
oles’ Facebook page in reaction to the 
announced LGBT Pride Night, “Promote, 
and celebrate perverted minds, Orioles! 

newS // LOCAL 

Jon Kaplan leading 
crowd in cheers  
credit: Jon Kaplan

Orioles Host their First LGBT Pride Night Just another good reason not to watch that 
lousy team.”

Lisa Davidson acknowledged that 
there were angry people who cannot ac-
cept these Pride events or LGBT Pride in 
general. “I know I can’t reason with people 
like that, so the only way I knew to ‘fight 
back’ was with love and my queer-wallet 
of not-so-much-money, a ‘millennial prob-
lem.’”

Openly gay Oriole spokesperson Greg 
Bader, who works in the team’s 

front office, notes the personal 
significance of Pride Night. 

“As a gay man, I’m proud 
of the Orioles for hosting an 
official LGBT Pride Night, 
as it sends a clear message 
to our fans – and our staff – 

that the organization is wel-
coming and supportive of ev-

eryone, regardless of someone’s 
sexual orientation or gender identity,” 

Bader told Outsports. 
“Based on the behind-the-scenes sup-

port the organization has afforded me and 
my fellow LGBT coworkers through the 
years, it’s no surprise that the team would 
also be so supportive in this public way.”

The Baltimore Orioles confirmed that 
the event will continue in the future. t

—continued from page 1

r

Christmas in July for 
Baltimore City Youth
B and Dee’s Baltimore Love will host their 
third annual Christmas in July Annual Back 
to School Drive from July 17th to 31st. The 
drive will go to benefit Baltimore youth in 
need, primarily students K-8.

All donations to the drive will then be 
distributed at their Back to School Block 
Party, planned for August 18th. They are 
requesting donations of backpacks, pens, 
pencils, erasers, crayons, markers, note-
books, binders, children’s books, USB 
drives, lunch boxes, umbrellas – and 
gloves, mittens, hats, and scarves. They 
would also welcome Amazon gift cards.

All the items can be dropped off or 
mailed to B & Dee’s Baltimore Love (908 
Tyson Street, Baltimore).

Help B & Dee’s Baltimore Love give 
back to our community. As their slogan 
says, “Together we will make a difference.”

For more info on the drive, visit its 
Facebook event page at Bit.ly/2tYeOnJ. 
For more info on the Back to School Block 
Party, visit Bit.ly/2IMU33H. t
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A next step for adults with HIV who have been undetectable* for at least six months. 
* Undetectable means keeping the amount of HIV in the blood to very low levels (less than 50 copies per mL).

What is JULUCA? 
JULUCA is a prescription medicine that is used without other antiretroviral medicines to treat Human Immunodeficiency Virus-1 
(HIV-1) infection in adults to replace their current anti-HIV-1 medicines when their healthcare provider determines that they meet 
certain requirements. HIV-1 is the virus that causes Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).  
It is not known if JULUCA is safe and effective in children.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
Do not take JULUCA if you:
•  have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains 

dolutegravir or rilpivirine.
•  are taking any of the following medicines: dofetilide; 

carbamazepine; oxcarbazepine; phenobarbital; phenytoin; 
rifampin; rifapentine; proton pump inhibitors (including 
esomeprazole, lansoprazole, omeprazole, pantoprazole sodium, 
rabeprazole); St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum); or 
more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine dexamethasone or 
dexamethasone sodium phosphate.

What are the possible side effects of JULUCA?
JULUCA can cause serious side effects including:
•  Severe skin rash and allergic reactions. Call your healthcare 

provider right away if you develop a rash with JULUCA. Stop 
taking JULUCA and get medical help right away if you develop a 
rash with any of the following signs or symptoms: fever; generally 
ill feeling; tiredness; muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in 
mouth; blisters or peeling of the skin; redness or swelling of the 
eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips or tongue;  
problems breathing.

•  Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C 
virus who have certain liver function test changes may have 
an increased risk of developing new or worsening changes in 
certain liver tests during treatment with JULUCA. Liver problems, 
including liver failure, have also happened in people without 
history of liver disease or other risk factors. Your healthcare 
provider may do blood tests to check your liver function. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you develop any of the following 
signs or symptoms of liver problems: your skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice); dark or “tea-colored” urine; 
light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea or vomiting; loss 
of appetite; pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your 
stomach area.

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away or get medical help if you have any of the following 
symptoms: feeling sad or hopeless; feeling anxious or restless; 
have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to  
hurt yourself.

•  The most common side effects of JULUCA include:  
diarrhea and headache.

These are not all the possible side effects of JULUCA. For more 
information, ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you have any new symptoms  
while taking JULUCA.
Before you take JULUCA, tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have ever had a severe skin rash or an allergic reaction to 

medicines that contain dolutegravir or rilpivirine.
•  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B  

or C infection.
•  have ever had a mental health problem.
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 

JULUCA will harm your unborn baby. 
•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if 

you take JULUCA. You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 
because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby. It is not  
known if JULUCA can pass to your baby in your breast milk. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements. Some medicines interact with JULUCA. 
Keep a list of your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 
•  You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list  

of medicines that interact with JULUCA.  
•  Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your  

healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider can tell you  
if it is safe to take JULUCA with other medicines.

You are encouraged to report negative side  
effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit  
www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Important Safety Information continued on next page.

Please see Important Facts about JULUCA on the following page.

©2017 ViiV Healthcare group of companies or its licensor.     Printed in USA.     820101R0     December 2017



BaltimoRe oUtloUd    JULY 6, 2018 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.COm  t  7 

T:9.875”
T:9.6”

Billing#:
Labor:
Proofreading:
OOP:

Tracking#:
Client:
Brand:
Product:
Media:
Caption:

Artist:
Previous:
Bleed:
Trim:
Safety:
Viewing:
Gutter:
Scale:
Final Size

HN14918
None
None
None
79487_M01
GSK / Juluca
Juluca
None
None

JUL_02_WarrenPrinpAdM01_News_V2_F.tif  300 ppi  CMYK 
ViiVHCcmyk.ai 
Viiv_Connect_REV2_CMYK.eps 
Juluca pill icon_CMYK.eps 
JULUCA US CMYK.eps

Please contact R. RODRIGUEZ at 212.886.4100 with any questions regarding these materials.  This advertisement was prepared by Havas Worldwide NY at 200 Hudson Street, New York, NY 10013.

 Cyan
 Magenta
 Yellow
 Black

VAG Rounded Std (Bold, Light; OpenType), Helvetica LT 
Std (Bold Condensed, Condensed, Condensed Oblique, Light 
Condensed, Bold; OpenType), Helvetica Neue LT Std (57 
Condensed, 77 Bold Condensed, 67 Medium Condensed, 47 
Light Condensed, 47 Light Condensed Oblique; OpenType)

4 Sizes, M01 - M04

Johnny.Ho
Anthony.Ferranto
None
9.875” x 9.6”
None
None
None
None
None

Studio Manager
Proofreader
Print Producer
Account Executive
Art Director
Copywriter

H. WEINTRAB/M. JOHNSON
None
R. RODRIGUEZ
Matt Clark
Liz Sadkowski
None

Contacts Initial Date

Pr
oo

f

Mechanical SpecificationsJob Description

Links LinksMode ModePPI PPI

Colors Font Families

Production Notes

HN14918_HN13216_M01_820101R0_PrintNEWSPAPER_ICAD.indd
Path:Premedia:Prepress:•Glaxo Smith Kline:Juluca:2018:14918_13216:Final:Prepress:HN14918_HN13216_M01_820101R0_PrintNEWSPAPER_ICAD.indd

44-11-2018 12:15 PM
4-19-2018 5:21 PM

Created:
Modified:

None

RIGHT SIDE - M01

   stay undetectable* with  
  fewer medicines in my HIV pill.

  I’ve seen and done a lot over the  
    years. I’ve even learned I can

Ask your doctor about JULUCA.

I’m proud of how far I’ve come. I started treating my HIV 

     and reached an undetectable viral load. And whenever  

         I become aware of other treatment options, I talk to   

           my doctor. Here’s what I learned about JULUCA:

JULUCA is the only once-daily complete HIV-1  

 regimen that combines 2 medicines in just 1 pill.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (cont’d)
How to take JULUCA?
• Take JULUCA 1 time a day exactly as your  
  healthcare provider tells you. 
• Always take JULUCA with a meal. A protein  
  drink alone does not replace a meal.

† Real patient diagnosed with HIV-1. Individual compensated  
for his time by ViiV Healthcare.

Learn more at JULUCA.com

Warren†

Undetectable  
since 2010
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LEFT SIDE - M01

A next step for adults with HIV who have been undetectable* for at least six months. 
* Undetectable means keeping the amount of HIV in the blood to very low levels (less than 50 copies per mL).

What is JULUCA? 
JULUCA is a prescription medicine that is used without other antiretroviral medicines to treat Human Immunodeficiency Virus-1 
(HIV-1) infection in adults to replace their current anti-HIV-1 medicines when their healthcare provider determines that they meet 
certain requirements. HIV-1 is the virus that causes Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).  
It is not known if JULUCA is safe and effective in children.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
Do not take JULUCA if you:
•  have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains 

dolutegravir or rilpivirine.
•  are taking any of the following medicines: dofetilide; 

carbamazepine; oxcarbazepine; phenobarbital; phenytoin; 
rifampin; rifapentine; proton pump inhibitors (including 
esomeprazole, lansoprazole, omeprazole, pantoprazole sodium, 
rabeprazole); St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum); or 
more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine dexamethasone or 
dexamethasone sodium phosphate.

What are the possible side effects of JULUCA?
JULUCA can cause serious side effects including:
•  Severe skin rash and allergic reactions. Call your healthcare 

provider right away if you develop a rash with JULUCA. Stop 
taking JULUCA and get medical help right away if you develop a 
rash with any of the following signs or symptoms: fever; generally 
ill feeling; tiredness; muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in 
mouth; blisters or peeling of the skin; redness or swelling of the 
eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips or tongue;  
problems breathing.

•  Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C 
virus who have certain liver function test changes may have 
an increased risk of developing new or worsening changes in 
certain liver tests during treatment with JULUCA. Liver problems, 
including liver failure, have also happened in people without 
history of liver disease or other risk factors. Your healthcare 
provider may do blood tests to check your liver function. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you develop any of the following 
signs or symptoms of liver problems: your skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice); dark or “tea-colored” urine; 
light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea or vomiting; loss 
of appetite; pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your 
stomach area.

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away or get medical help if you have any of the following 
symptoms: feeling sad or hopeless; feeling anxious or restless; 
have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to  
hurt yourself.

•  The most common side effects of JULUCA include:  
diarrhea and headache.

These are not all the possible side effects of JULUCA. For more 
information, ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you have any new symptoms  
while taking JULUCA.
Before you take JULUCA, tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have ever had a severe skin rash or an allergic reaction to 

medicines that contain dolutegravir or rilpivirine.
•  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B  

or C infection.
•  have ever had a mental health problem.
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 

JULUCA will harm your unborn baby. 
•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if 

you take JULUCA. You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 
because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby. It is not  
known if JULUCA can pass to your baby in your breast milk. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements. Some medicines interact with JULUCA. 
Keep a list of your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 
•  You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list  

of medicines that interact with JULUCA.  
•  Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your  

healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider can tell you  
if it is safe to take JULUCA with other medicines.

You are encouraged to report negative side  
effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit  
www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Important Safety Information continued on next page.

Please see Important Facts about JULUCA on the following page.

©2017 ViiV Healthcare group of companies or its licensor.     Printed in USA.     820101R0     December 2017
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LEFT SIDE M01

IMPORTANT FACTS 
This is only a brief summary of important information about JULUCA and does not replace 
talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and treatment.

(Jah-LOO-kah)

ABOUT JULUCA

 •  JULUCA is a prescription medicine that is used without other antiretroviral medicines 
to treat Human Immunodeficiency Virus-1 (HIV-1) infection in adults to replace their 
current anti-HIV-1 medicines when their healthcare provider determines that they 
meet certain requirements.

• HIV-1 is the virus that causes Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).
• It is not known if JULUCA is safe and effective in children.

HOW TO TAKE JULUCA

•  Take JULUCA 1 time a day exactly as your healthcare provider tells you.
•  Always take JULUCA with a meal. A protein drink alone does 

not replace a meal.

DO NOT TAKE JULUCA IF YOU

•  have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains dolutegravir or 
rilpivirine.

•  are taking any of the following medicines: dofetilide; carbamazepine; oxcarbazepine; 
phenobarbital; phenytoin; rifampin; rifapentine; proton pump inhibitors (including 
esomeprazole, lansoprazole, omeprazole, pantoprazole sodium, rabeprazole);  
St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum ); or more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine 
dexamethasone or dexamethasone sodium phosphate.

BEFORE TAKING JULUCA

Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have ever had a severe skin rash or an allergic reaction to medicines that contain 

dolutegravir or rilpivirine.
•  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection.
•  have ever had a mental health problem.
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if JULUCA will harm your 

unborn baby.
•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take JULUCA. 

You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to 
your baby. It is not known if JULUCA can pass to your baby in your breast milk. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.      

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, 

and herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be taken 

with JULUCA.
•  Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF JULUCA

JULUCA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Severe skin rash and allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider 

right away if you develop a rash with JULUCA. Stop taking JULUCA and 
get medical help right away if you develop a rash with any of the 
following signs or symptoms: fever; generally ill feeling; tiredness; muscle 
or joint aches; blisters or sores in mouth; blisters or peeling of the skin; 
redness or swelling of the eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips, or tongue;  
problems breathing. 

•  Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus who have certain 
liver function test changes may have an increased risk of developing new or 
worsening changes in certain liver tests during treatment with JULUCA. Liver 
problems, including liver failure, have also happened in people without history 
of liver disease or other risk factors. Your healthcare provider may do blood tests 
to check your liver function. Call your healthcare provider right away if 
you develop any of the following signs or symptoms of liver problems: 
your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice); dark or  
“tea-colored” urine; light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea or vomiting; 
loss of appetite; pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your  
stomach area.

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
or get medical help if you have any of the following symptoms: feeling 
sad or hopeless; feeling anxious or restless; have thoughts of hurting yourself 
(suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself. 

The most common side effects of JULUCA include: diarrhea and headache. 

These are not all the possible side effects of JULUCA. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you have any new symptoms while taking JULUCA. You may report 
side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

GET MORE INFORMATION

•  This is only a brief summary of important information about JULUCA. 
Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more.

•  Go to JULUCA.com or call 1-877-844-8872, where you can also get  
FDA-approved labeling. 

Trademark is owned by or licensed to the ViiV Healthcare group of companies.

©2017 ViiV Healthcare group of companies or its licensor.
November 2017      JLC:1PIL

ViiV Healthcare
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
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About half of LGBTQ youth report having a 
GSA in their school. 

“For years my fans have inspired me 
with their determination and creativity as 
they have created a safe and inclusive 
community,” said Urie. “I felt the time had 
come for me to join them boldly, to bring 
that energy and power to bear on the huge 
challenges facing our whole society. Some 
of the most inspiring leaders out there 
right now have come from GSAs. Working 
firsthand with GLSEN, student leaders ev-
erywhere, and all my fans, I want to make 
sure that every one of our future leaders 
out there has the support they need to 
form their own GSA and begin their work 
to make a better world.” GLSEN current-
ly supports more than 6,500 registered 
GSAs. For more info visit Glsen.org/panic 
and Highesthopes.org. (Globe Newswire)

Professional US 
soccer player 
Collin Martin 
comes out 

minneapolis – Professional soccer 
player Collin Martin has come out as gay. 
He is the only male athlete active in the 
five major pro leagues to be out. Martin 
plays for Minnesota United. He is also the 
only professional male soccer player to be 
currently out and continuing to play. The 
23-year-old is the first male US athlete to 
come out from any of the major leagues 
since Michael Sam came out before the 
NFL draft. He decided he would reveal 
his sexuality ahead of Minnesota United’s 
Pride night game against FC Dallas on 
June 29th. 

“Today, I’m proud that my entire team 
and the management of Minnesota United 
know that I am gay,” he said. “I have re-
ceived only kindness and acceptance from 
everyone in Major League Soccer and that 
has made the decision to come out gay 
publicly that much easier.” He added in 
his social media statement: “I want to take 
this moment to encourage others who play 
sports professionally or otherwise to have 
the confidence that sport will welcome 
them wholeheartedly. June is Pride month, 
and I am proud to be playing for Pride, and 
to be playing as an out gay man.’” 

In a statement after Martin publicly 
came out, MLS Commissioner Don Gar-
ber said: “We admire Collin’s courage, and 
are proud of him and of the support from 

Beyond the Beltway

the soccer commu-
nity.” Robbie Rogers, 
a former LA Galaxy 
and US national team 
defender, came out 
in 2013. He retired 
at the end of 2017 
after injuries. There 
are an estimated 
500,000 soccer play-
ers around the world. 
Before Martin, there 
have only ever been 

eight men to come out. The Football As-
sociation recently the launched “For All” 
campaign. It is aiming to include people 
of any sexuality, ethnicity, ability, disabili-
ty, faith, gender, or age. (Gay Star News 

– Joe morgan at Gaystarnews.com/article/
professional-soccer-player-collin-martin-
comes-out-as-gay/#gs.lUaNYao)

Neo-Nazi 
arrested at 
Knoxville Pride 
celebration

Knoxville, tennessee – Neo-Nazi 
Kynan Dutton was arrested at the Knox-
ville Pride festival over the weekend of 
June 23rd after getting into a scuffle with 
another man. Dutton was at the event to 

“support the traditional family,” which ap-
parently involves shoving people to the 
ground. Dutton told the Knoxville News 
Sentinel that Pridefest should not be al-
lowed because [Knoxville] is a historically 

“pro-white, pro-traditional family” town.
A strangely diverse group of extrem-

ists gathered to protest the event, from 
the neo-Confederate League of the South 
and other white nationalists to a handful of 
Black Hebrew Israelites. Dutton claims to 
be the leader of the Tennessee National 

LGBTQ union 
group lambasts 
high court’s 
anti-union 
ruling

washington, dC – On June 27th, the 
Supreme Court ruled against working 
people in unions in Janus v. aFSCme by 
declaring that the fair-share fees unions 
charge to nonmembers for the services 
provided in negotiating and servicing the 
collective bargaining agreement violate 
freedom of speech. Pride at Work head 
Jerame Davis reacted strongly to the deci-

sion. Pride at Work organizes mutual sup-
port between the organized labor move-
ment and the LGBTQ community for social 
and economic justice. It seeks full equality 
for LGBTQ workers in our workplaces and 
unions, and it organizes in the spirit of the 
union movement’s historic motto, “An inju-
ry to one is an injury to all.” 

Davis said, “After spending billions of 
dollars to steal a Supreme Court seat, cor-
porate CEOs and billionaires got what they 
paid for today. The partisan majority on 
this court has decided that the corporate 
interests that put them [there] have great-
er rights than the American people. The 
right to organize is a fundamental freedom 
that must not be abridged. This decision 
is a major setback for working people all 
across the nation, regardless of wheth-
er they are part of a union. Just as they 
authorized the Muslim ban yesterday, this 
Supreme Court has proven that it will stop 
at nothing to divide and weaken us.”

Davis continued, “Corporate CEOs 
and billionaires have funded this case as a 
means to destroy the unions that working 
people have built in order undermine the 
basic freedoms of working people. Unions 
are the best way to stand up to corporate 
greed and unrig our economy and political 

system. In more than half the country, it 
is legal to fire an LGBTQ person solely 
based on their identity. A union contract 
is the only protection LGBTQ workers can 
attain against such discrimination, and this 
ruling puts even those protections in jeop-
ardy. But working people built unions out of 
struggle, and in worse environments than 
this. This decision issues a very clear mes-
sage to all working people: get organized 
and fight.” Learn more about Pride at Work 
at Prideatwork.org. (Seattle Gay News at 
Sgn.org/sgnnews46_26/page8.cfm)

Band teams 
with GLSEN 
and makes $1 
million donation

new york City – The Globe News-
wire reports that on the NBC Today Show 
on June 29th, GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian & 
Straight Education Network) and Panic at 
the Disco, a rock band fronted by Bren-
don Urie, announced a new alliance in 
support of the creation of student-led GSA 
(Gay-Straight Alliance) clubs in every high 
school across America, to support LGBTQ 
youth and advocate for inclusive schools. 
To help realize this goal, Urie has pledged 
a $1 million-dollar gift to GLSEN to provide 
resources, training, and support to stu-
dents working to create student-led GSA 
clubs in their K-12 schools, through his 
Highest Hopes Foundation. 

Brendon Urie founded the Highest 
Hopes Foundation last week to support 
the efforts of non-profit human-rights orga-
nizations. GLSEN is the foundation’s first 
beneficiary, with more to follow. GLSEN 
Research shows how LGBTQ youth at-
tending schools with a GSA are less likely 
to hear anti-LGBTQ remarks, less likely 
to feel unsafe, less likely to be victimized, 
and are more likely to report staff interven-
tion when bullying or harassment occurs. 

compiled by Jim Becker

—continued on page 12

out soccer player 
Collin martin

Brendon Urie

Kynan dutton – alleged neo-Nazi
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
Did you know that the GLCCB has sub-
scriptions to some of the country’s most 
popular publications for sexual and gender 
minorities?

Gay Parent – Gay Parent Magazine is 
the longest running, nationally distributed 
publication dedicated to lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgender parenting (LGBT).

In September 1998, Gay Parent Maga-
zine’s (GPM) web site was launched online. 

Within two hours email from enthusiastic 
readers began pouring in. Gay Parent Mag-
azine’s first print  issue was published one 
month later. GPM is published bi-monthly 
and distributed mainly free through gay 
community centers and bookstores across 
the USA. Gay Parent Magazine’s focus is 
to support and empower LGBT parents and  
LGBTs  wishing  to  become  first  time  par-
ents. (www.gayparentmag.com)

By: Jennifer Eden

The GLCCB’s monthly program schedule 
is full of initiatives brought to us by com-
munity members like you. From recovery 
programs to social support and special in-
terest groups, the GLCCB holds space for 
a variety of community-led meetings. The 
GLCCB’s program partners truly are what 
make the center. 

One of the toughest hurdles to over-
come for someone looking to start a new 
group  can  be  finding  a  meeting  space. 
Many venues charge hefty rental fees. And 
gathering in someone’s home is a cost-ef-
fective, but not always available or acces-
sible, option. Each of our program partners 
makes  a  monthly  or  quarterly  financial 
contribution to the GLCCB in an amount of 
their choosing. 

All the GLCCB asks of new programs 

Do You Wanna 
Start a Program?

is the following:
Does your group serve people in the 

LGBTQ community?
Do the goals of your group fall in line 

with the GLCCB’s mission?
Does your group fill a gap  in our cur-

rent program offering?
If the answer is yes to those three sim-

ple questions, then you are well on your 
way to being a GLCCB program partner. 
It doesn’t matter if you’re looking to start a 
local chapter of a national organization or 
you’ve simply got an idea that you’d like to 
see come to fruition, there could be space 
for you on our schedule. 

If you are interested in having your 
group meet at the GLCCB, email Jenni-
fer Eden, Acting Director of Programs, at 
jeden@glccb.org. 

Read All About It
By Jennifer Eden

Metrosource – Metrosource, a di-
vision of the Davler Media Group, is an 
integrated media company committed to 
presenting the vibrant lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al, transgender and queer community with 
ideas, resources and events to enhance 
their lives. (www.metrosource.com)

SWERV – SWERV is a national life-
style periodical, celebrating the culture and 
community of African American Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) 
people throughout the country. Launched 
in the Winter of 2008 as a quarterly publi-
cation, SWERV is now published bimonthly 
for a total of six (6) annual issues. Each is-
sue features same-gender-loving men and 
women in literature, music, visual and per-
forming  arts,  film,  television,  sports,  poli-
tics, and more. Sections on fashion, health/
fitness, news, travel, and special events are 
also included. (www.swervmagazine.com)

POZ – POZ is an award-winning print 
and online brand for people living with and 
affected  by  HIV/AIDS.  Offering  unparal-
leled editorial excellence since 1994, POZ 
magazine  and  POZ.com  are  identified  by 
our readers as their most trusted sources 
of information about the disease.

Offering  daily  news,  treatment  up-
dates,  personal  profiles,  investigative 

features, videos, blogs and an extensive 
online social network that includes POZ 
Personals (150,000 members and count-
ing) and community forums (that are mod-
erated and active 24/7), POZ addresses 
the wide spectrum of needs of people living 
with and affected by HIV/AIDS.

From the newly diagnosed to long term 
survivors, from very young people to peo-
ple aging with the virus, from people in the 
highest tax bracket to those on disability, 
POZ provides a platform for the HIV com-
munity to speak to one another, and the 
world at large. (www.poz.com)

Real Health – Real Health is the U.S.’s 
leading health magazine for African Ameri-
cans. Launched in 2004, Real Health covers 
fitness and nutrition as well as a broad range 
of  health  issues  affecting  black  families.  
 
Real Health is published four times per year 
and distributed nationally through doctors’ 
offices, health clinics and community based 
organizations. (www.realhealthmag.com)

Don’t see your favorite on this list? Let 
us know! Email us at info@glccb.org with 
the subject “magazines” and tell us what 
other publications we should carry at our 
center.
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THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

Events Calendar: July 2018
Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays

07/08

NA 
11:00am  - 1:00pm

Gentle Mindful Yoga
3:30pm-4:45pm

07/15

NA 
11:00am – 1:00pm

Gentle Mindful Yoga 
3:30pm-4:45pm

07/09

The GLCCB is open 
to the public 
10:00am-6:00pm

07/16

The GLCCB is open 
to the public
10:00am-10:00pm

07/10

The GLCCB is open 
to the public
10:00am-10:00pm

07/17

SILhouette 
7:30pm-9:30pm

07/11

Mankind Project 
6:45pm-8:45pm

SCA 
7:00pm-8:00pm

Sisters of Perpetual  
Indulgence
6:30pm-8:00pm

07/18

Mankind Project
6:45pm-8:45pm

SCA 
7:00pm-8:00pm

HIV/STI Testing with 
STAR TRACK
6:30pm-8:30pm

Trans Baltimore 
7:00pm-9:00pm

07/12

Family Game Night
6:30pm-9:30pm

Get SMART with iChat 
7:00pm-9:00pm

Sistahs of Pride 
7:00pm-9:00pm

07/19 

Pelvic Health Lunch  
& Learn
12:00pm-1:00pm

Baltimore Trans-Masculine 
Alliance 
6:30pm-9:00pm

07/06

CMA 
6:30pm-8:30pm

Giovanni’s Room Open 
Mic feat. Deniero Black 
7:00pm-10:00pm

07/13

CMA 
6:30pm-8:30pm

Breaking Bread Project 
6:00pm-10:00pm

07/20

CMA 
6:30pm-8:30pm

The Vagina Dialogues
6:00pm-9:00pm

07/07

AA
6:00pm-8:00pm

07/14

MOCHA Men’s Group 
4:00pm-7:00pm

AA 
6:00pm-8:00pm

07/21

Rainbow Families Potluck
11:00am – 3:00pm

AA 
6:00pm-8:00pm
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es, and problematic assumptions, but that 
statement in particular – that AIDS is no 
longer a crisis – is borderline offensive. As 
a black queer man who not only lives with 
the virus but has done years of work with-
in the HIV/AIDS space – including testing, 
counseling, and writing more than 200 arti-
cles about the epidemic – I can emphatical-
ly say that AIDS is still very much a crisis, 
and saying otherwise is dangerous to black 
and brown communities across the country, 
where HIV rates remain at epidemic levels.”

Johnson looks to research done by the 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
to make his point. Some of those studies 
have been reported in Baltimore Outloud 
and make clear that, among Baltimore’s 
black gay men and youth, HIV remains very 
much a crisis. In the March 3rd, 2016, is-
sue, we report-
ed that the CDC 
said that half 
of all gay black 
men in the US 
will be diag-
nosed with HIV 
in their lifetimes 
and that Mary-
land was one of the four states where gay 
men faced the greatest risk. We agree with 
Johnson when he says, “[i]t’s more than 
okay to promote safer sex and condom 
usage, and we definitely should be, given 
how HIV is still ravaging our country. But 
that can’t come at the expense of facts, fear, 
and the longing to paint HIV as anything less 
than a ‘crisis,’ simply because one’s commu-
nity has less investment in the epidemic than 
others. It is our duty to protect our commu-
nity from the homophobic tactics that were 
used to dictate our sexual practices for so 
many years. The radical sense of commu-
nity was never lost with the AIDS epidemic 

– the proof is in the fact that many of us are 
still fighting a war that articles like this seem 
to think we have already won.” t  (Them 

– George m. Johnson at Them.us/story/what-
nyt-got-dangerously-wrong-hiv-aids)

to fight for equality for all. “Of all politicians I 
prefer Obama, I am social democrat by my 
political views, I want to take part in the elec-
tion to show the current political elite how to 
fight for human rights and freedom.”

Although the Kremlin has sanctioned ho-
mophobia throughout the country, Krasovsky 
insists that ordinary people do not hate 
LGBTQ people. “It is an illusion that Russia 
is a homophobic country by its nature,” Kra-
sovsky insisted to the daily Beast. “People 
do not care if you are homosexual or not, 
nor is anybody interested in your HIV or any 
other health problems; people want to talk 
with me about the city demolishing houses 
in their district, of communal services fail-
ing, and of some illegal construction sites or 
schools closing down in their neighborhood.” 
(The daily Beast – anna Nemtsova at The-
dailybeast.com/meet-anton-krasovsky-the-
gay-man-running-for-mayor-of-moscow)

‘Them’ column 
says NY Times 
op-ed on AIDS is 
dangerous 

new york City – In a column that ap-
pears on Them.us, writer George M. John-
son states, “AIDS is still very much a crisis, 
and saying otherwise is dangerous to black 
and brown communities across the coun-
try.” Johnson was responding to a New 
York Times op-ed published on June 26th. 
The writer, historian Patrick William Kelly, 
wondered about if the impact of PrEP has 
caused Gay men to stop practicing safe-
sex. Kelly wrote, “AIDS is no longer a crisis, 
at least in the United States … and that is 
a phenomenal public-health success story. 
But it also means that an entire generation 
of gay men has no memory or interest in the 
devastation it wrought.”

Johnson found this assertion outra-
geous and dangerous. He writes, “Kelly’s 
piece was riddled with inaccuracies, reach-

Beyond the Beltway

statement said. He was scheduled to appear 
in court on June 26th, but left Russia on a 
plane on June 18 without incident or prob-
lems with Russian Customs. He Tweeted, 

“Job done. Goodbye Moscow. No problem at 
immigration despite my scheduled court ap-
pearance on 26 June. It was such a honour 
to support the heroic Russian LGBT+ activ-
ists of @rulgbtnet and @lgbtsportRussia.” 

On his reasons for staging the protest, 
Mr. Tatchell said before his arrest: “Little ac-
tion has been taken by the Russian govern-
ment and police to crack down on far-right 
extremists who target LGBT+ people for vio-
lent and humiliating assaults – including the 
instigators of the current threats to bash and 
stab LGBT+ football fans at the World Cup.” 
(The independent – Olivia alabaster at 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/
europe/peter-tatchell-moscow-arrest-russia-
world-cup-2018-lgbt-gay-rights-protest-red-
square-a8398691.html)

… But is there 
hope? Gay man 
runs for mayor 
of Moscow

moscow – Anton Krasovsky has cour-
age. He is the only openly gay person in 
the country of Russia – with a population of 
more than 140 million – who dares to com-
pete in the Kremlin-controlled election pro-
cess. The majority of Russian politicians and 
bureaucrats agree that LGBTQ people are 
abnormal. Just the idea of being one single 
warrior in the political field soaked in hate 
and thriving homophobia would scare many 
away from the arena. 

Last month, speaking on independent 
radio station Echo of Moscow, Krasovsky re-
vealed the news: in September he would run 
for mayoral election in Moscow, if the author-
ities allow him to. (He is registered as a can-
didate but to actually take part in the election 
he will have to collect signatures of 110 mu-
nicipal deputies before July 3rd.) “I almost 
pissed my pants when I decided to run for 
Moscow mayor,” Krasovsky admitted to the 
daily Beast in a recent sit-down interview 
in one of Moscow’s hip coffee shops. The 
daily Beast asked Krasovsky why he had 
gone into politics, when many Russian gay 
men and women were fleeing the country. 

“Because everything sucks here,” Krasovsky 
said. In the past few years Krasovsky has 
managed election campaigns for two oppo-
sition candidates. Running for Moscow may-
or, Krasovsky sees his role, as a candidate, 

Socialist Movement. He was arrested after 
pushing a counter-protester to the ground 
in a brief scuffle. He was last arrested in a 
small North Dakota town where white nation-
alists were trying to set up an all-white racist 
enclave by buying up property and running 
for office. He moved with his family to Leith, 
North Dakota, and was arrested after joining 
the movement’s leader, Craig Cobb, in pa-
rading around town with rifles and shouting 
at the town’s residents.

“[The] reason we’re here is to support the 
traditional family that is one man, one wom-
an and children,” Dutton told the University 
of Tennessee Beacon before his protest. 

“None of these other permutations, some of 
this other corruption or evil that is being per-
mutated by this parade – it should not, and 
hopefully in the future will not, be allowed 
by these cities.” Courtesy of LGBTQ Nation 
Lgbtqnation.com (Seattle Gay News and 
lGBTQ Nation – Bil Browning at Sgn.org/
sgnnews46_26/page2.cfm)

Activist Tatchell 
arrested in 
Moscow ...

moscow – The independent reports that 
Gay rights campaigner Peter Tatchell has 
been detained in Moscow after staging a 
one-man protest against Russia’s treatment 
of LGBT people. He stood near the statue of 
Marshal Zhukov near Red Square and the 
Kremlin, holding a poster which read: “Pu-
tin fails to act against Chechnya torture of 
gay people,” before several police officers 
moved in to apprehend him. One-man pro-
tests are usually legal in Russia, and official 
approval is only needed for protests of two 
people or more. But during the World Cup, a 
temporary rule has been introduced in some 
areas, meaning even one-man protests are 
illegal. 

Before arresting the British campaigner, 
the Russian police officers first discussed 
the constitution with him for around ten min-
utes, according to the independent’s Mos-
cow correspondent Oliver Carroll, who was 
on the scene. Tatchell was allowed to walk 
to a nearby police car where he was initially 
questioned, before being driven away to a 
police station. He was later released on bail, 
according to a statement on Twitter from the 
Peter Tatchell Foundation. “I’ve spoken to 
the Consulate Gen. who says he has been 
bailed & treated well. Thank you for the all 
the good wishes. Let’s remember the awful 
plight of LGBTs in Russian & Chechnya,” the 

anton Krasovsky – A gay mayor of Moscow?

—continued from page 9

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.
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THE STORY OF US
By Mark Segal 

As we go to press, I’m preparing to travel for my last of four speaking 
gigs this June, all for Pride month. There are various reasons why 
groups ask me to speak during Pride month. Some are familiar with 
my column or writings; others want me to speak about publishing in 
the LGBT community; still others, a point of LGBT history I’ve been 
personally involved with. But I’m sure that very few know that when 
they ask me to speak, especially during Pride month, I’m going to 
speak about organizing that very first Pride, since what most of them 
don’t know is I was a part of that, and a death this past week just 
before New York’s Gay Pride made me think a lot about what Pride 
stands for.
 Many of us in New York’s Gay Liberation Front (GLF), 
which was born from the ashes of the Stonewall Riot in 1969, felt 
that something was needed to mark the first anniversary in June 
1970. It was Craig Rodwell who founded the Christopher Street Gay 
Liberation Day Committee. Many of us in GLF joined Craig in what 
many people thought was an outrageous endeavor: Gay people 
marching out of the Village, all the way across town to Central Park 
and then having what we called a “Gay In” — a party.
 The earliest discussion was of who should be a part of the 
march. We all had opinions. Some only wanted people who had 
helped from that moment at Stonewall to create the community of 
that first year of the modern LGBT-equality movement. Other want-
ed to restrict churches, since they had been among the worst op-
pressors of our community. But in the end, we felt that it was the 
word PRIDE that held all of us together. So anyone who had pride in 
themselves and their community could march. That is the simplicity 
of Pride, and before we had Pride, we had people like Dick Litsch 
who died the week before New York’s gay Pride.  He was the former 
president of the Mattachine Society in New York, one of the few OUT 
gay men in the U.S. in the late 1960s. He was a brave man, and to 
be OUT at that time took Pride.
 Mark Segal, PGN publisher, is the nation’s most-award-
winning commentator in LGBT media.

Fred McDarrah Gay Pride Movement Greenwich 
Village Untapped Cities NYC Erika Stark

Dick LeitschStonewall

Craig Rodwell
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Planning an international vacation this sum-
mer? Here is key information you can use 
to stay healthy and safe before, during, and 
after your vacation.

Before you go – Most travel agencies 
and agents will give you information about 
health risks at your destination, but it’s up 
to you to make sure you get any vaccines 
or medicines you need before you go. If you 
need travel vaccines or medicines, make an 
appointment with your healthcare provider to 
get them at least six weeks before you leave. 
This is to allow the vaccines enough time to 
become effective. If you will need vaccines, 

Summer 
Travel Health 

Risks

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

when you make the appointment, ask your 
medical provider or their office staff if they 
have all the specific vaccines you need. You 
may need to get some of them at a pharmacy, 
and some (such as yellow fever vaccine) are 
available only at specialized travel clinics.

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC.
gov) recommends all international travelers 
be up-to-date on routine vaccines, such as in-
fluenza (flu), tetanus, and measles. There are 
currently measles outbreaks in many popular 
destinations – don’t go unprotected!

areas of special concern
Carribean: Zika virus, after-

math of hurricanes – Women 
should avoid the Caribbean area if 
there is any possibility they might 
be pregnant now (regardless 
of stage of pregnancy) or may 
become pregnant within three 
months of leaving the Caribbean. 
Many popular summer destinations through-
out the Caribbean, Central and South Amer-
ica, the Pacific Islands, and Mexico still have 
a risk of Zika. Because Zika can cause seri-
ous birth defects (microcephaly), if a woman 
is infected during pregnancy, travelers should 
take precautions before and after traveling 

qUality oF liFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

to areas with risk of Zika. Zika is primarily 
spread through mosquito bites, but it can also 
be spread through sex. To avoid sexual trans-
mission of the Zika virus, women should use 
condoms for three months and men should 
use condoms for six months after leaving the 
area of Zika risk. On CDC’s “Zika Travel In-
formation” page, you can find out if there is 
a risk of Zika at your destination and how to 
protect yourself and others during and after 
your trip.

Travelers to the Ca-
ribbean should be aware 
that some islands may 
not have recovered from 
the damage caused by 
the 2017 hurricanes. See 
the “Hurricanes Irma and 
Maria travel notice” on 
the CDC website for more 
information.`

europe: measles – 
There are outbreaks of measles in popular 
destinations in Europe (England, France, 
Italy, Greece), as well as in Indonesia and 
the Philippines. Measles spreads rapidly 
and can lead to serious complications. Don’t 
put yourself at risk. Make sure you are up 
to date on the MMR (measles, mumps, and 
rubella) vaccine before you go.

Brazil: yellow fever – There is a deadly 
outbreak of yellow fever in Brazil. Travelers 
to Brazil (including popular destinations like 
the cities of Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paolo) 
should protect themselves by get-
ting the yellow fever vaccine at 
least ten days before travel. 

during your trip (anywhere)
eating / drinking – Travel-

ers’ diarrhea is the most com-
mon travel-related illness. If you 
are traveling to a developing 
country, you are at very high risk. 

Tempting as it can be, 
do not eat food from street 
vendors. Even if the vendor 
has clean hands, he or she is 
constantly touching contam- i -
nated paper money from customers, picking 
up bacteria and viruses which are transferred 
to the food that’s served to you. Street food is 
an extremely common way people get infect-
ed with diarrhea!

Food that is cooked and served hot is saf-
est. Salads, fruits, and vegetables can be safe 
in hotels and larger tourist oriented restaurants. 
Try a little bit one day, then you can have more 
the next day if you have no nausea or diarrhea. 
The safest fruits and vegetables are those you 
have washed in safe water or peeled yourself.

don’t ever drink tap water. Carry water 
with you. Drink water, juices, sodas, or sports 

From malaria 
to measles to 
Montezuma’s 
Revenge, be 
prepared!

Out patient physical therapy practice  
with a focus on manual therapy, 

health and wellness, treating various 
physical ailments.

Out patient physical therapy practice  
with a focus on manual therapy, 

health and wellness, treating various 
physical ailments.
CHARLES DUDLEY
Dudley Physical Therapy @ Spunk Fitness, Golden Ring
Your Success is My Goal
8502 Kelso Dr. 21221
ph. 443-742-0019   •  fx. 443-345-3414

drinks that are bottled and sealed, or very hot 
coffee or tea. Only use ice if it is made with bot-
tled or disinfected water- some hotels and large 
fancier restaurants do this.

Sun-related sickness and general ad-
vice – Avoid hot temperatures and sun expo-
sure. Wear hats with brims that go all the way 
around, not billed caps. Wear SPF 15 or high-
er sunscreen and reapply it after swimming 
or sweating. If you are using insect repellant, 
apply sunscreen first, then insect repellent.

Always wear seat belts and choose safe 
transportation. Motor vehicle crashes are 
the number-one killer of healthy US citi-
zens in foreign countries.

after you return – Some travel-related ill-
nesses may not make you feel sick until after 
you get home. If you are not feeling well after 
your trip and it lasts more than a few days, you 
may need to see your health care provider. Be 
sure to tell your provider about your travel, in-
cluding where you went and what you did on 
your trip, and any new sexual contacts. This 
will help your provider know which infections to 
consider that are rarely found in the US. If your 
health care provider lacks experience in inter-
national medicine, you can find a travel medi-
cine specialist or clinic on the CDC website.

after-travel illness that may be serious
Fever / malaria – If you have been in a 

country where there is known malaria and you 
develop a fever within a month after you leave, 
see a doctor im- mediately. Most fevers 

are caused by less se-
rious illnesses. But be-
cause malaria is a med-
ical emergency, your 
doctor must first rule it 
out. A fever could still 
be malaria even if you 
took antimalarial med-
icine, because the 
medicine is not 100% 
effective. Most malar-
ia develops within 30 
days, but rare cases 
can lie dormant for a 

year or longer. So always tell your doctor about 
any travel you have done, even if it was months 
ago. The diagnosis of malaria is made through 
a blood test which is most accurate if done 
when the person has fever.

Persistent diarrhea – Most cases of 
diarrhea go away by themselves in a few 
days. See your doctor if you have diarrhea 
that lasts for two weeks or more. Persistent 
diarrhea can make you lose nutrients and can 
be caused by parasitic infections that must be 
treated with special drugs. t

eva Hersh, md, is a family physician. 
Please send questions and comments to her 
by email at dr.eva@baltimoreoutloud.com.

Sure you 
want 

to go?
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Enough is Enough
Get relief. Pure and simple. Ask your doctor about Mytesi.
Mytesi (crofelemer):
 • Is the only medicine FDA-approved to relieve diarrhea in people with HIV
 • Treats diarrhea differently by normalizing the flow of water in the GI tract 
 • Has the same or fewer side effects as placebo in clinical studies 
 • Comes from a tree sustainably harvested in the Amazon Rainforest

What is Mytesi?
Mytesi is a prescription medicine that helps relieve symptoms of diarrhea not caused by  
an infection (noninfectious) in adults living with HIV/AIDS on antiretroviral therapy (ART). 
Important Safety Information
Mytesi is not approved to treat infectious diarrhea (diarrhea caused by bacteria, a virus,  
or a parasite). Before starting you on Mytesi, your healthcare provider will first be sure that you  
do not have infectious diarrhea. Otherwise, there is a risk you would not receive the right medicine 
and your infection could get worse. In clinical studies, the most common side effects that occurred 
more often than with placebo were upper respiratory tract (sinus, nose, and throat) infection 
(5.7%), bronchitis (3.9%), cough (3.5%), flatulence (3.1%), and increased bilirubin (3.1%).

RELIEF, PURE AND SIMPLE

In adults with HIV on ART who have diarrhea not caused by an infection

NP-390-15

Please see complete Prescribing Information at Mytesi.com.

IMPORTANT PATIENT INFORMATION
This is only a summary. See complete Prescribing Information at  
Mytesi.com or by calling 1-844-722-8256. This does not take the place  
of talking with your doctor about your medical condition or treatment.

What Is Mytesi?
Mytesi is a prescription medicine used to improve symptoms of 
noninfectious diarrhea (diarrhea not caused by a bacterial, viral, or 
parasitic infection) in adults living with HIV/AIDS on ART.
Do Not Take Mytesi if you have diarrhea caused by an infection. Before 
you start Mytesi, your doctor and you should make sure your diarrhea is 
not caused by an infection (such as bacteria, virus, or parasite).

Possible Side Effects of Mytesi Include:
•  Upper respiratory tract infection (sinus, nose, and throat infection) 
•  Bronchitis (swelling in the tubes that carry air to and from your lungs)  
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Mytesi comes from the Croton lechleri tree harvested  
in South America. 

Tired of planning your life around diarrhea?

For Copay Savings Card and  
Patient Assistance, see Mytesi.com



16 t  BaltimoRe oUtloUd      JULY 6, 2018 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.COm

Every day I work hard to tell my LGBTQ 
community that, not only am I ‘Baltimore 
Police Department Sergeant Kevin Bai-
ley’, but also someone who embraces their 
concerns as my own. 

I constantly study other cities and law 
enforcement agencies regarding the way 
they deal with LGBTQ concerns. As a re-
sult, I was able to start a new safety initia-
tive called “Safe Place.”

“Safe Place” is a citywide program 
designed to assist the victims of 

anti-LGBTQ crime 
specifically. Encour-
aging the reporting of 
LGBTQ crimes, which 
enhances the collab-
oration between the 
community and po-
lice, makes Baltimore 
a safer place to live. 
Right now, the initia-
tive is only operat-
ing in Baltimore City. 
However, businesses 
and organizations 
can sign up by going 
to Baltimorepolice.
com/safeplace. 

if a member of 
the city’s lgBtq 
community feels 
unsafe or targeted, 
what should they 

do?
If you are a lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, transgen-
der or queer/questioning 
victim of, or witness to, a 
crime, please report the 
incident to the police as 
soon as possibly by call-
ing 911.

This will allow the police department 
respond to, and statistically track, an-
ti-LGBTQ incidents. The BPD can then de-
ploy police officers and other resources to 
the area where these crimes are occurring, 
so that we can stop these crimes from oc-
curring. t

The July lunch & learn workshop, fea-
ture Sgt. Bailey, is scheduled for Thursday, 
July 12th from noon to 1:30 pm in the com-
munity rooms at Chase Brexton’s mount 
Vernon Center (1111 North Charles Street, 
Baltimore). To attend or receive more info 
rSVP to lgbt@chasebrexton.org or call 
410-837-2050 x1049. t

Chase Brexton’s lGBT Health re-
source Center provides access to expert 
health information and resources that will 
enhance wellness and quality of life. For 
more info, it’s resourceCenter.lgbt

LGBTQ Police 
Liaison

Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems

qUality oF liFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

By daniel mCevily
Chase Brexton’s 
lGBT Health resource Center
Personal safety remains a top concern for 
many LGBT individuals, especially in light of 
violent incidents directed toward members 
of Baltimore’s LGBTQ community in recent 
years. Too often, police are not viewed as 
allies in addressing these concerns – and 
are sometimes even seen as threats them-
selves.

The issues and more will be discussed 
in an open conversation between LGBT 
elders and Sgt. Kevin Bailey, the LGBTQ 
community liaison for the Baltimore Police 
Department (BPD), at an upcoming Lunch 
& Learn workshop presented by The LGBT 
Health Resource Center of Chase Brexton 
Health Care on July 12th.

Sgt. Bailey discussed his role as the 
LGBTQ community liaison for the BPD.

as the Baltimore Police department’s 

liaison to the lgBt community, what 
does your job entail?

Some of my duties include working 
closely with the LGBTQ community on a 
variety of community-related events and 
issues: 

• meeting with the police commissioner 
to discuss the BPD’s work with the LGBTQ 
community and briefing the commissioner 
about incidents that are affecting the com-
munity 

• monitoring all LGBTQ-related crime 
statistics and responses 

• ensuring LGBTQ crime victims re-
ceive victim’s assistant and resources ide-
al for their need and

• developing policies, procedures, and 
training for the police department, along 
with cultural competency training. 

in your opinion, what are the most 
significant public safety issues facing 

Sgt. Kevin 
Bailey, the 
LGBTQ 
community 
liaison for 
the Baltimore 
Police 
Department

to give talk 
at Chase Brexton, 
July 12th

Baltimore’s lgBtq community?
Unreported crime is the most signifi-

cant public safety issue facing Baltimore’s 
LGBTQ community. Factors that may deter 
a victim from seeking help from the police 
include fears of being outted, mistreated 
by the police, or not being taken seriously. 

Sadly, the vast majority of informa-
tion pertaining to the LGBTQ community I 
stumble onto comes from social media, not 
police reports. More often than not, I take 
the crime information obtained from social 
media and run it 
past my contacts 
within the LGBTQ 
community. Some-
times I’m success-
ful convincing the 
victim to come 
forward and other 
times not. 

how is the BPd 
working to address 
lgBtq issues? 

First and fore-
most, the best way 
to address many is-
sues that the LGBTQ 
community has with 
the police depart-
ment comes down 
to trust. Each time 
an officer encoun-
ters a member of 
the community that 
interaction helps build the foundation for 
renewed trust. That’s why I’ve worked so 
hard to make sure the LGBTQ training for 
all officers is comprehensive. I didn’t want 
LGBTQ training to be just a piece of pa-
per with a new policy on it. The training 
contains practicums, classroom training, 
and workshops that introduce officers to 
real-life, flesh-and-blood individuals that 
have been affected negatively by law en-
forcement interactions. 

The BPD has hosted several different 
trainings on LGBTQ culture competency 
over the past few years. I also teach at 
some of the trainings, and often members 
of the community participate as well. I reg-
ularly attend meetings and training within 
the community – hearing constructive crit-
icism from the LGBTQ community about 
the police department is always the best 
report card. 

Managing expectations is also a big 
part of being an LGBTQ liaison. It is es-
sential departmental policy and proce-
dures are taught to my community. When 
the process and procedures of reporting 
crimes are understood, community mem-
bers feel empowered and know their rights 
are protected. 
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Growing up we were asked by mom and 
dad before leaving the house “Do you 
have to go to the bathroom?” “No,” would 
be our reply which was then followed up 
by “Go anyway, it’s a long trip!” This is 
known in the pelvic physical therapy world 
as “J.I.C.ing” or “Just in Case.” Once we 
hit school age we then had to 
time our pee breaks 
between classes. 
Getting a lavatory 
pass was a privilege 
and often frowned 
upon and we were 
then told “can’t you 
wait until break?” 
Once we caught on 
to the routine we 
got better at it and 
would pee on the 
run as we went from 
class to class in mid-
dle school and high 
school, and even in 
college. We became 
very well trained as 
to when we could go 
to the bathroom. Reminds me of Sheldon 
from “Big Bang Theory” and his regiment-
ed routine for bodily functions! So what’s 
the big deal? Isn’t this just sage advice 
from our elders? 

Remember the time when you were 
five and didn’t do as mom had asked and 
you had an accident in the back seat and 
then … oh, wait, that was me! Anyway, you 
have my point. Fundamentally it makes 
sense to avoid the discomfort of trying to 
hold your pee, the increasing pressure and 
eventual pain from trying to wait until you 
find a bathroom, to the point that it’s pain-
ful to even move! Go now and be sure you 
don’t have to go later. 

Problem is, this is not how it actual-
ly works. Our bladders are very clever 
elastic muscles with special nerves for 
sensing pressure as well as coordinating 
when to hold and when to release urine. 
The lower back wall of the bladder has an 
area called the trigone, an area with spe-

Are You J.I.C.-
ing?

Gap
 Charles Dudley

Mending
the

cial pressure nerves that tell us when the 
bladder is filling and getting full. The very 
bottom of the bladder becomes the urethra 
– including the valve/sphincter to keep it 
closed – and is automatic, meaning we do 
not have conscious control over this first 
internal sphincter. We have a second ex-
ternal sphincter that we do control. This is 
the one we tighten when we are trying to 
hold our pee. 

This next part may get a little tricky so 
I will try to be as simple as possible. The 
trigone tells the bladder it is full based on 
the amount of pressure it detects, and then 
sends a signal to the top of the bladder tell-
ing it to start contracting to push the pee 
out, while at the same time sending a sig-
nal to both sphincters to tell them to relax 
and allow the flow of urine. When we are 
not ready to pee we intentionally tighten 

our external sphinc-
ter, which sends a 
signal back to the 
bladder saying, 
“Chill there skippy, 
we are not ready 
yet!” This signal 
from the sphincter 
tells the bladder to 
relax, which then 
allows the bladder 
to fill some more. 
Once the pressure 
goes up again, we 
get the knock at 
the door again 
with the urge to 
pee. Again, if we 
are not ready to 

pee we tighten our ex-
ternal sphincter and the bladder gets an-
other signal which allows more filling of 
urine. By the third knock at the bladder 
door, we should be ready to pee. When we 
are really desperate, we will also use our 
pelvic floor muscles to hold back the tide.

So what is so wrong with going “just 
in case”? We train our bladders to emp-
ty at lower volumes, which leads to more 
frequent trips to the bathroom, day and 
night. How many times are you getting up 
to pee in the middle of the night? This can 
be disruptive to work not only because you 
are running to the bathroom multiple times 
during the day, but also because you are 
not getting proper sleep due to the inter-
ruptions. Once a night at my age (my li-
cense is a stone tablet) is normal. Two or 
more is not. The good news is that blad-
ders can be trained in both directions and 
is easier than training your dragon! Con-
tact me at Dudley Physical Therapy for 
more information. t

qUality oF liFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS thinKing oUtloUd

By Ryan JameS RitZeS
i just graduated from Calvert Hall College 
High School, a private, Catholic, all-
boys school in Towson, maryland.  The 
institution is renowned across the 
country for its excellent academics 
and athletics, but an area i feel they 
could improve in is inclusivity and ac-
ceptance.  While attending the school, i no-
ticed an environment of homophobia which at 
times made students, including myself, feel 
unwelcome. This past year i wrote an arti-
cle addressing this for the school paper, and 
thanks to the support of many teachers and 
friends it was at long last published.  

Unfortunately i dropped parts for ap-
peasement’s sake, and several parts were 
censored, so i decided to publish it else-
where – not only to maintain the integrity of 
my writing, but to serve as inspiration for oth-
er private schools struggling with inclusivity.  i 
hope members of school communities ev-
erywhere, not just Calvert Hall, can use this 
article as a springboard to becoming more 
diverse and inclusive.

As a student who was involved in Peer 
Ministry, theatre, liturgy band, McMullen 
Scholars, yoga club, and now newspaper, 
you would think I felt pretty deeply rooted 
in the Calvert Hall community ... but there 
were days when I didn’t feel like a part of it 
at all.  You might not think about it much, but 
people in our community are frequently sub-
jected to harassment, particularly of the ho-
mophobic variety. Joe Sokoloff (’18) shared: 
“People often use homosexual slurs, but 
they’ll try to say it’s okay to say it because 
they don’t actually hate gay people, despite 
using the words intended to degrade them.” 

I am writing this article to raise awareness 
of the discrimination and bullying that is tak-

ing place within our community, in the hopes 
that we can work together to improve.  I 
just walked out of Calvert Hall College as a 
student for the last time, and I would like to 
share some experiences that I hope the class 
of 2022 and onwards will never have to face.

Homophobia, among other forms of 

Here & Queer 
Even in a Catholic 
Boys’ High School

discrimination, results primarily from igno-
rance.  In spring of 2015, Thomas Mannion 
(’15) attempted to rally students and teachers 
to combat this ignorance by forming Calvert 
Hall’s first ever Gay-Straight Alliance.  “As 
an openly gay man, I felt uncomfortable by 
the lack of visibility of queer students and the 
lack of talking about it,” said Thomas. “It felt 

like something that was tolerated, but not 
accepted.”  Sadly, the group did not con-
tinue to meet.

It is not quite clear why the group 
stopped meeting.  As a student, I had 
heard a rumor that the group was dis-

banded.  To find out more, I spoke to Calvert 
Hall alum and long-time school counselor and 
basketball coach Mr. Mark Amatucci.  “We 
got the ‘okay’ to establish the club, but it had 
to be ‘under the radar,’” he explained. “It went 
fairly well the first year; it was not exclusive 
to gay people, it had an agenda, and guys 
had different topics they wanted to discuss, 
including how to bring the community togeth-
er when talking about sexuality.  Then there 
were changes in the administration, and 
while we didn’t get an absolute ‘no,’ we did 

not continue to get the support we had initially 
achieved, and the club fizzled.” 

Currently there is no organization of that 
sort, and homophobia continues to run ram-
pant in our school.  Mr. Amatucci, along with 
many other faculty members, would like to 
see the club be reintroduced: “I’m interest-
ed in letting guys have a voice, letting them 
know they have the support of the fac-

ulty,” says Mr. 
Amatucci.  “Discussion is healthy; the topic is 
healthy. I truly believe in Christ’s teachings, 
and I believe that my purpose on earth to be a 
witness for those teachings. That’s my job! If I 
can go out into the community and allow peo-
ple to have a voice, that’s what Christ has me 
on earth for.” t  To be continued next issue.

Several other alums have spoken to me 
about their experiences with homophobia at 

Part 1 
of 2

“People often use 
homosexual slurs, 

but they’ll try to say 
it’s okay because they 
don’t actually hate gay 

people.”
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ing with his feet. I believe this statement 
was him commenting that he was walking 
humbly with his God. 

Walking humbly with God meant some-
thing else for some of us. It meant voting 
– getting out and making a difference. This 
can go far above the voting booth. If you 
can, volunteer to register voters, work at 
the polling places in November, provide 
transportation to the voting place for some-
one or someones who cannot otherwise 
get there. Work on campaigns for officials 
who can make a difference in November. 

Some of you may know me. I wear a kip-
pah, a religious head covering. Most do not 
ask why. Probably because they may think 
it rude. Well, the simple truth is – I wear it 
to remind myself that there is something 
much greater than me. It is a constant re-
minder that I am also not alone. I walk with 
God. If ever you felt alone, struggling, this 
prophet speaks to you. You are not alone. 
And, when you realize that, when you un-
derstand that you are not alone, wow, what 
can you accomplish. So, get out there and 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God. t

When used as prescribed,  PrEPis more than 90% effective in stopping HIV infection from sex. 
Same-day-start prescriptions are available at Chase Brexton Health Care. 

Faith

The prophet micah in 6:8, tells us: it hath 
been told thee, O man, what is good, and 
what the lord doth require of thee: only to 
do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God. This was the topic of 
study this past Saturday morning. We dug 
in deep trying to understand what we are 
called to do. 

Do justly – on Saturday we saw peo-
ple all over our country march and demon-
strate for reuniting families separated by 
ICE. Demanding that these families be 
united now not weeks or months from now, 
not after hearings or deportations. Now. 
We know our elected officials have taken 

Listening to the 
Prophet

off to be with their families and constitu-
ents for the 4th of July celebration. So, if 
we are waiting for them to do something, 
well, they left us waiting. Many will be out 
and about in their home towns – march-
ing in parades, having 
picnics, just shop-
ping. Let them know 
how you feel about 
immigration. Let them 
know how they need 
to “do justly.” That is 
what Micah is teaching 
us.

love mercy – 
share your voice and 
your heart. We each 
have an opportunity 
to reach out. We can 
try to ease the pain of 
others with our acts of kindness. 
When separated parents hear that there 
are protests happening everywhere – fo-
cusing on reunification, we are acting with 
mercy and those parents can realize they 
are not alone. If you are able, making 
donations to organizations working with 
these families will definitely ease the pain. 
Listening to the news last night, I heard 

that there are extreme financial bonds 
and penalties involved with their plight for 
freedom. Financial costs so far out of their 
reach. If you can help, please, do.

walk humbly – at a time in our 
history where ar-
rogance is ram-
pant, walking 
humbly seems 
so strange. 
What does this 
mean? To be 
humble, know-
ing our place, 
The full phrase 
is, walk humbly 
with your God. 
Wow, walking 
with God. At our 
religious ser-

vice we each spoke about what this could 
mean for us. Some spoke about the phys-
ical walk. Being out with others, marching, 
protesting. One main theme was seeing 
the divine spark in the “other”. If we can 
look at each soul as a divine spark, then 
whatever we do, we are doing it with God. 
When Rabbi Heschel marched with MLK 
from Selma in 1965, he said he was pray-

Speaks
Spirit

By Rabbi Jan Dodi
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browndowntown.org
1316 Park Ave., Balt., MD, 21217
410.523.1542

Summer Schedule
Worship, Sunday at 10 a.m.

Christian Education classes 
resume after Labor Day

The Source for the lgbtq community
To advertise in our Spiritual directory

please call 410-802-1310
BaltimoreOutloud.com

The Source for the lgbtq community
To advertise in our Spiritual directory

please call 410-802-1310
BaltimoreOutloud.com

Baltimore Ethical Society
306 W Franklin Street, #102
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-581-2322
baltimoreethicalsociety.org

Bolton Street Synagogue
212 West Coldspring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-235-5354
boltonstreet.org

Brown Memorial Park Avenue 
Presbyterian Church
1316 Park Avenue
Baltimore MD 21217
410-523-1542
browndowntown.org 
Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9402
beittikvah.org

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
811 Cathedral Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-685-1130
emmanueldowntown.org

First and Franklin Street. Pres-
byterian Church
210 W. Madison Street
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545
firstfranklin.org

First Unitarian Church of Balti-
more
1 West Hamilton Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-685-2330
firstunitarian.net

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-433-6650
graceunitedmethodist.org 

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Road.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188
govanspres.org

Interfaith Fairness 
Coalition of MD
P.O. Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555
ifcmd.org

MCC of Baltimore
405 West Monument Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
mccbaltimore.org

Memorial Episcopal Church
1407 Bolton Street
Baltimore MD 21217
410-669-0220
memorialepiscopal.org

New Light MCC
40 W. Church Street
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
newlightmcc.com

The Church of the Advent
1301 South Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21230
410-539-7804
advent-baltimore.org

Veritas United Church 
of Christ
22 N Mulberry Street., Suite 113
Hagerstown, MD 21740
240- 310-6891
veritashagerstown.com
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Please see Important Facts about BIKTARVY, 
including important warnings, on the following page.

BIKTARVY is a 1-pill, once-a-day complete HIV-1 treatment for adults who 
are either new to treatment or whose healthcare provider determines they 
can replace their current HIV-1 medicines with BIKTARVY. 

BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

Get HIV support by 
downloading a free app
at MyDailyCharge.com

BIKTARVY is a 1-pill, once-a-day complete HIV-1 treatment for adults who 
are either new to treatment or whose healthcare provider determines they 

KEEP
EMPOWERING.

Because HIV doesn’t change who you are.

Ask your healthcare provider if BIKTARVY is right for you. 

BIKTARVY.COM

What is BIKTARVY®?
BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day 
prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults. 
It can either be used in people who have never taken 
HIV-1 medicines before, or people who are replacing 
their current HIV-1 medicines and whose healthcare 
provider determines they meet certain requirements. 

BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. HIV-1 is 
the virus that causes AIDS. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information 
I should know about BIKTARVY?

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects:

}  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you 
have both HIV-1 and HBV and stop taking BIKTARVY, 
your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do not stop 
taking BIKTARVY without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to monitor 
your health.

Who should not take BIKTARVY?

Do not take BIKTARVY if you take:

}   dofetilide 

}   rifampin 

}   any other medicines to treat HIV-1 

What are the other possible side effects 
of BIKTARVY?

Serious side effects of BIKTARVY may also include:

}  Changes in your immune system. Your immune system 
may get stronger and begin to fi ght infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms 
after you start taking BIKTARVY.

}   Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to 
check your kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney 
problems, they may tell you to stop taking BIKTARVY.

}   Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is 
a serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to death.

 
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get 
these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than 
usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath 
or fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea and 
vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or 
lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

}  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead 
to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days 
or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

The most common side effects of BIKTARVY in clinical 
studies were diarrhea (6%), nausea (5%), and headache 
(5%). Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side 
effects that bother you or don’t go away. 

What should I tell my healthcare provider 
before taking BIKTARVY?

}  All your health problems. Be sure to tell your 
healthcare provider if you have or have had any 
kidney or liver problems, including hepatitis 
virus infection.

}  All the medicines you take, including prescription 
and over-the-counter medicines, antacids, laxatives, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. BIKTARVY and 
other medicines may affect each other. Keep a list 
of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist, and ask if it is safe to take 
BIKTARVY with all of your other medicines. 
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Please see Important Facts about BIKTARVY, 
including important warnings, on the following page.

BIKTARVY is a 1-pill, once-a-day complete HIV-1 treatment for adults who 
are either new to treatment or whose healthcare provider determines they 
can replace their current HIV-1 medicines with BIKTARVY. 

BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

Get HIV support by 
downloading a free app
at MyDailyCharge.com

BIKTARVY is a 1-pill, once-a-day complete HIV-1 treatment for adults who 
are either new to treatment or whose healthcare provider determines they 

KEEP
EMPOWERING.

Because HIV doesn’t change who you are.

Ask your healthcare provider if BIKTARVY is right for you. 

BIKTARVY.COM
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BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day 
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their current HIV-1 medicines and whose healthcare 
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BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. HIV-1 is 
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IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
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BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects:

}  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you 
have both HIV-1 and HBV and stop taking BIKTARVY, 
your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do not stop 
taking BIKTARVY without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to monitor 
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Who should not take BIKTARVY?

Do not take BIKTARVY if you take:

}   dofetilide 

}   rifampin 

}   any other medicines to treat HIV-1 

What are the other possible side effects 
of BIKTARVY?

Serious side effects of BIKTARVY may also include:

}  Changes in your immune system. Your immune system 
may get stronger and begin to fi ght infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms 
after you start taking BIKTARVY.

}   Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to 
check your kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney 
problems, they may tell you to stop taking BIKTARVY.

}   Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is 
a serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to death.
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}  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead 
to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
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(5%). Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side 
effects that bother you or don’t go away. 
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}  All your health problems. Be sure to tell your 
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virus infection.

}  All the medicines you take, including prescription 
and over-the-counter medicines, antacids, laxatives, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. BIKTARVY and 
other medicines may affect each other. Keep a list 
of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist, and ask if it is safe to take 
BIKTARVY with all of your other medicines. 

}   If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is 
not known if BIKTARVY can harm your unborn baby. 
Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant 
while taking BIKTARVY.

}   If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to 
breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. HIV-1 can be passed 
to the baby in breast milk.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects 
of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/
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IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about 
BIKTARVY® and does not replace talking to your healthcare 
provider about your condition and your treatment.
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including: 
•   Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you have both 

HIV-1 and HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop 
taking BIKTARVY. Do not stop taking BIKTARVY without first 
talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check 
your health regularly for several months.

ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription medicine 
used to treat HIV-1 in adults. It can either be used in people 
who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before, or people who are 
replacing their current HIV-1 medicines and whose healthcare 
provider determines they meet certain requirements.  
BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. HIV-1 is the virus that 
causes AIDS. 
Do NOT take BIKTARVY if you also take a medicine 
that contains:
•  dofetilide 
•  rifampin 
•  any other medicines to treat HIV-1

BEFORE TAKING BIKTARVY

Tell your healthcare provider all your medical conditions, 
including if you:
•   Have or have had any kidney or liver problems, including hepatitis 

infection.
•  Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•   Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 

breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 
to your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•   Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter 

medicines, antacids, laxatives, vitamins, and herbal supplements, 
and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.

•   Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that 
interact with BIKTARVY.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About BIKTARVY” section.
• Changes in your immune system.
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
•   Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a 

serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell 
your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: 
weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle 
pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or 
lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

•      Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell 
your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: 
skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” 
urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or 
longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

•      The most common side eff ects of BIKTARVY in clinical studies 
were diarrhea (6%), nausea (5%), and headache (5%). 

These are not all the possible side effects of BIKTARVY. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you have any new symptoms while 
taking BIKTARVY.
Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your 
health before and during treatment with BIKTARVY.

HOW TO TAKE BIKTARVY

Take BIKTARVY 1 time each day with or without food. 

GET MORE INFORMATION

•   This is only a brief summary of important information about 
BIKTARVY. Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist to 
learn more.

•   Go to BIKTARVY.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5.
•   If you need help paying for your medicine, visit BIKTARVY.com 

for program information.
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gan skating in cruise ships for about seven 
years.” 

Smith joined the production in early 
November, after the role had already been 
created. “I did a crash course in choreog-

raphy, but from my years of 
skating lessons, I was able 
to master both the technique 
and the choreography for the 
show.” 

This is Smith’s first show 
with Cirque du Soleil. “My 
main role in the performance 
is a ‘business man’ and there 
are four of us in total. We 
have microphones attached 
to our skates. In one partic-
ular number, at the end we 
do a tap dance with the mi-
crophone on our skates. It 
sounds really cool!”

He is very excited to 
return to Baltimore for this upcoming per-
formance. “I haven’t been to Baltimore in a 
really long time. I’m very excited to catch 
up with some friends and teachers from 
my childhood, as well as find the house 
that I grew up while I’m here.” t

By FRanKie KUJawa
Charm City’s resident comedic jewel, Mi-
chael Furr, is celebrating the upcoming film 
release of his self-proclaimed “super gay 
stand-up comedy special” called “Straight 
Acting.” Available both on his website Mi-
chaelfurr.com and very soon to Amazon 
Prime, the hour long stand-up special is 
hilariously entertaining and will have au-
diences in stitches. Furr recently chatted 
with Baltimore OUTloud about the upcom-
ing release, his material and his upcoming 
projects.

Frankie Kujawa: michael, your new 
special is absolutely hys-
terical! From where do you 
draw your material?

michael Furr: It’s all from 
personal experience. It’s all 
stories and conversations that 
I’ve had with friends, or a lot of 
it came from my boyfriend and 
I sitting around talking about 
stuff. I then write down an idea 
and try to work it into a set, 
where I can tell that same sto-
ry, but highlight the funny part.

what inspired you to do 
a stand-up special?

ATB Productions recently 
did a comedy special last year 
on a friend of mine – Archie 
Jamieson. I watched him do 
this special, and was amazed 
how well the production crew 
handled it. I wanted to do the 
same thing. After talking with Archie, he 
had said he wanted to preserve his materi-
al forever through this special. I had been 
in this business for about three years, and 
I have a lot of material that I wasn’t going 
to use anymore, but I wanted to preserve 

lively aRtS // OUT ON STAGE

it. So, I wanted to do an hour-long special 
about being a gay man, and especially be-
ing a gay comedian. So, I decided to call it 
‘Straight Acting’ and make the whole spe-
cial about being gay.

Could you tell our readers about the 
live performance?

It was filmed at the Wind-Up Space, 
who are awesome people to work with. I 
had a comedian friend of mine do my star 
chart and asked when would be a good 
time to do this special. She said March 
15th was the perfect date, and that’s when 
we ended up filming the special.

how has this special helped your ca-
reer as a comic?

Some great opportunities have come 
up for me as a writer, 
comic, director, and 
performer. Doing this 
special, as well as em-
ceeing at the Baltimore 
Pride Parade, was 
great visibility for me. 
It was just a lovely day.

what are your 
upcoming projects? 

I’ve already start-
ed writing my second 
hour-comedy special, 
and I’d like to do an-
other one next year. 
I turn 40 next year, 
so it’s going to be a 
special about turning 
40. I also just wrote, 
and will be directing a 

play – my first play – and filmed a few parts 
for some short films coming out soon. I’ll 
also be doing Artscape this year, which is 
amazing for Baltimore comedy. t

For more information on how to down-
load “Straight acting,” as well as to see 
clips from the special, please visit mi-
chael’s website: michaelfurr.com

Baltimore Comic 
Premieres First Comedy 
Special

By FRanKie KUJawa
Cirque du Soleil’s first-ever on-ice produc-
tion, “Crystal – A Breakthrough Ice Experi-
ence,” is more than just an ice show. Ex-
ploring the artistic limits of ice for the first 
time in the company’s history, the unique 
production pushes the boundaries of per-
formance by combining stunning skating 

with acrobatic feats that defy the imagina-
tion. Running from July 5th through 8th at 
the Royal Farms Arena, the performance 
brings together gymnasts and skaters that 
perform acrobatics on both the ice and the 
air. Baltimore OUTloud recently chatted 
with Crystal skater, and Baltimore-native, 
Scott Smith regarding his upcoming perfor-

Baltimore Skater Stars in Cirque du Soleil’s ‘Crystal’
mance in the show.

“Audiences are going to see a lot of 
skating and acrobatics put together into 
one performance,” Smith explained. “The 
lighting is impressive and the music is ab-
solutely fantastic. Everyone will 
enjoy this show.” 

“In a way, I have been 
preparing and working for 
this role forever.” Smith 
started skating when 
he was seven-years old 
with the Baltimore Figure 
Skating Club. “I skated at 
the Northwest Ice Skat-
ing Rink for some time, 
and then did some skating 
at the Mount Pleasant Ice 
Skating Rink. I began com-
muting to University of Del-
aware in sixth grade, and 
moved away from home in 
high school to train in Del- a-
ware.” Eventually, Smith moved on to con-
tinue his training in Boston, and then com-
peted in Salt Lake City, Utah. He competed 
“all over the place” until he was about 28. 
“I then switched to show skating, and be-

on the 
rocks

michael
Furr
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warts, but the BSO will be 
hard at work behind the 
scenes. 

Many people do not 
realize the level of prepa-
ration involved with these 
live orchestra and movie 
performances. “In terms 
of the non-musical part 
of the production, our 

staff first receives a ‘rider,’ 
which is all the technical information we 
need to know about showing the movie. 
It includes screen size, the type of projec-
tor to use, what instruments we’re going 
to mic, and all sorts of other details,” says 
BSO director of operations Rebecca Cain. 
“We review the rider and then communi-
cate with the film’s technicians to confirm 
we are providing all the items they need. 
Of course, while we are doing this part 
of the work, the musicians are practicing 
piles of music – sometimes one individual 
sheet music part might have 140 pages!”

The level of preparation and specific 
requirements may make the average per-
son sweat, but the professionals at the 
BSO are prepared for this. The energy 
behind the scenes is similar to that of a 
season scheduled performance. “In some 
ways the energy is very similar – after all, 
it’s a concert, and we do hundreds of con-
certs every year! But with the added tech-
nical elements, there’s always a bit of ner-
vous energy about what might go wrong 
that isn’t completely in our control,” says 
Cain.

At this performance, audience mem-
bers will be swept away by the magic on 
the screen and on the stage. The music 
adds a new level of excitement to the dra-
ma unfolding before the viewer. “For me, 
one of the most exciting parts of being in 
the audience for the film is the moment 
when they orchestra starts playing again 
after a long dialogue segment,” says Cain. 
“That moment is always a little surprising 
to me because sometimes I’ve forgotten 
the orchestra is there. Hearing them play 
again makes the movie that much more 
exciting. I hope the audience realizes how 
much more exciting every movie is with 
music!”

Show your support for the Triwizard 
champions and the BSO at the Joseph 
Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. The perfor-
mances are on Thursday July 12th at 7:30 
pm, Friday July 13th at 7:30 pm, and Sat-
urday July 14th at 3 pm. Ticket info is at 
BSOmusic.org. t

By FRanKie KUJawa
In conjunction with the upcoming premiere of 
mamma mia! Here We Go again opening in 
theatres on July 20th, Toby’s Dinner Theatre 
is bringing the ABBA-infused musical mam-
ma mia! to the stage this month. Running until 
September 9th, mamma mia! is the story of 
a daughter’s quest to discover her father’s 
identity, which brings three very different men 
from her mother’s past back into her life. Bal-
timore OUTloud recently chatted with Maggie 
Dransfield who plays daughter Sophie in the 
performance. 

“Audience can expect more than just an 
ABBA concert.” Began Dransfield. “That’s 
something that Mark [Minnick, director and 
choreographer] has focused on and some-
thing that we have all focused on as a cast. 
We want to bring you the story of mamma 
mia!, the story of a mother and a daughter and 
the trials they go through, but the excitement 
of reliving the past. Since this production is 
theatre-in-the round (where the audience sur-
rounds the stage), it’s a very submersing ex-
perience, and is my favorite way to perform. 
It’s a lively exciting story that’s fueled by the 
music of ABBA.”

Dransfield, a native of Columbia, Mary-
land, began much of her young life perform-
ing in musical theatre. “I’ve performed since I 
was in fifth grade,” Dransfield laughed. “Since 
I played Lucy in You’re a Good man, Charlie 
Brown,” Dransfield went on to meet artistic di-
rector Toby Orenstein when she was 15 years 
old. “She cast me as Amneris in aida when I 
was part of Toby’s Teen Professional Theatre 
with the Columbia Center for the Theatrical 
Arts. Eventually, I went on to be part of Shrek 
and Children of eden, as well. That was 
when I really knew I wanted to pursue acting 
for real. [Toby] gave me a chance when she 
didn’t really know me, and I feel that I was 
honored to be cast by her. The training and 
acting through the song really showed me 
that was what I wanted to do.”

After attending West Virginia University 
for acting, which Dransfield emphasized is 
a “hidden jewel” and “up-and-coming acting 
school,” she moved to Boston for a few years 
and continued acting and fringe theatre per-
formances. Eventually Dransfield made the 
decision to return to where her acting had 
begun. “My boyfriend and I eventually decid-
ed to return back to this area and put some 

Toby’s Revives Mamma Mia!

roots down. I felt I needed to come home to 
my base. I decided to audition here at Toby’s, 
and found that I got the part after three call 
backs. It’s really become almost a full circle, 
but this time I have the firm acting base that I 
didn’t have before.”

Dransfield has brought a lot to her charac-
ter of Sophie in this performance. “I bring truth 
and honesty to Sophie. As a young woman 
myself, getting to play this woman who is a 
couple of years younger than I am, I to the 
role honesty, joy, and enthusiasm. She’s in 
such a tricky situation, dealing with her three 
dads and her mother. Sophie has so much 
heart and so much excitement, and I really 
want to bring that out in the performance. It’s 
more than just a kitschy story. It’s a coming-
of-age story for her character, and that’s what 
I want to shine throughout the performance.” 
t

For more info on mamma mia! at Toby’s, 
visit: Tobysdinnertheatre.com.

By BRynn deveReaUx
Dragons, a maze, He-
W h o - M u s t - N o t - B e -
Named, Daniel Radcliffe’s 
unfortunate haircut – the 
Triwizard Tournament is 
heading to the Joseph 
Meyerhoff Symphony Hall. 
Hear the Baltimore Sym-
phony Orchestra (BSO) 
play the score alongside 
a special viewing of Harry Potter and the 
Goblet of Fire from July 12th through July 
14th. Audience members may be enjoy-
ing Harry’s thrilling fourth year at Hog-

Triwizard Tourney at the BSO

maggie 
Dransfield
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By BRynn deveReaUx
When a young, talented ath-
lete, actor, musician, etc. 
comes on the scene, it is 
easy to be swept up in the 
excitement and think that 
young person has it made. 
They are gifted and should 
be placed on a pedestal. In 
her debut, Godspeed, Casey Legler de-
bunks the myth of the talented, young ath-
lete by sharing her story of life as a trou-
bled Olympic swimmer. 

To an outsider, Legler had a unique and 
brilliant life opportunity. She lived in France 
with her family and began swimming at age 
12. Her height and raw athletic talent made 
her a natural and gifted swimmer. Her en-
tire life seemed to revolve around swim-
ming – where she went to school and when 
she could hang out with her non-swimming 

friends, complete with a 
map of every meet she’d 
compete in through the 
2000 Olympics. 

Behind the scenes, 
Legler and her siblings 
pretended that their par-
ents’ marriage wasn’t de-
teriorating around them. 

She kept the encounters with the sexual-
ly abusive doctor and male teammates to 
herself. Drugs, alcohol, and defying au-
thority became her main hobbies. In short, 
the life that would seem blessed from the 
outside was falling apart from the inside. 

Unlike most memoirs, Legler doesn’t 
get bogged down with the minutiae. She 
tells snippets of her life from 1989 through 
1998 focusing on the important – and of-
tentimes traumatic – points in that time-
frame. By writing these vignettes, Legler 

BOOKS: Getting In & Out of the Swim
Godspeed is a 

memoir of the perils 
that can attend 

athletic success

conveys the raw emotions 
of loneliness, addiction, 
and a desire to belong to 
something. 

Her actions can be 
heartbreaking at times. 
As the reader, it is easy 
to see Legler’s sexual 
encounters, drug activity, 
and suicide attempts as a 
cry for help, but it seems 
that those around her ig-
nore it or make excuses 
for her because of her 
swimming talent. Legler 
writes, “I’m a failure and 
no one knows it: I stare 
in front of me, at the ex-
panse of time ahead, 
and feel nothing on the 
inside.” 

However, both 
Legler and the 
reader discov-
er that swimming 
wasn’t the path that 
she was destined 
to have. Today, 
Casey Legler is an 
artist, restaurateur, 
and model. She be-
came a trailblazer 
in the fashion world 
as the first woman 
to be signed to Ford 
Models to exclusively 
model men’s clothing. 
Godspeed is a poetic, 
dynamic memoir that 
illustrates more than 
a journey of self-dis-
covery: it sets the 
stage for the story of a 

personal rebirth. t 

By gRegg ShaPiRo
It’s been said before, but it bears repeat-
ing. LGBTQ musicians are making some of 
the most captivating and inspiring music out 
there. Since the beginning of 2018, new re-
leases by queer artists such as Jim Andralis, 
Lucy Dacus, H.C. McEntire, and Sarah Shook 
rank among the best to be heard.

Beginning with the release of her epony-
mous 2005 debut recording, Brandi Carlile 
has consistently delivered outstanding al-
bums, including The Story and Bear Creek, 
that have earned her a devoted following. 
With a goose-bump raising vocal range and 
the ability to write songs with immense emo-
tional impact, Carlile doesn’t disappoint with 
her latest disc By the Way, I Forgive You 
(Low Country Sound / Elektra). From the 
personal lesbian mom tune “The Mother” to 
the queer empowerment anthem “The Joke,” 
Carlile has created her most far-reaching set 
of songs. The country-tinged “Every Time I 
Hear that Song” (from which the album gets 
its title), the stomp of “Hold Out Your Hand,” 
the heartbreaking political statement of “Ful-
ton County Jane Doe,” the addiction sto-
ry-song “Sugartooth,” the back-to-back for-
giveness theme of “Most of All” and “Harder 
to Forgive,” and the breathtaking album clos-
er “Party of One” all contribute in making this 
Carlile’s best album to date.

ezra Furman describes his brilliant and 
unforgettable new album Transangelic Exo-
dus (Bella Union) as “not a concept record, 

but almost a novel, or a cluster of stories on a 
theme, a combination of fiction and a half-true 
memoir… a personal companion for a para-
noid road trip. A queer outlaw saga.” Regard-
less of how you feel 
about that description, 
you would be remiss 
if you didn’t give the 
disc a spin. A dizzying 
and exhilarating expe-
rience, Transangelic 
exodus will leave you 
reeling in the best 
possible way. Opener 
“Suck the Blood from 
My Wound” morphs 
from pure pop exu-
berance to static rage 
in under five minutes. 
“Driving Down To LA” 
sounds like a lost ex-
perimental Rufus Wainwright number and 
if “No Place” doesn’t make your heart race 
you should check your pulse. “The Great 
Unknown” (with what we can only hope is a 
sampled scream) has anthem written all over 
it and “Maraschino Red Dress $8.99 at Good-
will” is one of the most remarkable songs you 
will hear this year. “Love You So Bad” and the 
delirious “I Lost My Innocence” are retro pop 
filtered through 21st century speakers.

Talent show competitor Calum Scott’s 
exquisite reimagining of Robyn’s “Dancing 
On My Own” as a ballad hinted at his great 

Seasonal Gaiety taste in music. That song, as well as a read-
ing of Bob Dylan’s “Not Dark Yet” can both 
be found of Scott’s full-length debut album 
Only Human (Capitol). In addition to being 
indicative of his interpretation skills, they also 
demonstrate his vocal abilities – the guy can 

sing! But, so can Sam Smith, 
and therein lies the problem. 
We already have one Sam 
Smith, do we need another? 
The original songs (co-writ-
ten by Scott and a team of 
collaborators) tend to be in-
distinguishable. There are 
a few exceptions, including 
the Leona Lewis duet “You 
are the Reason” and the 
rhythmic “Give Me Some-
thing.” Worst of all is “Stop 
Me (Only Human),” featuring 
a lazy borrow from the Hu-
man League song “Human.”

An interesting musical 
experiment if ever there was 
one, World Beyond (Mute) 
by erasure is a “classical 
reworking” of the 10 tracks 
from the duo’s 2017 World 
Be Gone disc in a chamber 

music setting backed by Echo Collective. 
Given the subject matter of the album, the 
current chaotic political mood, songs such as 
“Be Careful What You Wish For!,” “Oh What 
A World,” “World Be Gone,” “Take Me Out of 
Myself” and “Lousy Sum of Nothing” in par-
ticular actually benefit from these new rendi-

tions. It’s not all doom and gloom as you can 
hear on “Love You To The Sky” and “Just A 
Little.” Nevertheless, it’s “Still It’s Not Over,” 
Erasure’s queerest and most overtly political 
statement, that is sure to have the greatest 
impact on LGBTQ listeners.

It’s virtually impossible to write about 
queer music and not include a reference to 
showtunes. Gay musical theater composer 
Stephen Flaherty, along with his longtime 
collaborator Lynn Ahrens, has created an 
impressive string of Broadway hits including 
ragtime, my Favorite Year, Seussical, and 
anastasia. One of Flaherty and Ahrens’ earli-
est shows, Once on this island, is in the midst 
of a Broadway revival (making it one of two 
shows the pair has on Broadway – the oth-
er being anastasia). In addition to songs by 
Flaherty, the cast features queer actor Alex 
Newell as Asaka, Mother of the Earth, all of 
which can be heard on Once On This Island: 
New Broadway Cast Recording (Broadway 
Records). 

Christmas may be a long way off, but 
that’s no reason not to listen to Kris Kring-
le – The Musical: Studio Cast Recording 
(Yellow Sound). A new Christmas musical 
featuring music and lyrics by Tim Janis and 
Angelo Natalie with original story, book and 
additional lyrics by Maria Ciampi. Out actor 
Andrew Keenan-Bolger plays the lead role of 
Kris Kringle.

Out singer/songwriter ezra Furman per-
forms on October 31st in Philadelphia at Un-
derground arts and November 1st in Wash-
ington, dC, at U Street music Hall.

‘a dizzying 
and 
exhilarating 
experience’

lively aRtS 
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I have a pet peeve. Well, in the spirit of 
full disclosure, I have several pet peeves. 
However, one of them takes precedence 
over the others. I have a serious issue 
with folks who insist on pointing out the 
d i f f e r e n c e 
between ad-
opted kids 
and biolog-
ically relat-
ed kids in a 
family. 

I’m ad-
opted. I was 
adopted as 
an infant, so I 
don’t remem-
ber any other 
home than the 
one I grew up 
in. That’s my 
family. They’re 
my mom and 
dad and broth-
er. I met my bi-
ological mother 
about 20 years 
ago. She’s a su-
per woman and I 
adore her sons. 
But, I don’t nec-
essarily think of them as my brothers. 
My brother is the guy who grew up in 
my home, with the same parents. We 
share the same war stories of our child-
hood. There is an intimacy of sibling-
hood that comes from growing up to-
gether. I barely know those other guys.

Yesterday, one of my cousins com-
mented on my Facebook page. She was 
congratulating one of my daughters on 
her pregnancy. That was sweet. The not 
so sweet part is that she said something 
like, “And congratulations Kelly on your 
first bio-grandbaby.” Yes, this pregnant 
daughter is my biological child. And yes, 
she’s the first of my two biological children 
to have a baby. However, and here’s the 
important part, it doesn’t matter to me.

ones who laugh and cry with me. They are 
the ones who fill my days with every emo-
tion imaginable. 

They make up my family. 
So please, if you think it’s important to 

make me seem less of a person because 
I’m adopted, keep your thoughts and com-
ments to yourself. 

My parents chose me. I chose my kids. 
They are “my own” in more ways than I can 
possible count. t 

rev. Kelly Crenshaw is the mom of 16 
adopted kids, two biological kids, guardian 
of one baby girl and foster mom of doz-
ens. Some are lesbian, some gay, some 
straight, and some bisexual. Kelly founded 
a K-12 day school where kids could have 
a safe, bully-free environment for learning. 
She is co-owner of a counselling agency 
that works with children and their families.

children don’t have to look like or act like 
me. They are my kids in so many more im-
portant ways. They are the ones who make 

my world complete. They are the ones 
who share their pain with me. They are the 

My kids 
are my kids. 
We chose to 
build our family 
through adop-
tion. It was a 
good option for 
us. I love all of 
my kids, even 
when I don’t like 
their behaviors 
very much. I love all of my grandkids, even 
when I don’t get to see them very much. 
They are my family and frankly, I don’t re-
ally care how they came into the world. I 
simply care that they came into our family.

People make such a big deal about 
having “your own” children. When I am 
asked, how many of your own do you 
have, I always say, “Well, they’re all mine.” 

And, they are. 
The problem for 

me is that people who 
single out adopted 
kids from bio kids are 
implying that the ad-
opted kids are some-
how less than. My 
own mother felt that it 
was a second choice 
to adopt. If truth be 
told, I never liked 
the idea of having a 
baby. At the time, it 
was a cheaper op-
tion than adoption. 
When I was young-
er, I liked the idea 
that adoption was 
less messy and 
less painful. I’m 
not sure I’d agree 
with that thought 
now, but I can say 
that it’s messy 
and painful in a 

completely different way.
My cousin, who was ad-

opted by her grandparents 
(my aunt and uncle) when her 
biological mother, who was 
also adopted, decided not 
to raise her. She is Cassan-
dra’s biological mother. The 
same little Cassandra that 
I’ve been raising since birth 
because her mother couldn’t 

get her life together. This is the woman 
who chose to point out that this is my bio 
grandchild. Her comment came our of her 
pain and not being able to raise her own 
child, I’m sure.

Many in the LGBT community choose 
to adopt. And, for those of us who adopt, 
we accept our children as our own. My 

  oUt in the valley 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

My Kids Are 
My Kids

however 
delivered, all 

equal!

“If you think it’s 
important to make me 
seem less of a person 
because I’m adopted, 

keep your thoughts and 
comments to yourself. 
My parents chose me. I 

chose my kids.”
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240-420-2180

Pride month may be coming to a close, but 
things are just getting started in Hagerstown. 
Hagerstown Pride is scheduled for Saturday, 
July 14th from 11:30 am to 6 pm with “Proud: 
Htown Pride After Par-
ty” at The Lodge fol-
lowing the festivities. 
Hagerstown Pride is 
a family-friendly event 
and is free to the public.

This year Pride is being held in the Cen-
tral Lot (14 North Potomac Street) in the 
heart of downtown Hagerstown. It is ac-
cessible from Franklin, Washington, Poto-
mac, and Locust streets, off the square in 
downtown Hagerstown. Parking is available 
across the street at the University District 
Parking Deck (25 North Potomac Street), 
though there is ample parking nearby in 
downtown Hagerstown in case you find the 
University deck is full. 

You can expect performances and ap-
pearances from a number of your favorite lo-
cal entertainers, including Alondra Sanchez, 
Stephanie Michaels, Shaunda Leer, Miranda 
Rights, Jayda Knight, Chi Chi Ray Colby, 
Patti Lovelace, Honey Bee, Butch Kelly, Al-
yssa Mathews, Sasha Renee, Ladie Bladie, 
Chasity Vain, and Lolli Cox. Araya Sparxx, 
reigning Queen of Pride, will be performing, 
along with Miss Gay Maryland America, Ni-

cole James, who will be com-
peting for the title of Miss Gay 
America later this year. 

An ensemble from the 
Maryland Symphony Orchestra 
will be performing in the after-
noon.

The headliner for this year’s 
Pride festivities is Kennedy Dav-
enport, who you may recognize 
from season seven of “RuPaul’s 
Drag Race” and season three of 
RuPaul’s “Drag Race All Stars.” 
Kennedy is known for her pol-
ished, professional demeanor, 
show-stopping dance numbers, 
and outstanding lip syncing 
skills. She will also be perform-
ing at Proud: Htwon Pride After 

Party at The Lodge.
On the festival 

side of things, there 
are approximately 
60 vendors booked 

for Hagerstown Pride. You can 
expect to find handmade crafts, 
beautiful jewelry, and more. 
There will also be food and al-
cohol, though you must have 
a valid photo ID if you plan to 
drink.

Hagerstown Pride is a fami-
ly-friendly event and will have a 
kids area with games, activities, 
and entertainment. A schedule of events is 
expected to be posted online the week be-
fore Pride.

If you go to Hagerstown Pride, be sure 
to stop at the Hagerstown Hopes tent and 
find out all the great things we’re working 
on bringing to the community. You can sign 
up for our email list and even register as a 
volunteer. Hagerstown Pride is also the last 
day you can purchase a raffle ticket for a two 
night trip for two to Las Vegas. The package 
includes Aria hotel accomodations, tickets to 

Your Guide to 
Hagerstown 
Pride, July 14th

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s

Everyone’s 
coming out for it!

a Cirque du Soleil show at the MGM Resort, 
a $350 dinner at Jean Georges Steakhouse, 
flights through Delta Airlines, and limo trans-
fers to and from the airport. Tickets are a 
bargain at only $10 each, and the winner will 

be drawn at the after party. Don’t worry, you 
don’t need to be present to win!

Speaking of the after party, The Lodge is 
hosting Proud: Htown Pride After Party later 
that evening. The party runs from 9 pm to 
2 am for those 21 and up with government 

issued ID. There is a $7 cover charge for 
early birds and a $12 cover after 10 pm. The 
Patio stage show begins at 11 and the Main-
stage show at midnight. Araya Sparxx, Ni-
cole James, Ashley Bannks, Sasha Renee, 
Chi Chi Ray Colby, and, of course, Kennedy 
Davenport will be performing. Kennedy Dav-
enport will be having a meet and greet at 
12:45 a.m. for those who’d like autographs 
and pictures.

Check out Hagerstown Hopes and The 
Lodge on Facebook for more information. A 
schedule of events will be available closer 
to July 14. See you at Hagerstown Pride! t

The headliner for this 
year’s Pride festivities 
is Kennedy Davenport, 
who you may recognize 

from season seven of 
“RuPaul’s Drag Race” 
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By Zed SyKeS
The last few months have been a wild 
ride. But, what is yet to come will make life 
seem as if it was short and null. In the last 
weeks, I’ve graduated and planned a move 
to across the country. I have scheduled an 
appointment consultation for top surgery, 
and hit my one year mark on hormones. 
However, in the next coming months, I 
will have had my name changed, moved 
across country, started a new school, and 
will have finally started a life for myself. 
Some have come to ask if I am fearful for 
what is to come. The answer to that is sim-
ple. Life comes with many ups – and with 
many challenges. 

The most stressful part about this 
whole thing is money. And not for just 
school or surgery, but for everything com-

bined. I will be having to pay out-of-state 
tuition for the first year. Now, that was not 
going to be a problem since I was covered 
by loans, but, I wasn’t aware that I was of-
fered a parent-plus loan which deals with 
the credit of my parents. This loan would 
be giving me $26,000 next year. The down-
fall is that one of my parents would have to 
have good credit and both of my parents’ 
credit is shot. So now, I’m scrambling for 
$16,000 in scholarships or grants because 
of this.

It’s very frustrating because I’m moving 
across the country because I’m tired of be-
ing held back here, and now I’m being held 
back of education because of my parents. 
And, on top of that, I’m still trying to pay 
for surgery and find a new endocrinologist 
because my parents couldn’t do a simple 
task in which I was persistent in asking 

them to do for a year. Because of not do-
ing that task, they asked for us not to see 
them for their practice anymore. Luckily, 
I’m moving in a month so I’d have to find a 
new one anyways, but just the feeling that 
the closest endocrinologist from here is at 
least two hours away makes me upset that 
I have to suffer the consequences of my 
parents. I can’t even go to this consultation 
by myself because, of course, I am still a 
minor for a month.

This whole situation made me realize 
that being trans in my age group must be 
one of the hardest things ever. Parents are 
basically forcing their kids to loan their lives 

away for the next 40 
years, while society 
is forcing these so-
cial norms of what it 
mean to be a guy or 
girl or even a trans guy or trans girl (espe-
cially as mainstream as it is), and trying to 
pay for critical surgeries just so you can 
feel normal in your own skin. It just sucks. 
But there is hope. I am a strong believer 
of “You can do anything if you put your 
mind to it.” I will find a way to be happy 
with myself and to make money to pay for 
things. I will soon be 18 and able to leave. 
I won’t be held back much longer and that 
is what I need to focus on for right now. 
Staying positive and patient can be one of 
the hardest things for me but somewhere, I 
will seek refuge for it. t

The Future and What 
it Holds

  oUt in the valley 

Pet lovers, pet owners, kids, 
and pets – this is
THE day for you.  

It’s a dog day extravaganza 
filled with tons of activities for 

both humans and dogs.
You don’t need to have a dog 

with you to love DogFest 

SAT., SEPT. 15  • 10am-4pm
PLACE:  Baltimore Humane Society

1601 Nicodemus Rd.,  Reisterstown, MD  21136

• $10 & Kids under 12 free when purchased 
online; $15 at the door & $10/kids 6-12; 

Kids age 5 and Under and Dogs ALWAYS FREE
• Free Parking, Rain or Shine

• For tickets, walk registration,
and more:  dogfest.org

• Contact: goldband@bmorehumane.org
Tel: 410-833-8848 ext. 202

Beat the lines and get a discount when you buy your
tickets online at http://dogfest.org!

Right now he’s 
underage, but in the 

future, the author 
will be able to drink!



30 t  BaltimoRe oUtloUd      JULY 6, 2018 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.COm

2018 Keystone 
State Charity 

Rodeo
Photos by Jed Ryan
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2018 Keystone State Charity Rodeo
Photos by Jed Ryan
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qUality oF liFe

It’s become clear that the zero-tolerance pol-
icy of the current administration began with 
a memorandum issued by Attorney General 
Jefferson Sessions this past 
April 6th (to clarify the mem-
orandum he issued on April 
11th, 2017, about “the prior-
itization of the prosecution 
of certain criminal immigra-
tion offenses”) has a direct 
result of separating children 
from their parents. In fact, 
there’s no limit to the age of the children giv-
en the evidence that nursing mothers have 
had their infants taken from their arms, with 
no hope of seeing them again. The mental 
and physical health risks of such actions are 
enormous and long-lasting.

The United Nations has issued – and the 
US has signed – nine core treaties concern-
ing human rights for human beings world-
wide. One of those is the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, which was adopted and 
ratified by the UN on November 20th, 1989. 
The Convention states as follows: 

Convinced that the family, as the fun-
damental group of society and the natural 
environment for the growth and well-being 
of all its members and particularly children, 
should be afforded the necessary protection 
and assistance so that it can fully assume its 
responsibilities within the community,

recognizing that the child, for the full 
and harmonious development of his or her 
personality, should grow up in a family en-
vironment, in an atmosphere of happiness, 
love and understanding,

Considering that the child should be fully 
prepared to live an individual life in society, 
and brought up in the spirit of the ideals pro-
claimed in the Charter of the United Nations, 
and in particular in the spirit of peace, digni-
ty, tolerance, freedom, equality and solidarity 
....

article 9 – 1) States Parties shall en-
sure that a child shall not be separated from 
his or her parents against their will, except 
when competent authorities subject to judi-

cial review determine, in accordance with 
applicable law and procedures, that such 
separation is necessary for the best inter-
ests of the child. Such determination may be 
necessary in a particular case such as one 
involving abuse or neglect of the child by the 
parents, or one where the parents are living 
separately and a decision must be made as 
to the child’s place of residence.

2) in any proceedings pursuant to para-
graph 1 of the present article, all interested 
parties shall be given an opportunity to par-
ticipate in the proceedings and make their 
views known.

3) States Parties shall respect the right 
of the child who is separated from one or 
both parents to maintain personal relations 
and direct contact with both parents on a 
regular basis, except if it is contrary to the 

child’s best interests.
4) Where such separation 

results from any action initiated 
by a State Party, such as the 
detention, imprisonment, exile, 
deportation or death (including 
death arising from any cause 
while the person is in the cus-
tody of the State) of one or both 

parents or of the child, that State Party shall, 
upon request, provide the parents, the child 
or, if appropriate, another member 
of the family with the essential in-
formation concerning the where-
abouts of the absent member(s) of 
the family unless the provision of 
the information would be detrimental 
to the well-being of the child. States 
Parties shall further ensure that the 
submission of such a request shall of 
itself entail no adverse consequences 
for the person(s) concerned.

The “process” currently utilized by 
the Customs and Border Protection 
(“CBP”) officers to separate children 
from parents at the US / Mexico bor-
der is a complete violation of Article 9 of 
the Convention. There is no judicial review 
prior to the separation of the children from 
their parents. There is no method of main-
taining communication between parents and 
children after separation. The parents who 
have been deported after separation from 
their children by CBP have not been giv-
en any information concerning where their 
children are being housed, the children’s 
physical and emotional condition, or how 
to have their children returned to them. AG 
Sessions is not a “judicial review” entity and 
there is nothing to indicate that the parents 
and children appear before any kind of judge 
or court of law prior to separation. In fact, 
the parents themselves do not appear be-
fore even an immigration court but, rather, 
appear before an asylum officer who has 

Separating 
Children from 

Parents

The Law
Linda A. Dominguez

& You

been given instructions by an AG memoran-
dum dated June 13th, 2018, that there is a 
very limited definition to “asylum” in spite of 
decades of case law to the contrary. 

The impact on people who are working 
to enforce the administration’s policy by 
dealing with the results could lead to crim-
inal prosecution for violation of various Fed-
eral laws. The Uniform Code of Military Jus-
tice (“UCMJ”) at Section 16c(1)(c) provides:

Lawfulness. a general order or reg-
ulation is lawful unless it is contrary to the 
Constitution, the laws of the United States, 
or lawful superior orders or for some other 
reason is beyond the authority of the official 
issuing it.

And in Section 14c(2)(a)(i):
Inference of lawfulness. a order re-

quiring the performance of a military duty or 
act may be inferred to be lawful and it is dis-
obeyed at the peril of the subordinate. This 
inference does not apply to a patently illegal 
order, such as one that directs the commis-
sion of a crime.

These provisions allow for the disobedi-
ence of illegal orders, but such orders may 
themselves constitute a crime, or be part of 
a criminal conspiracy, either under mili-
tary or civilian law. 

Under 18 
U.S.C. § 242,

Whoever, un-
der color of any law, 
statute, ordinance, regulation, or custom, 
willfully subjects any person in any State, 
Territory, Commonwealth, Possession, or 
district to the deprivation of any rights, priv-
ileges, or immunities secured or protected 
by the Constitution or laws of the United 
States, or to different punishments, pains, or 
penalties, on account of such person be-
ing an alien, or by reason of his color, or 
race, than are prescribed for the punish-
ment of citizens, shall be fined under this 
title or imprisoned not more than one year, 
or both;  and if bodily injury results from the 
acts committed in violation of this section or 
if such acts include the use, attempted use, 

or threatened use of a dangerous weapon, 
explosives, or fire, shall be fined under this 
title or imprisoned not more than ten years, 
or both;  and if death results from the acts 
committed in violation of this section or if 
such acts include kidnapping or an at-
tempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse, 
or an attempt to commit aggravated sexual 
abuse, or an attempt to kill, shall be fined 
under this title, or imprisoned for any term 
of years or for life, or both, or may be sen-
tenced to death. (Emphasis supplied)

Under 18 U.S.C. § 241 it is illegal to con-
spire to violate such rights. This could be 
applied to military personnel who abuse the 
rights of citizens, either military or civilian.

So far, eight state governors have recalled 
(or refused to send) their National Guard as-
sets until the zero-tolerance policy is rescind-
ed. Those states are Colorado, Delaware, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
New York, North Carolina, and Virginia. The 
governors of Rhode Island and Vermont have 
both said they would refuse to obey any order 
from the White House demanding National 
Guard assets to support the policy. National 
Guard personnel are subject to the UCMJ, as 

well as to Federal law, and could refuse to 
obey orders given to them that resulted in 
the separation of minor children from their 
parents. Such orders, in their present us-
age by CBP, would constitute unlawful 
orders because they are in direct viola-
tion of the UN Convention of the Rights 
of the Child, as well as 18 U.S.C. §§ 241 
and 242. 

On May 13th, 2018, a Honduran 
father committed suicide in custody 
of the Starr County, Texas, sheriff be-
cause he was separated from his wife 
and child after entering the US. How 
many more deaths will it take before 
this illegal, immoral, inhumane and 

abusive policy is rescinded?
Finally, Mr. Trump signed an Executive 

Order on June 20th, 2018, that he claims 
will end the separation of families. However, 
that is another lie since it does not abolish 
the separation of children when the parents 
are prosecuted for illegal entry into the US. 
It also does not reunite the more than 2,500 
children who have already been separated 
from parents under this policy. We, the citi-
zens of the US, must protest against the use 
of military and civilian facilities as prisons 
and cages for the children of immigrants. 
We must use our First Amendment right to 
free speech to express our disagreement 
with the actions being taken in our name. It 
is unconscionable that the kidnapping and 
imprisonment of children who have commit-
ted no crime continue to be perpetrated in 
a country that claims to be “The land of the 
free, home of the brave.” t

Is it legal under 
US law? Under 
international 
law?

another US era 
when parents and 

children were 
separated
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Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY from 11am – 3pm
With$ 15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s,

Sangria and  EVO Craft Drafts

OFF THE VINE WEDNESDAYS
½ Off Select Bottles of Wine All Day

TAP THAT THURSDAYS – All Taps Half Off

HAPPY HOUR: Wed. – Sat. from  3pm – 7pm

OUR TERRACE IS OPEN! 

Shucking Sundays
A Dozen Oysters and 2 brews or wine for $20

Meatless Mondays
$15 for a Veggie Burger and

Bu�alo Brussel Sprouts

Burger & A Beer Tuesday
$12 for A Purist Burger and

an EVO Craft Draft

Wine Wednesdays
1/2 O� Select Bottles of WIne

Mussel Mania Thursdays
All You can Eat Mussel $25 per person

Happy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 7pm

Fabulous Brunch Every 
Saturday & Sunday 

11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
with $15 Bottomless 

Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s, 
Sangria and EVO 

Craft Drafts

1604 Kelly Avenue.  
Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240  
nickeltaphouse.com

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Penguin Pils now available
in 16oz cans!

Introducing Lumen
Our new beer brewed speci�cally

for Light City!

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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Great Alternatives 
to a Big 

Wedding!

choices are many and varied! If you want 
an exotic location, there are lots of des-
tination wedding locations from which to 
choose, from the aforementioned Las Ve-
gas and Mexico to the Caribbean or Eu-
rope. Plus, you’re already in a great hon-
eymoon destination! 

The downside to destination weddings 
is cost. Getting and staying there can be 
expensive. Family and friends are some-
times excluded per force because they 
simply cannot afford to go. Planning a 
long-distance wedding can also be a chal-
lenge, especially if you’re looking for more 
than a very basic wedding experience.

The third alternative is to use a local 
“regular” wedding venue that 
also offers elopement cere-
monies. Local venues vary 
in look and feel, from basic 
to fancy, and in style from 

traditional to contemporary. 
Some venues offer elopement packag-

es, some are à la carte, and some, like my 
own, combine the two. You can choose to 
have a fully-customized ceremony, flow-
ers, photography, the music of your choice, 
and more, even – gasp! – guests! The ven-
ue typically takes care of all of the details, 
so there’s very little, if any, planning for 
you to do.

Elopement packages are often strati-
fied by the guest count and the services 
that are included. For instance, the pack-
ages at Chase Court are structured for 
eight, 30, or up to 45 guests. You can have 
an officiant, photography, flowers, live mu-
sic, and more, depending on which pack-
age and options you choose. Other venues 
sometimes also include lodging and meals.

Your wedding is a spiritual, emotion-
al, and physical experience. The shape of 
that experience is entirely up to you. Big 
or small, simple or complex, plain or fancy, 
all are perfectly okay. What matters is that 
you create an experience with meaning for 
you, one that honors and supports your 
new marriage.

So if the thought of wedding planning 
makes you want to run and hide, an elope-
ment might be just the thing for you. It’s 
entirely possible to have a small wedding 
that looks and feels for all the world like a 
big wedding, but for much less money and 
effort. 

Next time: How to prepare for venue 
tours. t

david l. egan is the proprietor and stew-
ard of Chase Court, a wedding and event 
venue in downtown Baltimore. Visit Cha-
secourt.com, and follow ChaseCourtWed-
dingVenue on instagram and Facebook.

Want a fabulous wedding that doesn’t cost 
tens of thousands of dollars 
or involve 100-plus guests? 
Let’s talk elopement! 

Small is beautiful! You can 
have everything you want, 
including a stunningly-beautiful wedding 
venue, professional photography, beautiful 
flowers, live music, and of course, a gor-
geous outfit, without the fuss and expense 
of lots of guests. 

Traditionally, “elopement” refers to a 
wedding ceremony in which only the cou-
ple to be married and the wedding offici-
ant, who conducts the ceremony, are pres-
ent. Today, elopement is a term of art used 
in the wedding world to describe a wed-
ding ceremony with as many as 40 or 50 
guests, all the way down to the traditional 
form, with no guests.

The ceremony itself can vary from the 
short, sweet, formulaic variety of the tra-
ditional elopement, with no customization 
save for inserting the couple’s names in 
the blanks, to a fully customized, contem-
porary ceremony. 

Venues for elopement ceremonies tend 
to fall into – and sometimes overlap – four 
categories: destination venues (think Las 
Vegas or Mexico), courthouses, dedicated 
wedding chapels (think Las Vegas, again), 
and “regular” wedding venues that also 
host larger weddings.

An elopement doesn’t have to be a 
bare-bones experience. Sure, you can go 
to the local courthouse and be in and out 
in a few minutes, fully married. If look and 
feel aren’t especially important to you and 
all you want from your marriage ceremony 
is to be legally married, then that’s the way 
to go. It’s simple, fast, and inexpensive. 

Dedicated wedding chapels add some 
cost and a certain look while offering an in-
and-out type of experience similar to that 
of the courthouse. 

Want to be married somewhere more 
elegant than the halls of justice? Your 

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

qUality oF liFe

Is eloping for 
you?
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Operated by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC

Making Your Real Estate Fantasies Come True...

Renee Batson, REALTOR® 
Mobile: (443)739-8818 
Office: (410)647-2222 

@HousedbyRenee  #HousedbyRenee

Stop by our booth 
@ Pride Festival 

on July 14

By woody deRRiCKS
Market volatility has returned in 2018. 
While volatility seems scary, it’s quite nor-
mal and healthy. By comparison to the 
nearly straight-up trajectory of the market 
the past nine years, the past six months 
does seem nerve racking. 

it’s normal – Keep in mind that we’d 
expect to see a 10% or greater decline (a 
“correction”) in the market every 12 to 18 
months, yet we’ve only seen four such de-
clines since the market started rebounding 
in March 2009. That’s an average of one 
correction every 27 months. If for nothing 
else, we’re due to catch up in volatility after 
enjoying a tame market for so long.

we’re still doing okay – With one 
week remaining in June, the S&P 500 is 
still positive for the year when including 
dividends. While it’s not the robust gains 
we’ve seen in recent years, it’s also not far 
off its average annualized pace.

Stay calm – Stock investments are 
meant for your long-term goals (those at 
least ten years out-including retirement in-
come). If your goals are long-term, you’ll 
expect to see some ups and downs along 
the way. Take some time to measure your 

Market Volatility
qUality oF liFe  // YOUR MONEY

overall risk. If your investments meet your 
risk tolerance, stay calm. If you’re taking 
too much risk, this could be a time to strike 
the right balance for you.

You can use our risk-assessment tool 
if you’d like another opinion on where you 
stand with risk: Riskalyze. 

the year ahead – We’re likely to see 
continued volatility for the balance of the 
year. The mid-year point is a great time to 
reassess your financial picture, goals, and 
risk. Make the necessary adjustments now 
so that you’re not caught in panic should 
the markets pull back from here.

There is no guarantee that a diversi-
fied portfolio will enhance overall returns 
or outperform a non-diversified portfolio. 
Diversification and asset allocation do not 
protect against market risk.  t

This column is for informational purpos-
es only, and is not meant as specific ad-
vice to any individual. Partnership Wealth 
Management offers financial planning and 
wealth management services, with a long 
history of working with the lGBT commu-
nity. reach them at Partnershipwm.com or 
call 410-732-2633.

1901 Fleet Street  Baltimore, MD 21231
Phone: 410-558-3700 (English) 410-299-2898(Español)

E-mail: LawLutz@aol.com www.lawlutz.com

Law Office of David M. Lutz, P.A.
•Auto Accidents

•Personal Injury

•Criminal Defense

•Workers’ Compensation

•DUI/DWI

•Traffic Court

Se Habla Español

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

611 Park Avenue Suite A, Baltimore, Maryland 21201  410-523-1694 

info@heartsandears.org  heartsandears.org 

Hearts & Ears Inc. 

Is a non-profit organization for the 
LGBTQIA+ community that focuses on 

behavioral health wellness and recovery 

611 Park Avenue Suite A, Baltimore, Maryland 21201 • 410-523-1694 
info@heartsandears.org • heartsandears.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

611 Park Avenue Suite A, Baltimore, Maryland 21201  410-523-1694 

info@heartsandears.org  heartsandears.org 

Hearts & Ears Inc. 

Is a non-profit organization for the 
LGBTQIA+ community that focuses on 

behavioral health wellness and recovery 
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On April 7th, 2017, I attended the opening 
of a photography exhibit called “Blue Col-
lar / Black Leather” by local artist Justin 
Osborne and Frank Vit at the Baltimore 
Eagle. Not only did I love their work, but 
I was immediately charmed by these two 
wonderful men who seemed to be such a 
perfect couple. We laughed, sipped wine, 
and I found myself quite entertained by the 
stories surrounding their photographs. 

I saw them a few more times over the 
past year at the bar or various leather 
events. On the Friday night of Baltimore 
Pride, I ran into Justin again on the patio 
of the Baltimore Eagle. He said he had 
another story to tell me and this one was 
more serious than the ones he had told be-
fore. He had recently come out to his wife. 
Things are not always what we picture. 

On Thursday, June 21st I met Justin at 
Leon’s. He had brought 
Frank with him 

feels that the court system is geared to-
ward women and is not on board with the 
idea of gay fathers. He often feels discrim-
inated against. His struggle is far from 
over. Coming out is never easy at any age. 
There is no way to be ready for it. When I 
asked Justin if he was glad he did it he was 
quick to answer yes. Justin and Frank now 
live together, and Justin says that he feels 
a lot less shame. He continues to fight for 
joint-custody of his children. I hope they 
both have a long happy life together. I can 
picture it. t

children (ages 11 and 15) that their par-
ents were getting a divorce because their 
father was seeing someone else, his chil-
dren feared that they would end up with a 
wicked stepmother. Frank told his children 
that they didn’t have to worry about that 
because their dad is gay. The kids asked, 
“Is the other person Justin?” When he told 
them it was they replied, “Oh good!” 

It wasn’t so easy for Justin. His wife 
is fighting him over visitation and doesn’t 
want him to have any contact with his chil-
dren. She has even gone as far as to take 
out a protective order against him. Justin 

to leather – by a 
circuitous route

and as we sat in a booth in Leon’s Back-
room both men candidly relayed in detail 
their recent experiences of coming out to 
their wives and kids. 

Justin grew up in southern Maryland. 
His wife was from the same area. They 
started dating in high school and were 
together ten years before they finally got 
married. His wife, like much of his commu-
nity, didn’t like gay people. Justin work as 
an auto mechanic and continued to fight 
his feelings. He tried to be “normal.” They 
had two children, a son and a daughter. In 
2003 Justin’s wife found some compromis-
ing emails on his computer and accused 
him of being gay. She even went as far as 
to go home to her mother, but she came 
back. The relationship was strained but 
they stuck it out for the sake of the chil-

dren. Justin’s wife even added, “If you 
leave me, I’ll tell everyone you are gay!” 
He stayed. He didn’t want his children to 
be harassed or beaten up for having a gay 
father. He tried to make the relationship 
work based on fear. 

As he got older, he began 
to struggle with his job as an 
auto mechanic and switched to 
a less physical career in real 
estate. There he met Frank 
through mutual friends. Frank 
took pictures of some of the 
real estate properties. They 
became friends. They met each 
other’s wives and kids. As time 
went on, they became more 
than friends. 

Turning 50 is a milestone 
for any man. A lot has been 
written about the mid-life cri-
sis. Funny thing about clichés, 
there is some truth to them. 
Years ago, Sir Steve got a 
red Corvette convertible and 
I met a 22-year-old. For Jus-
tin it was time to be true to 
himself. He came out and his 
wife threw him out. 

At the same time Frank 
came out to his wife. He 
also had a son and daugh-
ter. When his wife told the 

Picture

Perfect

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

leatheR

“Turning 50 is a 
milestone for any man. 
For Justin it was time 
to be true to himself. 
He came out and his 
wife threw him out.”
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993

227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850

Stop in and meet our NEWEST BARTENDER JOE
Saturday and Sunday

Let's not forget to come out and see JOSIE
Baltimore's Best Bartender

Stop in and meet our NEWEST BARTENDER JOE
Saturday and Sunday

Let's not forget to come out and see JOSIE
Baltimore's Best Bartender

•BEST PRICES IN TOWN
•KARAOKE SUNDAY  9 p.m.-12

•TUESDAY SHOW TUNES
with Jayson 8 p.m.-10 p.m

•DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY 
9 p.m. till the music stops
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALOON

FINANCIAL MASSAGE

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

Affordable Massage Therapy
by MARK

CALL MARK 
410-653-3084

• In-call: $45 hr or $65/1-1/2 hrs
• Out-call: $25 extra

• Swedish & Deep Tissue massage
• Licensed 20+ years experience

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 W. Lexington Street  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

 Grand Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649

Be part of our 
Professional 

Service 
Directory.  For  

more information
Contact Mary at 

410-802-1310
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Modern Family available with Xfi nity On Demand

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. No Celebrity Endorsement Implied. ©2018 Comcast. All rights reserved.

Life Refl ected.
On X1, it’s pride all year, only with Xfi nity.℠ There’s power in seeing yourself on screen, and that’s why Xfi nity created a 

fi rst-of-its-kind community endorsed LGBTQ Film & TV Collection. With Xfi nity On Demand, you have access to thousands of 

TV shows and movies at home and on-the-go. Simply say, “Pride” into the X1 Voice Remote to easily immerse yourself in an 

awesome, diverse collection of content that refl ects all of you. Simple. Easy. Awesome.

Find yourself at xfi nity.com/LGBTQ
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