
Gay Golden Years Drama 

actor. They tend to keep the writers and 
the actors separate. After introducing my-

self, we eventually discussed how 
we both felt there was a need for 
content about gay men over 30. It 
just wasn’t appearing in our sto-
ries anywhere. That was some-
thing we both locked into, and I 
thought maybe we could write a 
web series together.”

Slade continued, “The reali-
ty is that for gay men, like wom-
en, once we’re not the 20- or 
30-something hot young things 
anymore we tend to disappear 
from popular culture. We both 
felt that creating a series about 
grown-ups and people our age 

By GeorGe Willard
AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF), the 
HIV-focused medical group that has be-
come the largest HIV clinical provider in 
the world, has opened an HIV testing site 
and clinic in the heart of downtown Balti-
more. The clinic, located at 11 East Lex-
ington Street, will soon include a non-profit 
pharmacy as well.

“We provide care regardless of ability 
to pay,” said Leleka Doonquah, MD, AHF’s 
Maryland medical director. “That’s differ-
ent from other organizations. At AHF, if you 
have no insurance, you can still come and 
get care. We’ll always find a way to get you 
treatment. And we’ll assist you in getting 
health insurance.”

Mike McVicker-Weaver, AHF regional 
director, who has shepherded the opening 
of two of the three AHF locations in met-
ropolitan DC, told Baltimore OUTloud that 
the Baltimore clinic is the result of years of 
planning. 
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AIDS Healthcare Foundation 
Opens Baltimore Clinic

“It took some re-
search to find the right 
building and the right 
location,” McVick-
er-Weaver said. “We 
are an ‘HIV-only’ facil-
ity, so we try to provide anonymity and re-
spect privacy. We looked at transportation 
factors – the metro stop is a block away, 
parking across the street – so we tried to 
remove as many barriers in regards to stig-
ma and transportation when we chose this 
location.”

“Often, patients need more than just 
their HIV treatment,” McVicker Weaver add-

—continued on page 17

New service 
provider 

focuses on 
HIV care

By Frankie kujaWa
Thomas Wolfe once said, “Loneliness is 
and always has been the central and in-
evitable experience of every man.” Cur-
rently streaming on Amazon, After 

Forever tackles the 
age-old story of love 
and loss through 
the lens of a gay 
couple in their 50s 
living in New York. 
Currently stream-
ing on Amazon, the 
Emmy Award-win-
ning, eight-epi-
sode series fol-
lows the journey 
of Brian (superb-
ly portrayed by 
Days of Our Lives 
alum Kevin Spir-
tas) and Jason 
(portrayed by the 
equally talented 
Doogie Howser 

Acclaimed 
Emmy-
Award-

winning After 
Forever, 

Screens at 
Columbia 

Film Festival

until Jason’s untimely death forces Brian 
to re-evaluate his own future without the 
love of his life. Baltimore OUT-
loud chatted exclusively with 
co-creators Michael Slade and 
Kevin Spirtas regarding the in-
spiration behind the series, their 
upcoming visit to the Columbia 
Film Festival and their recent 
five Daytime Emmy wins.

“I was looking to create 
something,” says co-creator and 
actor Kevin Spirtas. “I was a 
little upset that I wasn’t offered 
roles with my name on it any-
more. I ran into Michael [Slade, 
co-creator] and we had worked 
on Days of Our Lives together, 
he as a writer and myself as an 

—continued on page 5

aidS 
service 

provider 
aHF 

opens in 
Baltimore

alum Mitch-
ell Anderson) 
as an older 
couple who 
s e e m i n g l y 
“have it all” 

After Forever
into the 
rainbow 

sunset 
– Kevin 
Spirtas 
Mitchell 

Anderson 
in After 
Forever
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Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

neWS // LOCAL

Putting a Face to Trump’s Transgender Military Ban
By rodney BurGer 
People fear the unknown. Ignorance is born 
out of fear. A few years ago, many people 
who were apposed to gay rights would ar-
gue that no one they knew was gay. They 
would feel that they had never met a gay 
person and that no one in their family was 
gay. Over the last few years, gays and les-
bians have made great strides in visibility 
with many popular TV shows featuring gay 
characters and openly gay and lesbian per-
sons becoming leaders in their communi-
ties. We now even have an openly gay man 
running for president of the US. 

The fight for equality is far from over 

and no group is more aware 
of today’s struggles than the transgender 
community. With President Trump’s ban on 
transgender persons serving openly in the 
military taking effect last month, it is time to 
teach the public that there are hardworking 
persons in our communities, who just hap-
pen to be transgender. On the front lines of 
this education is Staff Sergeant Shane Or-
tega who lectured at the Baltimore Veterans 
Administration (VA) on Friday, June 7th. 

Sergeant Ortega was introduced by 
Jillian Silveira, a VA occupational thera-
pist who serves as the VA Maryland LGBT 
veteran care coordinator. She presented a 
basic introduction to explain gender dyspho-
ria and started with the fact that in 1973 the 

American Psychiatric Association removed 
homosexuality from the list of mental dis-
orders, and only recently in 2013 stopped 
classifying being transgender as a mental 
illness. She added that the VA insurance 
covers chest binders, voice/pitch therapy, 
hair removal, and many other services for 
the transgender community, but does not 
currently cover reassignment surgery. She 
lamented that many transgender veterans 
are often called by the wrong pronouns 
during appointments and suggested that 
patients could be addressed as Veteran 
Jones or Veteran Smith, since the term 
is gender neutral. Although 25% of veter-

ans are part of a sexual minority, there 
still remains a stigma. Furthermore, it is 
estimated that there are 134,000 trans 
American veterans. 

Shane Ortega was born in Patuxent 
River, Maryland, into a military family. His 
father served in the US Army, his mother 
served in both the US Navy and US Army, 
and most of his other relatives have mil-
itary backgrounds. He entered the US 
Marines as a woman, serving two tours 
in Iraq, and after his transition, served in 
the uS Army as an aviation flight engi-
neer, becoming the first openly transgen-
der person to serve in the US military. 
He finds much strength in his heritage 
as a Native American and explained that 
many indigenous peoples value those 
who are “two-spirt,” or have both male 
and female spirits, constituting sort of a 
third gender. In fact, there are 63 differ-
ent words to describe someone’s gen-
der in his culture. Shane added, “You 
cannot package that which cannot be 
packaged.” His tribal upbringing guid-
ed him when he began his transition in 
2009 while in bomb technician school. 
Surprisingly he explained that he ex-
perienced very little harassment while 

in the Marines because he was perceived 
as “a strong black woman who could dish it 
out and directly address any negativity that 
came in his direction.” Likewise, in the Army 
his presentation of himself was “like a per-
formance. He was the tough GI Joe. He was 
a super masculine bodybuilder that no one 
wanted to mess with.” He also got along well 
with supervisors because he was good at his 
job and lots of money was spent on his edu-
cation. The recent ban on transgender peo-
ple in the military is a step backwards and 
obviously not well thought out. 

Forty years ago, the VA did not cover 
any services for transgender veterans. 
Now everything is covered except surgery, 
with activists hoping that someday every-

 Staff 
Sergeant 

Shane 
ortega

thing will be covered. 
After Ortega’s presentation, which in-

cluded lots of questions from the audience, 
a presentation was held for over 70 medical 
professionals on the issue of proper treatment 
of transgender veterans at the VA. The lecture 
was also carried live via V-Tel to other VA cen-
ters. According to Rosalia Scalia, the clinicians 
were very engaged in the presentation which 
lasted over three hours. Ortega talked about 
the importance of talking to veterans about 
their inner plan, about who is their support 
system, what their reproductive choices are, 
and, in general, what they have to say about 
themselves. With the high rate of assaults and 
suicide in the transgender community, he en-
couraged veterans to start phone trees like in 
the military with their support groups so that if 
they do not show up someplace where they 
are supposed to be by a certain time, some-
one can check on their whereabouts. 

The VA is working hard to provide care 
for all our LGBT veterans, even in these 
troubled times. t

For more information about the LGBT VA 
Health care System, visit maryland.va.gov.
services/lgbt/index.asp. 

DATE:  Wednesday, June 26th, 2019
TIME:   6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

LOCATION:   The Waxter Center
  1000 Cathedral Street at Eager Street
  Baltimore, MD 21201

Food and refreshments will be provided
Please RSVP to baltoaids@aol.com 

so we have enough food. 

A PRIDE TOWN HALL MEETING ON
THE HISTORY OF THE AIDS MOVEMENT 

Please come and join us for AIDS Action Baltimore’s 
Pride Celebration. Lynda Dee will continue Pride festivities 
with a presentation on the History of the AIDS Movement.

Hosted by  AIDS Action Baltimore
Sponsored by: Chase Brexton Health Care,  Center for Black Equity-Baltimore, 

GLCCB, Johns Hopkins Center for AIDS Research,  REACH Initiative & Total Health Care
 Supported by funding from Gilead Sciences, Inc. 

and IMPACT a Baltimore City Health Department Campaign

ANDRE SHAKTI 

Sex, 
Intimacy and

Relationship Coaching 
for Every Body

• Culturally Competent 
• Accessible 

• Emotionally Intuitive 

Cell: 856-906-0526 
(text or call)

IAmPoly.net/Coaching
 for More Information
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Pride in Howard 
County, Annapolis, 

& Westminster
Three new Central Maryland Pride festi-
vals are planned for Saturday, June 29th.
The first annual Howard County Pride Fes-
tival will be held from 11 am to 5 pm at 
Centennial Park Maryland (10000 Clarks-
ville Pike (Main / South) in Ellicott City. 
This family-friendly event will feature food, 
music, games, entertainment, resources, 
allies, friends, and fun. Furry family mem-
bers are welcome, as well. The event is 
co-hosted by PFLAG (Parents and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays) Columbia-Howard 
County and County Executive Calvin Ball. 
Over two years of hard work and planning 
have gone into making this event a suc-
cess. For more info visit the Facebook 
event page at Bit.ly/2IP3DW2.

The inaugural Annapolis Pride Parade 
will kick off at noon, and the festival will be 
held from noon to 5 pm. The parade will 
begin at the intersection of Amos Garrett 
Boulevard and West Street, and end at the 
intersection of Calvert and West Streets. 
The festival will be along West Street from 

Church Circle to Calvert Street. The clos-
est parking is Whitmore Garage for only 
$4 up until 4 pm. For more info visit the 
Facebook event page Bit.ly/2WQ5DCm or 
the website at Annapolispride.org,or email 
info@annapolispride.org.

The First Annual Pride March in West-
minster will take place from 2 to 3 pm. The 
parade will gather at Locust Lane and Main 
Street (across from the Westminster Li-
brary). It will proceed on the sidewalk east-
bound to Center Street, cross Main Street, 
walk westbound to Anchor Street, cross 
Main Street again, and return to Locust 
Lane. You are encouraged to bring signs, 
banners, flags etc. to show your pride. Par-
ticipants are urged to walk peacefully and 
keep all areas clean and free of trash. For 
more info visit the Facebook event page at 
Bit.ly/2KoTRgB. t

Movie Night 
at R House

“Double the Drag Movie Night,” hosted by 
Pariah Sinclair, is all set for Friday, June 
28th, from 7 to 11 pm at R House (301 West 
29th Street, Baltimore). You can enjoy D 

Pop bottles, pop the corn, and pop into the 
Garage for To Wong Fu and Hedwig and 
the Angry inch on the big screen. Tickets 
are $33.46 each, include admission, pop-
corn, and punch, and are available at Bit.
ly/2XmGBiu. For more info, the Facebook 
event page is Bit.ly/2Rms4ho. t

Genderqueer 
Fashion Art

On Wednesday, June 26th from 7 to 11 pm, 
performance and fashion artist Jordi Equi-
table will curate ten colorful genderqueer 
fashion looks at a show focused on de-
constructing social norms through fashion 
art. Equitable is collaborating with Studio 
5 Baltimore and other local artists to illus-
trate the creativity and exceptionalism of 
Baltimore City at this show to be held at 
Impact at Baltimore Soundstage (124 Mar-
ket Place, Baltimore). Tickets are $26.45 
and are available at Bit.ly/2IRaazp. For 
more info, the Facebook event page is Bit.
ly/2XUx1R3. t

Guest Speaker: Rev. 
Naomi Washington-

Leapheart
Guest speaker Rev. Naomi Washing-
ton-Leapheart holds forth at Brown Me-
morial Park Avenue Presbyterian Church 
(1316 Park Avenue, Baltimore) Sunday, 
June 23rd, from 10 am to 12:30 pm. 

Washington-Leapheart is faith liaison 

at the National LGBTQ Task Force. She 
coordinates the Task Force’s public faith 
messaging and advocacy and leadership 
development work in faith communities. 
She is also an adjunct professor of theolo-
gy at Villanova University.

Her work has been published in the 
volume, From Generation to Generation: 
A commemorative collection of African 
American millennial Sermons from the 
Festival of Preachers 2010-2015 (Chal-
ice Press, 2015). She regularly preaches 
and teaches in diverse faith communities 
around the country.

Naomi shares her life with her wife, Ken-
tina, a chaplain and religious educator. To-
gether, they are raising a curious, energetic, 
future Oscar-winning middle-schooler.

The day’s program will include a lunch 
dialogue on Civil Rights & Contemporary 
Justice Movements with Taylor Branch.

For more info the Facebook event page 
is Bit.ly/2WRCUgF. t

‘Sur/reality’: 
Trans Art Show at 
B’more City Hall

“Sur/reality” is Baltimore City Hall’s first-ev-
er art exhibition highlighting the work of 
local transgender artists. Come to the pro-
verbial “place you can’t fight” on Thursday, 
June 27th from 6 to 8:30 pm when the office 
of the mayor and the LGBTQ liaison invite 
you to the opening reception and lecture. 
The show “explores the dual existence of 
transness both as an experience and as an 
identity.” The show will feature a “multitude 

of mediums, mo-
tifs, textures, and 
concepts,” which 
curator Jamie 
Grace Alexan-
der, of the Gen-
der Museum, will 
guide attendees 
through.

The event is 
free, and all are welcome. Some artwork 
will be available for sale. The featured 
artists are Avery Chang, Devin Cherubi-
ni, Tristan Heelys, Mars Hoggard, Maddy 
Kelly, Viv Licata, Daphne Pugliese, Eliot 
Raynes, Alexis Reehill, Diana Reighart, Ju-
liana Ross, Prescott S, Sim, Smith “Smith” 
Smith, Felix Sweeney, and They.girl.

For more info visit the Facebook event 
page at Bit.ly/2KUlZaC or contact jabari.
lyles@baltimorecity.gov. t

– compiled by Bill redmond-Palmer
6037 Belair Road.  Baltimore, MD 21206
443-885-9799 · Facebook: @mixersbar

Come out and wear your under-
wear, or sports wear, or leather, 

or latex... or whatever.

June 29,  9p.m. - 1:30a.m

July 5

not 
extreme – 

performance 
and fashion 
artist Jordi 
Equitable
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AIDS Healthcare 
Foundation Opens 
Baltimore Clinic
ed. “We’ll help them get documentation 
of residence and then help them get the 
benefits they are eligible for. That includes 
referring them to community-based orga-
nizations that can help them with services 
like housing, mental health services, or 
substance abuse. We will provide their care 
in the meantime.”

Patients often will test positive and walk 
out the door with medications. “That hap-
pens all the time,” said Dr. Boonquah. “That 
day.”

“We look for places that have a great 
need, where there are a high number of 
people who are HIV positive and out of 
care,” said McVicker-Weaver. “Baltimore 
has more than 5,000 people living with HIV 
who are out of care, according to the city.” 

McVicker-Weaver has been attending 

—continued from page 1

Transitions – 
Don Mullins makes 

a new move

Ryan White Planning Council meetings for 
several years, since he moved to Baltimore. 
“We want to understand the community that 
we serve. This has been in planning stage 
for a while.”

AHF has sometimes been controver-
sial (see sidebar), but McVicker-Weaver is 
confident the clinic will build strong relation-
ships with Baltimore organizations.

“We have a good relationship with the 
health department,” he said, although AHF 
has yet to have any sit-down meetings with 
other HIV service providers in Baltimore, in-
cluding Chase Brexton, the largest provider 
of HIV clinical services in the city. “We want 
to build a relationship with Chase Brexton, 
Johns Hopkins, and University of Mary-
land,” he added.

For their part, Chase Brexton officials 
and some of their clinical providers attend-
ed the grand opening ceremony for the 
new AHF clinic. “Chase Brexton has been 
a leader for over 40 years in the provision 
of high-quality HIV services to battle the 
AIDS epidemic,” Chase Brexton CEO Pat-
rick Mutch told Baltimore OUTloud. “We 
welcome all community partners committed 
to that mission.” t

neWS // LOCAL

Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

Make a difference ...

foundationscommunity.com

We are seeking Maryland residents who 
are interested in becoming a therapeutic 
foster parent.  

If you have room in your heart and 
room in your home, call us today at 
301-804-6109.

Model representations of real patients are shown. Actual patients cannot be divulged due to HIPAA regulations. For 
language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website. 191229-1119 3/19

By Mark S. kinG
They are reportedly known as “the Walmart of HIV” and have sued a group of communi-
ty-based HIV agencies in a bid for more funding. They have been on the receiving end of 
whistle-blower lawsuits and their CEO is a pariah among many HIV advocates.

Welcome to the tricky world of AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF), where the clinical 
services are well respected while their policies and leadership are abhorred. 

Within the national HIV/AIDS community, everyone has an 
AHF story, it seems. It usually involves a spurious lawsuit or how 
AHF has strong-armed its way into dominance. In Baton Rouge, 
AHF actually sued a consortia of HIV organizations when AHF 
did not receive the amount of funding they believed they de-
served.  Most stories involve the mercurial founder and CEO 
of AHF Michael Weinstein, who famously called the PrEP drug 
Truvada “a party drug” and was slow to embrace the preventa-
tive potential of PrEP, while spending agency resources on pet 
policy projects, such as a push to mandate condom usage in 
adult films.

“To his many critics in AIDS activism, Weinstein is the Koch 
brothers of public health: a mastermind driven by ideology, ac-
countable to no one, with bottomless funds and an agenda marked by financial opportunism 
and puritanical extremes,” wrote Christopher Glazek in a 2017 profile of Weinstein for the 
New York Times. “It doesn’t help that AHF has been the subject of near-constant litigation 
and complaints for questionable business practices, including union-busting, giving kick-
backs to patients, overbilling government insurers, and bullying funders into denying grants 
to institutional rivals. (AHF. has denied these accusations.)”

Will AHF play nice in Baltimore? As of yet, no coordination of services has begun be-
tween AHF and local agencies, although Mike McVicker-Weaver of AHF has been attending 
Ryan White Council planning meetings for a few years now. 

Here’s hoping that AHF’s new clinic in Baltimore will serve the interests of our communi-
ty, and not be the first step in a power struggle that serves no one. t

Where AHF Goes, Will Controversy Follow?

HIV activist shares 
his concerns about 

the reputation of 
AIDS Healthcare 

Foundation – and 
his hope that 

their presence in 
Baltimore might be 

different
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Beyond THe BelTWay

No doubt, the 
Stonewall riots 
were in the 
stars

Charlotte, north Carolina – Astrol-
ogers are often consulted to give proper 
perspective and intelligent illumination to 
certain major events. For those of us who 
enjoy a little 20/20 hindsight, I modestly of-
fer an astrological analysis of the events 
at Stonewall 50 years ago. I, for one, be-
lieve that the planets set the whole thing 
in motion. June 28th, 1969 at 1:20 am, an 
unexpected police raid led to rebellion. 
The riots lasted five days and ultimately 

launched our liberation movement. Was it 
the drinks? Was it the planets? What was 
it that night that made the Stonewall Ri-
ots the event it was and the turning point it 
turned out to be? What was it, indeed…?

Astrologically, the night was primed 
for revolution: The Sun, which changes 
signs every 32 days or so and rules our 
life’s ambitions and true personalities, was 
in sentimental and sensitive Cancer that 
night. It was quite true that emotions were 
exceptionally high during that period (Judy 
Garland’s funeral was held the day before 
in New York City, and it has been said that 
many in the community were devastated 
by her death.).The Moon, which changes 
signs about every two days and rules our 
emotional reaction state, landed in Sag-
ittarius on June 28th. Mars, the planet of 
action and aggression was also in Sagit-
tarius at the time. Rebellious Sagittarius, 
poke in the eye Sagittarius – need I say 
more? Not only does this particular sign 
not listen to authority, but it absolutely 
revels in that wonderful type of “up yours” 
attitude. Contemplative Mercury – in quick 
thinking, quick action Gemini – contributed 
to the highly charged energy; and Venus, 
the planet of love, was in stubborn Taurus. 
Taurus the bull will not be put aside when 
it is finally pushed to the limit of patience. 

“The Ascendant,” which rules first impres-
sions and beginnings of things, was in fi-
ery, no holds barred Aries. Word of advice 

– Aries is the steamroller sign. Don’t ever 
say no to an Aries...So what do we have so 
far? Highly charged emotions coupled with 
an “in your face, don’t even try to hold me 
back” attitude just waiting for a justification 
to act...

Some hack writer once wrote, “(It is) 
not in the stars, but in ourselves that we 
are underlings.” I must disagree. Were it 
not for the stars that warm June night, who 
knows what type of life we would be lead-
ing today? I shudder to think. (Q Notes 
Online – charlene Lichtenstein at Go-
qnotes.com/63060/an-astrological-analy-
sis-of-the-stonewall-riots)

Will presidential 
candidates 
support 
legalizing 
prostitution?

new york City – In a long piece in the 
New republic, Melissa Gira Grant writes 
that back in February, advocates for er 
rights in New York announced their inten-
tion to fully decriminalize prostitution in the 
state. But no one really suspected then 
that within two weeks, Democratic can-
didates for president would be pledging 
support for competing legislative visions 
of what they called (at times, incorrectly) 
sex-work decriminalization. Quite sudden-
ly, the enlightened thing to do – or at least 
to say you were doing – was to support 
these measures, a development that came 
as a shock even to many ers who had long 
campaigned for decriminalization. 

On June 10th, that same group of ad-
vocates, Decrim NY, [saw] a bill they have 
helped draft introduced in the state legisla-
ture that promises to give practical shape 
to the goals ers have pursued for several 
decades. The bill is groundbreaking for the 
US: If passed, it would make New York the 
first state to fully decriminalize . The New 
republic has had a first look at the bill. 
The measure removes criminal penalties 
associated with adults selling and buying 
sex, and repeals parts of the law that have 
criminalized ers’ places of business along 
with “loitering for prostitution” in public. 
Their aim is grounded not just in criminal 
justice reform, but in more fundamental 

appeals to economic justice. “This is not 
just about decriminalizing workers or the 
absence of criminal codes. It’s about mak-
ing sure people who work in the sex trades 
have access to making a living in the sex 
industry in a way that is not a crime,” said 
Audacia Ray, a member of the Decrim NY 
steering committee, a director at the New 
York City Anti-Violence Project, and a for-
mer er. Compelling prostitution and pro-
motion of prostitution involving cases of 
force, intimidation, or minors would remain 
a crime. 

The New York bill is the most compre-
hensive  decriminalization measure in the 
country, though it is not alone. In Wash-
ington, DC, a revised decriminalization bill 
was introduced last week with the backing 
of four district council members. These 
bills are now landing in the early phase of 
the 2020 campaign – the first in which mul-
tiple major candidates are, when asked, 
offering their proposals on changing laws 
against . In a Data for Progress and Decrim 
NY poll released in May, Democratic vot-
ers said they support fully decriminalizing  
by a three-to-one margin. (The New re-
public – melissa Gira Grant at newrepublic.
com/article/154111/new-york-bill-decrimi-
nalization-prostitution-sex-worker-rights)

Denver Zoo 
shares a gay 
love story in 
time for Pride

denver – CBS’s local station reports 
that with just a few days before Denver’s 
PrideFest celebrations, the Denver Zoo is 
sharing the love story of a same-sex pair in 
their flock. The flamboyant flamingos are 
named after two LGBTQ icons – ’N Sync 
band member Lance Bass and Queen 
frontman Freddie Mercury. Among the 
nearly 80 birds in the exhibit, birdkeeper 
Brittney Weaver says the two have always 

been the standouts. “They have plenty of 
choices to choose from so we can’t really 
control what they choose,” she said.

Freddy Mercury is a Caribbean flamin-
go brought to the zoo in 1970, and Lance 
Bass, a Chilean flamingo, hatched in Den-
ver in 2001. “So this happened in 2014 that 
we started noticing them hanging out and 
spending a lot of time together then we 
saw them participating in all those court-
ship behaviors, and then when they final-
ly built that nest we knew,” Weaver said. 
While the male-to-male pairing is rare, it 
is not unheard of. The two species coming 
together, she says, is unique. 

As far as their names, Weaver says 
14 years with the flock and her passion 
for music just took over. “All the flamingos 
are named after musicians,” she said. “But 

these guys we wanted to name them ap-
propriately for their relationship.” The real 
Lance Bass shared the story on Facebook, 
writing: “This is the best!! I hope Lance is 
the one with the frosted tips!!!” Denver Zoo 
officials responded, “Hey Lance, Freddie’s 
on the left and flamingo Lance is on the 
right, so he kind of does have dyed tips!” 
Zoo officials also said they are planning a 
special flamingo-themed event in August 
and invited Bass to attend. (Denver cBS4 
at Denver.cbslocal.com/2019/06/11/same-
sex-pair - f lamingos-denver-zoo- lance-
bass-freddie-mercury)

compiled by Jim Becker

Planets aligned?

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

Flamboyant
flamingos
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mello; editing by Grant mccool at Uk.re-
uters.com/article/uk-brazil-homophobia/
brazil-supreme-court-rules-homophobia-a-
crime-idUKKcN1TF02L)

Canadian writer 
losses lawsuit; 
remains banned 
by Twitter

San Francisco – Joe Morgan writes 
in Gold Star News that Canadian writer 
Meghan Murphy has lost a lawsuit against 
Twitter and will remain banned. The blogger 
was permanently banned over transphobic 
tweets. Murphy’s writing focuses on gen-
der and politics. Her feminist opinions are 
rooted in the ideals that some describe as 

“TERF,” or trans-exclusionary radical femi-
nists. In her lawsuit, Murphy alleged Twitter 
breached their contract. She also claims 
Twitter violated her free speech, thereby 
unjustly banning her. A San Francisco court 
ruled Twitter is protected by the Communi-
cations Decency Act. 

Murphy’s Twitter account was locked 
on last November 15th. Twitter then asked 
her to delete ant-trans tweets. They stated 
the tweets violated the company’s hateful 
conduct policy. “Hateful conduct” on the plat-
form now includes “targeted misgendering 
or deadnaming of transgender individuals.” 
It is not universally applied to all users. In 
general, Twitter also prohibits “targeting indi-
viduals with repeated slurs.” The policy also 
bans “content that intends to dehumanize, 
degrade or reinforce negative or harmful ste-
reotypes about a protected category.”

The tweets in question: Twitter asked 
Murphy to remove two tweets. On read, 

“Men aren’t women.” The other, “How are 
transwomen not men? What is the differ-
ence between a man and a transwoman?” In 
order to gain access to her account again, 
she had to remove the tweets, which she did

After getting back into her account, she 
also tweeted: “This is fucking bullshit @twit-
ter. I’m not allowed to say that men aren’t 
women or ask questions about the notion 
of transgenderism at all anymore? That a 
multi billion dollar company is censoring 
BASIC FACTS and silencing people who 
ask questions about this dogma is INSANE.” 
On November 23rd, the company banned 
her permanently. They also cited a tweet 
in which Murphy identified Twitter user as 

“him.”  (Gold Star News – Joe morgan at Gay-
starnews.com/article/terf-writer-loses-lawsuit-
against-twitter-will-remain-banned/#gs.ix4s1r)

Philly 
landmarks to 
celebrate Pride 
through lights

Philadelphia – The “Philly Lights Up 
Rainbow” display will happen after sun-
down on two nights during June: Sunday, 
June 9th, on the evening of the Philadelphia 
PrideDay Parade and Festival; and on June 
30th, when New York City hosts its World-
Pride march. The Benjamin Franklin Bridge, 
Boathouse Row, and PECO Crown Lights 
are among the most prominent landmarks to 
get the rainbow-light treatment. Other con-
firmed locations include the South Street 
Bridge, and the light poles that stretch for 
2.5 miles along North Broad Street, be-
tween Hamilton Street and Glenwood Ave-
nue. “Of course, there may be others that 
join in, but they haven’t confirmed their par-
ticipation with us at this time,” said Lauren 
Cox, deputy communications director at the 
mayor’s office. 

This is the second year that sites like 
the Benjamin Franklin Bridge, Boathouse 
Row, and the PECO building lit up for Pride 
month, but Cox said the 2019 display is 

more widespread, including brand new 
spots like the North Broad Street light poles. 
The Benjamin Franklin Bridge also showed 
support for the LGBTQ community in 2016, 
when it lit up for three nights in honor of the 
victims and families affected by the shoot-
ing at Pulse nightclub in Orlando, Florida. 

This year’s “Philly Lights Up Rainbow” 
was orchestrated by the Mayor’s Office of 
LGBT Affairs, which told Philadelphia Gay 
News that it reached out to partners to 
participate in the attempt to “make Phila-
delphia’s support for and celebration of our 
LGBTQ community more visible than ever.” 

“For too long, the LGBTQ community has 
been pushed into the shadows and active-
ly erased from moments in history. These 
fun, illuminated displays on some of Phil-
adelphia’s most visible and recognizable 
landmarks are one small way the city was 
able to ensure our LGBTQ residents and 
visitors feel seen,” said a spokesperson 
from the office. (Philadelphia Gay News 

Beyond THe BelTWay

– Josh middleton at epgn.com/news/lo-
cal/14774-philadelphia-landmarks-light-
up-for-pride)

Brazil’s supreme 
court rules 
homophobia is a 
crime

Sao Paulo – Reuters reports that the 
Brazilian Supreme Court ruled on Thurs-
day that homophobia should be criminal-
ized under existing legislation until Con-
gress creates a specific law for the subject, 
weighing in on a topic that has drawn the 
ire of President Jair Bolsonaro. Eight of 11 
justices voted to treat homophobia in the 
same way as racism under Brazilian law, 
making it a criminal act. “Sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity are essential to 
human beings, to the self-determination to 
decide their own life and seek happiness,” 
Justice Gilmar Mendes said, according to 
the court’s Twitter account.

During the court’s deliberations last 
month, as it became clear that most jus-
tices would rule in favor of criminalizing 
homophobia, Bolsonaro strongly criticized 
the court. He accused the justices of legis-
lating from the bench and suggested it was 
time to appoint an evangelical Christian to 
the Supreme court. Evangelicals and oth-
er socially conservative Brazilians helped 
Bolsonaro win last year’s election as he 
promised to overturn years of liberal social 
policies, including more rights for same-
sex couples.

Bolsonaro, a Catholic who was bap-
tized by an evangelical pastor on a trip 
to Israel three years ago, had a history 

of making homophobic, racist, and sex-
ist public remarks before he took office 
on January 1st, He told one interviewer 
he would rather have a dead son than a 
gay son. (reuters – reporting by eduardo 
Simões in Sao Paulo; writing by Gabriela 

Possible serial 
killer charged 
in murder of 
transwoman 

dallas – On June 12th, Dallas police an-
nounced the arrest of Kendrell Lavar Lyles, 
34, in connection with the May 18th murder 
of transwoman Muhlaysia Booker and two 
other people who are not members of the 
LGBTQ community. Investigators said Lyles 
is also a “person of interest” in the murder of 
two other transwomen, Chynal Lindsey and 
Armani Dante Morgan. Lindsey was killed on 
June 1th and Morgan’s 2017 death was ruled 

“unexplained.” Investigations continue to look 
into those deaths and the deaths of at least 
two other black transgender women in Dallas 

– Shade Schuler, whose body was found in 
a field in july 2015; and Britney White, who 
was shot to death in October 2018.

Lyles was picked up in Collin County on 
two traffic violations a few days after Dallas 
police found Lindsey’s body in White Rock 
Lake. He was being held on under $1,000 
bond on a Garland warrant for driving without 
a valid driver’s license and without insurance 

when witnesses came forward and identified 
him as the person who murdered Leticia 
Grant. Grant was shot to death on May 22nd 
in a parking lot at 7815 McCallum Boulevard 
and died at a local hospital two days later. 
Lyles was already being held in the Collin 
County Jail when Dallas police put together 
information it received from the community 
with evidence from the Far North Dallas mur-
ders to link Lyles to Muhlaysia Booker’s mur-
der. Investigators analyzed data from Lyles’s 
cell phone, and that analysis indicates that 
Lyles frequented the Spring Avenue / Lagow 
Street area and that he was in that area at the 
time Booker was picked up the night she died. 

Krista De La Rosa, a black trans activist 
who organized a June 9th #BlackTransLives-
Matter march on Cedar Springs, said, “I know 
this is far from ‘mission accomplished,’ but if 
this is the guy, this is one less monster on the 
street!” t (Dallas Voice – David Taffet and 
Tammye Nash at dallasvoice.com/serial-mur-
der-suspect-in-custody)

Muhlaysia 
Booker,

rest in
 peace
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But not born a man. i feel that the decision 
is politically motivated. Now this is just my 
opinion.” The post was later defended by 
mrcode, making things worse, followed by 
calls for his ouster as leader of the leath-
er association. He was removed within a 
couple of days. Leather clubs are typically 
known as inclusive, safe spaces for people 
of trans experience.)

I understand that the world doesn’t 
deal with trans issues. If you are someone 
who doesn’t have many trans friends, it 
is easy to not understand. I am all about 
educating, and saying hey, here are arti-
cles why your opinion is not necessarily 
correct, or this is how what you said per-
sonally hurt me. I didn’t even hear about 
what happened until he stepped down. I 
was expecting, actually, way worse of a 
response. It wasn’t that bad, and the re-
sponse of the community was 150% better 
than I thought.

do you think someone like that is 
teachable, or was there something in 
his comments that felt too far gone?

I’m all about teachable moments. Peo-
ple tried to educate him, and he just dou-
bled down. At that point I’m like, okay, it’s 
your own funeral then. I hope there’s a 
lesson learned for the general community. 
You can come back from this. I would be 

so happy if he did some 
learning and came back 
and did something about 
it.

your speech at 
iMl was so universal. 
The message of “you 
are enough.” What 
kinky kid, what gay kid, 
or actually any human 
hasn’t felt like they were 
not enough. you struck 
to the heart of that.

I’ve had that feeling 
for so many reasons. Every single part of 
who I am is so mixed up. My gender, my 
sexuality, my size. Everyone in this com-
munity has felt like a deviant, which is why 
the trans controversy hurt so much.

Can i ask how long you have been 
living with HiV?

Three or four years.
Speaking of shame, we tend to stig-

matize people who test positive these 
days, when they “should have known 
better.” How was it for you?

I had just started working as an HIV 
tester and counselor at an organization. I 
got sick, like with a bad flu. I got my diag-
nosis at a clinic when I went in for that. I 
did testing and counseling after that, but it 
was triggering, so I took some time off and 
my bosses were very understanding.

do you have regrets about not hav-

IML Winner 
Jack Thompson

for IML and put on that leather cap, and 
you are the domest dom in all of dom town.

i went to iMl once, more than a de-
cade ago, but only because i was living 
off the remnants of my muscle boy body 
and i wanted to strut around in a har-
ness.

That’s 90% of the people who go to 
IML.

yeah, but i also never left the hotel. 
i stayed in my room shooting up crys-
tal meth and having sex. For five days 
without sleep.  i have so much shame 
and regret about it. do you see much of 
that? does it concern you?

It’s a community problem. I’ve seen it 
for years and seen friends’ lives destroyed 
for periods of time. And there’s people who 

just assume you do drugs be-
cause you go to these events. 
Actually, there are more and 
more spaces for sober people 
there.

There’s been an explosion 
of trans awareness over the 
last few years. My trans ac-
tivist friends would point out 
that this has been a long, hard 

road, though.
I came out as trans when I was 15 (liv-

ing in the Bay area). That was 18 years 
ago. And it was exploding be-
cause there were a lot of hate 
crimes going on.

i know several trans men 
who were lesbians first, 
who thought they must be, 
before they realized they 
were trans. and gay. it’s a 
perfect example of the dif-
ference between gender and 
sexuality.

I didn’t even start dating 
men until I met my husband. I 
still am attracted to women. It 
gets very deep very fast between us, with 
women. I just got out of a long relationship 
with a woman about a year ago.

Well, those women. They get in deep 
so quickly…

(laughs) And I don’t have the capacity 
to get into something that deep with some-
one else. I have my husband. He’s my port 
in the storm right now, with all this crazi-
ness.

Speaking of crazy, right after you 
won, some bonehead says a transpho-
bic thing that sounds like it could have 
been said in 2002. and it was someone 
you think would have known better. 

(Only hours after Jack’s win, the lead-
er of a regional leather association known 
as craig mrcode posted on Facebook, “i 
am happy for the winner, BUT it is interna-
tional mr. Leather. He identifies as a man. 

Jack Thompson, who just won the 2019 In-
ternational Mr. Leather (IML), is a lot. And 
he carries it well.

Jack is biracial. He’s gay. 
He’s transgender. He’s extremely 
kinky, depending on what scale 
you use to measure such things.

Jack is also utterly transparent 
about all that he is, to a disarming 
degree. His speech at the IML 
competition (“You are enough.”) 
laid bare all of his identities and 
became an instant viral meme.

Over breakfast at his favorite diner in 
his newly adopted home city of Baltimore, 
Jack discussed coming out (as many 
things), sex, drugs, HIV – and his reac-
tion to a transphobic social media post by 
a leather community leader that nearly 
eclipsed the drama of Jack’s win at IML.

Here is our conversation, edited for 
length and clarity.

Mark S. king: you spend a lot of time 
here, at Valentino’s restaurant?

jack Thompson: Oh yeah, they’re 
open 24/7. I can have breakfast any time 
of the day.

you’re running around already as 
Mr. iMl. just this weekend, you were in 
dC for Pride, then up to Philly, and then 
back here for an event at The eagle in 
Baltimore.

Yeah, after IML there isn’t much of a 
break. You run right into Pride. And being 
on the east coast you can get to so many 
different places for events.

your husband, Geoff Millard, was 
first runner up for Mr. Bootblack at iMl 
this year.

He was first runner up for Mr. IML in 
2017, too. He’s the first person to place in 
both events.

i’m ignorant. i think Mr. iMl is for the 
big dominant guys, and Mr. Bootblack is 
for the submissive ones.

Unless you are running for a “Boy” title 
or a “Master” title, you can identify as any-
thing you want. I identify as a submissive. 
My husband identifies as a Daddy. But a lot 
of people have that idea, that you compete 

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous

THinkinG ouTloud

... on sex, 
HIV, and 

facing 
transphobia

ing been on PreP?
PrEP hadn’t really taken off. I think if 

it had been a year later, I probably would 
have been on it.

and that’s what infuriates me as a 
PreP advocate, that Gilead, the compa-
ny that makes Truvada, refused to pro-
mote Truvada as PreP when they could 
have, so much earlier than they have. 
People got infected unnecessarily. But 
that’s my thing. are you undetectable?

Yes, I have been since the beginning. 
When I hop on Grindr, there are a lot of 
people who still don’t know what these 
things are, like U=U and PrEP. HIV is in my 
profile. I’m used to guys hitting on me and 
then rejecting me.

Well, you provide so many reasons 
to reject you!

(laughs) Yes. What on the menu of rea-
sons do you not want to sleep with me?

Back in my hunting days, i found 
that if i had to become an HiV educa-
tor with someone, then we’re not going 
to fuck. i’m not going to be put in the 
position of educating you so that i can 
fuck you.

I don’t mind doing a little bit of that. But 
if I’m just hooking up with you, you’re prob-
ably not even giving me your real name so 
why am I giving you a lecture? This is no 
longer sexy. But I will do some initial steps 
to educate.

do people fetish you as a trans man?
Oh yeah. People fetishize everything. 

I mean, you’re fetishizing that guy over 
there because he goes to the gym every 
day. So why is it bad for them to fetishize 
you for whatever reason? Of course, peo-
ple from marginalized communities have 
been fetishized for things over the years 
and there’s a lot of history, and shame…

Black men as sexual objects…
Yes. I have a thing for big bearded 

daddies. That’s my type. Our fetishes play 
into our hookups. It depends on how you 
do it. If someone comes at me and they’re 
all like, “Oh, you’re a man with a pussy,” 
and there’s this big thing about it, it’s not 
about me anymore. It’s about a part of me. 
I don’t have patience for that. It’s about 
people having no tact.

What’s your message during your 
reign as international Mr. leather?

I’m proud of a community that is now, 
officially, proud of me. I’m getting messag-
es from people who identify as trans who 
are getting a harness to come support me 
at an event, because now it feels like a safe 
space for them. This year is going to be 
amazing, but it’s not about me. It’s about 
people seeing a message that we will not 
stand for transphobia in our spaces.

Thanks so much, jack. This was fun.
It was. Thanks, Mark. t

jack Thompson credit: Chris Jay
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need more personal space – there are in-
troverts and extraverts – but in the end, 
whatever our temperament, we look for 
that nirvana.

What complicates this process is what 
we have learned over the years from the 
families we grew up in, or the environ-
ments we experienced. What if one grew 
up in a single-parent household? What 
about extended families with many living 
together? Divorced families? Violent peo-
ple, poverty, strict religious beliefs, priv-
ileges or lack thereof? How do we make 
some or all of these lessons learned a part 
of how we deal with our own foibles and 

those we relate to?
The fact that today we have 

unbelievable amounts of infor-
mation and self-help resources 
at our disposal provides ways of 

understanding how and why we do what 
we do. But the wealth of information can 
also give us conflicting 

views. So as much as 
that chemistry leads us one way, we have 
to tap into the rational brain and assess if 

this will be healthy connection. Most im-
portantly, do take red flags seriously; don’t 
overlook them thinking you can change the 
other or that once things settle down, all 
will be well. I have come to hear too many 
admit to doubts standing at the altar and 
afterwards, regretting the choices made. 
On the other hand, there are many who 
launch into a relationship despite reserva-
tions and end up being happy they did.

Life is full of risks. It’s how much you 
take and how you deal with the end result 
that matter. t

is more important than estrogen for breast 
growth, but doctors in the area where I live 
will only prescribe estrogen for transwom-
en. Since progesterone is one of the two 
main female hormones, shouldn’t trans-
women take progesterone as well as es-
trogen? When non-trans women in meno-
pause need hormones, don’t they get both 
progesterone and estrogen? Why are we 
treated differently?

Translady

Dear Translady,
Progesterone does not in-

crease breast size in transwom-
en, but it can change the shape 
of the breasts. Unlike many other 
topics in transgender health care, 
there actually has been research 
on this issue. A study found no dif-
ference in breast measurements 
between transwomen treated with 
estrogen and transwomen treated 
with a combination of estrogen 
and progesterone. Breast biopsies 
showed some differences in breast 
milk glands at the microscopic lev-
el. These microscopic differences 
are not visible and aren’t important 

unless the woman plans to breast-feed a 
baby, which in this country is rarely done 
by genetic (cis) women, and even less of-
ten by transwomen.

It has not been formally studied, but 
some clinicians prescribing for transwom-
en have noticed that when transwomen 
on estrogen have immature-appearing 
breasts (meaning breasts that are shaped 
more like pointed cones than rounded 
domes) adding progesterone for a short 
time (six to 18 months) sometimes will give 
the breasts a more rounded shape. Like 
non-trans women, breast size is affected 
by genetics: a transwoman’s breasts are 
not likely to be larger than her sister’s or 
mother’s, regardless of what hormones 
she takes. Also, transwomens’ chests are 
broader, so breasts appear smaller.

It’s important to know that 
most of the unpleas-
ant effects of “female 
hormones” are ef-
fects of progesterone. 
Pre-menstrual syn-
drome, migraine head-
aches, edema, blood 
clots, depression, and 
unstable mood are all 
caused by progesterone. 
That’s why progesterone is not a drug 
to take without knowing there will be a 
definite benefit – and unless you have a 
uterus, there is no proven benefit.

Progesterone is given only to post 

Dear Dr. Eva, 
I’m on several new pre-

scription medicines since 
I had a heart attack six 
months ago. I’m still not 
back to my normal strength, 
and I seem to get a lot of 
colds. I saw in the PDr 
that the side effects of both 
Coreg (carvedilol) and Pla-
vix (clopidigrel) include 
bronchitis and upper re-
spiratory infections! Is that 
why I get so many colds? 

RH

Dear RH,
In case some readers don’t know, the 

PDr is the Physicians Desk reference, a 
common reference book, available in pub-
lic libraries.

Based on what it says in the PDr, I 
can see why you’d think the new medicines 
might be causing your frequent colds, but 
this is a misunderstanding. anything at all 
that happens to a patient during evalu-
ation of a medication must be reported 
as possibly being caused by the medi-
cine. In any group of people, over a peri-
od of time, some individuals will get colds. 
That doesn’t mean the medication caused 
the colds. Every new medication is com-
pared to a placebo (inactive pills). In the 
PDr, the rates of side effects are listed for 
two groups: the patients given the actual 
medicine and the group given placebo. To 
see if a medication is likely to be causing 
a side effect, compare the frequency (per-
centage) of the side effect in the treated 
group with the frequency in patients taking 
placebo. If the rate in the treated group is 
not any higher than in the placebo group, 
the medication is not the cause.

Should transwomen take 
progesterone?

Dear Dr. Eva, 
I’ve been taking estrogen for transi-

tion for two years, with pretty good results, 
but my breasts still look like a 12-year-old 
girl’s. I have read online that progesterone 

Heart Bugs

qualiTy oF liFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

 Chemistry – 
the Elixir

You know that high, unbelievably ener-
gizing feeling of being drawn to another 
person? Not easily analyzed, or 
explained, but delicious nonethe-
less? It is what we all call chem-
istry, and it is how connections 
originate, whether short-lived or 
long-term.

In all the years of working with people 
in relationships, I have come to be privy 
to how they met, what it was like to 
be drawn to others, and how 
then a connection gets stron-
ger or fizzles out. Sometimes 
the fizzle takes years, but 
still, other factors keep people 
together. The bottom line is 
that we all want that emotion-
al connection, that sense of 
being close to another human 
being(s), both physically and 
mentally. In the adolescent and 
young adulthood years, hor-
mones and nature exert a huge 
pressure to attach ourselves to others, and 
as years pile on, the emotional component 
becomes even more powerful. This is not 
to dismiss any personality factors. Some 

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.

The mystery 
of bonding

menopausal women taking estrogen who 
still have their uterus (have not had a 
hysterectomy) . In these women, 

estrogen increas-
es the chance of 
uterus (endome-
trial) cancer. Pro-
gesterone pro-
tects against that 
increased risk. 
When there is no 
uterus, for exam-
ple in transwomen 

and in cis women who have 
had a hysterectomy, there is no need to 
protect it. t

Dr. eva Hersh is a family physician. 
Send your comments and questions to her 
by email at editor@ baltimoreoutloud.com.

Are my heart 
medicines 
giving me 

infections? 
And what 

about 
progesterone 

for shapely 
breasts?

“I’ve come to hear 
too many admit to 

doubts standing at the 
altar and afterwards, 
regretting the choices 

made.”
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More Than $150,000 
Raised to Support HIV 
Services
By aaron CaHall
chase Brexton Health care
The AIDS Walk & Music Festival Baltimore 
2019 surpassed its goal to raise $150,000 
to support HIV services 
of Chase Brexton Health 
Care and its community 
partners. 

More than 500 walk-
ers, sponsors, perform-
ers, and volunteers 
gathered at Power 
Plant Live! on Sunday, 
June 9th to take steps 
to end HIV and AIDS 
in Baltimore. They 
were welcomed to 
the event by Chase 
Brexton head Patrick 
Mutch, special guest 
Montel Williams, 
and emcees Kai Jackson 
and Brandi Proctor of WBFF Fox 45.

Donations will continue to be accept-
ed through June 30th; visit BaltimoreAID-
SWalk.org to make a contribution.

“So many runners, walkers, volun-
teers, and teams came out to support our 
AIDS Walk & Music Festival,” said Chase 
Brexton’s Becky Frank. “The funds raised 
by their efforts will make a huge difference 
in our fight to increase access to critical 
medications, prevent new HIV cases in 
Baltimore and provide care to those al-

ready affected.”
Chase Brex-

ton was joined in 
its efforts by its ten 
community partners, 
whose own teams 
raised funds for the 
event and kept half of 
their proceeds to con-
tinue their fight against 
HIV. Community part-
ners included AIDS Ac-
tion Baltimore, Gilchrist, 
the Jacques Initiative, 
the John G. Bartlett Spe-
cialty Practice at Johns 
Hopkins Medicine, Move-
able Feast, Planned Par-

enthood, the Pride Center of Maryland, 
Park West Health System, Project Please, 
and Total Health Care. t

NEW EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY! 
New outdoor resort opening this summer located north of

Romney, Hampshire Co. West Virginia.  
We need the following positions filled within the next four
to six weeks. Many of these positions will be year round! 

Restaurant: Bakers, Bartenders, Bar-backs, Bus & cleaning staff, 
Dish/Pot washers, Food prep & Line cooks,  

Floor managers, Host & Wait staff.  
Outside Help: Activities attendant, Groundskeepers, 

Horse tenders, Facility maintenance staff. 

Please complete the job application at the following link 
and we will get back to you!

https://rainbowcountryresorts.com/job-application
Come grow with us!!!

BAt the AIDS Walkand Music Festival, June 9th 
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gurt of choice)
• 1 frozen unsweetened acai packet
• 1 cup milk of choice
• 1 tablespoon almond or peanut butter

Throw everything in a blender and 
enjoy immediately or place in an airtight 
container or thermos. Can store up to 48 
hours.

Banana Bread Latte 
• 2 frozen bananas
• 1 handful of walnuts
• 1 tablespoon chia seeds
• ½ cup iced coffee or cold brew
• 1 cup milk of choice
• 1 cup yogurt of choice
• 1 tsp ground cinnamon

• ½ tsp ground nutmeg

Resist the urge to brag 
about what you’re sippin’ on to 
your coworkers. Blend togeth-
er and place in an airtight con-
tainer or thermos. Can store 
up to 48 hours.

Strawberry Classic 
• 1 frozen banana

• 1 cup frozen straw-
berries

• ½ cup frozen rasp-
berries

• 1 cup milk of choice
• ½ cup greek yogurt 

(can substitute a dairy-
free option)

• 1 tablespoon chia 
seeds

This is the smoothie 
from your childhood, but 
with a healthier twist. 
Blend together and pour 
in a to-go cup for a meal 

on the road or place in an airtight 
container. Can store up to 48 hours.

Pro tip: if you’re using non-dairy yo-
gurt / milk alternatives, add one scoop of 

your favorite protein powder or substitute 
with three tablespoons of almond or pea-
nut butter.

Smoothies are the perfect go-to for 
those days when you’re hungry and 
strapped for time. Don’t let your busy 
schedule stop you from making a healthy 
choice for positive change. A quick shake 
can be your new quick fix! 

Visit Youfit.com for more recipes by 
Lindsey Gass, RD/LD and find out how to 
become a member today. You can also fol-
low Lindsey on Instagram at @lin.health. t

Not only do you need to work out your 
body, but you also need to fuel it properly 
to reach the goals you’ve set for yourself. 

This spring, Youfit Health 
Clubs brought Lindsey Gass, a 
registered dietician, on to the 
team to provide professional 
knowledge and insight into the 
food portion of the health and 
wellness path. 

Summer can have schedules 
all out of whack (in a good way – hey there, 
beach vacation!) where it’s easy to make 
unhealthy decisions. Lindsey has just the 
ticket for you to eat healthier this summer 
and that ticket is meal 
replacement shakes. 
Here are three easy 
meal replacement 
shake recipes that are 
simple enough to get 
you out of the kitchen 
faster and onto enjoy-
ing your fun summer 
activities. These will 
keep you full, ener-
gized and ready to 
tackle the adventures 
ahead. 

Banana-Berry Acai 
• 1 frozen banana
• ½ cup frozen blueber-

ries (or mixed berry blend)
• 1 cup low-fat yogurt (or dairy-free yo-

DIY meal 
replacement 

shake recipes 

No Time to 
Cook?

credit:  
jessicalophoto

Here
YouFit

Dear Andre,
I’m a queer non-binary person in my 

early 30s, and I was recently approached 
by a woman in her early 20s who’s inter-
ested in pursuing a relationship with me. 
Despite the age difference she seems ma-
ture and level headed, and I’m totally at-
tracted to her. However, she’s completely 
new to her queer identity, and I would be 
the first non-cis male she’s slept with. I’ve 
actually never “taken someone’s virginity” 
(ick), and I know that’s not exactly what’s 
happening here, but I do feel personally in-
vested in making sure she’s okay. How do 
I do this right?

Sincerely,
Mysha R.

Dear Mysha, 
I appaud you on your concern for your 

potential beau! While for some LGBTQ 
folks their first foray into queer sex hap-
pens organically, comfortably and with little 
fuss, many aren’t afforded the same ease. 
Sometimes it’s a consent issue, some-
times it’s a substance is-
sue, and other times it’s 
fraught with overwhelm-
ing anxiety (which could 
be the consequence of 
having a sex partner less 
sensitive to the weight 
that one’s first time could 
carry). 

If I were you, I’d set 
aside intentional time with her to 
initiate a conversation specifical-
ly about beginning a sexual rela-
tionship. I recommend budgeting 
enough time so neither of you feel rushed, 
as well as scheduling the conversation 
outside of the bedroom (say, over a din-
ner at a local restaurant with relaxed am-
bience). Here’s my best advice for setting 
you and your love interest up for maximum 
success.

1) reassure her that she doesn’t 
have to know what she wants yet. I 
love the advanced negotiation strategies 
that often define queer sex just as much 

Exploring New 
Territory

Out
Andre Shakti

The In
and

as the next slut, but when you’re dealing 
with a novice, directly inquiring after their 
desires, needs, dislikes and boundaries 
can often feel overwhelming. Instead, ask 
her what she’s enjoyed when having sex 
with cis men as well as what she enjoys 
while masturbating. Does she enjoy pene-
tration? Having her g-spot or clitoris stimu-
lated? Her nipples played with? Etc. Then 
take that information and suggest activities 
that have overlap. Make sure you put an 
emphasis on exploring each other’s bodies 
without expectation of a particular result 
(cough orgasm cough) to help relieve any 
perceived pressure she might be feeling. 

2) Go easy on the substance use for 
the first handful of times. Trust me, I’m 
not advocating for total sobriety, but when 
we’re nervously anticipating something we 
tend to turn to drugs and alcohol to act as a 
neurological lubricant. Unfortunately, over-
estimating your ability to communicate, 
connect with your body, and physically 
function while under the influence can lead 
to dissatisfying sexual encounters. Advise 
your beau of this and be responsible!

3) The queer sex learning curve is 
vast. Let her know that she has all the time 
in the world to catch up. Whether it’s a 
matter of communication competency, skill 
acquirement or memorizing all of the short-
hand definitions thrown around the com-
munity (eg, “topping,” “bottoming,” “kinky,” 
“strapped,” etc), constantly reminding your 
person that every single queer person has 
had to “learn the ropes” will give her per-
mission to feel less self conscious about 
her unfamiliarity. 

4) remember, enthusiasm is an ex-
cellent anxiety 
salve. When 
I first started 
sleeping with 
women, I wasn’t 
prepared for the 
insecurity narra-
tives that came 
with it. Although 
I’d started sleep-

ing with cis men seven years 
prior, I found myself emotionally 
spiraling back into all the self doubt 
I had the first time I ever had sex. 

What if my partner went down on me and 
didn’t like the way I smelled or tasted? 
What if I was bad at oral sex? Would they 
freak out if I brought my vibrator into the 
bedroom? Did they even find me attrac-
tive? Fortunately for me, all of my early 
queer sex partners were super into fucking 
me. Their unabashed enthusiasm – wheth-
er giving or receiving pleasure – was typ-
ically enough to calm my nerves and get 
me out of my head. Make sure you’re [au-

credit: The 
Pacific Center

thentically!] communicating your enthusi-
asm, both verbally and non-verbally, when 
interacting with your partner’s body, and 
encourage her to do the same!

5) emphasize that queer sex gets 
better. Let your person know that when the 
day comes that they feel confident in their 
skills, they’ll be grateful for all the messy 
early attempts that low key taught them 
how to get better.

Best of luck to you both! t
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browndowntown.org
1316 Park Ave., Balt., MD, 21217
410.523.1542

Summer Schedule
Worship, Sunday at 10 a.m.

Christian Education classes 
resume after Labor Day

Baltimore Ethical Society
2521 Saint Paul St. Baltimore, MD 21218 
ask@bmorethical.org 
baltimoreethicalsociety.org

Bolton Street Synagogue
212 West Coldspring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-235-5354.  boltonstreet.org

Brown Memorial Park Avenue  
Presbyterian Church
1316 Park Avenue
Baltimore MD 21217
410-523-1542.  browndowntown.org 

Chevrei Tzedek Congregation 
3101 Fallstaff Road
Baltimore MD 21209
443-992-7485.  chevreitzedek.org

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9402.  beittikvah.org

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
811 Cathedral Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-685-1130.  emmanueldowntown.org

First and Franklin Street.  
Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison Street
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545.  firstfranklin.org

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore
1 West Hamilton Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-685-2330.  firstunitarian.net

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-433-6650.  graceunitedmethodist.org 

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Road.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188.  govanspres.org

Interfaith Fairness 
Coalition of MD
P.O. Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555.  ifcmd.org

MCC of Baltimore
405 West Monument Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
mccbaltimore.org

Memorial Episcopal Church
1407 Bolton Street
Baltimore MD 21217
410-669-0220
memorialepiscopal.org

New Light MCC
40 W. Church Street
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
newlightmcc.com

The Church of the Advent
1301 South Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21230
410-539-7804
advent-baltimore.org

Veritas United Church 
of Christ
22 N Mulberry Street., Suite 113
Hagerstown, MD 21740
240- 310-6891
veritashagerstown.com

Chevrei Tzedek Congregation 
3101 Fallstaff Road, 

Baltimore, MD 21209

chevreitzedek@gmail.com 
www.chevreitzedek.org   

(443) 992-7485

RABBI RORY KATZ
JTS Gladstein Fellow

An informal, Welcoming, Participatory, Conservative Jewish Community

The Source for the lgbtq community
To advertise in our Spiritual directory

please call 410-802-1310
BaltimoreOutloud.com

The Source for the lgbtq community
To advertise in our Spiritual directory

please call 410-802-1310
BaltimoreOutloud.com
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That’s admirable, because some-
times the bigger personalities get more 
attention.

For me, it was not about the personal-
ity. It’s about your work. Let that speak for 
you and make the noise.

What do you think of Christian Siria-
no as the “Project runway” mentor?

It was super cool having him as a men-
tor. He always guided me in the right di-
rection. He always had the right advice. 
And he was part of the show, so he knows 
exactly what the judges are looking for. 
He built a relationship with these people 
through all these years, so he already 
knows who they are in terms of their work 
aesthetics. Seeing him and how much 

success he’s having, (I 
think), “That can be me! 
He was part of this.” 
It’s very inspiring and it 
makes you want to keep 
going.

What do you think 
of Christian as a de-
signer?

I think his work is 
really amazing. The 
way that he’s pushing 
the boundaries with 
gender equality and 
making fashion more 
inclusive for all kinds 
of shapes and gen-
ders.

He designed the 
piece for Billy Por-
ter.

Yes, the tuxedo 
gown. 

you and your hus-
band Matthew live in 

Fort lauderdale. What do you like best 
about living here?

Being close to the ocean. That’s the 
best thing.

How did you and your husband 
meet?

When I was working at a hotel as a 
housekeeper. One of the housekeepers 
said, “I have a friend I want to introduce to 
you.” We started talking and one day we 
went on a date and we never separated 
from that date.

That’s wonderful! We’re speaking 
before the final episode of this season 
of “Project runway” airs on Bravo. 
What would it mean to you to be the 
winner of season 17?

If I’m the lucky one, it would prove to 
me that I have what it takes to start build-
ing my dreams and my brand. To be able 
to achieve all I want in life. t

It was one of the craziest experiences. 
It’s amazing! I guess this year the plat-
form evolved towards more real fashion. 
Because they have the CFDA, the Council 
of Fashion Designers of America, and they 
are building real designers. This year, for 
me, they were more concerned with know-
ing more about the designer and being 
able to showcase that to the world.

you were there at just the right time.
I guess it was the right time.
What was your favorite challenge 

this season?
It’s difficult (to choose). I learned 

something differ-
ent from all of the 
challenges. Maybe 
the “Unconvention-
al (Challenge)” be-
cause it was in the 
woods and we were 
sleeping and eating 
there. It was fun.

What was your 
least favorite chal-
lenge?

Yes! My least fa-
vorite, the one I didn’t 
enjoy at all, was the 
“Elton John Chal-
lenge.” I struggled a 
lot!

How much do you 
think your strong 
sewing skills contrib-
uted to your success 
on “Project runway”?

I think that’s very important, especial-
ly for “Project Runway.” We have to be 
able to do everything. Having good sew-
ing skills is going to help because you’ll 
be able to finish everything quicker and if 
something goes wrong, you can change it 
faster.

and it will look better, it will look 
finished.

Yes, because they are judging you 
based on that. How it looks, how it’s fin-
ished, the design, the construction and the 
idea.

This season of “Project runway” 
featured contestants with big person-
alities, such as Hester and kovid. as 
someone who is quieter and more re-
served, what do you think of the way 
everyone was represented?

I think you learn to behave yourself. 
Yes, I’m a little crazy sometimes, but when 
it comes to my work, I’m extremely fo-
cused.

liVely arTS // PERSONALITIES

how they produced the outfits for the plays, 
how they communicated so many things 
with the outfits. I thought it was super cool. 
Maybe this could be my new career. I was 
always going to the factory where they 

were producing the costumes and I 
was always helping them, especially 
with the tutus. (I was) learning how 
they kept everything in place. That 
was my first introduction to fashion 
and how to make clothes.

Were you a fan of “Project 
runway” before you became one 
of the contestants?

I was not a crazy fan. I watched 
it a couple of times in Colombia with 

my mom. Sometimes she’d say, “You are 
going to be on there!” I’d say, “Oh, mom. 
That’s the United States. We live in Co-
lombia. That’s never going to happen!” And 
here I am! Final four!

your mom is a big supporter of 
yours?

She always supported my career. My 
dad, too. They were always super support-
ive, even with being gay. They were su-
per-open with everything. It was never an 

More Than 50 Shades

An interview 
with  

designer 
Sebastian 

Grey

nothing if not 
technicolor – 

Sebastian Grey

By GreGG SHaPiro
The road to Bravo’s Project runway hasn’t 
been as glamorous as you might think for 
fan favorite contestant Sebastian Grey. 
He gave up a career in Colombia and ar-
rived in the US, where 
he worked as a house-
keeper in a hotel. Some-
thing good did come of 
that – it’s where he met 
his husband Matthew. 
Additionally, he applied 
to compete on “Proj-
ect Runway,” where his 
sewing skills, solid work 
ethic, and talent landed 
him a spot in the final four. Fort Lauderdale 
resident Grey was kind enough to answer 
a few questions in advance of the Season 
17 finale.

Gregg Shapiro: Sebastian, when did 
you first become interested in fashion?

Sebastian Grey: I first became in-
terested in fashion when I was probably 
14. I was in a professional ballet school. 
I graduated as a professional ballet danc-
er. When I was in school, I was watching 

issue for them.
What does it 

mean to you to be on 
“Project runway”?

MAY 22 -  JULY 28

AUGUST 1  -  SEPTEMBER 8

410-730-8311
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings,
all shows and dates are subject to change.
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Gay Golden Years Drama 
After Forever

really spoke to us. That’s because we do 
continue to exist and have active, vibrant 
and exciting lives. When viewers see that 
on screen they now have this role model. 
There are plenty of young role models in 
the LGBTQ community today, however, 
not many find themselves asking, ‘Where 
will I be in ten, 20, or 30 years?’ Just as 
suddenly as there are many gay charac-
ters for young kids these days, there aren’t 
many role models out there for the over-50 
crowd.”

“Michael and I both came from a time 
when there are few role models and a few 
trailblazers,” Spirtas added. “One of the 
best things about the digital world is sud-
denly there is room to tell the stories that 
the networks, or even film studios, don’t 
tell.”

Their gamble recently paid off for Slade 
and Spirtas as After Forever recently won 

the Daytime Emmy for “Outstanding Digital 
Daytime Drama Series.” Spirtas garnered 
an Emmy for “Outstanding Lead Actor” in 
the same category for his portrayal of Bri-
an. As well, Spirtas, serving as co-creator 
and co-writer along with Slade, both took 
home the Emmy Award for “Outstanding 
Writing.” Co-star Erin Cherry also won 
for “Outstanding Supporting Actress” for 
her role as Brenda in the series. Director 
Jennifer Pepperman won for “Outstanding 
Directing.” 

“When this show won five Emmys last 
month, it immediately became the most 
Emmy-honored LGBTQ-focused drama 
in history,” Slade notes. “Whether cable, 
network or digital, no dramas have ever 
done that.” He added, “With the 50th anni-
versary of Stonewall coming up, one of the 

things that is particularly gratifying for us 
is the demographic of who is watching the 
show. Considering this is a show focusing 
on gay couples and gay men, we found the 
demographic was all over the place. We 
get mail from people gay and straight, from 
men to women, from trans, from young and 
old. That is such a statement sometimes 
in these days when we think of where we 
are as a country, but when you realize this 
is happening, you see that we really have 
come somewhere as a community in these 
last 50 years.”

“It’s also a post-AIDS epidemic story,” 
Spirtas added. “These guys are in their 
early 50s and one man has contracted 
cancer and died from it. But it’s sort of 
the way that life happens in real time with 
a massive epidemic that people are re-
sponding to in very different ways.” 

Slade continued, “We say in the series 
that this is the generation that got through 
the AIDS epidemic. Once you get to this 
stage, when you’re 50, all that should be 
behind us. And now, we get to be into our 
80s, 90s, or even 100. But, then life hap-
pens the way life happens to everyone in 
the world.”

“After the character of Jason has died,” 
Spirtas continued, “my character Brian 
continues the relationship in his mind. [Ja-
son] is so present in Brian’s mind, it’s like 
he’s still there. Michael and I thought that 
would be a great way to show and share 
our own experience. Just because the re-
lationship ends with death, doesn’t mean 
the relationship ends. Love doesn’t just 
die. The love you had in this world, if you 
are able to nurture that, 
you have it with you al-
ways.” 

“There is a tremen-
dous amount of humor in 
this,” Slade added. “It’s 
not like walking into a fu-
neral. The show operates 
on three different planes: 
the present, in flashbacks 
over the course of Jason’s 
and Brian’s relationship, 
and in the space where 
Jason still exists for Brian. 
Brian can ‘conjure’ him to 
have these conversations 
where they talk things out.”

Slade continued on to 
add his own connection 
to Charm City. “I love Bal-

—continued from page 1
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Just because the 
relationship ends with 
death, doesn’t mean the 
relationship ends. Love 

doesn’t just die. The 
love you had in this 

world, if you are able to 
nurture that, you have 

it with you always.”

By Frankie kujaWa
Cirque du Soleil’s corteo runs from July 
3rd to 7th at Royal Farms Arena – allow-
ing audiences young and old to “get car-
ried away with life” in the aftermath of the 
passing of clown Mauro. His spirit, happily, 
is still with us. Instead of mourning, the 
funeral cortege celebrates the here and 
hereafter with laughter and exuberance. 
Regret and melancholy retreat in the face 
of a cavalcade of lively recollections of a 
life gloriously lived. Baltimore OUTloud 
recently chatted with 
performer Francis 
Croft.

“corteo is a very 
special show because 
it portrays a bit more 
diplomatic side of cir-
cus,” explained the 
Canadian native. “The 
subject of the show is 
a funeral, but it’s inter-
esting because it’s more 
about celebrating the life 
of that clown. It’s very in-
teresting because there 
are parts of the show that 
are told both in the pres- ent and the 
past. Audiences will have a difficult time 
figuring out if we are in the imaginary or 
reality. It’s a show for all ages because 
even if the subject seems deep, it’s a very 

joyful moment with beautiful images and 
acrobatics that Cirque is known for.”

Croft, who began gymnastics at the 
age of five, joined Cirque in 2017. A gym-
nast for over 15 years, Croft has worked on 
corteo since its creation in 2017. “I’m very 
lucky because I’m part of two very inter-
esting acts. They are both very high-ener-
gy – a bed jumping act and ‘Tournik.’” The 
Tournik act from corteo marries horizontal 
bar techniques with circus arts. The artists 
per- form on a central cube-

shaped structure, with 
two additional bars on 
each side of the cube. 
The various parts of the 
structure turn, some-
times all in the same 
direction, sometimes in 
opposite directions … 
just to keep everyone 
on their toes.

Croft says he en-
joys travelling around 
and seeing the world 
with the Cirque du 
Soleil road show. “It’s 

a very nice opportunity to 
perform in this production,” he says. “I’ve 
learned a lot about myself and it’s been so 
very lovely.” t

For more info and tickets, visit cirque-
dusoleil.com/corteo.

Cirque du Soleil’s Corteo 
Catapults into Charm City

timore. I became the biggest booster for 
Baltimore. As a writer, I once had a play 
b e i n g done at Baltimore 

Theatre Project. At 
the time, I was living 
in LA and was about 
to move to New York. 
I flew to Baltimore 
for the last few days 
of rehearsals, and 
on the last night, my 
friends brought a 
friend to the show. 
Afterward the four 
of us walked from 
the Theatre Proj-
ect to The Hippo. 
On that short walk, 
this guy Richard 
and I just clicked. 
We spent the en-
tire night talking to 
each other and it 

was the start of what became a wonderful 
special relationship. We were long distance 
for the first year-and-a-half, but eventual-
ly I moved down to Baltimore. I fell in love 
with the people and the whole attitude of 
the town. I found it an incredibly welcoming 
city. I found the people really nice and what 
I loved was this sense of gay community 
there. It’s a manageable sized-city that you 
feel like you are part of. I loved the notion 
of, ‘This is who we are, and we’re not trying 
to be anyone else. If you like us, come join 
us, and if not, that’s okay.’”

Slade and Spirtas both vocalized ex-
citement that Baltimore audiences will 
have an opportunity to screen After Forev-
er at the upcoming Columbia Film Festival 
on Saturday, June 29th from 6 to 8 pm. For 
info on tickets visit Columbiafilmfestival.
org. t

For more info on after forever, visit 
the official website Afterforevertheseries.
com.
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The exquisite and subtly dramatic “Every-
one But Me” has instant cabaret classic 
written all over it.

Patty Griffin is situated somewhere 
in between Cash and Musgraves on the 
country spectrum. On her first couple of al-
bums, Maine-native Griffin was pure New 

England singer / songwriter. The 
combination of writing songs that 
became massive hits for the Dixie 
Chicks and a relocation to Austin, 
Texas, put more twang in her folky 
songs. On her new, eponymous al-
bum, released by Thirty Tigers / The 
Orchard, Griffin strikes a perfect 
balance between her New England 
roots and Austin hometown. Songs 

such as “Had a Good Reason,” “Where I 
Come From,” “River,” “Bluebeard,” and 
“What Now”; to mention a few, are reflec-
tions of the former, while “Hourglass,” “The 
Wheel,” “Mama’s Worried,” and “Coins,” 
represent the latter. Additionally, breath-
taking numbers such as “Luminous Places” 
and “Just the Same” are not to be missed.

One spin through young modern coun-
try singer Faye Webster’s Atlanta Mil-

By GreGG SHaPiro
Grammy-winning 21st century coun-
try diva Kacey Musgraves has forever 
changed the sound of country music. Be-
fore Musgraves, it was rosanne Cash 
(yes, daughter of Johnny) who was putting 
in the hours of hard work to do so. Forty 
years into her recording 
career, Cash continues to 
dazzle us with her 13th al-
bum She Remembers Ev-
erything (Blue Note). The 
remarkable thing about 
the record is the way that 
she succeeds in offering 
something for everyone. 
Songs such as “The Only 
Thing Worth Fighting For,” “Not Many Miles 
To Go,” and “The Undiscovered Country” 
are classic Cash, certain to bring smiles 
of recognition to the faces of longtime 
fans. “Eight Gods of Harlem,” co-written 
by Cash, Elvis Costello, and Kris Kristof-
ferson, and featuring the collaborators on 
vocals, is a thrilling delight. “Rabbit Hole,” 
dedicated to Joe Henry and Billy Bragg, is 
a perfect example of Cash’s literary skills. 

7201 Rossville Blvd.
443-840-ARTS(2787)  •  ccbcmd.edu/arts

June 15 - June 30;  Cabaret 
June 14 - June 30; Mainstage

Disney's Aladdin Jr.
JULY 6–14; Lecture Hall
Disney’s Aladdin, Jr. is presented 
through special arrangement with 
Music Theatre International (MTI).
All authorized performance
materials are also supplied by MTI.

lionaires Club (Secretly Canadian), and 
it’s clear that she has a knack for the 
genre. The ten songs deserve to be in ro-
tation on country radio if only there was 
a DJ daring enough to play “What Used 
to be Mine,” “Hurts Me Too,” and “Room 
Temperature.” Webster also adds a dab 
of Nashville by way of Stax on “Pigeon,” 
“Jonny,” and “Come To Atlanta.” If there’s 
one complaint, it’s that the repetition in 
song such as “Right Side of My Neck” and 
“Room Temperature” wears thin quickly.

Singular Americana storyteller anna 
Tivel gives us the answers we never knew 
we needed on her new album The Ques-
tion (Fluff & Gravy). A well-timed slice of 
country (dis)comfort, the songs include the 
marvelous title cut, a respectful portrait of 
observation about a transitioning fellow 
citizen’s dual identities; “Fenceline,” which 
addresses the crisis at the border; “Antho-
ny,” a song about loss and renewal; the 
relocation theme of “Minneapolis”; and the 
heartbreaking “Homeless Child.”

liz Brasher sure can wail as she goes 
full-on Memphis country / soul / gospel on 
Painted Image (Fat Possum). She wastes 
no time taking us to church on “Blood of 
the Lamb,” singing about leaving her “bur-
dens in the hands of son,” and having 
“been brought/to glory glory” on “Living 
Water.” “Air” is a breath of secular heart-
break and the steel guitar and mellotron on 
“Moon Baby” shine through.

dawn landes had something of a 
breakthrough on her 2018 album meet me 
at the river. The birth of her daughter Cal-
lan is said to have inspired her new six-
song EP My Tiny Twilight (Yep Roc). As 
with much of contemporary children’s mu-
sic made by singer/songwriters throughout 
the 21st century, the music on my Tiny 
Twilight can be enjoyed by listeners young 
and old alike. t

liVely arTS // QMUSIC

Country Club

Something 
queer 

about the 
boondocks

By Frankie kujaWa
The 2019 Columbia Film Festival recently 
announced its upcoming 2019 season to 
the delight of Maryland audiences. With 
over 40 films, including the five-time Em-
my-Award winning series, After Forever, 
the festival will run from Thursday, June 
27th to Saturday, June 29th. Baltimore 
OUTloud recently chatted with Executive 

Producer Robert Neal Marshall. 
“Audiences can expect great diversity 

of entertaining films,” explained Marshall. 
Presenting over 40 films, many Mary-
land-based, the festival will offer a wide 
menu including comedy and dramatic 
features, documentaries, a range of en-
tertaining shorts, student films, world cine-
ma, and the cutting-edge LGBTQ-themed 
After Forever. “We were 

very lucky to have Af-
ter Forever actress Anita Gillette, who is a 
Baltimore-native and friend, help us. She 
was instrumental in bringing the work to 
the festival.”

After Forever is further presented in 
connection with Howard County Pride, the 
first ever such celebration in the county, 
which is co-hosted by PFLAG Colum-
bia-Howard County and the office of Coun-
ty Executive Calvin Ball. “I am a member of 
the LGBT community,” Marshall explained. 
“I’ve been legally married for seven years, 
and we’ve been together for 32 years. 
When I saw that Howard County Pride was 
starting in Columbia I wanted to work to-
gether with them for this event.”

Engaging film making was what Mar-
shall was on the lookout for when lining up 
this year’s program. “We have films from 
around the country,” he notes, “and there 
is a wealth of Maryland-based filmmakers 
represented.” t

For more info on the columbia Film 
Festival visit columbiafilmfestival.org.

Columbia Film Festival Shows 
Pride This June in Howard County
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Drag Queen
BINGO!

Every 2nd & 4th Tuesday @ 9pm • Only $5 to play!

$2 Tacos • $4 Margaritas!

EVENT SELLS OUT! FOR MORE INFO PLEASE VISIT GOLDENWESTCAFE.COM
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able for vendors and anyone interested 
in seeing the space before the big event. 
We will also have information available for 
anyone interested in volunteering for Pride, 
as well as information about upcoming pro-
grams and events.

Next we’ll be having a special Paint 
Night at the Hagerstown Hopes Hub. Local 
artist Suzee Cline-White of Luckee Art Stu-
dios will be offering instruction for several 
art projects for you to choose from. We’re 
grateful to Suzee for helping us kickstart 
our arts outreach. Be sure to check out the 
Rainbow Sky project, featuring a mountain-
scape in all the colors of the rainbow. This 

By Brian GeorGe HoSe
Happy Pride from all of us at Hagerstown 
Hopes! This is one of our favorite times of 
year, a season of community, fun, and cel-
ebration for the LGBTQ community. We’ve 
been hard at work planning and making 
preparations for Hagerstown Pride. Along 
the way, we’ve been fortunate enough to 
have the opportunity to add a few events 
leading up to the Hagerstown Pride festi-
val, scheduled for July 13th from noon to 6 
pm in the Central Parking Lot in downtown 
Hagerstown. We hope you’ll join us to cele-
brate Pride season!

Pride season begins with our Pride Kick-
off Night Out at The Gourmet Goat. Join us 

Hagerstown 
Hopes 

Gears Up for 
Hagerstown 

Pride!

There will also be opportunities for volun-
teers all day long, including student ser-
vice-learning volunteer hours for students. 
Contact us through Facebook or visit us at 
HagerstownHopesMD.org for more infor-
mation.

Hagerstown Hopes and every Pride fes-
tival exists to strengthen and support our 
community. If you’d like to get involved or 
keep up with what we’re doing, please like 
and follow us on Facebook. Or, visit us at 
HagerstownHopesMD.org for more infor-
mation, register for a free HIV test, sign up 
for our monthly newsletter, make a dona-
tion, or become a volunteer.

Happy Pride from all of us to you! t

event will be the second week of July and 
prices include materials and instruction. 
Check Facebook and our website for final 
details.

We’re also partnering with Beacon 
House, a local STeAM nonprofit, to bring 
you “A Night in an Enchanted Garden,” lo-
cated in the Courtyard of Mulberry Lofts, 
home of the Hagerstown Hopes Hub. Enjoy 
the magic with us Friday, July 12th from 6 
to 10 pm as we raise money to fund the 
Kid Zone for Hagerstown Pride and, more 
importantly, to provide an LGBTQ STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, arts, 
and math) scholarship to be awarded to a 
graduating senior. DJ Sidekick will be spin-
ning beats and food will be available, as 
well as a cash bar for those 21-plus with 
ID, and art will be on display for a silent 
auction. The Courtyard will be transformed 
into an enchanted garden for the evening, 
and this is an event you won’t 
want to miss! Tickets and ad-
ditional information are avail-
able at HagerstownHopesMD.
org Come celebrate with us 
and support two good causes.
It’s difficult to top “A night in 
an Enchanted Garden,” but we 
think Hagerstown Pride, held 
the following day, July 13th, 
may be up to the task. This 
year’s theme is “Love Grows,” 
commemorating the 50th anni-
versary of the Stonewall riots. 
We’re finalizing details and 
contracts for Hagerstown Pride 
and we think this will be an ex-
tra special year for everyone in 
the community. You can expect 
some top-notch entertainment, 
delicious food, adult beverages 
for those 21-plus with ID, and 
we’ll have interactive art activi-
ties and games for youngsters in 
our Kid Zone.

We hope you’ll join us for 
Hagerstown Pride, held in the 
Central Parking Lot at 14 North 
Potomac Street from 11:30 am to 
6 pm. All of our food vendor slots 
have been filled, but we still have 
a few openings for other vendors. 

I am Hagerstown’s first King of Pride, Butch Kelly. I started 
performing in 2004 and was crowned “King of the Lodge” in 2005. Over the past 
several years, I’ve enjoyed performing at many venues, including Hagerstown 
Pride, Nashville Pride, Baltimore Pride, and as a member of pageant talents on 
the Miss Gay Maryland and Miss Gay America stages. However, a Friday night 
show at The Lodge is where I feel at home. 

Since being married with children, my wife and I have involved our children 
in events within the LGBTQ community, hoping to improve acceptance and toler-
ance in the next generation.  

Pride to me is a time to celebrate the accomplishments we have made toward 
equality and be grateful to those who have paved the way.  

As King of Hagerstown Pride, and on behalf of Hagerstown Hopes, I invite 
you to join us on July 13th to celebrate us, all of us!

As your current Queen of Hagerstown Pride 2019 and Miss Gay 
Maryland America 2019, Pride is my favorite time of the year! My favorite part 
of pride is seeing all the family that come out and support our communities. It’s 
about making sure that the next generation is brave and more confident than 
the last. I love that here In Hagerstown this year we are turning a large part of 
our pride to the youth. Between the kids’ zones and youth entertainers, we have 
made sure that our youth is fully represented and visible! 

This year at Hagerstown Pride, you can expect to see some amazing perfor-
mances by local performers. Lots of vendors and photo opportunities as well as 
tons of food trucks to enjoy. This will be an awesome chance to support our local 
businesses and drive deep into what’s going on in Hagerstown. But above all, my 
favorite part of this day is seeing all the love and electric energy that fills the air, 
there’s nothing like it! t

Royalty Speaks

Thursday, June 27th 
from 5 to 9 pm for 
dinner, drinks, and 
to get into the spirit 
of Pride. The Gour-
met Goat is located 
at 41 North Potomac 
Street, across from 
our Pride venue. 
Tours will be avail-

And now a few words from 
Hagerstown King and Queen of Pride 2019

Bluebloods 
– Hagerstown 
Pride king and 

queen
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Having been in marching band for six 
years, I’m no stranger to parades. My 
school participated in all kinds of parades, 
celebrating virtually every holiday and lo-
cal festival imaginable. It wouldn’t be a 
stretch to say that we would march and 
play to commemorate the opening of an 
envelope. I thought I’d seen it all, then I 
marched in the Baltimore 
Pride parade and realized 
my years of middle and 
high school band had not 
prepared me for a Pride pa-
rade. At all.

When I was asked to 
march in the parade, I im-
mediately said yes. After 
all, I knew how to walk and, 
without having to keep step 
while playing an instrument, 
I figured this would be easy. 
Besides, I’ve always wanted 
to be in a Pride parade. Grow-
ing up, I always admired those marching in 
Pride parades. To me, they were the doers, 
the people who stood for something, who 
worked to make a difference in the world. 
They lived their truth, danced like no one 
was watching, and most importantly, they 
were proud of themselves. I wanted to be 
like them.

So, when I arrived at the staging area, 
the sun already bright and hot, I realized 
this wasn’t going to be like any other pa-
rade I’d ever participated in. There was no 
rigid structure like you find in competitive 
marching, just friends, old and new, cele-
brating Pride and looking forward to shar-
ing their love with the community. I slath-
ered myself with SPF 100 (I have ginger 
tendencies) and a new friend from another 
organization reminded me not to forget my 
ears. Somehow, that’s what made it click: 
“i’m going to be in the parade!”

Our group assembled and tasks were 
divided. I would be carrying the banner 
along with a girl who was young enough 
to be my daughter. During the parade we 
worked together to make sure the Balti-
more OUTloud banner was visible. This 
meant fighting the ever-changing wind that 
turned the banner into a sail, adjusting our 

pace and smoothing the banner while smil-
ing and wishing “Happy Pride!” to onlook-
ers. Behind us was Jim Becker, one of the 
founders of our beloved paper.

While we walked, passing thousands 
of cheering people enjoying Pride, I re-
membered that this year is the 50th anni-
versary of the Stonewall Riots. Not so long 
ago, this would have been a very different 
experience. There was more risk associat-
ed with attending a Pride event, let alone 
marching in a parade. We didn’t have legal 
protections and being visible meant being 
vulnerable. The fact that we could be here, 
now, with thousands of people in atten-
dance, was a heartening experience. For 
me, it was a visual reminder of just how far 
we’ve come.

Pride means many things to 
many people. It’s a celebration; it’s a par-
ty; it’s a chance to get involved with all the 
doers in the community. It’s also a time 
to learn about our history and pay our re-
spects to people like Jim Williams and Jim 
Becker, people who made change, fought 
for our rights, and paved the way for the 
still-new rights we are already beginning 
to take for granted.

Looking back, it seems appropriate that 
we unintentionally organized our section 
of the parade the way we did. The banner 
must always be carried. Visibility must be 
maintained. We must always move for-
ward. For us, the Jim’s created the banner. 
They carried it for years and assembled 
like-minded citizens with a common goal. 
Now, the banner has been passed to my 
generation. In turn, we prepare the next 
generation, teaching them how to smooth 
the wrinkles when the winds rise, how to 
pace ourselves, and how to keep moving 
forward.

This Pride season let’s remember how 
we got here. Let’s give our thanks and re-
spect to those who paved the way for us, 
and let’s remember to prepare those who 
will carry the banner in the future. Let’s 
move forward. t

The Banner

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s
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a marching
we go!
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Expanded children’s activity area with drag queen and drag king story times!
Beer & Wine tent  •  3 Stages with Music, Entertainment & Speakers

Booths with info, products & services • Free Buy Pride bracelet for discounts at area businesses & much more!

C A R R O L L  C R E E K  L I N E A R  PA R K   |   S AT U R D AY,  J U N E  2 2 |   1 1 A M - 6 P M
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By adaM roManik
So, what’s a rodeo school? A ro-
deo school is a play-day event 
that’s dedicated to learning how 
to perform the events in a gay 
rodeo. At a gay rodeo, you’ll find 
traditional rodeo events such 
as barrel racing, bull riding, and 
calf roping. Gay rodeos also add in some 
fun crowd-pleasing camp events that even 
those who don’t know how to ride a horse 
or have never been around livestock can 
do. The three added camp events that 
you’ll find at a 
gay rodeo are 
goat dressing 
(a team re-
lay race to put 
underwear on 
a goat), steer 
decorating (a 
team event to 
get a 400- to 
500-pound steer 
under control 
and tie a ribbon 
around his tail), 
and the wild drag race (a three-person 
team event to get a 400- to 500-pound 
steer under control and get a drag queen 
up on his back and across the finish line). 
All three of these events will be offered at 
the rodeo school along with barrel racing, 
pole bending, flag race, and chute dog-
ging. For those who want to try their hand 
at any of the speed events (barrel racing, 
pole bending, and flag race), horses will be 
available for you to try with.

Does all this sound like fun? 
The Keystone state gay rodeo 
association will be holding its 
first of two rodeo schools and 
trail ride weekend July 20th and 
21st at Spring Valley County 
Park (9777 Crest Road, Glen 
Rock, Pennsylvania). 

On Saturday July 20th, the rodeo 
school will start at 11:30 am. Cost for the 
event is $15 per event or $60 to try them 
all. Contestants will get three tries at each 
event to perfect their skill. On Sun-

day, July 21st, there will be 
a trail ride through the park. 
The trail ride is $15 per per-
son for KSGRA members 
and $20 for non-members. 
For those without a mount, 
horses are available for rent 
at $20 per. For those who 
want to come for both days, 
camping is available for free, 
and for those who come just 
to watch the fun admission 
is free, as well. Food will 
be available for purchase! 

Come and spend a fun weekend with 
KSGRA and the critters. 

Be sure to mark your calendar and 
save the date for our third annual Key-
stone State Gay Rodeo, October 12th, 
2019 which is going to be held in Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania.

For more information or to sign up for 
the rodeo school or trail ride, visit Ksgra.
org. t

The author is president of of KSGrA

Time for Rodeo School!
Calling all 
wannabe 

cowboys & 
cowgirls

240-420-2180

Every night is the same in my life. After we 
put the pup to bed in his crate for the night, 
we head upstairs for our own nightly un-
wind before bed. Usually, since I work until 
11, we are also scarfing down our dinner 
as we slowly transition. Part 
of our ritual is vehemently 
searching for something 
to watch. Currently, we 
are caught up on most 
everything we watch and 
until our summer shows 
begin again, we are usu-
ally watching “Judge Judy” 
videos on Youtube while 
my wife suggests literally 
anything else. Usually she 
suggests movies, which is 
a quagmire, since we both 
have opposite tastes and she is not a fan 
of watching anything more than once.

Somehow in the 11 years we have 
been together we have not gone through 
the volumes that are “movies that made 
Asher.” The 2003 indie-flick camp, about 
a group of awkward and talented youths 
who spend a summer at a musical theatre 
camp, is a core staple on the list. Apart 
from featuring a talented baby-faced Anna 
Kendrick and a wonderful rendition of “Tur-
key Lurkey,” what attracted a 15-year-old 
me to the film was the sheer number of 
queer characters. The lone straight male 
at camp being the centrepiece of the plot, 
camp was the first movie that showed me 
people my age exploring and embracing 
who they were. I knew I was something. I 
knew I was into boys and girls and I knew 
that I did not fit the mold of being a teen-
age girl, or even a teenage lesbian as I 
was starting to feel myself boxed into that 
category.

camp gave me something that until 
that time had been absent, adolescent me 
seeing people who did not fit the molds 
that they were cast thriving. I had spent 
most of my life between masculinity and 
femininity, and while one called to me and 
the other felt more real to me, the truth is 
I am somewhere in between – we all are. 
Re-watching camp this past week was an 

interesting experience. The opening scene, 
where one of the leads is being brutally at-
tacked for going to his prom in drag, is just 
as painful to watch as an adult transman 
as it was as the tangled-in-the-closet teen 
I used to be. However, the finale of that 
scene, as well as the final musical number 
in the entire of the movie are even more 
uplifting to me now. It is not just a mes-
sage of hope for me, at this juncture it is 
also a message of endearing relationships 
and the real change that has happened for 
my community within my own lifetime. If 
for nothing else, nostalgia with my humble 
queer beginnings has served as well-need-
ed re-charges on why I put myself so vis-
ibly on display for the betterment of those 

who have yet to come.
F i f t een -yea r -o ld 

me never dreamed of a 
world where I would fit 
in, or be loved. Before 
camp, we had caught 
up on the premiere of 
Pose, and a scene 
between Pray Tell and 
Blanca, about Vogue 
and how appropria-
tion of queer culture 
into the mainstream 

was as old as this country itself stayed 
with me. Fifteen-year-old me was wrong, 
about a lot of things, but most wonderfully 
about things never changing. I knew who I 
was before I knew the words to articulate 
it to others, yet I also never saw a world 
existing that would let me be him. And here 
I stand, every inch of me a conflicting and 

yet complementary enigma of masculine 
and feminine traits and interests. If camp 
gave me something more lasting than the 
image of Ms. Kendrick shattering a martini 
glass with her bare hand, it is that I learned 
there was a world where we all could be 
ourselves, and that I had the perseverance 
to make sure I etched out my piece of it. t

Late Night Dates 
and Nostalgia

Asher’s
Asher Kennedy

World

“I had spent most 
of my life between 
masculinity and 

femininity, and while 
one called to me and 

the other felt more real 
to me, the truth is I’m 
somewhere in between 

– we all are.”
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“Siren” made its debut. It makes sense that 
now the “mermaids” of Key West have de-
cided to come on land to educate all of the 
humans.

What is this Mermaid Festival and does 
it discriminate against men?

The festival is about educating humans on 
ocean conservation and swimming safely in 
mermaid tails. Two topics that are important to 
the Mermaid community. And while doing so 
we are able to help our friends at Reef Relief 
who assist our marine life. We do not discrim-
inate against men. The men are a huge part 
of the Mermaid Festival. Most men attracted 
to our magical little island are ocean lovers, 
fishermen, captains, seafarers, MerAnglers, 
and mermen lovers of course.

Is climate change single-handedly ruining 
the sex lives of all merpeople by making the 

waters unbearably warm?
[Laughs] We are quite 

the adaptable species, 
much like humans. Howev-
er, we are very private about 
these matters. We are like 
a Davy Jones locker. Mer-
maids keep the best secrets.

aren’t all the mermaids 
going to be cruising off the 
Cape and east Coast this 
summer? Why come down 
to gloriously hot key West?

Mermaids don’t mind the 
heat and humans don’t mind 
being hot, sweaty, or sticky 
on Fourth of July Weekend. 
It’s one of those times of year 
people enjoy being outside 
and what better place to have 
a Mermaid Festival than Key 
West. Where the gulf meets the 
Atlantic and where you can go 

back in time to imagine the stories that were 
told of the sweet mermaid songs.

My partner thinks it’s silly for my bou-
tique to only stock mermaid-themed mer-

chandise because of the increasing dom-
inance of unicorns in retail and media. 
Should i stuff shell pasties or styrofoam 
claws down his throat to shut him up?

Your partner is definitely on to something 
because unicorns and mermaids complement 
one another. In the Captain’s Mermaid Bou-
tique we have a small unicorn section. It’s 

By keVin aSSaM
Kristiann Mills is the owner of the Captain 
Mermaid’s Boutique and a seriously water-
logged island girl who is launching the inau-
gural Key West Mermaid Festival this July. 
Sporting 30-pound prosthetic tails in the 
summer heat and launching aquatic themed 
festivities around one of the country’s busi-
est weekends means she’s sufficiently off the 
walls to answer these questions.

kevin assam: Were you a mermaid 
brat growing up? always rushing off be-
hind the soggy bleachers with the newest 
scruffy merman? What makes you such an 
expert?

kristi Mills: A mermaid 

brat. Yes! I was wa-
terlogged growing up in the Florida Keys. My 
mermom ran a tight ship so there was no run-
ning off with the newest merman for me. I’m 
an expert by default. Just lucky my merfather 
was born here and taught me about the water 
before I could walk with my land legs.

drew larimore and quincy Perkins are 
filming a merman short, “Making Waves.” 
Meanwhile you’re making this Mermaid 
Festival a thing. Why is there a merpeople 
craze this year?

Mermaids have been around as far as we 
can remember in stories or visual art. They 
have been depicted since the Stone Age. In 
the last five years, social media has helped 
the Mermaid community achieve visibility. 
This last year has been quite the craze for 
many reasons. Disney had its 30 year anni-
versary of The Little mermaid and the show 

Is Kristiann Mills Making a Splash 
with the Key West Mermaid 
Festival?

qualiTy oF liFe  // DID YOU KNOW!?

With construction starting soon on the Grand Expansion of 
Roland Park Place, 70% of new residences are already spoken 
for. And when all it takes to reserve yours is a fully-refundable 

deposit, the only question left is, what are you waiting for?
Make the intelligent choice. Call today: 443.338.6212

Pending final approval from Maryland Department of Aging

READY FOR MOVE-IN 
FALL 2020

443.338.6212
RolandParkPlace.org

RESIDENCES RESERVED: 70%  
RISK OF RESERVING: 0%

Hearts & Ears, Inc. is a non-profit organization for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex and

Questioning, and Gender Non-Conforming individuals 
with behavioral health issues and concerns.

611 Park Avenue Suite A, Baltimore, Maryland 21201 • 410-523-1694 
info@heartsandears.org • heartsandears.org 

Hearts and Ears Inc.
LGBTQIA+ Wellness & Recovery Center

nice to believe in magic.
What does it mean if i’ve found my 

child taking her merpeople plush toys and 
offering them up to an ellen deGeneres 
shrine?

I definitely would not be alarmed. He or 
she is most likely trying to manifest a situation 
where Ellen gives everyone in her audience a 
mermaid tail. Smart kid!

don’t festivals have a tendency to break 
even? am i supposed to sell crushed coral 
on the side to make it a financial success?

This is a first-time festival so this is defi-

nitely uncharted waters for us. We do not 
want anyone crushing our precious coral, but 
we are happy to take as many sand dollars 
as possible.

Prosthetic mermaid tails can average 
about 30 pounds. Won’t this just drown us 
faster once we’re three margaritas into the 
wading pool?

You are definitely right about the extra 
weight. Some weigh up to 40 pounds. Al-
though it is completely weightless in the water 
too much of those libations is not the best idea 
when swimming! t

“We are like a Davy 
Jones locker. Mermaids 
keep the best secrets.”
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electronics. With proper planning, you can 
bequeath some of these assets under your 
will. You can also authorize someone to 
manage your social media and other online 
accounts during your final illness. just be 
sure to prepare a list of your user names 
and passwords, so your designated agent 
can gain access. 

3) Check the beneficiaries on your 
life insurance and retirement accounts. 
For most of us, the bulk of our wealth lies 
in assets that name a beneficiary, like life 
insurance and IRAs, 401(k)s, and other re-

tirement accounts. These assets will trans-
fer directly to the named beneficiary upon 
your death—regardless of what your will 
says. So make sure the beneficiary des-
ignations are up to date. Talk to a lawyer 
about directing these assets into a trust for 
a child or someone who doesn’t manage 
money well. 

4) Consider making charitable do-
nations. The estate-tax exemptions are 
currently $5 million in Maryland and $11.4 
million at the federal level. This means that 
unless you leave behind more than these 

Note that death is on 
holiday until Labor Day

When YOU need us, 
we take pride in being there. 

lifebridgehealth.org/lgbtq
LifeBridge Health cares about our LGBTQ patients, families and staff.

19LBH0504

19_LBH_0504_LGBTQ_OutLoud_Ad_Print.indd   1 6/3/19   8:52 AM

qualiTy oF liFe

Of the things we’d rather not think about, 
death certainly tops the list. But whether 
you see the end of life in spiritual, practical, 
or philosophical terms, it’s something we all 
must confront eventually. In the words of 
one living will, “Death is as much a reality 
as birth, growth, maturity, and old age—it is 
the one certainty.”

The unpleasantness of the topic can 
make planning for death easy to put off. 
In fact, the vast majority of Americans will 
leave this earth without ever having pre-
pared a will. But when the reality of death 
is fast approaching, perhaps through a seri-
ous illness, we should seize the opportunity 

to prepare for what lies ahead. 
Here are five things to consider doing:
1) update your estate plan. Having 

a current will ensures that the assets you 
leave behind go to the people or organiza-
tions you care about most. If you want to 
provide for a young person or someone with 
special needs, you will can set up a trust so 
their inheritance is managed for them. 

A will also enables you to appoint some-
one you trust to settle your estate and divide 
up your household items and other person-
al property. Guardians can be appointed for 
any minor children, and you can even say 
who should take care of your pets. 

An estate plan also includes a durable 
power of attorney and advance directive for 
health care. These documents allow you to 
designate someone to manage your financ-
es and health care if you become unable to. 

If you already have these documents, 
make sure they are still current. In some 
cases, out-of-date documents can be worse 
than no documents at all. An estate-plan-
ning attorney can review your paperwork 
and suggest possible revisions. 

2) inventory your digital assets. Your 
will and power of attorney should include 
provisions for your “digital assets.” Think 
online accounts, frequent-flyer miles, and 
passwords for your smartphone and other 

Five Things to Do 
When Death is 

at Hand

The Law
Lee Carpenter

& You

amounts, any bequests you make to charity 
probably won’t provide a tax savings. Rath-
er than leaving charitable bequests under 
your will, consider donating to charities 
now, when these gifts may be deductible 
from your income taxes. Talk to your ac-
countant or a tax attorney for guidance. 

5) Prepare a statement of your final 
wishes. Leaving instructions as to your fu-
neral and burial preferences can ensure that 
your farewell is meaningful to your loved 
ones and reflects your wishes and beliefs. 
Details can include hymns and readings for 
the memorial, instructions for the disposal 
of your remains, and even guidelines for 
announcements in the newspaper or online.

It is never too soon to take care of mat-
ters like these. When the need becomes 
urgent, your advance planning will help pro-
vide some peace and comfort for the road 
ahead. t

Lee carpenter is an associate attorney 
at the law firm of Saul Ewing Anstein & Lehr 
and can be reached at 410-332-8626 or 
lee.carpenter@saul.com. Learn more about 
LGBT estate planning at mdlgbtestateplan-
ning.com. This article is intended to provide 
general information about legal topics and 
should not be construed as legal advice.
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www.charmcityrealestate.com
410-467-8950 (direct)

COMMERCIAL/Federal
Hill. 2,100+ sf  office/
retail above grade, top
quality renovation. Your
business needs a home! 
Offered at $769,000!

Quiet Neighborhood
$1500 Monthly,  $750 Bi-Weekly

3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Bath,  
Finished Basement, Open Kitchen. 

Security Systems,  Private Maintenance 
Yard/Deck, Rear Parking. 

Located in Sunny Ednor Garden. 
Nearby Conveniences: Hardeware, 

Grocery Store, Library. 

Dog Friendly, Bike or Walk Near 
Lake Montebello or YMCA

Contact Owner for viewing
904-521-1529

RENTAL HOME
Modern Style Townhouse

get more involved to 
safeguard our invest-
ment. All city resi-
dents need to make 
sure city council 
knows we are watch-
ing, and our patience 
is at an end. We 
need solutions, now, 

not in the next mayoral administration. t
Wayne curtis has been selling real es-

tate in Baltimore since 1997. He can be 
reached at wayne@charmcityrealestate.

your Money // REAL ESTATE

By Wayne CurTiS
With the recent resignation, in 
disgrace, of Mayor Catherine 
Pugh, Baltimore finds itself at 
a  crucial inflection point in its 
history.  

The last three elected leaders of the city 
have left office either as a result of crimi-
nal corruption or ineffectual incompetence. 
During the same period, the leadership of 
the police department has 
become a revolving door 
for the same reasons: one 
of our recent police chiefs 
is currently in jail for income 
tax evasion. The resulting 
rise in the city’s murder rate 
can only be seen as a direct 
result of the poor choices 
made by those selected to 
make them.

Well-publicized brawls and recent un-
provoked brutal attacks have given Bal-
timore numerous public-relations black 
eyes since an international audience wit-
nessed the fires and riots resulting from 
the Freddie Gray affair, and the city’s pub-
lic prosecutor has been completely ineffec-
tual at holding anyone accountable for that 
incident.

Now city government has been par-
alyzed by digital pirates, shutting down 
computer systems in critical revenue-gen-
erating departments, affecting payments 

and tax collections, as well as 
the orderly and timely transfer of 
real estate. 

As a result of these years 
of chaos, Baltimore’s popula-
tion decline – which had been 
slowing sig-
nificantly – 
has picked 
up speed 

again, according to 
census estimates. 
Nearly 20 years of 
progress has been 
erased. 

The new mayor, 
the former president 
of City Council, has 
made a public show 
of promising not to run 
for his own term in the 

Baltimore at a 
Crossroads

We can’t 
afford to wait 
until the next 

election 

“As a result of these 
years of chaos, 

Baltimore’s population 
decline has picked up 

speed again.”

next election, and giv-
en his own history of 
financial irregularities 
it would seem that is 
a very wise decision. 

However, we can’t 
wait for the next elec-
tion. The mayoral race 
in 2020 certainly is 
going to be one of the most important in 
the city’s history. As residents, taxpayers, 
and citizens of Maryland’s largest city, we 
must take our government more in hand 
now and hold it more accountable for solv-
ing the growing problems we face. Prop-
erty owners in particular must 



28 t  BalTiMore ouTloud        june 21, 2019 •  BALTimOreOUTLOUD.cOm

Meet

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Penguin Pils now available
in 16oz cans!

Introducing Lumen
Our new beer brewed speci�cally

for Light City!

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com

•Saturday and Sunday Brunch 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
•Daily Lunch and Dinner  •Dine-in or carry-out

Severing the Community for 27 years!

American Classics & 
Authentic Indian Cuisine

tambersrestaurant.com   •   410-243-5777
3327 Saint Paul Street.  Baltimore, MD 21218
(at 34th Street, across from Union Memorial )

The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN

BALTIMORE’S BEST
HAPPY HOUR

BALTIMORE’S BEST
HAPPY HOUR

BACK    ROOM    OPEN 
THURSDAY-SUNDAY
BACK    ROOM    OPEN 
THURSDAY-SUNDAY
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       Northeast 
Person of 

Leather 2019
On February 28th, 2015 the first Interna-
tional Person of Leather Contest was held 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. It was a new type 
of leather title that was not only a commu-
nity service title, but was also not limited 
by sex, gender, race, or any other labels. 
Additional feeder contests were developed 
and on March 30th, 2019 the first ever 
Northeast Person of Leather Contest was 
held in Baltimore produced by Twist-
ing Culture. The Northeast region in-
cludes the Mid-Atlantic states, New 
England states, and Washington, 

DC. I was out of town on the weekend of 
the contest, but on June 10th I sat down 
with Northeast Person of Leather 2019, 
S’ango Onyx. 

S’ango was born and raised in west 
Baltimore. He quickly added: “If you can 
survive in Baltimore you can survive any-
where.” (That could be the new city motto!) 
He grinned and explained that he started 
having good sex at age 18 when he met 
a guy who taught him a few things. When 
he was younger, he told a friend that he 
would never be into kink. Well, never say 
never. He now identifies as homosexual 
pansexual and has a female submissive. 
He became curious about leather and kink 
in 2014 when he walked into the Leather 
Underground, a fetish store in Baltimore. 
He wasn’t old enough to go to the bars 
and discovered the leather community on 
Facebook. He also read a book called A 
Night in the Barracks: Authentic Accounts 
of Sex in the Armed Forces, by Alex Bu-
chman. He soon started to allow himself 
to have different experiences and feels 
that many people need help navigating the 
leather world. 

In 2017 he joined ONYX Mid-Atlantic, 
a leather club for people of 
color. He is currently the 
club’s education chair. He 
explained that much like in 
a fraternity, your big brother 
gives you a name. That is 

how he came to be called S’ango 
Onyx. When he thought about run-
ning for a leather title, he selected 
the Northeast Person of Leather 
contest because the idea of the ti-
tle being a gender nonconforming, 
non-binary lifestyle title appealed 
to him. He quickly added, “I’m a 
weirdo!” Contestants were scored 
as follows: leather lifestyle (100 
points), interview with judges (200 
points), speech (75 points), pop 
question (50 points), and onstage 
fantasy (75 points). 

With his platform of education, 
S’ango plans to hold many instruc-
tional classes during his title year 
at the Baltimore Eagle. Subjects 
will include leather protocol and 
leather lifestyle and culture, and 
will include a panel discussion re-
volving around divisions and dis-
crimination within the leather com-
munity. You can look for details to 
appear soon on the Baltimore Ea-
gle website and Facebook page. 
In July he also plans to host a 
uniform dance party at the Balti-
more Eagle with the funds going 
towards his travel fund. From Jan-

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

leaTHer

Meet

northeast Person 
of leather 2019, 
S’ango onyx

uary 31st to February 2nd, 2020 he will be 
representing this region at the Internation-
al Person of Leather Contest in Las Vegas. 

Since we were sitting down just two 
days after the Capitol Pride Parade in 
Washington, I had to ask what his reaction 
was to the false report of a shooting that 
resulted in the cancellation of the second 
half of the parade. Although my friends and 
I were there, too, we were not in the Du-
pont Circle area at the time of the mass 
stampede and panic. S’ango and several 
other current titleholders had just stepped 
off in the parade when the unfortunate 
situation occurred. S’ango explained that 
as his group entered the parade on P 
Street people started running towards him 
screaming, “They are shooting! They are 
shooting!” He recalled seeing a lady with 

a baby and heard something that sound-
ed like fireworks. In front of his float was 
a school bus filled with children. People 
quickly removed the children from the bus 
to get them to safety. Folks on the DC Ea-
gle float either hit the ground or jumped off 
and ran. Some called their love ones. S’an-
go stated that it was really scary and pro-
claimed, “We are not safe anywhere.” The 
event inspired him to perhaps also teach a 
self-defense and survival class. 

I cannot be happier with the selection 
of S’ango Onyx as Northeast Person of 
Leather. Not only is he well-spoken and 
charming, he is excited to teach and share 
his experiences not only in the playful kink 
world but also provide assistance in the 
troubled world in which we now live. This 
man from Baltimore is a survivor. t
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227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850

•SUNDAY TEA DANCE  WITH VINCE  ~ 4 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
•SUNDAY KARAOKE ~ 10 p.m. to close

•2ND SATURDAY OF MONTH  DJ SCOTT HOWARD
•SHOW TUNE TUESDAY  WITH JASON  

8 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
•1ST SATURDAY W/DJ VINCE MR. MD LEATHER

DADS AND LADS

2-4-1 DRINKS 4P.M.-10P.M. EVERYDAY
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•SHOW TUNE TUESDAY  WITH JASON  

8 p.m. – 10 p.m. 
•1ST SATURDAY W/DJ VINCE MR. MD LEATHER

DADS AND LADS

2-4-1 DRINKS 4P.M.-10P.M. EVERYDAY
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALON

FINANCIAL

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Psychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  ppgrill.com
302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649

• Wills & Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Advance Medical Directives
• Probate & Trust Administration
• Prenuptial Agreements 

Lee Carpenter, Esq.
Your LGBT Estate Planning Attorney

500 E. Pratt Street, Suite 900, Baltimore
(410) 332-8626 • Lee.Carpenter@saul.com

Be part of our 
Professional 

Service 
Directory.  For  

more information
Contact Mary at 

410-802-1310
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AHF Wellness Center

Now Serving Baltimore!
11 E Lexington St, Ste 100

Tue & Thur 1pm - 5pm
(410) 246-4876

•Free HIV and STD testing

•No appointment necessary

•Linkage into HIV primary care

•Free care for treatment of 
gonorrhea, chlamydia and syphilis


