
See you at the parade!  
– Saturday, June 16th, 
1 to 3 pm, starting at 
North Charles Street, just 
below 33rd Street next to 
Wyman Park

Saturday, 
June 9th

1 to 4 pm: 
3rd Annual Balti-
more Pride Com-
munity Outreach 
BBQ. The Ynot 
Lot (4 West North 
Avenue) Rais-

ing awareness about 
LGBTQ homelessness 
and inspiring others 
to give back. Includes 
a cookout, vendors, 
clothing and hygiene 
giveaways, and enter- ta inment . 
Hosted by B & Dee’s Baltimore Love. Free. 
More at Bit.ly/2J0nFir. All ages. Outreach.

1 to 4 pm: Annapolis Celebrates 
LGBTQ Pride: A Concert featuring 
Heather Mae, Olivia Mancini & Crys 
Matthews. Rams Head On Stage (31 

riage are protected views and 
in some instances protected 
forms of expression. As this 
Court observed in Oberge-
fell v. Hodges (2015), “[t]he 
First Amendment ensures 
that religious organizations 
and persons are given proper 

protection as they seek to teach the prin-
ciples that are so fulfilling and so central 
to their lives and faiths.” Nevertheless, 
while those religious and philosophical ob-
jections are protected, it is a general rule 
that such objections do not allow business 
owners and other actors in the economy 
and in society to deny protected persons 
equal access to goods and services under 
a neutral and generally applicable pub-
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Supreme Court 
decision is more 

LGBT-friendly than 
it seems

ried in Massachusetts because, in 2012, 
same-sex marriage was not legal, and 
they wanted to have a nice reception in the 
Colorado town where they lived. Indeed, 
Justice Kennedy, the author of the majority 
decision, noted that the CCRC investigator 
found that “on multiple occasions,” Phillips 
“turned away potential customers on the 
basis of their sexual orientation, stating 
that he could not create a cake for a same-

sex wedding ceremony 
or reception” because 
his religious beliefs pro-
hibited it and because 
the potential customers 
“were doing something 

the decision was seven-to-
two against the CCRC, Jus-
tice Kennedy did not say that 
businesses have the right to 
discriminate and not provide 
services to LGBTQ people. 
In fact, he said just the op-
posite:

“Our society has come to the recogni-
tion that gay persons and gay couples can-
not be treated as social outcasts or as in-
ferior in dignity and worth. For that reason 
the laws and the Constitution can, and in 
some instances must, protect them in the 
exercise of their civil rights. The exercise 
of their freedom on terms equal to others 
must be given great weight and respect by 
the courts. At the same time, the religious 
and philosophical objections to gay mar-

By BiLL RedMOnd-PALMeR
Welcome one and all to 2018 Baltimore 
Pride Week! Let’s get ready to come to-
gether as “United we shine”!

Included here are all the 2018 Balti-
more Pride official events. There are three 
categories of events:

• “Official Pride Events,” indicated as 
“Pride.” These are events that are creat-
ed, managed, and co-
ordinated by the 
Baltimore Pride 
Planning Com-
mittee or one of 
its subcommit-
tees. 

• The sec-
ond category is 
“Official Partner 
Events,” planned 
in coordination with 
outside groups, and 

raising funds to support Balti-
more Pride. They are indicated 
as “Partner.” 

• The third category is “Of-
ficial Outreach Events,” which 
connect the diversity of the 
community and its interests to 
Baltimore Pride, and are indi-

cated as “Outreach.”
Note that all events sched-

uled at the GLCCB take place 
on the third floor at 2530 North 
Charles Street in Baltimore. 
This location is disabled-ac-
cessible.

The following events take 
place between June 9th to 
23rd. 

Check the next issue of 
Baltimore OUTloud for events 
planned from June 23rd to 
30th and beyond.

West Street, 
A n n a p o l i s ) . 
Three talented 
LGBTQ Indie 
singer-songwrit-
ers will perform. 

—continued on page 21
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The Baker and the Colorado Civil 
Rights Commission

By LindA A. dOMinGuez
On June 4th, 2018, the US Supreme Court 
issued a decision in the case of Master-
piece Cakeshop, et al. v. Colorado Civil 
Rights Commission, et al. The case in-
volves the 2012 decision by the Colorado 
Civil Rights Commission (“CCRC”) finding 
that the bakery had violated Colorado law 
in denying a request by a gay male couple 
to prepare a wedding cake for their recep-
tion. The couple was getting mar-

no cake for you!  – 
Denver cake shop wins 
in Washington, but the 
ruling – that a baker did 
not violate the law by 
refusing to bake a gay 
wedding cake – won’t be 
a precedent
credit: Jeffrey Beall / Wikimedia

illegal” at that time.
The first thing that must 

be pointed out is that, while 
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Call ERA Law Group Today 
(410) 919-1790, or visit us at
1997 Annapolis Exchange Pkwy,
Suite 300, Annapolis, MD 21401

●  Elder Law
●  Estate Planning
●  Family Law
●  Guardianship
●  Mediation
●  Medicaid Planning &
    Qualification
●  Personal Injury
●  Probate
●  Veteran's Benefits
●  LGBTQIA Matters

●  Elder Law
●  Estate Planning
●  Family Law
●  Guardianship
●  Mediation
●  Medicaid Planning &
    Qualification
●  Personal Injury
●  Probate
●  Veteran's Benefits
●  LGBTQIA Matters

Valerie E. Anias, Esq.
vanias@eralawgroup.com 

Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

—continued from page 1
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Tickets: $20. Bit.
ly/2JjgHSz. All ages. 
Outreach.

Sunday, June 
10th

11 am to 12:15 
pm: Annual Stonewall 
Liberation day Pride 
Service. First Unitarian 
Church of Baltimore (10 
West Franklin Street). 
Special guest musicians 
The Positive Voices 
of Baltimore. Rev. David Carl Olson will 
speak on the blessing that a hope-filled 
queer sensibility can give the movements 
for social change. Free. Facebook.com/
uu.baltimore. All ages. Disabled-accessi-
ble. Outreach.

2 to 3 pm: workshop: The Misin-
terpretation of Holy Scripture: Causing 
the “infected” and “affected” syndrome 
of LGBT people of faith. GLCCB. Hosted 
by Truth and Love Fellowship. Free. Out-
reach.

3:30 to 5 pm: work-
shop: Queer Faith Lead-
ers Roundtable. GLCCB. 
Join queer-identified cler-
gy and lay leaders to discuss 
the dynamics of faith communities at var-
ious stages of welcoming, queer ways of 
viewing faith, and more. Free. Outreach.

Monday, June 11th
7 to 8 pm: workshop: PreP for Pride. 

GLCCB. Charm City Sisters, your favorite 
local activist drag nuns, proudly present 

DATE:  June 27th
TIME:   6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

LOCATION:   The Waxter Center
     1000 Cathedral Street at Eager Street
	 											Baltimore,		MD	21201

Food and refreshments will be provided

GET PREPPED ON PrEP:
A TOWN HALL MEETING ON

HIV PREVENTION & PRE-EXPOSURE PROPHYLAXIS
Join us for a research update from CROI and learn about the latest 
exciting	news	on	HIV	Prevention	&	PrEP	for	men	who	have	sex 

with	men	and	for	transgender	people.
Tell	us	what	you	think	and	feel	about	HIV	Prevention	&	PrEP.

Hosted	by
AIDS	Action	Baltimore

Sponsored	by
Chase	Brexton	Health	Care,		Center	for	Black	Equity-Baltimore,	GLCCB,

Johns	Hopkins	Center	for	AIDS	Research,		REACH	Initiative	&	Total	Health	Care.
	Supported	by	funding	from	Gilead	Sciences,	Inc. 

and	IMPACT	a	Baltimore	City	Health	Department	Campaign

a workshop dedicated to 
educating about preven-
tion of HIV transmission 
with PrEP (pre-exposure 
prophylaxis). Health care 
professionals from the 
Baltimore City Health De-
partment talk about how 
to have healthy sex and 
stay safe while doing it. 
Free. Outreach.

Tuesday, 
June 12th
6 pm to 2 am: 4th Annual Pride Kick-

off at the Chasseur (3328 Foster Ave-
nue). Celebrate Pride with an awesome 
party, featuring cocktails and drink spe-
cials benefiting the GLCCB and Baltimore 
Pride. Giveaways, prizes, delicious eats. 
Free. Bit.ly/2xLeZYQ. 21-plus. Partner. 

7 pm to 10 pm: Annual Pride inter-
faith Celebration. Theme: “Moving For-
ward: Standing on the Shoulders of 

Our Ancestors.” Bolton Street 
Synagogue (212 West Coldspring 
Lane) An LGBTQ-inclusive inter-
faith service, followed by a recep-
tion. Hosted by the Interfaith Fair-
ness Coalition of Maryland. Free. 
Bit.ly/2sKZ9rA. All ages. ASL Inter-

preted. Disabled-accessible. Outreach.

Wednesday, June 13th
7 to 9 pm: Laugh Out Loud. Motor 

House (120 West North Avenue). Come 
chuckle with notable queer Baltimore co-
medians: Michael Furr, Ruby Darling, 

—continued on page 4
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Facebook.com/ClubBunnsBaltimoreMd. 
21-plus. A portion of proceeds go to Balti-
more Pride. Partner.

Saturday, June 16th
11 am – 8:30 pm: Rainbow Lot (for-

merly the Lez Lot), Official Pride Tailgat-
ing Lot. Station North, parking lot behind 
Graffiti Alley (1915 North Howard Street). 
Food trucks available. Tickets: $20 for one 
space for one car with two people or one 
tailgating tent space, at Bit.ly/2JdACGH. 
$5 per additional person per car payable 
at the gate in cash. Official.

11:30 am to 2 pm: drag Brunch: Pre-
Game to Pride at el Bufalo Tequila Bar 
and Kitchen (2921 O’Donnell Street). 
Start your Pride weekend off with a drag 
brunch. Bambi Galore hosts. A progres-
sive, fun, and bottomless brunch. Includes 
bottomless bloody marys, mimosas, and 
tequila sunrises. Tickets: $20. Bit.ly/2HkL-
RXSouth 21-plus. Outreach.

12 to 10:15 
pm: Glitter & Paint day Party. 
Street Mark’s Lutheran Church 
(2000 Street Paul Street). A day 
of fun, music, paint and glitter. 
Glitter and paint fight From noon 
to 2 pm at the corner of Street Paul and 
20th Street, followed by a day party with 
DJ Nerdz with music from today and yes-
terday. Hosted by Maryland Marketing and 
Branding. Tickets: $25 all day package at 
Bit.ly/2Ll6cie. Bit.ly/2xIDrdo. Partner.

12:30 pm: High Heel Race. Charles 
Street starting at 25th Street and continuing 
to 23rd Street. Official.

1 to 3 pm: Baltimore Pride Parade. 
Kicks off at North Charles Street, just be-

and several more. Hosted by Bunns of 
Steele. Tickets: $20. Bit.ly/2LWNNcu. 21-
plus. Disabled-accessible, but limited floor 
space access. Outreach.

6 to 10 pm: wine’d 
up wednesday at 
Flavor (15 East Cen-
tre Street). An up-
scale evening geared 
towards LGBTQ / SGL 
professionals, corpo-
rate diversity groups, 
and allies, featuring a 
premium wine tasting, 
passed hors d’oeuvres, 
and a silent auction. The 
Maryland LGBT Cham-
ber of Commerce will 
sponsor the OUTNet- working 
Loft. Tickets: $40 online at Bit.ly/2swDW51 
and $45 at the door. Bit.ly/2Jb39wq. 21-
plus. All proceeds go to Baltimore Pride. 
Official.

10 pm to 2 am: Battle of the Sexes. 
Club Bunns (608 West Lexington Street).

Male vs. female exotic dancers. Tick-
ets: $10. Disabled-accessible, limited first 
floor access. Facebook.com/ClubBunns-
BaltimoreMd. 21-plus. A portion of the pro-
ceeds go to Baltimore Pride. Partner.

Thursday, June 14th
6 to 8 pm: Queer Conversations to 

Baltimore. GLCCB. Join this live podcast 
talking about trending topics from an LGBT 
perspective. Free. Bit.ly/2sHQ8zb. All 
ages, not family-friendly. Outreach.

7 to 9 pm: edging: Right On the 
Line: A Group exhibition of erotic Art, 
opening reception. Talon Gallery at the 
baltimore Eagle (2022 North Charles 
Street). 24 artists’ work will be displayed 
through July 29th. Co-curated by local art-
ists Dorian Holliday and Douglas Johnson. 
Free. 21-plus. Outreach.

7 to 11 pm: #ThursdaynightReal-
ness. V Lounge (2101 Maryland Avenue). 
An open-mic event to provide LGBTQ 
people with a safe space to express them-
selves. Tickets: $5 at Bit.ly/2syabAS. Dis-
abled-accessible, limited first floor access. 
21-plus. Outreach.

10 pm to 2 am: House Battle Ball. 
Club Bunns (608 West Lexington Street). 
A battle of the houses. Tickets: $15. Dis-
abled-accessible, limited first floor access. 
Facebook.com/ClubBunnsBaltimoreMd/. 
21-plus. A portion of the proceeds go to 
Baltimore Pride. Partner.

Friday, June 15th
7 to 10 pm: Slay the Runway. Hotel 

Monaco Baltimore (2 North Charles Street) 

LBGTQ-plus fashion show. Red carpet 7 
pm, showtime 8 pm. Discounted valet 
parking. Eight designers and 30 models. 
Prizes for Best Dressed and Best Runway. 

Celebrity guest perfor-
mances. Presented by Joy 
Baltimore, Divine Light, 
and Club Bunns. Tickets: 
$10, and include hor’s 
d’oeuvres, gift bags, and 
cash bar. Disabled-ac-
cessible. Bit.ly/2HkUJNk. 
All ages. Outreach.

8:30 to 10 pm: drag 
Show featuring dusty 
Ray Bottoms. First 
Unitarian Church of 
Baltimore Parish Hall 

(514 North Charles Street). 
The show features Dusty Ray Bottoms 
of RuPaul’s Drag Race. Tickets: $25. VIP 
tickets are $40 and include 7 pm entry for 
a meet & greet and photo op with Dusty 
Ray Bottoms, one complimentary drink, 
first choice of seats. Bit.ly/2xLugZy. 18-
plus to enter, 21-plus to drink. Outreach.

7 to 11 pm: Twilight on the Terrace. 
Gertrude’s at the Baltimore Museum of Art 
(10 Art Museum Drrive). Baltimore Pride 
invites you to join them for the spectacular 
12th annual night of food, fun, and com-
munity. Special guests include Baltimore 
City Mayor Catherine Pugh, “The Voice” 
finalist Davon Fleming, and the King and 
Queen of Pride Chris Jay and Sapphire 
Bleu. Tickets: $125 at Bit.ly/2sdBa3K. Bit.
ly/2JhZYz7. Disabled-accessible. 21-plus. 
All proceeds go to Baltimore Pride. Official.

9 pm to 2 am: Lust – Love Hurts. Bal-
timore Eagle (2022 North Charles Street). 
The Eagle and COmmaND, mC, invite you 
as they bring their signature debauchery 
to the official leather / bear / fetish event 
of Pride 2018. Featuring special guest DJ 
from NYC, DJ Frank Wild. Tickets: $12. 
Disabled-accessible, limited first floor ac-
cess. Bit.ly/2Ju6hmw. All proceeds will go 
to Baltimore Pride. Outreach.

10 pm to 2 am: wet: Pre-Pride Kick 
off at Fab Friday’s. Club Xpectations 
(4330 East lombard Street). Powered by 
@yagelite @djco_syl @luvblu @prettygirl_
entertainment. music by Dj CO. Emcee @
dykewitamic. Drink specials until midnight. 
$5 Summer Coloda Ciroc. Tickets: Free 
before 11, $10 after. Disabled-accessible, 
limited first floor access. bit.ly/2kmHlbEast 
25-plus. A portion of proceeds go to Balti-
more Pride. Partner.

10 pm to 2 am: House Music Lives, 
with dJ Thommy davis. Club Bunns (608 
West Lexington Street). Underground 
house music plays all night. No cover. Dis-
abled-accessible, limited first floor access. 

newS // balTimOrE PriDE 2018 

low 33rd Street next to Wyman Park, and 
ends at North Charles Street and 23rd 
Street. The viewing stage is at the corner 
of North Charles Street and 24th Street in 
the Brown Rice parking lot. Official.

1 to 2:30 pm: Pre-Pride Show. 22nd 
Street and North Charles Street. Featuring 
local talent, including the winners of the 
Arts of Pride contests, and The Positive 
Voices of Baltimore. Official.

3 to 10 pm: The dance Stage at 
the Block Party. 22nd Street and North 
Charles Street. DJs include Figment, M 
Dixon, Kevin Carter, Dan Gee, Quietboy, 
and Tony Japzon. Hosted by the Baltimore 
Music Collective. Official.

4 to 10 pm: Baltimore Pride Block 
Party. Station North). Headliners are TT 
The Artist, Miami TIP, Taylor Bennet, and 
Tish Hyman. Featured artists are Davon 
Fleming, Garek the Queen, Rue Pratt, 
Kotic Couture, Spykey Van Dykey, and 

Kourtney White. Of-
ficial.

6:30 to 10 pm: new 
wave Singers present 
“Movie Magic!” showcase 
and silent auction fund-
raiser. Towson Unitarian 

Universalist Church (1710 Dulaney Valley 
Road, Lutherville). New Wave brings you 
songs from the silver screen, laughter, and 
a chance to bid on wonderful items in their 
annual Silent Auction fundraiser. Tickets: 
$20 at Newwavesingers.org. Disabled-ac-
cessible, limited first floor access. Bit.
ly/2syuSwO. PG-13. 18-plus. Outreach.

9 pm to 2 am: Heat: Official wom-
en’s After Party. The Attic at Flavor (15 
East Centre Street). Celebrate queer 

PRIDE 
2018

—continued from page 3
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women and their allies. Award-winning DJ 
Tezrah and DJ Swank. All are welcome! 
Complimentary cocktail. Door prize give-
aways. Mobile photo booth. Tickets: $10. 
bit.ly/2sy6viEast 21-plus. Official.

9 pm to 2 am: House Party featur-
ing Mother dJ Sedrick. Club Bunns (608 
West Lexington Street). House music all 
night by legendary DJ Sedrick. Tickets: $5 
at 9 pm, $10 after 11 pm. Disabled-acces-
sible, limited first floor access. f\Facebook.
com/ClubBunnsBaltimoreMd. 21-plus. A 
portion of proceeds go to Baltimore Pride. 
Partner.

9:30 to 11:30 pm: Burleoke: The 
Pride edition. The Crown (1910 North 
Charles Street). It’s burlesque! It’s kara-
oke! It’s a game show! It’s Burleoke! Host-
ed by Bunns of Steele. Tickets: $10. Bit.
ly/2Jkmx6e. 21-plus. Outreach.

10 pm to 2 am: Bent: Baltimore 
Pride edition. Leon’s Backroom (227 
West Chase Street). Featuring past Kings 
of Pride Mirage J Cruz and Inferno Lee 
Sephora, and special guests Drag King Ro-
man Noodle from Pretty Boi Drag, Gabri-
elle Remsen Ruby, and Dr. Ginger Snapz. 
Hosted by 2018 King of Pride Chris Jay. 
Raffle and Jell-O shots. Bit.ly/2sy3DSY. 

21-plus. Outreach.
10 pm to 2 am: wet: The After Par-

ty. Downtown Cultural Arts Center (401 
North Howard Street). Powered by @
yagelite_argods, @djco_syl, @luvblu, @
pretty_entertainment, @dykewitamic, @
dh_dahitwryter, @igive_life. Special Guest 
Celebrity Host @ayanafite from growing up 
Hip Hop Atlanta. Special guests include @
gorgie.morgie, @tttheartist, @iam__kblan-
co, @iamharleycash, @moojackcity, @
choc_hd, @shae_lyric, @addonnisofficial, 
and more. Music by DJ CO & DJ Boom. 
Tickets: $15 before midnight, $10 after. Bit.
ly/2LZvMKG. 18-plus to enter, 21-plus to 
drink. Partner.

10 pm to 2 am: Ladies Pride Party. 
Club Bunns (608 West Lexington Street, 
second floor). Celebrating Juci’s Birthday 
of Diamonds r4Eva. Performance by Shay 
Lyric and DJ Knowname. Tickets: $10 be-
fore 11 pm, $12 after. Facebook.com/Club-
BunnsBaltimoreMd. 21-plus. A portion of 
proceeds go to Baltimore Pride. Partner.

9 pm to 2 am: dRiP: Camethrudrip-
pin’: Bmore Pride Main event. Oxygen 
Ultra Lounge (10 South Calvert Street, 
level one). Drag show, performances, sur-
prise special guest host VIP. Hookah and 

more. Sounds by Philly’s own DJ Dior. 
Emcee: bam bam Foren. Tickets: $10 at 
Dripbmorepride.eventbee.com, $15 at the 
door. Disabled-accessible, limited first 
floor access. 21-plus. Partner.

Sunday, June 17th
12 to 6 pm: Baltimore Pride Festival 

(Druid Hill Park, between Swann Drive and 
the Sundial Pavilion). The Pride Festival 
will celebrate families and children with a 
kid-friendly environment, including music 
and entertainment stages, a Family Pride 
area, the Lady Lisa Drag Stage, exhibitors, 
and local food trucks. Official.

12 to 6 pm: elder Pride at the Pride 
Festival (Druid Hill Park, between Swann 
Drive and the Sundial Pavilion). Enjoy 
shade, seating, hydration, and sharing sto-
ries with friends and neighbors. Add your-
self to the timeline of LGBT history; cele-
brate your Coming-Out-iversary in our Out 
Proud photo booth; free HIV and hep C test-
ing; help with advance directives and more. 
Hosted by the LGBT Health Resource Cen-
ter of Chase brexton Health Care. Official.

12 to 6 pm: Pride Festival dance 
Stage (Druid Hill Park, at the Sundial Pa-
vilion). Hosted by the UKG crew and MC 

Twisty, brother Pinch, Omnibud, Scott Ed-
monds, Kenny 99, and Dj T East. Official. 

5 to 9 pm: drip: Bmore Pride: The 
drip Finale. Club Downtown Baltimore 
(416 East baltimore Street). Surprise ce-
lebrity guest host Glabal Quan and DJ 
Quicksilva. Emcee: DC’s own Dynce. Com-
plimentary open bar from 5 to 6 pm, hoo-
kah, downtown diamonds, light show, VIP 
and out-of-town experience. Tickets: $10 at 
Dripbmorepride.eventbee.com, $15 at the 
door. Disabled-accessible, limited first floor 
access. 21-plus. Partner.

7 pm to 2 am: Pride Show: Live with 
Baltimore’s Best entertainers. Club 
Bunns (608 West Lexington Street). Spe-
cial guest recording artist. Hosted by Eri-
ca Chloe Adams and special guest. Doors 
open at 6 pm. No cover. Facebook.com/
ClubBunnsBaltimoreMd. 21-plus. A portion 
of proceeds go to Baltimore Pride. Partner.

Please visit the events page at Balti-
morePride.org and their Facebook page 
at Facebook.com/BaltimoreLGBTQPride 
to find more events that are added almost 
daily! When posting on social media, be 
sure to use the hashtags #UnitedWeSh-
ine, #BaltimorePride, and #GLCCB! Happy 
Baltimore Pride! t

With a combination of soul, jazz, r&b & gos-
pel, the would was bound to know the name 
Davon Fleming. With every song created to 
uplift & inspire he has spread the message of 
LOVE all over the world & made it his life’s 
work to heal the world music. Before grac-
ing the stage of NBC’s, The Voice, Baltimore 
Maryland native, Davon Fleming started sing-
ing at the early age of three. Fleming discov-
ered his love for music growing up in church 
and throughout the years would go on to sing 
and study different genres of music. Through 
many adversities his perseverance and dedi-
cation would later open doors. Fleming went 
on to compete in  the Bet Gospel competition 
“Sunday’sBest” where he placed in the top 20 

Saturday June 16, 2018
- Pride Parade and Pride Block Party

- Pride Parade starts at 1pm
- Pride Block Party will be 4–10pm

Lineup Time for Parade
All parade entries must line up 
between 10:30am and 12pm

Anyone arriving after 12pm will not 
be allowed to participate in the 

parade

High Heel Race
Lineup will begin at 12pm

Race will begin at 12:30pm 
and end at 12:45pm

Location: N. Charles St.  
from 25th St. to 24th St. 

Pet Parade
Pet Parade will begin at 1pm

Location: N. Charles St. from 25th St. 
to 24th St. 

Sunday June 17, 2018
Pride Festival in Druid Hill Park

(includes Elder Pride and Family Pride)

PRIDE INFO

A Single BALTIMORE native that’s been en-
tertaining for over 37 years, she been seen 
on numerous occasions and stages as an em-
cee,Comedy Queen,Activist of many charities 
(including Youth Homelessness,HIV Aware-
ness, Leather Titleholder Send offs,Drag Enter-
tainer send offs,Gay pride Rallys and Benefits  
Along with Chase Brexton,Aids Action Bal-
timore,12 days of Baltimore and Movable 
Feast just to name a few)..she Has Held 
Many Very proud Titles over the years in her 
drag career Such as Former Queen of Pride,-
Former Miss Equality Maryland ,Former Activ-
ist of Year, Miss Mixers , Miss Rowan Tree, 
Miss Stage coach Miss Hippo , Miss Queen 

of Comedy and Also known as Baltimore 
Queen of Benefits just to name a few of 
many unmentioned..Shawnna is the founder 
of Miss And MR youth Prince and Princess 
a title that helps youth LGBT entertainers 
evolve in the business with a little respect for 
the craft with the sense of helping even if it 
sometimes means Not Being paid for your 
performance.. Shawnna’s views on Charities 
“ I was there at the right time to help some-
one seen and unseen “ .... So Where ever 
you hear “put ya Hands To—getheeeeeeer-
rrr!”” Echo from a microphone your sure to 
find Shawnna Alexander ... HAPPY PRIDE 
EVERYONE!!

Shawnna Alexander

and went on to release his first single entitled 
“I need you”.  Shortly after he toured through-
out Italy & Switzerland making him an interna-
tional artist. In 2017 he became a contestant 
on NBC’s hit singing competition show, The 
Voice were he amazed viewers and judges 
with his performances week after week. Flem-
ing ended his run as a semi-finalist but left his 
mark by toping the charts at number one each 
week and being the only contestant in the his-
tory of the show to place in 3 different charts 
during a season (Pop, R&B & Christian) Flem-
ing is currently working on his debut project 
and serving communities in his hometown 
where he holds the key to the city. Since the 
he had performed all over and  worked with 

Davon Fleming Bio

some of the industries top artist. Davon Flem-
ing’s star is steadily rising and has no plans on 
falling anytime soon.



6 t  BALTiMORe OuTLOud      jUNE 8, 2018 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm

BeyOnd THe BeLTwAy

the law, which is being examined at Na-
tional Assembly on May 14th and 15th, 
aims to better protect children under 15 
by introducing a new provision that rape 
and sexual assault can result from an 

“abuse of vulnerability” of the victim. Wom-
en’s groups insist the text doesn’t go far 
enough. They want an explicit declaration 
that anyone under 15 cannot consent to 
sex with an adult. They say the current ver-
sion of the law would minimize the rapes of 
younger victims. (The lower house passed 
the bill on May 16th.)

French law doesn’t set a legal age of 
consent for sex. In recent cases, French 
courts refused to prosecute men for rape 
after they had sex with 11-year-old girls 
because authorities couldn’t prove coer-
cion. (A man was instead convicted of the 
lesser crime of sexual abuse.) 

Lawmakers first proposed making it 
illegal for someone over 18 to have sex 
with someone under 15. France’s highest 
administrative court, the Council of State, 
warned the government that setting an au-
tomatic legal age of consent could be seen 
as violating an adult’s presumption of in-
nocence and would be therefore declared 
unconstitutional. The government then de-
cided to change the text to allow judges to 
take into account the children’s vulnerabil-
ity (“lacked the necessary discernment to 
consent”). The bill extends the statute of 
limitations on sex crimes, allowing prose-
cution for 30 years after a purported victim 
turns 18, rather than the current 20 and 
imposes fines of 90 euros ($108) for gen-
der-based public harassment on streets or 
public transportation. (Time magazine & 
associated Press – Sylvie corbet at Time.
com/5276509/france-consent-law-wom-
ens-groups/)

Sothern Baptist 
break with DC 
branch over 
lesbian pastors

washington, dC – The Southern Bap-
tist Convention has broken off ties with its 
Washington, DC, branch over two lesbi-
an pastors at a DC church. The Southern 
Baptist Convention (SBC) is the largest 
Christian denomination in the US, with 
more than 15 million members, and it is 
strongly opposed to LGBT equality. The 
District of Columbia Baptist Convention 
(DCBC) was rejected by its parent group 

Black LGBT 
group seeks 
resignation of 
mayor, officer

washington, dC -The National Black 
Justice Coalition, the largest LGBTQ civil 
rights group representing the black com-
munity, has released a strongly-worded 
statement condemning the actions of a 
small North Carolina town’s mayor and a 
police officer at the center of a violent ar-
rest. A young black gay man was arrested 
on May 4th outside a Waffle House in War-
saw, North Carolina, a small town in Du-

plin County, an hour drive north of Wilm-
ington. The young man, Anthony Wall, 22, 
as well as other witnesses and advocates 
say the arrest was unnecessarily violent. 
Video of the arrest shows a police officer, 
Frank Moss, putting Wall in a chokehold, 
slamming him into a wall and later to the 
ground. Wall and his attorneys say the in-
cident began when Waffle House employ-
ees directed homophobic epithets at Wall. 
Police have simply alleged that Wall creat-
ed a violent disturbance in the restaurant. 

The National Black Justice Coalition 
(NJBC) is now calling on both the officer 
and the town’s mayor, A.J. Conners, to re-
sign. The statement came this week after 
Conners, who is black, released a video 
defending his town’s police department. 

“At this time, we’re asking you to eliminate 
the prejudging, allow the system that is in 
place to operate and do what it needs to 
do,” Conners said in the video statement. 

“We have a judicial system that works.” 
Conners also took time in the video to 
ask members of the public to stop calling 
the town and police department. Activists 
have been urging community members 
to call the town and ask for charges to be 

dropped against Wall and for the officer 
to be held accountable. Conners said, “At 
this time, let the system work and be pa-
tient with us as we go through this. I can 
assure you, this is not a racially motivated 
situation.” 

NBJC decried Conners’ statement. 
“Mayor Connors had an opportunity to 
stand up for one of his constituents – for 
justice – when he released his statement,” 
NbjC Executive Director David j. johns 
said, contending that Wall had been the 

“victim of racial and homophobic discrimi-
nation and harassment in one of his city’s 
public establishments.” Johns said the 
Conners “squandered that opportunity by 
releasing an irresponsible and premature 
judgement of Mr. Wall. While details con-
tinue to unfold about the full incident, it 
is evident that the officer used excessive 
force as Mr. Wall was in fear, struggled 
to breathe, and called for a supervisor.” 
Johns also called Conners’ statements “bi-
ased” and “reckless.” The national LGBTQ 
civil rights group is calling on the mayor 
and officer to resign, and they’ve promised 
not to stop trying to contact the city in or-
der to make that happen. (Q Notes Online 

– matt comer at Goqnotes.com/60046/
black-lgbtq-rights-group-calls-for-resigna-
tion-of-mayor-officer-in-n-c-town/)

Texas HS to use 
trans student’s 
chosen name at 
graduation 

Allen, Texas – Officials at Allen High 
School have agreed to call a transgender 
senior by the student’s chosen name when 
he walks across the stage to receive his 
diploma Friday night, June 1st. Although 
Jay Alfie had been told at the beginning of 
the school year that school officials had no 
problems using his correct name at gradu-
ation, when he checked again a couple of 
months ago, Jay was told that school offi-
cials would only use his legal name, which 
at this point is the female name he was 
given at birth.

With his parents and sister helping, Jay 
has been fighting to get school officials to 
change their minds, and now they have. In 
a written statement released to the media, 
Allen Independent School District Superin-
tendent Scott Niven said: “The school dis-
trict’s practice at Allen High School gradu-
ation is to read the student’s legal name at 

the ceremony. This allows for consistency 
as the names of our 1,556 graduates are 
read. The practice of reading a student’s 
legal name at graduation is not specific 
to transgender students. It also applies to 
nicknames and names that are commonly 
used in place of the student’s legal name 
during the school year. If a student’s name 
is legally changed, the school district will 
make those changes accordingly. The Alfie 
family has been in the process of obtaining 
a legal name change for several months. 
Due to circumstances beyond the fami-

ly’s control, the legal process will not be 
completed before graduation on June 1st. 
Therefore, since the family has filed legal 
papers to change the name, the request 
to change the name at graduation will be 
honored.”

The announcement came this week af-
ter the family went public with their battle. 
Jay Alfie began transitioning more than a 
year ago. Jay and his family are still cit-
izens of Mexico, which means that since 
he is now 18, Jay will have to go to Mex-
ico himself to have his name and gender 
markers on his birth certificate changed. 
(dallas Voice – Tammye Nash at dal-
lasvoice.com/update-allen-hs-trans-teen-
wins-fight-not-to-be-dead-named-at-grad-
uation-10253930.html) 

French assembly 
resists setting 
strict age of 
consent

Paris, France – In an article by As-
sociated Press, Time magazine reports 
that France’s lower house of parliament 
on May 14th started debating a law to fur-
ther tighten French sex laws – a proposed 
bill that comes in the wake of the #MeToo 
movement but is being strongly criticized 
by women’s groups. The government says 

compiled by Jim Becker

Cop choking Anthony Wall outside Waffle 
House – community policing ... not!

Call me by my name – jay alfie
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in the area of the city. “What happened to us 
on Monday evening has left a lasting mark 
on us,” Jeroen told Belga. “But all of the 
displays of support we have received since 
then have been taken to heart.” According to 
reports, the attack involved the whole fam-
ily, including the older brother, the young-
er brother and the father and mother, who 
were both inciting their sons to attack the 
men further. A passer-by then intervened, 
but the men’s abuse did not stop. Nicolas 
said, “A group of six individuals followed him 
[Jeroen) in the street. Fortunately, he was 
able to get away. One witness told me that I 
should never have come to live here. This is 
exactly what I intend to do.” 

Demo organizer Graham Peele said: 
“We are here to say that homophobia has 
no place in Brussels. Barely two weeks ago 
Gay Pride took place in Brussels. We had 
hoped our message had been put across, 
but since then there have been three at-
tacks on homosexuals. Adelheid Byttebier, 

a Schaerbeek councilor, said: “The expe-
rience of Jeroen and his partner touched 
us deeply, but is sadly all too recognizable. 
As a municipality we are trying to raise 
awareness, which we think is important 
and necessary for all victims of discrimi-
nation.” t (Gay Star News – Joe Gamp at 
Gaystarnews.com/article/gay-march-brus-
sels/#gs.XU2qhaQ) 

they had been pregnant, they just didn’t 
know it. There are also two other plausible 
sources for these cells: (1) cells from an 
older brother that had been retained in the 
woman’s mother were incorporated by the 
woman when she was growing in the womb 
or (2) cells from a male twin that was ab-
sorbed before birth. It’s remotely possible 
that women might sometimes retain some 
non-sperm cells from male partners, since 
that’s never been studied and biology is 
weird. But there’s currently no reason to 
think it’s true, and many reasons to think 
it’s not. (Find the full articles at mind Fos-
ter at mindfoster.co/1129/women-retain-
and-carry-living-dna-from-every-man-with-
whom-theyve-made-love-with/ and Forbes.
com/sites/quora/2017/08/15/male-dna-
is-often-found-in-womens-brains-where-
does-it-come-from/#3c65d5d17459)

LGBT activists 
protest in 
Brussels after 
couple attacked

Brussels – Two hundred people 
staged an impromptu demonstration at 
Brussels North station against homopho-
bic violence on Saturday, June 2nd. LGBT 
campaigners and supporters marched on 
the capital following recent news that a 
gay couple in Shaerbeek were violently at-
tacked. The couple, Nicolas Juan Nalinne 
and Jeroen DC, were attacked by their 
Turkish neighbors, who claim the attack 
was motivated by homophobia. 

Details of the attack are sparse but it is 
the latest incident of homophobic violence 

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.
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preaching the Gospel. (Seattle Gay News 
– mike andrew at Sgn.org/sgnnews46_22/
page3.cfm)

Does the body 
retain DNA from 
others’ sperm?

Seattle – Mind Foster reports that 
women retain and carry living DNA from 
every man with whom they have sexu-
al intercourse, according to a new study 
by the University of Seattle and the Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center. The 
study, which discovered the startling infor-
mation by accident, was originally trying to 
determine if women who have been preg-
nant with a son might be more predisposed 
to certain neurological diseases that occur 
more frequently in males. The study found 
that female brains often harbor “male mi-
crochimerism,” or in other words, the pres-
ence of male DNA that originated from 
another individual and are genetically dis-
tinct from the cells that make up the rest of 
the woman. According to the study: “63% 
of the women (37 of 59) tested harbored 
male microchimerism in the brain. Male 
microchimerism was present in multiple 
brain regions.”

The researchers wanted to know where 
the male DNA came from and determined 
that the possible sources of the male DNA 
cells living in the women’s brains are: an 
abortion the woman didn’t know about; a 
male twin that vanished; an older brother 
transferred by the maternal circulation; 
and sexual intercourse. The first three op-
tions apply to a very small percentage of 
women. They couldn’t possibly account 
for the 63% figure. The fourth option? It’s 
rather more common. Sex. This has very 
important ramifications for women. Every 
male a woman absorbs spermatozoa from 
becomes a living part of her for life. 

However, Suzanne Sadedin, Ph.D. in 
evolutionary biology, disputes this claim 
in Forbes. She queries, do women retain 
DNA from every man they have ever slept 
with? No. Where did the cells come from? 
Dr. Sadedin says that the most likely ex-
planation is pregnancy. During implan-
tation, embryonic cells are programmed 
to divide extremely fast and invade the 
mother’s bloodstream. Sometimes, they 
can establish populations in other parts of 
her body that survive for the rest of her life. 
Why do some women who’ve never been 
pregnant still have male cells? Most likely 

after it declined to take action against Cal-
vary Baptist Church in DC. The church 
hired a lesbian couple, Sally Sarratt and 
Maria Swearingen, as co-pastors in 2017. 

D. August Boto, the denomination’s 
executive committee president, confirmed 
that “The formal relationship between the 
SBC and the DCBC has come to an end.” 
As part of the breakup, Boto moved to take 
control of Baptist charitable assets. “I will 
soon send another letter to each of eight 
churches we know of in DC that are sup-
porting SBC work through financial gifts 

directed through the DCBC,” Boto said. 
“The letters will inform each group that the 
formal relationship between the SBC and 
the DCBC has come to an end and that the 
SBC no longer recognizes the District of 
Columbia Baptist Convention as a Baptist 
body authorized to receive and disburse 
Cooperative Program and other SBC con-
tributions. We have] expressed deep re-
gret over the need to take this action, but 
felt compelled to affirm biblical truth over 
organizational relationships,” Boto said.

The Southern Baptist Convention was 
organized in 1845 by Baptists who sup-
ported slavery in the southern US. North-
ern Baptists were not only anti-slavery but 
wanted to exclude pro-slavery members 
from being missionaries on the grounds 
that they were morally disqualified from 

Like diamonds ...  sperm may implant genetic 
material forever in the bodies of those exposed 
via sex

Brussels nord Train Station

Lesbian co-pastors lead to ouster by 
conservative Baptists. Above: Pastors Sally 
Sarratt and Maria Swearingen

• Family Law  • Estate Planning  
• Real Estate

Stephanie Cañas Hunnell, Esq.
Sylvia L. Breitowich, Esq.

408 7th Ave.
Asbury Park, NJ 07712

732-749-3500
fax 732-749-3503

Monmouth-Divorce.com
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A next step for adults with HIV who have been undetectable* for at least six months. 
* Undetectable means keeping the amount of HIV in the blood to very low levels (less than 50 copies per mL).

What is JULUCA? 
JULUCA is a prescription medicine that is used without other antiretroviral medicines to treat Human Immunodeficiency Virus-1 
(HIV-1) infection in adults to replace their current anti-HIV-1 medicines when their healthcare provider determines that they meet 
certain requirements. HIV-1 is the virus that causes Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).  
It is not known if JULUCA is safe and effective in children.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
Do not take JULUCA if you:
•  have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains 

dolutegravir or rilpivirine.
•  are taking any of the following medicines: dofetilide; 

carbamazepine; oxcarbazepine; phenobarbital; phenytoin; 
rifampin; rifapentine; proton pump inhibitors (including 
esomeprazole, lansoprazole, omeprazole, pantoprazole sodium, 
rabeprazole); St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum); or 
more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine dexamethasone or 
dexamethasone sodium phosphate.

What are the possible side effects of JULUCA?
JULUCA can cause serious side effects including:
•  Severe skin rash and allergic reactions. Call your healthcare 

provider right away if you develop a rash with JULUCA. Stop 
taking JULUCA and get medical help right away if you develop a 
rash with any of the following signs or symptoms: fever; generally 
ill feeling; tiredness; muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in 
mouth; blisters or peeling of the skin; redness or swelling of the 
eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips or tongue;  
problems breathing.

•  Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C 
virus who have certain liver function test changes may have 
an increased risk of developing new or worsening changes in 
certain liver tests during treatment with JULUCA. Liver problems, 
including liver failure, have also happened in people without 
history of liver disease or other risk factors. Your healthcare 
provider may do blood tests to check your liver function. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you develop any of the following 
signs or symptoms of liver problems: your skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice); dark or “tea-colored” urine; 
light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea or vomiting; loss 
of appetite; pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your 
stomach area.

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away or get medical help if you have any of the following 
symptoms: feeling sad or hopeless; feeling anxious or restless; 
have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to  
hurt yourself.

•  The most common side effects of JULUCA include:  
diarrhea and headache.

These are not all the possible side effects of JULUCA. For more 
information, ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you have any new symptoms  
while taking JULUCA.
Before you take JULUCA, tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have ever had a severe skin rash or an allergic reaction to 

medicines that contain dolutegravir or rilpivirine.
•  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B  

or C infection.
•  have ever had a mental health problem.
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 

JULUCA will harm your unborn baby. 
•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if 

you take JULUCA. You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 
because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby. It is not  
known if JULUCA can pass to your baby in your breast milk. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements. Some medicines interact with JULUCA. 
Keep a list of your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 
•  You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list  

of medicines that interact with JULUCA.  
•  Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your  

healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider can tell you  
if it is safe to take JULUCA with other medicines.

You are encouraged to report negative side  
effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit  
www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Important Safety Information continued on next page.

Please see Important Facts about JULUCA on the following page.

©2017 ViiV Healthcare group of companies or its licensor.     Printed in USA.     820101R0     December 2017
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RIGHT SIDE - M01

   stay undetectable* with  
  fewer medicines in my HIV pill.

  I’ve seen and done a lot over the  
    years. I’ve even learned I can

Ask your doctor about JULUCA.

I’m proud of how far I’ve come. I started treating my HIV 

     and reached an undetectable viral load. And whenever  

         I become aware of other treatment options, I talk to   

           my doctor. Here’s what I learned about JULUCA:

JULUCA is the only once-daily complete HIV-1  

 regimen that combines 2 medicines in just 1 pill.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION (cont’d)
How to take JULUCA?
• Take JULUCA 1 time a day exactly as your  
  healthcare provider tells you. 
• Always take JULUCA with a meal. A protein  
  drink alone does not replace a meal.

† Real patient diagnosed with HIV-1. Individual compensated  
for his time by ViiV Healthcare.

Learn more at JULUCA.com

Warren†

Undetectable  
since 2010
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A next step for adults with HIV who have been undetectable* for at least six months. 
* Undetectable means keeping the amount of HIV in the blood to very low levels (less than 50 copies per mL).

What is JULUCA? 
JULUCA is a prescription medicine that is used without other antiretroviral medicines to treat Human Immunodeficiency Virus-1 
(HIV-1) infection in adults to replace their current anti-HIV-1 medicines when their healthcare provider determines that they meet 
certain requirements. HIV-1 is the virus that causes Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).  
It is not known if JULUCA is safe and effective in children.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
Do not take JULUCA if you:
•  have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains 

dolutegravir or rilpivirine.
•  are taking any of the following medicines: dofetilide; 

carbamazepine; oxcarbazepine; phenobarbital; phenytoin; 
rifampin; rifapentine; proton pump inhibitors (including 
esomeprazole, lansoprazole, omeprazole, pantoprazole sodium, 
rabeprazole); St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum); or 
more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine dexamethasone or 
dexamethasone sodium phosphate.

What are the possible side effects of JULUCA?
JULUCA can cause serious side effects including:
•  Severe skin rash and allergic reactions. Call your healthcare 

provider right away if you develop a rash with JULUCA. Stop 
taking JULUCA and get medical help right away if you develop a 
rash with any of the following signs or symptoms: fever; generally 
ill feeling; tiredness; muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in 
mouth; blisters or peeling of the skin; redness or swelling of the 
eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips or tongue;  
problems breathing.

•  Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C 
virus who have certain liver function test changes may have 
an increased risk of developing new or worsening changes in 
certain liver tests during treatment with JULUCA. Liver problems, 
including liver failure, have also happened in people without 
history of liver disease or other risk factors. Your healthcare 
provider may do blood tests to check your liver function. Call your 
healthcare provider right away if you develop any of the following 
signs or symptoms of liver problems: your skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice); dark or “tea-colored” urine; 
light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea or vomiting; loss 
of appetite; pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your 
stomach area.

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away or get medical help if you have any of the following 
symptoms: feeling sad or hopeless; feeling anxious or restless; 
have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to  
hurt yourself.

•  The most common side effects of JULUCA include:  
diarrhea and headache.

These are not all the possible side effects of JULUCA. For more 
information, ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you have any new symptoms  
while taking JULUCA.
Before you take JULUCA, tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have ever had a severe skin rash or an allergic reaction to 

medicines that contain dolutegravir or rilpivirine.
•  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B  

or C infection.
•  have ever had a mental health problem.
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 

JULUCA will harm your unborn baby. 
•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if 

you take JULUCA. You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 
because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby. It is not  
known if JULUCA can pass to your baby in your breast milk. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements. Some medicines interact with JULUCA. 
Keep a list of your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 
•  You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list  

of medicines that interact with JULUCA.  
•  Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your  

healthcare provider. Your healthcare provider can tell you  
if it is safe to take JULUCA with other medicines.

You are encouraged to report negative side  
effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit  
www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Important Safety Information continued on next page.

Please see Important Facts about JULUCA on the following page.

©2017 ViiV Healthcare group of companies or its licensor.     Printed in USA.     820101R0     December 2017
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LEFT SIDE M01

IMPORTANT FACTS 
This is only a brief summary of important information about JULUCA and does not replace 
talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and treatment.

(Jah-LOO-kah)

ABOUT JULUCA

 •  JULUCA is a prescription medicine that is used without other antiretroviral medicines 
to treat Human Immunodeficiency Virus-1 (HIV-1) infection in adults to replace their 
current anti-HIV-1 medicines when their healthcare provider determines that they 
meet certain requirements.

• HIV-1 is the virus that causes Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS).
• It is not known if JULUCA is safe and effective in children.

HOW TO TAKE JULUCA

•  Take JULUCA 1 time a day exactly as your healthcare provider tells you.
•  Always take JULUCA with a meal. A protein drink alone does 

not replace a meal.

DO NOT TAKE JULUCA IF YOU

•  have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains dolutegravir or 
rilpivirine.

•  are taking any of the following medicines: dofetilide; carbamazepine; oxcarbazepine; 
phenobarbital; phenytoin; rifampin; rifapentine; proton pump inhibitors (including 
esomeprazole, lansoprazole, omeprazole, pantoprazole sodium, rabeprazole);  
St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum ); or more than 1 dose of the steroid medicine 
dexamethasone or dexamethasone sodium phosphate.

BEFORE TAKING JULUCA

Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  have ever had a severe skin rash or an allergic reaction to medicines that contain 

dolutegravir or rilpivirine.
•  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection.
•  have ever had a mental health problem.
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if JULUCA will harm your 

unborn baby.
•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take JULUCA. 

You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to 
your baby. It is not known if JULUCA can pass to your baby in your breast milk. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.      

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, 

and herbal supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be taken 

with JULUCA.
•  Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF JULUCA

JULUCA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Severe skin rash and allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider 

right away if you develop a rash with JULUCA. Stop taking JULUCA and 
get medical help right away if you develop a rash with any of the 
following signs or symptoms: fever; generally ill feeling; tiredness; muscle 
or joint aches; blisters or sores in mouth; blisters or peeling of the skin; 
redness or swelling of the eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips, or tongue;  
problems breathing. 

•  Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus who have certain 
liver function test changes may have an increased risk of developing new or 
worsening changes in certain liver tests during treatment with JULUCA. Liver 
problems, including liver failure, have also happened in people without history 
of liver disease or other risk factors. Your healthcare provider may do blood tests 
to check your liver function. Call your healthcare provider right away if 
you develop any of the following signs or symptoms of liver problems: 
your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice); dark or  
“tea-colored” urine; light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea or vomiting; 
loss of appetite; pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your  
stomach area.

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
or get medical help if you have any of the following symptoms: feeling 
sad or hopeless; feeling anxious or restless; have thoughts of hurting yourself 
(suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself. 

The most common side effects of JULUCA include: diarrhea and headache. 

These are not all the possible side effects of JULUCA. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you have any new symptoms while taking JULUCA. You may report 
side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

GET MORE INFORMATION

•  This is only a brief summary of important information about JULUCA. 
Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more.

•  Go to JULUCA.com or call 1-877-844-8872, where you can also get  
FDA-approved labeling. 

Trademark is owned by or licensed to the ViiV Healthcare group of companies.

©2017 ViiV Healthcare group of companies or its licensor.
November 2017      JLC:1PIL

ViiV Healthcare
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
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With a combination of soul, jazz, r&b & gos-
pel, the would was bound to know the name 
Davon Fleming. With every song created to 
uplift & inspire he has spread the message of 
LOVE all over the world & made it his life’s 
work to heal the world music. Before grac-
ing the stage of NBC’s, The Voice, Baltimore 
Maryland native, Davon Fleming started sing-
ing at the early age of three. Fleming discov-
ered his love for music growing up in church 
and throughout the years would go on to sing 
and study different genres of music. Through 
many adversities his perseverance and dedi-
cation would later open doors. Fleming went 
on to compete in  the Bet Gospel competition 
“Sunday’sBest” where he placed in the top 20 

Saturday June 16, 2018
- Pride Parade and Pride Block Party

- Pride Parade starts at 1pm
- Pride Block Party will be 4–10pm

Lineup Time for Parade
All parade entries must line up 
between 10:30am and 12pm

Anyone arriving after 12pm will not 
be allowed to participate in the 

parade

High Heel Race
Lineup will begin at 12pm

Race will begin at 12:30pm 
and end at 12:45pm

Location: N. Charles St.  
from 25th St. to 24th St. 

Pet Parade
Pet Parade will begin at 1pm

Location: N. Charles St. from 25th St. 
to 24th St. 

Sunday June 17, 2018
Pride Festival in Druid Hill Park

(includes Elder Pride and Family Pride)

PRIDE INFO

A Single BALTIMORE native that’s been en-
tertaining for over 37 years, she been seen 
on numerous occasions and stages as an em-
cee,Comedy Queen,Activist of many charities 
(including Youth Homelessness,HIV Aware-
ness, Leather Titleholder Send offs,Drag Enter-
tainer send offs,Gay pride Rallys and Benefits  
Along with Chase Brexton,Aids Action Bal-
timore,12 days of Baltimore and Movable 
Feast just to name a few)..she Has Held 
Many Very proud Titles over the years in her 
drag career Such as Former Queen of Pride,-
Former Miss Equality Maryland ,Former Activ-
ist of Year, Miss Mixers , Miss Rowan Tree, 
Miss Stage coach Miss Hippo , Miss Queen 

of Comedy and Also known as Baltimore 
Queen of Benefits just to name a few of 
many unmentioned..Shawnna is the founder 
of Miss And MR youth Prince and Princess 
a title that helps youth LGBT entertainers 
evolve in the business with a little respect for 
the craft with the sense of helping even if it 
sometimes means Not Being paid for your 
performance.. Shawnna’s views on Charities 
“ I was there at the right time to help some-
one seen and unseen “ .... So Where ever 
you hear “put ya Hands To—getheeeeeeer-
rrr!”” Echo from a microphone your sure to 
find Shawnna Alexander ... HAPPY PRIDE 
EVERYONE!!

Shawnna Alexander

and went on to release his first single entitled 
“I need you”.  Shortly after he toured through-
out Italy & Switzerland making him an interna-
tional artist. In 2017 he became a contestant 
on NBC’s hit singing competition show, The 
Voice were he amazed viewers and judges 
with his performances week after week. Flem-
ing ended his run as a semi-finalist but left his 
mark by toping the charts at number one each 
week and being the only contestant in the his-
tory of the show to place in 3 different charts 
during a season (Pop, R&B & Christian) Flem-
ing is currently working on his debut project 
and serving communities in his hometown 
where he holds the key to the city. Since the 
he had performed all over and  worked with 

Davon Fleming Bio

some of the industries top artist. Davon Flem-
ing’s star is steadily rising and has no plans on 
falling anytime soon.
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THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

Miami Tip - First known by the pseudonym 
Tip Drill, Miami Tip is a rapper who rocket-
ed to fame in 2016 after the release of her 
debut album, The Transition. The album fea-
tured guest appearances by Fetty Wap, Ball 
Greezy, and other artists. Her entertainment 
career began at the age of seventeen when 
she began dancing. She would continue into 
pole dancing for some time until an accident 
left her with multiple injuries. A blessing in 
disguise, it propelled her into a change of ca-
reer. She has grown popular on YouTube and 
Instagram sharing original music and promo-
tional videos. 

Taylor Bennett - Taylor Bennett is a 21-year-
old independent artist from Chicago, Illinois. 
The younger brother of Chance The Rapper is 
changing the game with his lyrical style, flow 
and heart pounding live shows. Bennett’s rise 
has been meteoric, selling out shows all over 
Chicago and being featured on the cover of 
The Chicago Reader as “The next up in Chi-
cago.” On January 18, 2017, Bennett came 
out as bisexual on his Twitter account before 
his 21st birthday.

TT The Artist - Born and raised in Fort Lau-
derdale, Florida, it was during her high school 
years where Tedra Wilson known as TT The 
Artist  discovered her fearless approach to 
performance. A college-graduate from The 
Maryland Institute College Of Art (MICA) with 
a bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts and a con-
centration in video, she postponed pursuing a 
career in music to make education her num-

ber one priority.
While attending MICA in Baltimore, MD, TT 
The Artist  became very involved within var-
ious community projects and student orga-
nizations within the Baltimore Community. 
Baltimore soon became her second home. 
Baltimore enabled her to test the waters and 
create a reputable name for herself within the 
local music scene. By the end of her junior 
year at MICA, she had successfully secured 
an internship at MTV Networks in New York, 
NY where she explored her interest in tele-
vision production both in front of the camera 
and behind the scenes. After two years of liv-
ing in New York, she  returned to Baltimore to 
further pursue her passion in music. TT The 
Artist would go on to showcase her innova-
tive style through live, artistic performances 
at performance venues throughout the East-
coast.

Tish Hyman – Latisha “Tish” Hyman is a 
singer-songwriter and rapper.Hyman was 
born and raised in the Bronx, where she be-
gan battle rapping at an early age. In 2010 
Hyman moved to Los Angeles, California and 
began writing songs for other artists. She 
subsequently landed a publishing deal at Uni-
versal Music Publishing Group and went on 
to write songs with Alicia Keys, Diddy, Kanye 
West and Kelly Rowland.
Hyman’s first single, Subway Art, was re-
leased on March 3, 2015 and brought stylistic 
and vocal comparisons to Lauryn Hill. Hy-
man’s debut EP, Dedicated To, was released 
on July 12, 2016.

Headliners

Want to be crowned as Baltimore’s 2018 High Heel Race winner (who doesn’t)? 
Strap on your heels and sign up to run one block down North Charles Street. 

Anyone over the age of 21 with heels or wedges no less than two inches high are 
welcome to sign up! If cheering is more of your style, head over to the sidelines for 
some speedy high heel action. Line up early if you want to get a front-row chance 

to see your favorite Baltimoreans sprinting in stilettos.

High Heel 
Race

Saturday, June 16, 12:30pm
Lineup begins at 12:00pm
Location: N. Charles St.
from 25th St. to 24th St.
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
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BALTIMORE

ICE

Parade Route Begins at 33rd Street 
and moves Southbound on Charles Street
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Baltimore Pride  –  June 16-17, 2018
UNITED WE SHINE 
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P R I D E  2 0 1 8
June 16th DOORS OPEN AT 11:30a.m.
P R I D E  2 0 1 8
June 16th DOORS OPEN AT 11:30a.m.

Pub opens at 11:30 a.m  •  Disco & Loft Open at 8 p.m.
DJ Rob G3 will be in the disco •  DJ Nitrx will be in the loft
Special Performances by : Washington Heights, Anastasia Mae Belladonna, 

Dee Dee Derèon, Venus Fastrada and more!

Pub opens at 11:30 a.m  •  Disco & Loft Open at 8 p.m.
DJ Rob G3 will be in the disco •  DJ Nitrx will be in the loft
Special Performances by : Washington Heights, Anastasia Mae Belladonna, 

Dee Dee Derèon, Venus Fastrada and more!
Sunday, June 17

DANCE LESSON 
3 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
$3 Cover 3-6pm

$4 Cover 6pm-8pm
-$3 Miller Lite

ALL NIGHT!

Sunday, June 17
DANCE LESSON 

3 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
$3 Cover 3-6pm

$4 Cover 6pm-8pm
-$3 Miller Lite

ALL NIGHT!

Surviving Life 
Itself

was held no clue about the mystifying 
speed with which time passes. The swift 
interval between the early days of AIDS in 
the 1980s and merciful treatment break-
throughs a decade later confounds me 
even now. Suddenly I blinked, and when I 
opened my eyes I was 40 years old and the 
world was a far different place.

Many of us remember that new world, 
when people with AIDS were saved by a 
miraculous “cocktail” of new medications. 
Living with HIV before the mid-1990s, 
when these medications were introduced, 
has become the popular line of demarca-
tion for entry into the fellowship of long-
term survivors. 

My work in HIV advocacy continued 
during this time while others retreated to 
lives away from daily reminders of the ep-
idemic. I did not fault them for that, in fact 
I envied them, but the army of our earli-
est activists, forged in the first years of the 
plague, had diminished. 

By then, women and people of color 
had gained more traction and acknowledg-
ment in the HIV arena, though without the 
national fervor or the generous support en-
joyed by the original army of largely gay, 
white activists and agencies.

It was a time of such hope and encour-

I am a 57-year-old gay man. I have sur-
vived things. In the decades since AIDS 
began murdering my friends, I have faced 
a host of perilous circumstances apart 
from my own HIV infection, including a 
car crash, drug addiction, serious medical 
procedures, and weapons pointed in my 
direction. Like everyone else, positive and 
negative alike, I am a survivor of life itself. 

My status as a long-term HIV survivor 
does not make me a champion or a muse-
um piece to be examined and admired. I 
am a man in the prime of his life. My age 
and maturity guide me, not the virus that 
has failed miserably to kill me.

The grief-stricken young man I once 

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous

THinKinG OuTLOud

aging progress, but if you scratched the 
surface of these victories you found they 
were dependent on privilege, money, and 
access. Deaths continued unabated be-
hind a dark curtain of racism and poverty.

The gay community began to avert 
its eyes from the continued infections of 
people unlike ourselves, and 
I joined many other 
exhausted activists 
who abandoned town 
hall forums devoted 
to HIV for the cele-
bratory relief of the 
dance floor. Massive 
circuit party events 
became a vibrant di-
version in the 1990s. 
After a generation of 
relentless mortality I 
felt entitled to the par-
ty, to the steroids and 
the gym trainer and the 
body-thumping beats 
of house music. 

That is, until the 
festivities morphed into 
drug-fueled bacchana-
lias that required am-
bulances with the same 
regularity that had once 
been needed at AIDS 
hospices. I fell victim to their excesses, 
and my drug addiction and recovery pro-
cess removed me from HIV advocacy for 
the next several years.

I blinked again and now find myself 
here, sitting in my home office as a man 
in his late 50s. My workspace is populated 
with relics of the epidemic, the walls filled 
with posters from AIDS Walks and photos 
of protests and triumphant arrests. A vast 
collection of name badges from AIDS con-
ferences are strung from a single hook in 
an enormous, colorful bouquet. And ev-
erywhere around me are reminders of the 
missing. Pictures of friends whose faces 
will not age. Borrowed sweaters in the 
closet that need never be returned.

They comfort me, these tangible re-
minders of strife, victory, love, and loss. 
They help me embrace and appreciate my 
life history. 

Most of all, the trauma that had once 
consumed me is now shrouded in the fog 
of a fading dream.

What remains are the wondrous de-
velopments of the present, like treatments 
that have also rendered people with HIV 
non-infectious and the amazing potential 
of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP), a 
pill to prevent someone from contracting 
the virus. The advent of PrEP is the most 
significant prevention advancement in a 

generation. It is just the kind of miracle we 
once prayed for as we sat silently in pews 
at memorial services.

The hand-wringing over how to protect 
young people from HIV infection some-
times bemuses me, particularly our morbid 
fascination with aggressively foisting upon 

them the horrors 
we once endured, 
as if clubbing 
them with hor-
ror stories will 
somehow make 
them rethink their 
youthful trans-
gressions. Our 
h e a r t b r e a k i n g 
past is import-
ant history that 
should be pre-
served. It is not 
a prevention 
strategy.

Our influ-
ence as long-
term survivors 
may be limited, 
but we can find 
meaning and 
e n g a g e m e n t 
as cultural 

elders and mentors. To 
whatever degree young-
er people are receptive, 
we have so much to of-
fer about the nuances of 
treatment, the various 

side effects and the failings of the phar-
maceutical complex that we have rallied 
against so effectively through the years. 

As wearying as our battles have been, 
as unwelcome as we may sometimes feel 
in the modern LGBT movement, we have 
plenty to contribute. We had better do it 
while we still can. 

I am sensitive to the passage of time 
because I have seen lives with great prom-
ise left unfulfilled. I may no longer fear 
dying, but I am sorely afraid of not taking 
full advantage of these precious additional 
years that were once unimaginable. Re-
grets, the things unsaid and undone, are 
what frighten me and urge me onward. 

The mysteries of life and time will be 
revealed in due course. Enlightenment 
awaits. All we have to do is blink. t

mark S. King was named by HiV equal 
as “One of 13 legendary activists in the 
Fight against HiV.” He hopes our readers 
recognized National HiV long-Term Sur-
vivors awareness day on Tuesday, June 
5th, and attended the Baltimore event 
which commemorates it. 

Babe in woods – 
The author circa 
1985
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Finding Common Ground in 
LGBT Health Centers
By MARK SeGAL
The LGBT medical clinic in Philadelphia, 
Mazzoni Center, which serves more than 
35,000 clients, announced that the board 
had appointed a new CEO. lydia Gonzalez 
Scirarrino, it turns out, is not LGBT, and that 
seemed to distress some people in the City 
of Brotherly Love and Sisterly Affection. How 
could a non-LGBT person head an organiza-
tion that has a majority of its clients from the 
LGBT community?

There seems to be a way to find com-
mon ground on this issue, and it’s possible 
that the answer is already out there. Take 
Washington, DC, as an example. The LGBT 
community clinic there, Whitman-Walker 
Health, has been run by an LGBT ally for 
years. In other words, a straight white male. 
And guess what? There are many other non-
LGBT people across the country running 
organizations that serve mainly LGBT peo-
ple, especially among health and HIV/AIDS 
organizations, but not as many in activist, 
equality or LGBT political organizations.

There are many ways to look at this: 
are these professional heads of nonprofits 
taking the job just for a good payday? Are 
they people who have had a calling on our 
issues? Does their life history add some-
thing to our struggle towards equality and 
diversity? Does it bring us closer to the fight 
for social justice in all areas of this divided 
nation? And the real question in a truly fair 
world should be: are they the most qualified 
person for the position?

Here’s one way to look at it from an-
other community’s perspective: Are there 
any non-African-Americans running Afri-
can-American organizations? Recall Rachel 
Dolezal, who lived as a black woman and 
headed her local NAACP. It caused a nation-

// MARK MY WORDS

al controversy when it was discovered she 
was white – a discussion that still goes on in 
that community today. She finally resigned.

Would that be considered discrimina-
tion? The same goes for Latino, Jewish, and 
Catholic community organizations. Haven’t 
done the research on that, but somehow I 
have a feeling that what happened to Ms. 
Dolezal is the norm. 

There is another factor, however, which 
is that she concealed her background while 
running a rights organization that mostly 
was volunteer-driven, not a health center 
with thousands of clients with medical needs 
and was honest about her background and 
qualifications.

And one last thought: It also might be as 
simple as geography. In a place where the 
LGBT community is still struggling and has 
few such organizations, there might in fact 
be a need for an LGBT executive director, 
since those areas need good LGBT spokes-
people and role models.

The answer is out there, but only if we 
have a civil discussion. Maybe our commu-
nity can lead the way on an issue that many 
communities are also facing. It’s not just the 
LGBT community. Native-American health 
Clinics are headed by non-Native Ameri-
can’s. And even the indigenous communities 
in Alaska have non-indigenous directors. 
We who are still fighting for non-discrimina-
tion, should we be discriminating? Seems 
the issue is qualification, professionalism, 
and a willingness to learn and have a pas-
sion for involvement with the community 
you serve.  t 

mark Segal is publisher of Philadel-
Phia Gay News. His new memoir aNd theN i 
daNced is out now. This was first published 
in the PhiladelPhia iNqUirer.
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Running to Keep 
Our Seat at the Table
By BOB FORd
I am running to retain my position on the 
Howard County Democratic Central Com-
mittee. As such, I am the only openly 
LGBTQ candidate in the race that consists 
of 30 candidates. It is vital that the central 
committee, whose principal task among 
others is to find and support progressive 
Democrats, have LGBTQ representation. 

While others may profess their full sup-
port for LGBT rights and equality, being 
actually LGBTQ and having lived through 
the journey of coming out and dealing with 
issues that directly impact the LGBTQ 
population make me uniquely qualified to 
represent and promote LGBTQ interests.

I am an active member of PFLAG-How-
ard County and I serve on the Howard 
County Human Rights Commission, the 
#OneHoward steering committee and the 
county executive’s LGBT 
Round Table.

To be clear, I am in 
no way suggesting that I 
be voted to remain on the 
central committee solely 
because I’m gay. There’s 
more to me than that.

In addition to being a 
hard-working, fair-minded, 
pragmatic, and calming 
voice of reason on the cen-
tral committee these past 
four years, I had earned my 
proven progressive bona fides long before 
the word “progressive” entered our politi-
cal lexicon. 

I am a pro-labor, pro-civil rights, 
pro-human rights, pro-LGBT rights, pro-
choice, pro-gun reform, pro-environment, 
pro-universal health care, and pro-eco-
nomic opportunity Democrat ever since I 
became active in the political process and 
have never wavered. And I continue to 
fight for inclusion, openness, and equality, 
not exclusion.

During Democratic elections I have 
been a tireless participant and have helped 
numerous local candidates by burning 
shoe leather door-knocking on their be-
half, literature dropping, phone banking, 
envelope stuffing, working the polls, sign 
holding, marching in neighborhood pa-
rades for local Democrats, staffing tables 
at a spectrum of events, participating in 
Black Lives Matter demonstrations, and 
contributing a good deal of money towards 
candidates’ campaigns. 

So I am not just simply wrapping myself 
in the rainbow flag. Yet, for way too long, 
LGBT people have been marginalized and 
shunned by the major political parties. It 
was not until the Obama presidency when 
the LGBTQ community was finally invited 
to the table. I am running to fight for our 
rightful place.

The LGBTQ community is a key and 
growing component of the Howard County 
and Maryland Democratic Party. The lat-
est estimates indicate there are at least 
9,000 voters in Howard County who identi-
fy as LGBT. Adding in our families, friends, 
co-workers, neighbors and allies, we have 
emerged as a potent coalition within the 
party. 

Moreover, Howard County was among 
the leading jurisdictions in Maryland to 

have defeated Question 6 
– a referendum that would 
have undone the Maryland 
legislature’s passage of a 
law that legalized same-
sex marriage in 2012 – by 
a significant 59% to 41% 
margin. I believe that ac-
ceptance of LGBTQ peo-
ple has further increased 
over the past six years 
thus strengthening the 
LGBTQ coalition.

Despite the important 
gains stemming from mar-
riage equality and gen-
der identity protections, 
so much work remains 
to combat bullying in our 
schools including cyber 
bullying, fighting discrim-
ination in the foster care 

and juvenile justice systems and home-
lessness among LGBTQ youth, to name a 
few.

For all these reasons it is imperative 
that there is a voice on the Howard County 
Democratic Central Committee to repre-
sent our LGBTQ citizens. This is how How-
ard County can truly move forward.

I am not seeking or accepting contribu-
tions. Please visit and Like my Facebook 
page at Facebook.com/BobFord4HCDC-
C/?hc_ref=ARQp6BBSOSQezXJGrS6c-
MGjP3D3H_b03cIKu6KoLAdSBXkvrFz-
3f2amo-jZ1XfyzHsE&fref=nf for updates 
on the campaign and vote for me on June 
26th. t

1901 Fleet Street  Baltimore, MD 21231
Phone: 410-558-3700 (English) 410-299-2898(Español)

E-mail: LawLutz@aol.com www.lawlutz.com

Law Office of David M. Lutz, P.A.
•Auto Accidents

•Personal Injury

•Criminal Defense

•Workers’ Compensation

•DUI/DWI

•Traffic Court

Se Habla Español

Bob Ford – 
Seeking 
reelection to the 
Howard County 
Democratic 
Central 
Committee
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In February 2005, 
she won the title of Miss 
Club Phoenix 2005, and 
she represented that ti-
tle to the fullest extent. 
For those of you who 
knew Lady Lisa, you 
would agree that there 
was nothing she wouldn’t 
do for her family, friends, 
or the community. Along 
with her infectious smile, 
warmth, and open arms, 
if you needed a perform-
er for your show or event, 
all you had to do was ask, 
and she would be there. 
Lady Lisa performed her 
very own type of “drag,” 
while still being a woman. 
She always sang live, and 
she had the voice of an an-
gel. She loved to sing, and 
would perform whenever 
she could, whether on stage, or at karaoke.

Lady Lisa was an especially committed 
member of our community... she was way 
more than what would call an “ally.” She found 
her way into our community where she was 
welcomed with open arms, and in return, she 
opened her heart to the community. If you 

THinKinG OuTLOud

As mentioned in our previous issues, Bal-
timore OUTloud is proud to launch a new 
feature column entitled “The Story of Us” in 
our Pride 2018 Issue. Continuing the tradi-
tion of the many historians who have come 
before us, we would like to bring to you, our 
readers, the stories of our history. These 
stories and memories will highlight Balti-
more’s LGBTQ community that has come 
before us. They will give the insight on how 
we have come so far, and who’s had a hand 
in making things happen.

If you have a story to tell, we would love 
to hear from you. Send an email to thesto-
ryofus@baltimoreoutloud.com, and tell us 
your history. Please include you name and 
phone number so we can respond back to 
you. That information is for our use only. 

For our inaugural story, we’d like to in-
troduce you to the story of Lady Lisa and 
her gift to the Baltimore’s LGBTQ communi-
ty. Since her passing in 2010, she has been 
missed by many, but her light shines even 
brighter one Sunday each year in June. 
Thank you, Lady Lisa, for what you did and 
in your memory Sunday in the park we will 
all be thinking about you as we watch the 
entertainment at the Drag Stage

ON SEPTEmbEr 10TH, 2010, our community 
lost a very special Lady. Lady Lisa passed on 
from this world at the age of only 38.

i first met lady lisa [alisha Catrina Wright] 

at the Club Phoenix in the old Allegro location. 
Lady Lisa was an amazing woman who always 
had a smile on her face, and that smile would 
spread to everyone around her.

Remembering 
Lady Lisa – 
Alisha Catrina 
Wright

The Story of Us were trying to raise 
money for a charity, 
for travel funds, for 
production expens-
es, etc., she was 
there to help – no 
questions asked.

In 2009, we re-
ceived Lady Lisa’s 
biggest gift to the 
community ever. 
She found out that 
there might not be 
a Drag Stage in 
the park for Balti-
more Pride due to 
a lack of funding. 
So what did she 
do? She single-
handedly lead a 
fundraising drive, 
bringing together 
Baltimore drag 

queens and drag kings, the 
leather community, and oth-
er performers, at numerous 
bars and venues in and 
around the Baltimore area, 
to raise all of the funds nec-

essary to insure that Baltimore Pride would 
have a Drag Stage in the park! I must not fail 
to point out, that she did all of this in less than 
seven weeks prior to Baltimore Pride. This 
may have been her greatest achievement 
for our community, but it was still only one of 
many. Lady Lisa is sadly missed by our com-
munity, her family, her friends, and me! She 
was taken away from us way too soon ... but 
she must have been needed elsewhere. We 
Love You, Lady Lisa!

The above is an adaptation written by 
Paulie Treadway of an article by mark Hunt-
er after lady lisa’s passing. mark and i were 
both very close friends with lady lisa. We love 
her and miss her so very much! and we thank 
the powers that be, that we were blessed to be 
a part of her journey on this earth. t

410-727-1112  •  chasecourt.com
1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD

Owned and Operated by David Egan, 
wedding columnist for BaltimoreOUTloud.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook at
ChaseCourtWeddingVenue

• ArchitecturAlly-stunning 
wedding venue • 

• indOOR & OuTdOOR wedding 
CeReMOnieS, ReCePTiOnS, 

And eLOPeMenTS •
• OveR 30 SAMe-Sex weddingS 

SinCe 2013 • 

“In 2009, we received 
Lady Lisa’s biggest 

gift to the community 
ever. She found out that 

there might not be a 
Drag Stage in the park 
for Baltimore Pride due 
to a lack of funding. So 

what did she do? She 
singlehandedly lead a 

fundraising drive.”
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Baltimore OUTloud
Wishes Everyone a 

Safe and Happy Pride

Baltimore OUTloud
Wishes Everyone a 

Safe and Happy Pride
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Please see Important Facts about BIKTARVY, 
including important warnings, on the following page.

BIKTARVY is a 1-pill, once-a-day complete HIV-1 treatment for adults who 
are either new to treatment or whose healthcare provider determines they 
can replace their current HIV-1 medicines with BIKTARVY. 

BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

Get HIV support by 
downloading a free app
at MyDailyCharge.com

BIKTARVY is a 1-pill, once-a-day complete HIV-1 treatment for adults who 
are either new to treatment or whose healthcare provider determines they 

KEEP
EMPOWERING.

Because HIV doesn’t change who you are.

Ask your healthcare provider if BIKTARVY is right for you. 

BIKTARVY.COM

What is BIKTARVY®?
BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day 
prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults. 
It can either be used in people who have never taken 
HIV-1 medicines before, or people who are replacing 
their current HIV-1 medicines and whose healthcare 
provider determines they meet certain requirements. 

BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. HIV-1 is 
the virus that causes AIDS. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information 
I should know about BIKTARVY?

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects:

}  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you 
have both HIV-1 and HBV and stop taking BIKTARVY, 
your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do not stop 
taking BIKTARVY without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to monitor 
your health.

Who should not take BIKTARVY?

Do not take BIKTARVY if you take:

}   dofetilide 

}   rifampin 

}   any other medicines to treat HIV-1 

What are the other possible side effects 
of BIKTARVY?

Serious side effects of BIKTARVY may also include:

}  Changes in your immune system. Your immune system 
may get stronger and begin to fi ght infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms 
after you start taking BIKTARVY.

}   Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 
healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to 
check your kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney 
problems, they may tell you to stop taking BIKTARVY.

}   Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is 
a serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to death.

 
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get 
these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than 
usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath 
or fast breathing, stomach pain with nausea and 
vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or 
lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

}  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead 
to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days 
or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

The most common side effects of BIKTARVY in clinical 
studies were diarrhea (6%), nausea (5%), and headache 
(5%). Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side 
effects that bother you or don’t go away. 

What should I tell my healthcare provider 
before taking BIKTARVY?

}  All your health problems. Be sure to tell your 
healthcare provider if you have or have had any 
kidney or liver problems, including hepatitis 
virus infection.

}  All the medicines you take, including prescription 
and over-the-counter medicines, antacids, laxatives, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. BIKTARVY and 
other medicines may affect each other. Keep a list 
of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist, and ask if it is safe to take 
BIKTARVY with all of your other medicines. 

}   If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is 
not known if BIKTARVY can harm your unborn baby. 
Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant 
while taking BIKTARVY.

}   If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to 
breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. HIV-1 can be passed 
to the baby in breast milk.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects 
of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/
medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

BVYC0024_BFTAF_B_9-875x9-6_BaltimoreOUTloud_KeepEmpowering_r2v2jl.indd   1-2 6/1/18   10:22 AM
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IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about 
BIKTARVY® and does not replace talking to your healthcare 
provider about your condition and your treatment.
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including: 
•   Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you have both 

HIV-1 and HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop 
taking BIKTARVY. Do not stop taking BIKTARVY without first 
talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check 
your health regularly for several months.

ABOUT BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription medicine 
used to treat HIV-1 in adults. It can either be used in people 
who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before, or people who are 
replacing their current HIV-1 medicines and whose healthcare 
provider determines they meet certain requirements.  
BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. HIV-1 is the virus that 
causes AIDS. 
Do NOT take BIKTARVY if you also take a medicine 
that contains:
•  dofetilide 
•  rifampin 
•  any other medicines to treat HIV-1

BEFORE TAKING BIKTARVY

Tell your healthcare provider all your medical conditions, 
including if you:
•   Have or have had any kidney or liver problems, including hepatitis 

infection.
•  Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•   Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 

breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 
to your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•   Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter 

medicines, antacids, laxatives, vitamins, and herbal supplements, 
and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.

•   Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that 
interact with BIKTARVY.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About BIKTARVY” section.
• Changes in your immune system.
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
•   Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a 

serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell 
your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: 
weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle 
pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or 
lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.

•      Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell 
your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: 
skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” 
urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or 
longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

•      The most common side eff ects of BIKTARVY in clinical studies 
were diarrhea (6%), nausea (5%), and headache (5%). 

These are not all the possible side effects of BIKTARVY. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you have any new symptoms while 
taking BIKTARVY.
Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your 
health before and during treatment with BIKTARVY.

HOW TO TAKE BIKTARVY

Take BIKTARVY 1 time each day with or without food. 

GET MORE INFORMATION

•   This is only a brief summary of important information about 
BIKTARVY. Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist to 
learn more.

•   Go to BIKTARVY.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5.
•   If you need help paying for your medicine, visit BIKTARVY.com 

for program information.

BVYC0024_BFTAF_B_9-875x9-6_BaltimoreOUTloud_KeepEmpowering_r2v2jl.indd   3 6/1/18   10:22 AM
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The Law
Linda A. Dominguez

& You

newS // NATIONAL

lic accommodations law. See Newman v. 
Piggy Park enterprises (1968); see also 
Hurley v. irish-american Gay, lesbian and 
Bisexual Group of Boston,  (1995) (“Provi-
sions like these are well within the State’s 
usual power to enact when a legislature 
has reason to believe that a given group 
is the target of discrimination, and they do 
not, as a general matter, violate the First or 
Fourteenth Amendments”).

“When it comes to weddings, it can be 
assumed that a mem-
ber of the clergy who 
objects to gay mar-
riage on moral and re-
ligious grounds could 
not be compelled to 
perform the ceremony 
without denial of his 
or her right to the free 
exercise of religion. 
This refusal would be well understood in 
our constitutional order as an exercise 
of religion, an exercise that gay persons 
could recognize and accept without se-
rious diminishment to their own dignity 
and worth. Yet if that exception were not 
confined, then a long list of persons who 
provide goods and services for marriages 
and weddings might refuse to do so for 
gay persons, thus resulting in a communi-
ty-wide stigma inconsistent with the history 
and dynamics of civil rights laws that en-
sure equal access to goods, services, and 
public accommodations.”

Clearly, this was not a case where the 
couple required the baker to attend the 
wedding reception in a church or other 
religious facility. Justice Kennedy also dis-
cussed what would constitute a violation of 
free speech and found that there was no 
violation in this particular case.

“If a baker refused to design a special 
cake with words or images celebrating the 
marriage – for instance, a cake showing 
words with religious meaning – that might 
be different from a refusal to sell any cake 
at all. In defining whether a baker’s cre-

—continued from page 1

The Baker and 
the Colorado 
Civil Rights 

Commission

ation can be protected, these details might 
make a difference. The same difficulties 
arise in determining whether a baker has a 
valid free exercise claim. A baker’s refusal 
to attend the wedding to ensure that the 
cake is cut the right way, or a refusal to put 
certain religious words or decorations on 
the cake, or even a refusal to sell a cake 
that has been baked for the public gener-
ally but includes certain religious words or 
symbols on it are just three examples of 
possibilities that seem all but endless.”

Justice Kennedy clearly and concisely 
found that CCRC, in the public hearings 
held to discuss the case, did not act as a 
neutral and unbiased arbiter of the facts. 
Rather, several of the commissioners 
made clear that they viewed the baker’s re-
ligious beliefs with animosity that violated 
the rule of law concerning discrimination 
cases.

“The Civil Rights Commission’s treat-
ment of his case has some elements of a 
clear and impermissible hostility toward 
the sincere religious beliefs that motivat-
ed his objection…. At several points during 
its meeting, commissioners endorsed the 

view that religious 
beliefs cannot le-
gitimately be car-
ried into the public 
sphere or commer-
cial domain, implying 
that religious beliefs 
and persons are less 
than fully welcome in 
Colorado’s business 

community. One commissioner suggested 
that Phillips can believe ‘what he wants 
to believe,’ but cannot act on his religious 
beliefs ‘if he decides to do business in the 
state.’

“[A]nother commissioner made spe-
cific reference to the previous meeting’s 
discussion but said far more to disparage 
Phillips’ beliefs. The commissioner stated:

‘I would also like to reiterate what we 
said in the hearing or the last meeting. 
Freedom of religion and religion has 
been used to justify all kinds of discrim-
ination throughout history, whether it 
be slavery, whether it be the holocaust, 
whether it be – I mean, we – we can list 
hundreds of situations where freedom of 
religion has been used to justify discrim-
ination. And to me it is one of the most 
despicable pieces of rhetoric that people 
can use to – to use their religion to hurt 
others.’

“To describe a man’s faith as ‘one of 
the most despicable pieces of rhetoric that 
people can use’ is to disparage his religion 

in at least two distinct ways: by describing 
it as despicable, and also by characteriz-
ing it as merely rhetorical – something in-
substantial and even insincere. The com-
missioner even went so far as to compare 

Phillips’ invocation of his sincerely held reli-
gious beliefs to defenses of slavery and the 
Holocaust. This sentiment is inappropriate 
for a Commission charged with the solemn 
responsibility of fair and neutral enforce-
ment of Colorado’s antidiscrimination law – 
a law that protects discrimination on the ba-

sis of religion as well as sexual orientation.”
Justice Kennedy overturned the deci-

sion of the CCRC because it had violated 
the right of the bakery to a fair and neutral 
enforcement of the law based on their own 
discriminatory attitude towards the baker’s 
religion – “The Commission’s hostility was 
inconsistent with the First Amendment’s 
guarantee that our laws be applied in a 
manner that is neutral toward religion.” 
There is nothing in the majority decision 
that can lead someone to believe that the 
US Supreme Court has taken the position 
that LGBTQ people can, and should, be dis-
allowed services or business based solely 
on their sexual orientation. This decision 
was a slap in the face of the CCRC because 
of the commissioners’ own bigotry. t

“There is nothing in 
the majority decision 

that can lead someone 
to believe that the US 
Supreme Court has 

taken the position that 
LGBTQ people can, and 
should, be disallowed 
services or business 
based solely on their 
sexual orientation.”
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and hepatitis; bacteria such as gonorrhea, 
chlamydia, and syphilis; and parasites like 
Giardia.

Secondly, a person infected with one 
strain of HIV can still become infected with 
other strains. This is uncommon, but when 
it occurs, viral resistance can develop, and 
disease progression to AIDS or death can 
occur much faster. 

Can viruses pass through 
condoms?

Dear Dr. Eva,
I heard that HIV and other viruses can 

get through pores in latex condoms be-
cause viruses are so much smaller than 
sperm. Is that true?

Wondering

Dear Wondering,
No, it isn’t true. Latex is a continuous 

solid surface. It has no pores – that’s what 

When is it Okay 
Not to Use a 
Condom?

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

makes it so effective. Multiple scientif-
ic studies have shown that the HIV virus 
cannot pass through latex condoms. The 
condom is 100 percent effective unless it 
tears. When a condom is worn, infections 
can only be passed if the condom breaks, 
tears, or slips off. Tearing and breaking 
happen when condoms have been stored 
in a hot place, have passed the expiration 
date, or are worn too tightly with no space 
left at the end to hold ejaculate (cum). 
Don’t believe these myths. Wear a condom 
– it can save your life.

He’s finally undetectable – can 
we stop using condoms?

Dear Dr. Eva,
My partner is HIV positive. I am HIV 

negative. We are monogamous. Since the 
HIV virus is not detectable in his blood, is it 
safe for us to stop using condoms? 

Discordant Pair

dear discordant,
It’s great that your partner is now unde-

tectable. As long as he has no detectable 
virus, it is very unlikely that he will pass the 

QuALiTy OF LiFe // HEalTH aND WEllNESS

“A person infected with 
one strain of HIV can 
still become infected 
with other strains. 

This is uncommon, but 
when it occurs, viral 

resistance can develop, 
and disease progression 

to AIDS or death can 
occur much faster.”

HIV virus to you. There have been a few 
cases reported in which an undetectable 
person passed the virus on to a partner, 
but this is extremely rare. It’s up to you to 
decide whether a very small risk of infec-
tion is as good as no risk of infection (when 
you use condoms.)

If one is good, are two better?

Dear Dr. Eva,
Will wearing two condoms protect me 

better than one?
Double Safe

Dear DS,
Nope. Wearing two condoms is actu-

ally less effective than wearing one. If you 
wear more than one condom at a time, 
the condoms are more likely to break or 
slip off. This is true of wearing two “male” 
(penis) condoms at once or if wearing a 
“male” and a “female” (vaginal or anal) 
condom together. Use just one condom at 
a time, check the date to make sure it is 
not expired, and do not use it if it has been 
stored in a hot place like a glove compart-
ment or a wallet.

How about now – it okay not to 
use a condom in this case?

Dear Dr. Eva,
Why do two HIV-positive people have 

to use condoms with each other?
JD

Dear JD,
There are two reasons why it is dan-

gerous for HIV positive people to be ex-
posed to each other’s body fluids – espe-
cially semen, blood, 
and feces.

In the first 
place, because 
they are at 
greater risk for 
infection, peo-
ple with HIV 
should avoid 
contact with any-
one’s body flu-
ids, whether the 
other person is 
HIV positive or 
not. Having HIV 
puts a person at 
greater risk for picking up 
sexual infections, including viruses such 
as herpes, HPV (the genital wart virus), 

Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

Follow-up question

Okay, what if one of the two people got 
HIV from the other? Then they have the 
same strain, so it should be okay, right? 

JD

Sorry, JD – it’s still not a good idea. 
The HIV virus mutates (changes) often. 
Every infected person carries multiple 
strains of the HIV virus. So you can get a 
second strain of infection from the partner 
who infected you in the first place. The HIV 
virus mu- tates (chang-

es) very fast 
in a person’s 
body – so 
fast that the 
virus that 
a person 
became in-
fected with, 
even a 
month ago, 
isn’t the 
same virus 
they are in-
fected with 
today. t

eva Hersh, md, 
is a Baltimore family physician. Please send 
questions and comments to her by email 
at dr.eva@baltimoreoutloud.com
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your mood, get ready to burst that bubble. 
A positive and happy mood is what we can 
cultivate by having a handle on our own 
and therefore controllable attitudes. This is 
no small feat because we are all dealing 
with all kinds of negative events through 
our lives. There are disappointments, acci-
dents, illnesses, gifts expected and not re-
ceived, nasty comments by other people, 
on an on. Yet, there are also kind gestures 
by strangers, loving comments by friends, 
promotions, or unexpected gifts too. 

Just saw a card that said: An optimist 
sees a glass half full of wine; a pessimist 
sees it as half empty. And an opportunist 
says: Free wine! This is the key to achiev-
ing contentment and happiness. Circum-
stances may make a little bit of change in 
how we feel. We can make a huge 

dent in our mood 
by focusing on 
caring for our-
selves specifi-
cally by getting 
enough sleep, 
eating healthy 
and exercis-
ing, and then 
examining our 
beliefs. This is 
at the heart of 
cognitive ther-
apy. 

If you fo-
cus on what 
is going good 
in your life, 
and practice 
g r a t i t u d e , 
you move 

your mood in a 
positive direction. Yes, let’s not deny that 

life can be full of all kinds of challenges 
creating stress. But this is not a 0% to 
100% game. We have minds with that fan-
tastic capacity to think, sort through and 
find what is satisfying and joyful. The cou-
ple I mentioned was successful in this: In-
stead of obsessing over and blaming each 
other, they started to make a list of what 
they love in one another, and in the pro-
cess, zeroed in on the source of the dis-
tress that was a misinterpretation.

I would encourage you to take time 
at the end of each day to list what good 
things happened that day, and what you 
appreciate in the people around you. To 
rewire our brain, we need to remind it of 
the positive, so it becomes more alert to it. 
That will also influence how our relation-
ships will have a sunnier disposition. t

Relationship 
Builder: 

Positive Mood
There are many self-help books on how 
to improve your relationships, love life, 
or friendships. Let’s take a look at what 
we can do for ourselves because how we 
feel definitely affects those in our lives. 
I just listened to 
a couple who re-
alized that some 
mornings, one of 
them got up in a 
foul mood and then 
the whole day went 
downhill for both 
of them because 
the other person 
resented having to 
deal with this which 
he saw as no fault of 
his own. So how was 
the first person deal-
ing with his negative 
mood?

According to 
psychologist Son-
ja Lyubomirsky, our 
thoughts, beliefs, and 
actions that are within 
our control make up 40% of the reason for 
a happy mood. The rest, meaning what we 
can’t control, has to do with genes (50%) 

and circumstances (10%). So, if you think 
that situational factors like buying better 
clothes, or making more money will change 

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.
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Out patient physical therapy practice  
with a focus on manual therapy, 

health and wellness, treating various 
physical ailments.

Out patient physical therapy practice  
with a focus on manual therapy, 

health and wellness, treating various 
physical ailments.
CHARLES DUDLEY
Dudley Physical Therapy @ Spunk Fitness, Golden Ring
Your Success is My Goal
8502 Kelso Dr. 21221
ph. 443-742-0019   •  fx. 443-345-3414

“To rewire our brain, 
we need to remind it 
of the positive, so it 
becomes more alert 
to it. That will also 
influence how our 

relationships will have 
a sunnier disposition.”
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wrap around those openings and create 
valves for us to control what goes out (or 
in) those openings. Urethra, vagina, and 
rectum are in part controlled by the pelvic 
floor muscles. Excess body weight cre-
ates more downward pressure on the pel-
vic floor muscles causing them to stretch 
out over time. We also tend to forget that 
these muscles exist and forget to exercise 
them as we get older allowing them to get 
lazy, weak, and stretched out. Kegels are 
the daily gym exercises for the pelvic floor 
muscles and yes, you can add weights. 

How do you do a kegel? A lot of times I 
find that people are too vigorous and try to 
fire all of their muscles at the same time, 
especially the gluteals and abdominals. It’s 
not that complicated. Sit quietly in a chair 
with good back support. This will allow you 
to focus on the correct muscles. Place your 
hands on your pubic symphysis (Be mind-
ful of your environment, don’t want you 
getting arrested!) Think about your anus. 
Gently try to lift the anus up toward your 
pubic symphysis, using your hands as a 
cue for where you are going. Glutes should 
be relaxed as well as your abdominals. 
Congratulations! You just did a kegel! Re-
peat in standing after you get good at do-
ing them sitting down. Half of people who 
are doing kegels are doing them wrong 
and to their surprise getting no results. 

Sex. The good stuff! There are oth-
er muscles that work with the pelvic floor 
muscles. Bulbocavernosus and ischiocav-
ernosus are two of them, and whether you 
have a house or furniture, you have these 
muscles which will be key in getting and 
maintaining an erection, as well as the la-
bia and clitoris.

The next ques-
tion: Should you do a 
kegel? If you are like 
me, no. My pelvic floor 
stays elevated and 
tight due to my quirky 
neurology. In these 
cases down training 
and relaxation is the 
key. This is a common 
problem in cross fit. 

If you have any 
questions about kegels and if 
they are right for you, please 
feel free to reach out to me. 
This is where a pelvic physical 

therapist’s Kung Fu is strong! t
charles can be found at dudley Phys-

ical Therapy inside Spunk Fitness (8502 
Kelso drive in essex). call or text 443-
742-0019 or email charles@dudleypt.com.

What is a Kegel 
and Should 

I Do It?
We have all heard about Kegels. It is what 
women do so they don’t dribble after hav-
ing a baby, right? Yes, this is correct, but 
there is a lot more to it than that and when 
you break it down and really look at what is 
going on with a kegel, it has an impact not 
just on staying dry (yellow hanky) but also 
for staying clean (brown hanky) as well as 
sexual function.

The purpose of kegels is to strength-
en the pelvic floor muscles. “But what are 
pelvic floor muscles?” They are a group of 
muscles at the bottom of the body/torso 
that create a sling (not that kind of sling 
… .naughty!) called the levator ani mus-
cles which help keep our insides … inside! 
They also have two or three openings, de-
pending on your expressed gender. These 
muscles start at the pubic symphysis and 
run to the coccyx (tail bone). To find your 
pubic symphysis I like to use the expres-
sion that “men” have furniture, “women” 
have houses. If you have a uterus then go 
with the later analogy. Go to the roof of the 
house or just above your 
furniture and find the 
hard bone. You may get 
some odd looks if you 
are doing this whilst in a 
cafe but may be offered 
a hand if at Leon’s or the 
Eagle! Now that you have 
found this bone you now 
know where your pelvic 
floor muscles start. The 
coccyx is at the base of 
the spine, nestled between your butt 
cheeks, and this is where they end. This 
is just part of the picture. While these 
muscles make up the sling that keeps 
everything inside, the hip muscles come 
along from the sides and create the walls. 
Our “sling” of support is now a “basket” of 
support. 

Where do kegels come into this? Re-
member those two or three openings I 
mentioned earlier? Pelvic floor muscles 

By AAROn CAHALL
chase Brexton Health care
Elder Pride will return to Druid Hill Park at 
the upcoming Baltimore Pride Festival on 
June 17th, the second straight year that 
the LGBT Health Resource Center will of-
fer LGBT elders the chance to connect with 
their community, receive important infor-
mation and resources, and reflect on their 
journey.

The Elder Pride tent will once 
again be located in Druid 
Hill Park on Swann Drive, 
near the Family Pride loca-
tion. Attendees will have the 
chance to add themselves 
to a timeline of LGBT histo-
ry, celebrate their “coming 
out” anniversary in an “Out 
Proud” photo booth, and re-
ceive free testing, resourc-
es, and swag.

We asked Monte 
Ephraim, lCSW-C, manag-
er of behavioral health ser-
vices and LGBT older adult 
programming at the LGBT 
Health Resource Center, for 
additional details about the 
Elder Pride celebration.

How was elder Pride re-
ceived last year?

Elder PriDE was em-
braced with open arms last year, a recep-
tion that guaranteed it a place in our annual 
celebration – it’s amazing what additional 
shade, padded seating, and cold water 
can do. Seriously, though, we had an un-
intended but welcomed intergenerational 
event, and we hope to see that same joy-
ous atmosphere and integration this year. 
Our elders and youth both recognized the 
opportunity to reflect and learn from each 
other’s shared stories. There was laughter 
and emotion, questions and answers, new 
connections forged and old acquaintances 
reunited. 

what’s new at elder Pride this year?
In addition to our great events from last 

year, this time around we’re also hosting 
a resource clinic that offers everyone from 
18 to 118 the chance to learn about the 
importance of advanced planning and di-
rectives in the LGBT Community – it’s part 
of our “Don’t Give Your Power Away” cam-
paign and funded by a grant from the Mary-
land Department of Health. It’s important 
to make your voice heard when it comes to 
your medical care; what should be routine 

for everyone is often not so easy for mem-
bers of our community. To help individuals 
further take charge of their own health and 
wellness, this year the POWEr Project of 
Chase Brexton Health Care will have their 
mobile testing unit conveniently located 
next to our tent offering hepatitis C and 
HIV screening. And as always, there’s the 
opportunity to break out in spontaneous 
dance – at your own risk! 

why is it im-
portant to cele-
brate elder Pride 
as part of Balti-
more Pride?

Our LGBT el-
ders are the fab-
ric that, over the 
years, wove the 
celebration we 
know as Pride. 
Our community 
is one of inclu-
sion, and LGBT 
elders continue 
to be both our 
history and our 
future. There is 
still much work 
to be done, so 
it’s important to 

remember those 
who came before and 
keep their history alive 
to build on the progress 

they’ve made.
How can attendees travel to elder 

Pride? 
Thanks to a partnership we forged last 

year with Action in Maturity, we are once 
again offering the Elder Express van, 
which will shuttle age 50-plus attendees 
between the Pride Festival and Chase 
Brexton’s Mount Vernon Center at 1111 
North Charles Street. Seating is limited 
and reservations are required; please call 
410-837-2050 x1049 for more information, 
or visit Tinyurl.com/PrideExpress. 

For more info on Elder Pride, visit 
Chasebrexton.org/elderpride, or contact 
the LGBT Health Resource Center at 
lgbt@chasebrexton.org or 410-837-2050 
x1049. t

chase Brexton’s lGBT Health re-
source center provides access to expert 
health information and resources that will 
enhance wellness and quality of life. For 
more info, it’s resourcecenter.lgbt
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Monte ephraim – 
Cheerleader for 
Elder Pride

Elder PRIDE Returning to Pride 
Festival in Druid Hill Park on June 17th Gap

 Charles Dudley

Mending
the

Squeeze, 
please!



BALTiMORe OuTLOud    jUNE 8, 2018 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm  t  25 

IF YOU WANT A
SINGING CAREER,
STAY AWAY FROM
SECONDHAND SMOKE.

Ellie, Age 57
Her partner, Karen
Florida

#CDCTips

Ellie’s severe asthma attacks were triggered by secondhand smoke at work. 
She and her partner have to live with its effects forever. If you or someone you 

know wants free help to quit smoking, call 1-800-QUIT-NOW.
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are you going to your first Pride celebration? 
Wow! You are in for quite an experience. Our 
community, the LGBTQ community, is as di-
verse as the letters used to describe it. 

We are every color of the rainbow, ev-
ery religion, political affiliation. We are small, 
large, tall, and short. We dress in business 
clothes, casual attire, and costumes. We be-
long to clubs, teams, social groups, and many 
of us are loners. 

At Pride celebrations, well, we look like 

Whatever, 
Wherever You 

Are, You’re 
Welcome

every and any combination. If you are going 
to a celebration for the first time, keep an open 
mind, welcoming thoughts, and a big smile.  I 
don’t have the exact words to prepare you. 
Just be open to the new experience. Know 
that you are not the only newby there. You 
will not be. And if you think that by showing 
up people will assume you are a member of 
the community, you are wrong. Many of our 
allies in the straight community will be there 
celebrating with us.

Take time to look around you. Take in 
all that you can. There will be vendors from 
churches, civic groups, PFLAG, businesses, 
sports clubs, and politicians (it is an election 
year). Too many to list. There will be music 
and entertainment, food and beverages, 
items to purchase.

Wow, it looks like any other street fair or 
neighborhood gathering. What a surprise? It 
looks familiar and yet so strange. Don’t judge 
the difference. Embrace it. Whether you are 
one of the many alphabet letters or straight, 
you will find others that are just like you. 

I often teach that you should live by the 
golden rule, do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you. Well, that applies to 
Pride. Keep your judging eyes in check. Do 
not discriminate against others. Do not use 

this opportunity to hold yourself up and put 
others down, or pick apart what you see. Em-
brace the difference of our vast community. 
We all have things to offer.  What it comes 
down to is that, if you really look at us you 
will see that we are your brothers and sisters, 
your teachers, politicians, parishioners, of-
fice workers, police, fire and rescue workers, 
aunts and uncles, parents and grandparents, 
and even your clergy (just like me).

If you are in the closet, you are welcome. 
If you haven’t even decided who you are, you 
are welcome.

The point I want to make is that – at a 
Pride event you can expect to see any and 
every thing, any and every one, people from 
all walks of life, none of it matters. 

On another subject, though. June will also 
bring primary elections to Maryland. We have 
many politicians running for a few races. The 
ballots will be filled with names running for 
each opening. While you are at Pride, take 
advantage of any campaigner to learn about 
them, to help you make a good decision. 
Does the primary count for anything? You bet 
it does. We need to whittle down the big lists 
to the candidates we want to elect in Novem-
ber. We need to remove those names from 
the lists that don’t care for our community, for 
our rights. 

i am sure you will find some folks there 
that can help you register to vote, if you are 
new to the process. Take advantage of the 
opportunity (don’t be embarrassed if you are 
not yet registered – sign up).  Most important-
ly, get out and vote come June 26th. 

So, you can meet people, visit vendors, 
eat and drink (responsibly), educate yourself, 
be entertained, and just have fun. Pride has 
much to offer in all the communities it will be 
celebrated in. Come out and enjoy! 

Happy Pride month! t

Speaks
Spirit

By Rabbi Jan Dodi

Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 
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835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
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SPIRITUAL DIRECTORY

browndowntown.org
1316 Park Ave., Balt., MD, 21217
410.523.1542

Summer Schedule
Worship, Sunday at 10 a.m.

Christian Education classes 
resume after Labor Day

The Source for the lgbtq community
To advertise in our Spiritual directory

please call 410-802-1310
BaltimoreOutloud.com
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Baltimore Ethical Society
306 W Franklin Street, #102
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-581-2322
baltimoreethicalsociety.org

Bolton Street Synagogue
212 West Coldspring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-235-5354
boltonstreet.org

Brown Memorial Park Avenue 
Presbyterian Church
1316 Park Avenue
Baltimore MD 21217
410-523-1542
browndowntown.org 
Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9402
beittikvah.org

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
811 Cathedral Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-685-1130
emmanueldowntown.org

First and Franklin Street. Presbyterian 
Church
210 W. Madison Street
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545
firstfranklin.org

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore
1 West Hamilton Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-685-2330
firstunitarian.net

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-433-6650
graceunitedmethodist.org 

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Road.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188
govanspres.org

Interfaith Fairness 
Coalition of MD
P.O. Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555
ifcmd.org

MCC of Baltimore
405 West Monument Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
mccbaltimore.org

Memorial Episcopal Church
1407 Bolton Street
Baltimore MD 21217
410-669-0220
memorialepiscopal.org

New Light MCC
40 W. Church Street
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
newlightmcc.com

The Church of the Advent
1301 South Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21230
410-539-7804
advent-baltimore.org

Veritas United Church 
of Christ
22 N Mulberry Street., Suite 113
Hagerstown, MD 21740
240- 310-6891
veritashagerstown.com
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By CHuCK dunCAn
Star Wars fans were concerned but eager 
to see a new movie that picked up where 
the original trilogy ended and were justly re-
warded. The second film in the new trilogy 
was polarizing to say the least, so the mood 
going into the third film is tenuous at best. 
When lucasfilm and Disney announced they 
would start producing spin-off movies set 
in the same universe but not related to the 
ongoing storyline, fans again were worried 
that the studios were going to dilute or “ruin” 
the films they already loved. and then rogue 
One: a Star Wars Story came along and sur-
prised everyone. it was a stand-alone film 
but it actually bridged episode iii and the 
original Star Wars (and to this day I still re-
fuse to call it “Episode iV”).

But more worry set in when the studios 
announced those spin-offs would likely fo-
cus on beloved characters in the franchise in 
their younger years. They have promised us 
a young Obi-Wan Kenobi movie, but they’ve 
kicked off this new series of “A Star Wars 
Story” films with a young Han Solo movie, 

succeeds. But he does meet Beckett 
(Woody Harrelson) and Val (Thandie 
Newton), a couple of soldiers of for-
tune, and pretty much forces his way 
into their little group which is about to 
steal a train car full of highly explo-
sive – and desired – hyperfuel. It’s a 
get rich quick scheme and Han sees 
that as his ticket home. (It should be 
noted that we also learn how Han and 
Chewbacca meet and become the 
best of friends.)

Of course nothing goes as planned 
and Han becomes entangled with vari-
ous forces including Dryden Vos (Paul 
Bettany) and Lando Calirissian (Donald Glov-
er). And there’s another surprise as well – he 
finds Qi’ra now in some kind of relationship 
with Vos, but he’s never really sure where he 
loyalties lie. Working with Beckett to pay back 
a debt to Vos, the pair travel with Qi’ra to get 
a ship, the fastest one they can find, to trans-
port more fuel, and that’s where Lando – and 
the Millennium Falcon – comes in. But can 

they pull all the pieces together before time 
runs out, and one too many double-crosses 
puts our hero in mortal peril?

I had zero expectations going in to Solo: 
a Star Wars Story. Nothing in any of the pre-
views wowed me or made me feel like I had to 
see this movie. But ... perhaps this is a mov-
ie that just doesn’t play well in bits and piec-
es because as a whole it’s absolutely won-
derful. Ron Howard, who worked under the 
direction of George Lucas in 1973’s ameri-
can Graffiti, has certainly learned a thing or 
two during his own directorial career, and he 
somehow manages to completely capture 
the spirit of what Lucas brought to Star Wars 
in 1977. The movie just looks and feels right, 
like it really does take place ten years before 
we ever met Han Solo, and Chewbacca, for 
the first time. my only complaint is a scene 
that relies too heavily on the asteroid scene 
in The empire Strikes Back right down to a 
few bars of the great John Williams music he 
composed for the original scene. I suppose, 
as with some other moments in the film, it is 
meant to telegraph that scene, and perhaps 
a viewing of empire is in order to see if there 
is indeed a thread that ties the two together, 
but at face value it just comes off as a bit of 
a copycat.

Besides the feel of the movie, it really 

l i v e s 
or dies on whoever is cast in the role of Han 
Solo. i was surprised when i heard alden Eh-
renreich was the guy but I was also intrigued. 
I only knew him from Beautiful creatures and 
a wonderful performance in Hail, caesar!, so 
I wasn’t sure how he’d do, especially since he 
really looks (or sounds) nothing like Harrison 
Ford. But you know what – he pulls it off mag-
nificently, perfectly embodying the spirit and 
the character of Han Solo without doing an 
impression of Harrison Ford. It’s a very tricky 
thing to take on a role like this, one that is so 
ingrained in pop culture, but Ehrenreich pulls 
it off brilliantly. After a few minutes, you drop 
the comparisons to Ford and get involved 
with the character. much praise to Ehrenreich 
for making this work.

besides Ehrenreich, the movie has one of 
the finest casts of any Star Wars movie. Harrel-
son, Newton, Clarke and Bettany do wonderful 
work bringing all of these new character to life, 
and they’re not all simple “what you see is what 
you get” characters. Most of them have many 
different layers that are peeled back as the story 
progresses, so there’s always something work-
ing below the surface of what we see that ends 
up surprising us. Glover is also wonderful at 
bringing a younger Lando Calrissian to life, also 
bringing new depth to the charatcter including 
his obsessive love of capes (and he’s apparent-
ly been outed as polyamorous). He’s as much 
of a scoundrel as Solo, but he has a heart too 
which is painfully displayed during one of the 
movie’s more heart-wrenching moments. But 
when all is said and done, Chewbacca practi-
cally steals the movie. Joonas Suotamo steps 
into the furry costume that’s been occupied by 
Peter Mayhew since 1977, and he’s perfection. 
The mannerisms, the head tilts, he’s got it all 
down pat.

Ron Howard and company have truly 
done a magnificent job bringing this story to 
life, and the more I think about it, the more I 
like it. And there is a major bombshell right 
at the film’s conclusion that will have the real 
die-hard fans’ heads spinning. I can’t rec-
ommend the movie enough, and I can’t wait 
to see the further adventures of young Han 
Solo, Chewbacca, and Lando. t

A Spirited Adventure
one of the most loved characters of the fran-
chise. That is a big, bold, risky move that 
could go terribly wrong very easily if things 
aren’t just right 
... and it nearly 
did before the 
original directors 
were fired and 
replaced with 
the reliable Ron 
Howard.

The plot of 
Solo: a Star Wars Story finds our hero Han 
(alden Ehrenreich, and the movie actually 
tells us something interesting about Han’s 
last name) on Corellia, a guy looking for a 
big heist so he can get himself and his girl-
friend Qi’ra (Emilia Clarke) off the planet and 
somewhere the Empire doesn’t control. it’s 
easier said than done and while Han manag-
es to slip past security to a transport, Qi’ra is 
captured. From that point on, Han is focused 
on making enough money to get himself 
back to Corellia to find Qi’ra by any means 
necessary, even including joining the Em-
pire as a pilot, something at which he never 

Solo: A Star 
Wars Story   

wins over 
dubious fans 
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“Glover brings a 
younger Lando 

Calrissian to life, (and 
he’s apparently been 

outed as polyamorous).”

7201 Rossville Blvd.
Call the box office at

443-840-ARTS(2787), or visit
www.ccbcmd.edu/arts

For further details
or to purchase tickets

COCKPIT IN COURT
Summer Theatre

Avenue Q
Friday, June 15
thru Sunday, July 1
Mainstage, Theatre, Arts

Laughter on the 
23rd Floor

Friday, June 16 thru 
Sunday, July 1

Theatre, Arts, Cabaret
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410.783.8000 • BSOMUSIC.ORG

UPCOMING CONCERTS

Join Music Director Marin Alsop and ground-
breaking composers in a celebration of 
contemporary music, featuring an artist talk, 
chamber jam, world premiere and more. 
View the full festival schedule including  
free events at BSOmusic.org/newmusic.

Enjoy an extraordinary fireworks finale after 
the Orchestra performs patriotic scores 
and family favorites. Gates open at 5 pm.

RAIN DATE: WEDNESDAY, JULY 4 | 8 PM

THURSDAY, JUNE 14 • 8 PM
JOSEPH MEYERHOFF SYMPHONY HALL • TICKETS FROM $40

 AUDRA MCDONALD, vocalist • ANDY EINHORN, conductor
Grammy, Emmy and six-time Tony Award-winner Audra McDonald joins the 
BSO in a one-night-only performance! This Broadway leading lady is as much at 
home on stage as she is in film and television, including roles in the NBC live-
telecast of The Sound of Music and Disney's live-action Beauty and the Beast. 

Join us for this special evening! MEDIA
PARTNER:

NEW MUSIC FESTIVAL  JUNE 20-23
 RED EMMA’S • PEABODY CONSERVATORY • MOTOR HOUSE 

JOSEPH MEYERHOFF SYMPHONY HALL

STAR-SPANGLED SPECTACULAR  TUESDAY, JULY 3 | 8 PM  
OREGON RIDGE PARK

LiveLy ARTS // OUT ON STaGE

By FRAnKie KuJAwA
“Provocative. Creatively arousing. Visual-
ly stunning.” These are just some of the 
adjectives that describe recent work by 
burlesque performer Brian Thomas aka 
Tommy Gunn. Baltimore OUTloud recently 
chatted with the performer and Hereford, 
Maryland, native, to discuss his back-
ground as a performer, the inspiration be-
hind his work and some of his upcoming 
performances during Baltimore Pride Sea-
son.

Frankie Kujawa: what inspired you 
to begin performing?

Brian Thomas: I’m a trained musical 

theatre actor and musician. I started in 
the arts when I was about nine years-
old. I trained and played the violin for 
nine years. I always had a venue for 
creative outlets. I always seemed to be 
a performer at all times. I did a lot of 
community theatre in my 20s and I enjoyed 
it, but it takes a lot of time. I’m currently 
a nursing major, and that’s the career I’m 

working towards. However, I still like to 
perform and working with burlesque, as 
well as stage managing for drag shows, al-
lows me to have an outlet for performance 
and still make some money while doing it.

How long have you been doing bur-
lesque shows?

The last five years. It all started with a 
hoola-hoop act I performed on a lark once 
during an intermission. Then, about three 
years ago, I became involved with Bunns 
of Steele Burlesque and directed shows 
with them. 

what’s so unique about the “Tommy 
Gunn: Fully Loaded” show that 
you perform at the Baltimore 
eagle?

A few months ago, I was 
asked to produce an all-male 
show, and I’ve had a lot of fun 
with it. I’ve seen male burlesque 
before. I was asked to create 
something more manly, more 
gritty. We have a lot of shows at 
The Eagle, but we wanted some-
thing that was more masculine, 
for lack of a better word. So, my 
inspiration is much more of a va-
riety show, as I do have a musical 
theatre background. My inspira-
tion isn’t just a “Chippendale’s” 
experience, but it’s immersive. 
Sometimes you’ll see live musi-
cians. I sing all of my numbers … 
that’s my schtick. Also, because 
this is The Eagle, i wanted to in-
corporate fetish and kink into a 
lot of numbers. I believe that we 
are the only male-only burlesque 
show in the region. t

See Thomas at these up-
coming events during Baltimore 
Pride:

LOL: Laugh Out Loud 
– A Baltimore Pride event – 
“chuckle with Bunns of Steele 
and other lGBTQ comedians.” 
– Wednesday, June 13th at 7 pm 

at The Motor House (120 West 
North Avenue, Baltimore)

Tommy Gunn’s Fully 
Loaded: Pride edition – Fri-
day, June 15th at 10 pm at Nest 
Nightclub at the baltimore Ea-
gle (2022 North Charles Street)

Burleoke – Saturday, June 16th at 
9 pm at The Crown (1910 North Charles 
Street, 2nd floor, Baltimore).

Local Burlesque Performer 
Flexes Creative Gunn(s)

Brian 
Thomas
aka
Tommy Gunn
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overly intoxicated. Second, in terms of safety, 
there is one coach for every two throwers. We 
give throwing instructions before you throw, 
and the coach is with you the entire time. The 
third thing is our facilities are built to National 
Axe Federation (NATF) standards, and that 
looks at fencing, spectator barriers, and the 
lane spacing to make sure that we are doing 
everything in the safest environment possi-

ble. 
Could you tell our read-

ers a little about how this 
idea began?

So, the idea all started in 
Canada, and a group of friends went camp-
ing and started throwing axes. They thought, 
“This is awesome.” They set up a target in 
their backyard and invited friends, and it all 
started as a backyard league thing. We then 
brought this concept to the US. I was living in 
Canada at the time and was invited to a fa-
cility there. That was the birth of Urban Axes. 
We’ve been around since 2016. We’re in Phil-
adelphia, Austin, and now Baltimore. Coming 
soon we will be opening locations in Boston, 
Durham, and Cincinnati.

what would you say to someone who 
says they have no athletic skill at throw-
ing axes?

I would tell them that we can teach anyone 
how to throw an axe. It’s not about strength 
and this isn’t about being athletic. We have a 
range of people who come out to throw. We 
have people in wheelchairs. We have 75-year-
old men who have gone as far to have win 
their group’s championship. Tiny old women 
come out to throw. Anyone can do this this! 
Just give us the chance to work with you and 
we can teach you how to throw an axe. t

For more info on Urban axes’ new Bal-
timore location, visit Urbanaxes.com/balti-
more. 

LiveLy ARTS // MUSIC

By BRynn deveReAux
Kick off your summer with the Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra (BSO) as they cele-
brate contemporary classical music during 
their New Music Festival. From June 20th 
to 23rd, Music Director Marin Alsop and 
the BSO will tour Baltimore venues and 
perform pieces 

by Thierry De 
Mey, Du Yun, Dan Visconti, Osvaldo Goli-
jov, and James MacMillan. The festival will 
also feature the world premiere of Kevin 
Puts’s Oboe Concerto, “Moonlight.”

“The BSO’s New Music Festival fo-
cuses on the idea of combining music 
and art in fresh and approachable ways 
by connecting the music of some of the 
most creative composers active today with 
musicians and artists from the Baltimore 
community,” says the BSO’s Ab Sengupta. 
“Through partnerships with local business-
es like red Emma’s, Port Dis-
covery and the Motor House, the 
New Music Festival seeks to en-
liven our community through con-
certs, conversations and parties.”

The festival will begin on 
Wednesday, June 20th with a 
free Composer Talk at red Em-
ma’s Bookstore Coffeehouse. 
Beginning at 7:30 pm, composer 
Dan Visconti will speak about con-
necting music with communities. “A major 
theme in my work has been the exploration 
of musical traditions outside of the classi-
cal mainstream, and how musical folklore 
plays a role in a community’s sense of 
shared identity,” says Visconti. “I’m thrilled 
that the BSO has chosen to feature two 
of my compositions steeped in American 
folk roots: Black Bend for string quintet 
and my tone poem low country Haze for 
full orchestra and glass harmonica. Black 

Bend is based on an old ghost story about 
a haunted stretch of Ohio’s Cuyahoga Riv-
er, assembling a wild and wailing blues 
from a few initial riffs; low country Haze 
imagines a swamp full of natural sounds 
– insects, the wind in the trees, the sound 
of twigs crackling under-

foot – as they grow 
into an ecstatic 
hymn colored by 
southern hymnal 
harmonies, ac-
companied with 
visuals created 
by film artist Si-
mon Tarr.”

On Thursday, 
June 21st at 8 
pm, the festival 
continues at the 
Peabody Insti-
tute’s Griswold 

Hall with a chamber 
music concert co-curated by Alsop and 
cellist Inbal Segev. Motor House’s Graffiti 
Alley will host a free Chamber Jam con-
cert on Friday, June 22nd at 8 pm. Artists 
Shodekeh, OK Miss, and Mind on Fire will 
perform. 

“Motor House is super excited for this 
partnership opportunity with the BSO, to 
present the June 22nd concert in Graffiti 
Alley,” says Andre Mazelin, artistic director 
of the Motor House. “Our mission is to be 
the organization that will always work to 

bridge the divides which ex-
ist, bringing all people of the 
city together, regardless of 
where you rest your head at 
night. When approached by 
the BSO, we felt that having 
a free informal concert in 
the alley was perfect, and 
one of the many ways in 
which we can work to unify 
our neighbors through the 

arts.”
The final leg of the New Music Festival 

takes place at the Joseph Meyerhoff Sym-
phony Hall on Saturday, June 23rd at 8 
pm. The performance is free or pay-what-
you-wish. Arrive early and enjoy a block 
party outside of the Meyerhoff with live en-
tertainment by Dj Dubble Eight and food 
trucks. Maestra Alsop and several of the 
evening’s conductors will hold a Q&A at 7 
pm inside the lobby. For more information, 
visit BSOmusic.org. t

Kick Off Summer with the 
New Music Festival 

if you’re not 
sure how, 
just axe!

// NiGHTliFE

By FRAnKie KuJAwA
“Taking axe throwing out of the woods and 
into the bright lights of the city.” That’s the 
aim of the newest social trend to hit Baltimore 
– Urban Axes. The company’s third location 
(1 North Haven Street, Baltimore; 240-389-
2937) has recently opened to the delight of 
Charm City. By mingling axe throwing and 
the social interaction of a hap-
py hour, birthday celebration, 
or general fun event, Urban 
Axes has brought a fresh 
spin on a fun night out on 
the town. Baltimore OUTloud 
recently chatted with Krista 
Patton, co-founder of Urban 
Axes, who discussed the 
uniqueness of axe throwing, 
the safety measures taken 
for all visitors and why Balti-
more was a prime choice to 
open a new location.

Frankie Kujawa: what 
makes urban Axes so 
unique?

Krista Paton: Today people don’t 
have anything like this, something that allows 
them to get to their primal roots in an urban 
environment. Axe throwing may or may not 
be something you want to do, but then once 
you do it for the first time you get this reward-
ing sensation that you may not often get in 
the normal hustle and bustle of urban life. 

why do you think urban Axes is such 
a great fit for Baltimore?

One thing we really like about Baltimore 
is that it’s an “underdog” city. Philly is anoth-
er example. In both cases, the people that 
live there are really proud of their cities. We 
like the vibe. We wanted to bring Urban Axes 
here for that reason. Now living in Baltimore, 
it seems that people are always looking for 
something fun to do with their friends and 
co-workers. Urban Axes is exactly that place 
that fits that need.

People seem to raise eyebrows when 
they hear there is a social drinking activ-
ity that involves axe throwing. what safe-
ty precautions have urban Axes put into 
place to make this a fun and safe activity?

First, in relation to alcohol, all our people 
are trained in the responsible service of alco-
hol. They’re able to identify anyone that has 
had a little too much. We are strictly beer and 
wine only. No liquor. Our event is only two-
and-a-half hours, in which we teach throw-
ing, everyone playing two-on-two, and then 
a bracket competition. So, there’s so much 
going on that it would be difficult to become 

Baltimore’s New Urban 
Axes Hits Mark
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5–7 p.m. Exhibition Open
6:30 p.m. Doors Open
7 p.m. Concert

SATURDAY, JUNE 2
RAVI COLTRANE QUARTET

SATURDAY, JULY 7
SUN RA ARKESTRA

SATURDAY, JULY 28
LAFAYETTE GILCHRIST QUARTET

Tickets Members Non-Member
 Save 25% or More!

Single Concert  $35 $50
3-Concert Series  $90 $135

Sunny Day Tickets
Call 443-573-1701 after 1 p.m. on the event day for 
additional tickets, available at the BMA Box Office.
For more information, visit artbma.org.

Jazz returns to the Sculpture Garden this summer to pay tribute to  
the artist Jack Whitten. Concert tickets include after-hours entry to 
Odyssey: Jack Whitten Sculpture, 1963-2017.
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By GReGG SHAPiRO
It’s been said before, but it bears repeat-
ing. LGBTQ musicians are making some 
of the most captivating and inspiring mu-
sic out there. Since the beginning of 2018, 
new releases by queer artists such as Jim 
andralis, lucy Dacus, HC mcEntire and 
Sarah Shook rank among the best to be 
heard.

Beginning with the release of her epon-
ymous 2005 debut recording, Brandi Carl-
ile has consistently delivered outstanding 
albums, including The Story and Bear 
creek, that have earned her a devoted fol-
lowing. With a goose-bump raising vocal 
range and the ability to write songs with 
immense emotional impact, Carlile doesn’t 
disappoint with her latest disc By the Way, 
I Forgive You (low Country Sound / Elek-
tra). From the personal lesbian mom tune 
“The Mother” to the queer empowerment 
anthem “The Joke,” Carlile has created 
her most far-reaching set of songs. The 
country-tinged “Every Time i Hear That 
Song” (from which the album gets its ti-
tle), the stomp of “Hold Out Your Hand,” 
the heartbreaking political statement of 

LiveLy ARTS // QMUSIC

“Fulton County Jane Doe,” the addiction 
story-song “Sugartooth,” the back-to-back 
forgiveness theme of “Most of All” and 
“Harder To Forgive,” and the breathtaking 
album closer “Party of One” all 
contribute in making this Carli-
le’s best album to date.

ezra Furman describes 
his brilliant and unforgettable 
new album Transangelic Ex-
odus (Bella Union) as “not a 
concept record, but almost a 
novel, or a cluster of stories 
on a theme, a combination of 
fiction and a half-true mem-
oir… a personal companion 
for a paranoid road trip. A 
queer outlaw saga.” Regard-
less of how you feel about 
that description, you would 
be remiss if you didn’t give 
the disc a spin. A dizzying 
and exhilarating experi-
ence, Transangelic exodus 
will leave you reeling in the best pos-
sible way. Opener “Suck The Blood From 
My Wound” morphs from pure pop exuber-

Seasonal Gaiety ance to static rage in under five minutes. 
“Driving Down To LA” sounds like a lost ex-
perimental Rufus Wainwright number and 
if “No Place” doesn’t make your heart race 
you should check your pulse. “The Great 
Unknown” (with what we can only hope is 
a sampled scream) has anthem written all 

over it and “Maraschino Red 
D r e s s 
$8.99 at 
G o o d -
will” is 
one of 
the most 
remark-
a b l e 
s o n g s 
you will 
hear this 
y e a r . 
“ L o v e 
You So 
Bad” and 
the de-
l i r i o u s 
“I Lost 
My Inno-
c e n c e ” 

are retro pop filtered through 21st century 
speakers.

Talent show competitor Calum Scott’s 
exquisite reimagining of Robyn’s “Danc-
ing On My Own” as a ballad hinted at his 
great taste in music. That song, as well as 
a reading of Bob Dylan’s “Not Dark Yet” can 
both be found of Scott’s full-length debut al-
bum Only Human (Capitol). In addition to 
being indicative of his interpretation skills, 
they also demonstrate his vocal abilities – 
the guy can sing! But, so can Sam Smith, 
and therein lies the problem. We already 
have one Sam Smith, do we need another? 
The original songs (co-written by Scott and 
a team of collaborators) tend to be indis-
tinguishable. There are a few exceptions, 
including the Leona Lewis duet “You Are 
The Reason” and the rhythmic “Give Me 

Sun. through Tues. Closed
Wed. through Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m 

Hearts & Ears, Inc.
is a non-profit organization for Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender,
Intersex and Questioning individuals 

with mental health issues
and concerns.

We warmly welcome all sexual and
gender minorities.

611 PARK AVENUE SUITE A BALTIMORE, MD 21201 • 410-523-1694
heartsandears.org

Wellness and 
Recovery Center

Wellness and 
Recovery Center

Something.” Worst of all is “Stop Me (Only 
Human),” featuring a lazy borrow from the 
Human League song “Human.”

An interesting musical experiment if 
ever there was one, World Beyond (Mute) 
by erasure is a “classical reworking” of 
the 10 tracks from the duo’s 2017 World 
Be Gone disc in a chamber music setting 
backed by Echo Collective. Given the sub-
ject matter of the album, the current chaotic 
political mood, songs such as “Be Careful 
What You Wish For!,” “Oh What A World,” 
“World Be Gone,” “Take Me Out of Myself,” 
and “Lousy Sum of Nothing” in particular 
actually benefit from these new renditions. 
It’s not all doom and gloom as you can hear 
on “Love You To The Sky” and “Just A Lit-
tle.” Nevertheless, it’s “Still It’s Not Over,” 
Erasure’s queerest and most overtly politi-
cal statement, that is sure to have the great-
est impact on LGBTQ listeners.

It’s virtually impossible to write about 
queer music and not include a reference to 
showtunes. Gay musical theater composer 
Stephen Flaherty, along with his longtime 
collaborator Lynn Ahrens, has created an 
impressive string of Broadway hits includ-
ing ragtime, my Favorite Year, Seussical 
and anastasia. One of Flaherty and Ahrens’ 
earliest shows, Once On This island, is in 
the midst of a Broadway revival (making it 
one of two shows the pair has on Broadway 
– the other being anastasia). In addition to 
songs by Flaherty, the cast features queer 
actor Alex Newell as Asaka, Mother of the 
Earth, all of which can be heard on Once 
On This Island: New Broadway Cast Re-
cording (Broadway Records). 

Christmas may be a long way off, but 
that’s no reason not to listen to Kris Kring-
le – The Musical: Studio Cast Recording 
(Yellow Sound). A new Christmas musical 
featuring music and lyrics by Tim Janis and 
Angelo Natalie with original story, book and 
additional lyrics by Maria Ciampi. Out actor 
Andrew Keenan-Bolger plays the lead role 
of Kris Kringle. t
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LiveLy ARTS // SCrEEN SaVOr

By GReGG SHAPiRO
Filmmaker Tom Gustafson and his frequent 
screenwriting collaborator Cory Kruecke-
berg (2008’s Were the World mine and 
others) definitely had their work cut out 
for them with their ambitious, but flawed, 
film adaptation of John Michael LaChiu-
sa’s non-traditional off-Broadway musical 
Hello Again (The Orchard / Speak), now 
available on DVD. Based on Arthur Schnit-
zler’s 1897 play la ronde, LaChiusa is 
not the first playwright to have his way, 
so to speak, with the original play’s overt 
themes of uninhibited sexuality.

Opening in what looks like the near fu-
ture, Hello again begins with Ruth (Martha 

Plimpton) in a cozy peep-
show setting where she 
swipes a credit card and be-
gins her quest for lost loves, 
guided along by masked 
and shirtless Leocadio 

(Sam Underwood). The first stop is 1901, 
where hot and horny soldier Les (Nolan 
Gerard Funk) hooks up with a cross-dress-
ing singing prostitute. In 1944, an ageless 
Les is getting drunk at a USO dance. There 
he meets nurse Marie (Jenna Ushkowitz) 
for a little R&R (ramming and release) and 
a song. 

Looking as if no time has passed at 
all, the 1967 version of Marie is still in the 
healthcare biz. This time she’s caring for 
Alfred (Al Calderon), a privileged college 
student nursing a sprained ankle. In case 
you haven’t noticed the established pat-
tern, they have sex and sing to each oth-
er. Next, we are transported back in time 
to 1929 where Al is having an affair with 
married woman Emily (rumer Willis). Their 
usual meeting place is a movie palace 
where, you guessed it, they have a sexual 
encounter (and sing).

The 1956 version of Emily is worried 

that husband Carl (TR Knight) is tired of 
her. Rightfully so, since he’s more con-
cerned with making it to the opera on time 
than making time with his wife. On the Ti-
tanic, in 1912, Carl lures younger Jack (Ty-
ler Blackburn), who is stuck in third class, 
to his stateroom. Carl, aware that the ship 
has hit an iceberg, doesn’t let such a detail 
get in the way of his pursuit of the young 
man. Like the Titanic, this segment doesn’t 
end well.

The Jack of 1976 is a disco twinkie who 
hooks up with self-absorbed auteur Rob-
ert (Cheyenne Jackson) for a night of gay 
passion back at the filmmaker’s pad. Not 
making movies anymore, but still creative, 

the 2002 Robert is 
trying to resusci-
tate the career of 
diva Sally (Audra 
McDonald). He’s 
convinced her to 
return to the re-
cording studio 
to make a dance 
music record to 
attract some new 
fans. Of course, 
the song was writ-
ten by Robert. But 
Sally’s not happy 
with the auto-tune 
voice manipulation 

and is on the verge of calling it quits. Rob-
ert and Sally have both a professional and 
romantic history, making for an opportunity 
for them to have sex in the studio. 

As we’re about to come full-circle, we 
are given a glimpse of Sally’s 1989 affair 
with a closeted female senator named 
Ruth (played by, you guessed it, Plimpton). 
Of course, their love can’t be made public 
and so both women end up alone and un-
fulfilled.

In addition to sex, lovers being cruel 
to each other, especially the men to the 
women, is another theme that runs through 
this complicated, non-linear musical. Gus-
tafson does an admirable job of bringing 
it to screen in that he makes it look good. 
But, if you loved Were The World mine (as 
I did), you will surely be disappointed by 
Hello again.

If all of this sounds like too much, con-
sider taking a listen to Hello Again: Orig-
inal Motion Picture Soundtrack (Broad-
way Records). You won’t have the visuals 
(think Jackson’s butt, Funk’s abs and all of 
Underwood’s body), but you will still get to 
hear the songs, including dancefloor-ready 
“Beyond The Moon,” sung by McDonald. t

Hello Again and Again
Lisa (the always wonderful Kathy Najimy) 
is having relationship trouble with an un-
faithful boyfriend.

Danny, on the other hand is in some-
thing of a downward spiral. He doesn’t en-
joy his part time job at the library. His writ-
er’s block is causing him frustration. Then 
he gets the bad news that the series he 
was hoping to write for is going with differ-
ent writers altogether.

Predictably, the increased time that 
Danny spends with Khris leads to an awk-
ward kiss moment that completely back-

fires. Making matters worse, Danny and 
Joan are constantly at each other, resulting 
in a harsh exchange of words and Joan’s 
hurt feelings.

Will Danny get his shit together or run 
the risk of forever alienating his mother 

and friend? By the time Danny meets Rich-
ard (Paul Iacono) at the writer’s group that 
meets at the library and tell him about his 
screenplay about a mother and son navi-
gating the world of online dating (get it?), 
you may actually find yourself rooting for 
him, after all. 

Even without the star power or thought-
fulness behind Simon or Name, dating my 
mother is still a pleasant distraction. Rat-
ing: C-plus.t

By GReGG SHAPiRO
Living, as we do, in a post-love, Simon 
(and post-call me By Your Name) world, 
gay movies with younger male lead char-
acters may forever be judged differently. 
That can be both good and bad.

In the case of writer/director Mike 
Roma’s Dating My Mother (Gravitas 
Ventures), it falls squarely in the middle. 
Twenty-three-year-old Danny (Patrick 
Reilly, making his feature film debut), who 
has ambitions of being a screenwriter, has 

returned to New Jersey af-
ter living in California after 
graduation. He’s temporar-
ily moved in with his wid-
owed, hairdresser mother 
Joan (Steppenwolf and law 

& Order actress Kathryn Erbe) while sup-
posedly working on a script on spec. 

Danny and Joan have a sweet relation-
ship and do many things together, from 
going to the movies to walking the dogs to 
attending parties. At one of those parties, 
Danny runs into old, straight high school 
friend Khris (Michael Rosen). Danny isn’t 
just an undisciplined writer, he also has no 
self-control when it comes to wine or pot; 
a source of conflict between him and his 
mother. 

After getting hit on by one of the party 
guests, Joan decides to re-enter the dat-
ing pool and sets up an account on match.
com. This inspires Danny to explore some 
the gay dating/hook-up sites. The fantasy 
sequences in which Danny interacts with 
some of the online guys he’s interested in 
are definitely the comedic highlights of the 
movie.

Joan, who is having more luck than 
Danny interacting with guys online, ends 
up meeting and falling for a guy named 
Chester (an almost unrecognizable James 
Le Gros). Meanwhile, Joan’s best friend 

Swipe Out

“The fantasy sequences 
in which Danny 

interacts with some 
of the online guys 

he’s interested in are 
definitely the comedic 

highlights of the 
movie.”

A visual 
aesthetic to 
die for

dating My
Mother?–
No thanks
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By GReGG SHAPiRO
Summer’s (finally) here and the time is 
right for reading at the beach (or wherever 
your heart desires).

In Read by Strang-
ers (Lethe, 2018), the 
follow-up to Washington, 
DC-based gay writer Phil-
lip dean walker’s 2016 
story collection at danceteria and other 
stories, he populates the 16 pieces (one 
that is less a page in length, another that is 
32 pages long) with gay porn stars (“Brad’s 
Head Revisited, ‘94”), a meth-addicted 
escort (“Three-Sink Sink”), fierce front-
desk receptionists (“The Gargoyles”) and 
a mother having an affair with her daugh-
ter’s teacher (“Hester Prynne Got an A”). 
There’s even a spooky homage to gay bar 
culture in “Caravan.”

Another DC-based gay writer, yermi-
yahu Ahron Taub, best known for his six 
volumes of poetry, makes the transition to 
prose with his debut short story collection 
Prodigal Children in the House of G-d 
(Austin Macauley, 2018), deals with issues 
of family, society and ostracism within ul-
tra-Orthodox and LGBTQ communities 
through a series of ten stories, complete 
with a glossary of Hebrew and Yiddish 
terms.

Rounding out the trilogy of DC writers, 
poet and historian Kim Roberts’ informa-
tive A Literary Guide to Washington, 
DC: Walking in the Footsteps of Amer-
ican Writers from Francis Scott Key to 
Zora Neale Hurston (University of Virgin-
ia Press, 2018), while not a specifically 
LGBTQ title, does feature queer literary 
luminaries such as Walt Whitman (and 
his lover Peter Doyle), Langston Hughes, 
Angelina Weld Grimké, and Richard Bruce 
Nugent. The inclusion of five literary walk-
ing tours (and maps) is an added bonus.

Long before edmund white was the 
recipient of the 2018 PEN / Saul bellow 
Award for Achievement in American Fic-
tion, he was beloved by readers gay and 
straight alike for novels such as a Boys 
Own Story,  the memoir city Boy, and of 
course, The Joy of Gay Sex. White “re-
members his life through the books he has 
read” in his latest, The Unpunished Vice: 
A Life of Reading (Bloomsbury, 2018).

With cleverly titled chapters including 
“Manilow of the Hour” and “New York State 
of Blind,” gay memoirist eric Poole picks 
up where he left off in his earlier memoir 
Where’s my Wand? in Excuse Me While 
I Slip Into Someone More Comfortable 

Summer Lit 2018
Cool reads for hot 

weather

(Rosetta Books, 2018), guiding readers 
from suburban St. Louis in the 70s into the 
brave (and potentially deadly) new world of 

the 1980s.
The 70s and 80s, 

as well as the Midwest, 
also figure prominently 
in Now I’m Here (Beau-
tiful Dreamer Press, 

2018), the new novel by Lambda Literary 
Award-winning writer Jim Provenzano, as 
we learn the story of small-town Ohio boys 
Joshua and David as told by their child-
hood friend Eric.

Out of Step: A Memoir (Mad Creek 
Books, 2018) by “working-class bisexual” 
writer Anthony Moll follows the “pink-
haired queer” through his military enlist-
ment during the time of “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell,” coming of age “against the backdrop 
of hypermasculinity and sexual secrecy.”

An “expert on nothing with an opin-
ion on everything,” ruPaul’s drag race 
season six winner, Bianca del Rio, the 
self-described “clown in a gown” unpacks 
a steamer trunk full of advice on a variety 
of topics in her first book Blame It on Bi-
anca Del Rio (Dey Street, 2018).

Everything you’ve heard (or read) 
about My Ex-Life (Flatiron, 2018), the ac-
claimed new novel by Stephen McCauley 
(of The Object of my affection fame) is 
true; it’s subtly wicked funny and insight-
ful, a portrait of the unlikely reunion of gay 
man David and his ex-wife Julie, each in 
the midst of their own life crises, who come 
to the aid of each other in unlikely ways. 

Night Soil (Soho, 2018), the new nov-
el by multi-award-winning gay writer dale 
Peck, is a frank exploration of the secrets 
families keep, sexual experimentation, the 
“legacies of racism and environmental de-
struction,” all woven into the story of potter 
Dixie Stammers and her son Judas.

Lambda Literary Award-winner Amber 
dawn’s second novel Sodom Road Exit 
(Arsenal Pulp, 2018) combines a paranor-
mal thriller with family melodrama during 
an Ontario summer in 1990 in which pro-
tagonist Starla returns home to the virtual 
ghost town where her mother lives and is 
forced to face the startling history of Crys-
tal Beach.

Gar Mcvey-Russell’s debut novel Sin 
Against the Race (gamr books, 2017) is 
the story of Alfonso Rutherford Berry III, a 
African American man whose family’s polit-
ical legacy plays a powerful role in his life 
until he comes out and becomes “a formi-
dable presence in his community.”

Yeled Tov (Lethe, 2018), Hebrew for 
good boy, is the latest book by gay writer 
daniel M. Jaffe (Jewish Gentle and Other 
Stories), in which gay teen Jake struggles 
with “desire and devotion” as he comes of 
age in the 1970s.

The first issue of Crude (Image / Sky-
bound) from queer comic book writer Steve 
Orlando, who recently collaborated with 
Gerard Way (of my chemical romance 
fame) and is the person behind gay super-
hero Midnighter in the mainstream comics 
universe, was recently launched. t

By BRynn deveReAux
There are books that help 
you pass a little time – at 
the beach, on an airplane, 
in waiting rooms. You ar-
en’t completely invested 
in them, but the stories are 
enjoyable. Then there are books that are 
poignant, captivating, and so compelling 
that you stay up until 2 am because you 
have to finish it. The characters become a 
part of you, and the sto-
ry courses through your 
mind for days. 

The Great Believers 
by Rebecca Makkai is a 
one of those books. Al-
ternating between 1985 
and 2015, this novel tells 
the story of a community 
of gay men navigating 
the AIDS epidemic and 
the burden left on those 
that survived. 

In 1985, Yale Tish-
man, a development 
director for an art gal-
lery at Northwestern, 
grieves over the death 
of his friend, Nico, with 
his friends and Nico’s 
sister, Fiona. As Yale 
chases a valuable col-
lection of 1920s art-
work for the gallery, 
the virus snakes its way 
through his group of friends and alters his 
world forever. 

In 2015, Fiona is surrounded by ghosts 
while trekking to Paris to find the daugh-
ter who left her for a cult. Fiona stays with 
an old Chicago friend, a famous photog-
rapher, who is preparing for a show that 
features many of the men she watched 

die. As Yale and 
Fiona’s lives unfold 
through devastation 
and heartbreak, they 
must learn to live, 
love, and hope. 

Despite being 
a book about AIDS, The Great Believers 
explores life – what it means to fight for 
your life or others, how to hope, and what 
it looks like to survive. Readers will see 

the characters caring for 
dying friends, sup-
porting each other 
emotionally, attend-
ing the Pride parade, 
and participating in 
activism. However, 
these characters are 
human. They destroy 
relationships, act 
selfishly, and make 
terrible mistakes that 
will have readers yell-
ing at the pages.

One theme that 
will resonate with 
readers is the idea 
of what is left behind. 
Who will carry on the 
memories of the peo-
ple who died? Yale’s 
art donor, Nora, de-
scribes the difficulty 
in knowing what was 
lost as a result of these 

deaths. The 1920s artists she knew and 
continues to worship suffered during and 
after World War I. They died young or were 
never whole again. In the book, she says, 
“Every time i’ve gone to a gallery, the rest 
of my life, I’ve thought about the works 
that weren’t there. Shadow-paintings, you 
know, that no one but you can see.” 

This book will be compared to similar 
mammoth works of fiction, but Makkai dif-
fers in that she seems to care about her 
characters and her readers. She doesn’t 
use abuse and horrors to shock and de-
stroy her readers into feeling strongly about 
her work. Each character – main or second-
ary – is fully developed, and it is hard not 
to care for them. The pain and prejudice 
they suffer becomes personal as their lives 
are carefully told. it is difficult to summa-
rize The Great Believers without giving too 
much away, but it is a forceful work of fiction 
that will captivate readers. t

rebecca makkai speak and do a book 
signing at Solid State Bookstore (600 H Street 
Ne, Washington, dc) on June 19th at 7 pm.

Fighting for Your Life
Looking back on the fears 

and fights of the 1980s 
in the midst of a raging 

epidemic
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Overfl owing with Pride

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. 

From painting the town colorfully to loving openly, there are many ways to revel in pride. Xfi nity celebrates you with a 
fi rst-of-its-kind, community endorsed LGBTQ Film & TV Collection. Just simply say “Pride” into the X1 Voice Remote to 
easily discover an awesome, diverse entertainment experience. Find yourself at xfinity.com/LGBTQ, because on X1, 
it’s Pride all year, only with Xfi nity.SM

D
IV

0
31-N

E
D

-A
1-V

2



36 t  BALTiMORe OuTLOud      jUNE 8, 2018 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm



BALTiMORe OuTLOud    jUNE 8, 2018 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm  t  37 

reminds us that we have family in other 
places. We have family, while maybe not 
blood related, are heart related. They’ve 
seen the same discrimination. They’ve felt 

similar loss. And yet, despite all the 
heartache, are there to support all of 
us with their love and acceptance.

For me personally, Pride is a 
time when I remember the struggle 
of those throughout time who have 
fought to be who they were meant to 
be. They fought to allow my children 
to claim themselves. They fought 
to rid our world of the thought that 
someone else has the right to dic-
tate who we love. Pride is a time 
when it becomes apparent that all 
the struggle was well worth it. As I 
walk through Pride events and see 
families, couples, friends, and or-
ganizations all coming together to 
support each other and promote 
the similarities of the community, 

my heart is proud. I’m proud of 
all of us for standing up for who 
and what we are. I’m proud of all 

of us for loving each other. And, I’m proud 
of our next generation who is learning to 
love, despite our differences. 

We get better with every generation. 
For that, we should all be filled with pride. 
t

240-420-2180

gether at an event to show that no mat-
ter how much abuse and rejection we’ve 
seen, love is still there. We join our hearts 
in a way that says that nothing can destroy 
what we share together. 
We are stronger together 
than we are apart.

Several years ago, 
I did a presentation on 
LGBTQ folks throughout 
history. I talked about the 
ancient gay couple who 
was married in the Chris-
tian church. I showed the 
grave of two women who 
“lived together as husband 
and wife” in early New En-
gland. I mentioned the na-
tive tribes who honored 
more than two genders and 
respected trans people as 
being blessed. These were 
people who were loved and 
respected as God made them 
and didn’t have to hide or pre-
tend to be someone they weren’t. They 
were people who were proud of them-
selves.

For many us, the memories of abuse, 
ridicule, and disownment are fresh. We re-
member the hateful statements and cry for 
the families and friends we’ve lost. Pride 

When you’re raising kids, certain days are 
memorable. Birthdays, school events, re-
ligious holidays, and family vacations. In 
our house, Pride season is definitely a part 
of that list. My kids, both young and old, 
love going to Pride events. Our kids are 
quick to invite their friends to go along to 
Pride events because “Mom always goes.” 
I end up taking the kids in our family, ex-
tended family, school family, family friends, 
and random other people who come along 
for the fun.

The kids have special Pride outfits 
they wear. Their shirts promote love and 
their colors are usually rainbow. One of my 
daughters bought her first lesbian shirt at 
a Pride event. She was a young teen at 

the time. The shirt was 
a little provocative. One 
of my pastor friends 
observed that as a les-
bian, she thought the 
shirt was amazing, but 
as my friend, the mom, 
she wasn’t sure she 
approved. My daughter 
bought the shirt anyway 
and wore it proudly at many events. Even 
the babies get Pride outfits. The rainbow 
colors may be a little more pastel, but 
they’re still festive and promote the inten-
tion of the events. 

One of the things I’ve found is that for 
many non-LGBTQ people, Pride events 
have a bit of a mystery about them. They 
aren’t sure what to expect. My kids love 
to tell stories of costumes they’ve seen, 
performers who impressed, or moments 
they’ve shared. Most of the time, their 
stories involve some of the activities or 
vendors they encountered. For our family, 
Pride events are expected. My kids talk 
about how everyone is nice to everyone 
else and no one feels judged for express-
ing a unique personality or fashion sense.

For me, Pride is all about being proud 
of who you how – how God made you. 
Pride encompasses everything that is good 
about the LGTBQ community. We come to-

  OuT in THe vALLey 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Proud of 
Pride

Pride & joy

SAVE THE DATE
JULY 14, 2018

Hagerstown Hopes presents the 
7TH ANNUAL HAGERSTOWN PRIDE FESTIVAL! 

The event will take place beginning at Noon until 6:00pm.

We will have live entertainment, vendors, speakers, food, and more. 
Come out and show your support of the LGBTQ+ community
whether you're gay, bi, lesbian, trans, questioning, or straight.

Hagerstown Pride festival is a family friendly event that is a
good time for all regardless of sexual orientation.

HAGERSTOWNHOPESMD.ORG
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One of the things I love about our commu-
nity is that there’s no right or wrong way to 
be queer; the only criteria for membership 
is that you identify as LGBTQIA-plus. This 
itself can be a long and arduous process. 
We know we belong to the community, but 
not necessarily where or how.

Finding your tribe isn’t always 
easy, though. When I came out half 
a lifetime ago, part of me expected 
to find my tribe immediately. I didn’t. 
Most of us don’t. Many of us are still 
looking for our tribe. It takes time, 
some experimenting, and personal reflec-
tion to find what works best for you. 

There isn’t a protocol for joining the 
community. Some of us choose to come 

out; some of us don’t. It seems there’s a 
bit of tension within the community when 
it comes to coming out. Some believe it’s 
best to come out to everyone all at once; 
others prefer to do so gradually on a case-
by-case basis. Some of us are out but with 
a few exceptions: everyone but grandma; 
everyone except coworkers, etc. Those 
with an all-or-nothing approach sometimes 
look down on those who aren’t fully out, 
believing that they’re not committed to the 
community, which goes to show that you 
can’t please everyone. Instead, we have to 
do what’s best for us.

That’s what coming out is: it’s the mo-
ment we take ownership of our lives and 
decide to be the person we are instead of 
the person we’re supposed to be.. Coming 
out can strengthen relationships, destroy 
them, and everything in between. But com-
ing out isn’t something we do for others; it’s 
something we do for ourselves. We accept 
ourselves and our differences and decide 
to live our best life, using our hearts as a 
compass to navigate a world that doesn’t 
always welcome change.

I’m reminded of a piece of advice 
dancer/choreographer Martha Graham 
once gave to a fellow choreographer who 
was doubting herself and her abilities. To 
paraphrase, Martha said that in all of time 

and in all the universe 
there will only ever be 
one you. That means 
that everything about 
you is a unique ex-
pression, a gift only 
you can give. If you 

choose not to share it, the world will never 
have your gift, and it will be lost forever. 
Therefore, our job is to keep ourselves 
open, to be our authentic selves, and con-

tribute what we have to the 
world. It is only by doing this 
that the world grows, chang-
es, and improves. 

The world thrives on 
change and our communi-
ty certainly plays a role in 
that. After all, if no one ever 
came out, was never true to 
themselves in their manner-
isms and ways of express-
ing themselves, then nothing 
would have changed. We 
wouldn’t have a communi-
ty and we certainly wouldn’t 
have civil rights.

Our community is a re-
jection of binaries, of this-or-
that and black-or-white. Our 
community is a spectrum, a 

rainbow of all colors. Simply being a part 
of the community, whether we are visibly or 
invisibly a member to those outside looking 
in, reminds us and the world that so many 
of life’s structures are imaginary and we 
can live most any way we choose. 

As we enter Pride season, remember 
Martha’s advice. There is only one you and 
yours is a gift only you can give the world. 
Don’t let that gift be wasted. Make your 
mark on the world and make this a better, 
more colorful place than it was before you 
came along. And, in doing so, you may find 
that you’ve created a tribe of your own. t

Ins & Out

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s

  OuT in THe vALLey 

As Frederick prepares to celebrate its sev-
enth annual Frederick Pride, the local LGBTQ 
community reflects on the history of the festi-
val. Frederick Pride is hosted by The Freder-
ick Center, a 501(c)3 non-profit organization 
dedicated to serving the LGBTQ community 
of central Maryland through its resources 
and advocacy. The Frederick Center began 
in 2012 after a local college student began 
searching for others interested in starting a 
lGbTQ community center. The first Freder-
ick Pride took place that same year. Held in a 
local park and garnering approximately 300 
attendees, the response was clear: the Fred-
erick community wanted and needed this 
organization and the positive movement it 
brought. The second year of Frederick Pride 
was held in another community park, and 
featured performances from local musicians 
and drag performers.

Beginning in 2014, the festival moved to 
its current location on Carroll Creek Linear 
Park in the heart of downtown Frederick, 
and brought out an es-
timated 3,000 attend-
ees. The walkways 
were filled with tables 
and booths from other 
local non-profits and 
vendors interested in 
forming a connection 
with the LGBTQ com-
munity. In 2015 Fred-
erick Pride took place 
on a rainy weekend, 
but the turnout was 
still strong in spite of 
the grey weather. But 
the sun was back in 
2016, the “Five years out and proud” fes-
tival. This was the first year that Frederick 
Pride brought in a national name performer, 
in the form of RuPaul’s Drag Race alumna, 
Trixie Mattel. In partnership with The Lodge 
Show and Dance Club, Frederick Pride has 
continued to put on an incredible show. 
Bolstered with a strong lineup of incredible 
locally-based drag performers, the 2017 
festival headlined with Manila Luzon, also a 
RuPaul’s Drag Race alumna. 

Building of the continuing growth of 
Frederick Pride in its first six years, the 2018 
festival is ready to raise the bar yet again. 
The Pride 2018 event chair, Nicole Beller, 
had a clear goal in mind for this year’s cel-
ebration: “I want to be sure that this year’s 
Frederick Pride festival shows the true di-
versity of the LGBTQ community. This is an 
event where everyone should feel welcome, 
and it’s my goal to make sure ‘inclusive’ is a 
word folks use to describe our event.” The 

event is organized by an entirely volunteer 
team of experienced planners and dedicated 
community members. Frederick Pride has 
maintained its relationship with The Lodge 
Show + Dance Club, and has secured an-
other RuPaul’s Drag Race alumna as the 
headline drag performer. Chi Chi Devayne 
of Shreveport, louisiana first became known 
for competing in season 8, and more recent-
ly in RuPaul’s “Drag Race All Stars,” season 
3. For the first time, Frederick Pride will also 
have a music headliner: transgender coun-
try singer Brody Ray Runge. Brody Ray is 
competing in season 13 of “America’s Got 
Talent,” airing currently. Prior to that show, 
Brody Ray auditioned for “The Voice” and 
“American Idol.” He was also featured in an 
episode of TLC’s “Strange Sex”. 

in another first, Frederick Pride will 
spread into a second city block. The festi-
val will run between market and East streets 
on the linear park. This will allow for a third 
acoustic performance stage, and an ex-

panded children’s ac-
tivity zone. In addi-
tion to performances 
throughout the day, 
there’s a runway walk 
competition teens and 
young adults, and a 
pride fashion runway 
for younger children. 
There will be two after 
parties for the event: 
an 18 & up party at 
Area 31, hosted by the 
She/They art collec-
tive, and the 21 & up 
official after party at 

The Lodge Show and Dance Club, which will 
include an encore performance from Chi Chi 
Devayne.

“I’m excited and proud to be a part of 
this. This is my fourth year being involved 
in the planning process, and we have such 
an amazing team of volunteers. For us, it’s 
not a burden; it’s a labor of love,” Beller said. 
“I’m just hoping that the weather holds and 
we have another gorgeous sunny day for our 
celebration.” 

Frederick Pride takes place on Saturday 
june 23rd, from 11 am to 6 pm. Event infor-
mation can be found at Thefrederickcenter.
org, or at Facebook.com/FrederickMDPride. 

All proceeds earned from the event help 
pay for The Frederick Center’s programming 
year round, including support groups for 
adults, youth, and family of transgender in-
dividuals; LGBTQ 101 training sessions, and 
an annual day-long conference.  t

 Frederick Pride, June 23rd

Why coming 
out matters
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only rodeo within a ten-hour drive 
was in Washington DC, and there 
was a need for another rodeo in the 
region.” Originally chartered in Con-
necticut, LGRA was officially moved 
to Philadelphia and became part 
of IGRA in 2006. After the holding 
rodeos in 2008 and 2009, severe 
weather had hit the rodeos hard in 
both years. “It would have been 
fiscally irresponsible to continue 
forward.” Vrana explained. At that 
point, Vrana took a step back and 
ultimately the new board running 
LGRA decided to shut it down 
because of fiscal responsibility.

Soon after, Keystone 
State Gay Rodeo Association 
(KSGRA) formed in 2015 and 
the void for East Coast ro-
deo was now filled. “The one 
thing that KSGRA offered that 
Liberty did not was a royalty 
program.” Vrana explained. “I 
took a huge step outside my 
comfort zone and ran for and 
won the title of Ms. KSGRA 
2018.” 

Vrana, who was once 
called the “Grandmother 
of East Coast rodeo,” 
will take the reins as this 
year’s Grand Marshal for 
the KSGRA 2018 rodeo. 
“I will have my rodeo part-
ner, Mark Zwiers, riding 
with the LGRA flag, my 

friend who got my dancing all those years 
ago, Cindy Brendle, riding with the ASGRA 
flag, and Adam Romanik riding in with the 
KSGRA flag. So, when I ride in, the trifecta 
of the Mid-Atlantic rodeo is about all of us. 
I’m honored to be the link between all of 
them.” t

By FRAnKie KuJAwA
When the second annual Keystone State 
Charity Rodeo takes place later this month 
(June 22nd to 24th) Grand Marshal Jenni-
fer Vrana will ride into the arena. Flanked 
by fellow rodeo riders Cindy Brendle (her-
alding the Atlantic States Gay Rodeo As-
sociation [ASGRA] flag), 
Mark Zwiers (heralding the 
Liberty Gay Rodeo [LGRA] 
flag), and President Adam 
Romanik (heralding the 
Keystone State Gay Rodeo 
Association [KSGRA] flag), 
Vrana’s entrance will signify 
the culmination of her de-
cades-long dedication to gay 
rodeo.

“I was absolutely 
shocked when I was asked 
[to be Grand Marshal],” be-
gan Vrana. “I don’t feel that 
I’ve done anything different than most 
people who are passionate about rodeo. 
So, I am just one of hundreds across the 
country who have dedicated years to our 
rodeo circuit. I’m humbled that people rec-
ognized that I made a difference.”

The trail that led Vrana to this moment 
was no easy task. Having moved to Phila-
delphia at the age of 18, Vrana became a 
Philadelphia police officer at the age of 20. 
“My parents didn’t agree with my lifestyle 
choices, and I wound up on my own at 18 in 
Philadelphia,” Vrana continued, chuckling. 
“There were times that I was ‘residentially 
challenged,’ which is a great way to say 
I was homeless at times. However, being 
hired by the Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment saved my life twice over the years.”

Along with giving her a purpose and fi-
nancial means, Vrana benefited from the 
support she found when diagnosed years 
later with stage 4b Hodgkin’s Disease in 
2001. “I was diagnosed terminal.” Vrana 

began. “But having a job with benefits 
such as mine, I was able to keep 
the pride of myself and the pride of 
my job. The benefits helped to keep 
my head above water in terms of 
medical bills. I did a year of chemo, 
as well as a stem-cell transplant.” 

All throughout the 
trials of Vrana’s life, the 
Western lifestyle called 
to her. “In 1992, I started 
country-western dancing 
and there were multiple 
venues in Philly with a core 
group of friends who would 
go out. One of my friend, 
Cindy Brendle, grabbed me 
off the wall and taught me 
how to dance. I was such a 
wallflower. I went from that 
first night dancing to multiple 
nights a week. Then one night, 

there was a poster hung in Woody’s Bar 
for the Inaugural Atlantic Stamped Rodeo 
in Washington, DC. So, I went to the ro-
deo with my friends, and the Friday night 
of the dance a woman named Bennie Had-
dox grabbed me and said, ‘I found one.’ I 
looked at her and asked, ‘You found one, 
what?’ It turned out that two cowboys from 
Phoenix needed a female to participate 
in the Wild Drag Race event. Those men, 
Greg Olson and Dan Iverson, partnered up 
with me and we won and took first place 
on both days. I had no ideas they were rib-
bons, buckles, and money involved. About 
two weeks after the rodeo, I received a 
call from the vice president of Atlantic 
States Gay Rodeo Association (ASGRA) 
inviting me to the International Gay Rodeo 
(IGRA) Finals in Phoenix. It was there that 
I became forever hooked on rodeo.” From 
there Jen went on to compete in ten differ-
ent events at over 100 rodeos across the 
US. 

Introducing the Rodeo’s Grand Marshal: Jennifer Vrana
  OuT in THe vALLey 

In the mid-1990s, Vrana 
eventually welcomed her horse Quinn into 
the world. “I brought him to Philly when 
he was just a baby. I wanted to grow old 
with my horse. I was actually there when 
he was born.” This year will mark the 20th 
year that Vrana’s horse Quinn will compete 
on the rodeo circuit. Vrana 
added with a laugh, “This 
is much longer than most 
humans complete on the 
rodeo circuit.” Vrana con-
tinued. “Quinn will be retir-
ing after this rodeo. He’s 
not the fastest horse, but 
he’s full of heart. I’ve won 
nine of my ten All-Around 
titles with him.”

In 2005, Vrana brought 
a bunch of friends to-
gether to form the Liberty 
Gay Rodeo Association 
(LGRA). “At the time, the 

Keystone 
State Charity 

Rodeo’s 
Grand 

Marshal talks 
about finding 

her passion
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Have a capital
time!

of the Purple Heart 
and the Bronze Star. 
He was the first gay 
service member to 
intentionally out him-
self, so he could fight 
the military’s ban on 
gays. 

Dr. Franklin E. 
Kameny Residence 
was once the home 
and office of Dr. 
Franklin E. Kameny, 
known to many as the father of gay activ-
ism. His house served as headquarters that 
allowed supporters to meet to successfully 
push to overturn the American Psychiatric 
association’s definition of homosexuality 
as a mental illness. The building 

was designated a historic 
landmark in 2009 for being a major location 
of the gay rights movement in Washington, 
DC.

Lambda Rising, a bookstore that 
opened in 1974 near Dupont Circle, offered 
a selection of LGBT focused books. It also 
held an Andy Warhol book signing in Octo-
ber 1985. Although it moved a few times, 
its original location is considered a historic 
site. It closed in 2010. 

Calvary United Meth-
odist Church is the place 
where James Tinney 
founded Faith Temple, the 
country’s first independent 
church to focus on LBGT 
people of color. Tinney 
hoped to create a location 
for LGBT people of color to 
celebrate their faith. 

The Enik alley Cof-
feehouse, a long-closed 
business that was locat-
ed at the corner of I and 
8th streets NE, served as 
a meeting place for gay 
women of color so they 
could discuss social, po-

By dAvid PLACHeR
Washington, DC, is a great place to visit. To 
get there from Baltimore, you can avoid the 
bumper-to-bumper traffic by taking a train 
from Baltimore Penn Station to Washing-
ton Union Station. A one-way ticket costs 
as little as $8. There is a sub-
way under Union Station, and 
it takes you to several attrac-
tions. DC is very influential on 
both national and international 
stages. Famous protests are 
delivered in DC because many 
powerful policymakers and countries’ em-
bassies are located there. DC also has a 
large LGBT community. Last year a Gallup 

poll found that DC has the highest self-iden-
tified lGbT population in the US. DC has 
many famous historical sites and it also has 
many lesser-known LGBT historic sites. 

The Dupont Circle area is famous for 
being one of DC’s original gayborhoods. 
What most people don’t know is what lurks 
beneath it. Atlas Obscura Society DC offers 
a popular tour of Dupont Circle’s mysteri-
ous underground. In 1949, a trolley station, 

platforms, and tunnels were 
built below Dupont Circle 
that extended from right 
above N Street to R Street. 
In 1962, it closed because 
of the rise of the auto-
mobile. Today part of the 

75,000-square-foot space is used for artists 
to display their work. Sights and Sounds of 
Ireland, an Ireland contemporary video art 

production, is on display. 
The tour introduces you 
to the awesome art while 
showing you the historical 
tunnel system. 

The National Mall 
is a popular area that 
has several histor-
ical monuments. It 
includes part of neigh-
boring West Potomac 
Park and Constitution 
Gardens to the south-
west, the entire area 
between the Lincoln 
Memorial to the US 
Capitol grounds, with the 
Washington Monument 
as the dividing midpoint. 
If you are interested in the 

National Mall, there are popular night tours 
that allow you to avoid the large crowds and 
still enjoy the views of the well-lighted mon-
uments. 

There are sev-
eral LGBT histor-
ic sites. Leonard 
Matlovich’s grave 
at Congressional 
Cemetery (just east 
of Capitol Hill in 
Washington). His 
tombstone reads, 
“A Gay Vietnam 
Veteran.” The in-
scription continues: 
“When I was in the 
military, they gave 
me a medal for kill-
ing two men and a 
discharge for lov-
ing one.” He was a 
Vietnam War vet-
eran and recipient 

Washington, DC
OuT & ABOuT // DAVID’S THOUGHTS 

litical, and cultural issues. 
If you are interested 

in visiting LGBT historic 
sites, there are several 
websites with additional information. 

after finishing a day of sightseeing, 
DC has several bars for the LGBT com-
munity. Nellie’s Sports Bar is one of DC’s 
most popular gay bars. It has several 
TVs, great food, and a fun vibe. JR’s Bar 
and Grill (no, it doesn’t serve food) has 
been serving the LGBT community for 
over 30 years. (David Perruzza, JR’s 
manager, gave an interview to Balti-
more OUTloud in the December 22nd, 
2017 issue.) JR’s offers showtunes on 
Mondays and Family Feud-style trivia 

on Wednesdays. Cobalt & Level One is a 
tri-level operation that has a touch of ev-
erything: the first floor is a restaurant, the 
second a bar, and on three is a dance club. 
It is a popular place to do just about every-
thing. Number Nine is a fun bar with great 
happy-hour specials and a great music vid-
eo bar upstairs. 

So whether you are visiting DC for a 
night or staying for a few days, the city will 
keep you busy. t

Times Square – 
eputedly the very 
intergalactic belly 
button!

insert money, 
get justice

dC: 
Holding up 
the global 
sky

A capital 
with two 
flags
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Undetectable means reaching a point where 
the amount of HIV in your blood is so low it 
can’t be measured. It is important for your 
health and means you have effectively no 
risk of passing HIV to a sexual partner.

cdc.gov/StartTalking
     /ActAgainstAIDS
     /StartTalkingHIV 
     @TalkHIV

UNDETECTABLETALK
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Jersey Pride 2018 - NJs 27th Annual  
LGBTI Pride Festival. Asbury Park, NJ

Photos by Corey Brent 
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After families separate, parents must de-
cide where the children will primarily live. 
Some families can settle this among them-
selves while others require 
court intervention. Often par-
ents assume the court will 
award custody to the mother 
however, that’s not neces-
sarily the case. 

Put simply, the Best In-
terests of the Child standard 
simply means that the court looks at cer-
tain factors to determine what is in the 
best interest of the children involved in the 
family situation. Even when parents have 
an agreement, the court still must make a 
finding that the agreement is in the best 
interest of the child. Often parents become 
disgruntled because they believe they are 
in the best position to decide what is in 
the best interest of their children. Un-
fortunately, family 
litigation often 
results in both 
parents with op-
posing opinions 
about what is in 
the best interest 
of their children 
and the court 
must step in to 
make its deter-
mination. 

The court 
may consider 
a number of 
factors in its 
analysis. Most commonly the 
court focuses on the following factors:

1) Primary caregiver - Who is the per-
son who takes care of the child? Who han-
dles the child’s day-to-day activities?

2) Fitness - What are the psycholog-
ical and physical capacities of the parties 
seeking custody? Was there evidence of 
abuse – physical, emotional, or otherwise? 

3) Character and reputation
4) Agreements - Is there a custody 

agreement already in place?
5) Ability to maintain family relation-

ships - Who will be best able to help the 
child keep family relationships, including 
relationships with the other parent’s fam-
ily? 

6) Child preference – Does the child 
have a preference? Some courts will inter-
view the children outside of the presence 
of their parents. The older the children 
involved the more weight is given to their 
preference. 

7) Material opportunity - Which par-
ent has the financial resources to give the 
child more things?

8) Age, health, and gender of child
9) Residences of parents and oppor-

tunity for visitation - How close do the 
parents live to each other, 
extended family, school, 
etc?

10) Length of Sep-
aration – How long has 
the parent been separated 
from the child?

11) Any prior aban-
donment or surrender of custody - Is 
there a history of one parent walking out 
and leaving the other parent to cope with 
the child and the home?

12) Religious views - These will be 
important in the court’s decision only if 
you can show that religious views affect 
the physical or emotional well-being of the 
child. There is no consideration made for 
non-religious families.

13) disability - A party’s disability is 
only relevant 
to a custody 
decision if 
the disability 
affects the 
best interest 
of the child.

In addi-
tion to the 
above factors, 
the court may 
also consider: 
Willingness to 
share custody; 
fitness of par-
ents; child’s re-

la t ionsh ips with each par-
ent; ability to stabilize child’s school and 
social life; employment considerations (eg, 
long hours, extensive travel, etc); age and 
number of children; financial status; bene-
fit to parent; sincerity of parent’s request 
for custody. t

What is the 
Best Interests 

of the Child 
Standard?

The Law
Atty. Valerie E. Anias

& You

How judges
decide the fates 

of the young

A small community with big rewardsA small community with big rewards

•Everyone Knows Your Name
 Residents always feel right at home with a community
 that knows them (and sometimes their pet!) by name.

•A Strong Sense of Community Lives On
 RPP o�ers a strong sense of "community" where everyone
 has a feeling of belonging and there are no strangers.
 Residents are well-connected and welcomed neighbors at RPP.

Roland Park Place is the only full-service, accredited nonpro�t
continuing care retirement community in Charm City

830 W. 40th Street • Baltimore, MD 21211
410-243-5700 • rolandparkplace.org
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Better Safe
(and Dry) Than 

Sorry 

up auditorium style, either in front of one of 
the big leaded-glass windows or in front of 
the fireplace. 

By the way, I can think of no worse rain 
plan than to have all of your guests seated 
at their dinner tables. Yuck!

All of this is worked out a month ahead 
of time at a meeting called a walk-through, 
where the caterer, the venue, and the client 
go over every little detail of the event and 
establish a timeline. Walk-throughs are es-
sential for a successful, stress-free wed-
ding. Lots of questions get asked, answers 
given, and potential troubles avoided!

Here are some questions you’ll want an-
swered before you book your venue:

First, simply, “What is your rain plan?” 
Any sign of hesitation in answering that 

question is your cue to run out the door! 
Let’s think positively and presume that 

your venue has a great rain plan. Back to 
the questions:

How many sets of 
chairs do they have? 
If it’s just one, and 
chairs need to be 
moved from outside 
to inside, you want 
to know who will do 
that, and how long it 
will take.

Ask who will 
make the decision 
to implement the 
rain plan, and when 
that would hap-

pen. For example, if there is any 
question of rain on a wedding day at Chase 
Court, the caterer and I will talk as soon as 
they arrive, three hours ahead of the start of 
the wedding. I’ll look at the radar, if I haven’t 
already. (Pro Tip: Wunderground.com has 
great radar, and Dark Sky is a fantastic, geo-
graphically and time-specific weather app.) 

If we think rain is coming, our next step is 
to talk with one or both members of the cou-
ple unless we already know their thoughts 
on using the rain plan – which we usually do.

If your ceremony and reception will both 
be outdoors, then pop back to my column in 
the last issue on the Perfect Backyard Tent-
ed Reception!

Nobody wants it to rain on their wedding. 
Having a solid rain plan in place will take a 
load off of your mind and make the best of a 
rainy wedding day!

Next time: music for your wedding. t
david l. egan is the proprietor and stew-

ard of chase court, a wedding and event 
venue in downtown Baltimore. Visit cha-
secourt.com, and follow chasecourtWed-
dingVenue on instagram and Facebook.

I remember being in the checkout line at 
Whole Foods a June or three ago and hear-
ing the customer ahead of me talking to the 
cashier about her upcoming wedding. My 
ears perked up. I asked, as I do, “Where are 
you getting married?”

“Federal Hill,” she responded.
Now as you may know, Federal Hill is 

both a neighborhood and a 
park in Baltimore, 
all on the National 
Register of Histor-
ic Places. She was 
talking about the 
park, which is set 
on a steep hill over-
looking the Inner Har-
bor. On another June 
day, in 1608, explorer 
John Smith called it, “a 
great red bank of clay.” 

A tower was built 
there in the late 1700s in order 
to watch for ships from Europe and asia. 
During the War of 1812 it was a defensive 
stronghold, complete with cannons. It is, 
then and now, exposed to the weather.

So I asked her, “What’s your rain plan?”
“Oh,” she said, “I don’t like to think about 

rain!”
Well! There was nothing more to say. I 

wished her well and hauled my groceries to 
the car.

I can’t tell you how things went with her 
wedding, but I can tell you what misery she 
and her guests would have experienced if 
they were caught in heavy rain on Federal 
Hill. Don’t be her!

Make a rain plan if you’re having your 
wedding ceremony outside, especially if 
your reception is outside, too.

We do a lot of outdoor wedding ceremo-
nies at my venue, Chase Court. We have a 
great woodsy ceremony garden as well as a 
castle-like building with a great hall, where 
dinner and dancing takes place. In case of 
rain, the caterer moves the dinner tables to 
one end of the great hall and chairs are set 

Wedding
David Egan
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Getting the
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11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN

BALTIMORE    BEST
HAPPY  HOUR  

Thursday, June 14th
Pre-Pride with Tito's Vodka

PRIDE WEEKEND
•Drink Specials

•Give-a ways
all weekend long

•Karaoke Bar Open Friday 
& Saturday till 1a.m.
•Natty Boh 2-4-1 24/7

Thursday, June 14th
Pre-Pride with Tito's Vodka

PRIDE WEEKEND
•Drink Specials

•Give-a ways
all weekend long

•Karaoke Bar Open Friday 
& Saturday till 1a.m.
•Natty Boh 2-4-1 24/7

The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available
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Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY from 11am – 3pm
With$ 15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s,

Sangria and  EVO Craft Drafts

OFF THE VINE WEDNESDAYS
½ Off Select Bottles of Wine All Day

TAP THAT THURSDAYS – All Taps Half Off

HAPPY HOUR: Wed. – Sat. from  3pm – 7pm

OUR TERRACE IS OPEN! 

Shucking Sundays
A Dozen Oysters and 2 brews or wine for $20

Meatless Mondays
$15 for a Veggie Burger and

Bu�alo Brussel Sprouts

Burger & A Beer Tuesday
$12 for A Purist Burger and

an EVO Craft Draft

Wine Wednesdays
1/2 O� Select Bottles of WIne

Mussel Mania Thursdays
All You can Eat Mussel $25 per person

Happy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 7pm

Fabulous Brunch Every 
Saturday & Sunday 

11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
with $15 Bottomless 

Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s, 
Sangria and EVO 

Craft Drafts

1604 Kelly Avenue.  
Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240  
nickeltaphouse.com

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Penguin Pils now available
in 16oz cans!

Introducing Lumen
Our new beer brewed speci�cally

for Light City!

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger & Lauren Lynch

I am finding myself saying more often 
these days that “time is our most precious 
commodity.” Maybe it seems that way 
since I am growing older, and it feels like I 
am running out of time. Pressure at home 
to spend quality time with my husband, 
with family and friends, for maintaining a 
home, etc; and pressure at work where 

there is increased pressure to deliver on 
commitments and to achieve more with 
fewer resources. Lately, it seems that by 
Friday afternoon, reflecting back on the 
work week, there remains tasks undone, 
and not only in the office.

I decided to invest in a little time to do 
some research on time management in 
the hope of helping me break this vicious 
cycle, and perhaps learn something new. 
What I learned is that there is no magic 
answer. There is probably no one skill or 
tool that will enable me to manage my time 
better. I also learned that the answer was 
within me. The use of common sense was 
not my common practice. Interestingly, the 
reason for this is simple. In general, I am 
unable to derive pleasure from the effort 
involved in applying common sense; there 
is no perceived immediate enjoyment , 
such as what is being felt with going to a 

Time 
Management

show or a concert. Sound time manage-
ment techniques such as planning and pri-
oritizing take effort and are not associated 
with pleasure. If I really want to improve, 
then I need to make a mental link between 
the effort involved and the pleasure that 
will come from working effectively.

To summarize my research, I have 
found there are three basic principles of 
time management: Doing something 

• for the right reason, 
• at the right time, and 
• in the right way. 
Let’s briefly explore each of these prin-

ciples. Managing work for the right reasons 
will force us to ask some basic questions 
about our work, such as, “Do I really have 
a shared understanding with my manag-
er about what I am expected to achieve? 
And, “What is the purpose of my job?” 
After answering these questions, it’s im-

portant to identify the 
key areas on which 
to concentrate time 
and effort in order to 
achieve the overall 
purpose previously 
defined. Ask yourself: 
into what parts can I 
divide my job? Lastly, 
once the key areas 
are identified, the next 
logical step is to iden-
tify activities that will 
result in successfully 
achieving the main 
aspects of the job.

When thinking 
about the right time, 
this is where the rub-
ber hits the road. How 
much time should be 

allotted to each activity or key 
area? Common mistakes are 
failure to distinguish between 

urgent and important tasks, and doing 
things you like doing, like fire-fighting, 
and not fire prevention. Urgent jobs may 
not have the highest payoff, are often un-
planned, and often get priority over import-
ant jobs. Important jobs are the ones that 
help you achieve your overall job purpose. 
Unexpected events do happen throughout 
the day and will affect what you plan to do. 
The way to handle these is to use some 
logic. If it is urgent and important, don’t put 
it off – do it now. If the matter is low on im-
portance and low urgency, do it later. Not 
everything unexpected is urgent, and that 
is something very important to remember.

Completing tasks in the right way com-
bines setting priorities and organization. 
Some good techniques include 

• working backwards from deadline 
dates and not over-planning, as things will 
change

• allowing time for the unexpected will 
increase the likelihood of time manage-
ment success. 

From an organizing perspective, start 
each week by creating a weekly plan. 
Translate this weekly plan into daily “to do” 
lists and categorize the tasks into “urgent” 
and “important.” Always remember to be 
realistic, as you can only do so much in a 
day. Throughout the day, it is good practice 

Stop the 
melt!

to review the list, and to challenge yourself 
on whether or not someone else can com-
plete the task? Does it have to be me? 

By following the three principles of time 
management, you will soon see a benefit 
in focusing on the payoff instead of the ur-
gency. Do not get sucked into doing things 
for others, as what you are taking on may 
not have anything to do with your job. Each 
time you say “yes” to these requests, you 
are eating into your own time. t
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Enough is Enough
Get relief. Pure and simple. Ask your doctor about Mytesi.
Mytesi (crofelemer):
 • Is the only medicine FDA-approved to relieve diarrhea in people with HIV
 • Treats diarrhea differently by normalizing the flow of water in the GI tract 
 • Has the same or fewer side effects as placebo in clinical studies 
 • Comes from a tree sustainably harvested in the Amazon Rainforest

What is Mytesi?
Mytesi is a prescription medicine that helps relieve symptoms of diarrhea not caused by  
an infection (noninfectious) in adults living with HIV/AIDS on antiretroviral therapy (ART). 
Important Safety Information
Mytesi is not approved to treat infectious diarrhea (diarrhea caused by bacteria, a virus,  
or a parasite). Before starting you on Mytesi, your healthcare provider will first be sure that you  
do not have infectious diarrhea. Otherwise, there is a risk you would not receive the right medicine 
and your infection could get worse. In clinical studies, the most common side effects that occurred 
more often than with placebo were upper respiratory tract (sinus, nose, and throat) infection 
(5.7%), bronchitis (3.9%), cough (3.5%), flatulence (3.1%), and increased bilirubin (3.1%).

RELIEF, PURE AND SIMPLE

In adults with HIV on ART who have diarrhea not caused by an infection

NP-390-15

Please see complete Prescribing Information at Mytesi.com.

IMPORTANT PATIENT INFORMATION
This is only a summary. See complete Prescribing Information at  
Mytesi.com or by calling 1-844-722-8256. This does not take the place  
of talking with your doctor about your medical condition or treatment.

What Is Mytesi?
Mytesi is a prescription medicine used to improve symptoms of 
noninfectious diarrhea (diarrhea not caused by a bacterial, viral, or 
parasitic infection) in adults living with HIV/AIDS on ART.
Do Not Take Mytesi if you have diarrhea caused by an infection. Before 
you start Mytesi, your doctor and you should make sure your diarrhea is 
not caused by an infection (such as bacteria, virus, or parasite).

Possible Side Effects of Mytesi Include:
•  Upper respiratory tract infection (sinus, nose, and throat infection) 
•  Bronchitis (swelling in the tubes that carry air to and from your lungs)  
• Cough  
• Flatulence (gas)  
•  Increased bilirubin (a waste product when red blood cells break down) 
For a full list of side effects, please talk to your doctor. Tell your doctor if 
you have any side effect that bothers you or does not go away. 
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of  
prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or  
call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Should I Take Mytesi If I Am:  
Pregnant or Planning to Become Pregnant?  
•  Studies in animals show that Mytesi could harm an unborn baby or 

affect the ability to become pregnant
•  There are no studies in pregnant women taking Mytesi
•  This drug should only be used during pregnancy if clearly needed

 A Nursing Mother?  
•  It is not known whether Mytesi is passed through human breast milk
•  If you are nursing, you should tell your doctor before starting Mytesi
•  Your doctor will help you to decide whether to stop nursing or to stop 

taking Mytesi  

Under 18 or Over 65 Years of Age?  
•  Mytesi has not been studied in children under 18 years of age
•  Mytesi studies did not include many people over the age of 65. So it is 

not clear if this age group will respond differently. Talk to your doctor to 
find out if Mytesi is right for you  

What Should I Know About Taking Mytesi  
With Other Medicines?
If you are taking any prescription or over-the-counter medicine, herbal 
supplements, or vitamins, tell your doctor before starting Mytesi.  

What If I Have More Questions About Mytesi?  
For more information, please see the full Prescribing Information at 
Mytesi.com or speak to your doctor or pharmacist.  

To report side effects or make a product complaint or for additional 
information, call 1-844-722-8256. 

Rx Only
Manufactured by Patheon, Inc.  
for Napo Pharmaceuticals, Inc. San Francisco, CA 94105  
Copyright © Napo Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Mytesi comes from the Croton lechleri tree harvested  
in South America. 

Tired of planning your life around diarrhea?

For Copay Savings Card and  
Patient Assistance, see Mytesi.com
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By wOOdy deRRiCKS
what is a trustee? A trustee is a person or 
a company that holds and manages assets 
for a third party. Often that includes some-
one managing a trust for a beneficiary. 

Trustees are fiduciaries, meaning that 
they have a duty to manage the trust in a 
responsible manner and in the best inter-
est of the beneficiaries within the frame-
work established by the trust document.

who can be a trustee? You can name 
anyone you’d like to be a trustee. That per-
son will not only have significant respon-
sibility over the trust assets, he or she will 
also be in regular contact with the trust’s 
beneficiaries. 

Some beneficiaries can be challeng-
ing for the trustee and put the trustee in a 
difficult position-especially if the trustee is 
related to the beneficiaries and sees them 
regularly. To help provide another layer of 
impartiality to the trust, a company could 
be named as a trustee.

what services can a trustee pro-
vide? Trustees will manage the trust’s as-
sets, make income and/or asset distribu-
tions as prescribed by the trust, maintain 
proper records, and file the trust’s income 

Who Needs a 
Trustee?

QuALiTy OF LiFe  // yOUr mONEy

tax returns. 
who could benefit from using a 

trustee? Anyone wanting a neutral third 
party to administer their assets. This can 
include someone looking to have assets 
managed for beneficiaries with special 
needs or for a beneficiary who might have 
the inability to manage their own finances. 
Someone could also desire for a unique 
arrangement such as providing income 
for a beneficiary’s life then passing the re-
maining trust assets to a charity upon the 
income beneficiary’s passing.

Also, if you’re concerned that you could 
suffer a cognitive impairment and have 
diminished financial capacity, you could 
place your assets in a trust and have a 
trustee manage them on your behalf. t

This column is for informational purpos-
es only, and is not meant as specific ad-
vice to any individual. Partnership Wealth 
Management offers financial planning and 
wealth management services, with a long 
history of working with the 
lGBT community. reach 
them at Partnershipwm.
com or call 410-732-2633.

We all 
can use a 
friend, but 

By Renee BATSOn
Buying a new home is an exciting and life 
changing adventure. For someone that 
has never bought a home, the question is, 
“Where do I begin?” Most people simply 
take to Google and begin looking 
at the pictures of 
homes they like. 
But how do you 
get from seeing 
a home you like, 
to crossing the 
threshold of that 
dream home with 
keys in hand? 

Well let’s think 
about this for a sec-
ond. When we need 
groceries, we go to a 
grocery store. When 
we need gas we go to 
a gas station. When 
we need insurance, 
we call an insurance 
company. Just like all 
of these things, we go 
to the experts in that 
field. So when buying 
a home, the first place 
to go would be an ex-
pert, a realtor. Finding 
the right realtor for 
your family’s needs is 
daunting enough, ac-
cording to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, there 
are some odd 116,640 
real estate sales agents 
in Maryland alone. So 
how does one find the 
right agent for their fami-
ly? As an LGBTQ couple 
or individual, this task 
can become even harder.

When searching for a realtor, one should 
look into everything the person offers. You’d 
look at the statistics, numbers do not lie. 
Who has the better stats when it comes to 
buying or selling? Is this person licensed? 
You can always check if a person is licensed 
online in Maryland (or any state for that mat-
ter) by going to the Department of Labor 
Licensing and Regulation. On their website 
there is a “verify license” option, where you 
can search the person by name. With all of 
the fraud going on in today’s world, I can-

Home buying for LGBTQ 
Couples & Individuals

// rEal ESTaTE

not stress this step enough – please protect 
yourself. Agents go through rigorous testing 
and criminal checks before they can hold 
a license – this is for your safety. No one 
wants to be alone in a va-

cant house with some-
one that seems a bit off, 
you know? There are 
many directories online to search for real-
tors. These are free; never ever pay anyone 
to do this search for you.

Okay, you’ve narrowed down a few that 
you like. It’s okay to interview them. Ask how 
long they’ve been in business, how long 
have they worked in the area that you are 
interested in looking into. It’s perfectly okay 
to screen your realtor – this is a big step and 

everyone
yearns for a 
homestead!

A trustee – 
someone you 
wouldn’t mind 
doing this with
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Operated by a Subsidiary of NRT LLC

Making Your Real Estate Fantasies Come True...

Renee Batson, REALTOR® 
Mobile: (443)739-8818 
Office: (410)647-2222 

@HousedbyRenee  #HousedbyRenee

Stop by our booth 
@ Pride Festival 

on June 17

choosing the right realtor to negotiate on 
your behalf could be the difference in you re-
ceiving the keys to your new home and you 
losing a bid for the home you have fallen in 
love with. 

Once you have decided on the right per-
son for the job, the next step would be to 
see how much home you can afford. This is 
where pre-qualification comes into play. This 
protects you from looking at homes that may 
or may not be feasible for your budget. Along 
with choosing a lender, you’ll also need to 
choose a title company, an insurance agen-
cy, and sometimes a homebuyer’s program. 
I’ll go into more depth in my next article that 
will help you navigate the costs of buying 
and owning a home. Another reason why a 
knowledgeable realtor is needed, someone 
that can help you get the most bang for your 
buck.

Now you have a team in place and it’s 
time to go visit the homes that have capti-
vated your heart. You go into one and it just 
feels right; it feels like home. What next? Be-
fore you begin decorating in your head, you’ll 
want to make sure that you can get the home. 
Aside from obstacles heterosexuals face 
when buying homes, LGBTQ folks have a 
few more factors that need to be considered. 

Discrimination is alive and well in our 

QuALiTy OF LiFe // rEal ESTaTE

country and can take several forms: From 
inflated buyer costs, to lending practic-
es that require additional paperwork and 
qualifications, to outright refusal of loans 
and/or seller refusal. Maryland only pro-
hibits discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation while the District of Columbia 
covers both sexual orientation and gender 
identity. While the legalization of same-sex 
marriage has opened many doors, cou-
ples, whatever their status, need to figure 
out how to manage their home purchase 
around the guidelines set by the govern-
ment. Who gets the tax credits? Who gets 
the mortgage? Whose name will go on 
the deed? If your wife/husband dies, how 
will the surviving wife/husband keep the 
home? A real estate professional can as-
sist here.

By taking the extra time to research 
quality agents and ensuring that all finan-
cial documents are intact, you’ll save your-
self a lot of extra time and headache in the 
long run. Remember to be patient and en-
joy the journey. Planning and coordinating 
with your real estate expert will be key to 
your success and to finding your forever 
home. t
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He knew the founding members and helped 
with bar nights and did things with the club 
long before he joined. When he did finally 
join in 1988 the other ShipMates joked that 
he had the longest pledge period in histo-
ry! Also, in 1988 another leather club was 
forming in Baltimore, COMMAND, MC. 
Bob recalls attending COMMAND’s first 
anniversary in 1989 with fellow ShipMate 
David Lessner. COMMAND had forgotten 
to order the traditional “run pins” for their 
event. Since David had recently run for 
Baltimore City Council, he had a bunch of 
campaign pins left over and he made them 
into COMMAND anniversa-
ry pins with the word COM-
MAND going across and 
the word “one” going down 
using the O. In keeping with 
the joke that COMMAND 
was an acronym for “Come 
on Mary make a new dress,” 
the pin also had the outline 
of a dress. Everyone got a 
big kick out of these creative 
run pins. Bob continued to be 
very involved with the Ship-
Mates. He chaired the club’s 
anniversary and even helped 
start the annual December 
fundraiser: Daddy Christmas. 
The club initially wanted to 
raise money for Toys for Tots, 
but this charitable foundation 
started by the US Marine Corps 
would not take donations from 
an organization like the Ship-
Mates. (He also ran into an is-
sue at one of the catering halls 
where an anniversary dinner 
was held. Since it was a din-
ner for gay men all servers and 
staff made sure they had heavy 
rubber gloves.) When Toys for 
Tots said no, Daddy Christmas 
raised money for the local AIDS 
hospices. The ShipMates in-
sisted that the money not go for 
medical services, but for books, 
televisions, games, and other items for the 
betterment of the house. The first Daddy 
Christmas at the Galley bar featured a 
50/50 raffle, money bid to undress the bar-
tenders, and pictures with both a good and 
bad Santa. There was no silent auction as 
there is now. 

The ShipMates were also well known 
for their weekend event at Camp Ramble-
wood in Darlington, Maryland called “Keel-
haul.” The club would host their gathering 
every other summer with the Centaur MC 
hosting their camping event called “Olym-
pia” on the off summers. Bob met his part-
ner “Trooper” at Keelhaul and both contin-

Indulge in Some

Leather 
History

The person with number two may select an 
unwrapped gift of take number one’s gift. 
(If he takes number one’s gift, he selects 
another gift to unwrap.) This goes on until 
all gifts are unwrapped. The ShipMates al-
ways had a great time with this, but it was 
important to not fall in love with your gift 
because someone may take it. Bob told a 
story of Trooper once unwrapping a teddy 
bear wearing leather and being very upset 
when someone else ended up with it. Bob 
found out where it had been purchased 
and went and bought Trooper another one. 

Knowing that Trooper was up-
set about it, the club brother 
had also given the bear back. 
The game was also a good 
way to give away an unwant-
ed gift that the club member 
had received other the holi-
days. Bob laughed as he re-
called after one party the fol-
lowing year there was a new 
rule. No chia pets! 

Bob drifted away from 
the PSLOD club and is now 
a member of the California 
Boots & Breeches uniform 
club. Founded in Los Ange-
les in 1968, it is the oldest 
uniform club in the United 
States. The California B&B 
Corps recently celebrated 
50 years of brotherhood 
and now has branches in 
Los Angeles, San Fran-
cisco, and Palm Springs. 
Bob is looking forward to 
their annual squirt gun 
party scheduled for August 
25th at the Barracks Bar. 
They are even bringing in 
the bare chest calendar 
guys from San Francisco 
to join the fun. Bob said 
that he usually works the 
door and collects the $5 
suggested donation. He 

jokingly added that his years of working at 
the movie theater in Golden Ring Mall and 
at the Hippodrome in Baltimore comes in 
handy. Last year $6,000 was collected for 
local charities. 

Bob may have moved away from his 
ShipMate brothers, but not from the leath-
er community. He never misses Cleveland 
Leather Awareness Weekend (CLAW) and 
has been proud to present demos there on 
cock and ball torture. He is looking forward 
to presenting again 2019. Joining a leather 
club opens lots of doors, even in the des-
ert. t

ued to be very involved with the club. 
When Bob and Trooper visited Palm 

Springs, they fell in love with the place 
the moment they saw all the guys walking 
around town holding hands. Trooper came 
to Bob and said, “I have a crazy idea. Let’s 
move to Palm Springs.” Bob replied, “I’m 
already looking at houses!” They rented 
their Baltimore house to a ShipMates club 
brother and headed west. They both quick-
ly found jobs in similar fields as their jobs 
in Baltimore. Unfortunately living happily 
ever after together in the Palm Springs 
s u n -

shine was not meant 
to be. Trooper passed 
away two months after 
the move. Bob remained 
and found another leath-
er family in the desert. 

Bob became a member of the Palm 
Springs Leather Order of the Desert (PS-
LOD) club. Remembering all the fun he 
had with the ShipMates and their holiday 
gift exchange, he introduced the idea to his 
new club. At the holiday party each mem-
ber brings a wrapped gift of an agreed upon 
value. Numbers are selected out of a hat. 
The person who has number one selects a 
gift, unwraps it, and shows it to everyone. 

I know I’ve said it before but joining a leath-
er club oh so many years ago was one of 
the best decisions I have ever made. Be-
sides helping to raise money for charities 
in the community, being a member of a club 
opens so many doors and introduces you 

to so many people. During my recent visit 
to Palm Springs, California, I was able to 
spend time with my ShipMate club brother 
Robert (Bob) Joel, who now lives out there. 
I knew that Sir Steve and I were going to 
be at the Tool Shed bar that Friday night 
and he came to see us there. I joined the 
ShipMates in 1997 and Bob was a member 
before I was. I am sure we drove Sir Steve 
crazy will all the reminiscing. In fact, Bob 
had so many stories to tell that I invited 
him to visit me the next day at INNdulge, 
where I was staying, so that I could write 
some of these stories down. As we sat by 
the pool, Bob shared his leather journey. 

Bob moved to Baltimore in 1972 and 
discovered the ShipMates at the Gallery 
bar where the club was founded in 1974. 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

LeATHeR

My ShipMate 
club brother 
Robert (Bob) 
Joel – Living the 
Palm Springs life

“When Bob and Trooper 
visited Palm Springs, 
they fell in love with 
the place the moment 
they saw all the guys 
walking around town 

holding hands. Trooper 
came to Bob and said, ‘I 
have a crazy idea. Let’s 
move to Palm Springs.’”
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993

227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850

• Join Us on Friday Night the 15th
and Ride the Bull with KSGRA

• Enjoy the Food Trucks Parked Outside 
Leon's on Friday and Sunday 

• Saturday Night Battle of the DJ's
• Roll Back Drink  Prices

• Special Weekend Give-Aways
• Drag Show times to be Announced

• Join Us on Friday Night the 15th
and Ride the Bull with KSGRA

• Enjoy the Food Trucks Parked Outside 
Leon's on Friday and Sunday 

• Saturday Night Battle of the DJ's
• Roll Back Drink  Prices

• Special Weekend Give-Aways
• Drag Show times to be Announced

• TUESDAY SHOW TUNES
with Jayson 8 p.m.-10 p.m

• DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY 
9 p.m. till the music stops

• TUESDAY SHOW TUNES
with Jayson 8 p.m.-10 p.m

• DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY 
9 p.m. till the music stops

• BEST PRICES IN TOWN
• KARAOKE SUNDAY 9 p.m.-12

• BEST PRICES IN TOWN
• KARAOKE SUNDAY 9 p.m.-12
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALOON

FINANCIAL MASSAGE

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

Affordable Massage Therapy
by MARK

CALL MARK 
410-653-3084

• In-call: $45 hr or $65/1-1/2 hrs
• Out-call: $25 extra

• Swedish & Deep Tissue massage
• Licensed 20+ years experience

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 W. Lexington Street  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

 Grand Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649
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