
BY Frankie kujawa
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., once said, 
“Life’s most persistent and urgent ques-
tion is, ‘What are you doing for others?’”  
Few people have embodied the 
answer to this question more than 
Baltimore OUTloud’s co-found-
er and co-owner Jim Williams.  
Throughout Jim’s life, his strong 
work ethic, passion, humility, and 
heart have marked his accom-
plishments as labor organizer, ad-
vocate for people with AIDS, and 
gay activist.

“I was so young and focused on what 
I was doing that I didn’t realize the history 
that was being made,” Jim told me recount-
ing his life. Born at home in Shreveport, 
Louisiana, on April 9th, 1935, with only a 
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midwife attending, Jim’s journey immedi-
ately began with a bang.  “I was circum-
cised right on the kitchen table,” he laughs.

Two years later, Jim and his family 
moved to the suburb of St. Ber-
nard Parish, outside of New Or-
leans.  His taste for hard work 
started showing, when at ten, 
he was working shining shoes in 
the local barber shop at 25 cents 
a pop.  While attending Arabi 
High School (now Chalmette 
High School), Jim was elected 
the first male cheerleader.  “We 

would play football games across the Mis-
sissippi River and ride a school bus,” Jim 
recounted.  “We would get into a fight after 
the games. I’d beat people with my mega-
phone and run like crazy to get onto the 

—continued on page 9
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bus.”
Jim went on to 

attend Arkansas 
College (now Lyon 
College), a Pres-
byterian school.  “I 
was studying to be 
a minister because 
I was very active in 
the church.  I went 
there on a Presbyte-
rian church scholar-
ship.” While attend-
ing, Jim went on to 
be elected the stu-
dent body president 
and preached on 
weekends to smaller 
churches throughout 
Arkansas. 

It was during his Junior year 
in college Jim got married.  “In seminary, 

ReMix,” represents the trans-
formation of fear into empower-
ment and embracing community 
to fight for justice and dignity. 
“Unity through Diversity” also 
represents a call to action for 
those of us within the community, and to 
those who exist as allies or detractors on 

the margins. 
The Pride 

we exhibit as 
sexual and gen-
der minorities 
is not due to 
our differenc-
es, but rather 
our audacious 
diversity. Our 
c o m m u n i -
ty ebbs and 
flows, weaves 
and intersects 
through ev-
ery aspect of 
our society. 

We live through varying gender identities 
and sexual orientations, many of our core 
values are influenced by a multitude of 
religions and spiritualities, 
and each year we unite to 
celebrate every fiber that 
makes us who we are, but 
we shouldn’t forget that our 
community pride must ex-
tend to the collective body 
of the LGBTQ spectrum. 

Just last month Muhlay-
sia Booker, age 23, was 
the fifth black transgender 
woman to be killed this year. Fifty years 
ago, it was black transgender women who 
were the catalyst for the Stonewall rebel-
lion, and subsequently the first LGBTQ 
Pride. Following the launching of the brick 

tory for the 
L G B T Q 
community, it would be difficult to 
imagine that the pioneers of our an-
nual celebration would presume that 
they would find themselves erased 
and marginalized by their own people. 
As a community, a society, and a peo-
ple it is imperative that we do more 
to protect the transgender community, 
especially black and Latino transgen-

der women. 
Baltimore Pride and the Pride Center 

of Maryland continue to actively maintain 
a commitment to our mission of being a 

Baltimore 
Pride’s 45th 

year, and 
the 50th 

anniversary 
of Stonewall

It’s Pride 
—continued on page 4

june. SweLTerinG HeaT, insects, 
cookouts, pools, and most notably – it’s 
Pride season! Baltimore Pride, entering 
its 45th year, will provide an environment 
for all of Maryland’s sexual and gender 
minority community to showcase their cul-
ture, express their authentic identities, and 
revel in a weekend of celebrating us. This 
year’s theme, “Unity through Diversity: The 2019that quite liter-

ally change the 
course of his-

Tom Patrick ((left) and 
jim williams at Pride
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Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

newS // LOCAL

Meet Our Pride Festival Host, 
Ashley ‘Bam-Bam’ Harris
BY riCHarD FinGer
Born and raised in the inner city of Bal-
timore, Bam has enjoyed an official reign 
as “Crazy Girl on the Mic,” shutting down 
every night club in the city of Baltimore. 
In an entertainment world of superficiality 
and inflated egos, Bam has a youthful, en-
ergetic, and ambitious aura radiating in her 
hometown of Baltimore, of course, and ex-

tending to Atlanta, 
DC, New York, and other East 
Coast locations where she 
performs. Her intro into radio 
came in college at University 
of Maryland, Eastern Shore’s Hawk Radio. 
She quickly advanced and soon was host-
ing Shay Star radio. Bam was influenced 
by her late father and guardian angel Barry 
Harris (aka DJ DragonCuts), who was well 
known as a DJ for 92Q. She was guided 
by her father to be involved in the business 
of radio and entertainment. She has been 
the lead host of several stations around 
Maryland and DC such as Power 101.7 
VIP Room, VVC Radio, Nik of Time Radio, 
and Shay Star radio – as well as hosting 
at several clubs in Baltimore, such as Club 
Downtown in Baltimore, Oais, Oxygen, Se-

lect Lounge, Lux Lounge, and more. She 
is currently the host for Radio One show 
“The DJ Booth” on WOLB 1010.

We do not always have the opportunity 
to learn more about the people that ded-
icate their time to Pride events, so I wel-
comed the chance to get more acquainted 
with Bam.

richard: why is the Pride event im-
portant to you?

Bam: It’s important to me because 
it is my first pride since coming out. 
Being part of the community is like 
a big deal to me and the experience 
alone. I have never participated or 
been part of any Pride. were you 
surprised to be selected to host the 
Baltimore Pride Festival this year?

I was surprised to be selected, but 
with my managers, Yag Elite, I knew 
they were going to make something 
shake. I’m just excited!

What excites you the most about 
it?

The atmosphere, the crowd’s 
reactions to me being on the mic. 
Potentially new supporters. And ev-
erybody just being free to be who 
they are, wear what they like, and 
be themselves. And of course, Dej 
Loaf!

From your perspective what 
would make the day a success?

Making someone’s day, making 
them smile, and giving them great 

energy when they are not feeling 
good that day.

who inspired you to do 
what you do?

My dad, who is also part of 
the radio life (92Q) DJ Drag-
on Cutts (Barry Harris). Even 

though I gained an angel, I also know he 
has opened doors for me, including my 
brother. And still is …

I wasn’t even supposed to be doing this 
(hosting). People noticed my personality 
and wanted to work with me for events, as 
well as becoming a radio personality. My 
father came to me in my dreams and just 
said, “Go for it!” And I’ve been going ever 
since.

if you host any event in the world, 
what would it be?

(In my best Beyonce) I would love to 
host Coachella! I would crowd surf in that 

crowd as big as it is, LOL.
what is your experience as a host in 

a field dominated by males?
I feel like I’m opening barriers for wom-

en who have a voice. It’s kind of challeng-
ing when you are not selling your soul or 
ass. They have no choice but to respect. I 
feel like I’m not only doing this for myself 
but for females who want to do this in the 
future.

If you could change one thing in the 
world what would it be and why?

It would be to change people’s per-
spective about the LGBTQ community and 
have people be themselves and not hide. 
And be more respected.

what is your favorite quote? 
“Be your unique self, never allow any-

one to dim your light” (which is actually 
from Bam!).

I hope you enjoyed learning more 
about Bam as much as I did. Now I’m even 
more excited for Pride! t

if you wish to contact Bam directly, her 
email is: yagtjackson@gmail.com

410-727-1112  •  chasecourt.com
1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD

Owned and Operated by David Egan, 
wedding columnist for BaltimoreOUTloud.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook at
ChaseCourtWeddingVenue

• ArchitecturAlly-stunning 
wedding venue • 

• indOOR & OuTdOOR wedding 
CeReMOnieS, ReCePTiOnS, 

And eLOPeMenTS •
• OveR 30 SAMe-Sex weddingS 

SinCe 2013 • 

Chip off the old block – 
radio personality and Pride 
host Ashley ‘Bam-Bam’ 
Harris
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they didn’t have housing for married stu-
dents, so we lived in a one-room dormito-
ry.  During my senior year, my wife taught 
school while we were living in this one 
room.  So, it wasn’t a very happy situation.  
I was also having questions if I wanted to 
stay in the ministry or not.  So I answered 
an ad in the newspaper to teach and I went 
on to teach eighth grade English at North 
Clayton High School for three years.” Jim 
and his wife went on to have two children, 
April Carol and James Lance.  “She has 
since passed away, but we were divorced 
prior to her passing,” Jim says.

While teaching, Jim became very ac-
tive in the state affiliate of the National 
Education Association (NEA), the national 
teachers’ union.  “I was elected teacher-
of-the-year for two years, and then was 
elected president of the state Classroom 
Teachers Association.  To be elected that 
young – I was in my twenties – was such an 

honor.  I then be-
came very active 
in the NEA, which 

hired me as the first Southeast regional 
director.  They opened a regional office in 
Atlanta, Georgia.  We were responsible for 
11 states and Puerto Rico.  However, we 
really had 22 state associations because 
the school systems were still segregated, 
and the NEA associations were also seg-
regated. My task became to coordinate the 
merger of all these teacher associations in 
the South, in addition to dealing with all the 
issues in Puerto Rico.”

Jim would stay with the NEA for the 
next 25 years. “In Alabama,” Jim con-
tinued, “I participated in the closing 
segments of the Selma to Montgomery 
march.  I distinctly remember a sign at the 
airport in Montgomery that said, ‘Welcome 
to the Cradle of the Confederacy.’ So that 
should give you an idea of the atmosphere 
for teaching and all during that time.” 

 The American Teachers Association 
(originally the National Association for 
Colored Teachers), was a separate orga-
nization that worked on issues of educa-
tional equality in tandem with the NEA.  
As racial desegregation advanced in the 

wake of the Civil Rights 
movement, both organi-
zations charted a path 
towards unification into 
what became the mod-
ern NEA.  That dream 
was eventually real-
ized when presidents 
of both organizations 
signed a historical 
merger agreement in 
1966. 

 “I was in the At-
lanta regional office 
and eventually be-
came the first region-
al director.  We would 
have meetings, and 
I would invite both 
segregated groups 
to Atlanta.  It was 
interesting because 
I would have two 
white and two black 
leaders, and we 
would sit down and 
eat.  It was the first 
time some of them 
had ever eaten as 
black and whites 
together.  Even 
though they’d 
been in the same 
school system for 
over 20 years, 

they had never met each other!
Louisiana and Mississippi were two of 

the last holdouts to integration.  “My goal 
was to work with those states to comply.  
In Mississippi, we’d have meetings there 
and we’d go into all the schools.  Howev-
er, we had to keep changing the license 
plates on our rental cars we were using 
because we were being followed, and all 
kinds of interesting things, like threats, 
were happening to us.”

It was during this time that Jim received 
a call in Atlanta from his bosses in Wash-
ington, DC, asking if he knew about Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. “I 

told them that you 
can’t be from Atlanta and not know who Dr. 
King was.  I didn’t personally know him, 
but I knew of him.”  Jim’s bosses wanted 
him to get a statement from Dr. King re-
garding a teacher’s union local in Chica-
go which was going through some issues 
with collective bargaining.  “So, I went to 
his church, and after services I went over 
to shake his hand.  I introduced myself 
and asked if I could talk to him privately.  
We went into his office afterward, and I 
explained to him the situation in Chicago.  
He asked me to leave my contact informa-
tion and that he would have to investigate 
and do some checking.  After investigat-
ing, he called me, and agreed to meet with 
the other local and we set up an appoint-
ment.”  Jim continued, “To me, at the time, 
he wasn’t as famous as he is now.  I would 
run into him more from time to time and he 

became more famous from his marches.  
This actually took place before the Selma 
march, as well.”

Jim continued to work with the NEA from 
the 1960s until the 1980s.  “It was while at 
the NEA that I came out.  In our Atlanta 
office, we had a guy who worked for me 
who was gay, and who represented our of-
fice as the ‘gay person.’  And then they had 
a meeting of the whole association where 
our offices were, and they had a program – 
a panel.  His name was Paul, and he came 
to me and said, ‘Jim, you know, you really 
should be the 

one on this panel, and not 
me, because you know more about it and 
it’s time that they know.’  So, he came up 
to my office, and I went down and sat in 
his chair.  Others were asking me, ‘Is Paul 
sick?’  I just told them that I’ll make that 
announcement when I speak on his behalf 
in the meeting.  So, when they introduced 
me, I came out before the whole group.  By 
this time, I was still pretty young, and I had 
already left my wife.  Some people were 
surprised, but others weren’t.  The group 
in the auditorium was 600 people.  So, I 
went up and talked about how important 
it was and I got a standing ovation.  The 
state executive came by and gave me 
a big hug.  Then I was starting to get all 
kinds of flowers and phone calls because 
I was the head of a unit.  At that time, I 
was an administrator, and it was an unusu-
al thing to do, but it was important to me.”

Jim was also instrumental in helping 

in HiS Own wOrDS  // JIM WILLIAMS

Jim Williams: In His Own Words
—continued from page 1

jim williams early in his 
career in (and under!) 
washington
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son for arranging things. He spoke to me 
at a reception in the White House in 1978. 
I worked with him later on during his presi-
dency when he spoke at the NEA assembly 
of over 10,000 delegates.  We had lots of 
meetings with him during his presidency.”

Jim went on to explain that he went 
on to work with a coalition of the NEA and 
the National Association of School Nurses, 
and the American Academy of Pediatrics 
to work on an educational curriculum to 
teach about HIV and AIDS.  Jim recounted, 
“I had Ryan White speak at our NEA con-
vention in New Orleans in 1988.”  During 
this time, White, became a national poster 
child for HIV/AIDS in the US after failing 
to be re-admitted to school following a di-
agnosis of AIDS.  “He was just a kid, but 
when he spoke, he spoke about how they 
wouldn’t let him come to school because 
of his disease.  He said that the thing that 
hurt him the most was that when he saw 
the news, the teachers who were opposing 
him to come back were his favorite teach-
ers.  During his speech, you could have 
heard a pin drop.  He received a standing 
ovation.  The next day, I took him and his 
mom to the airport.  While we were there, 
I noticed Ryan was over playing with a 
huge, life-size bear that was for sale.  I 
asked him mom what he was doing, and 
she said that it reminded him of the one 

he had played with 
when he was in 
the hospital.  So, I 
went over, bought 

the bear, and bought a seat for it on the 
airplane for him to take it home with him.  
He was quite a character, too.  He was a 
very, very smart kid.”

Following his retirement from the NEA, 
Jim worked for several Washington, DC, 
nonprofits, including Food & Friends.   Jim 

then became employed as executive di-
rector of Movable Feast. When Jim joined 
Movable Feast, it was going through a 
transition and he was instrumental in revi-
talizing the organization and expanding its 
scope. After retiring from Movable Feast, 
he became executive director of AIDS 
Interfaith Residential Services (AIRS), 
another AIDS service organization that 
needed a strong administrator. Because of 
Jim’s superb business sense, strong 
commitment to serving the communi-
ty and especially people with AIDS, 
he was an obvious choice and quickly 
helped stabilize AIRS.

While working for Movable Feast, 
Jim met Mike Chase, who was then ed-
itor of Gay life newspaper. They were 
instant friends.  When Chase’s spouse 
Lee Mooney, Joe Berg, and Jim Becker 
decided to launch Baltimore OUTloud 
Jim was an obvious choice to join the 
effort. Following the sudden death of 
Lee Mooney and the retirement of Mike 
Chase, Jim and Jim Becker continued to 
keep the newspaper publishing with the 
help of Mary Taylor, Steve Charing, and 
a host of other dedicated staff and volun-
teers that have served as the backbone 
of the newspaper from its inception.

Jim announced this month that he is 
retiring from the newspaper.

Co-publisher and executive editor for 
Baltimore OUTloud Jim Becker, reflect-
ed on his work with Jim. “It has been an 

absolute honor and pleasure to work with 
Jim. His keen sense of business and his 
years of commitment to the gay communi-
ty and our liberation provided the perfect 
balance to keep the newspaper on track 
in good and bad times. When he arrived 
in Baltimore to become executive director 
of Moveable Feast, he quickly adopted his 
new city and became a force in the non-
profit organizations providing services to 
people with AIDS. We are so fortunate to 
have him as one of the founders of Bal-
timore OUTloud. l will miss his sage ad-
vice and wish him all of the best in this 
much-deserved retirement.”

Baltimore OUTloud associate editor 
Mary Taylor, added, “Over the past eight 
years, I’ve come to appreciate the lead-
ership of Jim Williams.  His fatherly guid-
ance has encouraged me and others at 
this paper to shine.  Our relationship grew 
so much that I began to refer to him as 
‘Daddy’ because he lectured like one. It 
has been an honor to work along side Jim.  
I thank him for his guidance, support and 
faith that he has had in me to be part of 
Baltimore OUTloud. To me, he will always 
be Daddy and will always have a place in 
my heart.”

As Jim himself reflected on his time 
with the paper, he added, “I think it’s one 
of my best accomplishments.  It hasn’t al-
ways been easy, but what we do is a real 
service to this community.  We were told 
we wouldn’t last more than six months, and 
we are now in our 17th year.  This paper 
has allowed for so many opportunities for 
so many people.” t

former-President Jimmy Carter secure an 
important endorsement that would help 
him to get elected.  “The NEA would hold a 
meeting every year of the state presidents 
and the NEA directors at different locations.  
So, we had this meeting set up, and Jim-
my Carter was in his final year as governor 
of Georgia. He hadn’t announced yet, but 
he was getting ready to.  So, he asked us 
to come speak for this small group.  The 
teachers that were there from Georgia re-
fused to be on the stage with him or intro-
duce him because they were having a sala-
ry dispute in the state legislature.  So, being 
the only other person from Georgia, they 
had me do it.  They had me introduce him, 
and on the way to the airport from the meet-
ing he said, ‘Jimmy, I need to work on get-
ting the endorsement of the NEA, and I’m 
not going to get that unless I make peace 
with the folks back in Georgia.’  So, he told 
me that he had this idea to invite them to 
come to the governor’s mansion for lunch.  
I told him that it wasn’t a good idea, and 
that he should go to their office, meeting 
them on their turf and it would thrill them to 
death that he came to see them there.”  Jim 
continued, “A few weeks later I received 
a letter that said, ‘Dear Jimmy’ – we were 
both Jimmys. ‘Dear Jimmy – Thank you for 
your advice and counsel.  It will make me 
a better candidate and a better president.  
Your friend, Jimmy.’ So, that’s my Jimmy 
Carter story.  The NEA had never endorsed 
a presidential candidate before Jimmy Car-
ter, so I became kind of like the point per-

 “In Alabama, I participated 
in the closing segments of 
the Selma to Montgomery 

march.  I distinctly remember 
a sign at the airport in 
Montgomery that said, 

‘Welcome to the Cradle of the 
Confederacy.’ So that should 

give you an idea of the 
atmosphere for teaching and 

all during that time.” 

Baltimore OUTloud 
co-publishers jim 
williams (left) and jim 
Becker
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 °   Do not run out of DOVATO. Refi ll your prescription or talk to your healthcare provider before 
your DOVATO is all gone.

 °   Do not stop DOVATO without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider. If you     
stop taking DOVATO, your healthcare provider will need to check your health often and do 
blood tests regularly for several months to check your liver.

What is DOVATO?
DOVATO is a prescription medicine that is used without other antiretroviral medicines to treat HIV-1 
infection in adults: who have not received antiretroviral medicines in the past, and without known 
resistance to the medicines dolutegravir or lamivudine. HIV-1 is the virus that causes Acquired 
Immune Defi ciency Syndrome (AIDS). It is not known if DOVATO is safe and effective in children.
Who should not take DOVATO?
Do Not Take DOVATO if You:
•  have ever had an allergic reaction to a medicine that contains dolutegravir or lamivudine.
•  take dofetilide.
What should I tell my healthcare provider before using DOVATO?
Tell your healthcare provider about all of your medical conditions, including if you:
•  have or have had liver problems, including hepatitis B or C infection.
•  have kidney problems.
•   are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. One of the medicines in DOVATO (dolutegravir) may 

harm your unborn baby.
 °   You should not take DOVATO if you are planning to become pregnant or during

the fi rst 12 weeks of pregnancy. Your healthcare provider may prescribe a different 
medicine if you are planning to become pregnant or become pregnant during treatment 
with DOVATO.

 °   If you can become pregnant, your healthcare provider will perform a pregnancy test before you 
start treatment with DOVATO.

 °   If you can become pregnant, you should consistently use effective birth control 
(contraception) during treatment with DOVATO.

 °   Tell your healthcare provider right away if you are planning to become pregnant, you 
become pregnant, or think you may be pregnant during treatment with DOVATO.

•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take DOVATO.
 °   You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to your baby.
 °   One of the medicines in DOVATO (lamivudine) passes into your breastmilk.
 °   Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including prescription 
and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements.
Some medicines interact with DOVATO. Keep a list of your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.
•  You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of medicines that interact

with DOVATO.
•  Do not start taking a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider.

Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take DOVATO with other medicines.
What are Possible Side Effects of DOVATO?
DOVATO can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “What is the Most Important Information I Should Know about

DOVATO?” section.
•  Allergic reactions. Call your healthcare provider right away if you develop a rash

with DOVATO. Stop taking DOVATO and get medical help right away if
you develop a rash with any of the following signs or symptoms: fever; generally 
ill feeling; tiredness; muscle or joint aches; blisters or sores in mouth; blisters or peeling of 
the skin; redness or swelling of the eyes; swelling of the mouth, face, lips, or tongue; 
problems breathing. 

•  Liver problems. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus may have an increased risk
of developing new or worsening changes in certain liver tests during treatment with DOVATO. 
Liver problems, including liver failure, have also happened in people without a history of liver 
disease or other risk factors. Your healthcare provider may do blood tests to check your liver. 
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the following signs
or symptoms of liver problems: your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow
(jaundice); dark or “tea-colored” urine; light-colored stools (bowel movements); nausea or 
vomiting; loss of appetite; and/or pain, aching, or tenderness on the right side of your 
stomach area.

•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis is a serious medical 
emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get
any of the following symptoms that could be signs of lactic acidosis:
feel very weak or tired; unusual (not normal) muscle pain; trouble breathing; stomach pain 
with nausea and vomiting; feel cold, especially in your arms and legs; feel dizzy or lightheaded; 
and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Lactic acidosis can also lead to severe liver problems, which can lead to death.
Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). 
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the signs or symptoms
of liver problems which are listed above under “Liver problems.” You may be
more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you are female or
very overweight (obese).

©2019 ViiV Healthcare or licensor.
DLLADVT190005 May 2019
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Reasons to ask your doctor about DOVATO:
DOVATO can help you reach and then stay undetectable* with just 
2 medicines in 1 pill. That means fewer medicines† in your body while 
taking DOVATO

You can take it any time of day with or without food (around the 
same time each day)—giving you fl exibility

DOVATO is a once-a-day complete treatment for adults who are new 
to HIV-1 medicine.

Results may vary.
*Undetectable means reducing the HIV in your blood
 to very low levels (less than 50 copies per mL).
†  As compared with 3-drug regimens.

What are Possible Side Effects of DOVATO (cont’d)?
•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome)

can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may 
get stronger and begin to fi ght infections that have been hidden in your body 
for a long time. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having 
new symptoms after you start taking DOVATO.

•   The most common side effects of DOVATO include: headache; 
diarrhea; nausea; trouble sleeping; and tiredness.

These are not all the possible side effects of DOVATO. Call your doctor for 
medical advice about side effects. You may report side effects to FDA 
at 1-800-FDA-1088.
Where Can I Find More Information? 
•  Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist.
•   Go to DOVATO.com or call 1-877-844-8872, where you can also get 

FDA-approved labeling.

Trademark is owned by or licensed to the ViiV Healthcare group of companies.

SO MUCH GOES
INTO WHO I AM

HIV MEDICINE SHOULD 
BE THE LEAST OF IT.

ALPHONSO‡

Living with HIV

Reasons to ask your doctor about DOVATO:
DOVATO can help you reach and then stay undetectable* with just 
2 medicines in 1 pill. That means fewer medicines† in your body while 

You can take it any time of day with or without food (around the 

DOVATO is a once-a-day complete treatment for adults who are new 

Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) 
can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may 
get stronger and begin to fi ght infections that have been hidden in your body 
for a long time. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having 

headache; 

These are not all the possible side effects of DOVATO. Call your doctor for 

Go to DOVATO.com or call 1-877-844-8872, where you can also get 

Trademark is owned by or licensed to the ViiV Healthcare group of companies.
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Living with HIV

 ‡ Compensated by ViiV Healthcare

Could DOVATO be right for you? Ask your doctor today.

M05 - Right Hand Page

M05



8 t  BaLTiMOre OuTLOuD        june 7, 2019 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm

newS // LOCAL

Baltimore Men’s 
Chorus: 35th 

Anniversary Concert 
June 22nd

Join the Baltimore Men’s Chorus on Satur-
day, June 22nd at they celebrate 35 years 
of bringing pride and song to the Baltimore 
communit with a concert and silent auc-
tion. The concert will feature a program 
of music from every decade of the group’s 
history, including standards from years 
gone by, and new favorites. The concert 
begins at 7 pm at Memorial Episcopal 
Church (1407 Bolton Street, Baltimore). 
Come at 6:30 to check out their silent 
auction featuring items from Partnership 
Wealth Management, Golden West Cafe, 

City Winery DC, Sammy’s Trattoria, and 
the St. Gregory Hotel Dupont Circle. Gen-
eral admission tickets are $10, with an 
option available to support their work by 
giving “$35 for 35” and students, seniors 
and military tickets are $5. For tickets or 
more info visit the Facebook event page at 
Bit.ly/316HpXR. t

Officially Unofficial 
Trans Pride Festival

June 13th
On Thursday, June 13th, join the Baltimore 
Transgender Alliance as they host the 
2019 Officially Unofficial Trans Pride Fes-
tival, from 5 to 10 pm at Charm City Mead-
works (400 East Biddle Street, Baltimore). 
The event will include a resource fair from 
5 to 8 pm featuring the Baltimore Trans-
gender Alliance, Sex Workers Outreach 
Project, Planned Parenthood Maryland, 
Clear / Lite, TransHealthcare MD, Health-
care for the Homeless and StarTrack. As 
well, enjoy performances by O’so Divine 

Dance and Modeling, Koryne, Ravynn La-
shay Remii, MskDesigns, P0stb1nary, and 
music by DJ Ducky Dynamo. Happy-hour 
specials run from 5 to 7 pm There is no 
cover, however donations are appreciated. 
The event is open to all ages. For more 
info visit the Facebook event page at Bit.
ly/2WlbjJ2. t

New Wave Singers: 
‘Stonewall’ Concert, 

June 8th
Join the New Wave Singers of Baltimore, 
Maryland’s premiere LGBT’s mixed chorus 
at 7 pm on Saturday, June 8th, and then 
again at 4 pm on Sunday, June 9th for their 
spring concert, “Stonewall: From Revo-
lution to Celebration!” The concert will 
feature their interpretations of songs that 
would have would have been featured on 
the jukebox at the Stonewall Inn on the date 
of the uprising in 1969, together with an-
thems that have served as the soundtrack 
of the modern LGBTQ rights movement. 
Saturday’s concert will be held at Epiph-
any Episcopal Church of Timonium (2216 
Pot Spring Road, Timonium), and Sun-
day’s concert takes place at Grace United 

Methodist Church of Baltimore (5407 North 
Charles Street, Baltimore). Tickets are $18 
online in advance or $20 at the door. Visit 
Newwavesingers.org/tickets. t

BY rODneY BurGer 
A few years ago, I rented a house in Puer-
to Vallarta, Mexico, with a group of friends. 
We really enjoyed the LGBT nightlife. Our 
favorite bar was Paco’s Ranch, which held 
amazing drag shows at 12:30 am and 3 
am. I particularly loved their shows be-
cause unlike a gay bar I had visited years 
ago in Cancun that was filled with nothing 
but Caucasian guys in Polo shirts, Paco’s 
Ranch was filled with beautiful Latino peo-
ple and the drag show was not in English. 
We went every night. It was so much fun. 

Recently my friend Selvin told me about 
a Latino LGBT bar that just opened Febru-
ary 2019 right here in Baltimore. It is called 
Los Toro’s Bar and Grill and is located at 
55 South Kresson Street at the corner of 
South Kresson and Lombard Streets. On 
a recent Tuesday I went with Selvin and 
a few friends to see a gala show put on by Mayline Guerrero and Marbella Lopez 
with Milenna Saint Cartier, Lunita Perrony Michaels, and others. The show didn’t 
start until midnight, but we got there at 10 so we could grab a bite before the perfor-
mance. Los Toro’s has a full menu of amazing food and serves late into the night. 
Yes, it was helpful to have my friend Selvin with me because not all of the staff 
speaks English, but ev-
eryone was friendly and 
welcoming. Plus, the 
show was spectacular, 
with elaborate gowns 
and glittering costumes. 
The performances were 
high-energy and almost 
entirely in Spanish, but I 
did not mind. I felt like I 
was transported back to 
Puerto Vallarta! 

Los Toro’s has many 
more shows and special 
events planned and even 
has a Karaoke night. 
Details can be found at 
Torosbargrill.com or on 
Facebook at Los Toro’s 
Bar and Grill. Look for 
them also in the Balti-
more Gay Pride Parade. 
Now I don’t have to travel 
over 2,500 miles to get to 
Paco’s Ranch, a taste of 
Puerto Vallarta has come 
to Baltimore! t

Going International Without 
Going Out of Town

Plenty of ooh-la-
la at Los Toros’s 

Bar and Grill

It’s Pride 
2019
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catalyst for uniting and empowering sexu-
al and gender minorities in Baltimore and 
Central Maryland, and to advocate for a 
better quality of life for the entire communi-
ty. This year’s Pride celebration is not only 
occurring at a critical point in our history 
but will serve as a weekend for individuals 
from various walks of life to 
commemorate, organize, and 
be festive. 

Baltimore Pride weekend 
will commence on June 14th 
with the 13th annual Twilight 
on the Terrace fundraiser. 
Twilight is the largest fund-
raiser for the Pride Center 
of Maryland and Baltimore Pride 
and provides attendees with a spectacular 
night of food, fun, and socializing. Attend-
ees of this year’s event will have the op-
portunity to bid on one or several AmFund 
Sponsored Vacation Packages. Twilight on 
the Terrace will take place on June 14th 
from 7 to 11 pm at Gertrude’s at the Bal-

Baltimore Pride Weekend, the Official Bal-
timore Pride Parade takes place. The pa-
rade is a lively 11-block procession start-

ing at North Charles and 33rd Streets, 
passing Wyman 

Park and ending at 
North Charles and 
23rd Streets. 

Of course, it 
would not be a pa-
rade without our an-
nual Pride High Heel 
race. Heels must be 

at least two-inches high (the 
queens will be measuring honey!). For the 
first time, Pride will host a mini Pet Parade 
for our furry companions. Following the 
parade, the Pride Block Party in Station 
North is where you want to be for all the 
action. More details about the artists and 

BaLTiMOre PriDe  2019

It’s Pride 
2019—continued from page 1

entertainment schedule can be found on 
pages 12 and 13). Also, don’t forget to re-
serve your spot at the “Rainbow” Lot. 

As the sun sets on Saturday and shines 
again on a new day, the Baltimore Pride 
Committee and the Pride Center of Mary-
land staff and volunteers will be pitching 
tents and coordinating the Sunday Pride 
Festival in Druid Hill Park from noon to 6 
pm. The Pride Festival will celebrate fam-
ilies and children with a kid-friendly envi-
ronment including music and entertain-
ment stages, a drag stage, exhibitors, and 

local food trucks.
Unity, diversity, commemoration, cele-

bration – whatever motivates you to enjoy 
this extravagant weekend we at the Pride 
Center of Maryland and the Baltimore 
Pride Planning Committee want to wish 
you a happy and safe Pride season. Hap-
py Pride! t

For more info about the Pride parade, 
Block Party, and Pride Festival visit the 
Baltimore Pride website at Baltimorepride.
org.

timore Museum of 
Art (10 Art Museum 
Drive, Baltimore). 

On June 15th, 
the largest event of 



10 t  BaLTiMOre OuTLOuD        june 7, 2019 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm

BeYOnD THe BeLTwaY

Presbyterian 
minister spoke 
out for gay 
people in the 
1900s

Philadelphia – Historian Jonathan 
Katz’s participation in a gay liberation 
organization during the 1970s spurred 
his passion for researching LGBTQ his-

tory. A native of 
New York City’s 
Greenwich Vil-
lage, Katz joined 
the Gay Activ-
ists Alliance in 
1971. His inter-
est fueled his 
recent discovery 
at Philadelphia’s 
P r e s b y t e r i a n 
Historical Soci-
ety. There, he 
found new evi-
dence support-
ing the theory 

that Rev. Carl Schlegel, a German immi-
grant to the US, publicly defended gay 
rights in New Orleans in 1906-07 – making 
him the earliest-known gay rights activist 
in the country, Katz said. 

Schlegel, a Presbyterian minister, was 
known for advocating for homosexuals 
in the early-20th century and distributing 
publications by the Scientific-Humanitari-
an Committee, a historic Berlin-based gay 
rights organization later destroyed by the 
Nazis. The group later inspired fellow pio-
neering homosexual activist Henry Gerber 
to found the Society for Human Rights in 
Chicago, the country’s first gay liberation 
organization, in 1924. 

A New York church fired Schlegel from 

its ministry in 1905, likely for promoting 
these ideas, Katz found. He was sent to 
New Orleans where members of the Pres-
bytery of New Orleans voted him guilty of 

“sin” and fired him in 1907 for similar of-
fenses. (Philadelphia Gay News – laura 
Smythe at epgn.com/news/local/14722-
evidence-of-first-lgbtq-activist-found-in-
queen-village)

Girl charged 
with ‘child porn’ 
over selfie of her 
oral sex act

annapolis, Maryland – Robby Soave 
reports on reason.com that a 16-year-old 
girl is facing child-pornography charges for 
making a sex video of herself. A finding of 
guilt would be an attack on the autonomy 
and self-ownership of all young people. 
The Court of Appeals, Maryland’s highest 
court will soon decide whether the girl, 

“SK,” can face child-pornography charges 
for taking a video of herself performing a 
sex act and sending it to a few of her close 
friends. SK shared the video, in which she 
performs consensual oral sex on an un-
identified male, with two close friends and 
fellow students, who later reported her to 
the school resource officer. SK was the 
only person charged in connection with the 
alleged crime.

The Court of Special Appeals upheld 
SK’s conviction, ruling that the consensual 
nature of the sex act in question was irrel-
evant, as was the fact that it was not illegal 
for SK to perform the act. Taking a video 
of the act and sending it to other people 
constituted distribution of child pornog-
raphy, according to the court’s decision. 

“The First Amendment to the United States 
Constitution did not protect conduct of a 
minor who distributed a digital video file of 
herself engaged as a subject in consensu-
al sexual conduct,” wrote the court.

At her initial hearing, the prosecutor 
said the state was not “trying to prove a 
point in going forward with this case,” but 
that “the state believes that [SK] is in need 
of some guidance, rehabilitation for some-
thing deeper” and “is just trying to help 
her.” Because her case on the distribu-
tion of child pornography was in juvenile 
court, the teen never faced a mandatory 
sentence or the possibility of having to 
register as a sex offender. She was put 
on probation and referred for a mental 
health evaluation. Her attorney, Public 

Defender Claudia Cortese, argued that 
the statute in question was not intended 
to punish minors for being featured in por-
nographic materials, but rather, to protect 
them. Punishing SK, as the state has at-
tempted to do, is cruel and authoritarian. 
(reason.com – robby Soave at reason.
com/2019/05/29/16-year-old-girl-sex-porn-
child-court-case)

High Court 
won’t hear 
challenge to 
trans students’ 
rights

washington, DC – The US Supreme 
Court announced on May 28th that it will 
not hear a challenge to school policies 
that allow transgender students to use 
restrooms and locker rooms that match 
their gender identity. The court’s decision 
leaves such policies in place, at least for 
now, and represents a victory for trans 
rights. The high court will only take up cas-
es that at least four justices vote to hear.

The case, doe v. Boyertown area 
School district, originated with a group 
of four students at a Pennsylvania high 
school, who claimed that their privacy 
rights were violated by a school policy al-
lowing trans students to use facilities that 
matched their gender identities. The four 
were represented by the anti-LGBT group 
Alliance Defending Freedom.

The central legal issue is the interpre-
tation of Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972, which forbids schools that 
receive federal funds – in other words, al-
most all schools in the US – from discrim-
inating on the basis of sex. The Obama 
administration believed that the language 
of Title IX also protected gender identity. 
When that reading of Title IX was chal-
lenged by lawsuits, the Supreme Court 

was preparing to review the case, but a 
policy change by the Trump administration 
rendered the suit moot and the high court 
ultimately declined to hear it. The ACLU 
called the Supreme Court’s decision “an 
enormous victory for transgender students 
across the country… . But our work is far 
from over. We will continue to defend the 
transgender community from attacks in 
the courts, the legislatures, and the White 
House.” (Seattle Gay News – mike andrew 
at Sgn.org/sgnnews47_22/page2.cfm)

Philippines prez 
says he cured 
himself from 
being gay

Tokyo – Philippines President Rodrigo 
Duterte accused a rival politician of being 
homosexual on Thursday, May 30th and 
then claimed he also used to be gay until he 

“cured” himself. During a speech in Tokyo 
to members of Japan’s Filipino community, 
Duterte claimed a gay person had told him 
that Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV, a frequent 
critic of Duterte, must be gay based on the 
way he moves. The Philippine news web-
site Rappler said Duterte claimed to have 
once been gay himself. “Trillanes and I are 
similar, but I cured myself,” Duterte told 
the crowd. “When I began a relationship 
with [former wife Elizabeth] Zimmerman, I 
said, this is it. I became a man again.”

After the speech, Duterte seemed 
to want to demonstrate his heterosexu-
al bona fides. He invited several women, 
whom CNN Philippines described as hav-
ing “slender bodies, pale skin, and long, 
silky hair,” onstage for a smooch. Duter-
te had other requirements as well. “First, 
you shouldn’t be married, okay? Second, 
you’re not a minor. You, ma’am, you want 
a smooch?” he said, according to CNN 
Philippines.

rev. Carl Schlegel

compiled by Jim Becker

Girl’s fate in their hands

Prez ‘Death Squad’ Dueterte – Would gays 
even want him among their ranks?

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.



BaLTiMOre OuTLOuD    june 7, 2019 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm  t  11 

BeYOnD THe BeLTwaY

Duterte’s public positions on homosex-
uality have been inconsistent to say the 
least. Although he has expressed support 
for same-sex marriage, he also is fond of 
using gay slurs to attack opponents, such 
as when he called US Ambassador to the 
Philippines Philip Goldberg a gay “son of 
a whore.” The Philippine leader has also 
been criticized for using misogynistic lan-
guage and making light of sexual violence, 
and has been accused of overseeing vari-
ous human rights abuses. (HuffPost – da-
vid moye at Huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/
philippines-rodrigo-duterte-gay_n_5cf15e-
c3e4b0e346ce7dc142)

Trump repeals 
Obamacare 
protections for 
LGBT people

new York City – On May 24th, the US 
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices (HHS) unveiled its proposed regula-
tion to roll back regulations issued during 
the Obama administration that clarified 
that, pursuant to federal law, the sex dis-
crimination protections of the Affordable 
Care Act (Obamacare) forbid discrimina-
tion against LGBT people. The proposed 
regulations would carve out LGBT people 
from the Affordable Care Act’s nondiscrim-
ination protections, and purport to permit 
health care workers, doctors, hospitals, 
and health insurance companies that re-
ceive federal funding to refuse to provide 
or cover health care services critical to 
the health and well-being of LGBT people, 
such as transition-related and reproduc-
tive care. The proposed regulations also 
seek to permit, yet again, health care en-
tities and workers to be able to deny in-
surance or care to LGBT patients or poli-
cy holders because of personal, religious, 
or moral beliefs, endangering the lives of 
LGBT people. 

Lambda Legal Litigation Director Di-
ana Flynn released the following state-
ment: “Yet again, the Trump administration 
strives to harm LGBT people, this time by 
rolling back crucial health care protections 
for LGBT people and other vulnerable per-
sons. By repealing a regulation clarifying 
that LGBT people are protected against 
health care discrimination under the Af-
fordable Care Act’s nondiscrimination pro-
visions, the Trump administration seeks to 
deny life-saving health care to LGBT peo-
ple and others and replaces these critical 

protections with a narrow definition of sex 
not grounded in science or the law.

“The Trump-Pence administration’s tar-
geting of the LGBT community is unmis-
takable and unconscionable. HHS should 
be in the business of ensuring that people 
get the health care they need, not provid-
ing excuses for providers and insurers to 
turn people away… . This latest assault 
on our rights will not go unchallenged. 
Anyone who experiences mistreatment in 
health care services based on their sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or HIV status 
should contact our Legal Help Desk to 
discuss their potential legal options… . To-
day’s announcement from HHS is not the 
last word – Lambda Legal will use every 
tool in our arsenal to defend LGBT peo-
ple from the kind of discrimination that this 
proposal intends to unleash.” (Seattle Gay 
News – courtesy of lambda legal at Sgn.
org/sgnnews47_22/page1.cfm)

 ... and Trump to 
allow anti-trans 
bias in homeless 
shelters

washington, DC – The Congressional 
LGBT Equality Caucus today denounced 
a new rule from the Trump administration 
that would allow anti-transgender discrim-
ination in homeless shelters. The Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) announced the proposed rule last 
May 22nd, which would roll back protec-
tions for transgender people experiencing 
homelessness by allowing taxpayer-fund-
ed shelters to turn away transgender peo-
ple based on a number of factors, including 
the shelter provider’s religious views. The 
proposed rule comes one day after Secre-
tary of HUD Ben Carson assured members 
of Congress the agency had no plans to 
eliminate or revise the 2012 Equal Access 
Rule, which bars federal housing discrimi-
nation on the basis of sexual orientation or 

gender identity.
“As the former executive director of 

California’s largest homeless services 
nonprofit, I have personally seen how dis-
proportionately transgender individuals, 
especially trans people of color, experi-
ence housing instability and homeless-
ness. The effects are devastating,” said 
LGBT Equality Caucus Co-Chair Rep. Ka-
tie Hill (CA-25). “While we face a growing 
crisis across our country, it seems that 
this administration’s priority is enabling 
discrimination, instead of getting as many 
people into stable housing as possible.”

According to the US Transgender Sur-
vey, nearly one-third of transgender and 
gender non-binary people experience 
homelessness at some point in their life, 
putting them at risk of physical and sexu-
al violence. Seventy percent of transgen-
der people who tried going to a shelter 
in the last year were kicked out for being 
transgender, were physically or sexually 
assaulted, or faced another form of mis-
treatment because of their gender identi-
ty. (lGBT equality caucus press release, 
may 29th, 2019)

What happens 
when an HIV-
positive man 
expects to die & 
doesn’t?

Hollywood, California – In a fasci-
nating article in Gentleman’s Quarterly at 
GQ.com, Nathaniel Penn tells the story 
of Mark Olmsted, who contracted HIV in 
the early 1980s, and figured the disease 
was a death sentence. And so he hatched 
a scheme to live out his last years in style 

– swiping credit cards, bilking insurance 
companies, even faking his own death. 
What’s the problem with some forgery, 
fraud, and crystal meth if you’ll soon be 
gone? A better question might have been: 
What the hell happens if you survive? The 
article is titled “The Curious Cons of the 
Man Who Wouldnt Die.”

Penn writes, “Mark was tweaking when 
he forged his own death certificate. Meth 
gave him diamante focus and huge con-
fidence. The drug was like a cheering 
section in his veins, telling him he was a 
genius, they’d never catch him. This was 
late in October 2003, at his desk in the 
apartment on Willoughby Avenue in West 
Hollywood. Mark based the forgery, as 

usual, on his brother Luke’s death certifi-
cate, [a doctor who died of AIDS in 1990] 
now more than ten years old. Using Pho-
toshop, he altered names, dates, vital sta-
tistics. (Such a boon, Photoshop. For his 
first forgery, he’d had to use scissors and 
adhesive.) He imported the public health 
director’s signature straight into the file. 
The final flourish was the embossed seal 
he’d bought off the shelf at Office Depot... 

. Mark completed the death certificate, as 
well as a fake New York Times paid death 
notice… . He wrote a cover letter for the 
documents, addressed to the Los Angeles 
County Probation Department. He signed 
the letter in the name of his dead brother, 
Luke. It was his sad duty, “Luke” wrote, to 
report the death of his brother, Mark Ol-
msted, from AIDS complications... . On 
November 4th, a deputy probation officer 
replied by mail to Luke.’ The county was 
dropping all charges against his deceased 
brother, Mark, effective immediately.

“More than ten years after LA County 
declared him dead, Mark Olmsted con-

tacted me on 
Twitter, claiming 
to have carried 
out an ingenious, 
decade-long con 
during one of 
the most terri-
ble pandemics 
in world histo-
ry. He said he’d 
been diagnosed 
with AIDS in the 
early 1980s, at 
age 30, and had 
never expect-
ed to reach his 

40s. But instead 
of dying, he had 

succumbed to a kind of temporary insan-
ity – one that lasted for years. To finance 
the life, he kept thinking would end at any 
moment, he had committed increasingly 
creative and reckless varieties of fraud. He 
told me in our first conversations that he 
had faked his own death several times; I 
couldn’t quite keep track of how many. He 
had stolen his brother’s identity and faked 
his death, too, despite the fact that his 
brother was already dead. Over the phone, 
he sometimes sounded like a profiteer of 
the AIDS era, and sometimes like a victim 
of it.” He became a meth dealer, went to 
prison, and is now living a con-free life. t 
Read the full story using the link that fol-
lows: (Gentleman’s Quarterly – GQ.com – 
Nathaniel Penn at Gq.com/story/the-man-
who-wouldnt-die)

royal reception

... but Trump not for LGBT

Mark Olmsted – grifter 
extraordinaire turned 
con-free
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The Pride Center of 
Maryland Calendar 

of Events
Friday 6/7
Center Work (students study hall) 3:00pm-5:00pm (Rm. 3)
Marijuana Anonymous (MA) 6:30pm -8:30pm (Rm. 3)
Saturday 6/8
Alcoholics Anonymous 6:00pm-8:00pm (Rm. 3)
Sunday 6/9
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) 11:00am-1:00pm (Rm. 3)
Gentle Mindful Yoga ($10 drop-in) 3:30pm -4:45pm (Rm. 3)
Monday 6/10
No Programs
Tuesday 6/11
Free Legal Clinic with MVLS 1:00pm-4:00pm (Rm. 1)
Free HIV/STI Testing at the Center 2:00pm-5:00pm 
Teen Art Group 5:30pm-7:30pm (Rm. 2)
Wednesday 6/12
Center Work (students study hall) 3:00pm-5:00pm (Rm. 3)
Baltimore Pride Volunteer Training 6:00pm-8:00pm (Rm. 3)
Family Matters (parenting group) 6:00pm-7:30pm (Lounge)
Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence 6:30pm-8:00pm (Rm. 2)
Mankind Project 7:00pm-9:15pm (Rm. 1)
Sexual Compulsives Anonymous 7:00pm-8:00pm  
(Conf. Rm.)
Thursday 6/13
Free HIV/STI Testing at the Center 2:00pm-5:00pm
Family Game Night 6:30pm-9:30pm (Lounge)
Friday 6/14
Center Work (students study hall) 3:00pm-5:00pm (Rm. 3)
Marijuana Anonymous (MA) 6:30pm -8:30pm (Rm. 3)
Saturday 6/15
Alcoholics Anonymous 5:00pm-8:00pm (Lounge)
Queer Families Potluck 11:00am-12:30pm
Sunday 6/16
Narcotics Anonymous (NA) 11:00am-1:00pm (Rm. 3)
Gentle Mindful Yoga ($10 drop-in) 3:30pm -4:45pm (Rm. 3)
Coming Out Support Group 5:00pm-7:00pm (Rm. 3)
Monday 6/17
No Programs
Tuesday 6/18
Free HIV/STI Testing at the Center 2:00pm-5:00pm 
Teen Art Group 5:30pm-7:30pm (Rm. 2)
SILhouette- Spiritually In-tune Lesbians (Rm. 3)
Wednesday 6/19
Center Work (students study hall) 3:00pm-5:00pm (Rm. 3)
Mankind Project 7:00pm-9:15pm (Rm. 1)
Sexual Compulsives Anonymous 7:00pm-8:00pm 
(Conf. Rm.)
Trans Baltimore 7:00pm-9:00pm (Rm. 3)
Thursday 6/20
Free & Confidential HIV Testing 2:30pm-5:00pm
Baltimore Trans-Masculine Alliance 6:30pm-9:00pm (Rm. 2)
Friday 6/21
Center Work (students study hall) 3:00pm-5:00pm (Rm. 3)
Marijuana Anonymous (MA) 6:30pm -8:30pm (Rm. 3)
Saturday 6/22
Alcoholics Anonymous 6:00pm-8:00pm (Rm. 3)

Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
Baltimore Pride 2019 entertainment Schedule

June 15 & 16, 2019

SUNDAY PERFORMERS

12:00 Host- Bam Bam
12:05 Announcements
12:10 Tiana Asili
12:40 Miss Gay Maryland America
1:00 Ms. Kelli
1:25 Be Steadwell
1:50 Tom Goss
2:25 Brody Ray
2:50 Dj set
3:20 Jennifair
4:15 Ball Commentator-TrebraBlahnik

SATURDAY PERFORMERS

4:00 Host-Jay Will
4:05 Announcements
4:15 Baltimore City Mayor Jack Young
4:30 School of Rock
5:15 Queen of Pride-Bambi Galore
5:35 Dj set-Cuzin B
6:00 Boomscat
6:55 King of Pride-Justin Sane
7:20 Septimius the Great
8:00 Yae Dee
8:10 Dj set- House and Club Music
8:40 Kandie
9:10 Dej Loaf-Headliner
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Exciting News!
These past few months the Pride Cen-
ter of Maryland continued to position 
itself to serve Maryland’s sexual and 
gender minority (SGM) community in 
more deliberate and expansive ways. 
For instance, this past March I went 
down to Annapolis to present a Bond 
Bill to the Maryland State Legislature to 
request capital funding for a new build-

Each year thousands of hours of planning, designing, and 
meeting go into preparing for one three-day weekend of fes-
tivities that result in the Baltimore Pride Parade and Festival. 
Without our gracious and supportive volunteers and the Pride 
Planning Committee, we would not be able to accomplish 
such a tremendous feat. So, from all of us at The Pride Center 
of Maryland and the Pride Coordinator, we extend a heart-felt 

thank you! We love that you love us. Happy Pride!

Thank You Pride Planning 
Committee and Volunteers

ED Corner
ing project. I’m happy to report that the 
State awarded us with $500,000. Addi-
tional funding will be acquired through 
community donations and fundraising 
efforts. The Center will finally own a 
building again. This project will serve 
all of Maryland’s SGM community and 
this is our way to ensure that Mary-
land’s SGM community will always 
have a place to call their own. Visibility 

is affirmation and there is nothing more 
empowering than having a space that 
will belong to the community.

Event Flashback
Pride is upon us again. There is no 
doubt that Prides across the nation 
have increasingly gotten the attention 
of corporations, who for a single week-
end wave their brands in support of our 
community. Likewise, this has gotten 
the attention of many in our communi-
ty who have called on their Centers to 
take a stronger stance against corpora-
tions who do not fully support the com-
munity past Pride weekends. Taking all 
of this into consideration this year the 
Center held its inaugural Pride SGM 
employment fair, where we asked ev-
ery single Pride sponsor to attend and 
hire from our community.

Leading up to the event we held a spe-
cial Helping Hands Clothing Closet 
event in April that featured business at-
tire. The following week we held work-
shops for the entire day that featured 
resume building and job interview skills 
and coaching to the community. The 
day of the job fair we had 25 different 

companies, all of which are Baltimore 
Pride 2019 sponsors, present and 
ready to hire from our community. To 
me, hiring from Maryland’s SGM com-
munity signifies a much-needed com-
mitment from organizations who oper-
ate in Maryland and more importantly 
who participate in our Pride celebra-
tions.

Center Services
In addition to the above, the Center 
continues to provide many program-
ming options including case man-
agement and HIV testing. When we 
changed our name to the Pride Center 
of Maryland, we meant it. We are here 
to serve Maryland’s SGM communi-
ty and we live by our mission to be a 
catalyst for uniting and empowering 
sexual and gender minorities in Bal-
timore and Central Maryland, and to 
advocate for a better quality of life for 
the entire community. Come visit your 
Center soon, and I hope to see you at 
this year’s Pride and all the many Pride 
events.

The Pride Center of Maryland Releases Incident Reporting 
Form for Sexual and Gender Minority Community Following 
Discrimination by Local Business
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
Every year for over 44 years the Pride Center of 
Maryland has organized Baltimore Pride, the larg-
est cultural event for the sexual and gender minority 
(SGM) community. Without the support of local busi-
nesses and organizations, planning and successfully 
hosting Baltimore Pride would not be possible. Pride 
is a time that signifies unity, diversity, and the com-
memoration of the historic events that led to this cel-
ebratory moment. Unfortunately, this year we were 
reminded that even amid our celebration, there are 
still several social and cultural roadblocks that we 
continue to endure. 
A locally franchised branch of the nationally recog-
nized transportation company Penske informed us 
that due to the nature of the events we promote, their 
company would not be associated with our communi-
ty. This is not only a reminder that the fight for equali-
ty is not over, but that we as a community must stand 
together and continue to support eachother. This is 
how we grow. As for the business, we will continue to 
support businesses that support us. However, this is 
not an isolated incident. 
Throughout the last several weeks, The Pride Cen-
ter of Maryland has received numerous reports of 
violence and discrimination experienced by Balti-
more’s SGM Community. These reports have not 
solely highlighted acts of discrimination and violence 
perpetrated by businesses, but within community as 
well. In response to the growing number of reports 
we have received, and given the on-going strained 
relationship between the Baltimore Police Depart-
ment and the local SGM Community, The Pride Cen-
ter of Maryland has developed and released, on its 
website, a form to report various incidences of vio-
lence and discrimination experienced by community 
members. The Incident Report Form can be found 
under the services tab of The Center’s website at 
www.pridecentermd.org. 
The form is not meant to replace formal reporting of 
a crime to the proper authorities but will be utilized 
to capture and track the frequency of which SGM’s 
are forced to navigate acts of violence and discrimi-
nation, who was responsible for the incident, the vic-
tim’s gender identity, and the zip code of which the 
offence occurred. By providing a space within com-

munity for individuals to report their experiences we 
hope to work more collaboratively with city leaders 
and community organizations to provide increased 

protections for the SGM Community of Baltimore and 
Greater Maryland. The Pride Center of Maryland re-
mains committed to its mission of being a catalyst 
for uniting and empowering sexual and gender mi-
norities in Baltimore and Central Maryland, and to 
advocate for a better quality of life for the entire com-
munity.

The Pride Center of Maryland Releases Incident Reporting 
Form for Sexual and Gender Minority Community Following 
Discrimination by Local Business
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vice.” I wasn’t 
going to allow 
the non-prof-
it organization 
that was host-
ing me to have 
to scramble for 
another speaker 
the day before 
the event.

My friend 
Jon was staring 
at me after the 
doctors left my 
room. “Didn’t you 
just write about 
this?” he asked. I 

had no idea 
what he was 
talking about. “Write about 
what?” I responded.

“That article you just fin-
ished for Poz magazine,” he 
said. “About all those people 
making themselves sick and 
going to the hospital because they 

were so ‘dedicated’ to their HIV advoca-
cy?”

“Oh. That article,” I allowed. My essay, 
“What Price Activism,” does indeed profile 
HIV advocates who worked so hard that 
they exceeded their personal boundaries 
and, in a couple cases, ended up in the 
hospital after seriously overdoing it. Self-
care and all that.

“Those stories are completely differ-
ent,” I argued to Jon. “The people in my 
Poz story had so many HIV obligations 
that they ended up going to the hospital. 
I am leaving the hospital to go to an HIV 
obligation. See how that’s different?”

“Yeah,” Jon said. His eyes rolled back. 
“You keep telling yourself that.”

Driving me to the airport in 
the morning, my husband Mi-
chael was so mad he could bare-
ly speak. “I do not agree with this 
decision,” he managed to say, 
unloading my bag from the car 
and providing a cursory farewell 
embrace.

Does it matter if I tell you that 
I was fine, that I had stopped the 
meds I believed were causing 
the problem, that I made it to 
Minneapolis without further inci-
dent, that my speaking engage-
ments went really well, or that I 
have not suffered a fainting spell 
since?

That’s my dilemma, really. I 
want to argue that I am an em-
powered patient and I know my 
body and what was best for me. 

Fainting is weird, especially the third time 
it happened during one weekend. By that 
time, I knew enough to grab a safe spot 
– the front steps of the house, I had been 
admiring the blooms in the courtyard – be-
fore the queasy rush that had suddenly 
consumed me would knock the lights out.

Waking up is even stranger, when 
your scrambled brain is flashing images 
of an Amy Schumer comedy and a rabbit 
hole Godzilla loud argument … What the 
hell?am i here? … and then the front steps 
come into focus and holy shit I just fainted 
again.

The first two spells had been the 
night before, ten minutes apart. I decid-
ed against going to the hospital because 
I was pretty sure of the cause: I had been 

What Self-Care?

taking two medications known for lowering 
blood pressure along with an HIV med that 
boosted everything. Not a good combina-
tion, and I was already working with my 
doctor on a change.

My husband didn’t trust that explana-
tion after the third blackout and took me to 
the emergency room.

Within an hour I was in a room with 
EKGs and an IV. I waited around a lot, took 
selfies, and generally downplayed the cir-
cumstance I had found myself in.

Worse, I was scheduled to get on a 
plane in the morning for a trip to Minneso-
ta. I was the keynote speaker at the Op-
portunity Conference, sponsored by JUST 
US Health in Minneapolis. 
And I was doing a work-
shop. And I was meeting 
with a group of clients liv-
ing with HIV.

The doctors wanted 
me to stay so they could 
follow my EKG longer, 
even though it hadn’t spit 
out anything alarming so 
far. And they wanted to get an echocardio-
gram in the morning.

I said no. I would be leaving in a few 
hours for my plane “against medical ad-

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous

‘it’s 
3 am and i have 
a plane to catch 
in the morning, 

people.’

I left my 
hospital bed 

to make an 
HIV event. 

THinkinG OuTLOuD

A n d 
even as I type that sentence 
I can see the arrogance of it. 
I realize now that it doesn’t 
matter if I turned out to be right 
about the cause of my fainting. 
The point is, what if I had been 
wrong?

And now, re-reading my Poz magazine 
essay, I have even more empathy for the 
crazy-sounding antics of the advocates I 
interviewed – and even more concern that 
we tend to advocate for everyone except 
ourselves. We just won’t take that oxygen 
mask first.

Or, maybe I am so completely self-ab-
sorbed and hungry for the spotlight that I 
left a hospital bed to be an AIDS Star in 
Minnesota. I mean, as long as we’re being 
honest, it’s worth considering.

Here’s to a renewal of self-care this 
summer for all of us. And if you need a 
speaker for your next event, drop me a 
line!

I’ll show up. Probably. t
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(202) 329-7189

Accepting New Patients

11 E Lexington St 
Suite 100

HIVcare.org

Dr. Leleka Doonquah, MD
Baltimore’s HIV Expert
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•Day, Evening, and Sunday classes
•93% pass rate on licensing exam 
•Employment assistance upon graduation

•Small classes with hands-on training 
•Part-time and full-time options
•Affordable tuition and financing, 
   including Federal Student Aid
   and VA Benefits

Become an Allied Health Care Professional in as Little as 11 Months! 

Holistic Massage Training Institute
2834 Loch Raven Road. Baltimore, MD 21218
410-243-4688  •  MassageTrainingBaltimore.com

Are you ready to excel in a rapidly growing career? 
Join our community of talented students,

massage therapists, and instructors

Stay in Touch!

quaLiTY OF LiFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Dear Summer,
The rash you 

are describing is 
called intertrigo or 
intertriginous der-
matitis – which is 
just Latin for irritat-
ed skin folds. This 
can occur anywhere 
on the body where 
folds of skin touch 
and sweat collects. 
The areas you men-
tion are common; it 
also occurs below the 
breasts, in neck folds, be-
hind the knees, behind the 
ears. The rash is caused by 
skin irritation from the salt in sweat. Once 
the skin is irritated and tender from sweat, 
fungus that normally lives on the skin with-

out causing problems often 
starts to overgrow, because 
fungus grows well in moist 
areas. (Think of mush-
rooms.) So although inter-
trigo is often thought of as a 
fungal (or “yeast”) infection, 
the underlying problem is 
skin irritation from sweat 

Dear Dr. Eva,
Every summer I get an itchy rash in my 

crotch area, sometimes also in my under-
arms and below my belly. I have been giv-
en creams for this, but they 
only relieve the itch, not the 
rash and then the itch comes 
back as soon as I run out of 
cream. What can I do to get 
rid of this for good?

Summer Rash

Summer has 
some special 
‘Season’s 
greetings’ in store 
for your privates!

Summer Skin 
and Summer 

Penis

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

(salt and mois-
ture.) Because the 
main cause is hot 
weather and sweat-

ing, you can see why just 
treating the fungus infec-
tion does not solve the 
problem. 

The way to prevent in-
tertrigo, and to heal it once 
it starts, is to keep the skin 
creases dry and wash sweat 
off often. The best way to 
do this is to wash the areas 
where you tend to get the rash twice a day 
using mild soap and a hand-held shower 
spray with a flexible hose to rinse skin 
creases. You can get a shower spray to 
attach to the shower pipe (replacing the 
shower head) or the tub faucet for $25. 
Use cool or warm water for bathing, not 
hot. Rubbing with a wash-
cloth can worsen 
the skin irritation, 
but water spray will 
not. After wash-
ing, dry the skin 
creases by patting 
gently, not rubbing. 
Before dressing, 
take a few minutes 
to let the rash-prone 
areas of your skin 
dry completely by ly-
ing under a fan or using a blow 
dryer on the “cool” setting while 
holding the skin folds apart. This process 
may seem strange, but it is key to keep-
ing the skin dry and healing the rash. After 
drying, look between the skin folds using 
a mirror. If there are cracks in the skin or 
red, tender or oozing areas, put a small 
amount of two creams onto those areas: 
an antifungal cream (such as clotrimazole 
or miconozole) and 1% hydrocortisone. 
Both are available without a prescription 
in drugstores and large groceries. It can 
be helpful to use cornstarch or anti-fungal 
powder in creases that aren’t currently irri-
tated to help absorb moisture and discour-

age fungus growth. You also can place 
a thin piece of paper towel between skin 
folds to keep the skin from rubbing. Don’t 
use powders containing talc (talcum pow-
der), because talc particles are sharp and 
irritate the skin. Talc powder was used in 
the past on babies’ skin, but it’s no lon-
ger recommended. Dress in loose-fitting 
clothes that do not trap moisture. Under-
wear, especially, should be cotton and not 
nylon or other synthetics. 

This may sound like a big process, but 
it quickly be- comes routine. You 

can experiment to 
find out which of 
these steps are 
most important 
to keep your skin 
healthy. Once the 
weather is cooler, 
your usual skin 
care may be all 
you need. 

Dear Dr. Eva,
What is summer penis? Is there 

really such a thing?
Dubious

Dear Dubious,
Summer penis does exist, even though 

I cannot find a photo of it to include here. 
It is redness and swelling of the penis 
caused by a chigger (a tiny insect) bite on 
the penis. This 

h a p -
pens to boys more often than 
to adult men. It often starts af-
ter a boy has urinated (peed) 

outdoors in tall grass, where there are of-
ten chiggers. Summer penis is itchy, and 
sometimes there is discomfort with urina-
tion. It can last from a few days to a few 
weeks. Antihistamines are helpful for itch-
ing.

If you search the web, you can find the 
term “summer penis” used to describe the 
idea that the penis gets bigger in the sum-
mer. This does not happen! It is a myth, 
maybe based on the real observation that 
the penis skin shrinks in cold weather. t

 a fungus among 
us  –Intertrigo 
below breasts

 intertrigo on toes 
(athlete’s foot)

Summer
penis – a recent 

case
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When YOU need us, 
we take pride in being there. 

lifebridgehealth.org/lgbtq
LifeBridge Health cares about our LGBTQ patients, families and staff.
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Take this one: “I am too 
needy.” How did you arrive 
at this? From observing your 
actions and thoughts? If so, 
how do you draw the line 
between a regular person’s 
need to connect with others, 
as we all do, or is this some-
thing you have been told, 
over and over, by a partner, 
a friend, or parent? This is 
not an easy question to sort 

through because it 
requires thinking of 
past experiences. 
We all learn lessons 
from what has hap-
pened in our lives 
and as such, they 
become part of our 
thought portfolio, influencing 
behavior on autopilot. 

Here is another one: “I don’t deserve 
this (insert any good thing).” That judging 
voice in my mind is making a determina-
tion that I am not worthy of a good grade 
(which I busted my behind for), or a degree 
(that cost me mucho bucks, blood, sweat, 
and tears), or some nice thing I am paying 
for. Who is that judge? Can you tell?

Self-Talk is 
Your Friend

Our minds do not like to be idle 
or shut down. If you have tried to 
relax, meditate or just push the 
off-button to go to sleep, you have 
experienced the frustration in this. 
In fact, worrying per say is an ac-
tivity that keeps it occupied, add-
ing more angst to the whole pro-
cess. To be sure, all brain activity 
does not produce what we don’t want to 
acknowledge: It also leads to solving prob-
lems, creativity, introspection and great-
er insight into ourselves, all needed for 
healthy lives. The self-talk I want to focus 
on is the negative kind that is not revela-
tory but creates self-doubt and adds to a 
negative self-concept.

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.

The rich, 
illuminating 

dialogue 
between you 
and yourself

quaLiTY OF LiFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

O n 
the other side, that same 
thought can go in the di-
rection of: “I don’t deserve 
this illness, breakup, fail-
ure, or mishap.” You are 
now on the way to vic-
timhood. True, we are at 
times at the receiving end 
of a situation we did not choose. And yes, 
that does make us a victim, but only tem-

porarily. It means we have to engage 
in self-care both for ourselves and for 
those who love us, to deal with the 
situation and to bring us to a feeling 
of whatever degree of control we can 
employ to do so.

Life does not afford us the lux-
ury of smooth sailing all the time. 
There are broken romances, failed 
ventures, loss of loved ones, and a 
myriad of other hardships. But we 
also have those moments of feel-
ing on top of the world because of 
successes, loving relationships, or 
reaching goals. Remember when 
you first rode a bike? Your first solo 
drive? When you start the negative 
self-talk, picture a stop sign. Then 

take the right turn and remind your 
brain of those instances. On that road, 
with self-talk as your friend, proceed 
on to realistically dealing with the is-
sue you are confronting. t

“There is only one corner of 
the universe you can be certain of 

improving, and that is your own self.” 
– Aldous Huxley 

There’s healthy 
exchange of 

views  among me 
myself, and I



20 t  BaLTiMOre OuTLOuD        june 7, 2019 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm

quaLiTY OF LiFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

First off … Happy Pride! I came out to my-
self and a few friends in 1987. The year 
1988 saw me in my first Pride parade 
dressed in my Boy Scout uniform in order 
to make a statement. A lot has 
happened in the 32 years since 
coming out and I am proud of 
our community on a global and 
local level! I honor those who 
came before me to fight for 
the rights I had when I came 
out so that I may fight for the 
rights we now enjoy and hope 
that people today won’t person-
ally experience the struggles of 
yesteryears. I also honor our 
future elders, our young peo-
ple today who have inherited 
the challenges and rewards of 
championing for the rights of all people, 
everywhere. Forward ho!

June is also men’s health month (Eeks! 
How binary! Maybe we should call it “gen-

itally male health month?” 
What do you think?). I didn’t 
make the holiday but since it 
is here in front of us, let’s talk a bit about it, 
especially since I’m a pelvic floor special-
ist with a focus on men and transgender 
health. April was testicular cancer month 
… how are you guys doing checking “the 
boys”? Don’t forget that with this being 

June is Men’s 
Health Month

Pride month, you can get a friend to help 
you! Make the block party work for you this 
time! 

Seriously, while they are down there 
you might as well let them check things out 
a bit. If this is a bit too bold for you then you 
always have the shower where you lather 
everything up well with soap and then go-
ing exploring to make sure everything is 
smooth. If it hurts, then you are pressing 
too hard, lighten up, because you could 
miss something important with too heavy 
a hand. If something doesn’t feel right then 
you should see your doctor and let them 
take a picture with an ultrasound. I’ve had 
it done and it’s painless. This applies to 
the trans community too! Keep in mind that 
trans men on hormone-replacement ther-

apy can still get pregnant and 
still have their cycle because 
they still have their “duterus.” 
Same applies for trans wom-
en, if you are on HRT and have 
testicles then you should be 
checking them once a month 
or have a buddy help you even 
if you are planning for them to 
be removed. 

Next on the agenda for 
“genitally male” health month, 
ED – erectile dysfunction. 
There. I said it. This is not just 
an elders problem. This is a 

problem that can start in a person’s 20s 
with subtle signs of taking longer to get 
an erection, not able to maintain it as long 

as you would like, or not as firm as 
you would like. Blood flow is part 
of the equation but so are the pel-
vic floor muscles that support get-
ting and maintaining the erection. 
If they are not working correctly 
due to avoiding pain, or are weak, 
stretched out or are super tight 
and high strung, then your hard 
drive may be reduced to a floppy 
disk. Viagra is $70 or more per 
pill and the military filled 900,000 
prescriptions for it in 2018. This is 
not including Cialis and other ED 
remedies. The downside here is 
that if you are on blood pressure 
medicine or prone to taking pop-
pers then you can (and people 

have) pass out. Now everything is 
a floppy disk! There is Trimix, an in-
jection into the penis each time you 
want to play. This can also get cost-

ly and also comes at some risk – bruising 
and Peyronie’s are just two of the side ef-
fects. Surgical pump or flexible metal rod 
… sure, you can do that, but it is surgery 
and again comes at some risk. 

The bottom line is that if you want to 

Wanna 
upgrade your 
floppy disk to 
a hard drive? 
Maybe a pelvic 
floor specialist 
can help!

Gap
 Charles Dudley

Mending
the

Harder media 
may be available!

National Honor our 
LGBT Elders Day
BY aarOn CaHaLL
chase Brexton Health care
It was a night of laughter, 
inspiration, and recognition, 
as more than 100 friends, 
family, and community 
members met at Baltimore 
Center Stage on Thursday, 
May 16th to celebrate Na-
tional Honor Our LGBT El-
ders Day. 

The evening, hosted by the LGBT 
Health Resource Center of Chase Brexton 
Health Care (LHRC) and emceed by State 
Senator Mary 
Washington, fea-
tured community 
members sharing 
inspirational sto-
ries of an LGBTQ 
elder who made a 
difference in their 
life. 

Speakers in-
cluded: 

Franklin N. 
McNeil, Jr., hon-
oring T. Calhoun 
(Cal) Strawhand; 
Jabari Lyles hon-
oring Kay Halle; 
Vann Michael hon-
oring Ross Av-
ery Walker; Betsy Cerulo honoring Cheryl 
Spector; and Rik Newton-Treadway honor-
ing Charles “Chuck” Leo Bowers.

Afterwards, honorees were pinned with 
a special commemorative Elders Day pin, 
hosted by pin master, Carlton “the Duch-
ess” Smith. The program concluded with 
the unveiling of the 2019 Elders Day ban-

ner, created by Jaimes May-
hew. The banner will be on per-
manent display at the LHRC 
(1111 North Charles Street, 
2nd floor). 

Honor Our LGBT Elders 
Day is a national day to draw 
awareness to and apprecia-
tion of the lifetime of contribu-

tions made by LGBT older adults. 
The gains made each year in LGBT rights 
and equality sit squarely on the backs 
of those who fought and lived their lives 

through large and 
small victories in 
order to be their 
true selves. Honor Our LGBT Elders Day 
works to unite the LGBTQ community and 
its allies to celebrate and thank those indi-
viduals who fought on behalf of us all. For 
more information, please visit Lgbtelders-
day.org. 

National Honor Our LGBT Elders Day 
in Baltimore was sponsored by Baltimore 
Center Stage; PayPal; Betsy Cerulo and 
Susan Murray, in memory of Cheryl Spec-
tor; Outstanding Women Embracing Life 
(OWEL); Heartland Assisted Living at 
Severna Park, the Maryland Volunteer 
Lawyers Service; Dudley Physical Ther-
apy; CHANA; and SAFE: Stop Abuse of 
Elders; AARP Maryland; Pride Center of 
Maryland; Moveable Feast; the Maryland 
LGBT Chamber of Commerce; Rosenberg, 
Martin, Greenberg LLP; and New Wave 
Singers. t 

Celebrated 
at Baltimore 

Center Stage

upgrade your floppy disk to a hard drive 
then the first thing after seeing your doctor 
to make sure nothing is seriously wrong, 
is to see a pelvic floor physical therapist 
who knows the ins and outs of these is-
sues and can assess the ins and outs of 
how your pelvic floor muscles are working, 
including electromyography (EMG) and 
biofeedback. That would be me. I will be 
at the Pride festival in Druid Hill Park on 
Sunday the 16th. I look forward to talking 
with you! t

Honoring the 
generations
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DATE:  Wednesday, June 26th, 2019
TIME:   6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

LOCATION:   The Waxter Center
  1000 Cathedral Street at Eager Street
  Baltimore, MD 21201

Food and refreshments will be provided
Please RSVP to baltoaids@aol.com 

so we have enough food. 

A PRIDE TOWN HALL MEETING ON
THE HISTORY OF THE AIDS MOVEMENT 

Please come and join us for AIDS Action Baltimore’s 
Pride Celebration. Lynda Dee will continue Pride festivities 
with a presentation on the History of the AIDS Movement.

Hosted by  AIDS Action Baltimore
Sponsored by: Chase Brexton Health Care,  Center for Black Equity-Baltimore, 

GLCCB, Johns Hopkins Center for AIDS Research,  REACH Initiative & Total Health Care
 Supported by funding from Gilead Sciences, Inc. 

and IMPACT a Baltimore City Health Department Campaign

Make a difference ...

foundationscommunity.com

We are seeking Maryland residents who 
are interested in becoming a therapeutic 
foster parent.  

If you have room in your heart and 
room in your home, call us today at 
301-804-6109.

Model representations of real patients are shown. Actual patients cannot be divulged due to HIPAA regulations. For 
language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website. 191229-1119 3/19

Montel Williams Talks 
AIDS Walk & Music Fest
BY aarOn CaHaLL
chase Brexton Health care
Baltimore’s own Montel Williams will take 
steps against HIV and AIDS in Charm City 
at the Baltimore AIDS Walk & Music Festival 
this Sunday, June 9th at Power Plant Live.

Join the beloved television personality 
as he helps Chase Brexton Health Care and 
its community partners raise funds to end 
HIV and AIDS in his hometown by register-
ing today at Baltimoreaidswalk.org. 

We asked Montel to discuss his histo-
ry in talking about HIV and AIDS, and how 
he’s seen that conversation change in the 
past few decades.

You’ve been a longtime supporter of 
the fight against HiV and aiDS. what has 
fueled your advocacy on this issue?

One of the things that I’ve always been 
focused on is breaking down stigmas. My 
show went on the air in 1991 which was a 
critical time for HIV/AIDS awareness. We 
took on a number of topics related to HIV/
AIDS that were sensitive at the time. I think 
you break down stigmas by opening minds 
through dialogue and that’s what I hope we 
accomplished.

How has your under-

standing of HiV and aiDS evolved over 
the past few decades?

My understanding of the science has 
obviously evolved, but I think what mostly 
changed is my appreciation for the patient 
experience. I’ve meet so many folks living 
with HIV/AIDS who told me really troubling 
stories about discrimination they faced.

Your show was one of the first to 
tackle the issues around HiV and aiDS 
head-on. How did you approach those 
conversations, and what response did 
you receive to those programs?

Increasingly positive over time.  One 
thing I’m proud of about the show is that 
we never shied away from controversy. I 
never thought HIV/AIDS (or for that matter 

any disease or condition) was con-
troversial. I think there was a lot of 
fear back then that led to folks clos-
ing their minds and hearts to those 
who were suffering.

what message will you 
share at the aiDS walk & Music 
Festival about the need for HiV 
testing and treatment in Balti-
more?

That knowledge is power. My 
understanding of the state of the 
science right now is that the earli-
er an infection is caught, the eas-
ier it is to treat.  We need to work 
every day on breaking down the 
stigmas and educational efforts. 
Get tested, it’s better to know.

while you’re back in Balti-
more for the weekend, is there 
anything special you plan to 
do?

I’m looking forward to visit-
ing my family and being back in 
my hometown. t

To register for the aidS 
Walk & music Festival Balti-
more this Sunday, June 9th at 
Power Plant live, visit Balti-
moreaidSWalk.org.

quaLiTY OF LiFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

native 
son 

– Montel
Williams

“We need to work every 
day on breaking down 
the stigmas. Get tested, 

it’s better to know.”
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Dear LGBTQ Communities,
Can you believe, in this day and age, 

that Baltimore has no openly LGBTQ rep-
resentation in city government?

Representation is power. When elect-
ed leaders from our community are in 
the room, they humanize 
our lives, impact policy and 
legislative debates, and in-
fluence other colleagues 
to vote in favor of equality. 
LGBTQ elected officials are 
our best defense against an-
ti-LGBTQ efforts at all levels 
of government and are best 
positioned to advance equal-
ity for our community.

This letter is my own 
“coming out” as a politician, 
just in time for Baltimore 
Pride! This is the time of 
year when Baltimore gets a 
little gayer, a little more out-
wardly LGBTQ friendly. Poli-
ticians will march in the Pride 
parade, parties celebrating the progress of 
the community will be had, and advocates 
that work every day for the advancement 
the community will do their best to raise 
awareness of the 
ongoing fight for 
equality.

I am coming out 
as a politician, spe-
cifically an openly 
LGBTQ politictian 
in a city that has 
never elected one 
to serve in city hall. 
I would be the only 
councilperson who 
openly identifies as 
part of the LGBTQ 
community. I would 
be making history 
here in Baltimore. 
But this is not about me. I deeply believe 
that Baltimore deserves elected officials 
that mirror its population and who under-
stand their experiences.

I am running to represent the people 
living in Baltimore City Council’s 12th dis-
trict. The district includes Charles Village 
and Remington in the north and Jonestown 
in the South, Mount Vernon and Station 
North in the central west. The district is 
home to the soon-to-close Grand Central, 
the newly reopened Baltimore Eagle, and 

is the longstanding home of the Baltimore 
Pride block party and parade. 

Baltimore City politics has not been 
kind to LGBTQ people running for public 
office. In 2016, a LGBTQ candidate had a 
political opponent released an illegal and 

homophobic flyer relating 
to criminal charges he 
faced. He lost the race. 
The flyer itself was illegal 
because the group re-
sponsible for its distribu-
tion failed to place their 
name on it, as required by 
Maryland law. 

I am choosing to run 
on my record of public 
service and as an openly 
gay man. 

Currently, I provide 
free legal assistance to 
city residents in the ar-
eas of landlord and tenant 
laws, debt collection, and 
criminal expungement. 

While I find this work extremely rewarding, 
I am running to expand this community-fo-
cused work on a larger scale. The focus of 
the campaign is on increasing protections 

for our youth and 
trans community, 
housing equality, 
addressing needs 
of senior citizens, 
the growth of local 
businesses, and 
transparency.

I am coming 
out to the commu-
nity because I will 
need your help 
and your support. 
I believe, based 
on my background 
of service to our 
community and to 

Baltimore City that I am the right person for 
this important job. 

I’m out, proud, and ready to serve!

Phillip Westry, Esq.
Phillipwestry.com 

Twitter: @phillipwestry
Facebook: Elect Phillip Westry

Instagram: @phillipwestry

City Council Candidate: 
‘Out, Proud, and Ready to Serve’

Phillip Westry – ‘I 
am coming out 
as a politician, 
specifically an 
openly LGBTQ 
politictian in a city 
that has never 
elected one to 
serve in city hall.’

Phillip 
westry

Having been a part of the diverse Baltimore community for 150 years, the mem-
bers of Grace United Methodist Church aspire to act so that God’s love is felt by 
all.  Recently, the United Methodist Church (UMC) has made headlines nation-
wide as it works to resolve conflicts around  the inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons in 
the life of the Church. The UMC’s worldwide governing body (the General Con-
ference) has recently passed, by narrow margins, laws to continue the exclusion 
of LGBTQ+ persons from the rites of ordination and marriage. This body has 
also upheld the current, hurtful language that homosexuality is “incompatible 
with Christian teaching.”  

The Church Council of Grace United Methodist Church, which represents our 
membership, proclaims that we emphatically REJECT the positions upheld and 
passed by the General Conference which segregate and separate people who are 
LGBTQ+ from the grace of God and the love of Jesus Christ. We as United 
Methodists are called to “Do no harm, do good, and stay in love with God.” With 
this calling, we affirm that the exclusion of any person in Christ’s Body is harm-
ful not only to those affected but to all aspiring to follow the example of Jesus. 
Every person is created in the image of God and God’s grace is for everyone. As 
such, we speak out in opposition to the position passed by the General Confer-
ence. We believe that all persons, regardless of their sexuality, can be faithful 
Christians and should be included in the life of the United Methodist Church in 
all its aspects.   

Many in the United Methodist Church agree with us in finding the General Con-
ference’s position to be inconsistent with our understanding of God’s love, grace, 
and mercy. We take hope that many within our denomination are also speaking 
out. A spirit of thoughtful change is alive. We as a local church are discussing 
what our future actions will be. We stand with other LGBTQ+ affirming congre-
gations in taking action to resist and overturn the decisions of our governing   
body. The debate will continue and this issue is far from resolved. 

Grace United Methodist Church of Baltimore is the product of merging four 
churches across three branches of Methodism. We would not be who we are   
today without celebrating the wide and varied cultures of our diverse communi-
ties and our members. As your neighbors and co-workers, we love greater Balti-
more and embrace all who live here. We welcome all who desire to feel closer to 
God. We serve others by following Christ’s example. We bear witness to those 
who are suffering in this world. We strive for perfection in Christ’s love as a  
family of God. We will fight this and other injustices that we see. While we are 
working for change in the greater church, Grace remains a welcoming, affirming 
congregation. Grace Church is for all. 

5407 N. Charles St. 
N. Charles St. and Northern Parkway 
Baltimore, MD 21210   
410-433-6650 
www.graceunitedmethodist.org 

Grace is for all 
By Members of Grace United 

Methodist Church 
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browndowntown.org
1316 Park Ave., Balt., MD, 21217
410.523.1542

Summer Schedule
Worship, Sunday at 10 a.m.

Christian Education classes 
resume after Labor Day

Baltimore Ethical Society
306 W Franklin Street, #102
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-581-2322.  baltimoreethicalsociety.org

Bolton Street Synagogue
212 West Coldspring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-235-5354.  boltonstreet.org

Brown Memorial Park Avenue  
Presbyterian Church
1316 Park Avenue
Baltimore MD 21217
410-523-1542.  browndowntown.org 

Chevrei Tzedek Congregation 
3101 Fallstaff Road
Baltimore MD 21209
443-992-7485.  chevreitzedek.org

Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9402.  beittikvah.org

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
811 Cathedral Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-685-1130.  emmanueldowntown.org

First and Franklin Street.  
Presbyterian Church
210 W. Madison Street
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545.  firstfranklin.org

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore
1 West Hamilton Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-685-2330.  firstunitarian.net

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-433-6650.  graceunitedmethodist.org 

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Road.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188.  govanspres.org

Interfaith Fairness 
Coalition of MD
P.O. Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555.  ifcmd.org

MCC of Baltimore
405 West Monument Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
mccbaltimore.org

Memorial Episcopal Church
1407 Bolton Street
Baltimore MD 21217
410-669-0220
memorialepiscopal.org

New Light MCC
40 W. Church Street
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
newlightmcc.com

The Church of the Advent
1301 South Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21230
410-539-7804
advent-baltimore.org

Veritas United Church 
of Christ
22 N Mulberry Street., Suite 113
Hagerstown, MD 21740
240- 310-6891
veritashagerstown.com

Chevrei Tzedek Congregation 
3101 Fallstaff Road, 

Baltimore, MD 21209

chevreitzedek@gmail.com 
www.chevreitzedek.org   

(443) 992-7485

RABBI RORY KATZ
JTS Gladstein Fellow

An informal, Welcoming, Participatory, Conservative Jewish Community
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the case, stickers that covered over the ter-
rible bands name and that’s how Chainsaw 
the label started. I loved the bands so much 
and all I really wanted to do is listen to them 
and sometimes the only way I could do that 
is if I put out the records. 

There’s an unexpected country influ-
ence on “Freewheel.” what can you tell 
me about that song?

 Jody and Kaia both have secret folk 
roots in their DNA. “Freewheel” was an 
amazing cat that lived at the Lucky House, 
a house where we spent much of our time 
at (and still do now from time to time). It 
makes sense to have a folksy sounding song 
while sitting on a porch with a cool old cat. 
Our very first band practice was at the Lucky 
House. Thanks, Lucky House! That must 
have sounded weird [laughs].

Personal Best shares its name with 
the legendary 1982 Mariel Hemingway 
movie. Please say something about that.

 It doesn’t share it, it is completely taken 
from the movie [laughs]!  For me, it was the 
very first time I saw any lesbian 
repre-

sentation in a 
movie. It was terrifying.
Captain My Captain opens with the 

song “uncle Phranc,” an homage to les-
bian musician Phranc. Please say a few 
words about Phranc’s influence and 
about the song.

 “Uncle Phranc” is a song about choosing 
your own family. A lot of us need to create 
our family from scratch. I’m lucky to have my 
band as not only my band, but my family, my 
near and dearest friends. Phranc is the wise 
uncle that gives us great advice, that we try 
to listen to but don’t always do a great job 
at.  I think we all have failed at most of the 
advice she gave us in that song. t

read more at BaltimoreOutloud.com

tributors, etc., and just focus on creating art, 
something we’ve never been totally free to 
do because of doing all the business at the 
same time. 

why is it important at this time for 
these albums to be heard anew?

 It seems like a good time, it being 25 
years and all [laughs]!  

CDs were the dominant format when 
Personal Best and Captain My Captain 
were first released. Now that they are 
being reissued, both albums are debut-
ing on LP / vinyl. what does that mean to 
you?

 And cassette [laughs]!  The cassettes 
were the hardest ones to sell back in the 
day and I’m surprised people actually want 
them again. I’ve been going through all my 
cassette archives and am remembering how 
important cassettes were for DIY distribution 
to get your songs to the people who wanted 
to hear you. I think I might be more excited 
for the cassettes [laughs]!

I’ve tried to make birthday Spotify lists 
but they just don’t have the same love as a 
mixtape.

Personal Best and 
Captain My Cap-
tain were initially 
issued on your 
Chainsaw records 
and Candy-ass 
records. Chain-
saw records, like 
Slash records, has 
its roots in the fan-
zine world. Can you 
please say some-
thing about the nat-
ural outgrowth of a 
record label from a 
fanzine?

  Chainsaw the zine 
started in the late 1980s, 
mostly as a way for me 
to meet other freaky 
people like myself. It was 
something that I could 
hand to a total stranger who looked like 
someone I would like to meet. It was also a 
way to make other zine friends around the 
world, trading zines was our internet then. 
At the time I was also working at Revolver 
USA. One time, Gary Held let me take home 
a box of 500 cassettes of some terrible band 
that never sold (which was heading for the 
dump). I put tape over the edges so I could 
record over them and asked a bunch of peo-
ple if I could put one of their songs on a mix 
tape that would go with an issue of Chainsaw 
zine. My friend Matt worked at a photo-lab 
and printed me 500 photographs that I could 
use as the covers. I spent a bunch of time at 
Kinkos making the tiny zine that fits inside 

LiVeLY arTS // PERSONALITIES

We tried out so many names before we final-
ly found one that stuck. We were Kaia and 
the Mustache Girls, Dyke Access Road (it’s 
the name of an exit off the freeway near Port-
land), a bunch of others I can’t remember. 

We were officially Magic 
Animal for a minute. Our 
first 7” cover art was fin-
ished and we had t-shirts 
and everything before we 
landed on Team Dresch. I 
think we used Dresch be-

cause I am not a singer, so it was showing we 
are all equal teammates.

as we approach the 25th anniversary 
of Team Dresch’s 1994 debut album Per-
sonal Best and the upcoming 25th anni-
versary of 1995’s Captain My Captain, 
both albums are being reissued by jeal-
ous Butcher records. How did the reis-
sue process begin?

Jody (Bleyle), Kaia (Wilson) and I all ran 
our own record labels (Candy-Ass, Mr. Lady, 
and Chainsaw) and it is such a relief not to 
have to go through the whole process of 
organizing pressings, and printers and dis-

Team Player

An interview with 
Donna Dresch of 

Team Dresch

Team
Dresch

BY GreGG SHaPirO
The importance of queercore band Team 
Dresch cannot be overstated.  The all-female 
Portland band, known for its quest for inclu-
sivity, as well as acceptance of every gen-
der and sexuality, debuted 
around the same time as 
the similarly feminist-mind-
ed Riot Grrrl scene that 
was also exploding in the 
Pacific northwest. Along 
with contemporaries such 
as Sleater-Kinney, Tribe 8, Bikini Kill, and 
Heavens to Betsy, Team Dresch also of-
fered listeners an alternative to the testoster-
one-fueled sound of the straight male-dom-
inated grunge sound. To commemorate the 
anniversary of the release of Team Dresch’s 
highly regarded albums Personal Best and 
captain my captain, both are being reissued 
on LP (vinyl) and cassette. Team Dresch is 
also performing select West Coast dates with 
the possibility of more to come. I spoke with 
Donna Dresch about the band, the reissues 
and much more.

Gregg Shapiro: For the uninitiated, 

MAY 22 -  JULY 28

AUGUST 1  -  SEPTEMBER 8

410-730-8311
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings,
all shows and dates are subject to change.

please say some-
thing about the gen-
esis of the band’s 
name, Team Dresch.

Donna Dresch: 
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BY GreGG SHaPirO
At this point in time, Stevie nicks has half 
as many compilations (single and multi-
disc sets) to her name as she does solo 
studio albums. The latest, Stand Back: 
1981-2017 (Rhino) consists of 50 songs 
spread out across three CDs. If anything, 
the set confirms Nicks’ status as an under-
appreciated dance music diva. Gay men 
of a certain age are sure to remember 
dancing in clubs to songs 
including “Stand Back,” 
“I Can’t Wait,” and “Edge 
of 17.” In fact, the queer 
community’s love affair with 
Nicks has been going on for 
years and includes the an-
nual Night of 1,000 Stevies 
drag ball, as well as movies 
such as 1998’s edge of 17 
and 2001’s Gypsy 83 (both 
written by Todd Stephens).

The first of Stand Back’s 
three discs features 17 
tracks representing all of 
Nicks’s solo recordings. The 
second disc mostly draws on 
Nicks’s long history of col-
laborations, featuring songs 
she sang with Kenny Loggins, 
Tom Petty, Don Henley, Walter 
Egan, John Stewart, Natalie 
Maines, Chris Isaak, LeAnn Rimes, Lady 
Antebellum, Dave Stewart, and Lana Del 
Rey. Disc three is a mix of live recordings 
and selections from Nicks’s contributions 
to movie soundtracks.

The rolling Stones’ ratio of hits col-
lections to studio albums might not be as 
high as Stevie Nicks’s, considering how 
long the band has been in existence, 
but it is considerable nevertheless. The 
three-disc, four LP or digital deluxe edi-
tion of Honk (Interscope / Rolling Stones 
Records), features 36 studio recordings 
from 1971’s Sticky Fingers to 2016’s Blue 
& lonesome. Coming as it does, 14 years 
after 2002’s 40 licks and seven years af-
ter 2012’s Grrr!, two of the most thorough 
Stones compilations ever issued, Honk is 
a little lacking, especially given the band’s 
55 year recording history, and the limited 
scope of the set. A third live bonus disc 
consisting of ten 21st century live record-
ings is probably the main reason to add 
this set to your Rolling Stones collection.

The best periods of Dionne warwick’s 
lengthy career (almost 50 years years) can 
be separated into the Scepter Records 
years and the Arista Records years. The 

Scepter period, which stretched from the 
early 1960s to the early 1970s, are prob-
ably best know for Warwick’s association 
with the songwriting team of Burt Bacha-
rach and Hal David. The string of hits 
that this creative partnership produced 
is legendary and includes timeless tunes 
such as “I’ll Never Fall in Love Again,” “Do 
You Know the Way to San Jose?” “Walk 
on By,” and “Say a Little Prayer,” 

to mention a few. 
Things slowed down 
throughout most 
of the 1970s, but 
when she teamed 
up with label-mate 
Barry Manilow who 
did production duty 
on her 1979 Aris-
ta debut album, 
the second phase 
was set in mo-
tion. During the 
Arista period she 
worked with pro-
ducers including 
Barry Gibb and 
Luther Vandross, 
and later reunit-
ed with Bacha-
rach (and then 

wife Carole Bayer 
Sager) for “That’s What Friends are For,” 
resulting in one of the biggest songs and 
albums of her recording career.

It speaks volumes about the new-
er compositions on She’s Back (Kind / 
eOne), Warwick’s first studio album in five 
years, that she not only felt the need to dig 
into her past for material, but also includes 
a bonus disc featuring a remastered (and 
reordered) version of her 1998 disc, di-
onne Sings dionne. The biggest problem 
with the new recordings is that the various 
producers have made the songs sound 
already dated, lacking the staying power 
of her classics. For example, was it really 
necessary to rerecord “Déjà Vu”? Excep-
tions on the album include “Tears Ago” (by 
gay singer/songwriter Rahsaan Patter-
son), her sensitive reading of “How Do You 
Keep the Music Playing” (by Michel Leg-
rand and the Bergmans), a snappy take on 
Patti Austin’s “We’re in Love,” the timely 
Bacharach / David tune “What the World 
Needs Now,” and the Warwick original 
“Two Ships.” t

Stevie Nicks performs with Fleetwood 
mac on November 3rd at Wells Fargo cen-
ter in Philadelphia.

Sounds Like the Past

Stevie
nicks

LiVeLY arTS // QMUSIC 

FILM WITH 
LIVE ORCHESTRA

JOSEPH MEYERHOFF SYMPHONY HALL
TICKETS FROM $25 AT BSOMUSIC.ORG • 410.783.8000

MARIN ALSOP, conductor  |  BERNSTEIN West Side Story
Celebrate over 50 years of this iconic film. The BSO performs Leonard 
Bernstein's electrifying score and memorable songs live with the re-mastered 
film shown in hi-def with original vocals and dialog intact. Directed by Robert 
Wise and Jerome Robbins, featuring Robbins’ choreography, screenplay by 
Ernest Lehman, book by Arthur Laurents and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim.

West Side Story © 1961 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studio Inc. All rights reserved. © A.M.P.A.S

.
YOUNG AND FREE: Children ages 7-17 may attend free with 
the purchase of an adult ticket. Visit BSOmusic.org/youngandfree.  

THU, JUNE 13, 8 PM  •  FRI, JUNE 14, 8 PM      •  SUN, JUNE  16, 3 PM

PRESENTING
SPONSORS:
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BY GreGG SHaPirO
First the bad news. Almost 25 years af-
ter its theatrical release, To Wong Foo, 
Thanks For Everything, Julie Newmar 
(Universal / Shout Select), newly reissued 
on Blu-ray, doesn’t hold up so well. While 
the concept for the screenplay by Doug-
las Carter Beane supposedly predates 
the superior The adventures of Priscilla, 
Queen of the desert, To Wong Foo suffers 
by comparison. That said, there are still 
plenty of reasons to take this life-chang-
ing cross-country journey with Vida (the 
late Patrick Swayze), Noxeema (Wesley 
Snipes), and Chi-Chi (John Leguizamo).

One reason alone happens in the 
first few minutes of To Wong Foo, when 
Swayze emerges from the shower in his 
New York apartment and wraps a towel 
around his wet and fit torso. Soon after he 
is seated at his make-up table where he 
transforms himself into Vida. In another 
New York apartment, Snipes is following 
a similar procedure to become Noxeema. 
All of this is done in preparation for a drag 
pageant at Webster Hall, where Vida and 
Noxeema are among the finalists compet-
ing for the title of Drag Queen of the Year. 
In addition to the crown, the grand prize 
is an all-expense-paid trip to Hollywood 
where the winner competes in the Drag 
Queen of America contest.

Bear in mind that this is all pre-“Drag 
Race.” Of course, that’s what makes 
RuPaul’s appearance as Rachel Tensions 
–  last year’s Drag Queen of the Year, who 
has the honor of crowning the new queen 
–  such a treat. In fact, the scene at the 
contest and the one 

that follows in the Chinese restaurant is 
its own kind fun, where viewers can play 
a game spotting famous faces including 
Lady Bunny, Coco Peru, Quentin Crisp 
and Naomi Campbell, to name a few.

As it turns out, Vida and Noxeema tie 
for the title. Shortly thereafter they en-
counter sore loser and crybaby Chi-Chi 
(Leguizamo) bawling on the stairs. Vida 
invites Chi-Chi to their post-crowning cele-

bration and it’s there that the generous and 
compassionate Vida suggests that she and 
Noxeema sell their airline tickets and make 
other travel arrangements via John Jacob 
Jingleheimer Schmidt (a pre-Birdcage Rob-
in Williams). With cash in hand, and Chi-
Chi in tow (as well as the titular signed Julie 
Newmar photo from the Chinese restau-
rant’s wall) Vida and Noxeema visit a used 
car lot where they 
procure a yellow 1967 
Cadillac convertible 

A Wong Time Ago

To Wong Foo – 
So pre-Priscilla

7201 Rossville Blvd.
443-840-ARTS(2787)  •  ccbcmd.edu/arts

Sylvia
Greg brings home a dog he found in the park, or that 
has found him, bearing the name "Sylvia" on her 
name tag. A street-smart mixture of Lab and Poodle, 
Sylvia becomes a major bone of contention between 
husband and wife.  

June 15 - June 30; Cabaret 

June 14 - June 30; Mainstage Disaster!
Earthquakes, tidal waves, infernos and the 
unforgettable songs of the '70s take center 
stage in Broadway's side-splitting homage 
to classic disaster films.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Meet Disaster! creator and author 

Seth Rudetsky .One Performance Only! 
Sunday, June 16.

Please join us for a special Q&A with Mr. Rudetsky 
after the performance.

for their cross-country 
voyage.

Stops along the way 
include Vida’s hometown 
of Bala Cynwyd, Penn-
sylvania, where she is 
once more turned away 
by family and a motel 
where they are mistaken 
for members of a wom-
en’s basketball team. On 
the road again, they are 
pulled over by handsy and 
racist Nebraska Sheriff 
Dollard (the late Chris 
Penn), who is assaulted by Vida in order to 
defend her dignity. Now on the lam, the trio 
experiences car trouble and are rescued by 
Bobby Ray (Jason London) who delivers 
them safely to small-town Snydersville.

While they are there over the week-
end waiting for mechanic and wife-beater 
Virgil (Arliss Howard) to repair the Cad-
dy, Vida, Noxeema, and Chi-Chi have a 
long-lasting effect on the citizens of the 
town. Vida helps abused wife Carol Ann 
(Stockard Channing) stand up to her hor-
rible husband Virgil. Noxeema helps wid-
owed movie buff Clara (Alice Drummond) 

“There are still plenty 
of reasons to take this 
life-changing cross-

country journey with 
Vida (the late Patrick 

Swayze), Noxeema 
(Wesley Snipes), 

and Chi-Chi (John 
Leguizamo).”

find her voice. Self-ab-
sorbed Chi-Chi helps 
make a love match be-
tween her crush Bob-
by Ray and Bobby Lee 
(Jennifer Milmore). Col-
lectively they transform 
the frumpy women of 
the town – including Be-
atrice (Blythe Danner), 
Loretta (Beth Grant), 
Merna (Melinda Dillon), 
and Katina (Marceline 
Hugot) – into fierce and 
confident glamazons. 

When Sheriff Dollard eventually tracks 
down Vida, Noxeema, and Chi-Chi he gets 
the surprise of his life. Seeing that their 
work in Snydersville is done, the three-
some heads to Hollywood for the pageant 
and Hollywood ending.

Blu-ray special features include the 
lengthy featurette “Easy Rider in Dresses: 
The Making of To Wong Foo, Thanks For 
Everything, Julie Newmar” (with interviews 
with screenwriter Douglas Carter Beane, 
director Beeban Kidron and actor John Le-
guizamo). t

rating: c+
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The Keystone Gay Rodeo Association is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 
non-pro�t organization whose purpose is to promote the 
country and western lifestyle and rodeo type events within 
the LGBT community and their allies.
Do you enjoy any of the following activities?
•Social Events including country music and dancing.
•Meeting new people and making new friends.
•Helping other community organizations by volunteering and 
raising much needed funds.
•Trail riding, open horse shows,
rodeos and other horse related events.

If so, then KSGRA membership may 
be for you.   To join visit our website 
at ksgra.org

pressed that she responded as quickly as she 
did and was so appropriate with the situation. 
Where other businesses might see the child 
as a distraction or a risk, Universal made it 
clear that this was just a moment in time and 
with the right response, could be managed 
without incident. The boy recovered control of 

his emotions. The bystand-
ers went on with their day. 
Universal went back to 
its business. The parents 
didn’t feel embarrassed 
or like an inconvenience. 
And, the family went on 

to have a great day at the 
park.

Instead of demanding 
that they get their scream-
ing kid away from the pub-
lic, Universal helped the 
public move away from the 
screaming kid. And, it was a 
positive moment for all con-
cerned. 

The next time you’re 
tempted to criticize someone else’s parent-
ing, think about the last time you struggled. 
Would you want someone criticizing you or 
embarrassing you in a public place? Think 
about what may have happened to get that 
family to that particular place in time. Maybe 
that tantruming toddler has medical or mental 
health issues that prevents him from correctly 
responding to the stimuli around him. Maybe 
she’s dressed that way because it makes her 
feel powerful. Maybe that parent hasn’t slept 
in several nights and this is the first chance 
they’ve been out of the house in a week. 

Maybe there is any one of a million differ-
ent reasons why that situation is happening. 
And maybe, just maybe, that parent could 
use a little support or reassurance. So, be the 
one who says, “You’ve got this” or “I’ve been 
there.” Be the one who offers assistance or a 
smile. We’re all struggling to do right by our 
kids. Let’s do what we can to make it a little 
bit easier. t

I am so tired of parent sham-
ing, I might have to explode. 
What gives someone the right 
to criticize other people’s par-
enting styles? Who makes 
these rules that people seem 
to want to enforce at random? 
I’ve never seen the list and I’ll 
bet you haven’t either.

Today was one of those days 
when the parent shaming state-
ments were too loud to ignore. Someone didn’t 
like the way a four year old was dressed. His 
parents must be horrible. I saw the kid wear-
ing shorts, shirt, socks, and shoes. He was 

dressed. End of discussion. Someone else 
didn’t like that a child was riding in a stroll-
er instead of walking with his mother. Maybe 
that kid has a medical or behavioral condition 
and the stroller makes it possible for him to go 

for a walk. 
A third person complained 

about how and where a baby 
was being fed. I don’t know 
about your babies, but my 
babies usually demanded 
food when they were hungry. 
So, we fed them. They didn’t 
wait until they were seated at 
a cloth-covered table, impec-
cably decorated, and the first 

course was served. They wanted their bottles 
when their little tummies were hungry. And, 
heaven forbid we have a preschooler with 
a meltdown. The looks people give parents 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Who Makes 
the Rules? 

At tantrum 
time, give 

parents space 
and don’t 

judge

whose child is overwhelmed would crack di-
amonds.

Parenting is hard enough without oth-
er people weighing in on the hows, wheres, 
and whys. New parents feel the criticism very 
deeply. Parents of children with special needs 
often feel like they’re climbing uphill, even 
without the added burden of someone else’s 
baggage to carry. Even experienced parents 
have bad days with their kids. We make the 
decisions we need to make and do the things 
we need to do to get through the day. Why do 
we make it our goal to put 
each other down?

I recently found out 
that Universal Studios 
Theme Park has a train-
ing program for all em-
ployees. They are pro-
vided with awareness of 
special needs and how 
to appropriately respond. 
And, they are finding that 
it makes a difference.

One family reported 
that their autistic child 
had a meltdown when 
finding out, after waiting 
in line, that a ride was 
closed due to a mechan-
ical problem. Autistic kids don’t do well when 
their expectations aren’t met. So, after a long 
wait, this child was not able to process the dis-
appointment and he fell apart. To most people 
looking on, it appeared to be a tantrum. To the 
parents, it was agonizing as people stopped 
to watch or gathered around. They were fran-
tic as they looked for a safe place to remove 
their child.

Suddenly, a Universal employee was at 
their side. She got on the floor with the child 
and talked softly to him. She spoke positively 
and acknowledged his fears. She told him that 
she’d be disappointed, too, and that if he need-
ed to cry, he should go ahead and do it. From 
the floor, she encouraged bystanders to move 
on so that the child could have some privacy 
while he struggled to get control of his emo-
tions. She helped when it was appropriate, yet 
allowed the parents to tend to their son.

When emotions were calmer, the parents 
talked to the employee. They were very im-

Me? 
Crybaby?

  OuT in THe VaLLeY 
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Expanded children’s activity area with drag queen and drag king story times!
Beer & Wine tent  •  3 Stages with Music, Entertainment & Speakers

Booths with info, products & services • Free Buy Pride bracelet for discounts at area businesses & much more!

C A R R O L L  C R E E K  L I N E A R  PA R K   |   S AT U R D AY,  J U N E  2 2 |   1 1 A M - 6 P M
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  OuT in THe VaLLeY 

We wouldn’t have Pride if we didn’t have 
the closet first. The closet isn’t a good 
place to be. It’s dark, it’s lonely, and, over 
time, becomes a kind of prison. It’s a dif-
ficult problem everyone in our community 
has faced because the closet exists for a 
reason: it keeps us safe, helps us maintain 
relationships with people we care about, 
and, in some cases, is necessary for sur-
vival.

Each of us 
has a different 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
with the closet. 
Living in rural 
Maryland, I’ve 
met a number 
of people of all 
ages, genders, 
and sexualities 
who have an ac-
tive relationship 
with the closet. 
Maybe they’re 
out to friends and 
family, but not at 
work. Maybe some friends know; others 
don’t. Maybe the whole world knows ex-
cept for Grandpa, “because you know how 
he can be.”

In a way, closets are about conflict. 
The reason we all spent time in the clos-
et is to avoid conflict, especially the kinds 
that result in pain, loss, and even bodily 
harm. The closet allows us to survive, but 
it does not allow us to thrive. Thriving re-
quires openness, self-respect, a secure 
sense of self, and strong relationships with 
others – all things that living in a closet 
doesn’t provide.

It’s a problem that follows most of us 
into life after the closet. During our adoles-
cent years, the time we’re meant to learn 
to be open, be ourselves, and form rela-
tionships with others, many of us learned 
to hide ourselves. We wanted to connect, 
but we couldn’t because that would mean 
losing the safety of the closet. So, many 
of us blamed ourselves for being “differ-

ent.” After all, we knew we wouldn’t have 
these problems and concerns if we were 
cisgender and straight. For young minds, 
this can quickly translate into “I’m not good 
enough. No one will love me as I am.”

It can be difficult to un-learn the les-
sons of the closet. When we’re taught to 
show others what they want to see, it can 
be difficult to learn to show them who we 
are. It isn’t until we learn to do this that we 
can really begin to thrive.

That’s why Pride is so important. 
Stonewall wasn’t a protest – it was a riot. 
It was a riot fueled by those who were tired 
of being told they weren’t good enough, 
weren’t deserving of rights, and therefore 
undeserving of love. It was an act of em-
powerment, of being one’s authentic self 
and asserting one’s worth. It’s what each 
of us does every single time we come out 
of the closet.

Pride is what heals the wounds of the 
closet. It’s a time when the community 

comes togeth-
er, showing us 
that we were 
never really 
alone in the 
closet. It’s a 
reminder that 
countless oth-
ers have had 
similar expe-
riences and 
that these 
experiences 
can be the 
basis of new 
connections. 

Pride gives us the safe space we need-
ed but didn’t have when we were younger, 
and this space allows us to be ourselves, 
connect with others, and realize that our 
lives can always be different if we allow 
them to be.

The world is changing quickly, some-
times faster than our own perspective. It’s 
always surprising and heartening to see 
how many vendors, organizations, and al-
lies are at Pride supporting our communi-
ty. I think we can each remember a time, 
maybe not that long ago, when none of this 
seemed possible. We’ve come a long way, 
and that’s good cause for celebration.

This Pride season, I hope you’ll feel 
like you’re part of a community and cele-
brate how far you’ve come in your life. I 
hope you’ll know that there are others ded-
icated to making positive changes in the 
world, and that you can be part of that. But 
mostly, I hope you’ll un-learn the lessons 
of the closet and fully love yourself for all 
you are, the way you are. Happy Pride! t

The Wounds
of the Closet

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s
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BY Brian GeOrGe HOSe
Happy Pride from all of us at Hagerstown 
Hopes! This is one of our favorite times of 
year, a season of community, fun, and cel-
ebration for the LGBTQ community. We’ve 
been hard at work planning and making 
preparations for Hagerstown Pride. Along 
the way, we’ve been fortunate enough to 
have the opportunity to add a few events 
leading up to the Hagerstown Pride festi-
val, scheduled for July 13th from noon to 6 
pm in the Central Parking Lot in downtown 
Hagerstown. We hope you’ll join us to cel-
ebrate Pride season.

Pride season begins with our Pride 
Kickoff Night Out at the Gourmet Goat. 
Join us Thursday, June 27th from 5 to 9 pm 
for dinner, drinks, and to get into the spir-
it of Pride. The Gourmet Goat is located 
at 41 North Potomac Street, across from 
our Pride venue. Tours will be available for 
vendors and anyone interested in seeing 
the space before the big event. We will 
also have information available for anyone 
interested in volunteering for Pride, as well 
as information about upcoming programs 
and events.

We’re also partnering with Beacon 
House, a local STEAM XX nonprofit, to 
bring you “A Night in an Enchanted Gar-
den,” located in the Court-

yard of Mulberry Lofts, home 
of the Hagerstown Hopes Hub. Enjoy the 
magic with us Friday, July 12th from 6 to 
10 pm as we raise money to fund the Kid 
Zone for Hagerstown Pride and, more im-
portantly, to provide an LGBTQ STEAM 
scholarship to be awarded to a graduating 
senior. DJ Sidekick will be spinning beats 
and food will be available, as well as a 
cash bar for those 21-plus with ID, and art 
will be on display for a silent auction. The 

Less than 24 hours ago, I was sitting in a 
room with a dozen and a half other trans 
and enby [non-binary] folks from the Del-
aware-Virginia-Maryland area and I found 
myself feeling homesick. Homesick is the 
incorrect word. I was surrounded by the 
most trans and enby folks I have ever been 
around at the same time, and seeing each 
and every one of these amazing people 
shine and share their stories and triumphs 
was something that I have not been able to 
see in person in my activism 
and advocacy. I was the 
lone Western Maryland-
er, and I realized that 
while my trans commu-
nity is my community 
in that we all share the 
same issues; my central 
home community is what 
defines me as Asher the 
person, not simply Asher 
the transman.

With Pride season 
comes a lot of feelings, memories, 
and thoughts for our greater popula-
tion. There is the reflection of where 
we have come from as a community. 
Regardless of gender or orientation, 
we can trace the history of queerness 
in America back to Stonewall. I find 
myself more reflective this Pride sea-
son, as opposed to the camp-loving, 
glitter-clad guy waving the trans flag I 
have been in years past. Community, 
a sense of roots and belonging, hav-
ing a group of people that cohesively unites 
under a given cause or feelings – however 
you define it, without a community to belong 
to, we as social creatures find ourselves 
adrift with no roots. A lot of my adult life 
has been spent trying to find a community, 
and while I thought I would never find one 
in my hometown, the most important thing I 
learned in the past two days is how wrong I 
was about that assumption.

I have been searching for a way to ex-
plain to others why myself as a half-black, 
bisexual, non-spiritual, camp-loving trans-
man has found his home in the maroon-tint-

ed area that is due west of South Mountain. 
Community is that answer. For us who grew 
up and still reside an hour removed from 
each of the beltways, our greater queer 
community comes from a geographical 
area that is larger than that claimed our ur-
banite brethren. For the majority of us, we 
came into our queerness on our own. We 
use our roots to remind us that even though 
our numbers are greater in the city, our in-
dividuality and shared connection to our 
hometowns is what unites us. The president 
of the board at Hopes and I are almost 20 
years apart in age. We went to different high 
schools in different eras. But what brings 
us together is greater than our differences. 
Because change happens at a different rate 
in our area, we have more in common than 
I do with urban queer people my own age. 
We have issues that are unique to rural com-
munities, but also not traditional GOP areas, 
as we are still part of the progressive Mary-
land political landscape. Instead of fighting 
for visibility and access, we 

are working to bridge the 
gap to our greater area 
as a whole. While other 
queer-oriented groups 
are able to focus solely 
on their own population, 
our smaller demographic 
over a larger geographi-
cal area means that our 
outreach expands to the 
community as a whole. 
We act as an anchor as 
opposed to a safety net.

Community is a synonym for family for 
many who identify as LGBTQ. Many have 
lost their nuclear family, and even more have 
willingly walked away from toxic families. 
Whether your community is large and urban, 
small and rural or completely unique in its 
own way, it is a vital component of our iden-
tities. With both the half-centennial of our 
entire movement and pride season in gen-
eral ramping up, there is no better time to 
reflect on what defines community for each 
of us. Without our community to lift us up, 
we would all be lost within the darkness. t

Communal
Pride

Asher’s
Asher Kennedy

World

  OuT in THe VaLLeY 

Courtyard will be transformed into an en-
chanted garden for the evening, and this 
is an event you won’t want to miss. Tickets 
and additional information are available 
at HagerstownHopesMD.org. Come cele-
brate with us and support two good caus-
es.

It’s difficult to top “A Night in an En-
chanted Garden,” but we think Hagerstown 
Pride, held the following day, July 13th, 
may be up to the task. This year’s theme 
is “Love Grows,” commemorating the 50th 
anniversary of the Stonewall Riots. We’re 
finalizing details and contracts for Hager-
stown Pride and we think this will be an 
extra special year for everyone in the com-
munity. You can expect some top-notch 
entertainment, delicious food, adult bever-
ages for those 21-plus with ID, and we’ll 
have interactive art activities and games 
for youngsters in our Kid Zone.

We hope you’ll join us for Hagerstown 
Pride, held in the Central Parking Lot (14 
North Potomac Street) from 11:30 am to 6 
pm. All of our food vendor slots have been 
filled, but we still have a few openings for 
other vendors. There will also be opportu-
nities for volunteers all day long, including 
student service-learning volunteer hours 
for students. Contact us through Facebook 
or visit us at HagerstownHopesMD.org for 
more information.

We’re ecstatic to announce that we 
also have a date for our first Youth Group 
meeting. It’s taken a lot of time and work 
to create a safe, responsible (and fun!) 

program that meets the needs 
of young people in our commu-
nity. Our first official meeting 
will be on Saturday, August 
3rd from 1 to 4 pm. In the 
meantime, we’re looking into 
having an information session 
in June to meet youth, their 
families, and to find out how 
we can better serve them. All 
members involved with the 
Youth Group will undergo a 
background check before 

the first meeting. Stay tuned for more 
details.

Hagerstown Hopes and every Pride 
festival exists to strengthen and support 
our community. If you’d like to get involved 
or keep up with what we’re doing, please 
like and follow us on Facebook. Or, visit 
us at HagerstownHopesMD.org for more 
information, register for a free HIV test, 
sign up for our monthly newsletter, make a 
donation, or become a volunteer.

Happy Pride from all of us to you. t

Hagerstown 
Hopes Kicks 

Off Pride Season

‘while other queer-
oriented groups 
are able to focus 
solely on their own 
population, our smaller 
demographic over a 
larger geographical 
area means that our 
outreach expands to 
the community as a 
whole. we act as an 
anchor as opposed to a 
safety net.’
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Charm, history, a 
touch of Poe, and 
some friendly gay 
life in Virginia’s 
capital

tions of the famous poem “The Raven” and 
numerous other artifacts are housed at the 
museum (Poemuseum.org). 

Richmond also has many outdoor ac-
tivities. The Lewis Ginter 
Botanical Garden is open 
all year and it offers a 
wide variety of spectac-
ular flora, themed gar-
dens, and a classic con-
servatory. There is also 
the famous Canal Walk 
tour that goes beside the 
James River. The tour 
also takes you on a beau-
tiful pedestrian bridge 
that has some interesting 
Civil War information. 

Richmond is also 
known for its tradition-
al Southern cuisine. It 
is home to the famous 
sailor sandwich (ingredi-

ents are hot pastrami, grilled knackwurst, 
melted Swiss cheese, and hot mustard on 
rye bread). It also has great fried peach-
es that are cut in half and 
simmered in butter with 
brown sugar and served 
with vanilla ice cream. In 
1935, Richmond is where 
canned beer was made 
commercially available 
for the first time. Today, 
the Richmond region has 
several fabulous wineries 
that offer great wines.

Its LGBTQ nightlife 
is limited to only a few 
bars, but each has some-
thing unique to offer. 
Barcode, one of Rich-
mond’s longest standing 
gay-owned-and-operated 
businesses, continues 

DaViD PLaCHer
It is easy to travel from Baltimore to Rich-
mond, Virginia. Amtrak offers a round trip 
ticket for as little as $76 from Baltimore’s 
Penn Station to Main Street 
Station, one of Richmond’s 
most visible landmarks. The 
more than 100-year-old train 
station, which has survived a 
major fire and two floods, is a 
great place for an adventure. 
Main Street Station’s recessed 
lights line both the ceiling and 
floor to highlight its magnificent 
architecture, its reproduced 22-
foot marbleized columns enhance its histor-
ic feel, and its replicated original wooden 
benches deliver a somewhat uncomfortable 
seat for its visitors. From there, is an exteri-
or monumental staircase that goes down to 
Main Street where you can walk to or take 
public transportation to the area’s historic 
sites, shops, restaurants, and waterfront. 
Richmond’s historical background, its in-
door and outdoor activities, its food and 
drink, and its LGBTQ nightlife and resourc-
es make this city both a learning and ap-
pealing weekend getaway.

Richmond has a lot of history. In 1742 
Richmond was incorporated as a town. It is 
named after the English town of Richmond, 
which is now part of London, because the 
view of the James River is similar to the 
River Thames from Richmond Hill in En-
gland. Patrick Henry, a US founding father, 
famously declared “Give me liberty or give 
me death,” which helped spark the Revolu-
tionary War. On April 18th, 1780, the state 
capital was moved from the colonial cap-

ital of Williamsburg to Richmond in order 
to place the state capital in a more cen-
tralized location. The White House of the 
Confederacy during the Civil War is also 

located there. 
Richmond is famous 

for its many museums. The 
John Marshall House has 
been a museum since 1913 
and it contains the largest 
collection of artifacts as-
sociated with the Marshall 
family. Marshall is famous 
for his role in showing 
that the Supreme Court is 

an equal branch of government, and his 
role in marbury v. madison, which helped 

shape the principle of judicial review. The 
museum is walking distance to the Virginia 
State Capitol. The beautiful white Virginia 

Capitol Building was 
designed by Thomas 
Jefferson to resemble 
a first-century Roman 
temple in France. It 
also contains the only 
sculpture of George 
Washington produced in 
his lifetime. 

There is also the Ed-
gar Allan Poe Museum. 
Poe was born in Bos-
ton, but he considered 
Richmond his home and 
referred to himself as a 
Virginian. Poe grew up, 
married, and first gained 
his literary reputation in 
Richmond. His illustra-

Weekend Getaway: 
Richmond to the Rescue 

OuT & aBOuT // DAVID’S THOUGHTS 

to be a popular destination. It offers great 
food, awesome music, friendly staff, and 
an entertaining atmosphere (Barcoderva.
com). There is Babe’s of Carytown that 
is an upbeat and exciting LGBTQ bar that 
has a great patio for relaxing. It offers 
drag shows, karaoke, and line dancing. 
Godfrey’s is also an exciting venue for 
the LGBTQ community because it offers a 
wide range of entertainment. It has theme 
nights and drag brunch (Godfreysva.com). 

Richmond does have an active LGBTQ 
community. Diversity Richmond is an orga-
nization dedicated to promoting diversity 
and advocating for the LGBTQ community 
(Diversityrichmond.org). There is also an 
LGBTQ on-line newspaper. GayRVA.com 
is Richmond’s source for news, entertain-
ment, and information about the LGBTQ 
community (Gayrva.com). 

With all Richmond has to offer, a sum-
mer trip to Richmond should be on your list 
of adventures. t

Times Square – 
eputedly the very 
intergalactic belly 
button!

richmond, 
Virginia 
– downtown

But don’t confuse 
richmond with a place 
psychedelics are legal!

at the edgar 
allan Poe 
museum

walkable
charm
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IF YOU WANT A
SINGING CAREER,
STAY AWAY FROM
SECONDHAND SMOKE.

Ellie, Age 57
Her partner, Karen
Florida

#CDCTips

Ellie’s severe asthma attacks were triggered by secondhand smoke at work. 
She and her partner have to live with its effects forever. If you or someone you 

know wants free help to quit smoking, call 1-800-QUIT-NOW.
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garding anal beads?
Count them going in so you can count 

them coming out.
why does it cost some drag queens 

so much money to look so cheap?
I ain’t even got to say it. Dolly Parton 

says it best: “It cost a lot of money to look 
this cheap.” Again, money can’t buy talent, 

beauty, or taste.
what’s the verdict on Cardi 

B?
Who?
is it taboo or financially 

savvy to recycle my homopho-
bic grandmother’s engage-
ment ring?

Grave digger. Recycling it into 
a cock ring would be fabu taboo.

what’s the most appropri-
ate floral arrangement to say, 
“Sorry to hear about your yeast 
infection?”

Flowers are appropriate for ev-
ery occasion  –  congratulations on 
your ability to tip more than 15%, 
congratulations on your ability to 
smell your own BO. Yeast infec-
tions? Now that’s just too much.

Do we have a better shot at 
putting a drag queen or a straight 
male flight attendant in the white 
House?

President and vice president. 
Total ticket. Just vote blue. 

is revenge a dish best served 
hot or cold in instances of three-
somes gone awry?

Buffet style and over time. I have 
waited years for a good revenge 
plot. Ooh, hot! t

Ooh glory hole BINGO! The plywood love 
palace or the inside square. It’s just some-
thing to swap recipes through before Grin-
dr nailed them shut.

i want to be the first semi-profes-
sional drag queen to run for the po-
sition of mayor. How do i tempt older 
socially conservative Pink Flamingo 
hating community members to sup-
port me?

Pray, be fair, and just be honest. 
When the right person is right, people 
will vote for the right person. Pink, gay, 
black, or straight.

what’s the gayest thing some-
one has ever done checking into 
their continental flight?

Well hitting on me is pretty gay but 
when your wife is right there, come on!

i’m tired of other drag queens at 
work using my brushes, sponges, 
and leg shavers. How should i han-
dle this?

Oh Lord, give them a gift card to 
Dollar Tree and suggest they see a 
doctor because you don’t know where 
that rash came from.

Strategies! My layovers are too 
long to warrant a drinking binge 
but too short to venture outside. 
what can i do to better connect 
with the single queers working 
the pretzel stand?

Easy one. Politely ask where is 
the nearest glory hole and hint it 
might be time for a smoke break. 
Just really be in it for the pretzel 
nuts.

are northern queers or Southern 
queers more judging on the dance 
floor?

Southern queers are the end-all-be-all 
of everything. We can build you up and cut 
you down with a smile and a glass of sweet 

BY keVin aSSaM
“Qmitch” Jones has taken his outrageous 
wit from the south to the southernmost 
end of the country. This North Carolina 
native has raised over $500,000 through-
out South Florida for LGBTQ related caus-
es by capturing titles including Key West 
Queen Mother 34 and Fantasy Fest Duch-

ess. With 30 years in the aviation indus-
try and over ten years performing drag, 
he knows how to pack a feathered boa in 
that carry-on. Let’s see how else he can 
enlighten us. 

kevin assam: What is the concept of 
glory hole bingo and is it something I can 
rope my heterosexual husband into?

qmitch jones: Let’s talk glory holes. 

Qmitch What’s Glory Hole BINGO?
quaLiTY OF LiFe  // DID YOU KNOW!?

tea, bless your heart!
what’s the best way to have my 

son practice wearing heels? He’s has a 
slight limp.

Another classic question. Always clean 
the house 

in heels. Vacuum. 
Dust. Cook. Sleep.

How should i appropriately disguise 
my adult toys in my carry on luggage?

Disguise? The TSA finds them … in 
your bag or up your butt.

what is the most important rule re-

Hearts & Ears, Inc. is a non-profit organization for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex and

Questioning, and Gender Non-Conforming individuals 
with behavioral health issues and concerns.

611 Park Avenue Suite A, Baltimore, Maryland 21201 • 410-523-1694 
info@heartsandears.org • heartsandears.org 

Hearts and Ears Inc.
LGBTQIA+ Wellness & Recovery Center

Come Join 
The Woman of Chick Chat

Sunday June 23rd @ 2 p.m.
Location: Panera Bread

6307 York Rd. 
Baltimore, MD 21212

Woman 55 and up are 
welcome to come and meet

For more info and to RSVP (space is 
limited) e-mail Cheryl at 

RickPepper@Protonmail.com

“What’s the most 
appropriate floral 

arrangement to say, 
‘Sorry to hear about 

your yeast infection?’”

‘qmitch’ 
jones



BaLTiMOre OuTLOuD    june 7, 2019 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm  t  37 

Rodney Burger 
Although Jim Williams and I have been friends 
for many years, one could not be involved 

in Baltimore’s 
LGBT communi-
ty and not know 
who he was, 
the memory of 
Jim that sticks 
out for me hap-
pened in 2005. 
While attend-

ing a party at the Lauraville home of mutual 
friends Coy Stout and Jeff Falk, Jim asked me 
if I would be interested in writing a column for 
the newspaper about the leather community. 
No one was covering the area’s many leather 
events and Jim was aware that I had been 
involved in the leather community for many 
years. The theme of Coy and Jeff’s party was 
the Lauraville Ladies Fine Arts League (or 
something like that) and it was hard to take 
Jim’s offer seriously since he was wearing a 
leopard print evening gown at the time. I have 
always been thankful that I did. Thanks to Jim 
Williams I have had many years of enjoyment 
writing the Leather Line. 

Hooker and Boys 
Thank you Jim for all you created for our 
communities.

Frankie Kujawa
Jim:
“It has been a plea-
sure to work with 
Jim over the last few 
years at Baltimore 
OUTloud.  His kind-
hearted humor and 
spirit are a testament 
to the amazing per-
son that Jim is each 
and every day. I will fondly remember my time 
with Jim and will always be thankful for hav-
ing the privilege and honor to share his story 
with our readers. Jim’s stories are captivating 
and listening to his life’s work read like a his-
tory book through the second half of the 20th 
century. His impact both in his career and this 
paper will leave a lasting legacy for genera-
tions to come.”

Owen Bunce
Jim Williams has always 
been a very good friend to 
me. He is always willing to 
lend an ear to listen and to 
also give some good advice. 

Jim has frequently given me some great 
recommendations that actually assisted me 
in various ways. I remember having some 
really good laughs, travel outings and some 
good parties with Jim and am very fond of his 
friendship.

Kelton Lee 
I have had the hon-
or of calling Jim Wil-
liams my friend for 
more than 20 years.  
I first met Jim short-
ly after I relocated 
to Baltimore.  He 
quickly became a 
trusted friend and 
someone who’s 
opinion I valued. 

We first met at Moveable Feast where he was 
just appointed the new executive director.  I 
watched him build Moveable into the organi-
zation that continues to help so many people 
even today.  We’ve laughed, cried, partied, 
traveled and occasionally disagreed lol! To 
me Jim has always been more than a friend, 
he’s family!  Luv ya Jim!

Steve Charing
As the Managing 
Editor of Baltimore 
OUTloud from 2009 
to 2011 and its Lo-
cal News Editor 
from 2013-2015, I 
had served under 
Co-Publisher Jim Wil-
liams. He helped lead 
the paper despite a 
particularly rough environment for print pub-
lications. 
Sure, we had an occasional difference of 
opinion regarding matters relating to the 
newspaper.  But that was to be expected as 
we were both passionate about our reader-
ship and wanted the paper to be successful.  
I’ve always held a fondness towards Jim and 
respected his efforts throughout his career to 
improve the lives of the LGBTQ and broader 
communities.
Jim has made an impact by his support of 
community organizations particularly those 
whose clientele are in need of assistance. For 
example, he served as the interim director of 
AIRS/City Steps—a consortium of programs 
serving homeless and unstably housed 
youth.  Additionally, Jim was the second Ex-
ecutive Director of another Baltimore-based 
organization Moveable Feast, which serves 
individuals who have a critical and life-threat-
ening illness that prevents them from obtain-
ing medically nutritious meals and other ser-

vices at no cost.
Jim is never one to seize the spotlight or pro-
mote himself. He is a quiet but forceful leader 
who strove for excellence in the organiza-
tions he served. 
As Jim embarks on a new journey in his life, 
I am certain that those in our community who 
have been materially helped by his work are 
grateful for his service.  

Carol Baker
Inspired by you being one 
of the first pioneers of a 
group of owners to branch 
off and start a new alter-
native newspaper... you 
were a hoot...so now I 
give you the boot and with 
a salute.  Take care Jim... 
Happy Retirement. 

Jabari Lyles
Although we have met only a few times, 
your passion and dedication for Baltimore’s 
LGBTQ community was 
strongly evident. Bal-
timore OUTLoud and 
your enduring legacy as 
its leader will forever be 
one of the largest chap-
ters in Baltimore’s history. 
Thank you for collaborat-
ing on an opportunity to 
unite the community and our organizations 
and thank you for your work to ensure our 
community is seen, heard and shared. You 
are a force, and you have much to be proud 
of. Congratulations.

George Williard
Whether it was regaling us with tales about 
getting politics done with MLK or Jimmy Car-
ter, or how he cruised for men as a teenager 
in 1950s New Orleans movie theatres, Jim’s 
always brung spark, spunk, and a sense of 
historical possibility to his work -- not to men-
tion a willingness to push boundaries even at 
risk of pushing buttons. It’s been a pleasure, 
honor, and education to work with him! -- 

Statements to Jim 
Jim, The Baltimore Communities want to thank you for the 
many years of  hard work. Many lives have been changed 
because of  you. Enjoy your retirement to the fullest.  
Please remember Baltimore loves you
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Rainbow Country Resorts Brings 100-plus 
Acre Men’s Destination to West Virginia
The West Virginia foothills are about to be 
even closer to heaven with the upcoming 
arrival of Rainbow Country Resorts, a new-
ly constructed men’s outdoor destination. 
Originally a 100-plus acre horse ranch, 
Rainbow Country Resorts will be a year-
round operation nestled in the idyllic alpine 
valley along the Potomac. 

The resort has been six years in the 
making. “The views here are breathtaking,” 
one of the resort’s principals, Dave said. 
“We’ve been focused on keeping the 
wonderful atmosphere and making the 
resort a place for men to come and en-
joy themselves and the view.”

Rainbow Country Resorts will host 
tent campers and RV / travel-trailer en-
thusiasts, offering a variety of accom-
modations that include full-service RV 
sites, four “village” areas nestled on 
the property offering manicured and 
rustic tent sites, a bunkhouse, rental 
cabins, and private rooms. The re-
sort will blend its natural cowboy and 
old-fashioned ambiance with mod-
ern amenities including a restaurant, 
large bar and entertainment facility, 
spacious pool and sunbathing areas, 
an outdoor cafe and 25,000 square 
foot indoor arena, and a hillside am-
phitheater that will host a variety of events.

A visit to the resort may include explor-
ing over 100 acres of the beautiful West 
Virginia wilderness including miles of hiking 
and horse-riding trails. Ride your own horse 
or go for a ride with one of the resort’s 

own! Overnight cowboy trail campouts are 
planned for those looking to lose themselves 
and enjoy life along the trail for an extend-
ed time. If you’re not adventuring in nature, 
lounge by the pool or relax in year-round 
indoor wet zones that will feature a sauna, 
hot tub and more. Then, take some time to 
visit area artisan and club-sponsored stalls 
in the stables. Other on-site entertainment 

will include EDM dance parties, drag and 
talent shows, themed weekend events, as 
well as club and group-sponsored activi-
ties and structured experiences.

Getting to Rainbow Country Resorts is 
quick and easy thanks to its nearby access 
from major interstate routes. The resort is 
located just outside Romney, West Virgin-
ia, a simple two-and-a-half-hour drive from 
Pittsburgh, Baltimore, and the Washing-
ton, DC, area, and about three-and-a-half 

to four 
hours from Richmond and Philadelphia. 
Don’t want to drive? Kick back and take 
Amtrak to Cumberland, Maryland, and ar-
range for resort pickup, or hop on an ex-
cursion bus from Baltimore and DC. Bring 

your camping gear, rent a tent and gear 
from the resort, or select other inside 
accommodations.

“Rainbow Country Resort’s location 
can’t be beat,” Dave said. “It’s close 
enough to the city to not be out of the 
way, but it’s just the right distance to 
lose yourself in a new world. You come 
here and breathe the mountain air and 
see the scenic views that you just can’t 
anywhere else. It’s a wonderful es-
cape.”

The perfect getaway is waiting at 
Rainbow Country Resorts. While you’re 
in the area, venture offsite for hiking, 
biking, climbing, canoeing, tubing, or 

fishing on the Potomac River.  Visit local 
antique troves in this West Virginia’s old-
est county, ride our two local world-famous 
scenic railways, or just doing nothing and 
enjoy yourself. t

For more information on rainbow 
country resorts, visit rainbowcountryre-
sorts.com or call 304-508-2267.

quaLiTY OF LiFe // TRAVEL

NEW EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY! 
New outdoor resort opening this summer located north of

Romney, Hampshire Co. West Virginia.  
We need the following positions filled within the next four
to six weeks. Many of these positions will be year round! 

Restaurant: Bakers, Bartenders, Bar-backs, Bus & cleaning staff, 
Dish/Pot washers, Food prep & Line cooks,  

Floor managers, Host & Wait staff.  
Outside Help: Activities attendant, Groundskeepers, 

Horse tenders, Facility maintenance staff. 

Please complete the job application at the following link 
and we will get back to you!

https://rainbowcountryresorts.com/job-application
Come grow with us!!!

Gay men 
love camp!

For
spacious skies
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is 700. That memorandum, and the policies 
contained in it, is the subject of a lawsuit filed 
by the National Association of Immigration 
Judges against the Department of Justice. 
The lawsuit claims that the policies set forth 
by the memorandum would cripple the Immi-
gration Court system to the point of being un-
able to operate and that they do not allow the 
immigration judges to fulfill their duties to re-
view documents, listen to testimony, and ren-
der a decision as fair and unbiased judges. 

Instead, the memorandum is attempt-
ing to force judges to adopt the bias that all 

applications for asylum are fraudulent until 
proven otherwise and that the use of private 
attorneys by applicants is just a way to delay 
the order of deportation rather than assisting 
in a fair application of due process under the 
law. In a system where the ideal number of 
judges would be 1,200, there are only 400 im-
migration judges throughout the US. The ad-
ministration has made comments that there 
is no real need for a judicial system and that 
allowing persons who arrive at the borders 

quaLiTY OF LiFe /

There have been many recent changes (amid 
a flurry of proposals) to the immigration law 
as it applies to applications for asylum in the 
US. Both international law and federal law 
contain provisions for people to apply for asy-
lum or refugee status based on past persecu-
tion or well-founded fear of future persecution 
in their native country. The persecution must 
be based on race, religion, political opinion, 
nationality, or membership in a particular so-
cial group. There is a body of cases that have 
interpreted the asylum law, and its application 
in the US, since the 1950s. Yet Trump’s for-
mer Attorney General Jeff Sessions and the 
current William Barr have decided that they 
have the absolute right to make basic chang-
es to international and federal law by chang-
ing the policies used to apply those laws in 
the US.

Attorney General Sessions issued a 
memorandum demanding that immigration 
judges have their performance in immigration 
courts throughout the US be based on the 
number of cases they completed each year. 
The target number of cases set by Sessions 

What’s Trump 
Done to Asylum?

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR IMMIGRATION REVIEW
ADJUDICATION STATISTICS

OPTION FOR EOIR TO REVIEW A NEGATIVE FEAR FINDING
8 cases are closed3

3 credible fear claimants would not request review by 
an immigration judge (IJ)

9 credible fear claimants
would request review by an IJ

CREDIBLE FEAR INTERVIEW
United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) 
would refer 80 credible fear 
claimants to EOIR 
(80% of claims referred to EOIR)2

CREDIBLE FEAR REVIEW (CFR)4

IJs would find credible fear for 
2 credible fear claimant
(IJs find credible fear in 21% of CFRs)

REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS
EOIR would receive and 
complete 82 I-862 cases5

originating from credible 
fear claims

ASYLUM APPLICATION
Only 39 credible fear claimants 
would file for asylum 
(Of completed I-862 cases originating from a 
credible fear claim made to USCIS, 48 percent of 
aliens filed for asylum)

Alien Is 
Removed

Out of 100 aliens who were to claim a credible fear…1

Never Referred
to EOIR

Referred, but 
Never Filed Asylum

Referred & Filed, 
but Not Granted

Referred, Filed, & 
Granted Asylum

… only 12 out of 100 would be granted asylum.

ASYLUM DECISION
IJs would grant asylum to only
12 credible fear claimants and
would not grant asylum to 27 
credible fear claimants
(Of completed I-862 cases originating from a 
credible fear claim made to USCIS, IJs grant 
asylum 15 percent of the time)

Credible Fear and Asylum Process:
Fiscal Year (FY) 2008 – FY 2019 First Quarter 

EOIR Data Generated: January 30, 2019
1 Percentages used in assessing this population may change as more 
cases are completed over time and because some cases may be 
reopened. 
2 Based on USCIS data (generated February 1, 2019). Includes claims 
referred to EOIR in which USCIS did not make a credible fear finding 
because it could not obtain an interpreter.
3 Closed cases include those in which a claim is dissolved or 

withdrawn or an alien is found to be ineligible for the credible fear 
process.
4 If USCIS finds that an alien has not established a credible fear, the 
alien may request review of that finding by an IJ. If the IJ finds that an 
alien has established a credible fear, then the alien (unless the alien 
is a stowaway) is placed in removal proceedings.
5 Includes completed removal, exclusion, and deportation case types.

The Law
Linda A. Dominguez

& You

240-420-2180

to legally request an opportunity to apply for 
asylum is a waste of time and money. This is 
in spite of the fact that the US Supreme Court 
in iNS v. cardoza-Fonseca (1987) very clear-
ly stated that a person who is in the US has 
the right to due process of law.

Attached to this article is a chart issued by 
the executive Office of Immigration Review 
showing the process by which a person may 
apply for asylum and the fact that, out of 100 
applicants, approximately 12 people are ac-
tually granted asylum. This chart refers to the 
years 2008 through the first quarter of 2019. 
The idea that people are filing asylum appli-
cations to allow them access to the benefits of 
being a resident of the US is in error.

Most recently, this administration has is-

sued a policy memorandum on a change to 
detention of persons filing for asylum in the 
US. The new strategy, in an attempt to dis-
courage desperate people from filing such 
applications, is to detain everyone who files 
the application and keep them in detention 
until there is a decision in the case. At that 
point, the detained applicant would either be 
released because asylum was granted or re-
turned to their native country based on the 
denial of the application and unlawful pres-
ence in the US. The new strategy envisions 
tent cities to hold families whose applications 
are pending. Does no one in this administra-
tion read history? Do they not see the similar-
ity to the heinous internment camps of World 
War II? t

The Trump 
administration aims 
to detain everyone 

who files an asylum 
application and keep 

them in detention until 
there is a decision in 

the case.
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The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available

BALTIMORE’S  BEST  HAPPY  HOUR

BACK BAR WILL BE OPEN
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

PRIDE WEEKEND FOR KARAOKE

BACK BAR WILL BE OPEN
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

PRIDE WEEKEND FOR KARAOKE

Doing things yourself can be a great way 
to save money on your wedding. Trading 
money and convenience for time and effort 
can build camaraderie and give you genu-
ine joy in the doing. 

First, a caveat: If you’re a dead-
line-driven person like me, especially one 
who struggles with procrastination (also 
like me), think twice before taking on a big 
or complicated DIY project for your wed-
ding. 

The closer you get to your wedding, the 
more there is to do. What looked like a sim-
ple, fun project 12 months ago 
can become a stress-in-
ducing, screaming burden 
in the last few weeks be-
fore your wedding. 

Now that we have that 
out of the way, here are 
some great ways to do it 
yourself, have fun, and 
save money.

Decor  – Lots of couples 
do some or all of their own 
decor. Before you begin, be 
realistic with yourself about your skills and 
your time. It’s easy to look at that over-the-
top Pinterest centerpiece and say, “I can 
do that!” It’s quite another to do it for all 
of your guest tables, and to have the time 
to set everything up on your wedding day. 

A big way to save decorating money is 
to minimize cut flowers. use potted plants, 
photographs in frames, and things that 
have meaning for you and your sweetheart. 

Candles are one of my favorite pieces 
of wedding decor, partly because they can 
go a long way on their own. 

Pro tip: Massed anything looks great. 
Candles, candle lanterns, blooms, piles of 
used books, and so forth. 

reception music – If you have a talk-
and-visit crowd that really doesn’t care 
about dancing, creating a playlist with 
background music is perfect. Your iDe-
vice with a rented or house amplifier and 
speaker system will do the job.

Here are my Three Commandments on 

Hot DIY 
Wedding Tips

using a playlist on your own iDevice:
1) Download your playlist to your de-

vice. Your wedding is not the time to de-
pend on the integrity of an internet con-
nection. 

2) Have a backup of your playlist on 
another device. Things happen. 

3) Bring your charger and plug your de-
vice into the wall. This is no time to depend 
on battery life.

Assign someone who is not in your 
wedding party to manage your device and 
the sound system. The most important 
times for manually cuing up music are the 
times that you and your wedding party are 
busy doing things in front of your guests.

Having said that…
If dancing is important to you, go for a 

DJ or a band. Good DJs and bands take 
the pulse of the dance floor constantly and 
adjust the music accordingly. They know 
how to get people up and dancing in the 
first place and keep them that way. They 
drive the mood and the energy of the re-
ception. It’s money well spent.

alcohol – Many venues and caterers 
will allow you to provide your own alcohol. 

You bring it to your ven-
ue or have it delivered 
during set-up time, and 
take what remains home 
with you at the end of 
your reception. 

Hauling alcohol 
around involves a lot of 
schlepping. It’s heavy, 
bulky, and there tends 
to be a lot of it. Having 
a cart or hand truck or 
your sister’s kid’s little 

red wagon can make the work go faster 
and easier. The big advantage of this is 
the return privilege. Some shops, like the 
Wine Source and Wells Discount Liquors 
in Baltimore, will allow you to return un-
used, unopened product.

Set-up and break-down – Many wed-
ding venues require same-day load-in and 
load-out. Be prepared to deliver and set 
everything up during set-up time, which is 
usually the two or three hours before your 
wedding. Plan to remove it all immediately 
after your reception.

So, if you’re DIY-inclined and have the 
time, doing things yourself can be fun, 
create wonderful shared experiences, and 
save a good bit of money.  t

david l. egan is the proprietor and 
steward of chase court, a wedding and 
event venue in downtown Baltimore. Visit 
chasecourt.com, and follow chasecourt-
WeddingVenue on instagram and Face-
book.

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

quaLiTY OF LiFe 



BaLTiMOre OuTLOuD    june 7, 2019 •  BalTimOreOUTlOUd.cOm  t  41 

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Penguin Pils now available
in 16oz cans!

Introducing Lumen
Our new beer brewed speci�cally

for Light City!

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com

•Saturday and Sunday Brunch 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
•Daily Lunch and Dinner  •Dine-in or carry-out

Severing the Community for 27 years!

American Classics & 
Authentic Indian Cuisine

tambersrestaurant.com   •   410-243-5777
3327 Saint Paul Street.  Baltimore, MD 21218
(at 34th Street, across from Union Memorial )

Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems
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YOur MOneY 

BY wOODY DerriCkS
Although mortgage rates climbed steadi-
ly in 2018, they’ve come down since the 
beginning of the year. According to Bank-
Rate.com, current rates for 30-year mort-
gages are 3.98% nationally (rates posted 
online as of this May 17th). While you may 
have a low rate on your current mortgage, 
you may want to consider evaluating your 
refinance options to lock in potentially low-
er rates.

How do i know if a refinance makes 
sense for me? The most common rea-
son to refinance is to reduce your monthly 
payment. Even with the fees paid to your 
lender, a large enough decrease in your 
interest rate could reduce your monthly 
mortgage payment. That reduction could 
be used to pay off other debt or to save for 
the future.

Another popular reason for refinancing 
is to shorten the term of your loan. Because 
rates on 15-year mortgages are often low-
er than those on 30-year mortgages, you 
might find that a refinance could lower your 
interest rate enough that you can keep 
your payment the same while allowing you 

to pay off your mortgage sooner.
If you took out an adjustable rate 

mortgage (ARM), you 
might be able to lock in 
lower interest rates 
rather than risking 
an increase when 
your ARM ends.

what type 
and term of loan 
should i choose? 
If you decide to 
refinance, you’ll 
have the option 
of selecting 
an ARM or 
p e r m a n e n t 
loan and the 
length of the 
loan. With an ARM, 
you have a certain 
amount of time (often 
five, seven, or ten years) with 
a locked-in, lower interest rate. After 
the locked-in period ends, the rate then 
resets annually for the balance of the 30-
year term. With a permanent loan, you’re 

Should I Refinance My Mortgage?
paying the same rate 

and monthly pay-
ment for the entire 

loan term.
When se-

lecting a per-
manent loan, 
you can typi-

cally choose from 
a 15- or 30-year pe-

riod to pay off your mort-
gage. The 15-year loan 

often has a lower in-
terest rate than 

the 30-year 
loan and al-
lows you to 
pay off the 
mortgage in 
half the time. 

The drawback 
to this term is that your 

monthly payment will be higher 
than it would be for a 30-year. 

I often recommend that my clients go 
with the 30-year unless their current loan 
has 20 years or less remaining. This is due 
to the size of their monthly mortgage obli-
gation and is especially true when interest 
rates on 15- and 30-year loans are com-
parable. You can pay down a 30-year loan 
faster by making larger payments, but you 
can’t scale back your payments on a 15-
year mortgage if you go through a financial 
crisis (disability, divorce, loss of employ-
ment, etc).

Because homeowners are estimated 
to live in their homes for about 13 years 
(according to Valuepenguin.com/how-
long-homeowners-stay-in-their-homes), 
you could find that 30-year mortgage with 
a 10- or 15-year ARM might work best 
for you. That’s because the combination 
of the length of the loan with potentially 
lower interest rates could help lower your 
payments and lower the total interest you 
pay for the time that you live in your home. 
Keep in mind that if you live in your home 
after the fixed-rate period ends on your 
ARM, your interest rate could increase sig-
nificantly. 

what should i watch out for? While 
rates may be low, refinancing isn’t for 
everyone. Make sure that you’re careful-
ly evaluating what makes sense for you. 
First, as you compare rates, make sure 
you’re focused on APR not the “rate.” The 
interest rate only shows the base rate that 
you’re paying for the loan and is a less 
accurate measurement of your total cost. 
APR is the annual percentage rate and 

With construction starting soon on the Grand Expansion of 
Roland Park Place, 70% of new residences are already spoken 
for. And when all it takes to reserve yours is a fully-refundable 

deposit, the only question left is, what are you waiting for?
Make the intelligent choice. Call today: 443.338.6212

Pending final approval from Maryland Department of Aging

READY FOR MOVE-IN 
FALL 2020

443.338.6212
RolandParkPlace.org

RESIDENCES RESERVED: 70%  
RISK OF RESERVING: 0%

factors in some of the costs for the loan, 
giving you a more complete picture of your 
total loan cost.

Second, you’re likely extending the 
term of your mortgage when you refinance. 
You may have already made five or more 
years’ worth of payments on your mort-
gage; spreading the balance of your mort-
gage over a new 30-year timeframe may 
cost you. Even if you reduce your monthly 
payments today, you might be increasing 
the total interest that you’ll pay over the life 
of your loan.

Third, determine how long you plan to 
stay at your current residence. If you plan 
to move in a few years, the cost to refi-
nance may outweigh the benefit of obtain-
ing a lower interest rate.

Fourth, the new tax laws limit deducting 
interest on new mortgages over $750,000. 
If you have an existing mortgage with a 
balance over $750,000, you’re currently 
still able to deduct all the interest as your 
loan is grandfathered in through 2025. A 
refinance could save you in interest pay-
ments but cost you on your taxes. Make 
sure to consult your tax advisor before 
committing to a refinance.

Talk with your financial advisor, tax ad-
visor, and mortgage professional to help 
determine if refinancing your mortgage is 
best for you. t

The views are not intended to be spe-
cific advice for any individual! as a reg-
istered investment advisor, Partnership 
Wealth management provides its clients 
with financial planning and wealth man-
agement services to help them work to-
wards their financial goals. Partnership 
Wealth management has a long history of 
working with the lGBT community, offer-
ing financial planning and estate planning 
strategies for gay and lesbian couples. For 
more info, check out Partnershipwm.com 
or call 410-732-2633.
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www.charmcityrealestate.com
410-467-8950 (direct)

COMMERCIAL/Federal
Hill. 2,100+ sf  office/
retail above grade, top
quality renovation. Your
business needs a home! 
Offered at $769,000!

Quiet Neighborhood
$1500 Monthly,  $750 Bi-Weekly

3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Bath,  
Finished Basement, Open Kitchen. 

Security Systems,  Private Maintenance 
Yard/Deck, Rear Parking. 

Located in Sunny Ednor Garden. 
Nearby Conveniences: Hardeware, 

Grocery Store, Library. 

Dog Friendly, Bike or Walk Near 
Lake Montebello or YMCA

Contact Owner for viewing
904-521-1529

RENTAL HOME
Modern Style Townhouse Happy Pride

Baltimore!
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Jack 
Thompson 

Brings

Leatherman of Color 2019 Jack Thompson, 
who resides in Baltimore and is an employee 
of the Baltimore Eagle, was awarded the title of 
International Mr. Leather 2019 during the 41st 
annual IML held in Chicago over the Memori-
al Day Weekend. Mr. San Francisco Leather 
2019 jawn Marques was first runner-up, and 

Mr. Leather Ireland 2019 Fionn Scott was se-
lected second runner-up. On Sunday, May 26th 
the crowd at the Baltimore Eagle, who were 
watching the contest in Chicago live via social 
media, erupted when Jack was announced as 
the winner. The title of International Mr. Leath-
er is the biggest title in the leather community. 
This year’s contest saw 68 contestants with 
many from outside the US. Also taking home 
the gold was Kriszly de Hond from Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, who was sashed International Mr. 
Bootblack 2019 with Geoff Millard who repre-
sented his formed home state of California, 
but currently lives in Baltimore selected first 
runner-up. Sparkie from Waukesha, Wisconsin 
was awarded second runner-up in the boot-
blacking competition which included a speech 
category this year. 

jack Thompson became the first transgen-
der man of color to be selected IML. In 2010 
Tyler McCormick of New Mexico, who is also 
a trans man, was selected International Mr. 
Leather 2010. 

As I’ve written before I have a love / hate 
relationship with social media. I love seeing 
pictures of my leather friends from all over the 
world. It makes me feel that I haven’t lost them 
even if they live in France or Australia. Face-
book is a great way to keep in touch and to pro-
mote events. Recently I enjoyed seeing pictures 
o f the Leather Men 

of Spain hosting a 
formal leather din-
ner as it happened. 
Unfortunately, there 
is another side of 
social media: the 
trolls and the hat-
ers. I usually do not 
write about nega-
tive things in this 
column. My goal is 
to promote my be-
loved leather com-
munity in a positive 
way. 

We all know 
what is going on 
in Washington and 
how in the last few 
years it seems that 
there are many in 
our country who 
would like to see 
all the accom-
plishments and 
advances made 
by the LGBT com-
munity in the last 
50 years erased. 
It makes me sad 
and angry. How-
ever, what real-
ly upsets me is 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

LeaTHer

 IML Sash Home 
to Baltimore

when the haters are part of the LGBT community 
and even within the leather community. Recent-
ly the president of the Southeast Conference of 
Clubs, an umbrella organization for many of the 
leather clubs in the south, expressed his dis-
pleasure with this year’s selection for Interna-
tional Mr. Leather with transphobic comments 
on Facebook. Thankfully the leather community 
was quick to defend our brother Jack, who has 
made us all proud. Eventually this leather club 
president was removed from his position – but 
wow! We have met the enemy and they are us. 

The leather community is a family. That is 
why I love the community so much, it has been 
50 years since Stonewall, but the fight is far 
from over. 

On a brighter note, on Saturday, June 1st 
the Mid-Atlantic leather community turned out in 
force to congratulate International Mr. Leather 

jack 
Thompson, 

international 
Mr. Leather 

2019

2019 Jack Thompson at the Baltimore Eagle. (I 
was happy that I saw him on the night before his 
victory party and got to congratulate him before 
the crowds gathered.) The celebration started 
at 4 pm with a cookout, dance music, and lots 
of happy people. By 10 pm Jack had to leave to 
head to Asbury Park for New Jersey Pride on 
Sunday, June 2nd. 

For those who are regular readers of this 
column, you know that I interviewed Jack back 
in February at Leon’s and was captivated by 
the life story of this warm and charming man. 
(You can see that interview at Baltimoreoutloud.
com.) Little did I know that I was spending an 
evening with the next International Mr. Leath-
er. When he won I felt like I won. In fact, when 
Jack Thompson was selected International Mr. 
Leather 2019, we all won! t
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227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850

•Sunday Tea Dance with Vince  ~ 4 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
•Sunday Karaoke  ~ 10 p.m. to close

•2nd Saturday of Month DJ Scott Howard
•Show Tune Tuesday with Jason  ~ 8 p.m. – 10 p.m. 

•1st Saturday w/DJ Vince Mr. MD Leather Dads and Lads
2-4-1 DRINKS 4P.M.-10P.M. EVERYDAY

•Sunday Tea Dance with Vince  ~ 4 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
•Sunday Karaoke  ~ 10 p.m. to close

•2nd Saturday of Month DJ Scott Howard
•Show Tune Tuesday with Jason  ~ 8 p.m. – 10 p.m. 

•1st Saturday w/DJ Vince Mr. MD Leather Dads and Lads
2-4-1 DRINKS 4P.M.-10P.M. EVERYDAY

HAPPY  PRIDE  BALTIMORE
FRIDAY:  14th DJ Norm Hill 

10 p.m. to close
SATURDAY:  15th DJ Scott Howard & 

DJ Vince Christopher
SUNDAY:  15th Tea Vibes with DJ Vince Christopher 5p.m.-10p.m.

10p.m.-close Karaoke

HAPPY  PRIDE  BALTIMORE
FRIDAY:  14th DJ Norm Hill 

10 p.m. to close
SATURDAY:  15th DJ Scott Howard & 

DJ Vince Christopher
SUNDAY:  15th Tea Vibes with DJ Vince Christopher 5p.m.-10p.m.

10p.m.-close Karaoke
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALON

FINANCIAL

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Psychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  ppgrill.com
302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649

• Wills & Trusts
• Powers of Attorney
• Advance Medical Directives
• Probate & Trust Administration
• Prenuptial Agreements 

Lee Carpenter, Esq.
Your LGBT Estate Planning Attorney

500 E. Pratt Street, Suite 900, Baltimore
(410) 332-8626 • Lee.Carpenter@saul.com

Be part of our 
Professional 

Service 
Directory.  For  

more information
Contact Mary at 

410-802-1310
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The Fosters available on Xfi nity Stream app

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. No celebrity endorsement implied. ©2018 Comcast. All rights reserved. 

Dreams refl ected.
On X1, it’s pride all year, only with Xfi nity.℠ There’s power in seeing yourself on screen, and that’s why Xfi nity created a 

fi rst-of-its-kind community endorsed LGBTQ Film & TV Collection. With Xfi nity On Demand, you have access to thousands of 

TV shows and movies at home and on-the-go. Simply say, “LGBTQ” into the X1 Voice Remote to easily immerse yourself in an 

awesome, diverse collection of content that refl ects all of you. Simple. Easy. Awesome.

Find yourself at xfi nity.com/LGBTQ
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