
This year’s pre-Pride show will feature 
local talent, including the winners of the 
Arts of Pride contests listed in the events 
below. The Block Party will include the 
Lez Lot (ticket required), along with the 

DJ, Dance, and Main Stages, 
featuring this year’s headliners 
Taylor Bennet, Davon Fleming, 
and TT The Artist. Other fea-
tured will include Mi-
ami Tip, Tish Hyman, 
Garek, Ruepratt, Kot-
ic Couture, Spikey 

Van Dykey, and Kourtney White.
On Sunday, June 17th, the Pride Fes-

tival returns to Druid Hill Park with lots of 
vendors and entertainment. Family Pride 
will feature activities for family members of 
all ages, and Elder Pride will be a great 
place for older adults to relax and social-
ize. The Lady Lisa Drag Stage will feature 
lots of great local talent, the Dance Stage 

his best to maintain a level of 
objectivity in his writing. “The 
historical distance helps to a 
large extent. There is still a 
connection there that I think 
you cannot disregard, but you 
need to make sure it does 
not overwhelm you,” says 
Elledge. “[Being objective] 
is something you have to be 
conscious of during the pro-
cess – especially during the 
writing.”

Elledge hopes that read-
ers of this book will learn that 
being a queer man during this 

time was not a life sentence to isolation. 
“One of the things I found intriguing and 
didn’t realize in a real way – not an intel-
lectual way – was that gay people in the 
earliest days were pretty invisible,” says 
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In the 1920s, 
gay men became 
visible – not just 

in gay clubs. 
but in the best 

nightspots of the 
time. Then in 

the 1930s, they 
disappeared.

Tragic Life of 
an Outsider 
Artist, Elledge 
started to dis-
cover accounts 
of queer men 
in Chicago. 
“I kept notes 
of everything 
and made 
copies of it,” 
says Elledge. 
He used 
those ac-
counts as a 
starting point 
for this book.

“Initially, 
I was just 
c o l l e c t i n g 
information 
on anyone 
I happened 
to land 
on,” says 

Elledge. “I was doing a lot of 
research at the University of 
Chicago. There are several 
collections of gay material 
that very few people know 
about in their collection. A 
sociology professor sent his 
students out into Chicago to 
interview people that were 
not mainstream – immi-
grants, prostitutes, and gay 
men. When I ran into that, I 
discovered a lot of informa-
tion about everyday people.”

The Boys of Fairy Town 
has a blend of everyday 
people, famous (and infamous) people, 
African-Americans, immigrants, and more. 
The variety of lives illustrates how differ-
ent the experiences could be for queer 
men during this period. Despite the con-
tent of some of the stories, Elledge does 

THE 2018 BALTIMORE PRIDE season 
is upon us! Pull out those 
rainbow accessories and get 
ready to connect with com-
munity so that “United We 
Shine.” Dedicated volunteers 
are working around the clock 
to make the 2018 Baltimore 
Pride Month memorable!

“I can’t wait to see you 
there,” said LaKesha Davis, 
the Pride coordinator for Balti-
more Pride. “An exact timeline 
of the weekend events will be 
posted soon. Until then, here’s 
a sneak peak of what you can expect. You 
have so many events to choose from!”

Visit the event page at BaltimorePride.
org to purchase tickets for Twilight on the 
Terrace, the annual Pride soiree held at 
Gertrude’s at the Baltimore Museum of Art 
on June 15th.

Pride Weekend 
will include some 
old favorites and 
some new fun. 
Station North will 
again host 
the events 
on Saturday, 
June 16th, 
starting with 
the High 
Heel Race, 
while those 
with four legged 

friends can join the first ever Pet Pa-
rade! The Pride Parade will feature Grand 
Marshals Shawnna Alexander and Davon 
Fleming, and the Activists of the Year 
awardees, Ava Pipitone, executive director 
of the Baltimore Trans Alliance, and Ericka 
Bridgeford, founder of Baltimore Cease-
fire.

will let you get your groove on, and the 
Main Stage will feature lots of amazing lo-
cal talent. There will be something to offer 
for everyone.

Official Pride Events will be held from 
now throughout June, especially during 
Pride week from June 7th to 17th, offer-
ing opportunities for everyone to connect 
to the greater LGBTQ community and to 

groups that most reflect 
their identities within the 
rainbow. These will include 
parties, an awards show, 
contests, social events, 
awareness days, festivals, 

worship services, drag shows, workshops, 
forums, fashion shows, sports events, con-
certs, film screenings, and more!

The following events take place be-
tween May 26th and June 9th. Check the 
next issue of Baltimore OUTloud for events 

—continued on page 20

—continued on page 4
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The ‘Boys of Fairy Town’By Brynn Devereaux
Think about Historic Chi-
cago. Images of the Great 
Fire, the World’s Fair (and 
its lunatic serial killer), Al 
Capone, and the setting of 
a fabulous Fosse musical 
come to mind. These stories 
are part of the mainstream 
cultural narrative of Chicago, 
but there are more stories to 
be uncovered and subcul-
tures to understand. Author 
Jim Elledge explores the lives 
of the queer men who lived 
in Chicago during the 1930s 
and 40s in his latest book, 
The Boys of Fairy Town: Sod-
omites, Female Impersonators, 
Third-Sexers, Pansies, Queers, 
and Sex Morons in Chicago’s 
First Century.

While researching his 
award-winning biography, Hen-
ry Darger, Throwaway Boy: The 
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Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

Baltimore Celebrates National 
Honor Our LGBT Elders Day
By BILL reDMOnD-PaLMer
More than 75 people gathered at the Single 
Carrot Theatre on May 16th in celebration 
of National Honor Our LGBT Elders Day. 

Hosted by the LGBT Health Resource 
Center and emceed by youth advocate 
and educator Lamont Bryant, the evening 
saw community leaders share stories of an 
LGBTQ elder who inspired them and made 
an impact in their lives. 

Sharing stories were: Jasmine Pope 
of Star TRACK, honoring Sheila Boone-
Dow; activist Mark S. King, honoring his 
brother Richard King; Jillian Silveira, hon-
oring Richard Wilson; Kenneth Morrison, 
honoring Cleo Manago, Lori McPherson, 
honoring Glenda Rider; “Downtown” Kevin 
Brown, honoring Calvin Tolbert; and au-
dience member Cris Camp, who honored 
Harry Woolsey. Afterward, honorees were 
pinned with a special commemorative El-
ders Day pin.

The event also included a performance 
excerpt from Peter Pan, an LGBTQ adap-
tion by Joshua Conkel featuring the Single 

Carrot Theatre Ensemble, and citations 
from the offices of Senator Chris Van Hol-
len and Mayor Catherine Pugh. 

In addition, the 2018 National Hon-
or Our LGBT Elders Day banner created 
by Shanti Flagg was unveiled; the ban-
ner will be on permanent display at The 
LGBT Health Resource Center (1111 North 
Charles Street).

Honor Our LGBT Elders Day is a na-
tional day to draw awareness to and ap-
preciation of the lifetime of contributions 
made by LGBT older adults. The gains 
made each year in LGBT rights and equal-
ity sit squarely on the backs of those who 
fought and lived through large and small 
victories in order to be their true selves. 
Honor Our LGBT Elders Day works to unite 
the LGBTQ community and its allies to cel-
ebrate and thank those individuals who 
fought on behalf of us all. For more info, 
please visit LGBTeldersday.org.

National Honor Our LGBT Elders Day 
2018 was sponsored by, among others, 
GLCCB, Morgan Stanley Wealth Manage-
ment, Safe: Stop Abuse of Elders; Mary-

Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

were joined by Richard and Willy, a female 
duo who played two crude and crass males 
attempting to seduce a lady, with bawdy 
and raucous abandon.

Some performers had been on stage 
hundreds of times, while others tread the 
boards for their first time. Genders were 
bent, tail feathers were shaken, and all 
performers performed their hearts out for 

Giving thanks to LGBT elders – who helped pave the way.

LGBT Elders
Day

news // LOCAL 

land Volunteer Lawyers Service, Berna-
dette Mouskanas, and Alexa Milanytch & 
Brad Miller in Honor of Nate Sweeney. In 
kind sponsors include Heartland Assisted 
Living, Baltimore Center Stage, the Balti-
more Eagle Night Club and Bar, and Ger-
trude’s Restaurant. t
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cookout, vendors, clothing and hygiene 
giveaways, and entertainment. Hosted by 
B & Dee’s Baltimore Love. Facebook: Bit.
ly/2J0nFir.

Visit the events page at Balti-
morePride.org and Facebook.com/Balti-
moreLGBTQPride to find more events that 
are added almost daily! #UnitedWeShine 
#BaltimorePride #GLCCB

“Be on the lookout for more details on 
what’s happening,” said Davis. “Until then, 
be sure to visit our social media pages and 
website. Please feel free to share with your 
friends! Happy Pride!” t

Baltimore in 
Conversation: 

Stories of 
Resilience, June 3rd
Join the fifth installment of Baltimore 
in Conversation, featuring four nev-
er-heard-before stories of resilience on 
June 2nd from 3 to 7 pm at the BBox at 
the Maryland Institute College of Art (1601 
West Mount Royal Avenue, Baltimore).

The goal of Baltimore in Conversation 

is to foster a more holistic sexual health for 
queer people of color in Baltimore, through 
their shared stories and lived experiences. 
For more info, visit the Facebook event 
page at Bit.ly/2IF1V8m. t

HIV & Brain 
Impairment: Forum, 

May 30th
AIDS Action Baltimore invites you to join 
them for dinner with Johns Hopkins’s Ja-
son Creighton on May 30th, from 6:30 to 
8:30 pm, at the Waxter Center (1000 Ca-
thedral Street, Baltimore – at the corner of 
Eager and Cathedral Streets).

Creighton is part of a team working to 
understand why people with HIV can be 

planned from June 9th through June 23th.
The following are 2018 Baltimore Pride 

official events:
May 27th – Paint the Pint with Pride: 

8 pm to midnight, Mount 
Vernon Stable and 
Saloon (909 North 
Charles Street). Paint 
and keep a Blue Moon 
pint glass; glass and 
paint markers are sup-
plied. Event and sup-
plies are free but buy-
ing pints of Blue Moon 
raises funds for Pride. 
Samplings of Blue Moon 
Cocktails, and give-
aways from Blue Moon 
and Miller Lite. A portion of sales 
benefit Baltimore Pride. Presented by Blue 
Moon. Facebook: Bit.ly/2Ll8wqr.

June 2nd – Film: wild nights with 
emily – 7 to 10 pm, SNF Parkway Theater 
/ Maryland Film Festival (5 North Avenue). 
Special screening of the story of the se-
cret life of lesbian poet Emily Dickinson, 
followed by a question and answer session 
with the film’s director, Madeleine Olnek. 
Tickets: $20 (general), $18 (festival mem-
bers) from Mdfilmfest.com or onsite at the 
theater. Half of ticket sales benefit Balti-
more Pride. Facebook: Bit.ly/2LkidoV.

The following are 2018 Baltimore Pride 
official outreach events:

May 26th: Baltimore Drag awards – 
8 pm to midnight, Creative Alliance (3134 
Eastern Avenue). Pictures on the red car-
pet, and a mix and mingle cocktail hour 
at 8 pm, show begins promptly at 9. Betty 
O’Hellno and Brooklyn Heights host. Tick-
ets: $15 for Creative Alliance members, 
$18 for non-members, available at Cre-
ativealliance.org/events/2018/2018-balti-
more-drag-awards. No tickets sold at the 
door. Facebook: Bit.ly/2IBVjaB.

May 29th: B’More Proud 2018 – 8 am 
to 5 pm, University of Maryland Baltimore 
County Performing Arts and Humanities 
Building (1000 Hilltop Circle). This is an 
intercollegiate LGBTQ leadership summit 
geared towards the empowerment and 
education. Hosted by the UMBC LGBTQ 
Student Union. Facebook: Bit.ly/2s3Uv7t.

May 31st: The arts of Pride: The vi-
sion of Pride – 8:30 to 10 pm, The Nest at 
the Baltimore Eagle (2022 North Charles 
Street). Art contest, open call to all visual 
artists: Art will be displayed at this spe-
cial Pride gallery showing. Opening party 
/ meet-and-greet with the artists followed 
by the “Release” Dance Party hosted by 
Thommy Davis and Jerry Haley. Show 
runs through June. This is a free event. 

Facebook: Bit.ly/2LjhYdH.
June 1st: The arts of Pride: The 

words of Pride – 7:30 pm, GLCCB (2530 
North Charles Street). Spoken word con-

test, open to all spoken 
word artists. Winner will 
perform at the Pre-Pride 
show at the opening of the 
Block Party on Saturday, 
June 16th. Partnered with 
Giovanni’s Room Open 
Mic. and third annual 
Baltimore Pride Poetry 
Slam, hosted by Unique 
Mical Robinson. Tick-
ets sold at the door: $5. 
Facebook: Bit.ly/2KHf-
R2o.

June 2nd: The arts of 
Pride: The voice of Pride – 9 pm to 2 
am, The Nest at the Baltimore Eagle (2022 
North Charles Street). Vocal contest, open 
to all vocalists. Winner will perform at the 
pre-Pride show at the opening of the Block 
Party on Saturday, June 16th. Competition 
followed by at Dance Party. Facebook: Bit.
ly/2KHfR2o.

June 2nd: Gayme of Thrones: a 
Burlesque of Bras and Jockstraps – 7 
to 10 pm, The Nest at the Baltimore Ea-
gle, (2022 North Charles Street). “Game 
of Thrones”-themed burlesque show. The 
most cunning, raunchiest, sexiest and 
clever talent battle to take the throne! Two 
raffles and vendors. Tickets: $10 (gener-
al), $25 VIP, including front row seating, 
personalized swag bag, and two raffle tick-
ets. Facebook: Bit.ly/2kebOPG.

June 3rd: The arts of Pride: The 
Dance of Pride – 3 to 9 pm, Charm Bal-
timore (407 East Saratoga Street). Dance 
contest, open to all forms of dance. Solos, 
groups, troupes, and teams are welcome. 
Winner will perform at the pre-Pride show 
at the opening of the Block Party on Sat-
urday, June 16th. Competition followed by 
a Dance Party. Facebook: Bit.ly/2KHfR2o.

June 5: HIv Long-Term survivors 
awareness Day event – 12 to 1:30 pm, 
Baltimore War Memorial Assembly Hall 
(101 North Gay Street). Honor those who 
have been and are currently long-term 
survivors with HIV/AIDS and learn about 
the unique challenges they face. Vendors, 
speakers and music by the Positive Voic-
es of Baltimore. Free. Refreshments will 
be served. Facebook: Facebook.com/
events/1687447714644419.

June 9: 3rd annual Baltimore Pride 
Community Outreach BBQ – 1 to 4 pm, 
The Ynot Lot (4 West North Avenue). This 
event raises awareness about home-
lessness in the LGBTQ community, and 
inspired others to give back. Includes a 
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doing very well in many other aspects, but 
still suffer from neurological impairment. 
This presentation on HIV and brain impair-
ment will explore whether the causes are 
rooted in HIV disease, the drugs that fight 
HIV, or both.

They encourage you to join them 
for this important HIV community event. 
Please RSVP to Baltoaids.com so orga-
nizers can provide enough food. Feel free 
to call AIDS Action Baltimore at 410-837-
2437 for further info. t

Governor Signs 
LGBTQ Youth Bills

On May 15th, Gov. Larry Hogan signed 
into law SB 1028 and SB 1218, two import-
ant bills affecting LGBTQ youth in Mary-
land. 

SB 1028 bans the practice of so-called 
conversion therapy for minors. Conversion 
therapy centers on attempts to “convert” 
people from LGBTQ to heterosexual cis-
gender people. Maryland joins 11 states 
and the District of Columbia, as well as a 
growing number of municipalities that have 
enacted similar protections. State legis-
latures in Hawaii and New Hampshire re-
cently passed similar protections that await 
their governors’ respective signatures.

A recent report from the Williams In-
stitute at the UCLA School of Law, finds 
that approximately 20,000 LGBTQ minors 
in states without protections will be sub-
jected to conversion therapy by a licensed 
healthcare professional if state officials fail 
to act.

“Conversion therapy is a thoroughly 
debunked, coercive process with no ba-
sis in science or medicine,” said Dr. Adri-
an Long, Chief Medical Officer for Chase 
Brexton Health Care. “Any ‘successes’ 
as a result of the therapy come only from 
the patient’s ability to reject their true self, 
causing irreparable harm and dire conse-
quences to their well-being. We take great 
pride in Governor Hogan’s action today to 

PRIDE 
2018

—continued from page 1
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reject this brutal practice and ensure that 
Maryland remains a welcoming home to all 
individuals.”

FreeState Justice, along with the Hu-
man Rights Campaign, and Women Indi-
visible Strong Effective of Anne Arundel 
County advocated for the passage of SB 
1028 during the 2018 legislative session. 
The bill passed the legislature with bipar-
tisan support.

“There is no credible evidence that 
conversion therapy can change a per-
son’s sexual orientation or gender identity 
or expression,” said Mark Procopio, head 
of FreeState Justice. “To the contrary, re-
search has clearly shown that these prac-
tices pose devastating health risks for 
LGBTQ young people such as depression, 
decreased self-esteem, substance abuse, 
homelessness, and even suicidal behav-
ior.”

SB 1218, The Ending Youth Home-
lessness Act, which also passed by the 
legislature with bipartisan support, was 
signed the same day, and creates a grant 
fund within the Department of Housing and 
Community Development to expand hous-
ing and support services to unaccompa-
nied youth experiencing homelessness, a 
disproportionate number of whom identify 
as members of the LGBTQ community.

Across the US, LGBTQ youth and youth 
of color are disproportionately represented 
among youth experiencing homelessness. 
Service provider estimates nationally indi-
cate that 20 to 40% of youth experiencing 
homelessness identify as LGBTQ, com-
pared with only about seven to ten percent 
of the general youth population.  

There are more than 2,332 “unaccom-
panied homeless youth” in Maryland, or 
people under the age of 25 who are un-
stably housed or homeless and not with 
a parent or guardian. In 2017, 546 un-
accompanied homeless youth were sur-
veyed in Baltimore through Youth REACH 
(Reach Out, Engage, Assist, and Count to 
End Homelessness). Of those youth, 4% 
identified as transgender, 22% identified 
as LGB, and 4% identified as other or de-
clined to answer. The 2018 Youth REACH 
count just recently ended, but data is not 
yet available. 

“The consistent presence of youth with 
personal experience of homelessness in 
Annapolis during the session was key to 
passage of the bill,” said Ingrid M. Löfgren 
of the Homeless Persons Representation 
Project, “especially youth leaders from 
Youth Empowered Society (YES) Drop-In 
Center in Baltimore, together with valuable 
support from partners in other parts of the 
state. While passage of this bill is an im-
portant step, we need to keep the pressure 

on our elected officials and state agencies 
to ensure that the grant program they cre-
ated is adequately funded. The real work 
starts now.”

Procopio echoed the sentiments of 
many who worked on both pieces of legis-
lation. “FreeState Justice, our supporters, 
allies, and partners advocated vigorously 
for these pieces of legislation this session. 
We are glad that the General Assembly 
and the Governor stood up for LGBTQ 
youth in Maryland. This session, our state 
sent a message to our community’s youth 
that they are welcome to be who they are 
and are deserving of the resources they 
need to thrive. We are hopeful that these 
are the first of many steps we can take to 
make sure LGBTQ youth in Maryland have 
authentic, rich lives.” t

Honoring Those 
Living Longest with 
HIV / AIDS, June 5th
June 5th will be the fifth annual HIV Long-
Term Survivors Awareness Day (HLTSAD) 
and will mark the 37th anniversary of the 
beginning of the AIDS pandemic. HLTSAD 
is a day to educate the community about 
the present day needs and issues of those 
living longest with HIV and AIDS. HLTSAD 
was started in 2014 by “Let’s Kick ASS” 
(AIDS Survivor Syndrome) founder Tez 
A n - derson.

This year’s 
theme for the day 

is “HIV It Is (Still) 
Not Over,” be-
cause health 
depa r tmen ts , 
r e s e a r c h e r s , 

HIV service or-
ganizations and 

the community are fo-
cused on “ending 

AIDS” and “getting to zero.” 
These are lofty goals, but can leave those 
living longest with HIV feeling isolated and 
left behind.

HLTSAD is also about prevention. 
HLTS need to know that people who main-
tain an undetectable viral load cannot 
transmit the virus to others. The science is 
clear, that “Undetectable = Untransmissa-
ble.” By maintaining their virus at undetect-
able levels, HLTS are both protecting their 
health, and preventing new HIV infections.

Currently 26% of all 1.3 million people 
living with HIV in the US became positive 
before 1996, meaning they are the lon-

gest-term survivors. Many others have 
been living with HIV for over 15 years.

“Too many HIV long-term survivors 
are isolated, depressed, living in poverty 
and coping with AIDS Survivor Syndrome 
(ASS),” said Anderson in a press release 
about the day, “which includes depression, 
anxiety and a host of other social and men-
tal factors impacting treatment adherence, 
quality of life, and well-being. Instead of 
being celebrated as they pioneers they 
are, they are frightened about the pros-
pects of aging with HIV, a virus that killed 
swaths of our loved ones and community.”

This year in Baltimore, an HLTSAD 
event is planned for June 5th, from 12 to 
1:30 pm in the Baltimore War Memorial 
Assembly Hall (101 North Gay Street, Bal-
timore). The theme for the event is “A Cel-
ebration of Life: It’s (Still) Not Over!” The 
program will honor those who have been 
and currently long-term survivors with HIV/
AIDS and learn about the unique challeng-
es they face.

The event will include representatives 
of several organizations who will provide 
resources and information; several speak-
ers and music by the Positive Voices of 
Baltimore. Positive Voices’ three current 
members have performed together for 24 
years and are all Long-Term Survivors with 
a combined 95 years of experience living 
with HIV and AIDS.

Everyone is encouraged to come and 
learn, celebrate and support those living 
longest with HIV who are on so many lev-
els forgotten, many of whom are still dying 
far too frequently and far too soon.

The event is free, and refreshments will 
be served. Visit their Facebook event page 
for more info at Bit.ly/2rYdKQG, or email 
bmoreblackpride@yahoo.com. 

“Before we end AIDS,” said Anderson, 
“let’s take care of the needs and issues of 
long-term survivors, people who have lived 
with the HIV for 25 and 35-plus years. Our 
lives were dramatically changed by the 
epidemic, and it feels like the community 
has moved on. The meme ‘we lost and en-
tire generation to AIDS’ is wrong. We lost 
much of a generation, but there are many 
of us still here, surviving against the odds.”

For more info about HLTSAD, vis-
it HLTSAD.org, and Facebook.com/
HIVLongTermSurvivorsAwarenessDay. 
When posting please use #HLTSAD. t

Mayoral Pride 
Month Welcoming 

Reception
Mayor Catherine Pugh, together with the 

mayor’s newly assembled LGBTQ Com-
mission, plan to host a Pride Month Wel-
coming Reception on May 30th, from 6 to 
8 pm, at the Baltimore War Memorial As-
sembly Hall (101 North Gay Street). There 
will be opportunities for conversations and 
light refreshments.

This will be the long-anticipated op-
portunity to meet the members of the new 
LGBTQ Commission, whose formation was 
promised during her election campaign for 
mayor in 2016.

The event is free however, but please 
RSVP for a ticket at Tinyurl.com/PrideB-
MORE. Please note that tickets do not guar-
antee seating, and admission is first-come-
first-serve. For more info, visit their Facebook 
event page at Bit.ly/2LmAbqW, where they 
promise that more info is coming soon. t

MD LGBT PAC 
Launch Party, 

May 31
A new political action committee (PAC) is 
forming in Maryland, with the goal of help-
ing elect openly LGBT non-incumbent can-
didates. Their focus this year is on races 
for the General Assembly, with the goal of 
expanding the scope of their work in future 
elections.

The group is holding a launch party on 
May 31st, at Denizens Brewing Company 
(1115 East-West Highway, Silver Spring). 
You are in- vited to 

c o m e 
a n d 
m e e t 
c a n d i -
d a t e s , 
l e a r n 

more about 
the PAC, and hear how you can help 

more openly LGBT candidates get elected 
to statewide public office.

The event is free and open to the pub-
lic, and reporters are welcome. For more 
info visit the Facebook event page at Bit.
ly/2x0sNhD. t
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BHT To Hold Grant 
Writing Workshops

A little money for a worthy project never 
hurts! On June 4th, Brother Help Thyself 
will hold a “Grant Writing 101” workshop 
from 7 to 9 pm at the Helping Up Mission 
(1029 East Baltimore Street, Baltimore).

BHT plans to offer technical guidance 
to organizations in need of grant writ-
ing expertise, and a refresher to existing 
grantees. They will also discuss minor 
modifications that have been made to their 
own grant application. Refreshments will 
be served.

The new chair of BHT’s grants com-
mittee, Jackie Adams, will be introduced. 
Adams is a former grant writer with Chase 
Brexton Health Care, and currently does 
grant writing for Maryland in the Governor’s 
Office of Crime Control and Prevention. 

You do not have to be a current BHT 
grantee or even plan to apply for a BHT 
grant to attend. The event is open to any 
organization in need of grant writing guid-
ance.

“We’re all in this together and I believe 
we should all be sharing our expertise in-
stead of holding it close as some sort of 
state secret,” said Andrew McCarty, BHT 
president. “BHT is proud of our record of 
bringing people together – because none 
of us really succeeds at the cost of – or 
without – the other. We’re stronger togeth-
er!” 

BHT’s 2018 grant application will open 
on June 30th. 

If you are unable to attend the work-
shop in Baltimore, a second workshop will 
be held in Washington, DC, on June 7th, 
from 7 to 9 pm on the second floor of Dig-
nity Washington (721 8th Street, SE).

For more info, contact Andrew McCarty 
at andrew31572@gmail.com. t

• Family Law  • Estate Planning  
• Real Estate

Stephanie Cañas Hunnell, Esq.
Sylvia L. Breitowich, Esq.

408 7th Ave.
Asbury Park, NJ 07712

732-749-3500
fax 732-749-3503

Monmouth-Divorce.com

news // LOCAL

Baltimore Celebrates National Honor Our LGBT Elders Day
Honor Our LGBT Elders Day is a national day to draw awareness to and 
appreciation of the lifetime of contributions made by LGBT older adults
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Same sex hook-
ups by ‘straight’ 
college students 
on rise

Greensboro, north Carolina – Dr. Ari-
elle Kuperberg, an associate professor of 
sociology at the University of North Caro-
lina at Greensboro, and Dr. Alicia Walker, 
assistant professor of sociology at Missou-
ri State University, recently released the 
results of research they did on college stu-
dents, sexual identity, and sexual behavior. 
The sociologists’ research, digging deeper 
into a larger survey of some 24,000 col-
lege students, found that one out of four 
women and one out of eight men whose 
last “hookup” was with a same-sex partner 
also said they identified their sexual orien-
tation as straight. 

“I think we make a lot of assumptions 
about sexual identity and what it means 
along with our sexual behavior,” Kuper-
berg said. “But I think it’s important to 
actually do the research that challenges 
those assumptions and makes people say, 
‘Hey, maybe what I think isn’t real.’” Kuper-
berg and Walker’s study found, primarily, 
that sexual experimentation and students’ 
willingness to experiment is quite common 
among young people in college — per-
haps, even, more common than we initial-
ly thought. More importantly, that sexual 
experimentation has very little to do with 
the labels people currently use or may one 
day use in the future to describe their iden-
tity. For the overwhelming majority of stu-
dents, researchers say, experimentation is 
just that.

Walker thinks the study isn’t really 
about labels, and other recent research 
shows that many young people are even 
beginning to drop labels entirely. Walker 
says the study’s most important finding 
is that experimentation is overwhelming-
ly common. Just because straight men 

Law to fight 
online ‘sex-
trafficking’ 
endangers sex 
workers 

washington, DC – This article is ex-
cerpted from the Huffington Post – On 
April 11th, the Allow States and Victims to 
Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act (FOSTA), 
which says websites can be held legally li-
able if their users post ads for prostitution, 
was signed into law. In the lead-up to its 

passage, the bill was responsible for the 
closure of a host of advertising and review 
sites used by sex workers, most promi-
nently Craigslist personals and Backpage, 
the latter of which was seized and shut 
down by the FBI. Spooked by FOSTA’s 
broad implications, many digital platforms 
are revising their terms of service or boot-
ing content of a sexual nature altogether. 
Skype, Instagram, Twitter, and Google 
Drive have all reacted to restrict “inappro-
priate content.” 

The bill was intended to fight sex traf-
ficking, but it has had a dangerous ef-
fect on the many sex workers who have 
consensually chosen the profession and 
who relied on the internet and its tools to 
keep themselves safe and make a living. 
For many consensual sex workers, losing 
these free or low-cost advertising platforms 
means losing the ability to work indoors 
and the ability to screen clients ― two ma-
jor factors that contribute to a sex work-
er’s overall safety. (People being forced or 
coerced into prostitution also benefit from 
client screening and not having to work on 
the streets, the bill’s opponents point out.) 
Sex workers also rely on the safety tool 
of communal “bad date lists” ― websites 

where sex workers share information on 
bad or dangerous clients. Sex workers say 
these too are being shut down in the wake 
of FOSTA’s passage.

“This bill will and already has been re-
sponsible for the murder, rape, [and] arrest 
of sex workers and will further push traf-
ficked people underground,” says Arabelle 
Raphael, a 29-year-old sex worker in Cali-
fornia. The bill conflates sex trafficking with 
any kind of sex work, and its ripples are af-
fecting consensual sex workers across the 
industry, including those involved in legal 
sex work, like porn performers. Allie, 27, 
was surprised to find how much her work 
in pornography has been affected by the 
bill’s passage. Her archives were deleted 
by Google Drive, and her bank abrupt-
ly pulled out of processing payments 
for her website. “Because of this bill I’ve 
now been forced back to the one place I 
barely made it out of alive the first time…. 
It’s forcing me to go back [to] the streets, 
walking up and down trying to find clients,” 
says Melissa, 32, a Phoenix escort. “They 
want us out of sight, underground, dead, 
or in the streets easy to arrest,” says Ken-
dall, 21, a Los Angeles escort. “This bill 
is killing us. We can’t screen clients like 
we used to, which is what was keeping us 
safe,” comments Lexi, 27, a Florida escort. 
Arabelle Raphael, 29, says, “FOSTA has 
been incredibly spirit-breaking, but giving 
up isn’t a choice. It set a fire under my ass 
to reach out and start organizing my com-
munity. These bills are trying to alienate us 
from one another. We can’t let them win.” 
(The Huffington Post – emily McCombs 
at Huffingtonpost.com/entry/sex-work-
ers-sesta-fosta_us_5ad0d7d0e4b0ed-
ca2cb964d9)

Trump reverses 
inmate 
and other 
transgender 
protections

washington, DC – Reuters reports 
that the Trump administration has rolled 
back protections for transgender prison in-
mates introduced under former President 
Barack Obama after some prisoners chal-
lenged the policies in court. An inmate’s 
biological sex will now be used to make 
the initial decision as to where transgen-
der prisoners are housed, instead of the 

gender to which they identify, according 
to a change in guidelines announced on 
May 11th by the US Bureau of Prisons. 
The move, decried by transgender rights 
advocates, comes after four women held 
at a Texas detention center filed a feder-
al lawsuit. The inmates argued that the 
previous prison guidelines, introduced in 
January 2017 just days before Obama left 
office, put them at greater risk of rape be-
cause they might have to share facilities 
with transgender women.

Under President Donald Trump, the 

Justice Department said in August that it 
would evaluate the issues in the lawsuit. 
Following the change to the guidelines, 
first reported by BuzzFeed News, prison 
authorities are instructed to consider the 
health and safety of transgender inmates, 
as well as “whether placement would 
threaten the management and security of 
the institution and/or pose a risk to other 
inmates in the institution.” Nancy Ayers, a 
spokeswoman for the Bureau of Prisons, 
told BuzzFeed that the new policy takes 
into account the needs of all federal pris-
oners “and articulates the balance of safe-
ty needs of transgender inmates as well as 
other inmates.”

The move was condemned by trans-
gender activists, who point to official sta-
tistics that show transgender inmates are 
at disproportionate risk of suffering sexual 
violence. 

The Trump administration has sought 
to ban transgender people from serving in 
the US military and has taken other steps 
aimed at rolling back transgender rights. 
In October, the administration said a federal 
law banning gender-based workplace dis-
crimination does not protect transgender em-
ployees, reversing another Obama-era posi-
tion. In February, Trump rescinded Obama 
administration guidance that said public 
schools should let transgender students use 
the restroom corresponding to their gender 
identity. (reuters – Maria Caspani; editing 
Daniel Wallis & Tom Brown at reuters.com/
article/us-usa-lgbt-prisons/u-s-rolls-back-
protections-for-transgender-prison-inmates-
idUSKCN1ID0O3)

compiled by Jim Becker

arabelle raphael – Sex worker in California

Trans prisoners at mercy of new Fed rules

experimentalists – Student try out gay sex

—continued on page 11
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Learn more at truvada.com

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.

TRUVADA for PrEP™ is a once-daily prescription medicine that 
can help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 when taken every day 
and used together with safer sex practices.

 ® TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV through sex. 

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection 
and if TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.And I make choices that fi t my life.

I'm passionate, 
not impulsive.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP?
TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription medicine that is used 
together with safer sex practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. 
This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help 
determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fl uids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about 
TRUVADA for PrEP?
Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:  

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. You must 
get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA 
to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 ® Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have fl u-like symptoms, you could have recently become 
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a fl u-like illness within 
the last month before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
 ® You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

 ® You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
 ® Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.
 ® If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

 ® To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
 ® Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
 ® Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 
easier for HIV to infect you.

 ® Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 
having fewer sex partners.

 ® Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of 
getting HIV-1 infection.

 ® If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 
alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If 
you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat 
over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 ® Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. 
If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do 
not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they 
will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 

 ® Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. If 
you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to treat 
HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 
and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

 ® Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?
Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:

 ® Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do 
blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA. 
If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking TRUVADA.

 ® Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but 
rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, 
unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a 
fast or abnormal heartbeat.

 ® Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

 ® Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

 ® All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 
have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis. 

 ® If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should 
keep taking TRUVADA.

 ® If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If 
you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 ® All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with 
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 ® If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider 
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.

TVDC0139_PrEP_B_9-875x9.6_BaltimoreOutloud_Vogue_p1.indd   1-2 8/16/17   11:00 AM



BaLTIMOre OuTLOuD    may 25, 2018 •  BALTIMOreOUTLOUD.COM  t  9 

Learn more at truvada.com

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.

TRUVADA for PrEP™ is a once-daily prescription medicine that 
can help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 when taken every day 
and used together with safer sex practices.

 ® TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV through sex. 

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection 
and if TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.And I make choices that fi t my life.

I'm passionate, 
not impulsive.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP?
TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription medicine that is used 
together with safer sex practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. 
This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help 
determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fl uids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about 
TRUVADA for PrEP?
Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:  

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. You must 
get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA 
to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 ® Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have fl u-like symptoms, you could have recently become 
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a fl u-like illness within 
the last month before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
 ® You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

 ® You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
 ® Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.
 ® If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

 ® To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
 ® Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
 ® Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 
easier for HIV to infect you.

 ® Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 
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you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat 
over time.
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rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider 
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT 
TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP:
 •  You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not already 

have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are 
confirmed to be HIV-1 negative.

•  Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently become 
infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like symptoms, tiredness, fever,  joint or 
muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had a flu-like illness 
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
•  You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP may not 

keep you from getting HIV-1. 

•  You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Get tested for HIV-1 at least 
every 3 months while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
think you were exposed to HIV-1 or have a flu-like illness while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

•  If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone to  
treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to  
treat over time.

•  See the “How To Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.

TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including:

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. If you 
have HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not stop taking 
TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health 
regularly for several months.

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA for PrEP is a prescription medicine used together with safer sex practices to help 
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at 
high risk of getting HIV-1.

•  To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
• Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.  
• Take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection. 

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP
•  Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have been exposed to HIV-1.

•  Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1 infection.

•  Use TRUVADA for PrEP together with condoms and safer sex practices.

•  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking  
TRUVADA for PrEP.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP” section.
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but rare medical emergency 

that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness 
or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach 
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or 
abnormal heartbeat. 

•  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain. 

• Bone problems.

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area (abdomen) pain, 
headache, and decreased weight.

These are not all the possible side effects of  TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and during 
treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.  

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis.
• Have any other medical conditions.
• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If you become HIV-positive, HIV 

can pass to the baby in breast milk. 
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contenders for the July 1st elections. The 
electoral institute for the state of Oaxaca in 
southern Mexico said in a statement that 
the 17 candidates had been temporarily 
blocked due to “suspected irregularities.”

The institute did not give further rea-
sons for the move but said it “will be vig-
ilant that the constitutional principle of 
equality is adhered to, and that women 
have effective access to public office.” Lo-
cal Mexican media reported that various 
political parties, competing ahead of elec-
tions in which voters will pick a new presi-
dent and thousands of local positions, had 
been unable to find enough female candi-
dates, and filled the available spots with 

men claiming to be transgender women.
Oaxaca is a state with a long tradi-

tion of people known as “muxes,” who 
are born male but identify as a mix of 
gay and feminine. They are often recog-
nized as a third gender. (reuters at re-
uters.com/article/us-mexico-election/mex-
ico-election-body-blocks-17-male-can-
d ida tes -masque rad ing -as - t r ansgen -
der-women-idUSKBN1ID03B?il=0)

UK to sell porn 
passes so adults 
can visit porn 
websites

London – The Independent reports 
that High Street newsagents are to sell so-
called “porn passes” that will allow adults 
to visit over-18 websites anonymously. 
The 16-digit cards will allow browsers to 
avoid giving personal details online when 
asked to prove their age. 

Instead, they would show shopkeepers 
a passport or driving license when buying 
the pass. 

The UK’s film censor, the British Board 

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.

of Film Classification, carried out a public 
consultation ahead of age-verification laws 
that are to be introduced this year that will 
require viewers to prove they are over 18 
when viewing certain sites. But there are 
concerns that asking adults to hand over 
passport or driving license details to view 
adult material could leave them open to 
data-hacking and blackmail. Some 56 per 
cent of British adults admitted to watching 
pornography in a 2014 study carried out by 
The Observer. 

David Austin, chief executive with the 
BBFC, told the Daily Telegraph that such 
a process would be “simpler than people 
think” to create. 

A spokesman for the Department of 
Culture, Media, and Sport, which is re-
sponsible for the new legislation, said: “We 
are in the process of implementing some 
of the strictest data protection laws in the 
world. A wide variety of online age verifica-
tion solutions exist, or are in development, 
and they will have to abide by these high 
standards. We expect data security to be 
a high priority in the BBFC’s guidance on 
age verification arrangements.” 

The BBFC will not create the new veri-
fication systems but is overseeing their im-
plementation. The new legislation was origi-
nally intended to be implemented in April but 
has been pushed back amid concerns it was 
not yet fit for purpose. t (the independent 

– Colin Drury at Independent.co.uk/news/
uk/home-news/porn-passes-newsagents-
shops-online-pornography-website-id-uk-
government-a8349281.html)

BeyOnD THe BeLTway

Meghan’s best friend at university was a 
fellow student, Larnelle Quentin Foster, 
who is gay. Larnelle, now a professor of 
drama, says she’s “very kind, very genu-
ine, someone who cares deeply about her 
family, her friends and the world.” Other 
than being an actress, Meghan is also a 
humanitarian and works a lot for charities 
around the world. She is the global am-
bassador for World Vision UK. The couple 
have asked people to donate money to 
a HIV charity Chiva, as well as six other 
charities.

A gay soldier serving in the British 
army claims Prince Harry saved him from 
a “battering” from a rival regiment. James 
Wharton, who served in the British military 
for ten years, said that in 2008 six soldiers 
threatened to batter him over a gay rumor 
regarding one of their fellow platoon-men. 
Prince Harry told him: “Right, I’m going 
to sort this shit out once and for all.” He 
approached the group of men and warned 
they would be subject to “severe discipline” 
if they did not rescind their threatening 
behavior. Wharton describes Prince Harry, 
who was his tank commander, as “one of 
my greatest protectors.” (Gay Star newS – 
Joe Morgan at Gaystarnews.com/article/
this-is-why-prince-harry-and-meghan-mar-
kle-will-be-the-most-pro-lgbti-royal-cou-
ple-ever/#gs.3CtrFAU)

Mexican 
officials nix 
male candidates 
posing as 
transgender

Mexico City – Reuters reports that a 
Mexican state electoral body on May 11th 
rejected the applications of 17 aspiring 
male candidates from various parties who 
tried to register as transgender female 

are hooking up with other guys doesn’t 
mean they’re not straight, researchers say. 

“There are so many myths in society about 
what people are doing and what people 
think other people are doing,” Kuperberg 
said. “Those myths don’t match up to re-
ality.” Walker concluded: “We live in this 
society where heterosexuality is the norm, 
but if you’re somebody feeling as though 
you’re not as heterosexual ‘as I’m sup-
posed to be,’ I think it’s important to know 
other folks are doing this, too, and they’re 
just not talking about it.” And that’s exactly 
what Walker wants people to do — start 
talking. “The reality is that most people do 
experiment in one form or another,” she 
said. “We’ve got to get away from this idea 
that it’s horrifying or shameful that people 
would experiment. People do. Sometimes 
it means something. Other times it doesn’t 
mean that much at all to people. And all 
that’s okay.”

Prince Harry 
and Meghan are 
most pro-gay 
royal couple 

London – Whether you care or not 
about last Saturday’s royal wedding of the 
year, Prince Harry and Meghan Markle are 
looking to be the most pro-LGBT royal cou-
ple ever. The two picked a preacher well 
known for being the first to bless same-
sex marriages in North Carolina. Bishop 
Michael Curry, who used to be the pastor 
of a church in Baltimore, gave a powerful 
speech at the royal wedding. And the cou-
ple have vowed to put LGBT issues at the 
forefront. Meeting with delegates from the 
Commonwealth Youth Forum, they sup-
ported efforts to decriminalize homosex-
uality around the world. One said: ‘Miss 
Markle said, and these were her exact 
words, “This is a basic human rights issue, 
not one about sexuality.”’

First off, the two said they meant to go 
on with their royal engagements. The cou-
ple visited HIV charity Terrence Higgins 
Trust, where he met with people living with 
HIV. In February, the prince met with play-
ers from one of the UK’s biggest gay rugby 
clubs. He has also praised the “amazing” 
work of transgender children’s charity 
Mermaids. Further, one of Meghan’s best 
friends is gay. Studying drama in Illinois, 

Prince Harry and Meghan – Flamboyantly 
heterosexual, and thoroughly pro-gay 

The Telegraph, please – and a season pass 
to BonkerBoyz.net

Beautiful but maybe not electable – Female 
candidates in Mexico can’t be trans

—continued from page 7
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THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

Events Calendar: May/June2018
Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays

05/27

Narcotics Anonymous 
11:00am-1:00pm Room 3

Gentle Mindful Yoga 
3:30pm-4:45pm ($10) 
Room 3

06/01

Narcotics Anonymous
11:00am-1:00pm Room 3

Gentle Mindful Yoga
3:30pm-4:45pm ($10) 
Room 3

05/28

Youth Against Oppression 
(YAO)
4:00pm-6:00pm

06/03

Youth Against Oppression 
(YAO)
4:00pm-6:00pm

05/29

Teen Art Group
5:30pm-7:30pm Room 2

Giovanni’s Room Poetry 
Workshop
6:30pm-8:30pm ($5) Conf. 
Room

SILhouette
7:30pm-9:30pm Room 3

06/04

Teen Art Group
5:30pm – 7:30pm

Poetry Workshop ($5 
suggested donation)
7:30pm – 9:30pm

SILhouette  
Spiritually In-tune Lesbians
7:30pm – 9:30pm 

05/30

Mankind Project
6:45pm – 8:45pm

Sexual Compulsives 
Anonymous [SCA] 
7:00pm – 8:00pm

HIV/STI Testing with STAR 
TRACK
6:30pm – 8:30pm

Trans Baltimore
7:00pm – 9:00pm

06/05

Mankind Project 
6:45pm – 8:45pm

Trans Baltimore
7:00pm – 9:00pm

Sexual Compulsives Anony-
mous [SCA]
7:00pm – 8:00pm

HIV/STI Testing with 
STAR TRACK
6:30pm – 8:30pm

05/31

Sistahs of Pride
7:00pm-9:00pm 
Baltimore Trans 
Masculine Alliance
6:30pm-9:00pm

06/06 

Sistahs of Pride –  
Women’s Group
7:00pm – 9:00pm

Meet for a Cause 
Dance Fitness 
5:00pm – 9:00pm 

05/25

Crystal Meth Anonymous 
[CMA]
6:30pm-8:30pm Room 1

Breaking Bread Project 
6:30pm – 10:00pm Room 3

T.rans O.utreach N.ight 
I.nitiative 
11:00pm – 2:00am

06/01

Giovanni’s Room Open 
Mic ($5)
7:00pm – 10:00pm

Crystal Meth Anonymous 
[CMA] 
6:30pm – 8:30pm

05/26

Alcoholics Anonymous 
5:00pm-8:00pm Lobby/
Lounge

06/02

Alcoholics Anonymous 
5:00pm-8:00pm Lobby/
Lounge
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Dear Dr. Eva,
I am a 20-year-old trans man. I’ve been 

on testosterone for close to three years. 
I’ve developed a lot of facial and body hair, 
but my voice hasn’t changed much. 
How long do you have to be on tes-
tosterone before you get a signifi-
cant voice change?

Still High-pitched

Dear High-pitched,
Many trans guys do not ex-

perience significant voice change 
from testosterone. Any voice change 
a person does get will be complete in the 
first 18 months on testosterone. However, 
there are things you can do to make your 
speech sound masculine without having 
a lower-pitched voice. For example, men 

tend to use a smaller range of tones with 
their voices. Men tend to end their sentenc-
es with a drop to lower pitch, while (in our 
culture) women’s sentences tend to rise in 
pitch at the end of the sentence. There are 
many changes you can make just by ob-
serving male speech and adopting some of 
its characteristics. A speech therapist also 
can train you in ways to use your voice so 
that it sounds more masculine. You’ll know 
you’re on the right track when strangers on 
the phone stop calling you Miss and start 
calling you Mister

Dear Dr. Eva,
I am a man in my mid-50s taking tes-

tosterone for fatigue and bone strength. 

Questions About
Testoster   ne

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

I take 100 mg by shot every two weeks. 
I have a transgender son who is 16 and 
much smaller than me. He has been pre-
scribed 200 mg every two weeks. Do 
these doses sound reasonable? It’s hard 
to believe that my five-foot, 120 pound son 
would need twice the dose that I do at six-
feet-two and 200 pounds.

Big Dad

Dear Dad,
You’re missing one factor in your anal-

ysis – that unless you have had your testi-
cles surgically removed they are still pro-
ducing testosterone, even though it’s not 
the normal level for your age. Men who 
are treated with testosterone tend to have 
pre-treatment levels of 150 to 200. Your 

son, whose body does not make 
testosterone (except for a very 

small amount in the adrenal 
glands) is starting from a tes-
tosterone level of 40 or less. I 
hope you can see, then, that 
regardless of body size, the 

presence of natural testoster-
one in your body allows you to 

take a lower dose, while your son 
who has minimal natural testosterone, re-
quires a higher dose. 

Dear Dr. Eva,
I am a trans man planning to start tes-

tosterone. I hate the idea of injections (I’m 
afraid of shots and needles.) But from what 
I’ve heard, the testosterone cream isn’t as 
effective. Can you comment?

Needle Shy

Dear Needle Shy,
Testosterone cream does not deliver 

the high blood levels of testosterone that 
injections do. For that reason, the physical 
changes associated with testosterone (fa-
cial and body hair, Increased upper body 
muscles) will happen more slowly if you 
use cream. Regular use of testosterone 
cream will cause the same changes but it 
can be much slower, as much as twice the 
time the changes would take with injec-
tions. If you do decide to use testosterone 
cream, keep in mind that it can be trans-
ferred from your skin to another person’s 
skin and cause them to have masculinizing 
changes that they may not want. If you are 
using testosterone cream, it’s a good idea 
to wear a T-shirt if you come in contact 
with another person’s skin. t

eva Hersh, MD, is a Baltimore family 
physician. Please send questions and com-
ments to her by email at dr.eva@baltimore-
outloud.com

QuaLITy OF LIFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

“It’s hard to believe that 
my five-foot, 120 pound 
son would need twice 
the testosterone dose 

that I do at six-feet-two 
and 200 pounds.”

It’s Official: I’m History
By Mark seGaL
Just saying that I am humbled is not 
enough: It is an honor of a lifetime.

By the title of this column, I’m not 
talking about my age, but something that 
I’m still processing. There have been many 
honors over the last few years, but this 
is something that happens to few Ameri-
cans, and I never expected it to happen 
to me. My personal papers of the last 50 
years will soon be alongside people like 
Benjamin Franklin, George Washington 
LGBT pioneer Frank Kameny and even 
Judy Garland’s ruby-red slippers. It seems 
strange to say, but I’ve been asked by the 
Smithsonian for my 
papers and mem-
orabilia and they 
are now part of our 
American history at 
the Smithsonian In-
stitution in Washing-
ton, DC.

As you read 
this, my family and 
some friends will be 
in the Presidential 
Reception Suite in 
the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of 
American in Wash-
ington, DC, doing what is called a signing 
ceremony. That’s when I officially sign over 
my personal papers and personal memo-
ries of the last 50 years, including items 
from Stonewall, that first Gay Pride March, 
the Gay Liberation Front, LGBT media, 
gay youth, senior-housing materials, and 
more. This project has been going on for 
almost two years now, and my friends at 
the Smithsonian tell me that they now have 
16 square-cubic feet of my life … how 
strange to put one’s life into square-cubic 
feet. 

During my book tour over the last three 
years, when I was introduced, many would 
call me historic, something that seemed to 
me a little out of place, so when the Smith-
sonian called, it began a process of me at-
tempting to understand what I had accom-
plished and the barriers that were placed 
in the way.

First came the search around the of-
fice and home to see what I actually had 
for the collection. That uncovered pictures, 
papers, and items long-forgotten. Each 
time the curators at the Smithsonian would 
smile, and try over and over to explain my 
place in history, something that I still have 
trouble contemplating. 

At one point while I was contemplat-

THInkInG OuTLOuD // MARK MY WORDS

ing this out loud, one of them actually said 
something like, “You are history and we’re 
the experts on American history.”

Why the collection was so valuable to 
LGBT history, I didn’t understand. Most 
people associate me as a leader in LGBT 
media and a writer. But that is only a small 
part of the collection. It also made me real-
ize what the Smithsonian had already un-
derstood: While most of my contemporar-
ies had one or two points of our struggle, 
my involvement in so many of the issues 
we’ve faced over the last 50 years makes 
it one of the most complete LGBT history 
collections. It follows my path from Stone-

wall to working with 
Obama’s White 
House to current 
battles. 

And hopefully 
this collection will 
give our young lead-
ers the opportunity 
not only to witness 
the history, but more 
importantly, to wit-
ness how we took 
a community that 
wasn’t a community, 
built it and struggled 
to obtain what we 

have today. A bail receipt from my first ar-
rest in 1970 is a part of the collection, as 
are three items from the vey first Gay Pride 
March. (We weren’t a parade at that time.)

Writing my memoir, And Then I Danced: 
Traveling the road to LGBT equality, gave 
me a sense of the history I witnessed or 
created, but when three individuals from 
the Smithsonian showed up at my front 
door and explained that America’s history 
museum wanted my papers, I realized that 
we fought for pride, for equal rights, for our 
place in the military and our right to marry 
the person we love. 

I am humbled and honored to know the 
Smithsonian National Museum of Ameri-
can History will preserve and tell our strug-
gle for generations to come.  t 

Mark Segal is publisher of philadel-
phia Gay newS. His new memoir and then i 
danced is out now. This was first published 
in the philadelphia inqUirer.

“I am humbled and 
honored to know the 
Smithsonian National 
Museum of American 
History will preserve 
and tell our struggle 

for generations to 
come.”
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ment in my life, I don’t immediately want to 
hear how you had a similar experience be-
fore and without acknowledging my words 
and feelings. This does not mean self-dis-
closure is to be avoided. Reciprocal shar-
ing intensifies friendships and relation-
ships but only when it is accompanied with 
focused listening. 

If you examine a relationship, and find 
that you know a lot about this person, but 
they know very little about you, what does 
that say? Of course, it is possible that you 
share very little but that should not stop that 
person from gently inquiring. So, do take a 
look at how you handle your connections. 
Is it difficult for you to share? What does 
that say about you? Is that how you want 
to be? We know for sure that internalizing 

feelings and thoughts build 
up and eventually, the dam 
breaks in some way. This is 
why when people perceived 
you as a pleasant, agree-
able friend are shocked 
when you throw a fit. 

It is good practice to 
turn things around and ask 
yourself: “If the same verbal 
encounter happened to a 
friend, what would you say 
to her/him?” Getting out of 
your own head and taking 
a look can generate much 
insight.

In the end, it is honest, 
open communication be-

tween human beings that embraces con-
nections and strengthens bonds, whatever 
context they might take place in. Addition-
ally, check with the messenger if you heard 
them correctly. t

The most important thing in communi-
cation is hearing what isn’t said. – Peter 
Drucker

Relationship 
Buster: 

Egocentric Bias  
Do you know a person who thinks every-
thing that goes on around them is about 
them? Or is it possible you are 
one? This is the trait referred 
to as “egocentric bias” when 
we feel the world revolves 
around us, so we take re-
sponsibility for it all. Not in 
the positive sense of owning 
our role in it but in a way that 
refers all events personally to 
us. If when you tell your friend 
or partner that you are getting 
a promotion, their response is 
to tell you they are also sched-
uled for one or the last time 
they got one and how it happened, you are 
dealing with this bias. 

Let me be clear: I am not talking 
about people sharing feelings, events or 
thoughts. That behavior is the essence of 
how you build a connection. It is the ab-
sence of listening to what one says and 
responding to that content that describes 
egocentric bias. When one does not listen, 
we misread the message and therefore, 
show less empathy and tolerance, revert-
ing to our own and only point of reference. 
If I tell you I have had a major disappoint-

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.By MOnTe ePHraIM
LGBT Health resource Center
Eating well doesn’t have to be hard 
or expensive for LGBT elders – it’s as easy 
as eating your rainbow!

At a June 14th Lunch & Learn workshop 
presented by the LGBT Health Resource 
Center of Chase Brexton Health Care, Ti-
ana Matthews-Martinez, Chase Brexton’s 
nutritionist, will help elders 
understand which foods 
can boost their health, and 
which should be avoided.

We asked Tiana to 
share some tips for healthy 
eating and better nutrition.

what does it mean to 
“eat your rainbow” as a 
way to practice good nu-
trition?

Unfortunately this isn’t 
referring to Skittles or Lucky 
Charms. Think about the 
produce section of a grocery 
store – what do you see? You 
likely visualize lots of different 
colors. Did you know only 9% of the coun-
try eats the recommended servings of fruits 
and vegetables per day? That means the 
majority of people nationwide are missing 
out on these health-promoting powerhous-
es. By eating the rainbow, you are making 
a conscious decision to integrate more 
plant based foods into your diet. Come to 
the presentation to learn about the specific 
health benefits of each individual color and 
expand your palate by tasting a healthy ver-
sion of the rainbow.

when it comes to nutrition, what 
pressures do LGBT elders face?

Many LGBT seniors suffer from multiple 
chronic conditions such as HIV, decreased 
bone density, cardiovascular disease, de-
pression, anxiety, diabetes, and cancers 
which occur for a number of different rea-
sons. Often LGBT seniors smoke ciga-
rettes, suffer with drug addiction at higher 
rates, and are on multiple medications, 
which can alter appetite, food absorption, 
and affect weight. As income often declines 
with older age, people often resort to lower 
cost and possibly lower-quality food. Addi-
tionally, cultural pressures within the LGBT 
community to attain a certain physical ap-
pearance may contribute to under/overeat-
ing disorders.  

what are some of the best foods for 
older adults to consume? 

Providing nutrition recommen-
dations to older adults is complex 

because every person has a different pro-
file of “best foods” that are appropriate for 
their individual needs. However, in general 
older adults should focus on consuming 
at least 64 ounces of unsweetened bever-
ages to pre- vent dehydration, a variety 

of fruits and vegetables 
(especially those rich in 
Calcium, Folate, Vitamin 
C and Iron), low-fat dairy, 
whole grains, and lean 
proteins to help maintain 
muscle mass, weight and 
immune function. Again, 
specific foods in each 
category may or may 
not be appropriate for 
you, so it’s important to 
schedule an individual 
consult with a dietitian 
to determine how to best 
meet your nutritional 

needs.
Can you share an 

easy, healthy meal reci-
pe? 

The healthiest foods 
are the simplest to pre-

pare. With barbeque season approaching, 
plan to try some new vegetable recipes 
this summer. Try adding some rainbow 
veggie skewers on the grill to accompany 
the meat, and grilled corn for your Pride 
gatherings. Grab a skewer and add: cher-
ry tomatoes, red bell peppers, orange bell 
peppers, yellow squash, yellow bell pep-
per, zucchini, green bell pepper, red onion, 
and small purple potatoes. Drizzle olive 
oil, garlic powder, and thyme on top be-
fore cooking for added flavor. You and your 
guests will love eating this rainbow! t

To get more nutrition tips, visit Chase-
brexton.org/nutrition. Anyone interested in 
attending or receiving more information on 
this upcoming Lunch and Learn workshop 
may RSVP to lgbt@chasebrexton.org or 
call 410-837-2050 extension 1104.

about The LGBT Health resource 
Center. t

Chase Brexton’s LGBT Health re-
source Center provides access to expert 
health information and resources that will 
enhance wellness and quality of life. For 
more info, it’s resourceCenter.lgbt

 YOUR RAINBOW’
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nutritionist with 
a discerning 
palette – 
Tiana Matthews-
Martinez

June 15th

‘EATINGEmbrace Better Nutrition by

Sun. through Tues. Closed
Wed. through Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m 

Hearts & Ears, Inc.
is a non-profit organization for Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender,
Intersex and Questioning individuals 

with mental health issues
and concerns.

We warmly welcome all sexual and
gender minorities.

611 PARK AVENUE SUITE A BALTIMORE, MD 21201 • 410-523-1694
heartsandears.org

Wellness and 
Recovery Center

Wellness and 
Recovery Center

who’s the 
loser putting 
my mug in an 
article about 
egocentric 
Bias?
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SPIRITUAL DIRECTORY

browndowntown.org
1316 Park Ave., Balt., MD, 21217
410.523.1542

Summer Schedule
Worship, Sunday at 10 a.m.

Christian Education classes 
resume after Labor Day

The Source for the lgbtq community
To advertise in our Spiritual directory

please call 410-802-1310
BaltimoreOutloud.com

The Source for the lgbtq community
To advertise in our Spiritual directory

please call 410-802-1310
BaltimoreOutloud.com
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Baltimore Ethical Society
306 W Franklin Street, #102
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-581-2322
baltimoreethicalsociety.org

Bolton Street Synagogue
212 West Coldspring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-235-5354
boltonstreet.org

Brown Memorial Park Avenue Pres-
byterian Church
1316 Park Avenue
Baltimore MD 21217
410-523-1542
browndowntown.org 
Congregation Beit Tikvah
5802 Roland Avenue
Baltimore MD 21210
410-464-9402
beittikvah.org

Emmanuel Episcopal Church
811 Cathedral Street
Baltimore, MD 21201
410-685-1130
emmanueldowntown.org

First and Franklin Street. Presbyte-
rian Church
210 W. Madison Street
Baltimore MD 21201-4693
410-728-5545
firstfranklin.org

First Unitarian Church of Baltimore
1 West Hamilton Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-685-2330
firstunitarian.net

Grace United Methodist Church
5407 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-433-6650
graceunitedmethodist.org 

Govans Presbyterian Church
5828 York Road.
Baltimore MD 21212
410-435-9188
govanspres.org

Interfaith Fairness 
Coalition of MD
P.O. Box 13132
Baltimore MD 21203
410-233-5555
ifcmd.org

MCC of Baltimore
405 West Monument Street.
Baltimore MD 21201
410-669-6222
mccbaltimore.org

Memorial Episcopal Church
1407 Bolton Street
Baltimore MD 21217
410-669-0220
memorialepiscopal.org

New Light MCC
40 W. Church Street
Hagerstown MD 21740
301-797-5698
newlightmcc.com

The Church of the Advent
1301 South Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21230
410-539-7804
advent-baltimore.org

Veritas United Church 
of Christ
22 N Mulberry Street., Suite 113
Hagerstown, MD 21740
240- 310-6891
veritashagerstown.com
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LIveLy arTs // OUT ON STAGE

By FrankIe kuJawa
Running until June 10th at Baltimore’s Cen-
ter Stage is Soul: The Stax Musical, the 
story of the famed Memphis-based record 
company whose acts included Booker T 
& the MG’s, 
Otis Redding, 
Isaac Hayes, 
and Rufus 
Thomas. Stax 
is credited as 
being a major 
factor in the 
creation of 
Southern soul 
and Memphis 
soul music. 
They fea-
tured several 
popular eth-
nically inte-
grated bands, 
as well as a racially integrated team of staff 
and artists which was rare in a time of racial 
strife and tension throughout the South. Bal-
timore OUTloud recently chatted with Soul: 
The Stax Musical’s choreographer Chase 
Brock who shared insights to how this work 
came to life on stage.

“Audiences can expect pure fun from this 
musical,” Brock began. “While creating this 
work we learned why we are telling the sto-
ry of Stax Records. We are taking a deeper 
look at the streets of Memphis in the 60s and 
how America was changing. We are looking 
at the music industry and those glorious 
songs.” Brock explained that the creation of 
this project has been in development for the 
last four years. “As we’ve been putting this 
production together, we got to really know 
the music. But it’s powerful to witness the 
audience experiencing this incredible song 
list. Having people from a certain age travel 
back in time, or remembering the moment 
they heard Otis Redding for the first time 
is amazing. This project has reminded me 
of the personal connections we forge with 
iconic recordings, and to hear those songs 
come to life in the context of this story is re-
ally transporting.”

Brock, hailed as “prolific” by both the 
the New Yorker and New York Times, is the 
talented choreographer behind Spiderman: 
Turn off the Dark and Sam Gold’s Broadway 
revival of Picnic. He has worked as well in 

modern dance, ballet, and opera. His tele-
vision credits include choreography for 
“Last Week Tonight with John Oliver” and 
“Late Show with David Letterman.” Brock 
explained that for him dance began as an 

outlet which led to a calling. 
“I started 
when I was 
around five 
or six years-
old. It’s 
almost un-
canny when 
s o m e t i m e s 
you’re very 
young and 
some kind of 
art or career 
s o m e h o w 
speaks to 
you and calls 
to you really 
loudly,” Brock 

laughed. “You don’t know 
why, and your parents sure 
don’t know why, but dance 
did that to me. At a really 

young age I knew I just had to do it. I spent 
the rest of my career trying to answer this 
calling and get deeper into it. Now, the thing 
that is most immediate to why I am drawn 
to it is communication. Communicating and 
reaching people, as well as interacting with 
people, that’s what this whole thing does for 
me.”

An invitation from director Kwame 
Kwei-Armah is what convinced Brock to 
join this production. “It was really exciting 
and emotional. We’ve worked together in 
New York and had a really good time. We 
wanted to do a follow-up project, and he had 
reached out a few times before, however our 
schedules weren’t able to line up. Thank-
fully, he called me about nine months ago 
regarding this project. My only concern was 
making sure that, because Stax Records 
had a majority of African-American artists, 
that I was not taking the job away from an 
African-American artist for this production. 
[Kwei-Armah] felt so strongly that what 
made Stax was the fact it was the first inte-
grated company. He felt strongly the team 
for this production was built in a way that 
reflected Stax’s history. after he said that, I 
said I would be thrilled to be part of this and 

World Premier of Soul: 
The Stax Musical at 
Baltimore’s Center Stage

The legacy of 
Stax Records 
brought to 
stage

tell the story.”
The soulful music that 

is weaved throughout the 
show heavily influenced the 
choreography that Brock 
chose for this performance. 
“On one level, there’s the 
research of Stax records 
performers, and there is some incredible 
footage of a tour the artists took in 1967 to 
Europe. There’s been a treasure trove of 
research online, as well. There is, also, the 
larger period of really late 1959-1975 pop-
ular dance that was happening at the time. 
Putting the choreography together has been 
endlessly delicious for me. There are mo-
ments that are stylized in this performance 
that can only happen in the music of this, 
but couldn’t happen in just a biography or 
documentary of Stax Records. Overall, it’s a 
performance that is just absolutely fun and 
what an evening celebrating the history of 
Stax should be.”

Brock added that he is also enjoying his 
time in Baltimore, and wished that he had 
more time explore the area. “I’m so tempted by 
all these gorgeous museums, and I’m never 
available to go when they’re open. I’m struck 
by how much world-class art there seems to 
be right around the corner here in Baltimore.” 

For more info and tickets, visit Center-
stage.org. t

By FrankIe kuJawa
The rhythm is going to get you as On Your 
Feet brings audiences to theirs this month at 
Baltimore’s Hippodrome Theatre. Running 
from Tuesday, June 5th to Sunday, June 
10th, On Your Feet follows the love story of 
Emilio and Gloria Estefan. From their hum-
ble beginnings to internation-
al stardom, the performance 
takes audiences behind the 
music and inside the real 
story of the record-making 
couple. Baltimore OUTloud 
recently chatted with ensem-
ble member Danny Burgos to 
discuss the journey of the Es-
tefan family and the message 
audiences will take from this 
performance.

Frankie kujawa: what 
can audiences expect from 
this performance?

Danny Burgos: I think 

one thing that everyone can expect is high 
energy. Two-and-a-half hours of this incredi-
ble story of how these two people were able 
to make their dreams come true, and it’s all 
using the popular Miami Sound Machine mu-
sic, the music of Gloria Estefan, that we all 
love. We use that music and high energy to 

move the story forward 
and reveal 
how these 
two people 
came to be 
who they are 
today. 

In your 
o p i n i o n , 
what is it 
about the 
journey of 
the estefans 
that make 
their story so 
enduring?

It’s the 
A m e r i c a n 
Dream. We 
have plays that 
have been writ-
ten about this. 
Arthur Miller 
wrote Death of 
a Salesman – 
that’s the Amer-
ican Dream. 
This is just the 

same story through a different lens. This is 
the story of an immigrant who wanted it so 
bad, who got up and made it happen. It’s a 
story of perseverance, love, understanding, 
and being unapologetically yourself – and 
thriving because of that.

what do you think is the message au-
diences will take away with them after the 
curtain falls?

What I took from this story was about her 
drive. That desire – that need to succeed. If 
you want it badly enough, it will happen. It’s 
not a matter of if, but a matter of when. We 
see that come through with Gloria. She had 
her mind set and originally wanted to go to 
school for psychology, and this stardom just 
happened to her because she was such a 
beautifully talented singer. That opportunity 
couldn’t escape her. It’s a story of persever-
ance and being able to withstand anything. 

For more info on showtimes and tickets, 
visit France-merrickpac.com.t

On Your Feet Brings Latin 
Beat to Hippodrome

Danny 
Burgos 
– Mucha 
energia



BaLTIMOre OuTLOuD    may 25, 2018 •  BALTIMOreOUTLOUD.COM  t  19 

JOSEPH MEYERHOFF SYMPHONY HALL
410.783.8000 • BSOMUSIC.ORG

UPCOMING CONCERTS

FRIDAY, JUNE 1 | 8 PM • SATURDAY, JUNE 2 | 8 PM

Marin Alsop leads the BSO in our 
Season Finale concerts, featuring 
Bernstein's "The Age of Anxiety" 
with pianist Jon Kimura Parker 
and Shostakovich's thrilling 
Symphony No. 5.

Audra McDonald

BERNSTEIN AND SHOSTAKOVICH
THURSDAY, JUNE 7 | 8 PM • FRIDAY, JUNE 8  | 8 PM • SUNDAY, JUNE 10 | 3 PM

AUDRA MCDONALD WITH THE BSO
THURSDAY, JUNE 14  |  8 PM

Grammy, Emmy and six-time Tony 
Award winner Audra McDonald 
joins the BSO in a one-night-
only performance of favorites 
from Rodgers and Hammerstein, 
Bernstein and more.

Marin Alsop 

MARIN ALSOP, conductor
KIRILL GERSTEIN, piano

STRAVINSKY // Suite from The Firebird (1919)
GERSHWIN // Concerto in F
SCHUMANN // Symphony No. 2 in C Major

PRESENTING
SPONSOR:

Join the Baltimore Symphony for Gershwin’s jazzy Concerto in F, performed by 
acclaimed pianist Kirill Gerstein. Marin Alsop leads the Orchestra in 
Stravinsky's dazzling Firebird and Schumann's triumphant Second Symphony.

Friday, June 1 is Food Truck Friday! Come early and enjoy food from 
The Green Bowl outside the Meyerhoff.

LIveLy arTs // OUT ON STAGE

By FrankIe kuJawa
Audiences have been captivated by Ev-
eryman Theatre’s recent production of 
The Book of Joseph, based on Richard 
Hollander’s book, every Day Lasts a Year: 
A Jewish Family’s Correspondence from 
Poland. The play delves into a family’s 
uncharted legacy with steps involving both 
revelation and remembrance. 
Baltimore OUTloud recently 
chatted with director Noah 
Himmelstein and performer 
Bruce Randolph Nelson to 
discuss the production and 
the importance of owning 
one’s legacy.

Frankie kujawa: why 
was it important for ev-
eryman Theatre to tell this 
story?

Bruce randolph nel-
son: Not only does it com-
bine our Everyman compa-
ny members, who are all 
considered a family, and 
brings them together to tell 
this family story, but it had a story that also 
hinges on family secrets. It delves into not 
putting the details of the family’s history 
front and center and it’s always important, 
when it’s feasible, to pull back the cover 
and let some light shine in on a secret. It’s 
something to tell so that the next gener-
ation can understand and take the story 
forward. So, I think it’s definitely important 
to tell the story.

noah Himmelstein: This was a family 
where their secrets and the consequenc-
es of the family secrets don’t always have 
to be dark and scary. But the reason that 
the children and grandchildren have ques-
tions that are unanswered is because the 
older generation put a lid on it. In addi-
tion to family, stories are great for drama 
depending on how old you are and your 
background. This piece, in particular, had 
a unique entry point as to how it deals with 
the past and the scars that go with it.

Fk: Bruce, as a father, how do you 
identify with the character you play?

Brn: You know, I do love the sections 
where nearly all of the second act is about 
my character relating to his son. Being pa-
rental, especially to a younger actor, comes 
naturally given my age. The teaching as-
pect of parent-child relationships, and be-
ing able to instruct and pass on knowledge, 
that’s an important quality for me.

Fk: noah, as a director, what was 

important for you to showcase in this 
performance?

nH: When you see the play, you’ll see 
that it’s constantly going in and out of time 
periods. It’s not until halfway through the 
play do you realize that you have an unre-
liable narrator. It was important for me to 
give those heightened moments a reality. 

However, audiences 
can go back af-
ter the perfor-
mance and see 
that what they 
were feeling was 
a time and space 
crafted very im-
portantly in order 
to tell fragments 
of history. 

Fk: why is it 
important for in-
dividuals to take 
ownership of 
their story and 
their own per-
sonal legacy?

Bnr: A cou-
ple of thoughts come to 
mind, especially some that 
are gay related. What first 
came to mind is the Hippo, 

which was the dance club in Mount Vernon 
which is now a CVS. When I think about my 
time spent coming out on that dance floor, 
and how integral it was for me to feel like 
a fully realized gay man, and be in com-
munion with other gay men in a celebra-
tory kind of atmosphere. It was vital that if 
I was going to have any legacy, I needed 
to own who I was in the present. And, the 
way to do that for a lot of gay men is the 
club that eventually becomes your family 
and friends. There is no worthier place to 
be than to be owning who you are, and 
that continues to be a process. I still am 
a little reluctant to make public displays of 
affection with my husband, and hold hands 
and kiss because I’m afraid of who may 
say something. And yes, there is still some 
internalized homophobia present, but we 
have a presidential administration who has 
said how they feel, but there is a revolu-
tion of gender right now. The legacy and 
ownership and the rising continues, which 
is a lovely thing to watch happen and be 
surrounded by.

For more info and tickets for The Book 
of Joseph, visit Everymantheatre.org. t

Stories of Legacy: 
Everyman’s Book of Joseph

Bruce 
randolph 
nelson 
and elliott 
kashner
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By GreGG sHaPIrO
Chilean filmmaker Sebastián Lelio (the ac-
claimed 2013 movie “Gloria”) is having quite 
a run. His latest film, the lesbian-themed 
Disobedience is now playing in theaters, 
just as his Best Foreign Language Film Os-
car-winner A Fantastic Woman (Sony Pic-
tures Classics) is being released on Blu-ray. 
Notable for the way it depicts a few days 
in the life of a trans woman in Santiago, A 
Fantastic Woman is at turns fabulous and 
heartbreaking.

Marina (trans actress Daniela Vega) 
is a waitress at a restaurant in an amuse-
ment park and arcade in Santiago. Her real 
ambition is to be a singer and when she 
isn’t singing nights in another restaurant, 
she’s training with her vocal coach (Sergio 
Hernández).

She’s in a loving relationship with Orlan-
do (Francisco Reyes), a straight divorcee, 
who is several years her senior. At dinner in 
a Chinese restaurant, the night of Marina’s 
birthday, he presents her with a handwritten 
IOU “valid for two trips to Iguazu Falls” be-
cause he has misplaced the white envelope 
in which he put the tickets he printed out 

LIveLy arTs // SCREEN SAVOR

from his computer after a visit to a sauna.
Back at his apartment, after dinner and 

drinks, they make love. Orlando wakes up 
in the middle of the night feeling sick and 
disoriented. As they leave his 
apartment to drive to the hospi-
tal, he falls downstairs. Arriving 
at the hospital, with his head 
banged up and bruises on his 
body, he’s taken to the emer-
gency room.

The ER doctor is uncom-
fortable around Marina, un-
sure how to address her. Re-
gardless, he must deliver the 
bad news that Orlando has 
died of an aneurysm. Mari-
na uses Orlando’s phone to 
call his brother Gabo (Louis 
Gnecco) and tell him what 
has happened. Unsure of 
what to do, Marina leaves the 
hospital after that.

Because of the condition 
in which Orlando arrived at the hospital, the 
police are called to bring her back. There is 
an awkward scene in which a policeman is 

A Real Wonder Woman

Elledge. “No one knew anything about ho-
mosexuality. In the 1920s, they became 
visible – especially gay men. They weren’t 
just in gay clubs. They were in the best 
nightspots of the time. Then in the 1930s 
into the 40s and 50s, they disappeared. 
It all has to do with laws and politics that 
surround gay life. I found it amazing, and 
I’m hoping people will understand that we 
haven’t always been underground. Many 
people thought that gay people were iso-
lated, hidden, and prone to suicide. That 
may have been true in the 40s and 50s, 
but before that, the community was vibrant 
and accepting of them in certain neighbor-
hoods.” t

questioning her, insisting on using her birth 
name because her transition is still pend-
ing. Fortunately, the sensible Gabo arrives 
in time to help with the situation.

Gabo is one of the few friendly faces 
Marina will encounter for a while. Orlando’s 
ex-wife, Sonia (Aline Küppenheim), still 

shaken by the divorce, becomes partic-
ularly nasty fol-
lowing his death. 
She’s initially civ-
il to Marina, sim-
ply asking for the 
return of Orlan-
do’s car. Howev-
er, once they are 
face to face in the 
parking garage 
at Sonia’s office, 
she takes off the 
gloves and is cru-
el and offensive to 
Marina, even go-
ing as far as ban-
ning Marina from 
Orlando’s wake 
and funeral.

Orlando’s adult 
son Bruno (Nicolás Saavedra) is even more 
vicious. Showing up unannounced at Orlan-
do’s apartment (he has his own key) where 
Marina is currently living (she was in the 
process of moving in with Orlando). Bruno 
stakes his claim to the apartment, as well 
as to Orlando’s dog Diabla.

Perhaps the worst of Marina’s en-
counters is with Detective Cortes (Amparo 
Noguera) of the sexual offenses unit. The 
insensitive interrogation, which includes 
questions about their sex life and whether 
Marina was being paid by Orlando (she tells 
the detective that they were a couple in “a 
healthy, consensual relationship between 
two adults”) is only the beginning. Cortes 
insists that Marina submit to a physical ex-
amination, yet another in a series of degra-
dations she must experience in the midst of 

1901 Fleet Street  Baltimore, MD 21231
Phone: 410-558-3700 (English) 410-299-2898(Español)

E-mail: LawLutz@aol.com www.lawlutz.com

Law Office of David M. Lutz, P.A.
•Auto Accidents

•Personal Injury

•Criminal Defense

•Workers’ Compensation

•DUI/DWI

•Traffic Court

Se Habla Español

her shock and mourning.
All the while, as Marina attempts to hold 

her life together following Orlando’s death, 
she is also intent on solving a mystery. She 
finds a key ring with a key and number disc 
attached to it. After discovering that the key 
is to Orlando’s locker at the sauna, Marina 
pays a visit to the spa, in one of the most 
powerful scenes in the film.

Without giving away too much, it’s safe 
to say that Marina emerges triumphant.  
However, what she has to go through in or-
der to become the fantastic woman that she 
is is probably more than most people would 
be able to survive. 

In short, A Fantastic Woman lives up to 
its name. Rating: A-minus. t

—continued from page 1

The ‘Boys of 
Fairy Town’
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LIveLy arTs // OUT ON STAGE

By FrankIe kuJawa
In a class all by herself, the fierce, funny 
and fabulous Bianca Del Rio made a name 
for herself in pop culture as the winner of 
the sixth season of ruPaul’s Drag race. 
Now she has brought her trademark acer-
bic wit and sharp commentary to the page 
in an illustrated collection of advice. She 
recently chatted with Baltimore OUTloud 
regarding her new book, Blame it on Bian-
ca Del rio, her movie Hurricane Bianca 2: 
From Russia with Hate, and the “Blame it 
on Bianca Del Rio 
Comedy Tour.” 
One thing is for 
certain, Bianca is a 
tour-de-force to be 
reckoned with, and 
has no plans on 
slowing down any 
time soon!

Frankie kuja-
wa: Thank you so 
much for taking 
time out of your 
busy schedule to 
chat with Balti-
more OUTloud!

Bianca Del 
rio: It’s insane! 
If you would 
have told me this 
is where I’d be 
ten years ago, I 
wouldn’t have believed it! Wow!

your new book is absolutely hilar-
ious! Can share some details with our 
readers?

Well it’s not for the lighthearted, I must 
say. Being a man in a wig for 22 years, 
it’s me having a good time with people, in 
general. I didn’t want to write a book about 
myself, but I wanted something fun. Giving 
people the worst advice possible, or the 
brutal truth, whether they want it or not. 
You know, Dr. Phil is going around giving 
advice, and he’s not even a fucking doctor!

you are incredibly creative and wit-
ty. From where do you draw your inspi-
ration?

Alcohol and properly-prescribed pills 
that don’t necessarily to belong to me. It’s 
always been my nature and it’s been my 
way for years, just on a larger platform 
now. I’ve always been the person laughing 
at a funeral – not because that person is 
dead, but because it’s just my way of life. 
People say that if you can’t love yourself 

make fun of others? Look at me, look at 
others, and consider the source. I always 
try to keep it light and fun. 

who are your idols? whom do you 
look up to?

Well with comedy, in particular, I love 
Don Rickles and Joan Rivers. Not because 
they were very similar, but because they 
were fearless workers up to the end. Their 
work ethic was outstanding. They loved 
what they did and they kept doing it. I 
hope to do the same thing with my career 

as I get older. (Laugh-
ing) Maybe not still in 
drag, but still working 
hard. I also love Wanda 
Sykes and Chris Rock, 
who are both brilliantly 
smart and funny. 

You have a new 
movie also coming out. 
Can you tell our read-
ers a little about Hur-
ricane Bianca 2: From 
Russia with Hate?

Well if you saw the 
first movie, Hurricane 
Bianca, it gets worse 
the second time around. 
Rachel Dratch’s char-
acter has been in jail 
for two years. I’m still 
teaching in the school 
and she wants to seek 

revenge on me. We end up in Russia and 
comedy ensues from there. It’s quite tech-
nical this time, but it’s a lot of fun. We have 
some Drag Race alumni for the sequel 
and we have quite a few celebrities such 
as Cheyenne Jackson, Kristen Johnson, 
Dot-Marie Jones and Wanda Sykes, as 
well. 

How do you keep up with such a 
busy schedule and travelling with the 
Blame it on Bianca Del Rio Comedy 
Tour?

It’s a blur, and it can look glamourous, 
but usually you’re in a city that day, you 
do the show that night, and then it’s off to 
the airport for the next city. So, usually it’s 
the airport that makes the lasting impres-
sion. It’s horrible for tourism! Sometimes, 
I never know where the hell I am. Be sure 
to make your airports more memorable for 
me, people. t

For more information on her book and 
comedy tour, visit Bianca’s website at The-
biancadelrio.com. 

Bianca Del Rio: Hurricane 
Force Fabulous

this series is going in the right direction and 
there is support for continuing the series.”

The awards are judged by a panel of out-
of-town experts. Each awardee received a 
grant for $1,000, $3,000 or $6,000. MSAC 

distributed a total of 
$225,000 in grants for 
2018. “MSAC directly 
helps artists to be able 
to continue their work,” 
said Becker. “I’m a 
high school art teacher. 

We all have other things going on, and this 
is purely to support artists. It’s important for 
Maryland artists to help grow their practice 
and make their art.”

The 2019 IAA application deadline is July 
25th, 2018. Awards will be distributed in the 
categories of creative non-fiction / fiction, 
media / digital / electronic arts, theatre solo 
performance, painting, and works on paper. 
Becker said that she encourages all artists to 
apply. “I push my students to enter contests 
where they can show their work,” said Becker. 
“I like to get them started. If you don’t enter, 
you won’t win.”

For more info, visit the Individual Artist 
Awards page at Msac.org. t

LIveLy arTs 

By Brynn Devereaux
On May 20th, the Maryland State Arts Council 
(MSAC) honored 78 artists at the American Vi-
sionary Arts Museum. These playwrights, craft 
makers, photographers, and non-classical 
music composers and per-
formers were the awardees 
of the 2018 Individual Artist 
Awards (IAA) – an award 
based entirely on artis-
tic merit that is designed 
to recognize outstanding 
achievement and support creative growth. 

“Maryland has a long history of artistic ex-
cellence,” said Ken Skrzesz, MSAC executive 
director. “The Individual artist award specifi-
cally celebrates the accomplishments of cre-
ative energies, across our state, who are in 
their studios, in their communities, breathing 
life into innovative ideas through the creative 
process.”

First-time award winner Jennifer Becker 
said that it is wonderful to be included among 
the honorees. “It’s important to the artists,” 
said Becker. “It feels great to be recognized 
and to give that financial push that is just for 
your art – nothing else. My latest series is em-
broidery self-portraits. This is recognition that 

MSAC Honors 78 Artists

State drops some coins in 
starving artists’ cups –

Next year, maybe yours!

7201 Rossville Blvd.
Call the box office at

443-840-ARTS(2787), or visit
www.ccbcmd.edu/arts

For further details
or to purchase tickets

COCKPIT IN COURT
Summer Theatre

Avenue Q
Friday, June 15
thru Sunday, July 1
Mainstage, Theatre, Arts

Laughter on the 
23rd Floor

Friday, June 16 thru 
Sunday, July 1

Theatre, Arts, Cabaret

you can’t love someone else. I 
believe, that if you can’t make 
fun of yourself how you can’t 
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loved Washington, but when I came to Bal-
timore there was a true realization that it’s 
a definitely a better way of living.”

Schassler’s move to Baltimore is what 
precipitated the idea that would eventually 
grow into Spirits of Mount Vernon. “I had the 
opportunity to live 

here in Mount Vernon for a little 
while, but what I didn’t come across were 
some of the options I had in DC – such as 
a boutique wine shop. I was working in the 
hospitality industry at the time, but was 
ready to make a change, and I thought it 
would be a great opportunity to open a bou-
tique wine shop in Mount Vernon.”

Schassler confessed that she never 
really drank alcohol in high school, and 
it wasn’t until after she left the corporate 
world that she started to develop a taste 
for wine. During the two years of renova-
tions that took place at what would be-
come Spirits of Mount Vernon, Schassler 
spent time studying wine and learning how 
to be a small business owner. Regarding 
the latter, she added, “I don’t really think 
there’s a class for that, though.” Schassler 
continued, “You learn many things about 
owning a small business as you go along. 
What was so instrumental, along with the 
construction phases of this business, was 
how impressive the neighborhood was 
during that process. People come togeth-
er and were really excited about this busi-
ness opening.”

“We have some of the smartest people 
from around the world living in our neigh-
borhood,” Schassler added. “We have 
folks here from Johns Hopkins, we have 
scientists and some of the best healthcare 
professionals anywhere. These people 
bring an amazing sense of their own coun-
tries to this neighborhood, and bring their 

and everyone is just very real compared to 
spending 20 years in DC where every new 
encounter was like a job interview. When I 
came to Baltimore I found the people here 

to be very down-to-
earth. People really 
didn’t take into big 
consideration what 
you did for a living. 
They cared about 
you the person as op-
posed to what you do. 
I found the residents 
here to be very gen-
uine, and that’s what 
I love so much about 
Mount Vernon.”

Speaking glowingly 
about adopted neighborhood, Schas-
sler continued. “The folks I’ve met here 
are very good, genuine people that care 
about one another. We care about each 
other’s successes and care about what’s 
happening to each other on a daily basis. 
I feel like I have true friends that I can 
reach out to and they’re always there. I 

By FrankIe kuJawa
British wine critic Michael Broadbent once 
said, “Drinking good wine with good food 
in good company is one of life’s most civ-
ilized pleasures.” Victoria 
Schassler, the delightful 
proprietress of Spirits of 
Mount Vernon recently 
chatted with Baltimore 
OUTloud to discuss her 
love of wine, how she 
came to Baltimore, and 
her adoration of the 
Mount Vernon community 
in which she is an icon.

“I grew up in Rock-
land County, New York,” 
Schassler began. “It’s 
about half an hour north of Manhattan on 
the Hudson River.” Schassler recounted 
that her journey to Baltimore began when 
she attended undergraduate and graduate 
school outside of neighboring Washington, 
DC. “I spent about 20 years there before I 
moved to Baltimore,” Schassler continued. 
“I love Baltimore! I love the neighborhoods 

She’s Got the Spirits
PeOPLe In Our neIGHBOrHOOD

appreciation to this wine shop.”
Along with selling affordable bottles of 

wine from all over, Spirits of Mount Ver-
non has become part of the community 
fabric. “All are welcome to come in and 

tell their story,” Schassler 
continued. “I want to give 
people their space to do 
that, so I don’t shut anyone 
out.” As a member of the 
Mount Vernon – Belvedere 
Association, Schassler has 
donated to many charities 
and uses her store to give 
back to the community as 
much as possible. She 
has spent time with many 
local politicians who want 
to use her store as a fo-
rum for what’s happening 
in the community. She 
has also held many safe-
ty meetings with the po-
lice department, as well. 
“I want this place to be a 
welcoming environment 
for what’s been hap-

pening in the neighborhood,” Schassler 
says, “as the neighborhood has been very 
good to me.”

Schassler explained that there are still 
residents who are surprised to find her 
shop. “Spirits is such a little hidden gem. 
What surprises me, and it happens at least 
twice a week, is people will walk by, I’ll 
welcome them in and they’ll say the place 
is nice and add it’s their first time in my 
shop. When I ask why they took so long 
to come in, they’ll say that they thought it 
looked expensive.” Schassler laughed be-
fore adding, “And I tell them that it looks 
nice because I work hard to keep it look-
ing nice. You can get a great bottle of wine 
in this shop for under 12 dollars. Don’t let 
the appearance of it looking nice fool you 
into thinking we’re not affordable, because 
here those two things go hand-in-hand.”

“Spirits of Mount Vernon is alive and 
well, so please come visit,” Schassler said. 
“If you haven’t been yet, please stop in to 
say hello to me and Bear” – the shop’s 
“wine dog” and mascot. “He gets in the 
window and people love to take pictures of 
him. He’s a great guy! You’ll love the atmo-
sphere here.” Does she nurture any desire 
to return to the corporate world? Schassler 
laughed. “Who wants to deal with corporate 
America when I can wear jeans, take my 
dog to work, and enjoy great wine?” With 
Schassler’s extraordinary community – 
ahem – spirit, it’s clear that Spirits of Mount 
Vernon will be a shining jewel in the crown 
of Mount Vernon for years to come. t

Victoria Schassler
– proprietress of 
Spirits of Mount 
Vernon, where 
the neighborhood 
gathers to toast

PrEP UP
Contact AIDS Action Baltimore 410-837-2437 or

PrEPUPmsm2gmail.com
Supported by funding from Baltimore City Health Department
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games. Part of his normal reaction is to try to 
gain control. He had been calling me repeat-
edly, which is against the rules. So, when I 
stayed with the rules to only answer the one 

allowed call per day, he decided 
to stir the pot by calling other 
people and getting them upset. 
Well, it worked – for about an 
hour. He is no longer allowed 
to make unsupervised phone 
calls. He is not happy about 
that decision and started act-
ing out – violently. 

The staff was finally able 
to recognize the connection 
between his need for control 
and his violent reactions. 
Hopefully, now that we are all 
on the same page, our son 
will start getting the targeted 
care he desperately needs.

Advocating for your 
children is one of the most 

important roles as a parent. 
We know our kids better than 
anyone. If you don’t like the 
way a professional is treating 

your child, get a second opinion, or even a 
third. Make your wishes known and explain 
your reasons. They may be the professionals 
in their fields, but we are the professionals 
with our own particular children.  t

240-420-2180

The behavioral psychologist kept saying 
things like, “Now it makes sense!” She real-
ized she had been approaching things with-
out a basis of knowledge. So, many of their 
assumptions were incorrect. 
They couldn’t figure out why 
typical treatment didn’t work 
for our son. Once I put it all on 
the table, the pieces started to 
come together. I left the meet-
ing feeling good about what 
had transpired. I was hopeful 
that we were on the path to bet-
ter treatment for him.

Then, just two days ago, 
we had a little incident. I was 
at work, early in the morning, 
when my phone rang. It was a 
friend of mine who is also a be-
havioral psychologist. She works 
at our son’s local psychiatric of-
fice. apparently, our son called 
there and left a message for his 
former case manager saying that I 
was ill. He was scared and didn’t know what 
to do. The case manager called my friend 
into her office, asking if I was okay. Did I need 
help? And, most of all, asking her advice on 
what she should do. So, my friend called me.

She was scared that something had hap-
pened. Instead, what resulted was that we re-
alized that this was another one of our son’s 

Over the years, I have spent a considerable 
amount of time dealing with specialists. Doc-
tors, therapists, psychologists, psychiatrists, 
you name it, I’ve been there. However, it never 
ceases to amaze me how much most profes-
sionals push aside the advice of a child’s parent.

Last week, I had a meeting with my son’s 
psychiatric treatment team. He has severe 
mental illness and has been living in a psychi-
atric hospital for months after he attacked one 
of our teenaged daughters with a knife. Our 
daughter is fine. Our son is not. He continues 
to struggle with his diagnosis. Medication has 
not proven to be a good answer. So, although 
he takes quite the cocktail of pharmaceutical 
treatments, it really doesn’t take the edge off.

Last week, I had my first face to face 

meeting with the profes-
sionals in his life. We’ve 
had a few telephone 
meetings, which never 
seemed to go well. They 
would ask questions 
about things that were 
trivial. They never asked 
about his past or his hab-
its. They seemed to have 
no interest in prior diagnoses and treatment. 
And not once was the question about prior 
medications raised.

Now, I know what some of you are think-
ing. They got all this information from his 
medical records, right? Nope! Because he is 
adopted, his medical records from his place-
ments prior to arriving in our home were made 
unavailable. I couldn’t even get them when 
we adopted him, which by the way, is not nec-
essarily legal. But, I was part of his life since 
he was eight years old. Even though he was 
a teen when we adopted him, we knew him, 
knew his treatment, and can talk to his history. 

and last week, the hospital finally let that 
happen. I had pages and pages of informa-
tion to share. at first, the staff got angry that 
I thought I could school them on how to do 
their jobs. But, once I started talking and they 
realized I had been dealing with his behaviors 
for well over a decade, they started to listen. 
And then, they took notes. Lots of notes.

  OuT In THe vaLLey 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Who Knows 
Him Best?

But
doc, Mom 

says I have a 
good heart!
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I’ve been thinking a lot about high school late-
ly. You see, my nephew recently attended his 
first prom and I was there for the obligatory 
pre-prom photo extravaganza organized by a 
group of students from his high school. As the 
couples took turns posing in their prom fin-
ery, the parents in the crowd talked amongst 
themselves about how much prom has 
changed. Moms spoke of home-made gowns 
and dads discussed renting tuxedos from a 
catalog that had, at best, seven options. 

I remember the tuxedo I chose for my se-
nior prom. The jacket had tails, something the 
conductor of a symphony would wear, and I 
realized too late that I didn’t look like the so-
phisticated model in 
the catalog; more like 
a penguin, evil super-
hero, or maybe both. 
My date, Ashley, was 
my best friend and we 
had decided that we 
wouldn’t be taking the 
event too seriously. 
For us, social misfits 
who had managed to 
convince everyone 
otherwise with our good manners and 
honor roll status, prom was a social 
obligation and familial requirement 
that only meant a lot of unwanted fuss 
with a good dose of cringe-worthy pomp and 
circumstance. 

We knew we could pull it off because 
we had been practicing for years. By senior 
year we had developed an intimate friendship 
that sometimes surprised both of us with its 
intensity. That’s the way adolescence works, 
though. So much of life feels new and exciting 
and important as we learn who we are and 
experience the world outside the protective 
machinations of our parents. 

We explored the world together. We 
shared forbidden books, music, and movies 
that we only discussed at school, lest our 
parents should hear and disapprove. We 
shared our hopes and dreams of living a life 
that existed off the practical, sensible path 
that seemed to lay before us. She was the 
first friend I came out to and, frankly, she was 
relieved. To her, my sexuality meant we were 
safe: we could love each other without the in-
evitable messiness of high school romance.

My prom date is still my best friend. We’ve 
seen each other through good and bad, love 
and loss, and we give considerable weight to 
the other’s thoughts, opinions, and feedback. 
It is undoubtedly one of the most significant 
and meaningful relationships of my life.

The gay man / straight woman relation-
ship is one of the trea-
sures of our commu-
nity. Many of us have 
such relationships, 
which was the inspi-
ration behind “Will & 
Grace,” a sitcom about 
a gay man and his best 
friend, a straight wom-
an. Comedian Marga-
ret Cho has said that 
these relationships 

are the backbone of the gay commu-
nity, and she isn’t wrong. Cho and oth-
ers use the term “fag hag” to describe 
women who are friends with gay men, 

but I’ve never liked that term as it isn’t espe-
cially kind to anyone involved. 

When Bois 
Love Girls

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s

will & Grace 
& Brian & 

ashley

  OuT In THe vaLLey 

By ZeD sykes
The end of the semester just happened and 
I felt it was time I told some of the people 
closest to me about me being trans. Now, I 
was not obligated to do so, and often I don’t 
feel that it is anyone’s business. But I thought 
that maybe they’d like to know because it is 
a small part of who I am. For the most part, 
I knew that they’d take it well. There was just 
one person in particular that I was worried 
about.

For right now, we will just call him Kanye. 
He was one of the first people I met in the 
institution. I was quick to notice that he did 
not have many friends which surprised me 
because he was very kind. We ended up hav-
ing something significant in common, which 
is one of the reasons why Kanye and I are 
such good friends. at first, I tried to keep my 
distance from him as I also found out that he 
liked to friend everyone on every social plat-
form. I was worried because I knew that my 
Facebook, at the time, had pictures of me 
pre-transition. And one day it happened, he 
sent me a request on Facebook. Now, I am 
not one to use my social media often, so I had 
used the excuse “Oh, I’m not on there at all so 
I did not see it.” He seemed to be a little put 
off by this but got over it. 

Kanye is a very special type of person. 
He cares a lot but often shows it in the wrong 
ways. My acquaintances that I tend to be 
around are very liberal and Kanye is a con-
servative. Now, I am not saying that there is 
anything wrong with that, but I just know both 
sides are very intolerant of each other. Often 
times, Kanye would say something offensive 
about liberals and I would have to save him 

from getting his head cut off. A lot of his talk 
made me hesitant to ever want to tell him 
about me being trans. After really listening 
and talking with him, I came to the conclusion 
that Kanye was actually politically ignorant 
about policies/parties and just went off of what 
he was raised to believe and think. This gave 
me some hope into telling him about me.

It was now about two weeks before grad-
uation and I was starting to tell my acquain-
tances about me. They were all really friendly 
and took it well which was really good. I’m not 
much of a social person, but I was starting to 
go out more and talk to them. I was hanging 
out with everyone … except for Kanye. It was 
not that we did not invite him. He was just al-
ways doing something else. However, this did 
not stop him from feeling bad and making me 
feel bad as well. He started to question our 
friendship, which irritates me because I am 
not social anyways. I explained to him that it 
was just because he was busy. Another im-
portant thing to Kanye is lying. Kanye does 
not like being lied to. That is another reason 
for why I was hesitant to tell him. And it’s not 
like I was lying to him. I just didn’t feel like 
there was a point in telling him.

About a week from graduation and I knew 
that I was running out of time to tell him. Ev-
eryone else already knows and they are giv-
ing me advice to how to tell him. I figured that 
I should tell him on my One Year date of being 
on T. And that was exactly what I did. It was 
during a lunch period, I told him that I needed 
to talk to him about something serious. I was 
very nervous. I could feel my heart pounding 
out of my chest and the walk to the hallway 
felt like that potential walk to doom. Howev-
er, I knew that this was the time to tell him. 
Kanye felt that I was very close to him as a 
friend and so I was hoping that this would not 
come between us, because even though I am 
not much of a social person I still enjoyed his 
companionship.

I started off by just saying that there was a 
reason for why I waited until today to tell him 
because he knew for weeks that I had to tell 
him something. I ended up just saying it, but 
I also made sure that he knew that I was nor-
mal just like everyone else. I wake up, brush 
my teeth, go to class, work a job just like ev-
eryone else. I think this is what made him re-
alize that I was still normal Zed. He ended up 
taking it very well. I remember asking him one 
thing in particular. I said, “Kanye if I tell you 
this, you must promise not to look at me any 
differently than you do right now.” And he really 
did live up to it. After I told him, everything went 
back to normal. He did not act any different 
and our friendship continued to move on. And 
I’m glad, because even though we have our 
differences, we are still really good friends. t

 Still Good Friends

Instead, I like to think that we’re revolu-
tionaries and visionaries. We’re ahead of our 
time and we nurture the wonderful qualities in 
each other that society hasn’t embraced yet. 
Gay men have loved smart, strong, funny, 
outspoken women since before these traits 
were considered socially acceptable, and 
these women, sometimes outsiders them-
selves, know there’s nothing wrong with be-
ing different. We enjoy each other’s company 
and bring out the best in each other. We help 
each other get through school dances, office 
parties, and family events, just like a true 
friend would.

As Pride season approaches, let’s re-
member to celebrate love in all its forms. Let’s 
remember the love we have and the love that 
got us to where we are now. Let’s remember 
when we were boys who loved girls, uncon-
ditionally, with no strings attached, and how 
wonderful that time was. t
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Island charm 
with a touch of 
Dutch

that his constant 
headaches were 
the result of Willem-
stad’s then-white-
washed and bland 
buildings. He de-
manded that the 
buildings be repaint-
ed with different 
colors to relieve his 
headaches. Many of 
the building owners 
used the paint made 
from Governor Kickert’s paint company. 
Because of Willemstad’s beautiful down-
town, the United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization (UNES-
CO) declared Willemstad a World Heritage 
Site.

For beach lovers, Curacao is perfect. 
Its 35 beaches and year-round warm and 
sunny climate offer sunbath-

ers a perfect spot to relax 
and enjoy the day. Each beach features 
something unique. For example, Playa 
Knip is the island’s most famous beach 
because it offers clear waters and beau-
tiful ocean views. Playa Lagun is a great 
beach for rowboats and kayaks. Many of 
Curacao’s beaches offer snorkeling and 
scuba diving. For a more private setting, 
City Beach 88 is a small lounge on the 
beach that offers beach chairs, cocktails, 
and finger foods in the 
heart of Willemstad. Not 
too far from Willemstad 
is Mambo Beach, with 
shops, restaurants, and 
live entertainment, includ-
ing a large dance scene at 
night. 

The Dutch influences 
on Curacao can be seen 
in its food, with other inter-
national influences mixed 
in. Ayaka is a meat tama-
les wrapped in banana 
leaves. Kabritu is stewed 
goat. Sult is pickled pig’s 
ears and feet. If none of 
these dishes sound tasty, 

By DavID PLaCHer
Curacao is a Dutch Caribbean island locat-
ed in the southwest and is approximately 
44 miles from the mainland of South Ameri-
ca. It’s also part of the famous ABC islands 
– Aruba, Curacao, and Bonaire – which 
are the three westernmost is-
lands of the Leeward Antilles 
in the Caribbean Sea. Its pop-
ulation is around 160,000 and 
is mixed with 40 to 50 differ-
ent nationalities. The island 
is small: it only takes about 
an hour and a half to drive Curacao from 
one end to the other. Curacao is a hotspot 
tourist destination because it has much to 

enjoy. Its rich history and culture is filled 
with both Caribbean and European influ-
ences, its artsy side is on display through-
out the downtown, its many beaches pro-

vide visitors with plenty of options to enjoy 
the ocean, its authentic food offers a taste 
of the Caribbean combined with a dash of 
Dutch, and its awesome nightlife is filled 
with bars that offer a wide range of music 
– everything from live jazz to DJs. 

Curacao was original-
ly settled by the Southern 
American Amerindian Ar-
awak nearly 6,000 years 
ago. The island temporarily 
came under Spanish rule in 
the early 16th century, but 

the Spanish abandoned it because it did 
not have gold and it lacked enough fresh 
water to meet the needs of farmers. The is-

land was later exchanged 
between the Dutch and 
the British Empire before 
the Netherlands final-
ly claimed ownership in 
1815. Today it is a sov-
ereign state of the King-
dom of the Nether-
lands. With so many 
European and South 
American visitors, 
its language evolved 
from a mixture of oth-
er languages. Its resi-
dents are also usually 
fluent in at least three 
or more languages. Cu-
racao’s first language is 
Papiamentu, a Creole lan-
guage in which Spanish, 

Dutch, English, Portuguese, and African 
languages have been mixed. Its second is 
Dutch, and third is English. Curacao is also 
home to the oldest surviving synagogue in 

the Americas. 
Willemstad is 

the capital. famous 
for its beautiful can-
dy-colored colonial 
buildings that face 
the water. It also 
has many well-pre-
served (and even 
some dilapidated) 
buildings that have 
beautiful murals on 
their sides. An in-
teresting note: Wil-
lemstad’s buildings 
haven’t always 
been beautifully 
colored. In 1918, 
Governor Albert 
Kickert believed 

Curacao | Cool Caribbean
OuT & aBOuT // DAVID’S THOUGHTS 

there are several restau-
rants that serve different 
types of other food. 

Curacao nightlife 
is exciting. There are several bars and 
restaurants that offer something for ev-
eryone. Miles Jazz Cafe, whose name 
tips the hat to Miles Davis, offers live jazz 

and sometimes plays real vinyl records. 
The Blues Bar & Restaurant is nice-
ly located next to the Caribbean, with 
beautiful jazz and blues playing in the 
background. Although Curacao does 
not have any specific LGBT bars or 
clubs, the Saint Tropez Ocean Club is 
an international restaurant that offers 
a great menu, a live atmosphere, and 

a DJ at night. It is a very popular night 
spot with the LGBT community. 

Since 2013, Curacao has offered a 
pride and it takes place every year around 
the end of September and beginning of 
October. For more info, visit Curacaopride.
com.

With so much to do 
in Curacao, this tiny is-
land should definitely be 
on anyone’s Caribbean 
travel list. t

Times square – 
eputedly the very 
intergalactic belly 
button!

a bit cozy but a 
delight for

the eye!

The paint
biz booms
in Curacao

Bon bini na mi 
pais! – Welcome 

to my country! 
(in Papiamentu)

a sky you
could mine
for blue 
sapphire!
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11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
BEST PRICES IN TOWN

BALTIMORE    BEST  BALTIMORE    BEST  

The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery

205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”
410-225-3100 • ATM Available

The Perfect 
Backyard Tented

Reception 

centerpieces for a deep, shimmering effect. 
Melanie says to mix it up. You don’t have to 
do a lot. At the very least, colorful linens go a 
long way, and they’re not expensive!

Flooring – If you’re positioning your tent 
over a brick or stone surface, all is well, and 
no additional flooring is required. But if you’re 
putting it up over grass, renting flooring is es-
sential. Why? Three reasons: mud, dancing, 
and stiletto heels. 

As anyone living around here can attest 
after last week, it rains, and sometimes a 
lot! Every wedding photographer who has 
photographed a tented wedding has a mud 
story, often involving cute boots and a happy-
go-lucky couple. What you don’t hear about 
are all of the guests, with their ruined shoes 
and mud-splattered clothing, not to mention 
tables and chairs sinking into grass that has 
turned into a muddy, soggy mess. Don’t let 
that happen at your wedding! 

Even if your tent is positioned over an 
existing hard surface, you may 

want to rent a separate 
dance floor. Stone and 
the like aren’t the best 
or the safest dancing 
surfaces.

It’s the rare lawn 
that will support a 
person in stiletto 
heels. People wear 
them, even when 
told not to, so be a 
good host and keep 
your guests from 

sinking backwards into the grass!
Heating and air Conditioning – If the 

temperature is going to be in the 50s or be-
low, you may want to add a heater or two. 
Consider air conditioning for a summer wed-
ding.

Cost and Installation – Expect to pay at 
least $2,000 for your tent and accessories, 
including installation and removal. Installa-
tion takes a couple of hours, minimum, and 
is sometimes scheduled for the day before 
your event, with removal the day after. Can-
cellations usually cost at least 50% of your 
deposit.

when to Order – You’ll want to reserve 
your date with the tent company at least a 
month ahead for events held during April, 
May, or June or in September or October. 

A tented backyard wedding done well can 
be a fabulous and unforgettable experience. 
Plan with care, and yours can be one of them! 

Next time: Music for your wedding. t
David L. egan is the proprietor and stew-

ard of Chase Court, a wedding and event ven-
ue in downtown Baltimore. Visit Chasecourt.
com, and follow ChaseCourtWeddingVenue 
on Instagram and Facebook.

If a backyard wedding is your heart’s desire, 
putting a tent up is a great way to create 
something special for your wedding. 

There are lots of types and styles of tents, 
and many sizes. A good tent rental compa-
ny will take the time to carefully assess your 
needs and recommend the best tent for your 
wedding.

I’m a big fan of clear 
tents. Looking up at 
trees, buildings, and 
sky through a clear 
canopy is an almost 
transcendent experi-
ence! A clear canopy 
and sides make your 
tent as invisible as any 
tent could ever be, and 
allows views of nearby 
gardens, trees, and ar-
chitecture. 

Once you’ve decid-
ed to use a tent, there is a lot you can 
do to dress it up!

Decor – Lighting is key. Perimeter light-
ing around the edge of the tent is de rigueur, 
preferably using LEDs. Pin spots shining on 
the tables, twinkling lights wrapped around 
the poles, or paper lanterns hung inside and 
around the edges, all can help set the mood 
and add excitement. If you’re using a liner in 
your tent, which I recommend you do, lighting 
the liner will look great and light the whole en-
vironment beautifully. 

Furnishings – In tent furnishings, more 
is better! Cocktail-size tables, both high for 
standing and low with seating, go great in 
tents, as do larger and more elaborate dining 
tables. You can ramp it up with fancier seating, 
including sofas and other casual pieces. Both 
vintage and modern furnishings can be rented. 

Melanie Brzozowski, senior event pro-
ducer for large-scale events at Select Event 
Group, suggests that you use linens that take 
advantage of all of that lighting. Key word: 
sequins! Linens that reflect the light, either 
with sequins or metallic embroidery, will look 
great. you can couple them with reflective 

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

QuaLITy OF LIFe
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P R I D E
2 0 1 8
June 16th

DOORS OPEN AT 11:30a.m.

DINING OUT

The Bygone restaurant
Harbor East
400 International Drive, 29th floor
Baltimore
Thebygonerestaurant.com

For Nick’s birthday, I wanted to plan some-
thing special just for the two of us. A col-
league of mine recommended The Bygone 
to me, as he had taken his wife there for her 
birthday. Knowing how much Nick enjoys the 
city, I thought dinner at The Bygone would be 
a wonderful surprise. Weeks ago, I had men-
tioned to Nick to keep the evening free, but 
never told him where we were going, keeping 
him in suspense for almost two months. 

Finally, the evening arrived, and as we 
drove closer to Harbor East, Nick figured out 
where we were heading, with excitement. 
After parking, we walked into 
the entrance of 
the Four 
Seasons Ho-
tel, and then 
escorted up 
the elevator to 
the 29th floor. 
Stepping out of 
the elevator, we 
could not help but 
notice the breath-
taking views of the 
city. Although there w e r e 
many window tables available, we were 
seated in the interior dining room. I was dis-
appointed to say the least. I couldn’t help but 
wonder how tables are assigned, given that I 
had made our reservation two months in ad-
vance. With Nick being the sport that he is, he 
convinced me our table was just fine.

Our attentive waiter Darcel, came to take 
our order, starting with drinks. Nick ordered a 
Manhattan ($16), while I ordered a Cosmo-
politan ($18.25). Settling in with our drinks, we 
once again looked around the dining area and 
the views. When designing the dining room, 
you could notice the great care in creating an 
atmosphere of the bygone era, including the 
piped in music. Nothing was rushed, and it was 
enjoyable to see people dressed up to take in 
a meal; much like things used to be long ago.

The Bygone menu is rather expansive, and 
most items are served à la carte. We started 

with appetizers of Grilled Quail ($24) served 
with apple cider marinade, braised red cab-
bage, and marinated figs; and Tuna Ravigote 
($18), yellowfin tuna, horseradish, and cham-
pagne marinated tomato. Both appetizers were 
divine. As a second course, Nick had the Beets 
and Berries salad ($18), which comprised of 
rainbow beets, chevre, arugula, smoked bris-
ket, berries, and candied walnuts. I decided on 
the Asparagus Soup ($14). Our second course 
was served with warm, fresh bread and butter. 
Being the carb junkie that I am, I could have 
eaten the entire basket, but wanted to leave 
room for the main course.

Honestly, all of the main entrée selections 
were difficult to choose from. after careful 
consideration, Nick landed on the Rockfish à 
l’Americaine ($38), served with burst cherry 
tomatos, couroguttes, parsley new potatoes, 
basil, over sauce Americaine, while I decided 
on the Berkshire Pork Loin Chop ($36), which 
was served with romanesco, shaved cauli-
flower salad, almond puree, and fig-chocolate 
sauce. For sides, we picked spiced carrots 
($10) and garlic mashed potatoes ($10); again, 
another tough choice, as all the sides sounded 
delicious. Hav- ing had our appetizers, 
and already moved on to a 

second round of drinks, 
our meals were served, 
and they looked quite 
impressive. Truly, I 
never had a pork loin 
chop that tasted bet-
ter. I had always said 
“you get what you 
pay for,” and in this 
case, the saying is 
most appropriate. 

Overall, we were im-
pressed with our meals from start 
to finish.

The big surprise came at 
the end of our meal when our 

serving team came over to the table with a hot 
fudge sundae, complimentary for Nick’s birth-
day. I thought I could not take another bite, but 
ice cream is my weakness, and the next thing I 
know, half of that sundae disappeared. 

After dinner, we were invited to walk 
around the restaurant, and visit the bars 
outside and upstairs. The bar upstairs real-
ly captured my attention, it was very quaint, 
and could imagine hanging out up there with 
friends on some occasion.

As their website advertises, The Bygone 
invites you to take a step back into the roar-
ing glamor days. The restaurant does offer 
a unique menu, breathtaking views, and a 
warm and luxurious ambiance. While a meal 
for two could quickly become quite expen-
sive, for a special occasion, The Bygone is 
the perfect place! t

Finger’s
Richard Finger

Food

a delight to 
the eye, too!
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Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Sparkling Swine Sundays
$20 Sparkling Wine & Charcuterie Flight

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Magnificent Mondays
Happy Hour at the Bar All Night

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Taster Tuesdays
$2 for 6 oz. Tasting Pours of Any Draft

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Wine Wednesdays
All Wine by the Glass ½ off, Select $20 Bottles of Wine

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Thirsty Dog Thursdays
On the Patio. Get a Frosty Paws Treat for Your Pooch with the 

Purchase of any EVO Craft Beer Draft or Tito’s 

Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY from 11am – 3pm
With$ 15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s,

Sangria and  EVO Craft Drafts

OFF THE VINE WEDNESDAYS
½ Off Select Bottles of Wine All Day

TAP THAT THURSDAYS – All Taps Half Off

HAPPY HOUR: Wed. – Sat. from  3pm – 7pm

OUR TERRACE IS OPEN! 

Shucking Sundays
A Dozen Oysters and 2 brews or wine for $20

Meatless Mondays
$15 for a Veggie Burger and

Bu�alo Brussel Sprouts

Burger & A Beer Tuesday
$12 for A Purist Burger and

an EVO Craft Draft

Wine Wednesdays
1/2 O� Select Bottles of WIne

Mussel Mania Thursdays
All You can Eat Mussel $25 per person

Happy Hour Monday – Friday 4 pm – 7pm

Fabulous Brunch Every 
Saturday & Sunday 

11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
with $15 Bottomless 

Mimosas, Bloody Mary’s, 
Sangria and EVO 

Craft Drafts

1604 Kelly Avenue.  
Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240  
nickeltaphouse.com

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Wednesday Beer Dinners! 
$38 for Three Courses 

paired with 10oz BA Beers. 

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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•Every Voice Is Heard
Resident committees, groups, fitness classes, and associations thrive 
in  small, intimate and friendly gatherings where every voice can be 
heard and  there are plenty of opportunities to get to know staff and 
neighbors, alike.  

•New Interestes Are Celebrated
RPP offers unique activities abound for residents with interests as 
diverse as  politics, art, outdoor recreation, music, and more, and 
residents are never  alone in trying something new.

Roland Park Place is the only full-service, accredited nonprofit
continuing care retirement community in Charm City

830 W. 40th Street • Baltimore, MD 21211
410-243-5700 • rolandparkplace.org

A small community with big rewards

QuaLITy OF LIFe  // YOUR MONEY

Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger & Lauren Lynch

More often than not, employees worry 
about what they need to do for their man-
ager. What do they need to do to keep 
themselves in the good graces of their 
boss, to get to that next level, 
or most basic and important, 
to keep themselves employed. 
We’re going to flip the script 
this week: Let’s explore what 
makes a good employer. 
What do top companies do 
to make sure they attract the 
quality of individuals they 
wish? How do they keep 
them for the long run? How 
do you make a destination 
employer?

There are many opin-
ions about what makes a 
top employer – and we 
will tell you that it is not 
always about the mon-
ey. Characteristics of a 
great place to work can 
vary from person to person. That is to be 
expected because everyone’s values are 
set differently. However, when a company 
evinces some overarching principles, that 
company can be sure that they can posi-
tively reach the expectations of the major-
ity of their employees. 

So, what are some of these traits and 
how do we know what they are for our 
current employers? Many people would 
say things like Communication, Integrity, 
Performance, etc. These sound a lot like 
those one-word values employers share 
with their staff and show up in various 
email signatures, letterhead stock, and 
PowerPoint presentation templates right? 
It’s true! The employer’s set of values is 
an avenue of communication between the 
C-Suite and the front-line staff. The em-
ployer is trying to communicate how they 
envision performance for both the employ-
ee and the employer. 

We could argue that some tangible 
values will ultimately lead to the intangible 
values. What does that mean? If an em-
ployer has a strong Communication value 

What Makes a 
Top Employer?

it means the interaction has a constant 
flow. The company seeks regular feedback 
from the employees about its environment 
and practices. Conversations between 
managers and employees are a normal 
part of regular life and employees ask for 
feedback from their peers. From commu-
nication comes Transparency. This means 
that leaders are open about the problems 
facing the company as well as its success-
es. Leaders ask for feedback on a variety 
of issues ranging from financial questions 
to operational obstacles. Transparency 
also means that leaders are open and 
accessible. They are approachable; em-
ployees should feel comfortable to engage 
in conversation and questions with their 

leaders. 
Open communi-

cation and leadership 
transparency can ul-
timately lead to intan-
gible values. Trust is a 
big one that seems to 
be on everyone’s minds 
but no one can real-
ly delineate the same 
meaning. Essentially, it 
means that employees 
trust that the leadership 
is making appropriate 
business decisions and 
steering the company in a 
healthy direction. Leader-
ship will trust that employ-
ees will serve as advocates 
for both for the business 
and the customer. Lastly, 

when employees feel that they can trust 
their peers and leadership they become 
a more engaged member of the company. 
engagement means that the employee, no 
matter their level, is invested in the busi-
ness and is a more productive member 
of the organization. They have an under-
standing of the company’s mission and 
see themselves as an influential part of 
that process. 

Communication, transparency, and 
trust – these are main ingredients of an 
employer of choice. From there, anything 
is possible. Top employers build on this 
foundation to include programs around 
employee development and meaningful 
rewards and recognition and/or incentive 
programs. Today, top employers create a 
friendly and relaxed atmosphere, allowing 
space for strategic thinking and innova-
tion to manifest. With all of these values in 
place, top-notch talent will want to be part 
of it, and this talent will be flocking at your 
doors. t
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By wOODy DerrICks
So far this year, ten-year Treasury yields 
have risen from about 2.5% to 3%. While 
that might not seem like much, it is a 20% 
increase from the start of the year. If rates 
continue to climb, the impact could extend 
into many areas of your financial picture.

Mortgages – If you’re looking to get 
a new mortgage through a refinance or to 
use for a new home purchase, you’ll likely 
find that rates have been going up along 
with the ten-year Treasury. A ½% increase 
in interest rates could cost you an extra 
$26,000 in interest payments over the 
course of a 30-year mortgage.

If you have a home equity line of cred-
it, you’re likely seeing the interest rate 
increase every few months. While small 
changes now might be of a minimal impact, 
continued rising rates could make this 
once inexpensive loan a burden for you. 
Consider speaking with your financial advi-
sor and/or mortgage broker to determine if 
a refinance might be in your best interest.

Other Debt – Credit cards always 
seem happy to raise rates as soon as they 
can. If you have revolving debt, you could 
see sharp increases in your monthly pay-
ments.

Car companies will likely keep auto fi-
nancing as cheap as possible for as long 
as possible to help sell cars. Eventually, 
even they will need to end low-cost financ-
ing. If you’re considering a car purchase, 
you might want to look at buying one soon-
er than later.

savings & CDs – For the past ten 
years, I’ve heard people lamenting the low 
rates they’re receiving from banks. While 
I’ve been quick to point out that it’s typi-
cally better to be getting zero interest on 
a savings account in return for historically 
low mortgage rates, clients still like to see 
their banks paying them something. The 
good news is that rates on savings, money 
markets, and CDs have been increasing.

Investments – You’ll find that bond 
values generally move inversely to interest 
rate changes. This means that a decrease 
in interest rates could increase the value 
of bonds and that an increase in interest 
rates could drive down the value of bonds.

Some investors who hold individual 
bonds will want to keep their bonds intact. 
Feeling that a solvent company is expected 
to provide a return of principal upon matu-

What Could Rising 
Rates Mean to You?

QuaLITy OF LIFe  // YOUR MONEY

rity, they may not be concerned about the 
bond’s change in value while they hold it.

Other investors who are concerned 
about a loss in value may look to invest in 
shorter-term bonds. This is because short-
term bonds are typically less volatile if all 
other factors are the same. A shorter ma-
turity may also allow the investor use their 
proceeds to buy new bonds with higher 
interest rates thus increasing his/her in-
come.

Fearful of losing any value in bonds 
and able to withstand a potential decrease 
in income, some investors may opt to move 
some of their bond portfolio to cash. With 
increasing yields and guaranteed principal, 
certificates of deposit are beginning to look 
more attractive with each rate increase.

When it comes to stocks, some com-
panies profit with higher rates while others 
struggle with increased lending costs. His-
torically, financial institutions have done 
better in rising-rate conditions as they 
stand to make more money from the high-
er rates they charge their customers. Other 
companies that rely heavily on issuing debt 
don’t do as well because they’re now pay-
ing more on their outstanding debt. Other 
companies that often struggle are ones 
that pay high dividend yields. When rates 
are low, the high yield paid by stocks can 
seem to be worth taking the added risk. 
As rates rise, there’s less benefit to the 
investor for taking the added risk of stock 
ownership over owning a US Treasury, cor-
porate bond, or even a CD.

All performance referenced is historical 
and is no guarantee of future results. Stock 
investing may involve risk including loss of 
principal. Bonds are subject to market and 
interest rate risk if sold prior to maturity. 
Bond values will decline as interest rates 
rise and are subject to availability and 
change in price. No strategy guarantees 
performance or protects against a loss. t

This column is for informational purpos-
es only, and is not meant as specific ad-
vice to any individual. Partnership Wealth 
Management offers financial planning and 
wealth management services, with a long 
history of working with the LGBT commu-
nity. reach them at Partnershipwm.com or 
call 410-732-2633.
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Wild (NYC) upstairs at the Baltimore Ea-
gle. All proceeds from this leather dance 
will benefit Baltimore Pride and the GLC-
CB. Sounds like a great night of leather 
pride to me. Plans for a separate Leather 
Pride event – Plans are in the works for a 
separate Leather Pride event as a spinoff 
of Baltimore Pride. It is still in the planning 
stages but look for a play party, workshops, 
and leather tea dance coming in late June 
or early July. Watch this space for details. 

what is planned in Philadelphia – 
The Philadelphians MC will be presenting 
“Crankshaft”: a dress-code enforced dance 
party at the Bike Stop on Saturday, June 
9th starting at 9 pm. Get out your gear, rub-
ber, pup gear, military uniform, or just wear 
tight jeans and take your shirt off for this 
hot night of dancing to DJ Dave Huge, a 
popular DJ who has played for many well-
known fetish parties such as Eggplant in 
New York City. Admission is just $5. Get 
geared up for “Crankshaft” and party with 
the Philadelphians. 

what they are doing in washington, 
DC – Usually I do not want to think about 
what they are doing in Washington. I don’t 

even thing half the folks in 
Washington know what is 
going on – but the Wash-
ington leather community 
has some knowledge to 
share. Join the DC Cen-

ter and OUTwrite on 
Wednesday, June 6th 
starting at 7 pm as 
they present a bilingual 
panel discussion enti-
tled: “Amor Prohibido / 
Forbidden Love. Author 
of Mi Propio yo / My 
Own self Master Taino, 
Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Woman Community 

Bootblack 2013 Amelia 
Horo, International Leath-

erboy 2002 Jose Gutiérrez, 
Juaniorex Cemicaonani and 

writer Salvador Torres-Mar-
tinez will discuss the history 

of the Latino leather community. 
Admission is free, and refresh-
ments will be served. The DC 
Center for the LGBT Communi-
ty is located at 2000 14th Street 

NW, Suite 105 in Washington. 
what is going on in the woods – June 

1st kicks off the first of this year’s Leath-
er / Fetish Weekend & Dungeon Party at 
The Woods Campground in Lehighton, 
Pennsylvania. Other leather weekends 
are scheduled for July 13th to 15th when 
leather will join with the popular country 
western weekend and September 14th to 

Did You Hear the

One About

which also includes food and a drink. 
Harassment in the community – 

When I think of the leather community I 
think of bullwhips, not bullying. One leath-
er titleholder has recently received over 
100 hateful and threating post cards. WTF! 
I know we do not always agree with con-
test producers, drama in the community, 
people’s opinions, and such – but we are 
all one family. If the leather community 
can’t get along what hope does the rest of 
the nation have? Harassment is no joke. 
That is one story I don’t ever want to hear 
about. t

16th which brings lots of leather-themed 
parties and the Mr. and Ms. Woods Leather 
competition. More details can be found at 
Thewoodscampground.com. 

Doing it for a third time – The third 
annual Atlantic States Leather Weekend is 
scheduled for September 28th and 29th at 
the Baltimore Eagle. The meet and greet for 
the Atlantic States Leather SIR / boy / Boot-
black 2019 Contest will be on Friday night 
and on Saturday afternoon from 11 am – 5 
pm there will be leather demos in the code 
bar followed by the contest upstairs at 6 
pm. Tickets for the whole weekend are $65 

The girl from down under – The Interna-
tional Ms. Leather 2018 Contest was held 
on April 21st in San Jose, California, with 
seven incredible contestants. A packed 
hotel ballroom cheered as “girl ang” from 
Melbourne, Australia took home the IMsL 
2018 sash. The International Ms. Boot-
black 2018 title was awarded to Southwest 
Bootblack 2017 Teagan who hails from 
Oakland, California. 

Leather women in our area – If you 
don’t know the way to San Jose 
that’s not a problem. On Au-
gust 24th and 25th you can 
cheer on incredible leath-
er woman right here 
in Baltimore as the 
Mid-Atlantic Leath-
er Woman & Leath-
er Woman Bootblack 
2019 Contest takes 
place at the Baltimore 
Eagle. Friday, August 
24th brings the “Cigar 
& Boots” meet and 
greet starting at 9 pm. 
The contest will be held 
on Saturday, August 
25th upstairs at the 
Baltimore Eagle with 
the doors opening at 1 
pm and the contest starting at 2 pm. 
There will also be a silent auction. 
This is a fun event. I wouldn’t miss it. 

Two of Baltimore’s leather clubs 
during Pride – Maryland first leather 
club, the ShipMates Club of Baltimore, is 
ready to get the party started for Baltimore 
Pride Weekend as they sell Jell-O shots 
and enjoy happy hour with two-for-one 
drinks at Leon’s on Friday, June 15th start-
ing at 6 pm. There is no cover charge so 
come party with the ShipMates. The leath-
er fun continues at 9 pm as COMMAND, 
MC host “Lust: Love Hurts” with DJ Frank 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

LeaTHer

sash ’er on up – 
International
Ms. Leather ‘girl 
ang’ and Ms. 
Bootblack Teagan

... ?
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993

227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850

• BEST PRICES IN TOWN
• KARAOKE SUNDAY 9 p.m.-12

• TUESDAY SHOW TUNES with Jayson 8 p.m.-10 p.m
• DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY 
9 p.m. till the music stops

• BEST PRICES IN TOWN
• KARAOKE SUNDAY 9 p.m.-12

• TUESDAY SHOW TUNES with Jayson 8 p.m.-10 p.m
• DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY 
9 p.m. till the music stops

Roll Back Drink  Prices
D.J.  All Weekend

Special Weekend Give-Aways

Roll Back Drink  Prices
D.J.  All Weekend

Special Weekend Give-Aways

PRIDE WEEKEND 
●No Cover  ●DJ  ●Dancing

PRIDE WEEKEND 
●No Cover  ●DJ  ●Dancing
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALOON

FINANCIAL MASSAGE

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

Affordable Massage Therapy
by MARK

CALL MARK 
410-653-3084

• In-call: $45 hr or $65/1-1/2 hrs
• Out-call: $25 extra

• Swedish & Deep Tissue massage
• Licensed 20+ years experience

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 W. Lexington Street  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

 Grand Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649
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Overfl owing with Pride

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. 

From painting the town colorfully to loving openly, there are many ways to revel in pride. Xfi nity celebrates you with a 
fi rst-of-its-kind, community endorsed LGBTQ Film & TV Collection. Just simply say “Pride” into the X1 Voice Remote to 
easily discover an awesome, diverse entertainment experience. Find yourself at xfinity.com/LGBTQ, because on X1, 
it’s Pride all year, only with Xfi nity.SM
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