
trained more than 3,500 medical and so-
cial service providers on best practices for 
meeting the needs of LGBT individuals.

“Filling the role Nate has created will be 
difficult,” said Patrick Mutch, Chase Brexton 
CEO.  “He is a dynamic leader who has been 
instrumental in building a vital center that fills 
a great need for our patients and our com-
munities. We are saddened to see him leave 
but are grateful for the work he has done.”

“It has been an honor and a thrill to be 
part of the launch and growth of Chase 
Brexton’s LGBT Health Resource Cen-
ter.  In knowing the incredible team here, 
I expect that the center will continue to ex-
pand, continue to work for the health and 
wellness of our communities, and keep 
innovating for improvement.  Chase Brex-
ton has such an incredible and rich history, 
and as it reaches the incredible milestone 

Nate Sweeney

So many people have been blown away from 
the message in the documentary, as well as 
how hard we work to create these projects. 
Getting such great reviews has been amaz-
ing. There have been some viewers who 
weren’t fans until they watched it. I’m also so 
happy that my mom, who is my biggest hero, 
is in it and now people get to see her there on 
a major platform and how great she is.

Who are your idols? Who do you look 
to for inspiration?

I love Beyoncé so much. I love who she 
is as an artist, as well as how kind she is to 
her staff and dancers. I just love that. Taylor 
Swift is a close friend of mine, and she gives 
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Politics of race and 
sex in song

Nate Sweeney Departs LGBT Health Resource Center

By Frankie kujaWa
Singer, songwriter, dancer, choreogra-
pher, and Youtube personality Todrick Hall 
brings his new visual album Forbidden tour 
to Baltimore on April 27th at the Baltimore 
Soundstage. Hall’s performance comes 
weeks after the March 27th release of his 
album Forbidden, which 
tackles the politics of race 
and sexuality. Hall chatted 
with Baltimore OUTloud 
about his upcoming tour, 
his inspiration, and how close friend Tay-
lor Swift influenced his new album.

Frankie kujawa: Can you tell our 
readers about your upcoming perfor-
mance of the “Forbidden” tour?

Todrick Hall: They can expect the 
visual album live plus some fun num-
bers from my Youtube channel. I refer 
to my tour as the perfect hybrid of a live 
concert and Broadway show. There 

are moments where 
people can stand up 
and hoot and holler, 

Todrick Hall Brings 
‘Forbidden’ Tour to 

but they still get a story with people 
playing characters. So, it’s a very 
unique experience in that way. 

What’s it like being on stage 
and feeling that energy from the 
audiences?

It’s awesome. I always tell people that I 
am a very non-traditional art-
ist. I had to work so hard to get 
each and every fan and follow-
er. When people are learning 
songs that you wrote by your-

self, it’s such a different experience than if it 
came from writers in a studio. I wrote every 
single lyric and every single song I put out it 
means a lot to me. When people know the lyr-
ics it’s a flattering feeling. I’m so very grateful. 

How do you feel about the recent re-
lease of your Behind the Curtain docu-
mentary from your Straight Outta Oz tour 
that’s now running on Netflix?

I am super excited about it. So many of 
my fans already saw it on iTunes, but being 
now on Netflix it has opened it up to people 
who may not been able to buy it in December. 

By Bill redmond-Palmer
April 6th was Nate Sweeney’s final day as 
head of the LGBT Health Resource Cen-
ter (LHRC) at Chase Brexton Health Care. 
This followed almost four years of work, 
building many of the center’s innovative 
programs from the ground up.

“When I joined Chase Brexton in Sep-
tember 2014,” said Sweeney, “the LGBT 
Health Resource Center was a series of 
plans and possibilities on paper.” Thanks 
to dedicated staff, he continued, “we’re a 
vibrant department making a real differ-
ence for the communities we’re honored to 
serve.”

One of the center’s first major pro-
grams, SAGE Caring and Preparing 
(SAGECAP), a partnership with the advo-
cacy organization SAGE (Senior Action in 

a Gay Environment) to meet the needs of 
LGBT older adults. This work has led to 
“Elder Pride” becoming a part of the June 
celebration, and May 16th, National Honor 
Our LGBT Elders Day, has grown from a 
Baltimore idea to a nationwide movement.

Another hallmark of Sweeney’s ten-
ure was the establishment of the Gender 
Joy program for transgender and gender 
non-conforming youth, one of the first of its 
kind. Working with the renowned Dr. Elyse 
Pine, the program has now served over 
1,000 gender diverse children and adoles-
cents and their families.

Under Sweeney’s tenure, the center-
enter formed a variety of support groups 
for LGBT individuals and formed partner-
ships with Baltimore’s other LGBT organi-
zations. Since opening in October 2015, 
the LGBT Health Resource Center has 

Todrick 
Hall

Charm City

of turning 40, I am so glad to have played 
a small part in the overall story of this or-
ganization.”

Sweeney’s last day at Chase Brexton 
was April 6th, after which he assumed a 
managerial position at an elder care facility 
in Rochester, New York. t

—continued on page 22
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Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

neWs // LOCAL 

Call ERA Law Group Today 
(410) 919-1790, or visit us at
1997 Annapolis Exchange Pkwy,
Suite 300, Annapolis, MD 21401

●  Elder Law
●  Estate Planning
●  Family Law
●  Guardianship
●  Mediation
●  Medicaid Planning & Qualification
●  Personal Injury
●  Probate
●  Veteran's Benefits
●  LGBTQIA Matters

Valerie E. Anias, Esq.
vanias@eralawgroup.com 

Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems

Gubernatorial 
Forum April 28th 

Join the GLCCB April 28th from 4:30 to 
6:30 pm for a conversation with the candi-
dates for governor of Maryland in the 2018 
election. The event will be at Lovely Lane 
Methodist Church (2200 St. Paul Street). 

The moderator is Anthony McCar-

thy and all questions will come from the 
audience. 

Featured topics include affordable 
housing, healthcare, and school safety. t

Fair Housing Forum, 
April 28th

Celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Fair 
Housing Act of 1968 at “Ache For Home,” 
on April 28th from 11 am to 4 pm at Colling-
ton Square Elementary School (1409 North 
Collington Avenue, Baltimore). 

The event, sponsored by Baltimore 
Neighborhoods, will offer free giveaways, 
and info on educational opportunities, 
housing resources. It will provide infor-

mation and services on issues including 
housing discrimination, tenant and land-
lord rights, criminal record expungement, 
home weatherization and energy efficien-
cy, renters and homeowners tax credits, 
and senior housing opportunities.

Keynote speaker is author D. Watkins, 
an editor-at-large for Salon, professor at 
the University of Baltimore, and founder of 
the Bmore Writers Project.

The panel discussion “Fair Housing: 
50 Years Later,” is set for 11:30 am, and 
moderated by Marc Steiner. It will fea-
ture Michael Bullis of The Image Center 
of Maryland, Ruben Chandrasekar of the 
International Rescue Committee, Jennifer 
Eden of the GLCCB community center, 
and Cleveland L. Horton II of the Maryland 
Commission on Civil Rights. 

The second panel, “Health and Hous-
ing,” will be at 1 pm and will be moderated 
by Terri Fleming. It will feature Olivia D. 

Farrow of the Baltimore City Health De-
partment, Michelle Spencer of the Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg American Health Ini-
tiative, and Aileen Tinney of Keswick Com-
munity Health.

The event will also feature exhibi-
tions and information from 26 govern-
ment and community agencies including 
the GLCCB, and an art and garden proj-
ect by Arts+Parks and the Community Lot 
Team. 

Wild Thyme, a local food truck, will be 
present advocating for food accessibility 
as a key component to social change. 

Wild Thyme will also be hosting an art 
market at the Flower Factory, a neighbor-
ing local urban farm. 

The event is sponsored by the US De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, Associated Black Charities, Civic 
Works, and the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
American Health Initiative.

Tickets are free, but you are en-
couraged to register for tickets through 
Eventbrite at Bit.ly/2JAg9bA.

For more information, visit Bni-mary-
land.org.t

Hats off! – Reveler at the Easter Bonnet 
Extravaganza and parade on April 1st
credit: Perry Cooper & Kevin Smiffy

Bees in their 
Bonnets
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Outlaws:Queer 
Legal Awards, 

April 19th
The 12th annual Cobalt Awards, spon-
sored by Outlaw at the University of Bal-
timore School of Law, is set for April 19th 
from 6 to 8 pm on the 12th floor of the 
Angelos Law Center (1401 North Charles 
Street, Baltimore). They will be honoring 

individuals and an organization for work in 
the local LGBTQ community.

This years awardees are Wyatt Oroke, 
Lauren Fleming, and FreeState Justice.

For more info, visit Facebook.com/
UBOutLaw. t

HIV ‘Listening 
Session,’ April 17th 

The Greater Baltimore HIV Health Ser-
vices Planning Council will host their Lis-
tening Session on HIV, rescheduled from 
last month due to snow, on April 17th at 
5:30 pm, at the Baltimore War Memorial 
Building (101 North Gay Street, Baltimore 
– across from City Hall).

Every year the planning council con-
ducts a process to help provide services 
for people living with HIV in Baltimore City, 
and in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Harford, and Queen Anne’s counties. As 
part of that process, this listening session 
will provide people living with HIV, con-
cerned citizens, and service providers a 
chance to give input on the services most 
needed by the community.

While tickets are free, organizers ask 
the those interested obtain free tickets 
through Eventbrite at Bit.ly/2GK6tta. For 
more info, visit Bit.ly/2v1YkyO. t

neWs // LOCAL

Health Resource 
Center Fundraiser, 

April 19th
Join Chase Brexton Health Care’s LGBT 
Health Resource Center on April 19th from 5 
to 10 pm for amazing food that helps support 
a great cause at their Community Night at 
Gertrude’s (at the Baltimore Museum of Art, 
10 Art Museum Drive, Baltimore). 

When you dine with them, a portion of 

the proceeds from your bill will be donated 
to help support the work of the LGBT Health 
Resource Center with Older Adults. That 
work includes programs like monthly Lunch 
& Learns, social events, and intergenera-
tional programming. The center helps link 
elders to LGBT-friendly community services, 
training for service providers, and Alzhei-
mer’s support group, the HIV Long Term Sur-
vivors Group, and the 50-plus LGBT Support 
Group – not to mention National Honor Our 
LGBT Elders Day and Elder Pride at Balti-
more Pride.

Make your reservation using Open Ta-
ble at Bit.ly/2uUkMtA. For more info, contact 
Monte Ephraim at lgbt@chasebrexton.org or 
410-837-2050 x1104. t

‘Arts of Pride’ 2018 
Seeks Entries

In line with the theme for this year’s Balti-
more Pride, “United We Shine,” the Baltimore 
Pride 2018 Events and Outreach Committee 
is announcing “The Arts of Pride 2018,” four 
opportunities to showcase the talents of Bal-
timore’s sexual 
and gender mi-
nority commu-
nity.

The Arts 
of Pride will 
be comprised 
of four events, 
h i g h l i g h t i n g 
different talents. Organizers are seeking con-
testants for each category to represent many 
aspects of pride. Participation is open to all 
who are interested. Prizes will be awarded to 
the winner of each contest.

• “The Voice of Pride” is open to all vo-
calists

• “The Dance of Pride” is open to dancers 
in all dance forms, and

• “The Words of Pride” is open to all spo-
ken-word artists.

Winners of each of these contests will be 
provided with an opportunity to perform at the 
pre-show opening of the Block Party on Sat-
urday, June 16th.

• “The Vision of Pride” is an open call to 
visual artists. The winner’s artwork will be dis-
played on Pride weekend.

Venues and dates for each contest will be 
announced soon. Join in! Visit Bit.ly/2ITK1zp 
and submit a contact request. Organizers will 
follow up with info when available. t

HIV Cure Research 
Forum, April 25th

AIDS Action Baltimore will host a Commu-
nity HIV Cure Research Forum on April 
25th from 6:30 to 8 pm at the Waxter Cen-
ter (1000 Cathedral Street, Baltimore). Join 
them for dinner and a forum with Johns 
Hopkins researcher Dr. Deborah Persuad, 
who will provide and update on the status 
of HIV cure research.

Dr. Persuad was a prominent research-
er in the case of the “Mississippi Baby,” 
who for a time was in HIV remission and 
did not require any HIV medications to 
control her HIV disease. Dr. Persuad will 

review other such cases of HIV remission, 
followed by a discussion of what is com-
mon in these cases, and where we are in 
the cure research effort.

The event is free, but AIDS Action Bal-
timore asks that you RSVP so that they 
have enough food. RSVP to baltoaids@
aol.com or more info call 410-837-2437. t

PrEP 
Town Hall

dine at Gertrude’s for a good cause, April 19th

dr. deborah Persuad sums up state-of-the-art 
in AIDS treatment, April 25th

Be PrePared!  – Participants at the March 
28th PrEP Town Hall Meeting sponsored 

by AIDS Action Baltimore
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LGBT Wedding 
Expo, April 22nd

Spring is here, at least technically, and the 
Rainbow Wedding Network invites to join 
them on April 22nd from noon to 3 pm for 
the seventh annual Baltimore Maryland 
LGBTQ Wedding Expo, at the BWI Airport 
Marriott (1743 West Nursery Road, Linthi-
cum Heights).

The expo will feature dozens of 
LGBTQ-friendly wedding and travel spe-
cialists. If you are planning a 2018 wed-
ding, now is the time to speak to these 

vendors, as most book popular wedding 
dates early.

This LGBTQ Wedding expo welcomes 
couples at all budget levels. Even if you 
are planning a smaller wedding, you can 
still hire some of the best LGBT-friendly 
professionals in the area.

Raffle tickets for prizes will be available 
three for a $5 donation. The first one hun-
dred visitors will be entered to win a $50 
Visa gift card to be awarded at the expo.

Tickets are free, but you must register 
to attend. Visit RainbowWeddingNetwork.
com and click “expos” at the top of the 
page to order tickets. t

Show Your Colors: 
Women’s Pride 

Fundraiser, 
April 21st

The Baltimore Pride 2018 Committee in-
vites you to attend “Show Your Colors,” 
the third annual women’s night out official 
Baltimore Pride fundraising event, on April 
21st at The Attic at Flavor (15 East Centre 
Street #2, Baltimore).

“We will be kicking off the Baltimore 
Pride fundraising season with this event,” 
said Chris Weis, Baltimore Pride 2018 

fundraising coordinator. “We’re excited to 
bring something new to the women of Bal-
timore and central Maryland this year by 
partnering with QueenEarth, Lez Link, and 
DJ Tezrah.”

From 7:30 to 9:30 pm, LezLink will co-
host a mixer with QueenEarth performing 
acoustic ballads and hors d’oeuvres. From 
9:30 pm to 2 am dance and party to the 
sounds of DJ Tezrah.

All the door cover goes to support Bal-
timore Pride, the largest fundraiser for the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender 
Community Center of Baltimore and Cen-
tral Maryland (GLCCB).

All Baltimore Pride and GLCCB events 
are open to everyone in the sexual and 
gender minority community, including al-
lies!

There’s a $10 cover for all night. You 
must be over 21 to attend. For more info, 
it’s Bit.ly/2GPu4bJ. t

GLSEN 24 Tour Hits 
B’more April 24th

Join the Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education 
Network (GLSEN) Maryland for the Balti-
more edition of their “24 Tour” at 6:30 pm 
on April 24th at the GLCCB community 
center (2530 North Charles Street).

The 24 Tour is a statewide listening 

neWs // LOCAL

Sun. through Tues. Closed
Wed. through Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m 

Hearts & Ears, Inc.
is a non-profit organization for Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender,
Intersex and Questioning individuals 

with mental health issues
and concerns.

We warmly welcome all sexual and
gender minorities.

611 PARK AVENUE SUITE A BALTIMORE, MD 21201 • 410-523-1694
heartsandears.org

Wellness and 
Recovery Center

Wellness and 
Recovery Center

tour that will stop in each of the 23 coun-
ties in Maryland and Baltimore to broad-
en GLSEN Maryland’s reach and under-
standing of the needs and experiences of 
LGBTQ youth in Maryland’s K-12 schools. 
They invite students, parents, educators, 
and concerned community members to 
join them. For more info on the Baltimore 
event, visit GLSEN Maryland’s Facebook 
event page at Bit.ly/2GKTaN4. For info 
about other locales, visit Facebook.com/
GLSENMaryland. t

Women’s New Moon 
Gathering

“For thousands of years women have been 
gathering at the time of the new moon to 
connect with each other and to honor the 
divine feminine energy that flows through 
creation,” say organizers of the Women’s 
New Moon Gathering. “In the Jewish cal-
endar, the new moon marks the beginning 
of a new month with its own distinct heal-

ing, challeng-
es, colors, 
and beyond.”

All fe-
ma le - i den t i -
fying, queer, 
trans, and 
gender non- 
c o n f o r m i n g 
people are 
welcomed at 

this month’s Women’s New Moon Gather-
ing in celebration of the month of Lyar, on 
April 16th from 6:30 to 9:30 pm. The lo-
cation has not yet been announced. One 
need not identify as Jewish to take part in 
the rituals.

Tea and snacks will be provided. Bring 
anything that makes you “feel holy,” say or-
ganizers, such as a prayer shawl, crystals. 
Bring a notebook if you like. ”You are en-
couraged to invite your holy sisters, moth-
ers, daughters, and friends.”

For more information visit the Facebook 
event page at Bit.ly/2GOexJr, or email coor-
dinator Shani Yael at symink93@gmail.com 
with questions or to receive updates. t

sheer lunacy! – New moon 
gathering , April 16th

‘i do!’ – Wedding extravaganza at the 
BWI Airport Marriott, April 22nd

lee johnson-lowe, coordinator of the first 
Maryland LGBT Chamber of Commerce 
Business Expo on March 28th

LGBT 
Biz Expo
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Beyond THe BelTWay

got angry after seeing “two men kissing.” 
Mateen, who pledged allegiance to ISIS 
before the shooting, was killed during 
the massacre. (Gay Star News – Joe 
morgan at https://www.gaystarnews.com/
article/confirmed-pulse-massacre-shoot-
er-not-gay-never-used-grindr/#gs.2Vrrc-
Jo)

Man had so 
many prostate 
orgasms that he 
couldn’t stop 

london, england – It is possible for 
someone with a prostate to orgasm by 
massaging it through their anus. But it’s an 
understudied phenomenon, and a British 
researcher who is interested in sex named 
Roy Levin has just published a review 
paper about it. At the paper’s center is a 
case study about a 63-year-old man with 
a normal prostate and high sex drive. He 
purchased an Aneros helix, a fancy butt 
plug, to massage his tender prostate after 
an infection. Combined with his daily pre-

scription of an erectile dysfunction and uri-
nary tract infection drug, the sex toy made 
the infection go away. But naturally, he 
also began having extreme orgasms of the 

“Super-O” category, says the paper. He felt 

Internet aw 
forces ISPs 
to censor sex 
content...

Washington, dC – The Electronic 
Frontier Foundation says March 21st was 
a dark day for the Internet. The US Senate 
just voted 97-2 to pass the Allow States 
and Victims to Fight Online Sex Trafficking 
Act (FOSTA, H.R. 1865), a bill that silenc-
es online speech by forcing Internet plat-
forms to censor their users. As lobbyists 
and members of Congress applaud them-

selves for enacting a law tackling the prob-
lem of trafficking, let’s be clear: Congress 
just made trafficking victims less safe, not 
more. 

FOSTA was combined with the Stop 
Enabling Sex Traffickers Act (SESTA, S. 
1693) to become SESTA / FOSTA. The 
combined bill undermines Section 230, 
the most important law protecting free 
speech online. Section 230 protects on-
line platforms from liability for some types 
of speech by their users. Without Section 
230, the Internet would look very differ-
ent. It’s likely that many of today’s online 
platforms would never have formed or 
received the investment they needed to 
grow and scale. Similarly, noncommercial 
platforms like Wikipedia and the Internet 
Archive likely wouldn’t have been founded 
given the high level of legal risk involved 
with hosting third-party content. Section 
230 does not shield platforms from liability 
from criminal law and civil suits across-the-
board. Rather, it strikes a careful balance 
between enabling the pursuit of justice 
and promoting free speech and innovation 
online: platforms can be held responsible 
for their own actions, and can still host us-
er-generated content without fear of broad 

legal liability. 
SESTA / FOSTA upends that balance, 

opening platforms to new criminal and civil 
liability at the state and federal levels for 
their users’ sex trafficking activities, in-
cluding trafficking that took place before 
the law passed. The bill also expands ex-
isting federal criminal law to target online 
platforms where sex trafficking content 
appears and expands federal prostitution 
law to cover those who use the Inter-
net to “promote or facilitate prostitution.” 
Many experts have chimed in to point out 
the danger that SESTA would put all sex 
workers, including those who are being 
trafficked. Sex workers themselves have 
spoken out too, explaining how online plat-
forms have literally saved their lives. In all 
of Congress’ deliberations on SESTA, no 
one spoke to the experiences of the sex 
workers that the bill will push off of the 
Internet and onto the dangerous streets. 
(electronic Frontier Foundation – elliot 
Harmon at eff.org//deeplinks/2018/03/
how-congress-censored-internet)

 … And it’s 
already 
happening! 
Craigslist drops 
personals

san Francisco – Popular classifieds 
site Craigslist announced on March 23rd 
that it will no longer be operating the site’s 
personals section. How come? This move 
is due to the United States Senate’s ap-
proval of new legislation to stop sex traf-
ficking. The legislation, called the Stop 
Enabling Sex Traffickers Act, would allow 
for a new provision of Section 230 of the 
1996 Communications Decency Act to let 
victims of sex trafficking sue the websites 
that facilitated their abuse. 

Now, when one attempts to view the 
personals section of Craigslist, they are 
redirected to the following message: Craig-
slist personals section announcement: 

“‘US Congress just passed HR 1865, FOS-
TA, seeking to subject websites to criminal 
and civil liability when third parties (users) 
misuse online personals unlawfully,” the 
statement reads. “Any tool or service can 
be misused. We can’t take such risk with-
out jeopardizing all our other services, so 
we are regretfully taking craigslist person-
als offline. Hopefully we can bring them 

back some day. To the millions of spouses, 
partners, and couples who met through 
Craigslist, we wish you every happiness!”

Craigslist was founded in 1995 by Craig 
Newmark. It became a web-based classi-
fieds service in 1996 for the San Francisco 
Bay Area. In 2000, the site began to ex-
pand to other US cities. It is now available 
in about 700 cities in 70 countries world-
wide. (Gay Star NewS – rafaella Gunz 
at https://www.gaystarnews.com/article/
craigslist-announces-closing-sites-person-
als-section/#gs.3Vsr=Pu)

Investigators: 
Pulse murderer 
not gay

orlando, Florida – Eighteen months 
after 49 people were killed at Pulse, a gay 
nightclub in Orlando, the shooter’s motiva-
tions have finally been made clear. Shortly 
after the massacre, many believed theo-
ries the mass murderer Omar Mateen was 
secretly gay. Conspiracy theories spread 
as fact saying the shooter had privately 
used Grindr and had been to Pulse sev-
eral times before. It was assumed Mateen 
targeted Pulse as it was a gay club. It was 
suggested this was motivated by his ha-
tred of his own homosexuality.

Investigators have confirmed there is 
no evidence he was a closeted gay man. 
They found nothing on his electronic de-
vices suggesting he was ever on Grindr. 
Instead, he looked at porn involving older 
women and had extramarital affairs with 
two women. There was also nothing in his 
internet history related to homosexuality. 
He did search, daily, about ISIS. 

Mateen had never been to Pulse. His 
original target was the Disney Springs 
shopping and entertainment complex. 
However, because the security was tight 
there, he decided to google “downtown 
Orlando nightclubs” an hour before the 
attack. He did not include “gay” or “LGBT” 
in the search. A security guard recalled 
Mateen asked where all the women were, 

“apparently in earnest,” in the minutes be-
fore he began the shooting. When he was 
informed it was a gay club, prosecutors 
say he may have considered this a “plus.” 
This means Mateen did not specifically 
go to Pulse to target the LGBT commu-
nity. However, there is reason to believe 
he was homophobic. He supported ISIS. 
His father, an FBI informant currently un-
der criminal investigation, said his son 

compiled by Jim becker

omar mateen – Pulse killer didn’t target gays
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ficers would make members of the LGBTQ 
community feel unsafe. Chief Mark Saun-
ders says in a statement that he hopes 
the move “will be received as a concrete 
example” of the fact that he is listening 
closely to the community’s concerns.

The announcement comes a day after 
Pride Toronto and other LGBTQ commu-
nity groups posted an open letter online 
asking police to withdraw from the parade. 
Pride Toronto executive director Olivia 
Nuamah says the organization wants po-
lice to better communicate with the com-
munity rather than focus on participating 
in the summer parade.

Nuamah notes that the force’s han-
dling of several high-profile deaths 
connected to the city’s gay village, in-
cluding the disappearances of six men 
allegedly murdered by an accused serial 
killer, have shaken the community’s rela-
tions with police. (MoNtreal Gazette- at 
montrealgazette.com/news/pride-toron-
to-wants-police-to-talk-to-lgbtq-communi-
ty-rather-plan-to-march-in-parade/wcm/
d1a97cff-71dd-4ef3-be71-33fcab683fc0)

ing motorist on March 26th, although of-
ficials say they are not certain the crash 
occurred that day. The bodies of married 
couple Jennifer and Sara Hart, both 38, 
were found in the 2003 GMC Yukon with 
their seatbelts on. The bodies of three of 
the couple’s six adopted children – Mark-
is, 19, Jeremiah, 14, and Abigail, 14 – also 
were found in the car but were not wearing 
seatbelts. Three children – Hannah, 16, 
Devonte, 15 and Sierra, 12 – remain miss-
ing, and a massive search of the area was 
underway. The family last lived in Wash-
ington state and before that in Oregon.

The crash came as the couple faced 
another in a series of child abuse inves-
tigations. The Washington State Depart-
ment of Social and Health Services said 
CPS opened an investigation into the Hart 
family March 23 after being notified by a 
neighbor who said at least one child had 
claimed the parents were withholding food 
as punishment. Complaints date back to 
2008, and in 2010 Sarah Hart pleaded 
guilty to domestic assault involving at least 
one of the children. She was sentenced 
to 90 days in jail but wasn’t required to 
serve time under terms of her probation. 
t (USa today – John bacon at usatoday.
com/story/news/nation/2018/04/05/sher-
iff-suv-crash-killed-california/488649002)

Beyond THe BelTWay

Erika is “married” to the Eiffel Tower in Par-
is, whom she believes to be a woman. Erika 
traveled from San Francisco to “marry” the 
tower in a commitment ceremony in 2007, 
however she also has intimate relationships 
with a bow, that helped her become a world-
class archer, and a piece of fence she likes 
to keep in her bedroom. Amanda Liberty, a 
33-year-old woman from Leeds, England, 
fell in love with a chandelier she named Lu-

miere. Linda Ducharme 
married her “husband,” 
Bruce, in 2013 after a 
30-year relationship full 
of ups and downs, lit-
erally. Bruce is a Fer-
ris wheel. Last year 
Irishwoman Aman-
da Teague married a 

300-year-old Haitian ghost pirate 
named Jack Teague who died by execution 
in the 18th century. Los Angeles-based Aar-
on Chervenak eloped to Las Vegas to marry 
his smartphone after developing a deep and 
emotional relationship with the device. 

However, Chris Sevier was denied the 
right to marry his laptop by a federal judge 
in Utah because he was not actually in 
love with the computer, but was, in fact, at-
tempting to make a mockery of same-sex 
marriage. Sevier had argued that marrying 
someone of the same sex is comparable 
to marrying his laptop, and has filed similar 
lawsuits in several other states, in an ap-
parent attempt to overturn the US Supreme 
Court’s Obergefell v. Hodges ruling that 
made same-sex marriage legal nationwide. 
All of this has prompted early post-Stonewall 
activist David Thorstad to comment, “Mar-
riage and insanity come together with this 
form of psychosis. The LGBT crowd now 
needs to add “OS” (objectum sexuals) to 
its already idiotic and endless list of sexual 
identities. So, this is what the middle-class 
push for same-sex marriage has opened up: 
people ‘coming out’ as marriage partners 
to Ferris wheels, the Eiffel Tower (a lesbian 
marriage), their smartphones, chandeliers, 
ghost pirates.... You couldn’t make this stuff 
up.” (rt News at rt.com/news/422203-peo-
ple-married-inanimate-objects)

them everywhere – his penis, his anus, his 
pelvis, and his perineum (the place between 
the anus and the scrotum). He became ad-
dicted. And soon, he was able to rewire his 
brain so that lying flat and putting on a con-
dom was enough to get him off, no butt plug 
required. 

This man found that while the orgasms 
were extremely enjoyable at the time, he 
could easily spend too much time experi-
encing them. It has proved difficult to stop 
experiencing these orgasms and ‘unwire’ 
himself back to normal. Eventually, the man 
figured he should go back to masturbating 
and having regular sex. He still had up to 
10 non-stimulatory orgasms before ejaculat-
ing during these encounters, but was able to 
stop having these random orgasms for a few 
months at a time.

There are few papers about prostate or-
gasms. These orgasms “appear to be more 
powerful and pleasurable” than penile or-
gasms, writes Levin. “There have been no 
published laboratory-conducted investiga-
tions of the orgasms induced by prostate 
stimulation alone.” And Levin thinks it is 
time for scientists to fill these gaps in our 
knowledge. “Why, for an obvious example, 
have we still not had any brain imaging of 
prostate-stimulated orgasms so that we can 
compare them with penile orgasms?” Levin 
writes. “Who will lead the challenge?” (Giz-
modo.com at Gizmodo.com/man-had-so-
many-prostate-orgasms-he-couldnt-stop-
accor-1821441931)

Can ‘OS’ 
be coming 
to ‘LGBTQ’ 
alphabet soup? 

Berlin – One woman’s inanimate object 
is another’s one true love. At least that’s the 
case for the growing number of “objectum 
sexuals,” i.e. people who fall in love with and 
often marry what most deem to be an insig-
nificant other. These people identify as “ob-
jectum sexuals” or objectophiles and believe 
their love is reciprocated by telepathic com-
munication. Many OS people view Swed-
ish-born Eija-Riitta as a pioneer for their 
people after she married the Berlin Wall in 
1979 and officially changed her name to Ei-
ja-Riitta Berliner-Mauer. She is also credited 
with naming the sexuality, according to an 
online group set up to connect people who 
identify as OS.

No prizes for guessing the partner of 
Erika La Tour Eiffel. As her name reflects, 

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of BaltiMore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

no welcome mat for cops at Toronto Pride

doomed family – did lesbian moms 
drive kids off cliff?

Police agree not to 
march in Toronto 
Pride Parade

Toronto, ontario – the montreal Ga-
zette reports that Toronto police say they 
will withdraw their application to march in 
the city’s Pride parade after event orga-
nizers said the presence of uniformed of-

Death of lesbian 
couple and three 
children may be 
crime

mendocino County, California – uSa 
today reports that a mysterious crash that 
killed at least five family members when 
an SUV raced off a scenic Northern Cali-
fornia cliff and slammed onto rocks along 
the Pacific Ocean below was intentional 
and criminal, authorities say. “I’m to the 
point where I no longer am calling this 
an accident; I’m calling it a crime,” Men-
docino County Sheriff Tom Allman said 
Wednesday on HLN’s Crime & Justice with 
Ashleigh Banfield. The vehicle’s software 
indicated the SUV stopped at a scenic 
pull-over area, then roared at speeds of up 
to 90 mph before plunging more than 100 
feet into the Pacific Ocean.

The wreck was discovered by a pass-
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
The Volunteer of the Month Award was 

created to honor volunteers who are reli-
able, helpful, and dedicated to helping the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender 
Community Center of Baltimore and Cen-
tral Maryland (GLCCB) achieve its mission.

Each month, a “Volunteer of the Month” 
is selected by the GLCCB Staff. The winner 
will be highlighted in Baltimore OutLOUD 
Newspaper and on our Facebook page as 
the GLCCB’s Volunteer of the Month and 
presented with a $25 Gift Card.

 
Criteria

• All who have served in a volunteer ca-
pacity within the calendar month are eligi-
ble for the award.

• The volunteer upholds the values and 
mission of the GLCCB.

• The volunteer displays consistent 
adherence to their chosen schedule: vol-
unteers should arrive on time and check 
in with a GLCCB staff member to receive 
instructions.

• The volunteer has a cooperative at-
titude & contributes to the Center’s suc-
cess.

• The volunteer has demonstrated out-
standing contributions to the Center & 
went above and beyond expectations.

• The volunteer has helped build com-
munity capacity by encouraging others, in 
helping them to achieve their potential. 

The GLCCB is proud to acknowledge 
Dolores Velez (affectionately known as 
“Mama D”) as our first GLCCB Volunteer of 
the Month.  Mama D has been a consistent, 
hard-working volunteer at the Center since 
early 2016. Currently, she is in charge of 
our volunteer-led initiative, the Shawnna 
Alexander Helping Hands Clothing Closet.

 
What inspires your work with the GLC-

CB? 
 
First, it was my daughter Jennifer Eden. 

I had so much to make up for that I thought 
this was a good way to show my support. As 
I continued to volunteer I fell in love with the 
people, the stories and the feeling of their love 
as we grew together. I learn more each and 
every day.  

 
What is your favorite thing about volun-

teering for the GLCCB?

I can’t pick just one! Mainly the people and 
knowing they feel my love for them. I love 
what the GLCCB does for the community, the 
variety of programs available. I’ve also been 
able to help at every Giovanni’s Room Open 
Mic since it started.  I want to be a part of the 
GLCCB as long as possible and share in its 
love and commitment to the community

 
Tell us about your work with the Helping 

Hands Clothing Closet. 
 
Helping Hands Clothing Closet is where I 

started. I began volunteering when the GL-
CCB was in the process of moving from the 
Waxter Center building to the new location on 
Charles Street. I helped out by sorting, fold-
ing and packing things to transport. After the 
move, I wanted to see what the Clothing Clos-
et was all about and now I always want to be a 
part of what it represents to the community - a 
warm jacket, treating everyone with love as 
they come in to find something special, and 
making sure they have toiletries and food. All 
of these things are really important to me. I 
am so happy to do everything I can - with the 
help of other amazing volunteers - to help as 
many folks as possible each month. The Help-
ing Hands Clothing Closet has been great for 
our GLCCB family members and even greater 
for me!

GLCCB Volunteer of the 
Month Award - March 2018

Dolores Velez 
(affectionately known as “Mama D”)
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THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

Events Calendar: April 2018
Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays

04/15

Narcotics Anonymous 
[NA] 
11:00am – 1:00pm

04/22

Narcotics Anonymous 
[NA] 
11:00am – 1:00pm

04/16

Youth Against Oppression 
(YAO)
4:00pm-6:00pm

04/23

Helping Hands Clothing 
Closet
1:00pm – 5:00pm

Youth Against Oppression 
(YAO)
4:00pm-6:00pm

04/17

Teen Art Group
5:30pm – 7:30pm

Poetry Workshop 
7:30pm – 9:30pm ($5 sug-
gested donation)

SILhouette – Spiritually 
In-tune Lesbians 
7:30pm – 9:30pm

04/24

Teen Art Group
5:30pm – 7:30pm

Meet for a Cause Meet & 
Greet
6:00pm – 8:00pm

New Volunteer Orientation
6:30pm – 8:30pm

04/18
Mankind Project
6:45pm – 8:45pm

Sexual Compulsives Anony-
mous [SCA]
7:00pm – 8:00pm

04/25
Mankind Project
6:45pm – 8:45pm

Sexual Compulsives Anony-
mous [SCA]
7:00pm – 8:00pm

FreeState Justice Legal 
Clinic
4:30pm – 6:30pm

Vogue Practice with STAR 
TRACK
6:30pm – 9:30pm 

04/19

Baltimore Trans-Masculine 
Alliance 
6:30pm – 9:00pm

04/26 

Meet for a Cause Dance 
Fitness 
5:00pm – 9:00pm

Sistahs of Pride – Wom-
en’s Group
7:00pm – 9:00pm

04/13

Crystal Meth Anonymous 
[CMA]
6:30pm – 8:30pm

Breaking Bread/BMX 
6:30pm – 10:00pm

04/20

Crystal Meth Anonymous 
[CMA]
6:30pm – 8:30pm

Healing BMore Activists 
6:30pm – 8:30pm

04/27

Crystal Meth Anonymous 
[CMA]
6:30pm – 8:30pm

Breaking Bread/BMX
6:30pm – 10:00pm

Trans Outreach Night 
Initiative
11:00pm – 2:00am

04/14

MOCHA Men’s Group 
4:00pm – 7:00pm

04/21

Rainbow Families Potluck 
11:00am – 3:00pm

1. Opening activities 
a. Call to order [Jabari]
6:45pm 
b. Roll call [Kayla]
Present
1. Jabari Lyles
2. Vanna Belton 
3. Lorena De Leon 
4. Kayla Tullis
5. David Sugar
6. Chris Weis 
7. Anthony McCarthy 
Absent 
1. Merrick Moses 

2. Approval of last month’s meeting minutes [Jabari/Kayla]
$100,000 for ViiV 
YAR Grant 2,660

3. Reports

a. Programs [Kenneth]
Program committee is meeting every Tuesday Time TBD
610 people came through the building (600-650 is the goal)
Increased to 2-3 programs Saturday and Sunday
Increase of case load has become a challenge and trying to close 
or hand off cases 

b. Finance/Treasurer [Mimi, Lorena, Chris S.]
Expenses are outpacing income
We have a significant of outstanding liabilities 
PRIDE bills that have not been collected on by city 
The last audit was in 2011 but it is an annual requirement 
3 proposal from audit firms 
Reinstating our MD nonprofit membership
Any future recommendations for income and funding will go 
through the finance committee 
Mimi and Chris S. have reached out to outstanding liabilities 
Discrepancy of 10,000 between us and city dynamics 
$26,000/$16,000

Police Invoice that shows as open for 12,146.27k, Aug 2015, that 
we paid from 2016, made an inquiry to the police for the overtime 
pay 
Open Invoice with the City but not sure what it’s for 14,475.30 
(12/08/2016)
Police invoice for Pride 2017 has been paid 11,444.72
There are people who owe but we will talk about it in closed session 
Do a financial review for 2016 and full audit for 2017 
A review is $4500-5000 

4. Committee Reports

a. Pride [Mimi]
New sponsorship package by marketing and communications 
committee
Finalizing local entertainment 
Events is working on doing some outreach 
Next week selecting for the Art Theme 
April is the designated date for the ICE meeting, with the city 
departments 
One change is we will be working with the Charles North and Old 
Goucher community associations
Board can send out sponsorship to anyone we know 
b. Development [Chris W./Lorena]
No report 
Time frame on the board getting the agenda, it has been agreed 
upon a week (agenda, materials, etc.) 
Email Kayla with suggestions 
c. By-Laws [Merrick, Chris W., David]
We looked at ours and then looked at 3 other LGBT centers (LA, 
Champagne, etc)
Seemed that our bylaws are very in depth, more than other centers 
Started like the MD Nonprofits sample bylaws but seemed that we 
ended trying to solve operational problems within the bylaws 
For the document that was sent out to the board, anything in yellow 
is an edit to the MD Nonprofit version
1. Red, something we think we should take out
2. Blue, special circumstance because there is a board member 
who is engaged to a staff member, there is a understanding that if 
any staff issues come up that board member will step aside 
3. Failure to miss three meetings would remove you, it is highlight-
ed in yellow because they think it should change to review their 
status 
4. Regular board meetings monthly but other centers meet quarterly 
5. They are proposing that their board development committee/gov-
ernance committee. They would manage policy/procedures. Make 
sure the bylaws are being implemented. 

6. Executive Officer should be changed to executive director 
7. Short term goal to get something done and approved and long 
term goal of looking at how the board functions to see where we 
need policies 
8. Plan to give feedback within two weeks and vote next meeting 
9. Chris thinks priority be a Third-party contract policy 
10. Jabari suggests we have a call to have a robust conversation 
about the bylaws, we can start emailing now and take it from there 

5. Old business

a. Leadership Council/Advisory Council [Jabari]
Community advisory board was supposed to meet but couldn’t find 
a time for everyone to talk.
Kenneth and Jabari talked about membership and community 
voices, these are just thoughts 
If membership was reinstated we didn’t want it to be a financial wall. 
You could pay the membership and get on the community advisory 
board. 
They would meet quarterly and evaluate the center based on 
strategic goals 
Give us a report card to the community 
Participate in the town halls 
Seen as a pathway to join the board committees 
Committee chair can appoint someone who is not a member 
Allow them to select their own leadership 
Finance would stay anonymous 
Committee will have their own set of bylaws 
ED would make themselves available for the meetings
They would be a non-voting member on our board
They can vote on a pride co-chair from the community 
Small group come together to meet about the notes
Applications in end April first meeting July 1
Anthony doesn’t think that a treasurer is needed because it will be 
kept track by the center 
Community member said they think it is an amazing start from them 
hearing what the community has been saying 
Lorena suggests that they have participation in the community 
survey
Bill wants to know where the board stands on community having a 
say in who sits on the board
Committee will continually evaluate the gaps and flaws of the 
organization 
b. Annual report [Jabari]
Directors have identified a professional for the annual report 
Quote of $400 for the graphics, $1,500 overall budget, will come 
out the BCF grant 

Annual report will include a financial report 
1. Snapshot of 2016 and full report of 2017 
Talk about the programs and activities 
Meeting next week with the consultant to go over the exact quote 
Also, getting another quote to compare 
Kenneth invited anyone to join him 
Want to capture all the giving, like volunteers
Not ready to give a timeline 

6. New business
a. Consideration for new board member- A. Rancier
On the board for MD LGBT Chamber of Commerce
Employment Attorney 
She has legal expertise being an attorney 
Thinks she can pull in some funding 

7. Upcoming Events
Starting in the spring, April 12th, there will be an LGBT Kickball 
league on Thursday evenings in Hampden, 21+ that is open to the 
public. Week 6 is fundraising week for the GLCCB.

Black Voice is honoring 
J. Pope
Kalimah Young, founder of Star Trek 
Carlton Smith, CBE
Jamie Alexander B. Tran Alliance
Cody Lopez
Kevie Smith- Joyner 
Feb 23rd 5:30 doors, 6-8pm Impact Hub, BMX sponsoring along 
with us 
Artivism Day, bring 250 artists together on how artist can make 
Baltimore a safer place, March 4th, Impact hub 5-8pm 
The mayor is looking to add members to her LGBT Commission 
Anthony, Servants Spirit is having a LGBTQ Conference May 4th 
and 5th, LGBTQ leaders across the state 
March 17th, we are doing a partnership with Rainbow Families, 
having a brunch
April we are having the democratic runners for the governor’s race, 
Town Hall 

8. Public Comments
Article in outload reviewing a board member 
Board needs to answer the questions that Mimi sent out 
Anthony moved that we adjourn 
Lorena second the motion
Adjourned at 9:16pm

February 13, 
2018 minutes
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keeping score. I will beat you, bad-
ly, and then I will smile and tell you 
what a good player you are.

Jon won’t play ping-pong with 
me. But he’s oh-so-eager with a text 
to invite me to the racquetball court. 
We began this misery because I’m 
now in my late 50s – closer to 70 
than to 40, as occurred to me late 
one night just prior to a full-on ex-
istential meltdown – and I’ve been 
forced to the conclusion that cardio 
exercise is more appropriate for a 
man of my age than lifting weights.

I mistakenly called it “aerobic” ex-
ercise once, to Jon, and he laughed and 
asked if I was enrolled in jazzercise class-
es. Jon is very annoying. He’s in his early 
40s, so time is about to have its way with 
him, by God.

I came late to the gym scene, in my 30s. 
Once it had become clear that the HIV I 
have lived with since I was 24 wasn’t going 
to kill me as quickly as I had feared, I hired 
a trainer and, with a questionable helping 
of steroids and testosterone injections, be-
came the muscled gay ideal, dancing the 
night away at circuit parties. The muscles 
and the nightlife were my ruin, in time, 
but that’s another story.

Anyway, Jon wins every game, and I 

am left 
gasping and furious at my own 

decrepitude and failure to make this shot 
or that, often pausing a game to smash my 
racquet against the cement walls of the 
court.

These angry outbursts don’t bother 
Jon. He waits patiently until I’ve calmed 
down or tried to reassemble my bent rac-
quet, and then he serves again, just as 
hard as the last time, in a smug matter-of-
fact way that reeks of victor privilege and 
forty-somethingness.

Jon doesn’t say much, not ever, really. 
I suppose, then, that I should appreciate 
his few words of support, telling me after 
a game that “we had some good volleys,” 
before he coaxes me to the water fountain 

because he insists I need to stay 
hydrated. It’s nice of him to watch 
out for me. He says he knows 
CPR, when the time comes.

I don’t want Jon to let me win. 
That would infuriate me even 
more. So, I play, again and again, 
and measure my spiritual fitness 
against my response to anoth-
er crushing defeat. Sometimes I 
am philosophical about it. It’s all 
good. Calories are burned.

My friend Doug gave me two racquets 
for Christmas this year, knowing the tragic 
end of my equipment in the past. Very fun-
ny of him. Doug doesn’t even play. I think 
he believes that, if there is an activity that 
is actually teaching me humility, it should 
be supported at all costs.

I might argue that the ego of this aging 
queen is already being cut down to size, 
thanks, but life lessons go beyond simply 
getting older, even if they are discreet. 

There is something to learn from losing a 
game, not just once but always, and from 
an opponent whom you claim to hate but 
who has actually become a close friend, in 
spite of it and because of so many things. 
It’s possible to love the friend who has a 
competitive nature equal to yours, who ex-
ercises it with ruthless consistency.

Jon wants to play racquetball today. I 
am going to take a deep breath, and I am 
going to show up.

Mark
PS – My Fabulous Disease was just 

nominated for a third GLAAD Media 
Award in the category of Outstanding 
Blog. Speaking of losing, I have never won 
a GLAAD award, either (although the ad-
age is true: it’s an honor to be nominated). 
But GLAAD judges, if you are reading this, 
there are lessons to be learned from actu-
ally winning something after a few losses, 
too. Don’t you think? Winners will be an-
nounced this spring. t

THinkinG ouTloud

Racquetball as 
an Exercise in

Humility
My friend Jon is a gracious winner, as well 
he should be. He’s had a lot of practice. 
During the months we have been playing 
racquetball together, I have never won a 
game. Not one.

I hate Jon so much.
I like to play games I can win, which is 

why I have a ping-pong table in the base-
ment and will invite anyone who visits to 
play a game. I’m a great ping-pong player. 
If you say you haven’t played in years or 
that you aren’t very good, I will talk you into 
a friendly game anyway and yes, we will be 

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous

 jon, left, celebrates 
another victory

“Once it had become 
clear that the HIV I 

have lived with since I 
was 24 wasn’t going to 
kill me as quickly as 
I had feared, I hired a 

trainer.”

410-727-1112  •  chasecourt.com
1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD

Owned and Operated by David Egan, 
wedding columnist for BaltimoreOUTloud.
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By mark seGal
Is Vice President Mike Pence a closeted, 
deep-in-self-hate raging homo? 

Is that self-hate so intolerable for him 
that he’s become the commander in chief 
at the White House in pushing the most 
homophobic agenda since McCarthy’s 
un-American hearings in the 1950s and 
the George W. Bush anti gay-marriage re-
election bid? 

When they witness a rabid homophobe, 
many people in our community believe that 
they’re acting out due to their own sexu-
ality issues. I’ve never subscribed to that 
point of view, but Mike Pence is about to 
change my position. 

Like you, I’ve heard the rumors that 
he went through conversion therapy, and 
that’s why his wife is almost attached to 
him at the dinner table, but I’m still not 
completely won over to this view as yet. 
But hey, I’m getting there.

In my years of activism, I’ve dealt with 
almost every kind of political being and 
their position, both pro and con, but never 
have I seen a man so full of hate trying to 
push an anti-LGBT agenda in almost every 
department in the federal government – as 

VP Mike Pence is on My Radar, Wonder Why?
though it were personal.

Guess I could prove the point by listing 
all the anti-gay Republican elected officials 
who work against our community, but that 
list is longer than my 
column allows. But 
maybe a few to re-
fresh your memory: 
The former Alabama 
Attorney General 
Troy King, former 
Idaho Sen. Larry 
Craig, a gaggle of 
congressmen such 
as Mark Foley … 
and that would only 
be the beginning. 

We know the ho-
mophobic push in 
the White House is 
driven by Pence since we’ve heard it in the 
president’s own words. 

Pence was the one who brought in 
some of the most homophobic people in 
the administration. Trump has no ideology, 
so he gave Pence the crumbs he wants 
for being his lap dog, and Trump also gets 
brownie points with his right-wing base. 

// MARK MY WORDS

“When they witness a 
rabid homophobe, many 

people believe that 
they’re acting out due 
to their own sexuality 

issues. I’ve never 
subscribed to that view, 
but Mike Pence is about 
to change my position.”

Someone I’ve worked with worked for 
a while in the Trump White House, so I 
asked him about my theory. 

All he would do was roll his eyes.
There was a “Sat-

urday Night Live” 
joke that went like 
this: Donald Trump 
looking around af-
ter everyone in a 
room talks about 
all his misdeeds, 
and they suggest 
that he might be im-
peached. Trump re-
sponds, “That’s why 
I picked Mike Pence 
as my vice president 
– he’s my insurance 
policy.” 

Jokes aside, insurance doesn’t mat-
ter. Either way, the LGBT community is 
screwed. t 

mark Segal is publisher of Philadel-
Phia Gay NewS. His new memoir aNd theN i 
daNced is out now. this was first published 
in the PhiladelPhia iNqUirer. Whatta mess – VP Mike Pence: 

closeted, deep-in-self-hate raging homo?
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you honor through these efforts?
HIV and AIDS has affected the lives of 

far too many people in Baltimore and be-
yond. In my mind, each step I take 

during the AIDS 
Walk & Run in Bal-
timore is reflective 
of one more person 
helped.

in your view, 
how significant 
is the need in 
Baltimore for in-
creased aware-
ness of HiV and 
aids testing and 
treatment?

Very signifi-
cant, especially in 
the gay communi-
ty, with gay males 
representing the 
majority of new 
infections. While 
the number of 
new cases has 
decreased over 
the years, there 
are so many op-
tions available 

now that these numbers should be much 
lower. Chase Brexton has programs to 
help everyone, regardless of their financial 
situation, to receive testing, treatment, or 
PrEP and prevent the spread of this dis-
ease.

Why should others get involved and 
sign up for aids Walk & run Baltimore?

To help increase awareness around 
the need to get tested, get treatment, and 
take preventative measures. More so, to 
end the stigma around the disease. It’s 
possible that in the next generation, we 
could completely stop any new infections. 

To sign up for the AIDS Walk & Run 
Baltimore and register your team, visit Bal-
timoreaidswalk.org. t

qualiTy oF liFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Why I Support AIDS Walk 
& Run Baltimore: Shawn Carrick
By sHaron CooPer-kerr
chase brexton Health care
Teams are forming now for the AIDS 
Walk & Run Baltimore on Sunday, May 6th 
at the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore, and com-
petition is heating up!

One of the first teams assembled in-
cludes Shawn Carrick, who will 
participate in the 
event for a fourth 
year. Last year, 
Shawn achieved his 
personal goal of rais-
ing more than $750 
for Chase Brexton 
Health Care’s HIV 
outreach and testing 
programs. He’s upped 
that goal for this year 
to $1,000, and has al-
ready raised $400!

Shawn shared 
some of his reasons 
for participating in the 
AIDS Walk with us.

Why do you sup-
port aids Walk & run 
Baltimore?

The AIDS Walk & 
Run in Baltimore brings attention to the 
prevalence of HIV in Baltimore, but more 
importantly, it calls on those who are at risk 
to get tested and to get treatment. Funds 
raised through this event improve access 
to HIV testing and education for those who 
might not have a network of support. 

year after year, you’ve been one of 
the first people to sign up for the event. 

What drives you to get so involved?
Each year, I hear of people finding out 

that they are infected with HIV. With test-
ing, PrEP, and treatment as prevention, 
this could be prevented. I participate in 
this event every year because I know that 
preventative measures and stopping the 
stigma associated with HIV are the keys to 
stopping the spread of this disease.

is there someone in particular who 
has been affected by HiV or aids who 

shawn Carrick –  ‘Each 
year, I hear of people finding 
out that they are infected 
with HIV. With testing, PrEP, 
and treatment as prevention, 
this could be prevented.’

Mark your calendars for May 6th, 
at the Maryland Zoo

“It’s possible that in 
the next generation, we 
could completely stop 
any new infections.”

mind without sex? Literature is full of de-
scriptions of looking into the beloved’s 
eyes and losing oneself in the pool of ab-
solute intoxication. So yes. 

With any situation that creates an is-
sue in a relationship, I look at how to re-
solve the problem, and how to bring the 
connection to a better place. Let’s set 
aside the possibility of illness or physical 
concerns. What if your sweetheart no lon-
ger wants to be close? What if you don’t? 
It doesn’t help to get judgmental about 
it or start the blame game if you want to 
improve your life. So, the first step to sit 
down and openly discuss what is going on. 
In other columns in this publication, I have 
referred to “I-statements.” That is crucial. 
Present the concern as your being worried 
about it. Hopefully that will make it possi-
ble to understand the dynamics of what is 

going on. Sometimes it is 
a misunderstanding that 
has been internalized, 
never discussed so it has 
festered. Other times, 
it is some behavior or 
habit of your beloved 
that is annoying, but you 
haven’t been able to ac-
cept it or keep taking it 
personally. Or yes, it is 
something that annoys 
you. Bring it up. Accep-
tance of one another 
is the key to a strong 
connection. None of 
us likes to hear what 
gets to another person 
as bothersome but if 
there is trust that you 
care about each oth-

er, you would want to change 
the behavior so as not to continue the irri-
tation, and vice versa.

Relationships grow and blossom with 
sunlight, and wither and mold in darkness, 
just like in nature.  t

No Sex in 
Relationship?

Increasingly, I hear from couples that after 
the initial few years, the sex drive of one or 
the other starts to wane and then comes a 
period of feelings of rejection on the party 
that wants more and pressure on the one 
who wants less. What is going on? I have 
met people who hav-
en’t been physically 
intimate in years. Of 
course, it’s possible 
that there may be 
physical issues or ill-
ness that prompt this 
kind of a situation. 
Regardless of what 
the reasons are, some 
of which may bring on 
more resentment than 
the others, how do you 
deal with this?

Sexual interaction 
is not only a health is-
sue but it also allows 
us to re-connect with 
one another, to not only 
feel close physically but 
also emotionally. Our 
hormones, oxytocin and others, create 
that “glue” that gives us the warmth and 
stability of being together, and highlight 
the feeling of being in love. Is it possible 
to have those same feelings and state of 

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.
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Dear Dr. Eva,
My best friend lost his lover of many 

years last September. Since then I’ve no-
ticed he has become increasingly forgetful. 
What are the early signs of dementia? And 
what can I do to help my friend?

MC

Dear MC,
Although physical problems should be 

considered, memory loss in a person who 

Memory 
Problems 
in a Grieving 

Friend

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

is grieving is most often a sign of depres-
sion, not of mental deterioration (demen-
tia) like Alzheimer’s disease. Memory loss 
as the main feature of depression is com-
mon enough that there is a specific term 
for it, “pseudo-dementia.” 

Depression is not always seen as sad-
ness or tearfulness. Especially in men, 
depression can appear as apathy, which 
is an overall a loss of interest in life, or 
anhedonia, not being able to experience 
pleasure. Ask your friend what he finds en-
joyable these days. If he cannot think of 
anything, or if he no longer enjoys things 
as much as he used to, he is most like-
ly depressed. Ask him if he has any sex 
drive. Loss of sex drive is common during 
the first stages of grief, but if sexual inter-
est has not begun to return by 9 months 
after the loss, depression is likely. 

Another way to tell dementia and de-
pression apart is to look for the physical 
changes that are part of depression and 
are not usually part of dementia. These 
include loss of appetite, slowing down of 
movement and speaking, and sleep prob-
lems, especially early morning awakening.

Prolonged grief is a type of depression, 
and it responds to the same treatments as 
other types of depression. Attending a sup-

qualiTy oF liFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Roland Park Place – Baltimore City’s only certified Continuing 
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NEW GROWTH ON
WEST 40TH STREET.

port group for widowers can be very help-
ful. Making an effort to see friends and get-
ting back into activities that were enjoyed 
in the past can be difficult or even painful, 
but over time this will speed up recovery. 
Regular, mild exercise like 30 minutes of 
walking, swimming or bicycling five days 
a week will release endorphins, brain 
chemicals which relieve 
depression. If these 
self-help measures do 
not lead to improvement 
in a few weeks, your 
friend should see his 
doctor for evaluation.

Medical evaluation 
usually includes tests for 
the many medical condi-
tions that can cause mem-
ory loss. These include 
blood tests for anemia, thy-
roid disease, vitamin B12 
and folate deficiency, liver 
and kidney disease, and 
syphilis and HIV tests if risk 
factors are identified. A men-
tal status exam, which is a se-
ries of simple memory tests, is 
done. All medicines the person 
is taking, including herbs, vitamins and 
over-the-counter treatments, are reviewed 
to see if they could be affecting memory. 

Possible use of alcohol or non-prescribed 
drug use is discussed, because substance 
abuse affects memory. CT or MRI imaging 
of the brain is sometimes recommended. If 

no specific cause is found, treatment with 
anti-depressants or with a medication for 
early dementia may be recommended.

A final possibility to consider is wheth-
er your friend’s partner may have been 
helping him to hide his mem-
ory loss. 

O f t e n , 
partners of people with mild 

memory loss find ways to be helpful with 
memory prompts and reminders. This can 
happen so naturally that the couple does 
not realize the partner has taken on this 
role. Once the partner is gone, the memory 
loss becomes visible to others. 

Your friend is fortunate to have friends 
like you who care for him. I want to stress 
again that depression is the most likely 
cause of his apparent memory loss, and 
evaluation for depression should be done 
before any extensive medical workup for 
dementia.  t

eva Hersh, md, is a baltimore fami-
ly physician. Please send questions and 
comments to her by email at dr.eva@balti-
moreoutloud.com
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“Consider whether your 
friend’s partner may 

have been helping him 
to hide his memory 

loss.”
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hoe manages to mix the humor with the heart 
very well, never making anything feel terribly 
unbalanced. The film’s subject benefits great-
ly by having a female director at the helm, 
giving the film a bit more heart than a male di-
rector might (although she doesn’t shy away 
from objectifying a couple of the male cast 
members, while keeping Gina Gershon rela-

tively covered during 
a playful sex scene). 
The adult cast is also 
terrific, balancing 
both aspects of the 
story, handling some 
of the more slapstick 
comedy with aplomb 
while projecting total 
parental love for their 
kids. The girls are 
also terrific with Adlon 
(daughter of Pamela 

Adlon) the real standout as Sam, given her 
more complicated story.

If there’s anything wrong with blockers, 
it’s the trailer that sells the whole movie as 
some sort of slapstick comedy from start to 
finish (and even includes scenes that are 
nowhere to be found in the finished movie). 
Yeah, it’s got that but it has some real heart-
felt moments throughout as well, putting this 
a notch above the typical R-rated “teen sex 
comedy.” Thanks to a great cast, sharp writ-
ing and solid, balanced direction, blockers 
has turned out to better than expected. t

Blockers Has Laughs and Heart
isn’t quite ready to let her blossom into 
the young woman she’s becoming. Sam 
(Gideon Adlon) has the toughest time 
with the prom not only because her par-
ents (played by Ike Barinholtz and June 

Diane Raphael) are di-
vorced, but because 
she has a secret. But 
Julie has decided that 
prom night will be the 
night she loses her 
virginity, and Kayla 
and Sam jump on the 
bandwagon. But ac-
cidentally leaving her 
laptop open, Lisa, 
Mitchell and Hunter 
learn about the girls’ 
#sexpact2018 and 
launch an offensive 

to keep their daughters from making 
a big mistake.

blockers may not be everyone’s 
cup of tea, but it does deliver the 
laughs, and they’re mostly of the 
raunch variety courtesy of the adults in their 
quest to track down their daughters, follow-

By CHuCk dunCan
It’s been a while since we’ve seen a good 
R-rated sex comedy and blockers comes 
along at just the right time to deliver some 
big laughs and a bit of a message. With prom 
season looming, parents may 
– or may not – want to give 
this movie a look, depending 
on how liberal you are when it 
comes to your kids.

blockers begins on the 
eve of a senior prom with 
three girls – who we see 
in a cute montage bonding 
over the years – preparing 
for the big event. While they 
decide who to take and what 
to wear, their parents deal, in 
their own way, with the reali-
ty of their daughters growing 
up and getting ready to fly the coop. This is 
particularly hard for single mom Lisa (Leslie 
Mann), who considers herself more a best 
friend to her daughter Julie (Kathryn New-
ton). Dad Mitchell (John Cena) has always 
had a close relationship with his “tomboy” 
daughter Kayla (Geraldine Viswanathan) and 

A great cast, 
sharp writing, and 

solid direction, 
turns Blockers 

into more than a 
typical teen sex 

comedy

liVely arTs // OUT ON SCREEN

ing them around town from 
the prom venue to a house party to a hotel 
party. The girls do indulge in some behav-
ior that would horrify most parents – exces-
sive drinking and some recreational drug 
use courtesy of Kayla’s date Connor, who 
is nicknamed “The Chef” because he bakes 
drugs into everything – but hopefully their 
physical reactions to all of their indulgences 
will make those things not seem so attrac-
tive. And the parents 
get themselves into 
some sticky situations 
as well, particularly 
Mitchell – which some 
have called homopho-
bic, but I disagree 
(sticking something in 
your butt doesn’t au-
tomatically mean the 
action is a gay slur).

So, yeah, there 
is a lot of raunchy 
humor (and some full frontal – and rear – 
male nudity, deal with it) but the movie has a 
message as well – you may want to protect 
your kids from making what you consider a 
bad decision, but teenagers aren’t complete-
ly reckless people. They will make the best 
decision for themselves. Of course that’s not 
always the case in real life, but the movie 
gives us hope that the next generation will 
be alright (and it’s a timely message now as 
we see real teenagers dealing with life in a 
more mature way than a lot of adults).

The movie’s script by Brian and Jim Ke-

Hymen sanctty 
squad

“The film benefits 
greatly by having a 

female director at the 
helm (although she 

doesn’t shy away from 
objectifying a couple of 
the male cast members.”
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A Quiet Place Offers Silent Terror
tion. Krasinski has a few episode of the 
office and the family dramedy the Hollars 
under his directorial belt, but a Quiet Place 
allows him to 
really elevate 
his game with 
the particularly 
difficult device 
of not having 
much dialog, 
requiring his 
cast to act with 
their expres-
sions and body 
language for the most part. He also uses 
the silence to great effect, ratcheting up 
the tension so much that you’ll be able to 
hear a pin drop in the theater. When the 
film’s concept grabs a hold of the audience 
to the point that they won’t make a sound 

either, you know you’ve 

succeeded. I found myself not 
eating my popcorn until a musi-
cal cue brought some sound to 

the scene so as to not make any noise. 
It really was a unique, shared experience 
that we all had and this is what going to the 
movies is all about.

Krasinski also has a hugely talented 
cast at hand. He, of course, stars as the fa-
ther, Lee, the man who takes responsibility 
for keeping his family safe. In favoring his 
son over his daughter to take fishing, he 
may seem a bit sexist, but he’s actually 
working tirelessly to try to make her situ-
ation better. Both Millicent Simmonds (Re-
gan) and Noah Jupe (Marcus) are terrific, 
again having to convey all of their emo-
tions through expressions and body lan-
guage. This type of acting is hard enough 
for an adult, so these kids are magnificent. 
And of course Mrs. Krasinski herself, Emily 
Blunt (who told John that no one else was 
playing this part after she read the script), 
is outstanding. Krasinski’s Lee may be the 

By CHuCk dunCan
Horror films have gotten a bad rap over the 
years with the rise of the slasher film in the 
1980s, and those that came after following 
the blueprint that had been set by those 
films – strand a group of people, mostly 
unlikable, in an isolated location with a 
mysterious killer and watch them all get 
creatively killed off one by one, setting up 
the killer as the “hero” ... so he can have 
a movie franchise and be a cash cow for 
the studio. But horror films got back to 
their roots of actually being scary and con-
structing a story that doesn’t rely on blood 
and guts to make audiences jump (I like to 
think James Wan set the new standard for 
horror with the conjuring, which harkened 
back to my favorite haunted house movie 
of all time, the original the Haunting).

Now a new horror film has come along, 
and it wears that moniker 
proudly, with a Quiet Place 
starring Emily Blunt, John 
Krasinski, Noah Jupe, and 
Millicent Simmonds, and 
directed and co-written by 
Krasinski. The story is sim-
ple but executed perfectly: 
something has happened 
to the planet. Most of our 
civilization is dead and 
the rest are struggling to 
survive because of some 
creatures that are roaming 
the land. We never know 
where they came from or 
what they are (the movie starts 
on Day 89 of this “invasion”) but 
we do know they are blind and 
hunt their prey only by sound. 
The movie focuses only on the Abbott 
family and their more than a year struggle 
to stay alive, walking everywhere in bare 
feet and communicating for the most part 
in sign language (they conveniently have 
a deaf daughter so it was a skill they had 
before the monsters arrived). But their 
lives become more complicated as Evelyn 
finds herself pregnant while older daugh-
ter Regan becomes more rebellious, espe-
cially when her father appears to favor her 
younger brother Marcus when it comes to 
doing “manly” things (which Marcus has no 
interest in). And then things get more com-
plicated when the smallest sound draws 
the monsters to their home.

a Quiet Place plays like an extended 
episode of the twilight Zone or the outer 
limits, so it may not be totally original (and 
I can forgive a couple of convenient plot 
contrivances) but it is executed to perfec-

In this post-
apocalyptic 

horrorscape, 
the deaf have 

a leg up

liVely arTs // OUT ON SCREEN

head of the family, but Blunt’s Evelyn is the 
glue that holds it all together. She has to 
keep the family routine moving along in a 
situation that is anything but routine and 
then she has to deal with a pregnancy on 
top of everything else while protecting her 
children at the same time. Krasinski allows 

her, in some extreme close ups, to show us 
all of Evelyn’s emotions through her face. 
It’s a mostly silent performance compa-
rable to the one Sally Hawkins gave, and 
was Oscar nominated for, in the Shape of 
Water. Hopefully by the time awards sea-
son rolls around again later this year, the 
voters won’t forget about this performance.

There’s not much else to say about 
a Quiet Place except go see it. Just get 
some quiet snacks! t

it’s Shhhhhh! to 
survive in A Quiet 
Menace
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make sure it was perfect,” says Moreno. 
“I’ve written a lot of songs for many oth-
er artists. When choosing what songs we 
are going to do with a symphony, it’s pret-

ty easy. We choose the 
best. The ones that mean 
something to me. There’s 
not a second in the show 
that doesn’t hit me hard 

emotionally on some level.”
Happy to be back in Baltimore, More-

no is excited to perform with the BSO. 
“I’m most looking forward to playing with 
all these awesome individuals again. Each 
player brings something special to form 
this big sound. The venue is beautiful, and 
I love the city. I’m just excited for all of it 
really,” says Moreno.

When he’s not on the road, More-
no is keep-
ing busy on 
stage and in 
the studio. 
“We’ve just 
received our 
third award 
for ‘Head-
liner of the 
Year’ in 
Las Vegas, 
so we will 
keep a busy 
s c h e d u l e 
out there,” 
says More-
no. “We will 
be releas-
ing a new 
album this 
year which 
is always 

exciting. Our of-
ficial fan club is 
now up and run-
ning for anyone 

who likes the music and wants to find out 
more. Our fan club president will be at-
tending the show for people who want to 
sign up.”

Catch Moreno and the BSO on Thurs-
day, April 12th at 8 pm at the Music Center 
at Strathmore and at the Joseph Meyerhoff 
Symphony Hall on Friday, April 13th at 8 
pm, Saturday April 14th at 8 pm, and Sun-
day April 15th at 3 pm. 

Tickets and more information can be 
found at Bsomusic.org. t

liVely arTs // MUSIC

By Brynn deVereaux
Las Vegas is coming to Baltimore in the 
form of the dazzling Frankie Moreno. The 
Las Vegas “Headliner of the Year” winner 
will join Principal Pops 
Conductor Jack Everly 
and the Baltimore Sym-
phony Orchestra (BSO) 
from April 12th through 
15th at the Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony 
Hall and the Music Center at Strathmore. 

“Frankie Moreno is a consummate 
showman who embraces all kinds of music 
with irresistible enthusiasm, musicianship, 
and charm,” says Abhijit Sengupta, direc-
tor of artistic planning. “There is simply no 
one like him, and the staff, musicians and 
crew of the Baltimore Symphony look for-
ward to letting our hair down and rocking 
out with Frankie and 

his band.”
Audience members will join the BSO 

in rocking out to popular songs from the 
Beatles, Frank Sinatra, Elvis, and others. 
“This is a unique show in the fact that it 
covers a lot of ground,” says Moreno. 
“From classical to rock n roll to bluegrass, 
etc. It’s very hard to describe it – even for 
me. But, it’s an exciting high energy per-
formance from start to finish. Audiences 
can expect everyone on that stage giving 
500% all the way through.”

Moreno’s dynamic energy and musi-
cal passion will be on full display during 
this concert. “Performing with a symphony 
has always been my dream, so I wanted to 

Vegas Nights with 
Frankie Moreno

Vegas showmanship 
hits the Pops

Frankie moreno and 
backups
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Saturday, July 21 thru
Sunday, August, 5

Theatre, Arts, Cabaret

Avenue Q

Laughter on the 23rd Floor

Friday, June 15
thru Sunday, July 1

Mainstage, Theatre, Arts

Friday, June 16 thru 
Sunday, July 1
Theatre, Arts, Cabaret

Friday, July 6 thru
Sunday, July 15

Theatre, Arts, Cabaret

Disney’s The Lion King, Jr.

Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid
Saturday, July 20 thru 
Sunday, August 5 
Mainstage, Theatre, Arts

For more information call the Box office 443-840-Arts 
or go to www.ccbcmd.edu/cockpit/

Come Back to the Five 
& Dime, Jimmy Dean



BalTimore ouTloud    APRIL 13, 2018 •  baltimoreoutloud.com  t  21 

MAIN
ART

JOSEPH MEYERHOFF SYMPHONY HALL
TICKETS FROM $30 • 410.783.8000 • BSOMUSIC.ORG

UPCOMING CONCERTS

FRIDAY, APRIL 20 | 8 PM • SATURDAY, APRIL 21 | 8 PM
MARKUS STENZ, Principal Guest Conductor

JONATHAN CARNEY, violin
DARIUSZ SKORACZEWSKI, cello

RYO YANAGITANI, piano

BEETHOVEN // Triple Concerto
MAHLER // Symphony No. 1, “Titan”

PRESENTING
SPONSOR:

Experience the massive orchestral forces of Mahler's “Titan” Symphony, 
under the baton of Principal Guest Conductor Markus Stenz. Beethoven’s 
magnificent Triple Concerto shines the spotlight on BSO Concertmaster 

Jonathan Carney and Principal Cello Dariusz Skoraczewski.

Leonard Bernstein

TO BERNSTEIN WITH LOVE
FRIDAY, MAY 4 | 8 PM • SUNDAY, MAY 6 | 3 PM

Marin Alsop and the BSO celebrate 
Bernstein’s centennial with Nicola Benedetti, 
one of the most sought-after violinists of 
her generation. This performance features 
Bernstein favorites from West Side Story, 
On The Town and Candide, as well as 
works by modern composers written in 
homage to his genius.

BSA 
Dancers

TCHAIKOVSKY WITH BALANCHINE
THURSDAY, APRIL 26 | 8 PM • SATURDAY, APRIL 28 | 7 PM OFF THE CUFF

Marin Alsop conducts an all-Tchaikovsky 
program including Romeo and Juliet Fantasy-
Overture and Suite from Swan Lake, as 
well as Serenade for Strings performed by 
dancers from the Baltimore School for the 
Arts. Explore the story behind Tchaikovsy’s 
Serenade for Strings in Saturday’s Off The 
Cuff performance.

liVely arTs // BETWEEN THE COVERS

By Brynn deVereaux
Starla Martin is forced to move back to her 
small-town home of Crystal Beach after 
dropping out of college and drowning under 
crippling debt. Her story 
may seem to be a typical 
“20-something-who-can’t-
hack-being-an-adult” plot, 
but Starla’s experience is 
far from normal. In Amber 
Dawn’s Sodom road exit, 
Starla is forced to deal 
with her own sexuality, demons from her 
past, and the lesbian ghost who keeps 
possessing her. 

Sodom road exit is a supernatural 
thriller that goes beyond the creepy and 
scary theme. Dawn uses her characters to 
explore relationships and how people can 
help (or fail) those around them. The story 
is told from the perspectives of Starla and 

Etta, a “Scream Queen” ghost that died at 
the Crystal Beach amusement park in 1941. 

Starla introduces herself as a self-cen-
tered, pretentious character. After a one-
night stand yells, “Am I nothing?” at her, 
Starla says to herself, “Why should I have 
to endorse someone else’s existence? ... 
Do I go around demanding others to val-
idate my worth? No, I do not.” Starla be-
gins to change as she becomes involved 

A Queer Ghost Story in Sodom 
Road Exit

An unconventional 
ghost story full of 
sex, intrigue, and 

self-discovery. 

with Tamara, a former classmate and local 
stripper, and develops friendships with the 
residents at The Point, a campsite where 
Starla is employed. She begins to open up 
and realize that other people not only suffer, 
but need her to help them heal. 

Things get complicated 
as Etta takes an interest – 
personally and sexually 
– in Starla. A love triangle 
forms between Etta, Star-
la, and Tamara, and Etta 
begins to possess Star-
la to torment the locals. 

Etta is a complicated villain that wants to 
be appreciated and loved, unlike how she 
was treated while she was alive. Dawn uses 
Etta’s supernatural elements of possession 
as a vehicle to cause her characters to grow 
and evolve as 
people. 

Dawn is at 
her best when 
she is creating 
these charac-
ters and their 
in terac t ions. 
Each one is 
flawed, and 
each charac-
ter is relatable. 
Starla evolves 
from an unlike-
able main character to a protagonist who 
earns the reader’s support. Each of the sup-
porting characters are not only interesting, 
but are fully developed with story lines that 
enhance Starla’s story. Despite their faults, 
their relationships mature and grow strong 
in the face of the supernatural unknown. 

Yet, it is the supernatural elements that 
feel slightly unfinished. The characters are 
dynamic and the supernatural conflict start-
ed out so strong that the ending may feel 
unresolved to some readers. However, that 
shouldn’t stop anyone from reading this 
book. Sodom road exit is an unconven-
tional ghost story full of sex, intrigue, and 
self-discovery. t

amber
dawn
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By Frankie kujaWa
Ian Thomas Malone, author of the trans-
gender manifesto, once wrote, “Makeup 
can be used to express yourself, as well. 
Those experiences should not be limited to 
women. Everyone should be free 
to be as colorful as they 
want to be.” The spirit of 
this quote is evident in the 
work of Baltimore make-
up artist Owen O’Donnell. 
baltimore outloud chatted 
exclusively with O’Donnell 
to discuss his upcoming 
cosmetics line, his affinity 
for Baltimore and how he 
channeled his passion into a 
full-blown career.

Growing up in the heart 
of Baltimore, O’Donnell’s 
creativity had already begun 
to blossom at an early age. “I 
was already very artistic as a 
child, but I didn’t have great 
skin and had some weight 
and confidence issues during 
my adolescence. My mom and 
dad realized I wasn’t into sports. So, my 
mom helped me to get involved with a local 
theater program. I was scared at first, and 
didn’t want to be on stage. So, I helped 
with the costumes behind the stage.” This 
opened a whole new world up for O’Don-
nell. “It brought me out of my shell, and 
within a week I had a speaking role in the 
show.”

Not too far from that theater, O’Don-
nell ventured to the local library where he 
came across a book by famed makeup art-
ist Kevyn Aucoin. “Something just ‘clicked’ 
when I read his story at the time. I realized 
that you could be a successful makeup 
artist without having to go to Hollywood.” 
Though it remained a dream for the then 
12-year old, it didn’t occur then to O’Don-
nell that makeup and fashion could be a 
full-fledged career. He eventually went off 
to the School of Fashion Design in Phila-
delphia and focused on a career in fashion 
merchandising. One of O’Donnell’s first 
jobs doing makeup was working a basic 
cosmetic retail job in downtown Philadel-
phia. “It was an ‘aha’ career moment for 
me. What clicked was I enjoyed what I was 
doing. I realized that you can play with 
makeup and change someone and em-
power them. You can get a pay check for 
doing something that you love. I thought 

that work would be hard, but once I real-
ized this was a career path my entire mind-
set changed.”

O’Donnell reflected on how, at the 
time, Baltimore didn’t have much to offer in 

the field of cosmetics. “We 
had a little bit here, but it’s 
greatly expanded. Not that 
it was long ago, but the 90s 
were like the ‘Dark Ages’ 
for Baltimore. Since then, 
commerce has greatly ex-
panded. We now have ar-
eas like Harbor East and 
many of the stores there. 
There weren’t many art 
schools in the area at the 
time, and MICA was 10% 
of the size it is now.”

Eventually, O’Don-
nell settled on Baltimore 
as his home base. “I 
didn’t start to have suc-
cess, or feel like I was 
making any progress, 
until I accepted Balti-
more is where I belong. 

The second I did that was the second that 
things started to change. Sometimes, you 
just have to love the one you’re with,” he 
laughed. O’Donnell believed that Balti-
more’s central location is what lends itself 
to be a perfect place to work. “Washington, 
New York City, the beach, the mountains – 
all these places are great for photography 
for filming purposes. We have great neigh-
borhoods and bad neighborhoods. All that 
comes together and just makes it feel right 
to be here. I would rather be here trying to 
make the most of Baltimore, and be on the 
cusp of what’s about to happen here, then 
be just a flash-in-the-pan in New York or 
Los Angeles.”

An official makeup artist and licensed 
esthetician, O’Donnell’s career has contin-
ually soared to new heights. With strong 
work ethic, he eventually became the 
beauty editor for baltimore Style maga-
zine. He’s a regular fixture on many Bal-
timore TV news networks, both on and 
behind the camera. He’s gone on to teach 
at local beauty schools and continues to 
do event planning, as well. As a business 
owner, O’Donnell has now taken on the 
task of launching his own cosmetics com-
pany. 

“With my doing the cosmetics line,” 
O’Donnell began, “there’s a lot that defi-

Baltimore’s Owen O’Donnell Launches 
Charm City-Based Cosmetics Empire

PeoPle in our neiGHBorHood

owen 
o’donnell

nitely goes into that. I do 
so many projects in many 
different directions. I want 
to tie that all together and 
give something that would 

benefit young makeup artists or hair styl-
ists just starting out. Something that would 
inspire others, and pull many of the things 
that I have scattered throughout the year 
together.” O’Donnell went on to discuss 
the different channels within his cosmetics 
company. “There’s an online / marketing 
side, the direct sales side, a small team of 
artists that are using the products, some 
salons that I’ll be involved with will be sell-
ing and using them, and some stores that 
may be carrying some different options. 
One store, in particular, may be carrying 
a different selection of my lipsticks with 
some hand creams, as well. This will be 
expanding into DC and Philadelphia, too.”

His appreciation of Baltimore is weaved 
throughout his work. “The lipsticks that are 
in my line have Baltimore names. I’m all 
for being very Baltimore-centric.” O’Don-
nell then added, “You can do things more 
affordably here, and I hope that we get 
over the stigma that this is just an afford-
able place.” O’Donnell added that there 
are talks, in the very early stages, to do 
some paid TV spots that would differ from 
what you see normally on the news. “We’re 
in talks to do some reality segments, like in 
local salons in the area, that would give lo-
cal makeup artists and hair stylists a voice. 
That’s a side project I’m working on right 
now, and there’s such tremendous oppor-
tunity to showcase the best that Baltimore 
has to offer.” O’Donnell added that he also 
hopes to join Baltimore’s local Chamber of 
Commerce in the next month.

O’Donnell will also be assisting the 
community in lots of ways throughout the 
year. “I’m on the committee for ‘Twilight on 
the Terrace’ during Pride this year. This will 
benefit the GLCCB center. The event will 
be held on Friday, June 15th at Gertrude’s 
(at the Baltimore Museum of Art). I’ll be 
doing the swag bags, as well as reaching 
out to local vendors.” O’Donnell explained 
that it is his goal to make this event acces-
sible to all to help bridge the disconnect 
between the Twilight on the Terrace events 
and the Pride Block Party. “There are so 
many well-off and influential people who 
are either gay or straight-allies who would 
contribute time, money, and energy, if only 
they felt valued and welcome to all events.” 
O’Donnell added that he would like to see 
these events well received through media 
coverage from both TV and print maga-
zines in Baltimore.

O’Donnell added that he foresees 

many positive changes in Baltimore over 
the next few years. With the launch of his 
cosmetics line, O’Donnell hopes his cre-
ativity and ideas help Baltimore to con-
tinue to flourish. “I want to be part of the 
progress in this city,” O’Donnell added. “I 
put my work in here, and I don’t have any 
intention of leaving right before things are 
about to become great here.” t

For more info, visit Withowen.com.

me such great advice when I’m going through 
tough chapters. I love that I have someone 
who can help me and support me through this 
trying chapter of life. It’s scary to write music, 
but to me it’s important for an artist to reflect 
the times. It’s important for us to be talking 
about political matters. It’s very easy for an 
artist to write a song and have it played in a 
club versus working on music that has mes-
sages behind it. At times while writing this 
kind of music, you can feel lonely. A lot of 
times people are afraid of the truth. So, when 
you’re doing an album that has so much truth 
in it, it can be scary. But the audiences are 
loving it every single night. 

your celebrity friends range from Tay-
lor swift to Beyoncé? Which celebrity, or 

musician, would you like to add to your 
list of people to collaborate with?

I love Beyoncé. I love Cardi B. I think 
she’s amazing and so awesome. But I’m 
actually a humongous country fan. So to do 
something with Rascal Flatts or Hunter Hayes 
would be amazing. I’d be the happiest person 
in the world! t

For more info on todrick Hall, visit todrick-
hall.com. For more info on his upcoming per-
formance, visit baltimoresoundstage.com/
event/ 1604844-todrick-hall-american-balti-
more. 

Todrick Hall Brings 
Forbidden Tour to 

Charm City
—continued from page 1
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Enough is Enough
Get relief. Pure and simple. Ask your doctor about Mytesi.
Mytesi (crofelemer):
 • Is the only medicine FDA-approved to relieve diarrhea in people with HIV
 • Treats diarrhea differently by normalizing the flow of water in the GI tract 
 • Has the same or fewer side effects as placebo in clinical studies 
 • Comes from a tree sustainably harvested in the Amazon Rainforest

What is Mytesi?
Mytesi is a prescription medicine that helps relieve symptoms of diarrhea not caused by  
an infection (noninfectious) in adults living with HIV/AIDS on antiretroviral therapy (ART). 
Important Safety Information
Mytesi is not approved to treat infectious diarrhea (diarrhea caused by bacteria, a virus,  
or a parasite). Before starting you on Mytesi, your healthcare provider will first be sure that you  
do not have infectious diarrhea. Otherwise, there is a risk you would not receive the right medicine 
and your infection could get worse. In clinical studies, the most common side effects that occurred 
more often than with placebo were upper respiratory tract (sinus, nose, and throat) infection 
(5.7%), bronchitis (3.9%), cough (3.5%), flatulence (3.1%), and increased bilirubin (3.1%).

RELIEF, PURE AND SIMPLE

In adults with HIV on ART who have diarrhea not caused by an infection

NP-390-15

Please see complete Prescribing Information at Mytesi.com.

IMPORTANT PATIENT INFORMATION
This is only a summary. See complete Prescribing Information at  
Mytesi.com or by calling 1-844-722-8256. This does not take the place  
of talking with your doctor about your medical condition or treatment.

What Is Mytesi?
Mytesi is a prescription medicine used to improve symptoms of 
noninfectious diarrhea (diarrhea not caused by a bacterial, viral, or 
parasitic infection) in adults living with HIV/AIDS on ART.
Do Not Take Mytesi if you have diarrhea caused by an infection. Before 
you start Mytesi, your doctor and you should make sure your diarrhea is 
not caused by an infection (such as bacteria, virus, or parasite).

Possible Side Effects of Mytesi Include:
•  Upper respiratory tract infection (sinus, nose, and throat infection) 
•  Bronchitis (swelling in the tubes that carry air to and from your lungs)  
• Cough  
• Flatulence (gas)  
•  Increased bilirubin (a waste product when red blood cells break down) 
For a full list of side effects, please talk to your doctor. Tell your doctor if 
you have any side effect that bothers you or does not go away. 
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of  
prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or  
call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Should I Take Mytesi If I Am:  
Pregnant or Planning to Become Pregnant?  
•  Studies in animals show that Mytesi could harm an unborn baby or 

affect the ability to become pregnant
•  There are no studies in pregnant women taking Mytesi
•  This drug should only be used during pregnancy if clearly needed

 A Nursing Mother?  
•  It is not known whether Mytesi is passed through human breast milk
•  If you are nursing, you should tell your doctor before starting Mytesi
•  Your doctor will help you to decide whether to stop nursing or to stop 

taking Mytesi  

Under 18 or Over 65 Years of Age?  
•  Mytesi has not been studied in children under 18 years of age
•  Mytesi studies did not include many people over the age of 65. So it is 

not clear if this age group will respond differently. Talk to your doctor to 
find out if Mytesi is right for you  

What Should I Know About Taking Mytesi  
With Other Medicines?
If you are taking any prescription or over-the-counter medicine, herbal 
supplements, or vitamins, tell your doctor before starting Mytesi.  

What If I Have More Questions About Mytesi?  
For more information, please see the full Prescribing Information at 
Mytesi.com or speak to your doctor or pharmacist.  

To report side effects or make a product complaint or for additional 
information, call 1-844-722-8256. 

Rx Only
Manufactured by Patheon, Inc.  
for Napo Pharmaceuticals, Inc. San Francisco, CA 94105  
Copyright © Napo Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Mytesi comes from the Croton lechleri tree harvested  
in South America. 

Tired of planning your life around diarrhea?

For Copay Savings Card and  
Patient Assistance, see Mytesi.com
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many different types of people. And, with 
all of our differences, the world becomes 
a better place – a place with many layers 
of personality and experience. We need to 

teach our children how 
to be compassionate 
and kind.

Because the one 
thing we don’t need in 
our world is one more 
hard hearted sole. All 
people have value, no 
matter who they are. 
Let’s help our children to 
never forget that fact. t

rev. Kelly crenshaw 
is the mom of 16 adopt-
ed kids, two biological 
kids, guardian of one 
baby girl and foster mom 
of dozens. Some are les-
bian, some gay, some 
straight, and some bisex-

ual. Kelly founded a K-12 day 
school where kids could have a 
safe, bully-free environment for 
learning. She is co-owner of a 
counselling agency that works 
with children and their families.

The other day some of my big kids took 
my little kids to the park. This is one of the 
benefits of having so many kids. There are 
kids who can drive, who enjoy taking little 
kids to the park or the trampoline park or 
on playdates. 

Anyway, the kids arrived at the park to 
find they were the only ones at the play-
ground. It was great for a while. The little 
kids laughed and played. They ran from 
swings to slides. The older kids took turns 
pushing the kids on swings or chatting 
with each other. A couple of other families 
joined in the fun when they brought their 

240-420-2180

they did. The older kids herded the little 
kids to the van and they all came home. 

What I can’t understand is why a group 
of teenagers can’t find a better place to 
hang out than a children’s play-
ground. I can’t understand how 
they think it’s okay to make fun 
of a special-needs child who is 
years younger than they are. I 
can’t understand what part of 
being mean to little kids makes 
them bigger or better in any 
way. 

It scares me for our future. 
If people of any age cannot be 
kind to people of other ages, 
we have no future. If we are 
mean to those who aren’t ex-
actly like we are, then we have 
no future. If we think it’s okay 
to demean people who are dif-
ferent or struggling, then we 
have no future.

We need to educate our chil-
dren. We need to expose them 
to younger children, adults, 
and elderly adults. We need to 
teach them that the world does 
not revolve around them, but in-
stead, the world is made up of 

children to play. The little kids were playing 
together. Our older kids interacted with the 
other adults. 

And then, it all changed. All of a sudden 
a group of older teens arrived at the park. 
They climbed up on the children’s play 
equipment and chased off the little kids. 
They made fun of my 15-year-old daugh-
ter with special needs. They were verbally 
aggressive to everyone. One parent stated 
that she was calling the police.

My kids have been taught how to re-
spond in situations like this. Unfortunate-
ly, some of our kids don’t have the social 
awareness to realize that this could be a 
problem situation. It would not occur to 
them that these older teens might do more 
than just argue and use bad language. So, 
we’ve told them that if things get awkward, 
they are always to be safe and leave. So, 

  ouT in THe Valley 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Bullies on 
the Playground

older siblings are 
my bionic power
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The folks at Hagerstown Hopes have been 
very busy. For months I’ve been seeing 
updates via their Facebook page: exciting 
news of a new community center, social 
outings, and of course, news of the up-
coming Hagerstown Pride. I recently met 
with Jeff Rohrer, president of Hagerstown 
Hopes, to learn more about what they’ll 
be bringing to the community. Let me tell 
you, it’s everything 
I could have asked 
for, and more.

First on the list 
is the new LGBTQ 
community center 
located in Mulberry 
Lofts, which is ex-
pected to open very 
soon. Rohrer says 
that they’re down to 
a few finishing de-
tails and expect the 
center to be up and 
running within a few 
weeks. The center – a first for Hagerstown 
– will be a designated safe space for those 
in the LGBTQ community and will provide 
programs and groups to address the needs 
of those in our area. Rohrer said that the 
center plans to provide activities for young 
people in our community who currently 
have no other LGBTQ-friendly options in 
the area.

Currently, there are few social op-
tions for LGBTQ youth who are not yet 
old enough to participate in functions 
hosted by The Lodge, our local gay bar. 
Rohrer mentioned that there are currently 
three gay-straight alliances in Washington 
County schools and that the board of Hag-
erstown Hopes has already begun working 
with these groups. Board members met 
with students to discuss how LGBTQ is-
sues have changed during their lifetimes, 
leading both adults and students to the re-
alization that the more things change, the 
more they stay the same. 

It’s with this in mind that the board 

began to focus on youth initiatives. Hag-
erstown Hopes is in the process of de-
veloping trainings for educators working 
with LGBTQ youth, a growing population 
amongst students. There is also a focus 
on creating safe, supportive, and affirm-
ing spaces for transgender and gender 
non-conforming students, many of whom 
attend schools that currently offer no train-
ings or information for educators and staff 
members in the issues affecting trans stu-
dents.

Hagerstown Hopes is also tackling 
a number of health initiatives. They’ve 
reached out to the Washington County 
Health Department, the free clinic, and 
WVU Hospital in Martinsburg to advocate 
for the healthcare needs of LGBTQ per-
sons in the community.

Rohrer and I also discussed the up-
coming Pride celebration, scheduled for 
Saturday, July 14th. So far, we can expect 
an appearance from drag superstar Latrice 
Royale and a day of performances by local 
entertainers, bands, and DJs. Hagerstown 

Hopes is also raf-
fling a trip for two 
to Las Vegas; the 
winners will be 
announced at the 
Pride Party at The 
Lodge. Rohrer said 
that this year’s cel-
ebration will be 
more of a festival 
environment than 
in previous years. 
He also politely 
refused to spill all 
the tea, saying he 

didn’t want to ruin 
any surprises, but 

the gleam in his eye tells me that this will 
be a Pride to remember.

There are a number of simple things 
you can do to get involved with Hager-
stown Hopes. If you haven’t already, like 
their page on Facebook and share their 
posts so others will know what’s going on 
in our community. There is also a volunteer 
form you can submit, letting them know 
how you’d like to help out. Rohrer says 
they’ve already received dozens of sub-
missions, an impressive feat indeed. Hag-
erstown Hopes also has open meetings, 
but be sure to arrive early as Rohrer says 
the last few meetings have been standing 
room only. In addition, Hagerstown Hopes 
also has networking and socializing nights 
out at local restaurants to build our pres-
ence and involvement in the community. 
Check out their Facebook page or website, 
Hagerstownhopesmd.org for more infor-
mation. t

Catching Up With
Hagerstown 

Hopes
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By Zed sykes
My dead name is not 
something that I dread 
with absolute hatred, 
however, it is also not something I enjoy 
hearing. And, being in my situation, I am of-
ten in an environment where my legal name 
has to be used. The most frustrating part of 
this situation is that I was so close to actual-
ly getting my name legally changed. I finally 
had the money and time for it, but of course 
it seems that life goes down as soon as it 
goes up. I was unable to change it because 
I moved to another county and local laws 
say I must live in that county for a full year 
before I can get it changed. You can imag-
ine how I felt after I heard that news.

This is especially frustrating and 
nerve-wracking because I am a student 
who is stealth right now. Luckily, all of my 
professors are cool about using my actual 
and desired name. This way, none of my 
classmates have to hear my dead name. 
The biggest drawback is that I graduate very 
soon, and I cannot have my actual name on 
my diploma until I get a name change. I can 
order a new one with the name change if 
I don’t have it changed in time, but is still 
disappointing. Think of it like this, when you 
get your diploma what is the first thing you 
do? Take a picture with it of course. I will not 
be taking a picture of mine because it is not 
truly me. But, I know that soon I will be next 
and finally be able to get it changed.

Going out in public to places where I 
must use my legal name is also pretty hor-
rific. The first thing I get is a weird look and 
then an awkward smile. I have heard two 
people say back to me, “Oh, my aunt/daugh-
ter is named *******.” Getting compared to 
female family members is not something 
I enjoy obviously, but because they most 
likely do not know I am trans and am super 
insecure about my legal name, they don’t 
think about it. My response is usually just to 
smile and laugh it off a little bit. 

My favorite memory of being out in 
public and having to use my name is at 
the good ol’ DMV. What’s funny is that in 
my state, it’s way easier to get your gen-
der marker changed than to get your name 
legally changed. Therefore, when I went to 
the DMV to get my gender marker changed, 
the staff was very much confused. I am 
guessing I was one of the first people to get 
their gender marker changed, but did not 
change their name. Other than them being 
confused, I waited for four hours because 
all of their computers were down except for 
one. Finally, I was able to get it changed it 
though! That was the important part of the 
day.

In my mind, there is a plan B for just 
about every scenario that has to deal with 
explaining my name so that I don’t out my-
self. Sometimes I say that my legal name 
is my real name but I go by my “middle 
name.” When I was in high school, I’d often 
use the excuse that they “must have gotten 
my name mixed up with my sister’s name.” 
These always worked for me, thankfully. 
I am not afraid of being outed, I am more 
afraid of just blanking out and not having a 
good enough lie to pass it off. People ask 
me what the best excuse to use is, and I 
usually just tell them to play it off as normal. 
Think about it, there are men named Stacy 
and women named Devon. They most likely 
won’t think about it twice.

Dead names can be such a drag, but we 
only have to hear them for a certain amount 
of time. Soon that name will be changed 
and all will be okay. If someone uses your 
dead name and you can’t think of an ex-
cuse, remember, not every cis male or fe-
male have the most masculine or feminine 
names. There is nothing to be ashamed of 
because it was once a part of you. t

 Dead Names

Hoping
in Hagerstown
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ticipate in any event they want.” Poorman 
added, “Overall, the most important part is 
the family that is gay rodeo. Our rodeo is an 
event where, for the most part, you’re not pit-
ting yourself against another human being. 
You’re pitting yourself against an animal. 
When contestants are finished with their bull 
riding, they get up and cheer on the other bull 
riders. It’s a wonderful family with the nicest 
people.” 

Reflecting on 
some of the 
more serious 
m o m e n t s , 
Poorman add-
ed, “I, unfor-
tunately, have 
seen deaths at 
rodeos. I saw a 
young man die 
when he was 
injured in the 

shoot. Not only 
do we have an 
outpouring of love 
in our rodeo fami-
ly, but we help to 
monetarily get 
things done for 

each other. This 
also sometimes includes both our 

rodeo family and those in the stands. 
I saw a horse that had to be put down 
one time after it did the barrel races. The 

woman rider was told how much she needed 
to cremate the horse, and she didn’t have the 
money. In 20 minutes, they had $1,500 need-
ed. Contestants in the stands literally threw 
money into a cowboy hat so they could take 
care of the horse. You don’t find that in many 
other rodeo events.” 

“I’m not a sports person, at all,” Poorman 
laughs, “I can barely walk in cowboy boots. 
But the family dynamic in the rodeo is very, 
very protective of each other and our ani-
mals.” t

Lively ARTS is the place to be 
for all your theatrical needs 

Call Mary at 410-802-1310 or
taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com

 to get the latest deals
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By Frankie kujaWa
Writer J. Kelly Poorman has been a mem-
ber of the gay rodeo circuit since 
the early 1980s. Having celebrat-
ed his 130th rodeo last year with 
Keystone State Gay Rodeo As-
sociation (KSGRA) in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, baltimore outloud 
recently chatted with Poorman to discuss his 
rodeo career, his work, and what gay rodeo 
means to him.

Growing up near State College, Penn-
sylvania, Poorman joined the military and 
served for eight years. Upon leaving the mil-
itary, Poorman traveled all over before even-
tually moving to Los Angeles. It was while 
there that Poorman began his foray into gay 
rodeo. “I dated this guy for what seemed like 
maybe 26 minutes,” Poorman laughed. “His 
name was Steven and he told me that we 
were going to go to the gay rodeo. I dressed 
as a bystander, excited to see guys with no 
shirts and cowboy boots. That was until he 
told me that we would be working in the are-
na itself. I thought, ‘Not me. And, definitely 
not with these new cowboy boots.’ But I went 

and we worked in the arena and I discovered 
that it was like family.”

It was refreshing for Poor-
man to see men and women 
working together as a team. “It 
didn’t matter if you were a man or 
a woman. If you could do the job, 

you did it. It was such a wonderful thing that 
I went again the following year. One of the 
ladies in charge recognized me and put me in 
charge of the arena set up – taking things in 
and out of the arena. That eventually became 
my job title, Arena Set-Up Coordinator.” 

Poorman would go on to do roughly ten 
to 12 rodeos a year while he lived in Los An-
geles. “When you live in LA, you could fly 
out to just about anywhere pretty affordably. 
The arena set-up coordinator was a volun-
teer thing, but when people saw how fast the 
rodeos went with a set-up coordinator they 
would sometimes give me a room to stay in 
or pay for my airfare. It didn’t cost me a lot 
and I’ve been able to fly all over the coun-
try, as well as Calgary, Canada.” Over time, 
Poorman eventually returned to home to 

J. Kelly Poorman: Writer with a 
Western Heart

j. kelly 
Poorman

Pennsylvania to be a caregiver for his moth-
er. He couldn’t do as many rodeos as in the 
past, but he was able to do some of the local 
ones in the area. 

Poorman eventually turned his thoughts 
and experiences into works of literature. The 
author of five books, along with a Christ-
mas story, Poorman’s first book was about 
gay rodeo. “It’s called roman and Jules and 
it’s based in the vein 
of romeo and Ju-
liet. Roman was a 
straight bull fighter 
and Jules is a gay 
bull rider. They be-
came really close 
friends – closer 
than brothers. The 
Montagues in the 
story, the gay com-
munity, thinks that 
Roman must be 
gay or why would he 
be hanging around 
Jules and be best 
friends with gays. 
The Capulets, the 
straight community, 
has a bigger problem with 
it. In some cases, there is vio-
lence involved. It was a story 
that I had been working on for 
close to 65 rodeos at that point. 
I started writing a short story 
and it eventually turned into a book.”

Over time, Poorman eventually could 
see the glaring differences between straight 
and gay rodeos. “I went to a straight rodeo 
after I had worked gay rodeos for 15 years. 
One of the glaring differences that I saw was 
the treatment of animals. With our rodeos, 
we are very determined to maintain proper 
treatment of animals. In fact, I’ve seen peo-
ple kicked out of our rodeos for mistreating 
their animals or their horses. Another thing 
is that in straight rodeos men and women do 
separate events. Our contestants can par-

Novelist finds 
his home on 

the range

COMING SOON
to

Washington County

Community Center
Providing a place where we can bring unity, education, and services 
to support our local LGBTQ+ and local communities.

Providing the community with a comfortable environment to socialize, 
acquire educational information, and guidance.

OFFERING
Peer Youth Sessions          Gay and Lesbian Support Groups 

Transgender Empowerment          HIV+ Support
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205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”
410-225-3100 • ATM Available
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2-in-1  RAIL &
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Loving
Your Guests 

suggesting you go all rice and veggies, 
it’s good to be aware of what your guests 
will enjoy. You may not please everyone, 
but feeding them a good (and ideally, of 
course, great) meal that meets their needs 
is perfectly fine hospitality.

Let’s talk about drink. For many Ameri-
cans, alcohol consumption is tied to having 
a good time. Some form of bar service is 
almost always available at wedding recep-
tions. I’d like to think that it goes without 
saying, but I’ll say it anyway: the only way 
to do a bar is with an open bar. Don’t make 
guests pay for anything at your wedding! 
Apron dances aside, everything that your 
guests experience at your wedding is part 
of your gift to them for being your guests. 

However, you can control what you of-
fer. We’re talking hospitality here, not the 
bar-to-end-all-bars. Many couples choose 
to serve just beer and wine. That’s per-
fectly fine. There is a craft beer explosion 
going on in Maryland and DC, 

so you can be creative 
and interesting in your 
choices. Likewise, the 
availability of good lo-
cal wine is on the up-
swing. You can add 
great local and re-
gional flavor – literally 
–  to your reception 
through your bever-
age choices. 

You can step that 
up a notch by adding 
a “signature” drink, 

which is generally some-
thing simple, using a single spirit like rum 
or gin. Plenty of weddings go even wider, 
with a medium-size bar that may include 
vodka, gin, scotch, light rum, bourbon, and 
tequila, among others. Whiskey is having 
a moment around here, so that’s another 
way to work in local flavor.

Do you or your sweetie have your heart 
set on drinking your favorite single-malt 
whiskey at your wedding? No problem! 
Most bartenders will be happy to keep a 
bottle under the counter, reserved for the 
happy couple.

Get food and drink right and you’ll be 
a fantastic host, no matter what happens! 
But there are many other things you can 
do to provide great hospitality for your 
guests. More on that next time!

Next time: more on loving Your 
Guests.  t

david l. egan is the proprietor and stew-
ard of chase court, a wedding and event ven-
ue in downtown baltimore. Visit chasecourt.
com, and follow chasecourtWeddingVenue 
on instagram and Facebook.

Weddings are about two things: Bringing 
people together to participate in and cel-
ebrate the union of two people, and those 
two people offering hospitality to those 
participants. Let’s take a look at the many 
and varied ways that you can make your 
guests feel welcome and appreciated. 

Here are a couple of really important 
ones:

Feed them well. If your wedding and 
reception stretch over a 
meal hour, feed 
your guests a full 
meal that they will 
enjoy. One of the 
things that guests 
remember most 
about weddings 
was whether the 
food was good or 
not – and if there 
was enough of it! 

Here at Chase 
Court, the wedding 
venue that I own, 
we have a list of e i g h t 
approved caterers. All of them put great 
– and even fantastic – food on the table. 
There are caterers at other venues who 
can do the same. There is absolutely no 
reason to have bad food at your wedding! 
Choose your caterer with care. If your bud-
get is tight, do something simple, and do 
it well. 

All of our caterers, and many others, 
are accustomed to feeding vegetarian, 
vegan, and gluten-free guests. While they 
are often equipped to handle a surprise 
vegetarian or two, it’s far better hospital-
ity to find out ahead of time which of your 
guests needs something other than an om-
nivore diet. As a long-term (37 years!) pes-
co-vegetarian, I am highly appreciative of 
hosts who give the caterer an opportunity 
to feed me something interesting and ap-
propriate, rather than part of the full meal 
that others are eating.

While we’re talking diversity, more and 
more people are becoming health-con-
scious in their eating habits. While I’m not 

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

qualiTy oF liFe
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NOW HIRING

HOWARD COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENTHOWARD COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Starting Salary: $54,880*
*Effective January 1. 2018

To be considered for employment, applicants must meet the following standards:
•Be 21 years old by the swearing-in ceremony (post-academy)
•Have 60 college credits at the time of hire, OR, two years of active duty in the military,
 OR, a minimum of two years police service (out-of-state)
•Be a United State citizen
•Possess a driver’s license
•Have no felony or serious misdemeanor convictions

Excellent benefits and opportunities:
•Health, dental and life insurance
•Vacation, disability and personal leave
•Uniform/equipment supplied with free dry cleaning service
•Competitive retirement plan (20 years at 50%, 25 years at 75%, 30 years at 80%)
•Three hours minimum overtime for off-duty court appearances
•Multi-lingual differential pay
•Twelve-hours permanent patrol shifts with 6% night shifts differential pay
 Day shift cycle: 2 on, 3 off; 2 on, three off; 3 on, 2 off
 Night shift cycle: 3 on, 3 off
•Four hours overtime per pay
•Personally assigned take-home patrol vehicle for in-county residents
•Specialty pay to officers assigned to Criminal Investigations Bureau, Traffic Enforcement
 Section, Special Operations Bureau (K9, Tactical Unit, Command Post),
 Hostage Negotiation and Honor Guard

DINING OUT

Trinacria Cafe
111 West Centre Street, Baltimore
443-759-4082

Now that trolling on Craigslist person-
als has been outlawed, you’re probably 
looking for ways to pass the time during 
this last stretch of winter weather. Gath-
er your gaggle and be ready to indulge 
in homemade Italian food that satisfies a 
range of culinary cravings. Welcome to 
Trinacria Cafe, a casual atmosphere that 
has a warm and inviting feel the moment 
you walk through the front door. The staff 
promptly seated my group and was quick 
to get us drinks. 

After making peace with Jesus on a 
Sunday morning, I felt him smiling back 
when I took that first sip of coffee. The 
marriage of steamed milk and coffee with 

a silky, creamy texture was enough to yell 
good morning! I don’t know if the coffee 
comes from the old country, but it was 
bold without being too acidic. The menu 
offered standard Italian dishes in addition 
to brunch basics with flare. We started at 
the beginning.

Being brunch time, we had to try the 
Portabella Omelet. I’m not normally into 
shrooms, but I was pleasantly surprised 
by the buttery, savory taste of the fluffy 
omelet. The large portabella had a meaty 
quality to it while still maintaining its earthy 
taste. But brunch demands carbs! Go for 
the Fruity Pebbles French toast. A layer of 
doughy goodness encased in a crispy shell 
of sweet, crisp love, doused in a sheen of 
maple syrup. 

In the sea of blandness found in so 
many restaurants lately, the Arancini 
(stuffed rice balls for you non-Italians) and 
Tender Fried Artichokes were impressive 
and original starters. The goat cheese and 
thyme in the arancini blended beautifully 
with the honey, the best of sweet and sa-
vory. Sip on a draft pint of Peroni with the 
fried apps to bring out the rich flavors. 

For the less adventurous, the sausage 
and meatballs are tender homemade re-
minders of dinner at nonna’s house. Pair 
these with the Ricotta Gnocchi, little pillows 

Munch
Michael Ritmiller

On This

Treats to eat 
at the Capital 
Grille

of pasta blanketed by a marinara sauce 
loaded with flavor. Instead of garlic bread, 
we thought we would try a different spin 
with their Bianco (white) pizza. 
This tasty mix 
of mild chees-
es and garlic 
baked onto a 
thin, airy crust 
was simple 
and satisfying. 

The menu 
offered a wide 
choice of piz-
zas and sand-
wiches that 
passed by the 
eyes. I gave 
into temptation 
and ordered 
a few to take 
home. When 
the munchies 
hit hours later, 
the Italian cold 
cut still tasted 
fresh; the bread, 
not soggy at all. 
The Guido piz-
za, loaded with 
various meats, 

was still good, even after the long cool 
down. Stock up before a night of drinking.

I look forward to returning to Trinacria’s 
Cafe. This offspring 
from the century old 
Baltimore deli of the 
same name, owned 
and managed by 
Vince Fava, offers 
entertainment at 
various times. 

Check out their 
Facebook page to 
see what eclectic 
mix will be per-
forming soon. t

like a visit 
to eatily!
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Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
Wednesday - Friday 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

encantadabaltimore.com/happy-hour 

Best in Federal Hill , located on the Third Floor of 
the American Visionary Art Museum, with the Vollis 

& Gene Simpson Whirligig Terrace
overlooking Federal Hill.

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11:30 a.m. - 3p.m. 
Featuring $15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary's 

and EVO Craft Beer drafts

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
 

HOURS OF OPERATION
Wednesday & Thursday  11:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

ENCANTADA
AT THE AMERICAN VISIONARY

ART MUSEUM

THE NICKEL TAPHOUSE
1604 Kelly Avenue.  Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240   -  nickeltaphouse.com

Fabulous Brunch Every 
Saturday & Sunday 

11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
nickeltaphouse.com/brunch-menu  

Featuring
$15 Bottomless Mimosas, 

Bloody Mary's and
 EVO Craft

                 Brewing Drafts.

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Wednesday Beer Dinners! 
$38 for Three Courses 

paired with 10oz BA Beers. 

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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often causes a delay in seeking financial 
advice.

As you can see, it is crucial that you act 
as soon as possible to prepare yourself for 
the future. You’re likely to have lived a life 
full of challenges and risen to the occasion 
to overcome those obstacles. 

When it comes time 
to prepare yourself 
for your years after 
work, make sure you 
once again rise to 
the occasion. t

this column is for 
informational purpos-
es only, and is not 
meant as specific 
advice to any indi-
vidual. Partnership 
Wealth manage-
ment offers financial 
planning and wealth 
management ser-
vices, with a long 
history of working 
with the lGbt com-
munity. reach them 
at Partnershipwm.
com or call 410-
732-2633.

Offers a safe, warm, and welcoming place for 
transgender men and women to meet for support 

and peer networking.
Our social group meets twice a month on

the 2nd and last Wednesdays, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Individual support is also available.

Program services focus on health and wellness, 
personal achievement, and community building.

All services are free!

For more information call Falina at 410-837-5573
AIDS ACTION Baltimore

10 E. Eager Street Baltimore, MD 21202

By Woody derriCks
Having been raised primarily by my moth-
er, I’ve witnessed the many challenges 
that women can face when planning their 
finances. Whether it’s raising a child and 
working full time (or multiple jobs), cop-
ing with financial distress after a divorce, 
earning less than their male counterparts, 
or planning for a longer retirement, women 
often find themselves playing catch-up.

Although equal pay has been the law 
since 1963, women are still paid less than 
men – even with similar education, skills, 
and experience. The National Women’s 
Law Center estimates that women are 
paid only 80 cents for every dollar a man 
was paid. (Nwlc.org/issue/equal-pay-and-
the-wage-gap) Economist Evelyn Murphy, 
president and founder of The WAGE Proj-
ect, believes the wage gap costs the av-
erage full-time US woman worker between 
$700,000 and $2 million over the course of 
her work life. Worse yet, this doesn’t fac-
tor in reduced pension and Social Secu-
rity benefits during retirement. (Statistics 
provided by the Older Women’s League 
at www.owl-national.org and the National 

Women & Retirement Planning
qualiTy oF liFe  // YOUR MONEY

Committee on Pay Equity, 2008.)
Retirement is one area where you re-

ally need to be first in line. Because many 
women will spend upwards of 25 years in 
retirement, it’s important to attain the 
retirement lifestyle you envi-
sion and that you’ve worked so 
hard to achieve. It’s also crucial 
to ensure your income will last 
throughout your years in retire-
ment. (US Department of Health 
and Human Services: Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC): Health, United States 
2008; Table 26: Life expectancy 
at birth, at 65 and 75 years of age 
by race and sex.)

In my practice, I’ve found that 
women tend to be more engaged 
in their finances. Women tend 
to ask more frequent and bet-
ter questions than men. They’re 
also more likely to take notes. 
The flip side of this is that many 
of the women with whom I work 
seemed to start with less financial 
knowledge than their male coun-

terparts. Getting over the fear of meeting 
with someone seems to be one of the larg-
est hurdles that women face when looking 
to start working with an advisor. This fear 



BalTimore ouTloud    APRIL 13, 2018 •  baltimoreoutloud.com  t  31 

Real estate

Join the Weichert
Realtors-Urban
Lifestyles Team
and become part

of the family. 
Check out our
career night.

Call us for further 
information 

410-752-1050

Have a Career,
Not a Job!

Proud sponsor of

qualiTy oF liFe  // YOUR MONEY

Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger & Lauren Lynch

The Maryland Healthy Working Families Act 
became law in our state as of February 11th. 
This law requires all public and private em-
ployers to provide paid and unpaid earned 
sick and safe leave to eligible employees. 
According to the new law, an eligible em-
ployee can use earned sick and safe time for 
medical needs, such as, employee or family 
members mental and physical illness, injury, 
or medical visits including preventive care. 
As well, the law provides for maternity or 
paternity leave (to bond with a child). Other 
reasons for time-off include recovering from 
domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking 
(including physical and mental health care 
needs, obtaining victim or legal services, at-
tending legal proceedings, and time needed 
for relocation). 

While Montgomery County had a law 
in place for the county for about two years, 
Maryland becomes the eight state to pass 
such a law. Similar laws are in effect in Ar-

izona, California, Connecticut, Massachu-
setts, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, and 
Washington. Washington, DC, and Puerto 
Rico have also joined into this progressive 
movement. 

The law requires employers with 15 em-
ployees or more to provide paid time off for 
any of the reasons stated above; with smaller 
employers providing unpaid time off. Employ-
ees earn one hour of time for every 30 hours 
worked, with a maximum of 40 hours within a 
12-month period. Under the terms of the law, 
employees are able to carry over a maximum 
of 24 hours into the following year for a max-
imum of 64 hours.

For the most part, I have summarized the 

The Maryland 
Healthy 
Working 

Families Act

major points of this new law, however, it’s 
always a good idea to consult with local la-
bor attorneys to ensure that your respective 
time off policies are compliant to it. Now that I 
have explained the components, let’s explore 
some of the ramifications. 

As someone who has lived in a social 
democratic country for three years (The 
Netherlands), I had grown accustom to such 
laws, and even those that are far more gen-
erous to employees. With the European way 
of life so much different than ours culturally, 
employers, for the most part, willingly comply 
with these employee-favorable rules of en-
gagement. But we are not in Europe, are we? 
Unbelievably, we work in a country where 
most women who take off for 12 weeks to 
have a child are harshly judged when they 
return to work. Coworkers resent they have 
to pick up extra work while a new mother is 
out, and managers resent they have to find a 
way to cover for the time off. 

With the MHWFA, an employee can take 
off for many more reasons than FMLA, and, 
under the provisions of the law, employees 
are not necessarily required to provide docu-
mentation for the time requested. Depending 
on how employers implement the law, man-
agers are bracing themselves for impact. It 
is difficult enough for employers to keep their 
staffing needs in order. With the MHWFA, the 
challenges have potential to become even 
trickier. How will management and coworkers 
treat employees for using this protected time 
off? This remains to be seen.

Specific to the non-exempt (hourly) em-
ployee population, if an employer, hypotheti-
cally chooses to allow employees to use the 
time off in one-hour increments, this employ-
ee, after accruing this time, can call out stat-
ing “Sick and Safe Leave” up to 40-times in a 
12-month period without any repercussions. 
The employee must declare the Sick and 
Safe Leave time; the burden is not on man-
agement to ask. Will employees take advan-
tage of the new law? One would hope not. I 
am certain lawmakers passed this law to pro-
tect employees in a time of need, to protect 
them from any punitive actions an employer 
might take when things are not going so well 
for the employee or his/her family members.

While I am personally excited Maryland 
has taken a step in the direction of more em-
ployee protections, the jury is still out on just 
what the impact will be to employers over 
time. We are in the early stages of implemen-
tation across the state. Most employees are 
probably not yet aware of the law, but once 
they are able to view this new leave type 
on their paystubs (or other variation), it will 
quickly become known. It will quite interest-
ing to revisit how the Maryland Healthy Work-
ing Families Act has affected the workplace 
in a year. t

New law gives workers 
new benefits, throws a 
curve ball to employers
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What’s

Next?

dance, and much more. Philadelphia Boot-
black 2016 / Ms. Woods Leather 2013 Kim 
Simpson will be there bootblacking to make 
sure you look your best. Sounds like a fun 
weekend of leather in the woods. For de-
tails and reservations visit Thewoodscamp-
ground.com. 

Friday, June 22nd will be another fun 
weekend in Philadelphia as the Promethe-
an Guard and MAUL (Mid-Atlantic Uniform 
League) join forces to hold their 5th annu-
al “An Officer & A Leatherman Weekend.” 
On Friday night the gang will be at Tabu 
for happy hour followed by an evening of 
bar-hopping in the gayborhood. Saturday, 
June 23rd the clubs will host a bar night at 
the Bike Stop. 

Saturday, July 21st from 9 pm to 2 am 
brings “Evoke – Inauguration”: a queer par-
ty for those who are. This queer play party 
will be held at The Crucible in Washington, 
DC.

You will also want to mark your calen-
dar for the weekend of August 24th to 26th 
as the community gathers to select Mid-At-
lantic Leather Woman 2019 and Mid-Atlan-
tic Leather Woman Bootblack 2019. This 
will be the tenth year for MAL-W and the 
third year for MAL-BB. Friday, August 24th 
will be the meet-and-greet at the Baltimore 
Eagle, Saturday will bring the contest at a 
location to be announced soon, and Sun-
day will be the victory party for the new ti-
tleholders in Asbury Park, New Jersey. This 
event is not just for leather women. I have 
gone every year and have a great time. 
Come out and support the hard-working 
Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman titleholders. 

Speaking of Mid-Atlantic Leather Wom-
an, I recently sat down with Mid-Atlantic 
Leather Woman 2018 Amy “Foxxy” Phillips 
for an interview. I can’t wait to tell you her 
story in the next Leather Line. That’s what’s 
next! t

DC Eagle will 
be hosting an 
“All Clubs Bar 
Night.” This 
event is not just 
limited to the 
area’s leath-
er clubs. You 
will also meet 
folks from bear 
clubs, uniform 
clubs, LGBT 
sports clubs, the 
Imperial Court 
DC, and more. 
Sounds like a 
fun night to me. 

Also coming 
up soon in Wash-

ington is DC Leather 
Pride scheduled for the 
weekend of May 10th to 
13th. This annual cele-
bration begins on Thurs-

day, May 10th with a kick-off party at the 
Green Lantern where shirtless men drink 
free from 10 to 11 pm and men in underwear 
drink free from midnight until 12:30 am. On 
Friday, May 11th the Centaur MC will host 
“Jail & Bail” during bear happy hour (6 to 11 
pm) at Town followed by a play party from 
10 pm to 2 am at The Crucible. Saturday, 
May 12th brings “Kink Du Solei Expo” to the 
DC Eagle from 1 to 6 pm. This afternoon 
will include demos and information from lo-
cal organizations. On Saturday evening at 
the DC Eagle the will be a rubber / gear 
social followed by the “Distrkt C Dance Par-
ty” upstairs from 10 pm to 6 am. These are 
just a few of the events that make up DC 
Leather Pride. Check their Facebook page 
for more details. 

The Bike Stop in Philadelphia will go 
to the dogs on May 18th and 19th when 
the 3rd annual Mid-Atlantic Puppy & Han-
dler Contest is held. The meet and greet 
starts on Friday at 7 pm and the contest is 
on Saturday. Additional details are coming 
soon. Visit Mid-Atlantic Puppy & Handler 
Weekend on Facebook for contestant ap-
plications and more information. On May 
25th the Bike Stop will host a Philadelphia’s 
Women’s Leather Bar Night. Back here in 
Baltimore the ShipMates Club will be host-
ing a bar night on Friday, May 18th starting 
at 9 pm at Leon’s. On June 1st to 3rd it will 
be time once again to head into the woods 
as the Woods Campground in Lehighton, 
Pennsylvania, hosts their first Leather / Fe-
tish Weekend of the season. There will be 
a “Leather in the Woods” party sponsored 
by Bears, Bikers, & Mayhem with a leather 
dress code strictly enforced, demos, a pool 
party, motorcycle run for those with bikes, 
a cocktail party put on by Bucks MC, a 

I really enjoy writing my interview columns. 
I always insist on doing them in person. I 
like to sit down with that person and really 
make a connection. You just can’t do that 
over the telephone and you really can’t do 
it if you just send them questions and they 
write their answers and send them back. I 
also like writing about my experiences at 
leather events, such as Mid-Atlantic Leath-
er Weekend. One of the best compliments 
I ever received from a reader was when a 
young man came up to me during MAL’s 
leather cocktails and said, “I’ve never 
been to this event before. You always write 

about the fun 
time that you 
have, so I want-
ed to come. I’m 
having a great 
time. Thank 
you.” I also like 
to share sto-
ries about what 
makes a good 
leather title-
holder or my 
e x p e r i e n c e s 
and thoughts 
on the leath-
er communi-
ty, rope play, 
puppy play, etc. 
My least favorite column to write is the one 
about coming events. They seem less per-
sonal, but they are very much needed be-
cause I want you to go out and have some 
experiences of your own. Here are some 
more leather events that are coming up in 
the next few months. Make plans to join the 
fun. 

Ever want to meet folks from different 
LGBT clubs but with the price of gas just 
can’t spend your money and time running 
all over the Mid-Atlantic area? Have I got 
a deal for you! On Saturday, May 5th the 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

leaTHer

Check this out! 
– ShipMates 
presents $1,040 
to Baltimore 
Transgender 
Alliance

Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

“One of the best 
compliments I ever 

received from a reader 
was when a young 
man came up to me 

during MAL’s leather 
cocktails and said, ‘I’ve 
never been to this event 
before. You always write 
about the fun time that 
you have, so I wanted 

to come.’”
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993

227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850BEST PRICES IN TOWN

KARAOKE SUNDAY 9 p.m.-12

TUESDAY SHOW TUNES with Jayson 8 p.m.-10 p.m

DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY 
9 p.m. till the music stops

Stop in and meet our NEWEST BARTENDER JOE
Saturday and Sunday

Let's not forget to come out and see JOSIE
Baltimore's Best Bartender
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Stop in and meet our NEWEST BARTENDER JOE
Saturday and Sunday

Let's not forget to come out and see JOSIE
Baltimore's Best Bartender
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALOON

FINANCIAL

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 W. Lexington Street  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

 Grand Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649
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Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas.

Every story in the rainbow
Stirring romances. Inspiring dramas. Uplifting biographies. Pride comes in many stories. Xfi nity X1 has 
the fi rst-of-its-kind, community endorsed LGBTQ entertainment experience. Simply say “Pride” into the 
X1 Voice Remote to easily search this awesome collection. On X1, it’s Pride all year, only with Xfi nity.℠ 

Find yourself at www.xfi nity.com/LGBTQ 
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