
and perseverance. There 
were some strong beliefs 
in Baltimore that being gay 
was wrong or immoral. The 
church I was raised in was for 
the most part pretty good un-
til we got a homophobic pas-
tor, and life became a little 
more tricky and complicated. 
That had a negative impact 
on my sense of self-worth, 
and I spent several years try-
ing to address the issues of 
my own religious trauma, as 
well as the religious trauma 
in our community. This was 
complicated because of my 
poor interpretation of scrip-
ture and the religious theol-
ogy that was perpetuated at 
my church. By 16, however, I Dr. Durryle Brooks – Job one was overcoming 

‘religious trauma’

human being. I’ve learned that I need to take 
more time for myself and how I interact with 
different people when I’m with them all the 
time. So that’s been a good mirror in front of 
my face, which is not what I imagined at first 
when I booked this tour.”

Espiritu added that she is excited to re-
turn to Baltimore, having visited the city once 
before. “I was there briefly, but I didn’t do too 
much exploring. It was quick overnight get-
away which involved eating crab cakes. This 
will be my first time to really explore the city, 
and I’m very excited.”

For more info and tickets, visit 
France-merrickpac.com. t
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Musical opens 
March 20th

—continued on page 3

‘We Always Make a Way 
Out of No Way’ 

By Frankie kujawa
Featuring a musical score composed by 
Andrew Lloyd Webber, School of Rock is 
in session at Baltimore’s Hippodrome The-
atre. Running from Tuesday, March 20th 
to Sunday, March 25th, School of Rock 
is the hilarious musical based on the hit 
film of the same name. 
The musical follows Dew-
ey Finn, a wannabe rock 
star posing as a substitute 
teacher, who turns a class 
of straight-A students into a guitar-shred-
ding, bass-slapping, mind-blowing rock 
band. Baltimore OUTloud recently chat-
ted with Kristian Espiritu, an ensemble 
member for the performance.

“This musical is based off the well-
known Jack Black movie,” Espiritu be-
gan. “All of the original songs from the 
movie, as well as 14 new ones, are 
in the show. Audiences should come 

in expecting lots of 
laughs. These kids are 
kicking butt with the 

School of Rock 
is in Session at 

playing of these instruments. 
Many of them are multi-instru-
mentalists. They’re actors, sing-
ers, and performers, as well. 
This show has a lot of heart and 
a lot of ‘wow’ factor throughout.”

Espiritu, who was born in New York but 
calls Los Angeles her home, 
plays multiple roles throughout 
the performance. “Being part of 
the adult ensemble, I’m playing 
parents and teachers to the 

children, as well as your lovable neighbor-
hood bartender. I also play Lawrence’s moth-
er. He’s the keyboardist in the band. I also 
play teacher Mrs. Gordon, as well.”

Having been on the road since mid-Sep-
tember, Espiritu has found tour life very inter-
esting. “It wasn’t exactly what I was expecting. 
There’s all the fun tourism part of it, visiting a 
new city each week. I enjoy finding things in 
the city that make you happy, such as muse-
ums and new food. But, personally for me, it’s 
been a good way to learn about myself and 
improving myself and being a more decent 

Talking with 
Dr. Durryle 

Brooks, new 
head of the 
Center for 

Black Equity

By Bill reDmonD-Palmer
Dr. Durryle Brooks recently 
took the helm as at the Center 
for Black Equity – Baltimore 
(CBEB), the organizers of Balti-
more Black Pride, now in its 16th 
year. CBEB’s mission includes 
the goal of fostering “a sense of 
belonging and connectedness 
among the Black LGBTQ Com-
munity in the Baltimore metro-
politan area and increase our 
capacity to be mentally, physi-
cally, spiritually, emotionally and 
economically healthy.” 

Dr. Brooks grew up in Cherry Hill in Bal-
timore, and was educated in Baltimore’s 
public-school system, graduating from 

the former Southern High School. 
He received a degree in religious 
studies from St. Mary’s College 
of Maryland, and a master’s de-
gree in Sexuality Studies from San 
Francisco State University. Most 
recently he completed his Ph.D. in 
education at the University of Mas-
sachusetts, Amherst.

Bill redmond-Palmer: your 
life connects some very diverse 
contexts. what’s been your 

journey to where you are today?
Durryle Brooks: Growing up in Bal-

timore City in the late 1980s and early 
1990s was for me a story of both challenge 

kristian 
espiritu

Hippodrome
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black community go in the future?
I’m so excited to be a part of this commu-

nity because we always make a way out of 
no way. I want us to come together and work 
collaboratively to pool resources to ensure 
the people we serve have all the things they 
need to thrive. I want to see us keep hope 
alive and at the center of all the work that we 
do, and to work strategically together to uplift 
the needs of our community. 

I hope that there are more and more 
black LGBTQ people coming out and get-
ting active, so the community can con-
tinue to grow. I want to see more black 
LGBTQ folks on the leadership committees 
throughout the city, and on city commis-
sions and boards. I want to see more black 
LGBTQ people owning their own business-
es, serving on the school board, heading 
up youth initiatives and more. I want us to 
continue being great, and for those who 
don’t believe that they are great, to dis-
cover that on their journey to healing and 
wholeness. t

dr. Brooks is also founder and pres-
ident of love and Justice consulting, 
focusing on diversity and social justice 
education. learn more at loveandjustice-
consulting.com.

Call ERA Law Group Today 
(410) 919-1790, or visit us at
1997 Annapolis Exchange Pkwy,
Suite 300, Annapolis, MD 21401

●  Elder Law
●  Estate Planning
●  Family Law
●  Guardianship
●  Mediation
●  Medicaid Planning & Qualification
●  Personal Injury
●  Probate
●  Veteran's Benefits
●  LGBTQIA Matters

Valerie E. Anias, Esq.
vanias@eralawgroup.com 

Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

news // LOCAL 

DATE:  March  28th
TIME:   6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

LOCATION:   The Waxter Center
     1000 Cathedral Street at Eager Street
	 											Baltimore,		MD	21201

Food and refreshments will be provided

GET PREPPED ON PrEP:
A TOWN HALL MEETING ON

HIV PREVENTION & PRE-EXPOSURE PROPHYLAXIS
Join	us	to	learn	about	the	latest	exciting	news	on	HIV	Prevention	&	PrEP

for	men	who	have	sex	with	men	and	for	transgender	people.
Tell	us	what	you	think	and	feel	about	HIV	Prevention	&	PrEP.

Hosted	by
AIDS	Action	Baltimore

Sponsored	by
Chase	Brexton	Health	Care,		Center	for	Black	Equity-Baltimore,	GLCCB,

Johns	Hopkins	Center	for	AIDS	Research	&	REACH	Initiative,
	Supported	by	funding	from	Gilead	Sciences,	Inc. 

and	IMPACT	a	Baltimore	City	Health	Department	Campaign

was slowly but surely making my way and 
redefining myself. 

I think the most important thing that 
I’ve learned on that journey is that I’m both 
black and queer living in a society that con-
stantly perpetuates anti-blackness. 

where do you hope the CBeB to be 
in the future?

I think the future for the CBEB is very 
bright. Baltimore is a chocolate city with 
an amazing and resourceful LGBTQ com-
munity. Our short-term goal is to grow our 
internal capacity, and my first priority is to 
continue to grow the membership of our 
board of directors to join the amazing peo-
ple we currently have.

In the long-term, I’d love for CBEB 
to be able to provide direct services. It’s 
something that the board and I are careful-
ly considering. We will identify niches that 
are not currently filled by other organiza-
tions in the city, and we’ll be able to refine 
that vision as we continue to analyze our 
community’s needs. Whatever we do in 
the community, I think our work needs to 
be trauma-informed, and centered on the 
narratives in the lived experience of black 
LGBTQ people in the city. 

where do you hope to see the queer 

‘We Always Make a Way 
Out of No Way’ 

—continued from page 1

As we go to press on March 13th, a US 
district court in Maryland has ruled a fe-
male-to-male transgender student, Max 
Brennan, can use restrooms and locker 
rooms that align 
with his gender 
identity.  The 
court in m.a.B. 
v. Board of edu-
cation of Talbot 
county said the 
school district 
could not require him to use separate fa-
cilities, and that having done so was in 
violation of federal and Maryland anti-dis-
criminations laws. 

“M.A.B.’s claims come down to a boy 
asking his school to treat him just like 
any other boy,” US District Court Judge 
George L. Russell, III, wrote. “This court 
finds that Title IX and the Equal Protection 

Clause provide M.A.B. grounds to do so.”
“I am extremely happy with the court’s 

decision, and think it is a great step in the 
right direction,” Brennan said in a state-

ment. “I am hope-
ful that this case 
will not only help 
change policy for 
the better, but 
help the students 
who are bound to 
come after me.”

“We hope this decision is a wake-up 
call for the Talbot county School Board‚“ 
said Jennifer Kent, managing attorney 
with FreeState Justice. “School systems in 
Maryland should know the law and should 
be protecting students who are transgen-
der from discrimination, not singling them 
out for separate and unequal treatment.” t

Federal District Court in Maryland Rules 
that Trans Student Can Use Toilet of Choice
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Tommy Gunn’s Male 
Burlesque Revue 

Debuts March 30th
An all-new male burlesque revue, hosted 
by Tommy Gunn, promises to feature a “ro-
tating cast of sexy performers the likes of 
which Baltimore has never seen.” 

“Tommy Gunn’s Fully Loaded: Male 
Burlesque” debuts Friday, March 30th, 10 
pm to midnight at the Nest Nightclub at 
the Baltimore Eagle (2022 North Charles 
Street). The event will recur monthly, every 
third Friday. 

Cover is $10 at the door, $7 if pur-
chased in advance online at Thebalti-
moreeagle.com/home/shop. For more info, 
it’s Facebook.com/ThomasGunpowder. t

First Annual LGBT 
Business Expo, 

March 28th
The Maryland LGBT Chamber of Com-
merce will host the first annual LGBT Busi-
ness Expo on March 28th from 4 to 8 pm 
at the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore Mansion 
House (1876 Mansion House Drive, Bal-
timore). Members will be presenting their 
businesses or services at the Expo, repre-
senting over 50 companies.

The day’s events will begin at 4:15 pm 

with a keynote by Sen. Rich Madaleno, 
Maryland State Senator from Montgomery 
County and candidate for governor. This 
will be followed by ten different 30-minute 
sessions presented by LGBT Chamber of 
Commerce member companies on a va-
riety of topics including wealth manage-

VIP Weekend Pass holders.
“Incognito” closes out with “Last Call” 

at Baltimore Eagle, a live raffle drawing 
hosted by Abbi Kadabra and Shaunda 
Leer and broadcast on Facebook Live, and 
a few other surprises. Raffle drawing will 
offer prizes from D4AC sponsors, including 
Sensy, Hotel Brexton, Horse & Horn Los 
Angeles, Broke Straight Boys, Floyd’s 99 
Barber Shop, and others. Free admission. 

Pre-sale on weekend passes ends 
soon. For more information, and to pur-
chase weekend passes and D4AC t-shirts, 
visit D4acevents.com or on Eventbrite. 
Follow D4AC (D4AC Events) on Facebook 
for special offers. t

New Faces of 
Maryland Hip-Hop 

Night
After a two-year hiatus, and a name 
change, Miss New Faces of Baltimore is 
back as New Faces of Maryland. Each 
month through November, they’ll host a 
Hip-Hop Night and New Faces of Maryland 
contest at Ziascoz (1313 East Pratt Street, 
Baltimore), with the first event planned for 
March 24th. The finals will be held in De-
cember.

Contest registration is from 8 to 9 pm. 
Hip-Hop will play from 8 to 10 pm, and the 
contest and show will be held from 10 to 

midnight. When the contest ends, Hip-Hop 
will play until closing time.

Participation in the contest is on a first-
come, first-served basis. Contest registra-
tion is free, and winners receive a cash 
prize, along with the opportunity to per-
form at the following month’s contest. To 
compete, you may be currently active as 
a male or female impersonator, however 
you may not have ever held or reigned in 
a state, regional, national, or international 
title. The contest performance time limit is 

Get Prepped on 
PrEP: Town Hall 

March 28th
There’s exciting news on HIV prevention 
and PrEP for men who have sex with men 
and for transgender people. Learn more on 
March 28th, from 6:30 to 8 pm, when AIDS 
Action Baltimore will host “Get Prepped on 
PrEP: A Town Hall Meeting on HIV Preven-

tion & Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis.” They 
will provide updates on the latest updates, 
and there’s an opportunity for community 
input on what people are thinking and feel-
ing about HIV prevention and PrEP.

The event will be held at the Waxter 
Center (1001 Cathedral Street, Baltimore). 
There will be food and refreshments. For 
more info visit Facebook.com/aidsaction-
baltimore or email baltoaids@aol.com.

The event is sponsored by the Center 
for Black Equity Baltimore, Chase Brexton 
Health Care, the GLCCB, Johns Hopkins 
Center for AIDS Research and its REACH 
(Research, Education, Advocacy, Commu-
nity Health) Initiative. Support comes also 
by funding from Gilead Sciences and Im-
pact, a Baltimore City Health Department 
campaign. t

Pride 2018: 
Grand Marshal / Ac-

tivist of the Year
Nominations Open

Who should be the honorary grand mar-
shals of the 2018 Baltimore Pride parade? 
And who deserves to be named Activist 
of the Year? The 2018 Baltimore Pride 
Committee seeks nominations from the 
community for these honors.  To make a 
nomination visit Bit.ly/2p7keLw and look 
for both polls on the Facebook event feed. 
For more info on Baltimore Pride, it’s Bal-
timorepride.org.

ment, estate planning, family law, business 
law, fitness and health, certification as an 
LGBT business enterprise. and growing 
your business.

Complimentary beer, wine, and light 
fare will be provided by Copper Kitchen, 
Constantine Wines, Heavy Seas Beer, the 
Baltimore Eagle, Lord Baltimore Hotel, Fla-
vor, and Touche Touchet Bakery and Cafe.

Admission is free but try to reserve 
in advance as there’s room only for 180 
attendees. Tickets are available at Bit.ly/
2FuoL5d.

For a current membership directory and 
a list of corporate sponsors, visit Mdlgbt.
org. For information about the expo, visit 
Bit.ly/2Inkdv1 or email joan@mdlgbt.org. t

Ultra Naté Tops 
Lineup for D4AC’s 

‘Incognito’
D4AC (Dance for a Cause) released its 
official lineup this week for “Incognito,” a 
three-day, masquerade-themed circuit-par-
ty fundraiser benefiting Chase Brexton and 
Baltimore AIDS Walk & Run, April 20th to 
22nd. 

The weekend kicks off with the aptly 
titled “Opening Night” (Friday, April 20th) 
at Baltimore Eagle, featuring DJ Matthew 
Lee, a raffle ticket sale, drink specials, and 
a Baltimore AIDS Walk signup with Chase 
Brexton. Admission is $20. Free for VIP 
Weekend Pass holders.

Back-to-back events on Saturday, April 
21st pack a punch with “Heroics,” a super-
hero cosplay at Baltimore Eagle, with DJs 
Zathan Radix and Rob G3, Abbi Kadabra, 
Shaunda Leer, raffle ticket sale, free swag, 
shot jocks, drink specials, and an exclu-
sive live performance by Baltimore’s own 
Ultra Naté. One of the most successful 
dance club artists of all time according to 
Billboard, Ultra will perform a high-energy 
setlist of select hits for a VIP-only crowd. 
Superhero costumes encouraged but not 
required. Admission to “Heroics” is $20. 
Performance is an additional $10. Both are 
free for VIP Weekend Pass holders. 

Saturday night continues at “MASQ,” 
a masquerade-themed after-party at 1722 
After Hours (formerly Factory17). Ryan 
Doubleyou and Scott Howard will helm 
the DJ booth, dancers Brandon English, 
Trevor Northman, and Roman Marx, free 
swag, raffle ticket sale, and more. Masks 
encouraged. Admission is $20. Free for 
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five minutes or less. Winners are chosen 
by crowd acclamation.

There’s a $7 cover for patrons. For 
more info, visit Bit.ly/2Gj3AQy. t

Help Feed the 
Homeless March 

25th
B & Dee’s Baltimore Love is planning two 
events in March to provide meals to people 
in Baltimore currently experiencing home-
lessness.

On March 25th at noon, join your 
neighbors at the Baltimore Rescue Mission 
(4 North Central Avenue, Baltimore) for 
the March Lunch Patrol. From there they 
will disperse to distribute premade brown-
bag lunches to those in need throughout 
the city on foot and by vehicle. Lunches 
include a sandwich, drink, snack, and des-
sert. Volunteers of all ages are encouraged 
to participate.

For more information on donating 
brown-bag lunches or about the event, visit 
Bit.ly/2DiYJvv.

On March 31st, from 1 to 4 pm, B & 
Dee’s will host their second annual Easter 
Celebration, underneath the JFX at Holli-
day and Hillen streets.

The event is open to people of all ages, 
and children and families are encouraged 
to participate to celebrate the season with 
those in need. 

There will be many children’s activi-
ties including Easter eggs, face painting, 
balloon animals, and more. Live enter-
tainment will be provided by Moe Stringz 

Acoustic Duo and DJ StevieG.
The potluck style dinner will be served 

at 2 pm. Sign up and bring something for 
the meal at Bit.ly/2Gnysj2. t

Sun. through Tues. Closed
Wed. through Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m 

Hearts & Ears, Inc.
is a non-profit organization for Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender,
Intersex and Questioning individuals 

with mental health issues
and concerns.

We warmly welcome all sexual and
gender minorities.

611 PARK AVENUE SUITE A BALTIMORE, MD 21201 • 410-523-1694
heartsandears.org

Wellness and 
Recovery Center

Wellness and 
Recovery Center

news // LOCAL

john Donahue of the Baltimore Men’s Chorus 
as King George III, from their “BMC Goes Bad” 
cabaret event on March 9th. Catch the upcom-
ing reprise on March 30th!

The Baltimore Flamingos – Baltimore’s gay rugby team, held their Rugby 101 event, open to 
anyone interested in learning about the Flamingos and rugby, on March 11th.

shaunda leer hosted Towson University’s 
annual Queer Brunch event on March 11th

Black Voices 2018 awardees – On February 23rd, the GLCCB presented Black Voices 2018 
Awards to Coronado ‘Cody’ Lopez, Kalima Young, Kevi Smith-Joyner, Carlton R. Smith, Jasmine 
Pope, and Jamie Grace Alexander.

Black Voices 
awardees 2018

Flamingos Gay 
Rugby

Baltimore 
Men’s 

Chorus

Towson University 
2018 
Queer 
Brunch

Baltimore 
rescue
mission
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Learn more at truvada.com

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.

TRUVADA for PrEP™ is a once-daily prescription medicine that 
can help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 when taken every day 
and used together with safer sex practices.

 ® TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV through sex. 

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection 
and if TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.And I make choices that fi t my life.

I'm passionate, 
not impulsive.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP?
TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription medicine that is used 
together with safer sex practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. 
This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help 
determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fl uids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about 
TRUVADA for PrEP?
Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:  

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. You must 
get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA 
to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 ® Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have fl u-like symptoms, you could have recently become 
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a fl u-like illness within 
the last month before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
 ® You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

 ® You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
 ® Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.
 ® If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

 ® To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
 ® Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
 ® Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 
easier for HIV to infect you.

 ® Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 
having fewer sex partners.

 ® Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of 
getting HIV-1 infection.

 ® If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 
alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If 
you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat 
over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 ® Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. 
If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do 
not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they 
will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 

 ® Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. If 
you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to treat 
HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 
and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

 ® Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?
Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:

 ® Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do 
blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA. 
If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking TRUVADA.

 ® Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but 
rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, 
unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a 
fast or abnormal heartbeat.

 ® Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

 ® Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

 ® All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 
have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis. 

 ® If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should 
keep taking TRUVADA.

 ® If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If 
you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 ® All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with 
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 ® If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider 
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.
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Learn more at truvada.com

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.

TRUVADA for PrEP™ is a once-daily prescription medicine that 
can help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 when taken every day 
and used together with safer sex practices.

 ® TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV through sex. 

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection 
and if TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.And I make choices that fi t my life.

I'm passionate, 
not impulsive.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP?
TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription medicine that is used 
together with safer sex practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. 
This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help 
determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fl uids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about 
TRUVADA for PrEP?
Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:  

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. You must 
get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA 
to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 ® Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have fl u-like symptoms, you could have recently become 
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a fl u-like illness within 
the last month before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
 ® You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

 ® You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
 ® Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.
 ® If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

 ® To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
 ® Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
 ® Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 
easier for HIV to infect you.

 ® Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 
having fewer sex partners.

 ® Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of 
getting HIV-1 infection.

 ® If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 
alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If 
you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat 
over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 ® Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. 
If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do 
not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they 
will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 

 ® Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. If 
you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to treat 
HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 
and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

 ® Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?
Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:

 ® Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do 
blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA. 
If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking TRUVADA.

 ® Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but 
rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, 
unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a 
fast or abnormal heartbeat.

 ® Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

 ® Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

 ® All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 
have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis. 

 ® If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should 
keep taking TRUVADA.

 ® If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If 
you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 ® All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with 
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 ® If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider 
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT 
TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP:
 •  You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not already 

have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are 
confirmed to be HIV-1 negative.

•  Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently become 
infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like symptoms, tiredness, fever,  joint or 
muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had a flu-like illness 
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
•  You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP may not 

keep you from getting HIV-1. 

•  You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Get tested for HIV-1 at least 
every 3 months while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
think you were exposed to HIV-1 or have a flu-like illness while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

•  If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone to  
treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to  
treat over time.

•  See the “How To Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.

TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including:

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. If you 
have HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not stop taking 
TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health 
regularly for several months.

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA for PrEP is a prescription medicine used together with safer sex practices to help 
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at 
high risk of getting HIV-1.

•  To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
• Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.  
• Take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection. 

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP
•  Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have been exposed to HIV-1.

•  Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1 infection.

•  Use TRUVADA for PrEP together with condoms and safer sex practices.

•  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking  
TRUVADA for PrEP.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP” section.
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but rare medical emergency 

that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness 
or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach 
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or 
abnormal heartbeat. 

•  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain. 

• Bone problems.

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area (abdomen) pain, 
headache, and decreased weight.

These are not all the possible side effects of  TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and during 
treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.  

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis.
• Have any other medical conditions.
• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If you become HIV-positive, HIV 

can pass to the baby in breast milk. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal 

supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be taken with TRUVADA 

for PrEP.

HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK
• Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
•  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it easier for HIV to  

infect you.
•  Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as having fewer sex partners.
•  Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them.

GET MORE INFORMATION
•  This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for PrEP. Talk to your 

healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to prevent HIV infection.
• Go to start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
•  If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for program information.

IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about taking 
TRUVADA for PrEPTM (pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the 
risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does not replace talking to your 
healthcare provider about your medicine.

(tru-VAH-dah)

TRUVADA FOR PREP, the TRUVADA FOR PREP Logo, the TRUVADA Blue Pill Design, TRUVADA, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead  
Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners. 

Version date: April 2017

© 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. TVDC0139 07/17 
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BeyonD The BelTway

talking about sins, not crimes,” the es-
cort was quoted as saying in the state-
ment. (associated Press & Pink News.
co.UK at montrealgazette.com/news/
world/allegations-about-40-gay-priests-in-
italy-sent-to-vatican/wcm/94c79b53-a170-
47be-b15d-7ba43fdc510c and Pinknews.
co.uk/2018/03/05/a-male-escort-sent-a-
1200-page-dossier-calling-40-priests-ac-
tively-gay-to-the-vatican) 

Skater Rippon 
speaks frankly 
on Grindr use at 
Olympics

In recent weeks he’s worn a harness 
to the Oscars and playfully responded to 
Sally Field’s attempt to set him up with her 
son. More importantly, he also won bronze 
as part of the US figure skating team at the 
Winter Olympics. Needless to say, with his 
amazing talent and openness about sexu-
ality, Adam Rippon has won legions of new 
fans since the games last month. And after 

reading his latest interview, we’ve fallen in 
love with him that little bit more.

In a chat with the New York Times, the 
sportsman fearlessly fielded a question 
about hooking up at the Games in Py-
eongchang, South Korea. Indeed, when 
asked “Is the Olympic athletes’ village re-
ally like a hotbed of sexual Tinder, Grindr, 

Lots of LGBT 
Pride at the 
90th Oscars

los angeles – History was made once 
again at the 90th Annual Academy Awards. 
From A Fantastic Woman’s huge win, to 
out directors and producers winning for 
their work, LGBT people shined bright on 
Oscar night. 

One of the most exciting wins of the 
night was for a Fantastic Woman, which 
won the Oscar for Best Foreign Language 
Film. Starring out transgender actress 
Daniela Vega, the film tells the story of a 

transgender woman who loses a loved one. 
An Oscar win for a film starring a transgen-
der woman portrayed by a transgender ac-
tress is a much-needed step toward more 
accurate representation in Hollywood. The 
coveted Best Picture Award was given to 
The Shape of Water, a magical romance 
which featured Richard Jenkins as Giles, a 
gay man who is the best friend of the film’s 
protagonist and helps her at every turn. 
The film also took home Best Director for 
Guillermo del Toro, as well as Best Score 
and Production Design. Although filmed in 
Toronto, the story takes place in Baltimore. 

The award for Best Animated Feature 
went to Pixar’s coco. Accepting the award 
were out producer Darla K. Anderson and 
out co-director Adrian Molina, the latter of 
which thanked “my family, my Latino com-
munity, to my husband Ryan.” James Ivo-
ry’s screenplay for call me by Your Name 
won the Oscar for Best Adapted Screen-
play. The film is a moving coming-of-age ro-
mance between a 17-year-old youth and a 
young man in Italy during the 1980s. In his 
speech, the out writer and director spoke 
of the universality of first loves, “whether 
gay, straight or somewhere in between.” 
In another beautiful moment for call me 
by Your Name, Daniela Vega introduced 
Sufjan Stevens’s moving performance of 
the original song “Mystery of Love,” writ-
ten and nominated for the film. Vega is the 
first out trans actress to present at the Os-

cars. The “In Memoriam” section featured 
Academy Award-winning documentarian 
Debra Chasnoff whose work redefined gay 
families and broke new ground for LGBT 
acceptance. (Bay Windows – Raina deer-
water at Baywindows.com)

Supreme Court 
lets stand 
Arizona same-
sex parent case

washington, DC – The US Supreme 
Court announced last month that it will not 
review the decision in mclaughlin v. mc-
laughlin, an Arizona Supreme Court case 
that found a woman to be the legal parent 
of the child she and her same-sex spouse 
conceived through assisted reproduction 
during their marriage. The National Center 
for Lesbian Rights (NCLR), Arizona attor-
ney Claudia Work, and Ropes & Gray LLP 
represented the mother who sought to be 
recognized as a parent in this case. 

As the Arizona Supreme Court recog-
nized, the US Supreme Court rulings in 
Obergefell v. Hodges and Pavan v. Smith 
require states to treat married same-sex 
parents and married different-sex par-
ents equally under the law. The Arizona 
Supreme Court explained: “It would be 
inconsistent with Obergefell to conclude 
that same-sex couples can legally marry 

but states can then deny them the same 
benefits of marriage afforded opposite-sex 
couples.” NCLR’s Catherine Sakimura 
said, “States across the country should 
take careful note of this decision. Discrim-
ination against married same-sex couples 
will not be tolerated.” 

Suzan McLaughlin and Kimberly Mc-
Laughlin were a married lesbian couple 
who had a child in 2011 using an anon-
ymous sperm donor. After separating in 
2013, Kimberly stopped allowing Suzan 
to see their child, and Suzan filed a legal 

action to be recognized as a parent. The 
Arizona Supreme Court held that Suzan 
should indeed be recognized as a legal 
parent to her child. Courtesy of the Nation-
al Center for Lesbian Rights (Seattle Gay 
News at Sgn.org)

Vatican 
investigates 
outing of 40 
gay priests by 
rentboy

Vatican City – Associated Press re-
ports that the archdiocese of Naples says 
it has sent the Vatican a 1,200-page dos-
sier compiled by a male escort identifying 

40 actively gay priests and seminarians in 
Italy. In a statement on the diocesan web-
site, Cardinal Cresenzio Sepe said none 
of the identified priests worked in Naples. 
But he said he decided to forward the file 
to the Vatican because “there remains the 
gravity of the cases for which those who 
have erred must pay the price, and be 
helped to repent for the harm done.” 

The dossier, containing WhatsApp 
chats and other evidence, was compiled 
by a self-proclaimed gay escort, Frances-
co Mangiacapra. He has told Italian me-
dia that he outed the priests because he 
couldn’t stand their hypocrisy any longer. 

“The aim is not to hurt the people men-
tioned, but to help them understand that 
their souls’ life, however seemingly con-
venient, is not useful to them or to all the 
people for whom they should be a guide 
and an example to follow,” he said in a 
statement.

None of the 34 priests or six semi-
narians was accused of having sex with 
minors, Mangiacapra was quoted as 
saying in the diocesan statement “We’re 

compiled by Jim Becker

—continued on page 12
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
Our Beloved Community,
We present this farewell letter to you in sad-
ness but also in the spirit of opportunity. Broth-
er Jabari Lyles has done amazing work at the 
Center bringing it from the brink of extinction 
and rightly centering our work on the most 
marginalized persons in our community. Upon 
reading his goodbye, we hope that it causes 
you to join us in uplifting the most vulnerable 
people we serve while confronting the ever 
present threat of white supremacy in Balti-
more’s LGBTQ community. We have come a 
long way in our history. Lest we remind you 
of the days within the Center when Black and 
Brown faces were not welcome nor appreciat-
ed and the most privileged used this entity as 
their country club. Those days are gone but 
if we don’t increase our awareness and rest 

on our laurels, they can easily return. With 
that, we ask you to join us in our quest for 
the liberation of all LGBTQ people in the spirit 
of respect, affirmation, and humility. We move 
forward continuing the struggle for which so 
many have sacrificed. In the spirit of Marsha 
P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera,

Rev. Merrick Moses
Board member, GLCCB 

Dear Community, 
I am writing to announce my resignation 

from the Board of Directors for GLCCB. For 
the past three years, I have enjoyed the priv-
ilege of leading this organization shortly as 
Acting Executive Director and then most re-
cently as President of the Board of Directors. 

I have seen our organization overcome obsta-
cles and break through barriers many said it 
never could. 

With big vision, and fierce love, I set out 
to prove the dire necessity of an important 
yet once fledgling resource in our city, and 
inspire belief in its capacity to one day meet 
the real needs of our community. As Baltimore 
watched its LGBTQ center descend into dis-
array, thousands needed and lost a resource 
to count on. Just before our organization had 
completely crumbled into itself, I, along with 
a small, mighty team mostly comprised of 
people who are Black, people who are trans-
gender, seniors, youth, and people living with 
HIV/AIDS, all working for free, gave this cen-
ter a new chance at life. The communities 
our center once turned its back on ended up 
being responsible for its rebirth. And what a 
rebirth it was. 

For the past three years I have witnessed 
this organization grow into a healthy, reliable 
place for Baltimore’s SGL and LGBTQ com-

Farewell Letter munities. While it has been one of the most 
important journeys of my personal and pro-
fessional life, I now see it necessary for me 
to move on. My departure is bittersweet, and 
I wish the ultimate success for this organi-
zation, which no doubt will be found among 
talented leaders who work together in one 
direction, who understand this organization 
and the role of white supremacy in its demise, 
and who understand our community is strong 
only when our most vulnerable survive. I call 
on those leaders now. Lend your talents and 
your time to ensure our community center, 
one of the longest-running in the country, 
continues to unite and empower sexual mi-
norities for many more years to come. I will 
always believe in the GLCCB we need, and 
could have.

With Pride,
Jabari M. Lyles
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THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

Events Calendar: March 2018
Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays

03/18

Narcotics Anonymous 
11:00am-1:00pm Room 3

Gentle Mindful Yoga 
3:30pm-4:45pm ($10) 
Room 3

03/25

Narcotics Anonymous
11:00am-1:00pm Room 3

Gentle Mindful Yoga
3:30pm-4:45pm ($10) 
Room 3

03/19

Youth Against Oppression 
(YAO)
4:00pm-6:00pm

03/26

Youth Against Oppression 
(YAO)
4:00pm-6:00pm

Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet 
1:00pm-8pm.  Room 3

03/20

Teen Art Group
5:30pm-7:30pm Lobby/
Lounge

Board of Directors 
Meeting
6:30pm-8:30pm Room 2

Kalos Fitness Indoor 
Bootcamp
6:30pm-7:30pm Room 3 
($10)

03/27

Teen Art Group
5:30pm-7:30pm Room 2

Meet for a Cause
6:00pm-8:00pm 
Conf. Room

New Volunteer Orientation
6:30pm-8:30pm 
Conf. Room

03/21
HIV/STI Testing with STAR 
TRACK
6:30pm-8:30pm Front Office

The Mankind Project
6:30pm-8:30pm Room 1

TransBaltimore
7:30pm-9:30pm Room 3

Sexual Compulsives 
Anonymous
7:00p-8:00pm Room 2

03/28

The Mankind Project
6:30pm-8:30pm Room 1

Sexual Compulsives 
Anonymous
7:00p-8:00pm Conf. Room

FreeState Justice Legal Clinic
4:30pm – 6:30pm  Room 2

Vogue Practice with 
STAR TRACK
6:30pm – 9:30pm  Room 3

03/22
Youth Against Oppression
4:30pm-7:00pm Room 3

Peculiar Blerd League
6:00pm-9:00pm Room 3

Baltimore Trans Masculine 
Alliance
6:30pm-9:00pm Room 2

03/29 
Youth Against Oppression
4:30pm-6:30pm Room 3

Sistahs of Pride
7:00pm-9:00pm Room 1

03/16

Crystal Meth Anonymous 
[CMA]
6:30pm-8:30pm Room 1

Giovanni’s Room Open 
Mic featuring Jasmin 
Roberts
7:00pm-10:00pm Room 
3 ($5)

03/23

Breaking Bread Project 
6:30pm – 10:00pm Room 3

03/30
Crystal Meth Anonymous 
[CMA] 
6:30pm – 8:30pm.  Room1

Breaking Bread/BMX
6:30pm – 10:00pm.  Room

T.ransO.utreachN.ightI.
nitiative
11:00pm – 2:00am.  Lounge

03/17

Alcoholics Anonymous 
5:00pm-8:00pm Lobby/
Lounge

03/24

Alcoholics Anonymous
5:00pm-8:00pm Lobby/
Lounge

03/31

Alcoholics Anonymous 
5:00pm-8:00pm Lobby/
Lounge

Baltimore Pride 2018 
Art Theme Work Winner
By Mimi Demissew

It’s my pleasure to announce that this year’s Baltimore Pride 2018 Art Theme Work winner 
is Joan Cox. Joan submitted her work and was unanimously selected by the Baltimore Pride 
Planning Committee. As the winner of this year’s contest Joan will get to display her work at 
the GLCCB. In addition, her select theme will be used in the designing of this year’s Baltimore 
Pride 2018 Banners and other marketing material. 
 Baltimore Pride will be held in the Charles North and Old Goucher neighborhoods 
on June 16th, the same as last year. Sunday’s festival will take place in Druid Hill Park again, 
however this year we will have a much larger family pride section with far more activities for 
children. Please visit www.Baltimorepride.org for more information regarding Baltimore Pride 
and to see Joan’s submission. 

Wednesday Night Recap
By Owen Kobrel
Last Wednesday there were four events occurring at the GLCCB. HIV/ STI Testing with STAR 
TRACK allows anyone to receive testing for free. The Mankind Project is a men’s community 
furthering the creation of a safer world by growing “better” men. Through the trainings, they 
engage one another at a deep emotional level, sharing their highs and lows, to lead to healthier 
coping mechanisms and better physical and emotional health. Sexual Compulsives Anony-
mous is a fellowship of people who share their experiences, strength and hope with each other, 
so that they may solve their common problem and help others to recover from sexual com-
pulsion. Trans Baltimore is a safe-space for trans individuals to get together and discuss their 
experiences. Individuals may share coming out stories and relate to others through discussion.  
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Preacher’s 
newspaper edits 
out gay spouse in 
obit 

olton, Texas – When Barry Giles’s moth-
er, Brenda Light, died on February 14th, the 
funeral home in Olton, Texas submitted the 
obituary to the Olton enterprise, the town’s 
weekly newspaper. But while the funeral di-
rector sent the newspaper the full obituary, 
the newspaper’s editor redacted it. The orig-
inal obituary read, “Those left to cherish her 
memories include her son, Barry Giles, and 
his husband, John Gambill, of Dallas.” But 
the newspaper’s editor removed Gambill 
from the obit, which was printed at no charge, 
saying only that Light was survived by her 
son.

Giles and Gambill have been together 31 
years. Gambill said when his mother-in-law’s 
husband died in 2010, she moved from Olton 
to Dallas about a mile from her son and son-
in-law. Olton is about 50 miles northwest of 
Lubbock. Gambill said he and his husband 
and mother-in-law traveled to Australia and 
New Zealand and sailed the Mediterranean 
together. In recent years, he said, his mother-
in-law couldn’t bend down very well, so he’d 
run over to her house and scoop the litter 
box and plant flowers in the yard for her. “We 
spent holidays together,” Gambill said. “We 
did what a family would do.” 

Gambill is a funeral director and said one 
way to get fired quickly is to leave a loved 
one off of an obituary. “That’s a big no-no,” 
he said. So he called Phillip Hamilton, owner 
and editor of the Olton enterprise, and asked 
if he had received the full obituary. Hamilton 
said yes. “Why was my name cut out,” Gam-
bill said he asked. Hamilton replied, “Because 
I wanted to cut it out.” In addition to owning 
the newspaper, Hamilton is the preacher at 
Bethel Baptist Church in Plainview, about 25 
miles east of Olton. t (dallas Voice – david 
Taffet at dallasvoice.com)

out the project or program for which they are 
seeking funds, and are able to document the 
outcome of that project, the two men said. 
Applicants must be a nonprofit corporation 
with 501(c)(3) IRS status, or they must have 
a relationship with some organization that 
has such status. Funding priorities for this 
first grant cycle first, “in the general areas of 
employment,” with a specific focus on skills 
building and helping increase the employ-
ability of transgender Texans, Wedell said. 
Another priority is in the area of healthcare, 
with a focus on building capacity, increas-
ing access, especially increasing access 
to health care for transgender people, and 
improving cultural competency for health-
care professionals. Other priorities focus 
on programs serving LGBT seniors, youth, 
and in the age of Trump, TPIF is also pri-
oritizing programs and initiatives addressing 
racism, sexism, and gender normativism in 
the LGBT community, Wedell noted. (dallas 
Voice – Tammye Nash at dallasvoice.com)

Two out UNC 
professors 
launch “Queer 
Currents”

wilmington, north Carolina – Two 
University of North Carolina at Wilmington 
(UNCW) professors have launched a pod-
cast, “Queer Currents,” and will incorporate 
student contributions as part of the program-
ming, Star News reported. 

Chadwick Roberts and Katie Peel are 
using the podcast format to dissect movies, 
television, literature and culture through a 
LGBT lens. 

Queer Currents was “born out of desire 
to capture the conversations they were al-
ready having about queer media and trans-
late it into an educational experience,” the 
Star News added. Because the project en-
compasses student involvement, it was able 
to obtain grant funding from the university. 
The two professors identify as queer and 
were motivated by a lack of safe space op-
tions for the LGBT community in the area. 

Episodes are hosted on Soundcloud and 
are current, topical and relevant to today’s 
listeners, covering areas such as gay media, 
pop culture, drag, transgender experiences 
and more. The professors are using the plat-
form to reach the community and be a basis 
for other future courses. info: bit.ly/2oPX-
Mpy. Queercurrentspod.org, Facebook.com/
queercurrents. (Q Notes Online – lainey mil-
len at Goqnotes.com)

BeyonD The BelTway

had a significant impact on our community’s 
access to services, democracy, and educa-
tion, which is why we demand to be counted.”

Maury continued, “The Civil Rights Di-
vision must reverse this course and ensure 
fair and impartial administration of justice 
for all Americans. The Trump administra-
tion appointed John Gore (the attorney 
who helped defend North Carolina in a fed-
eral lawsuit against HB2) to head the Civil 
Rights Division in 2017. Unfortunately, under 
the leadership of a champion of anti-LGBT 
legislation, the Division made a decision 
that betrayed the needs of our community. 
The Trump administration appears to be hell-
bent on erasing LGBT people, but the reality 
is we are a significant part of the population. 
We deserve to be counted in the Census.” 
(lGBT Task Force Press Release)

Texas Pride 
Impact Fund 
supports 
existing LGBT 
groups

Dallas – Texas Pride Impact Fund 
(TPIF) is a community foundation dedicated 
to securing the future of the LGBT commu-
nity in Texas by raising and dispersing funds 
to help existing organizations and initiatives, 
say board members Ron Guillard and Rog-
er Wedell. TPIF doesn’t provide services or 
run programs itself, they noted. Instead, the 
foundation focuses on raising money to give 
to the agencies and organizations already 
providing services and operating programs. 

TPIF was founded in 2015, and at the 
end of that year, Board President Guillard 
said, “We received a very generous dona-
tion of $100,000 in unrestricted funds. Then 
at the beginning of 2016, we started our First 
100 Funders campaign,” with participants 
pledging donations of either $3,000, $5,000, 
or $10,000 within that first year. “That mon-
ey is used to fund our initial grants and to 
cover the expenses incurred by our all-vol-
unteer board. We have no paid staff. It’s all 
volunteers,” Guillard added. To date, Wedell, 
the board secretary, said, TPIF has “commit-
ments nearing $500,000. We’re pretty happy 
with that.” Now, the foundation is ready to 
start giving some of that money away. Orga-
nizations can apply for up to $10,000, and 
we have $120,000 to give away in this first 
grant cycle.” 

TPIF looks for grant applicants that are 
stable, can show evidence they can carry 

everything?” his response was so adorably 
cheeky: ”’When you’re in a high-pressure 
situation and there’s like beautiful people 
all around, yeah, emotions get going.” He 
furthermore said: “But as somebody who’s 
28, I’m not about to find somebody, try to 
sneak around five different roommates, 
lock a door, and go through all of that.” He 
finally added: “I’ll let young kids have this 
sexual camp experience here at the Olym-
pics. I’ll just sit back, I’ll wait, and I’ll figure 
it out when I get home.” Form an orderly 
queue, guys… (Gay Star News – Jamie 
Tabberer at Gaystarnews.com/article/ad-
am-rippon-grindr)

Department of 
Justice stopped 
LGBT count in 
Census

washington, DC – New information 
obtained by the National LGBT Task Force 
through a Freedom of Information Act re-
quest unearthed emails that show that the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) halted LGBT 
inclusion in the Census. In response to this 
new information about the DOJ influence on 
the Census, the Task Force’s Meghan Mau-
ry, released this statement: 

“The Census should count LGBT people 
because we count. New information uncov-
ered about the Trump administration con-
firms that the Department of Justice chose 
to halt the Census Bureau’s progress toward 
adding sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity questions to the Census. The Census 
controls billions of dollars in federal funding, 
determines our representation at the state 
and federal levels, and impacts scores of 
other programs like how our school districts 
are drawn. The addition of sexual orientation 
and gender identity questions would have 

—continued from page 9

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media. john Gambill and Barry Giles with Giles’s 

mother
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sues is a relationship that is damaged, with 
emotional scars, possibly physical conse-
quences (STDs, pregnancy) and an over-
haul of expectations, present and future. 
Whether there is survival or continuation of 
the partnership depends on each person’s 
willingness to examine what happened and 
if it is important to each to save and rebuild 
the remains.

Whether a relationship or a friend-
ship is worth saving involves each person 
taking a good and mostly painful look at 
themselves. I mention frinedships as well 
because betrayal of trust which underlies 

violating loyalty can take place in a friend-
ship too. Secrets you shared may be re-
vealed to others. Or, worse yet, an affair 
may involve one’s best friend. A double 
whammy.

In the end, blame and judgmentalness 
do not prove to be productive. Human be-
ings are fallible. It is how we look at our-
selves, our connections and then make 
amends, if we can, to redeem ourselves in 
our own eyes and in the eyes of those we 
care about, that will make for recovery and 
growth as an individual. t

would be the reason for that? Total hon-
esty, which will create hurt for another per-
son to releive your guilt? It’s a hard moral 
choice which involves facing yourself, your 
motives, your love for the other, and values 
you have.

It used to be the common opinion that if 
one were happy in a relationship, infidelity 
did not happen. No more. We know from 
research that it does occur even when 
there is satisfaction with a partner/spouse. 
So what gives?

Let me also touch on how an affair may 
be defined. Is it just sexual? What about 
emotional involvements when no physical 
contact takes place? Some people believe 
that it qualifies as an “affair” only when it 

is sexual. The usual response is: It didn’t 
mean anything; it was a mere physical 
event. 

However one may define it, what en-

qualiTy oF liFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Infidelity – The 
Road Taken

Is there anyone out there whose life has 
not been touched by affairs? Yours, your 
partner’s, your spouse’s, or your family or 
friend’s? However it might have entered 
your radar screen, this is a subject that 
brings on quite a bit of discussion because 
it involves morals, judging, and strong 
emotions.

Take the simplest case: Away on a 
business trip, with too much alcohol and 
revelry, you sleep with someone. A one-
night stand. What to do when you get back 
to real life where a relationship exists? If 
this becomes a repeat routine, then there’s 
an issue to examine. But if it were once, 
should you share the information? What 

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.

1901 Fleet Street  Baltimore, MD 21231
Phone: 410-558-3700 (English) 410-299-2898(Español)

E-mail: LawLutz@aol.com www.lawlutz.com

Law Office of David M. Lutz, P.A.
•Auto Accidents

•Personal Injury

•Criminal Defense

•Workers’ Compensation

•DUI/DWI

•Traffic Court

Se Habla Español

NOW HIRING

HOWARD COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENTHOWARD COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Starting Salary: $54,880*
*Effective January 1. 2018

To be considered for employment, applicants must meet the following standards:
•Be 21 years old by the swearing-in ceremony (post-academy)
•Have 60 college credits at the time of hire, OR, two years of active duty in the military,
 OR, a minimum of two years police service (out-of-state)
•Be a United State citizen
•Possess a driver’s license
•Have no felony or serious misdemeanor convictions

Excellent benefits and opportunities:
•Health, dental and life insurance
•Vacation, disability and personal leave
•Uniform/equipment supplied with free dry cleaning service
•Competitive retirement plan (20 years at 50%, 25 years at 75%, 30 years at 80%)
•Three hours minimum overtime for off-duty court appearances
•Multi-lingual differential pay
•Twelve-hours permanent patrol shifts with 6% night shifts differential pay
 Day shift cycle: 2 on, 3 off; 2 on, three off; 3 on, 2 off
 Night shift cycle: 3 on, 3 off
•Four hours overtime per pay
•Personally assigned take-home patrol vehicle for in-county residents
•Specialty pay to officers assigned to Criminal Investigations Bureau, Traffic Enforcement
 Section, Special Operations Bureau (K9, Tactical Unit, Command Post),
 Hostage Negotiation and Honor Guard

“In the end, blame and 
judgmentalness do not 
prove to be productive. 

Human beings are 
fallible.”
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Housing disPARities...
By aaron Cahall
chase Brexton Health care
Finding welcoming and afford-
able housing can be a struggle 
for any aging individual, but for LGBT elders, 
the task can be even more difficult. 

Kelly Kent, director of SAGE’s National 
LGBT Elder Housing Initiatives, will provide 
information and resources to support LGBT 
elders in need of quality housing at a special 
upcoming Lunch & Learn workshop present-
ed by the LGBT Health Resource Center on 
Wednesday, March 21st from noon to 1:30 pm 
at Chase Brexton Health Care’s Mount Vernon 
Center (1111 North Charles Street, Baltimore).

We asked Kent about the housing dis-
parities faced by LGBT 
elders, and the work that 
SAGE does to assist those 
in need.

what are the greatest 
challenges lGBT elders 
face in finding housing?

One of the most obvi-
ous challenges, one that is 
not unique to LGBT older 
adults but is being experi-
enced by all older adults, is the 
sheer surge in population among that 
demographic. There are currently an es-
timated 3 million LGBT adults over the age of 
50, and this number is expected to grow to 7 
million in the next 15 to 20 years – largely mir-
roring the larger aging population. Appropriate 
housing options that are affordable will become 
more difficult to locate for all older adults. 

For LGBT elders specifically, there are few 
measures to protect them from discrimination 
based on their sexual orientation or gender 
identity. There are no federal fair housing pro-
tections in place, and only 21 states or locali-
ties have fair housing protections. Additionally, 
many elders have to interact with housing and 
service providers that lack LGBT cultural com-
petency, so they often will not disclose their 
sexual orientation or gender identity.

what are some of the key pressures on 
LGBT elders that can make finding housing 
so hard?

LGBT older adults are twice as likely to 
be single and three to four times more likely 
not to have children, so caregiving can be an 
issue. In addition, the added stress of deal-
ing with decades of discrimination means that 
LGBT older people tend to experience great-
er health disparities, as well as mental health 
concerns like depression and social isolation. 
Many also experience higher rates of poverty 
than their cisgender or straight counterparts.  

what types of systemic reform are 
needed to help correct these disparities?

SAGE is engaged in advocacy to ensure 
sexual orientation and gender identity are pro-
tected under the federal Fair Housing Act.  We 
also are engaged through our national train-
ing certification program, SAGEcare (Sageu-
sa.care) to provide LGBT cultural competency 
training to housing and service providers na-
tionwide.

in the meantime, where can lGBT el-
ders turn for help?

Through its National LGBT Elder Housing 
Initiative (Sageusa.org/
lgbthousing), SAGE 
is actively engaged in 
providing alternatives 
to communities inter-
ested in better serv-
ing their LGBT older 
adults. This includes 
LGBT cultural compe-
tency training, as well 
as providing capacity 

building and technical as-
sistance to those interested 
in developing LGBT-friendly, 
multi-family affordable se-

nior housing which offers LGBT cultural com-
petency and LGBT-centric programming.  

In addition, many older adults prefer to re-
main in their own homes for as long as possible 
to age safely in their own community. SAGE is 
actively engaged with partners in the national 
affordable housing space to promote aging-
in-place models coupled with LGBT culturally 
competent care coordination, to help ensure 
those who want to remain at home can do so 
safely.  There are also emerging models such 
as roommate matching programs, co-housing 
models, and naturally occurring retirement 
communities (NORCs) as well.  

There isn’t one prescribed way of aging 
safely in the community. Therefore, SAGE is 
actively looking to build out a continuum of 
housing options for its constituents to provide 
LGBT older adults the same alternatives their 
cisgender and straight peers enjoy. 

Anyone interested in attending or receiv-
ing more information on this upcoming Lunch 
and Learn workshop is encouraged to RSVP 
to lgbt@chasebrexton.org or call 410-837-
2050 x1107.

For or more information about LGBT El-
der Care, contact lgbt@chasebrexton.org, 
call 410-837-2050 x1049, or visit Chasebrex-
ton.org/LGBTElders.  t

kelly kent – director of 
SAGE’s National LGBT 
Elder Housing Initiatives

 ...faced by LGBT elders to be discussed 
at Lunch & Learn workshop, March 21st
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By sharon CooPer-kerr
chase Brexton Health care
When AIDS Walk & Run Baltimore returns to the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore on Sunday, 
May 6th, hundreds of individuals will be on hand to take steps against HIV and AIDS in 
Baltimore and show their support for Chase Brexton Health Care’s HIV outreach and 
testing programs.

Among those dedicated supporters is Aaron Lorance, co-founder and Events Direc-
tor for D4AC, or Dance for a Cure. Aaron and his team will host Incognito at the Balti-
more Eagle and Factory17 from April 20th to 22nd, with all proceeds going to support 
AIDS Walk & Run Baltimore. 

We asked Aaron to share his motivations for taking an active role in the event.
why do you support aiDs walk & run Baltimore?I’ve been walking to raise 

money for HIV/AIDS just about every year since I was 19 years old. Most of that was 
done in Denver, but while on the East Coast, I walked in Baltimore and DC. For me, this 
is my Pride event. This is the best way for me to help my community and show support. 
AIDS Walk & Run Baltimore will forever have a special place in my heart. Even though 
I am back in Denver, I will continue to come back each year for as long as I can and do 
my part to help an organization and cause deserving of my efforts. One of the things I am 
most proud of in my life is my volunteer work raising money for Chase Brexton!

you’ve done more than most, 
by organizing your own fund-
raising events to support for 
aiDs walk & run Baltimore. 
what drives you to get so in-
volved?

I think it’s important to keep 
people connected and together in 
a world full of judgment and neg-
ativity. Phone apps have become 
a distraction to social settings and 
have decreased weekend business 
in many bars and clubs across the 
country. Baltimore has a small gay 
community and is a small city. I pre-
fer to use my voice to call people in 
closer and keep them together. I am not intimidated of the work 
that it takes to make that happen.

is there someone in particular who has been affected by hiV or aiDs who you 
honor through these efforts?

Yes, a few. It hits close to home. I am grateful I have not had to lose anyone to the 
fight. We all know that not so long ago people lost the fight all too often, and were guinea 
pigs to the toxic treatments that were available. Treatments have evolved, but the past 
cannot be undone. I do this for those who lost their battle and never really had a fighting 
chance.

In your view, how significant is the need in Baltimore for increased awareness 
of hiV and aiDs testing and treatment?

I think it’s very important because advances in medication make it easy to be con-
fused. There is an illusion that there is a cure. There is no cure, there is only successful 
treatment and prevention. It’s important to be aware of other STDs and test for those 
as well. Making testing and treatment accessible and affordable helps decrease the 
numbers of new infections.

why should others get involved and sign up for aiDs walk & run Baltimore?
It’s fun, it’s rewarding, and it’s at the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore! When you walk, you’ll 

notice all the people that have come together with the same common goal. They come 
together as people. Their age, body size, race, gender identity, political and religious 
views, and anything else that divides us are left at home. This walk is reserved for peo-
ple...together, and on the same mission. t

To sign up for the aidS Walk & Run Baltimore and register your team, visit Balti-
moreaidswalk.org. For more information on incognito and d4ac’s full slate of events, 
visit d4acevents.com. 

Why I Support AIDS Walk & Run: 
Aaron Lorance

aaron lorance and Dj 
ryan Doubleyou
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Feeding the
Multitudes

food, either on their own or as directed by 
the catering staff or the DJ, usually a guest 
table’s worth at a time. All of the dinnerware, 
flatware, and napkins are set out on the 
buffet table for guests to pick up as they go 
through the buffet line.

In buffet service the couple being mar-
ried is usually served a plated meal and 
served first.

Seated and served, also referred to as 
plated, is just like it sounds. The caterer pre-
pares each dinner plate in the kitchen, and a 
staff person delivers it to you at your table. 
Dinnerware, flatware, and napkins are set up 
at each place on the guest tables.  

A little-used but not unknown option is 
family-style service, where each table gets 
serving dishes or bowls with whatever food 
items are being served. 

Cocktail-style refers to a type of service 
where a full meal is served in relatively small 
portions, without the need for a knife and 
therefore without needing a surface upon 
which to cut food. Service is at food stations. 
They’re like buffet tables but usually built 
around a specific type of food, or themed. 
For instance, you might have a baked potato 
station with lots of choices available for top-
pings, or a roast beast carving station. Sta-

Let’s talk food! Specifically, how the food at 
your wedding gets from the kitchen to you 
and your guests.

There are three commonly-used food 
service styles for weddings: buffet, seated 
and served, and cocktail-style. 

Buffet is the style of dinner service that’s 
probably most familiar to you. Food is set 
up on a table or group of tables all in one 
place, with service from either one side or 
both sides of the table. I am, by the way, a 
big fan of the two-sided buffet. Do it if you 
have the room. You’ll feed your guests twice 
as fast, mitigating the major disadvantage of 
buffet service.

Guests come up to the buffet to get their 

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

qualiTy oF liFe

tion service is often combined with passed or 
butlered service. Dinnerware, flatware, and 
napkins are available at each station.

The layout for a cocktail-style recep-
tion usually includes a large number of 
small (usually 36 inches in diameter) stand-
ing-height tables scattered around the ven-
ue, plus low seating at smallish tables for up 
to a third of the guests. Some or all of the 
seating is reserved for family and others who 
would not do well standing. 

Any of these food service styles can also 
include cocktail and hors d’oeuvre service 
before the meal, which can be served either 
as stationary or passed or a combination of 
both.

I personally love cocktail-style, both be-
cause I’m a big eater and I like to go back to 
the service table for more, and because I’m 
antsy and I don’t like to be stuck sitting at a 
table. I like the social aspect, too. Converse-
ly, my partner who eats like a bird is perfectly 
content with seated and served. 

Cocktail-style is the most social of ser-
vice styles, with people moving around the 
venue trying different stations and being 
very mobile. Buffet is the slowest service, 
since everyone has to move through the buf-
fet table one by one. Seated and served is 

the fastest style, with caterers laying down 
plates table by table. 

The two major cost variables in food ser-
vice style are the food quantity and staffing. 
Buffet service requires more food and few-
er staff, as opposed to seated and served, 
which calls for less food and more staff. In 
cocktail-style the food costs are about the 
same as buffet, but the staff costs can vary 
depending on whether any of the stations re-
quire serving staff, some of whom may be 
higher-cost chefs who are involved in cutting 
meat. Food costs are the highest with fami-
ly-style service.

My best advice on which to choose? 
Consult with your venue manager and your 
caterer, and consider your budget and what 
kind of mood you want to set for your wed-
ding.

Next time: the care and feeding of your 
wedding professionals. t

david l. egan is the proprietor and stew-
ard of chase court, a wedding and event 
venue in downtown Baltimore. Visit cha-
secourt.com, and follow chasecourtWed-
dingVenue on instagram and Facebook.
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䌀漀渀琀愀挀琀
䐀攀愀挀漀渀 䘀爀攀搀 倀愀猀猀愀甀攀爀
倀愀爀椀猀栀 䄀搀洀椀渀椀猀琀爀愀琀漀爀

㐀　ⴀ㤀㘀㤀ⴀ㈀㜀㠀㌀

䄀䰀䰀 䄀刀䔀 圀䔀䰀䌀伀䴀䔀

browndowntown.org
1316 Park Ave., Balt., MD, 21217
410.523.1542

JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK
Mar. 25, 9:45 a.m. Palm Procession
Mar. 25, 11 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship
Apr. 1, 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service 
Apr.  1, 11 a.m. Easter Worship

Note:  The Sunrise Service is in Federal Hill Park. 
Learn more about our Holy Week activities:

religous
symbols

set #1
by

dragonart

Creator : DragonArt
dragonartz.wordpress.com

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/us/
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Betty who: It actually came from a song 
I wrote forever ago. I had named the song 
“Betty Who” because it sort of just felt right. 
Then a year or so later when I was deciding 
on a stage name, that name popped back 

up and I tried not to overthink it! If it 
feels good, just go with it. 

what can you tell me about 
your ink?

I have ten tattoos now, I think 
[laughs]! I don’t even know any-
more. I’m fairly precious with my 
body and what I want to put on it so 
I have tried to not go too crazy. But 

you know what they say, once you start you 
can’t stop [laughs]. My favorite one actually 
makes a cameo on my album cover for The 
Valley. It’s coordinates of places I’ve called 
home over my lifetime. 

your cover of Donna lewis’ “i love 
you always Forever” on your recent al-
bum The Valley is a good example of the 
`90s influence on your music. Who are 
some of the other artists you admire from 
that decade?

Britney Spears is one of my favorite art-

ists ever. I could teach a course in the study 
of pop just based on her first three albums. 
Her and Usher, particularly his 8701 album, 
were very important in my early years of mu-
sic. 

in september 2013, your song “some-
body loves you” was incorporated into 
a Youtube flash mob video, which went 
viral, in which spencer stout proposed 
to his boyfriend Dustin at a home Depot 
in salt lake City. what did that mean to 
you?

It still, to this day, means the world to me. 
Every time I watch it I don’t just well up with 
tears, I actively sob! It’s such an honor to be 
included in somebody’s life story like that. To 
have written the song that is the soundtrack 
to this massive moment in some-
one’s history is all I 
could ever hope for 
as an artist.

were you invit-
ed to the wedding 
and did you attend?

I was and I did! I 
actually sang “Some-
body Loves You” as 
they walked down the 
aisle, although I feel 
like I didn’t see a lot of 
the wedding because I 
was so emotional I had to 
sort of shield my eyes so I 
could still sing!

how many other 
same-sex weddings have 
you attended?

I’ve only attended a handful of wed-
dings in my life, but I have been invited to 
more same-sex weddings than I can count 
[laughs]! 

Prior to this happening, had you been 
aware of lGBTq folks being interested in 
your work?

It was fairly clear to me that I had this 
very passionate, underground LGBTQ fol-
lowing from my first show. Truly it was a 
shock when it started happening, I couldn’t 
believe anybody at all wanted to come to 
my show, let alone an entire room full of gay 
men. I was so happy to have anybody at all 
show up [laughs]!

your songs are often cited for their 
messages of inclusivity, self-love, and 
body positivity, with the song “Beauti-
ful,” from The Valley, being one of the 
best examples. Please say something 
about those kinds of messages in your 
music.

I struggle just as much with confidence 
and body dysmorphia as the next girl. Partic-
ularly in my line of work; it gets really hard to 
find your way out of darker moments when 
everybody looks to you to be a certain way. 

liVely arTs // PERSONALITIES

By GreGG shaPiro
Betty Who’s gay fans love her and she loves 
them right back. With a voice as big as Aus-
tralia (that’s where she was born Jessica 
Anne Newham), Betty Who is someone who 
knows the value of an an-
them. After all, she packed 
both her 2014 debut Take 
me When You Go and 2017 
follow-up The Valley with 
memorable ones. One such 
tune, “Somebody Loves 
You,” figured prominently 
into a viral Youtube video, featuring a danc-
ing flash mob, in which a gay man proposed 
to his boyfriend in a Home Depot in Utah. 
Known for including LGBTQ Pride festivals 
as part of her multi-city concert tours, you 
can be sure she’ll be singing “Somebody 
Loves You,” as well as her other hits, wher-
ever she’s performing. I had the pleasure of 
speaking with Betty Who about her music 
and much more.

Gregg shapiro: what is the genesis of 
the name Betty who?

Betty Hoopla

An interview 
with Betty 

Who

So, songs like “Beautiful” are as much for 
me as they are for my fans. Sometimes I 
think I still need to be reminded to be kind 
to myself. 

speaking of “Beautiful,” you em-
barked on the Beautiful summer Pride 
Tour in 2017 in which you performed at 
Pride Festivals in kansas City, Buffalo, 
milwaukee, Des moines, albany, Colum-
bus, knoxville, san Francisco, Provinc-
etown and reno. how did this concept 
come about?

I have played at least a hundred Pride 
festivals over the last five years. Every sum-
mer I embark upon this never-ending 
circuit of fabulous 

shows and hu-
mans celebrating the most 
wonderful parts about them-
selves. We named the tour 
“The Beautiful Tour” because 
it felt the most appropriate for 

the energy I wanted to bring. I know there 
is a lot of hate and judgment being thrown 
around and I wanted to create an environ-
ment of safety, a place anybody can come 
and say, “This is who I want to be today, and 
I’m okay with that, so you should be okay 
with it, too.” t

Betty 
who
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liVely arTs // OUT ON STAGE

By Frankie kujawa
American novelist, poet, playwright, and 
art collector Gertrude Stein’s connection to 
Baltimore began back in 1892. During her 
time spent in Charm City, Stein and 
her brother Leo became 
part of the social crowd 
of famed sisters Claribel 
and Etta Cone. The Cone 
sisters, whose art collec-
tion would eventually go 
on to be donated to the 
Baltimore Museum of Art, 
shared an appreciation for 
art and conversation about it 
that Stein would replicate in 
her relationship with Alice B. 
Toklas.

Running until March 25th at the 
Fells Point Corner Theatre, Gertrude 
Stein and a companion stars Andrea 
Bush as Gertrude Stein and Marianne 
Gazzola Angelella as Alice Toklas. This 
original play, which was a winner of both 
the Edinburgh and Sydney Theatre Festi-
vals play showcases the life of Gertrude 

Gertrude Stein and a Companion at 
the Fells Point Corner Theatre

Stein and the extraordinary company she 
kept: Pablo Picasso, Ernest Hemingway, F. 
Scott Fitzgerald and, most importantly, her 

life partner, Alice B. Toklas. 
Beginning shortly after her 
death, Gertrude journeys 
through her past in vibrant 
depiction of one of the 
most exciting times in 20th 
century art.

This play, although 
being a two-woman 
show, finds a polarizing 
character in the form 
Ernest Hemingway. 

Hemingway is credit-
ed for giving the play its title, 
“Gertrude Stein and a Compan-
ion.” Though Stein and Toklas 
amassed an elite social group 
of artists and writers of their 
generation, Hemingway refused 

to accept their coupled status – so they be-
came Stein and companion in his writing. 

For more info it’s Fpct.org. t

a portrait 
of Gertrude 
stein and 
friends

Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

Roland Park Place – Baltimore City’s only certified Continuing 
Care Retirement Community – will soon be transformed, 

adding eight new stories and sixty spacious new residences,
to create the perfect setting for your Baltimore story.

Pending final approval from Maryland Department of Aging

READY FOR MOVE-IN 
FALL 2020

443.338.6212
RolandParkPlace.org

NEW GROWTH ON
WEST 40TH STREET.
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Saturday, July 21 thru
Sunday, August, 5

Theatre, Arts, Cabaret

Avenue Q

Laughter on the 23rd Floor

Friday, June 15
thru Sunday, July 1

Mainstage, Theatre, Arts

Friday, June 16 thru 
Sunday, July 1
Theatre, Arts, Cabaret

Friday, July 6 thru
Sunday, July 15

Theatre, Arts, Cabaret

Disney’s The Lion King, Jr.

Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid
Saturday, July 20 thru 
Sunday, August 5 
Mainstage, Theatre, Arts

For more information call the Box office 443-840-Arts 
or go to www.ccbcmd.edu/cockpit/

Come Back to the Five 
& Dime, Jimmy Dean

liVely arTs // OUT ON STAGE

By Frankie kujawa
Charm City is always buzzing when the 
delightfully funny Poppy Champlin is in 
town. Back in Baltimore to perform “The 
Queer Queens of Qomedy” at Magooby’s 
Joke House on Sun-
day, March 25th, 
Poppy brings with 
her two additional 
comedians that will 
be sure to have au-
diences in stitches. 
Poppy recently chat-
ted with Baltimore 
OUTloud to tell audi-
ences about the per-
formance. 

Frankie kujawa: 
what can audiences 
expect from this per-
formance?

Poppy Champlin: 
Well they can expect to 
get the top-rated show 
that I always bring to 
Magooby’s. I am the 
ringleader of this mul-
titalented show of les-
bian comics who have 
been, and are, constant-
ly striving to improve 
their lot in the world of 
comedy. Gloria Bigelow, 
an African-American 
cutie, has been on “last 
comic Standing.” She has been on Wan-
da Sykes’s “Herlarious” on Oprah’s OWN 
network and is constantly working out in 
Los Angeles. Michele Durante is one of 
the fastest rising new talents on the les-
bian circuit. She is working in New York 
City and Long Island, and is one of the 
most diligently working comics today. As 
an ex-cop, she brings her unique vision 
and style to the stage every time. And me, 
well you get high energy comedic parody 
plus a peek into my relationship with my 
girlfriend Tammy, and that’s always enter-
taining. It’s a full two hours of side-splitting 
comedy that will have you hurting, holding 
your sides, and spitting out some of that 
yummy food at Magooby’s. Be prepared … 
be very prepared. 

Baltimore so enjoys when you come 
to town. what is it about Baltimore that 
keeps you coming back?

I don’t know what it is about Baltimore, 
but it seems so inviting and homey. The 
club is raked up at an angle where every-

Poppy Champlin Brings ‘Queer 
Queens of Qomedy’ to Magooby’s

one seems to be part of the show – like 
the Bozo Show. It is kind of like a women’s 
convention in that hall. We are all gathered 
there to have a great time and we do, ev-

ery time. People in 
Baltimore all just 
get along and love 
to party. And we 
love to help you 
have a good time. 
There is a mutu-
al respect and it 
helps us pull it 
off with ease and 
grace. 

what is so 
unique about 
“Queer Queens 
of Qomedy”? 

That it’s an 
all-lesbian show 
– produced 
by a lesbian – 
geared towards 
the lesbian. So, 
it is definitely 
l e s b i a n - c e n -
tric. Don’t’ get 
me wrong, we 
encourage the 
gay boys and 
straights to 
come and be 
a part of it, but 

we certainly do not cater to 
them. We cater to the lesbi-
an population. We have fun 
and shed light on how we 

live, think, love, and hurt. We are in love 
with being a lesbian and tickling the les-
bian funny-bone gives us much pleasure. 

what’s up next for Poppy?
Well honestly, I’m taking a course on-

line trying to figure out my next dream. And 
I think that’s going to be bringing comedy 
to those that need it most – addicts in re-
hab, sick people in hospitals, people who 
made a mistake and are in prison. Places 
where hope might get lost and comedy just 
reminds them that it’s not over and that 
there’s a new life out there to go get. I’m 
looking forward to doing things like that. 
I don’t know how I’m going to do that ex-
actly, but that’s the plan. If anybody has 
any ideas as to how to go about doing this 
shoot me an email – pophaha1@gmail.
com

For more info on the upcoming perfor-
mance, visit Magoobys.com. t

Poppy 
Champlin
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By Bill reDmonD Palmer
Caite Debevec became the new director of 
the Baltimore Men’s Chorus (BMC) in Au-
gust 2017 and has quickly become part of 
the BMC family. I spoke with her about her 
background, the plans for BMC this season 
as well as her vision and goals for the 2018-
19 season.

Bill redmond-Palmer: what was your 
path to become director of the BmC? 

Caite Debevec: I grew up in southeast 
Alaska, and moved to the east coast in 2015, 
where I split my time between Vermont and 
Baltimore until 2017, when I moved to Balti-
more full time.

I’ve always participated in music in some 
form or another. I joined band in elementary 
school, and eventually joined choir as well. I 
have a bachelor of music degree with focus-
es in flute performance, vocal performance, 
and composition. I am currently dual enrolled 
at two universities working toward a master 
of music education degree and a master of 
choral conducting. 

what drew you to work with the BmC?
I have a passion for community mu-

sic. Everyone can make music, and music 
is one thing that everyone can participate 
in, regardless of experience, education, or 
background. The BMC is a true 

embodiment 
of that belief. 
We have 
m e m b e r s 
who stud-
ied music 
in college 
sitting next 
to singers 
who can’t 
read music 
and aren’t 
sure of 
what part 
they sing. 
It’s a really 
power fu l 
e x p e r i -
ence to 

make music with this group of people. 
Tell me about the BmC’s plans for the 

rest of this season.
We have a lot of events coming up this 

season that we’re really excited about. We’ll 
be taking a group of singers down to Wash-
ington, DC, to participate in the March for Our 
Lives on March 24th. We’ll also be singing at 
the Tenebrae Service at St. Vincent de Paul 
Catholic Church on the 28th. And on March 
30th, we’ll have a second run of our Baltimore 
Men’s Chorus Goes Bad Cabaret at the Bal-

JOSEPH MEYERHOFF SYMPHONY HALL
TICKETS FROM $30 • 410.783.8000 • BSOMUSIC.ORG

UPCOMING CONCERTS

FRI, MAR 23 | 8 PM • SUN, MAR 25 | 3 PM
PETER OUNDJIAN, conductor

YAOGUANG ZHAI, clarinet
RACHMANINOFF // Isle of the Dead
WEBER // Clarinet Concerto No. 2
TCHAIKOVSKY // Symphony No. 2 
     in C Minor, “Little Russian”

PRESENTING
SPONSOR:

Journey to another land with Rachmaninoff’s Isle of the Dead. BSO 
Principal Clarinet YaoGuang Zhai showcases the versatility of the 
clarinet in Weber’s Concerto. Tchaikovsky's score climbs to joyful 

heights in his “Little Russian” Symphony.

Frankie Moreno

SUPERPOPS: VEGAS NIGHTS WITH FRANKIE MORENO
FRI, APR 13 | 8 PM • SAT, APR 14 | 8 PM • SUN, APR 15 | 8 PM

Twice named “Las Vegas Headliner of 
the Year,” Frankie Moreno returns to 
the BSO with his signature blend of 
rock, soul and swing.

Arabella 
Steinbacher

SYMPHONIC DANCES
FRI, APR 6 | 8 PM • SUN, APR 8 | 3 PM

Acclaimed violinist Arabella Steinbacher 
joins the BSO for Korngold’s lush Violin 
Concerto No. 1. This program also 
features Beethoven’s playful and spirited 
First Symphony and Rachmaninoff’s 
Symphonic Dances, the composer's 
commanding final work.

timore Eagle.
In May we will be volunteering at the Ride 

for the Feast that benefits Moveable Feast, by 
manning a rest stop to sing and cheer riders 
on their way.

In June we’ll kick off Baltimore Pride Week 
with a performance at the Baltimore Eagle, 
then march in the Pride Parade, and hopefully 
do some singing at the Pride Festival.

Our final summer concert for this season 
will be Saturday, June 23rd, with a potential 
second concert on Sunday, June 24th. We’ll 
present songs of peace, songs that address 
the need for acceptance and calm. Through 
this music we are also highlighting many 
American composers such as Christopher 
Tin, Maryam Khoury, Joshua Rist, and myself. 
We’ll feature music centered around Ameri-
can history, including “Seize the Day” from the 
musical Newsies, and the African-American 
spiritual “Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless 
Child.” 

We’re participating in the Voices United 
Concert with three other choruses in Harris-
burg. The concert will be at Market Square 
Presbyterian Church on July 27th at 7 pm. 

what are your goals for next season?
Our fall 2018 season will start in early 

September. Our concert theme will be cen-
tered around stories and tales and include 
both sacred holiday and secular seasonal 
music. I would love to have more singers join 
us in the fall. We had considerable growth this 
season, gaining almost 20 new singers, and 
it would be great to see that growth continue. 
There are no auditions or sight-reading tests 
required to join, only a passion for music, and 
a desire to hang out with a great group of peo-
ple. 

you just came off of a successful 
sold-out concert on march 9th. what was 
the concept for that concert? and what 
emerged out of it?

We were presented with the opportunity 
to do a cabaret, and we were immediately 
excited about it. A suggestion of showing our 
“dark” side was presented, and we ran with it. 
Our ideas and hard work turned into “The Bal-
timore Men’s Chorus Goes Bad.” On March 
30th, at 7:30 pm, we’ll perform the concert 
again at the Baltimore Eagle. Tickets are $10. 
The cabaret features the best singers as the 
worst villains. You’ll hear classics like “Poor 
Unfortunate Souls” by our very own Ursula, 
and “Mack the Knife,” as well as lesser known 
villain numbers from Urinetown and little 
Shop of Horrors. It’s a fun night, filled with 
great music and entertainment. t

Find out about upcoming events – or 
about lending your voice to the Bmc – at Bal-
timoremenschorus.org.

‘Everyone Can Make Music’
PeoPle in our neiGhBorhooD

Caite 
Debevec
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performance of it’s a Wonderful life will 
remember Freer conducting the audience 
as they sang auld lang Syne with George 
Bailey and family while trying not to cry. 
Audience members enjoyed cheering as 
Aunt Marge floated away and gasped as 
Harry fought the dementors. 

Being able to inter-
act with the movie and 
hearing the music live 
created an entirely new 
experience for those who 
have seen the movie be-
fore. Most people know 
that Harry and company 
come out of this movie 

relatively unscathed, but the tension and 
anxiety built up inside of attendees any-
way. The dramatic moments like Harry 
playing Quidditch were moving and thrill-
ing, but the subtle and sometimes creepy 
moments like Harry and Hermione enter-
ing the Shrieking Shack were tense in part 
because you could feel the music. It was 
dynamic and more dramatic than anything 
in a movie theater. If the seats reclined, it 
would have been absolute perfection. 

It’s fun to see the musicians in an en-

vironment like this. While they always look 
like they’re having fun, it’s nice to see the 
musicians in their more “casual” black out-
fits and playing along to a beloved score. 
The orchestra and choir seemed excited 
to be part of this experience. There were 
times during the movie where you didn’t 
know where to look – the movie or the or-
chestra. (if you were lucky, you could catch 
a cellist sneaking a peek of the movie while 

liVely arTs // MUSIC

By Brynn DeVereaux
IMAX is garbage compared to watching a 
movie at the symphony. A bold (but com-
pletely true) statement. There is nothing 
like watching your favorite characters up 
on the screen and hearing the score being 
performed live by the Baltimore Sympho-
ny Orchestra. Recently, the BSO and the 

University of Maryland Choir performed 
while Harry Potter and the Prisoner of az-
kaban played on the big screen. The expe-
rience was mesmerizing. 

To the delight of his audience, guest 
conductor Justin Freer began the evening 
calling out to each individual house and 
encouraged attendees to interact with the 
movie. This is a common aspect of movies 
at the symphony. Attendees of the 2016 

More than Movie Music at Baltimore Symphony

Silky 
sounds 

ornament 
silver 

screen

MARCH 15 - JUNE 10 

410-730-8311
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.  •  Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

they were playing.) 
Watching a movie at the symphony 

should be the standard for movie-watch-
ing. For those who haven’t been able to 
share in the experience, you’ll have an-
other chance on May 10th to 13th, when 
the BSO performs alongside indiana Jones 
and the Raiders of the lost ark. For Har-
ry Potter fans, hear the iconic theme con-
ducted by the composer himself, John Wil-
liams, on June 13th. For ticket information, 
visit Bsomusic.org. t

 // BETWEEN THE COVERS

By Brynn DeVereaux 
A book about a lesbian who has an affair with a 
straight man and gets pregnant may seem like 
a drama-fest. While there certainly are dramat-
ic parts (I mean, how could there 
not be?), Stray city is a smart and 
clever debut novel that explores 
community, the family we create 
for ourselves, and how we evolve 
as we grow. 

The story follows 24-year-old 
artist, Andrea as she’s recovering 
from a terrible breakup and be-
gins a secret relationship with her ex-girlfriend’s 
friend, Ryan.

Author Chelsey Johnson said that Stray 
city began with a different angle. “I had been 
talking with an agent about submitting a collec-
tion of short stories. I had a 40-page story about 
Ryan and worked on it. I got bored with the sto-
ry about Ryan – here was another straight guy 
with bad behavior,” says Johnson. “I finished 
his part first, then worked on An-
drea. I switched her to first per-
son and just rolled with it.”

She wanted to flesh out what 
would make this scenario plau-
sible. “‘How did this pregnancy 
happen?’ With Andrea, what 
conditions would make it pos-
sible to fall for this guy? We all 
know someone who crosses over 
at some point. Our sexuality is 
more fluid than we thought,” says 
Johnson. “We’ve all been through 
heartbreak before and thought 
‘Will anyone ever want me again?’ 
There’s no risk with Ryan. I drew on my own 
emotional experience in the world, but also on 
human experience and what people in my life 
have gone through.”

Johnson herself lived in Portland, Oregon, 

A Love Letter to Portland and 
the Undergrownd Lesbian Mafia 

Everything’s 
fluid in 

Portland’s 
lesbian 

demimonde

and was part of the community she writes 
about. “When I was writing Stray city, I was 
writing it as a love letter to friends in the com-
munity. I wanted them 

to see them-
selves reflect-
ed in it, other-
wise it doesn’t 
get depicted,” 
says Johnson. 
“I wanted them 
to recognize 
themselves. 

For the people who 
never knew this world 
existed, I wanted them 
to look at this other 
way to live in the world. Our culture is still ho-
mogeneous about what it means to live in the 
world.”

Early reviews for Stray city are phenom-
enal, and the novel is on many “Most Antici-

pated Books” lists. Johnson is 
excited about the debut and 
being part of the queer book 
world. “It feels really great. As 
I was writing it, I couldn’t really 
imagine that I would have a big 
audience. I was like, “Oh, this 
is a little queer book going out 
in the world,’” says Johnson. 
“The book was picked up in 
the summer of 2016. As I was 
writing it, I kept finding out 
about more and more queer 
authors that are coming out. 
It’s so cool to feel this queer 

wave coming on. There’s never enough of it. 
There’s a lot of great gay white male fiction, but 
for the wider LGBTQ level, we’re still hungry for 
it. I’m just excited that there’s so much more of 
it – such a diversity of story being told.” t

Chelsey 
johnson
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Rev. Kelly crenshaw is the mom of 16 
adopted kids, two biological kids, guardian 
of one baby girl and foster mom of doz-
ens. Some are lesbian, some gay, some 
straight, and some bisexual. Kelly founded 
a K-12 day school where kids could have 
a safe, bully-free environment for learning. 
She is co-owner of a counselling agency 
that works with children and their families.

That means I can play with her all day 
long. But she keeps shutting her office 
door, telling me to play with my brothers 
and sisters. I don’t want to play with them. 
I want to play with Mommy. I’m going to cry 
in frustration. 

I could go on and on, but I think, you 
probably get the point. Toddlers are a 
tough age. They know enough to know 
what they want, but not enough to know 
why they can’t always have it. However, if 
we adults can think through toddler logic to 
get to the point of their frustrations, we can 
often help them overcome their anxiety. Af-
ter all, toddlers are people, too. t

One of the most difficult things for many 
parents is dealing with the terrible twos. 
Well, at least that’s the most difficult until 
hormones hit and the terrible twos is only 
a blip of a memory. But, that’s an issue for 
another day. 

Last time, I talk-
ed about taming 
the toddler. How-
ever, after I sub-
mitted the article, I 
realized that one of 
the main reasons 
toddlerhood is so 
frustrating is that 
adults often forget 
what it’s like to be 
two years old. Se-
riously, what do 
you really remem-
ber about being 
two? I’m sure it’s 
very little, if any-
thing at all. Most 
of us don’t have 
memories from 
before about age 
five unless it’s 
related to some-
thing really big.

Today, I want to provide 
some insight into the mind 
of a two year old – from her 
perspective. So, here is a 
paraphrase of Cassandra’s 
mind as she went through 
her day.

Mommy made a lot of noise when she 
got up this morning. She woke me up and 
I’m not happy about it. I’m still sleepy, but 
I can’t go back to sleep. I’m going to cry 
in frustration. Why does Mommy keep tell-
ing me it’s okay. It is definitely not okay. 
I’m tired. I’m cranky. And now, I can’t stop 
crying.

My sister was really mean to me today. 
I was hungry for breakfast. She kept say-
ing it was too early for breakfast. I always 

eat breakfast right after I get up. I want 
breakfast now! I’m going to cry in frustra-
tion.

I tried to put on my own clothes this 
morning, but I couldn’t get it to work out. 
My sister had to help me get dressed. That 
makes me mad. I want to do it by myself. 
I want to wear my pretty bathing suit. My 
sister won’t let me. Now, I’m going to cry 
in frustration.

I was playing with 
the dog and she 
ran away from me. 
I was being nice. 
I was having fun. 
She made me fall 
down when I tried 
to climb on her 
back. It scared me. 
Now, I’m going to 
cry in frustration.

Mommy said I’m 
going to be the flow-
er girl in my sister’s 
wedding. She said I 
get to throw flowers. 
So, I started throw-
ing flowers. Appar-
ently, those flowers 
aren’t the ones I get 
to throw. Mommy was 
not happy. Now, I’m 
going to cry in frus-
tration.

My brother put on 
my favorite television show. I call it “Puppy 
Puppy.” I love that show. But, they keep 
putting on these things that aren’t “Puppy 
Puppy.” My brother said they are commer-
cials. I want to watch the show. Now, I’m 
going to cry in frustration.

Mommy gave me some toys to enter-
tain me. I like these toys, but today I want 
to play with other toys. Nothing is making 
me happy. I’m going to cry in frustration.

At lunchtime, I wanted a sandwich just 
like the one I had yesterday. Mommy said 
we’re eating leftovers and even though 
it’s my favorite (spaghetti), I really want a 
sandwich. Why can’t I have a sandwich? 
I’m going to cry in frustration. 

Mommy is working from home today. 

  ouT in The Valley 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

A Day in the 
Life

in a word, i’m 
emotionally 

volatile
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The room grew quiet as I approached the 
microphone. Upon the start of the meeting, 
I had absolutely no intention of outing my-
self to the community by publicly speaking 
before the town council. For my own protec-
tion, I would let the allies speak for me. Yet, 
to the surprise of my friends in attendance, 
here I was standing before the council.

The Borough of Chambersburg is a 
small town located in Pennsylvania just 
north of Hagerstown. While Maryland 
LGBTQ residents have been protected from 
discrimination in employment, housing, and 
services, Pennsylvania is the lone North-
eastern state not to afford such protections 

to its citizens. Fairness legislation had been 
stalled in committee in the State Legislature 
for years. On this January evening at the 
borough council meeting, a group of cit-
izens had gathered to urge the council to 
pass a resolution in support of a vote in 
the state legislature to pass a statewide 
Fairness Act. Those attending the meeting 
knew that passing such a resolution in this 
historically conservative town was a long-
shot. Expectations were that, at the most, 
the council would be split with a 5-5 vote 
with the mayor casting a deciding vote 
against the resolution. 

The time for public comments was 
lengthy. In addition to those in favor of the 
resolution were a group adamantly op-
posed. A conservative radio station had 
been encouraging its listeners to come out 
and speak against the resolu-
tion. And come out they did. To 
a packed house, they spoke 
about their religions and how 
affording such protections 
would infringe on their reli-
gious freedoms. They talked 
about the fear of unwarrant-
ed lawsuits, about wedding 
cakes, about restrooms, and 
about offering special privi-
leges to certain groups. 

Members and allies of 
the LGBTQ community had come pre-
pared as well. By the number of rainbow 
stickers in the room, those in support of the 
resolution seemed to outnumber the oth-
ers. Many LGBTQ people and their allies 
spoke about the importance of considering 
rights and protections for all. There was a 
lot of support. But as the back and forth of 
the comments continued, no one from the 
transgender community came forward to 
plead our case. After hearing the continued 
hatred being put forth and fearing a loss 
for our cause, I eventually felt compelled to 
stand up and speak.

When called upon by the council pres-

When the is 
Time is Right 
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ident, I approached the mic, stated my 
name and address for the record, and ner-
vously began. I paused. This was it ... do-
ing what I had intended never to do. I told 
the council and the assembled group that 
I consider myself a rather normal person. 
I am a grandparent, a retired teacher, a 
taxpayer, voter, and a constituent. I am a 
fellow member of this community. But, I told 
them, each of you on council have protec-
tions and rights that I do not enjoy. I can go 
home to my apartment tonight and find an 
eviction notice on my door merely because 
I am transgender. I told them that I could 
lose my job or legally be denied services at 
a coffee shop or the library simply because 
of my gender expression and the way I 
was born. It really hurts, I explained, that 
my neighbors and community were going 
to such lengths to deny me my basic rights 

– rights that every single 
council member enjoys. I 
should not have to stand 
before council and reveal 
my personal gender status 
in order for me, and others 
like me, to be treated fairly 
and with respect. As I end-
ed my comments, I told the 
council members that if they 
voted against the resolution, 
I hoped they would look me 
in the eye at the close of the 

meeting and tell me that I am not worthy of 
basic human-rights protections. I took my 
seat to the applause of those assembled. 
Yes, I had publicly outed myself, but it was 
the right time and the right place to do so.

Following the public comments, the 
council members discussed their own 
views on the issue, attempting to convince 
one another of voting this way or that. I was 
shocked when one of the council members 
actually questioned aloud the notion that 
a “man can put on a wig and become a 
woman”. I had been the only transwoman 
to speak. Was he directing that comment 

Ice 
Machine

L:aura Anderson

Beyond 
the

toward me? It was particularly hurtful, and 
it brought tears to my eyes. I felt so publicly 
betrayed by an elected official of my own 
town.

After much discussion, the time for the 
vote arrived. The council president asked 
council members for a show of hands by 
all those in favor of passing the resolu-

tion. Slowly, hands began to go up ... first 
two, then another, then two others, then 
three more. The crowd erupted in jubilant 
applause. The vote was 8-to-2 in favor of 
passing the resolution. Only two council 
members voted against, including the one 
who had made those disparaging remarks.

The meeting came to an end. As the 
council members casually conversed with 
constituents, I approached the gentleman 
who had made the offensive remarks, in-
troduced myself and told him that I had lis-
tened carefully to his comments. “I need to 
tell you,” I said, “that I am certainly not a 
man who put on a wig to become a woman. 
My journey has been difficult, and you have 
no idea of the struggles I have endured.”

“I wasn’t talking about you,” he said. 
“Yes, but you grouped me with others 

who probably do not even exist. By doing 
so, you are perpetuating a myth and inciting 
fear – you further undermine and disparage 
me and other transgender people like me in 
our community. It’s not right, and I think you 
know it.”

Realizing that this man had likely never 
encountered an actual transperson, I asked 
him if he would like to meet for coffee and 
share our different perspectives on these is-
sues. To my surprise, he said he would. 

Results of that meeting will be reported 
soon!  t

laura anderson is an educator, author, 
researcher, parent, and granddad. Her years 
teaching in public school classrooms as male 
provided the foundation for her more recent 
role educating future teachers. living female 
for the past decade, she has come to appre-
ciate the privileges she once held – both male 
and cisgender – privileges now replaced with 
the fulfillment of living as her true self. 
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Baltimore, MD 21211
Phone. 443-708-1934
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bosphorusbistro.com/wp/ WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR
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5716 YORK RD. BALTIMORE, MD 21212 • 410 323 0300

• MEDITERRANEAN KEBABS
   LAMB CHOPS & BEST STEAK
• BAR SPECIALS
   $2 SHOTS ALL DAY & ALL NIGHT
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   SATURDAYS 8:30 P.M. BELLY DANCERS
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BEER BRUNCH
CHECK WEBPAGE FOR DETAILS
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Dining Room Hours
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1106 N Charles St. Baltimore, MD 
thebrewersart.com • (410) 547-6925

Late night Happy Hour on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday evenings! Get 
house draft beer 
for $3.75 from 

11 p.m. to close

Cheff/owner John Shields is a
Baltimore native, and he named

the restaurant after his grandmother, 
Gertrude Clreary, who taught him to 

cook as a child

Hours
Tuesday-Friday 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Gertrude’s will make your event truly memorable!
For information about smaller events 
contact John Gilligan at 410-889-3399 X105

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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Do you like to eat out,
go to the theatre,

or just enjoy an evening 
of entertainment? 

Do you have opinions on 
issues in your community? 

How about history or  
travel or the ARTS?... 

Well, if you do, and would like 
to share your thoughts, 

opinions, and knowledge,
WE ARE LOOKING 

FOR YOU TOO!

Contact Mary Taylor 
410-802-1310 

taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com

 “I am certainly not a 
man who put on a wig 
to become a woman. 
My journey has been 

difficult, and you have 
no idea of the struggles 

I have endured.”
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By ZeD sykes
Have you ever wondered what it might feel 
like when you spend every single day with 
the same people, yet they do not know one 
of the biggest things about you? 

For me it is a very delicate and some-
what humorous situation. What many of 
us do is called stealthing or being stealth, 
which basically means that I live my life 
at school with no one knowing that I am 
transgender. It is a blessing because in 
order to stealth, you must pass decently 
well. However, sometimes with blessings, 
there are curses, too.

In order to stay stealth, there are many 
things that I, or trans guys in general, 
have to worry about that others do not. 
Every morning I have to triple check my 
attire to make sure that my binder is 
not showing, or that I 
am flat enough, or that 
my jeans do not look 
too tight/loose. Then, 
I have to triple check 
again, but this time 
carrying a 15-pound 
backpack. Next, I will 
re-adjust my shirt 
about 12 times until 
I find a position that 
makes me look as flat 
as possible. This also 
goes on every time 
that I have to pick 
up and set down my 
backpack (seven to ten times). 
Each time is done carefully, facing away 
from people, and as incognito as possible.

After actually arriving to school, things 
get a little more stressful. It often comes 
down to simple stuff such as having to tie 
a lab apron around yourself and hoping 
that no one can see your chest while your 
arms are behind your back. Or, maybe it’s 
presenting in front of the class because 
you feel that compared to other guys your 
age you sound three years younger and 
are growing the facial hair of a 14-year-
old, despite almost being an adult. All of 
these things go along with just wanting to 
“fit in” as much as possible. Because, even 
though you get the almighty male privilege, 
you constantly worry about being seen as 
different. Don’t get me wrong. Being differ-
ent is not bad by any means. It is actually 
good, but in all honesty, I am just trying to 
hurry up until graduation and move on in 
my life. This tends to be nearly impossible 
when going to school with hormone-raged 
teenagers.

Of course, the biggest obstacle that 

comes with being stealth is using the re-
stroom. Often, there are two to three uri-
nals and one stall in each bathroom. And 
with my luck, the only time I had to use the 
restroom during school, every single stall 
in the accessible guys bathrooms was tak-
en. So then, all you saw was this random 
guy walking through the halls, going in and 
out of bathrooms, helplessly hoping that 
there was one stall available somewhere 
– anywhere. I am sure some teachers 
thought that I was trying to skip. At the end 
of the day, I just looked back and laughed. 
Now, I know not to drink too much before 
school.

So, I am sure you have thought, “Why 
even go stealth in the first place?” 

Well for one, 
I often see 
a drastic 
change in 
how oth-
ers see 
me. Male 
Privilege is 
now some-
thing that I 
am used to 
experiencing, 
but in the past 
when others 
around me 
knew, I was 

treated as if I was some 
kind of new species. 

disclaimer: This is my experience and 
does not mean it will be the same for ev-
eryone else. 

Also, when others know, they often as-
sume that they now know my life struggle, 
political preferences, and favorite Netflix 
shows. Some of these things may be true, 
but others are often dramatically incorrect. 
And, before you ask, I have not watched 
the last two seasons of “Orange is the New 
Black,” and yes, I have heard about the 
show “Transparent.”

Stealthing is not something that any-
one should fear. Yes, I am transgender 
and I will always be, but that is not the only 
thing about me. I am history enthusiast 
and an animal lover. I love the desert and 
playing sports. I enjoy politics and a type 
of music that is considered “millennial.” My 
opinion is that stealthing tends to have its 
downsides, but sometimes it is better to 
just be known by who you are and not what 
you are. And, for me, it’s worth it. t

Stealthing: Hiding in 
Plain Sight

  ouT in The Valley 

Anyone who’s ever attended a rodeo 
knows to expect seeing some of their fa-
vorite events, including barrel racing, calf 
roping, bronc riding, and of course the all-
time favorite bull riding. 

The International Gay Rodeo Associ-
ation (IGRA) rodeo circuit includes all of 
those events and a few unique extras. The 
IGRA was founded in the late 1970s as a 
fundraiser for those who were affected by 
HIV/AIDS and could not openly compete 
in their local hometown traditional rodeos. 
Along with being a fundraiser for charity, 
several rodeo events were added for those 
that have a desire to compete, but don’t 
know how to or those who don’t want to 
know how to ride a horse.

These three events are labeled 
as the camp 
events in the 
IGRA rodeo 
circuit and are 
also some of 
the crowd fa-
vorites. The 
three events are 
goat dressing, 
steer decorat-
ing and the wild 
drag race. Here 
is a short de-
scription of each 
one:

Goat dress-
ing – This 
two-person event 
was created especially for gay rodeo. The 
team stands 50 feet from the point where 
the goat is tethered. One of the team mem-
bers has a pair of jockey-style underwear 
worn over their forearms. When the whis-
tle sounds, the team runs to the goat. The 
team member without the underwear picks 
up the goat’s rear hooves, grabs the un-
derwear from around the other member’s 
arms, and pulls it up the legs of the goat. 
Both team members must then race back 
to the start/finish line and cross the finish 
line to stop the time. The underwear must 
stay over the goat’s tail bone until the timer 
is tagged by both members.

steer decorating – This event re-
quires a two-person team. One member 
stands ten feet from the chute gate holding 
the end of a 25-foot rope, which is looped 
around the steer’s horns. The other team 
member stands 40 feet from the chute 
and has a 24-inch long ribbon. When the 

chute gate opens, the team must bring the 
steer out and across the ten-foot line. One 
team member tries to tie the ribbon on the 
steer’s tail while the other team member 
tries to remove the rope from the steer’s 
horns. When the ribbon is on the tail and 
the loop is off the horns, the ribbon-tier 
must tag the timer.

The wild Drag race is an audience 
favorite all across the IGRA rodeo circuit. 
It’s not just a joke: the competition is seri-
ous and the payoff sizable. The drag cos-
tumes come from “Goodwill” stores, from 
second-hand stores, and many from raid-
ing mom’s closet. A team is made up of 
one male, one female, one “drag” 

(either male 
or female), 
and one wild 
steer. The 
steer, with a 
halter and 
a 25-foot 
lead rope, 
is in a buck-
ing chute 
at the be-
ginning of 
the event. 
The cow-
girl holds 
the rope 
and the 

cowboy and 
drag stand 40 feet from the chute. When 
the chute gate opens, the team tries to di-
rect the steer toward the finish line, which 
is 70 feet from the chute. They must get 
the steer across the finish line, mount the 
“drag,” and then ride back across the finish 
line. The “drag” must be mounted on the 
steer before the steer starts back across 
the finish line and must stay on the steer 
until all four feet of the steer have crossed 
back across the finish line. Sounds easy, 
but the “drag” may get bucked off several 
times before the event is ever completed!

If any of this sounds like fun, the Key-
stone State Charity Rodeo is holding a 
rodeo school to teach people how to com-
pete in the events as part of their rodeo 
weekend. The Keystone State Charity Ro-
deo weekend takes place June 22nd to 24th 
at Diamond 7 Arena in Dillsburg, Pennsyl-
vania. For more info on this and other hap-
penings, it’s Ksgra.org. t

 

Gay Rodeo Features 
Unique Events

you, too, can
learn the ropes
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Have yourself 
an Alpine 
adventure

major European cities. 
Although same-sex marriage is not le-

gal in Switzerland, there are anti-discrim-
ination laws that cover employment, ser-

vices, and sell of goods, 
and stepchild adoption 
by same-sex couples. 
Members of the 
LGBT commu-
nity can serve 
openly in its mil-
itary. There are 
several LGBT 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
in Switzerland. 
The Lesbenor-
ganisation Sch-
weiz, founded in 
1989, promotes 
LGBT rights, more 
specific, lesbian 
rights (Los.ch/ d e / ) . 
It distributes a newsletter 
informing its readers of 

the current issues facing the Swiss LGBT 
community. Pink Cross, founded in 1993, 
is an LGBT rights orga-
nization that promotes 
LGBT rights (Pinkcross.
ch). Two years ago, it 
conducted a poll where 
it found that 70 percent 
polled in Switzerland sup-
port same-sex marriage. 
There is also the Trans-
gender Network Switzer-
land (TGNS), founded in 
2010 (Tgns.ch/de). It is a 
popular organization that 
supports and promotes 
transgender rights.

Zurich is where many 
of the LGBT gay bars are 
located. The Cranber-
ry Bar is a little gay bar 

By DaViD PlaCher 
Switzerland is home to numerous lakes 
and the high peaks of the snow-covered 
Alps. It is known for its ski resorts and 
hiking trails. It is famous for its secretive 
banking laws, Swiss watches, and choco-
lates. It borders Italy to its south, France to 
its west, Germany to its north, 
and Austria and Liechtenstein 
to its east. While the Alps cov-
er most of Switzerland’s terri-
tory, its population of around 
eight million is concentrated in 
its two major cities: Zurich and 
Geneva. Although Switzerland offers sight-
seers picturesque landscapes, its lack of 
progress on LGBT issues cannot be over-
looked, but with the help of LGBT groups 
and LGBT businesses, progress is being 
made, so a visit to Switzerland should not 
be passed up. 

On the border with Italy, the Matterhorn 
is Switzerland’s iconic peak and is one of 
the highest mountains in the Alps. At the 
bottom of the mountain is the beautiful 
village of Zermatt. It offers top-tier restau-
rants and fine dining. It also has horse-
drawn carriage rides because vehicles are 
banned in the village. The “Top of Europe,” 
is a famous observation terrace and scien-
tific observatory that visitors flock to each 
year. It is located in Jungfraujoch, where 
the longest glacier in Europe begins. The 
area offers popular trails that take visitors 
through fields of flowers, alpine pastures, 
and woodlands. Between Lake Thun and 
Lake Brienz, Interlaken is a popular resort 
town and summer destination because of 
its small-town feel. Flower gardens, hotels, 
restaurants, and cafes surround the Höhe-
weg, the main boulevard, where sightseers 
can also see breathtaking mountains in the 
background. Also famous is Lake Lugano. 
It is between Switzerland’s and Italian’s 
border where Switzerland residents speak 

Italian. In the towns around Lake Lugano 
the feel of Italy is everywhere, including 
in the historic architecture, the pizzerias, 
pasta shops, wine stores, and dessert ca-
fes. 

For a small city feel, Bern’s old world 
charm delivers. Because the Switzerland 

constitution does not name 
a capital, Bern is the de 
facto capital of Switzerland. 
It has historic buildings, 
pedestrian-friendly roads, 
and great little shops. It is 
located next to the beautiful 

River Aare. Bern has many museums that 
art-lovers will appreciate, including the Ze-
ntrum Paul Klee, a museum dedicated to 
the artist Paul Klee and designed by the 
famous Italian architect Renzo Piano; and 
the Bern Museum of Art (Kunstmuseum), 

which is the oldest art museum in Switzer-
land. Zurich is Switzerland’s largest and 
most popular city. There are more than 60 
museums in Zurich and over 100 art gal-
leries. A popular museum is the Kunsthaus 

Zurich that has an impres-
sive collection of art from 
the Middle Ages. It also has 
several shops, but a word 
of caution: clothes are very 
expensive. (Unless there 
is some unique piece of 
clothing, avoid shopping in 
Zurich and try to find the 
item on-line.) Zurich’s ma-
jor train station is the place 
that many start their Euro-
pean adventure because 

its railways 
c o n n e c t s 
to several 

Cuckoo for Switzerland
ouT & aBouT // DAVID’S THOUGHTS 

tucked in the corner off a 
busy road. The bartend-
ers speak English and 
are very friendly. Les Garcons is a gay bar 
that has a mixed crowd off different ages. 
On the weekends, it gets packed, on the 
w e e k d a y s , not so much. The 

Carrousel Bar is a gay 
bar that is a great 
place to meet new 
people. The Mini-Bar 
is a gay bar that lo-
cals frequent. It is a 
great place to meet 
locals to learn more 
about the area. Pre-
digerhof is a gay 
bar that offers drag 
shows and great 
music. It is a fun 

environment that al-
lows a lot of interactions with others. Swit-
zerland may have some catch-up to do on 
the LGBT rights front, but it’s still a storied 
country to visit. t

Times square – 
eputedly the very 
intergalactic belly 
button!

quietly
prosperous

Don’t mess
with 
switzerland

a little bit 
of grit

Take an on-
time train
to the slopes



BalTimore ouTlouD    MArch 16, 2018 •  BalTimOReOUTlOUd.cOm  t  27 

Enough is Enough
Get relief. Pure and simple. Ask your doctor about Mytesi.
Mytesi (crofelemer):
 • Is the only medicine FDA-approved to relieve diarrhea in people with HIV
 • Treats diarrhea differently by normalizing the flow of water in the GI tract 
 • Has the same or fewer side effects as placebo in clinical studies 
 • Comes from a tree sustainably harvested in the Amazon Rainforest

What is Mytesi?
Mytesi is a prescription medicine that helps relieve symptoms of diarrhea not caused by  
an infection (noninfectious) in adults living with HIV/AIDS on antiretroviral therapy (ART). 
Important Safety Information
Mytesi is not approved to treat infectious diarrhea (diarrhea caused by bacteria, a virus,  
or a parasite). Before starting you on Mytesi, your healthcare provider will first be sure that you  
do not have infectious diarrhea. Otherwise, there is a risk you would not receive the right medicine 
and your infection could get worse. In clinical studies, the most common side effects that occurred 
more often than with placebo were upper respiratory tract (sinus, nose, and throat) infection 
(5.7%), bronchitis (3.9%), cough (3.5%), flatulence (3.1%), and increased bilirubin (3.1%).

RELIEF, PURE AND SIMPLE

In adults with HIV on ART who have diarrhea not caused by an infection

NP-390-15

Please see complete Prescribing Information at Mytesi.com.

IMPORTANT PATIENT INFORMATION
This is only a summary. See complete Prescribing Information at  
Mytesi.com or by calling 1-844-722-8256. This does not take the place  
of talking with your doctor about your medical condition or treatment.

What Is Mytesi?
Mytesi is a prescription medicine used to improve symptoms of 
noninfectious diarrhea (diarrhea not caused by a bacterial, viral, or 
parasitic infection) in adults living with HIV/AIDS on ART.
Do Not Take Mytesi if you have diarrhea caused by an infection. Before 
you start Mytesi, your doctor and you should make sure your diarrhea is 
not caused by an infection (such as bacteria, virus, or parasite).

Possible Side Effects of Mytesi Include:
•  Upper respiratory tract infection (sinus, nose, and throat infection) 
•  Bronchitis (swelling in the tubes that carry air to and from your lungs)  
• Cough  
• Flatulence (gas)  
•  Increased bilirubin (a waste product when red blood cells break down) 
For a full list of side effects, please talk to your doctor. Tell your doctor if 
you have any side effect that bothers you or does not go away. 
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of  
prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or  
call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Should I Take Mytesi If I Am:  
Pregnant or Planning to Become Pregnant?  
•  Studies in animals show that Mytesi could harm an unborn baby or 

affect the ability to become pregnant
•  There are no studies in pregnant women taking Mytesi
•  This drug should only be used during pregnancy if clearly needed

 A Nursing Mother?  
•  It is not known whether Mytesi is passed through human breast milk
•  If you are nursing, you should tell your doctor before starting Mytesi
•  Your doctor will help you to decide whether to stop nursing or to stop 

taking Mytesi  

Under 18 or Over 65 Years of Age?  
•  Mytesi has not been studied in children under 18 years of age
•  Mytesi studies did not include many people over the age of 65. So it is 

not clear if this age group will respond differently. Talk to your doctor to 
find out if Mytesi is right for you  

What Should I Know About Taking Mytesi  
With Other Medicines?
If you are taking any prescription or over-the-counter medicine, herbal 
supplements, or vitamins, tell your doctor before starting Mytesi.  

What If I Have More Questions About Mytesi?  
For more information, please see the full Prescribing Information at 
Mytesi.com or speak to your doctor or pharmacist.  

To report side effects or make a product complaint or for additional 
information, call 1-844-722-8256. 

Rx Only
Manufactured by Patheon, Inc.  
for Napo Pharmaceuticals, Inc. San Francisco, CA 94105  
Copyright © Napo Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Mytesi comes from the Croton lechleri tree harvested  
in South America. 

Tired of planning your life around diarrhea?

For Copay Savings Card and  
Patient Assistance, see Mytesi.com
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By wooDy DerriCks
As a result of the tax law changes late last 
year, the IRS has published updated income 
tax withholding tables (Irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/
n1036.pdf). Due to these changes, you might 
see that your net income has increased over 
the past month. While normally a good thing, 
this change could create a situation in which 
you owe the government money when filing 
your 2018 taxes.

In a previous article, I suggested getting 
a rough idea of how the tax changes may im-
pact your bottom line. Now that the withhold-
ing tables have been changed, I think that 
getting an estimate of your 2018 tax obliga-
tion is even more important. Although CPAs 
are busily preparing clients’ taxes for 2017, 
waiting much longer to adjust your withhold-
ings could create more work for you later in 
the year.

While nothing replaces the advice of your 
CPA, you could get a rough idea of your 2018 
taxes by going here (Calcxml.com/calcula-
tors/trump-tax-reform-calculator) and then 
visiting the IRS withholding calculator (Irs.
gov/individuals/irs-withholding-calculator) to 
estimate your paycheck withholdings. You’ll 
want to compare your current withholdings 
to those in the calculator and, along with the 

advice of your CPA, determine if you should 
make any adjustments. The withholding cal-
culator is best used by someone with a good 
handle on their taxes. Be sure to have your 
1040 form and most recent paycheck with 
you when using the calculator.

The result of the tax changes may provide 
a reduction in taxes for many, but the timing 
and implementation of the changes are cre-
ating uncertainty. It could be that someone 
believes they have excess income through-
out the year, spends that excess income, and 
winds up owing taxes next April. It could also 
be that someone doesn’t realize most of their 
tax benefit until filing in 2019 because they 
didn’t make the necessary adjustments in 
2018. Of course, the government is hoping 
that everyone helps stimulate the economy 
sooner than later. I think it’s more important 
to get your 2018 tax plan in place as soon as 
possible to help ensure that you are not sur-
prised by a tax bill come April 2019. t

Visit Partnershipwm.com. info here for in-
formational purposes only.

Tax Withholding 
Changes

your money 

The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery

205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”
410-225-3100 • ATM Available

205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”
410-225-3100 • ATM Available

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

2-in-1  RAIL &
Domestic Beer

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

2-in-1  RAIL &
Domestic Beer

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
with Karaoke

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
with Karaoke
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Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
Wednesday - Friday 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

encantadabaltimore.com/happy-hour 

Best in Federal Hill , located on the Third Floor of 
the American Visionary Art Museum, with the Vollis 

& Gene Simpson Whirligig Terrace
overlooking Federal Hill.

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11:30 a.m. - 3p.m. 
Featuring $15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary's 

and EVO Craft Beer drafts

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
 

HOURS OF OPERATION
Wednesday & Thursday  11:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

ENCANTADA
AT THE AMERICAN VISIONARY

ART MUSEUM

THE NICKEL TAPHOUSE
1604 Kelly Avenue.  Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240   -  nickeltaphouse.com

Fabulous Brunch Every 
Saturday & Sunday 

11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
nickeltaphouse.com/brunch-menu  

Featuring
$15 Bottomless Mimosas, 

Bloody Mary's and
 EVO Craft

                 Brewing Drafts.

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Wednesday Beer Dinners! 
$38 for Three Courses 

paired with 10oz BA Beers. 

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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12th Annual
NJ Leather

Chili 
Cookoff

Photos by
Corey Brent
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Real estate

Join the Weichert
Realtors-Urban
Lifestyles Team
and become part

of the family. 
Check out our
career night.

Call us for further 
information 

410-752-1050

Have a Career,
Not a Job!

Proud sponsor of

qualiTy oF liFe  // YOUR MONEY

Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger & Lauren Lynch

Have you ever caught a glimpse of what an 
individual was wearing and asked yourself 
“what makes them think that was a good 
idea?” You probably have. Now, one would 
imagine that most of these poor decisions 
would not make it to the front door of a 
recruitment office, right? Well, sometimes 
that’s incorrect. There’ve been occasions 
where we have refused to conduct inter-
views because the candidate 
presented to the office with 
less-than-appropriate 
attire. One mem-
orable example 
was a can-
didate for 
a bedside 
clinical posi-
tion presenting 
themselves in a 
t-shirt and animal-print 
leggings. 

We really need to con-
sider the impression we 
give to others based on 
how we present ourselves. 
Let’s consider impression 
management and dressing 
for success. What does it look 
like and why should we do it?

No matter our field of work an in-
dividual needs to make sure that he 
or she is always putting a best foot 
forward. Inclusive of attire, this would 
include the package of communication and 
preparedness. Imagine a situation where 
a person is impeccably dressed, but once 
you hear the first sentence out of this per-
son’s mouth it’s chock full of grammatical 
errors or the person is speaking with an 
off-putting tone; suddenly the attire be-
comes lost in that moment. Now take that 
scenario, and reverse it; the person is not 
dressed well, but speaks perfect English, 
with clarity and conviction. The attire off-
sets the use of language.

Many of us remember the old adage 
“Never judge a book by its cover,” and 
most of us believe this wholeheartedly. 

Dress for 
Success

However, when you know that you only 
have less than a few seconds to make or 
break any professional opportunity you 
cannot rely on the time required reading 
that whole book. The mere reason why we 
should dress for success is because it is 
the first visual impression that we are, in 
fact, serious about what we do and we are 
professional when we do it. It shows that 
we have respect for ourselves, we hold our 
work in high esteem, and we have respect 
for our field and the company for whom we 
work. 

In a simple situation such as a job in-
terview a candidate needs to ensure that 
the first impression they give is actual-
ly intended and reflects their work ethic. 
Remember, perception is reality. What 
Person A perceives of Person B is Person 
A’s understood reality of Person B until 
proven otherwise. What this means is that 
the interviewer will make a judgment of 

whether or not the interview will 
be successful within the 

first few seconds of 
meeting the candidate 
solely based on how 

the candidate presents 
themselves. Let us ref-

erence our laid-back friend 
from the beginning of the 
article. This individual may 
have a few years of experi-
ence and completed some 
level of trade or higher 
education. This individual 
may have some outstand-
ing references and may 
have had some inno-
vative ideas. However, 
what was presented to 

us was a person who did not 
care enough for the poten-
tial employment opportunity 
to throw on simple slacks and 
collared shirt. If that was how 
they presented to those who 

might have given them a job, how would 
they present to their patients? How would 
the patients gain trust in the integrity of the 
provided care? How would they have rep-
resented the company? These questions 
(and many more) run through a human re-
sources mind at lightening speed. 

Always remember, dressing for the 
job you want is always important, but that 
is not enough. You want your audience 
to walk away with the most positive im-
pression. In order to accomplish this, be 
dressed appropriately, be prepared, and 
think about what you will say, and how you 
will say it. t

like, maybe 
you’re applying 

for a job at a 
tackle shop...
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The Other 
Leather
Community

Jack and 
Neil have never 
felt the need to 
involve them-
selves in the 
public leath-
er community. 
They have been 
together for 12 
years and were 
introduced by 
a mutual friend 
during a time 
when they had 
both recently lost 
a partner. They 
have their jobs 
to protect and as 
Jack puts it, “Why 
go out and pay 
high drink pric-
es and a cover 
charge when we 
can entertain at 
home.” They meet 
people through so-

cial apps like Recon, where they are list-
ed as “2 Top Leather Dads.” They added 
that in the ten years that they have had a 
playroom they have entertained CEOs of 
local companies, businessmen attending 
conventions, and visitors from all over the 
world. 

I asked Jack if he had any tips for 
someone who would want to build a play-
room of their own. He pointed out that 
the floors were covered with interlocking 
rubber mats that are inexpensive, easy to 
clean and can be purchased anywhere. 
He recommended visiting used furniture 
stores to look for sturdy wooden tables 
and chairs that can be modified for play 
with hooks and eyebolts for bondage. A 
chair can easily become a rim chair by 
removing the seat. He added that it is 
important to sand any rough or uneven 
surfaces. His playroom also includes a 
hoist to which one can attach a boy’s feet 
to pull him up towards the ceiling. It was 
purchased at a marine supply store. His 
St. Andrew’s cross it just two two-by-sixes 
nailed together. Jack made all the equip-
ment in his dungeon, including the cage. 
Metal racks that were store displays make 
a handy place to hold whips, paddles, and 
toys. There was no need to purchase from 
expensive fetish websites. 

I really enjoyed getting to meet Jack 
and Neil and I hope I get to visit them 
again sometime. Just when I thought I 
knew everyone in the leather community it 
turns out that there is another leather com-
munity. t 

 

and Gagged magazine. 
Later in an issue of the Baltimore Gay Pa-
per he saw a personal ad from a leather 
master looking for a boy. This furthered 
peeked his interest. He replied and was 
instructed to go to an address and knock 
on the basement door. A hairy bearded 
man dressed in full leather answered the 
door and proceeded to literally rip Jack’s 
clothes off. (Later he would have to bor-
row something to wear home.) It was the 

start of many visits to his master’s house. 
Jack was often kept naked and chained up 
while his master worked as a tax accoun-
tant. Jack was taught old guard protocols. 
It was a fantasy come true. Then one day 
Jack stopped by the house and found a va-
cant building. He never saw the man again 
and to this day does not know what hap-
pened to him, but he learned lessons that 
he will never forget. For Jack believes that 
the best master needs to know what it is 
like at the other end of the whip. 

For the 14 years that I’ve been writing this 
column I’ve covered a lot of ground. I’ve in-
terviewed many leather titleholders, report-
ed on leather contests, described leather 
club’s anniversary weekends in excruci-
ating detail, and have provided a guide to 
upcoming leather events. For my readers 
who are not involved in the leather com-
munity, I’ve provided a little window into 
the work that the leather community does 

for charity. I was 
recently intro-
duced by one 
of my ShipMate 
club brothers to 
two leathermen 
who are all play 
and no work. 
Let’s just call 
them the other 
leather com-
munity. 

These old 
guard leather 
daddies have 
never been a 
member of a 
leather club, 
do not attend 
leather con-
tests, do not 
frequent leather 
bars, and cannot be found at any of the 
many leather weekends. Due to their pro-
fessional jobs they’re part of the under-
ground leather community. In fact, I will not 
be using their real names. Let’s just call 
them “Jack” and “Neil.” 

When I visited them on a recent week-
day afternoon, they were both eager to 
show me their beautiful 1920s home in 
Baltimore. The house is filled with antiques 
and stunning works of art, including many 
paintings that were done by Jack in the old 
master’s style. Their rooftop deck provides 
a panoramic view of downtown Baltimore, 
but the real sights are in their basement. 

Their basement mancave includes a 
large bar area complete with several pub-
style tables and chairs, a jukebox, and as-
sorted neon beer signs. One could easily 
imagine that you had walked into a dive 
bar. What you couldn’t image was found 
behind a revolving bookcase of the kind 
that I have only seen in movies. Jack glee-
fully pushed on a bookcase which spun 
to reveal a large personal dungeon. As 
I entered I felt like a small child walking 
into Toys “R” Us. It was one of the most 
complete in-home playrooms I have even 
seen. There was a leather covered sus-
pended bondage table, a sling, a large 
cage, a St. Andrew’s cross, a bondage 
chair, a medical table, a working urinal and 
sink, and enough toys and accouterments 
that I thought I was back at the vendor 
mart at Mid-Atlantic Leather! 

Jack explained that he didn’t discover 
his kinky side until he was in his early 40s. 
Although he fooled around with guys, he 
was married to a woman. In that pre-inter-
net age he first discovered a copy of Bound 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

leaTher

inside
a private
playroom

410-727-1112  •  chasecourt.com
1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD

Owned and Operated by David Egan, 
wedding columnist for BaltimoreOUTloud.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook at
ChaseCourtWeddingVenue

• ArchitecturAlly-stunning 
wedding venue • 

• indOOR & OuTdOOR wedding 
CeReMOnieS, ReCePTiOnS, 

And eLOPeMenTS •
• OveR 30 SAMe-Sex weddingS 

SinCe 2013 • 

“Jack was often kept 
naked and chained 
up while his master 

worked as a tax 
accountant. Jack was 

taught old guard 
protocols. It was a 
fantasy come true.”
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227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850

THURSDAYS.

NEW SEASON 
03/22/2018
NEW SEASON 
03/22/2018

Hope you have a very GREEN St. Patty’s 
With lots of lucky green wishes
that all come true!

Hope you have a very GREEN St. Patty’s 
With lots of lucky green wishes
that all come true!
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALOON

FINANCIAL

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 W. Lexington Street  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

 Grand Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649
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TAKE THE LEAD

Take an active role in your health.
Ask your doctor if an HIV medicine made by Gilead is right for you.

onepillchoices.com
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