
fe

articulate those.”
Cardin’s two terms in the Senate have 

been undistiguished, contends openly gay 
journalist Glenn Greenwald – though  Car-
din has made his mark as a strong sup-
porter of Israel’s right-wing prime minister, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, and drafted legisla-
tion that would make it a felony for Amer-
ican’s to publicly advocate an economic 
boycott of Israel called by some for the 
country’s treatment of Palestinians.

Others on the left favorably compared 
Manning to Cardin. “He wants to suppress 
your rights and make actually exercising 

stamp on such councils by replacing mem-
bers, though not so late into their terms. 
While the remaining members were ap-
pointed by Obama, several had time left 
in their terms, and others had even been 
sworn back in to new terms under Trump. 
The firing was especially offensive consid-
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—continued on page 3

By Bill Redmond-PalmeR
“All things AIDS, nationally and interna-
tionally, are in danger from the Trump ad-
ministration, from PACHA to PrEP funding 
and other services right here in Baltimore,” 
says Lynda Dee, president of AIDS Action 
Baltimore, a non-profit group marking its 
30th year providing essential services to 
people with HIV / AIDS.

“PACHA” is the acronym for the Pres-
idents Advisory Council on HIV / AIDS, 
created in 1995 to advise the president on 
policies related to the treatment and pre-
vention of HIV, and to make recommen-
dations on the National HIV / AIDS Strat-

egy, a five-year plan 
responding to the epi-
demic. Over the years, 
the volunteer council 
was made up of doc-
tors, industry leaders, 
activists, and people 
living with the disease.

Last December 
27th, the president 
fired all 16 remaining members of the 
council, effective immediately, through 
a form letter sent out by FedEx, with no 
warning or explanation. It is sometimes 
expected that presidents will put their own 

With her 35-
year sentence 
commuted by 

Obama, Manning 
aims to be the US’s 

first trans senator

—continued on page 3

HIV Treatment and 
Prevention in Peril

ering the president signed an executive or-
der in September to renew PACHA.

In in the meantime, an estimated 1.2 
million people have HIV / AIDS in the US, 
with the brunt of the epidemic hitting the 
African-American community and, espe-
cially, black transgender women and young 
black, gay men, the demographic where 
most new HIV infections are occurring.

Kaye Hayes, a council staff member, 
characterized the firings as routine, citing 
previous examples of presidents who had 
replaced all the council members when 
they were elected. When asked about it re-
cently, White House secretary Sarah Huck-
abee Sanders stated that “We’re looking at 
the different options, and we’ll keep you 
posted if we have an announcement on 
that front.”

The first sign of apparent presidential 
indifference was on January 20th, Inaugu-

Democrat. 
Manning settled in 
Bethesda after get-
ting released last 

Chelsea
manning
credit: Tim 
Travers Hawkins

Trump 
obliterates 

AIDS 
advisory 
council

‘You’re fired!’ – Presidential AIDS 
advisory panel, in place since 1995, 

dismissed

By GeoRGe 
WilliaRd
Elections have 
been bringing 
surprises late-
ly – from Brexit 
to Trump. So 
could Mary-
landers soon 
be sending to 
W a s h i n g t o n 
the first trans-
gender US 
Senator?
They may get the chance. Chelsea 
Manning – whistleblower of US war 
crimes in Iraq, who, as US Army 
intelligence analyst Bradley Man-
ning leaked 750,000 pages of clas-
sified government documents to 
Wikileaks – threw her hat into the 
ring January 14th, announcing she 
would oppose two-term Maryland 

Sen. Benjamin Car-
din, a conservative 

Sen. Chelsea 
Manning?May after seven years of a 35-

year sentence in the brig at Fort 
Leavenworth. She was freed as 
a result of her prison term being 
commuted by president Obama 
last January. 

“We live in trying times,” 
Manning says in the video an-
nouncing her candidacy, which 

has racked up some 275,000 views in two 
days. “[Times] of suppression, of hate, ... 
We need to stop expecting that our sys-
tems will somehow fix themselves. We 
need to actually take the reins of powers.” 

Cardin has not said whether he will run 
for re-election, but has some $2 million on 
hand in his campaign warchest. Cardin 
responded graciously to Manning’s entry, 
telling Associated Press, “Each person 
brings their unique qualifications. I’m sure 
she will do what she needs to to try and 
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Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

neWs // LOCAL 

ration Day for President Trump, when the 
Office of National AIDS Policy website was 
taken down, leaving no mention of people 
living with HIV anywhere on the govern-
ment website. This was followed by the fail-
ure of the administration to appoint a new 
director of the Office for National AIDS Poli-
cy, a position that remains unfilled today for 
the first time since the office was created by 
President Bill Clinton in 1993.

This past June, six members of PACHA 
resigned because of “a president who sim-
ply does not care,” as one member wrote in 
a Newsweek op-ed. “We cannot ignore the 
many signs that the Trump administration 
does not take the on-going epidemic or the 
needs of people living with HIV seriously,” 
wrote Scott Schoettes, the openly HIV- pos-
itive HIV project director for Lambda Legal.

Schoettes said that advisers on PACHA 
had suspected the president’s “lack of un-
derstanding or concern” for HIV / AIDS is-
sues during the campaign, but had decided 
to stick around in hope of making change 
from within the administration. By June they 
had seen the writing on the wall, and it was 
clear to them that the administration had 
absolutely no plan or desire to address the 
epidemic, or to support those infected and 
affected by HIV.

The president’s 2018 budget would 
have included major cuts to HIV / AIDS 
policy, including $150 million in HIV / AIDS 
programming at the Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC), and $1 billion in global aid to 
fight the epidemic. Congress however, vot-
ed to continue spending at current levels.

The president read out proclamations 
on both National HIV Testing Day and World 
AIDS Day, but neither statement included 
any mention of the LGBT community. In De-
cember, he was also quoted as saying that 
Haitians entering the US “all have AIDS.” 
Additionally, the CDC was given a directive 
that their budget proposals were no longer 
allowed to include words like “diversity” and 
“transgender,” as well as “vulnerable,” “en-
titlement,” “fetus,” “evidence-based,” and 
“science-based.” These bans could affect 
the ability of the CDC to support communi-
ties disproportionately affected by the HIV 
epidemic.

The deadline for reapplying or nominat-
ing new members was only one week fol-
lowing the firings, on January 2nd.

“We all need to remain aware and stay 
engaged,” said Lynda Dee. “Silence still 
equals death.” t

—continued from page 1

the First Amendment a crime,” said com-
mentator Jimmy Dore, “while Manning put 
her life in harm’s way to expose crimes of 
the government and give us more freedom 
and transparency.”

But reaction from mainline Democrats 
has been predictably hostile, with some al-
leging Manning to be serving as a Russian 
agent.

An iconic figure of LGBT resistence and 
tarred as a lawbreaker, is Manning cut out 
to be a lawmaker? 

In prison, Manning wrote what she of-
fered as a model statute for protecting whis-
tleblowers from charges if they were not try-
ing to hurt the government. From her new 
perch as columnist for the UK Guardian, 
Manning has writen widely on polciy issues. 
Her candidacy has to be considered a long 
shot, but it will be a test of the Democratic 
party establishment that thwarted Bernie 
Sanders’ presidential campaign to see if it 
allows a radically different would-be Sena-
tor from Maryland to fairly compete. t

Sen. Chelsea Manning?
—continued from page 1

EIGHT NEW FLOORS.
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‘Divine Light’ 
Shines in 
Baltimore

By Rodney BURGeR
Divine Light, a faith-based non-profit out-
patient treatment and recovery program 
geared towards the LGBTQ community 
that started in Philadelphia over seven 
years ago, has opened an office in down-
town Baltimore. Divine Light CEO / founder 
Sakina Dean welcomed invited guest to the 
new Baltimore location at 1 North Charles 
Street, suite 1504, on January 10th. Ms. 
Dean told baltimore outloud that Divine 
Light is excited about expanding into the 
Baltimore area where it can provide a 
clean, safe environment for outpatient re-
covery from substance abuse as well as 
mental health counseling that is welcoming 
to sexual and gender minorities. During a 
brief presented, guest heard testimonies 
from graduates from Divine Light programs 
who had traveled to Philadelphia from Bal-
timore because they were unable to find 
services in Baltimore that did not judge 
them regarding their sexual orientation or 
gender identity. Terry Hickey, director of 
the Baltimore Mayor’s Office of Human 
Services, presented Ms. Dean with a proc-
lamation from Mayor Pugh and wished Di-
vine Light much success in their Baltimore 
operation. 

For more info, visit Divinelightincinten-
siveoutpatient.com or contact the office at 
443-552-1460. t

New Leadership 
at The Center for 

Black Equity 
Dr. Durryle Brooks has been announced 
as the new head of the Center for Black 
Equity – Baltimore, a nonprofit group that 
aims to foster the local black LGBTQ com-
munity. He fills the vacancy left by Carlton 
R. Smith, the group’s founder. 

Dr. Brooks is a native Baltimorean 
whose research has looked health dispari-
ties at the intersection of race and sexuali-
ty, locally as well as nationally. 

“I am deeply grateful for the opportuni-
ty to lead the Center for Black Equity,” said 
Brooks. “As a black gay man from Balti-
more, I know the beauty and the challenge 
of being part of the LGBTQ community. My 
role will allow me to provide support and 
personal development opportunities to a 
community that is deserving of respect, af-
firmation, and love. Baltimore Black Pride, 
the organizations premiere event, is a 
space for the community to come togeth-
er, tear down barriers, build each other up, 
and create new connections to interrupt 
the negative health outcomes associated 
with isolation and marginalization.”

The group also announced two new 
boardmembers: Donte Hilliard and Kibibi 
Matthews-Brown. 

The primary 2018 Baltimore Black 
Pride events will take place from October 
5th through 7th. 

Learn more at Cbebaltimore.org. t

Carlton Smith: 
New Ryan White 

Council Chair
For 26 years, the Ryan White Planning 
Council has focused on providing medical 
care and support services for people with 
HIV in Baltimore. The Planning Council re-
cently elected Carlton R. Smith as chairman, 
as part of a new leadership team with over 
60 years of combined experience in HIV 
planning, advocacy, and service provision.

The community at large is invited to join 
the Planning Council at their meetings, held 
on the third Tuesday of every month. For 
more info, visit Baltimorepc.org or contact 
the Planning Council at 443-984-3563. t

‘Dance 
4A Cause’ 
Fundraiser 

Coming in April
By BRyan CasTille
A small, local charity operation is about to 
make a big splash in Baltimore LGBT night-
life. This spring, D4AC (Dance for a Cause) 
kicks off its third annual fundraiser with a 
number of notable upgrades, including ex-
pansion to a three-day weekend event, robust 
entertainment lineup, and a more ambitious 
fundraising goal of $10,000 (proceeds go to 
Chase Brexton and Baltimore AIDS Walk & 
Run). 

D4AC began as a modest passion proj-
ect. Its founders, Aaron Lorance and Ryan 
Walter (aka DJ Ryan Doubleyou), never ex-
pected to grow so much so fast. And yet, as 
sponsorship and popularity continue to build, 
their faith in the compassion and generosity 
of the local LGBT community has turned out 
to be right on the money.

“One thing Ryan and I believed from the 
very beginning was that people really do want 
to help make a difference in the lives of people 
struggling with HIV/AIDS,” Lorance said. “As 
it turns out, we were right. The level of partic-
ipation in these events, and the contributions 
we’ve been able to raise from both local busi-
ness and individuals, is just astounding.”

The organization is run by Lorance, Wal-
ter, and a small handful of devoted friends on 
a strictly voluntary basis.

“We’re 100% non-profit,” Walter said. 
“We have no budget of our own. No office. 
We don’t even have business cards. D4AC 
succeeds because of two critical compo-
nents: our passion, and the businesses and 
organizations who support us. And that’s how 
it should be.”

The abrupt closing of G*A*Y nightclub, 
and an unexpected calendar move for Cher-
ry DC that caused D4AC to reschedule its 
event to avoid competing with the vastly larg-
er Cherry, complicated the already mammoth 
task of organizing such a large production 
with so few hands.

The setbacks only strengthened their re-
solve. Lorance claims that, although his or-
ganization is small, it has quickly earned the 
trust of the community. That trust, he says, is 
the foundation of any successful fundraising 
apparatus.

“People need to know their donation is 

dr. durryle Brooks

going where they think it’s going. By partner-
ing with Chase Brexton and Baltimore AIDS 
Walk & Run, we can ensure transparency and 
accountability.”

This year’s event – “Incognito” – explores 
the theme of disguise, anonymity, and al-
ter-egos. Lorance said the inspiration came 
from a reflection on LGBT history.

“We knew we wanted to do a masquer-
ade, but we wanted it to be interesting, rele-
vant, and meaningful.” 

The answer, Lorance said, was in our 
shared history.

“My generation grew up in a very different 
world. HIV / AIDS was literally killing our com-
munity, and the media, our government – we 
had no representation. To the vast majority of 
Americans, we didn’t exist. We were shad-
ows. In a sense, we had to wear masks in the 
world, to disguise who we were. 

“And so, we gathered in the clubs, be-
cause that’s where we could be ourselves, 
bear our grief, find acceptance. That heritage 
is hard to look back on, but it’s important to re-
member what we’ve overcome. Our victories 
have made us strong. ‘Incognito’ celebrates 
our heritage and examines it through the lens 
of identity. It’ll be interesting to see how peo-
ple interpret that.”

The event is a mashup of a masquerade 
ball, superhero cosplay, fetish-gear, and per-
haps unsurprisingly, Madonna. The promo, 
Lorance says, is a throwback to early 90s 
Madonna, which saw the legendary gay icon 
at the height of her provocative powers.

“The erotica album and Sex book,” Lo-
rance said, “which inspired the ‘incognito’ 
promo, really captured the historical and 
cultural moment we’re reflecting on. [Madon-
na] was one of a small handful of celebrities 
advocating for LGBT rights and HIV / AIDS 
awareness. Today, thankfully, there are many 
more.”

D4AC Incognito runs April 20th to 22nd, 
featuring an opening night party at Baltimore 
Eagle, “Heroics” superhero cosplay dance 
party on Saturday night (Eagle) – and a sex-
ier, after-hours romp “Masked4Masc” (Facto-
ry17) – before rounding out the weekend with 
a closing party on Sunday afternoon (Eagle). 
Ticket pre-sale begins February 1st via 
D4ACEvents.com. t

aaron lorance 
& Ryan 
Walter
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Report on 
Orlando club 
massacre 
criticized

Orlando, Florida – A federally com-
missioned review of the Orlando Police 
Department’s response to the Pulse 
Nightclub massacre is drawing criticism 
from some active-shooter experts. Re-
leased last month, the 198-page report 
was produced by the Police Foundation, 
a DC-based nonprofit organization, at the 
request of the US Department of Justice. 
The report commends Orlando police for 
a “strong” response to Omar Mateen, the 
lone gunman who embarked on a shoot-
ing spree June 12th, 2016 inside the LGBT 
nightclub, killing 49 patrons and wounding 
58 others. But critics say the report fails 
to properly analyze a six-minute inter-
val during which Mateen shot about 100 
people inside Pulse while local police re-
mained outside. 

The report concludes that police used 
the six minutes effectively by organizing 
two “contact teams” prior to entering Pulse. 
But Chris Grollnek, an active-shooter ex-
pert based in McKinney, Texas, disagrees. 
He said police should have entered Pulse 
within 90 seconds of Mateen’s arrival, 
when they had him outnumbered. “You 
never wait outside while somebody shoots 
people inside,” Grollnek said. “You attempt 
to neutralize the shooter as rapidly as pos-
sible. If [Florida] Gov. [Rick] Scott’s family 
were inside, would police have waited six 
minutes to enter Pulse?”

Adam W. Lankford, a mass-shooting ex-
pert and criminology professor at the Uni-
versity of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, echoed 
those sentiments. “The active shooter is 
the source of the problem,” Lankford told 
Philadelphia Gay News. “You have to fo-
cus on the source as quickly as possible. 
In other words, if you have a hole in the 

Beyond The BelTWay

Book discredits 
Sandusky 
case built 
on recovered 
memories

Berkley, California – In a review of the 
book the most Hated man in america: Jer-
ry Sandusky and the rush to Judgment by 
Mark Pendergrast, on Skeptic.com, Fred-
erick Crews, professor emeritus of English 
at the University of California, Berkeley, 
succinctly summarizes the books thesis 
that the conviction was truly a rush to 
judgement based largely on the now com-
pletely discredited theory of recovered 
memory. In June 2012, the 68-year-old 

Jerry Sandusky, for three decades a suc-
cessful and admired assistant to Pennsyl-
vania State University’s legendary football 
coach, Joe Paterno, was found guilty on 
45 counts of child molestation and was re-
manded to prison for, effectively, the rest 
of his life. Sandusky was exposed as a 
serial pedophile on a scarcely imaginable 
scale, and ten of his victims, “alumni” of 
Sandusky’s program for neglected youth 
The Second Mile, were featured in his tri-
al. Penn State would eventually pay $109 
million (and counting) in compensation to 
at least 35 men. 

All that furor was commensurate with 
the depravity of Sandusky’s alleged crimes 
divulged in sensational news reports af-
ter a grand jury summary was released 
and dramatically recapitulated at the trial. 
None of those stories is as well remem-
bered, though, as that of Mike McQueary, a 

former Penn State quarterback and coach 
who claimed to have seen Sandusky in the 
act of molesting a boy. However, Crews 
notes that not quite everyone has been on 
board. A four-month investigation by John 
Snedden, a federal agent tasked with judg-
ing whether the fired president Graham 
Spanier ought to be stripped of his nation-
al security clearance, found there hadn’t 
been a cover-up because there had been 
nothing to cover up. And John Ziegler, a 
conservative talk show host and documen-
tary filmmaker, independently reached the 
same conclusion as Snedden.

Pendergrast is an independent scholar 
and science writer who has long been con-
cerned with the psychology and disastrous 
consequences of falsely “recovered mem-
ory.” Like nearly all consumers of main-
stream news, Pendergrast at first took the 
reports of Sandusky’s misdeeds at face 
value. But when, in 2013, he received a 
tip that there appeared to be a recovered 
memory aspect to the case, he was in-
trigued. After studying all pertinent docu-
ments, corresponding with Sandusky and 
twice visiting him, and interviewing family 
members, alumni of Sandusky’s Second 
Mile program, and other figures involved 
in the case, Pendergrast assembled an 
imposing argument against the consen-
sus. The book discredits the “recovered 
memory” of the ten Second Mile alumni 
and shows that in Mike McQueary’s first 
account of the alleged rape in the shower, 
he said he heard but did not see anything. 
Many researchers have shown, people ac-
tually tend to remember traumatic experi-
ences quite vividly – has any survivor of 
the Holocaust, excepting those with brain 
damage or dementia, ever lost awareness 
of it? (Sceptic.com – Frederick crews at 
Skeptic.com/reading_room/trial-by-thera-
py-jerry-sandusky-case-revisited)

Catholic 
Georgetown U 
to have LGBTQ 
student housing

Washington, DC – Gay Star News 
reports that Georgetown University has 
announced that it will offer LGBT student 
housing. 

Georgetown is the oldest Roman 
Catholic university in the country. Its Of-
fice of Residential Living has announced 
it accepted the proposal for a new Living 

Learning Community (LLC). The new build-
ing will provide safe space for students to 
explore gender and sexuality. Crossroads: 
Gender and Sexuality is the name of this 
new LLC. It is intended to serve as a com-
munity space for conversations “about in-
clusivity issues pertaining to gender and 
sexual orientation.”

Vice President of Student Affairs Todd 
Olson said the new space will remain true 
to Georgetown’s Jesuit values. Jesuits 
founded the university 1789. They are 
members of the Society of Jesus. This is 
a scholarly religious congregation of the 
Catholic Church. The Society of Jesus 
formed in 16th-century Spain. 

Olson continued: “Our Catholic and 
Jesuit values call on us to engage with re-
spect, compassion, and sensitivity with our 
LGBTQ community. It is in keeping with 
our Catholic and Jesuit values to provide 
a language, perspective, and sense of in-
clusion for deepening our sense of cura 
personalis.”

Student Grace Smith, a leader of the 
LLC effort, celebrated in a post on Face-
book. She leads the student government’s 
LGBTQ Inclusivity Policy Team. 

Smith described the decision as “a re-

ally big deal at a Jesuit University.” The 
post continued: “This means that students 
will now begin to have a unique residential 
space dedicated to exploring and under-
standing themselves and others in relation 
to gender and sexuality. Congratulations 
to everyone who made this dream a reality. 

Smith also spoke to the university’s 
newspaper about the new LLC. “This is a 
major and unprecedented accomplishment 
for a Catholic university. It makes a pro-
found and radical statement that religion 
does not have to be mutually exclusive 
with the freedom to understand, challenge, 
and grow through and with expressions of 
and reflection on gender and sexuality. It 
says: come as you are; be who you are; 
love how you do; and we’ll make a home 
for you.” (GayStarNews.com – charlie 
mathers at Gaystarnews.com/article/hous-
ing-catholic-university/#gs.jfv_tYo)

compiled by Jim becker

Best practice?

‘Victim’ Aaron Fisher celebrates Penn 
State payout ... but was there any crime? 

—continued on page 9

Jesuitical meets queer at Georgetown
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This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help 
determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fl uids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about 
TRUVADA for PrEP?
Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:  

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. You must 
get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA 
to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 ® Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have fl u-like symptoms, you could have recently become 
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a fl u-like illness within 
the last month before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
 ® You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

 ® You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
 ® Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.
 ® If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

 ® To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
 ® Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
 ® Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 
easier for HIV to infect you.

 ® Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 
having fewer sex partners.

 ® Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of 
getting HIV-1 infection.

 ® If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 
alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If 
you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat 
over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 ® Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. 
If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do 
not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they 
will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 

 ® Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. If 
you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to treat 
HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 
and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

 ® Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?
Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:

 ® Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do 
blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA. 
If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking TRUVADA.

 ® Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but 
rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, 
unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a 
fast or abnormal heartbeat.

 ® Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

 ® Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

 ® All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 
have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis. 

 ® If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should 
keep taking TRUVADA.

 ® If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If 
you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 ® All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with 
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 ® If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider 
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.
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Learn more at truvada.com

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.

TRUVADA for PrEP™ is a once-daily prescription medicine that 
can help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 when taken every day 
and used together with safer sex practices.

 ® TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV through sex. 

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection 
and if TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.And I make choices that fi t my life.

I'm passionate, 
not impulsive.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP?
TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription medicine that is used 
together with safer sex practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. 
This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help 
determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fl uids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about 
TRUVADA for PrEP?
Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:  

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. You must 
get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA 
to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 ® Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have fl u-like symptoms, you could have recently become 
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a fl u-like illness within 
the last month before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
 ® You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

 ® You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
 ® Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.
 ® If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

 ® To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
 ® Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
 ® Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 
easier for HIV to infect you.

 ® Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 
having fewer sex partners.

 ® Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of 
getting HIV-1 infection.

 ® If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 
alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If 
you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat 
over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 ® Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. 
If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do 
not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they 
will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 

 ® Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. If 
you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to treat 
HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 
and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

 ® Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?
Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:

 ® Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do 
blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA. 
If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking TRUVADA.

 ® Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but 
rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, 
unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a 
fast or abnormal heartbeat.

 ® Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

 ® Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

 ® All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 
have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis. 

 ® If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should 
keep taking TRUVADA.

 ® If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If 
you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 ® All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with 
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 ® If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider 
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT 
TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP:
 •  You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not already 

have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are 
confirmed to be HIV-1 negative.

•  Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently become 
infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like symptoms, tiredness, fever,  joint or 
muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had a flu-like illness 
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
•  You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP may not 

keep you from getting HIV-1. 

•  You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Get tested for HIV-1 at least 
every 3 months while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
think you were exposed to HIV-1 or have a flu-like illness while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

•  If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone to  
treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to  
treat over time.

•  See the “How To Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.

TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including:

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. If you 
have HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not stop taking 
TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health 
regularly for several months.

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA for PrEP is a prescription medicine used together with safer sex practices to help 
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at 
high risk of getting HIV-1.

•  To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
• Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.  
• Take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection. 

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP
•  Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have been exposed to HIV-1.

•  Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1 infection.

•  Use TRUVADA for PrEP together with condoms and safer sex practices.

•  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking  
TRUVADA for PrEP.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP” section.
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but rare medical emergency 

that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness 
or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach 
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or 
abnormal heartbeat. 

•  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain. 

• Bone problems.

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area (abdomen) pain, 
headache, and decreased weight.

These are not all the possible side effects of  TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and during 
treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.  

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis.
• Have any other medical conditions.
• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If you become HIV-positive, HIV 

can pass to the baby in breast milk. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal 

supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be taken with TRUVADA 

for PrEP.

HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK
• Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
•  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it easier for HIV to  

infect you.
•  Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as having fewer sex partners.
•  Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them.

GET MORE INFORMATION
•  This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for PrEP. Talk to your 

healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to prevent HIV infection.
• Go to start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
•  If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for program information.

IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about taking 
TRUVADA for PrEPTM (pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the 
risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does not replace talking to your 
healthcare provider about your medicine.

(tru-VAH-dah)

TRUVADA FOR PREP, the TRUVADA FOR PREP Logo, the TRUVADA Blue Pill Design, TRUVADA, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead  
Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners. 

Version date: April 2017

© 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. TVDC0139 07/17 
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the Highlands Ranch apartment where 
Riehl would later fire more than 100 shots, 
according to the Douglas County Sheriff’s 
Office. He killed Douglas County Deputy 
Zackari Parrish and wounded three other 
deputies, a Castle Rock police officer, as 
well as two neighbors. Riehl later died af-
ter an exchange of gunfire with SWAT of-
ficers.

But before the first shot was fired, Riehl 
spent hours sipping scotch in his bedroom 
and rehashing an argument with a person 
he calls both his roommate and domestic 
partner, broadcasting it all on Periscope, a 
social media site. “Matt, Matt, I thought we 
were lovers. Are you kicking me out?” Rie-
hl said to someone off camera. “I thought 
we had a relationship. Are you kicking me 
out tonight, Matthew? I thought we had 
something going the two of us, Matthew. 

Are you kick-
ing me out 
now after 
you used me 
up?” Riehl’s 
tone then 
turned from 
quest ioning 
to threaten-
ing. “I’ll mur-
der you in 
self-defense. 
Self-defense, 
M a t t h e w . 
Don’t be cra-

zy now. Go to bed …,” Riehl said. “Thought 
we had a relationship, Matthew. What’s 
going on? I’m sorry. I shouldn’t have used 
the ‘M’ word, but I’m so angry. I’m so an-
gry, Matthew.” Eventually, he called 911 
to report the fight between him and his 
roommate. Riehl continued to rant and re-
cord throughout the shooting. It’s unclear 
to 9NEWS how the video ends. (9News.
com – anna Staver & anastasiya bolton 
at 9news.com/news/crime/profanity-laced-
live-stream-from-ambush-shooter-shows-
rambling-call-to-911/504048205)

First of four 
Grindr attackers 
sentenced for 
hate crime

Dallas, Texas – Nigel Garrett, 21, was 
sentenced to 15 years in federal prison 
for assaulting a man because he was gay. 
Following a plea agreement, Garrett was 
sentenced Wednesday. The other three 

suspects – Anthony Shelton, 19; Chan-
cler Encalade, 20; and Cameron Ajiduah, 
18 – also pleaded guilty and are awaiting 
sentencing. The hate-crime charges carry 
a maximum penalty of life in prison. “The 
Justice Department will not tolerate hate 
crimes against any individual based on 
sexual orientation,” said Acting Assistant 
Attorney General John Gore. “Hate crimes 
are violent crimes but also attack the fun-
damental principles of the US.”

The men, all from Frisco, Texas, used 
Grindr to contact men in Aubrey, Frisco,, 
and Plano in January and February 2017. 
Each of the victims invited someone he 

thought was a gay man to his home. In-
stead, four men showed up who bound the 
victims with tape, assaulted them, robbed 
their homes, and stole their cars. They 
were caught in May. 

An 18-count federal indictment charged 
them with hate crimes, kidnapping, car-
jacking and using firearms to commit vi-
olent crimes. Each could have faced life 
in prison and $250,000 fines. t (Dallas 
Voice – david taffet at dallasvoice.com)

Beyond The BelTWay

and so we started the treatment a month 
later,” he explained. The cost of the laser 
procedure is $650 for five sessions. “They 
are popular among gay men and transves-
tites who take good care of their private 
parts. They want to look good in all areas,” 
Mr. Popol said. There is an abundance of 
skin-whitening products on the market and 
what’s caused controversy in the past was 
usually advertising campaigns to promote 
them. A Thai cosmetics firm had to with-
draw its video advertising a skin-whitening 
product after it was attacked on social me-
dia for being racist. In the ad, a famous 
actress attributed her success to her fair-
er skin. Yet attitudes about skin color are 
slowly changing. During the 2014 Miss 
Thailand World beauty contest, for in-
stance, much comment centered on how 
dark the winner’s skin was compared to 
typical contestants. At the time, the model 
Nonthawan “Maeya” Thongleng said she 
wanted to encourage all other women who 
felt insecure because of their darker skin. 
(bbcnews.com – andreas illmer, Nancha-
nok Wongsamuth & thanyarat doksone at 
bbc.com/news/world-asia-42575155)

Man kills 
deputy sheriff 
after fight with 
perhaps his 
boyfriend

Douglas County, Colorado – The 
gunman who killed a Douglas County dep-
uty spent the hours before the shooting 
live streaming a rambling, profanity-laced 
broadcast about his life, his roommate, and 
his relationship with local law enforcement. 

“So, if anybody bothers me, that’s why I’ve 
had a couple of scotches on Periscope,” 
Matthew Riehl, 37, told the camera after an-
other rant about a fight with his roommate.

The grainy videos took viewers around 

bottom of your boat, you don’t sit there and 
go into an in-depth plan on how to fix the 
hole. Every minute counts. You just fix it.” 
Lankford added: “The report doesn’t criti-
cally analyze whether the benefits of form-
ing contact teams is offset by the number 
of victims who may die during the delay. 
The report doesn’t raise that point.” Groll-
nek said, “The Orlando police response to 
Pulse failed on every level.” he continued. 

“If people rely on this report as the way to 
conduct an operation of this magnitude, 
the future loss of life will be incalculable.”

Blake L. Norton of the Police Founda-
tion, replied to the criticism: “While anon-
ymous critics are certainly entitled to their 
opinion, what is clear here is that the OPD 
followed nationally recognized promising 
practice by engaging the subject, form-
ing a contact team as soon as additional 
officers arrived, and confining the subject 
in order to extricate victims and transport 
them to medical care.” (PhilaDelPhia Gay 
News – timothy cwiek at epgn.com)

A new craze in 
Thailand – penis 
whitening

Bangkok, Thailand – The BBC reports 
that a supposed trend of penis whitening 
has captivated Thailand in recent days 
and left it asking if the country’s beauty 
industry is taking things too far. Skin whit-
ening is nothing new in many Asian coun-
tries, where darker skin is often associated 
with outdoor labor, therefore, being poorer. 
But even so, when a clip of a clinic’s latest 
intriguing procedure was posted online, it 
quickly went viral. 

Thailand’s health ministry has since is-
sued a warning over the procedure. The 
ministry warned about possible side ef-
fects such as pain, inflammation or scars 
and even effects on the reproductive sys-
tem and on having sex. Stopping treat-
ment would cause the skin color to return 
to normal and may result in “nasty-looking 
spots,” the ministry said. “Penis laser whit-
ening is not necessary, wastes money, and 
may give more negative effects than pos-
itive ones,” Dr. Thongchai Keeratihuttaya-
korn of the ministry said in the statement.

Popol Tansakul, marketing manager 
of Lelux Hospital which offers the service, 
told the BBC they had introduced vagina 
whitening services four months ago. “Pa-
tients started to ask about penis whitening, 

In pursuit of a more etiolated member

Robbery via 
Grindr

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUD or Pride 
media.

—continued from page 5

Killer Matthew Riehl
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
 HIV is a pressing issue within 
Baltimore’s LGBTQ community. The 
rate of new infections among youth is 
high and continuing to rise. The stig-
ma surrounding sexual health in gen-
eral prevents many from seeking and 
receiving the services they need. The 
GLCCB partners with community or-
ganizations to provide linkage to HIV 

testing and care. One of those organi-
zations is STAR TRACK, an initiative 
of the University of Maryland Medical 
School’s Adolescent and Young Adult 
Medicine clinic.
STAR TRACK is an acronym that 
stands for Special Teens At-Risk, To-
gether Reaching Access, Care and 
Knowledge. The organization has been 
active in serving LGBTQ youth and 

young adults in Baltimore since 1989. 
A recent highlight by FreeState Justice 
states, “Recognizing the need for eas-
ily accessible, visibly affirming health 
services, health education and HIV 
resources for Black MSMs (men who 
have sex with men) and transgender 
women, STAR TRACK provides com-
prehensive and confidential health 
care, community education events, 
training, and advocacy around sexual 
health and HIV.”
STAR TRACK’s focus on youth intro-
duces HIV awareness and prevention 
tactics early on in the sexual lives of 
teens and young adults. This topic is 
unaddressed in many schools outside 
of abstinence-based sex education.  
And for many LGBTQ students, the 
sex ed they receive in school comes 
from a heteronormative standpoint and 
does not affirm their gender identity or 
sexual orientation.
Safe and affirming care for transgender 
and gender non-conforming individuals 
is among STAR TRACK’s highest pri-
orities. The program provides primary 
medical care for transgender youth & 
young adults, including nursing & case 
management by trans providers. Care 
includes hormone therapy, gender 
affirming surgery, and HIV specialty 
treatment.
Reproductive and pregnancy-related 
care, couples-based STI treatment, 
and non-medical case management 

We’re All STARs

Last year towards the end of 2017 I 
asked you, our community, to help the 
Center raise money so that we can 
continue all of our important work. With 
over 40 programs, serving 800 to l000 
people monthly not to mention main-
taining a larger space, it takes a lot to 
keep running smoothly. With your help 
the GLCCB closed 2017 with $1,736.68 
raised between three of our end of the 
year fundraising campaigns.  Our first 
fundraiser, Drag Bingo, at Points South 

are also among the services STAR 
TRACK provides. 
Most STD clinics in the United States 
offer standard HIV testing, but STAR 
TRACK is one of only 14 clinics in the 
entire state of Maryland that offers rap-
id oral and blood testing. They also 
offer standard testing for chlamydia, 
gonorrhea, hepatitis B, hepatitis C, and 
HIV.
To maintain their focus on youth, STAR 
TRACK’s clinical services are only 
available to youth and young adults 
ages 12 to 26. Their outreach initiatives 
and GLCCB co-sponsored events, 
however, are open to those of all ages. 
They do PrEP Pop-Ups all over the city. 
They’ve also hosted paint-and-sips, 
skate parties, and “PrEP After Dark” to 
incorporate conversations around sex-
ual health in fun and unconventional 
settings.  
STAR TRACK provides free and con-
fidential rapid HIV testing at the GL-
CCB every Wednesday evening from 
6:30pm to 8:30pm. They also host a 
monthly vogue practice session at the 
GLCCB where folks can learn to vogue, 
improve their skills, or just have fun. 
The next one will be held on  Wednes-
day January 24th at 6:00pm.
To learn more about STAR TRACK and 
the services they provide, visit the pro-
gram’s Facebook page @StarTrack-
Health or reach out via email at star-
trackteen@gmail.com.

By: Jennifer Eden

Latin Kitchen helped us raise $1,416. 
Our Second Fundraiser at Chipotle 
helped us raise $20.68. Finally, the 
end of the year campaign raised $300. 
For all of this the community deserves 
a very big thank you. We strive to serve 
you, our community, and it is with your 
help, support and feedback that we are 
able to continue to do the work that 
matters to you. The GLCCB is ready 
to start 2018 with renewed energy and 
we plan to keep growing with you. So 
again, thank you for your support and 
we hope to see you at one of our many 
programs soon.  

Thank You
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Events Calendar: January/February 2018
Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays

01/21
Narcotics 
Anonymous [NA]
   11:00am-1:00pm
Gentle Mindful Yoga
   3:30pm-4:45pm ($10)

01/28
Narcotics 
Anonymous [NA]
   11:00am-1:00pm
Gentle Mindful Yoga
   3:30pm-4:45pm ($10)

01/22
Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet 
   1:00pm-5:00pm

01/29

01/23
Teen Art Group
   5:30p-7:30p
Meet for a Cause
   6:00pm-8:00pm

01/30
Teen Art Group
   5:30p-7:30p

01/24
Free & Confidential 
HIV Testing
   6:30pm-8:30pm
The Mankind Project
   6:30pm-8:30pm
Sexual Compulsives 
Anonymous [SCA]
   7:00p-8:00pm
Vogue Practice
   6:00pm-10:00pm 

01/31
Free & Confidential 
HIV Testing
   6:30pm-8:30pm
The Mankind Project
   6:30pm-8:30pm
Sexual Compulsives 
Anonymous [SCA]
   7:00p-8:00pm

01/25
Youth Against 
Oppression
   4:30pm-6:30pm
The Community 
Cares Project
   7:00pm-9:30pm
Sistahs of Pride
   7:00pm-9:00pm

02/01 
Youth Against 
Oppression
   4:30pm-7:00pm

01/19
Crystal Meth  
Anonymous [CMA]
   6:30pm-8:30pm

Crystal Meth 
Anonymous [CMA]
   6:30pm-8:30pm
Breaking Bread/BMX
   6:30pm-10:00pm

02/02
Crystal Meth 
Anonymous [CMA]
   6:30pm-8:30pm
Giovanni’s Room 
Open Mic ($5)
   7:00pm-10:00pm

01/20
Alcoholics 
Anonymous [AA]
   5:00pm-8:00pm

01/27
Alcoholics 
Anonymous [AA]
   5:00pm-8:00pm

02/03
Alcoholics 
Anonymous [AA]
   5:00pm-8:00pm

By Jennifer Eden

Since we opened the doors of our brand new location in Au-
gust of 2015, the GLCCB has been updating our program sched-
ule to include new programs to engage local sexual and gender 
minorities. From dance classes to discussion groups, we’re con-
sistently striving to make sure there’s something for everybody.

While game nights and support groups may be just what 
some community members need, others may benefit from a one-
on-one session with one of our peer navigators. Peer navigators 
are individuals who have been trained to help people with mental 
and physical health care and wellness needs navigate the pleth-
ora or resources available through the network of city and state 
agencies and organizations.

Our peer navigators are here for you five days a week. We’re 
able to help with everything from job hunting to PrEP linkage. 
Your information stays confidential as we connect you with our 
partner organizations to receive the services you need. 

The GLCCB is truly here for you, the community. Every pro-
gram, event, and initiative is designed with you at the center. If 
you’d like to meet with a peer navigator, call the GLCCB at 410-
777-8145 or come visit us anytime.

At the Center of it All
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By maRK seGal 
With the North Korea situation being in front 
of the news, the answer to that question is 
simple: No. But it gives us an opportunity as 
a community to look at how the US and our 
community are dealing with other nations 
and their LGBT policies.  The best exam-
ples from the last few years are in the Middle 
East, Africa, and Chechnya.  

Let’s start with the most recent example, 
Chechnya. While the independent state is 
under russian influence, it’s culturally a con-
servative Muslim government. Some people 
in that culture have a religious-radical inter-
pretation, believing LGBT people should be 
stoned or killed. To that end, 2017 seems to 
take a trip back to the Middle Ages where 
LGBT people were kidnapped, imprisoned, 
tortured and killed. It should be pointed out 
that this is happening worldwide and the 
LGBT community is not willing to be invisible 
any longer.  

That has put a target on the LGBT com-
munity’s back in countries like Chechnya. 
When the world learned of this attack on 
human rights, it spoke up. Even the Trump 
administration’s State Department put out a 
condemning press release. The issue con-
tinues but the world’s attention is elsewhere.  

When you mention African states, many 
lump them together as one policy. That is 
false. Uganda was and is a hot spot for ho-
mophobia, to the point that a couple of years 
ago, they had legislation known as the “kill 
the gays bill.” Again, LGBT people in Uganda 
are still pushing against that oppression.  

From Saudi Arabia, there are still reports 
of death and flogging. Egypt has imprisoned 
LGBT people for holding rainbow flags and 
banned musical groups for singing about our 
community’s oppression. Lebanon, at pres-
ent, is still a country of tolerance with a new 
LGBT organization forming.  

Then, there is Israel, a powder keg of dis-
pute. There is no question that Israel is the 

Is North Korea Gay-friendly?
most gay-friendly country in the Middle East, 
but many say it is tarnished by its oppression 
of Palestine. Those opposed to Israel often 
call for a boycott, and the current government 
makes that an easy call, especially when they 
work in collaboration with the Trump adminis-
tration to move the US Embassy to Jerusa-
lem. But then again, there’s a lesson to be 
learned here and it’s connected to something 
often referred to by those calling for a boycott 
against the country. They reference apart-
heid in South Africa as their example – how 
the world boycotted it until it ended. Here’s 
the difference: While the apartheid of the 
South-African government was homophobic, 
the other side – headed by Nelson Mandela 
– was a supporter of the LGBT community. 
And when they took power, LGBT rights were 
put into its constitution – the first such action 
in the world.  

Please note Iraq, Iran and Syria were 
not even mentioned in this column for obvi-
ous reasons, and Turkey’s government won’t 
even allow it to have an LGBT Pride parade.  

Two points should be clear from this. 
Connecting the US LGBT struggles to inter-
national events is complicated and if we are 
to do this, it might be from a different angle 
than where we have thus far.  

Focus on what we can do here in our own 
home. Your tax dollars go to many of those 
places. We have agreements with many of 
those countries. You have the opportunity to 
ask your Congressperson and the administra-
tion to speak up on these issues or to impose 
sanctions. Is that a reality? Yes. Congress 
approves the budget, and they can and have 
changed it for numerous reasons. There are 
enough votes in the Senate to hold it up or 
change it, but only if we learn the ropes rather 
than enjoy the spotlight. t 

mark Segal is publisher of PhilaDelPhia 
Gay News. His new memoir aND theN i DaNceD 
is out now.  

 ThinKinG oUTloUd // MARK MY WORDS

Sun. through Tues. Closed
Wed. through Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m 

Hearts & Ears, Inc.
is a non-profit organization for Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender,
Intersex and Questioning individuals 

with mental health issues
and concerns.

We warmly welcome all sexual and
gender minorities.

611 PARK AVENUE SUITE A BALTIMORE, MD 21201 • 410-523-1694
heartsandears.org

Wellness and 
Recovery Center

Wellness and 
Recovery Center
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In addition, the CDC has a great web-
site about hepatitis A at Tinyurl.com/CD-
Chepatitis. Also, the Maryland Department 
of Health offers a good source of informa-
tion at Tinyurl.com/BaltimoreHepA and will 
also report regional outbreaks. t

the lGbt Health resource center of 
chase brexton Health care is to provide 
lGbtQ individuals and their families with 
welcoming access to expert health informa-
tion and resources that will enhance well-
ness and quality of life. For more info, visit 
resourcecenter.lgbt.

quAlITY OF lIFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

By monTe ePhRaim
chase brexton Health care
Baltimore health authorities are urging lo-
cal gay and bisexual men to get vaccinated 
against hepatitis A following reports of out-
breaks of the disease among LGBT com-
munities in other cities nationwide. 

A highly contagious disease, hep A 
causes a variety of symptoms which can 
last a few weeks in mild cases, to a few 
months in more severe cases. It can be 
prevented through a widely available vac-
cination.

We asked Dr. Sebastian Ruhs, direc-
tor of Chase Brexton’s Infectious Diseases 
Center of Excellence, 
to provide 
some details 
on hep A and 
how to get vac-
cinated.

What is 
hepatitis a?

Hepatitis A 
is an infectious 
disease caused 
by the hepatitis 
A virus. The vi-
rus infects the 
liver and can 
cause a flu-like 
illness with fever 
and fatigue, as 
well as nausea, 
vomiting, diar-
rhea, and jaun-
dice. The incuba-
tion period – the 
period between 
the time of infec-
tion and the time 
when symptoms 
occur – is usually 
between two to six 
weeks. Symptoms can sometimes last up 
to eight weeks or even longer. Unlike other 
types of viral hepatitis such as hepatitis B or 
C, the hepatitis A virus never causes chron-
ic or lifelong disease. 

How is it transmitted, and who is at 
higher risk of contracting it?

The virus is almost always transmitted 
when a person unknowingly ingests it from 
objects, food or drinks contaminated by 
small amounts of stool from an infected per-
son. There are multiple different ways the 
virus can be ingested. Often, the feces of 

Amid Outbreaks in Other Cities, 
Baltimore LGBT Community Urged to

someone infected with the virus somehow 
get into food or water. This is a common 
route of transmission in developing coun-
tries, which suffer from poor sanitary con-
ditions and overcrowded living situations. 
Typical foods that can carry the virus are 
undercooked seafood, poorly washed sal-
ads, or plain water. Another route of trans-
mission is certain sexual practices, such 
as rimming. 

How can I protect myself?
There is a vac-

cine against the 
hepatitis A virus, 
and it is almost 100 
percent protective. 
Everyone at risk of 
being in contact with 
the virus should be 
vaccinated. Not ev-
eryone in the US 
needs to be vacci-
nated. At risk are 
people who travel 
into areas where 
HAV is regularly 
causing infections, 
people who use 
illegal drugs, peo-
ple who are infect-
ed with hepatitis 
B and C, as well 
as men who have 
sex with men. If 
you fall in either 

of these categories please 
contact your doctor and ask about the vac-
cine. 

Have there been hep A cases report-
ed in Baltimore? Is an outbreak possi-
ble?

The hepatitis A virus does not regularly 
cause infections in most parts of the US, 
including Baltimore. Food-borne outbreaks 
are rare, but small outbreaks happen from 
time to time in some states, including 
Maryland. Those cases are usually linked 
to contaminated food brought to Maryland 
from out of state or even out of the country. 

However, there have been outbreaks 
of hepatitis A among men who have sex 
with men in urban areas across in the US. 

Those outbreaks have been linked to sex-
ual practices, such as rimming. To prevent 
further outbreaks, it is recommended that 
all men who have sex with men be vacci-
nated against the virus. 

Where can I go for more informa-
tion? 

Chase Brexton’s infectious disease 
care team is ready to provide more infor-
mation and vaccinations for hep A. Learn 
more at Chasebrexton.org/hepatitis or by 
calling 410-837-2050 to make an appoint-
ment. 

educator (who teaches people what they 
need to know), and an artist (who creates 
beauty that touches the soul).” 

This statement by Dr. Sapadin so elo-
quently and succinctly describes the many 
aspects of therapy and the art involved in 
connecting and communicating with an-
other human being, and the end result of 
cognitive, affective and behavioral chang-
es that take one to a more positive place.

There have been many times with a 
person in therapy, that I have wondered: 
Are we making progress here? Is the per-
son stuck in a rut from which they can’t es-
cape? How do I help them to get unstuck? 
Then that person, either in the office or at 
some unpredictable place and time, con-
nects the dots and voila! That “aha” mo-
ment arrives. This is not always a fun pro-
cess; none of us likes confronting our dark 
side or shortcomings, but then, no one is 
perfect and the key is to move towards 
constructive change, acceptance of one’s 
self and persevering in pursuing a healthy 
goal.

Trust, collaboration, and belief in one’s 
humanness are ingredients in this process 
between the therapist and the patient. If 
you had an unsatisfactory encounter with 
this experience, try someone else. We 
cannot ignore the personality traits and ap-
proaches involved here, plus the creden-
tials and experience of the professional. 
We can resolve a lot of issues on our own, 
or by talking with friends and family, but 
the critical ingredients in the journey in-
volve having a safe place with an objective 
therapist whose goal is your well-being.

So go ahead and give yourself the 
chance to explore your mind, to evolve, to 
deal with issues that may be obstacles in 
your relationships, your work goals, and 
your happiness, with a professional who 
can help you along the way. t

As the nation’s, indeed the world’s, atten-
tion has been on mental health, I want to 
focus on just what therapy / counseling is. I 
often hear people say: “I haven’t done this 
before; how does it go?” We do not ask this 
question if we have a toothache and have 
to go to the dentist, do we?

So the roots of this doubt, ambiguity 
and maybe even curiosity go back millen-
nia when “being crazy” was seen as differ-
ent from physical health and consequently, 
“those” people were subjected to all kinds 
of torture. Thankfully, in the 21st century, 
there is a greater understanding and ac-
ceptance of the parity and the connection 
between the mind and the body though 
there is still some stigma and misinforma-
tion remain. This progress is, regrettably, 
much less in some places in the world. 

With the 30-plus years of providing 
therapy to individuals, couples, and fam-
ilies, I am still awed by what I call the 
“magic of psychotherapy.” Here it would be 
helpful to include this quote from psychol-
ogist Linda Sapadin (PsychWisdom.com): 

“The work of a psychotherapist ... is a 
conglomeration. It’s the work of a detec-
tive (who is searching for clues to under-
stand what’s happened), a biologist (who 
understands how mind and body function), 
a social scientist (who appreciates how the 
social situation affects the individual), an 

Therapy Not 
For Me, You Say

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.

Get VACCINATED Against 
Hepatitis A

Dr. Sebastian Ruhs – 
Let’s think about your 
liver
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the nose spray vaccines protect against 
the three strains of flu virus expected to 
be most common this year. Research so 
far suggests that the nose spray may be 
more effective for kids and the shots more 

effective for adults.
How well does the 

vaccine work to pre-
vent flu?

How well the vaccine 
works depends on your 
age and health. It also 
depends on the accuracy 
of this year’s prediction 
of which flu strains will be 
commonest. For healthy 
adults under age 65, the 
vaccine prevents infection 
in 80% of cases when the 
prediction is accurate and 
in 50% of cases when the 
prediction is wrong. It is less 

effective for older people and people in 
poor health. There are benefits of vacci-
nation even when it does not completely 
prevent infection: when people who have 
been vaccinated get the flu, the sickness 
is milder. They are less sick, less likely to 
be hospitalized, and less likely to die than 
people who were not vaccinated. 

Can you get sick with the flu from 
taking the vaccine?

No. I know what people say… Some of 
my own patients swear they have gotten 
sick from the flu shot and refuse to ever 
take it again, no matter how I try to explain.

Since there is no live flu virus in the 
injectable vaccine, it is not possible to get 
infected with the flu from a flu shot. But – 
other things can make it seem as if that’s 
what happens. Because it takes two weeks 
or longer for the flu vaccine to take effect, 
if a person is exposed to flu before get-
ting the shot or within two weeks after get-
ting it, they can get the flu because they 
weren’t protected yet when they were ex-
posed. Or, the person may have gotten a 
cold or a stomach virus and be confusing 
that with the flu. 

The nasal spray does contain a live 
virus, which can cause runny and stuffy 
nose and mild sore throat. As anyone who 
has had a real influenza infection can tell 
you, this is much milder than getting the 
flu.

You have a lot to gain and nothing to 
lose. Go get your flu shot now so it will 
be working by the time flu season really 
starts.  t

eva Hersh is a baltimore family physi-
cian. Send your comments and questions 
to her by email at dreva@baltimoreoutloud.
com.

Dear Dr. Eva,
How bad is the flu going to be this 

year? Should I get vaccinated? Which 
is better, the shot or the nose spray? How 
well do they work to prevent infection? 
Can you get sick with the flu from taking 
the vaccine?

MW

Dear MW,
I’ll answer your questions one at a time. 

First, let’s look at the size of the problem.
Flu vaccine prevents influenza, which 

 What to Do Now 
that it’s 

Flu Season

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

is a viral infection of the lungs. Influenza, 
or “flu,” causes high fever (usually over 
101), headache, tiredness, sore throat, 
dry cough, stuffy nose, and body aches. 
The term “flu” is often mistakenly used to 
describe other infections, like colds and 
gastroenteritis (wrongly called “stomach 
flu.”) Flu vaccine cannot prevent colds or 
diarrhea. 

Flu is not a minor illness. Every 
year, 10-to-20% of all the people in 
the US are infected with flu, and more 

than 200,000 
people are 
hospitalized 
b e c a u s e 
of flu. Ac-
cording to 
the CDC, 

36,000 Americans die of flu every year. 
Complications of flu include pneumonia, 
dehydration, and worsening of chronic 
medical conditions like congestive heart 
failure, asthma, and diabetes. 

How bad is the flu going to be this 
year? 

There’s no way to tell for certain how 
bad this year’s flu season will be. Every 
year, epidemiologists use information from 

quAlITY OF lIFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

flu outbreaks in the Southern hemisphere 
to estimate how bad the flu season will 

be in our Northern hemisphere, and 
to predict which 

strains of flu virus will 
cause the most sickness.

Should I get vaccinated?
You probably should! Your age, health, 

and job affect how important it is for you to 
get the flu vaccine. Some groups of people 
are more likely to catch the flu and are also 
more likely to get seriously ill or even die if 
they do get the flu.

You definitely should get flu vaccine if:
• You smoke
• You have chronic medical problems, 

especially lung problems such as asthma, 
heart disease, or problems that affect the 
immune system, such as diabetes and HIV

• You are over age 50 (this has 
changed, the old recommendation was 
over age 65)

• You work or live with people in any of 
these groups.

Flu vaccine is also recommended for 
all children from 6 months to 18 years old. 

Which is better, the shot or the nose 
spray vaccine? 

Flu vaccine can be given as either a 
shot or a nasal spray. There are 5 different 
brands of flu shots: all have very similar in-
gredients and work equally well. The nose 
spray (brand name FluMist) is only ap-
proved for people under 50 years old. The 
cost of the nose spray and the shot are 
about the same, about $30-35 at a doctor’s 
office, usually less at a pharmacy.

The shot is made from the outer coat 
of the virus. Contact with these parts of the 
virus gets the immune system ready to rec-
ognize and fight off the flu. Unlike the nose 
spray, the shot contains no live virus. The 
nose spray contains a mild “domesticated” 
version of live flu virus. Contact with this 
virus teaches the immune system to rec-
ognize and fight off flu. Both the shot and 

Vaccination 
is the wisest 
course
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Carlson added, “I think audiences can 
expect to see a performance of the tempest 
which I don’t think they’ve seen anywhere 
else on screen and on stage. BSF is so great 
how they approach productions honoring 
the meter the way Shakespeare would have 
done it.” Carlson continued. “I think audienc-
es will hopefully see the wonderful message 
of the play, which is forgiveness, and that is 
such a rare action. Using virtue instead of 
vengeance, and that’s a beautiful message I 
think audiences will see.” t

For more info, visit baltimoreshake-
spearefactory.org.

BY FRAnKIe KuJAWA
The 2016 Tony-nominated Best Musical Waitress serves up excitement this 
month at the Hippodrome Theatre. Running from January 30th to February 4th, 
Waitress is based on the 2007 film of the same name. It tells the story of Jenna 
Hunterson, a waitress in an unhappy marriage to her husband Earl. When Jenna 
unexpectedly becomes pregnant she begins an affair with her gynecologist, Dr. 
Jim Pomatter. Looking for ways out she sees a pie contest and its grand prize 
as her chance. Brought to life by a groundbreaking all-female creative team, the 
performance features original music and lyrics by Sara Bareilles. 

“Audiences should expect an amazing story,” says cast member Donterrio 
Johnson. “The story that came from the movie has given us an amazing piece 
to perform. We have some powerhouse women.” Johnson’s own role in the en-
semble is tied with the main character of the show. “We do a lot 
of movement pieces surrounding her 
and expressing her inner thoughts.”

“Our lead [actress Desi Oakley] 
is incredible,” Johnson added. “She 
is taking the show to the next level, I 
think, even more so from the Broad-
way production.” The production has 
also found the perfect climate in which 
to tap into for audiences. “It’s such a 
women’s empowerment piece. There’s 
not a lot of those out there. It’s about a 
woman overcoming all the obstacles in 
her life without the help of a man. Going 
through it all and coming out on top at 
the end.”

For Johnson, a Chicago-native, this 
marks his first national tour. “Theatre 
has been in my family since childhood. It was destined 
for me to do that,” he says. Johnson is an alumnus of the American Musical and 
Dramatic Academy of Los Angeles. “After going to school, I’ve been working ever 
since. And now I’ve found myself in this national tour.” Johnson is very excited to 
be part of a travelling show as it’s afforded him new opportunities. “It’s so much 
fun. It’s a great way to do what I love, but to be able to see the country a bit.” 
Johnson added that he’s very excited to come through Baltimore. “I’ve never 
been there before, and this will be my first trip. I’m excited to be in the city and 
explore it.”  t

Waitress Serves Up Female 
Voices at Hippodrome

donterrio 
Johnson

the experience of going to the playhouse 
in Shakespeare’s time,” Garrett says. “We 
leave the lights on, which is a really quick 
way to tell we’re not your contemporary the-
atre. We try to meet the world technological-
ly where it was at the time. My favorite thing 
to say to anyone that is hesitant to Shake-
speare is that we are not this post-Victorian 
era type of play where you have to be quiet 
and applaud politely at the end. For audienc-
es, going to a play during Shakespeare time 
was like going to a WWE match. We want 
audiences to be active participants during 
the show.”

Maryland became Garrett’s home in 
2009, and though Baltimore is new to him, he 
feels that Baltimore’s theaters are going into a 
niche direction similar to that of Washington, 
DC, in the 1970s and 80s. “Every theatre is 
starting to develop a speciality. When you go 
to Fells Point Corner Theatre, or Spotlighters, 
or Center Stage, you know the type of per-
formance you’re going to get. When people 
come to BSF, they know they’re going to get 
this homegrown performance.” 

“We’re toying with the word ‘artisanal,’” 
Garrett chuckled. “One of the things I’m 

lively aRTs // OUT ON STAGE

BY FRAnKIe KuJAWA
A dramatic storm is brewing as Baltimore 
Shakespeare Factory (BSF) performs the 
tempest this month. Running from January 
12th to February 4th, the tempest is set on 
a remote island, where the sorcerer Prospe-
ro, rightful Duke of Milan, plots to restore his 
daughter Miranda to her rightful place using 
illusion and skillful manipulation. He conjures 
up a storm, the tempest, to cause his usurp-
ing brother Antonio and the complicit King 
Alonso of Naples to believe they are ship-
wrecked and marooned on the island. There, 
his machinations bring about the revelation 
of Antonio’s lowly nature, the redemption 
of the King, and the marriage of Miranda to 
Alonso’s son, Ferdinand. baltimore outloud 
recently chatted with Marshall Garrett, Direc-
tor of BSF’s the tempest, and actor Dean 
Carlson who plays the role of Ferdinand, as 
well as the repulsive Caliban.

For Garrett, this will be his first show 
to direct at BSF. An assistant director with 
BSF’s 2017 production of a midsummer’s 
Night dream, Garrett has been directing 
Shakespeare for over a decade. “We at BSF 
really try to re-create the circumstances and 

Shakespeare Factory’s The Tempest Storms into Baltimore
most excited about, in this performance, is 
the actor playing Ferdinand is also playing 
Caliban. This is a part that’s not traditionally 
doubled – one being the handsome prince; 
the other, this sea monster. I wanted to high-
light that these two characters are not nec-
essarily different.”

Dean Carlson, who plays both charac-
ters, explained. “It’s quite difficult to play two 
people who are from vastly different circum-
stances. It’s a challenge that I enjoy taking on 
every night. I want to make sure the work that 
I did with Marshall comes through in the proj-
ect. It’s a delight to cast my range that way.”
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lively aRTs // SCREEN SAVOR

humble and confident at the same time to 
honor the greats. I learn and grow so much 
from doing these kinds of shows. I’m even 
having to perfect my French for when I honor 
Edith Piaf!”

Callaway is excited to perform with the 
BSO. “I can’t wait to spoil my beautiful BSO 
audiences! This engagement will mark the 
first time I am singing an Adele song with 
a symphony orchestra. I love my conductor 
Jack Everly. We’ve done possibly 75 shows 
together through the years. The great rap-
port he has with the BSO and the magic they 
make together is electrifying. The BSO is 
one of the finest orchestras in the country 
and singing with them is both a joy and an 
honor.”

In addition to the divas performance, 
Callaway has a number of upcoming proj-
ects on the way. “I’ve just recorded an excit-
ing new CD called ‘As Time Goes By: Jazz 
Goes to the Movies’ which is coming out in 
the spring. I was excited to write and sing a 
song called ‘Pourquoi’ for the Alec Baldwin 
/ Demi Moore film blind which is now airing 
on Netflix. Another film I’ve written songs for, 
called the man Who Saved Paris, is going 
into production this year. I’ll be touring all 
across America and the world, even as far 
as India this year. I’m grateful to have such 
a full, rich life doing what I love for people I 
love.”

Ann Hampton Callaway will perform with 
the BSO on Thursday, January 25th at 8 
pm at the Music Center at Strathmore; and 
at the Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall on 
Friday, January 26th at 8 pm; Saturday, Jan-
uary 27th at 8 pm; and Sunday, January 28th 
at 3 pm. For tickets, visit BSOmusic.org. t

// MUSIC

By BRynn deveReaUx
“It takes a lifetime to prepare for a show like 
this,” says multi-platinum selling Broadway 
star Ann Hampton Callaway. “A lifetime of 
listening, singing, fine-tuning my vocal pow-
ers. and delving as deeply as possible to the 
interpretations of the great lyrics I’ll be sing-
ing. And of course, sleep, hydration, pacing 
myself, and trusting my instincts support the 
very ambitious program.”

“The Nanny” theme singer-songwriter 
is talking about her upcoming performance 
with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, 
“Diva to Diva: From Ella to Adele,” on Jan-
uary 25th tp 28th. It will be a night of hon-
oring a range of divas, and BSO Principal 
Pops Conductor, Jack Everly, is delighted to 
welcome Callaway to the BSO stage. “Work-
ing with Ann is a real joy,” says Everly. “Her 
commitment to the music, her clarion voice, 
and her sense of humor are something I look 
forward to each time we work together.”

It’s obvious that Callaway will bring her 
charm and wit to this evening of “Divas.” 
“The show is a joyous celebration of iconic 
and beloved female singers whose songs 
have created the soundtrack to our lives,” 
says Callaway. “It’s personal, so stories and 
unique takes on the songs will be the bub-
bles in the champagne of the music. The 
women I am honoring are all artists I admire 
and many of them were important inspira-
tions to me, paving the way for my life as a 
singer-songwriter.”

Audience members will be treated to 
performances celebrating Peggy Lee, Linda 
Ronstadt, Bette Midler, Barbra Streisand, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Adele, and others. “I tried 
to get a good balance of the legends of the 
earlier part of the 20th century for Act 1, and 
then great singers of more contemporary 
times for Act 2,” says Callaway. “The show 
is well paced between uptempo and ballads. 
Ella Fitzgerald and Barbra may seem very 
different, but like me, they’ve been champi-
ons of the Great American Songbook and 
both diverse masters of pop and many kinds 
of music. I just saw Hello dolly starring Bette 
Midler, so I had to include her. She’s proba-
bly the most entertaining artist – so much hu-
mor and affection for her audiences. There 
are a few artists who might be less known 
like Shirley Horne, my favorite jazz singer/
pianist, and the swinging and sassy Keely 
Smith who worked alongside Louis Prima 
and just passed away recently.”

In a show featuring so many wonderful 
divas, Callaway says that “you have to be 

Ann Hampton Callaway in 
‘Divas’ at BSO

Ann Hampton Callaway 
– a lifetime to prepare

By GReGG shaPiRo
Battle of the Sexes (Fox Searchlight), 
about the famed 1973 tennis match be-
tween Billie Jean King and Bobby Riggs, 
is that rare movie that successfully com-
bines biography, sports, and queer sub-
ject matter for a thoroughly entertaining 
and educating experience. First and fore-
most, credit goes to co-directors Jonathan 
Dayton and Valerie 
Faris (Oscar-win-
ner little miss 
Sunshine). Even 
though we know 
the outcome (King 
walloped male 
chauvinist pig 
Riggs), they man-
aged to make it feel 
fresh and exhilarat-
ing.

Oscar-winn ing 
screenwriter Simon 
Beaufoy (Slumdog 
millionaire) also 
deserves his due, 
even with some 
of the liberties he 
took in glamoriz-
ing the story for the 
big screen. The fact 
that it’s handled with a l a r g e 
dose of humor, as well as sensitivity, pre-
vents battle of the Sexes from feeling as 
misogynistic and hopeless as, say, the 
2016 presidential election.

battle of the Sexes begins in 1972, 
when King (Emma Stone) was a reigning 
US tennis champion and the most success-
ful women’s tennis player of all time. Even 
Richard Nixon took time out of his corrupt 
day to call her and congratulate her on 
her triumph. Regardless of her success-
es, King was paid far below what she was 

worth. When King and World tennis mag-
azine publisher Gladys Heldman (Sarah 
Silverman) joined forces to confront tennis 
promoter Jack Kramer (Bill Pullman), little 
did they realize what they would be set-
ting into motion. In addition to founding the 
Women’s Tennis Association, they were 
also able to secure corporate sponsorship 

(ironically Virginia Slims 
cigarettes) and stand 
up for themselves 
against the men who 
were determined to 
keep them subservi-
ent to them.

The focus on the 
personal lives of King 
and Riggs is what 
truly gives battle of 
the Sexes its emo-
tional artillery. The 
buffoonish Riggs 
(Steve Carell), long 
past his tennis glo-
ry days, is stuck in 
an office job in a 
company run by 
the wealthy father 
of his second (and 
third) wife Priscilla 

(Elisabeth Shue). He’s 
a gambling addict and doesn’t seem too 
concerned that, even though he’s a loving 
father, his marriage is on the rocks. Seeing 
King on TV only exacerbates the situation, 
leading him to return to tennis with a chal-
lenge to stuffy Australian tennis pro Mar-
garet Court (Jessica McNamee), whom he 
trounces and humiliates.

King’s story is the heart of the film. 
Married to Larry (Austin Stowell), who was 
by her side throughout her meteoric rise, 
King confronts her same-sex attraction 
when she meets LA-based hairdresser 
Marilyn (Andrea Riseborough). The sex-
ual tension of their first meeting and the 
intimacy they soon explore is a remind-
er of how different things were for queer 
people more than 40 years ago. Stone’s 
performance is breathtaking, culminat-
ing in a moving locker-breakdown scene. 
The gay Greek chorus of tennis couturiers 
Ted (Alan Cumming) and Henry (Wallace 
Langham) provide additional queer per-
spective and wisdom. 

Blu-ray / DVD-digital bonus features 
include three featurettes – raw Footage: 
billie Jean’s Grand entrance, reigniting 
the rivalry, and billie Jean King: in Her 
own Words, as well as image galleries. t
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By BRynn deveReaUx
January 21st marks the one year anniver-
sary of the Women’s March on Washing-
ton. To commemorate the largest protest in 
history – a protest with global participation 
– march organizers and Condé Nast creat-
ed together We rise: behind the Scenes 
at the Protest Heard around the World. 

“This book is important because it tells 
our story,” says organizer Paola Mendoza. 

Bringing the Women’s March to Book
lively aRTs // BETWEEN THE COVERS

“There are visuals and essays, but there is 
also a blueprint on how to move forward. 
As a storyteller, this needed to happen. It is 
not an accident that 2017 started with the 
single largest protest in history and ended 
with #MeToo. Ramifications and changes 
are being led by women. That is because 
of what happened on January 21st.” 

On sale January 16th, the book is de-
signed to tell the story behind the March 

and the issues organizes grappled with, 
such as race, LGBT, disability, and immi-
gration. 

One theme is how protest brought 
together individuals with different back-
grounds and agendas, but who were able 
to work together toward a common goal. 
“I knew that everything was on the line 
to be destroyed,” says Mendoza. “In that 
time of conflict and high stress, love was 
the underlying factor. We had to put aside 
our egos. We each had different ideas on 
how to move forward and organize. How-
ever, we all were in agreement that what 
we had to do was to protect communities 
that needed help.”

The book quotes civil rights activ-
ist Harry Belafonte as saying, “When the 
movement is strong, the music is strong.” 
For Mendoza, her role was to make the mu-
sic strong. “There couldn’t be Beyoncé’s 
lemonade without Black Lives Matter. For 
me as an artist, politics and arts are united. 
We had 150 notable artists on our table. 
We had artists creating art every single 
day prior to the march,” says Mendoza. “It 

allowed pro-
g r e s s i v e 
values and 
ideals to be-
come main-
stream ide-
als.”

W h e n 
asked if it 
is too late 
to join the 
m o v e m e n t 
the Wom-
en’s March created, Mendoza points to the 
movements that have happened since the 
January protest and those to come. “Wom-
en are leading the resistance,” says Men-
doza. “You define the thing that you love. 
Whatever that thing is you love, you have 
to fight for it. The thing that gets me out of 
bed in the morning is the undocumented 
workers. For others, it may be reproduc-
tive issues, the transgender ban – find that 
thing and fight for it. It will lead you to the 
direction you are searching for.” t
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hat I saw at Pride in 2016 [laughs]. I knew it had 
to go into a song somewhere! My band-mates 
love it, and people think it’s hilarious. When 
Trump won, I re-wrote the second verse to be 

more scathing, and that line became 
“Make America Hate Again.” Chris 
(Pagnani, then the drummer) pointed 
out that the song had lost it’s fun. So, 
I kept it as it was, and I’m glad he ob-
jected. I didn’t want to start fights with 
this song, I just wanted to point out 
the bullshit and have a laugh about it.

Can you please say a few 
words about the music videos for “neigh-
bor,” “Tin Foil Hat,” and “let’s Go”?

Almost all of my songs have a visual ac-
companiment in my mind as I’m writing them. 
It’s just so expensive to hire someone to make 
music videos [laughs]! A few years ago I invest-
ed in a DSLR camera with the goal of doing 
more videos. On this EP I wanted to do one for 
every song. I’m currently working on the one for 
“I’ll Be Around,” and I’m really excited to have 
help from a lot of my LGBT friends and allies in 
Chicago to make it happen.

All of the videos rely heavily on the help of 
friends. Annie Prichard acts in a group called 
Collaboraction, and their director Anthony Mo-
sely helped provide studio space and recruited 
some of his actors to take part. And then a lot 

of other musicians and buddies offered to 
jump in. It’s an amazing feeling when a doz-
en people are all together working on this 
project and helping a vision come to life. 
The scene in “Tin Foil Hat” where every-
one’s listening to Trump (played by Ricky 
Liontones), it really hit me how fortunate I 
am to have a bunch of like-minded friends 
to make silly videos happen.

Are there plans for a Mutts full-
length album in the near future?

Absolutely. There are ten more songs 
ready to record. But, I’m not sure when 
that’s going to happen. We’re trying to fig-
ure out a more long-term way of making 
records. We put everything we have into 
this, and it’s still not enough – recording 
is expensive enough, but promoting a 
record and touring has never worked 

out. So even though Kickstarter was 
great, we would always return home after a re-
lease tour broke as hell, in more debt, and have 
to dig out of a hole just to start the next one. 

We’re going to send this EP around to all 
the contacts we’ve made, see if there’s label in-
terest. In the meantime, I want to start a Patre-
on page to get more music and videos out there 
more consistently. I’ve always been kind of the 
“record label” for Mutts and my solo music, so 
it’d be great to have a more regular revenue 
stream to help with getting better gear, pro-
duction costs, and all the extra promotional ex-
pense that currently just goes on credit cards.

In addition to recording and touring with 

lively aRTs  // PERSONALITIES

By GReGG shaPiRo
Out singer/songwriter Mike Maimone, lead 
singer of the band Mutts, sounds like the long-
lost son of Tom Waits. There might be no higher 
compliment than that. Like Waits, Maimone is 
a pianist, who began playing in his youth. Fol-
lowing a high school jock period and thoughts 
of playing football at Notre Dame, where he 
received a degree in accounting, but “wasn’t 
big enough or fast enough” to play, Maimone 
returned to music. A win-win situation if there 
ever was one. With his marvelous band Mutts, 
as well as time as a solo performer and a guest 
musician in other bands, Maimone has honed 
his skills and become a spellbing artist. On the 
Mutts’ new EP Stick together (Wearemutts.
com), Maimone and band-mates Bob Buckstaff 
and Chris Pagnani, continue to expand their 
musical palette, while giving listeners a lot to 
think about in songs such as “Neighbor” and 
“Tin Foil Hat.” I had the pleasure of speaking 
with Mike in 2017.

Gregg Shapiro: Mike, the first time I in-
terviewed you, we talked about your dogs, 
neither of which are mutts. How are they 
doing?

mike maimone: Ah, yes, it has been a 
while [laughs]! Those dogs belonged to my 
ex. I hear the older one died, and the 
other one is probably morbidly obese 
by now since I was the only one who 
walked him. I am now engaged to a 
wonderful man, also named Mike, and 
we have a 140-pound American Bulldog 
who insists on sleeping under the covers 
[laughs].

“neighbor,” from the new Mutts 
eP Stick Together, has taken on in-
creased meaning in light of the car-
nage in Charlottesville. Was the song 
inspired by the troubling Trump era or 
does it predate that time?

It unfortunately has taken on a new life. 
I started that song probably in 2015, when 
the Republican party really leveled up in their 
“We’re taking our ball and going home” atti-
tude, locking out Congress and all of that. It 
occurred to me then that this division wasn’t 
just political. These people believe they have 
God on their side. That’s such a dangerous 
mentality. I looked at my neighbors at the time – 
Republicans, crosses on their walls. They were 
polite to my partner and me, but I wondered if 
they really believed in us as human beings, or 
if their belief in their religion or their politics was 
more important.

On the whole, the songs on the apt-
ly-named Stick Together sound as if they 
are a reaction to Trump, especially “Tin Foil 

Hat,” “I’ll Be Around,” and 
“let’s Go.” Am I on the right 
track?

Absolutely. All of it was 
written during the primaries. It 
was supposed to come out in 
early 2017 and remind us of 
how bad it was getting, and try 
to keep the momentum rolling. Unfortunately, 
now it’s more of a plea to fix this situation. 

“Tin Foil Hat” was supposed to be a com-
plete joke, once we were safely on the other 
side of the election. But now it’s unfortunately 
become a dagger aimed at the masses of igno-
rant people thinking Trump was going to bring 
back coal jobs, or whichever empty promise 
they latched onto. I’ve felt that desperation of 
poverty. I understand it can cloud your mind 
and make you do things you wouldn’t do in bet-
ter circumstances. But this one is unforgivable 
because it’s harming a lot of innocent people.  

In terms of the political tone of the disc, 
would you say that you always had an ac-
tivist streak or is this a new voice that has 
found its way out because of the current so-
cial climate?

It’s always been 

t h e r e . 
The first track of the first 

Mutts EP in 2009 is called “Stolen Bricks.” 
It’s a response to the financial meltdown 
from the real estate collapse, and ends 
with me screaming “hang ’em now” at all 
the greedy bankers and politicians that let 
it happen.

I love the “make America gay again” 
line in “Tin Foil Hat.” As the gay front-man 
of Mutts, can you please say something 
about your band-mates’ and Mutts fans’ 
reaction to a line such as this?

Full disclosure, I snagged that line from a 

In this Together
An interview 

with Mike 
Maimone of 

Mutts

your primary band Mutts, you also perform 
solo, as well as perform with other bands, 
such as los Colognes. How do you balance 
those aspects of your creative career?

It always helps your own art to contribute 
to other artists’ ideas. When Bob (Buckstaff, 
Mutts’ bassist / guitarist) or I sit in with another 
band, we come back to the practice room with 
more tools in the kit. 

That’s how we started Mutts – the two of us 
were playing in a few different bands, and we 
were picked up by Company of Thieves to tour 
full-time. I put my solo career on the shelf right 
as it was starting, but in the end it was com-
pletely worth it for everything I learned along the 
way. When Bob and I were ready to focus full-
time on Mutts, we had a lot of great experiences 

to pull from. We still take gigs with other bands 
frequently, and every time, we come back to the 
practice room rejuvenated and ready to create.

I’m fortunate to have outlets for the various 
types of music I like to write. Having friends who 
are musicians that are versatile enough to play 
everything from heavy rock music to Zydeco is 
a wonderful blessing. I’m currently working with 
a brass section on some New Orleans-influ-
enced rock and roll, and should have a single 
ready this winter. That’s something I’ve always 
wanted to do. Also, this will be the first record 
where I open up and sing “he-he” songs. Es-
pecially in rock and roll, it’s all “he-she,” and I 
want it to be more prevalent in mainstream mu-
sic that a powerful relationship song can have 
same-sex protagonists.

I made a fun one about telling off guys 
who say they love you to your face, and then 
you find out they’re all over the country sleep-
ing with other men. And I wrote a ballad for 
my fiancé, who has been in nursing school 
and working really hard for the past two years 
to create a better life for the both of us. And 
our American Bulldog. t

mike 
maimone

“The first track of 
the first Mutts EP in 

2009 is ‘Stolen Bricks’ 
– a response to the 
financial meltdown 
from the real estate 

collapse, and ends with 
me screaming ‘hang 
’em now’ at all the 

greedy bankers and 
politicians that let it 

happen.”
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guy, he loved our dogs. They are his best 
friends and well cared for by him. For over 
20 years, this trait has shown itself in his 
behavior.

And now, I look at little Cassandra and 
wonder what she’ll be like as a woman. I may 
not know what the details of her life will be, 
but I do know that she’ll be a caring woman. 
She’ll laugh and she’ll love. She will be the 
light of a room and she will be helpful and 
kind. Just like she is right now.  t

rev. Kelly crenshaw is the mom of 16 

Our baby girl isn’t such a baby anymore. 
She walks, talks, and makes her opinions 
known. She entertains us with her games. 
We know her favorite toys and get excited 
every time she adds another word or two. 
She loves to dance and enjoys jumping at 
the indoor trampoline park. In two short 
years, she has developed into 
such a smart, energetic little 
girl.

With all the changes she’s 
going through, I have no doubt 
you won’t be surprised to hear 
that we’re starting potty train-
ing. 

Like many young tod-
dlers, she’s fascinated with 
the bathroom. She likes 
washing her hands and turn-
ing on the faucet. She thinks 
flushing the toilet is almost 
magical. And so, we decided 
it was time to start her toilet 
training.

I have an aunt who toilet 
trained her children before 
the age of one. In reality, I 
think, she was more trained 
than they were. Every so 
often, she would place her baby on the 
potty chair and wait to see if anything hap-
pened. When something did, she praised 

the baby. Eventually, the baby learned to 
use the potty and no longer needed a dia-
per. But, the agony of this method is that 

her children weren’t walking at the time. 
They weren’t able to climb onto the potty 
by themselves. She did all the work.

So, although my aunt didn’t like the 
fact that we waited until our children were 
older, I believe that it made it easier on us. 
And now, it’s Cassandra’s turn.

My method is simple. Diapers only go 
on at night. And, at first, we take her to the 
bathroom about once an hour. Cassandra 
seems to do better with 50 minute inter-

vals, so that’s what we did 
with her. After several days, 
we extend the time between 
trips and start asking her if 
she has to go potty. 

So far, it’s going well. 
There have only been a cou-
ple of accidents along the 
way. She’s no longer a baby. 
She’s my big girl – growing 
and changing.

It’s hard to watch your 
children grow up sometimes. 
You have to face the fact that 
they don’t depend on you the 
way they did when they were 
little. They learn to take care 
of themselves and tend to 
their own needs. And, there 
are days when you wish they 
would go back to babyhood. 

But then again, there’s such 
joy in seeing the wonderful people our chil-
dren become over time and how our guid-
ance led them there. This weekend, one 
of our college age sons texted that he’d 
found a stray dog in our yard. Since we live 
in a rural area, this dog must have walked 
for a while to get there. I called home and 
found out that the kids called the number 
on the dog’s collar, but got no answer. I 
asked where they were keeping the dog.

He told me that they invited the dog 
into the dining room and gave it a blanket 
that my son says he keeps just for situa-
tions like this one. First of all, who invites a 
stray dog into the dining room? Secondly, 
who keeps a blanket just in case a stray 
dog wanders by? The answer, apparent-
ly, is my son, whose compassion knows 
no bounds. Ever since he was a tiny little 
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Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

She’s a Big 
Girl Now

Charting
her path

“It’s hard to watch 
your children grow up 
sometimes. You have to 
face the fact that they 

don’t depend on you the 
way they did when they 

were little.”

adopted kids, two biological kids, guardian 
of one baby girl and foster mom of dozens. 
Some are lesbian, some gay, some straight, 
and some bisexual. Kelly founded a K-12 
day school where kids could have a safe, 
bully-free environment for learning. She is 
co-owner of a counselling agency that works 
with children and their families.
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It’s a new year and it’s time for a new 
masculinity.  This need for change is long 
overdue, but with the recent advent of the 
Me Too and Time’s Up movements, I think 
we’re finally in a position 
to do something about 
the toxic masculinity 
that affects and harms 
all of us, men included.

Masculinity is a tricky 
and fragile concept.  It’s 
been described as a 
chauffeured limousine: 
the driver may appear to 
be in control of the car 
and its destination, but 
the real power belongs 
to the passengers who 
are giving orders to the 
driver.  In this theory, the 
passengers are other men, 
telling the male driver what 
to do and where to go, but 
we are all passengers in a 
sense because we all par-
ticipate in the construction 
and maintenance of what 
we collectively call masculine behavior.

This concept is not unique to men be-
cause we are all influenced by the thoughts 
and opinions of others.  However, when 
men rely on other men to tell them how 
to behave, the result can be what we call 
toxic masculinity, a horrible aspect of mas-
culinity as a whole.  Toxic masculinity is 
just what it sounds like – it’s behaviors and 
attitudes that are harmful to society and 
others.  This kind of masculinity is asso-
ciated with feelings of entitlement, domi-
nance, the devaluing of women, homopho-
bia, sexual aggression, and violence.  As 
we’ve been seeing and will continue to see 
through movements like Me Too and Time’s 
Up, many people, especially women, have 
been victims of men and toxic masculinity 
in the forms of abuse and harassment.  

Not everything about masculinity is bad, 
though.  Traditional masculinity involves 
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being devoted to one’s work, taking pride 
in one’s abilities and accomplishments, 
and providing for one’s family and loved 
ones.  It’s difficult to argue that these traits 
are harmful or even bad.  The problem is 
that masculinity requires conformity to 
what other men and society consider “mas-
culine”, and masculinity is predominantly 
defined by the men in charge.  The men 
in charge have power, which means that 
their masculinity is defined by power and 
dominance.  This in turn is shown through 
sexual aggression, harassment, and vio-
lence.  All of this signals to less powerful 
men that this is the way they must behave 
to be a “real” man.  This is toxic, poisoning 
and harming everyone involved.

The good news is that the passengers 
in the limousine of masculinity are starting 
to give differ- ent orders.  A number 

of powerful, toxic men 
have been exposed and 
shunned by society, 
thus taking away their 
power and ability to 
abuse it.  We’re already 
redefining masculinity 
by saying that we will 
no longer tolerate or 
accept it in its toxic 
forms.  Yes, women 
have been a driving 
force of this move-
ment, but a number of 
men have been quick 
to embrace this new 
masculinity, too.  

Our community 
has an interesting re-
lationship with mas-
culinity.  Some of us 
define ourselves by 

how masculine or feminine we consider 
ourselves to be.  Others of us put on and 
take off masculinity like a well-worn flan-
nel shirt; a sort of game of dress up and 
make believe.  It’s this ability to customize 
masculinity based on context that I believe 
will make us an asset in defining the new 
masculinity.

What should the new masculinity be?  
For starters, I believe men should stop 
playing chauffeur and start making our own 
decisions instead of taking orders from oth-
er men.  We should embrace cooperation, 
not domination.  We should embrace the 
positive aspects of masculinity and devel-
op self-awareness so that we live by our 
own moral code instead of someone else’s.  
In other words, we should be responsible, 
respectful, independent-thinking adults 
who help more than we hurt.  

Isn’t that what a man’s supposed to be 
anyway? t

It’s Time 
for a New 

Masculinity

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s BY FRAnKIe KuJAWA
When attending a rodeo, crowds are usually 
enraptured by the athleticism and skill of the 
contestants. It takes a lot of energy, time, and 
work to perfect riding and technique. But pull 

back the veil of a rodeo, and you’ll find many 
unsung heroes behind the scenes. 

For over two decades, Dee Zuspann has 
been one of the unsung heroes of the Inter-
national Gay Rodeo Association 
(IGRA). The Fort Dodge, Iowa, 
native, now living in Kirbyville, 
Missouri, chatted with baltimore 
outloud to describe her role as 
arena director for IGRA and how 
she became part of the organiza-
tion.

“I became involved with the 
rodeo many years ago,” Zuspann 
began. “At the time, I was living in 
Wichita and used to go to this gay 
bar. That’s where I learned about 
the Kansas Gay Rodeo Associa-
tion (KGRA), which, at the time, had 
joined up with the Oklahoma Gay 
rodeo Association. The first year, I 
remember, the Oklahoma rodeo was 
to be held north of Oklahoma City. A 
group of us went down and helped 
clean up the brush around the are-
na, because it hadn’t been used for a 
while. We furnished all the people to 
work for the Oklahoma rodeo.”

Zuspann, who is a certified arena direc-
tor, takes her responsibilities very seriously. 
“I try and keep the rodeo running at a smooth 
pace. I go in a day ahead to look everything 
over. The arena director and chute coordina-
tor check all the stock and make sure it’s up 
to snuff.” Equipment, chutes, and the whole 
facility get scrutiny. “On Saturday, we start the 
rodeo and we work together to make sure the 
rodeo is as fast and safe as possible – not 
just for contestants, but we also make sure 
the animals are safe and sound.”

At one point, Zuspann was a certified of-
ficial for every position in the rodeo – all but 
auditor. “I went through a lot of bookkeeping 
training, but then decided I didn’t want to do 
it. I predominantly worked most of my career 

with rodeo as a judge, but I’ve done quite a bit 
as arena director, which I enjoy the most, and 
is always a learning experience.” 

Zuspann also just recently recognized 25 
years in IGRA royalty. “In 1991, I ran for Ms. 
KGRA and then I ran in 1992, as well. I ran 
for Ms. KGRA and then in 1992 for Ms. IGRA. 
There are only two others from royalty, like 
myself, who’ve been active every year since 
we ran.”

Along with being arena director, Zus-
pann’s main career was in the trucking in-
dustry. “I was a truck driver for 29 years. The 
most exciting part is some of the places I’ve 
gotten to see over the years, like the Statue 
of Liberty and Niagara Falls.” 

Zuspann 

went on to explain that the 
relationships built within the 
different rodeos is one of the 
reasons she enjoys being part of the organi-
zations. “I think one of the nice things, and 
unique to gay rodeo, is that these are rodeos 
where contestants help other contestants. It 
doesn’t matter who they are or how much 
experience they have. It could be someone 
new that’s helping someone new, or some-
one who’s at the top of their particular event 
that’ll help someone new in the event. It’s 
such a great camaraderie.” Zuspann added, 
“People like Candy Pratt [IGRA president] 
and all those other girls who are such great 
competitors, the ones wearing the buckles, to 
see them turn around and helping someone 
new with their horse – it’s just great to see.” t

Dee Zuspann: Unsung Hero 
of Gay Rodeo

dee Zuspann  
– Not just

one hat

“Unique to gay rodeo, 
is that these are rodeos 

where contestants 
help other contestants. 

It’s such a great 
camaraderie.”

// RODEO NEWS



BalTimoRe oUTloUd JANUArY 19, 2018 •  baltimoreoutloud.com  t  23 

Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
Wednesday - Friday 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

encantadabaltimore.com/happy-hour 

Best in Federal Hill , located on the Third Floor of 
the American Visionary Art Museum, with the Vollis 

& Gene Simpson Whirligig Terrace
overlooking Federal Hill.

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11:30 a.m. - 3p.m. 
Featuring $15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary's 

and EVO Craft Beer drafts

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
 

HOURS OF OPERATION
Wednesday & Thursday  11:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

ENCANTADA
AT THE AMERICAN VISIONARY

ART MUSEUM

THE NICKEL TAPHOUSE
1604 Kelly Avenue.  Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240   -  nickeltaphouse.com

Fabulous Brunch Every 
Saturday & Sunday 

11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
nickeltaphouse.com/brunch-menu  

Featuring
$15 Bottomless Mimosas, 

Bloody Mary's and
 EVO Craft

                 Brewing Drafts.

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Wednesday Beer Dinners! 
$38 for Three Courses 

paired with 10oz BA Beers. 

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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How to Choose 
a  Wedding 

Caterer

Understand that the range may be pretty 
broad, but it will tell you if this is a caterer 
with whom you can afford to work.

By the way, if you’re looking at prices on 
a caterer’s website, there’s a good chance 
that you’re only seeing the prices for food 
and drink alone, exclusive of all of the other 
things I mentioned above. You can generally 
triple those prices to get your final cost.

Once you’re looking at caterers in your 
price range, the three things to consider are 
the selection and quality of the food, the pre-
sentation, and the service staff. 

Food – The width and depth of cater-
ers’ menus varies widely. Some caters offer 
a few simple, preset menus. Others build 
menus from scratch and draw upon a wide 
range of culinary traditions. 

Quality – and with it, taste – starts with 
the food item itself and how it is prepared. 
Ask the caterer about sourcing, and about 
what they buy fresh. Ask about preparation. 
What do they make themselves from scratch 
or otherwise, and what do they buy ready-
made? All of that contributes to the quality 
of the final product. It doesn’t matter if it’s a 
simple or complex dish, the question is how 
well do they do it? 

Presentation is all about aesthetics: 
the look of the food on the 

plate, the look of the plate 
and the other ware on the 
table, and the look of the 
table itself. Presentation 
ranges from basic to over-
the-top and is s directly re-
lated to cost and creatively. 
This is the first place to look 
if you like the caterer but 
need to cut catering costs.  

Staff – Are they able to 
communicate clearly and 
easily with your guests? Is 
their appearance neat and 

professional? Do they know the menu and 
what’s in each dish? Do they present as 
pleasant and positive? Are they alert to 
the needs of guests? Does the caterer out-
source for service staff or do they have their 
own? 

Finally, competence and depth of knowl-
edge are critical in catering management. 
Sure, you want enthusiasm, but it’s more 
important to have a caterer who knows their 
stuff and will give you good professional 
guidance and an outstanding experience on 
your wedding day. 

Next time: using a wedding planner. t
david l. egan is the proprietor and stew-

ard of chase court, a wedding and event 
venue in downtown baltimore. Visit cha-
secourt.com, and follow chasecourtWed-
dingVenue on instagram and Facebook.

I love wedding food! In the course of my 
work I’ve eaten at over 500 weddings. That 
comes with owning a wedding venue, of 
course. The vast majority of those meals 
have been good – food that I would be hap-
py to eat every day. 

Wedding catering has a bad rap, some-
times deservedly so. There are lots of cater-
ers in the business. Some are outstanding, 
and some provide what is often termed as 
“rubber chicken” or “banquet hall food,” with 
service and presentation to match. 

The caterers I see at Chase Court are all 
in the top two or three dozen in my area. 
Their pricing ranges from $50 
to over $150 per person, which 
includes 

• the food, beverages, the 
bar, 

• china, linens, flatware, 
glassware, and other service-
ware

• tables and chairs, if the 
venue doesn’t already own 
them 

• service staff – includ-
ing waitstaff, bartenders, 
kitchen staff, and an event 
manager. 

With all of that to think about, how in the 
world do you pick a caterer for your wed-
ding? 

Your venue is the first place to start. 
Some venues are run by caterers, so if 
you’ve picked one of those venues, you’re 
done. Others, like my own, have approved 
caterers lists from which to pick. That makes 
selection easier, since the venue has done 
the work of vetting the caterer. Other venues 
present you with an list of recommended ca-
terers, and others don’t even do that.

Most couples don’t have unlimited 
funds, so cost is usually a consideration. 
Caterers can easily tell you – within a range 
– what you’re likely to spend with them on 
a per-person basis, even without knowing 
your food and drink choices. All they need 
to know is your venue and your guest count. 

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

quAlITY OF lIFe

The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery

205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”
410-225-3100 • ATM Available

205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”
410-225-3100 • ATM Available

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

2-in-1  RAIL &
Domestic Beer

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

2-in-1  RAIL &
Domestic Beer

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
with Karaoke

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
with Karaoke
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quAlITY OF lIFe

Tech
Mister

John Redmond-Palmer

Can this computer get any slow-
er?! If you haven’t heard, there 
were two flaws recently discov-
ered in computing chips made 
by Intel that allow hackers access to your 
computer. The chip flaws affect PC com-
puters, as well as Android smartphones 
and tablets, along with Mac computers, iP-
hones and iPads. Mac users were probably 
as shocked as I was that Apple products, 
generally considered virtually impossible 
to hack, were also vulnerable. All this has 
sent the tech world into a tailspin rushing to 
create fixes. 

The flaws, named Meltdown and Spec-
tre, were recently discovered by four in-
dependent sources within the 
space of only a few months. 
Shockingly, these features 
were introduced into chips be-
ginning in the mid-1990s, and 
have existed, undetected by 
for decades.

Although both attacks are 
based on the same gener-
al principle, Meltdown allows 
malicious programs to gain 
access to and steal data from 
the parts of a computer’s mem-
ory, where its deepest secrets 
are kept, while Spectre steals data from the 
memory of apps running on a device, that 
include private files, passwords or cryp-
tographic keys. While Meltdown is limited to 
Intel chips, there have been verified Spec-
tre attacks on AMD and ARM processors, 
as well. Intel and AMD are the world’s larg-
est major chip makers for all electronic de-
vices, and ARM to a lesser degree.

The initial patches for the flaws have 
badly affected computers, especially those 
with AMD chips and older Intel chips, slow-
ing these systems down to a screeching halt 
or giving them the even more terrifying blue 
screen of death. In a rush to get something 
out there, there hasn’t been time for the 
fixes to be thoroughly tested. That said, it’s 
safer to work with the reduced productivity 

in the meantime, than to potentially have all 
your most valuable information stolen.

One problem affecting the rollout of 
effective patches, is that all the Chip man-
ufacturers must coordinate with all the 
hardware companies that incorporate their 
chips, as well as all of the software com-
panies that run code on them to add pro-
tections for two different chip flaws. That’s 
a lot of companies with lots of devices and 
lots of software. That also means that final 
solutions may take many months or years 
to complete.

Wait! I keep my virus pro-
tection up to date! Why should I 
worry about all these updates if 
my security software is current 
and active? Unfortunately, this 

is a flaw in the actual computer hardware, 
that creates a backdoor into your computer. 
Security software protects your apps from 
attacks, but cannot protect you from flaws in 
your hardware. It is imperative that all your 
devices are set to download automatic up-
dates that allow your systems to have the 
most current fixes to issues that arise with 
both your devices operating systems and 
with flaws in its chips. 

Along with security software, keeping 
your devices up to date on all fixes, patches 

and updates – whether 
they are Apple-based, 
Windows-based, or An-
droid-based – is a very 
important part of tech 
hygiene, protecting 
them from those who 
want to cause harm. 
Most devices can be 
set to be automatically 
updated in the middle of 
the night, so unless you 
are a night owl, it won’t 
even be an intrusion. 

The same goes for keep-
ing your apps up to date. De-

velopers are constantly providing updates, 
including those affecting security. For ex-
ample, hackers have used Microsoft Office 
to get access to computers in the past, so 
keeping the Office software suite up to date 
is essential to protecting your system, too. 
Today some companies like Microsoft, Intuit 
and others are offering online services, or 
options like Microsoft’s Office 365, which 
is constantly being updated and upgraded, 
ensuring that you always have the safest, 
latest and greatest version of Microsoft Of-
fice programs on your devices. When look-
ing at software upgrades, consider these 
types of options as investments into your 
online security. t

Security 
Updates

Offers you 
can’t refuse

Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

here lies
the problem
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and restaurants. The Main Square is clean, 
with a few sculptures. The Kunstmuseum, 
founded in 2000, is a leading exhibition 
institution with a special focus in interna-
tional modern and contemporary art. Its 
stunning architecture adds to its character. 
The Postage Stamp Museum is popular 
with most visitors because Liechtenstein is 
known for very artistic and beautiful scenic 
stamps. The Liechtenstein National Mu-

seum is also a wonderful place to visit. It 
offers 42 exhibition rooms that each shows 
some of Liechtenstein national treasures, 
from the cultural to natural history.

The Vaduz Castle is the palace and of-
ficial residence of the Prince of Liechten-
stein. It sits on a hilltop overlooking Vaduz. 
Tours of the castle are very rare, because it 
is a residence; however, a wondering tour-

By david PlaCheR
Europe has a few tiny countries that visi-
tors often miss. Liechtenstein is Europe’s 
fourth-smallest county (#1 is Vatican City, 
#2 is Monaco, and #3 is San Marino) and 
its population is around 36,000. It’s locked 
in a small area between Austria and Swit-
zerland, and is German-speaking. Its cur-
rency is the Swiss franc, but many stores 
do accept euro banknotes, but not euro 
coins. Liechtenstein is a member of the 
United Nations, the European Free Trade 
Association, and the Council of Europe, 
but is not a member of the European 
Union. Vaduz is its capital, but Schaan is 
its largest city by population. There are 
mountains all over Liechtenstein, making it 
a perfect winter destination for skiing and 
snowboarding. Getting there is easy: fly 
into Zurich, Switzerland, take the train to 

Sargans, Switzerland, and catch the num-
ber 11 public bus. The bus ride provides a 
great scenic view of the area: it starts in 

Sargans, goes through Vaduz, and ends in 
Feldkirch, Austria. There is no passport or 
customs control. 

Liechtenstein is a country that has a 
unique history, is a place that offers sever-
al tourist destinations, and is a country that 
is moving slowly toward LGBT equality – 
maybe too slowly when compared to other 
European countries.

On January 23rd, 1718, Charles VI, 
Holy Roman Emperor, purchased the area 
and named the newly formed territory 
Liechtenstein and it became a sovereign 
member state of the Holy Roman Em-
pire. As a result of the Napoleonic Wars in 
Europe during the 19th century, the Holy 
Roman Empire came under the control of 
France. Napoleon reorganized it into the 
Confederation of the Rhine. From July 
25th 1806, when the Confederation of the 

Rhine was founded, the 
Prince of Liechtenstein 
was a member of its po-
litical ruling system until 
its dissolution on Octo-
ber 19th, 1813. Thereaf-
ter, Liechtenstein joined 
the German Confeder-
ation until August 24th, 
1866, which was presid-
ed over by the Emperor 
of Austria. Until the end 
of World War I, Liechten-
stein was closely tied to 
the Austrian Empire and 
later to Austria-Hungary. 
In March 1938, just after 
the annexation of Austria 
by Nazi Germany, Liech-
tenstein remained neu-

tral, following Switzerland’s lead. There 
have always been questions surrounding 
Liechtenstein’s history during World War 

II. In 2005 it was discov-
ered that forced labor from 
a Nazi concentration camp 
worked on properties 
owned by Liechtenstein’s 
royal family in Nazi-occu-
pied Austria. 

Because of Liechten-
stein’s history and loca-
tion, there are lots of plac-
es to visit. Vaduz has two 
main streets – Stadtle and 
Aeulestrasse – offering 

plenty of mu-
seums, ho-
tels, shops, 

Big Little Liechtenstein
oUT & aBoUT // DAVID’S THOUGHTS 

ist can walk to the area around the castle 
for a few pictures. The Gutenberg Castle 
is also a great place to see Liechtenstein’s 
history firsthand. The castle was original-
ly a church. It was restored from 1905 to 
1912 and it was converted into a castle. It 
is only 15 minutes from Vaduz. 

The LGBT community in Liechtenstein 
does not enjoy the same rights as other 
European countries. Although same-sex 

relationships are legal, 
the LGBT community is 
limited to registered part-
nerships, same-sex mar-
riage is prohibited. With 
Austria, its neighbor, al-
lowing same-sex mar-
riages to start in the be-
ginning of 2019 and other 
European counties allow-
ing same-sex marriages, 
Liechtenstein may feel 
the heat to move in that 
direction. With regard to 
children, a single member 
of the LGBT community 
can adopt a child, how-
ever, a same-sex couple 
cannot jointly adopt nor 
can one partner adopt the 
other partner’s child (no 

stepchild adoption by same-sex couples). 
On a positive note, there are anti-discrimi-
nation laws that cover employment, goods 
and services, and hate crimes. Because 
Liechtenstein is so small, there is no LGBT 
bar or LGBT specific venue, but its popula-
tion is welcoming to the LGBT community. 
If you have a chance to visit Liechtenstein, 
you shouldn’t pass it up.  t

Times Square – 
eputedly the very 
intergalactic belly 
button!

liechtenstein 
combines 
German joie de 
vivre and Swiss 
warmth

Dive into 
modern art 
feet-first

ski your 
heart out

Well
defended
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Oftentimes human resources is asked by 
managers if it’s permissible to conduct 
“working interviews.” In other words, man-
agers would like potential employees to 
prove their job skills. Benefits of this inter-
view technique are to ensure candidates 
know the technical aspects of the job, and to 
determine if candidates are good cultural fit.

Just like anything in life, for every ben-
efit, there’s a potential downside to con-
sider. You must pay someone for their 
time if they perform actual work. Keep in 
mind, there is no cost to have an applicant 
observe work being performed, and to as-
sess the work environ-
ment, obtain a sense of 
what the culture is like, 
etc.; as long as the ap-
plicant is not perform-
ing work, the candidate 
does not require pay-
ment. Observation is a 
great tool when the work 
environment is potential-
ly challenging, such as 
a call center, a doctor’s 
office, or auto dealership. 
For job sectors where 
turnover always seems 
never ending, this is an 
opportunity for the candi-
date to determine if the job is something 
they really want to do.

Once the line is crossed where the ap-
plicant is performing work, such as filing 
papers, making phone calls, taking blood 
pressure readings (vitals); any of these 
examples would require payment. If a 
working interview is the road you chose to 
travel, the following are some tips to keep 
in mind:

• Agree in advance on the wage, which 
must be at least equal to federal and state 
minimum wage requirements

• require the applicant to complete 
employment documents such as W-4, 
MW507, I-9; and the employer must pay 
appropriate payroll taxes for all applicants 
that have “worked.”

• Ensure they do not qualify as inde-

Working  
Interviews

pendent contractors
• If applicable, perform a background 

check and review HIPAA training 
• review workers compensation and 

unemployment policies to cover any po-
tential liability

To make the most out of a working in-
terview, it is important to be prepared. In-
form the staff working with the applicant to 
be ready to give direction, or answer ques-
tions. The idea is to allow for an ample 
sample of work product while minimizing 
any disruption to customers/patients, or 
productivity. For the applicant, it is import-
ant to experience what a typical day on the 
job would look like. I have seen working 
interviews backfire due to overloading the 
applicant, leaving him/her with a negative 
impression before becoming officially em-
ployed by the organization.

Just like setting wage expectations up-
front, there are other items to make very 
clear to the applicant. It is important for 
them to understand that there is no prom-
ise of employment; the working interview 
is just that. It is an opportunity to audition 
for a position, and based on successful 

performance, a job 
could be the re-
sult, but there is 
no guarantee. Also 
in advance, let the 
applicant know how 
long the working in-
terview will last, an 
hour; a half-day, 
a full-day, a cou-
ple of days? Just 
as you need to 
plan as the hiring 
employer, the ap-
plicant will need 
to prepare them-
selves as well. 

Always let the applicant know 
how long they can expect to 
hear about a hiring decision. 
As the employer, perhaps 
you have several candidates 
to fully evaluate before mak-

ing a final decision. It is a good practice to 
inform each candidate of this.

Finally, always document what you 
have communicated to each applicant 
with respect to the work being performed, 
the compensation agreed to, the hours 
“worked,” etc. Of course, this is to keep 
you from any wage and hour exposure.

In summary, working interviews can be 
a highly effective tool to assist with making 
a great hire, just make sure you are stay-
ing compliant and within the rules. t

content for this article is based on an 
internet publication from Julie tappero.
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the leather year. The party concludes with 
a parade of club colors representing the 
many leather clubs in attendance. Steven 
James of the Pennsmen of Harrisburg was 
particularly proud this year to display for 
the first time his club’s beautiful new leath-
er colors that were created by WolfStryker 
Leather and presented to the Pennsmen 
as a Christmas present. They were stun-
ning. 

I was also delighted to join the Centaur 
MC in the hotel’s presidential suite for a 
cocktail party Saturday evening which they 
called “Cocktails after Cocktails.” Centaur 
MC President Todd White stated that ev-
ery year they have this beautiful suite and 
never use it. With a postcard view of the 
capitol dome, it was a relaxing way to end 
a busy day. 

After brunch on Sunday, it was time 
for the contest which was emceed by Mr. 
Mid-Atlantic Leather 1993 Frank Nowicki, 
who was recognized during the afternoon 
for his 25th anniversary of taking the MAL 

title. This year’s judg-

es were Internation-
al Mr. Leather 2017 
Ralph Bruneau, Inter-
national Mr. Leather 
1992 Lenny Broberg, 
Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leath-
er 2017 Martel Brown, 
Mr. Eagle NYC 2016 Darkqwolf, American 
Leatherwoman 2012 Doc, president of 
the DC Boys of Leather Matt “Bragi” Ray, 
and Sister Tiny Bubbles. Tally masters 
were COMMAND MC member Mark Bran-
son and Mr. Geared Ireland 2015 Conor 
Vaughan-Buggy. 

MAL 2018 ended with the packed clos-
ing dance party: “Revival!” at the 9:30 
Club. Congratulations to Mr. Mid-Atlantic 
Leather 2018 Gérard Turner and to the 
Centaur MC for once again starting anoth-
er year in leather in grand style. t

pact Ménage 
à Trois dance 
hosted by the 
H i g h w a y m e n 
TNT leather 
club. 

On Satur-
day morning I 
was very thank-
ful to the men of 
MAUL (Mid-At-
lantic Uniform 
League) who 
invited every-
one to their ho-
tel suite for cof-
fee and Krispy 
Kreme dough-

n u t s . The club stated 
that they wanted to host a party 
this year and decided that noth-
ing would make more sense than 
men in police uniforms handing out 
doughnuts. It was a great idea and 
I hope a new tradition was born. 

One of the fastest growing fe-
tishes in the community is puppy 
play and this group packed a lower 
level ballroom on Saturday morn-
ing for the tenth annual “Puppy 
Park” gathering. At noon on Satur-
day a press conference was held 
during which officials from May’s 
International Mr. Leather 2018 
Contest announced this year’s 
judges. The presentation began 
with a moment of silence for 
IML’s founder Chuck Renslow, who passed 
away on June 29th. This will be the 40th 
IML and although it is only the beginning of 
the year, those gathered were introduced 
to 30 current titleholders who will be hitting 
the stage in Chicago in May. For all the de-
tails about IML visit Imrl.com. 

On Saturday afternoon SIGMA hosted 
S&M demos, Onyx held their popular cock-
tail party and gear fashion show, and the 
Philadelphians MC held a wonderful cock-
tail party in their hotel suite which conclud-
ed on a very high note with a win by the 
Philadelphia Eagles. 

The Saturday evening of MAL brings 
what I always think of as the party of the 
leather season, “Leather Cocktails.” This 
formal leather cocktail party dates back to 
1976 and never disappoints. With wonder-
ful food, open bar, and everyone dressed 
in “high cow,” it is the Golden Globes of 

Gérard Turner a member of Onyx Mid-At-
lantic from Gaithersburg, Maryland, was 
selected Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2018 on 
Sunday, January 14th during the annu-
al Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend hosted 
by the Centaur MC at the Hyatt Regency 
Capitol Hill in Washington, DC. Seven con-
testants competed for a chance to be the 
33rd MAL titleholder. First runner-up in the 

extremely close contest 
was David Gerard from 
Washington, DC, who also 
placed first runner-up at 
MAL 2015. Second run-
ner-up was awarded to Mr. 
Connecticut Leather 2018 
Pup Data. Also competing 
were Mr. Mayhem Leath-
er 2017 Joe Leatherboy 
Watson, Mr. Pittsburgh 
Leather Fetish 2018 Greg 
Jones, Jacob Mangin 
from DC, and Tom Nel-
son formerly from De-
troit, Michigan, but now 
residing in DC. 

Over 3,000 leather 
folks from all over the 
world descended on our 
nation’s capital for the 
annual MAL weekend 
which officially kicked off on Friday, Janu-
ary 12th with the 4 pm opening of the large 
leather vendor mart. For a second it looked 
like Walmart on Black Friday as shoppers 
stormed the Hyatt ballrooms. Friday eve-
ning also included the Mr. International 
Rubber meet and greet party and the Im-

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

leaTheR

Gérard 
Turner 

Sashed MAL 
2018!

Gérard Turner 
Mr. Mid-Atlantic 

leather 2018

Current leather 
titleholders who 

will be running 
for International 
mr. leather 2018 

in may
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Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
Wednesday - Friday 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

encantadabaltimore.com/happy-hour 

Best in Federal Hill , located on the Third Floor of 
the American Visionary Art Museum, with the Vollis 

& Gene Simpson Whirligig Terrace
overlooking Federal Hill.

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11:30 a.m. - 3p.m. 
Featuring $15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary's 

and EVO Craft Beer drafts

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
 

HOURS OF OPERATION
Wednesday & Thursday  11:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

ENCANTADA
AT THE AMERICAN VISIONARY

ART MUSEUM

THE NICKEL TAPHOUSE
1604 Kelly Avenue.  Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240   -  nickeltaphouse.com

Fabulous Brunch Every 
Saturday & Sunday 

11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
nickeltaphouse.com/brunch-menu  

Featuring
$15 Bottomless Mimosas, 

Bloody Mary's and
 EVO Craft

                 Brewing Drafts.

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Wednesday Beer Dinners! 
$38 for Three Courses 

paired with 10oz BA Beers. 

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com

THURSDAYS
Drag Night with 
Sapphire Bleu 
and Friends

THURSDAYS
Drag Night with 
Sapphire Bleu 
and Friends

8 p.m. -10 p.m.

227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850

 Leon’s Backroom Now Open
Great place to watch Games, Movies, 
TV Shows and More - FREE Wieners!

 Leon’s Backroom Now Open
Great place to watch Games, Movies,
TV Shows and More - FREE Wieners!
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING

FINANCIAL

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

Be part of our 
Professional 

Service 
Directory.  For  

more information
Contact Mary at 

410-802-1310

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 W. Lexington Street  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

 Grand Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARk, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  
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TAKE THE LEAD

Take an active role in your health.
Ask your doctor if an HIV medicine made by Gilead is right for you.

onepillchoices.com
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