
season,” ex-
plained Artistic 
Director Caro-
lyn Spedden. 
Spedden, who 
recently chatted 
with Baltimore 
OUTloud, is re-
sponsible for 
the creation 
of the annu-
al storyline 

and scripts for each 
season. “With respect to 
entertainment, there are 
our independent acts such 
as the variety acts, musi-
cians, and street perform-
ers. Then we have the act-

ing company, whose actors come from the 
Washington and Baltimore region and form 
an ensemble who perform Shakespeare, 
original scripts, and improvisation.”

Spedden works tirelessly each year 

Emboldened White Supremacists March & Murder in Charlottesville

immediately following the 
festival. I spend maybe four 
months reading and research-
ing, then devise a story. For 
instance, this year we are do-
ing 1527. It’s a very tumultu-
ous year in Henry VIII’s reign 
because it sets into motion his 
quest for an annulment to his 
first wife, Queen Katherine of 
Aragon, and his pronounce-

ment of his love for Anne Boleyn.”
Finding a happy medium between 

old and new is one of the challenges. “A 
tricky part of my job is keeping a balance 
between bringing back familiar entertain-

we all tried 
once again, 
both individ-
ually and col-
lectively, to 
wrestle with 
the darker 
side of our 
2017 political 

reality: a president sits 
in the Oval Office who 
refuses to denounce 
the white supremacy 
and racism for the do-
mestic terrorism that it 
is.

The brutal and 
murderous weekend in 
downstate Virginia has 
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—continued on page 24

by Sage PiPer
The white supremacists stood in a circle in 
the Charlottesville park, hoodless but wav-
ing Confederate and Nazi flags and posters 
of the cross, chanting in booming unison 
“Fuck you, faggots.” They were surrounded 
by counter-protesters but separated from 
them by two fences, yellow police tape, and 
a wall of stone-faced police in their lime 
green vests. A Huffington Post reporter cap-
tured the moment in a tweet: “You heard that 
right. They’re chanting “Fuck you faggots.” 
2017. #Charlottesville”

After hundreds of white supremacists 
and neo-Nazis descended on Charlottesville 
and wreaked a night and a day of brutal ha-
tred and terror, Baltimore and the rest of the 
nation struggled to quickly deal with the fall-
out. Last Sunday evening, to close 

out that horrific weekend on an 
active and salving note, over a 
thousand Baltimoreans came 
together in Wyman Park Dell in 
solidarity and in defiance. They 
marched up St. Paul Street 
and down Charles, pledging to 
continue the fight against ha-
tred, bigotry, and all forms of 
both symbolic and systematic oppression. 
Chants of “Black lives matter,” “Muslims 
lives matter,” and “Trans lives matter” wafted 
in the Baltimore air. Mayor Catherine Pugh 
called for her administration to move forward 
with the removal of Confederate statues in 
the city, and the Baltimore City Council voted 
unanimously to pass a resolution calling for 
the immediate destruction of all Confeder-

ate monuments. And 

Utkarsh 
rajawat 

(berowne), 
Flynne 
Harne 

Renaissance Festival: A 
Revel for Everyone

Travel back to 
the 16th century 
through drama, 
song, food, and 

magic
by 

Frankie 
kUjawa

The sound of merriment once again re-
turns the 27-acre village of Revel Grove in 
celebration of the 2017 Maryland Renais-
sance Festival. A crown-jewel of Maryland, 
the festival begins on August 26th and 
runs Saturdays and Sundays (and Labor 
Day Monday) through October 22nd. 

“The festival is currently in its 41st 

to create entertaining 
work that is also histori-
cally accurate. “One way 
I keep the show fresh 
each season is choos-
ing a different year in the 
reign of King Henry VIII. I 
do intense research into 
both what was happen-
ing politically and per-
sonally in the king’s life, 
and also what was happening in England 
during that time for the common person.”

Once the current Renaissance Festival 
is over, Spedden begins her task of com-
piling information for the following year’s 
theme. “I begin researching the show 

jousting and 
more at the 
Maryland 
renaissance 
Festival, 
through 
Ocober 22nd

Baltimore 
rallies 

against hate 
and violence 

—continued on page 3

Protesters on 
Charles Street
in baltimore
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if you have hiv,
we have your back.
exceptional hiv treatment

(90% of our patients with HIV have suppressed viral 
loads; 72% have undetectable viral loads)
get into care within 5 days

support with all aspects of care - 
insurance, medicine, & more

PrEP & PEP prescriptions for partners
locations near you
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Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

www.fostercare.com/columbia
We respect our clients’ privacy. The model(s) represented in this publication is (are) for illustrative purposes only and in no way represent or endorse KidsPeace. ©2017 KidsPeace

Through the eyes of 
a child… love has no 
boundaries 

Lets talk about

Call us at  
410-964-9329

Call ERA Law Group Today 
(410) 989-5082, or visit us at
1997 Annapolis Exchange Pkwy,
Suite 300, Annapolis, MD 21401

●  Elder Law
●  Estate Planning
●  Family Law
●  Guardianship
●  Mediation
●  Medicaid Planning & Qualification
●  Personal Injury
●  Probate
●  Veteran's Benefits
●  LGBTQIA Matters

Valerie E. Anias, Esq.
vanias@eralawgroup.com 

 newS

burnished images in our collective minds’ 
eye which haunt us and will not be forgotten.

Ostensibly organized in protest of the 
Charlottesville’s decision to remove a stat-
ue of Confederate General Robert E. Lee 
from Emancipation Park, the white national-
ist organization and other right-wing groups 
initially stunned the nation with a surprise 
rally after dark the 
night before Satur-
day’s planned pro-
test. Without warning, 
they swarmed onto 
University of Virgin-
ia’s campus that night 
bearing hundreds of 
lit tiki torches high, 
evoking images of 
KKK rallies of old 
and beating anti-pro-
testors with clubs. 
Camera phones of 
unsuspecting wit-
nesses quickly went 
viral which captured 
the hate-filled invec-
tives as they chanted “White lives matter” 
and “You (Jews) will not replace us.” 

On Saturday, hundreds of emboldened 
white supremacists and alt-right extremist, 
giving Nazi salutes and shouting “Sieg Heil” 
or “Sieg Trump” continued their hate-filled 
march and attacks, in scenes which a trans-

fixed nation watched playing out on their 
phones and television screens. For what 
seemed like an eternity the police were seen 
protecting these protesters and not interven-
ing in the confrontations, and one was left 
wondering what alternate reality would be 
playing out if the white supremacists were in-

Emboldened White 
Supremisists March 
and Murder in 
Charlottesville

stead a group of African-American, Muslim, 
or LGBT advocates. Of course the violence 
tragically culminated as the driver plowed his 
car into the street of anti-protesters, killing 
32-year-old Heather Heyer and inuring 19 
others. The white supremacists had thus 
committed an act of domestic terror.

The violent extremism and bitter hatred 
of the other is nothing new under our sun. 
But Donald Trump notwithstanding, the ha-
tred and the bigotry in Charlottesville did not 
come from groups “from many sides.” It is not 
a battle of morally equivalent world views, al-
though that specious argument is the basis 
for many alternative facts from the alt right. 
The white supremacists are emboldened 
and waging this battle because they believe 

that so many of us 
are Less Than – less 
than human, less 
than valuable, less 
than true Americans. 
They chant without 
shame of their de-
sire for the “rest of 
us” – African-Ameri-
cans, Jews, Muslims, 
gays, immigrants, the 
disabled, leftists, en-
vironmentalists – to 
just disappear from 
their America (by any 
and every means) or 
at the very least stay 
silent and humbly 

in our subservient place. The history they 
want to preserve is the history of white su-
premacy. But this history is steeped in the 
blood, plunder, and enslavement which we 
engaged in from the moment we landed on 
these Native American shores. 

Perhaps this is just too painful to admit. 
James Baldwin once stated, “I imagine one 
of the reasons people cling to their hates so 
stubbornly is because they sense, once hate 
is gone, they will be forced to deal with pain.”

We must deal with this pain, together.
We the LGBT community must stand 

in solidarity with all of the minority groups 
who are the target of the anger and hatred 
of those who have been emboldened by 
Donald Trump’s reckless and intentional lan-
guage to come out into the light. They are 
here with a vengeance. But we are here, too, 
standing our ground. As GLAAD president 
Sarah Kate Ellis summed it up, “GLAAD and 
countless LgBTQ Americans stand firmly to-
gether with other marginalized communities 
to denounce these disgusting threats and 
cowardly fear tactics. To the young Amer-
icans in Charlottesville who are LGBTQ or 
people of color: You are loved and you are 
perfect the way you are.” t

“The violent extremism 
and bitter hatred of 
the other is nothing 

new under our 
sun. But Trump 
notwithstanding, 

the hatred in 
Charlottesville didn’t 

come ‘from many 
sides.’”

—continued from page 1
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First Faith 
HIV / AIDS 

Awareness Day
Fighting HIV requires all the earthly and 
heavenly help we can muster. That’s the 
spirit behind the free Interfaith Community 
Prayer Rally and Health Fair on Sunday, 
August 27th, from 3 to 6 pm at the Swann 
Drive entrance to Druid Hill Park in Balti-
more. A group rally including prayers from 
different faiths will start off the event. At 

3:30 pm, the group will walk to Beth Am 
Synagogue (2501 Eutaw Place) for a 
health fair with info, entertainment, free 
HIV testing, networking, and refreshments. 

The event marks the first-ever Nation-
al Faith HIV/AIDS Awareness Day. The 
goal is to rally Baltimore faith commu-
nities, along with all others in the US, to 
engage faith communities to work together 
for HIV/AIDS education, prevention, treat-
ment, care and support and to end stigma 
and discrimination. As one organizer said, 
“We’re not called to do everything … but 
we are called to do something!” 

In 2015, the Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention ranked Maryland fifth 
among states in HIV diagnosis rates and 
third n AIDS diagnosis rates. Overall, the 
Baltimore-Columbia-Towson metropolitan 
area had the tenth highest HIV diagnosis 
rate.

Many faith-based groups have been 
and are at the forefront of the response 
to HIV/AIDS, by providing HIV/AIDS ser-
vices, especially in hard-to-reach areas, 
and especially when government and com-
munity-based organizations were slow to 
act in the early days of the epidemic.

Monique Carter of GirlsUnited, Bernard 
Fog of GQ for Cancer, Rashad Corey of 
the I Survived Movement, Bryanna Jen-
kins of Baltimore Trans Alliance, Mercedes 
McIntyre of Urban Freedom magazine, and 
Trebra Taylor of the House of Blahnik

From August 24th to 27th, the Commu-
nity Cares Project hosts their men’s retreat 
– Brotherhood in Advocacy, Leadership 
and Development Retreat – with slots for 
40 men, ages 21 to 35, from Baltimore and 
surroundings areas. Foci include develop-
ing innovative solutions to the HIV epidem-
ic and improving their community organiz-
ing and advocacy skills.

Topics on the agenda include PrEP 
(Pre-exposure Prophylaxis) and TasP 
(Treatment as Prevention), community 
mobilization best practices, and the impor-
tance of activism and advocacy in HIV pre-
vention and treatment. t

For more info, visit Brotherhoodinad-
vocacy.com and learn about the commu-
nity cares Project at TheccPbmore.org or 
call 443-750-5513.

– Bill redmond-Palmer

Lunch Patrol in 
Mount Vernon 
& Station North 

B & Dee’s Baltimore Love, a nonprofit 
organization in Baltimore City providing 
support and resources for the homeless, 
will hold their inaugural Lunch Patrol on 
Sunday, August 27th, at 1 pm. The event 
is designed to provide brown bag lunches 
for the homeless in defined neighborhoods 
in Baltimore City. Instead of making people 
come to the food, this event will bring the 
food to them.

This first event will focus on reaching 
out to people in the Mount Vernon and Sta-
tion North neighborhoods. There are many 
folks living on the streets in these areas. 
Some are seen every day, others live hid-
den behind trees and businesses.

Currently the group is accepting do-
nations of non-perishable items, including 
peanut butter, jelly, single serve bags of 
chips and pretzel, fruit cups, granola bars, 

packages of mayonnaise and mustard, 
bottled water, canned soda, and juice box-
es. More items like pre-made sandwiches 
will be requested as the date gets closer. 
Be sure to visit their Facebook event page 
at http://bit.ly/2vu0TI6 for event updates.

Volunteers are needed to assist with 
distribution in the Mount Vernon and Sta-
tion North neighborhoods beginning at 
noon on Sunday, August 27th. Donations 
will be accepted and the event will be co-
ordinated from 908 Tyson Street in Balti-
more. The address is a private residence, 
not a business.

B & Dee’s Baltimore Love welcomes 

support from groups and businesses in 
Mount Vernon and Station North neigh-
borhoods. Key areas for this outreach are 
Franklin Street (near Enoch Pratt Free 
Library); Howard Street; Chase Street 
(near Rite Aid); Mount Vernon Place at 
the Washington Monument; North Charles 
Street (from Chase Brexton northbound); 
Guilford Avenue; Greenmount Avenue; and 
North Avenue.

Formore info, visit Facebook.com/
BDeeBaltimoreLove. t

– Bill redmond-Palmer

Black Trans 
Conference, 
August 19th

The 2017 Black Trans Advocacy Confer-
ence (BTAC) is set for August 19th from 
9 am to 11 pm at the Radisson Hotel Bal-
timore Downtown-Inner Harbor (101 West 
Fayette Street, Baltimore). The event is 
the joint work of Black Trans Advocacy, 
Black Transmen, and Black Transwomen.

“We’re honored and excited to bring the 

Some actions faith leaders can take 
within their communities include hosting 
trainings, health fairs, and conferences; in-
corporating HIV education into other com-
munity activities.

You can help sponsor the Baltimore 
event with a tax-deductible donation to 
Give.hopesprings.org.

For more info about the Baltimore 
event, visit Bit.ly/2uSVWF2 or contact 
HopeSprings at 410-323-0005.. For more 
info about the national event overall, it’s 
Faithaidsday.com. t

– Bill redmond-Palmer

Community 
Cares Awards, 
August 26th

The Community Cares Project will present 
their first annual leadership awards on Sat-
urday, August 26th, from 7 to 11:30 pm at 
Radisson Hotel Baltimore Downtown – In-
ner Harbor (101 West Fayette Street ). The 
event will honor the work of eight LGBTQ 
leaders in the fields of HIV prevention and 
treatment, community organizing, educa-
tion and the arts.

“The ceremony is a special occasion 
for us,” said Cody Dyer, head of Commu-
nity Cares. “As a new organization, we’ll 
not only be honoring our awardees but 
also celebrating our one-year anniversa-
ry. As we move forward with beginning to 
innovate new and dynamic events to the 
community, we’re also seeking new part-
ners interested in making an impact in the 
LGBTQ community, and welcome them to 
contact us.”

The awards ceremony occurs in con-
junction with the Brotherhood in Advocacy 
Leadership Development retreat. The cer-
emony will begin with a cash bar cocktail 
hour at 7 pm with dinner at 8. Evening 
wear or black-tie attire is recommended.

Hosting will be Milan Christopher from 
Love and Hip Hop Hollywood, and the key-
note speaker is Earl Fowlkes, head of the 
Center for Black Equity.

Tickets are only available in advance 
by August 20th at Theccpbmore.org. No 
tickets will be sold at the door. 

The 2017 Community Cares Leader-
ship Award Recipients are Jamal Hailey 
of the University of Maryland’s Star Track 
program, Kairo Brown of Meet 4 a Cause, 

Lunch al fresco
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BTAC experience to the Maryland / DC re-
gion,” said Merrick Moses, of Black Trans 
Advocacy. “We’re here to serve the people 
and empower folks to be the change they 

want to see.”
The con-

ference is free 
to all regis-
tered guests, 

and welcomes all transgender and gen-
der non-conforming people and allies to 
find support for their transition, to build 
valuable relationships, to expand their im-
pact and have a great time with likemind-
ed peers. Register for the event online at 
Goo.gl/seSxbS. 

For more info, visit the Facebook 
event page is Bit.ly/2vucTJD or via email 
at btac@blacktrans.org or Facebook.com/
blacktransmaryland. t

– Bill redmond-Palmer

PrEP’d 
at the Pool

Cool off at the Patterson Park Public Pool 
(148 South Linwood Avenue, Baltimore) on 
Sunday, August 20th, from 6 to 10 pm. Stop 
by and enjoy 
food, games, 
music, and HIV 
testing.

RSVP on 
the Facebook 
event page at 
Bit.ly/2hVILSO or via email at som-reachi-
nitiative@jhu.edu.

The event is hosted by PrEP4tomor-
row. Visit them online Facebook.com/Prep-
4tomorrow. Co-sponsors include the Johns 
Hopkins School of Nursing, the University 
of Maryland School of Medicine, IMPACT, 
and the Reach Initiative. t

Love Summer 
Cookout, 

August 26th
Join the love at its first annual Queer Love 
Summer Cookout on Saturday, August 
26th, from noon to 4 pm at the Chinese 
Pavilion in Druid Hill Park.

Sponsored by the Baltimore Trans 

  newS // LOCAL 

Alliance, TransBaltimore, and Sista’s of 
the T, the cookout will feature live music, 
good food, a welcoming environment, and 
games and prizes. It will feature music 
by performers including Monica Stevens, 
Coco Nicole, Tyger Black St. James, Chaz 
Monroe, and DJ Sean Smallwood.

“BTA is really excited to co-host this 
event,” said the group’s Key’Ashia Tucker. 
“Too often our community is brought to-
gether by differences that make us differ-
ent from others, but we are a family! Let’s 
come together to celebrate who we are, to 
celebrate each other.”

For more info, visit Bit.ly/2uCmoDS. t
– Bill redmond-Palmer

Back-to-School 
Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet 

During the summer of 2015, the GLCCB 
charged a group of young people with de-
veloping an initiative that would benefit the 
area’s underserved population. In the year 
since its inception, the Shawnna Alexander 
Helping Hands Clothing Closet has contin-
ued to grow and serve the community.

The Clothing Closet is open on the 
fourth Monday of each month. On Monday, 
August 28th from 1 to 5 pm, the Clothing 
Closet will host a special Back to School 
day, to provide free clothing, hygiene items, 
and school supplies. The Clothing Closet is 
housed at the GLCCB (2530 North Charles 
Street, 3rd floor) in Baltimore.

“The reason we do the Clothing Clos-
et is to support our less fortunate family 
members in the community with the things 
they need for everyday life,” says Kevin 
Holt, former peer navigator at the GLCCB. 
“Volunteers, donations, and the support of 
the community are essential to making this 
happen every month.”

Donations of new, unopened personal 
hygiene items and school supplies can be 
dropped off anytime at the GLCCB. These 

items are especially needed: toothbrush-
es, toothpaste, and mouthwash; shampoo 
and conditioner; combs and brushes; hair 
cream / moisturizer; tampons and pads; 
razors and shaving cream; deodorant; 
scented body spray; lotion; bar soap; body 
wash; wet wipes / baby wipes; tissues; and 
hand sanitizer.

The Clothing Closet is currently full 
to the brim with loving donations – so no 
more clothing donations just now. 

For more info visit Bit.ly/2vyoHZO or 
call 410-777-8145. t

– Bill redmond-Palmer

August GLCCB 
Board Meeting 

Notes
On August 8th, the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexu-
al and Transgender Community Center of 
Baltimore and Central Maryland (GLCCB) 
board met for their monthly meeting.

The board’s search for new members 

continues, with 20 applications having 
been received and others expected; 14 
people have already been interviewed. 
One new board member, Kayla Tullis, offi-

cially joined at this meeting. Four prospec-
tive members attended the meeting and 
answered questions on their experience, 
qualifications, and goals.

A debriefing was held by center staff 
with Baltimore City Parks and Recreation 
about Pride 2017. The meeting was very 
positive, and for the first time in recent 
memory the city returned the event’s secu-
rity deposit to the center. The board said it 
has chosen Father’s Day weekend in 2018 
for Baltimore Pride, to ensure it did not 
compete with other regional Prides.

The board announced that the GLCCB 
will partner with Baltimore Black Pride 2017 
to help develop and coordinate events.

Among other updates, the center web-
site at GLCCB.org shows new improve-
ments; the center is getting a lot of inter-
ests from universities as well as list-serves 
to provide volunteer support; and the cen-
ter is also interviewing candidates for a 
fund-raising position.

The GLCCB Annual Meeting and Town 
Hall will be held in place of the monthly 
board meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 12th, at the GLCCB (2530 
North Charles Street, third floor, Balti-
more). At the meeting, there will be a re-
view of the most recent strategic plan and 
update on its implementation. There will be 
a report on the year in review, as well as 
the review going forward. Additional new 
board members will officially join during 
the meeting.

For more info, contact the center at 
410-777-8145 or visit GLCCB.org. t

– Bill redmond-Palmer

Sun. through Tues. Closed
Wed. through Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m 

Hearts & Ears, Inc.
is a non-profit organization for Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender,
Intersex and Questioning individuals 

with mental health issues
and concerns.

We warmly welcome all sexual and
gender minorities.

611 PARK AVENUE SUITE A BALTIMORE, MD 21201 • 410-523-1694
heartsandears.org

Wellness and 
Recovery Center

Wellness and 
Recovery Center

Lunch al fresco
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at the People’s bbQ on august 5th, Grillmaster Shorty cooked hundreds of hamburgers and 
hot dogs for the homeless. Over 30 community co-sponsors supported serving meals to 633 
homeless people at Saint Vincent de Paul’s Church. Music was provided by J. Pope (Facebook.
com/jpopemusic) and WLOY (Loyola) Radio (Facebook.com/WLOYLoyolaRadio). 

Peoples’ BBQ Serves Over 600 Homeless
  newS // LOCAL 

 If you like to write and have an interest in
local news, theater and the arts, food,

LGBTQ history, doing interviews,
Baltimore OUTloud might be the place for you. 
We are looking for writers to share with their 

LGBTQ community.  In Baltimore and
surrounding areas,including Hagerstown,

Frederick, Asbury Park NJ and Rehoboth Beach,
and any area we reach.

For more information contact Mary Taylor 
410-802-1310, or e-mail her at 

taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
and she can fill you in with all the details.

Hope to see you in the paper!

 If you like to write and have an interest in
local news, theater and the arts, food,

LGBTQ history, doing interviews,
Baltimore OUTloud might be the place for you. 
We are looking for writers to share with their 

LGBTQ community.  In Baltimore and
surrounding areas,including Hagerstown,

Frederick, Asbury Park NJ and Rehoboth Beach,
and any area we reach.

For more information contact Mary Taylor 
410-802-1310, or e-mail her at 

taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
and she can fill you in with all the details.

Hope to see you in the paper!

Self Management and Recovery Training
www.smartrecovery.org

In small groups we talk freely and learn how to:
   Maintain motivation to eliminate harmful habits
   Cope with urges
   Manage our thoughts, feelings, and actions
   Balance Lifestyle

NO: “Steps” INSTEAD: Empowerment – “I own my recovery….”

Powerlessness Education – learn self-management  
    & recovery skills

Labels or Names Useful for any type of addictive behavior

Sponsors Open discussion format

Free Mount Vernon Meeting:
Thursday 6:30—8:00 pm

 
1111 North Charles Street  •  Community Room

Info:  George Bowden 443-224-8500

Have a 
Listing?

Our Real Estate Section 
Is the Right Place!

Call or Email us for great deals
Taylor@BaltimoreOutloud.com

410.802.1310
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Prince george a “gay icon” itself. 
Jim Allister, leader of the Traditional 

Unionist Voice (TUV) party in Northern Ire-
land and strongly anti-gay, described the 
article as “outrageous and sick.” He called 
on PinkNews to immediately withdraw the 

“misjudged” article and apologize. “Sexual-
izing a young child in this fashion is entire-
ly inappropriate. In reality the photo which 
prompted the piece shows a four-year-old 
boy who is smartly dressed and excited 
about being on a helicopter with his male 
father and female mother. “To take an im-
age of a little boy and to fantasize of him 
being an icon for a life defined by sex is 
outrageous and sick.” 

The chief executive of PinkNews, 
Benjamin Cohen, told RT that he has re-
ceived no letter from Allister and no official 
complaint has been made. “I’m surprised 
that Jim Allister is such an avid reader of 
PinkNews that he spotted a minor article 
from three weeks ago to complain about 
today,” Cohen said. “At no point did Pink-
News state that Prince george is a ‘gay 
icon’ – the article merely reported on a 
large number of social media posts say-
ing that he was.” He added: “Mr. Allister 
also appeared to claim that being gay is a 
‘life defined by sex.’ This is an outrageous 
statement. I am gay and about to marry my 
fiancé, something Allister opposes, and I 
can certainly say my life is not defined by 
sex.” (rt.com/uk/399318-prince-george-
gay-icon/)

LGBTQ youth 
crisis group saw 
calls spike from 
trans youth

Dallas, Texas – The Trevor Project – 
the nation’s largest LGBTQ youth crisis 
intervention and suicide prevention orga-
nization, issued a statement on August 

—continued on page 13

Fear grows in 
Toronto’s gay 
community over 
five missing 
men

Toronto, Ontario – It was stand-
ing-room-only at an August 1st town hall 
meeting discussing the inexplicable disap-
pearances of five men who frequented gay 
bars in the Church and Wellesley Village 
and online cruising sites. Friends, family, 

and community members filled the ball-
room at the 519 Community Centre to vent 
their grief and express their fears about 
the disappearances that have rocked the 
community over the past five weeks. 

Last month, Toronto Police announced 
the creation of a new task force dedicated 
to investigating the disappearances full-
time, and trying to determine if there are 
any links between the cases.

The two most recent cases are Andrew 
Kinsman, 49, who went missing at the end 
of June, and 43-year-old Selim Esen, who 
disappeared in April. The other three cases 
being investigated date back to 2010 and 
2012, involving three men of color. These 
three men are Abdulbasir “Basir” Faizi, 44, 
and Majeed Kayhan, both from Afghan-
istan, and Skandaraj “Skanda” Navarat-
nam, a 40-year-old Sri Lankan refugee.

Greg Downer, a close friend of Andrew 
Kinsman, who founded the group, Toron-
to’s Missing Rainbow Community Mem-
bers, and organized the town hall, said the 
group is developing strategies to stay safe, 
both while out cruising in bars or chatting 
online. The resource Look Out for Each 
Other was handed out at the town hall. 
It suggests keeping a paper trail prior to 
meeting any online hook-up. That could 
be initiating an email or text exchange 

with the online stranger before arranging 
a meeting. Downer says a priority for the 
group is making online dating apps safer 
for LGBTQ people to use. He is already 
taking steps to reach out and work with 
to gay cruising and hookup apps, such 
as Grindr, Tinder, or Scruff, to see if they 
would consider including an option that 
allows people to consent to having their 
information released should they ever go 
missing. (The Torontoist – James dubro at 

To r o n t o i s t . c o m / 2 0 1 7 / 0 8 / g r o w -
ing-fears-torontos-gay-community-po-
lice-ramp-investigation-missing-men/)

Teachers can 
have sex with 
their students, 
judge rules

Montgomery, alabama – Vice News 
reports that an Alabama law barring teach-
ers from having sex with their students was 
ruled unconstitutional August 10th by a state 
judge who also dismissed charges against 
two instructors who were facing 20 years be-
hind bars for sleeping with students. 

Judge Glenn Thompson dismissed 
charges against a former high school 
teacher, Carrie Witt, 44, and David Solo-
mon, 27, a former aide at a different school. 
Under state law, school employees “en-

gaging in a sex act or deviant sexual inter-
course with a student,” even if consensual, 
face not only possible jail time but also a 
lifetime on the sex offender registry. 

Witt was accused of sleeping with two 

students, aged 17 and 18, respectively. 
Solomon was accused of having sex with a 
17-year-old. But their lawyers argued that 
Alabama’s law – passed in 2010 – violates 
teachers’ equal protection rights guaran-
teed under the 14th Amendment, because 
it treats educators differently under the law 
than other citizens. 

For example, other adults having con-
sensual sex with teenagers over 16, the 
age of consent, don’t face criminal charges. 
On the flip side, prosecutors say that be-
cause teachers have special disciplinary 
and authoritative powers, sexual relations 
with students is inherently coercive, and 
the law is designed to protect students in 
an educational environment.

But the existing statute doesn’t ac-
count for nuances in the student-teach-
er relationship, according to the judge, 
Al.com reported. Thompson referred to 
other state laws – including in Texas, Ar-
kansas, and Kansas – which specifically 
examine whether a teacher abused their 
position of power in their sexual relations 
with students. Other states’ laws criminal-
izing sex between students and teachers 
have also fallen under legal scrutiny. In 
2012, Arkansas’s Supreme Court ruled 
that students over the age of 18 had a 
constitutional right to engage in a consen-
sual sexual relationship with their teacher. 
Conversely, two years earlier, Washington 
state’s Supreme Court ruled that it’s ille-
gal for a school employee to engage in a 
sexual relationship with a student, even if 
the student is 18 and considered an adult 
under all other state laws. (Vice News – 
Tess Owen at News.vice.com/story/teach-
ers-have-the-right-to-sleep-with-their-stu-
dents-alabama-judge-rules)

Prince George 
as ‘gay icon’ 
raises kerfuffle

London, Uk – As reported on Rt.com, 
an article in the LGBT news outlet Pink-
News that said Twitter users were call-
ing Prince george a “gay icon” has been 
branded as “sick” by a politician in North-
ern Ireland. The online article, “People 
think Prince george looks fabulous in this 
new photo,” was published after the four-
year-old prince was photographed with his 
hands on his face in a helicopter in Germa-
ny last month. PinkNews says the article 
was merely reporting on a large volume 
of social media posts and was not calling 

compiled by Jim Becker

Prince george strikes a pose

Five missing gay men in Toronto

Smilin’ judge
Thompson
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dllasvoice.com)

Billboards 
promoting LGBT 
civil rights stir 
controversy

Charlestown, South Carolina – A 
new billboard campaign produced and 
sponsored by the Alliance For Full Ac-
ceptance is stirring up a lot of controver-
sy. The sign designs showcase the theme 

“LGBT Rights are Civil Rights” and feature 
LGBTQ couples with rainbow and Ameri-

can flags wrapped around them. 
The 50 billboards span from “Moncks 

Corner to Awendaw to Ravenell to James 
Island and everywhere in between” and of-
fer hope to the LGBTQ and allied commu-
nities. Comments of support are encour-
aging, like “I’d like to think a LGBTQ kid 
living in an extremely conservative family 
can look up at that sign and feel hope. Hell, 
I’m an adult in my forties and it gave me 
hope.” and “Love the Billboards. Can we 
get more of them?” 

But not everyone is happy about this. The 
organization has been getting a lot of flak. 

Some responses received include: 
“Please take the billboards down before 
God drops the hammer on us here in 
Charleston.” and “We’re all not on board 
with your message and it makes the city 
look bad.” 

Dan Folk Photography contributed his 
talents to the project initiative. Students 
at James Island Charter High School’s 
Gay-Straight Alliance held bake sales at 
their school to raise money for one of the 
boards posted on James Island. 

More information is available online 
about the campaign. info: affa-sc.org. 
(Q-Notes Online – lainey millen at Go-
qnotes.com) 

beyOnD THe beLTway

2nd noting a growing number of calls, text 
messages and online chats coming into 
the agency from transgender youth cor-
respondingly most notably with President 
Trump’s tweet regarding transgender mili-
tary service members, and news coverage 
of proposed “bathroom bills” in the Texas 
legislature. According to the Trevor Proj-
ect, of the approximately 178 contacts per 
day, 7.3 percent typically self-identify as 
transgender. Within 24 hours of Trump’s 
tweet regarding transgender military ser-
vice members, contacts from transgen-
der individuals spiked to 17.5 percent of 
all contacts. And, the week after the Tex-
as Legislature introduced the anti-trans 

“bathroom bill,” contacts from transgender 
young people doubled to 14.7 percent. 

“As an adult living my life as a trans-
gender man, I know firsthand what it feels 
like to feel scared, alone, and vulnerable,” 
said Lou Weaver, transgender programs 
coordinator for Equality Texas. “The an-
ti-LGBTQ rhetoric and all of the anti-trans-
gender policies have directly resulted in 
members of our community being assault-
ed and our parents being afraid for their 
children. We hope the news from the Trev-
or Project will inform lawmakers and result 
in them rejecting all discriminatory bath-
room bill legislation targeting our transgen-
der neighbors, families and friends.”

Chuck Smith, Equality Texas CEO, 
added, “It’s summertime. Families with 
children should be having fun and recon-
necting during their summer break. In-
stead, families with trans youth are trav-
eling for hours to testify against bathroom 
bills, because the lieutenant governor has 
decided to pick on an already bullied group 
of kids. “The news from the Trevor Proj-
ect regarding the spike in communications 
is heartbreaking,” he continued. “Attack-
ing transgender kids with discriminatory 
legislation puts them in crisis. Enough is 
enough! The Texas Legislature needs to 
stop the bathroom bills.” (dallas Voice at 

Trans service 
members sue 
Trump over 
military ban

washington, DC – Five transgender 
service members filed suit against Donald 
Trump and other federal officials on August 
9th. The five are collectively identified as 
‘Jane Doe’ in the 15-page complaint filed 
on their behalf by the National Center for 
Lesbian Rights and GLAD (GLBTQ Legal 
Advocates & Defenders). 

The lawsuit – now known as doe v. 
Trump – charges that Trump’s tweets bar-
ring trans people from military service “up-
set the reasonable expectations of plain-
tiffs and thousands of other transgender 
service members and the men and wom-
en with whom they serve and fight.” This 
undermining of trans service members’ 
expectation of continued military service 
amounts to a violation of the right to equal 
protection and due process under the Fifth 
Amendment of the US Constitution, the 
lawsuit says. The lawsuit seeks a decla-
ration that Trump’s proposed ban on trans-
gender military service is unconstitutional, 
and asks the court for an injunction stop-
ping it from going into effect.

Each of the five anonymous plaintiffs 
serves in a branch of the US armed forces. 
One is a US Army soldier who has previ-
ously been deployed to Afghanistan and 
expects deployment soon to Iraq. Another 
is an active duty airman who has served 
in the US Air Force for almost 20 years 
and has undertaken multiple tours of duty 
abroad, including two in Iraq. All say they 
prefer to remain anonymous out of fear of 
retribution. 

“Last year, the Department of Defense 
announced that transgender people could 
serve openly,” one plaintiff said in a state-
ment. “I was very relieved and came out 
as transgender to my commanding officers, 
who were supportive. My experience has 
been positive and I am prouder than ever 
to continue to serve. I am married and 
have three children, and the military has 
been my life. But now, I’m worried about 
my family’s future.”

The named defendants in the lawsuit 
are Trump, Defense Secretary James Mat-
tis, Chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. 
Joseph Dunford, the secretaries for each 
of the military services and acting Secre-
tary of Homeland Security Elaine Duke, 
who oversees the US Coast Guard. (Se-
attle Gay News – mike andrew at Sgn.org)

Gay man to 
challenge 
longtime Texas 
congressman

Frost, Texas – John Duncan was attend-
ing a town hall meeting with his congressman, 
Republican Joe Barton, in Frost, the night that 
Barton told a constituent asking whether he 
would support legislation to combat violence 
against women to “shut up.” That’s when 
Duncan decided he would challenge Barton 
for Texas’s Sixth District congressional seat. 

“It was horrifying,” Duncan said of Barton’s 
reaction that night. Barton, a 32-year veter-
an of Congress, apparently never expected 
people to travel from Arlington to Frost, on 
the far edge of the district, to confront him 
on issues like healthcare. “He’s out of touch,” 
Duncan said of the Republican incumbent. 

“He doesn’t care about our concerns.”
Duncan laid out a platform based on what 

he heard at the town hall meeting emphasiz-
ing healthcare, education and immigration, 
and officially threw his hat in the election ring. 

Duncan has a law 
degree but has never 
practiced. He said he 
always had an interest 
in running for public 
office, and he was pri-
marily interested in at-
tending law school be-
cause he noticed most 
members of Congress 
were attorneys. In-
stead of practicing 
law, he has made his 
career in healthcare. 

Currently, he’s the compliance officer for 
Prism Health North Texas, formerly known as 
AIDS Arms. 

Duncan grew up in East Texas and grad-
uated from Texas Christian University in Fort 
Worth but moved to Massachusetts for law 
school. He moved back to North Texas when 
his husband, Tim Schaefer, was accepted to 
Brite Divinity School. Schaefer’s father is the 
Rev. Frank Schaefer, who was defrocked by 
the Methodist Church for performing his son’s 
wedding and refusing to say he wouldn’t per-
form another wedding. Two of Tim’s three sib-
lings are also gay. Schaefer was reinstated 
on appeal because his defrocking was based 
on something he may or may not do in the 
future. Schaefer said their being a same-sex 
couple hasn’t been an issue so far, even at 
meetings in more conservative areas of the 
district. t (dallas Voice – david Taffet at dal-
lasvoice.com)

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

—continued from page 7

 john Duncan

Meme-
worthy
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By Mimi Demissew

The July meeting was well attended the 
meeting was called to order at 6:35pm
Present board members were Jabari Lyles 
and David Sugar. 

The Board reports included the great 
news that the GLCCB has a few board in-
terviews outstanding, board members still 
needing to be interviewed and rescheduled 
board interviews, and finally the fact that 
center has 6 additional people who have 
applied for the board. 

In the world of Operations, Commu-
nications and Finance news lots of great 
things were reported. Starting with com-
munications, it was reported that there will 
be a new GLCCB website to be revealed 

By Mimi Demissew

Since moving into our new home at 2530 N. Charles street 
the GLCCB has tackled on some big obstacles and have 
made a few successes. When we moved in last July we 
were averaging serving about 400 people a month.  In 
2017 that number jumped up to an average of 576 people 
a month. In fact last month we served over 800 people. 
What’s important about these numbers is that it means the 
community is making use of its Center. 

The GLCCB runs 7 direct programs, our largest being 
Case Management, which is open to the public. Anyone 
can walk into our center and meet with any one of our peer 
navigators to receive help in receiving linkage to medical 
care, HIV/AIDS treatment, testing, to help finding work, 

in addition to having efforts to reduce the 
Center’s costs associated with its online 
presence while increasing its effectiveness 
in meeting the public. In other news it was 
reported that procedural and operational 
structures were complete with the Center’s 
new Employee Manual and final revisions 
being made to its operation manual. In the 
world of Workforce development and the 
Center, GLCCB has on boarded two new 
case managers and wrapped up two won-
derful internships. In the world of Financial 
Management the Center has completed 
filing all of the back taxes that were never 
filed during previous administrations.  Fis-
cal years 2013, 2014 and 2015 were filed 
with fiscal year 2016 on its way to being 
filed. As they say no good deed goes un-

punished and with all of the hard work put 
into filing these late taxes the IRS has fined 
the center penalties for the late filings. In 
addition the Center is wrapping up a few 
grants and renewing the final years of 2 
health department grants that deal with the 
reduction of HIV and AIDS.  Finally Pride 
was able to increase its sponsorships and 
service a larger audience. Pride has also 
helped generate much needed funds so 
that the Center can continue doing the 
community work we provide. 

In the world of Programs it was re-
ported that the GLCCB has three internal 
partners - Black Mens Exchange; Baltimore 
Trans Alliance; and Center for Black Equity. 
There are 20 additional partners that pro-
vide activities and workshops at the Cen-
ter. In the month of June the Center had 
a slight dip in numbers and reported 584 
people utilized services with 228 walk-ins 

and 356 people utilizing the programs and 
groups. The center has a new partner-
ship with Joy Baltimore where youth will 
be coming into to learn about job training; 
and the GLCCB will work with youth, pri-
marily focusing on art. Additional in house 
services that the GLCCB offers were re-
ported. Some of the reports included Case 
management offering 59 individuals with 
services; Helping hands clothing closet 
has helped 18 individuals; Game night was 
open to 11 folks; monthly poetry workshop 
in partnership with Mica; YAO, the GLCCB 
youth program served 26 youth; TAG Out-
reach continued twice a month; Breaking 
Bread (BMX) was held twice during the 
month. Workshops on cultural sensitivity 
Closing the Programs reports was a men-
tion of how this year there were 77 pride 
events the largest ever number of events.  

GLCCB Board Minutes in a Minute

Doing Community Work

housing or even a date for Saturday night. We also have 
YAO our youth program that serves youth from ages 14 to 
20. Youth Against Oppression or YAO is a youth led and 
youth run group that meets every Thursday afternoon over 
pizza in room 3. We also have Game Night and Open Mic 
night or Giovanni’s room as it is more commonly known.  
A complete list of all of our programs can be found on our 
website. 

Yet even though the GLCCB runs 7 direct programs 
we actually host over 40 programs every month. That’s 
because as part of our mission to maintain safe spaces 
we open the center to community groups that make use 
of our center and meet at the GLCCB weekly. Some of 

these groups include Sisters of Pride, a women’s group 
who meet and socialize weekly. Another one of our groups 
is Yoga on Sundays.  Again a complete list of our programs 
are on our Facebook and website. 

In 2017 the GLCCB held its first ever Women’s event 
in March honoring women. We also held our first ever Deaf 
SGL/LGBTQ town hall. The GLCCB is truly doing commu-
nity work. Be it from hosting events where we listen to our 
community for feedback and growth. Or where we open 
the center to help support and grow our community by 
keeping a safe space available for community organiza-
tions to meet. If you haven’t already I strongly suggest you 
visit your Center this summer.
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Events Calendar: August/September 2017
Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wedesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays

08/20

-Narcotics Anonymous
   11:00am-1:00pm
-Gentle Mindful Yoga
   3:30pm-4:45pm ($10)

08/27
Narcotics Anonymous 
   11:00am-1:00pm
Gentle Mindful Yoga 
   3:30pm-4:45pm ($10)

08/21
-Stop in and see a 
case manager between 
10:00am and 6:00pm 

08/28
-Back-to-School  
Helping Hands Cloth-
ing Closet
   1:00pm-5:00pm

08/22
-LGBTQ Youth Mental 
Health Group 
   6:00pm-7:30pm
-Pink Lady Dance
   6:00pm-9:00pm

08/29
SILhouette 
   7:00pm-9:30pm

08/23
-Free & Confidential 
HIV Testing
   6:30pm-8:30pm
-The Mankind Project
   6:30pm-8:30pm
-Vogue Practice
   6:30pm-9:30pm

08/30
-Free & Confidential 
HIV Testing
   6:30pm-8:30pm
-The Mankind Project
   6:30pm-8:30pm
-Trans Baltimore
   7:00pm-9:00pm

08/24
-Youth Against Op-
pression
   4:30pm-6:30pm
-Sistahs of Pride
   7:30pm-9:30pm

08/31 
-Youth Against 
Oppression
   4:30pm-7:00pm
-Baltimore Trans Mas-
culine Alliance
   6:30pm-9:00pm
-Get Smart with iChat
   7:00pm-9:00pm

08/18
Come see one of 
our case managers 
between 10:00am and 
10:00pm.

08/25
-Black Men’s Xchange
   6:30pm – 10:00pm
-TAG Outreach
   8:00pm-4:00am

09/01
-Giovanni’s Room 
Open Mic 1 Year Anni-
versary 
   7:00pm-10:00pm ($5)

08/19
Alcoholics Anonymous 
   5:00pm-8:00pm

08/26
Alcoholics Anonymous 
   5:00pm-8:00pm

09/02
Alcoholics Anonymous 
   5:00pm-8:00pm

By Lonnie Walker

 JOY Baltimore is a nonprofit 501c3 
organization for Displaced, Homeless and 
Runaway Youth with a strong focus on 
the LGBTQ Youth, while serving all youth 
and bridging the gaps in the community.  
We have a full-time MSW intern, Terrance 
Brower, practicing Holistic Case Manage-
ment with the youth and families. 

Lonnie Walker, CEO of JOY Baltimore, 
runs his program with the support of the 
GLCCB. Part of the GLCCB’s mission is to 
provide a safe and affirming space for gen-
der and sexual minorities. In doing so the 
GLCCB provides the necessary space for 
the JOY Baltimore program to run. 

During the summer, this support has 
allowed JOY to run its Summer Youthworks 
program with the city of Baltimore. They 
have taken on thirty youth in two 5-week 
sessions which began June 26, and will 
continue until August 11, 2017. Thirty per-
cent of the youth in our program currently 
are in foster care. This summer, the youth 
had the opportunity to attend ArtScape, one 
of the largest art festivals in Maryland, and 
this was the first time many of the youth 
have been to a festival.

Another project that JOY did this sum-
mer is working with MICA students. The 
MICA students brought an extensive arts 
program for the youth on a youth driven 

subject - Violence and Its Effect on the 
Youth Today. The youth are also learning 
art in all forms from video to clay. Also, Mr. 
Walker has brought back to the organiza-
tion, The Family League, which provides 
breakfast and lunch Monday to Friday for 
youth ages 18 years and under. We provid-
ed workforce development activities where 
the youth learned the ethics of working, 
being on time, resume writing, filling out 
job applications, financial literacy and eti-
quette. The youth will have their work on 
display August 11 location TBD. 

Mr. Walker would like to thank the GL-
CCB, Kenneth and Mimi, and the wonderful 
staff here for opening up their doors and 
allowing JOY to operate. This program is 
what community is all about - working and 
coming together to benefit the community 
on a whole.

You can learn more about JOY Balti-
more or make a Donation @ www.joybalti-
more.org or email the founder/CEO Lonnie 
Walker at Lwalker@joybaltimore.org 

Joy Baltimore and the GLCCB
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When the Ravens announced that they are 
considering signing Colin Kaepernick to 
the team, the floodgates opened in Balti-
more. It is not simply a matter of football. It 
is loaded, political, and rife with meaning. 
It is news underlying actions wielding the 
jagged edge of a knife, it is coming down 
on one side or the other, it is fierce, defi-
ant, divisive and ugly – though for many it 
holds the possibility of healing, reconcilia-
tion, and a ray of hope. It is a symbol and 
symptom of life in Donald Trump’s Amer-
ica.

Baltimore should stand up.
Stand up for the brutal fact that our 

America is so flawed, so haunting and 
unjust for some, that a beautiful young Af-
rican-American man who has risen to the 
dizzying heights of the “American Dream” 
in terms of fame and fortune feels the 
burning weight 
of those injus-
tices and flaws, 
and can’t stand 
by and do noth-
ing. Stand up 
because this 
young man un-
derstands that 
the power of 
celebrity in our 
society assures 
that his actions 
will carry weight 
in ways that 
those of others, 
perhaps more 
deserving, will 
not. Stand up because he 
cares enough to take a 
knee when the national an-
them is played on Sunday football in Amer-
ica. He does it silently and respectfully. He 
takes a knee in protest of continued police 
brutality against African-Americans and 

1001 N Charles St, Baltimore, MD  21201
410-752-7133 • grandcentralclub.com

Stand Up for Our 
Humanity

THinking OUTLOUD

other minorities, and he pays the price. 
Living in Trump’s America, we need to 
stand up for him.

To paraphrase former leaders who ac-
tually understood the breadth and respon-

sibility of the majestic office 
of president: 
if not now, 
when? If not 
us, who? 
The moment 
is now – our 
moment to 
be that shin-
ing city on 
the hill. How 
fitting that 
the opportuni-
ty has fallen 
to us, a city 
which needs 
hope and 
healing and a 

sign that although we 
are broken and bleeding, we are not yet 
beaten.

A chance to say that, yes, America our 
home but it is deep-
ly unjust and inher-
ently flawed. Not so 
flawed that it cannot 
be fixed, but flawed 
enough that it is go-
ing to be uncomfort-
able and difficult and 
stressful for all of 
us to amend those 
flaws. Not beyond 
hope, but broken 
enough that if we do 
not publicly verbalize 
the injustices, if we 
do not take a knee, 
if we do not drag 
them out into the light of day in order to be 
able to actually take the steps to fix them 
– then, just possibly, we are all in mortal 
danger.

Perhaps no other city is such a symbol 
of these inherently American flaws as Bal-
timore – as we stand still bleeding and bent 
under the accumulated weight of over 200 
years of the thousands upon thousands of 
conscious actions of mostly white, wealthy 
men in power bent on power and subjuga-
tion. Men who started with the conscious 
criminalization and eradication of a race 
of native Americans and then moved on to 
the conscious enslavement and then seg-
regation of a race of African-Americans 
and also the conscious financial domi-
nance over millions of their own race and 
the conscious devaluation and subjugation 
of women – all accompanied by the requi-

site unspeakable and inhumane justifica-
tions of these actions which reverberate in 
every facet of our lives today.

So Baltimore, the city that began 
redlining itself over a hundred years ago 
when a black man had the audacity to buy 
a house on a white street and thus assign 
generations to segregated and hopeless 
neighborhoods and lives, we need to sign 
Colin Kaepernick. Stand up and say that is 
not okay to bystand for a close-minded bil-
lionaire white man and his administration 
packed with those who have made careers 
enacting racist, sexist, homophobic and 
xenophobic policies. We cannot let them 
take us back to a time when African-Amer-
icans, women, LGBT people, Hispanic. 
Muslim, immigrants, the disabled, the poor 
and uneducated were “in their place” – not 
seen and not heard and definitely not hav-
ing a seat anywhere near the table.

It is not okay for a city in which Freddie 
Gray died from his ride in that police van 
to hear a president encourage police offi-
cers to give rough rides. It is not okay for 
gay people to not have the same rights and 
protections as our fellow citizens. It is not 

okay to ban trans-
gender people from 
any department in 
this country. It is not 
okay for a president 
not to speak out and 
verbalize the na-
tion’s pain and trau-
ma and incompre-
hension when two 
men die on a Seattle 
train trying to defend 
two young women 
from an anti-Mus-
lim tirade. It is not 
okay for this Justice 
Department to im-

plement a return to the brand of policing 
which will lead to increased mass incarcer-
ation of black and brown men and women. 
It is not okay for an administration to spend 
its resources suing universities on behalf 
of supposed victims of anti-white discrim-
ination. It is not okay for the White House 
to release a picture of the president sur-
rounded by hundreds of White House in-
terns and not see one young black, brown 
or openly gay face in the picture. It is not 
okay for a president to encourage millions 
of people to be blind to the humanity of 
those different from themselves.

Colin Kaepernick is a young man chal-
lenging his country to be its better self. It is 
okay for him to do so and to so challenge us 
all. Perhaps it is our only chance. Let’s take 
him in with both arms in our most loving and 
humble embrace. He’s our brother. t

Pointing
By Sage Piper
it Out

Colin 
kaepernick

 “It is not okay for this 
Justice Department to 
implement a return to 
the brand of policing 

which will lead to 
increased mass 

incarceration of black 
and brown men and 

women.”

Angie at 
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 THinking OUTLOUD

by Mark SegaL
To the entire LGBT community: Let’s begin 
as a community to state the truth without 
putting lipstick on a pig. Personally, it sick-
ens me when I see someone from GLAAD 
or HRC on television calling conversion 
therapy “praying the gay away.” That is 
downright as truthful as a Donald Trump 
tweet, and might show how we attempt to 
soften our message for consumption by 
the mainstream. Or, it might hide some-
thing very sad: our own attempt to not ac-
cept what has been done to us as a col-
lective community for years – and that, my 
friends, is torture.

We use terms like hate crimes, pray 
away the gay … but much that has been 
done to “cure” LGBT is sheer torture. And 
yes, I’m even talking about the water tor-
ture. So once again, let’s go back in recent 
history to make the points and hopefully 
get us back on the right track, as we are 
literally fighting to save children’s lives.

For years, going back even before 
there were lobotomies – oh yes, many lo-
botomies were performed on LGBT peo-
ple – society attempted to try and find a 
way to “change” us, making us holy het-

erosexuals. When threat of religion and 
criminal justice began to fail, medical sci-
ence showed up with lobotomies. Then, 
psychiatry put its hand in with aversion 
therapy, which uses the Pavlovian dog-like 
training to force us to be heterosexual with 
a handful of horrific tortures. There’s the 
electric-shock system, some connected 
to genetics, water treatment – hey, they 
had it before President Bush – and then 
there were drugs of various types, some of 
which stopped people from breathing be-
fore an antidote was administered. They 
lost a few on that one, but hey, better dead 
than a fag.

Now comes conversion therapy. But 
this one targets mostly children whose 
parents are now trying to “save” them. 
Almost all the types of torture I’ve listed 
above have been used in some of these 
conversion camps … and others. ABC 
News investigative reporter Brian Roberts 
did one of the best one-hour reports on 
this practice on “20/20.” It showed corporal 
punishment, imprisonment and lots more.

I think you get the idea. It’s time to 
speak out strongly. Say it loud, say it clear-
ly: Conversion therapy is child torture. t

Conversion Therapy is Torture
 // MARK MY WORDS

Discrimination against LGBT people is 
often once-removed, shielded under dou-
ble-speak and fraudulent intentions. So, 
it’s refreshing, really, when a company 
comes right out and says in black-and-
white that gay men aren’t worthy of the 
same protections as everyone else.

In a pre-authorization denial letter to a 
gay patient seeking Truvada as PrEP, unit-
ed Healthcare cited “high risk homosex-
ual behavior” as their reason for denying 
his claim. Seriously. Because we all know 
PrEP is meant for people who are, you 
know, not at risk for HIV infection.

That’s not all. The letter from United 
Healthcare refers to their criteria for au-
thorization, among them “to reduce the 
risk of sexually acquired HIV-1 infection in 
adults at high risk.” So, adults at high risk 
are okay. Homosexual behavior crosses 
the line. (Strange, considering this United 
Healthcare Truvada criteria document from 
2013 makes no mention of the sexuality of 
the patient.)

The patient denial letter makes the ob-
scene disconnect pretty clear.

James Krellenstein, a member of ACT 
uP NYC (and one of my “HIV Advocates 
to Watch” in 2015) who once convinced 
the FDA to approve the Alere Rapid HIV 
Test, was absolutely livid when he posted a 
redacted version of the United Healthcare 
letter on social media this week. He was no 
less incensed in our interview.

“This is a direct attack on the rights of 

Insurer Denies 
Truvada Due 

to ‘High Risk 
Homosexual 

Behavior’

our community to have access to health-
care,” James said. “It is preventing people 
from protecting themselves from HIV infec-
tion. This is unacceptable. You can’t dis-
criminate against gay patients. You can’t 
endanger patients’ welfare because of 
your homophobia.”

You can help fight this decision. James 
has created a letter to the Commissioner of 
the New York State Department of Health. 
Read it. Then sign on to the petition sup-
porting the letter.

“The commissioner can rule they are 
discriminating,” said James, “if he finds 
they are discriminating they can pull them 
from the health insurance market. He has 
the authority to do anything. We want Unit-
ed Healthcare to disclose to the commis-
sioner how many people have been denied 
for similar reasons, and an assurance that 
this conduct will cease immediately.”

The fact that Truvada for PrEP requires 
a pre-authorization process at all is ludi-
crous. “They could change this tomorrow,” 
said James. “It is an extra hurdle to get the 
drug, including filling out forms that ask 
questions about sexual behavior that then 
go through another level of bureaucracy.”

Don’t even get James started about the 
cost of Truvada as PrEP, considering gile-
ad, the maker of the drug, did not fund the 
research that proved the drug to be effec-
tive as PrEP. “The research was paid for 
by the US taxpayer,” James explains. “And 

they continue to raise the cost of the drug, 
10% this year alone. They charge $1500 
a month for this drug and manufacture it 
for $9. Based on their research investment 
in Truvada, Gilead should be charging the 
price of a bottle of aspirin for it.”

“I know people who had to stop using 
Truvada because they couldn’t afford it. 
The can’t afford the out of pocket costs, 
the co-pays or the deductibles, which can 
be really high. Gilead has a patient assis-
tance program that covers up to $3,600 
dollars in costs, but lower quality health 
plans can have medication deductibles as 
high as $6,000 or more.”

There has been no response, as of yet, 
from either United Healthcare or Gilead in 
regards to this case, or about their pre-au-
thorization process or criteria. So now is 
the perfect time to sign the petition.

Stay tuned. t

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous
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per. If your roommate or your cousin Bob 
claims he can stare straight into the sun for 
five minutes with no loss of vision and says 
only wusses think they need special glass-
es to watch an eclipse, please don’t listen 
because he is wrong. There are no pain 
sensors in the retina, the part of the eye 
where images are created. Since people 
don’t feel pain when the retina is injured, 
they don’t realize that some 
of their rods and cones, the 
building blocks of vision that 
make up the retina, have 
been literally coagulated – 
melted – and permanently 
destroyed. Because only a 
small section of the retina 
is destroyed, there may not 
be noticeable loss of vision right away. The 
vision loss becomes obvious as the per-
son ages and becomes blind or near-blind. 
For an understanding of the importance of 
doing everything you can to protect your 
vision, ask anyone blind or with low vision 
how vision loss has affected their life.

The effect of direct sunlight on rods 
and cones is similar, but worse, than the 
effect of looking directly at the bright arc 
produced by a welding torch or a laser. 

A/C, Plumbing and Heating • Service, Repair and Installation

Our on time, highly 
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By now, just about everyone in the US 
knows that a total eclipse of the sun will 
be visible over 14 states in the early after-
noon of Monday, August 21st. Unfortunate-
ly, too few people know how to observe the 
eclipse safely or understand how import-
ant it is to protect their vision. And to make 
matters worse, the market has been flood-
ed with dangerous fake “eclipse glasses.”

People find it hard to believe that a sin-
gle direct peek at the sun can cause eye 
damage, but it can. The sun burns the ret-
ina because the retina concentrates light. 
The effect is the same as using a magni-
fying glass to burn a hole in a sheet of pa-

Safe Eclipse 
Viewing

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Anyone familiar with the use of welding or 
laser tools knows that protective glasses 
must always be worn to protect the eyes. 
Speaking of welding, some articles sug-
gest that welding glasses can be used to 
safely view the eclipse. This 
is only true if the welding 
glasses have an infrared (IR) 
protection level of 14. The IR 

protection lev-
el is printed 
on the glasses. 
Most welding 
glasses are rat-
ed at only IR 11 
or 12.

For effective 
eye protection, 

use NASA or AAS (American Astronomical 
Society) approved cardboard frame glass-
es printed with ISO-12312-2 on the frame. 
Both NASA and AAS have safety informa-
tion and lists of recommended vendors on 
their websites. Many of the vendors listed 
have sold out; you may have better luck 
starting from the bottom of the list then 
at the top. Locally, many libraries, sci-
ence museums, natural history museums, 
and observatories have glasses available 

QUaLiTy OF LiFe

or can suggest where they can be pur-
chased. To protect your eyes, the glasses 
must block over 90% of all visible and IR 
light. The lens- es should be so 

dark and block 
so much light 
that only the 
sun can be 
seen through 
them. If you 
put on the 
glasses (not 
looking at 
the sun) and 
can see 
anything at 

all, if you can distinguish a 
wall from a window or see any edges, the 
glasses are not dark enough. Check the 
glasses lenses for wrinkles, scratches, or 
chips. If any are found, the glasses should 
not be used because the damaged areas 
will let in too much light. When you are 
sure your glasses are dark enough and 
undamaged, put the glasses on before 
looking at the sun. Look away from the 
sun before taking the glasses off.

Some people suggest that children, in 
particular, should only be allowed to watch 
solar eclipses on TV. That’s probably go-
ing too far. Children should wear the same 
type of protective glasses that adults do. 
Children and teens should be supervised 
to make sure they do not take off their 
eclipse glasses while looking at the sun. 
People who wear glasses should put the 
eclipse glasses on over their regular glass-
es.

Many ways of viewing a solar eclipse 
that in the past were thought to be safe 
are now known to be dangerous. Some ex-
amples of protection methods that do not 
work: 

•  Sunglasses, no matter how dark, no 
matter if prescription or not

•  Smoked glass
•  Any kind of film
•  Polarized filters
Because the lenses in cameras, binoc-

ulars, and telescopes concentrate light by 
thousands-fold, looking at the sun through 
any of these will cause retinal burns even 
if you are wearing eclipse glasses. If you 
plan to look at the eclipse through a cam-
era, binoculars or a telescope, you must 
attach a filter made for this purpose to the 
far side of the instrument, not to the side 
you look into. These filters are available in 
camera stores. t

dr. eva Hersh is a Baltimore family 
physician. Please send questions and com-
ments to her by email at dr.eva@baltimore-
outloud.com.
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Meanwhile, it is so easy to worry and to 
expend energy that way. But Charlie Brown 
of the Peanuts cartoon fame reminds us: 
“Worrying won’t stop the bad stuff from 
happening. It just stops you from enjoying 
the good.” Thanks, Charles Schultz… With 
that in mind, we have to be mindful of other 
people’s negativity. I read a neighborhood 
post about a mugging – no minor issue and 
something to be aware of. But it was fol-
lowed by fear-mongering, telling people to 
stay in their houses, to be armed, and to be 
afraid, to be very afraid. This was quite out 
of proportion to the crime that was commit-
ted, It is so important to have a realistic per-
ception of what occurred, and not to let pes-

simism and negativity 
to overwhelm us. It is 
also crucial to be able 
to compartmentalize 
at times and give our 
brains a break. I find 
it encouraging that I 
come across articles 
and even puff piec-
es that advocate 

disconnecting from 
social media periodically. 

We need to remember and to remind 
others that each little step counts, that Rome 
was not built in a day, and we have to sa-
vor even the tiniest bits of progress that gets 
us closer to the goal. Reaching to others, 
supporting whatever you can do to march 
toward better times, whether physically or 
in other ways, will help all of us get there 
together. I have made numerous calls to 
members of Congress, and look! With the 
thousands beside myself, that had a huge 
effect on healthcare legislation.

So I encourage all of you to be positive, 
to support each other, to focus on your rela-
tionships, and not to lose faith that we can 
get to progress and better times again.

Carpe diem! t

As I start to write, my mind goes back and 
forth between the unsettling atmosphere of 
right now and the comfort that presence of 
a partner and family brings. We are all deal-
ing with the fallout from the travel ban, the 
transgender ban, climate denials, white su-
premacist meetings, and need I say 
more? It is the undo-
ing of progress in all 
these areas that cre-
ate yes, anxiety and 
depressive thoughts in 
most of us. Add to that 
the global reputation of 
the US, and it is hard 
not to want to dig a hole 
and crawl in it.

So it is especially in these 
kinds of turmoil that we need connections, 
emotional bonds, and support from those 
and toward those we feel close to. Human 
beings look for comfort not only in emotional 
terms, but also in physical contact. Holding 
one’s hand, giving a pat on the back, or a 
warm hug reinforce the sense that we are 
together and that there is strength in that. 

It is also important to remember that 
nothing in life is permanent. Rain will stop. 
Night will end and dawn will bring light. I 
think the Chinese believe that all relation-
ships end, one way or another. So recog-
nizing this temporariness can help in even 
the hardest of times. We know that the pen-
dulum will swing back and better times will 
emerge, if we persevere and stand with one 
another.

Mind Split

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.by aarOn CaHaLL
chase Brexton Health care
A new school year often means new chal-
lenges for gender-expansive youth, e s -
pecially those who are about to 
start at a new school, or who are 
expressing their gender differently 
than when classes ended the year 
before. Students often question 
where they can turn for help at 
their school, and what outside 
resources are available.

To answer these ques-
tions, we sought the advice 
of Dr. Elyse Pine, an interna-
tionally-recognized pediatric 
endocrinologist and a lead 
clinician with The LGBT 
Health Resource Center 
of Chase Brexton Health 
Care’s Gender JOY pro-
gram, which addresses 
the needs of hundreds of 
transgender and gender 
non-conforming youth 
and their families.

what advice would 
you give middle school 
and high school-age 
gender-expansive youth as they go back 
to school?

Starting a new school year can be an 
anxious time, but I would advise them to be 
positive and hopeful for a great year. Mary-
land has protections for transgender and 
gender-expansive students, available at Ti-
nyurl.com/MDTransLaw. Students can use 
their preferred name and pronouns whether 
or not they have had a legal name change 
or any type of medical treatment. 

How can students deal with instanc-
es of bullying or harassment, and where 
can they turn to for help?

All Maryland schools have policies 
that protect students from bullying based 
on sexual orientation and gender identity. 
Sadly, nearly half of LGBT students have 
faced some form of harassment, according 
to a recent survey conducted by GLSEN. 
School programs such as Gay-Straight Al-
liance clubs can be a source of support and 
are present in more than three-quarters 
of Maryland schools. Ninety-eight percent 
of students surveyed by GLSEN said they 
were able to find at least one supportive ed-
ucator in the school system to turn to for 
help. 

How do i know how “out” i should be 
about my identity?

That is a very personal question, and 
very personal decision. Some people are 
able to live fully and authentically in all 
parts of their lives, and some people are 

in situations where that is not 
possible. It can be 

very tough 
to transition 
in a situa-
tion without 
support from 
family and 

c o m m u n i t y . 
It can be very 
comforting to 
know all the in-
formation about 
your rights and 

know the available 
resources even 
if you are not us-
ing them right now. 
GenderSpect rum.
org is a great online 

resource, with lots of 
information.

what resources are there in Mary-
land for transgender youth?

In addition to the LGBT Health Re-
source Center’s Gender JOY program, 
which now offers comprehensive care to 
more than 800 gender-expansive youth 
and their families and is the only program 
of its kind in greater Baltimore, there are 
several great resources in the Maryland 
area. In Baltimore, Star Track has a sup-
port group for transfeminine youth “Girl 
Talk.” There are groups through PFLAg 
for teens called “Rainbow Youth and Al-
lies” and for Tweens in Howard County. 
GLSEN has great resources and can be a 
support for school issues and bullying/ha-
rassment. Ally Moms (Callhimhunter.word-
press.com/ally-moms) is a great resource 
with a list of mothers of transgender youth 
and a place to talk to a supportive parent. 
There are two upcoming conferences with 
lots of information on transgender youth: 
The Philadelphia Trans Health Conference 
from September 7th to 9th and Gender 
Conference East in Newark, New Jersey 
on November 4th. t

For more information about the Gender 
JOY program and The lGBT Health re-
source center, call 410-837-2050 x1049 or 
visit resourcecenter.lgbt.

School Tips for Gender-  
-Expansive Youth
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Dr. elyse Pine 
– pediatric 

endocrinologist
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As a practicing urologist, as well as the 
author of The Ultimate Guide to male Sex-
ual Health: How to Stay Vital at any age 
(second edition), my professional activities 
have centered around the diagnosis and 
treatment of urologic cancers. I’ve been a 
longtime supporter of the LGBTQ commu-
nity, and during my 30-year practice, it has 
been my clinical observation that the basic 
psychological, physiological, emotional, 
and physical aspects of sexuality are blind 
to gender identity and sex-
ual orientation. Although 
my book mainly addresses 
male sexuality and the pe-
nis, my hope is that it will 
help all readers “with a pe-
nis in their lives.”

The seed for my book 
was planted in 1993 when a 
patient suggested that I write 
a popular book about male 
sexual health. Then he held 
up a three-by-five card with 
his recommended title: “Penis 
Power.” This was years before 
the ubiquitousness of the Inter-
net, before Howard Stern, and 
before Viagra.

At that time, to have the 
word “penis” on the cover of a main-
stream men’s health book was taboo. I ex-
plained to the publisher that the word “pe-
nis” accurately describes a body part, and 
that word is to the urologist what the word 
“heart” is to the cardiologist. However, my 
shouts of “Get over it!” were to no avail. 
The fact that so many people snicker or 
feel uncomfortable when they read or hear 
the word “penis” was just one more reason 
I felt I had to write this book. 

One of my main goals in writing this 
book has been to cure what I call “penis 
weakness,” a condition that is plaguing men 
at an alarming rate and is compounded by 
their lack of knowledge of exactly what’s 
going on in their bodies – and their brains. 
Unfortunately, many men who suffer from 
the anxiety and self-doubt caused by penis 
weakness, irrespective of their sexual ori-
entation, do so with very little support from 
the medical community. My book address-

es the malady directly and speaks to men 
and women, straight couples, gay couples, 
and everyone in between. Readers will 
gain the skills and confidence they need to 
overcome penis weakness by understand-
ing the facts about male genital health and 
sexual potency. 

With the commercial success of major 
pharmaceutical drugs designed to “cure” 
erectile dysfunction, some of the signif-
icant issues of male sexual health have 
become part of our social consciousness. 
Yet many men and their partners are still 
depriving themselves of the complete 
sexual satisfaction and enjoyment they 
deserve. Insecurity and uncertainty about 
sexual performance remain key problems 
for many of my patients. 

My goal is to help every man not only 
learn the penis’s biologic functions but un-
derstand that the penis is much more than 

the condition of its blood 
vessels and nerves – it is 
an organ of expression. 
A man’s penis is what he 
thinks it is!

Although this book 
is about male sexuality 
and male physiology, it 
speaks to both male and 
female readers. The 
principles presented can 
be used by all men and 
their wives, husbands, 
girlfriends, boyfriends, 
and partners. I want 
readers to become pe-
nis experts – to know 
how the male genital 
system works, how 

and why it does not work on oc-
casion, and how to get it to work again for 
as long as possible.

A lot of information in the book will sur-
prise you. Some of it may shock or outrage 
you. I firmly stand behind my observations 
with one purpose only: to end the plague 
of penis weakness and the associated 
frustration and despair that prevent men 
and women from achieving the sexual hap-
piness they deserve. Often, a simple shift 
in attitude and an adjustment in behavior 
patterns can give us the strength and con-
fidence we need to achieve happiness in 
our sex life and ultimately in every aspect 
of who we are as human beings. t

dudley S. danoff, md, FacS, is the 
attending urologic surgeon and founder/
president of the cedars-Sinai medical 
center Tower Urology Group in los an-
geles, california. He is the author of the 
Ultimate GUide to male SexUal health: how 
to Stay Vital at any aGe.
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surprise yourself. You may have really hit 
the mark. But, if during this exercise, you 
discover that you missed the mark, it will 

give you the opportunity to do better.
We all have the potential to be the best 

we can be. If you don’t know where you 
were, how will you know where you can go. 
Dr. Seuss said “Oh the places you’ll go.” 
Go with a good heart, an open hand, and 
kindness towards others and yourself. t

contact rabbi Jan dodi at rebtova@
rebtova.org

FaiTH

did. There are definitely times when I am 
proud of what I did do. 

This past year was definitely hard. I 
lost my mom 11 months ago. Although we 
were never close, I have found that 
there are times when 
I thought of calling 
her just to talk. I have 
tried to reach out to 
my father a bit more 
often than I used to. 
I know that he will not 
be there forever, but it 
is still not always easy 
to pick up the phone 
and call. I used to be 
better at reaching out, 
but that was through 
email. He doesn’t read 
his email any more. I 
wish he did.

Have I been a good friend? I think I can 
check this off my list as a having done a 
pretty good job. Could I have done more? 
Of course. 

Have I been a good parent? Well, my 
family is all grown. I could have been bet-
ter at staying in touch more often. They 
know that they can call on me and I will be 
there for them. 

The Hebrew month before the Jewish New 
Year is called Elul. This month is the time 
to get spiritually ready to face the new 
year. It is time to take inventory of my past 
year. What have I done that missed the 
mark? What did I do that I am proud of? 
How could I have done things differently? 

Very deep questions. In reviewing this 
list, I see that there were times when I 
didn’t extend a hand or friendly word when 
I could have. I didn’t try a little harder to be 
there for my fellow travelers through their 
life journeys. I could have done more. But, 
when – all of us – when can we do less? 
We can’t. So, although I am guilty of not 
doing enough, I must also look at what I 

What’s Happening 
for Me Spiritually

Offers a safe, warm, and welcoming place for 
transgender men and women to meet for support 

and peer networking.
Our social group meets twice a month on

the 2nd and last Wednesdays, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Individual support is also available.

Program services focus on health and wellness, 
personal achievement, and community building.

All services are free!

For more information call Falina at 410-837-5573
AIDS ACTION Baltimore

10 E. Eager Street Baltimore, MD 21202

What about my neighbors? I have 
reached out to new neighbors trying to 
help them get acquainted with life in our 
neighborhood. I want them to feel wel-

come, something that 
was not done for us 
when we moved in. 
I know how import-
ant it is to know who 
lives next door. The 
Torah teaches that 
we should welcome 
the stranger, for we 
were once strang-
ers in the land. I 
hope they feel wel-
come.

In my pastoral 
role, was I there for 
those in their time 

of need? Again, I was there, but I am sure 
I could have done more. 

You probably guessed that I am not just 
sharing this with you so that you can see 
how I did. I am sharing this because I think 
all of us can take the time to review our 
past year. Some of you may do this before 
the beginning of the secular new year or at 
your birthday. If you haven’t gone through 
this exercise recently, give it a try. You may 

Speaks
Spirt

By Rabbi Jan Dodi

“Dr. Seuss said ‘Oh 
the places you’ll go.’ 

Go with a good heart, 
an open hand, and 
kindness towards 

others and yourself.”
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ment favorites and presenting new shows. 
Many of our patrons visit us every season. 
While the first question is “What’s new this 
year?” It’s immediately followed with, “But 
I hope you have my favorite act – you can 
never change that!”

Spedden isn’t just responsible for de-
signing what palace intrigue happens in 
King Henry VIII’s court. “On the village 
side, we have the competition between two 
villages – our own Revel Grove, and their 

nemesis: the village of Tiddington – which 
is a real village in Oxfordshire, by the way. 
This year there is dispute on who actually 
owns the land. Plus, we have a story which 
delves into some of the rich folklore and 
superstitions of the time. Also, we have 
the beginnings for the rumble of witchcraft 
hysteria, which would increase through the 
decades and is known to most Americans 
later in its manifestation in the Salem witch 
trials.”

Many of these stories are told in stage 
shows and improvisation in the pathways 
during the day. Spedden continued, “In ad-
dition, our busy actors also participate in 
STREETspeare, which is a program 
I developed last season. All through 
the day we present very short 
scenes by Shakespeare and other 
period writers throughout the vil-
lage. The Shakespeare fans in the 
crowd can even visit our customer 
service and receive a STREET-
speare playing card – not unlike a 
bingo card – and as they see each 
scene the actors will stamp their 
card. People really loved it last season and 
enjoyed trying to catch all of the scenes for 
a full card.”

Spedden’s work with the Renaissance 
Festival began immediately after college. 

“I began as an actor. I had always been 
an Anglophile, so the event blended two 
things for me – my love of England and 
acting.” Spedden continued, “I started as 
an actor, then slowly began directing. First 
the Royal Court, then some shows. The 
former entertainment director was leav-
ing the festival and I put my hat in the ring 
for the job That was more than 25 years 
ago, and both the show and my duties 

have grown throughout the years.” 
Spedden was able to incorporate 
all of her interests into her profes-
sion. “When I was in college my 
only interest was that of being an 
actor, but slowly I found great sat-
isfaction from creating, writing, di-
recting, and planning events. The 
festival allows me to pursue all of 
these interests.”

Spedden believes that the 
Maryland Renaissance Festival 
has a charm whose spell is cast 
on all who attend. “I often have 
people tell me they love to peo-
ple-watch at the festival. And one 
reason for that is the diversity 
of the crowds. Most shows and 

events – be it the opera, sporting events, 
or concerts – have a core demograph-
ic who attends. When we say there is 
something for everyone here, those aren’t 
empty words. You see families with young 
children, LGBT and straight, young and 
old, blue collar and white collar, symphony 
lovers and rock-and-rollers. There simply 
is not one demographic for our event. And 
everyone gets along and has fun. The fes-
tival is a welcoming environment that al-
lows patrons to step into another time and 
place. It is a much-needed vacation from 
the real world. The second element is the 
connection many people feel to the event 

itself. We have patrons who come to vis-
it every 19 days of our 
season. Others visit at 
least several times. Be-
cause we are now in our 
41st season, we see pa-
trons who were here as 
kids returning with their 
grandchildren. We are 
an event where the focus 
is on people, not rides or 

technol - ogy. That connection runs 
quite deep for many of our patrons.” t

For more info on the 41st maryland re-
naissance Festival, visit marylandrenais-
sanceFestival.com 
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Renaissance Festival: A Revel 
for Everyone—continued from page 1

by Mae OPHeLia PeTerSOn
Are you looking for something new and dif-
ferent to do with yourself, something both 
physically and mentally challenging, that 
gets you out of the house and up on your 
feet, involves connecting with other people, 
allows you to be yourself and provides a lot 
of fun and joy? Then make plans to come to 
Chesapeake Squares’ Open House Party on 
Tuesday night, August 29th. Come try your 
hand – or more likely, your feet – at Modern 
Western Square Dancing. It’s not the square 
dancing of your parents or grandparents, with 
bolo ties and crinolines (unless you want to 
wear them!) but a come-as-you-are / be-who-
you-want activity that’s danced to a variety of 
popular music from 
yesterday and today.

C h e s a p e a k e 
Squares is Bal-
timore’s friendly 
LGBTQ square dance 
club for everyone. 
The club was found-
ed in 1986. Members 
gather every Tues-
day evening through-
out the year at the 
Waxter Center in the 
Mount Vernon area 
of Baltimore City to 
socialize and dance 
to live callers and re-
corded music. Ches-
apeake Squares is 
a member organiza-
tion of the Interna-
tional Association of 
Gay Square Dance Clubs, which has over 
60-member clubs in countries around the 
world. In addition to dancing in one’s home-
town, there are “fly-ins” held over weekends 
in different cities all around the US where 
members can go to dance and make new 
friends. Chesapeake Squares has hosted its 
own fly-in, “Pass the Ocean, Hon!” in Reho-
both Beach for over 30 years. 

Square dancing is made up of many 
different “calls,” or directions for how eight 
people – four couples – move around a 
square. A caller’s job is to direct those eight 
people through a series of intricate patterns, 
bringing them back to their original starting 
locations after 15 minutes of brisk physical 
and mental activity. The calls are divided 
into levels and dancers attend classes to 
learn calls associated with specific levels. 
Everyone starts with the basic Mainstream 
calls and one can continue dancing the 

Mainstream level for the rest of one’s danc-
ing life. Other dancers may move on to the 
levels of Plus, Advanced, and beyond.

One of the things that is special about 
LGBTQ square dance clubs is that everyone 
is welcome to dance and each person can 
choose whether to learn what is traditionally 
the boy’s part or the girl’s part – the lead or 
the follow, the beau or the belle – and many 
people eventually learn to dance both roles. 
There is no dress code – participants dress 
for comfort. Both singles and couples are wel-
come. If you don’t provide your own dancing 
partner, you will find one – or several – when 
you show up to dance. You don’t have to 
identify as LGBTQ to dance with Chesapeake 

Squares. Dancing is open to all.
Chesapeake Squares will be starting a 

Beginners’ Class on September 12th, and 
the club is hosting an Open House Party so 
interested people can come and see what 
today’s LGBTQ square dancing is all about. 
The Open House Party will take place on 
Tuesday night, August 29th at the Waxter 
Center (1000 Cathedral Street, at the cor-
ner of Eager Street). There’s free parking in 
the lot adjacent to the building; entry is from 
Tyson Street. The doors open at 7 pm with 
dancing starting promptly at 7:30 and end-
ing at 8:45. No experience is necessary. No 
partner is required. Singles are welcome, as 
are couples or triples or groups of friends. 
Refreshments will be provided. And the 
event is free. Come prepared to learn new 
ways to move, to meet new friends, and to 
laugh, and have fun. t

For more info, it’s capeakesquares.org.

They’ve got
mail!

Chesapeake Squares: 
Open House, August 29th

Square is 
hip!
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lowing 9/11. It was absolutely difficult be-
cause the actors were in shock. It turned 
out that weekend was one of the best at-
tended for the festival in years. It’s differ-
ent stuff for different people, but overall, 
it’s an avenue to escape. It’s time to put 

they took my trepidation and 
nervousness at face value and 
the first day when I showed up 
they were there to support me.” 
Nelson is very aware and en-
amored to the fans who attend 
the festival each year. “We 
call them ‘play-trons’.” Nelson 
laughed. “That’s because they 
show up every weekend and 
in costume. They helped me 
ease into this lifestyle.”

Nelson says he enjoys 
playing King Henry VIII be-
cause the character is so 
multifaceted. “It’s an oppor-
tunity to become not only 
one character that is very 
different for me as a person, but 
being at the festival allows me to become 
several different characters, as well. There 
is the King Henry VIII version that appears 
during the court shows. That version of 
him is very dramatic and very historically 
accurate. He can be a tyrant and he does 
have the problems with the wives. What 
was happening in 1527 is very good for 
storyline purposes. A lot of good historical 
figures meet, and as a performer you can 
really dig your teeth into it.”

“Then, you get offstage and you be-
come almost like Mickey Mouse in Dis-
ney World, for a lack of better term. You 
become a street character that interacts 
with patrons at the festival. We all do a lot 
of work with children and families out on 
the streets of the festival. Those are the 
crowds you don’t want to bring the heavy 
drama into play.” Nelson joked, “I mean 
how do you talk to four-year-olds about 
divorce and adultery? When we get into 
the street, we play a different sanitized 
and clean version of our court. So, we get 
out on the street and deal with the boys 
who want to see valiant knights and girls 
who want to see princesses. There are 
also Shakespearean shows that go on in 
the street, as well. You get to play another 
character, entirely. I’m not only doing the 
king, but at one point in the afternoon my-
self and others approach a group of pa-
trons and we all whip off our hats and be-
come different characters. Playing King is 
fun, but there are so many different facets 
during the day that makes it interesting.”

While the Maryland’s Renaissance 
Festival is all about the 16th century, real-
ity today inevitably filters through. “I heard 
that from performers on the weekend fol-

by Frankie kUjawa
It’s rare to find royalty in Maryland today, 
however the incomparable Fred Nelson of 
the Maryland Renaissance Festival bedaz-
zles patrons in his royal regalia this month 
as King Henry VIII. 

“I’ve been playing King Henry VIII ev-
ery summer and fall for the past 16 years,” 
Nelson explains. It’s a curious job for a 
military brat who grew up in Spain, Ko-
rea, Guantanamo Bay (Cuba), and Guam 
– everywhere but England. “I didn’t have 
a lot to draw from when I started,” Nelson 
notes. As a more contemporary head of 
state might say, he adds, “I had to learn a 
lot on the job.”

“The way I got the role was interesting 
in itself,” Nelson says. “I had performed in 
theater all of my life. Back in early 2002, 
I was appearing in a Shakespeare pro-
duction out in Manassas, Virginia. I was 
approached at a cast party by a lady who 
asked me to come in and audition for her. 
Many other people in the cast knew this 
lady and what she was about, but I didn’t. 
Prior to this, I’d received a role in anoth-
er play, so I told her that I was a bit tied 
up and didn’t know that I could fit it in my 
schedule. The director knew this lady and 
said, ‘Fred, if you give up this opportunity, 
you will regret it for the rest of your life.’ It 
was kind of eerie, so I said okay, and I met 
with Carolyn Spedden [Current artistic di-
rector for Maryland Renaissance Festival]. 
I met her on the field and she had me read 
a couple of lines and thanked me. She 
then had some suggestions on how I could 
improve.” Nelson laughed. “I was having 
an ‘off day’ and I thought I blew the scene. 
Next thing I knew, she had called me back 
and asked if I would like to play the king.”

At this time, unbeknownst to Nelson, 
the former performer who played the King 
had passed away tragically in 2001. “He 
was being mourned by an entire communi-
ty who honestly didn’t want to see anyone 
else in the role. He had done it for such 
a long time that people didn’t want to see 
another king. I had found that our commu-
nity of fans were very organized online, 
even back in 2001. Before rehearsals, long 
before we opened, I reached out to them 
online and I said that I had been cast in 
this role and I had no idea the gentleman 
before me had passed away and was so 
beloved. I told them I was genuinely ner-
vous to take over the role. I truly believe 

The Royal Treatment with 
King Henry VIII

LiveLy arTS // OUT ON STAGE

Check out all three issues 
of Baltimore OUTloud for 
the latest Theatre Season 
Productions. Get some of 
the behind the scenes, 
stories, schedules of 

what's playing; where and 
who's who on stage!

the devices away, get back into the woods, 
and enjoy a whole world of pirates, knights 
jousting, court intrigue, and marvelous 
fun.” t

Fred 
nelson

as a man 
you wouldn’t 

want to 
marry
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gestion than explic-
it images and extra 
loud sound effects to 
scare you. The film 
actually takes its time 
getting to the horror, 
allowing us to get to 
know Linda and Jan-
ice (not so much the 
other “mean girls”) 
before the evil is un-
leashed. In the pre-
vious films that fea-
tured the doll, they 
took great care to 
never let us see the 
doll move, but I can’t 
be sure that happens 
in this film. There may be a moment when 
the head turns on its own ... or there may 
not. I can’t remember if I actually saw that 
happen or if it is just my mind telling me I 
saw that happen, and that’s a good thing 
because the filmmakers have succeeded 
in making us see more than what’s actually 
on screen.

One of the best scenes in the first mov-
ie took place in the basement storage area 
of the apartment building where a truly 
nightmarish black demon lurked. That de-
mon is present again here, using the doll 
as a conduit, making the Mullinses believe 
their daughter is communicating with them 
(as shown in a flashback) until they realize 
that what they think is Bee is something 
else. Since the demon is black, and it only 
manifests itself at night, we only ever get 
a few glimpses of it here and there which 
makes it all the more frightening. And this 
is no CGI creature either, being played 
once again by Joseph Bishara (who plays 
the demons in all of the conjuring movies). 
It’s all very effective.

The movie’s two name actors, LaPa-
glia and Otto, aren’t on screen all that 
much although Otto has the smallest 
screen time so the movie really rests on 
the shoulders of the two child actors, Wil-
son and Bateman. Wilson is terrific in her 
reactions to the horrors going on around 
her, and she also makes you feel for her 
as she tries to move into the inner circle of 
the four other girls. It’s never really clear 
why they don’t like her, perhaps because 
of her age, but one of the others is at least 
as young as she is. But if you’ve ever felt 
like the outsider among the popular kids, 
you can relate to Linda thanks to Wilson’s 
performance. Bateman has the harder 
job of playing a girl with polio, requiring a 
brace on one leg, not being able to real-
ly defend herself from the evil she’s un-
leashed. She features in one of the mov-
ie’s best jump scares (the woman behind 

by CHUCk DUnCan
It’s been three years since 
we first saw the cursed An-
nabelle doll in her own movie 
(don’t forget she was actually 
introduced in the original The 
conjuring), in what was a 1970s set “or-
igin story.” But with the film’s success, it 
was inevitable that there would be a sequel 
and, surprise, we get a prequel instead!

annabelle: creation takes place about 
24 years before annabelle and is, perhaps, 
the real origin story of the doll. The film’s 
story begins with the Mullins family, Sam-
uel (Anthony LaPaglia), Esther (Miranda 
Otto), and Bee (Samara Lee). Samuel is a 
dollmaker and Bee is their daughter, who 
apparently has some illness that is never 
specified, except her mother worries about 
her playing too hard and getting overheat-
ed. One day after church, a tragic accident 

me at the screening actually lost her shoe 
when she jumped) and then has to bal-
ance being Janice and something not quite 
Janice. Both of the girls are natural, never 
precocious, and make you invested in their 
fates.

If I have any complaints about the mov-
ie, it’s the too-heavy reliance on charac-
ters continuing to go places where they, 
and the audience, know they should not. 
I don’t know how many times Janice feels 
the need to return to the room she was told 
not to enter, but she does and it gets a lit-
tle frustrating that this is used as the film’s 
plot device. Going in once and unleashing 
the evil should have been enough, but to 

keep returning to the scene gets a little ri-
diculous. Otherwise, annabelle: creation 
is effectively atmospheric and scary, set-
ting you on the edge of your seat for the 
second half of the movie. And keep an eye 
out for the clever way the film ties into The 
conjuring 2 as Samuel looks at one of Sis-
ter Charlotte’s photographs ... and then 
stay till the end of the credits for a tease of 
what’s to come. t

Delivering the 
Scares takes Bee, and 12 years lat-

er a group of orphans is be-
ing welcomed (in the loosest 
sense of the word) into the 
Mullins home. Except Esther 
is confined to her room and 
Samuel is less than warm to 
the girls and their nun guard-
ian, Sister Charlotte (Stepha-
nie Sigman). Of the six girls, 
two of the younger ones are 

pretty much outcasts, Linda (Lulu Wil-
son) and Janice (Talitha Bateman), who is 
also disadvantaged because of her polio. 
Samuel warns Janice to never go into the 
room with the locked door, but of course 
the door opens itself one night to let Jan-
ice in. The problem is she inadvertently 
lets something out when she discovers the 
Annabelle doll in a locked closet lined with 
pages from the Bible.

annabelle: creation, like all of the films 
in what can now be considered a “Conjur-
ing Cinematic Universe,” is another throw-
back to the good old days of horror films 
that relied more on atmosphere and sug-

batteries
not included

Annabelle: 
Creation 
shows dolls 
aren’t always 
childs play
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“I don’t know how 
many times Janice feels 

the need to return to 
the room she was told 
not to enter, but she 

does and it gets a little 
frustrating that this is 
used as the film’s plot 

device.”
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by gregg SHaPirO
Most LGBT folks are probably more fa-
miliar with Rufus Wainwright (or his sister 
Martha or his late mother Kate McGarri-
gle) than they are with his father Loud-
on wainwright iii. But that doesn’t mean 
that Loudon doesn’t deserve his due. As 
a singer and songwriter, Wainwright ex-
celled at both. The 24-track compilation 
The Atlantic Years (Real Gone Music), 
which combines Wainwright’s first and 

second albums – the 1970 eponymous de-
but and the 1971 follow-up album ii – and 
adds a previously unreleased bonus track 
(“Drinking Song”), is proof positive. Wain-
wright’s trademark humor (see his 1972 hit 
single “Dead Skunk”) is also in evidence, 
along with his serious side, on songs such 
as the breathtaking “Old Friend,” as well 
as “School Days,” “Nice Jewish Girls,” 
“Movies Are a Mother to Me,” “Be Careful 
There’s a Baby in the House,” and “Glad to 
See You Got Religion.” 

At the forefront of the new romantic 
movement of the early 1980s (see early 
Spandau Ballet, see also Bow Wow Wow), 
adam and the ants incorporated fashion 
(pirate gear, anyone?) into the fun and ir-
resistible music on its 1980 debut Kings 
of the Wild Frontier (Columbia / Legacy), 
newly reissued in an expanded two CD 
deluxe edition. Led by gorgeous front-man 
Adam Ant (aka Stuart Leslie Goddard),the 
band knew the value of both a marketable 
image and an alluring beat, as you can 
hear on the excellent first two songs, “Dog 
Eat Dog” and “Antmusic,” as well as the ti-
tle track and “Don’t Be Square (Be There),” 
featuring the anthemic call “Antmusic for 
sex people / sex people for antmusic,” as 
well as the hopeful thought, “You might not 
like it not, but you will.” Disc one features 
the original album, along with seven bonus 
cuts, while the second live disc recorded 

at Park West in Chicago in 1981, includes 
three additional bonus tracks. 

Post-Nashville and pre-insurgent 
country, Steve earle, along with Dwight 
Yoakam and Nanci Griffith, helped to ush-
er in a whole new era of thinking-person’s 
country music during the mid-1980s that 
would have a long-lasting impact on the 
genre. To commemorate the 30th anniver-
sary of Earle’s celebrated debut album, 
a double disc expanded edition of Guitar 
Town (MCA Nashville / UMe) features a re-
mastered version of the original recording 
with a second disc recorded live in 1986 
at Park West in Chicago. Stellar tracks 
such as “Someday,” “Goodbye’s All We’ve 
Got Left,” “Little Rock ’n’ Roller,” “Think it 
Over,” and the title track are solid remind-
ers of Earle’s talent and examples of why 
he has attained career longevity. 

Soundgarden will always be known 
as one of the pioneers of the above-men-
tioned Pacific Northwest scene, personi-
fied by grunge. Perhaps the band’s biggest 
contribution to the genre is the late Chris 
Cornell’s heavy metal wail and the hard 
rock guitars. Years before they hit it big 
with major-label albums such as Badmo-
torfinger (containing “Jesus Christ Pose”) 
and Superunknown (featuring “Black Hole 
Sun,” “Spoonman,” and “Fell on Black 
Days”), Soundgarden released its 1988 
SST Records debut album Ultramega OK 
(Sub Pop), newly reissued in remixed and 
expanded edition that incorporates the Ul-
tramega eP of six early versions of songs 
from the album.

After years of perfecting the surf 
sound, The beach boys, led by tortured 
genius Brian Wilson, created one of the 
most innovative and enduring pop master-
pieces of the 1960s (and beyond) with Pet 
Sounds (Capitol / UMe), featuring clas-
sics such as “Wouldn’t It Be Nice,” “Sloop 
John B,” “Don’t’ Talk (Put Your Head On 
My Shoulder),” “God Only Knows,” “I Just 
Wasn’t Made For These Times,” and “Car-
oline No.” To commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of Pet Sounds’– go ahead, take 
a moment to absorb that – the ground-
breaking recording has been reissued in 
a five disc set (four CDs plus one Blu-ray 
audio) wrapped up in a hardbound book 
(complete with fuzzy goat and lettering on 
the cover) containing copious notes, pho-
tos, lyrics, and more. Disc one features 
the original album in mono and stereo, as 
well as “additional material.” Discs two and 
three contain 35 tracks listed as “The Pet 
Sounds Sessions” as well as more than a 
dozen “alternate versions.” The Blu-ray au-

Soundtrack for Nostalgia
dio disc contains the whole of Pet Sounds 
in 5.1 Surround Sound, mono, stereo, and 
stereo instrumental. 

Not obscure by any means, Cameron 
Crowe’s 1992 grunge-homage flick Sin-
gles is part of the quartet of films (includ-
ing Say anything…, almost Famous, and 
Jerry maguire) that established him as a 
filmmaker of substance; something that 
came to an abrupt end with Vanilla Sky 
and the films that followed. The 25th an-
niversary expanded, double-disc, deluxe 
edition of Singles: Original Motion Pic-
ture Soundtrack (Legacy) features songs 
by the superstars of the Seattle scene in-
cluding Pearl Jam, Alice in Chains, Mud-
honey, Screaming Trees, and Mother 
Love Bone. Seattle legends such as Ann 
and Nancy Wilson of Heart (performing as 
The Lovemongers), Jimi Hendrix and alt-
rock godfather Paul Westerberg (of The 
Replacements) can also be found on the 
first disc. The second disc of bonus mate-
rial features 18 additional tracks, some of 
which are previously unreleased or debut 
on CD for the first time. t

410-727-1112  •  chasecourt.com
1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD

Owned and Operated by David Egan, 
wedding columnist for BaltimoreOUTloud.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook at
ChaseCourtWeddingVenue

• ArchitecturAlly-stunning 
wedding venue • 

• indOOR & OuTdOOR wedding 
CeReMOnieS, ReCePTiOnS, 

And eLOPeMenTS •
• OveR 30 SAMe-Sex weddingS 

SinCe 2013 • 

Baltimore’s Friendly
LGBTQ Square Dance Club

for Everyone

Free Open House Party on August 29!
Fun Introduction to SQUARE DANCING!

Doors open at 7 pm • Dancing starts at 7:30 pm

No experience necessary
Everyone welcome • No partner needed

Dress is casual and comfortable

 NEW CLASS BEGINS SEPTEMBER 12 AT 7:30 PM!

Waxter Center, 1000 Cathedral Street, Baltimore, MD 21201
Across from City Café • Free parking

Questions? Email chesapeakesquares@yahoo.com 
www.chesapeakesquares.org

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ChesapeakeSquares/
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ity. Houston, who met Robyn Crawford in 
1979, considered her to be her “closest 
confidant,” and Robyn became instrumen-
tal in her career decisions. The pair were 
roommates for a time, which led to rumors 
about the two. One interview subject states 
that lesbians are not talked about in the 
black community, while another says that 
if Houston was an emerging artist today, 
being queer wouldn’t have been an issue. 
When Robyn was forced out of the picture, 
during Houston’s tumultuous marriage to 
Bobby Brown, drugs became a crutch for 
W h i t - ney. Even Brown thought 

that Whitney would still be 
alive if Robyn had been 
accepted into the Hous-
ton family. As one inter-
viewee boldly claims, 
Houston “died from 
a broken heart,” not 
drugs.

Of course, Whit-
ney: can i Be me 
also focuses on her 
meteoric rise. Mal-
leable Whitney was 
a perfect vehicle for 
record exec Clive 

Davis’s “foolproof vision” to 
create a pop icon. She didn’t disappoint, 
beginning with the massive sales of her 
debut album which went on to win sev-
eral awards, launching her career into 
the stratosphere. There is a great deal of 
focus on Whitney’s last successful world 
tour in 1999 which would become a “turn-
ing point” for her, as we watched her slow 
and painful decline. 

Interview subjects include Hous-
ton’s mother and 
brothers, child-
hood friends, her 
bodyguard, musi-
cal director, band 
members, backing 
vocalists, modeling 
agent, drug coun-
selor, and several 
Arista records staff 
members. As mu-
sic docs go, Whit-
ney: can i Be me is 

from the same family tree as Oscar-winner 
amy. It’s a welcome distraction from the 
dismal and unnecessary stage musical 
adaptation of The Bodyguard, currently 
making the rounds in theaters across the 
country. Rating: B+. t

Whitney: can i Be me airs on Show-
time on August 25th.

by gregg SHaPirO
Anyone who is old enough to remem-
ber the sensation of shock and sadness 
caused by the deaths of music icons Jimi 
Hendrix, Janis Joplin, and Jim Morrison in 
the early 1970s is well-aware of the histo-
ry of substance abuse and its connection 
to rock and roll. Still, that didn’t make the 
passing of Michael Jackson, Amy Wine-
house, or Prince, years later, any less dif-
ficult to bear.

This is especially true when it 
comes to Whitney 
Houston, whose his-
tory of drug addic-
tion, including over-
doses and denials, 
was public knowledge. 
Her 2012 death at age 
48, which some might 
say was not unexpect-
ed, left an unfillable gap 
in the world of popular 
music. The documentary 
Whitney: Can I Be Me 
(Showtime), co-directed 
by Nick Broomfield and 
Rudi Dolezal, combines in-
terviews with archival personal and perfor-
mance footage to flesh out Houston’s life 
story, warts and all.

“Can I be me” was said to be Whit-
ney’s favorite phrase, but according to 
the doc, she unfortunately never got to be 
herself. Born in Newark, New Jersey, in 
1963, and raised in Newark and East Or-
ange, Whitney sang 
in church under the 
direction and guid-
ance of mother Cis-
sy, who was also a 
gifted performer. But 
if there was ever an 
example of religion 
as a drug, the opiate 
of the masses, it was 
exemplified in Cis-
sy’s “fierce religion.” 
Right under her 
nose, her children, 
including Whitney’s brothers Gary and Mi-
chael were getting high from an early age. 
As it turns out, drug abuse was tolerated, 
but homosexuality wasn’t.

It’s on the topic of homosexuality 
that Whitney: can i Be me diverges from 
anything which preceded it by not sug-
ar-coating the issue of Houston’s sexual-
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ART & DESIGN STUDIO

DIAMOND SPONSORS GOLD SPONSORS

OPEN BAR BOTH NIGHTS  |  ORDER TICKETS NOW ▶

LABOR DAY WEEKEND ▶ SUNDANCE IS A TWO NIGHT EVENT 
at the Rehoboth Mall, 18908 Rehoboth Mall Blvd. (Please enter the Rehoboth Mall on the 
side facing Route 1, next to Tuesday Morning).

SUNDANCE AUCTION ▶ SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
Food by Plate Catering. Open Bar, Silent & Live Auction. 7-10PM. OPEN BAR
AUCTIONEER: LORNE CRAWFORD  |  MUSIC: STEPHEN STRASSER

SUNDANCE XXX: SOLAR NRG ▶ SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
The party begins at 8PM with dancing until 2AM. OPEN BAR
MUSIC: DJ/REMIXER JOE GAUTHREAUX  |  LIGHTS: PAUL TURNER

SUNDANCE 2017 tickets are $80 for both events or $45 for one event.
PURCHASE TICKETS: CAMPREHOBOTH.COM, CALL: 302.227.5620

A local media  production company is excited to 
announce its venture into live production with a 
new theatrical event now in the early stages of 
development. The new production will feature 

several drag performances throughout the year 
with at least one scripted stage production of 

well-known shows. The new venture aims to cast a 
wide range of drag performers, actors,

singers and dancers to appear in 
productions on a regular basis.

Casting is underway for talented, professional, 
funny performers with great personalities to 

represent the show in advertising and fundraising 
campaigns and to eventually appear in the shows. 
The performers cast will also serve as hosts for an 

evening of drag bingo to be held in the near 
future. If you are interested in learning more 

about this opportunity, please email 
mod-casting@outlook.com for more information.

whitney
Houston

“The documentary 
combines interviews 

with archival personal 
and performance 

footage to flesh out 
Houston’s life story, 

warts and all.”
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Time Travel To...

Fun! 

800-296-7304
MarylandRenaissanceFestival.com

Kids 15 & Under admitted FREE August 26th & 27th!

MaRyl and Renaissance Festival 

N e a r  a N N a p o l i s ,  i N  C r o w N s v i l l e ,  M D

Saturdays, Sundays & Labor Day Monday Through October 22nd

10 am - 7 pm
Rain or Shine

OpEns AUgUst 26th

Reduced  
Admission  

through  

September 10th! 

Visit Our Website 

 for details.
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of Pride 2018
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that successfully blending a family comes 
with a little bit of emotional growth. For ev-
eryone. t

No matter how you add kids to your house-
hold, things have to change. Schedules, 
furniture, and meal selections become dif-
ferent in many ways. Get-togethers with 
family and friends involve options for folks 
of all ages, or involve babysitters and de-
tails.

When we added babies to our fami-
ly, things changed in a predictable way. 
Grandparents oohed and ahhed over baby 
antics. Holidays became more kid focused. 
We emptied guest rooms of adult type fur-
niture and added things that were more 
kid friendly. We kept to our regular menu, 
when we weren’t too tired to cook, and 
added kid friendly options as our babies 
grew. We varied our schedules so that if 
one of us was at work or in class, the oth-
er could be home. We arranged for sitters 
to watch our kids when we had conflicts 
in overall schedule. It was predictable and 
easy. Others had done it before us. There 
was someone waiting with advice to share 
at every turn. 

And then, we adopted older children 
and teens. 

How hard could this be? We knew what 
we were doing. We’d been parents for at 
least 20 minutes. We had this down.

But, we didn’t.
Older kids and teens require more than 

a change of furniture and replacing the 
bunny wallpaper. It doesn’t matter if these 
kids join your family through adoption or 
as the result of finding a new life partner 
who brings kids into the mix. Older chil-
dren come with more than a suitcase full of 
clothes and a box of childhood memories. 
They arrive with truckloads of emotional 
baggage, too.

We found that the most challenging 
part was learning how to combine family 
traditions. 

We’re all tied to our family traditions. 
Think about it for a minute. I’m used to a 
big family Christmas celebration, with mul-
tiple trees and loads of gifts, amazing food, 
and lots of laughter. My partner’s family 
spent Christmas on the road, driving from 

house to house and waking on Christmas 
morning in a cheap hotel room. Christmas 
was limited to what could fit in the trunk 
of a car. Even when the kids grew up and 
Christmas was at the parents’ house, a ta-
bletop tree was the only decoration, din-
ner was nothing special, and each person 
received two generic gifts. Based on the 
experiences we had growing up, we had 
to decide how we could combine our tradi-
tions into something we both appreciated. 

Now, imagine doing that every time 
someone new joins the family. At one 
point, we were adding a kid or two a year. 
Many were old enough to remember. Some 
were old enough to understand. 

But, one of our guys really struggled 
with tradition. For him, holidays were hor-
rible. Family vacations never happened. 
No one in his family could cook, so the 
thought of a special meal made him ill. His 
mom was great at buying presents, but 
they were always for her. Imagine how he 
felt, as a young child, getting a treadmill 
for Christmas. What is a little boy going to 
do with a treadmill? So, his mother used it 
instead. 

When he joined our household, he 
struggled with our boisterous family gath-
erings. He believes that parties are money 
wasted that could be spent on more im-
portant things. He doesn’t understand why 
we let children over eight go out trick-or-
treating. And, the list goes on and on. 

We try to respect his feelings, but it’s 
hard to let go of everything that we know 
and love because it’s hard for him to accept 
those things. So, we have to compromise. 
I learned that the world doesn’t end if he 
is missing from the holiday table. We set a 
place for him, but if he chooses to stay in 
his room, then it’s okay, too. He now helps 
me with the Christmas shopping so that he 
feels like he is a part of the whole San-
ta thing. This way, when we are opening 
presents, he gets enjoyment from seeing 
the younger kids’ excitement. 

However, he still advocates for Thanks-
giving out of town, so that no one else can 
join us at the table. And, sometimes we 
give in. After all, we’re making new tradi-
tions to blend with the old. Summer vaca-

  OUT in THe vaLLey 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Blending 
Families

tions are at the lake as well as the beach. 
Christmas trees are both real and fake. We 
have fewer parties and more immediate 
family time. 

And while, there is a level of discomfort 
on both sides, sometimes, we have found 

by aDaM rOManik
Well with fall creeping up you might 
be looking for ideas to do on the 
weekends. Here’s something you 
may have done a long time ago or 
something you have never done – 
Trail Riding. Think of it … long walks in the 
woods with new friends where you just sit 
and let something else do the walking.

Join the members of Keystone State Gay 
Rodeo Association (KSGRA) as 
they host their family friend-
ly trail rides. KSGRA hosts a 
monthly trail ride throughout the 
states parks in our area. All are 
welcome to come out and ride. 

Don’t own a horse or nev-
er been on a horse, don’t wor-
ry lessons go with the ride and 
horses will be available to re-
serve. Depending on the time 
of the ride lunch is included or 
dinner with a bon fire to end 
the night. What a great way to 
spend a Saturday. 

The next ride is Saturday 
August 26th 11:30 am at Fowl-
ers Hollow State Park New ger-
mantown, Pennsylvania The 
ride will be approximately two-
and-a-half to three hours. 

Cost is $15 per adult, $8 per child ages 
6 to 12, children under five free. Lunch is in-
cluded and will be served around 11:30 am 
and ride will head out after lunch. All pro-
ceeds benefit Keystone State gay Rodeo 
Association. 

If riding is not your thing but you 
like to watch the speed and beau-
ty of a horse join us Sunday Au-
gust 20th at 11 am at Spring Valley 
County Park in glen Rock, Pennsyl-
vania for the KSGRA Open Gaming 

Show. Competitors will be competing in sev-
eral horse related events from the Keystone 
State Gay rodeo including Barrel Racing, 
Pole Bending, and Flag Racing. Another ro-

deo related event that 
we will be hosting that 
day is Goat Dress-
ing. For Goat Dress-
ing, you don’t have 
to know how to ride a 
horse to compete and 
anyone from any age 
is welcome to partici-
pate. Goat dressing is 
a laugh-out-loud fun 
event where a team of 
two people compete 
in a relay race to put 
underwear on a goat. 
The fastest team wins 
prizes and money. The 
KSGRA gaming show 
is a family friendly 
event and all are wel-
come to compete or 

just watch. Food will be available to purchase 
and admission for spectators is free. 

For more information or to see the other 
events coming up check out our web site at 
Ksgra.org. t

adam romanik is president of KSGra. 

What To Do On the Weekend?
Think 

rodeo!

All yay’s 
and no 
neigh’s 
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@ University System of Maryland 
at Hagerstown Courtyard

September 9th ~ 5pm - 9pm

All proceeds will go to Hagerstown Hopes.
Contact Mark Fadely at 

mfadely@hagerstownhopesmd.org for more information.

hagerstownhopesmd.org  |  Follow Us: 

Tickets $15 
Reserve your
tickets now!

Presents visibiliT
with

Jaimie    Wilson
& Local Guest Speakers

https://www.hagerstownhopesmd.org/visibilit

AUGUST 20 ● STARTING AT 11 A.M.
Spring Valley County Park

9777 Crest Road. Glen Rock, PA 17327
www.ksgra.com

SPONSORS:

All are welcome to attend!
Classes:

1. Small  fry 50 yard dash
2. Junior 50 yard dash
3. Adult 50 yard dash
4. Small fry pole bending
5. Junior pole bending
6. Small fry flag race
7. Junior flag race
8. Adult flag race
9. Goat dressing 

Exhibition barres $3 per run

10. 3D or 4D open barrel race ** $40
11. Small fry barrels
12. Junior barrels
13. Adults barrels

Small fry classes $5 each, junior and adult classes $10 each.  Money and ribbons will be given to all 
juniors and adult classes. Paybacks for adult and Junior classes will be 1st 20%, 2nd 15%, 3rd 10%, 4th 

5% for entries of over 8 raiders
** For jackpot 3D/4D depends on number of entries.  For 50 entries or less will be run as 3D. 

For 51 entries or more will be run as 4D.  80% Payback for open 3D/4D Barrel Race

Small Fry: ages 10 and under
Junior: ages 11-16
Adult: 17 and older

Food will be available for purchase
Free admission for spectators
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As you may or may not know, “Game of 
Thrones” is in the middle of its seventh 
season of shocking, amazing, and com-
pletely destroying the hearts and minds of 
the world. If you’re behind or not much of a 
fan, don’t worry – there won’t be any spoil-
ers and I’m not going to try to convert you. 
That said, there are a few “GoT”-related 
things we need to discuss.

What I love about “Game of Thrones” 
and other hugely popular television series 
is that they have a way of bringing people 
together. The show has millions of fans, 
but not all of them have access to HBO. 
People find creative ways of solving this 
problem and their solutions almost always 
involve other people. Some people have 
standing dates with friends who have HBO 

access to watch the newest episode on 
nights when everyone is free; others host 
viewing parties and watch the episode live. 

If you’ve never seen “Game of 
Thrones,” all I’ll say is that each episode 
covers a lot of ground, con-
tains lots of important 
information, and there 
will almost always be 
a minor character from 
the cast of hundreds 
whose name you can’t 
remember; thus, it’s a 
good idea to have a 
viewing buddy with 
you to help you 
figure out what’s 
going on in relation to 
what’s already happened, what’s 
happening now, and what you think is go-
ing to happen. For me, the real fun starts 
after the episode ends and everyone be-
gins speculating and piecing together the 
puzzle.

In this way, it’s a reminder that some 
things are better together, that we need 
other people to help us process what 
we’ve just experienced and to help us 
see the bigger picture that we may have 
missed. It’s a reminder that, however you 

Better Together

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s

watch the show, you’re participating with 
millions of other people around the world. 
That may not sound impressive, but if you 
consider that you now have something in 
common with that many people, you can’t 
help but feel that you’re part of something 

bigger than yourself, that there is 
something powerful in 

being part 
of such a 
large group.

I think 
it’s important 
to remember 
this as our 
community is 
again under 
attack. Ours 
is a vulnerable 
community; if 

we weren’t, our rights and is-
sues wouldn’t be debated, they would be 
accepted. Unlike the families/houses in 
“Game of Thrones,” LGBTQ folks aren’t for-
mally organized. We identify as part of the 
same community, but we are a rainbow of 
diverse beliefs, values, and backgrounds. 
We don’t have a union to represent us or 
speak for us, and sometimes we feel un-
der-represented. Yes, we have leaders and 

allies, but sometimes they seem loosely 
connected or their focus is divided.

Vulnerability is an important concept 
when you look at where we are socially and 
politically. Some believe that once you’re 
thought to be vulnerable, you become vul-
nerable. Once vulnerable, your options are 
defending yourself or surrendering. That’s 
why when I think about how a TV show can 
bring us together, my mind wonders what 
we vulnerable people can do if we work to-
gether. Alone, we can’t change the world, 
but together, we can make a difference. 

It’s likely that we will be a vulnerable 
community for the foreseeable future. It 
takes time for attitudes and opinions to 
adjust and we are currently in a state of 
transition. That said, if you prefer defend-
ing yourself to surrendering, there are 
some things you can do. Consider making 
a contribution to HRC or another LGBTQ 
organization that needs resources to rep-
resent us. Contributions are a form of rep-
resentation, a way of saying that you be-
lieve in and support the cause. Individually 
it may not amount to much, but if everyone 
does a little bit the end result is something 
massive, something bigger than ourselves, 
a sure sign that we are better when we work 
together. t
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Memberships / volunteers / donations: 
Hagerstown Hopes is always in need of 
volunteers, donations and sponsors. With 
Hagerstown Hopes being a non-profit, we 
are completely running off of funding from 
the public. We want to grow our offerings 
to the LGBTQ community and we cannot 
do that without your help. 

We are always on the lookout for com-
mittee members and volunteers. If you 
have a passion to help the LGBTQ com-
munity and have a bit of free time, contact 
us for more information and so we can see 
where you would fit within the Hagerstown 
Hopes family.

July kicked off our new membership 
program. Becoming a member of Hag-
erstown Hopes has many benefits. From 
receiving discounts off tickets to events, 
to receiving coupons to save money at 
restaurants, stores, and more, you defi-
nitely get your monies worth by supporting 
Hagerstown Hopes and becoming an offi-
cial member of our organization.

visibiliT: Hagerstown Hopes is proud 
to present VisibiliT with female-to-male 
transgender musician and advocate Jaim-
ie Wilson alongside local members of the 
transgender community. This event is tak-
ing place on September 9th from 9 am to 
5 pm at University System of Maryland at 
Hagerstown Courtyard.

Jaimie is primarily known for 
his Instagram page 
(@tboy61915) for 
documenting his 
f e m a l e - t o - m a l e 
transition. with 
transitioning comes 
vocal changes that 
Jaimie has learned 
to not just accept, 
but embrace with 
his music. Music 
was never a strang-
er to Jaimie’s life. 
His mother, Cheryl 
Wilson, is well known 
locally for her musi-
cal talents in singing 
and songwriting. At 
an early age Jaimie 
found himself along-
side his mother sing-
ing, sharing the musi-
cal passion that seems to run in the family. 
He started playing piano at the age of four, 
and progressing further with music by 
picking up the flute in early middle school. 
However, at the time, music was not Jai-
mie’s main focus. Jaimie was raised on a 

family owned farm and this environment 
encouraged his participation in the horse 
showing community. By the age of fifteen 
Jaimie had already re- c e i v e d 
copious amounts of 
awards and accolades. 
It was at this age that his 
mother decided to hand 
down a guitar that had 
gone untouched for 
years. Unbeknownst 
to Cheryl, she had 
opened up a whole 
new world for Jaimie. 
In merely a couple 
of days, Jaimie had 
familiarized himself 
with every string 
and every fret of 
the guitar. He be-
gan to turn single 
notes into chords, which gave 
him the ability to accompany his vocals. 
Because he is self-taught on guitar, Jaimie 
created his own direction with his music, 
this only fed his creativity that would soon 
lead to his composition of original work. 
Jaimie’s roots of country and gospel music 
are found in his early written melodies, but 
as time went on Jaimie began to acquire a 
music taste for each and every genre, thus 
resulting in a diverse music reperto-

ry that is relat-
able and en-
joyed by many. 
Because mu-
sic is not just 
a pastime, 
but instead 
a manner of 
life for Jaim-
ie, his heart 
and soul for 
music is well 
articulated in 
every song 
he sings. 
Real life ex-
p e r i e n c e s 
and emo-
tions help 
to shape 
J a i m i e ’ s 
songs. He 

strongly credits his well-rounded family 
and lifestyle as a fundamental attribution 
to his unique way of song structure and 
writing, both melodically and lyrically. It is 
clear to see all of the qualities and talents 
he possesses. His most valuable quality is 
not one that can be seen, but rather heard 

as he expresses his feelings through song. 
Jaimie lives and breathes music. It’s his 
escape. His dream. His life.

Proceeds for this event will go to-
wards funding Hagerstown Hope’s 

efforts for transgen-
der awareness, 
counseling, and 
advocacy in the 
Hagerstown area. 
To keep up-to-
date on develop-
ing programs and 
community out-
reach, like us on 
Facebook, follow us 
on twitter, subscribe 
to our mailing list, 
and check out our 
website!

grant writer: 
Hagerstown Hopes is 
looking for a grant 

writer. We have several opportunities for 
grants from foundations available, but 
need a writer that is familiar with writing 
and submitting proposals for planned proj-

ects. Also, the ability to write proposals for 
corporate grants. If you have this ability 
and would be interested in volunteering 
your time please contact Todd Garnand at 
301-573-1440. Grants are a vital part of 
this organization being a success and be-
ing able to have projects that give back to 
the community. 

Out of the Darkness walk: Next 
month, Hagerstown Hopes will be walking 
in the 2017 Hagerstown Out of the Dark-
ness Walk, on September 23rd. In addition 
to inviting you to join our team and walk 
with us to help bring awareness to and de-
velop advocacy for the American Founda-
tion for Suicide Prevention, we request that 
if you cannot join us for the walk that all 
donations go through our Facebook page. 
Let us all stand together and show our sup-
port for this foundation and the great work 
they’re doing. Remember, even something 
as simple as a smile to a passing stranger 
can make all the difference in the world. No 
one should be left to feel that their life isn’t 
worth living. t

On the Beat: Hagerstown Hopes Updates
  OUT in THe vaLLey 

HIV Testing Services: 
Easy, Fast and Free

Serving our LGBT Friends
in a comfortable, welcoming environment

Providing referrals for PrEP in Frederick County
Call 301-600-3342 for an appointment

Frederick County Health Department
350 Montevue Lane, Entrance B, Frederick, MD 21702

“Hagerstown Hopes is looking for a grant writer. We have several 
opportunities for grants from foundations available, but need a writer that is familiar with writing and submitting proposals for planned projects.”
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with those friends and family who mean 
the most to us. Those who were there were 
meant to be there and those who weren’t – 
we missed them.”

The excitement of the wedding itself 
was equally matched when a royal coro-
nation took place during the ceremony. “I 
was born a Prince of Ireland. Specifically 
a Prince of Joyce County of Ireland,” Floyd 
notes. “Back when my family was in pow-
er in Ireland, where the king and queens 
come from, my mother was Princess Ag-
nes Annora Dougherty – that’s the Irish 
connection. Because my mother was a 
princess, I was born Prince Floyd Vincent. 
My mother was born in Ireland, and my 

grandparents came here in 
1931. Her father was Prince Claude Zach-
ary.”

The “royal” treatment was something 
that touched Mark. “I was overjoyed that 
the Irish royal family were so welcoming 
and wanted this for Floyd and myself! I 
am honored to be part of something that 
is greater than I can ever begin to imag-
ine. I look forward to going to Ireland and 
meeting the king, queen, and princess in 
December of this year.”

Here’s to these two Country-Western 
Princes as they embark into the sunset to-
gether to celebrate their happily ever after. t 
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held in DC / Maryland area. I stat-
ed that the following year I was go-
ing to compete in just one event, 
goat Dressing. I went out in Phil-
adelphia and met a woman by the 
name of Jen Vrana. She literally 
‘roped’ me into the rodeo events. 
She was the founding president 
of the now defunct LGRA. She 
invited me out to a ‘rodeo school’ 
where we learned about the 
events and she even let me ride 
her horse Quinn. In September of 
2007, I competed in seven events. 
I walked away that weekend with five rib-
bons and from that time on I was hooked.” 

It was through those rodeos that Floyd 
and Mark first met. “The first time I met 
Floyd was at the LGRA Liberty Stampede, 
its inaugural rodeo in Philadelphia. The 
next time we met was at the MIGRA Windy 
City Rodeo in greater Detroit, and then in 
Chicago at the ILGRA Great Lakes Re-
gional Rodeo a week later,” he explains. 
“The ILGRA rodeo was where I got to see 
his ‘bad’ side.” 

by Frankie kUjawa
Once upon a not-so-very long time ago, in 
the arena of the Inaugural Keystone State 
Gay Rodeo, two cowboys declared their 
love for each other. As the glittering as-
semblage of cowboys, cowgirls, and rodeo 
royalty looked on, the wedding of Floyd 
and Mark Zwiers was celebrated with thun-
derous applause. Chatting exclusively with 
Baltimore OUTloud, both Floyd and Mark 
reflected on how they met, their ties to the 
Keystone State Gay Rodeo (KSGRA) and 
their recent June nuptials.

“Originally, I’m from Michigan, but I’ve 
been involved with gay rodeo since 1992,” 
Floyd explained. “Back around 2008-2009 
there was another organization in Penn-
sylvania named Liberty Gay Rodeo Asso-
ciation (LGRA). After that folded in 2010, 
I eventually talked with Adam [Romanik, 
KSGRA president] and became involved 
when he first started the KSGRA a few 
years ago.”

Mark added, “In 2006, I went to my first 
gay rodeo. It was for ASGRA, the Atlantic 
States Gay Rodeo Association, which was 

The happy
couple

A Royal Wedding Rodeo Style 
PeOPLe in OUr neigHbOrHOOD

Floyd chimed in. “In Illinois, 
there is a food law that states 
that when you’re serving food, 
in a food tent, you have to take 
the meat off the grill on the bun 
and then wrap it in the warmer. 
I opened up a new container 
of hamburgers from the warm-
er and not one was wrapped 
and I said ‘What idiot did 
this?’” Floyd laughed. “Mark 
was there with his food tickets 
and I turned around and said 
‘Hey, how can I 

help you?’ and he thought 
that I was a jerk because I 
could go from a tyrant to very 
friendly.” Mark added, “After 
he blew up at the person and 
called them a stupid idiot, 
he promptly turned around 
and said ‘Oh, hi, what can 
I get for you?’. Needless to 
say, my opinion of him has 
changed over the years but I 
did not like him at that time.”

As the years went on, 
Floyd and Mark’s relationship 
flourished and they eventu-
ally decided to get married. 
“When we discussed where 
we would have the wedding, 
we first decided to have it in 
Arizona. But nothing became 
of that, and then we were 
talking about where to have 
the wedding and Jim Gallucci 
[KSGRA rodeo director] came 
to us and said, ‘Why don’t you 
get married at the [inaugural 
KSGRA] rodeo?’ The idea 
sort of grew from there.” 

“Floyd and I worked very 
hard on making it what it was,” 
Mark explains. “The main rea-
son we got married there was because we 
love the Country-Western lifestyle and ro-
deos in general. We had talked about that 
since we met at a rodeo how neat it would 
be to get married at a rodeo. We knew of 
many others in the greater International 
Gay Rodeo Association that also married 
at a rodeo in the arena. So, that is why we 
chose to do it at our rodeo.”

“It was absolutely fantastic,” Floyd 
says, reflecting on the ceremony. Mark 
added, “Being in the ‘rodeo circuit’ we had 
may friends and ‘chosen’ family members 
who were not able to attend. So, it was a 
little sad but also wonderful to celebrate 

Scion 
of Irish 
royalty 

settles into 
Country-
Western 

matrimony
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“There are more than 15,000 trans-
gender troops serving all throughout our 
military. Instituting a ban only weakens 
our forces and sends a message to our 
troops that their service is not valued” said 
Christian Fuscarino head of Garden State 
Equality. “Our service members stand and 
defend our nation’s sacred values every 
day. President Trump’s decision under-
mines those values, and is a disservice to 
our military and to our country. I applaud 
Senator Booker for speaking out against 
this outrageous decision and standing with 
all of America’s troops.”

“I’ve worked with transgender ser-
vice members for years. They are among 
the bravest and most accomplished sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, Marines, and Coast 
Guardsmen I’ve ever known,” said former 
Army Captain Sue Fulton, part of the first 
West Point class to include women. “Pres-
ident Trump’s tweets were an insult to their 
service and to their units, and beneath the 
dignity of the Armed Forces. We are tre-
mendously grateful to Senator Booker for 
standing strong for these service mem-
bers, and opposing this potential blow to 
our military readiness.”

“I believe it’s unconscionable that a sit-
ting US president would believe they can 
move policy via social media,” said Jen-
nifer Long, a retired transgender service 

member. “The decisions of read-
iness, and, manning should 
remain the responsibility of 
the military commanders in 
the Pentagon. Fourteen oth-
er nations have open trans-
gender service members in 
their ranks with no diminished 
readiness or effectiveness of 
the force. The 15,000 trans-
gender service members cur-
rently serving and the 150,000 
who are veterans have and 
are defending this nation with 
distinction.”

During his time in the Sen-
ate, Sen. Booker has stood in strong sup-
port of the LGBT community. In January, 
Sen. Booker was joined by Senator Bob 
Casey (D-PA) in convening a roundtable 
discussion in Philadelphia with LgBT lead-
ers from across the region to discuss the 
potential impact of polices proposed by 
President Trump and lay out the path for-
ward in defending LGBT rights in a Trump 
Administration. In May, Sen. Booker, along 
with Senators Jeff Merkley (D-OR) and 
Tammy Baldwin (D-WI), led a group of 46 
Senators in reintroducing historic, compre-
hensive federal legislation to ban discrimi-
nation against LGBT Americans. t

In the wake of President Trump’s an-
nouncement that he would ban transgen-
der Americans from serving in the mili-
tary, today U.S. Senator Cory Booker was 
joined by LGBT advocates at Garden State 
Equality’s office in Asbury Park to discuss 
legislative efforts to protect transgender 
service members.

“To hear the thousands of transgender 
Americans serving our nation with honor 
and distinction so cavalierly dismissed by 
our president as a ‘disruption’ is simply 
disgraceful,” said Sen. Booker. “President 
Trump’s reckless policy undermines our 
values as Americans and threatens our 
national security. These brave Americans 
make tremendous sacrifices on behalf of 
our nation and deserve to be treated as 
the heroes they are.”

under President Obama, former De-
fense Secretary Ash Carter laid out a plan 
that allowed transgender ser-
vice members to serve openly 
in the military and transition 
gender while serving, and 
would have permitted trans-
gender individuals to join 
the military starting July 1st, 
2017. In June, Senator Book-
er sent a letter to Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis urging 
the Department of Defense 
to implement the Transgen-
der Service Member Policy 
as planned on the July dead-
line, but did not receive a re-
sponse.

Just last week, President Trump an-
nounced on Twitter that he is banning 
transgender service members, citing that 
the military “cannot be burdened with the 
tremendous medical costs and disruption 
that transgender in the military would en-
tail.” In response, Sen. Booker joined a bi-
partisan group of Senators in strong oppo-
sition to President Trump’s policy change.

Sen. Booker is currently working with 
his colleagues in the Senate on legislation 
that would protect transgender service 
members from President Trump’s reckless 
polices and uphold the Transgender Ser-
vice Member Policy.

New Jersey 
Senator in Asbury 

Park to Keep 
Transfolk in 

Military
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NJ Beer Bust and Lube Wrestling at At George’s Bar. 
Ausbury, NJ .

Photos by Cody Brent
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or are an internationally recognized expert 
in your scientific field. 

Senate Bill 354 states that it is limit-
ing the number of refugees and asylees 
XX granted such status per fiscal year to 
50,000. Currently, the INA provides for 
50,000 per year, with additional visas avail-
able at the request of the White House on 
a humanitarian basis. Given the number of 
humanitarian crises occurring around the 
world, the White House generally asks that 
at least double that number be made avail-
able each year and the request is granted. 
The change is that there is no option to re-
quest additional visas for refugee or asylee 
status based on humanitarian needs. The 
cut off is “no more than 50,000” per year. 

Period.
For family-based im-

migration, Senate Bill 354 
eliminates all brothers and 
sisters of US citizens as 
qualifying relatives, as well 
as the parents of US citi-
zens. The only persons el-
igible to be sponsored by 
a US citizen or permanent 

resident are the spouses and minor chil-
dren (under the age of 21 years) of that 
person. Also, the number of visas available 
is limited to 88,000 per year (currently the 
number of visas is 226,000). Finally, the 
parents of a US citizen who is at least 21 
years old are only eligible for a “W” non-
immigrant visa, which does not give them 
the right to live permanently or work in the 
US. The parents are permitted to live in the 
US for five years, with additional periods of 
five years granted if the US citizen sponsor 
is still a resident of the US. The US citi-
zen sponsoring their parents must provide 
proof that they have purchased health in-
surance for the time that their parents are 
in the US and proof that they have suffi-
cient money to cover any expenses during 
the time that their parents are in the US. 
The sponsor cannot rely upon any money 
that their parents have to meet these re-
quirements.

Again, Senate Bill 354 is currently in 
the Committee for the Judiciary and is not 
law. It is, however, an indication of the bru-
tal ways in which the current administration 
wants to change the immigration laws to 
keep out those that are deemed “other.” t
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On February 13th, 2017, two Republican 
Senators introduced Senate bill 354 – 
the “Reforming American Immigration for 
Strong Employment Act” or the RAISE Act 
– to the Senate, which referred it to the 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary. It has 
not been voted on by the full 
Congress nor has it been 
sent to the White House for 
signing into law. So, nothing 
that follows is currently the 
law and anyone who says 
otherwise is just trying to 
frighten people. Senate Bill 
354 is a proposal of what 
these two Republicans (and 
the current occupier of the White House) 
want to do to change the Immigration and 
Nationality Act to make it more restrictive.

The first thing that is proposed is do-
ing away with the Diversity Visa (“DV”). 
The DV lottery is run by the Department of 
State and the purpose of this lottery is to al-
low people from countries that do not have 
large numbers of people coming to the US 
as permanent residents to have a way to 
become green card holders. As the name 
implies, it is a lottery and names are cho-
sen randomly from the petitions submitted 
each year. A person who wins this lottery 
must enter the US as a permanent resident 
within the fiscal year that they won (before 
October 1st of that year). So, someone 
who wins the 2017 lottery, must file and 
have approved an application to become 
a permanent resident before October 1st, 
2017. New petitions for DV lottery are filed 
beginning on October 1st of each year (DV 
2018 petitions would be filed beginning on 
October 1st, 2017).

As far as employment-based visas are 
concerned, Senate Bill 354 focuses on 
those persons who have degrees in STEM 
fields, speak English fluently, and have 
money to invest in a business in the US. 
While the sponsors claim that they are not 
trying to limit immigrants to those of Eu-
ropean ethnicity, it is difficult to see how 
it works otherwise. The “right” people that 
meet the requirements are mostly white, 
highly educated, and rich. Oh! And it does 
help if you have received the Nobel Prize 

The RAISE Act
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Everyone has the right to marry which 
means everyone also has the right to di-
vorce. The divorce process for same-sex 
couples is identical to that of a hetero-
sexual couple. And for each family there 
are different circumstances, causes, and 
results that lead them to divorce. A divorc-
ing couple falls into to broad categories: 
divorcing with an agreement or divorcing 
with a judge order. 

In the case of an agreement, when you 
have settled any property issues and don’t 
have any minor children you can get a di-
vorce in Maryland without having to wait 
for any specific time period.  This type of 
divorce is by mutual con- sent.  If 
you do have minor chil-
dren but settled all your 
property issues, Mary-
land provides a volun-
tary divorce option for 
couples to divorce 
after a 12-month 
separation. Some couples 
are amicable despite not having all 
their marital property issues resolved and 
can seek alternative means to assist them 
in coming to an agreement. Mediation is 
often a perfect and far less costly solution 
to reaching agreements dealing with prop-
erty and/or children.

Unfortunately, divorce does tend to 
bring out the worst in couples.  In a sit-
uation where there has been a loss of 
trust, loss of a partnership, and, critically, 
a loss of communication, you need to be 
prepared to take action.  First, know what 
assets exist and the approximate value.  
This may include property, retirement, 
personal property, vehicles, etc.  Second, 
know what type of debt exists and how 
much.   This can be in the form of a mort-

gage, outstanding credit card, a car loan, 
etc.  Be aware that, for purposes of the 
divorce in nearly all circumstances, any 
asset or debt is joint – regardless of how 
either is titled – if it was accrued during 
your marriage.  Lastly, and most impor-
tantly, prepare.  Prepare for your monthly 
expenses, prepare for your children, pre-
pare for you.  Create a budget and adjust 
accordingly.  You cannot be certain how 
the court is going to rule regarding alimony 
or a monetary award.  You may be confi-
dent that you will be able to remain in your 
home but what if that’s not the case?  Your 

spouse may have once promised to finan-
cially support you but now things have 
changed.

Once you’ve prepared yourself for di-
vorce, talk to your spouse and see 

what sort of items you both 
can resolve amicably 
and which matters 

you think are going 
to be at issue. This 
may help limit the is-

sues when you file for 
divorce. When one par-

ty files the complaint for divorce he 
or she needs to be sure to raise the appro-
priate actions which are the cause of the 
divorce. For example, desertion or abuse. 
Once filed, the court will issue a summons 
to be served on your spouse. Then your 
spouse will have to file an answer. From 
that point forward the court will set in var-
ious dates and you’ll want to be sure you 
attend all hearings and follow the court’s 
instructions. In the event the divorce be-
comes litigious and especially so if you 
have children, you may want to speak with 
an attorney to ensure your rights, property, 
and children will be protected. t
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take action.”
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Where to Find 
Great Wedding 
Professionals

recommended professionals. 
As a wedding venue owner, I exercise 

great care in choosing which wedding pro-
fessionals I recommend to my clients. Most 
other venue owners and managers take the 
same care, as do other wedding profession-
als who make recommendations to their cli-
ents. All of us want to work with people who 
do great work. I want my clients to be delight-
ed with my own work and that of everyone I 
recommend.

So ask your venue and your caterer and 
every wedding professional that you hire and 
consider hiring who they recommend. Chanc-
es are that you’ll hear some names over and 
over. That’s a good sign! Take a look at those 
professionals. 

Most wedding professionals worth con-
sidering have a web presence, whether it is 
a freestanding website, a Facebook page, 
Instagram, or all three. Give all of that a good 

look. See how it feels. Is there 
lots of information about what 
they do? Does it leave you 
feeling confident that they can 
do the job for you? If so, get in 
touch and see how your first 
contact goes. 

While I like building rela-
tionships with a phone call 
and then an in-person meet-
ing, everyone does it differ-
ently. The important thing 

is that they are responsive, com-
petent, and that you’re comfortable working 
together. 

Where shouldn’t you look? The brother-
in-law of the person in your office is likely to 
not be a good choice. Relatives, friends, and 
colleagues, either themselves or once (or 
twice) removed who work as wedding profes-
sionals, get chosen for weddings because of 
the familial relationship much more often than 
on the merits of their work. Not only does this 
have the potential of making a hash of your 
wedding, your ability to relate to them as 
professionals before, during, and after your 
wedding is compromised because of the rela-
tionships involved.

Remember, what’s convenient or easy is 
not always what’s good. While a discount of-
fer at a wedding show can be tempting, buy-
ing alone on price is often the road to ruin. 
Careful consideration of their work will serve 
you far better than saving what usually turns 
out to be a small fraction of your wedding 
budget.

Next time: penny wise, pound foolish! t
david l. egan is the proprietor and stew-

ard of chase court, a wedding and event ven-
ue in downtown Baltimore. Visit chasecourt.
com, and follow chasecourtWeddingVenue 
on instagram and Facebook.

No matter what kind of wedding professional 
you need, the most important consideration 
is this: How good are they at what they do? If 
they aren’t able to do the job at least as well 
as you expect, nothing else matters. 
So where do you go to find them, and 
how can you tell good from 
bad? 

A simple web search will 
bring up lots of possibilities. 
You’ll find tons of individual 
professionals and companies. 
There are also large and small 
wedding-focused websites that 
wedding professionals use, ei-
ther free or for a fee, to promote 
their services. Two of the largest 
are Theknot.com and Wedding-
wire.com. Both have dozens of local listings 
in every category of service and product that 
you might need for your wedding. Many of 
these websites have reviews that will help 
you make good choices, and sometimes 
feature endorsements from other wedding 
industry professionals.

I’m a researcher when it comes to buying 
anything. I use Amazon.com for lots of my 
purchases, focusing in particular on their cus-
tomer reviews. One of the key metrics I use is 
the percentage and sheer number of reviews 
at the four and five-star levels. Individual re-
views mean much less to me than seeing 
85% of 100 or more reviews at four and five 
stars. You can approach the reviews of wed-
ding professionals in the same way. Look at 
the reviews from couples. Also consider the 
endorsement of other wedding professionals, 
who frequently experience the work of a giv-
en professional many times.

Looking offline, there are also lots of 
wedding shows to be found, from conven-
tion-center sized affairs down to much small-
er shows and open houses held at wedding 
venues. For the former, the ability to pay the 
booth fee is often all that’s needed in order 
to participate. The venues usually draw ex-
hibitors from their own lists of approved and 

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

QUaLiTy OF LiFe
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Dining

Dining Out for 
Life 2017, 
Sept 14th 

Mark your calendars and make your res-
ervations now for Dining Out for Life to 
benefit Moveable Feast, set for Thursday, 
September 14th. So far 49 restaurants and 
eateries are joining the event, now in its 
24th year, for breakfast, lunch, or dinner 
on Septem-
ber 14th. 
The eateries 
will donate at 
least 25% of 
the cost of the 
meal to Move-
able Feast. 
This year, the 
W o o d b e r r y 
Kitchen (2010 
Clipper Park 
Road) and Ger-
trude’s (10 Art 
Museum Drive), 
both in Balti-
more, will con-
tribute 50%. 

A complete 
listing of partic-
ipating restau-
rants can be 
found at Dining-
outforlife.com.

There’s still time for eateries 
to sign up. “As restaurant owners, hospital-
ity is our business and mission,” said John 
Shields, “Chief Cook and Bottle Washer” at 
Gertrude’s. “Hospitality means taking care 
of the guest, which is something Moveable 
Feast does oh-so-well day after day, and 

year after year. From the business side of 
things, it’s a smart move as well. Move-
able Feast knows their stuff when it comes 
to marketing. They get the word out and 
drive traffic to partner restaurants in a big 
way. And the word-of-mouth and goodwill 
garnered by being aligned with this event 
is priceless. We are delighted with our mu-
tually beneficial relationship.”

Moveable Feast is the sole provider 
of meals for people living with HIV/AIDS, 
cancer and other life-threatening illnesses, 
delivering to Baltimore, the five surround-
ing counties, and all nine counties on the 

Eastern Shore. In 
2016, they deliv-
ered 816,313 nour-
ishing meals to 
5,060 clients, at no 
cost to the client. 
The personal care 
Moveable Feast 
provides fosters 
hope in their lives 
and lets them 
know that they 
are not alone in 
their struggles. 

Last year, 64 
restaurants par-
ticipated to raise 
over $90,000. 
This year, the 
goal is to raise 
$100,000.

This year’s 
event spon-
sors are Suba-

ru, Hoehn’s Baker, the Bal-
timore Sun, T. Rowe Price, Legg Mason, 
Breakthru Beverage, and Baltimore OUT-
loud.

For more info, visit Diningoutforlife.
com or call 410-327-3420 x52. For more 
about Moveable Feast, it’s Mfeast.org. t

– Bill redmond-Palmer

The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

2-in-1  RAIL &
Domestic Beer

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

2-in-1  RAIL &
Domestic Beer

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
with Karaoke

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
with Karaoke

WEEKLY 
SPECIALS

WEEKEND 
BRUNCH

WEEKEND 
BRUNCH

HAPPY HOUR
Mon. – Sat.

4 p.m. – 7 p.m.

MV SALOON
Private Parties 

Welcomed

MV SALOON
Private Parties 

Welcomed

909 N Charles St. Baltimore MD • 410-685-7427 • mtvernonstable.com

Mon – Thurs 11:30 a.m. – 12 a.m. •  Friday – 11:30 a.m. – 1 a.m.
Saturday 11 a.m. – 1 a.m.  •  Brunch 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. – 12 a.m.  •  Brunch 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Full Menu Served Daily!
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Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
Wednesday - Friday 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

encantadabaltimore.com/happy-hour 

Best in Federal Hill , located on the Third Floor of 
the American Visionary Art Museum, with the Vollis 

& Gene Simpson Whirligig Terrace
overlooking Federal Hill.

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11:30 a.m. - 3p.m. 
Featuring $15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary's 

and EVO Craft Beer drafts

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
 

HOURS OF OPERATION
Wednesday & Thursday  11:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

ENCANTADA
AT THE AMERICAN VISIONARY

ART MUSEUM

THE NICKEL TAPHOUSE
1604 Kelly Avenue.  Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240   -  nickeltaphouse.com

Fabulous Brunch Every 
Saturday & Sunday 

11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
nickeltaphouse.com/brunch-menu  

Featuring
$15 Bottomless Mimosas, 

Bloody Mary's and
 EVO Craft

                 Brewing Drafts.

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Wednesday Beer Dinners! 
$38 for Three Courses 

paired with 10oz BA Beers. 

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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yOUr MOney

Considering cutting the TV cord? These 
days, more and more people are cutting 
the cord, as cable TV, satellite TV and even 
FiOS TV are becoming more and more ex-
pensive. Even the cover story for a recent 
consumer reports looked at the issue.

Think for a moment about all the chan-
nels you don’t watch. I looked at my personal 
viewing habits and there are only about nine 
channels I really watch with any frequency, 
however, I am paying for over 100 channels. 

My monthly cost for the Comcast Triple 
play with the fastest internet speed, together 
with High Definition TV and DVR service is 
over $200 a month. This is a huge expense 
that I would like to pare down. However, 

Comcast’s pricing system is such that if I 
pared down my service and paid for less 
channels, had the best internet speeds, and 
added HBO (a requirement if your husband 
is into “Game of Thrones”), you spend more 
than just the premium Triple Play package. 

If I were to go with satellite TV, I would 
still need to get internet from Comcast, 
which doesn’t do much to save money, and 
cuts the available channels. Living in Balti-
more City my only options are Comcast 
or satellite since Verizon has 
said they won’t bring their 
FiOS into the city, which 
leaves Comcast with no 
competition. In Baltimore, 
Comcast has the monop-
oly in the city for high-
speed internet, as local 
governments issue the 
franchises to cable or fi-
ber optic companies.

Apple, Amazon, Roku, and Google all 
have streaming hardware that give you 
hundreds of channels to watch. Some re-
quire paid subscriptions. The devices let 
you watch HuluTV, SlingTV, Netflix, etc.; 
however, each hardware device has differ-
ent services available. SlingTV for example, 
has various packages available that carry 

Cutting the 
TV Cord

Tech
Mister

John Redmond-Palmer

the various channels, and you can also do 
channels à la carte. 

It’s important to note that any of the 
streaming services require you to have inter-
net service. I recommend having the fastest 
speeds possible, to have consistent stream-
ing quality and high definition. DSL would 
not be advisable. Comcast is working to get 
gigabit speed in the area. 

If you are serious about wanting to cut 
the cord, here are things to consider to make 

the best decision.
1) Research what the 

monthly cost 
for internet 
will be in your 
area, and look 
for the fastest 
service avail-
able.

2) Do you 
already have a 
SmartTV or do 

you need to buy streaming media 
hardware? What costs will be associated 
with them?

3) Make a list of all the channels/shows 
you currently watch. Be sure to include pre-
mium channels like Showtime, HBO, etc. 

4) Prioritize your list of channels/shows. 

To save money, you may have to sacrifice 
some of the channels and shows you cur-
rently watch.

5) Think about whether you record 
shows to watch later or if you watch them 
as they air. This will impact your choice of 
service.

6) Do you need to get a digital antenna? 
What would be the associated costs?

Now you have the information you need 
to choose your services. This is where the 
priority list comes in. Match those channels/
shows to the service(s) you are considering. 
You may have to sacrifice channels. Be sure 
to find out if the services that interest you 
have cloud based recording ability. While 
the subscriptions are ongoing expenses, 
the hardware are onetime expenses. 

You should focus your decision on the 
monthly internet charge and the monthly 
cost for subscriptions. After looking at all 
the monthly costs, you can decide if cutting 
the cord will save money or not. 

As a side note, if you have a streaming 
connection issue, try making sure your wire-
less modem is in the center of the house and 
away from other electronic equipment. t

To make sure i cover topics of interest 
to you, send your questions or suggestions 
to me at john@redpalmcomputing.com.
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RE/MAX First Choice
1201 Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21221
peter.klebenow@gmail.com
bpw.remax@gmail.com 
410-391-6900 (Office)Bennett Weiss

443-983-9854 
Peter Klebenow 
410-963-4926

Bennett Weiss
443-983-9854 

Peter Klebenow 
410-963-4926

Let Our Real Estate 
Family Be 

Your Guide!

Get direct access to MLS 
Listings, GPS locations, & 

open houses on any tablets 
or smart phone.  Text 

CCRE2GO to 87778, or visit 
http://87778.mobi/CCRE2GO

Simplify your home search
with my FREE mobile app!

Baltimore/Inner Harbor Office
100 International Dr.  •  410-779-200 (o)

www.charmcityrealestate.com
410-467-8950 (direct)

Join the Weichert
Realtors-Urban
Lifestyles Team
and become part

of the family. 
Check out our
career night.

Call us for further 
information 

410-752-1050

Have a Career,
Not a Job!

Have a Listing?

Our Real Estate Section  
Is the Right Place!

Call or Email us for great deals
Taylor@BaltimoreOutloud.com

410.802.1310

Real estate
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to the Audrey Herman Spotlight-
ers Theatre, Chase Brexton, 
Moveable Feast, and many 
more. Our charity this year 
is the Baltimore Transgender 
Alliance and I am proud to 
say we selected that organi-
zation long before more hate 
came out of the White House. 
So not only will you meet peo-
ple and have a fun time with 
your leather club, but you will 
also be helping many worth-
while organizations in your 
community. Talk about a win/
win situation. 

I love the leather clubs and I 
love my leather community 

but like any organization there is always a 
down side – the politics. Face it. You put any 
group of people together and there is going 
to be disagreements and conflict. Have you 
ever seen Facebook? Club members may 
disagree on the selection of a charity for 
a fundraiser, the venue for an anniversary 
dinner, or whether or not the club should 
have a booth at Pride. I have always lived 
by the motto that if you don’t like something, 
work to change it. Unfortunately too many 
people have a different motto: If you don’t 
like something, quit. I guess Rosa Parks 
could have just stopped riding the bus, but 
that would not have brought about change. 
Sometimes you have to step up. If you are 
not happy with how your club is doing things, 
run for office. Leather clubs have a board 
of officers or eboard and most clubs have 
annual elections, but keep in mind that the 
clubs usually run on a majority rules policy. 
Even the club president cannot always get 
his way. Leather clubs are just like any fam-
ily: not everyone agrees on everything, not 
everyone always gets along, but the bond 
that comes from being a family keeps them 
together. 

We are very fortunate in the Mid-Atlan-
tic area that our region has been blessed 
with a large number of leather clubs and 
organizations. Keep reading this column 
and I will keep you informed about leather 
club events being held by the Centaur MC, 
COMMAND MC, DC boys of Leather, FIST, 
Maryland boys of Leather, Onyx Mid-Atlan-
tic, Philadelphians, Pennsmen, Potomac 
MC, ShipMates Club of Baltimore, Three 
Rivers Leather Club, and many more. At-
tend one of their bar nights, buy a Jell-O 
shot, and talk to the members about their 
club. Leather clubs are always looking for 
new members. And if you must you can 
even stay home and start by checking them 
out online. But get out the door, join in the 
fun, and join the club. t 

last time I was in New York City 
I stopped in the Eagle NYC and 
discovered that Empire City MC 
was having a bar night. I walked 
in and was immediately greeted by name by 
so many leather folks. It really made me feel 
good. That is brotherhood. 

I cannot tell you how many times I have 
interviewed a young leather titleholder and 
when I asked them how they became in-
volved in the leather community their reply is 
that they googled things online. That may be 
a way to start but I can google “swimming” 
and I am still not going to know how to swim. 
Sometimes you just have to go to a pool and 
jump in. I cannot begin to tell you how much 
I have learned about the leather communi-
ty since I became a club member. And I am 
still learning. Please keep in mind that when 
joining a leather club there is no requirement 
that a pledge have any prior knowledge or 
experience in the scene. All that is needed 
is a curiosity about leather and some free 
time. There is no need to feel apprehensive. 
These are social clubs and although some 
clubs may sponsor play parties, all clubs 
stand by the leather credo: Safe, sane, and 
consensual. No one is asked to do anything 
he doesn’t want to do. There is no hazing 
of pledges. Pledges are just asked to show 
up, sell a few Jell-O shots or raffle tickets, 
and help the club with cocktail parties and 
events. I’m currently in my tenth term as a 
club president and I still love to sell Jell-O 
shots and raffle tickets. It gives me an ex-
cuse to talk to and meet everyone in the bar. 
In fact I met my other half in 2001 when I 
sold him a winning raffle ticket. Some of my 
friends say that they hate to go out because 
they never meet anyone. I meet everyone! 

Not only do I have a great time peddling 
my Jell-O shots, but in many cases when 
you support one of the leather clubs the 
money goes to charity. My club has raised 
lots of money over the years for everything 
from the Johns Hopkins Pediatric AIDS unit 

Times have changed. People don’t shop at 
malls, they shop online. People don’t meet 
in bars, they meet online. People work at 
home online and go to college online. Even 
during those rare times when people are out 
in public they are staring at their online de-
vices. It makes me wonder. In the internet 
age are leather social clubs even relevant? 
As someone who has been the member of a 
leather club for over 20 years, my answer is 
a resounding: yes! 

So why should someone join a leather 
club? What can he or she get out of joining 
a club that cannot be found online? There 
are so many reasons. Let’s start with broth-
erhood. I always knew that I was interested 

in leather and kink. Years 
ago I had to go to a leath-
er bar to meet like-mind-
ed people. Now you can 
just go to an app or a 
website. But are you 
really making friends? 
You will meet someone 
online who will help 
you enjoy an evening. 
But what about real 
relationships? (Plus 
when you are talking 
bondage and kink it 
can be a little scary 
playing with someone who you do 
not know anything about.) As a member of 
a leather club I have met so many people 
from all walks of life that I would have never 
met otherwise. These lifelong friends are not 
just the members of my club but as a leath-
er club member I am often invited to attend 
other club’s dinners, pool parties, cookouts, 
and social functions. I meet people every 
time I put on my leather vest with my club’s 
patch on the back. I wouldn’t think of travel-
ing without my club vest. I can walk into any 
gay bar in the country and will be welcomed 
by all the club members from that city. The 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

LeaTHer

Join

The Club
MaL 

Parade of 
Colors

Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems

Ready for the 2017 Tax Season?
We Can Help You. CALL US TODAY!
Ready for the 2017 Tax Season?

We Can Help You. CALL US TODAY!
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993 227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St

410-539-4850

Karaoke Sunday
9 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
Karaoke Sunday
9 p.m. to 12 a.m. 

Meet the Newest 
Bartender Jason
Meet the Newest 
Bartender Jason

WEDNESDAYS 
Trivia Night with

Quigley Down Under

WEDNESDAYS 
Trivia Night with

Quigley Down Under

THURSDAYS
Drag Night with 
Sapphire Bleu 
and Friends

THURSDAYS
Drag Night with 
Sapphire Bleu 
and Friends

8 p.m. -10 p.m.
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING

FINANCIAL

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND
Club 1722 

1722 North Charles Street  
410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns 
608 W. Lexington St.  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery 
203-207 W Read St.  •   410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 N. Charles Street 

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com
The Gallery 

1735 Maryland Ave.   •   410-539-6965
Grand Central 

1001-1003 N. Charles St. 
410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s  
870 Park Ave  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s 
6037 Belair Rd  •   410-599-1952
Station North Arts Cafe Gallery 

1816 North Charles Street 
410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley 
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree 
1633 S. Charles Street 

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club 

21614 National Pike  •   Boonsboro, MD  21713 
301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions  

706 N 3rd St  •   Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
(717)232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704  
704 N 3rd St  •   Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

(717)234-4228
The Brownstone Lounge 

412 Forester Street  •   Harrisburg, PA 17102 
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon  

35 Baltimore Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE  
302-227-6515   •   bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot  
247 Rehoboth Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971  

302-226-1139
 Rigby’s Bar & Grill 

404 Rehoboth Avenue.  Rehoboth Beach, DE  
302-227-6080   •   rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill 
52 Baltimore Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971  

302-227-0948   •   iguanagrill.com

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

Contact Mary at 
410-802-1310
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