
Jason Curtis 
and District 12

Jason Curtis is running for the City 
Council seat in the 12th District. 
Baltimore OUTloud caught up with 
Jason and asked him to talk about 
some of his successes as a leader in 
Mount Vernon. How he would handle 
some of the issues facing the District 
that he hopes to represent after he un-
seats current Councilman Carl Stokes? 
Since Jason is openly gay Baltimore 
OUTloud also wanted to know if being 
gay was going to help him win the 12th 
district Council seat.

“I didn’t run for city council be-
cause I’m gay,” he said. “But I think 
it’s an advantage that I’m gay because 
we have a very strong voter population 
here. I am going to win with the help 
of the gay and lesbian community I’m 
gonna win, yep.

It’s time for change. People want 
change, people don’t want the status 
quo. If we always do what we’ve al-
ways done were just going to keep get-
ting what we’ve always had.”

In the summer of 2009 the Suite 
Ultralounge, a club in the basement 
of the Belvedere whose liquor license 
had been revoked remained open as 
a bottle club. It became a hangout for 
young people, many of them under-
age, and the scene of several violent 
acts, including two shootings. Many in 
the Mt. Vernon community saw it as a 
nuisance. Baltimore OUTloud asked 
Jason Curtis what role he played in 
successfully shutting down that club. 

That was accomplished, Jason 
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By Steve Charing
Just when you thought that the Pride season 
for 2011 is over, think again. The increas-
ingly popular Chesapeake Pride Festival 
will take place at Mayo Beach, right on the 
Chesapeake Bay in Edgewater on August 20 
from 12 noon to 6 p.m. 

Swimming in the bay, laying out on the 
beach, musical acts, drag shows, vendors 
from a variety of LGBT/friendly companies 
and organizations, food, beverages, and a 
blessing of relationships ceremony are all 
part of a great day of fun in the sun and pride. 
And for those who do not want too much sun, 
there are plenty of shaded areas to enjoy the 
day. 

Among the attractions, the Straight 
Eights-Lambda Car Club, an LGBT group, 
will feature their collection of vintage classic 
automobiles at the festival, which is must-
see for classic car enthusiasts.

—continued on page 5

Violinist and mezzo soprano Tona Brown, 
who recently performed for President 
Obama at the 2011 LGBT Leadership Gala 
in New York, will participate in a concert, “In 
Memoriam – Remembering an American 
Tragedy,” benefitting families of 9/11.

“I am really proud to be a part of this con-
cert,” said Ms. Brown. “We are raising money 
for the Baltimore Vocal Arts Foundation. We 
would like to celebrate the lives of those that 
were killed during the 9/11 tragedy and com-
memorate the brave men and women that 
helped to save so many.” 

This free-will offering event will occur 
on the ten year anniversary of the attacks 
on the Twin Towers and the Pentagon, 3 
p.m., Sunday, September 11, at St. Joseph’s 
Monastery Church, 3801 Old Frederick Road 
in historic Irvington, Maryland.

The concert will feature the world pre-
miere of Douglas Towsend’s “In Memoriam,” 
a composition for two voices written ex-
pressly to commemorate the anniversary 

of the terrorist attacks 
on the United States. 
The work is based on 
“The Lament of Sumer 
and Urim,” an ancient 
Sumarian text by the 
Mesopotamian poet 
Shulgi. Also featured 
will be Mr. Towsend’s 
“Mass In Miniature” and 
“Ave Maria”.

Douglas Towsend’s 
compositions have 
been performed at 
Carnegie Hall and 
Harvard University. 
A native of New York 
City, he is deeply com-
mitted to the musical 
commemoration of 9/11 
and the memory of its victims. The 89 year-
old composer will be present at this pre-
mier. Other featured works include Daniel 

Crozier’s “Three Songs” based on the texts 
by Thomas Merton, which premiered in 

Baltimore in 1991. 
Besides Ms. Brown, 

other featured artists in-
clude soprano Shauntice 
Marshall and pianist 
Michael Angelucci.

Those wishing 
to support this event 
may do so by visit-
ing “In Memoriam 
– Remembering an 
American Tragedy” on 
IndiGoGo. Reservations 
are encouraged. RSVP’s 
can be made by email-
ing a request to: balti-
morevocalarts@gmail.
com.

For further informa-
tion, visit www.baltimor-
evocalar tsfoundation.

org, or on Facebook: Baltimore Vocal Arts, 
or Twitter: BaltVocalArts. The concert is free 
and open to the public. t

Jason 
Curtis

Concert Dedicated to 9/11 Families

tona Brown and the president
photo: Allison O’Brien

expanding Pride on the Bay
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Although turning 50 is not ordi-
narily a cheerful event as that 
landmark makes one AARP-
eligible among other reminders 
that the sunset years are clos-
ing in, it is no cause for despair 
either. Except when President 
Barack Obama turned 50 on 
August 4, his melancholy was 
not tied to the aging process; 
his presidency has given him 
the grey hairs we did not see 
as a robust, youthful candidate 
merely three years ago.

The actual day was not 
marked by cake and candles as 
much as the 500-plus plunge 
in the Dow. The debacle in the stock mar-
ket all but wiped out the gains of 2011 at a 
time when the investing class looked towards 
their IRAs and 401k’s as a safety net during 
this stubbornly faltering economy.

The downgrading of the U.S. credit rat-
ing by S&P seemed to have piled on with 
the help of another stock market free-fall 
the next week. Then there was the tragedy 
in Afghanistan where thirty U.S. servicemen 
lost their lives.

These news items plus the fallout from 
debt ceiling debate put a damper on the 
mood of Mr. Obama’s 
supporters. Birthday or 
not, the country was not 
celebrating.

The President didn’t 
help himself political-
ly during the depressing 
debate and negotiations 
surrounding the debt ceil-
ing legislation. He aban-
doned the necessary 
component that any com-
promise be “balanced,” 
and that would include 
closing tax loopholes for 
the wealthiest Americans 
as a revenue enhancer. The Tea Party mem-
bers of the House were so intransigent on 
this element of a potential compromise – 
forcing Speaker John Boehner to follow that 
hard line lest he perceived as a weak lead-
er – that Mr. Obama simply caved to avoid 
a devastating default on the government’s 
obligations.

Worse, he eliminated the 14th 
Amendment from his arsenal during his 
negotiations whereby he could have in-
voked the provision that applies to pro-
tecting our credit to avoid default. What 
President Obama should have done was 
insist on “the grand bargain” with its 

sweeping cuts that includ-
ed entitlement programs 
and tax increases un-
der the threat of using the 
14th Amendment. But he 
didn’t and went along with 
a bill that satisfied Speaker 
Boehner by the tune of 98 
percent.

The President went out on 
a limb to offer entitlement re-
form – anathema to the liber-
al wing – in exchange for tax 
reform. Neither was ultimate-
ly part of the final package, as 
the Tea Party-led Republicans 
would clearly prefer to see us 

default and set off a chain of economic ca-
lamities than to mollify their own misguided 
economic dogma.

Moreover, the President blew a gold-
en opportunity to go over the heads of 
Congress and take his message directly to 
the American people in a nationally televised 
prime time speech. He addressed the na-
tion alright, but it was simply an explanation 
of the progression of the negotiations, not a 
rallying cry to the American people. Yes, he 
asked viewers to call Congress, which they 
did, but his speech fell flat and uninspiring 

– the complete opposite of Ronald Reagan’s 
addresses to the nation when things got dic-
ey for him.

This lack of leadership and strength on 
the part of the President demoralized his 
supporters. In underestimating the influence 
of this noisy minority called the Tea Party 
Republicans and relinquishing key bargain-
ing chips, he failed to adhere to the cardinal 
rule in politics: secure the base before run-
ning to the center.

It’s hard enough to win re-election in an 
environment that is projected to be unfavor-
able given the economy and joblessness. 
Jimmy Carter and George H.W. Bush can at-

test to that. Therefore, it is incumbent upon 
Mr. Obama to make the sale with his base 
to maintain the level of enthusiasm needed 
to win a national contest. This translates into 
contributions and volunteerism, which could 
make the difference in swing states.

And for us LGBT folks, keep in mind that 
President Obama has done more for our 
community than any other previous presi-
dent has. A record number of openly LGBT 
appointees, public recognition of gay pride 
month, a comprehensive hate crime law, re-
peal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell (DADT), and 
the refusal to further defend DOMA – the 
Defense of Marriage Act – as it winds its way 
to the Supreme Court have been notable 
achievements. 

With an inclusive Employment 
Discrimination Act and a Congressional re-
peal of DOMA (unlikely but who thought DADT 
would be repealed?) that could be on the ho-
rizon, it is in the interest of our community that 
Barack Obama be re-elected over one of the 
potential opponents who are basically homo-
phobic. Should he lose, none of these items 
on the menu will see the light of day.

That brings me to the reason to be hope-
ful: the opposition. The folderol from the debt 
agreement seemed to have cast the largest 
shadow over Congress as the approval lev-
el for that branch of government as a result 
of a recent New York Times poll is the low-
est in history. Although the President didn’t 
emerge as a victor – far from it – he did not 
incur the wrath of the public as Congress in 
general and the Republicans and the Tea 
Party did in particular.

Further, this episode, which will undoubt-
edly be repeated when the super committee 
of 12 from Congress is called on to make the 
tough choices in the Fall or see calamitous 
across-the-board cuts in spending, will prob-
ably result in the return of the centrist moder-
ates to the President’s side, which is crucial 
towards his re-election bid.

You can also add to the mix the incredi-
bly weak field of president wannabees from 
the GOP, which warrants a separate discus-
sion down the road. And Barack Obama’s 
fundraising capacity is formidable to say the 
least.

Nonetheless, it will always be “it’s the 
economy stupid” that drives presidential 
elections. Much, if not all, is out of any pres-
ident’s direct control. But President Obama 
will need to do more than “yes we can” to 
demonstrate to the nation that he is the sole 
grown-up in the room but at the same time, 
he needs to get fired up so that his support-
ers will follow him before his 51st birthday 
rolls around. t
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said, “By working very closely with Mayor 
Dixon at the time and that was working very 
closely with Commissioner Bealefeld. We 
actually started off working with the local po-
lice major and when it was above and be-
yond him we just kept the fight going and so 
as President of the Mount Vernon Belvedere 
Association I asked all of our elected officials 
to come and address the community.”

The association’s meeting attracted 
over 400 people, among them then State’s 
Attorney Pat Jessamy and Mayor Dixon, 
as well as Verna Jones, Commissioner 
Bealefeld, Major Dennis Smith of the Central 
District, and local merchants and residents. 

The club was closed but they appealed 
their closing. 

The meeting, Jason said, “was a very 
clear signal to our elected officials that our 
community is not going to tolerate that kind 
of activity so we fought the fought and tried 
to get the police to do everything they could 
and the court finally ruled and said ‘sorry 
community they have a right to be open’”

This was a disappointment to many in the 
neighborhood who had adjusted their eve-
ning activities to avoid the corner of Chase 
and Charles Streets. Rather than give up the 
fight Jason said that the community “started 
down a whole other route, we started forcing 
the commissioner to look at city legislation 
that allows him, as the police commission-
er, to padlock a business if it was a nuisance 
to the community. He reviewed that and he 
said ‘I need 100 percent proof of what all 
is happening’ and we immediately sent out 
emails to our membership saying ‘show up 
at these meetings’”

Police finally closed the Suite Ultralounge 
on November 25, 2009, after it was declared 
a “public nuisance.” 

Baltimore OUTloud shared a recent map 
of the district showing that within the previ-
ous month there had been six shooting in the 
12th District, one shooting every five days. 
These shooting occurred east and north of 
Mount Vernon, in neighborhoods that have 
little in common with Midtown. Baltimore 
OUTloud wanted to know if the 12th District 
had become the most dangerous part of 
Baltimore.

“I wouldn’t say it’s the most dangerous 
district, Jason said, “it’s a pretty vulnerable 
district. I know that the eastern district major 
is working very very hard to try and to bring 
communities together.”

When asked how he would mitigate vio-
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lent crime he said that he would do the same 
things he had done in Mount Vernon. Among 
those would be to get out and “see and hear 
what the real true concerns are and let’s sit 
down with these liquor establishments or 
restaurants or wherever the problems com-
ing from and say ‘what do we do to fix this 
problem?’”

“Do we need 
to change the at-
tire? Maybe we 
need to charge a 
cover charge that 
would help elimi-
nate some of the 
crowd that’s com-
ing in that may-
be doesn’t be-
long in that club. 
We need to sit 
down with these 
club owners and we need to mitigate what 
the problems are and see if we can work with 
them; have them fix the problems.”

Jason Curtis believes that our best bet is 
in getting communities involved and getting 
communities to know that it’s ok to talk to the 
police and letting communities know that it’s 
ok to have a relationship with a police offi-
cer. He also believes it is possible to mitigate 
prostitution without locking people up. 

“Sometimes they are not having a good 
time sometimes they don’t have the resourc-
es,” he said. He related a story of coming 
across a woman who had just turned a trick 
while patrolling on the Segways. “She was 
running from us because she thought that we 
were going to have her arrested because she 
did just turn a trick and it went bad.” Her cus-
tomer had stabbed her.

The southwestern edge of the 12th dis-
trict runs along The Fallsway and includes 
Our Daily Bread Employment Center, run by 
Catholic Charities, as well as Health Care for 
the Homeless and the new Harry and Jeanette 
Weinberg Housing and Resource Center on 
Fallsway. Not all of the 12th districts residents 
have a safe place to call “home.”

When the new shelter was first planned, 
some were surprised that there was little oppo-
sition from the surrounding community. While 
there were people in Mount Vernon who were 
adamantly opposed, Jason said that and as 
the leader of the community he wanted to know 
what the real objections were. Was it fear of pan-
handlers or people sitting on the park benches?

He said that the Mount Vernon Belvedere 
association entered into a memorandum of un-
derstanding with the city regarding the human 
resources center. “We can’t be ‘not in our back-
yard’ kind of people,” He said. “There are lots of 

homeless people. They need the attention they 
don’t just need to be pushed aside.”

Regarding the limited number of beds 
available for transgender homeless he said, 
“I never even gave that a thought. Quite hon-
estly, I think that if you are a transgender 
woman you should be housed with women. 

If you’re a transgender 
male you should be out 
with men.”

“I will make sure I 
make it a point to go 
over and talk to the 
HRC (Human Relations 
Commission) and 
the Mayor’s Office of 
Homeless Services to 
find out exactly how we 
are handling this,” he 
added. When asked if 
he would support pro-

viding a city owned building for that purpose, 
as activist Sandy Rawls of Trans-United has 
suggested, he said that he would be 100 per-
cent behind such a plan.

When asked why he chose to run for of-
fice without having been a politician in the 
past he said firmly, “It just so happens that 
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“It’s time for change. 
People want change, 

people don’t want the 
status quo. If we always 

do what we’ve always 
done were just going to 
keep getting what we’ve 

always had.”

I’m in a district now that doesn’t have good 
representation and I’ll be damned if I’m going 
to sit on the sidelines and say ‘let the status 
quo be the status quo.’”

Regarding the incumbent, Carl Stokes, he 
said that in the last year and half that Carl has 
been the city council member he has not once 
come to any of our community association 
meetings, not once. He has never reached 
out and said ‘can I attend a meeting I have 
some things I want to share I want to get peo-
ple’s feedback’” t
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teonna Mae Brown Pleads 
guilty in Chrissy Polis Case

In a plea agreement reached 
on August 4, 19-year-old 
Teonna Brown pled guilty to 
one charge of first degree as-
sault, and one charge of a 
hate crime in the assault on 
Chrissy Polis that took place 
on March 18 of this year. That 
assault, captured on video, 
attracted national and inter-
national attention.

On April 25, during a rally in the parking 
lot of the Rosedale, Maryland, McDonald’s 
restaurant where the assault had tak-
en place Owen Smith, field organizer for 
Equality Maryland, and others called for the 

assault to be charged as a 
hate crime. That call was 
repeated by many in the 
community and resulted in 
the hate crime charge be-
ing added on May 16.

The plea agreement 
states, “The beating was 
motivated by the victim’s 
sexual orientation.” Under 
Maryland’s hate crimes 

law as amended in 2005 “gender identity” is 
defined under “sexual orientation.”

The State chose not to pursue three 
charges of Second Degree Assault as part 
of the plea agreement. t

newS // LOCAL 

By rev. MOther MereDith MOiSe
Cathy Brennan is a seasoned lesbian activ-
ist who has lived through some controversy. 
She is currently embroiled in a debate involv-
ing a letter she penned to the United Nations 
(UN) with another lawyer regarding the use 
of gender identity inadvertently causing 
harm to females born female. She has been 
the target of death threats as trans activists 
pounced on the letter as trans-phobic and 
racist. In the following interview, Brennan of-
fers her view on the letter and her outlook on 
transphobia and feminist idealism.

rev. Meredith Moise: what is your po-
sition on anti discrimination legislation in 
general and gender identity legislation in 
particular?

Cathy Brennan: I support rational an-
ti-discrimination protections for people of 
transgender and transsexual experience. 
As you know, I actively supported HB 235 
in Maryland last spring, which would have 
banned discrimination in housing, employ-
ment and credit. 

MM: why did you and elizabeth 
hungerford write to the United nations 
about gender identity legislation in the US?

CB: All anti-discrimination laws have an 
exception built in them to permit discrimina-
tion based on sex in certain public accom-
modations – this is why we have sex-seg-
regated bathrooms, showers, locker rooms, 
and the like. The definition of gender identi-
ty that the LGBT organizations keep putting 
forth is overbroad, and allows males who are 
not transgender or transsexual access into 
female only space. This is bad for women.

MM: Some have titled your vocal op-
position to the gender id legislation rad-
ical feminist and racist. what is driving 
your passion for this issue?

CB: In 2011 it is incredible to me that 
people who oppose what we are saying as 
“radical feminist” – as if that is a bad thing! 
As if, God forbid that someone dares to ad-
vocate for a female perspective. Yes, we are 
advocating a radical feminist position.

With regard to racism, we understand 
that advocating for a definition of gender 
identity that requires some proof of medical 
intervention is causing some concern among 
poor people; that include people of color. The 
way medical care and treatment is financed 
in our society – a patriarchical society that fa-
vors white males – disproportionately disfa-
vors women and people of color. Racism in 
the way heath care is provided to people in 

this country, and in the priorities that are es-
tablished and in the way health care is dis-
tributed, is real, and we abhor it.

Feminist legal arguments advocating for 
female reproductive safety in sex-segregat-
ed spaces do not cause systemic racism. And 
please also remember that women of col-
or are women. Women make up 50% of the 
world’s population. The LGBT movement’s in-
sistence on eviscerating sex-based protec-
tions for women is also racist – and sexist! 

MM: how can the law balance the 
need for sex-based protections along 
with gender-based protections for trans-
gender people?

CB: We fully support anti-discrimination 
protections for transgender and transsexual 
people that do not run roughshod over laws 
that protect females. We support the follow-
ing definition of “gender identity – a person’s 
identification with the sex opposite her or his 
physiology or assigned sex at birth, which 
can be shown by providing evidence includ-
ing, but not limited to, medical history, care 
or treatment of a transsexual medical condi-
tion, or related condition, as deemed med-
ically necessary by the American Medical 
Association.” Such a definition would protect 
the classification of sex, while simultaneous-
ly providing a cause of action for discrimi-
natory practices on the basis of a persistent 
and documented “gender identity.” We wel-
come people who fit into this definition into 
space segregated by sex in recognition of 
their perceived need for access and in the 
fervent hope that we can achieve such pro-
tection for identifiably transgender or trans-
sexual people without harming females. 

MM: what particular concern does 
your letter raise?

CB: The LGBT organizations are push-
ing this definition of “gender identity,” with 
some variation: 

“Gender identity”means an individual’s 
actual or perceived gender identity, or gen-
der-related characteristics intrinsically relat-
ed to an individual’s gender or gender-iden-
tity, regardless of the individual’s assigned 
sex at birth.

We are concerned with two basic things 
– that this overbroad definition of “gender 
identity” completely overrides rational sex-
based protections and that it codifies sex ste-
reotypes about men and women into law and 
elevates those stereotypes to the level of an 
actual identity.

Brennan answers Critics
Veteran lesbian activist answers criticism over UN letter

—continued on next page

teonna Brown
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We encourage people to actually read 
the letter. It is here: http://radicalhub.files.
wordpress.com/2011/08/communication_
csw_un_brennanhungerford_08012011_.
pdf 

MM: are there any documented in-
cidents of crimes against females born 
female committed by men dressed as 
women?

Cathy Brennan: Why yes! They are le-
gion. There are many reported incidents of 
men videotaping women in restrooms. There 
are also numerous incidents of men dress-
ing in drag to peep in women’s restrooms. 
This has very little to do with the trans* com-
munity. It really is a male vs. female issue. 

MM: Ultimately, many folks view you 
as an adversary to the trans community. 
how do you answer these critics?

Cathy Brennan: I appreciate and respect 
that women of transgender and transsexu-
al experience struggle to be accepted and 
recognized as women. I personally accept 
women of transgender and transsexual ex-
perience as women. Meanwhile, females in 
2011 continue to struggle to be accepted as 
human. I would encourage women of trans-
gender and transsexual experience to help 
us in our struggle as well. t

Local drag performer and promot-
er Stormy Vain has assembled a line-up 
of drag personalities that include the one 
and only Miss Shawnna 
Alexander, Gracie Freebush, 
Ada Buffet, Marketta Minett, 
Alexa Lesbiana, Chanel 
Van Cartier Contour, and 
Veronyka Wynters. There 
will also be other vocal acts 
and musicians on the festi-
val’s main stage.

“We are very excited 
about Chesapeake Pride this 
year,” John Petrosillo, one of the organizers 
told Baltimore OUTloud. Of course, we will 
offer the annual fun-filled day of great enter-
tainment, food, drink and vendors for which 
we are known. In addition, the planning com-
mittee feels there is enough enthusiasm in 
the community to expand from a festival to a 
“Pride Week” for the first time.”

On August 13, (there will be a Pride 
River Cruise for an idyllic evening aboard the 
beautiful richard lee, one of the last wood-
en tour boats to be built on the Chesapeake 
Bay. Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served, 
and a cash bar available. 

Tickets had to have been bought 
by August 10. 
However if you 
do have a tick-
et, please note 
that the boat sails 
promptly at 6 p.m. 
and the cruise 
runs to 8 p.m. 
Boarding begins 
at 5:30 p.m. and 
will depart from 

Discovery Village Marina, 4800 Atwell Road, 
Shady Side, MD. The rain date is August 19. 
Call 410-867-6283 for last minute delays or 
cancellations. Metro Diner Café in Annapolis 
generously donated food for the cruise.

On August 14, “I’m From Driftwood” 
presentation and discussion with Nathan 
Manske, creator of the acclaimed web-
site “I’m From Driftwood” (www.imfromdrift-
wood.com), which documents true first-per-
son LGBT stories from around the world. 
The doors open at 1:30 p.m. and the presen-
tation is from 2-4:30 p.m.. It will take place 
at the Annapolis Friends Meeting House, 
351 Dubois Road, Annapolis, MD 22401. 
The event is co-sponsored with Evolve 
Chesapeake (www.evolvechesapeake.
com). Donations are requested to help with 
expenses.

On August 16, there will be a discussion 
with Midge Potts, transgender activist and 
three-time candidate for U.S. Congress in 
Missouri Tuesday from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at 49 
West Café, 49 West St., Annapolis MD (back 
room). The event is co-sponsored with the 
Anne Arundel Green Party, www.mdgreens.
org. Admission is free.

And, of course, the Pride week culmi-
nates with the festival on Saturday, August 
20, “Gay on the Bay.” Please note that the 
Anne Arundel County Park Authority prohib-
its pets and the use of coolers in the park.

“We feel the climate in Maryland, espe-
cially following the advancement of Marriage 
Equality in New York State, is one of hope 
and optimism,” said Petrosillo. “We ex-
pect the growing excitement will make 
Chesapeake Pride that much more a cele-
bration of diversity and solidarity in our state 
capital and beyond.” t

Visit www.chesapeakepridefestival.org, 
for more information on any/all of the above 
events.

exPanDing PriDe 
On the Bay

– continued from front page

Saturday, September 17, 2011

Tuesday, September 13, 2011

Saturday, September 24, 2011

Brennan anSwerS CritiCS
– continued from previous page
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the offending post removed from Facebook. 
One would think that after having the threat re-
moved from Facebook that people would cool 
their language. However, that was not the case. 

Jenna Fischetti of TransMaryland wrote 
“Grain of salt. Cathy, the chickens are com-
ing home to roost.” The night before Ms. 
Fischetti had posted a YouTube video of 
Malcolm X, part of which concerned his un-
fortunate comment after the assassination 
of President Kennedy regarding “chickens 
coming home to roost.”

On the side of polite discourse, on the 
other hand, Delegate Mary Washington 
posted a lovely comment on her Facebook 
in support of Ms. Brennan. Trans-United’s 
Executive director, Sandy Rawls, had just 
returned from out of town when she heard 
about the threats against Ms. Brennan. She 
was quick to point out that here in Baltimore 
we should focus on policies not people. 
Transgender activist Monica Roberts, on 
whose Facebook page the threat was made, 
publicly apologized for not having acted to 
remove it immediately. 

Mr. Casebeer no longer works for 
the Fairness Campaign’s Committee for 
Fairness and Individual Rights in Kentucky. 
Cathy Brennan remains a valued contribut-
ing writer to Baltimore OUTloud. t

I would not be a journalist if I could not stand 
up for the First Amendment when it is threat-
ened. It has nothing to do with the content of 
the protected speech, but only that it is pro-
tected. I learned that from the first radical 
feminist I ever knew, my mother.

My mom was always a fan of the under-
dog. It didn’t matter if the underdog was a 
liberal or a conservative; being hated by the 
masses was enough for her. I wasn’t even 
in school yet when she bought fake “Castro” 
beards for me and my brother to wear in sup-
port of the man who had overthrown Batista. 
Years later, when I was about fourteen years 
old, I called the local news station to com-
plain about the biased coverage of Spiro T. 

Agnew. I wasn’t an Agnew supporter. I was 
still a fan of Castro and a student of Marx. 
Ideology had nothing to do with it: The man 
had been censored.

One of my mom’s favorite cliché’s was 
“the pen is mightier than the sword.” 

So when I received a nice note from con-
tributing writer Cathy Brennan the other day, 
which said, “Btw thanks for sticking up for free 
speech on your FB page,” I thought about my 
mom, the pen, and the right to free speech.

Cathy had co-authored a letter to the 
United Nations in support of women’s rights 
that some in the transgender community saw 
as an attempt to abrogate recent gains made 
by gender rights activists. Although I hold a 
higher view of Cathy Brennan today than I did 
of Spiro Agnew when I was fourteen, in many 
ways the situation was the same. Some blog-
gers and activists were trying to silence 
Cathy Brennan. The First Amendment was 
written to protect those whose views fall out-
side the mainstream and those views that the 
majority or an influential minority might try to 
suppress. 

The worst of the angry responses to the 
UN letter came from a Facebook post au-
thored by Anthony Casebeer, the treasurer 
of the Fairness Campaign’s Committee for 
Fairness and Individual Rights, an LGBT or-

The Interwebs 
v. Cathy Brennan

City Desk
view from Mt Vernon
Dana LaRocca

ganization in Kentucky. That post read:
“Pimp slap is not enough here: a nice 

home run swing to the head with a 38-oz 
Louisville Slugger is more in order. There’s 
no brains in her head to destroy to start with. 
It’s personal, and if I ever saw her in my wind-
shield, I’ll be wiping blood off my white Buick. 
But I won’t be using the brakes.”

Mr. Casebeer’s awful utterance was not 
universally condemned. A handful of trans-
gender activists, while not supporting his 
language, blamed the victim for bringing this 
upon herself. They viewed her letter to the 
UN as an attack on their civil liberties. Rather 
than write an opposing view to the UN they 
engaged in interweb warfare.

One blogger, who failed to sign her 
name, referred to the letter that Brennan 
and Hungerford wrote to the UN as a “hate 
screed” and said that the authors  were try-
ing to convince the UN “to deny transgender 
women our basic civil rights.”

Blogger Katrina Rose of Transadvocate 
wrote of Brennan’s co-author E. Hungerford, 
“Sounds to me like someone either (a) is a 
disingenuous sack of shit; (b) is cut from 
the Piers Fletcher-Dervish attorney comtep-
tence [sic] cloth; (c) bought a law degree off 
of EBay; or (d) some combination thereof.”

Meanwhile, activists succeeded in having 
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THE ANNUAL 

GAY & LESBIAN NIGHT WITH 
SEPTEMBER 10
2011 FROM 8 PM TO 1 AMGAY & LESBIAN NIGHT WITH 

DJ Steve Henderson  
SPINNING ON INTERNATIONAL STREET  
From 11pm to 1am

Tickets 
$33 IN ADVANCE ONLINE. $36 AT THE GATE 
Visit kingsdominion.com and click on TICKETS. 
Scroll to the bottom of the page & enter “gaynight” 
as the company ID to get the special BHT price.

Parking  
$12

PRIDE SUNSET CRUISE
6:00 TO 8:00PM
SATURDAY, AUGUST 13TH
Departing from Discovery Village 
Marina, Shady Side, MD 

On the West River aboard Richard Lee, 
one of the last wooden tour boats to 
be built in the Chesapeake Bay.

Purchase festival tickets at:  
chesapeakepridefestival.org 

Tickets are $40.

I’M FROM DRIFTWOOD
TIME TBD
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14TH 
Annapolis Friends Meeting House 
351 Dubois Road, Annapolis, MD

Event co-sponsored with Evolve 
Chesapeake: evolvechesapeake.org

Free admission.

TRANSCENDING STEREOTYPES
6:30 TO 8:00 PM
TUESDAY, AUGUST 16TH 
49 West Cafe Back Room 
49 West St., Annapolis MD 

Event co-sponsored with the Anne 
Arundel Green Party: mdgreens.org

Free admission.

CHESAPEAKE PRIDE FESTIVAL 
NOON TO 6:00 PM
MAYO BEACH PARK 
4150 Honeysuckle Drive 
Edgewater, MD

Don’t miss Stormy Vain’s Fabulous  
Drag Show!

$5 suggested donation.

CHESAPEAKE PRIDE FESTIVAL  
www.chesapeakepridefestival.org      •      info@chesapeakepridefestival.org

Main Festival, Saturday, august 20
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Cambridge City Council this past January 
calling upon the City to address the matter 
head on, and earlier this month, the City of 
Cambridge became the first municipality in 
the nation to eradicate this unfair and un-
equal tax burden. Cambridge is now offer-
ing same-sex married employees a quarterly 
stipend valued at 20% of the reported tax-
able income imput-
ed to the employee 
for both health and 
dental benefits. 

Councilor Sim-
mons said that it 
is her great hope 
that, as goes 
Cambridge, so 
goes the country. Some federal elected of-
ficials are attempting to address the tax dis-
parity by supporting the Tax Parity for Health 
Plan Beneficiaries Act, HR 2088. The bill 
would eliminate the tax levied on health ben-
efits for by same-sex married couples and 
allow the domestic partners of federal civil-
ian employees to have the same health care 
benefits as married spouses, including re-
tirement, compensation for work injuries, and 
full life and health insurance benefits. The Bill 
is supported by a coalition of 77 U.S. compa-
nies, enjoys bi-partisan support, but has lan-
guished in Congress since 2001. It was re-
introduced in June 2011. (Bay Windows – e. 
denise Simmons at Baywindows.com)

Dallas couple 
donates $2 million 
to gay center
Dallas, tx – In what has been described as 
the second-largest gift ever given to an LGBT 
organization by a living donor, Dallas cou-
ple Eric V. Culbertson and David W. Carlson 
have pledged $2 
million to Resource 
Center Dallas, offi-
cials announced 
this week. RCD 
Executive Director 
and CEO Cece 
Cox said the dona-
tion would be used 
to help pay for construction of a new build-
ing that will consolidate programs and dou-
ble the agency’s available space. Cox said 
that the center has already hit the 30 per-
cent mark in its effort to raise the $12 million 
needed for the new facility. “We’re aiming to 
break ground in 2014 and move in 2015,” she 
said. Cox said that the donation was a result 
of building a strong relationship but the mon-

BeyOnD the BeLtway

ey was pledged after the couple took a tour 
of the center’s facilities. She said they told 
her, “We had no idea you did all this.”

Culbertson is the owner of Salon Three-
Thirty, and for the past several months he 
has offered yoga classes at Resource Center 
Dallas. Carlson is the founding chief financial 
officer of GameStop. The Grapevine-based 
video game and entertainment software retail-
er has more than 6,500 stores worldwide and 
is ranked 255th on the Fortune 500. GameStop 
has been the presenting sponsor of Black 
Tie Dinner for several years. He retired from 
GameStop recently and is now co-owner of 
Uptown Energy Fitness in West Village. 

The couple declined to be interviewed 
but released comments in a statement. “The 
driving force for our donation was the cen-
ter’s staff,” Culbertson said. “They make [the 
center] what it is, working so hard and do-
ing so much.. . .After touring all the facilities, 
and understanding the full scope of servic-
es, we knew that the center needed to have 
a new building, and very soon. (dallas Voice 
– david Taffet) 

Suit against Maine 
Denny’s brings 
welcome result
Portland. Maine – Gay & Lesbian Advocates 
& Defenders’ Transgender Rights Project 
and Realty Resources Hospitality, which op-
erates six Denny’s restaurants throughout 
Maine, announced an agreement resolving a 
lawsuit brought by 
Brianna Freeman, 
a transgen-
der woman who 
was denied ac-
cess to the wom-
en’s restroom at a 
Denny’s in Auburn, Maine. Realty Resources 
Hospitality has agreed that at all of the res-
taurants it operates, all transgender individu-
als, including Ms. Freeman, will have access 
to the restroom consistent with their stated 
gender identity.

“GLAD is pleased with the results of 
this case,” said GLAD Attorney Janson Wu. 
“We’re happy to have had the opportunity to 
work with business leaders to make Maine’s 
business establishments open and welcom-
ing to all potential customers.” Brian Mesley, 
a spokesperson for Realty Resources 
Hospitality, said, “[w]e recognize and sup-
port Ms. Freeman’s gender transition over 
the past three and half years, said. “Her tran-
sition and this lawsuit presented a new issue 
for us. It has been an educational process, 

and we reaffirm our commitment to provide 
top-notch services to all our customers. We 
believe the resolution of this case will work 
well for all of our customers and preserved 
the dignity and safety of all.”

The agreement ends the lawsuit that 
Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders filed 
in Androscoggin Superior Court in 2009 on 
behalf of Ms. Freeman after she had been 
told by the manager of the Auburn Denny’s 
that she could not use the women’s rest-
room. GLAD defeated a motion to dismiss 
by the defendants. Both parties reached 
agreement before the issuance of any de-
cision regarding the case. “The bottom line 
for me and other transgender patrons is that 
Denny’s has welcomed us to use the rest-
room that is consistent with how we live our 
lives,” said Ms. Freeman. “That makes good 
sense. Any other rule is just not workable for 
anyone.” (Bay Windows – Sue O’connell at 
Baywindows.com)

Activist protest 
Texas governor’s 
call to prayer
houston, tx – Homophobic, right wing 
Texas Gov. Rick Perry partnered with the 
American Family Association to present 
a day of prayer and fasting they dubbed 
“The Response” last Saturday, Aug. 6, at 
Houston’s Reliant Stadium. Organizers 
called the event “a call to prayer for a na-
tion in crises.” But opponents have a differ-
ent take. They called the event everything 
from a political maneuver pandering to the 
right wing intended to kick off Perry’s 2012 
presidential bid to an unconstitutional conflu-
ence of church and state. And those oppo-
nents from around the state, from partisan to 
apolitical, from atheist to interfaith, were out 
in force protesting the event. 

A block from the American Atheists, 
Freedom from Religion Foundation, and 
some fringe groups, a more somber, if no 

Washington police 
refuse to report 
attack on lesbians
washington, DC – Washington police re-
fused to make a report after a group of five 
lesbians were physically and verbally as-
saulted, letting the offenders go at the scene 
of the crime. The incident took place July 30 
at a DC train station, where two men shout-
ed “dyke” and other expletives to the women, 
the Washington Blade reported. 

The altercation began when the men flirt-
ed with two of the lesbians. After one of the 
women rebuked the flirting and said she was 
with her girlfriend, the men began harass-
ing them with anti-gay slurs and threats. The 
men then punched two of the women in the 
face and head. A 911 call was placed, sup-
posedly by a bystander, but when police ar-
rived they refused to complete a report and 
allowed the offenders to leave the scene. 
“The police grabbed one of the attackers 
and restrained him,” Yazzmen Morse, one of 
the victims, said to the Blade. “Then they let 
him go. And then they said they didn’t want to 
hear our stories.” 

Three days later, after Morse’s moth-
er called and complained, the D.C. police’s 
Gay & Lesbian Liaison Unit made a report 
on Aug. 2. The report lists the altercation as 
an anti-gay hate crime. The liaison unit is 
working with officers from the Third District, 
who were the original unit to respond to the 
crime scene and refuse to make a report. 
(Washington Blade & 365Gay.com – Blair 
mishleau)

Cambridge funds 
same-sex couples to 
offset tax
Cambridge, Ma – The City of Cambridge 
currently provides some form of health in-
surance benefits to the same-sex spouses 
of 22 city and school department employees. 
Because federal tax policy considers depen-
dent benefits for same-sex couples as tax-
able earned income, these 22 employees 
pay additional taxes on their health bene-
fits that employees in heterosexual marriag-
es sex do not have to pay – approximately 
$1,069 more in federal taxes than do couples 
in heterosexual marriages with the same 
benefits.

To offset this disparity, out Lesbian 
Cambridge City Councilor E. Denise 
Simmons introduced a policy order in the 

COMPiLeD By JiM BeCker

Councilor e. Denise 
Simmons
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that, to the extent that they understood the is-
sues, they were proponents of LGBT rights,” 
Huff said, “using the fairness quotient, as I 
like to call it.” She described the fairness quo-
tient as being, when one describes a situa-
tion, the likelihood that someone says, “That 
isn’t right!” In addition to the obvious benefit to 
the LGBT community, Huff believes the ordi-
nance’s unanimous passage in East Cleveland 
also carries an important lesson with it. “This 
should put another crack in the presumption 
that black people are more homophobic than 
white people,” she noted. “It just isn’t true. We 
have a different style when we fuss about stuff. 
This ordinance is a wonderful nod to the friend-
liness of East Cleveland and how it welcomes 
everybody,” she continued. (Gay People’s 
chronicle – anthony Glassman at gaypeople-
schronicle.com)

Christian school 
again gets worst 
LGBT rating
new york, ny – The Princeton Review re-
leased their annual tally of LGBT-friendly 
and unfriendly colleges August 2. Wheaton 
College, a conservative Christian school in 
Wheaton, Ill., was again ranked as the least-
friendly school for LGBT students. The small 
school of less than 3,000 students in the sleepy 
Chicago suburb 
has a Community 
Covenant that 
strictly forbids “ho-
mosexual behav-
ior.” “Our goal is to 
follow God’s truth, including what the Bible 
says about sexual ethics,” a statement from 
Wheaton College read. “While some may in-
terpret this stance as hostility to the LGBTQ 
community, our aim is to stand respectfully 
and graciously for biblical truth.” 

OneWheaton, a support organization 
of pro-gay alumni, was disappointed with 
Wheaton College’s results. “We’re sad that 
this ranking exists in the first place,” said 
Kristin Winn, the group’s spokeswoman. 
“College is a difficult and transformative time 
for people.… We’re sad there are still spaces 
in the U.S. where students feel they are not 
supported and (are) alone.”

The Princeton Review sent out 80-ques-
tion surveys to more than 122,000 students 
across the U.S. The LGBT question asked, 
“Is there very little discrimination against ho-
mosexuals?” Most of the 20 colleges ranked 
as unfriendly for LGBT students are religion-
based, including Bringham Young University, 
University of Notre Dame and Grove City 

BeyOnD the BeLtway

less energetic, response to “The Response” 
was taking place. Organized by GetEQUAL, 
the event sought to give voice to people killed 
by the violent rhetoric of transphobia and ho-
mophobia. GetEQUAL staged several mock 
funerals throughout the day to represent the 
more than 13,000 people killed in America 
because of anti-LGBT bias since 1980. The 
funerals were complete with coffins and a 
New Orleans-style street band. 

Between funerals the GetEQUAL pro-
testors chanted and sang. Their rousing 
rendition of the civil rights era classic “We 
Shall Overcome” drew attendees of “The 
Response” out of the stadium to look down 
from the third floor mezzanine. Chants of 
“This is what democracy looks like” and “Pray 
away the hate” rang out all day, as more and 
more protestors arrived. At one point the 
chant spontaneously morphed into “Show 
me what hypocrisy looks like” and the as-
sembled protestors turned to point at Reliant 
Stadium and chant, “This is what hypocrisy 
looks like.” (dallas Voice at dallasvoice.com)

East Cleveland 
passes a broad civil 
rights ordinance
east Cleveland, Oh – After two years of 
bridge-building between the Cleveland 
Stonewall Democrats and the East Cleveland 
government, the city unanimously passed 
an expansive civil rights ordinance on last 
month. The legislation 
covers sexual orien-
tation, gender identity 
and expression, race, 
gender and disability 
in the areas of educa-
tion, employment, pub-
lic accommodation and 
housing. It was drafted 
by attorney Leslye Huff, 
one of three Stonewall 
Democrats board members who live in the 
city. It replaces a narrower fair-housing ordi-
nance, to which sexual orientation was add-
ed ten years ago. 

The new measure establishes a five- to 
seven-member civil rights commission to in-
vestigate allegations of discrimination. If, af-
ter the investigation, the matter cannot be re-
solved through mediation or conciliation, it 
gives the person filing the complaint the right 
to file a lawsuit.

The Stonewall Democrats began endors-
ing in East Cleveland in the 2009 election cy-
cle, and found strong, if unfocused, support for 
LGBT equality. “Everyone seemed to agree 

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

College. Secular schools on the unfriend-
ly list include Hampden Sydney College 
(an all-male school), Texas A&M University 
and the University of Rhode Island. LGBT-
friendly schools include New York University, 
Stanford University and Emerson College. 
(365Gay.com – Blair mishleau)

Group warns 
lawmakers about 
anti-gay votes
hickory, nC – The North Carolina-based 
national education group Faith in America 
warned state lawmakers that they would be 
held accountable for their votes on anti-LG-
BT pieces of legislation. Both the House and 
Senate are considering an anti-LGBT con-
stitutional amendment that 
could ban recognition of 
same-sex marriages, civil 
unions, domestic partner-
ships and other public and 
private arrangements be-
tween same-sex couples. 

Brent Childers, Faith in 
America executive director, 
said his group would be-
gin a statewide awareness 
campaign to bring attention to the actions of 
legislators who support the anti-LGBT con-
stitutional amendments. “The constituents 
of every legislator who votes to proceed with 
the anti-gay marriage initiative are going to 
learn how these elected officials are promot-
ing a social and religious climate of hostili-
ty and violence toward innocent people and 
children,” Childers said in a release. “We 
plan to reveal to parents, business owners, 
church-goers and the kids in these legisla-
tors’ hometowns the heinous and immense-
ly harmful form of bigotry and prejudice that 
these legislators are embracing.” 

Childers pointed to two studies by the 
American Psychological Association and 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

documenting the effects of anti-gay legisla-
tion and government-sanctioned discrimina-
tion on the LGBT community. “These studies 
only document what common sense tells us,” 
Childers said. “Placing a moral and religious 
stamp of disapproval on someone’s very be-
ing causes immense and lasting harm to 
individuals and society. Women, African 
Americans, Native Americans and interracial 
couples have all been targets of this vile form 
of bigotry in the past when religious teach-
ing was misused to justify prejudice and dis-
crimination. Those historical precedents of 
religion-based bigotry all have been judged 
as immoral. Yet, a group of ill-intentioned 
lawmakers want North Carolina to embrace 
that same form of bigotry today.” t (Q-Notes 
Online – matt comer at q-notes.com)

Brent 
Childers

On September 13, Vote Odette 
Ramos for City Council, 12th District

Odette is experienced and ready to:
-  Ensure safe streets, spaces, and 

neighborhoods
-  Move city government to work 

efficiently and effectively.
- Solve problems in neighborhoods
- Invest in our youth 

Leadership, Integrity, No Excuses.

“Odette’s track record 
speaks for itself. She is 
ready to lead and serve in 
the 12th District”  
- Delegate Maggie McIntosh

www.odetteramos.com
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By Cathy Brennan
Fifteen years ago, a University of Maryland 
law student named John Pucker worked 
diligently to promote marriage equali-
ty for gay folks. At that time, working to de-
feat anti-gay marriage bills took up most 
of the time Pucker’s Same-Sex Marriage 
Advocates Coalition (with its fantastic acro-
nym “SSMAC”) dedicated to the cause. As 
a result of the heads up defensive advocacy 
of SSMAC and many elected officials, most 
notably then-Delegate Sharon Grosfeld, 
Maryland remains on the list of states that 
did not adopt an outright ban on permitting a 
gay couple to marry in Maryland.

Of course, everyone remembers the 
heartbreak of the American Civil Liberties 
Union’s losing effort to win marriage rights 
through litigation. We also remember the her-
culean efforts of advocates earlier this year 
to win those rights legislatively, passing a 
bill in the Senate on the backs of Senators 
Rich Madaleno and Jamie Raskin only to 
see it fall to a crushing defeat in the House 
of Delegates, despite the equally heroic ef-
forts of Baltimore’s Maggie McIntosh, Keiffer 
Mitchell and Mary Washington, among others.

Now, on the eve of the 2012 presiden-
tial election, Maryland stands poised to take 
center stage on marriage equality – with 
Governor Martin O’Malley promising to in-
clude such legislation in the package he 
moves through the General Assembly next 
year. Marylanders for Marriage Equality, 
described in its press release as “a united 
and diverse coalition made up of labor, re-
ligious, civil rights, and LGBT groups,” in-
cluding Progressive Maryland and Equality 
Maryland, will provide support.

Political insiders are jubilant, as they 
know that O’Malley’s shoulder to the wheel 
will give them the five or so delegates they 
need for victory. O’Malley, a smart politi-
cian with an eye on the White House in 2016, 
knows full well that we will ultimately win the 
battle for marriage equality. He must em-
brace a core Democratic issue if he wants 
to be a presidential candidate. New York 
Governor Andrew Cuomo is already ahead 
on this front, having just, virtually single-
handedly, secured marriage rights for gay 
couples in my home state.

It’s impressive that O’Malley decided 
to come out for marriage equality in such a 
front-and-center way at all. During the failed 
2011 marriage campaign, O’Malley’s advo-
cacy occurred mostly in private. Many of us 
cringed when he made an equivocal state-
ment that voters should decide the issue at 

referendum. 
O’Malley’s hesitancy to fully embrace 

marriage equality until now does not shock 
– the governor’s religious beliefs do not em-
brace same-sex relationships as equal to 
heterosexual unions. Although he has been 
responsive when he needed as Mayor of 
Baltimore City and as governor, gay and 
lesbian issues have never been fully in his 
wheelhouse.

So why now? In addition to the obvious 
answer – gay votes and dollars needed to 
run for president – we must credit the gov-
ernor’s wife, the Honorable Katie Curran 
O’Malley, who has quietly lobbied for mar-
riage equality in her own right. As detailed 
in the Washington Post, Judge O’Malley lob-
bied privately in support of the legislation. 

O’Malley’s support of marriage equali-
ty gives us hope that we will see some sort 
of relationship recognition legislation in 2012. 
However, caution is warranted, for at least two 
reasons. Equality Maryland, which primari-
ly moved the legislation in 2011, continues its 
freefall, leaving many in the community won-
dering if it will have a fully functioning board 
and staff ready to work on day one of the leg-
islative session next January, if not before. 
Perhaps more troubling are the recent reports 
that Progressive Maryland – the umbrella or-
ganization for the 2012 marriage campaign 
– is experiencing its own implosion, with PM 
missing payroll several times over the sum-
mer due to decreasing contributions.

With these known weaknesses, 
Maryland’s gays and lesbians need to be 
realistic. We rely solely on the Governor to 
carry the five votes we need over the goal 
line. Do not be shocked if what is carried 
over that goal line is a civil unions compro-
mise. And yes, I know, it might not be “fair” 
or what you want, but the U.S. Supreme 
Court will ultimately decide this issue – and 
we cannot afford to not have Maryland in the 
“yes” column when that court hears a mar-
riage equality case. The more states that al-
low some sort of relationship recognition, the 
more likely the Court will find a national pol-
icy favoring such relationship recognition for 
all. And remember, marriage is not the only 
“to do” on the list; Maryland still has yet to 
find a workable compromise to afford ratio-
nal discrimination protections for people of 
trans* experience.

There is much work to be done for pro-
gressives. If what we get is civil unions, the 
governor – and our community – would be 
wise to call is a win and move on. Let’s make 
John Pucker proud!  t

Betting the Farm on Gay Marriage
thinking OUt LOUD

Mr. Petersen (“Jason Curtis dedicated to 
the community,” Reader Feedback, July 29, 
2011) should realize that the person elect-
ed to represent him in Mt. Vernon also rep-
resents other areas in the same district 
and while Mr. Curtis might be a force in Mt. 
Vernon, Ms. Ramos is indeed a force not 
only in Charles Village, but has established a 
presence and a mission throughout this dis-
trict as a whole (including the places many 
candidates choose to avoid when they cam-
paign). Successful Council Members need 
to make a difference throughout their district 
and to as many of their residents as possible.

Being gay does not make Mr. Curtis any 
more or less qualified to take office than Ms. 
Ramos and as a gay man I am offended 
that such an antediluvian perspective could 
permeate anyone’s political point of view in 
2011. There are myriad opinions and per-
spectives out here, but one does not make 
a better point by seeking to invalidate those 
of others nor by endeavoring to devalue the 
efficacy of someone who might be different 
than themselves simply by virtue of that dif-
ference. As a gay man, Mr. Petersen should 
be well aware of that fact. While our district is 

home to many GLBTQ people, we are but a 
piece of the pie and not the pie in its entirety. 
Whomever we elect should represent all of 
us without fail or compromise.

In the coming months all of us in Baltimore 
City should be contemplating and consider-
ing the choices for our political future. It’s my 
hope that those choices are made with open 
minds, open hearts and in consideration of 
what will bring about the best results for our 
districts and our city as a whole. The power 
of our votes can be incredible, but the power 
of unity in our community could make us un-
stoppable in reaching our goals and ideals.

I’ll be voting for Odette Ramos because 
I believe she represents the change I seek 
in my community and in my city. I believe 
she has the vision, passion and dedication 
to make it a reality and I look forward to hav-
ing a council member who realizes the power 
and importance of people working together 
to make things better for everybody.

Each of us is entitled to our opinions and per-
spectives on the issues we face or find important 
and to express them as we see fit. I would merely 
encourage those so inspired to do so without vit-
riol and superfluous negativity so that everyone’s 
choices can be made fairly and objectively.

Steve C.
Charles Village

Odette Ramos is a 
force for Baltimore

reaDer FeeDBaCk

Letters to the editor: We want to hear your thoughts and comments! Send letters to edi-
tor@baltimoreoutloud.com or Baltimore oUtloUd, P.O. Box 3640, Baltimore, maryland 21214
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heaLth anD weLLneSS

Dear Dr. Eva,
I am a roller coaster enthusiast. I travel 

around the country seeking the ultimate roll-
er coaster thrill. No matter how tall, how fast, 
or how many inversions, there isn’t a coaster 
out there I wouldn’t ride. 
Are there any health risks 
I should be aware of as-
sociated with riding roller 
coasters or other amuse-
ment park attractions? 

Coaster Crazy 

Dear Coaster Crazy, 
Researching this one 

was difficult because it’s 
in no one’s interest to be 
neutral. The amusement 
park operators want to 
prove their roller coast-
ers are safe, and some 
safety advocates want to 
prove that they are un-
safe. The efforts to prove 
that they are unsafe rest 
mostly on rare individual 
cases of subdural bleed-
ing, bleeding in the mem-
branes that cover the 
brain, which have occurred in young people 
without any known history of bleeding or oth-
er risk factors. As near as I can determine, 
roller coasters can be very dangerous for 
certain people, but for most people a ride on 
a roller coaster is safer than a ride on a com-
mercial airplane and much safer than a ride 
in their own car.

The people who are at higher risk on 
a roller coaster are the same people who 
would be at high risk in a car making a sud-
den stop or simply from a fall. These are el-
derly people, people taking anticoagulants 
(blood thinners) including high-dose aspi-
rin, and people who have had a stroke in the 
past, have a brain aneurysm, or have un-
controlled high blood pressure. There also 

seem to be certain people who are at high-
er risk for subdural hematoma for no identifi-
able reason. Since you have already proved 
by experimentation that you are not in any of 
these categories, I’d say you have no reason 
to be worried. One thing that seems to be es-
tablished if that is that there is no incremen-
tal risk from roller coaster rides: there is no 
small injury that occurs each time that even-
tually adds up to a large injury. 

Pay attention to your body. You will even-
tually get to an age where riding roller coast-
ers leaves you feeling worse than it does 
today: more dizzy or lightheaded or with a 
headache. That would be a good time to 
stop riding them. For now, don’t worry. The 
only precaution I suggest is that if you have 
a headache after riding a roller coaster and 
it does not stop within a few hours, go to the 
emergency room, explain the situation, and 

ask for a head 
CT to check 
for subdural 
hematoma.

I also want 
to mention that 
many of the in-
juries and the 
rare deaths that 
occur at amuse-
ment parks are 
a result of peo-
ple not using 
common sense 
or not following 
the rules of the 
parks. If the re-
straints can-
not hold a per-
son securely 
in place, that 
person should 
stay off the ride.  
This includes 

being too large for a ride: that is, if the re-
straints just barely buckle, it is not safe. If 
a ride has a rule posted, for example, that 
you should not ride it if you have heart dis-
ease, then you should not. If a ride advises 
that you should remove your earrings before 
the ride starts and you do not do so, the re-
sult could be bleeding from your piercings. In 
that situation I would suggest removing rings 
from all piercings, not just the ears. If that’s 
too much trouble or impossible to do in pub-
lic, stay off that ride!  t

dr. eva Hersh is chief medical officer at 
chase Brexton Health Services. Send ques-
tions to editor@baltimoreoutloud.com, or to eva 
Hersh md, chase Brexton Health Services, 
1001 cathedral St., Baltimore, md 21201.

Are Roller 
Coasters Safe?

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh
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PASSINGS

Stephen Joseph Alsop died suddenly, on July 
24, 2011. He was the son of Jackie Weakley 
Alsop and the late Joseph Lloyd Alsop, be-
loved life partner of Rosalie Nagel Alsop and 
the late David Woods; father of Mark David 
(a.k.a. Gwydion Suilebhan) of Silver Spring, 
MD, Benjamin Alsop of Madison, WI, and 
the late Jonathan Alsop; brother of Susan 
Alsop McLean and Stacey Marcus Alsop and 
brother-in-law of Sophia Nagel; grandfather 
of Porter, Solana, and Lochlann Alsop.  Rest 
in peace. t

STEPHEN 
JOSEPH ALSOP
JULy 24, 2011

Hello again, this is Father Bill from St. 
Michael the Archangel Church on the corner 
of 4th Street and Pontiac Avenue, Brooklyn, 
Maryland. All are welcome! Service is at 
noon each Sunday.

God is outside knocking on the door to our 
lives. Are you ready to open that door? With 
God not in our life, we struggle, stumble 
and often can fail. With the spirit of God 
in our life, through prayer and good 
works, we gain new inner strength. 
We can succeed and conquer! Well al-
most. God does allow us to venture out 
on our own, while being assured of His 
constant love. That’s pretty amazing to 
ponder. Our God is a personal and res-
urrected God, Who lives forever! 

God cares about how we live and keep 
His Commandments. Jesus told us on that 
sad night before He died, “The Spirit is will-
ing, but the flesh is weak.” Do not be afraid. 
Be confident in your belief that God and His 

Angels will protect you from harm…Provided 
we simply open the door to our heart!

Life is tough, being Out is tougher. We 
want Society to be tolerant and protect us 
from harmful discrimination.  

More Churches need to take up our ban-
ners and follow our lead! We are a communi-

ty to help children, teens, adults and 
seniors. Not just a select few but all of 
God’s people. Each of us is blessed 
with knowledge, problem solving skills, 
and the ability to know the difference 
between right and wrong.  Are we using 
God’s gifts the right way? Or are these 
precious spiritual gifts being squan-
dered on bad decisions, loveless rela-

tionships or material gains? I pray that is not the 
case in your life. Feel confident in your belief 
that our God is a loving and caring spirit that 
dwells within each person. God wants us to re-
ceive His blessed gifts of healing, peace, fel-
lowship, and love. Take, give and receive! t

Faith

If you are ‘out,’ you are ‘in’ with us! 

 If  You are OUT, then You are IN with Us! 

“ALL ARE WELCOME!” 

at  St. Michael The Archangel 
Catholic Church 

401 Pontiac Avenue, Brooklyn, MD 21225 

410.644.0566 

Sunday Mass at 12:00 Noon

A Parish of  the New Catholic Church of  North America

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise, ordained Old Catholic priest, 
specializing in weddings, baptisms, funerals, home 

blessings, spiritual direction. For more information, 
410-900-2021 or africanlotus@aol.com

Dear Archbishop:
I write in response to your letter on the 

public issue of equality of civil marriage 
rights in the State of Maryland.

On this bridge we share between the 
secular and the sacred, you and I see very 
much alike on many public is-
sues affecting the good or-
der – and the common good 
– of the pluralistic society that 
is our beloved United States 
of America: eradicating pov-
erty, expanding economic op-
portunity, promoting the digni-
ty of work and the justice of fair 
wages, respecting the right of 
workers to organize, acknowl-
edging the justice of a fair and 
progressive income tax, recog-
nizing the dignity of every human being includ-
ing, as yet, unauthorized immigrants, repeal-
ing the death penalty, reducing the incidence 
of infant mortality, providing a quality educa-
tion for every child regardless of wealth, pro-
tecting God’s natural creation for the benefit of 
future generations, reducing violent crime, re-
building our cities, healing the sick, feeding the 
hungry, sheltering the homeless, visiting the 
imprisoned. 

I do not presume, nor would I ever pre-
sume as governor, to question or infringe upon 

to define, to preach about, and to administer 
the sacraments of the Roman Catholic Church. 
But on the public issue of granting equal civ-
il marital rights to same sex couples, you and 
I disagree – as I shared with you and your col-
leagues at the Catholic Conference during the 

candidate interview of the 
last campaign.

As governor, I am 
sworn to uphold the law 
without partiality or prej-
udice. When shortcom-
ings in our laws bring 
about a result that is un-
just, I have a public obli-
gation to change that in-
justice. I have concluded 
that discriminating against 
individuals based on their 

sexual orientation in the context of civil mari-
tal rights is unjust. I have also concluded that 
that treating the children of families headed 
by same sex couples with lesser protections 
under the law than children of families head-
ed by heterosexual parents, is also unjust. 
Enclosed is the statement I gave on July 22, 
2011 on this matter of law.

I look forward to working with you on oth-
er issues of mutual agreement. And I respect 
your freedom to disagree with me as a citizen 
and as a religious leader without questioning 
your motives.

Sincerely,
Martin O’Malley

Govenor Martin O’Malley 
Responds to the Archbishop of Baltimore 
Regarding Marriage Equality 
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The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

Old Town Friends 
Fellowship 

Simplicity. Harmony.
A new faith community in downtown 

Baltimore. Seekers Welcome!

www.oldtownfriends.org 
410-231-FRND (3763)

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome

bmorethical
THE BALTIMORE

ETHICAL SOCIETY
SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M.

If you’re not practicing your religion…
maybe you’re practicing ours.

Learn more at www.bmorethical.org

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

 If  You are OUT, then You are IN with Us! 

“ALL ARE WELCOME!” 

at  St. Michael The Archangel 
Catholic Church 

401 Pontiac Avenue, Brooklyn, MD 21225 

410.644.0566 

Sunday Mass at 12:00 Noon

A Parish of  the New Catholic Church of  North America
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 avec corr. sans corr.

média
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by phone 410-547-7328.
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AT THE

I n a u g u r a l  2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2  s e a s o n

We're Setting 
the Stage!

For Tickets 410-547-SEAT

NovEmbEr 4 & 6m

ocTobEr 
8 & 9

ocTobEr 15

DEcEmbEr 7 DEcEmbEr 17 & 18

ocTobEr 21

DEcEmbEr 21

ocTobEr 22

DEcEmbEr 22

DEcEmbEr 2 & 3

starring 
Elizabeth Futral & Eric Margiore

featuring 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra 
Conducted by Steven White 
& Directed by Crystal Manich

Sung in Italian with English surtitles

La Traviata
v e r d i ’ s

artistic director james harp

Tony BenneTT

Amy GrAnT & Vince GiLL 
12 DAys of chrisTmAs

John WATers 
chrisTmAs

The irish Tenors 
Wright • Kearns • tynan

moscoW BALLeT’s GreAT 
russian nutcracKer

JacKson BroWne LeWis BLacK

For Full Season Flex Plans go to modellpac.com
110 W. Mount Royal Ave., Baltimore, MD 21201  |   (M-F) 10a -4p

Only 3 
Performances!

Modell_Lyric_Urbanite_Mag_Ad.indd   1 7/21/11   2:34:41 PM
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By ChUCk DUnCan
Scientist Will Rodman is working to create a cure for 
Alzheimer’s disease.  His motives are personal, as his father 
is suffering from the debilitating effects of the disease.  The 
corporation he works for, GenSys, has provided Rodman with 
chimps to experiment on but when one goes berserk – presum-
ably from the effects of the medication – the program is shut 
down and the chimps are destroyed.  Except one, the baby the 
(mother) chimp was actually trying to protect.  The baby, Caesar, 
shows signs of advanced intelligence so Rodman keeps him at 
home and also gives his father a dose of the experimental drug.  
With a miraculous recovery comes devastating consequences 
and the rise of the Planet of the apes.

Ever since I saw the trailer, I was already 90% against 
this movie because of how they screwed with the timeline 
from the original Planet of the apes series. But, I went into 
this move with an open mind, willing to accept it on its own 
terms and … I really enjoyed it! This is the first reboot that I 
can think of that didn’t simply ape (pun intended) the original 
movie on which it is based. 

Writers Rick Jaffa and Amanda Silver have taken the ba-
sic premise of Pierre Boulle’s novel and created an entire-
ly new origin story for the series (if it should progress past 
this movie). Instead of establishing a planet already inhabited 
by intelligent apes and then learning how the planet became 
that way (as in the third movie of the original series), the story 

starts in modern times and 
gives a rather plausible ex-
planation for how the apes 
became intelligent (well, as 
plausible as it can be but it 
works).

After I got over my ini-
tial resentment of this “un-
necessary” reboot, I was 
completely drawn into the 
story but not by the human 
characters.  It’s the apes 
that really sell the whole 
concept. I have to tip my 
hat to the effects crew that 
created not just one or two 
digital characters, but an 
entire army of CGI apes 
with their own personali-
ties (credit also to the hu-
man actors – like Andy 
Serkis – who did the motion capture performances). 

If the apes didn’t perform, the movie would have sunk but 
you really feel for these creatures, especially as we see how 
badly the humans treat them. There are times when they do 
have a bit of a CGI look to them and some of the movements, 

as Caesar leaps through tree-
tops, are a little too fluid and 
don’t give the feeling of the 
character having real weight, 
but those moments are hard-
ly enough to take you out of 
the movie and stop believing 
that you’re looking at real an-
imals (and the only real ani-
mals in the movie are a dog 
and a couple of horses).

That’s not to say that 
the human cast didn’t ac-
quit themselves, but many 
of them are simply “types.” 
James Franco, who is alleg-
edly bad-mouthing the movie 
for not being what he signed 
on for, is actually believable 
as a scientist and he has a 
great relationship with Caesar 
and his father. John Lithgow 
doesn’t have much to do but 
he plays the father role well, 
both in sickness and in health 
and he becomes tragic when 
his disease returns as a side-
effect of the drug. Brian Cox 
is wasted as the caretaker 
of a primate facility, but Tom 
Felton is over-the-top evil as 
his son who loves to torment 

Rise of the Planet of the Apes Doesn’t Monkey Around
LiveLy artS // OUT ON SCREEN

the apes. Freida Pinto is also charming as the vet who helps 
stitch up Caesar after an unfortunate encounter with a neigh-
bor and ends up falling in love with Will.  Unfortunately for all 
of them, the apes are the real stars and totally overshadow 
their performances.

If I have any nitpicks about the film – and they are minor – 
I have to roll my eyes at David Oyelowo’s bad guy character, 
Steven Jacobs (Will’s boss). I mean, the bad guy in a movie 
traditionally wears black, but did they have to make the only 
black character in the movie the bad guy? Only thing he’s 
missing is a handlebar mustache to twirl. 

Then there is the neighbor of the Rodmans, played by 
David Hewlett. Anytime Caesar or the elder Rodman causes 
problems outside of their home, Hewlett’s character is al-
ways involved. There are obviously a lot of people in this 
neighborhood, but this one guy gets the brunt of everything 
the Rodman household (and even a Rodman co-worker!) 
dishes out. 

These little things aside, I was very pleased with the mov-
ie and I absolutely loved how they set up a possible sequel. I 
won’t spoil it, but there is a moment in the movie where I just 
thought to myself, “What does that have to do with anything 
and why is it so prominent?” Sit tight for a minute through 
the end credits and it should all pay-off (it’s almost as good 
of an “A-ha!” moment as the end of the classic Planet of the 
apes movie).

Sometimes after I see a movie and think about it, I real-
ize that my initial feelings of goodwill turn a bit sour when I 
start to realize that nothing in the story fits together. Despite 
what Franco might think of the finished product, I think rise 
of the Planet of the apes is a pretty terrific and entertaining 
movie (more so than it had any right to be) that does man-
age to throw in a few nods to the fans of the original (look 
for Charlton Heston in an old movie on TV, and pay atten-
tion to some of the character names), and I’m actually look-
ing forward to a sequel to see if I’m right about how it’s go-
ing to play out. t
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to express mili-
tant, sincere, and 
soulful gender 
variant / transgen-
der activism via 
all-out creativity.”

Leah B. ex-
presses an episte-
mological stance 
(read: manifesto) 
with radical joy:

“difference is always greatly feared. Was anyone ever 
sick? Or is it possible that external and societal pressure 
made them ill, told them to stay ill, “diagnosed” them, de-
stroyed their personal liberty in an effort to maintain gender 
conformity. If trans individuals are consistently made to feel 
that they are diseased through such terms such as; “symp-
toms”, “condition”, “psychiatric classification”, “gender iden-
tity disorder”, “diagnosis” then collectively the entire trans 
populace will simply never progress. Transgender people 
ask questions of themselves, that many never entertain, con-
cerning their roles within humanity. This is evolution, not dis-
ease.” t

Leah B. comes to Baltimore to present her latest “Write To 
Live” in affirmation of gender variant freedom. Meeting Leah 
B. after a long week of transgender advocacy and political 
strategy is a positive shock to the senses. She promotes a 
kind of activism that is refreshing in its honesty. It is art. And 
it is exuberant. She promotes her art as “trans – punk / gen-
der variant / queer activism.” As art, it is new and refreshing.

But as a style of political activism, it is a well-test-
ed and often successful strategy. Consider the so-
cial change that occurred in the 1960s. Could those 
changes have occurred without art and music?

A previous generation changed the world to 
the sound of “tin soldiers and Nixon’s coming” and 
the poster colors of soup cans and Marilyn’s lips. 
Culture preceded strategy, creating the aesthetic 
backdrop that defined an era in ways that narra-
tive histories cannot do. Now Leah B. leads a new 
generation of artists, herself a performing artist, to-
ward changing the world through art: The Gender 
EDGE Collective.

Gender EDGE promotes all 
concepts of gender variance. As 
a warm up here in Baltimore Leah 

B. of the gender edge punk arts movement will perform zine 
readings, sound fragments and poetic prose outpourings at 
Baltimore’s favorite anarchist venue, Red Emma’s, at 800 St. 
Paul Street on Tuesday August 16 at 7 p.m. 

This comes in advance of the next week’s happen-
ing on August 26 at the Charm City Art Space as part of the 
Baltimore Independent Music and Arts Festival (BIMA Fest). 

Shawna Potter from Hollaback B’more will be 
there also. Friday, August 26 · 8 -11:30 pm

The Gender EDGE movement is a cre-
ation of the younger, edgier transgender, 
gender queer, gender non-conforming gen-
erations; according to their website. It is 
“a pathway for social change and a punk 
inspired movement for the transgender 
community.”

Their mission is to “Keep it all trans 
-punk and DIY. Organizing everything from 
zine production/distribution, to readings, to 
shows/performance events…, all in an effort 

Gender EDGE Collective
LiveLy artS // OUT ON STAGE

By Steve Charing
For nearly 40 years the musical Grease has graced the stag-
es of Broadway, summer stock, community theater, and high 
schools and middle schools all over the U.S., and it also 
spawned the highest grossing musical movie to this date. It 
remains Broadway’s 13th longest running show ever, having 
debuted in 1972 (1971 in Chicago) and lasting until 1980 – a 
total of 3,388 performances.

You know the show has been around a while when the 
original Danny was played by Barry Bostwick, and the origi-
nal Sandy was performed by Carole Demas.

Grease, whose book, music and lyrics were penned by 
Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey, also had Broadway revivals 
in 1994 and 2007 and major tours both in the U.S. and inter-
nationally throughout the years. 

The plot, probably familiar to most readers due to the 
show’s prolific run, has undergone some tweaking in terms 
of the score and dialogue during its course. Yet it contin-
ues to center on the relationships between lead characters 
Danny Zuko and the Sandra Dee-like Sandy Dumbrowski 
and among their respective peer cliques – the T-Birds and 
Pink Ladies – at the fictional Rydell High School in 1959. 

Embedded in the plot are such social issues as teen-
age pregnancy and gang violence amidst the themes of love, 
friendship, teenage rebellion, sexual exploration during ado-
lescence, and class consciousness. While those issues are 
legitimate in any period, Grease is all about the 50s in terms 
of music, wardrobe, culture, dialogue, and gestures. Its pop-
ularity over these many years is a testament to the show’s 
ability to entertain audiences of all ages and in all eras.

The current mounting of Grease at the Olney Theatre 
Center does the show proud. Bobby Smith, whose body of 

work stems more from acting (eight Helen Hayes nomina-
tions for excellence in Washington theater) than directing 
(Forever Plaid at Olney last summer), piloted a tight, ener-
getic, seemingly flawless production of Grease on Olney’s 
main stage.

From the vocals and dancing to the scenery (Robert 
Klingelhoefer), lighting (Charlie Morrison and Sonya 
Dowhaluk) and Seth Gilbert’s costume design, the staging of 
this show was Broadway caliber right from the get-go. 

The brilliantly performed iconic ensemble number 
“Summer Nights” in the second scene set the tone and won 
the audience’s affection for the 
production that lasted through-
out and culminated with a rau-
cous standing ovation at show’s 
end. The songs are the show’s 
strength, as one would expect 
in a musical with the pedigree of 
Grease, under the musical direc-
tion of Aaron Broderick and cho-
reography of Ilona Kessell. 

“Greased Lightnin’” (featur-
ing a crowd-pleasing transforma-
tion of a rusty unpainted convertible to a shiny hot rod dur-
ing the song), the hilarious “Mooning,” “Born to Hand-Jive,” 
“Hopelessly Devoted to You,” “Beauty School Dropout” (that 
spotlighted a scintillating vocal performance by Vincent M. 
Kempski), and “You’re the One That I Want” were standouts 
along with the aforementioned “Summer Nights.”

The interplay among the actors was snappy, mischievous 
and well-timed, which more than adequately served as bridges 
between the anticipated and well-executed musical numbers.

Casting for this production was spot-on; the talented en-
semble is young but experienced with several having per-
formed on Olney’s stage in the past. David Bryant Johnson 
did justice to handsome, cocky Danny Zuko, possessing sol-
id stage instincts and a fine singing voice. Jessica Lauren 
Ball as the wholesome Sandy demonstrated sweet vocal 
skills during her numbers.

Other outstanding cast members include Delores King 
Williams as the no-nonsense teacher Miss Lynch, Caroline 
Bowman as sarcastic Betty Rizzo, Dan Van Why as the 
mooning Roger, Allan Wiggins as Doody, and Patrick Cragin 

as the tough Kenickie. The remainder of the 
cast was also exemplary, following the strong 
direction of Bobby Smith.

Though the stage at Olney is not as roomy 
as you would ordinarily find in the larger ven-
ues, Robert Klingelhoefer did a superb job of 
economizing the space by designing a multi-
use platform on the stage that resembles a 
large above-ground pool. The orchestra is 
seated on top and rear of the platform, and the 
actors come and go from a center entrance 
and duel staircases on the sides as well as 

from the wings. Scene and set changes proceeded smoothly.
All in all, the production stayed true to its roots and rock 

’n’ roll core, and everybody associated with it deserves ap-
plause. It’s a worthwhile visit back to the 50s even if you had 
enjoyed a summer night with Grease before. t

Grease is playing at the Olney Theater center, 2001 
Olney-Sandy Springs rd., Olney, md 20832 through august 
28. For tickets and information call 301-924-3400 or visit 
www.olneytheatre.org.

Grease Serves Up Some Summer Loving at Olney

photo: Stan Barough
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By Davey wavey 
Gaytravel.com
I just got back from a 
weeklong Pilates ad-
venture in the south 
of France, and I have 
only one word: Wow.

Admittedly, I 
was a bit skeptical 
about the trip. For 
one, it was a group 
trip with planned 
day excursions – 
something I’ve nev-
er done. Second, as 
someone who en-
joys warm, friend-
ly people, I was put 
off by the reputa-
tion of rudeness 
that the French peo-
ple seemed to have 
earned. Third, the 
trip was gay – and 
the idea of being sur-
rounded by a group of gay men for a week 
was nothing short of overwhelming.

In my mind, group trips were to trav-
el what McDonald’s is to food. Everything 
seemed packaged, processed and lacking 
flavor. I was wrong; traveling with friends-to-
be enhanced the trip several-fold. As some-
one who has only traveled alone, I quickly re-
alized that group trips are safe, easier and 
free from logistics. All the work was done for 
us. We’d start each day with a Pilates class 
and the hop of the van for the day’s adven-
tures. There was no thinking, planning or 
fretting over maps. It was all the fun of travel-
ing without the stresses and tensions.

When it comes to rudeness, the 
reputation of the French people pre-
cedes them. I anticipated upturned 
noses and well-honed attitudes, but 
found only warm, loving and hospi-
table people. In fact, shopkeepers, 
waiters and residents alike were all 
genuine and friendly. After buying 
some cheese, a storeowner gave us 
some free samples of her Parmesan 
frits for the car ride home. Another, 
a complimentary bottle of wine to 
serve with dinner. Maybe it’s differ-
ent in Paris – but the south of France 
is teeming in good energy and lov-
ing people. I couldn’t help but think 

traveL

that some sort of cos-
mic karma was at work; 
if you are warm and 
friendly, people will tend 
to mirror that back to 
you. Maybe a smile re-
ally can go a mile.

Not only was the trip 
a group experience, but 
it was also gay. Very 
gay. A husband-hus-
band team organized 
the trip and all the vaca-
tioners were gay men. 
That’s a lot of gay, and 
the idea of being sur-
rounded by so much 
gayness seemed a bit 
overwhelming – but my 
hesitation proved to be 
unfounded. The orga-
nizers were incredible 
and each of the vaca-
tioners brought some-
thing amazing to the ex-

perience. We bonded over our gayness, and 
it was insightful and empowering to hear the 
stories of our varied experiences and across 
different generations. We made something 
of a community within a community, and I’ll 
cherish the connections we forged.

The moral of the story is pretty straight-
forward. Challenge yourself, what you be-
lieve and what you’ve been told. Despite the 
concerns of myself or others, my Pilates ad-
venture in the south of France proved to be 
one of the best vacations of my life. If you’ve 
never taken a gay group trip, do it. And if 
you’re looking for a place to visit, I hear that 
the French people are very friendly. t

historic castle of Carcassonne – 
south of France

EVERYBODY’S BAR BECAUSE 
All People are Created Equal Members of 
ONE HUMAN FAMILY
VISIT WWW.THEROWANTREE.NET 
And Join our Mailing List to keep up on The Tree News & Events.

1633 S. CHARLES STREET FEDERAL HILL   |   410.468.0550 
F R E E  O F F  S T R E E T  PA R K I N G

The Rowan Tree Tavern
BALTIMORE’S

PREMIER ALTERNATIVE TAVERN

The South of France
A GAY OL’ TIME IN...

vineyard – southern France
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Do you want to be happy? Sure you do. We 
all do.

Are you willing to do what it takes to build 
a deeply satisfying, happy life? What’s that 
you’re mumbling? You say you’re not sure…
you want more details? Okat!

All kidding aside, I find this to be one of life’s 
most interesting conflicts. We all want to be 
happy, but we all do things that we know – we 
KNOW – contribute to a complicated, stressful, 
and unhealthy life. (One of Facebook’s most 
brilliant labels is “it’s complicated.”) And I’m no 
exception; I face this challenge, too.

As a life coach, I help my clients work 
their way through this conflict. Now, I can’t 
cover this whole topic in one column, but I 
thought I’d talk about what social science 
has to say about which behaviors are strong-
ly related to living the happiest lives.

In the late 90s, psychologist Martin 
Seligman started a movement within the help-
ing professions called Positive Psychology. 
Dr. Seligman was a former president of the 
American Psychological Association, so he 
is aware of a broad range of studies. 

Driven in part by being a self-described 
pessimist, Seligman was curious about hap-
piness in general, and about optimism in 
particular. What he found was that the pro-
fession was grossly out of balance in terms 
of the amount of research aimed at under-
standing suffering as opposed to under-
standing what makes us feel good. For ex-
ample, for one calendar year, he found many 
thousands of studies about depression and 
only a few hundred about happiness.

In response, Seligman urged his col-
leagues to increase our understanding of 
happiness. The results have been fascinat-
ing and sometimes surprising. I don’t know 
about you, but I think that, if you’re interest-

ed in being as happy as you can be, it would 
help to take a look at the findings.

One of the first things the movement ad-
dressed was to be clear about the definition 
of “happy.” In brief summary, most people 
within positive psychology make a distinc-
tion between the pleasures and the grati-
tudes. One is not better than the other; they 
are both important.

Pleasures happen when we appreciate 
brief, usually sensual enjoyment – ice cream, 
sex, a beautiful sunset, a joke, the warmth of 
the sun on your skin, a great song, the de-
light of feeling a bounce in your own step. 
Positive psychologists often call this “savor-
ing.” I call this “joy” or “feeling happy.” 

Gratitudes happen when we feel a deep 
appreciation for something that we are doing 
in the moment, because it is tightly compati-
ble with our talents and purpose in life, or be-
cause it reminds us of how it feels to be a part 
of something bigger than ourselves – volun-
teer work, spiritual practice, family life, com-
munity building, contributing to others using 
a cherished talent, seeing appreciation in the 
faces of others who benefit from your talent. I 
call this “living a deeply satisfying life.”

So, “feeling grateful” or “feeling apprecia-
tion” is very closely linked with folks who report 
living the happiest lives. Forms of volunteerism 
are highly correlated. Positive psychology en-
courages a “strengths based” approach to life, 
in which you organize your work and life so you 
do what you do best. The movement also en-
courages practicing forms of meditation and 
mindfulness, mainly as ways for you to slow 
down, appreciate, and savor everyday life.

Finally, Mihály Csíkszentmihályi is a posi-
tive psychology researcher who investigated 
what people were doing when they felt the 
deepest satisfaction, and his findings were 
surprising. TV watching ranked lowest. The 
sensual pleasures ranked well, but not the 
highest. The highest reports came from ac-
tivities we often think of as “work,” but it was 
a specific kind of work. People reported the 
highest satisfaction scores when they were 
doing something very interesting that took 
skill, and that resulted in losing track of time 
(“gee, where’d the time go?!”), feeling ener-
gized, and really wanting success. 

As you can imagine, it takes time, prac-
tice, and focus to bring these behaviors con-
sistently into your life. Most of my life coach-
ing practice involves customizing good 
information like this and making it come alive 
and feel do-able for each individual. In my 
next column, I’ll talk about my personal con-
tribution to positive psychology, which I call 
practicing “radical happiness.” t

learn more about increasing happi-
ness and other ways of improving your life at 
BaltimorelifecoachGerry.com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

The Science of
Happiness

So here are a few tips out there for all those 
Drag Chasers out there, a little tongue in 
cheek piece for all my drag brothers and sis-
ters out there. Don’t forget to support the 
lovely Tatiyana Voche` and wonderful Onyx 
Revlon on their way to Miss Gay America!

Rule number one. The show comes first, 
always. Your grandmother could die; the 
show comes first. Make sure you arrive at the 
venue at least two hours early, three hours 
if they are doing their make up at said ven-
ue. Don’t you know a girl might have to have 
some liquid courage and mingle?

Rule number two. 
This is sort of the same 
rule as with a Gremlin, 
but works all the same. 
Never ever feed a Drag 
Queen after midnight, 
nor give them alcohol. 

That’s kind of a 
catch 22 when referring 
to rule number one.

Rule number three. 
If you have a large bath-
room with lots of coun-
ter space, kiss it all 
goodbye. You are now 
relegated to a corner in 
the shower for your ra-
zor, shaving foam and 
bar of soap. That is 
all the space you will 
be allowed. Note, from what I have heard. 
Prisoners in jail get more space for their toi-
letries. Also, if you have marble tiles and/or 
counter tops invest in a heavy-duty industrial 
cleanser. Rouge, eyeliner and other makeup 
items stain. Very much so. I am still cleaning 
up after a former drag boyfriend. 

Rule number four. Planning vaca-
tions or weekends away will be very tricky. 
Remember rule one? If there is a wonderful 
little bed and breakfast you want to try, make 
sure there is no show for a month in advance 
and even then, make sure it’s in Rehoboth. 
She will be bringing all her drag stuff in case. 
Cloud 9 may have an opening one night.

So those are just a few rules for you all 
inclined to date a Drag Queen. Or as they 

are known in the wild by their scientific name, 
dragicus drinkonius dramaticus. Wow; 
Triple D. Also, if the drag queen you are dat-
ing thinks Guy Fieri is awesome, yet Bobby 
Flay sucks, that is a bad sign and you should 
run hahahahaha.

This is for all my friends out there in the 
drag community, whom I love and am proud 
to represent. Two in particular are on their 
way to Miss Gay America 2012. 

I had the pleasure on July 29 to see a 
wonderful show at Club Hippo.

“Supernova” was a drag benefit show 
to help raise funds for Tatiyana and Onyx 
on their way to the big show in Columbus, 
Ohio. Besides it being my birthday, 32 (Don’t 
look a day over 45!). It was a wonderfully pro-
duced show by Sue Nami. Yes, THAT Sue 
Nami, the beloved Miss Gay Maryland 2009. 
Besides Onyx and Tatiyana, there was a host 
of great talent providing top-notch entertain-
ment. Among the luminaries who performed 
were Sassha Jozet Adams, Windz, Mr. 
Capital Pride, Gracie Freebush and Aryana 
Myst, some of the best talent in the tri-state 
area. The ALWAYS funny and lovely Ms. 

Josie Foster hosted it. 
Don’t fret if you 

missed “Supernova”. 
You will have your 
chance coming up to 
see Josie Foster and 
Catia Lee Love host 
“Miss Glamour Girl 2012, 
Nautical Adventure” at 
Club Hippo on August 
26th. This is an official 
preliminary contest on 
the road to Miss Gay 
Maryland 2012. Come 
and see the talents of 
Tatiyana Voche ,̀ Sue 
Nami, Dannica Lauder 
as well as your reign-
ing Miss Gay Maryland, 
Miss Chi Chi Ray Colby. 

Doors open at 10. Show starts promptly at 
10:30. Those in the know use DQT; Drag 
Queen Time. 

August 31st, a sacred date in the drag 
world, known why only to the elite group of 
those boys who dress in a dress, come out 
for drag bingo. Normally, I am not into bingo, 
but this is a Tia Chambers look-alike night 
and oh lord do I need to see that. It begins at 
8:30 at Club Hippo.

Well, that’s all for this week! Tune in next 
week when I will have a new drag personality 
for you all to read about. Any questions, com-
ments or thoughts?

Email me! – samunfiltered@yahoo.com 
Till then, take care Baltimore! Keep your 

drinks cold and your dates hot! t

Rules for Dating a 
Drag Queen

Sam
Unfiltered

Sam Kunz

“‘Feeling grateful’ is 
very closely linked with 
folks who report living 
the happiest lives.”
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By wOODy DerriCkS 
In the first half of 2011, the investing climate 
has been favorable – producing modest sin-
gle-digit gains for the major asset classes. 
Two years after the green shoots of econom-
ic growth were first evident in mid-2009, they 
have blossomed and taken root. However, 
neither bulls nor bears, we contin-
ue to expect the economy and the 
markets will be range-bound in 
2011. Bound by economic and fis-
cal forces that will restrain growth, 
but not reverse it, we adhere to our 
prior forecast for modest single-dig-
it rates of return: high single digits for stocks 
and low single digits for bonds.

At the mid-point of the year, 2011 is on 
track for the key elements of our forecast that 
we articulated at the end of 2010:

• The job market is staging a comeback. 
Our expectation for the creation of roughly 
200,000 net new jobs on average per month 
in 2011 has been met, so far.

• Policymakers have delivered econom-
ic stimulus. The Federal Reserve (Fed) 
has provided substantial economic stimu-

lus, concluding the QE2 (quantitative eas-
ing) Treasury purchase program on June 
30, 2011. (“Quantitative easing” is a govern-
ment monetary policy occasionally used to 
increase the money supply by buying gov-
ernment securities or other securities from 
the market. Quantitative easing increases 

the money supply by flooding 
financial institutions with cap-
ital in an effort to promote in-
creased lending and liquidity.)

• Investors are playing it 
safe. Inflows to riskier markets 
remain anemic, contributing 

to modest performance for both stocks and 
more aggressively postured bonds.

• Currencies are influencing returns. As 
we expected, the currency impact on invest-
ing has been pronounced in 2011. The U.S. 
trade-weighted value of the dollar has fallen 
about 5% so far in 2011.

Key themes for investors can be found 
in a set of transitions unfolding in the sec-
ond half of 2011. These transitions may offer 
investors positive options, in a period where 
the performance of the major indexes is like-

A Mix of Clouds and Sun
yOUr MOney // INVESTMENTS

ly to be lackluster. These transitions include:
• The evolution in the stage of the busi-

ness cycle from economic recovery to mod-
est, uneven growth. 

• The change in economic policy to the 
withdrawal of the fiscal and monetary stimu-
lus provided over the past several years.

• The return of inflation that we call 
reflation.

• The shifting geopolitical landscape.
Market volatility, which we expect to re-

2011 Mid-Year Outlook main elevated, may present risks to be side-
stepped and opportunities to be taken ad-
vantage of. 

Investors with a more opportunistic pro-
file may benefit from a tactical approach to 
investing in order to find attractive opportuni-
ties when offered and successfully take prof-
its when appropriate. Longer-term strategic 
investors should consider remaining broad-
ly diversified. t

Woody derricks is a certified financial 
planner and an accredited domestic partner-
ship advisor. reach him at 410-732-2633.
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Happy Pride To Our Baltimore LGBT Families

Ron Zimmerman & Steve Jackson 
Professional & Domestic Partners 30 Plus Years

1234 Light St. ~ Baltimore, MD 21230 ~ 410-752-1050 ~ email ronz@mris.com

CLIENT 
APPRECIATION 
COUPON
Your Realtor serving 
the Baltimore Harbor 
Communities for  
over 30 years.
COUPON VALUE $300
Redeemable by 
Sellers and Buyers 
when working with a 
Zimmerman Realtor.
Your Choice & Option 
towards the cost. 
Credit towards a 
Professional Home 
Inspection.
Credit towards  
a Home Warranty.
A donation to a  
charity of your choice.
Coupons contingent 
upon Settlement.
Coupon valid until 
September 2011

Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

Catonsville – A value! Impeccable brick townhouse with cool updated bath, replacement windows, fun 
and funky 50’s club room, garage and private deck. Convenient to 695, airport or downtown. Now, 179,500!

Brian Hannon
312 Wyndhurst Ave., Baltimore, MD 21210
Office: 410 464 5500 • Cell: 410 925 9330
Brian.Hannon@Prudentialcarruthers.com

JEFFREY TESSMER & JIM MIKULA
Long & Foster Real Estate, Inc.
701 S. Broadway, Baltimore, MD  21231

O: 410.675.5500    F: 410.675.8136    C: 410.218.5235

Open House in Original Northwood
Sunday, August 14, 2011  |  11am to 1pm
1311 Southview Rd, Baltimore MD.

Gorgeous home with refinished floors, gourmet kitchen, fireplace, 3 
BR, 2 BA plus a spectacularly landscaped lot. Come see for yourself at 
our open house on Sunday.

“in this tough market, 
you need a tougher 
agent.”
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3607 FLEET STREET
BALTIMORE, MD 410-563-2617

AMPLE PARKING • ATM AVAILABLE

Baltimore’s F
avorite!

Next Cook Out Sunday, July 17
$1 Hot Dogs • Hamburgers/Cheese Burgers w/Sides • 5-6:30pm 

Karaoke w/Billy Friday July 15 9pm-1am

Check us out 

on Facebook

Happy Hour 

Daily 4-8pm

What exactly are tapas? Tapas are a variety 
of appetizers / snacks in the Spanish cuisine 
that can be warm or cold. The idea is to com-
bine a variety of tapas selection to create an 
entire meal full of variety. The thought be-
hind tapas variety is to encourage more con-
versation among diners because they are 
not focused on their individual dish but the 

sharing of all of them.
As you walk into Tapas Adela you are 

welcomed with deep red walls in the bar 
area which has a marble communal table. 
The dining room is a smaller area with bold 
black and silver wallpaper and red carpeting 
with host to two and four top tables.

As you plan your meal of tapas sam-
plings, you can enjoy a complementary bas-
ket of warm bread slices topped with melted 
cheese and tomato.

Our first dish was the Berenjenas “Fritas” 
($4.95) which is fried eggplant lightly dust-
ed with semolina, fleur de sel, and lavender 
flower honey. the flavors were light and de-
lightful. However, I was disappointed with 
some of the slices of eggplant because they 
had gotten very soft and mushy (over fried 
maybe?)– but not all of them.

From there we moved on to the Alcochofa 
Salteado ($5.95) with artichokes, sherry, 
sundried tomatoes, and roasted garlic. Me 

Dining

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

being a lover of artichokes and garlic fell in 
love with the combination of flavors and di-
mension of this dish.

Our next dish was the Calamares Fritos 
($6.95), which was fried calamari, pepper 
chips, and a lemon saffron aioli. The cala-
mari had a nice texture and seemed to be 
cooked just about perfectly.

The first meat dish we tried was the 
Bistec a la Adela ($9.95) of grilled steak ad-
ela, arugula, valdeon, and strawberry com-
pote. The meat was tender and the flavor 
pairing of the cheese and strawberry com-
pote was delightful.

Our last dish was the Cerdo a la Parilla 
($8.95) of grilled pork belly, rice beans, and 
brown sugar syrup. The smell and taste of 
this dish reminded me of really good baked 
beans with bacon. I just wished the pork bel-
ly had a bit more crispness to it.

The service and staff were on point and 
adequate while there. The waiter checked 
in when needed and made sure our glass-
es were full. 

In fact, while waiting on part of the party 
he was polite and made sure we were com-
fortable. t

tapas adela
814 S. Broadway
Baltimore, Maryland

The Dizz 
Good Food & Drinks, Casual & Funky 

MONDAYS 
50¢ Wings & $1.50 Domestic Bottles 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
Open Mic & Karaoke 
8:30 pm - 12:30 am 

300 W 30th St  ● 443-869-5864 ● www.thedizzbaltimore.com  

Aug 14
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TOMMIE MATTOX
Dog Walker & Pet Services

 » Insured and Bonded 

 »  Daily dog walks/cat and small 
pet care

 »  Overnight pet sitting in your 
pet’s home

PLEASE CONTACT US AT 443.422.DOGS
TM@TommiesTailWaggers.com

TommiesTailWaggers.com
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Southeast LeatherSIR 2011 Alan Penrod of 
Atlanta, Georgia was sashed International 
LeatherSIR 2011 and his Southeast 
Leatherboy 2011 pup nitro was sashed 
International Leatherboy 2011 over the 
weekend of July 29-31st in San Francisco. 
Luna of San Francisco delighted her home-
town by taking home the 
International Community 
Bootblack 2011 title. Sir 
Alan is Vice President 
of the Panther L/L Club, 
Inc. and Atlanta S/M 
Solidarity. He is also the 
founder of the Hotlanta 
Rubber Group. His pup 
“nitro” (which stands 
for “needs intense tor-
ture to reach orgasm”) 
is also very involved in 
Atlanta’s Leather and 
Rubber Communities. 
Congratulations also go out to Sir John, Mid-
Atlantic LeatherSIR 2010-2011 who did our 
area proud by being selected First Runner-
up to the International LeatherSIR 2011 ti-
tle. Sir John is the current Secretary of 
COMMAND, M.C. 

I must also send my best to another 
member of the Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR /boy 
family. Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR 2008 Andy 
Liu and boy joe were recently married at the 
Queens Court House in New York. I’ve al-
ways loved leather folks who are not afraid 
to tie the knot! 

It wasn’t New York or San Francisco, but 
the folks up in Harrisburg, Pa. did another 
wonderful job presenting the Pride Festival 
of Central Pennsylvania on Saturday, July 
30 in Riverfront Park. When I went out in 
Harrisburg on Friday evening I was a little 
disappointed by how low key the bars were 
on Pride Eve. I think not having a parade this 
year resulted in a lot less people from out of 
town. In fact, last year I know of a least ten 
leather folk who came up from the Baltimore 

area alone to march in the parade. Also the 
Pennsmen did not have a bar night at the 
Neptune this year. Pennsmen President 
Steve James explained that there were so 
many events going on that weekend and 
with summer vacation season in full swing, 
it was just too hard to get a group together. 
It is also my understanding that the lack of 
a parade this year we due to permit issues 
with the city and no reflection on the wonder-
ful Harrisburg LGBT Community. Saturday’s 
festival was extremely well organized, very 
well attended, and made for a beautiful day 
in the park. There was lots of support from 
the area. I even enjoyed a performance by a 
Reading, Pa. High School Dance Troup!

 After Harrisburg I rushed back to 
Baltimore for COMMAND’s annual pool par-
ty at Mike & Marty’s and after that I joined 
my fellow ShipMates for a bar night at Leon’s 
Leather Lounge. There were lots of hot men 
at the Triple L, although it may have been 
due to the lack of air conditioning. It was a 
long day, but I had a ball! I am happy to re-

port that it was much 
cooler at Sunday’s hap-
py hour and the place 
was packed. Leon’s re-
ally is my favorite happy 
hour and if I am in town 
you can find me there on 
Friday and Sunday. 

 Once again, this 
year Leon’s will play a 
big part in COMMAND’s 
Mr. Maryland Leather 
Weekend. It is not un-
til November 4-6, but in 
is not too early to make 

reservations. The Hotel Brexton is again the 
host hotel and is offering rooms at just $139. 
With the Official Meet & Greet at Leon’s right 
next door to the hotel on Friday, November 
4 and many of the weekend’s cocktail par-
ties at the hotel, the Hotel Brexton will be the 
place to be. Plus one will be able to stumble- 
I mean walk- to everything. Also included in 
the weekend will be educational sessions at 
the Play House Studios, the Mr. Maryland 
Leather 2012 Contest at 2pm on Saturday, 
November 5 at the Hippo followed by a buffet 
dinner, and brunch at the Mt. Vernon Stable 
on Sunday. You can get admission to the 
whole weekend for just $99 if you sign up be-
fore October 1st. Visit www.commandmc.org 
for all the details. 

 For those who don’t like to just watch, 
why not enter the contest and be Mr. 
Maryland Leather 2012 and you could be 
on your way to the International Mr. Leather 
2012 Contest in Chicago. Who knows, you 
could be the next international leather title-
holder! t

Southeast Leather 
Titleholders Take 
International Titles

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

email event submissions to calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com

2011community bulletin board
August 16 – September 11

August 16 
gender eDge at 
red emma’s

Gender EDGE 
promotes all 
concepts of gender 
variance. As a 
warm up here in 
Baltimore Leah B. 
of the gender edge 
punk arts movement 
will perform zine 
readings, sound 
fragments and poetic 
prose outpourings at 
Baltimore’s favorite 
anarchist venue, 
Red Emma’s, at 
800 St. Paul Street 
on Tuesday August 
16 at 7 p.m. http://
www.redemmas.org. 
Gender EDGE will 
also be performing 
at Charm City 
Art Space with 
Shawna Potter from 
Hollaback B’more on 
Friday, August 26 at 
8 – 11:30 p.m. http://
www.ccspace.org.

August 21
PFLag Picnic, 
westminster

The Westminster/
Carroll County 
chapter of PFLAG 
will host a pot luck 
picnic that will take 
place outside the 
St. Paul’s United 
Church of Christ, 
Bond & Green Sts., 
in Westminster. 5 
p.m. Participants are 
requested to bring 
food to grill and a 

dish to share as well 
as a school supply to 
donate to Shepherd 
Staff in the name of 
PFLAG.

August 24 
transgender 
issues working 
group

The input and 
perspective of 
our transgender 
supporters is 
absolutely vital for 
the advancement 
of transgender 
issues, legislation 
and education in 
our community. 
The working 
group meets every 
other Wednesday 
at the Equality 
Maryland offices 
1201 S. Sharp 
Street, Baltimore, 
MD 21230). 
Free, registration 
required. For info 
contact owen@
equalitymaryland.
org.

August 
26-27
Taming of the 
Shrew at Olney

22nd annual 
Summer 
Shakespeare 
Festival and the 
kick-off of the 
National Players’ 
63rd Tour. William 
Shakespeare’s 
The Taming of the 

Shrew will take to 
The Root Family 
Stage at Will’s Place, 
the Olney Theatre 
Center’s outdoor 
stage, for the this 
year’s free Summer 
Shakespeare 
Festival. 8 p.m. 
Please call the 
box office at 301-
924-3400 for 
reservations.

September 
11
tona Brown 
Concert for 9/11 
Families

The concert 
will feature the 
world premiere of 
Douglas Towsend’s 
“In Memoriam,” 
a composition 
for two voices 
written expressly 
to commemorate 
the anniversary 
of the terrorist 
attacks on the 
United States. St. 
Joseph’s Monastery 
Church, 3801 Old 
Frederick Road in 
historic Irvington, 
Maryland. 3 p.m. 
Free. Reservations 
are encouraged. 
RSVPs can be 
made by emailing 
a request to: 
baltimorevocalarts@
gmail.com. Info: 
www.baltimore 
vocalartsfoundation.
org. t
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THE LODGE DRAG OFF 
JULY 29 PHOTOS BY JAY W PHOTOS.

ALONDRA SANCHEEZ
WINNER OF THE FIRST DRAG OFF

INDIA FERRAH

MONICA MOOREJUDGES PANEL

THE DRAG OFF
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Whitening, Veneers, and Crowns

Get your new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D     office 410 685 2850
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302   Baltimore MD 21201

We also Specialize in Root Canal and Periodontal Work

Financing Available  to
Transform Your Oral Health

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

 CLeaning  BOOkS & giFtS COMPUter

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 COUnSeLing

 MaSSage DentaL
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Woody Derricks, President
1819 Thames Street
Baltimore, MD 21231
410-732-2633

Email: woody.derricks@lpl.com
Web: partnershipwm.com

Facebook: facebook.com/partnershipwm
Twitter: twitter.com/partnershipwm

Available by Appointment in Alexandria & DC

Securities offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC  

LGBT & Eco/Socially-Friendly Investment Specialists

Helping you Navigate the Road       
toward your Financial Dreams
Building a relationship of trust means placing our 
clients’ interests first.  That is what we do every 

day.  We’re locally owned, independent, and 
focused on the needs of our clients.

 attOrney  tax ServiCeS  traveL

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CaLL 410-244-6780 tO aDvertiSe.

 FinanCiaL  eLeCtriCian

Professional services

 Pet SUPPLieS  SUPPOrt grOUP COnSULting

pflagmd@gmail.com

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results
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THE 
RICHARDS GROUP 
TRG JOB #:  
CSE-11-0007
CLIENT: 
CB Fleet
JOB NAME: 
Cart Ad
TRIM:
9.75 x 10.5
LIVE:  
na
BLEED:  
none
PUB:  
9 Pubs
DUE DATE:  
May 2011
INSERTION DATE:  
2011
COLOR: CMYK
LS: na/naDmax
FOR QUESTIONS CALL: 
Todd Gutmann
214-891-3519

f leetnaturals.comNo laxatives. No drugs. Just natural cleansing gentle enough for daily use.

Keep your backcountry clean.
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