
She starts 
off as a pretty 
lonely lady-
bug looking 

Trump: Federal Law Doesn’t Bar LGBT Bias

tle, Washington, native had been per-
forming in New York. She shared how 
an “accidental” gay march changed 
the course of her career and life. “This 
happened during my first visit to New 
York City. I’d come to New York to do 
an acting program in the Catskills for 
the summer. That weekend a teacher 
had invited us down to see a show 

she had written. I’d absolutely no idea what I 
was getting into. I was trying to make my way 
back, but the taxi was stuck in traffic. There I 
was, sitting and watching the meter going up 

state law, which prohibits 
employment discrimina-
tion based on sexual ori-
entation in New York. The 
appeals court agreed. 
Zarda’s estate appealed 
and the 2nd Circuit is 
hearing the case en banc. 
If the estate loses this 
appeal, they can appeal 
to the US Supreme Court 
to decide whether sexual 
orientation is covered by 
Title VII. t (Dallas Voice 
– David Taffet at Dal-
lasvoice.com; edited by 
Jim Becker for Baltimore 
oUtloUD)
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—continued on page 20

Washington, DC – The Trump ad-
ministration filed an amicus brief in an 
employment nondiscrimination case that 
says sexual orientation is not covered by 
Title VII that bars discrimination based on 
sex. The case in the 2nd Circuit of the US 
Court of Appeals in New York involves a 
man who alleges he was fired because he 
is gay. The plaintiff claims he should be 
covered by the Civil Rights Act Title VII 
which covered discrimination based on 
sex. The Obama administration’s position 
was that sexual orientation is included in 
that category. 

The Trump administration is arguing 
since Congress hasn’t specifically included 
sexual orientation into the law, the courts 

can’t do that on their own. The law was 
enacted because women are often treated 
differently than men in employment. Prior 
to this law, classified ads routinely listed 
jobs under headings of jobs for men and 
jobs for women. Those arguing that sexual 
orientation should be included in sex dis-
crimination say that gay men are treated 
differently than straight men and lesbians 
differently than straight women.

In the case Zarda v. Altitude Express, 
Donald Zarda, a skydiving instructor, 
claims he was fired when the new owners 
of Altitude Express learned he was gay. 
Zarda later died in an unrelated skydiving 
accident but his executors pursued the 
case. The US district judge said 

Zarda could file a 
complaint under 

Cirque du Soleil’s Lovely 
Ladybug Lands in 

Charm City
‘Ovo’ 

extravaganza 
explores love 
through bugs

By Frankie kujaWa
Audiences are invited 
to enter the enchanting 
world of Cirque du Soleil’s 
“Ovo” this month at Balti-
more’s Royal Farms Are-
na. Running from Wednes-
day, August 23rd – Sunday, 
August 27th, “Ovo” is a 
headlong rush into a colorful 
ecosystem teeming with life. 
A world where insects work, 
eat, crawl, flutter, play, fight, 
and look for love in a non-stop 
riot of energy and movement. 
It’s love at first sight when a 
gawky, quirky fly arrives in this 
bustling community and a fab-
ulous ladybug catches his eye 
– and the feeling is mutual.

“Ladybug is kind of this sym-
bol of love in the show,” explains 
Ladybug performer Michelle Matlock. “She is 
the only ladybug in the show. A lot of other 
families of bugs have other groups with them. 

Throughout the show, they go through the 
ups and downs of dating. He’s not doing what 
she wants him to do and so yes, it’s kind of a 
reflection of what people go 
through on their way to find-
ing love in a relationship.”

The show, which pre-
miered in Montreal in 2009, 
started production with 
Matlock as Ladybug. “It 
was about nine years ago 
that I was asked to create 
this role.” Matlock explained. “I was part of 
the creation of this character. We did about 
6 months of creative work before the show 
opened.”

Prior to Matlock joining the show, the Seat-

Love bugs 
– Cirque du 
Soleil’s ‘Ovo’

for love. But she’s 
confident and se-
cure with herself 
just looking for 
that right bug to 
come into her 
life.” 

M a t l o c k 
works hard 
to peel back 
the layers of 
L a d y b u g ’ s 
c h a r a c t e r 
in order to 
t r a n s l a t e 
the mean-

ing of the character for audi-
ences. “For me, Ladybug is always just about 
the joy of life and finding the love of your life. 
She’s a symbol of what we all go through. 
It’s a very simple story but it’s a love story. 

Ladybug meets 
‘the fly’ and they 
instantly fall 
for each other. 

Reversal of 
Obama stance

eating his 
words
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if you have hiv,
we have your back.
exceptional hiv treatment

(90% of our patients with HIV have suppressed viral 
loads; 72% have undetectable viral loads)
get into care within 5 days

support with all aspects of care - 
insurance, medicine, & more

PrEP & PEP prescriptions for partners
locations near you



BaLTiMOre OuTLOuD  AugusT 4, 2017 •  BAlTimorEouTlouD.com  t  3 

Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

www.fostercare.com/columbia
We respect our clients’ privacy. The model(s) represented in this publication is (are) for illustrative purposes only and in no way represent or endorse KidsPeace. ©2017 KidsPeace

Through the eyes of 
a child… love has no 
boundaries 

Lets talk about

Call us at  
410-964-9329

Call ERA Law Group Today 
(410) 989-5082, or visit us at
1997 Annapolis Exchange Pkwy,
Suite 300, Annapolis, MD 21401

●  Elder Law
●  Estate Planning
●  Family Law
●  Guardianship
●  Mediation
●  Medicaid Planning & Qualification
●  Personal Injury
●  Probate
●  Veteran's Benefits
●  LGBTQIA Matters

Valerie E. Anias, Esq.
vanias@eralawgroup.com 

Grindhouse 
Burlesque 
at The Nest

On Friday, August 4th from 9:30 pm to 
midnight, get ready to rev up your engines, 
with the monthly Grindhouse burlesque 
show, at the Nest at the Baltimore Eagle 

(2022 North Charles Street, Baltimore).
Grindhouse, hosted by Betty O’Hellno, 

hearkens back to the glory days of gritty, 
cheap roadhouse theaters, explosive ex-
ploitation films, bump-’n-grind burlesque 
girls, and drag queens. The show includes 
performers of epic proportions, including 
Nona Narcisse, Ruby Rockafella, Danny 
Carbo, and Bunny Vishus.

The event cover is $12.50, or for $50 
reserve a table ahead of time. Don’t miss 

  neWs // LOCAL 

all the gold, glitter, sex, grit, grace, raunch, 
heat, bump ’n’ grind! For more info, visit the 
event Facebook page at Bit.ly/2vitXTW. t

Free Trans 
Legal Clinic – 

Aug 16th & 30th
The Transgender Action Group (TAG) 
will host a legal clinic for trans people on 
August 16th and 30th, and September 
13th and 27th at the GLCCB (2530 North 
Charles Street, third floor, Baltimore). All 
services are free, and no appointments are 
necessary.

Available services include assistance 
regarding name changes, gender changes 
on ID, Maryland birth certificate changes, 
criminal record expungement, housing 
advocacy, public benefits, and LGBTQ 
discrimination. Services are provided by 
FreeState Justice and the Homeless Per-
sons Representation Project. 

For more info contact TAG at 410-777-
8145 or info@glccb.org. t

Happy birthday! 
– On Sunday, 
July 29th the writ-
ers and staff 
of Baltimore 
ouTloud gath-
ered together at 
the home of Rik 
Newton-Treadway. 
Celebrating the 
paper’s 15th an-
niversary Jim 
Williams and Jim 
Becker co-pub-
lishers had the 
pleasure of cutting 
the cake.
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Baltimore Black 
Pride – Planning 

for October
“I am Power … I am Baltimore Black Pride” 
is the theme for this year’s Baltimore Black 
Pride Celebration, whose focus is on com-
munity involvement and unity. The Black 
Pride Celebration is planned for October 
5th through October 9th, 2017.

Baltimore Black Pride is coordinated 
and lead by the Center for Black Equity 

– Baltimore, which “aims to enhance the 
standard of excellence in the black com-
munity by addressing community issues, 
including health and wellness, spiritual and 
economic empowerment, social justice, 

party in water park in front of Sharky’s runs 
from 9 pm to midnight.

“As we approach a nearly 20-year part-
nership with Kings Dominion, we always 
seek new ways to expand this great event 
that has been key to our ability to award 
more than $3 million in grants over our 
history,” said BHT president Jim Slattery. 
“And, for the first time in many years, since 
our event is before Labor Day, the Soak 
City water park will be available to our at-
tendees, a desire expressed often by our 
supporters.” 

The annual fundraiser will feature DJ 
Kuhmeleon, with residencies at Cobalt, 
the Baltimore Eagle, and Grand Central, 
among others, who will lead the event’s 
legendary dance party. 

Admission is $41 with promo code 
PRIDENIGHT at Kingsdominion.com. (The 
promo code field is in upper right-hand 
corner of their homepage.) Admission 
gains entry into park at 3 pm. Soak City 
water park will be open and available, and 

admission gains exclusive access to one 
wave pool from 6 to 8 pm.

Proceeds from ticket sales go to sup-
port BHT’s mission of supporting LGBT 
and HIV/AIDS nonprofit organizations in 
the Baltimore and Washington, DC, metro 
areas. In 2016, BHT granted $75,000 to 30 
community organizations.

For more info, visit Brotherhelpthyself.
org, call 202-347-2246, email info@broth-
erhelpthyself.org, or visit the Facebook 
event page at Bit.ly/2vVmIPc. t

– Bill redmond-Palmer

Splash & Ride: 
Date Change: 

Now August 12th
The fifth annual Pride Splash 
& Ride at Six Flags America, 
previously schedule for Sat-
urday, July 29th, has been 
moved to its rain date of Sat-
urday, August 12th, starting 
at 10:00 am until the park 
closes at midnight. Six Flags 
America is located at 13710 
Central Avenue, Upper Marl-
boro, Maryland.

The event is co-spon-
sored by Baltimore Pride, 
Northern Virginia Pride and 
Capitol Pride, in partnership 
with Six Flags America, each 
of whom receives a portion of 
the proceeds from the event.

Tickets include all-day 
admission to Six Flags, Hur-
ricane Harbor, and the exclu-
sive after-hours Pride Pool 
Party. 

Buy tickets at Pride-
splash.org, and for more info 
see Bit.ly/2urRfWu. t

– Bill redmond-Palmer

Blogger, author, and HiV/aiDs advocate Mark s. king 
and anne-christine d’adesky, investigative journalist, 
documentary filmmaker, and author of The Pox Lover: 
An Activist’s Decade in New York and Paris, discuss the 
intersection of the political and personal at Red Emma’s

 If you like to write and have an interest in
local news, theater and the arts, food,

LGBTQ history, doing interviews,
Baltimore OUTloud might be the place for you. 
We are looking for writers to share with their 

LGBTQ community.  In Baltimore and
surrounding areas,including Hagerstown,

Frederick, Asbury Park NJ and Rehoboth Beach,
and any area we reach.

For more information contact Mary Taylor 
410-802-1310, or e-mail her at 

taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
and she can fill you in with all the details.

Hope to see you in the paper!
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Baltimore OUTloud might be the place for you. 
We are looking for writers to share with their 

LGBTQ community.  In Baltimore and
surrounding areas,including Hagerstown,

Frederick, Asbury Park NJ and Rehoboth Beach,
and any area we reach.

For more information contact Mary Taylor 
410-802-1310, or e-mail her at 

taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
and she can fill you in with all the details.

Hope to see you in the paper!

and coalition building.”
The next planning meeting for Balti-

more Black Pride is August 3rd from 6 to 
8 pm at the GLCCB (2530 North Charles 
Street, third floor, Baltimore). It’s an oppor-
tunity to get involved with the planning for 
Black Pride, present your ideas, or become 
a partner. For more info, call 443-218-2478 
or email bmoreblackpride@yahoo.com. t

BHT Pride 
Night at Kings 

Dominion
The annual Pride Night at Kings Domin-
ion in Doswell, Virginia, hosted by Broth-
er Help Thyself (BHT) is set for Saturday, 
August 19th, from 3 pm to midnight. The 
event starts at 3 pm, with access to a pri-
vate wave pool at the SoakCity water park 
starting as of 6 pm. The park closes to non 
BHT ticket holders at 8 pm, and the dance 
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BeyOnD THe BeLTWay

the military at rates even higher than the US 
general population.” Military leaders have an-
nounced that there will be no policy change 
until Trump issues a formal order to the Sec-
retary of Defense. (Q Notes online – maria 
Dominguez at Goqnotes.com) 

White House 
newsletter links 
to anti-trans 
article

Washington, DC – “West Wing Reads,” 
a daily email blast sent out by the White 
House, included a link to a transphobic piece 
in its July 26th edition. This came the same 
week as Trump’s tweets banning trans peo-
ple from serving in the military and the Jus-
tice Department deciding that the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act doesn’t apply to sexual orientation. 
The article linked in “West Wing Reads” was 
to a piece written by Walt Heyer from the con-
servative site, the Daily Signal.

Heyer describes himself as a “former 
transgender” and often writes about regret-
ting his transition. In the article, titled “I Was 
Once Transgender. Why I Think Trump Made 
the Right Decision for the Military,” Heyer 
writes: “Gender dysphoria, the common diag-
nosis for one who feels at odds with his or 
her birth gender, develops from prolonged 
anxiety and depression. People are not born 
that way.” 

“The military is expected to prepare its 
members in warfare: to kill, destroy, and 
break our enemies. The most important fac-
tors in preparing a strong military are not 
hormone therapy, surgical sex changes, or 
politically correct education,” Heyer contin-
ues. “We need psychologically fit, emotional-
ly sound, highly trained troops to protect our 
nation from its enemies.”

Heyer’s opinion brought objections from 
other transgender people and their allies. “I 
find the fact that the religious right continues 
to parade around Walt Heyer as some sort 
expert regarding transgender people insult-
ing,” Elise, a trans woman from Canada. “How 
is it that the poster child of the detransition 
movement is somehow more credible than 
established medical organizations such as 
the American Medical Association, the Ameri-
can Psychological Association, and the World 
Health Organization is beyond me,” she con-
tinues. “Furthermore, if transition regret is as 
big of an issue as he claims, why is he one 
of the only people out there talking about it? 

—continued on page 9

Study: 
Undetectable 
HIV-positive 
men don’t infect 
partners 

Paris, France – As reported on Gay-
StarNews.com, the world’s largest study on 
HIV transmission has shown HIV-positive 
men with undetectable viral loads did not 
transmit HIV to their sexual partners. The re-
sults from the Opposites Attract study were 

presented today at the IAS Conference on 
HIV Science in Paris. Couples who partici-
pated in the study had different HIV statuses 

– one of the men was living with HIV, while the 
other was HIV negative. The study involved 
358 gay couples from Thailand, Brazil, and 
Australia over four years from 2012 to 2016.

During the study, the men participated 
in 17,000 acts of anal sex without a condom. 
None of those acts resulted in HIV transmis-
sion. The University of New South Wales’s 
Kirby Institute carried out the Opposites 
Attract study. “Undetectable virus level ef-
fectively prevents HIV transmission among 
gay couples,” said Kirby Institute Professor 
Andrew Grulich. “Opposites Attract is the 
first study to show that these results apply 
in both high and middle income countries. 
Our research adds to the evidence from a 
small number of other international studies of 
heterosexual and homosexual couples and 
means that we can say, with confidence, that 
effectively treated HIV blocks transmission in 
couples of differing HIV status.”

HIV treatment works by suppressing the 
level of virus in a person with HIV. The treat-
ment works so the immune system damage 
is halted and even reversed. When treatment 
is consistently taken daily, the virus levels 
become so low that they become undetect-
able in the blood. The results show when an 
undetectable viral load is maintained, the 
risk of HIV transmission is negligible. “This 
is life-changing news for couples of differing 

HIV status,” said Grulich. “But it’s important 
that the HIV positive partner is under regular 
medical care and does not miss any of their 
anti-retroviral medication in order to ensure 
they maintain an undetectable viral load.” 
(Gaystarnews.com – Shannon Power at Bit.
ly/2f09HzE)

Nearly half of 
US HIV-positives 
have virus under 
control

atlanta, Georgia – The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention released new 
data on the nation’s progress in HIV testing 
and treatment, showing that nearly half of 
Americans with HIV have their virus under 
control. Of the estimated 1.1 million people 
living with HIV in the US in 2014 – the latest 
year with data available – 85% were diag-
nosed and knew they had HIV, and 49% had 
the virus under control through treatment. 

The CDC previously estimated that in 
2010, 83% of people living with HIV were di-
agnosed, but only 28% had their virus under 
control. Expanded availability of testing and 
treatment, coupled with updated treatment 
guidelines in 2012 that recommended treat-
ment for all people with HIV infection, proba-
bly contributed to the success in driving down 
new HIV infections by 18% between 2010 
and 2014 in the US.

According to a Baltimore City Health De-
partment White Paper released in March, HIV 
rates in the City have declined over the past 
decade, but Baltimore’s HIV diagnosis rate 
is more than twice that of the state – 57.93 
versus 24.64 (per 100,000 population). An 
estimated 12,400 residents are living with 
HIV. While African-Americans constitute 63% 
of the city’s population, they account for more 
than 83% of those living with HIV. The Balti-

more City Health Department is the oldest in 
the country. It has hosted the “Know Your Sta-
tus” Ball annually for the last six years. This 
event is aimed at the House and Ball commu-
nity, which is made up of gay and transgen-
der individuals. many of whom are at a high 
risk of contracting HIV. (Dallas Voice – David 
Taffet at Dallasvoice.com & Baltimore city 
Health Department. at Bit.ly/2umnHm8)

Trump to ban 
trans people in 
the military

Washington, DC – In another ear-
ly-morning Twitter rant from the White House, 
Trump announced on social media that trans-
gender people would no longer be permitted 
to serve in the US military in any capacity. 
Trump’s tweets cite the “tremendous medical 
costs and disruption” of transgender military 
personnel. His view is shared by the Family 
Research Council. The Trump Twitter reads 
in part, “The last thing we should be doing is 
diverting billions of dollars from mission-crit-
ical training to something as controversial 
as gender reassignment surgery. However, 
the cost to readiness, recruitment, retention, 
morale, and cohesion would have been even 
greater under the Obama policy.”

In fact, the Department of Defense (DOD) 
sponsored a year-long study to assess the 
financial costs and other consequences of 
allowing transgender enlistment prior to for-
mer President Barack Obama’s policy shift. 
The DOD study found minimal costs, finan-
cial or otherwise. “This has been studied ex-
tensively, and the consensus is clear: There 
are no cost or military readiness drawbacks 
associated with allowing trans people to fight 
for their country,” asserted Joshua Block, a 
senior staff attorney with the American Civil 
Liberties Union. “This is the biggest injustice 
our country has faced since I marched on that 
bridge in Selma,” Sen. John Lewis said in a 
statement. “It doesn’t matter if we are lesbi-
an, gay, bisexual or transgender. We are one 
people. We are one family.”

According to figures from the Williams 
Institute, approximately 15,500 of those ac-
tively serving in the U.S. military are trans-
gender people. Combined with veterans and 
retired service members, nearly 150,000 
transgender people have served. “In no way 
would such a ban be a cost-saving measure,” 
agreed Williams Institute Scholar of Public 
Policy Jody L. Herman. “It is a consistent find-
ing in research that has been conducted over 
many years that transgender people serve in 

compiled by Jim Becker

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUD or Pride 
media.
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My only regret was staying in the closet for so 
long out of fear of the bigotry that’s rampant 
in rural areas.” (GayStarNews.com – rafa-
ella Gunz at https://www.gaystarnews.com/
article/white-house-includes-article-contro-
versial-walt-heyer-newsletter/#gs.FYGn1=u)

Conversion 
‘Therapy’ bans: 
huge win for 
LGBT people

alexandria, Virginia – As nearly 200 
leaders from the state-based LGBT move-
ment were preparing to meet in Alexandria, 
Virginia, for Equality Federation’s 20th Lead-
ership Conference (July 26th to 29th), Rhode 
Island became the 10th state (4th this year) 
to ban dangerous anti-LGBT conversion 

“therapy” practices on minors. The District of 
Columbia also bans the practice. 

Sam Brinton, who underwent abusive 
conversion “therapy,” was among the fea-
tured plenary speakers at the conference. 
Brinton, who is 30 years old, was subjected 
to electroshock and other abusive tactics in 
attempts to convert him. “I was told I was the 
only gay left on earth, that the government 
had come through and killed off every gay 
child when they were born. When the mental 
torture didn’t work, we moved into physical 
torture,” Sam Brinton said. “My parents were 
lied to and I was abused, all in the name of 
trying to change something I never chose.”

“In a sea of anti-LGBTQ legislation and 
attacks at the federal level, this is an area 
where our movement has momentum and 
broad bipartisan support because this 
practice is so harmful and outrageous, and 
something that no young person should be 
subjected to,” said Andy Garcia of Equali-
ty Federation. The Leadership Conference 
workshops and plenary sessions also reflect-
ed the work ahead, and the organization’s 
commitment to working across movements 
including HIV criminalization, rapid response 
communications, racial justice, and building 
integrated voter engagement programs. Visit 
Equalityfederation.org to view the full sched-
ule and program book. Portions of the confer-
ence will be shared, including livestreams, on 
social media using #EQFED17. (Seattle Gay 
News – at Sgn.org)

LGBTQ divorce 
is the other side 
of same-sex 
marriage

Charlotte, north Carolina – Although 
nationwide marriage equality only began 
with the 2015 obergefell v. Hodges Supreme 
Court decision, divorce among LGBT couples 
does happen. Divorce between any couple is 
one of the most painful transitions confronted 
in a lifetime; but with LGBT couples, this pro-
cess can be particularly challenging.

However common or uncommon same-
sex divorce is, it is essential to seek help 
when going through a transition of this nature. 

“Separation and divorce can be enormously 
stressful, even in the most amicable of situ-
ations,” she said. Hurdles include premarital 
civil unions or domestic partnerships, child 
custody, and even complications to property 
division and spousal support. Connie Vetter, 
an attorney local to Charlotte who specializes 
in family law and LGBT legal challenges, told 
Qnotes, that “civil union is a legal bond. ... If 
you’ve got a civil union in one state and when 
marriage came along you went ahead and 
got married, if you’re going to get divorced, 
you also have to remember that civil union 
and go back and undo it.” 

Other issues are common to all divorces, 
but have additional challenges to same-sex 
couples. Even things as everyday as division 
of property and spousal support can present 
disadvantages, when a same-sex couple had 
a long relationship but a short marriage. 

“The law on property division values a 
marital estate from the date of marriage un-
til the date of separation,” Brady said. “If an 
LgBTQ couple accumulated significant prop-
erty before their legal marriage, this proper-
ty would fall outside of the marital estate. ... 
Similarly, in an alimony action, the court is 
instructed to consider the duration of the mar-
riage in determining the amount and duration 
of support.” Yet the most challenging and 
emotional problem arises when a same-sex 
married couple has children. If one spouse 
doesn’t have a legally-recognized right to the 
child, the already-troubling event of custody 
arrangements can be still more painful. Vetter 
pointed out that artificially-conceived children, 
though equally bonded with both parents, 
can be separated from the one whose genes 
the child does not share. “Only one [parent] 
is biologically related to the child,” Vetter said, 
which automatically grants that spouse an ad-
vantage in custody negotiation. t (Q Notes 
online – maria Dominguez at Goqnotes.com)

—continued from page 5
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Start Your New Life With
The Perfect Soundtrack

True Harmony Events is an elite group of DJs and wedding planning 
professionals that break the mold; We love music and we love being 

a part of people's lives. 
We plan events and weddings that take the event to another level 

and people to another place.
 Our team is unrivaled in music knowledge, each one with

a specialty. There is not a style of music around that we don't
have in our catalog of more than a million songs.

From music to planning, our team is specialized in planning
the perfect event.  

From start to finish or day-of coordination we have you covered!

 202-798-6544  •  trueharmonydjs.com/lgbt.html 
Consultations are free and available 7 days a week.

Start Your New Life With
The Perfect Soundtrack

UPLIGHTS   DANCE LIGHTS  DJ/MC



10 t  BaLTiMOre OuTLOuD      AugusT 4, 2017 •  BAlTimorEouTlouD.com

Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
Q: Briefly describe yourself. (What are the 
basic things that an OUTloud reader and the 
community as a whole should know about 
you?

I am a cis-gender gay black man; 90’s 
culture junky (music, fashion, television, etc.; 
college educated (Go Tarheels!); a bit of a fly 
on the wall; patient; lover of all different ex-
pressions of art from graffiti, singing, poetry, 

dance, etc.; a definite crooner; and a general-
ly pleasant person until I’m not. Lol    

Q: What is your personal philosophy?
In terms of my personal philosophy, I try 

to always act and provide perspective from 
my own personal place of integrity; I try to see 
the best in people even if they do not see in 
themselves what I see in them; I have a deep 
love and protection for my family and friends 

who have proven themselves to be constant 
figures in my life for whatever reason; and I 
try to make sure that I can look myself in the 
mirror everyday regarding the decisions that I 
make and how I decide to interact with people. 

Q: What’s one thing you couldn’t live 
without?

I know I’m a person who loves to laugh, 
make other people laugh, and be around gen-
eral lively and funny people so I would have to 
say laughter. It makes my world bearable to 
live in by providing quick escapes from reality 
into a place of pure bliss and camaraderie. 

Q:  What is the greatest challenge you 
have had to overcome in your life thus far? 

When thinking about the different chal-
lenges I have endured, one of the greatest 
that I have overcame is the  

Q: What is your greatest fear? 
My greatest fear is leaving this earth 

without doing everything that I want to do in 
this life. I want to get of the country, skydive, 
and do a laundry list of activities before I get 
too old, too unmotivated, or die before I can 
accomplish it all. 

Q:  Where is your favorite place to be?
My primary sign is a water sign (Scorpio) 

so my favorite place is near any large base 
of water (beach, lake, basin, etc.) because I 
feel the most at peace there and able to find 
some inner clarity about issues that have 
been plaguing me. 

Q: What is your favorite thing to do?
My favorite thing to do is to travel and vis-

it new places with friends. I definitely want to 
go with someone I know, trust, and can laugh 
with to make the trip more interesting. I’m try-
ing to plan trips to California and Denver with-
in the upcoming year. 

Q:  What’s the last job you had?
Technically my official position was an 

Account Services Support Representative at 
MECU of Baltimore, Inc. which is basically 
an Administrative Assistant. It was part-time 
(they’re actually still hiring for the position) 
and I met some lifelong friends which is al-
ways great to have. 

Q:  What does “community” mean to 
you?  

I think that ‘community’ is an overused 
phrase utilized to provide the illusion that 
people are united when in reality there is not 
much unity at all. Often times sub-groups of 
a particular sect of the ‘community’ are os-
tracized and regarded as ‘less than’ which 
cancels out any possibility for unification for a 

common cause in the first place. Community 
is supposed to define a system of camarade-
rie, support, respect, action, and love for each 
other as a people. It will be great when this 
definition becomes a reality.  

Q: What would you do (for a career) if 
you weren’t doing this?

In terms of career, if I was not working 
as a Peer Navigator I would probably take on 
an avenue in software development or some-
thing in technology because it appears to be 
taking over almost every avenue of society 
with definite areas for financial gain and se-
curity.

Q: If you could do another job for just one 
day, what would it be?

If I had this option I would want to be a 
massage therapist for a gay cruise line. I have 
always been told I have ‘magic hands’ so I 
think that would come in handy in this case.   

Q:  What would you most like to tell your-
self at age 13? 

It’s okay to be feeling what you’re feel-
ing. There’s nothing wrong with who you’re at-
tracted to. Please talk to someone about your 
self-mutilation because it is unhealthy and 
self-destructive to your physical, emotional, 
and mental well-being. You’re not alone. 

Q:  How do you define success?
I define success as having an occupation 

in which it does not feel like work and the fact 
that you’re getting paid to do something you 
love provides the icing on the cake. Success 
is living by your own means, your own rules, 
and having the final say in the activities that 
go on your life. I guess I would measure suc-
cess by how much control you have over your 
life in terms of achieving your goals and mak-
ing them a reality.  

Stop by the center anytime to meet 
Adryen or make an appointment with him by 
calling 410-777-8145. 

The GLCCB has a brand new case manager! His name is 
Adryen Proctor and he’s here to help you 5 days a week.  
Here’s a little bit about him.

Adryen Proctor
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Events Calendar: August 2017
Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wedesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays

08/06

-Narcotics Anonymous
   11:00am-1:00pm
-Gentle Mindful Yoga
   3:30pm-4:45pm ($10)

08/13
Narcotics Anonymous 
   11:00am-1:00pm
Gentle Mindful Yoga 
   3:30pm-4:45pm ($10)

08/07
-Stop in and see a 
case manager between 
10:00am and 6:00pm 

08/14
Stop in and see a case 
manager between 
10:00am and 6:00pm

08/08
-LGBTQ Youth Mental 
Health Group 
   6:00pm-7:30pm
-Pink Lady Dance
   6:00pm-9:00pm
-August Board Meeting 
   6:30pm-8:30pm

08/15
Giovanni’s Room
Poetry Workshop ($5) 
   6:30pm-8:30pm
SILhouette 
   7:00pm-9:00pm

08/09
-Free & Confi dential 
HIV Testing
   6:30pm-8:30pm
-The Mankind Project
   6:30pm-8:30pm

08/16
-Free & Confi dential 
HIV Testing
   6:30pm-8:30pm
-The Mankind Project
   6:30pm-8:30pm
-Trans Baltimore
   7:00pm-9:00pm

08/10
-Youth Against Op-
pression
   4:30pm-6:30pm
-Family Game Night
   6:30pm-9:30pm
-Sistahs of Pride
   7:30pm-9:30pm

08/17 
-Youth Against
Oppression
   4:30pm-7:00pm
-Baltimore Trans Mas-
culine Alliance
   6:30pm-9:00pm
-Get Smart with iChat
   7:00pm-9:00pm

08/04
Giovanni’s Room Open 
Mic feat. QueenEarth 
($5) 
   7:00pm-10:00pm

08/11
-Black Men’s Xchange
   6:30pm – 10:00pm
-TAG Outreach
   8:00pm-4:00am

08/18
Stop in and see a case 
manager between 
10:00am and 6:00pm

08/05
Alcoholics Anonymous 
   5:00pm-8:00pm

08/12
Alcoholics Anonymous 
   5:00pm-8:00pm

08/19
Alcoholics Anonymous 
   5:00pm-8:00pm

FHI 360 is a nonprofit human develop-
ment organization dedicated to improv-
ing lives in lasting ways by advancing in-
tegrated, locally driven solutions. Its staff 
includes experts in health, education, 
nutrition, environment, economic devel-
opment, civil society, gender, youth, re-
search, technology, communication and 
social marketing – creating a unique mix 
of capabilities that address today’s in-
terrelated development challenges. FHI 
360 serves more than 70 countries and 
all U.S. states and territories. In June of 
2017 FHI 360 partnered with the GLCCB 
to promote their Start Talking. Stop HIV 
initiative. 
The organization was formed in 1971 as 
Family Health International (FHI) with a 
broad mission to address health needs 
of disadvantaged populations globally. 
Early efforts focused on the development 
and introduction of family planning prod-
ucts and methods for women and men 
through clinical studies and education in 
the developing world.
During the 1980s, the organization be-
came an international leader addressing 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic, with one of the 

world’s largest HIV/AIDS portfolios, in-
cluding biological, clinical and social re-
search, prevention of mother to child HIV 
transmission, HIV testing, antiretroviral 
treatment, and support of orphans and 
vulnerable children. This highly diversi-
fied work was implemented in partner-
ship with communities, clinics, hospitals, 
academic institutions, governments, and 
local and international nongovernmental 
organizations. 
Through first-hand, on-the-ground in-
ternational work in HIV/AIDS, maternal 
health and family planning, the organiza-
tion recognized the need and began to 

address a wider range of areas that im-
pact health. Long-term health is not only 
a matter of being free of disease, it is 
also impacted by critical factors such as 
clean water, sanitation, education, gain-
ful employment and many others.
The FHI Foundation is now well posi-
tioned to broaden its impact in human 
development in strategic collaboration 
with others. “Start Talking. Stop HIV.” is 
a campaign that seeks to reduce HIV in-
fections among gay, bisexual, and other 
men who have sex with men by encour-
aging open discussion between sex part-
ners and friends about a range of HIV 

prevention strategies.
With the goal of increasing capacity and 
expertise to improve lives more compre-
hensively, FHI in 2011 acquired the proj-
ects and experts of the Academy for Edu-
cational Development (AED) to form “FHI 
360”. FHI 360 has offices in Durham, 
North Carolina (headquarters), Washing-
ton, DC, New York, Boston and Atlanta 
and country offices all over the world. For 
more information, visit www.fhi360.org.
Sources: www.fhi360.org, www.fhifoun-
dation.org, www.cdc.gov/actagainstaids/
campaigns/starttalking/index.html, 

Start Talking. Stop 
HIV.  Partnership 
with the GLCCB
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“Ask yourself who is really the friend of 
women and the lGBT community, Donald 
Trump with actions or Hillary clinton with 

her words? i will tell you who the better 
friend is, and someday i believe that will 

be proven out, big-league.” – Donald 
Trump, June 2016

What a difference 13 shocking and hapless 
months can make. Thirteen months ago, 
Donald Trump was on the campaign trail 
touting himself as a friend to the LGBTQ 
community, pledging to “fight for you” more 
bigly than Hillary Rodham Clinton ever 
could. Pledging to fight against those who 

would threaten our freedom and beliefs.
july 2017: We’ve been sucked back, 

despite our energetic protests, into a sick-
ening time warp, led by an adminstration 
rife with homphobic appointees, which 
chooses to throw keg parties after an-
ti-health care wins amid an all-white sea of 
supporters in the background at the Rose 
Garden, publish pictures of Trump with his 
White House 
interns and 
not a black or 
brown (or out-
gay) young 
face in the 
crowd, strap 
the (mostly 
white) wom-
en-of-the-ad-
m i n i s t r a -
tion into a 
dresses-only 
apparel code – officially, an 
administration bent on recreating a time 
when black, brown, and gay people were 
not seen and our voices were not heard. If 
we are not seen, the reasoning of this ad-
ministration seems to roll, we do not exist 
and therefore have no worth. 

july 26th, 2017: Black Wednesday. 

Friday, August 18th 
IN THE DANCE CLUB (9 p.m. to close)

LADIES NIGHT with DJ KIM
$5 cover, $3 Miller Lites All Night

9 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
$3 Well Drinks, $3 Domestic Beers

Friday, August 18th
IN THE DANCE CLUB (9 p.m. to close)

LADIES NIGHT with DJ KIM
$5 cover, $3 Miller Lites All Night

9 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
$3 Well Drinks, $3 Domestic Beers

1001 N Charles St, Baltimore, MD  21201
410-752-7133 • grandcentralclub.com

Actions or 
Words?

THinkinG OuTLOuD

Donald Trump showed what kind of 
friend he is to LGBT people – doing it 
big-league, indeed. Each and every 
day, an administration shows where 
its priorities lie, actively choosing 
among all slew of available choices 
where to spend its time, attention, 
resources, and care. And Trump’s 
is choosing to use the awesome 

powers of the fed-
eral gov-
ernment to 
imperil civil 
rights for gay 
and transgender 
people.

Black Wednes-
day began with the 
shocking morning 
tweet from Trump 
announcing an 
ac ross- the-board 
ban on transgender 

people serving in the military services, 
which came as a complete surprise to 
Pentagon leaders and reversed a year-old 
Obama administration policy.

Next came a move by Trump’s Justice 
Department, which intervened in a private 
employment lawsuit, Zarda v. Altitude Ex-
press, and argued that it is not illegal to 
fire an employee based on his or her sex-
ual orientation under 
federal law – that the 
ban on sex discrim-
ination in the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 
does not protect 
workers on the basis 
of their sexual orien-
tation.

Completing the 
trifecta, the White 
House issued a 
statement that after-
noon that Sam Brownback, the governor 
of Kansas and a vocal opponent of gay 
rights, was being nominated to serve as 
ambassador at large for international re-
ligious freedom. This is the same Sam 
Brownback who issued an executive order 
in 2015 prohibiting state government from 
taking action against clergy members or re-
ligious organizations that deny services to 
couples based on religious beliefs. His or-
der also protected religious organizations 
that provide state adoption from having to 
place children with gay couples if that con-
flicts with their beliefs. “We have a duty to 
govern and to govern in accordance with 
the Constitution as it has been determined 
by the Supreme Court decision,” Brown-
back said in a statement at the time. “We 
also recognize that religious liberty is at the 

heart of 
who we are as Kansans and Ameri-
cans, and should be protected.”

There are some positive signs. It was 
heartening when President Trump tweet-
ed his move against transgender people 
in the military that he was criticized by a 
bipartisan number of powerful people in 
Congress. And the military was caught off 
guard because Trump didn’t even think to 
consider informing them before tweeting, 
and they had said there will be no change 
in US military policy for now. 

Do those who support Trump’s agen-
da ever stop to realize what it would be 
like to face the fears that LBGT citizens 
face every day: fear of losing their jobs or 
their homes, fears of physical violence at 
any time of the day or night based sole-

ly on who they are 
attracted to and 
who they choose to 
love? The process 
of dehumanizing 
gay fellow citizens 
as “unnatural” and 
thus less deserv-
ing of basic human 
rights and decency 
of feeling abounds 
in the White House 
of this country which 

gives fire to the prejudiced. The spectacle 
of deeply-homophobic Pence looms ever 
larger in the background as Trump contin-
ues to self-implode. Having lost the cultur-
al war, the members of this administration, 
many of whom built their careers on en-
acting anti-gay policies, are now using the 
power of the federal government to deny 
our humanity and our rights. We cannot 
stop fighting. Resist, rest, repeat. Resist, 
rest, repeat. We have to keep coming at 
them. We are all better than this. t

Pointing
By Sage Piper
it Out

“The spectacle of 
deeply-homophobic 

Vice President Pence 
looms ever larger in the 
background as Trump 

continues to self-
implode.”
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By Mark seGaL
Recent battles over the rainbow flag and the 
Star of David have exposed long-simmering 
biases.

In my almost 50 years of LGBT activism, 
there has never been a time that worried me 
more about our struggle for equality than the 
current state of our movement. It shocks me 
to have to say that, since I was a member 
of New York’s Gay Liber-
ation Front, the organiza-
tion born from the ashes 
of Stonewall. We were 
the most dysfunctional or-
ganization to ever exist in 
the LGBT community. We 
fought among ourselves at 
every turn, and while we 
disagreed on almost every-
thing, we managed to create 
a community that didn’t exist before. We 
nurtured it and celebrated it; we didn’t tear 
it apart.

In a time when corporate America and 
society in general are beginning to em-
brace diversity and inclusion, our communi-
ty, which was born with those issues in our 
body politic, has reverted to words and ac-
tions that seem to turn us against ourselves.

There is no better way to illustrate this 
separation of insanity than Gilbert Baker’s 
rainbow flag. That flag, which was meant 
from its inception to represent unity of all 
peoples in our community, is now becom-
ing a symbol of hate within our community. 
We’ve managed to weaponize against our-
selves a flag that was meant to bring unity. It 
is splitting us apart on two major issues: race 
and anti-Semitism. It pains me to say those 
are issues we are still fighting in our commu-
nity. gilbert’s flag has become the punching 
bag for racist and anti-Semitic views.

Earlier this year the issue of racism in 
the community was raised in Philadelphia. 
It started with an age-old tradition of LGBT 
bars discriminately carding people at the 
door, along with a “dress code” that hap-
pened to exclude apparel that was most cul-
turally relevant to the black and brown com-
munity. This is not a new act. It has gone on 
for years across the country. That action led 
to a citywide effort to examine and attempt 
to bring the community together. To boost 
that effort and show inclusion, a black and 
brown stripe were added to the city’s official 
rainbow flag. This caused a backlash. The 
line most heard from those opposed was 
“then there should be a white stripe.” The 
most diplomatic thing I can say about that is 
that it’s silly. It’s as silly as homophobes pro-

claiming after seeing a Gay Pride parade, 
“Why don’t we have a straight pride pa-
rade?” I’d actually call those who opposed 
the brown- and black-inclusionary flag the 
right wing of this community.

Now to other side. In Chicago last 
month there was the annual Dyke March. 
Dyke marches are held in numerous cities 

in celebration and pride about re-
claiming that word. It had been 
a peaceful and inclusive event. 
This year, several women with 
rainbow flags bearing the star 
of David were asked to leave 
the march. The “official” ex-
planation was that the march 
supported the Palestinians 
and was opposed to what 
organizers described as the 

apartheid treatment that Israel gave to Pal-
estinians living in the nation. In order to find 
a seemingly more innocuous excuse, they 
later claimed that the Star of David fright-
ened other marchers. They further compli-
cated their story by stating that a member 
of a group called A Wider Bridge, which 
works in our community to foster better re-
lationships between the US LGBT commu-
nity and Israel, was behind the flags.

One point debunks almost all of that 
statement: The Star of David was around 
a long time before the state of Israel, and 
when placed on a rainbow flag it stands for 
an LGBT person’s pride of who they are and 
their religion. There are many similar flags 
all over this nation, as there are rainbow 
flags with crosses and other religious sym-
bols on them. None of those flags, the ones 
with the crescent and moon, crosses, Stars 
of David or black and brown strips should be 
looked at any other way then our community 
attempting inclusion and diversity, and if you 
go so far as to ban them, then it’s a logical 
step to ask, “Are you racist, anti-Islamic, an-
ti-Catholic, or anti-Semitic?” One fact about 
that Dyke March that’s little mentioned was 
that some people were actually chanting a 
Palestine Liberation chant, “From the river 
to the sea,” which represents wiping Israel 
and its Jews off the face of the Earth. Now, 
that is frightening and anti-Semitic.

Both of these issues are not new to 
this community. That racist door policy has 
gone on for years. Tommie Avicolli Mec-
ca, a former editor of the Philadelphia Gay 
News and now a social justice and hous-
ing advocate in San Francisco, recalls 
writing about it in PGN in the 1980s. The 
anti-Semitism issue became a battle all 
over the country, including at New York’s 

Is the Queer Community Eating Its Own (Again)?
 THinkinG OuTLOuD // MARK MY WORDS

LGBT Community Center.  
It is disheartening to those of us in Gay 

Liberation Front who literally founded the 
concept of Pride and community centers to 
see them now, almost 50 years later, being 
used as battlefields.  

Maybe getting in touch with our history 
can begin to resolve and help us appreciate 
where we are. The first mission of any LgBT 
Pride celebration is Pride in us as LGBT peo-
ple. No matter what cause you wish to at-
tach after that, put us first, at all of our Pride 
events and all of our community spaces. Be 
inclusive. We have to work to pull everyone 
up, not just those in our narrow bubbles. 
At that very first Pride march we discussed 
banning people who didn’t share our views, 
especially religious groups, since religion 
was the cause of so much of our oppression 
over thousands of years. But we decided 
that anyone who took pride in their gayness 
was welcomed. It’s okay to embrace other 
causes, but they are all secondary to our 
appreciation of who we are and where we 
came from. We in GLF supported the Black 
Panthers and fought to free Angela Davis, 
yet we wouldn’t let any individual, group, or 

other issue co-opt or derail our Pride. 
We must not forget how difficult it was to 

get to and what that word Pride represents. 
We take pride in who we are because soci-
ety told us we couldn’t. They imprisoned us 
in our closet, and when we tried to break out, 
they lobotomized us, set our bars on fire, ar-
rested us, beat us, and even killed us. When 
we distort Pride we dishonor those who died 
and stood up for that simple but important 
word. And that rainbow flag is as sacred as 
the American flag; you’ve seen the Ameri-
can flag with peace signs and other symbols 
emblazoned on it. Likewise, our rainbow flag 
should be used to show we are a people 
of diversity and inclusion. There would be 
nothing more beautiful then a Pride march 
or Pride parade full of rainbow flags with all 
religions, stripes, and symbols. It would be 
an example to those around us, a testament 
of who we are, how far we’ve come, and how 
much we can teach the world. t

mark Segal is publisher of PhilaDel-
Phia Gay News. His new memoir aND theN i 
DaNceD is out now. You can follow him oat 
Facebook.com/markSegalPGN or Twitter.
com/PhilaGayNews.

A small community with big rewardsA small community with big rewards

•Everyone Knows Your Name
 Residents always feel right at home with a community
 that knows them (and sometimes their pet!) by name.

•A Strong Sense of Community Lives On
 RPP o�ers a strong sense of "community" where everyone
 has a feeling of belonging and there are no strangers.
 Residents are well-connected and welcomed neighbors at RPP.

Roland Park Place is the only full-service, accredited nonpro�t
continuing care retirement community in Charm City

830 W. 40th Street • Baltimore, MD 21211
410-243-5700 • rolandparkplace.org
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quaLiTy OF LiFe // HEALTH

conscious desire is, it will come across as 
that way.

There are cultural differences in how 
people regard silence. For the Japanese, 
silence shows respect. For the Finns, 
it means thoughtfulness. For the En-
glish-speaking world, however, it seems 
to bring in a sense of awkwardness. Yet 
there are occasions when it can be a very 
powerful tool. If you are making a work 
presentation, or a sales pitch, it can signify 
control. In a relationship, it can be sooth-
ing when you respect each other’s need for 
solitude. How relaxing it is when you can 
sit with your partner and each reading or 
doing your thing, taking comfort in sharing 
space and focusing on your own activity.

It is when silence ensues after a signifi-
cant question that one may start to wonder 
what lies behind it. I am specifically think-
ing of when a partner asks if the other is 
happy. Most often, we expect an immediate 
and clear answer so we can be reassured. 
Even a four-second silence followed by a 
“yes” starts doubts: Are you sure? 

Important in this subject is getting to 
know a partner’s communication style. 
Fast or slow? Focused or going from one 
subject to another? Logical, linear, emo-
tional, or always-moving-the-goalpost? 
The work of building and strengthening a 
relationship involves accepting each oth-
er’s style and making the communication 
flow despite differences. If one person 
needs long pauses to think and the other 
wants an immediate answer, it does not 
even allow the content to be addressed be-
cause we get immersed in the mechanics.

The contrasting attitudes towards si-
lence may best be illustrated in the follow-
ing two sayings:

“Silence is golden.”
“The squeaky wheel gets the oil.”
What do you think? t

In the last issue, I discussed the topic of 
talking and communicating in a relation-
ship. So it seems appropriate today to look 
into what silence may mean, when prac-
ticed by one or both or all parties.

As a child, I remember my mother com-
plaining that my father was “giving her the 
silent treatment.” As an inexperienced ther-
apist or instructor, I remember the discom-
fort I felt if I needed a moment to gather 
my thoughts, or think of what to say or do 
next. When I started teaching, those mo-
ments gave me the misplaced motivation 
to start smoking. Thankfully, that remedy 
lasted less than a year. But the issue of 
long, drawn-out silence in therapy haunted 
me for a while, until I started to see that 
it worked to give the other person time to 
think. 

In a relationship, especially when you 
want to talk about resolving an issue, there 
are those who tune out or disengage be-
cause they do not want to deal with the 
matter. This does not necessarily make 
the problem go away. If anything, it starts 
a vicious cycle of accumulation. When 
you don’t acknowledge what your partner 
wants to talk about, are you not removing 
them from your radar screen? Are you not 
telling them that they or their issues do not 
matter to you? Even if this is not what your 

Silence: Good 
or Bad?

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.By MOnTe ePHraiM
lGBT Health resource center of chase 

Brexton Health care
Managing your prescriptions is a crucial but 
often overlooked part of living your health-
iest life. 

Sometimes, there are obstacles simply 
in obtaining important medications, and in-
dividuals on multiple medications can strug-
gle to track which medications are required 
at which times. Once a medication isn’t 
needed anymore, it’s not always easy to 
find out how to properly dispose of it.

Fortunately, Chase Brexton Health 
Care’s pharmacists have a 
wealth of ex-
perience in 
helping pa-
tients navigate 
these issues. 
We asked Mi-
chelle Fritsch, 
pharmacy clini-
cal coordinator, 
for a few tips on 
ways for elders 
to keep up with 
their medications.

What are some common 
difficulties that LGBT elders face when 
trying to obtain their prescriptions?

The difficulty that we most often en-
counter in the pharmacy has to do with an 
individual’s name. Prescriptions are billed 
through insurance using the name the in-
surance company has, usually as shown 
on the insurance card.  Even if a person’s 
name has been legally changed, it also 
needs to be changed with the insurance 
company.  

Our pharmacy staff have been training 
to ask the right questions, to recognize 
when a prescription is not processing cor-
rectly due to this issue, and to ask for both 
a person’s preferred name and the name on 
their insurance.

How can elders better organize and 
track their medications?

There are several tools available to help 
organize medications. Which one is right 
for an individual depends on some personal 
factors.  If remembering to take the medica-
tion is difficult, here are some options:

• Put the medication box beside some-
thing that is part of a daily habit, such as 
your toothbrush, and associate taking the 
medication with that habit;

• set a timer on your phone or in your 
bag to ring.  This is especially helpful for 

any doses that are to be taken in the mid-
dle of the day;

• use a pill box that has a timer built in;
• using a pill box or medication orga-

nizer, so you know if you took the dose. If 
you think you took your dose, but you’re 
not sure, and it is still in the organizer, then 
you know you missed it. If it is gone, you 
can be more assured you took it.

Ask your pharmacist to help you find 
the right type of organizer for you.

What should elders do with old, ex-
pired, or unneeded medications?

Thankfully, there are 
relatively new options 
available for anyone who 
needs to dispose of med-
ication.  Use these two 
links to help find the avail-
able location that is clos-
est to you:

Tinyurl.com/MDDrug-
TakeBack

Tinyurl.com/Baltimo-
reCountyDrugTakeBack

Tablets, capsules, 
liquids, inhalers, and 

other medications can be 
taken for disposal at the 
locations found in these 
links.  Any sharps such as 
syringes, lancets, or nee-
dles should be placed in 
a sturdy plastic container 
(such as a laundry deter-
gent or two-liter soda con-

tainer) and placed in the trash.
Where can LGBT elders find help 

with obtaining, organizing, and dispos-
ing of their medications?

Ask your pharmacist! Pharmacists at 
Chase Brexton are happy to help you find 
a disposal station, help you identify meth-
ods to organize and remember your medi-
cations, and help with questions about how 
to obtain a prescription. Chase Brexton 
pharmacies also now have an automatic 
refill reminder system, which your phar-
macist can tell you more about. Finally, 
when your prescription is about to expire, 
request a new one a few days in advance.  
This will give your doctor time to write a 
new prescription and for the pharmacy to 
get it ready for you.

Chase Brexton Health Care offers in –
house pharmacies at most of its Centers. 
For more information, visit Chasebrexton.
org/pharmacy. t

Managing Meds Doesn’t Have 
to Be a Pill for Elders

Michelle 
Fritsch, 
pharmacy 
clinical 
coordinator

Sun. through Tues. Closed
Wed. through Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m 
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When you tell people that you’re getting 
married, they often think of the wedding 
they had, the wedding day they wish they 
had, the wedding they’d have today, the 
wedding they want you to have, and may-
be, if you’re lucky, they’ll think about the 
wedding that you want to have.

This isn’t very helpful. 
It only gets worse 

when it’s your family. 
Some family wed-

ding “traditions” have 
little grounding in what 
makes for a good wed-
ding. It’s been my experi-
ence, working with several 
hundred couples, that fami-
lies, however well meaning, 
sometimes perpetuate anti-
quated customs and misun-
derstandings about proper 
wedding etiquette. That 
rarely works in your favor.

Your family may think that a bouquet 
toss is de rigeur, but do you really want to 
do that? Many brides don’t.

If the thought of hands snaking up your 
leg to retrieve a wedding garter makes 
your skin crawl (it does mine!), don’t do it!

If you don’t want that big, splashy for-
mal introduction of the wedding party at 
your reception, don’t do it! It’s that simple.

People might have expectations about 
your wedding, coming out of family culture 
or simply self-interest, that are not at all 
what you have in mind. 

Are you expected to invite those cous-
ins with whom you otherwise never ever 
visit or connect to your wedding just be-
cause you were invited to theirs? Break 
the cycle of pain! Who you invite to your 
wedding is entirely up to you. (See my col-
umns about the guest list from last Decem-
ber and January.)

Are weddings in your family trans-
formed into family reunions, no matter the 

Dealing with
 Unwanted 
Wedding 
Advice

desires of the couple? It doesn’t have to 
be that way! 

So, what to do when advice or “guid-
ance” is offered?

All you need do to is smile, patiently 
listen to whatever they have in mind, and 
say, “thank you for your good thinking,” 
while you’re thinking, “there’s no way on 
the great green earth that I am going to do 
that thing!” Really. That’s it. If you’re ques-
tioned about it, it’s easy to say that you 
and your sweetheart need to talk about it 
– later. 

Nobody needs to know until your wed-
ding what you actually have or have not 
done. 

Are your parents giving you money? 
Great! What a lovely gift. Like all gifts, the 
giver’s control of it ceases the moment the 
gift is given. Wedding money doesn’t buy 
stock in your wedding or create a board of 
directors. 

Being clear with yourself and with 
your contributors about who controls the 
wedding money will go a long way toward 

maintaining your sanity and keeping 
your stress low during the planning 
process.

If there are strings attached to 
that money, my thinking is that it’s 
more important to have the wedding 
that you want that you can also af-
ford rather than the wedding that 
someone else wants you to have 
– that you don’t – which they are 
willing to finance. 

What are the consequences of 
ignoring “advice” from family and 
friends?

No matter how loud the 
outcry beforehand, by the time 
your wedding guests are coming 
through the door, everyone has 
usually resolved to behave ap-
propriately, at least for the mo-

ment. They may well have forgotten about 
the thing they wanted you to do. Even if 
they didn’t, you can bet that they will show 
up, happily eat your food, and drink your 
drink. If there is caterwauling after your 
wedding, so be it. The experience of your 
wedding and the memories you’ll cherish are 
what’s important, and those memories will 
last much longer than any family upset.

All of this is not to say that family and 
friends don’t have good advice for you. Many 
of them do! To be clear, lots of families and 
friends are genuinely helpful, clear-thinking, 
and supportive, and know when to keep si-
lent and when to offer guidance. 

Now you know how to deal with all the 
rest with love, grace, and honor.

Next time: where to find great wedding 
professionals. t

Wedding
David Egan
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the walls, one among 120 jury chosen 
pictures. Some of the pictures had a red 
dot on them. We learned that this meant 
the pictures were sold. Angie’s had a red 
dot. Seeing her hard work being chosen by 
someone else to be their’s was so exciting. 

Walking around looking at many of the 
entries, you could see that they were truly 
inspired. What an incredible gift … artists 
taking their inspiration and producing such 
wondrous pieces for all of us to share.

So, where do your talents lie? What 
are you inspired to do? Are you able to lis-
ten to that inner voice urging you on or do 
you listen to the voice saying you are not 
good enough? Too often I hear that voice 
saying no, you can’t do that. You do not 
have the talent, you are not trained, you 
don’t have a degree, you are mediocre. 

I have learned to turn off 
these negative voices. No, 
it is not easy. No, turning 
them off keeps happen-
ing, it is not a one-time 
switch. 

My challenge this 
week is to each of you. 
Each of you has a spir-
it within urging you on 
to do something. Write 

a poem, take a picture, bake a 
cake, write a story, play an in-
strument, do a stand up comedy 
routine, make a movie, grow a 
garden, try out for a play or choir 
or chorus. The list is endless. 

The possibilities, oh the possibilities. You 
just have to try, and sometimes, try again. 
I cannot tell you how many times I‘ve writ-
ten a sermon, balled it up and started over, 
and over, and over. Don’t give up. Keep 
trying. Maybe you thought you should write 
when you should sing, maybe you take 
photos but could be painting. As I said, the 
possibilities are endless. You just have to 
trust and start. Let whatever spirit moves 
you, bring out the best that is in you. t

How does the spirit move you? Is it see-
ing a sunrise, a rainbow, a baby’s smile, a 
budding flower? When you hear someone 
playing piano, can you tell when they are 
just playing it or when they are moved to 
play it? Do you use that spirit to be 
creative? 

When I lead a religious service, 
people often say they can feel the 
spirit moving in the room, filling 
up the space, having an emotion-
al impact on them. Where does it 
come from? For me, I know it comes 
through me – not from me. I am able 
to take that inspiration that moves me 
to help move others. 

Artists sometimes give credit to a 
greater spirit, the one that brought things 
into existence. That is the response to my 
question to my partner who transformed a 
beautiful photo into a magical color pencil 
piece of art. She blended colors, created 
raindrops, and truly represented the inspi-
rational picture. She is Angela “Burke” Al-
len. Most of you know her as Angie.

I am telling you about her work be-
cause she is a member of “our” commu-
nity. She entered her picture in the Color 
Pencil Society’s International show being 
held through August 6th at the Strathmore 
Mansion in Rockville. How incredible to 
walk in and see her picture hanging on 

How Does the 
Spirit Move 

You?

Speaks
Spirt

By Rabbi Jan Dodi

angie at 
CPsa

FaiTH

He thinks
he had 
better 
ideas
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  I always compare Annapolis Summer 
Garden Theatre to a summer camp. Many 
of us have professional acting careers, but 
ASGT is home every summer. You know 
that when you’re backstage, you’ll always 
smell the garlic seeping over from Mangia’s 
pizza, you can expect to be in a show each 
summer with some of your best friends that 
you met at that very same theatre, and most 
importantly, we’re all volunteers – the only 
payment we receive from this experience is 
pure joy for this art form, and I think that’s 
one of the things that makes it so special. 

Sure, we experience unique 
challenges as per-

f o r m -
ers be-
c a u s e 

we’re in an 
o u t d o o r 
theatre. We 

perform in 
extreme heat 
and occa-

sionally have 
rainouts, but 

where else can 
the audience go 

grab an ice cream cone 
at intermission and enjoy it during Act 
Two? 

Since I’m also the PR director, I can 
speak to the administrative side of things 
– it’s a fun place to work because of the 
people we work with. Our community is so 

supportive – and furthermore, they want to 
see the arts flourish in Annapolis through our 
organization. Not to mention, I really believe 
we are accessible to all audiences. 

The theatre celebrated a 50th anni-
versary milestone last year.  What do you 
think is part of the allure that keeps au-
diences coming back to pack the house 
year after year? 

On the surface, I think our charming 
outdoor theatre on the water is intriguing 
to anyone passing by. On a deeper level, 
I think audiences come back for more be-
cause they have a hand in what we create 
on stage. Our community builds our sets, 
performs on our stage, turns on our lights 
and makes our costumes. t

For more info visit Summergarden.com.

By Frankie kujaWa
Annapolis Summer Garden Theatre (ASGT) 
shows no sign of slowing down as in the 
Heights takes the stage this month. Running 
from August 3rd to September 3rd, in the 
Heights is a heartfelt musical from Lin-Man-
uel Miranda, creator of the Broadway sensa-
tion Hamilton. Baltimore ouTloud recently 
chatted with ASGT’s PR point woman 
Ashley Gladden, w h o ’ s 
also an ensemble 
member for the 
show.

Frankie ku-
jawa: Could 
you describe 
the basic 
plot of In the 
Heights for 
our readers? 

a s h l e y 
G l a d d e n : 
The story is 
centered around the 
main character, Usnavi, who’s 
the owner of a corner bodega in New York’s 
largely Domincan-American neighborhood 
of Washington Heights. As Usnavi discovers 
that he sold a winning lottery ticket, every-
one on the block fantasizes about what they 
would do if they were the ones who won that 
money. Every character is a part of this com-
munity that is on the brink of change, and al-
though this was written in the early 2000s, it 
is still very much relevant to all that we have 
going on in present day.

What can audiences expect from this 
performance? 

A highly-energetic performance that 
challenges theatre-goers – just as you’d ex-
pect from creator Lin-Manuel Miranda. It’s 
a celebration of community, filled with pas-
sionate characters who are each telling their 
own story. This show doesn’t stop until it’s 
over.

What’s your role? 
I’m a member of the female ensem-

ble, but it’s unlike any ensemble role I’ve 
played in my career. Ensemble does not 
mean “background” or “supporting” in this 
show necessarily. All of us have a story to 
tell because we play just as big a role in this 
community as the main characters. The en-
tire artistic team has also really encouraged 
the creative development of every character, 
which has been so awesome! 

Why is annapolis summer Garden 
Theatre such a fun place to work and per-
form?

Annapolis Summer Nights, 
In the Heights

LiVeLy arTs // OUT ON STAGE

Cirque du Soleil’s Lovely 
Ladybug Lands in Charm City

and up. The driver told me that there was a 
gay march taking place. So I got out of the taxi, 
somewhere in the West Village, and in Wash-
ington Square Park guys on motorcycles were 
revving engines. That year the parade was go-
ing from Washington Square to Times Square, 
and it was a celebration in honor of Stonewall. 
It was a particularly important march that year. 
I just went and I ended up marching all the way 
up 5th Avenue.” 

Matlock laughed and continued, “This 
was a wide-eyed 20-year-old’s first day in 
the city; not even knowing that anything like 
this even existed. And I marched the entire 
parade up to Central Park.” Matlock paused. 
“It changed my life and trajectory. I knew that 
this was going to be the place for me and I 
wasn’t going to go home. I was going to stay 
in New York. It was one of the most incredible 
surprises and moments in my life. It changed 
me big time.”

After her accidental gay pride march, Mat-
lock performed in all kinds of shows in New 
York. Eventually, she wrote her own show 

called The mammy Project – a “one-woman 
show that I created which came out of this de-
sire to blow the stereotype icon of ‘Mammy’ out 
of the water,” Matlock explains. “As a young ac-
tress, I felt that this was a stereotype that kept 
prevailing in our industry for African-American 
actresses. I was called to audition for an Aunt 
Jemima commercial once. That was a tipping 
point for me: why was that icon so popular but 
created so much pain for the African-American 
community? So, I started researching where it 
all began and I wrote a show.” 

Matlock went on to perform all around the 
country, travelling mostly to universities and 
colleges for women, as well as for Black His-
tory Month. “In the show, I tell her story and 
her journey and how black actresses of that 
time were fighting to be part of many of the 
things in the US. I played here in New York, 
and that’s what kicked off my solo career.” 

The August performance of “Ovo” will 
mark Matlock’s first performance in Charm 
City. “I’ve never been to Baltimore before, but 
I’m really looking forward to it.” t

For tickets, visit royalfarmsarena.com.

—continued from page 1

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.  •  Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

JUNE 15  -  AUGUST 27

AUGUST 31 - NOVEMBER 12

“Audiences come back 
for more because they 

have a hand in what we 
create on stage.”
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people myself. Not get worked up and be 
handed a script about folks that I knew, in 
a culture that I understood and that I come 
from. You can’t be afraid to go home. If 
you’re afraid then you lose yourself. I went 

home and I studied it and I found 
more grace than anything else. 
This record is about being Amer-
ican.

Would you say that Grace 
is a political record?

If it is political, it’s the most 
affectionate and wide-open po-
litical statement I’ve ever made 

[laughs].
On the album, you also go north 

to Canada, for a cover of K.D. Lang’s 
“Wash Me Clean.” Why was that song 
selected for Grace?

That got on here because I met her. 
Sometimes the best way I can tell someone 
that I’m freaked out about meeting them is 
to cover their song. Otherwise, I’ll be in the 
corner feeling silly. There’s this beautiful 
notion of “Wash Me Clean” that has this 
sacred connotation which is obvious but 
also an essential one. I also thought it was 
fun to take an Al Green approach to it.

your current concert tour includes 
dates at jazz festivals. Do you vary your 

LiVeLy arTs  // PERSONALITIES

By GreGG sHaPirO
Dividing her time between the mountains 
of North Carolina and a classroom in Chi-
cago, wherever Georgia-native and singer/
songwriter Lizz Wright is, there’s music. 
Here’s the truth about Wright, she never 
disappoints. Whether she’s introducing 
listeners to her own spirited and powerful 
original compositions or performing singu-
lar interpretations of the work of others, 
each of her six studio albums, including 
her latest, Grace (Concord), will lift you up 
and knock you out. I spoke with Wright in 
the summer of 2017.

Gregg shapiro: Over the years, your 

albums have usually alter-
nated between mainly cover 
tunes and mainly originals. 
your new album Grace falls 
in the mostly cover tunes 
category. How do you decide which al-
bum will be which?

Lizz Wright: Every record is like an 
extensive essay about something. I think 
that, as a writer, it’s okay to find other 
voices to say what you’re trying to say. 
It’s great to be a singing writer. You can 
explore concepts emotionally in perfor-
mance. I learned a lot from my friend Bon-
nie Raitt. She changed my attitude about 
covering songs. She takes on curating as 
an art. She finds a calling in bringing to 
light the voices of writers who are writing 
incredible stuff, but aren’t singers. She 
made me aware of the joy in this and I ha-
ven’t looked back.

your 2015 album Freedom & Surren-
der was mainly originals co-written with 

collaborators Toshi rea-
gon, Maia sharp, David 
Batteau and Larry klein. 
as a songwriter, what do 
you look for in a collabo-
rator?

I look for someone with 
a beautiful handle on their 
craft. I’m always looking for 
another way to get in and organize words 
and statements and wring them of every-
thing in them. Everybody’s got their way of 
doing that. It excites me that I can sit with 
people who have other ways to get in. The 
more people I sit with who are productive 
and who have good habits and ideas, the 

more varied my own voice 
is.

it allows you to get 
outside of your head a 
little bit.

Absolutely! It’s funny 
how we can get to know 
words better through the 
process of collaborating.

Speaking of collabo-
ration, you have a history 
of working with amazing 
producers – joe Henry 
on Grace, Larry klein on 
Freedom & Surrender, 
Craig street on The Or-
chard – as a singer and 
songwriter what do you 
look for in a producer?

I’m looking for some-
one with whom I can have an epic conver-
sation that’s worth sharing with thousands 
of people [laughs]. Every record is that. 
I’ve known Joe Henry for about 13 years 
and this record literally was that; a conver-
sation between a jazz, blues, and gospel 
artist and one steeped in Americana. He’s 
also an incredible music historian with 
such a love for Allen Toussaint. He had 
more to say about him and the story (of 
the song) “Southern Nights” than anyone 
I can imagine.

i’m glad you mentioned that song. 
Grace is described as a “southern al-
bum” and includes your renditions of 
“southern nights” and “stars Fell on 
alabama,” among others. in addition to 
music such as this, in what other ways 
does the southern Lizz come through?

I’m making my own kind of offering of 
what being a Southerner means. It was 
important after (the election in) November 
that I go home and look at and listen to 

Wright on Target
An interview 

with singer 
Lizz Wright 

shows when not playing non-jazz fes-
tival concert venues, working in other 
types of material?

The beauty of this moment is that this 
is Ella Fitzgerald’s centennial. I get to do a 
mini-set to honor her before using the rest 
of the set to demonstrate her influence. My 
goal is to help America enjoy her beauti-
ful, varied, wild, curious, true self. I’m in a 
place where I’m shining a light on all the 
things this country is and making sure that 
no part is forgotten.

Two of your songwriting collabora-
tors – the aforementioned Toshi Reagon 
and Maia sharp – are out lesbians. i was 
wondering if you had an awareness of a 
following for your music in the LGBTQ 
community.

Yes! I am, in general, drawn to re-
sourceful and informed people. These art-
ists you mentioned are incredible. They’re 
well-studied, incredible musicians and 
great producers; and they’re women in the 
music business who have made a way for 
themselves. I’m grateful for the commu-
nity and all the people who get mixed up 
in my audiences. There will always be a 
unique combination of religious people and 
LGBTQ folks; there will be everybody and 
I’m grateful for that. t 

Vanya and Sonia and 
Masha and Spike 
Saturday, July 22 thru 

Sunday, August 6
Theatre, Arts, Cabaret

7201 Rossville Blvd.
Call the box office at

443-840-ARTS(2787), or visit
www.ccbcmd.edu/arts

For further details
or to purchase tickets

COCKPIT IN COURT
Summer Theatre

Sister Act
Friday, July 21st

thru Sunday, August 6th
Mainstage, Theatre, Arts

Lizz 
Wright
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LiVeLy arTs // QMUSIC

By GreGG sHaPirO
Country duos are nothing new. Think 
about Johnny and June, Porter and Dol-
ly, George and Tammy, and so on. The 
judds put a different spin on the coupling 
of country singers by teaming up a mother, 
Naomi, and her daughter, Wynonna. The 
Judds were a prevailing pair from the ear-
ly 1980s until the beginning of the 1990s, 
at which time Wynonna embarked on a 
solo career that made her an even bigger 
star. The 21-track compilation All-Time 
Greatest Hits (Curb) includes everything 
you might expect on a collection such as 
this, including “Mama’s He’s Crazy,” “Why 
Not Me,” “Have Mercy,” “Grandpa (Tell Me 
‘Bout the Good Old Days,” “Rockin’ With 
the Rhythm of the Rain,” and “Love Can 
Build a Bridge”. 

Keeping with the family theme we 
come to singing siblings Laura Rogers and 
Lydia Rogers, aka The secret sisters. 
For You Don’t Own Me Anymore (New 
West), its third album in seven years, The 
Secret Sisters worked with lesbian singer/
songwriter Brandi Carlile (and her regular 
band members Tim Hanseroth and Phil 

Hanseroth). The combination of exemplary 
talents results in The Secret Sisters’ best 
album to date. Alternately rousing (“King 
Cotton,” “He’s Fine”), riveting (“To All The 
Girls Who Cry,” “The Damage,” “Till It’s 
Over,” and the title track ) and reverent (a 
gorgeous cov-
er of Paul Si-
mon’s “Kathy’s 
Song”), The 
Secret Sisters 
are no secret 
anymore.

Jeff Tweedy 
(of Wilco) re-
turns to his in-
surgent country 
roots as produc-
er of The Siren’s 
Song (New West) by Canadian 
cousins kacy & Clayton. The duo adds a 
distinctive twang to their trademark brand 
of folk on “The Light of Day,” “Just Like A 
Summer Cloud,” “The World Has Seven 
Wonders” and “White Butte Country” (on 
which Clayton takes the lead). However, 
songs such as “A Lifeboat” and the title 

Twelve By Two cut, qualify as some of the most appealing 
examples of modern folk music.

Also hailing from Canada, married mu-
sician couple Melissa McClelland and Luke 
Doucet comprise the duo Whitehorse. 
Panther in the Dollhouse (Six Shooter) 
is Whitehorse’s new album and it features 
a stable full of musical styles, ranging from 

what is accurately described 
as “psychedelic surf, arid 
border rocks, lo-fi ingenui-
ty and icy 80s sparseness.” 
Standout selections include 
“Die Alone,” “Boys Like 
You,” “Trophy Wife,” “Man-
itoba Death Star,” “Night-
hawks,” and “Kicking Down 
Your Door.”

Since 2006, Baltimore 
duo Beach House has 
put out six well-received 

studio albums, two of which were 
released in 2015 alone. Talk about being 
prolific! Now comes the 14-track B-Sides 
and Rarities (Sub Pop) compilation. As 
Alex Scally and Victoria Legrand of Beach 
House put it, their “B-sides are not songs 
we didn’t like as much, just ones that didn’t 
have a place on the records we were mak-
ing.” In addition to two previously unre-
leased songs (“Chariot” and “Baseball Dia-
mond”), culled from the Depression cherry 
/ Thank Your lucky Stars sessions, the al-
bum includes a cover of Queen’s “Play The 
Game” (featured on an AIDS research ben-
efit compilation), as well as a song dating 
as far back as 2005 (“Rain in Numbers”).

Juliana Giraffe and Ari Balouzian of Mid-
night sister bring their mutual artistic vision 
to their debut album Saturn Over Sunset 
(Jagjaguwar). Both have a background in 
the visual arts which lends the 14 songs on 
the disc a candy-colored movie soundtrack 
quality. Beginning with the fluttery swirl of 
“Canary,” Midnight sisters wears influenc-
es such as The High Lamas (“Leave You”) 
and Of Montreal (“Daddy Long Legs”) on its 
100% polyester-knit sleeve. Other notable 
numbers include “Blue Cigar,” “The Crow,” 
“Hitman,” “So Young,” and the aptly-titled 
“Shimmy”.

Easily the most inexplicable success 
story of the last couple of years, The 
Chainsmokers finally got around to releas-
ing its full-length debut album Memories 
… Do Not Open (Disruptor / Columbia). 
This is the best of example of the worst that 
happens when producers / ”DJ”s decide to 
make an album of original music. Formu-
laic, lacking in diversity, and dull as Jared 
Kushner’s inner dialogue, not even guest 
artists such as Coldplay (“Something Just 
Like This”), Emily Warren (“My Type”), and 
Florida Georgia Line (“Last Day Alive”) can 

• $10 & Kids under 12 free when
purchased online.

• $15 at the door & $10/kids 6-12.
• Kids age 5 and Under and

Dogs ALWAYS FREE.
• Free Parking, Rain or Shine.

For tickets, walk registration, and more:
www.dogfest.org

Contact: goldband@bmorehumane.org
Tel: 410-833-8848, ext. 202

Saturday, September 16
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Baltimore Humane Society, 
1601 Nicodemus Rd.

Reisterstown, MD  21136

prevent this from being a lazy and repetitive 
recording.

Silhouettes (Harvest), the debut album 
by UK duo aquilo (Tom Higham and Ben 
Fletcher), is a downer. But it somehow nar-
rowly avoids the redundant nature of The 
Chainsmokers’ disc. That’s probably due to 
the subtle variety and drama the pair works 
into the music and performance. “Never 
Hurt Again,” “You Won’t Know Where You 
Stand,” “Complication” and “Always Done 
What You Say” do manage to pick up the 

pace. Still, it’s best not to listen to this disc 
while behind the wheel on a late-night drive. 

Piano / violin / vocal duo Gracie and 
rachel bring some much-needed modern 
feminist energy to this column with their 
eponymous debut disc available at Gra-
cieandrachel.com. First and foremost, the 
eight songs are nothing less than gorgeous; 
a perfect combination of orchestration and 
vocalization. This is best experienced on 
the songs “Only a Child,” “It’s Time,” “Sing 
Song,” and “Go”.

Duos Peridot and seasaw have roots 
in Wisconsin. Hillary Reynolds and Trevor 
Jarvis of Peridot met in Wisconsin before 
getting better acquainted as students at 
Berklee College of Music in Boston. Me-
lissa Gotz and Eve Wilczewski of Seesaw 
still call “America’s Dairyland” home. Folk-
pop duo Seasaw’s Too Much of a Good 
Thing (Singseasaw.com) is sure to appeal 
to fans of The Ditty Bops. Peridot is more 
on the pop-folk end of the spectrum goes 
for a fuller sound on its eponymous debut 
(Peridotband.com).

Finally, there’s yet another Wisconsin 
connection to Awake and Pretty Much 
Sober (Partisan), the full-length album de-
but of Violents and Monica Martin. Some 
may know Violents as musician / produc-
er Jeremy Larson. Others may recognize 
Monica Martin from the Wisconsin-based 
band Phox. 

The pairing of these two talented folks 
has produced an album of stimulating and 
soulful electro-pop, sort of like an updated 
version of what Sade was doing back in 
the day, as you can hear on “How It Left,” 
“Spark,” and “Equal Powers.” t 

“The Judds put a 
different spin on the 
coupling of country 
singers by teaming 
up a mother, Naomi, 

and her daughter, 
Wynonna.”

The
judds
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We live in the country, so it shouldn’t be 
much of a surprise that our kids get ex-
cited by country-type pursuits. They love 
campfires, camping, and s’mores. Kids of 

all ages en-
joy the hors-
es, goats, 
and cows. 
And, there’s 
nothing we 
like more 
than coming 
home to our 
parklike set-
ting. 

But then, 
there are 
our bug kids. 
S u m m e r -
time offers 
a wealth of 

bug-related events for the kids 
to enjoy. One of our young 
teens has been fascinated by 
all things creepy crawly since 

she was a toddler. Now, she is sharing her 
love of bugs with the younger kids in the 
family. 

Last week, it was bug central as the 
kids started finding abandoned exoskele-
tons of cicadas. Because these bugs didn’t 
creep or crawl, even the littlest kids found 
them exciting. They collected, compared, 
and shared. We have dozens of pictures of 
toddlers and pre-schoolers sharing these 
bugs.

The next day, we went to my father’s 
house to swim. It was hot that day. Really 
hot. The kids splashed and jumped. They 
had a great time. But, my bug girl sudden-
ly realized that my parents’ garden was a 
butterfly nirvana. They were everywhere. 
She and baby Cassandra talked to butter-
flies for hours. 

And then, one landed on her nose. 
And, just sat there. She was able to talk 
and move around. It never moved. Little 
Cassandra came close and talked to it. 

AUGUST 20 ● STARTING AT 11 A.M.
Spring Valley County Park

9777 Crest Road. Glen Rock, PA 17327
www.ksgra.com

SPONSORS:

All are welcome to attend!
Classes:

1. Small  fry 50 yard dash
2. Junior 50 yard dash
3. Adult 50 yard dash
4. Small fry pole bending
5. Junior pole bending
6. Small fry flag race
7. Junior flag race
8. Adult flag race
9. Goat dressing 

Exhibition barres $3 per run

10. 3D or 4D open barrel race ** $40
11. Small fry barrels
12. Junior barrels
13. Adults barrels

Small fry classes $5 each, junior and adult classes $10 each.  Money and ribbons will be given to all 
juniors and adult classes. Paybacks for adult and Junior classes will be 1st 20%, 2nd 15%, 3rd 10%, 4th 

5% for entries of over 8 raiders
** For jackpot 3D/4D depends on number of entries.  For 50 entries or less will be run as 3D. 

For 51 entries or more will be run as 4D.  80% Payback for open 3D/4D Barrel Race

Small Fry: ages 10 and under
Junior: ages 11-16
Adult: 17 and older

Food will be available for purchase
Free admission for spectators

All it did was flutter. At one 
point, it flew to a nearby 
fence post, only to return to 
Maddi’s nose a moment later. 
And, she loved it.

Over the years of raising so 
many kids, I have found that 
letting kids embrace their 
interests creates a learn-
ing environment that 
surpasses all others. 
Our kids have played 
sports, learned music, 
art, dance, and theater. 
They have learned to cook, 
do crafts, and landscape. The 
list goes on and on, and yes, it 

  OuT in THe VaLLey 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Butterflies &
Bugs

Maddi 
‘nose’ 
a new 
guest

includes learn-
ing about bugs. 
When kids are in-

terested in learning, they 
are motivated to learn. And, 

in my experience, once they 
enjoy learning in one area, 

they can more easily transfer 
that love of learning to other ar-

eas. Kids who love to learn can go any-
where and do anything.  t

 If you like to write and have an interest 
in local news, theater and the arts, food, 

LGBTQ history, doing interviews, 
Baltimore OUTloud might be the place 

for you. 

We are looking for writers to share with 
their LGBTQ community. 

In Baltimore and surrounding areas
including Hagerstown, Frederick, 

Asbury Park NJ and Rehoboth Beach, 
and any area we reach.

For more information contact
Mary Taylor 410-802-1310,

or e-mail her at 
taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com

she can fill you in with all the details.

Hope to see you in the paper!

rev. Kelly crenshaw is the mom of 16 
adopted kids, two biological kids, guardian 
of one baby girl and foster mom of dozens. 
Some are lesbian, some gay, some straight, 
and some bisexual. Kelly founded a K-12 day 
school where kids could have a safe, bully-free 
environment for learning. She is co-owner of 
a counselling agency that works with children 
and their families. Send your parenting ques-
tions to her at pastor.kelly@comcast.net
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www.hagerstownhopesmd.org

Thank You Hagerstown!
We could not have asked for a better Pride Festival. 

So many people showed up to have a fun time in 
a loving and safe environment!

Thank you to all the sponsors, volunteers, vendors, 
entertainers, and staff of Hagerstown Hopes! Without 

every one of you we would not have been able to make 
this possible! Thank you all for your support and we are 

looking forward to 2018!

Don’t miss Ashley Bannks , Stephanie Michaels, 
Araya Sparxx, ChiChi Ray Colby, Brooke Lane, 

and Shirley Goodness & Mercy

July 27- 6pm - 10pm

Proceeds to benefit For Otis Sake & 
Hagerstown Hopes. For more infor-

mation, please contact Kelly Middle-
ton at forotissake@gmail.com.

  Drag Queen

BINGO

www.hagerstownhopesmd.org
Purchase Tickets online at:

HIV Testing Services: 
Easy, Fast and Free

Serving our LGBT Friends
in a comfortable, welcoming environment

Providing referrals for PrEP in Frederick County
Call 301-600-3342 for an appointment

Frederick County Health Department
350 Montevue Lane, Entrance B, Frederick, MD 21702

OuT in THe VaLLey 

I’m sure you’ve all heard that Trump wants 
to ban transgender persons from military 
service. I would go into greater detail, but 
at the rate the story and its response have 
been changing I risk being out of touch by 
the time this edition goes to press. Instead, 
let’s break down what it means for us.

Like many of you, I was shocked 
and outraged by the news. I 
still am, but for different rea-
sons. You see, Trump’s trans-
gender ban was introduced 
as a wedge issue to be used 
during the 2018 midterm 
elections. The idea is that 
this wedge issue will do 
what wedges do – divide. 
The timing seems deliber-
ate, occurring as health 
care, staff changes, 
and other political cha-
os ruled the headlines, 
which means it’s also 
a distraction from the 
trainwreck happening before 
our very eyes. It has the makings of some 
interesting political theater, but unfortu-
nately for him it isn’t necessarily playing 
out the way he’d hoped. 

In order for a wedge issue to be effec-
tive, the general population has to already 
be somewhat divided on that issue. In this 
case, the LGBTQ community and our allies 
have already won significant battles for 
equality and, with our success and chang-
es in policy, we’ve demonstrated that our 
issues are human rights issues. Along the 
way our community and issues have be-
come mainstream and shed many of the 
stigmas that once made us valuable wedg-
es for politicians and leaders. 

In other words, we’ve already been 
there and done that. We even got the 
t-shirt. Even people who don’t consider 
themselves allies accept that there are 
LGBTQ people and that we have rights, 
which shows how far we’ve come as a 
community and as a society. So, using us 
as a wedge issue is remarkably similar to 
Gretchen Wieners from mean Girls trying 
to make “fetch” happen. It’s not going to 
happen, Mr. T. It’s likely you either misread 

the room, or you were so desperate to dis-
tract us from the important issues that you 
were grasping at straws. Either way, all 
you’ve done is given us the gift of showing 
how much support are community has.

And that’s the blessing of being the 
subject of a wedge issue. For as long as 
people have been coming out, we’ve been 
dividing and uniting people. In more re-
cent times the division is usually tempo-
rary. Someone comes out, their family and 
friends freak out, and in their desperation 
they reach out to others for comfort and 
advice. Each story is unique but many 
have the same ending. Either accept your 
loved one as they are, or risk losing them. 
When people choose acceptance, the re-
lationship is often stronger as a result of 
the soul searching, and the vulnerability 
our community experiences is highlighted, 
leading to more advocates and allies. And 

this acceptance and under-
standing only 
spreads and 
grows.

It’s not a fun 
experience, but 
when it’s over we 
often find we have 
love and support 
from unexpected 
sources. Ours is a 
community defined 
by love and love has 
a way of uniting peo-
ple even under the 
most formidable cir-
cumstances. 

To my trans brothers and sis-
ters, I’m sorry that the leader of our country 
referred to you as a burden. It’s simply not 
true and I hope that in the past few days 
the people in your life who matter have 
reached out to you with love and support. 

If they haven’t, I’m reaching out to you now. 
You see, this experience has reminded me 
of a lesson that we need to remember when 
it seems the world is against us. Just be-
cause someone says something about you, 
no matter how horrible or painful it is to 
hear, doesn’t make it true. In fact, the things 
people say are only a reflection of who they 
are as a person and often has nothing to 
do with you. It’s a lesson that Mr. T will only 
learn the hard way. t

The Wedge Issue

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s

“In order for a wedge 
issue to be effective, the 
general population has 
to already be somewhat 

divided.”
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and guajillo demi-glace. 
Next is Pascal and sabine (601 Bangs 

Avenue), one of Asbury’s finest restau-
rants. Executive chef Mike Bingham mas-
ters a delicious menu featuring European 
brasserie staples such as escargot in gar-
lic and parsley butter that’s so good you 
can’t help ask for more more bread to dunk 
in this incredible dish. Dinners here are 
delicious, but I love sitting at the bar for 
their incredible brunch. The French classic 
Croque Monsieur is one of my favorites, 
along with seared Foie Gras. The restau-
rant is inspired by Albert Lamroisse’s clas-
sic, The red Balloon. Pascal & Sabine 

embraces the flight of fan-
cy and ephemeral quality of 
an inflated balloon, adding 
a unique touch of playful-
ness. 

Porta (911 Kingsley 
Street) is our next stop. 
This huge restaurant and 
event space boasts com-
munity-style seating, a 
great bar, and an incred-
ible brick-oven imported 
from Italy to recreate clas-

sic Neapolitan 
pizza. What 
makes this 
place great is 
not only the 
delicious food 
but the staff. 
Craig Stewart 
the most wel-
coming and 
friendliest bar-
tender. Porta is 
inspired love of 
the idea of gath-
ering around a 
table and shar-

ing a meal with people we love, 
with the name coming from the 
Latin phrase, Porta patens esto. 
Nulli claudatur honesto. (“May 
the door always be open. May it 

never be closed to any honest person.”)
Last and certainly not least is Lentil 

Tree (808 5th Avenue). This Mediterranean 
restaurant is inexpensively delicious. It’s the 
brainchild of David Ades, owner and chef. 
While small, it boasts a beautiful outdoor 
patio where you can enjoy different flavored 
hookahs and refreshing signature plat-
ters. Some of my favorites are the Schnit-
zel Platter, which includes sesame crusted 
boneless chicken, with a garlic aioli dipping 
sauce and home-made hummus, an Israe-
li cucumber-and-tomato salad served with 
fresh pita bread. The babaganoush is my 

Let me introduce you to some of my fa-
vorite restaurants and watering holes in 
Asbury Park. 
When I moved to Asbury Park in 
2001, the town was run-down, the 
boardwalk was nonexistent and 
reminiscent of the drug-ridden 
Coney Island beach in Brooklyn 
of yesteryear. Today it boasts a 
plethora of delicious, Zagat-rat-
ed restaurants, beautiful condos, 
great watering holes, and big sup-
porters of the Asbury Park LGBTQ 
community.

Our first 
stop is one of 
my absolute 
favorites. The 
restaurant at 
Hotel Tides 
(408 7th Ave-
nue), a bou-
tique hotel in 
Asbury Park. 
If you didn’t 
know it was 
there, you’d 
c o m p l e t e l y 
miss it. Jef-
frey Parent 
is the executive chef. This young chef 
delivers delicious, creative dishes 
that leave you wanting more. Featur-
ing New American cuisine, our chef 
highlights fresh, seasonal,  local in-
gredients, intricately detailed tin ceil-
ing and walls – dating back to the 1920s  
– that demanded a ten-month renovation. 
The place showcases the cultural heritage 
and history in modern day Asbury Park. 
Come relax and enjoy a new change to 
the Jersey Shore’s dining scene. Or just 
have a drink in our bar, featuring signature 
cocktails and a light fare bar menu. Some 
of my favorites are the Ahi Tuna Poke with 
golden beets, wakame, green onion, rad-
ish, and glass noodle as an appetizer or 
a meal and the mouth-watering Bacon 
Wrapped Eight-Ounce Filet Mignon horse-
radish mashed potatoes, Chinese broccoli, 

Hungry in 
Asbury Park?

No need 
to starve 

with these 
incredible 

dining 
options

Asbury Park
Out in

Rainier Guerra

Pascal and 
sabine – 
European 
brasserie 

staples

second favorite. The rich creamy fire-roast-
ed dish awakens all of your taste buds, and 
is served with pita or their Za’atar pita chips. 

I hope you have a chance to stop in and 
enjoy some of these amazing restaurants. 
Tell them Rai sent ya! t

• Family Law  • Estate Planning  
• Real Estate

Stephanie Cañas Hunnell, Esq.
Sylvia L. Breitowich, Esq.

408 7th Ave.
Asbury Park, NJ 07712

732-749-3500
fax 732-749-3503

Monmouth-Divorce.com
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united States Government will not accept or 
allow transgender individuals to serve in any 
capacity in the u.S. military,” Trump said in 
a series of tweets Wednesday morning. “our 
military must be focused on decisive and 
overwhelming victory and cannot be bur-
dened with the tremendous medical costs 
and disruption that transgender in the military 
would entail.

Now, before diving into the mess of the 
ban, let’s talk about the actual act of tweeting 
this. What sitting us president actually fires 
news like this on social media, especially 
without consulting any members of his admin-
istration? But while Trump’s tweet states that 
he consulted with his generals and military 
experts ahead of making the announcement, 
us defense officials have indicated that many 
of the top brass were caught off guard by the 
policy change. 

One of the heads of the military branches 
was informed by a staffer of the president’s 
tweets on transgender policy and had no idea 
it was coming, an official said.

Adding to the confusion is that Trump’s 
decision came without a plan in place to im-
plement it.

The main excuse he used was medical costs 
and disruption. Hmm ... I’m not so sure about 
that. Let’s take a look at the following study:

Let me start this article by saying that I’m just 
a drag queen over a certain age who has been 
performing for half that age. I’ve never felt “dif-
ferent” or felt as if I were “trapped in another 
body.” I’m just a man with a passion for the 
performing arts, comedy, and drag. Through-
out my life as a gay man, I’ve had many friends 
that felt differently. They decided to come out 
as trans men and women. I respect that. This 
is America, the great land of opportunities. The 
land of living your own truths and living freely.

On July 26th, one of those rights disgust-
ingly was violated. Number 45, as I like to call 
him, tweeted: 

After consultation with my Generals and 
military experts, please be advised that the 

Trans Right are 
Equal Rights

Christy’s
Corner

Christy Girlington

“Trans Rights are Human Rights.  Any military 
serviceperson, regardless of gender or sexual 
orientation, should be thanked and supported- 
not banned from protecting our country.”

Paradise to the Park- Trans Rights Are Human Rights Rally.

Photos by Corey Wesnitzer

A 2016 Rand Corporation study commis-
sioned by the Defense Department concluded 
that letting transgender people serve openly 
would have a “minimal impact” on readiness 
and health-care costs, largely because there 
are so few in the military’s 1.3 million-member 
force.

The study put the number of transgen-
der people in the military between 1,320 
and 6,630. Gender-change surgery is rare in 
the general population, and the Rand study 
estimated the possibility of 30 to 140 new 
hormone treatments a year in the military, 
with 25 to 130 gender-transition related sur-
geries among active service members. The 
cost could range from $2.4 million and $8.4 
million, an amount that would represent an 
“exceedingly small proportion” of total health 
care expenditures, the study found. 

The military spends $41.6 million annual-
ly on Viagra alone, according to the military 
Times analysis – roughly five times the esti-
mated spending on transition-related medical 
care for transgender troops. So, explain that 
to us, number 45!

The American Civil Liberties Union called 
the decision “outrageous and desperate” and 
said it was exploring ways to fight the policy 
shift.

“Let us be clear. This has been studied 

extensively, and the consensus is clear: There 
are no cost or military readiness drawbacks 
associated with allowing trans people to fight 
for their country. The president is trying to 
score cheap political points on the backs of 
military personnel who have put their lives on 
the line for their country,” said Joshua Block, 
senior staff attorney with the ACLU’s LGBT 
and HIV Project.

Rep. Dan Kildee, (D-Michigan), the vice 
chair of the congressional LGBT caucus, 
called Trump’s decision a “slap in the face to 
the thousands of transgender Americans al-
ready serving in the military” and said it “un-
dermines our military’s readiness.”

“Anyone who is willing to put on the uni-
form of the US and risk their life in service 
to our country should be celebrated as patri-
ots, regardless of their gender identity. This 
short-sighted and discriminatory policy will 
make America less safe,” said Kildee.

Let’s continue to resist as a community, 
Let’s continue to “stay woke!” Let’s continue to 
recognize that this too is a deterrent in efforts 
to take our sights away from bigger issues that 
he’s hiding, and the reason for the musical 
chair game happening in his administration, 
Russia, and God knows how much other cor-
ruption he is hiding. t
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Birroteca Baltimore
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HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
Wednesday - Friday 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

encantadabaltimore.com/happy-hour 

Best in Federal Hill , located on the Third Floor of 
the American Visionary Art Museum, with the Vollis 

& Gene Simpson Whirligig Terrace
overlooking Federal Hill.

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11:30 a.m. - 3p.m. 
Featuring $15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary's 

and EVO Craft Beer drafts

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
 

HOURS OF OPERATION
Wednesday & Thursday  11:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

ENCANTADA
AT THE AMERICAN VISIONARY

ART MUSEUM

T H E    N I C K E L    T A P H O U S E
1604 Kelly Avenue.  Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240   -  nickeltaphouse.com

Fabulous Brunch Every 
Saturday & Sunday 

11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
nickeltaphouse.com/brunch-menu  

Featuring
$15 Bottomless Mimosas, 

Bloody Mary's and
 EVO Craft

                 Brewing Drafts.

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Wednesday Beer Dinners! 
$38 for Three Courses 

paired with 10oz BA Beers. 

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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Downtown 
Orlando – 

A consoling 
rainbow

By DaViD PLaCHer
From 1828 to 1987, the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad, commonly referred to as the 
B&O, was the first common carrier rail-
road. Today, “B&O” should mean the Bal-
timore-to-Orlando flight path. With several 
daily roundtrip flights, the convenience of 
sun and fun is only a couple hours away 
from Charm City. JetBlue, Southwest, and 
Spirit airlines often offer specials, as low 
as $140 round-trip. Orlando is nicknamed 
“The City Beautiful” and its symbol is the 
fountain at Lake Eola. It is known for its 
theme parks – which attracted 68 million 
visitors in 2016. It is also known for being 
very friendly to the LGBT community, of-
fering several LGBT nightclubs and social 
events. But as we all remember, it’s not al-
ways sunny in Orlando. 

Central Florida’s theme parks are its 
magnet that attracts people to the area. 
The gigantic Walt Disney World, located 
21 miles south of downtown Orlando, is a 
major attraction. It is also LGBT-friendly, 
offering “Disney Gay Days” around the first 
weekend in June. Closer to downtown Or-
lando is the Universal Orlando Resort and 
Universal Studios, a theme park filled with 
rides and shows. One of Universal Studio’s 
most popular events 
is Halloween Hor-
ror Nights, mixing 
scary characters 
with rides. Sea 
World, located in 
the same area as 
Universal Studios, 
has dolphin shows 
and a roller coast-
er that offers riders 
the opportunity to 

wear virtual-reality head-
gear. The area also offers 
other attractions, such as 
Gatorland, Safari Wilder-
ness Ranch, Giraffe Ranch, 
the Escape Game Room, 
Sea Life Orlando Aquarium, 
Coca-Cola Orlando Eye, 
and located about an hour 
away, the famous Kennedy 
Space Center. 

Orlando is also the 
home to several gay clubs 
and bars. Parliament 
House is a large gay bar, 
club, and hotel complex 
that offers several shows 
a week. It is famous for its 
“Balcony Bingo,” a cruis-

ing event that has been around since 1975, 
the year it opened. It is located on a lake, 
has 112 rooms, and has several bars with-
in the complex. Located next door is Full 
Moon at Woodstock, a laid back bar with 
a great vibe. Southern Nights Orlando, es-

tablished in 1982, is a great place to meet 
people and to just enjoy the night. A few 

years ago, Southern Nights Or-
lando branched out and opened 
Southern Nights Tampa. Stone-
wall Bar is a friendly neighbor-
hood bar that is located next to 
the Orlando City Stadium. Stone-
wall is a great place to relax be-
fore or after a soccer game or to 
watch a popular game on one 
of its many televisions. Savoy 
is an upscale bar and has some 

Orlando | The Dark of the Sun
OuT & aBOuT // DAVID’S THOUGHTS 

of the friendliest bartenders: the drinks 
are strong and the atmosphere is great. 
Hanks is another friendly place that has 
pool tables, a jukebox, and a large private 
patio. Barcodes Orlando is a bear bar that 
is easygoing and it has pool tables, video 
games and theme events, including under-
wear nights. There are several other LGBT 

and LGBT – friendly 
bars and restaurants 
in the Orlando area. 

Although Orlan-
do is a great city with 
great people, its name 
is seared in our mem-
ories. The weekend of 
June 10th to 12th, 2016, 
saw a trio of shocking 
Orlando events: the 
Pulse massacre, which 
is the deadliest mass 
shooting in US histo-
ry and the deadliest 
against the LGBT com-
munity. As well over 
those days, a two-year-
old boy was snatched 
by an alligator at Disney 
and a famous singer 
was slain.

The annals of Orlando crime include, 
in 2011, the trial of Casey Marie Anthony. 
She was charged with first-degree murder 
in the death of Caylee Marie Anthony, her 
two-year-old daughter. Time magazine de-
scribed it as “the social media trial of the 
century.” On July 5th, 2011, the jury found 
Casey not guilty of first-degree murder and 
other major charges, but guilty of four mis-
demeanor counts of providing false infor-
mation to a law enforcement officer. 

Then there was the 1984 Orlando court-
house massacre, when Thomas Provenza-

no, then 34, smuggled weapons into court 
and opened fire.  Orlando in 1980 saw in 
the old Orange County Courthouse the tri-
al of Ted Bundy, the serial killer, in which 

prosecutors presented evidence and de-
scribed in detail some of Bundy’s horrifying 
and shocking murders. 

And the list of dreadful stories can go 
on. But most major cities have their his-
tories of sordid crime, and Orlando is no 
exception. 

A great resource to learn about up-
coming Orlando LGBT events is the LGBT 
Center of Central Florida (407-228-8272 or 
info@thecenterorlando.org). t

seaworld

Marking one
year

Parliament House 
– the venerable 
classic gay resort

“Although Orlando is 
a great city with great 

people, its name is 
seared in our memories. 

The weekend of June 
10th to 12th, 2016, 

saw a trio of shocking 
Orlando events.”

stonewall



BaLTiMOre OuTLOuD  AugusT 4, 2017 •  BAlTimorEouTlouD.com  t  29 

By DaViD PLaCHer
On June 12th, 2016, a deranged 
gunman killed 49 people and in-
jured 53 at Pulse, a gay bar and 
dance club in Orlando. “Some 
families lost their only child and 
another family lost a mother. So 
much pain,” said Commission-
er Patty Sheehan, Orlando City 
Councilwoman who represents 
the district where Pulse was lo-
cated and is herself a member 
of the LGBT community. “It was 
a hate crime against the LGBTQ 
people.” 

Sheehan notes that since 
the nightmare, victims are still 
struggling and some have died. 
“Officer Debra Clayton, one of 
the first to respond to the Pulse 
shooting, was killed in the line of 
duty in January. Two survivors 
have died. Others have lost their 
jobs and lost their apartments 
because they are still in crisis 
mode.” 

The two survivors that have died are 
Chris Brodman and Jahqui Sevilla. Brod-
man died suddenly on September 11th, 2016 
from a rare brain hemorrhage and Sevilla 
died on May 30th in a car crash. On May 1st, 
Johnathan Amaya, 
also a survivor, was 
diagnosed with Acute 
T-Cell Lymphoblastic 
Lymphoma, a rare 
form of cancer, though 
fortunately with a 90% 
remission rate. 

Sheehan noted 
that the shock of such 
evil brought the com-
munity together. “The 
First Baptist Church 
and other conservative 
churches, evangelicals, 
have outreached to the 
gay community. There 
is a positive change in 
the religious community. 
People are talking to one 
another,” Sheehan says. 

Sheehan said that 
one of the most beauti-
ful memorials to the vic-
tims were the 49 floral 
wreathes that adorned the 
rotunda of Orlando City 
Hall.  The flowers were 
donated by Kuhn Flow-
ers and the wreaths were 

assembled by Katherine’s 
florists.

On May 4th, 2017, 
Barbara Poma, the owner 
of Pulse, announced that 
there are plans to turn the 
site into a memorial and 
museum to commemorate 
the tragic event. The city 
had planned to purchase 
the site in November, but 
Mayor Buddy Dyer pulled 
it. (Members of the Orlando 
City Council are the mayor, 
elected at-large, and six 
city commissioners, who 
are elected from respective 
districts.) “Commissioners 
[Tony] Ortiz, [Robert] Stuart, 
and [Jim] Gray would have 
voted against it. Dyer saw it 
was going to be a divisive 
vote, so he pulled it. Had it 
passed, it would have been 
hard to work with them [Or-
tiz, Stuart, and Gray] on it. I 

support Dyer’s decision to pull it.” 
Ortiz’s argument against it was the price 

– he said he didn’t want the city to overpay 
for the site, but Sheehan 

was skeptical. “After the election 
of Donald Trump, everything changed. Sud-
denly people thought they could act differ-
ent. Commissioners have overpaid for land 
before,” Sheehan said.

Sheehan believes that City Hall will be 

A plan for the 
city to buy the 

Pulse night-
cub founders 

at Orlando’s 
City Hall

supportive of Poma’s decision, but notes 
there could be problems on the horizon. 
“From an urban-planning perspective, Pulse 
worked for the area: medical during the day, 
and club at night. Less traffic congestion. 
A museum will bring more traffic during the 
day.” 

Sheehan’s efforts to advocate on behalf 
of the LGBTQ community have not been 
without criticism. On March 29th, Michael 
Hristakopoulos, a 27-year-old member of 

the orlando Sentinel editorial advisory board 
and political science professor at Valencia 
College, published, “Commentary: Patty 
Sheehan’s divisive pandering turns Pulse 
Unity Day into private platform,” a scathing 
article because Sheehan was critical of Dyer 

and Orange County Mayor Te-
resa Jacobs for not saying “gay 
community” in a video featured 
on OrlandoUnitedDay.com and 
that Sheehan does not use the 
term “anniversary” for the year-
ly date. (Orlando is inside Or-
ange County. Orange County 
has an at-large mayor and six 
commissioners who are elect-
ed from respective districts.) 

Sheehan points out that, 
“There will always be peo-
ple that are critical, wheth-
er in their communities or 
outside. This was an attack 
on LGBTQ people. People 
should not forget. It is a one-
year mark, not anniversary.” 

Sheehan, elected in 
2000 and re-elected four 
times since, may have 
a point. On June 12th, 
2016, Rep. Pete Sessions 
(R-Texas) was widely quot-

ed in several news outlets when describing 
the Pulse massacre as saying, “It was a 
young person’s nightclub. I’m told. And there 
were some there, but mostly Latinos.” The 
term “gay” or any indication that Pulse was 
a gay venue is noticeably absent. Sheehan 
believes it is important that people not forget 

it was an attacked on the LGBTQ community. 
The city has also faced criticism. On 

June 14th, 2017, C. Britt Beemer, an orlan-
do Sentinel guest columnist, published, “As 
Disney reports drop in guests, is Orlando’s 
post-Pulse embrace of LGBT too tight?” 
Sheehan staunchly disagrees with Beemer’s 
contention. “If tourism is down, it is because 
of Trump’s immigration policies. When you 
keep people out, you keep tourist out.” 

Beemer’s article was such an embar-
rassment that on June 17th, Scott Maxwell, 
an orlando Sentinel political reporter, pub-
lished an article, “Boycott the Sentinel? I was 
embarrassed by this column … and by the 
reaction,” countering Beemer’s logic. 

“People are coming to Orlando, despite 
what a few say,” Sheehan says. 

Since the Pulse massacre, Sheehan 
notes that stronger friendships have formed. 
Jacobs gave Sheehan a beautiful rainbow 
rosary on June 12th. “This has meaning on 
many levels. I have returned to my faith af-
ter being shunned for my identity as a gay 
person.” 

Sheehan is single and plans to continue 
what she is doing. Sheehan says, “I love my 
job. I love helping people and I am dedicated 
to Orlando.” t 
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The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals issued 
a decision on the preliminary injunction 
by the US District Court for the District of 
Maryland against enforcement of both the 
first Executive Order (“EO-1”) and the sec-
ond Executive Order (“EO-2”) on May 25th, 
2017, and then amended the decision on 
June 15th, 2017. The Fourth Circuit stated 
that the main issue in the case was wheth-
er the US Constitution “protects Plaintiffs’ 
right to challenge an Executive Order that 
in text speaks with vague words of national 
security, but in context drips with religious 
intolerance, animus, and discrimination.” 

The court found that the president’s broad 
power to deny entry into the US “cannot 
go unchecked when, as here, the president 
wields it through an executive edict that 
stands to cause irreparable harm to indi-
viduals across this nation.” The court went 
further and sounded the alarm against the 
government’s argument that portions of 
the preliminary injunction were a problem 
because the court system has no right 
to review them. “Although the Supreme 
Court has certainly encouraged deference 
in our review of immigration matters that 
implicate national security interests, it has 
not countenanced judicial abdication, es-
pecially where constitutional rights, val-
ues, and principles are at stake.” Also, the 
court said, “the political branches’ power 
over immigration is not tantamount to a 
constitutional blank check, and that vig-
orous judicial review is required when an 
immigration action’s constitutionality is in 
question.”

President Trump’s habit of tweeting his 
opinions concerning various actions he 
and the personnel in the White House take 
on any given day has served to undermine 
the positions taken by the government at-
torneys in their claims that EO-1 and EO-2 
are not a Muslim ban. The Fourth Circuit, in 

Travel in the 
Trump Era (July 

2017 Update)

The Law
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& You
Trump’s habit of 

tweeting his opinions 
concerning various 
actions he takes has 
served to undermine 
the positions taken 
by the government 
attorneys that the 

travel bans are not a 
Muslim ban.

upholding the preliminary injunction issued 
by the Maryland federal judge, reviewed 
those tweets, as well as other statements 
made both during the election campaign 
and once he entered office, finding that the 
travel ban was very discriminatory in ap-
plication, based on religion and, thus, the 
plaintiffs in that case 
had proven that there 
was irreparable harm 
that would be caused 
by allowing the EOs 
to be enforced.

The Fourth Cir-
cuit seemed to be 
particularly offended 
by some of the ar-
guments of the gov-
ernment attorneys 
and refused to adopt 
them. “The govern-
ment has repeatedly 
asked this court to 
ignore evidence, cir-
cumscribe our own 
review, and blindly defer to executive ac-
tion, all in the name of the Constitution’s 
separation of powers. We decline to do 
so, not only because it is the particular 
province of the judicial branch to say what 

the law is, but also because we would do 
a disservice to our constitutional structure 
were we to let its mere invocation silence 
the call for meaningful judicial review. The 
deference we give the coordinate branch-
es is surely powerful, but even it must yield 
in certain circumstances, lest we abdicate 

our own duties to 
uphold the Consti-
tution” (emphasis 
added). 

On June 12th, 
2017, the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Ap-
peals decided the 
Washington State 
case involving the 
preliminary injunc-
tion order of the US 
District Court in that 
state. Their decision 
also upheld the pre-
liminary injunction 
against the Execu-
tive Orders.

The federal government appealed the 
decisions of both courts to the US Supreme 
Court, which issued a partial stay of the 
preliminary injunction in the Government’s 
favor until the case can be heard in the fall 
of 2017. The stay of the preliminary injunc-
tions applied only to those persons “who 
lack any bona fide relationship with a per-
son or entity in the US.” What this means 
is that if a person is granted a visa or ref-
ugee status outside of the US and they do 
not have a relative living in the US or have 
a “relationship” with an “entity in the US,” 
they can be denied entry for a limited pe-
riod of time. However, if there is a family 
relationship or the person is someone who 
has a student visa to resume studies at a 
college or university (or is in a situation 
where they enter the US to teach or speak 
at an event that has occurred in the past 
and they have no visa violations from prior 
visits), then the preliminary injunction re-
mains in place and those persons are to be 
admitted into the US.

The federal government attempted to 
claim that the phrase “familial relationship” 
did not include persons outside of the nu-
clear family, i.e., grandparents, cousins, 
nieces and nephews, grandchildren, but 
that claim was struck down by the Ninth 
Circuit.

We now must wait for the fall to find 
out whether the preliminary injunctions will 
continue to remain in force and permit peo-
ple with ties to the US to enter or whether 
the current White House will be permitted 
to enforce a ban on travel based on reli-
gion. Stay tuned, my friends! t
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William Wordsworth said that the 
best part of a good man’s life is 
“his little nameless unrememberd 
acts of kindness and of love.”  In 
this spirit, many of us work to fill 
each page of our life’s story with 
small deeds of compassion and 
helpfulness. One such deed we 
might not have considered is planning our 
final farewell. 

Anyone who has arranged the funeral of 
someone who has died knows what a chal-
lenge it can be. A funeral is the one event 
where the guest of honor has no say in what 
it should look like, where it should take place, 
or who should have a role to play – unless he 
or she plans ahead. Providing even a brief 

outline of your wishes is an enormous act 
of kindness to the people you leave behind. 
And this is one aspect of estate planning that 
doesn’t require a lawyer. 

There are documents a lawyer should 
draft. These include a Will, Durable Power of 
Attorney, and Advance Medical Directive. But 
a statement of your funeral and burial prefer-
ences is one you can prepare on your own. 
Kept with your other important papers, these 
final instructions will ensure that your sendoff 
reflects your preferences and beliefs. 

Gone are the days when a funeral was 
almost always in a house of worship and the 
burial was invariably at a cemetery. In an 
increasingly secular society, many funerals 
and memorial services no longer include a 
religious component. And as cremation has 

become more popular, the person’s remains 
can be disposed of in any number of mean-
ingful ways.

What should your funeral look like? The 
decisions to be made are many and include 
what funeral home to use, what kind of ser-
vice you want, and whether you prefer a tra-
ditional burial or cremation. 

The service could include your favor-
ite readings – whether sacred or secular 
– hymns, songs, or other music, and the 
names of loves ones who should play a part 
in the service. If your remains are to be pres-
ent, the service is a funeral; if not, it’s a me-
morial service. Either way, you can name the 

people who are closest to 
you to act as actual or hon-
orary pallbearers. 

If your remains are to be 
cremated, what should be 
done with the ashes? Those 
who desire a permanent 
resting place can purchase a 
columbarium niche to house 

the urn. But scattering the ashes at a mean-
ingful location is another, less costly, option. 

Ashes can be scattered on the grounds 
of a private home that belongs to you or your 
next of kin, on the graves of beloved ances-
tors, or in a favorite body of water. Some 
cemeteries even have gardens specifically 
for scattering ashes. 

Ashes are not considered to be environ-
mentally harmful, but check to make sure 
that your plans for disposing of them are le-
gal. If the location is on land belonging to the 
government or a private party, you may need 
to get their written permission. 

Under the Clean Water Act, cremated 
remains must be scattered at least three 
nautical miles from land. The Maryland De-
partment of Natural Resources prohibits 
disposing of ashes in the Chesapeake Bay 
within seven miles of shore. For inland wa-
terways, you may need to obtain a permit 
from a state agency. Biodegradable urns 
are available for burials at sea; otherwise, 
the urn must be emptied into the water and 
disposed of separately (or saved as a keep-
sake). 

Whatever your wishes, get them down 
on paper, sign and date the document, and 
keep it with your important papers. As much 
as any bequest, this simple act of kindness 
will be a gift to those you leave behind. t

lee carpenter is an associate attorney 
at the law firm of Semmes, Bowen & Sem-
mes and can be reached at (410) 576-4729 
or lcarpenter@semmes.com. learn more 
about lGBT estate planning at mdlgbtes-
tateplanning.com. This article is intended 
to provide general information about legal 
topics and should not be construed as legal 
advice.
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Making 
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“Do I really need to file for a Sec-
ond Parent Adoption?” Yes. Cou-
ples frequently contact me and 
ask whether it’s really necessary 
to file for the adoption, considering 
they’re married and their child was 
born during the marriage. The unfortunate 
answer is yes, it is necessary. 

Many couples believe that having both 
parents listed on a child’s birth certificate 
is sufficient. Since 2011, Maryland has 
permitted lesbian couples to place the bi-
ological and nonbiological parent on their 
child’s birth certificate. That would appear 
sufficient, but not for lesbian couples. A 
legitimate child in Maryland is defined as 
a child born or conceived during the mar-
riage. At first glance that sounds okay but 
there’s an exception. A child conceived 
by artificial insemination is legitimate with 
“the consent of her husband” and consent 
is presumed. In other words, heterosexual 
couples who utilize artificial insemination 
are legally recognized as parents but the 
same does not apply to 
lesbian couples.

Just this past June, 
in the case of Pavan 
v. Smith, the Supreme 
Court decided that 
same-sex couples 
could not be prohibit-
ed from both parents 
being placed on their 
child’s birth certificate 
in all states. The Court 
reasoned that Arkan-
sas’s prohibition ex-
cluded same-sex cou-
ples from the same 
“terms and conditions” granted 
to heterosexual couples via marriage. It’s 
possible that this argument may lend it-
self to changes in the law with regard to 
defining a legitimate child. It seems clear 
that the marital presumption of parentage 
should apply to any married couple under 
the same rational as Pavan. Unfortunately, 
it does not. Married lesbian couples who 
use artificial insemination do not enjoy the 
marital presumption provided to hetero-
sexual couples. 

Until the law changes, the only way 
to ensure you are legally recognized as 
a parent is to file a Second Parent Adop-
tion. A Second Parent Adoption is a legal 
proceeding where the nonbiological par-
ent petitions the court to become legally 
recognized as the child’s parent. Though 
the Second Parent Adoption sounds like 
an entirely different proceeding than a tra-

ditional adoption, it’s not. 
The nonbiological parent 
still requires the consent 
of the biological parent – 
yes, their spouse – and 
is required to produce a 
number of documents. The 

court then has a hearing on the matter to 
determine whether the adoption should be 
granted. If you’re using an unknown donor 
from a bank, for example, you likely won’t 

run into any issues. If, however, you are 
using a known donor then you may have to 
obtain the known donor’s consent for the 
adoption and a termination of their paren-
tal rights. 

Getting all your 
necessary documents 
together now will make 
the filing easier when 
your baby is born. 
Some of the documents 
you will need in order to 
file your Second Parent 
Adoption petition are: 
a) Certified copy of the 
birth certificate, b) cer-
tified copy of your mar-
riage license, c) proof 
of annual income, d) 
original consents to the 
adoption, e) copy of any 

agreement (for example, the donor agree-
ment), f) letter signed by a physician re-
garding your health, g) letter signed by a 
physician regarding your child’s health, h) 
any letters of support, i) photographs of 
you and your spouse with the child, and k) 
completed Adoption Form from the Depart-
ment of Health and Mental Hygiene. To be 
sure you never have to face the challenge 
of your parentage, you should take action 
as soon as your child is born. t

I’m Mom, Too

The Law
Atty. Valerie E. Anias

& You

“Many couples believe 
that having both 

parents listed on a 
child’s birth certificate 

is sufficient.”

Second 
Parent 
Adoption

“Ashes are not 
considered to be 
environmentally 

harmful, but check to 
make sure that your 

plans for disposing of 
them are legal.”
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The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”

410-225-3100 • ATM Available

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

2-in-1  RAIL &
Domestic Beer

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

2-in-1  RAIL &
Domestic Beer

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
with Karaoke

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
with Karaoke

yOur MOney

By WOODy DerriCks
When considering Social Security income, 
most people think it best to take the in-
come as soon as they are able. In most 
cases, this would be starting 
their income at age 62. While this 
strategy works for some, there 
are some other options to con-
sider.

You can begin receiving in-
dividual Social Security benefits 
anytime between ages 62 and 
70. Your benefit amount will dif-
fer, however, based on your 
full-retirement age. This is based 
on your year of birth and ranges from age 
66 for those born between 1948 and 1954 
to age 67 for those born in 1960 or later.

The maximum benefit depends on the 
age you retire. According to the Social Se-
curity Administration’s website (Ssa.gov), 
if you retire at full-retirement age in 2017, 
your maximum benefit would be $32,244 
per year. However, if you retire at age 62 
in 2017, your maximum benefit would be 
$25,836. If you retire at age 70 in 2017, 
your maximum benefit would be $42,456.

Taking social security income at 62: 
If you are eligible for Social Security retire-
ment benefits, you might be able to take 
income at the earliest age of 62. This will, 
however, permanently reduce the amount 
of income you could receive. Those who 
have family history of shorter life spans and 
those who need the money as soon as pos-
sible may want to elect this option.

starting your benefits early means any 
time between age 62 and your full-retire-
ment age. The early retirement reduction 
at age 62 ranges from 20% to 30% and 
is based on your birth year. For example, 
let’s say you were born in 1950, qualify for 
a monthly benefit of $1,000 at age 66 (your 
full-retirement age), and chose to begin re-
ceiving benefits at age 62. You would re-
ceive only $750, due to a 25% reduction.

Be careful. If you choose to work while 
receiving social security benefits before 
your normal retirement age, your benefits 
could be reduced $1 for every $2 you earn 
over the annual limit ($16,920 in 2017). In 

the year you reach full-retirement age, the 
benefit is reduced $1 for every $3 you earn 
over a higher limit ($44,880 in 2017). How-
ever, after you reach full-retirement age, the 

benefits will continue in full regard-
less of how much income you earn. 
Those Social Security income bene-
fits, however, may be taxable to you 
based on your total level of income.

Waiting to normal retirement 
age or later: Depending on your 
birth year, your normal retirement 
age will likely be between 66 and 67. 
The longer you wait, the greater the 
increase you will see in your Social 

Security income. Someone born in 1943 or 
later will see his/her benefit increased by 
8% for each full year benefits are delayed 
after reaching full-retirement age. That in-
crease will continue until you reach age 70. 

For those who have family history of 
longer life spans and those who are more 
financially sound, waiting to your normal re-
tirement age or until age 70 may make the 
most sense.

Marriage: For those contemplating 
marriage, you should know that there are 
a few benefits available within social se-
curity for married couples. First, a spouse 
may receive up to 50% of the Social Secu-
rity income of his/her spouse. That works 
great when there is a five-year age differ-
ence between spouses as one can elect to 
receive the spousal benefit at age 62 and 
upon reaching full-retirement age switch to 
their own full benefit. You are, however, lim-
ited to taking the higher of your own benefit 
or your spousal benefit. 

Second, there is a survivorship ben-
efit that pays a portion of the deceased 
spouse’s benefit to the survivor for the bal-
ance is his/her life. The survivor normally 
needs to be age 62 or older to begin receiv-
ing the survivorship benefit. Third, social 
security may provide a spousal benefit in 
the event of a divorce. 

For more information on Social Secu-
rity benefits, visit Socialsecurity.gov/plan-
ners. t

This column offered for information, not 
meant as specific advice. As a registered 
investment advisor, Partnership Wealth 
management is committed to providing our 
clients with financial planning and wealth 
management services to help them work 
towards their financial goals. We have 
a long history of working with the lGBT 
community. We offer are financial planning 
and estate planning strategies for gay and 
lesbian couples. contact them at Partner-
shipwm.com. 

Social Security Income

Why 
early 

birds get 
smaller 
worms

“Starting your benefits 
early means any time 
between age 62 and 
your full-retirement 

age.” 
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RE/MAX First Choice
1201 Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21221
peter.klebenow@gmail.com
bpw.remax@gmail.com 
410-391-6900 (Office)Bennett Weiss

443-983-9854 
Peter Klebenow 
410-963-4926

Bennett Weiss
443-983-9854 

Peter Klebenow 
410-963-4926

Let Our Real Estate 
Family Be 

Your Guide!

Get direct access to MLS 
Listings, GPS locations, & 

open houses on any tablets 
or smart phone.  Text 

CCRE2GO to 87778, or visit 
http://87778.mobi/CCRE2GO

Simplify your home search
with my FREE mobile app!

Baltimore/Inner Harbor Office
100 International Dr.  •  410-779-200 (o)

www.charmcityrealestate.com
410-467-8950 (direct)

Join the Weichert
Realtors-Urban
Lifestyles Team
and become part

of the family. 
Check out our
career night.

Call us for further 
information 

410-752-1050

Have a Career,
Not a Job!

Have a Listing?

Our Real Estate Section  
Is the Right Place!

Call or Email us for great deals
Taylor@BaltimoreOutloud.com

410.802.1310

Real estate
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Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems

Ready for the 2017 Tax Season?
We Can Help You. CALL US TODAY!
Ready for the 2017 Tax Season?

We Can Help You. CALL US TODAY!
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the way it is become 
multigenerational. But 
part of it is I always 
smile when I see/hear 
the words “star wars” 
because when my 
son was young and 
loved all things Star 
Wars, he would say 
“star whores” instead 
of “star wars” and 
“lez-beings” instead 
of “laser beams.” It 

was quite amusing to see Star Wars laser 
beams things at Target and hear him raise 
his voice in sheer delight, “Look, Mommy! 
Star Whores Lez-beings!”

What is the accomplishment that 
has made you the proudest not involv-
ing leather? 

Outside of leather my greatest accom-
plishment was changing my stars when I 
took my first steps with my titanium ankle. 
I had a bone disease and I lived on and off 
in a wheelchair for 14 years. I had many 
surgeries and had given up hope. I had an 
opportunity to have my ankle replaced. As 
I recovered, a great fear set in that it would 
not work, and that I would not be able to 
walk. Terrified, I took my first step … and 

with dissociative iden-
tity disorder. She loves 
her family fiercely and 
will champion her part-
ner, J, and children as 
often as possible. 

alex ‘Bear’ Con-
ley: Where did you 
grow up? 

kristine raye: On 
a horse ranch in Mon-
tana, then moved over-
night to Hillside, New Jer-
sey, in eighth grade.

Who is your favorite heroine?  
My hero is my ma. She is my ex’s moth-

er but she was my mom, and took care of 
me throughout my college years, my mar-
ital years, and after. Her love, unwavering 
support, and acceptance of me has been 
my rock. She had a bad stroke and lives 
in a nursing home now. She is bed-ridden 
and she doesn’t always remember people, 
but she always remembers me.

Coffee or tea? 
Coffee for the most part, but I do like 

southern sweet tea a lot
Star Wars or Star Trek or neither? 
Star Wars. I love the storylines and 

When I was first getting to know Kristine 
Raye, a New Jersey resident, I found 
out her platform running for Mid-Atlantic 
Leather Woman was for people to love 
themselves. I thought that was so damn 
cool for a title platform as it’s so simple yet 
so deep. I also knew she stood for bisexual 
visibility. That’s not at an easy road to tra-
verse with so many biases in leather and 
greater society about bisexual folks, but I 
never saw her back down or falter from this 
message. She was one of the people who 
helped found one of the first Team Friendly 
chapters. She speaks openly about men-
tal health, including her experiences living 

LeaTHer

Mondays
Mid-Atlantic

Alex ‘Bear’ Conley

Meet Kristine 
Raye 

then the next step ... and here I am still 
walking.

What is your favorite kind of boots? 
Boots are a hard thing for me to wear 

because of my titanium ankle, and I covet 
many pairs but have very few that I can 
wear. My Harley boots with a corseted back 
and zip-up sides that my beloved soulshine 
Bootblack Ed got me for my birthday a few 
years ago are my heart boots.

What would you like to accomplish 
in the next five years? 

I want to get my masters in public 
heath, make effective strides in my advo-
cacy-work goals,, obtain my art-of-erotic-
dancing instructor certification, have my 
allergies under control so I can do a ten-
day hike on the Appalachian trail, have a 
plan for my next titanium ankle in place, 
and be on the edge of moving to the West 
Coast.

What is a pet peeve that you have 
that you wish you didn’t have? 

It sounds silly, but crumbs in the bed. 
I can be obsessively Princess in the Pea-
like when there is even one crumb under 
me. It can way distract me and make me 
stop everything … even sex. t

kristine 
raye
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Night include the Leath-
er Archives and Museum, 
Philly AIDS Thrift, and By the 
Grace of George. 

The first annual Interna-
tional Mr. Leather Bear Con-
test will be held at the Balti-
more Eagle over the weekend 
of October 6th to 8th. After the 
meet and greet on Friday eve-
ning the contest is scheduled for 
3 pm to 5 pm on Saturday, Oc-
tober 7th at the bar followed by 
cocktails and dinner from 7 pm 
to 9 pm. Tickets for the contest 
are $20 and the dinner is $60 with 
cash bar or $80 with open bar. 

It is hard to think about Christ-
mas during the heat of a Baltimore 
summer, but the ShipMates Club is 
already working on Daddy Christ-
mas 2017 scheduled for Saturday, 
December 2nd at Baltimore’s Grand 
Central. The ShipMates will kick off 

their annual event, which this year 
benefits the Baltimore Transgender 
Alliance, with a bar night at Grand 
Central on Saturday, October 21st 
starting at 9 pm. 

I always write about getting away 
to the beach in the fall. I was in Re-
hoboth Beach in July and it was hot 
and humid. Unfortunately while in Re-
hoboth I also noticed a big flashing 
sign on the Double L Bar that read: 
“Closed.” Guess I will not be going 
to the Mr. Double L Leather Contest 
in September. There’s another great 
leather contest at the beach. On the 
weekend of October 20th to 22th at 
the Empress Hotel in Asbury Park, 
New Jersey, you can have a great 
time at the Mr. and Ms. New Jersey 
Leather Contest. The weekend also 
includes a leather vendor mart, uni-
form / gear party, a Sunday brunch, 
and much more. Plus it won’t be hot 
and humid at the beach in October. 
Details about New Jersey Leather 
Weekend can be found at Leathern-
jonline.com. 

Okay, so now with my second col-
umn of coming leather events for our 
area in the next few months you are 
all up to date … at least until I hear 
about another thing. t

m i e r 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
event on Master / slave relation-
ships, the Master / slave Conference, will 
be held at the Radisson Hotel Baltimore 
Inner Harbor (101 West Fayette Street). 
Started in 2004, this year’s conference 
theme is “Our Chosen Family” and includes 
a big schedule of events that includes ev-
erything from a karaoke night, a fetish mar-
ketplace, workshops, roundtable discus-
sions, an exhibit from the Carter-Johnson 
Leather Library, and the Northeast Master 
/ slave Contest. A full schedule can be 
found at Masterslaveconference.org. The 
last weekend of September will be the per-
fect time to be in Philadelphia. Mid-Atlantic 
Uniform League (MAUL), the only uniform 
club on the East Coast, will be hosting their 
tenth anniversary at the DoubleTree Phil-
adelphia Center City. They will be kicking 
things off on Friday, September 29th at the 
Bike Stop. On Saturday, September 30th a 
tenth anniversary luncheon will be held at 
Moriarty’s Pub and a Sunday brunch will 
be held at Knock. For details and reserva-
tions look for MAUL on Facebook. 

Also in Philadelphia on Saturday, Sep-
tember 30th is the ninth annual Philadel-
phia Leather Pride Night fundraiser from 5 
pm to 11:30 pm at Voyeur Nightclub. This 
popular event starts at 5 pm with a conver-
sation with Sir Guy DeBrownsville followed 
by a cocktail hour and cigar social at 6 pm. 
The main event kicks off at 7 pm with a 
show and live auction with Jim and Arne 
Grandell-Bennett as your emcees and the 
“million-dollar auctioneer” herself Jo Ar-
none working the live auction. This year’s 
charities for Philadelphia Leather Pride 

A few weeks ago I told you about some 
of the leather events that are coming up 
in the next few months in our area. Since 
then I’ve heard about even more events 
that you’ll want to add to your schedule. 
So here’s another list of coming events. 

I was disappointed in 2015 when I re-
ceived word that the DC boys of Leather 
club was going inactive. Founded in 1999, 
I had the pleasure of attending their very 
first anniversary dinner at a private resi-
dence, as well as a great event one Fourth 
of July weekend at the historic Morri-
son-Clark Inn in Washington. I am happy 
to report that the club is back up and run-
ning and on Friday, August 4th from 9 pm 

to 2 am will be hosting their second bar 
night since coming back to life at the DC 
Eagle, their home bar. It’s wonderful news 
that the first leather boys club in the nation 
is back. Check them out on Facebook. 

On Saturday, August 5th Maryland’s 
first leather club, the ShipMates, will be 
taking over the club bar at the DC Eagle 
starting at 9 pm. It should be another fun 
night of leather brotherhood. 

On Saturday, August 12th starting at 9 
pm at the Baltimore Eagle the official send-
off party will be held for our Atlantic States 
Leather titleholders. You can wish Atlantic 
States LeatherSIR 2017 Tom Matt, Atlan-
tic States Leatherboy 2017 Trell Walters, 
and Atlantic States Leather Community 
Bootblack boy john Urso well as they 
prepare to travel to Dallas over the La-
bor Day weekend and represent the 
Mid-Atlantic and Northeast regions at 
the International LeatherSIR / boy and 
Community Bootblack Contest. Friday, 
August 18th brings the first “rubber night” 
at the Baltimore Eagle as the Mid-Atlantic 
Rubber Collective and COMMAND, MC, 
present “Bounce” from 9 pm to 2 am. 

In Baltimore over the Labor Day week-
end (August 31st to September 4th) the pre-

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

LeaTHer

And
Another Thing

A meaningful
exchange

 Enjoy the comforts of home in
The Rowan Branch Lounge

A space to have a conversation; NO loud music.

Join us on Friday Night for OUR Guest Bartenders Contest to 
raise money for Chase Brexton’s Gender Joy Program

DON’T DRIVE,  BE SAFE:  take UBER
First drink free with UBER Receipt 

Cocktails for 
the Casual
Sophisticate

New Space
Same Location

New Space
Same Location

Cocktails for 
the Casual
Sophisticate
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993 227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St

410-539-4850

Karaoke Sunday
9 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
Karaoke Sunday
9 p.m. to 12 a.m. 

Meet the Newest 
Bartender Jason
Meet the Newest 
Bartender Jason

WEDNESDAYS 
Trivia Night with

Quigley Down Under

WEDNESDAYS 
Trivia Night with

Quigley Down Under

THURSDAYS
Drag Night with 
Sapphire Bleu 
and Friends

THURSDAYS
Drag Night with 
Sapphire Bleu 
and Friends

8 p.m. -10 p.m.
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING

FINANCIAL

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND
Club 1722 

1722 North Charles Street  
410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns 
608 W. Lexington St.  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery 
203-207 W Read St.  •   410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 N. Charles Street 

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com
The Gallery 

1735 Maryland Ave.   •   410-539-6965
Grand Central 

1001-1003 N. Charles St. 
410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s  
870 Park Ave  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s 
6037 Belair Rd  •   410-599-1952
Station North Arts Cafe Gallery 

1816 North Charles Street 
410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley 
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree 
1633 S. Charles Street 

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club 

21614 National Pike  •   Boonsboro, MD  21713 
301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions  

706 N 3rd St  •   Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
(717)232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704  
704 N 3rd St  •   Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

(717)234-4228
The Brownstone Lounge 

412 Forester Street  •   Harrisburg, PA 17102 
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon  

35 Baltimore Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE  
302-227-6515   •   bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot  
247 Rehoboth Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971  

302-226-1139
 Rigby’s Bar & Grill 

404 Rehoboth Avenue.  Rehoboth Beach, DE  
302-227-6080   •   rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill 
52 Baltimore Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971  

302-227-0948   •   iguanagrill.com

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

Contact Mary at 
410-802-1310
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