
into the street, 
e f f e c t i v e l y 
shutting down 

the busiest part of town during rush hour. They 
marched first to the police department, and 
then on to City Hall at 100 Holliday Street.

A crowd gathered on the balcony of City 
Hall where speakers displayed a sign saying, 
“We are all Trayvon Martin: Say no to racism. 
Justice now.” People called out for the mayor to 
come out and speak, but that did not happen. 
She did, however make a statement to the Bal-
timore Sun saying, “This is the worst nightmare 
for the mother of an African-American male. 
And I’m sure that many of them have this level 
of fear on a daily basis, every time their child 
goes out. Sometimes that fear can be tucked 
away, but when someone gets killed with a bot-
tle of tea and a bag of Skittles on them, it brings 
those fears up to the surface.”

The outrage over the handling by Florida 
authorities over the handling of the Trayvon 
Martin killing has fueled a national conversa-
tion about the racial disparities that still exist 
in our country. 

On March 23, NOW president Terry O’Neill 
released a statement saying that the organiza-
tion is, “appalled by how poorly this case has 

OUT Secret NOM 
Documents Show 

Underbelly of Anti-
Gay Movement

From HRC and staff reports
Washington – The Human Rights 
Campaign exclusively obtained cop-
ies of the National Organization for 
Marriage’s confidential strategy doc-
uments yesterday. As part of a con-
tinuing investigation by the state of 
Maine, this court-ordered disclosure 
shows NOM fighting a losing battle 
with strategy and tactics that are ra-
cially and ethnically divisive, filled 
with false political calculations, and 
out of touch with the majority of fair-
minded Americans. Based on an ini-
tial complaint filed by Fred Karger of 
Californians Against Hate, the Maine 
Ethics Commission launched a for-
mal investigation into NOM’s fund-
raising tactics in late 2009.

“With the veil lifted, Americans ev-
erywhere can now see the ugly politics 
that the National Organization for Mar-
riage traffics in every day. While loving 
gay and lesbian couples seek to make 
lifelong commitments, NOM plays ra-
cial politics, tries to hide donors and 
makes up lies about people of faith.  
The contrast could not be any stark-
er,” said HRC president Joe Solmo-
nese.  “The reason that Americans are 
steadily moving in the direction of mar-
riage equality is because they identify 
with the loving and committed couples 
who want to enter into the institution, 
not NOM’s underhanded tactics of lies 
and manipulation.”

The key themes that emerge 
from the documents are:

Racial politics – NOM’s admit-
ted key goal is to “drive a wedge be-
tween gays and blacks.”

NOM aims to manipulate Hispan-
ic communities by “making support 
for marriage a key badge of Latino 
identity” and “to make opposition to 
gay marriage an identity marker, a 
badge of youth rebellion to conform-
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—continued on page 2

the success of their efforts. “We never had 
a waiting list, never will,” she declared. 
AAB is a member of the Fair Pricing Co-

alition.
Dee acknowledged 

the work of many individ-
uals and companies over 
the course of its 25 year-
history. Most notable was 
the late Garey Lambert, 
whom she credited as 
the “visionary” for the 
creation of AAB. Lambert 
knew early on in the AIDS 
crisis that research was 
the answer. 

She also saluted Jef-
frey Grabelle, the office 
manager at AAB, whom 

—continued on page 3

Rally for Trayvon Martin

—continued on page 4

By Steve ChaRing
On March 25, over 200 supporters of AIDS 
Action Baltimore (AAB) attended the orga-
nization’s 25th anniversary gala at the Four 
Seasons Hotel near the harbor. The $100 
per plate event also served as an impor-
tant fundraiser as AAB faces a loss of Fed-
eral funding, which could lead to closing its 
doors.

AAB raises money to support its own 
patient services programs and to advocate 
for more efficient and more effective treat-
ment services and research programs for 
people with HIV as well as fair pricing for 
newly approved drugs and reasonable price 
increases for all HIV drugs.

The organization offers financial assis-
tance to many needy people with HIV/AIDS. 
It has provided this support to over 200 
people over the past year alone. During the 

course of the past 25 years, AAB has grant-
ed over $2.6 million in assistance to needy 
people with HIV/AIDS and their families for 
items such as 
rent, utilities and 
medical bills.

A major pri-
ority of the or-
ganization is 
advocating for 
fair drug pricing 
and access to 
treatment drugs. 
AAB founder 
and president, 
Lynda Dee, a 
Baltimore at-
torney who em-
ceed the cer-
emonies, touted 

By dana LaRoCCa 
On March 26, a thousand or more 
Baltimorean’s marched in support of 
justice for Trayvon Martin, in particular, 
and for an end to the racial stereotypes 
that debilitate justice, in general. The 
march began at the corner of Light 
and Pratt streets, but the energy was 
apparent prior to the march in the sur-
rounding streets. At Light and Balti-
more Streets a traffic cop was calling 
out cheerfully to pedestrians “put your 
hoodies up!” Children carried signs. An 
old man waved a bag of Skittles over 
his head, in tribute to Trayvon Mar-
tin who was gunned down in Florida 
over a month ago, his apparent crime, 
shopping while black, wearing a hood-
ie, and carrying Skittles and iced tea.

The crowd gathered at 5 p.m., lining 
up on both sides of Pratt Street. Shouts 
in unison of, “What do we want?” 
Were answered louder with, “Justice!” 
“When do we want it?” Was answered 
with, “Now!” Commuters rolling down 
Pratt Street honked in support, as did 
MTA busses. The crowd then marched 

AIDS Action Baltimore Celebrates 25th Anniversary

aidS action Baltimore founder and 
President Lynda Dee (c.) flanked by award 
presenter Dr. Anthony Fauci (l.) and award 
recipient dr. John Bartlett. photo: Steve Charing

photo: 
Clayton 
Conn



2 t  BaLtiMoRe oUtLoUd  APRIL 6, 2012  •  BaltimoReoutloud.Com

marriage advocates have focused relent-
lessly on harassing and intimidating local 
donors.”

Ignoring campaign finance rules – 
NOM brags that “one key advantage we 
now have is the capacity to protect the iden-
tity of our donors.”

• Worried about disclosure laws, NOM 
encourages donors to give to a slush fund 
for use around the country saying, “It is criti-
cal that we have a reserve fund to give to 
these efforts to ensure victory and protect 
donor identity.”

Small movement with a big voice – 
Recognizing that they are a fringe move-

ment, they brag 
about having 
wide media ex-
posure writing: 
“there is an op-
portunity for a 
small counter-
cultural commu-
nity to have a 
disproportionate 
cultural impact.”

it’s not just 
about marriage 
– NOM can no 
longer claim 
that they’re 
only focused 
on marriage.  
Their “Ameri-
can Principles 
Project” seeks 
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ist assimilation to the bad side of ‘Anglo’ 
culture.”

Facing a losing battle – They were 0 
for 3 in their 2010 priority: “Roll back gay 
marriage in New Hampshire, Iowa, and 
D.C.”  Marriage equality remains on the 
books in all three with the New Hampshire 
Republican legislature just last week reject-
ing a move to repeal their law.

huge coffers fund phony “research”  
–  NOM outlined a plan to spend $100,000 
on a “study of what schools are teaching in 
gay marriage/civil union regimes.”

• $150,000 is earmarked for videotap-
ing stories of those supposedly harmed by 
marriage equality called “The Face of the 
Victims” project.

• $60,000 in salary earmarked for an 
“outreach coordinator to identify children of 
gay parents willing to speak on camera.”

• $50,000 earmarked for “Expert Wit-
ness Project” that couldn’t cultivate a single 
credible witness to stand up in the Prop 8 
trial for example.

Painting themselves as victims – 
NOM pushes the false notion that Ameri-
cans are under attack: “Gay marriage is the 
tip of the spear, the weapon that will be and 
is being used to marginalize and repress 
Christianity and the Church.”

• Embracing marriage equality suppos-
edly “affects economic performance, ex-
pands the regulatory and taxing powers of 
government, and threatens the family busi-
nesses that generate economic growth and 
prosperity.”

• Despite every court to hear the issue 
finding no evidence of any harassment or 
intimidation, NOM continues to claim “gay 

SeCRet noM doCS ReveaL 
anti-gay MoveMent

– continued from front page The Baltimore County Council, the greater 
LGBT Community, PFLAG-Baltimore County 
and the Caroline Grace Foundation for brav-
ery and heroism honored Vicky Thoms, who 
attempted to stop the attack on Chrissy Lee 
Polis, a trans-woman, in a Rosedale McDon-
ald’s last year. The attack was caught on 
video and had gone viral. 

The presentation by Baltimore County 
Councilman Tom Quirk took place during 
the March 27 monthly meeting of PFLAG-
Baltimore County. Quirk attended the 
meeting to also discuss the process that 
passed the “Act Concerning Human Rela-
tions,” that became known as “The Trans-
gender Bill” but it also included protections 
based on sexual orientation. 

Councilman Quirk stated how Bill 3-12 
had been ten times harder to work through 
the legislative process during his short two 
years on the council. The bill passed along 
a party line vote of 5-2 on February 21. 
His presentation included key points in the 

process of the bill’s ups and downs. 
Quirk was credited for leading the effort 

on the council in ensuring passage of the 
bill. LGBT people are protected in Baltimore 
County in the areas of employment, education, 

housing, finance and public accommodations.
There was brief mention of a referendum 

attempt by the bill’s opponents with no predic-
tion of any particular outcome. t

Vicky Thoms Honored at PFLAG Meeting

to “Expose Obama as a social radical” by 
“develop[ing] side issues” like “pornogra-
phy” and veering off into issues around the 
Guantanamo Prison and opposing adminis-
tration appointments. As part of their “cul-
tural strategies” they suggest “raising the 
negatives on homosexuality.”

Their state affiliate in Rhode Island 
“hopes to introduce divorce reform legis-
lation in an effort to strengthen Rhode Is-
land’s marriage and families.”

Taking their movement internation-
ally – “The movement for gay marriage is 
global.  The counterrevolution protecting 
marriage needs to have a similar interna-
tional reach.”

The original documents are available 
at: http://www.hrc.org/blog/entry/breaking-
previously-confidential-documents-shed-
light-on-nom-strategy.

“It’s deplorable that the National Or-
ganization for Marriage is using race to 
pit Marylanders against each other. This 
is wrong. People can and will debate the 
merits of marriage equality, which I think 
is all about fairness and stronger families, 
but trying to divide Marylanders based on 
race is a tactic that only hurts all Maryland-
ers.  Regardless of where you are on this 
issue, there is no room for racial exploita-
tion. The people of Maryland should not be 
used,” said Elbridge James, chair of the 
Maryland NAACP Political Action Commit-
tee and longtime civil rights advocate, who 
issued this statement through Marylanders 
for Marriage Equality. t

Vicky Thoms (c.) receiving resolution from 
Baltimore County Councilman Tom Quirk
photo: Mark Patro
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RaLLy foR 
tRayvon MaRtin

– continued from front page 
partment, to conduct a complete and fair in-
vestigation of an incident that bears all the 
hallmarks of a hate crime.

That same day the National Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force also urged for a com-
plete investigation and full justice for the 
Martin family. In advocating not just for LGBT 
rights but for racial and economic justice as 
well, the Task Force has lobbied for the pas-
sage of the End Racial Profiling Act. That act 
seeks to end racial profiling by police and to 
ensure that persons are not stopped, investi-
gated, or arrested based on such profiling. t

been handled by local authorities in San-
ford.” She said that the authorities in Sanford 
need to fire the chief and arrest and pros-
ecute the shooter, and called for repeal of 
the controversial ‘Stand Your Ground Laws’ 
before another life is taken in the name of 
vigilantism. 

NOW’s National Combating Racism 
Committee in urging every law enforcement 
agency involved, including the Justice De-

photo: Clayton Conn
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she considers an invaluable friend and es-
sential in handling the administrative du-
ties of the organization.

In addition, Dee recognized the work 
and contributions of Pat Moran, the late 
Martin Delaney, the past and present board 
members, Carlton Smith, Chuck Bowers of 
the Hippo, Steve Ledlow of Grand Central, 
Ann Gordon, Moveable Feast, the gener-
ous sponsors such as Nordstom’s, all the 
volunteers, the table captains at this event 
and others who have contributed to the 
success of AAB. And, of course, Dee paid 
tribute to all those who have succumbed to 
the disease.

Another person in attendance then 
stood up and declared that Lynda Dee 
should be recognized for all her efforts. 
She then received a lengthy standing ova-
tion. 

Anthony S. Fauci, M.D., director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases was the special guest. He pre-

aidS aCtion BaLtiMoRe 
25th anniveRSaRy

– continued from front page 

By Steve ChaRing
A year ago, Scott Bowling was appointed 
as an interim member of the Anne Arundel 
County Ethics Commission. The appoint-
ment was mostly ceremonial as he was 
finishing out the term of a member who 
resigned.

On March 19, the 
Anne Arundel County 
Council voted 6-to-0 to 
re-appoint Bowling to 
serve a full four-year 
term. “In a County as 
conservative as Anne 
Arundel accompanied 
by all the turmoil that 
is going on with the 
County government 
these days an appoint-
ment to this Commis-
sion is particularly sig-
nificant,” Bowling, who 
is gay, told Baltimore 
outloud.

Councilman Chris 
Trumbauer, a Demo-

crat, nominated Bowling and was the only 
County Council Member to openly support 
the Civil Marriage Protection Act. He was 
present to celebrate with the LGBT Com-
munity as Governor O’Malley signed it into 

law.
In 2009, Scott 

Bowling ran unsuc-
cessfully as a Repub-
lican for Alderman 
in the third Ward in 
Annapolis. Bowling’s 
opponent, Democrat 
Classie Gillis Hoyle, 
circulated a flier just 
prior to the election 
that suggested that 
because Bowling 
was gay, he must 
also be a pedophile, 
and if elected, he 
would use his office 
to harm the people’s 
husbands and sons. 
Bowling lost by 130 
votes. t

Gay Man Wins Appointment to 
Anne Arundel Ethics Commission

Scott Bowling

sented a plaque to John G. Bartlett, M.D. 
who is an internationally renowned author-
ity on AIDS and other infectious diseases. 

Rev. Debra Hickman, president of 
STAR – Sisters Together and Reaching – 
a Christian-based non-profit dedicated to 
providing spiritual services and education 
on HIV prevention received a plaque from 
Heather Hauck, Director, Maryland Depart-
ment of Health and Mental Hygiene. 

Charlie Reid was presented a plaque 
from Lynda Dee for his community work. 
These “Super Hero” awards concluded the 
three-hour anniversary celebration.

“This is not about altruism, this is about 
my friends and my fear of losing them,” 
Dee told Baltimore outloud. “That’s ex-
actly why we all have done it; not just me. I 
couldn’t live without them, and they helped 
me through the years in so many ways. 
And that’s the least I can do for them.”

The event’s cost was underwritten by 
PNC Bank. Photos are inside this issue, 
and additional photos can be seen at bal-
timoreoutloud.com. For more information, 
visit Aidsactionbaltimore.org.  t

Changes in the way that CDC monies 
are dispersed may threaten HIV fund-
ing for AIDS Action Baltimore (AAB). 
Formerly the funds were dispersed 
through Maryland’s Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene. Now funds 
are dispersed through the Baltimore 
City Health Department, as the CDC 
has decided to fund cities hard hit by 
HIV infection. 

President of AAB, Lynda Dee, says 
that while that may sound good, “the 
Baltimore City Health Department is 
inexperienced at competing for fund-
ing, establishing programs and very 
bad at accountability.” She says that 
the Baltimore city health department 
is consistently late at paying HIV ser-
vice providers with Ryan White funds. 
Ryan White funds are provided under 
the Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS 
Resources Emergency (CARE) Act, 
which was established in 1990 as the 
United States largest federally funded 
program for people living with HIV/
AIDS. Dee says that the Baltimore City 
health department is almost one year 
late in paying AAB for their current pre-
vention program.

Dee says that another factor of 
concern is that CDC keeps changing 
its mind about the best way to prevent 
HIV transmission. First, they directed 

their efforts to behavioral interven-
tion; next they targeted people who 
were HIV positive. The emphasis now 
is on testing and treatment. When a 
person is tested positive then treated 
to reduce their viral load, it is a posi-
tive step toward prevention. However, 
prevention through behavioral inter-
vention starts at the first cause. AAB 
is one of the few organizations that 
works from that strategy, and among 
the transgender population, they are 
one of only two. WAR (Women Accept-
ing Responsibility) also works with the 
transgender population. Fortunately, 
that organization has some funding 
that comes directly from the CDC. 

Dee says that now it is, “test, test, 
test. I firmly believe in the test and 
treat concept, but like all things, many 
avenues have to be targeted if we are 
to prevent continual HIV transmission. 
This common sense concept seems to 
be lost on the CDC that has run from 
pillar to post with its prevention strat-
egy from day one.”

AAB’s prevention program fo-
cuses on testing referral and one to 
one community involvement with the 
MSMs (men having sex with men) 
and transgender people they ser-
vice. For more information about 
AAB visit Aidsactionbaltimore.org. t 

Funding Concerns at AIDS Action BaltimoreScott Bowling
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Lambda Legal and over 100 civil rights, 
faith and community organizations, includ-
ing the Leadership Conference on Civil 
and Human Rights and League of United 
Latin American Citizens, filed a friend-of-
the-court brief in Arizona v. United States, 
the State of Arizona’s appeal of a federal 
court decision enjoining key sections of 
SB1070. The brief argues that SB 1070 will 
lead to racial profiling, discrimination and 
anti-immigrant extremism.

“SB 1070, and the copycat laws it has 
spawned in other states, forces people into 
the shadows, and will exacerbate the fear and 
distrust that dissuade many LGBT immigrants 
and people of color from seeking protection 
from – or offering to assist – law-enforcement 
officials,” said Iván Espinoza-Madrigal, Lamb-
da Legal staff attorney. “LGBT immigrants 
and people of color are particularly vulnerable 
because SB 1070 criminalizes people based 
on their appearance. The LGBT community 
knows all too well how easily people who are 
perceived to ‘look different’ or ‘act different’ 
can be singled out for harassment and per-
secution. SB 1070 will also deter people from 
seeking medical care and lifesaving treat-
ment for HIV/AIDS.”

Arizona is seeking U.S. Supreme Court 
review of an injunction against key provi-
sions of SB 1070 granted by the U.S. Dis-

trict Court of Arizona and affirmed by the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
SB 1070 threatens members of the LGBT 
community, many of whom already experi-
ence, even at the hands of local officials, 
heightened hostility, harassment and vio-
lence based on appearance, mannerisms 
and other traits. For example, local au-
thorities could use the law to investigate 
the immigration status of and detain those 
who may have federal permission to re-
main in the United States but lack immi-
gration documentation, including some 
non-citizen members of bi-national same-
sex couples and asylum-seekers fleeing 
persecution on the basis of their sexual 
orientation, gender identity or HIV status. 
SB 1070 enables police to harass LGBT 
people and subject them to unwarranted 
detention. Such wrongful treatment often 
occurs at the hands of local officials who 
lack a basic understanding of either sexual 
orientation or gender identity.

Counsel of record for amici curiae 
is Nancy Morawetz, the director of New 
York University School of Law’s Immigrant 
Rights Clinic, a leading institution in both 
local and national struggles for immigrant 
rights. Iván Espinoza-Madrigal, staff at-
torney, is handling this matter for Lambda 
Legal. t

Lambda Urges High Court to Reject 
Arizona Anti-Immigrant Law

GLSEN-Baltimore will hold a Students of 
Color Organizing Conference that will take 
place from the evening of Friday, April 27 
through the early afternoon of Sunday April 
29 at the Sheraton Baltimore City Cen-
ter downtown. The goal is to help make 
schools in the local community safer for 
LGBT students of color and their allies. 
GLSEN is a national organization: Gay, 
Lesbian & Straight Education Network.

At the conference, the 
students of color will:

• Network with organiz-
ers from the region,

• Learn about the safe 
schools climate in their re-
gion and in the nation,

• Look at the work 
through an anti-oppression 
lens (i.e. power/privilege/oppression/anti-
racism) and explore the intersections of 
their identities,

• Further develop organizing toolkit
The weekend will also provide an op-

portunity for students and adult allies from 

GLSEN Chapters to network with one an-
other, and develop a project to improve 
school climate for LGBT youth in our com-
munities in the year following the event.

GLSEN will cover travel, accommoda-
tion and meals. 

Students will be selected based on 
their community involvement, safe schools 
work, organizing background and their 
commitment to social change. 

“We expect it to be a very ex-
citing weekend with many LGBT 
and ally youth from a number of 
other cities participating,” said 
Michael Franklin of GLSEN. 
“You’ll learn more about power, 
privilege and oppression, develop 
your organizing skills, explore the 
intersections of your identities, 

and work with other student leaders to help 
build safe schools in Baltimore and around 
the country!” t

For more information, visit glsen.org/
page/s/soco-2012-summit or email soco@
glsen.org.

Students of Color Organizing 
Conference Announced
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By Steve ChaRing
Last month a new gay men’s discussion 
and social group has been launched in Bal-
timore. Based on the success of a similar 
group – the Gay District in 
Washington, D.C. – Charm 
City Gay Social was formed 
and currently meets every 
Friday from 8:30 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m. at the First Unit-
ed Church – United Church 
of Christ, 1728 Eastern Av-
enue in the Fells Point area. 
A move to the Mount Ver-
non neighborhood may take 
place eventually. 

The group which was 
founded by David Sugar and 
Ian Damm Luhr, is aimed at 
gay men 18 and over. They 
hold weekly discussions on a variety of 
subjects. Such topics have included “What 
Kind of Gay Are You: New Gay Stereo-
types” and “How Have John Waters Movies 

Help Shape Gay Culture in Baltimore.” The 
organizers are seeking discussion facilita-
tors for future meetings.

There may be a game 
night added to the mix or 
other fun activities to be 
determined. Following the 
discussion participants go 
out for dinner in the area or 
head to the clubs. 

“Charm City Gay Social 
is a community based social 
and discussion group with 
the focus on building an un-
derstanding of gay culture 
and personal identity, and 
awareness of community 
events and civil rights for gay, 
bi, trans, queer, questioning, 

and inter-sexed men,” says Sugar. t
to join the group visit Charm City Gay 

Social on Facebook or call 410-790-3592 
for information.

Gay Men’s Discussion Group Launched

david Sugar (l.) and ian 
damm Luhr photo: Steve Charing
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The issue came under a spotlight after 
Shane and Coty May were denied a fam-
ily membership at the natatorium. Coty was 
injured while serving in Iraq, and Shane is 
his primary caregiver. Coty uses the pool for 
physical therapy, and the family rate would 
save them nearly $270 a year over the $500 
per person individual memberships.

Board chair Tim Gorbach put forward the 
proposal, noting that it would lose the city 
$48,000 in dues, but that the money could be 
recouped. The board voted 3-2 against it. At 
the meeting, 18 members of Broadman Bap-
tist Church attended, including their pas-
tor, Chris McCombs, who advocated keep-
ing the existing policy. He cited the 2004 
state constitutional amendment barring the 
recognition of same-sex marriage. Howev-
er, despite being rejected by the board, the 
issue is not settled. The City Council presi-
dent pro tem Diana Colavecchio attended 
the meeting and told the board that the City 
Council could vote to rescind the board’s 
authority to set rates. Medina, Akron and 
Twinsburg have city-run health facilities 
that allow same-sex couples to get family 
rates. (Gay People’s Chronicle – anthony 
Glassman at Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

unique challenges they face due to per-
vasive bias, stereotypes and misunder-
standing.” To submit videos or learn more 
about the project, visit http://www.glaad.
org/transpeoplespeak. For more informa-
tion about MTPC, please visit www.masst-
pc.org. (Bay Windows – Sue o’Connell at 
Baywindows.com)

US Customs to 
recognize same-sex 
families 
Washington, d.C. – The U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection (CBP) published 
new rules on March 27 that will allow 
same-sex couples to reenter the U.S. in 
the same way as opposite-sex couples. 
CBP will be open to comments on the new 
rules until May 26, at which time they will 
be finalized. 

Under the new rules, same-sex cou-
ples living in a single household who travel 
together can make a single joint declara-
tion at the time they return home, and fill 
out a single set of forms, just like oppo-
site-sex couples do. Until now, same-sex 
couples have been forced to fill out two 
separate forms, even though the customs 
form states ‘only one written declaration 
per family is required.’ The definition of 
the term ‘members of a family residing in 
one household’ will now be expanded to 
include domestic relationships, including 
foster children, stepchildren, half-siblings, 
and legal wards – as well as same-sex 
couples. 

The CBP statement makes no explicit 
mention of married same-sex couples, al-
though they are eligible as well under the 
terms of the new rules if they live together 
in the same household and have shared 
financial assets. LGBT groups that had 
requested the change praised the Obama 
administration for starting the process to 
make it happen. Rachel Tiven, executive 
director of Immigration Equality, said her 
organization is “proud to see this change 
come to fruition.” (Seattle Gay News – 
mike andrew at Sgn.org)

GLAAD & trans 
group organize 
trans video project
Boston, Ma – The Gay & Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation (GLAAD) and the Mas-
sachusetts Transgender Political Coalition 
(MTPC) announced national launch of the 
video series “I Am: Trans People Speak.” 
The campaign aims to spotlight the stories 
of transgender Americans and their allies in 
an effort to educate the public about trans-
gender issues. GLAAD and MTPC are also 
urging members of the transgender com-
munity and their allies to create their own 
videos. A trailer video of Laverne Cox, ac-
tress, producer, writer: Isis King, actress, 
model, fashion designer; Noah Lewis, law-

yer and activist; and, Kit Yan, spoken word 
artist; as well as more information about 
the campaign is available here: http://www.
glaad.org/transpeoplespeak, http://com-
munity.transpeoplespeak.org/ 

 “The stories of transgender Americans 
remain relatively invisible in both national 
and LGBT media,” said GLAAD spokesper-
son Herndon Graddick. “These stories will 
not only empower members of the trans-
gender community who rarely see relat-
able stories, but also educate Americans 
everywhere about the fact that the com-
munity is a valuable part of the fabric of 
our culture. The campaign will also shine 
a light on the high level of discrimination 
that our transgender brothers and sisters 
continue to face in schools, the workplace 
and in their own neighborhoods.” 

 “By providing a place for transgender 
people, family members and our allies to 
share their stories, we hope to empower 
our community and the general public to 
advocate for transgender equality and 
move the culture towards acceptance of 
transgender youth and adults, said Gunner 
Scott, executive director of MTPC. “With 
GLAAD’s leadership on this project, we will 
be educating the public and be a resource 
to the mainstream media about the real-
ity of transgender peoples’ lives and the 

compiled by Jim Becker

Beyond the BeLtWay

Festival, hosted by the Cactus Cities Soft-
ball League. The 19th annual competition 
of men’s, women’s and mixed teams will 
be April 13 to 15 at sports complexes in 
Phoenix and Glendale. Competing in mul-
tiple divisions will be teams from the North 
American Gay Amateur Athletic Alliance 
(NAGAAA) affiliated open leagues and 
women’s teams from Amateur Sports Alli-
ance of North America (ASANA) affiliated 
leagues. The teams will compete in a dou-
ble-elimination tournament.

Roni Madrid, an assistant commis-
sioner of the league and former pitcher 
and coach of women’s team Toxic, said 
the tournament and league are meant to 
foster and promote sports competition in 
the LGBT community. Ed Schommer, a na-
tional representative for the Cactus Cities 
Softball League and coach of two teams, 
said that although the Saguaro Cup isn’t a 
part of the regular season, it helps to pre-
pare teams for the NAGAAA and ASANA 
World Series. “It gets you ready to play 
against other competitive teams across the 
country, and you see what other teams are 
out there,” Schommer said.

When it started in 1994, the Saguaro 
Cup featured 28 teams. Madrid said the 
2010 tournament had the greatest par-
ticipation with 101 teams competing. Top 
teams in each division will get glass, cac-
tus-shaped trophies. (echo magazine – 
laura latzko at echomag.com)

arizona State Sen. david Schapira

Arizona anti-
bullying bill fails 
but supporters to 
try again
tucson, aZ – Supporters of anti-bullying 
legislation say that they will fight for the 
measure again next year after the leader 
of an Arizona conservative group took 
steps to kill the bill by claiming that it was 
part of a gay agenda. Sen. David Schapira, 
sponsor of SB 1462, said that consider-

Ohio park denies 
gays and lesbians 
the couple rate
Cuyahoga falls, oh – Same-sex couples 
in this Akron suburb will not be able to avail 
themselves of the family rate at the city fit-
ness center unless city council intervenes. 
The Cuyahoga Falls Park and Recreation 
Board has voted against opening the spousal 
rate to couples in same-sex marriages and 
civil unions. Many other area jurisdictions do 
include gay and lesbian married couples in 
these rates, and fitness centers often have 
family rates that include same-sex partners. 

Phoenix to host 
LGBT softball 
tournament 
Phoenix, aZ – About 90 softball teams 
with 1,000 players from around the coun-
try will be part of the Saguaro Cup Sports 
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these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

Beyond the BeLtWay

ation of the bill was stymied by a series 
of behind-the-scenes steps taken by Cathi 
Herrod, president of the Center for Arizona 
Policy. Although the bill does not specify 
protections for LGBT students, Schapira 
said Herrod has a “wild conspiracy theory” 
about the bill’s supporters.

Schapira, a Democrat, said that a blog 
that Herrod posted about the bill showed 
that she opposed the legislation “purely 
because of her intolerance against gay 
kids.” “I would call her a legislative terror-
ist,” Schapira said during a press confer-
ence March 15 on the lawn of the state 
Capitol. “She is not working through the 
process.”

The bill was approved by the Sen-
ate Education Committee on Feb. 13, but 
then languished in the Senate Republican 
Caucus for more than three weeks, a tac-
tic that Schapira called “unprecedented.” 
Schapira claimed that Herrod went to the 
chairman of the Republican Caucus and 
asked that the bill be prevented from ad-
vancing. Schapria said Senate President 
Steve Pierce finally took action to have the 
bill considered by the full Senate, where it 
passed on March 8 on a 16-12 vote. But by 
the time the legislation was approved by 
the Senate, Schapira said it was 45 min-
utes too late to meet a deadline to get on 
the agenda of the House Education Com-
mittee, in part due to delaying tactics of 
the House Republican leadership. (echo 
magazine – Glenn Gullickson at echomag.
com)

Suicide prevention 
group responds to 
gay teen’s suicide
olympia, Wa – On January 29, 14-year-
old Rafael Morelos hanged himself after 
friends say he was subjected to bullying 
at Cashmere Middle School, where he had 
enrolled last fall. According to classmates, 
fellow students bullied Morelos because 
he was Gay. ‘He told me he got shoved 
and punched in the face in P.E. in the 
locker room at Cashmere,’ one friend said. 
Added another: ‘He was tired of people 
saying that his little brothers would follow 
in his footsteps and be Gay, too.’ Morelos’s 
mother said Rafael had never mentioned 
being bullied. His school said that they 
took appropriate action when he was bul-
lied earlier in the year, but did not say what 
action was taken.

Heather Carter, project manager for the 
Washington State Youth Suicide Preven-
tion Program’s LGBT arm – OUTLoud (no 

connection to Baltimore outloud) – told Se-
attle Gay News that tragedies like this one 
can be avoided if resources are provided 
– something that might be difficult in small 
towns such as Cashmere, Washington. 
‘We have seen some research show that 
suicide rates are higher in conservative 
areas for teens and that LGB youth experi-
ence a decreased rate for suicide in more 

s u p p o r t i v e 
e n v i r o n -
ments.... Edu-
cation is so 
i m p o r t a n t . . . 
‘We [out-
loud] can 
provide train-
ing to com-
munities to 
help prevent 
horrible trag-
edies like this 
from happen-

ing by teaching the warning signs and how 
to talk about suicide with a youth you’re 
concerned about.

Morelos’ friends say one bully created 
a fake Facebook page so that he or she 
could taunt him online. 

“Cyberbullying is a huge problem,” 
Kevin J. Roberts, author of Cyber Junkie: 
escape the Gaming and internet trap, 
told SGN. “Much of the verbal assaults in 
shoot-’em-up games, like Call of Duty and 
Gears of War, revolves around homosexu-
ality-oriented epithets. The underpinnings 
of this lie in the fact that those games are 
‘macho proving grounds,’ and for young 
males, homosexuality-oriented epithets 
represent an assault on one’s masculin-
ity or one’s masculine worthiness.” If you 
or someone you know needs someone to 
talk to, call 800-273-TALK or the LGBTQ-
specific 866-4-U-TREVOR (488-7386).  t 
(Seattle Gay News – Shaun Knittel at Sgn.
org)

Baltimore City Health Department
HIV Care Linkage Program 

Are you or someone you know in need
of HIV Primary Medical Care and

Case Management Services?
HIV is NOT a death sentence; care management can

prolong your life and improve your health. Take
charge of your life, get life saving treatments.

The Baltimore City Health Department, HIV Care Linkage 
Team can help

We offer
• Care Linkage services to quality medical care providers
• Same-day appointments
•  Referral & Transportation services to first & 2nd appointments
• Free gift for enrolling

Services offered to insured and uninsured clients
Care Linkage Team:

Kevin Coger: 410-948-2593
Orline Johnson: 410-627-5083
Rodrique Sumpter: 410-627-8374
Sheridan Johnson: 443-564-2007

STATISTICS
Roughly 7 million people 
become victims of identity 
theft every year. That 
equals 19,178 people 
per day, 799 per hours, 
and 13.3 per minute. The 
incidence of victimization 
soared 80% between 2002 
and 2003, according to a 
study by Harris Interactive. 
A survey by the Identity 
Theft Resource Center 
indicates that victims now 
spend an average of 600 
hours recovering from this 
crime, often over a period 
of years – up from 175 
hours three years ago.

WHEN:  Saturday, May 5th • 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
WHERE: Canton Safeway (near the smoke stack)

2610 Boston Street • Baltimore, MD
WHY: To combat identity theft and to help people in our community 

properly dispose of personal documents.
WHO: Anyone can bring boxes of documents for shredding by 

ProShred Security’s mobile shredding trucks.
COST:  FREE

SPONSORED BY:

&

• FIRST ANNuAl •

Paper ‘SHRED-A-THON’ Event
Mobile Shredding Trucks Will Destroy Confidential Documents

PARTNERSHIP WEAlTH MANAgEMENT
1819 Thames Street • Baltimore, MD 21231

Office: 410 732-2633
woody.derricks@lpl.com

PartnershipWM.com

CONTACT:
Woody Derricks, CFP®
Accredited Domestic

Partnership Advisor, CDFA
President

Securities offered through lPl Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.

Rafael Morelos
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“Come on people now, smile on your broth-
er, everybody get together and try to love 
one another right now,” are the lyrics to a 
tune popularized by The Youngbloods, but 
originally recorded by the Kingston trio. 
That’s what we will need to do if we intend 
to change the world; which is very much 
our intention. 

It isn’t a fantasy, the world will change 
as it has always changed by, “A small 
group of thoughtful people could change 
the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that 
ever has,” Margaret Mead once said, and 
I believe it. The publisher’s staff and con-
tributors of Baltimore outloud are indeed 
a small group of thoughtful people. So too 
are the activists and community leaders 
who help to create change on a daily ba-
sis. I think particularly of Owen Smith, a 
community activist who involves himself 
at every level of transgender injustice. He 
does not direct his efforts solely toward 
legislation, but works to end discrimination 
at all levels. I think also of Odette Ramos, 
having no skin in the 
game, she stepped 
forward and helped 
us work with the po-
lice department and 
the department of cor-
rections in ending dis-
criminatory practices 
against transgender 
people, mostly poor 
and African American. 

Owen said, in 
Equality Maryland’s 
commentary in this 
issue of Baltimore 
outloud, that the 
“Lack of resources 
and infighting stem-
ming from systemic 
oppression has si-
lenced many voices,” 
and that, “While we 
say there are plenty 
of seats at the table; 
sometimes those 
seats are difficult to 
access.” This is not 
just true of the LGBT 

community of but within our larger culture. 
We are obligated by a shared humanity to 
look beyond our differences, to give voices 
to those hitherto silenced, and to bring the 
least among us to the table where once 
they were not welcomed.

In discussing recent transgender leg-
islation, I brought up the issue of race, 
and how no transperson of color had testi-
fied at the hearings. The dear friend with 
whom I discussed this didn’t understand 
how it was a race issue. He asked me 
why I brought up race when the legisla-
tion wasn’t about race. In one sense, he 
was right. The seats at the table, as Owen 
Smith said, “are difficult to access,” people 
of color were not at that table. Their ab-
sence is what made it very much about 
race.

The recent tragedy of Trayvon Martin’s 
death and the unity with which the Balti-
more community and cities all over the 
country have stood behind justice for Tray-
von, suggest that there is hope for us after 
all. On April 2, Lambda Legal, HRC, and 
20 other LGBT rights groups issued a joint 
letter calling for justice in that case. 

“Trayvon’s killing is a wakeup call to 
the enduring cancer of racism and racial 
profiling. The pain his family continues 
to endure transcends communities and 
unites us all. Every person, regardless of 
race, religion, sexual orientation or gender 
identity, must be able to walk the streets 
without fear for their safety,” the letter said.

In a short month, it seems that our na-
tional orgs have learned that LGBT equal-
ity will not be achieved in a vacuum. We 
share with other minorities a common de-

sire that people 
should be treated 
with dignity and 
respect.

Is the front-
page story about 
Trayvon Martin 
an LGBT story?

Judging from 
the over 20j1 sig-
natories of the 
letter issued by 
Lambda Legal; it 
is. “In the time-
less words of Dr. 
Martin Luther 
King Jr., injus-
tice anywhere is 
a threat to jus-
tice everywhere.” 
Come on people 
now, stand by 
your brother. t

City desk is 
not an editorial, 
the opinions ex-
pressed here are 
wholly my own.

Come on 
People

photo: 
Clayton 
Conn
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Game 
Changer-
in-Chief
By STEvE ChARIng
A recent story in the Washington Blade 
suggests that President Barack Obama 
may be publicly proclaiming his support 
for same-sex marriage before the election. 
Citing an “informed source” who spoke to 
the Blade on the condition of anonymity, 
“active conversations” are taking place 
between the White House and the cam-
paign about whether Obama should com-
plete his evolution on 
marriage and that the 
chances of his making 
an announcement are 
about 50-50. 

The Administra-
tion, the source noted, 
would like to roll out 
another LGBT initiative before the No-
vember election, and support for marriage 
equality would certainly qualify. However, 
there are political concerns that need 
to be addressed, especially how such 
an announcement would be received in 
battleground states. “We’re talking about 
the Michigans, the Ohios, the Illinois of 
the world; the real battleground states in 
which voters are already conflicted and 
may factor this into their judgment,” the 
source said.

In what is shaping up to be a tight pres-
idential election, to say these calculations 
are significant would be a gross under-
statement. There are myriad factors that 
can affect the outcome of the election over 
the next seven months. The economy for 
sure will be front and center. Tied to that 
are rising gas prices and how the presi-
dent is viewed as a result. Then you have 
international economic concerns as well 
as geopolitical tensions that could alter 
the domestic political landscape. Thanks 
to the GOP candidates, social issues, par-
ticularly those that impact women’s rights, 
have found a renewed place in our politics. 

The president’s decision to express his 
support for marriage equality will depend 
on his standing in the race at the time as 

well as his considering the risks with blue-
collar Democrats and Independents in 
swing states against the rewards of mobi-
lizing a portion of his base. 

To be sure, Obama’s initiatives in sup-
port for LGBT rights have exceeded any 
other administration in history. The repeal 
of ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ and his opposi-
tion to defending DOMA in Federal court 
are landmarks of his first term. Nobody will 
be shocked – not even in the battleground 
states – that Obama takes a positive 
stance on marriage equality given his pro-
LGBT record. He would only be following a 
trend in the country that indicates increas-
ing acceptance of marriage for same-sex 
couples.

So, if the president makes that leap 
and announces his support for marriage 
equality, how will this revelation play out 
in Maryland?

An independent poll conducted by 
OpinionWorks of 601 registered Mary-
land voters from March 16-19 was telling. 
(Go to http://articles.centermaryland.org/
wp-content/uploads/2012/03/MD-Same-
Sex-Marr iage-OpinionWorks-Pol l -Re-

lease-3-28-12.pdf for 
complete results.) 

It shows a slight 
tilt towards opposition 
to marriage equality 
(3 percent) but within 
the margin of error. 
Therefore, it’s a dead 

heat statistically – split evenly among vot-
ers – although the intensity levels favor 
marriage equality opponents. For example, 
37 percent of those polled “strongly” want 
to repeal the Civil Marriage Protection Act 
that had been signed by Governor Martin 
O’Malley on March 1. On the other hand, 
31 percent “strongly” support the law. 

Beneath those results, there are num-
bers that cannot be ignored. In Baltimore 
City, the state’s most populous jurisdiction, 
voters oppose marriage equality 49 to 35 
percent. Among African-Americans state-
wide, those who oppose the law outweigh 
supporters by a margin of 48 to 29 percent.

To be sure, the polling data contain 
other breakouts, such as frequency of at-
tending worship services, jurisdiction, age, 
gender, and party affiliation. For instance, 
weekly churchgoers oppose the law by 
58 to 28 percent. Voters on the Eastern 
Shore are heavily against the law by 72 to 
14 percent. In addition, those over age 65 
oppose marriage equality by 54 to 32 per-
cent. Women favor the law over men by 
a solid 47-33 margin, and Democrats and 
Independents out-support Republicans 46 
to 26 percent.

With African-Americans comprising 
nearly 30 percent of Maryland’s popula-

tion, many believe that group should be 
the focus of a strategy to defeat the ref-
erendum. If a fair number of churchgoing 
African-Americans can be convinced to 
support the law, it could result in a victory 
for pro-marriage equality advocates.

Steve Raabe, president of Opinion-
Works, told me that because the polling 
data reveal a close 
contest, any major 
action to change 
the current dy-
namic could re-
sult in the defeat 
of the referendum 
effort. He said if 
President Obama 
were to publicly 
embrace marriage 
equality, it could 
influence those 
African-Americans who are “soft” on the 
issue.

“It is likely that people with the stron-
gest feelings on this issue have already 
declared themselves, so that the referen-
dum battle will be waged over the small 
number in the middle who may be coming 
out to vote in the presidential race, but for 
whom this issue is not do or die,” Raabe 

ThInKIng OUT LOUD

Steve Charing
Spoken

OUT

said in releasing the poll.
Raabe also suggested that if religious 

leaders of all races but particularly Afri-
can-Americans would overtly defend mar-
riage equality, it could convince enough 
voters. Governor O’Malley could also be 
beneficial if he vigorously campaigns for 
marriage equality as he did in the legis-

lature, and if some 
“mainstream indi-
viduals with broad 
appeal and stature” 
would publicly de-
clare their support it 
could help swing the 
vote favorably.

The real game 
changer could be 
President Obama. 
His re-election at-
tempt will drive a 

large number of African-Americans to the 
polls. For those who aren’t motivated by 
deep-seated religious convictions, his 
“evolution” having been complete could 
convince those uncertain voters in suffi-
cient numbers to allow marriage equality 
to stand in the Free State. t

Steve charing’s outspoken blog is at 
Stevecharing.blogspot.com.
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As I watch the rallies for Trayvon Martin, I 
marvel at how the youth of this nation are 
stepping up. As many of us lament how 
apathetic young folks can be, I witness 
countless young people take the reins of 
activism and march forward demanding 
justice. As a mentor and teacher, I am truly 
proud. Young men and women of every 
color, creed and orientation are sounding 
the call to equality and justice. Their en-
ergy is the momentum of the movement.

LGBT youth are in the forefront of this 
evolving struggle. In the recent past, we 
witnessed a number of gay youth com-
mit suicide. We witnessed gay youth be-
ing murdered by bashers and numbers 
of youth made homeless by homophobic 
parents. However, there are scores of 
young people who are resisting the tides 
of marginalization and hate. Young queers 
are leading the charge against bullying in 
schools and communities. As a volunteer 
with the Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education 
Network (GLSEN), I meet young people 
conducting workshops to create affirm-
ing environments in school. Their peers 
are responding in surprisingly positive 
ways. In a recent anti bullying workshop, 
a number of middle school students ad-
mitted they had gay and lesbian relatives 
and friends, and guess what folks: it didn’t 
faze the kids one bit! The students didn’t 
bat an eye when one young woman talked 
about her lesbian moms. There were even 
a number of out students in the class...the 
tide is turning.

Even the success of the youth collec-
tive, The DEN, is noteworthy. The group 
will launch a drop in center at the Gay and 
Lesbian Community Center of Baltimore 
(GLCCB) in upcoming weeks. The DEN 
wants to create an affirming and welcom-
ing space for LGBT youth. With adult allies, 
the young people leading this effort are 
trailblazing a path of courage and compas-
sion. They are providing a model that the 
entire LGBT community needs to follow. 
Young people are leading the battle 
against HIV. There are young activists 
in the Baltimore City Health Department 
along with their comrades in the house and 
ball scene who are hosting health aware-

ness events. One ball, organized late last 
year by HIV youth advocate Keith Holt, 
drew nearly 300 young people. The ball 
featured HIV testing, safer sex information 
and HIV resource and advocacy agencies. 
This event, coupled with the launch of the 
“Testing Makes Us Stronger” campaign, il-
lustrates that young LGBT people are ac-
tive and aware. The “Testing Makes Us 
Stronger” campaign features young Black 
gay and bisexual men advocating HIV 
testing. The ads are strong and powerful, 
resonating with urban flavor of Baltimore. 
These billboards and bus stop ads can be 
seen from Charles Village to Greenmount 
Avenue and East 25th Street. Why? Be-
cause LGBT youth are everywhere and 
care about their lives. There is a burgeon-
ing awareness about living a safe and 
healthy life among the kids.

Folks, we are at a crossroads. The fight 
for justice and equality speeds on with 
young people taking the wheel. Whether 
we like it or not, young LGBT people are 
assuming leadership positions and provid-
ing new direction in our movement. I wel-
come the change. I welcome young men 
and women of good will and great cour-
age who are inspired to create a better 
nation. Truly, the civil rights movements 
of the 60s, the early gay rights movement 
and the women’s liberation struggles were 
led by young people filled with idealism 
and compassion. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. was not even 30 years old when the 
Montgomery community asked him to lead 
the now-famous Montgomery bus boycott. 
From a spiritual lens, Jesus was just 30 
years old when he began active ministry. 
Antiquity shows us that humanity’s destiny 
lies with the energy and wide-eyed hope 
of youth. Conscious, informed and brave 
young people are poised to create an 
American renaissance. These brave souls 
are creating a nation that can truly keep its 
promise.    They are determined that noth-
ing will stop them from creating a nation 
which lives up to its ideals. Upward and 
onward; gay-ly forward! t

Let’s hear it for 
LGBT Youth

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

In February, George Zimmerman – a male 
adult – murdered Trayvon Martin, a 17-year-
old child. Much has been written – rightly so 
– raising questions about race and racism in 
the murder itself and the subsequent lack of 
prosecution. A noteworthy piece by my friend 
Meredith Moise takes this analysis a step fur-
ther and challenges us to consider how our 
views of race and our internalized racism im-
pact how GLBT people prioritize issues in the 
GLBT community. Others have specifically 
examining the history of accepted, often state-
sanctioned race-based violence by whites 
against blacks. Trayvon’s murder has also 
spawned numerous confessionals by white 
people professing their racism and apologiz-
ing to black people. Anecdotally, most of the 
confessionals (which perhaps do nothing to 
fight structures that perpetuate racism) ap-
pear to be from white females. It should go 
without saying that racism is a cancer that we 
all must work to eradicate – but I will say this 
again. Racism has no place in a democratic 
society. Moreover, all white people – includ-
ing me – have internalized racist views and 
should confront and challenge those views, 
early, often, and repeatedly.

These conversations are important. Re-
markably absent from the conversation about 
Trayvon, however, is a discussion of male 
violence. George Zimmerman – an adult 
male – murdered Trayvon Martin. Why is this 
significant?

Statistics bear out that males commit 
most violent crimes, with males committing 
87% of all homicides. Males are almost 4 
times more likely than females to be murder 
victims. Significantly, males commit 91.3% of 
all homicides involving a gun, suggesting that 
lethality increases because of the weapons 
males choose. New data from the National 
Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey 
suggests that detailed the extent and effects 
of male violence against females. That sur-
vey demonstrated that across all types of vio-
lence, males commit most crimes most often. 

Legislation promoted by male-dominated 
organizations further buttresses the ability 
of males to commit violent acts and escape 
punishment. To avoid prosecution for Trayvon 
Martin’s murder, George Zimmerman relies 
on the “Stand Your Ground” law promoted by 
the American Legislative Exchange Council  
(with an overwhelmingly male board of direc-

tors) that ensures that prosecutions in cases 
where the perpetrator asserts self-defense 
will decrease. It appears to date that Zimmer-
man may escape prosecution for his actions, 
in large part due to this law. 

Given these grim statistics, why have we 
as a society failed to address the problem of 
male violence? When a lesbian points out 
these statistics, she is usually greeted with 
accusations of “man hater.” When a female 
points out these statistics, she is sometimes 
greeted with accusations of “lesbian.” If statis-
tics bear out that males are more violent as a 
class and more lethal as a class of perpetra-
tors (and they do), why isn’t this the subject of 
substantial inquiry?

We are averse to acknowledging male 
violence because we do not want to make the 
males in our lives uncomfortable. In addition, 
just as it is uncomfortable for males to ac-
knowledge that they benefit from sexism and 
male privilege, it is equally uncomfortable for 
males to take responsibility for the dispropor-
tionate violence they commit. Try having this 
conversation with the significant males and 
Nigels in your lives and see what happens. 
Try pointing this out to male (or “formerly” 
male) GLBT community members and watch 
the defensiveness fly!

Of course, it doesn’t help the conversa-
tion around violence that males are viewed as 
the default human. This phenomenon makes 
“violence” a human problem rather than a 
male problem, thus placing the burden on 
males and females equally to address such 
violence.

So what do females do? We shoulder the 
blame. We accept individual responsibility for 
violence that we don’t commit and haven’t 
committed. We participate in the obfuscation 
of male violence. We fail to confront what is 
so glaringly obvious that it has become in-
visible – males as a class are violent. Your 
dad, brother or boyfriend may not be violent, 
but males as a class are more violent than 
females.

Humans – males and females – need to 
stop debating whether males are more violent. 
Males are by far the principal perpetrators of 
murder (and let’s not get started on rape, war, 
torture, incest, sexual abuse, and genocide). 
So what is it about males and “masculinity” 
that leads males as a class to such violent be-
havior? Is this something males learn? What 
can we do as a society to help males unlearn 
these “masculine” lessons? Or is male vio-
lence innate? What if certain “behaviors” (i.e., 
violence) that we understand as “masculine” 
can be  biologically traced to neurological 
structures? How do we solve that problem?

Whether male violence is due to mascu-
line gender socialization or male biology, we 
cannot answer these questions if we continue 
to avoid this discussion. We cannot fix a prob-
lem that we refuse to name. Name it. Say it 
with me: male violence. t

Cathy Brennan

Ladybug’s
Political

Smackdown

Name the Problem

Rev. Mother Meredith 
Moise, ordained Old 

Catholic priest, specializing 
in weddings, baptisms, 

funerals, home blessings, 
spiritual direction. For more 

information, 
410-900-2021 or 

africanlotus@aol.com
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By oWen SMith
For far too long the LGBT rights move-
ment has not adequately represented all 
parts of the community.  Lack of resources 
and infighting stemming from systemic op-
pression has silenced many voices. The 
priorities of the LGBT movement often are 
framed by those few people who have the 
power and voices, which further silences 
more voices in a vicious cycle. 
While we say there are plenty 
of seats at the table; some-
times those seats are difficult 
to access. 

Equality Maryland is 
launching a new initiative that 
will help transgender people 
access and occupy more seats 
at the table. In the coming months, with 
the help of the National Gay and Les-
bian Task Force, we will begin an online 
academy that seeks to instill the skills and 
knowledge needed to become more ef-
fective voices and leaders in our commu-
nity. This academy is built around different 
modules such as conducting one on one 
conversations; improving advocacy skills 
and building volunteer teams. After the on-

line academy is completed, we will begin 
an intensive Leadership Academy that will 
last four to six months. This academy will 
be in person and will refine and strengthen 
the skills acquired during the online acad-
emy.  This academy will ensure there are 
transgender people co-leading the charge 
for equality with the rest of our bi lesbian 

and gay siblings. We will show 
our opposition we stand untied 
against their hate by not hiding 
or unintentionally silencing any 
member of our community.

Many of the participants in 
the online academy are mem-
bers of Gender Empowerment 
Maryland (GEM) that serves as 

an advisory committee to Equality Mary-
land for our transgender work. This is 
another way you can become involved in 
working for transgender equality and em-
powerment. If you are interested in getting 
more involved with these initiatives, send 
me an email. t

Owen Smith is the field organizer for 
Gender equality issues at equality maryland. 
Contact him at owen@equalitymaryland.org.

Seats at the Table

SPRING INTO FITNESS

Join now for just  
$60 a month for a  
full-use membership*

*Offer expires May 31, 2012.   
Certain restrictions apply.

Meet adoptable 
animals from MAS Rescue 

the first Tuesday of every month  

Beer, wine, compimentary 

JO
IN

 U
S FOR YAPPY HOUR!

A Reconciling Congregation with open hearts, open minds, and open doors.
Being a lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered person is a gift from God!

Please Join Us for Our 
Observance of Lent & Easter.

Good Friday, April 6,
12 noon worship.

Easter Sunday, April 8,
8:30 & 10 a.m. service of Resurrection.

You and your friends and family  
are invited to join us. 

Grace United Methodist chUrch
5407 N. Charles St. at Northern Parkway
Baltimore, MD 21210 • 410-433-6650

www.GraceUnitedMethodist.orG

eqUaLity MaRyLand

Maundy Thursday
April 5th

Taize Communion Service at 6pm

Easter Sunday
April 8th

9:15 Children and Family Service
10:00 - Easter Egg Hunt

11:00 - Traditional Service

5828 York Road • 410-435-9188
www.govanspres.org
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KARAOKE
8pm-2am

Friday & Saturday 

KARAOKE
8pm-2am

Friday & Saturday 

SpEciAl
16 oz MGD’s

$3.75

SpEciAl
16 oz MGD’s

$3.75

205 W. Read St. - corner of Read St. & park Ave.    410.255.3100    package Goods 11am-2am    ATM Available205 W. Read St. - corner of Read St. & park Ave.    410.255.3100    package Goods 11am-2am    ATM Available

The little corner Bar With The Great Big HeartThe little corner Bar With The Great Big Heart

HAppY HOUR
4pm-9pm EverydayHAppY HOUR
4pm-9pm Everyday

Special 16 oz. MGDS, YuenGlinGS, Miller liteSSpecial 16 oz. MGDS, YuenGlinGS, Miller liteS

risking the complications of surgery. The most 
common complications of gastric bypass sur-
gery are chronic diarrhea and malabsorption. 
Malabsorption means inability to absorb es-
sential vitamins and minerals, especially cal-
cium, iron, and vitamin B12. The lack of these 
minerals and vitamins leads to other com-
plications, including anemia, kidney stones, 
osteoporosis, and abnormal nerve function. 
Even when there is no malabsorption, after 
bypass surgery many people feel tired, achy, 
and cold much of the time. Many also experi-
ence dry skin, hair loss, and mood changes.

There are also medical risks associated 
with any major surgery, and the risks are 
higher for seriously overweight people. These 
risks include death during or after surgery, 
heart attacks, and blood clots in the legs and 
lungs.

Weight loss surgery is not magic. The sur-
gery causes weight loss by greatly decreas-
ing the size of the stomach so a person feels 
full after eating a small amount of food. If the 
person tries to eat more, they will vomit. Af-
ter gastric bypass surgery or gastric banding, 
a person can eat only a very small quantity 
of food. Many healthy foods that are more 
bulky, like raw fruits and vegetables, cannot 
be eaten at all or can be eaten only in very 
small amounts. 

Weight reduction surgery works by forc-

Dear Dr. Eva,
In your column about weight loss, you 

didn’t discuss surgery. I can tell you from ex-
perience that there are some of us for whom 
no diet works and surgery is the only an-
swer. I lost 120 lbs after my gastric bypass 
and while there are some limitations from the 
surgery, it has been well worth it to me. My 
diabetes, which had gotten to the point I was 
on the verge of needing insulin, is now under 
control with no medicine. Please give some 
space to this important option.

Slim

Dear Slim,
I’m glad the surgery worked for you and 

that you don’t mind the limitations result-
ing from it. However, most people can lose 
weight without having surgery and without 

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

heaLth & WeLLneSS 

Weight Surgery?

ing behavior changes – forcing a person to 
limit their food intake. If that person can make 
the same behavior changes without having 
surgery, they can achieve equal, and equally 
lasting, weight loss without the financial cost 
and medical risks of surgery. 

Weight loss surgery is most appropriate 
in cases like yours, when a person has major 
medical problems such as diabetes that are 
directly linked to weight, and has been unable 
to lose weight after working with a dietician. 
If there are no serious weight-related medi-
cal problems, I encourage people to work on 
changing eating habits as a simpler, safer, 
cheaper and healthier way to lose weight.

Dear Dr. Eva,
You recommended diet sodas in your re-

cent weight loss column. I have heard many 
bad things about diet sodas, including that 
they increase cravings for sweets and even 
that they can cause strokes. How can you 
recommend them?

AD

Dear AD, 
It’s a question of choosing the lesser evil. 

I would not recommend diet soda to a person 
who did not already drink soda on a regular ba-
sis. However, for a person who is overweight, a 
change from sugared to no-calorie soda will de-

crease calorie intake, which is key to their health.
Water is the certainly the healthiest 

and least expensive drink. Tap water is fine 
– there is no health reason to drink bottled 
water. Teas and infusions are generally fine 
as well. Fruit juice has a surprising amount 
of calories. There are more health benefits in 
eating the whole fruit rather than drinking the 
juice. There are also far fewer calories – re-
member that it takes a least three oranges to 
make a cup of juice. 

Eating or drinking very sweet food or 
drink does seem to trigger cravings for more 
sweets. This is equally true for diet and non-
diet sodas. As far as strokes, there has been 
a single study that showed an association be-
tween drinking at least one diet soda a day 
and an increased risk of stroke. However, the 
study did not control for many other possible 
explanations of the increased stroke risk in 
the diet soda drinkers, such as weight, smok-
ing, and health care. The study did not show 
that diet soda caused strokes it has received 
a lot of criticism from public health special-
ists. At this time, nutritionists and doctors who 
study nutrition are not recommending that 
people change their habits based on this one 
study. t

eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physician. 
Send your comments and questions to her by 
email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.com.
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The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome bmorethical.org
THE BALTIMORE

ETHICAL SOCIETY
SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M. — FREE & OPEN TO ALL

APRIL 8

“Growing Up Humanist:
Framework for a Better Society”

APRIL 15

“Justice: Why So Elusive, So Often?”

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

Come Celebrate with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 

Our Services are held at: Locust Park Neighborhood Center 
8995 Lambskin Lane, Columbia, MD 21045 

Rev. Dorothy Harris, Founding Pastor 
Contact us to Join our mailing list: thecolumbiaproject09@gmail.com 

www.ufccolumbia.org

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

St. Michael The Archangel Catholic Church
3701 4th St., Brooklyn, MD 21225 • 443-869-5548
Sunday Mass 9:30 a.m. and 12:00 Noon
A Parish of the New Catholic Church of North America

Good Friday:  April 6, Stations of the Cross 3 p.m. 
Passion of the Lord, Veneration and 
Communion Service 7:30 p.m.

Holy Saturday: April 7, Easter Vigil 7:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday: April 8, Mass 9:30 a.m. & 12 Noon

First & St. Stephen’s 
United Church of Christ

We are an “Open & Affi rming” Congregation.
Holy  W e e k  S c H e du l e

Good Friday - april 6
6:30 p.m. Service of Worship

eaSter Sunday - april 8
10:30 a.m. Service of Worship

6915 York Rd. • Baltimore, Maryland 21212 • 410-377-5224 • www.first-ststephens.org
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that I think 22 years of listening to and being inspired by that 
music, we have a great understanding of and passion for it. 
I think that’s what we bring to it.

gS: I’m glad that you mentioned “doing the moves,” be-
cause I have to ask you if there are specific challenges to 
dancing in tuxedos? 

ta: [Laughs] Yes! It’s probably not the ideal thing to 
wear. When we’re wearing the tuxedos at the start of the 
show, were also wearing ruffled shirts, so there’s like an ex-
tra layer there as well. It gets pretty hot. But that was part of 
the appeal of Motown, as well. They took such pride in their 
presentation and how they presented their music. It wasn’t 
just throw it out there without any regard for style. Obviously 
they were also trying to appeal to a part of the community 
that they had to impress. One of their biggest aims was to 
perform for the Queen. I remember seeing a documentary 
that talked about how for the time that they were that for the 
time they were living in, that was such an aspiration, to get to 
that level of society, and they did. I think it was through doing 
the moves and at the same time doing it in a very stylish, 
well-manicured approach. We wanted to maintain that part 
of the magic of that era and have an essence of it. Not copy 
it, but have at least a nod to it what they were doing.

gS: You mentioned television and Human Nature has 
become quite popular with the American PBS – public televi-
sion – audiences in America. Why do you think that is?

ta: It’s because we went after it [laughs]. We arrived 
in Vegas as complete unknowns. Very few people knew us 
in America. We were trying to think of ways to get to the 
American public. We’re sort of doing it in reverse, because 
normally as a recording artist you would make a record, 
released singles and build an awareness with the public 
and then get on TV. We’ve landed ourselves in Vegas to 
get our show up and running and somebody suggested to 
us that we seriously consider getting onto PBS. We knew 
they were very supportive of the arts and supportive of new 
talent. We spent a while formulating how we were going to 
approach it and we ended up funding the majority of the 

production for filming 
our show for the TV 
special. The people 
from PBS came and 
saw our show and 
loved what we were 
doing. The music is 
such a great match 
for them and their 
audience, as well, 
because they have 
such a broad audi-
ence and Motown 
has such broad ap-
peal. It’s a perfect 

match. They’re very supportive of us and the people watch-
ing, the people that love Motown, as well. It’s a great com-
bination. We hope to do more with them in the future.

gS: What would you say are the pros and cons of be-
ing the gay member in a group such as this?

ta: I don’t think of it in those terms [laughs]. I cer-
tainly don’t think there are cons. Maybe the biggest con 
is that there’s a bit during our show where I get a woman 
to touch my ruffled shirt. So maybe I’m being the biggest 
con [laughs] at that point in the show. When I’m on stage, 

LiveLy aRtS // PERSONALITIES

By gRegg ShaPiRo
Sometimes it seems like you can’t turn on your local PBS 
station without seeing Australian vocal group Human Nature 
performing their faithful and respectful renditions of songs 
from the Motown songbook. The quartet’s latest release, 
“The Motown Record” (Ume) finds the dudes from down un-
der teaming up with Smokey Robinson 
on “Get Ready,” singing a cappella on 
“Ooo Baby Baby” and “Just My Imagina-
tion (Running Away With Me)” and ap-
plying their natural brand of humanity 
on classics such as “Stop! In the Name 
of Love,” “Dancing In The Street” and, 
of course, “Reach Out I’ll Be There,” 
among others. I spoke with Toby Allen, 
the out gay member of Human Nature, 
about the group in early 2012.

gregg Shapiro: Toby, I’d like to be-
gin by asking you about the name of the 
group, Human Nature. How did it come 
to be and were you involved in the band-
naming process?

Toby Allen: Yeah, absolutely. We 
were actually a vocal group singing to-
gether for a number of years before we 
changed our name. We were called The 
Four Trax, which was actually a nod to 
a lot of the Motown the groups, such as 
The Four Tops and all of that because 
that was the music that we listened to. 
But when we were starting our recording 
career, we started thinking that people were really going to 
get into a group called The Four Trax in this day and age. 
So we felt we had to change our name. We brainstormed 
and we had pages and pages of names. I think there was 
Human-something and Something-nature. We were trying all 
sorts of different combinations. It might’ve been Mike, I think, 
who suggested putting the two together. At first we thought 
it was probably a bit obvious, because it’s such a well-used 
term, but then the more we lived with that we realize that it 
felt that it suited us. We were singing a cappella at the time 
and it represented what we were about; singing was our hu-
man nature. We felt it was a really great name for us.

gS: Prior to recording your latest album of Motown hits, 
had you and your band mates been to Detroit, the Motor 
City?

ta: We didn’t before the first album. We’ve actually re-
corded three Motown records in Australia. There were so 
many songs to choose from. We did the first one and it ended 
up being the highest selling album of that year in Australia. 
There were so many songs that we weren’t able to fit on that 
first record that we did a second, and it was also very suc-
cessful. So we decided to try and approach a third. But we 
were thinking how can we possibly do this in a different way, 
to excite people again about us doing Motown? We thought, 
Let’s try doing duets with some of the original (Motown) art-
ists. The people we asked all said yes. Smokey Robinson, 
The Temptations, Martha Reeves, and Mary Wilson from the 
Supremes. In doing that we took a trip over to the states, and 
went to Detroit. Martha Reeves was our tour guide through 

The ‘Human’ Condition
Hitsville, which was very cool [laughs]. She told us amazing 
stories about doing backing vocals for Marvin Gaye, singing 
into the same mic as him. We got to go into the studio and 
have a bit of a sing, which was very cool. And on that same 
trip we came to Vegas and met Mary Wilson and then went 
to LA and met The Temptations and Smokey while they were 

all recording for the album. It was 
the perfect way to approach doing 
that third record. And it also gave 
us an introduction to Smokey who 
has now become a real mentor of 
ours and loves what we’re doing.

gS: An honorary member as 
well?

ta: [Laughs] When you say it 
that way, it sounds fantastic.

gS: Being from Australia, why 
do you think the music of Motown 
endures where you’re from?

ta: That’s actually quite in-
teresting because when a lot of 
Motown songs were first released 
back in the ‘60s, they weren’t 
necessarily straightaway with the 
original artists. A lot of Australian 
artists actually covered Motown 
songs and had hits with them be-
fore the original artists were known 
for them. The music was global. It 
was a huge hit all around the world. 
Australia certainly came to know 

Motown for its original artists. The music’s intention was to 
be for everybody. That’s what Smokey said to us about when 
he and Berry Gordy originally started Motown. They didn’t 
want to make black music. They want-
ed to make music for everybody. To 
think that that music spread all around 
the world and 30 years later this vocal 
group from Australia was inspired by 
that music is a testament to how great 
and timeless the music is. It’s written 
with such integrity and quality that it’s 
bound to endure.

gS: What do you think Human Na-
ture brings to song such as these that 
others haven’t?

ta: I think because we grew up lis-
tening to this music and being inspired 
by it. Growing up in Australia we weren’t 
living in a culture of vocal groups necessarily, because it was 
such an American thing. Your tradition of vocal groups is so 
strong, in schools and colleges. In Australia it’s very differ-
ent. We grew up in a very rock band era; INXS, Midnight Oil, 
AC/DC. Australia was more renowned for its rock. When we 
were singing together, we had to look further afield for our 
inspiration. I think just by virtue that 22 years ago we started 
listening to that music and really were inspired by the harmo-
nies of Motown; regardless of whether it was a group or not. 
Most Motown songs have fantastic harmonies, even if it was 
a solo singer. There was so much there for us to draw from 

Toby Allen

AN INTERVIEW WITH TOBY ALLEN OF ‘HUMAN NATURE’

—continued on page 16
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Cockpit in Court Summer Theatre is Proud to 
Announce Our 40th Anniversary Season!

IndIvIdual tIckets go on sale May 2012  
Call the Box Office at 443-840-ARTS (2787)  

or e-mail cockpitincourt@ccbcmd.edu.  
Box offIce Hours: tue-frI 9 a.M. - 3 p.M.

June 15tH 
and runnIng 

weekends 
tHrougH  
July 1st

July 27tH 
and runnIng 

weekends 
tHrougH 

august 5tH

June 22nd 
and runnIng 

weekends 
tHrougH  
July 1st

July 20tH 
and runnIng 

weekends 
tHrougH 

august 5tH

July 13tH 
and runnIng 

tHrougH  
July 22nd
IncludIng 
3 weekday 
MatInees

LiveLy aRtS // OUT ON STAGE

By Steve ChaRing
The audience at the 15th annual celebration of the Arts gala 
at Howard Community College selected two stars in the tal-
ented galaxy to become this year’s winners of the Rising 
Star competition. Samantha McEwen finished first in the 
balloting and came away with a $5,000 prize. 
Luke Grooms was a second place winner and 
received $2,000. 

Established in 2003, the event, which was 
also a fundraiser for the 31-year-old Howard 
County Arts Council, took place at the Peter and 
Elizabeth Horowitz Visual and Performing Arts 
Center, Howard Community College in Colum-
bia, Maryland, on March 24. The contestants 
either had to be residents of Howard County or 
had to have performed there.

Ms. McEwen dazzled the audience with her 
rendition of “Your Daddy’s Son” from the musi-
cal Ragtime – a show she will be performing in 
May at the Laurel Hill Playhouse.

Opera-trained at the University of the Arts in 
Philadelphia and later studied at the Ward Act-
ing Studio in New York; McEwen has performed 
in numerous operas, plays and musicals throughout the 
country. She was also the 2011 nominee for the Broadway 
World Baltimore Awards.

“Winning has been overwhelming for me,” McEwen told 
Baltimore outloud. “There 
was a time when I was too 
shy to really sing in front of 
people and standing on that 
stage with that star, in front of 
my friends, family, and sup-
porters, really showed me 
how far I’ve come.”

For his part Luke Grooms, 
who was profiled in Baltimore 
outloud in December 2010, 
offered a powerful, stunning 
performance of “Si, Ritrovarla 
Io Giuro” from La Cenerentola 
(Cinderella) by Rossini. The 
tenor has sung at the Met, 
the New York City Opera, the 
Baltimore Opera Company 
as well as other venues play-
ing over 30 roles. He has also 
established himself in musi-
cal theatre including singing 
in the New York premiere of 
Jerry Springer: The Opera. 
In addition, he appeared in 
Phantom of the Opera at the 
Hippodrome two years ago.

“It is so great to be rec-
ognized in this competition 
because it is the audience 
that votes and chooses who 
receives the prizes,” Grooms 
said. “It is great to know that 
what we do as artists is ap-

preciated and loved.”
There were nine finalists in the competition who per-

formed a variety of musical genres including vocal perfor-
mances, Irish dance, bassoon, percussion, and violin. One of 
the competitors, Mark Allen, who beautifully sang “Lost in the 

Wilderness” from Children 
of Eden, was featured in the 
February 24 issue of Balti-
more outloud. 

In addition to the com-
petition, other awards were 
handed out to several indi-
viduals who have worked 
hard to advance the arts in 
Howard County. 

As the votes were being 
tabulated, a large singing 
ensemble called the Young 
Columbians offered a med-
ley of pop chart-toppers. 
Toby Orenstein, the owner 
of Toby’s dinner theaters, 
formed the group, consist-

ing of local students from grade school to high school, in 
1975. She continues to direct the current Young Columbians 
today, who received a standing ovation following their per-
formance. t

Stars on the Rise in Howard

By Steve ChaRing 
It’s always a roll of the dice when you bring children under 
age ten to the theater. You never know if the action on the 
stage will keep them interested or will they be fidgety. A dan-
dy little production of Red Riding Hood: a New Fable, being 
served up by Olney Theatre Center Institute, the education 
division of the Olney Theatre Center, kept those kids well 
entertained. 

In bringing children’s programming back to the Olney 
campus, Education Associate Michael E. Kelly wrote a neat 
one-hour adaptation of the popular Grimm Brothers tale that 
featured versatile performances by three young actors. The 
intern class of Olney Theatre Center produced the entire 
show, which is geared to children from ages three and up, 
and it appears these up-and-comers have a bright future in 
theatre. 

Frequent interaction with the audience kept the children 
focused on the story that centered on a bookish six-year-old 
named Millie. Even before her first day in the first grade, Mil-
lie had read more books than 
most adults had. This unique 
interest for such a young per-
son made it harder for her to fit 
in with her peers and for mak-
ing new friends. She resorts to 
reading books as an escape.

As a school assignment, 
Millie must write a presentation on the fairy tale little Red 
Riding Hood, and through imagination, she becomes a part 
of the story. She ventures from her familiar terrain of nonfic-
tion to a world of fantasy. “Millie/Red weaves in and out of 
fantasy and reality, linked by the pages of the stories we 
grew up with,” says Casting Associate Ashleigh Millett, who 
directed the show.

The cast came from a pool of local talent. Baltimore na-
tive and Messiah College graduate, Dorea Schmidt, plays 
Millie, while recent University of Maryland graduate Chelsie 
Lloyd of Laurel plays Millie’s friend Amy, Millie’s Mother, and 
Red’s Grandmother. Virginia Tech graduate Jared Mason 
Murray of Fairfax, Virginia, plays Millie’s friend Dewey, Mil-
lie’s teacher Mr. Randolph, and the Wolf. 

The actors showcased their developing talents by dem-
onstrating their versatility. All were very effective in their 
roles and they, as well as the production staff, used this op-
portunity to progress in the development of their craft.

The Olney Theatre Center should be commended for 
presenting a fun production such as Red Riding Hood for 
children, which should keep them interested in theatre. It 
bodes well for the future of this genre and the arts in general 
if kids can enjoy their experiences watching actors perform 
on stage as well as appreciating the technical enhance-
ments of lighting, music, sound effects and costuming. They 
will learn to value the work of directors as they become more 
experienced members of the audience. t

red riding Hood: a new FaBle runs through april 7. Next 
up at olney is The 39 Steps, a farce on the Hitchcock movie 
that will run april 18 – may 20. For information, visit olney-
theatre.org or call 301-924-3400. 

New Take on ‘Little 
Red Riding Hood’

Winners Samantha McEwen and Luke 
grooms photo: Steve Charing
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By dana LaRoCCa
Andrew Ladd, a Pisces, just turned 22, and he already 
sports six tattoos. Baltimore outloud met with Andrew 
and his husband R.J. at Read Street Tattoo, just a few 
doors down from Leon’s. By the end of our conversa-
tion, he will have had his seventh tattoo.

While the artist prepared his arm, and with the sound 
of the tattoo machine in the background, Andrew told us 
about the meaning of his body art, an art that he sees 
as common in the LGBT community as a form of com-
munication. It is an art that can tell a lot about oneself 
without ever having to open one’s mouth. “Exactly you 
just look at the artwork,” he says. “Usually you see like 
two sleeves that match, I’m being different 

LiveLy aRtS // ART

the way my tattoos are set up. You don’t see people with 
one city sleeve, one country sleeve, you see two sleeves 
that match.” Written down his left forearm, the arm that 
is receiving the new tattoo, are the words “Country Boy.” 
The other arm, in similar style, is emblazoned, “City Boy.”

No, Andrew is not a walking contradiction. The two 

sleeves represent his roots. “I’m doing sleeves, I’m go-
ing to do a whole city sleeve and a whole country sleeve, 
and that’s where the new tattoo is going on the country 

side, because it repre-
sents the south,” Andrew 
said that he chose the 
fleur de lis because of 
its association with Loui-
siana and the people he 
knows from there. 

On his right arm, the 
city side, he sports a 
Maryland flag. Asked if 
that creates any conflict 
when he returns to West 
Virginia to visit, he said, 
“I don’t know, when I 
actually had this done I 

Body Beautiful  inteRvieW 
With toBy aLLen

– continued from page 14

I don’t differentiate like that. I’m the performer and that’s 
what I love doing.

gS: Are you aware of a gay following for Human Nature?
ta: Not so much here, at this point. I know back in Aus-

tralia we had a gay following. We’ve done a number of things 
to support that. We performed at the huge party Sydney Gay 
and Lesbian Mardi Gras, back in 2000. It’s a big dance party 
and we performed at 4 a.m. [laughs]. It was one of the most 
unique experiences that we’ve all had performing. From our 
pop days, we had quite a young female following. So we 
were used to screams and cheers. We came on stage at this 
(Mardi Gras) party, there was this mighty, manly roar. It was 
something we’ve never experienced since and hadn’t up un-
til that point. We performed “I’m Your Man.” It was a lot of 
fun. You have to embrace the moment and we certainly did. 
It’s great to know that anybody can get into what we’re doing 
and we appreciate all the support we get. t

Human Nature is performing on april 26 in Baltimore at 
the lyric opera House, on  april 27 in Washington dC at the 
Warner theatre and on april 28 in Philadelphia at the tower 
theatre.

went home and I had a lot of comments from them a lot 
of my friends really liked it.”

Also on the city side is his first tattoo, “Lil J.” a tat-
too he got from his close friend Dante, 
a friend who called him Little J., after 
Andrew’s father, John. On the back of 
his neck, Andrew sports the Japanese 
symbol of the dragon. On his left calf, an 
embellishment of the names of his neph-
ews, ages seven and five, “I practically 
raised them,” he says. He chose not to 
share the tattoo on his back, which he 
intends to cover with a German flag, a 
symbol of his heritage.

The process, which Andrew says 
feels like a bee sting, or like being bit-

ten by an ant, took about 20 
minutes. 

He says that once the en-
dorphins kick in, you go right 
along with it. 

After the session, Andrew 
and his husband met with Bal-
timore outloud co-publisher, 
Jim Williams and managing 
editor, Dana. More than en-
dorphins kicked in. t

if you or your friends have 
body art that you would like 
to share with our readers, 
please send a high-resolution 
photo, with a brief explanation 
of the symbolism, to editor@
baltimoreoutloud.com. oh, be 
sure to get your friends’ per-
mission. 

Getting a tattoo feels like a bee 
sting, or like being bitten by an 
ant. Once the endorphins kick 
in, you go right along with it.

photos: 
R.J. Ladd
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Artistic Whimsy in Time for Spring 
LiveLy aRtS // ART

By MiChaeL faRLey
Street artist OverUnder’s new mural at the corner of Bar-
clay and Lafayette will definitely make passers-by do a 
double take. The Brooklyn-based artist, whose piece was 
commissioned by Open Walls Baltimore, plays with the 
local architecture, convincingly adding trompe l’oeil cor-

nices, win-
dows, and 
even pull-
down bode-
ga shutters. 
A giant figure 
cradles the 
composit ion 
from behind 
the false 
roofline, and 
other fantas-
tical details 
interact with 
the real and 
imagined ar-
c h i t e c t u r a l 
elements. 

This is 
one of my fa-
vorite murals 
in Baltimore. 

It is almost impossible to not stop and stare, and I have 
witnessed several people pause and take pictures, dis-
mount bikes, and slow down cars to contemplate it. It adds 
an eccentric touch to a corner I occasionally walk by and 
have never noticed until now. It is actually a shame that 
such a showstopper isn’t located on a block with higher 
foot traffic. I would strongly advise taking a detour to ad-
mire this in-person, as well as exploring the neighbor-
hood to find his smaller wheat pasted works peppering 
derelict buildings and 
alleys guerilla-style. 
It is a truly rewarding 
visual scavenger hunt 
and I look forward to 
finding more of these 
smaller pieces before 
they are removed or 
covered. 

Another out-of-the-
way gem is Command 
Z: artists Working with 
Phenomena & tech-
nology, an exhibition 
curated by Lisa Moren 
at UMBC’s Center for 
Art Design and Visual 
Culture. The show 
could be just as ap-
propriately titled “Deus 
ex Machina”. Artists 
from both coasts and 
Quebec skillfully uti-
lize technology and 

embrace the random, and at times the absurd, in ges-
tures that mostly come across as winningly sincere. Nina 
Katchadourian (who’s Dadaist interventions charmed 
viewers at the Contemporary Museum’s 
lol: a decade of antic art last year) 
returns to Baltimore with talking Pop-
corn. talking Popcorn translates the 
sound of popcorn to mores code and 
subsequently vocalizes the “messages” 
from the kernels. talking Popcorn’s 
first word, (“we”) has been preserved 
in bronze and is on display alongside 
the deceptively normal-looking popcorn 
machine. This piece capitulates the in-
tent of the show well; Katchadourian 
seeks meaning in a world of sometimes 
alienating technology and events be-
yond our control. 

Quebecers Emile Morin and Jocelyn 
Robert’s leçon de piano mystifies view-
ers with sentences projected onto piano 
keys that play themselves. The hybrid-
ization of the physical piano and ephem-
eral text is haunting and beautiful. The 
piece is full of contradictions; complex 
and deliberate code-tweaking synchro-
nize elements perfectly, but the content 
is random. GPS coordi-
nates may strike a pleas-
ant chord while poetic lan-
guage can produce a more 
chaotic sound. The viewer 
is left with fragments of far-
removed source material 
and the mystery of how it 
all works. Montreal-based 
artist Ingrid Bachman car-

ries nostalgia and 
playfulness in her 
interactive suit-
cases. They each 
contain a sur-
prise; a portable 
waterfall, Mylar 
balloons, and a 
toy ship that navi-
gates a motor-
ized rail await the 
viewer’s touch to 
activate. One 
must experience 
this little moments 
on a more inti-
mate scale than 
the more theat-
rical works on 
display. They are 
quiet, but power-
ful. Conversely, 
Paul Demarinis’ 
Firebird is loud 

and attention-grabbing. The artist manipulates flame to 
act as a loudspeaker, creating a singing, dancing flame 
in a birdcage. It is visually appealing and kind of magical. 
After observing the piece for some time, I still don’t know 
why the caged bird sings, but I am glad it does. 

Nudashank’s current show Real time also features 
artists who explore the phe-
nomenology of technology, 
physically manifesting the digi-
tal. It features Jerome Acks, 
Aaron Noah Graham, Justin 
Kelly, Margo Benson Malter, 
Nick Peelor, Alan Resnick, and 
Kate Steciw. Real time will 
be on view at 405 W. Franklin 
Street (third floor) until April 
22. 

Command Z closes April 
28. The Center for Art Design 
and Visual Culture is located 
in the Fine Arts Building on the 
UMBC campus (1000 Hilltop 
Circle, Catonsville, Maryland). 

Open Walls Baltimore 
opens Friday, April 13 at Area 
405 (405 E. Oliver St) with Bal-
timore and Philadelphia dance 
troupes, drag, and DJs from 8 
to 11:30 p.m.  t

overUnder’s mural at the corner 
of Barclay and Lafayette artist nina Katchadourian explains 

Talking Popcorn

Paul demarinis’s Firebird

NOW PLAYING!

Based on availability. Due to the nature of theatre bookings, all shows, dates & times are subject to change.
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LegaL eaSe

By RiChaRd MCnaLLy
It has been over one month since Governor 
Martin O’Malley signed Maryland’s same 
sex marriage act. The law faces a highly 
anticipated challenge in the November elec-
tion. Should the law survive the challenge, 
marriages will be performed beginning in 
January, 2013. A highly regarded attorney, 
who has written exten-
sively on the issue, re-
cently suggested cau-
tion stating “everything 
is changing.” I don’t 
subscribe to the senti-
ment that life is for the 
cautious but I do be-
lieve that knowledge 
is power. You need to 
know your rights and 
responsibilities if you 
are contemplating mar-
riage. 

Maryland law is interpreted by our 
Courts of Appeal in Annapolis and is fre-
quently evolving. Even with the guidance of 
the opinions of our courts of appeal, similar 
cases may obtain one result in Baltimore 
City and a different result from a differ-
ent judge in Howard County. Actually, two 
judges in the same courthouse may render 
a different decision. No one can tell you with 
certainty how the law, and particularly a new 
law, will be applied. However, based upon 
existing Maryland law and case precedent, 

there are some things you should consider 
when contemplating marriage.

First, while it is gratifying that every-
one is finally given the right to marry un-
der Maryland law, you need to seriously 
consider how marriage will impact you and 
your future spouse and whether there are 
alternatives that better suit your needs. 
Once you are legally married, your financial 
information may be considered when your 
spouse’s child applies for collegiate finan-

cial aid. Your credit rating may be impacted 
by your spouse’s credit score. Your spouse 
will likely have the right to claim a portion 
of your estate, regardless of what your Will 
directs. Albeit in very limited circumstanc-
es, you may become responsible for your 
spouse’s debts.

The benefits are clear: commitment, 
public recognition 
of the relationship, 
certain decision-
making power and 
all that the sta-
tus as a spouse 
brings. But as the 
age-old saying 
makes clear, “mar-
riage is not entered 
into unadvisedly or 
lightly.”

You should se-
riously consider 

entering into a prenuptial agreement. This 
is a binding contract which spells out your 
rights and obligations in the event the mar-
riage is terminated by death or divorce. It 
is a common misconception that such an 
agreement treats marriage as a business 
arrangement. Provided that it is validly ex-
ecuted, this document can be invaluable.

A marriage certificate alone does not 
necessarily give your spouse the ability to 
make financial or health care decisions on 
your behalf. Whether you choose to marry or 
not, you should have Wills. More important-
ly, you need to have Powers of Attorney in 
place for financial and health care decisions. 
The failure to have such documents can re-
sult in unnecessary, lengthy and costly court 
proceedings in the event of your disability.

As you approach marriage, no one wants 
to contemplate a divorce. Unfortunately, di-
vorce for same-sex couples has been prob-
lematic throughout the U.S. and in Maryland. 
Prior to the enactment of the Civil Marriage 
Protection Act, Maryland courts have dealt 
with the issue of same-sex divorce in cases 
brought by same-sex couples married in oth-
er jurisdictions. Maryland courts have grant-
ed and denied divorce to same-sex couples 
in various cases. Additionally, should you 
relocate to a state that does not recognize 
same-sex marriage, you may very well be 
denied a divorce. This can have ramifica-
tions on child custody, visitation, alimony, 
child support and a division of assets.

Everything is changing. Protect yourself 
and make sure that your legal decisions are 
enforceable. t

Richard d. mcNally (tmglaw@aol.com) 
has been practicing law in maryland for over 
25 years and often serves lGBt clients. 

If You Should Marry, Know Your Rights

As you approach 
marriage, no one 

wants to contemplate a 
divorce. Unfortunately, 

divorce for same-
sex couples has been 

problematic throughout 
the U.S. and in 

Maryland. 

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST BARS IN BALTIMORE 2010

Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour 

Triple LLL
Leon’s LeaTher Lounge
227 W. Chase St.  410-539-4850 
www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com

Monday’s
ToM reyes Jazz JaM 8pM

Wednesdays
KaraoKe 8 To MidnighT

Thursdays
Trivia nighTLeon’s 870 Park Avenue   410.539.4993

Sail to the Triple L 
and Celebrate Shipmates 
38 years of BroTherhood • saTurday apriL 21 @ 10pM

Sail to the Triple L 
and Celebrate Shipmates 
38 years of BroTherhood • saTurday apriL 21 @ 10pM
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Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
Licensed as Embrace Home Loans, Inc. NMLS# 2184

Brian Hannon
410 925 9330 (cell)
410 464 5500 (office) PenFed Realty

Mt WasHington
2119 sulgrave avenue!
Spring is here! Move right into this 

manageable and conveniently located 
Colonial with HUGE private parklike yard 

with pond! Updated open kitchen and baths, 
fireplace, 2 car garage and so much more! 

Close to light rail, and just minutes  
to downtown! $319,000.

A Wonderful 
opportunity  
in Guilford 

A classic Edward Palmer 
design features great flow 
for entertaining, a grand 

entry foyer, an enclosed sun porch with terra cotta tile flooring and two sets of 
French doors, wood burning fireplace in the living room, original rear stairs, 

curved entry-ways, a two car detached garage, expansive third  
floor den / study, 5 or more bedrooms, 3 full baths & a powder  

room on the first floor. All of this and more for $350,000.

frAnk locke • 410-323-6000 (office) • 410-952-9453 (cell)
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street lined 
with the 
city’s most 
popular gay 

bars, pubs, sex shops and restaurants. 
When you see the rainbow flags and cruisy 
blokes, you’ll know you’re home. The most 
popular venues in the West End include 
the spacious and stylish Ku Bar, G-A-Y Bar 
and the King’s Arms, catering to bears and 
the cubs who love them. Soho will also be 
closed to traffic on the day of the parade 
and many of the clubs will be open until 
4 a.m.

For gents who dig leather and fetish 
clubs, you’ll want to head to Vauxhall, a 
neighborhood south of the river. Crash is 
the hottest venue in the area on Satur-
day nights. Instinct is also a great spot if 
you love house 
and techno mu-
sic. Horse Meat 
Disco/The Eagle 
London attracts a 
variety of gay pa-
trons from bears to 
twinks. The bottom 
line, during pride, 
every visitor will 
find a bar or club 
to fit their individu-
al preference.

Getting around 
London is incred-
ibly easy thanks 
to the city’s great 
public transporta-
tion system. For 
less than £5 you 
can buy a daily 
travel card which gives you access to the 
London Underground (the tube) and bus-
es. Route maps are also available at sev-
eral locations throughout the city, so you 
should have little trouble getting from point 
A to point B.

Several high-profile companies are 
helping to underwrite this year’s festivities, 

tRaveL

By Jon faiRBanKS
Gaytravel.com
Seriously, how gay can London get in 
2012? If the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee isn’t 
queer enough, “The Old Smoke” is also 
playing host to WorldPride in June. 

WorldPride, created by InterPride, is 
a popular celebration of all things LGBTQ 
that attracts revelers from… yes… around 
the world. This is the third installment of 
WorldPride; the previous celebrations took 
place in Rome and Jerusalem.

While the past events drew hundreds 
of thousands of visitors, organizers an-
ticipate more than one million people will 
flock to London to take part in the festivi-
ties thanks to the upcoming 2012 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games. What’s on tap for 
this year’s WorldPride? Theatre shows, 
debates, poetry readings and other events 
are planned but let’s get real, it’s all about 
the parade and parties. 

Parade Day is July 7, at the end of 
WorldPride. This year the route will start 
on Baker Street and will run more than a 
half mile longer than usual, covering more 
of London’s iconic landmarks including 

WorldPride 2012: All Eyes on London

Piccadilly Circus, where a Pride Rally will 
take place. Several of the UK’s brightest 
stars are scheduled to appear on the main 
stage in Trafalgar Square, including X Fac-
tor finalist Lloyd Daniels and pop-punk 
band Twenty Twenty. 

In addition to the musical acts, there 
will also be comedy shows and dancers. 
In Soho, partygoers will converge at the 
dance stage where they’ll be entertained 
by London’s hottest DJs. If you’re in the 
right place at the right time, you might find 
yourself hobnobbing with Sir Elton John, 
Sir Ian McKellen or another A-lister who’s 
been known to attend London Pride. 

Most of the action takes place in the 
heart of Soho, London’s gayborhood. The 
yellow brick road? Old Compton Street. A 

LGBT
PRIDE 
RIDE

SAVE THE AIRFARE:  
start your vacation close to home

Includes live music, food, 
entertainment, Private Cocktail 

Party, Champagne & Strawberries, 
Q&A and Book Signing with famous 
gay author John Simpson, special 

performance by LOGO chart-topper, 
Tom Goss, & more!

layaway & roommate matching avail.
BOOK NOW FOR BEST RATE

443-420-SAIL
CruiseWithAGroup.com

You’ll visit:
Grand Turk, 
Turks and 

Caicos
Half Moon Cay, 
the Bahamas

Freeport, 
the Bahamas

Cruise from Baltimore!
September 23-30

including Smirnoff, Coca-Cola and Tesco, 
the UK’s largest private employer. Recent-
ly, some LGBT activists, including Hannah 
Dee, have criticized London Pride and its 
organizers for becoming a corporate spon-
sored event more interested in generating 
a profit than celebrating the achievements 
of the gay and lesbian community. 

Despite the criticism, London Pride is 
still a great fundraiser for organizations 
that benefit LGBT organizations. This year 
Kaleidoscope Trust was selected as the of-
ficial charity partner. Kaleidoscope Interna-
tional Diversity Trust is a nonprofit organi-
zation that campaigns for equality for gays 
and lesbians people around the world. For 
socially-minded Mary’s and ‘mos who want 
a break from the pride debauchery, there 
will also be a conference on gay rights fea-

turing several renowned speakers.
England isn’t known for its great weath-

er, but the summer months can be beauti-
ful. Luckily, WorldPride happens at the be-
ginning of the summer, giving visitors the 
opportunity to enjoy the local landscape. 

London’s premier gay cruising area is 
located in the northwest part of the city in 
an area called Hampstead Heath Ponds. 
It’s no South Beach, but it’s great if you 
want to check out some hot locals and out-
of-towners and get a respite from the hus-
tle and bustle of the city. There’s a men’s 
bathing pond located here which gained 
worldwide notoriety when singer George 
Michael was photographed here. If you 
don’t have a number one hit song, chances 
are you can fly under the radar. 

2012 marks the 40th anniversary of 
the first London gay pride parade and this 
year’s event promises to be biggest yet. 
If you’ve never had the opportunity to ex-
plore this sophisticated, thriving metropo-
lis, now’s the time check out the city where 
you are encouraged to live like a queen. t

photos: Pride London / One Sunny Day

GREENMOUNT BOOKS
New SaleS 

$5 Off $25 

Or MOre
DvDS StartiNg 

at $1.95 

HUge SeleCtiON

Private BOOtHS

2 LOCATIONS: 3222 Greenmount Ave. Baltimore MD • 410.467.0403
Rte. 1 News • 106 Washington Blvd. South • Laurel MD • 410.880.4253
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As I was getting my paperwork organized 
to do taxes, I recalled how much I don’t 
like stress. So, for this column, I thought 
I’d share tips for reducing overwhelm, 
stress, and anxiety. 

Before I get to the tips, it’s helpful to 
approach this topic with the idea that no 
event is stressful. (I know that sounds 
odd, but stay with me.) 

Instead, it’s our evaluation of the event 
that causes stress. Stress is our internal 
reaction to something happening outside 
of us – or, in less frequent cases, it’s our 
reaction to an internal event, a memory 
or some other thought that crosses our 
minds. 

So, the idea is to adjust how we pro-
cess the event – what we think, do, be-
lieve, and focus on – until we reduce the 
stress. 

It’s like letting air out of 
a tightly blown up balloon; it 
then becomes flexible, and 
it’s no longer in danger of 
bursting.

So, here are some tips for 
lowering your stress:

• Slow down, and do ev-
erything – work, talk, think, 
play, make love – at a slower 
speed. Not only will you find 
that you like doing things more thorough-
ly, you’ll find that you do things better.

• Do only one thing at a time. Multi-
tasking is fine until it over tasks you. Re-
member, your cell phone has voicemail, 
and 99% of your email does not require 
an instant response. Reduce the texting.

• Focus gently on what you’re doing 
right now. For example, while working at 
your job, try not to think about going food 
shopping later. If you are working, work 
and think about work. If you are playing, 
have fun and think about play.

• Breathe. Quick and shallow breath-
ing tells your body that you are under at-
tack, panicked, or out of shape – all of 
which heighten stress. So, concentrate on 
breathing slowly, very deeply, calmly. 

• Give yourself time to mess around in 
“unstructured play.” In addition to sleep, 
you need time to noodle around and do 

“nothing much.” Remember how, as a kid, 
you could stare at the clouds, forming pic-
tures in your mind? Try doing it again.

• Write down and prioritize your to-do 
list, and take action on one item. If you 
can take action on something that’s wor-
rying you “today” (sometime very soon, 
tomorrow or this week), then do it, be-
cause it will make you feel a little bit bet-
ter. Then, say to yourself, “I’ve done all I 
can do for now,” and let go of the rest.

• Give your body attention. Exercise, 
particularly vigorous exercise, decreases 
stress. So, get up and move. The husband 
and I found that we had both lost a few 
pounds on vacation (huh?), even though 
we’d been eating reasonable amounts of 
normally forbidden foods, such as fried 
foods, nachos, cheese, and desserts and 
candy. The main difference? We did a lot 
of walking and splashing around in a pool. 

Also, for a few minutes a day, spend 
time focusing only on your five senses: 
seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, and 
touching/feel. 

• Decrease your sugar, caffeine, fat, 
and alcohol intake. You don’t have to 
eliminate it, just lower the amounts. Al-
cohol can lower stress in the short run, 
but too much can cause life problems and 
lighten your sleep; to lessen the effect of 
alcohol, try drinking water after every al-
coholic drink.

• Get your zzzzzzzzz’s. One full night’s 
sleep – followed by 
another, and another, 
and another – helps 
you feel better able 
to face the day. 

• Take a breather 
from listening to the 
LGBT haters. I read 
the work of a popu-
lar gay blogger who 
likes to “keep an 

eye on the enemy.” If I’m feeling under 
the weather in some way, I’ll skip the lat-
est video ranting from Maggie Gallagher, 
Pat Robertson, or Rick Santorum. Take a 
break for a day until your emotional feet 
are back on the ground.

As life coach experienced with mind-
body techniques, I routinely use a com-
bination of meditation, mindfulness, 
practical strategy changes, thinking and 
focusing exercises, reframing, and even 
hypnosis to reduce all kinds of stress, in-
cluding virtually eliminating panic attacks. 

However, these techniques don’t work 
as fast as taking prescription medica-
tion. But! If you practice and get these 
de-stressing habits firmly planted in your 
day-to-day life, it will last far longer than a 
pill. It’ll serve you for a lifetime. t

learn more at BaltimorelifeCoach-
Gerry.com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

Tips for Reducing 
Stress

Well hello my little kings and queens. With 
the advent of what looks to be an early 
spring, regardless of what the weather-
men of our great state say. I thought I 
would give you some springtime sugges-
tions of what to do with 
yourselves. 

For those of you 
with youngin’s and 
they are not ready for 
the prime time lights 
of Central or Hippo. 
The Walters Art gal-
lery centrally located 
right in our fair Gaybor-
hood right in front of 
the Washington Monu-
ment. Is open Wednes-
day through Sunday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
is free to all who wish 
to visit. Not only does 
it house some of the greatest treasures 
in the world, even a copy of the Mona 
Lisa, which is rumored to be the authentic 
painting and the one in the Louvre, is the 
forgery. Oh, you know how those art histo-
rians bicker. Give them some heels and a 
wig and it could be a real drag show. Well 
you know, the Mona Lisa is supposed to 
be Da Vinci in drag. Talk about your first 
Diva!

For something, more adventurous a 
day trip to Gettysburg may be your speed. 
My fiancé and I just made a pilgrimage to 
the site of one of the bloodiest battles in 
America’s history. Located about an hour 
and a half from Baltimore, this is not the 
same city you remember from school trips 
of yesteryear. Gettysburg has been boom-
ing since the late 90s. With many shop-
ping centers and restaurants popping up it 
has become a Mecca for thrifty shoppers 
looking for a good deal. From the Gettys-
burg outlets to the too numerous to men-
tion antique shops that dot the landscape 
on the scenic road trip to and from the 
battlefields, this toddling little town has 
something for everyone. Some places not 
to miss are the outlets with such names 
as GAP, Old Navy and my favorite, Harry 
& David’s. Stop in and have some sau-
sage and hot mustard. Get your minds out 

of the gutter. 
Pennsylvania Dutch society really 

does have some of the best eats this side 
of the Mississippi. Gettysburg is gear-
ing up for its 2013, 150th anniversary 
celebration. So book early, especially if 
you plan on going to the ghost tours. In 
my opinion, the best two are The Dobbin 
House tour on Steinwyer Ave and The 
Farnsworth House on Baltimore Street. 
Yes, they have a Baltimore Street in Get-
tysburg. 

With our state legalizing Gay Mar-
riage, we are preparing for a boom of fab-
ulous gay weddings, mine included. Club 
Hippo is hosting a Gay Wedding Expo 
on April 29. The inaugural “Marry Me in 
MD” LGBT wedding conference will run 

from one to 5 pm. 
Numerous wed-
ding services will 
be offered includ-
ing photography, 
legal services, 
and my favorite, 
bakeries. Tickets 
are ten dollars in 
advance, fifteen 
dollars at the door. 
To register online, 
proceed to www.
marrymeindc.com.

Want to have 
a drink and dance 
to the 80s at the 

same time? Head on up to Western Mary-
land’s not so best kept secret, The Lodge 
in Boonsboro, Maryland.

On April 7, they will be hosting a “We 
Love the 80s!” party. Doors open at 9 p.m. 
There is no cover before ten o’clock, five 
dollars after. Not too bad. Not to mention 
there will be a contest for best costume, 
75 dollars to the winner. Not too shabby. 
You may find me up there. If you do see 
me, say hello!

Want something a little more risqué? 
Ok. Then saunter on over to Grand Cen-
tral station on Friday the 13th. Yes, that’s 
right. Unlucky for some, lucky for others. 
Whatever you believe, temperatures will 
rise when the Next Door Boys Studios 
“Fleshjack Boys” take the stage. No idea 
what a Fleshjack is, but I am sure all will 
have fun.

So it’s looking like there is something 
for every speed for the month of April. 

Whatever you decide, make sure you 
are safe and take care of each other. Gay 
Pride is coming up. I want to see each 
one of you there. Seems like it was only 
9 months since our last pride. Wonder 
who we will have this year. Barry Manilow, 
anyone? Well, I can dream can’t I?

Till then, keep your drinks cold and 
your partners hot. Ciao! t

In Bloom

Sam
Unfiltered

Sam Kunz

your intrepid reporter 
in Gettyburg
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CALLE’S CUCINA
Thursday, Friday & Saturday  5:30pm to 10pm 

Sunday Brunch: 8am to 2pm
Lunch, Coffee, Dessert & Snacks: 8am to 3pm 

Tuesday to Saturday.

2431-2433 Saint Paul St., Baltimore MD 21218
www.callescucina.com 410-235-0128

To Reserve a Table Email us at carlvahlchef@msn.com 
or Phone/Text 716-378-5920

D
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g

o
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our readers know good food
isn’t i t time you get to know them?

Advertise in Din ing out
our Charm City Section

For detai ls cal l 410.802.1310
or taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com
Ask about the signing bonus

An Independent Voice for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Com
m

unity

www.mariluna.com | 410.637.8013
dining | carry out | private events | catering 
1225 cathedral street | baltimore, md 21201

• Private Room
• Dance Floor
• Full Bar
• Lounge Seating
• PA System

Now booking for Holiday Parties, 
Happy Hours & Corporate events.

O
serfecR srivate sarty
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It was a very busy weekend it Baltimore on 
March 23-25 as Hooker & Boys presented 
the annual Chesapeake Leather Aware-
ness Pride (CLAP) Weekend. Not only did 
I see a big show at the Hippo on Saturday 
afternoon during the CLAP Contest, but I 
also clapped loudly at the Hippodrome on 
Friday night during a hilarious performance 
by Joan Rivers. Both shows will have me 
buzzing for weeks. 

Can we talk? It was a sea of leather 
titleholders (and other assorted hot men) 
at Leon’s Leather Lounge on Friday, March 
23 as COMMAND, MC, presented the offi-
cial Meet and Greet party for the 2012 Mid-
Atlantic LeatherSIR, Mid-Atlantic Leath-
erboy, Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman, and 
Mid-Atlantic Community Bootblack Con-
test. Although no official announcements 
or introductions were made, it was a great 
chance to see many of the out of town 

guests and to catch up with old friends. 
On the way to the Hippo on Saturday 

afternoon Sir Steve and I went to Howard’s 
Deli for lunch before the contest. After 
waiting over an hour for Sir Steve’s salad 
and my sandwich to arrive we finally got up 
and walked out. Although I didn’t make it 
to the movies over the weekend I still got 
to experience “The Hunger Games!” It was 
a very long afternoon. Thank God, Lulu La 
Diva was selling hot dogs at the Hippo. 

CLAP was fortunate to have two of the 
area’s best emcees for the contest: Presi-
dent of the D.C. boys of Leather Ky and 
Baltimore’s Queen of Comedy Shawnna 
Alexandra. Unfortunately, even these two 
pros got a little confused with nine con-
testants running for one of four titles. This 
show had more filler then a truck stop diner 
crab cake! After a contest that include sev-
eral very good speeches and some very 
entertaining on stage fantasies, Ed Wood-
ward of Baltimore was selected Mid-Atlantic 
Leather SIR 2012, boy john urso also from 
Baltimore was selected Mid-Atlantic Leath-
erboy 2012, Toni Solenne from Pennsylva-
nia was sashed Mid-Atlantic Leather Wom-
an 2012, and Raquel Locks was awarded 
the title of Mid-Atlantic Community Boot-
black 2012. Also competing were Sir Aaron 
Sheppard from Cumberland, Md., Sir Chris 
Hartness from North Caroline, boy zach-
ary dittus from Philadelphia, Pa., boy adam 
damewood from Roanoke, Va., and Mid-
Atlantic Community Bootblack contestant 
“Trigger.” The judges for this year’s event 
were Mr. D.C. Drummer 2000 Sir Alexan-

der Satorie-Robinson, Mid-At-
lantic Leatherboy 2010 Anthoney 
Pavelich, Northeast LeatherSIr 
2002 Coyote, International Ms. 
Leather 2008 Hobbit, International 
Ms. Deaf Leather 2010-2011/ Mid-
Atlantic Leather Woman 2010 Val, 
Mr. D.C. Eagle 2009 John Harris, 
and graphic artist Jezebel Cavan-
narro. The judges for the Mid-At-
lantic Community Bootblack 2012 
Contest were Mid-Atlantic Com-
munity Bootblack 2010 boy ander-
sen, International Master 1999/ 
Ms. Georgia Leather 1996 Khiki 
Cavannarro, and Ms. Southeast 
Bootblack 2009-2010 Margaret. 
The Tally Master was Mr. SECC 
Leather 2012/ Mid-Atlantic Leath-
erSIR 2008 Sir Andy Chmielowski-
Liu and working hard as Judge’s 
boy was Mr. Maryland Leather 
2012 boy joe chmielowski-liu. Af-
ter the contest a dinner was held 
at the Maritime Institute in Linthi-
cum, Md. followed by a victory cel-
ebration bar night at the Baltimore 
Eagle hosted by Sir Andy and boy 
joe and benefiting AIDS Action 
Baltimore. 

CLAP came to a close on Sunday af-
ternoon with a Kinky Karnival held at the 
Playhouse in Mt. Vernon hosted by the 
ShipMates Club of Baltimore and the la-
dies of F.I.S.T. It was a small event due to 
the fact the most of the out of town folks 
were already headed home. It was still lots 
of fun as everyone played such games as 
bobbing for cucumbers and an a sweet 
little racing game that involved three con-
testants and three graphic pictures cov-
ered in icing that was called “Lick My Ass.” 
The money raised from the Kinky Karnival 
will be presented to the new Mid-Atlantic 

March Madness: 
Four Titleholders 
Selected!

a s  w e  c e l e b r a t e 38
o f  s e r v i c e  t o  B a l t i m o r e

y e a r s

SHIPMATES
C L U B  O F  B A L T I M O R E

T H E

april 20-22, 2012
B a l t i m o r e ,  M a r y l a n d

F O R  T I C K E T S  &  I N F O M A T I O N  V I S I T

W W W . S H I P M A T E S C L U B . C O M

P L E A S E  J O I N

titleholders. I am looking forward to inter-
viewing them soon. Right now, however, I 
have to return to Howard’s Deli to see if my 
sandwich is ready yet. 

It was a very busy weekend it Balti-
more on March 23-25 as Hooker & Boys 
presented the annual Chesapeake Leather 
Awareness Pride (CLAP) Weekend. Not 
only did I see a big show at the Hippo on 
Saturday afternoon during the CLAP Con-
test, but I also clapped loudly at the Hip-
podrome on Friday night during a hilarious 
performance by Joan Rivers. Both shows 
will have me buzzing for weeks. t
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Community Bulletin Board
Now – December
Baltimore Farmers’ Market & Bazaar
Every Sunday underneath the Jones Falls Expressway at Holliday 
& Saratoga streets. While strolling through Maryland’s largest 
producers-only market, shoppers can revel at the sight of a vast 
quantity of foods, including crisp fruits and vegetables, poultry, 
seafood, beef, pork, lamb, bison, goat, rabbit, fresh baked goods, 
flavorful herbs and organically raised and produced milk, yogurt, 
butter, eggs and cheese products. Underneath the Jones Falls 
Expressway at Holliday & Saratoga streets  7:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Now
The National Aquarium
Happy Feet Dances into the National Aquarium’s 4D Theater 
for Special Engagement Put on your dancing shoes and tap into 
adventure with Mumble and friends in Happy Feet 4D Experience!  
When his colony of emperor penguins is faced with a mysterious 
fish famine, Mumble sets off on an exciting journey to find the cause 
making friends along the way and discovering that being true 
to yourself is a good thing. The family fun, 15-minute immersive 
experience is shown in the National Aquarium’s Immersion Theater 
featuring digital 3D and enhanced with 4D multi-sensory effects 
such as wind, snow, scents and more. National Aquarium 501 E. 
Pratt Street Baltimore, MD 21202 Shows daily $4 with purchase 
of admission ticket to the Aquarium online or at the admissions 
window. Visit www.aqua.org or call 410-576-3800.

April 5
Women Accepting  
Responsibility, Inc.
Hosts TransWomen of Color Groups:  TSISTA 
TALK GirlTalk Series of topics like how to deal 
with “trade”; Womanhood, Respect, Self love  
1:00 p.m. -3:00 p.m.

Willow Chat 
will have a series of groups that will discuss topics concerning 
living a healthy life with HIV 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Location: 2300 
Garrison Blvd Suite 150 Baltimore, MD 21216 For more information 
contact Bryanna Jenkins/Monica Yorkman ~ ph:410-878-0357

April 5 – 15
The Drowsy Chaperone
The Johns Hopkins University Barnstormers are performing the hilarious 
musical comedy The Drowsy Chaperone. A rare combination 
of unprecedented originality and blinding talent, THE DROWSY 
CHAPERONE boldly addresses a great unspoken desire in all of 
our hearts: to be entertained. If you’ve ever sat in a dark theatre 
and thought, “Dear Lord in heaven please let it be good,” this is the 
show for you! It all begins when a die-hard musical-theater fan 

plays her favorite cast album on her turntable, and the musical 
literally bursts to life in her living room, telling the rambunctious 
tale of a brazen Broadway starlet trying to find, and keep, her true 
love. All performances will take place in the Swirnow Theater in 
the Mattin Center on the Johns Hopkins University Homewood 
campus, located on North Charles Street, Baltimore, MD. Show 
times 3:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. College students - $5 General 
admission - $10 To reserve tickets, and get show times and dates 
visit thejhubarnstormers.org

April 7th- 21
The Soldier Dreams
The Soldier Dreams by Daniel MacIvor is 
the wickedly funny and deeply moving 
story of the exuberant and charismatic 
David. When David falls ill his family 
invades the home he shares with his 
lover, Richard. In a coma, David dreams 
of his secret life, while family dynamics 

shift and tilt in surprising ways. Baltimore Theatre Project | 45 W. 
Preston Street |Baltimore, MD 21202 Wed, Thurs, Fri & Sat | 8:00 p.m. 
,Sunday, April 15 at 7:00 p.m. $15 General Admission | $10 Students, 
Seniors, Artists, Military Pay-What-You-Can Preview April 6 at 7:00 
p.m. Tickets available at theatreproject.org or 410-752-8558

April 10

Heels on Wheels LGBTQ Roadshow
The show itself consists of five performers, featuring a raucous, 
thought-provoking line-up of multi-media, literary and performing 
arts, music, puppetry, participatory art -- and even dance parties. 
Our fearless artists rampage across the femme-inine spectrum-
from hi-femme to femmedrogyny, dandy darling to ladybeast in 
a wild revue of visceral, poetic, performance, emotional escape 
plans in wild workout gear, dark whimsical puppetry, innovative 
intersectionality, and rocknroll you can sink your heels into! The 
Whole Gallery 405 W. Franklin St. Floor 3 Baltimore, MD 21201 
Doors open at 8:00 p.m. show starts at  8:30 p.m. Cost: $5-$10

April 13- May 20
Spotlighters Theatre - Hello, 
Dolly! - A Musical Comedy
An ebullient and irresistible musical about 
the joy of living, glittering with happy 
songs, shining with loving scenes, and 
alive with the personality of one of the 
most fabulous characters on the musical 
stage. It is the story of Mrs. Dolly Levi’s 
efforts to marry Horace VanderGelder, the 
well-known half-a-millionaire, and send 

his money circulating among the people like rainwater, the way 
her late husband, Ephraim Levi, taught her. Along the way, Dolly 
creates matches for Irene Molloy and Cornelius Hackl, Barnaby 
Tucker and Minne Fay, and young Ambrose and Ermengarde. 
Spotlighters Theatre - 817 Saint Paul Street - Baltimore, MD 21202 

Friday and Saturday at 8:00p.m. - Sunday at 2:00 p.m. TEN SPOT 
Thursday --- All tickets $10 Regular Tickets are $20, Seniors (60+) 
$18, and Students $16 and may be purchased online at TicketTurtle 
Group Rates available - call 410-752-1225 or Tickets@spotlighters.
org (BENEFIT for COMMAND, MC - Thursday, May 3, 2012).

April 15
PFLAG-Westminster-Carroll County Meeting
Focus will be on Transgender Awareness that will include a film 
and panel discussion. Panelists include Catherine Hyde and Hunter 
Thompson. Meetings are free, confidential and open to the public. 
Light refreshments will be served. 5:00 p.m., St. Paul’s UCC 
Fellowship Hall, 17 Bond St. (Bond & Green Sts.), Westminster, MD. 
Info: 410-848-5975. Info: www.pflagwcc.org, June Horner, 410-
795-2418, e-mail: junehorner@gmail.com.

April 15 - 22
AIDS Memorial Quilt
The First and Franklin Street Presbyterian Church As part of our 
250th Anniversary will be hosting a section of the AIDS Memorial 
Quilt to commemorate the church’s involvement in various issues 
related to peace and justice. A section of the internationally 
celebrated AIDS Memorial Quilt – the 54-ton, handmade tapestry 
that stands as a memorial to more than 90,000 individuals lost 
to AIDS – will be on view from Sunday, April 15 - Sunday, April 
22, 2012 at the church located on the corner of Park Ave. and W. 
Madison St. in Baltimore.Opening Reception in the Reid Memorial 
Chapel 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. evenings viewing 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 
p.m. This free display of The AIDS Memorial Quilt is being hosted 
by the church.

April 18
Third Annual STD Awareness Month Webinar TOPIC: Sexual 
and Reproductive Health Care: What About the Young Male?
Co-sponsors for this webinar series are the STD/HIV Prevention 
Training Center at Johns Hopkins and the MidAtlantic Public Health 
Training Center. This year’s webinar is also being sponsored by 
the National Male Training Center (MTC) for Family Planning 
and Reproductive Health. Speaker: Arik V. Marcell, MD, MPH, 
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine Sheldon Hall Wolfe 
Building 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. To sign in to the live webcast and for 
information about continuing education credits/contact hours, go to 
www.jhsph.edu/maphtc. For more information, please contact the 
Mid-Atlantic Public Health Training Center at maphtc@jhsph.edu or 
443 287-7833.

April 21
Fell’s Point Privateer Day and Pyrate Invasion Pub Crawl
The Fell’s Point Privateer Day kicks off. with a huge assortment of 
activities and attractions throughout the day along historic Fell’s 
Point Main Street. From Thames Street Park and Ann Street Pier to 
Broadway Square, Broadway Pier and Bond Street Wharf there will 
be something for everyone when it comes to Privateer Day. There 
will be a live pirate battle with the actors of the Valhalla’s Pirate 
Crew, live pirate music Starts at 11:00 a.m   FREE Then, at 6:00 
p.m. adults can enjoy the 8th Annual Pyrate Invasion pub crawl 
throughout 20 bars and pubs in Fell’s Point. For $5 you can get a 
commemorative 2012 Pyrate Invasion pin that will get you some 
great deals at these 20 bars throughout the city.

April 21
Play for the Feast 2012 Fundraiser for Moveable Feast
An evening of casino-style games, food, and fun in the games room 
of the glamorous Silo Point Condominiums building. In addition to 
the games, Play for the Feast features a 50-50 raffle, silent auction, 
and delicious foods by some of Maryland’s most exciting purveyors 
and chefs. All proceeds benefit Moveable Feast. Silo Point – Games 
Room 1200 Steuart Street Baltimore, MD 21230 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
$15, includes food and beverages plus 3 chances for the 50/50 raffle 
CONTACT INFO: 443-866-6365 or PlayfortheFeast@gmail.com

Chase Brexton is hosting its Annual Gala: 
State-of-the-Art Care All proceeds from the gala support and 
expand Chase Brexton programs and services and allow them to 
continue to provide quality health care to individuals and families 
in our communities There will be a sneak peek at their future Mt. 
Vernon home, the Monumental Life Building, and they will be 
auctioning off an exclusive opportunity to get inside very soon! 
They have tons of great silent auction items for you to bid on and a 
new iPad 3 as the raffle prize. There will be complimentary valet 
parking and lots of great food with an open bar. Location American 
Visionary Art Museum (800 Key Highway) with a beautiful 
nighttime view of the Inner Harbor 6:00p.m.-11:00 p.m. Tickets are 
$150 per person. More information available on our gala homepage. 
www.chasebrexton.org/news_events/photo_galleries/2011_
gala/#13 

April 24
AIDS Watch Advocacy Event
This event requires walking the halls of Congress to educate 
Maryland’s Congressmen and Senators and their staff members 
about HIV and related health care issues. Bus leaves from 116 E. 
25th Street, Baltimore City 8:30 a.m. and returns by 4:30 p.m. 
Space is limited so reserve your seat by calling Melanie Reese at 
410-935-9784 or Wanda Commander at 443-474-2665. Free 
Transportation.

Send your information for 
upcoming events to 

calander@baltimoreoutloud.com
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Brad’s Special 
Touch

www.specialtouchmassage.com

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage  
in your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

MC/VISA WELCOME • 443.695.0141

 CLeaning  BooKS & giftS SUPPoRt gRoUP

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 CoUnSeLing

 MaSSage PhotogRaPhy

 ConSULting

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results

 LaWn

Westminster- 

Carroll County

Chapter

Parents, Families, and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays

www.pflagwcc.org
MovinG EquaLity Forward 

Call us at 410-861-0488

Lawn Master 
You grow i t  We mow i t 

• All Yard Work 
• Trees and Shrubs Pruned 
• Leaf and Debris Removal 

• Winter Residential Snow Removal

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

C&J Handyman Services 

NO JOb tO Small

• Roofing  • Painting 

• Gutters & Downspouts Cleaned 

• Trash Removal 

• All Around the House Jobs

 handyMan 
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 attoRney  tax SeRviCeS  tRaveL

 finanCiaL  eLeCtRiCian

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CaLL 410-244-6780 to adveRtiSe.

Professional services

 Pet CaRe  PhotogRaPhy

Free photography 
for LGBT events. 
Special rates 
for models and 
entertainers. 
Complete 
discretion for 
personal photos. 
Images for all your 
photographic needs 
and fund-raising 
opportunities. 
jaywphotos@
comcast.net 
410-952-6724

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.
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