
in particular with that kind 
of Rush Limbaugh talk radio. 

Everything from mundane to 
dangerous conversation is tak-

ing place, perpetuating a certain kind 
of hostility that our little planet can’t af-
ford right now. At some point something’s 
going to happen, and maybe it will be a 
meteor, to make us more communitarian 
on a planetary level. There are going to be 
people who take that seriously. And there’s 
going to be others, by nature, who are not 
[laughs], who have more fun stirring it up. I 
think the laughter that comes from the au-
dience is that they relate to the contradic-
tion in some way. 

GS: “One Good Song” is the first 
of three tunes that open the disc with 
the word “song” in title – the others be-
ing “Because of a Song” and “Because 
of A Drum and a Song.” What was the 
thought behind that?

By MArk F. Scurti, ESq.
It was 5:30 a.m. when the train pulled into 
Union Station in Washington, D.C., Tues-
day morning. I swiftly walked out the exit 
and hailed a taxi. Although it would only 
be a short walk, I had no time to waste. 
I directed the driver to pull along the far 
right side of the Supreme Court as I knew 
the line of people waiting to witness his-
tory would be snaked down the street, 
many having turned the sidewalk into a 
make-shift shelter with their collection of 
tents and sleeping bags. As I reached my 
destination, I realized I was right. 

As a member of the Supreme Court bar 
I was able to bypass the public line and 
quickly settled into the “bar mem-
bers” line behind a group of at-
torneys from Boston. The man 
behind me was a prosecutor 

Eyewitness to Supreme Court History
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By GrEGG ShApirO
On her new double-CD release Peace Be-
comes You (Calico Tacks Music), singer/
songwriter and activist Holly Near draws 
on the various influences and inspirations 
of her musical career to create a song col-
lection to satisfy her diverse audience. 
Standards from the Great American Song-
book and songs of protest sit comfortably 
alongside compositions by women’s mu-
sic legends (including those by Near her-
self) and a few modern pop tunes. It’s to 
Near’s credit (and years of performance 
experience) that she’s able to be so ver-
satile when it comes to her musical selec-
tions. Few other artists would be able to 
pull of such a move and it sounds perfectly 
natural when Near does it. As committed 

Near and Dear
AN INTERVIEW WITH HOLLY NEAR

as ever to fighting the good fight, 
Near, who has long been lending 
her voice to a variety of causes 
and movements, including peace, 

environment, women’s, and feminist, and, 
of course, LGBT, took time out of her busy 
schedule to answer a few 
questions in early 2013. 

Gregg Shapiro: Peace 
Becomes You opens with 
the musical statement of 
“One Good Song,” about 
the current condition of ra-
dio. Do you think that being 
a singer/songwriter, with 
an array of your own good 
songs, just exacerbates the 
situation?

holly Near: I can certain-
ly be driving along listening 
to pop radio. I think there’s 
some great writing on it. With 

a song such as “One Good 
Song,” you run the risk of 
sounding like you’re throwing 
out the baby with the bathwater 
[laughs]. But I must say that when I 
sing it to the audience there is great laugh-
ter. People are relating to the frustration, 

holly Near

At the Supreme court  credit:  Mark Patro

from Brooklyn, New York, having just ar-
rived via Amtrak. You could feel the excite-
ment in the air.

Around 8 a.m. the clerk of the Supreme 
Court walked between the two lines and 
greeted everyone with a warm and friendly 
smile, thanking everyone for their patience 
and welcoming them to the United States 
Supreme Court. “We will be opening up 
soon for everyone as I know it is cold out 
here and we have a large crowd to try and 
get inside,” he stated.

At 8:30 a.m. our line began moving to-
wards the entrance door. I got in!

At 10 a.m. the sound of “Oyez, oyez” 
was chanted signaling the start of the term 
of the court and the justices entered tak-
ing their seats behind stacks of briefs filed 

in advance of the day’s oral argu-
ments.

We all listened intently as 

—continued on page 22
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the first of the two same-sex marriage cas-
es, Hollingsworth v. Perry, the appeal from 
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals (the Prop 8 
case) was called from the docket.

Within seconds the justices interrupted 
and began asking the attorney about stand-
ing. Standing is the legal ability to bring an 
action in Court. In the Perry case, the Su-
preme Court of California initially ruled that 
marriage between two individuals of the 
same sex must be permitted in California 
and marriage licenses to same sex couples 
commenced. Five individuals unhappy with 
the court’s decision petitioned for a ballot 
initiative known as Prop 8, which ultimately 
was passed by the voters. A legal chal-
lenge to Prop 8 was initiated in the Federal 
District Court for the District of California 
where Judge Vaughn held that Prop 8 was 
unconstitutional and struck down the mea-
sure. An appeal to the 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals followed which led ultimately to 
the Supreme Court.

California’s governor and attorney gen-

eral refused to defend Prop 8 as they too 
felt it was unconstitutional and the five in-
dividuals brought the appeal.

The court next turned to the merits of 
the case as the opponents of Prop 8 ar-
gued that the Court should make a broad 
sweeping rul-
ing that would 
set up all states 
that have bans 
on same sex 
marriage as un-
const i tut ional , 
thus paving the 
way for national 
marriage recog-
nition in all 50 
states.

Oral argu-
ments before 
the Supreme 
Court give 
the justices a 
chance to test 
h y p o t h e t i c a l 
situations, clar-
ify a position, 
and challenge the position of the parties. 
Justice Kennedy stated “...there is an im-
mediate legal injury... or what could be a 
legal injury, that that’s the voice of these 
children. There are some 40,000 children 
in California... that live with same-sex par-
ents, and they want their parents to have 
full recognition and full status. The voice 
of those children is important in this case, 
don’t you think?”

The conservative justice, Antonin Scal-
ia, questioned whether or not we know what 
harm can be done as “there is no scientific 
answer to that question at this point in time.” 

Justices Kagan, Sotomayor, and Gins-
berg, retorted against the arguments that 
marriage was for “responsible procreation” 
and pointed out that many opposite-sex 
couples get married and are unable to have 
children. Justice Kagan further stated, “if 
both the woman and the man are over the 
age of 55, there are not a lot of children 
coming out of that marriage.”

At the conclusion of the arguments, we 
turned to one another guessing how the ul-
timate vote would be taken.

The next day, at 10 a.m. the united 
States v. Windsor case was called. Edith 
Windsor, an 83-year-old widow living in 
New York, lost her same-sex spouse of 45 
years, after having been married in Canada 
a few years prior. While still grieving for her 
loss, the IRS sent her a bill for $363,000 
representing the amount she owed for fed-
eral estate tax, citing the Defense of Mar-
riage Act (DOMA) as the basis for its non-
recognition of her marriage.

EyEWitNESS tO SuprEME 
cOurt hiStOry

– continued from page 1 

She went to federal court and chal-
lenged DOMA on equal protection grounds, 
as she was being treated differently than a 
New York opposite sex married couple sim-
ply because she was married to a woman. 
She won on the federal level and at the 

2nd Circuit Court of 
Appeals. The fed-
eral government and 
Ms. Windsor both 
appealed to the Su-
preme Court for re-
view. 

As arguments 
began, an unprec-
edented 50 minutes 
were allocated to 
the issue of stand-
ing in this case as 
well. Here, both the 
Obama administra-
tion and attorney 
general refused to 
defend the case, and 
the House of Repre-
sentatives of Con-
gress through it’s 

Bipartisan Legal Advocacy Group (BLAG) 
stepped in to make the case for why DOMA 
was and should remain constitutional.

Turning to the merits of the case, the 
justices once again jumped in and chal-
lenged the attorneys during argument about 
their position. During these arguments we 
had a clearer sense that a majority of the 
justices recognized an injustice had been 
done as DOMA clearly treated one class 
of people different than another class. Jus-
tice Kennedy: “Well it applies to over, what, 
1,100 Federal laws, I think we are saying.... 
But when it has 1,100 laws, which in our 
society means that the Federal government 
is intertwined with the citizens’ day-to-day 
life.”

The Court is expected to render its 
decision sometime in June of this year. 
Many scholars are making their predic-
tions: DOMA declared unconstitutional 
having greater odds over Prop 8 expand-
ing marriage nationwide. With public opin-
ion shifting well above 50 percent in favor 
of same-sex marriages across the country, 
the ultimate decision may not lie in the Su-
preme Court, but rather through state-by-
state challenges.

Here in Maryland we need DOMA 
struck down as it impacts the very fabric of 
our lives including but not limited to Social 
Security, immigration, pension benefits, 
workers compensation, bankruptcy, health 
insurance, and taxes.

Having full marriage equality on both a 
state and federal level will come. My hope 
it is sooner rather than later. t
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In 2006, Dr. Siegel initi-
ated the Chesapeake Urol-
ogy Associates Scholarship 
Fund in conjunction with 
the Central Scholarship 
Bureau to provide scholar-
ship assistance to full-time 
students pursuing degrees 
in medicine, nursing and an-
cillary health fields. He also 
established the Chesapeake 
Urology Associates/AUA 
Foundation Research Schol-
ar program to fund urology 
research. In 2007, he led 
the formation of the Great 
Prostate Cancer Challenge 
(GPCC) to raise money 

and awareness for prostate cancer research 
and to provide prostate cancer screenings to 
those in need. The GPCC is the only physi-
cian-led program of its kind in the country.

Dr. Siegel practices general urology 
and his specialties include erectile dys-
function, vasectomy, and benign prostate 
disease. 

For more information, visit ptbalto.org 
or call 443-849-5228. t

Dr. Sanford J. Siegel of 
Chesapeake Urology As-
sociates will be the guest 
speaker at the Prime Tim-
ers regular monthly meeting 
on April 14. Prime Timers of 
Baltimore is a social/support 
club for mature gay and bi-
sexual men and young men 
who enjoy the company of 
older men. 

The meeting will take 
place at 6 p.m. at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church, St. Paul 
& 20th Streets in Baltimore. 
Dr. Siegel of Chesapeake 
Urology Associates will dis-
cuss urological issues of 
concern for gay men. 

Dr. Siegel is concurrently a partner with 
Chesapeake Urology and its President and 
CEO. He has been in private practice urol-
ogy in the Baltimore area for more than 25 
years. As president of Chesapeake Urol-
ogy, he has built the practice into one of 
the country’s largest and highest quality 
urology practices, and the largest in the 
Mid-Atlantic Region.

Urologist to Speak at Prime Timers Meeting

As part of the Baltimore Jew-
ish Community Center’s (JCC) 
25th anniversary celebration 
of the William and Irene Wein-
berg Baltimore Jewish Film 
Festival, the Israeli film melt-
ing away will be presented on 
April 25, 7:30 p.m. at the Gor-
don Center for Performing Arts 
(3506 Gwynnbrook Avenue, 
Owings Mills).

Hen Yanni, the film’s lead 
actress, and transgender ac-
tivist Dr. Dana Beyer will be 
guest speakers.

The movie’s plot begins 
with Assaf’s parents’ discov-
ering women’s clothing under 
his mattress, and the teen is 
forced to move out. Assaf be-
comes a woman, Anna, singing at gay bars 
in Tel Aviv at night and pretending to be a 
nurse by day. Anna’s mother searches for 
her “son” after her husband is diagnosed 
with terminal cancer. 

melting away is a 2012 Israeli drama 
film written by Billy Ben-Moshe and direct-
ed by Doron Eran, starring Hen Yanni in 
the lead role. For the first time in Israeli 

Transgender Actress Featured at Film Festival

Anna

Dr. Sanford J. Siegel
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cinema, a feature film 
portrays parents who 
are learning to deal 
with a transgender 
child. The film is pre-
sented in Hebrew with 
English subtitles. 

Tickets are $10 
and are available in 
advance at both the 
Rosenbloom Ow-
ings Mills JCC and 
the Weinberg Park 
Heights JCC ca-
shier’s desks or $12 
at the door. An wine 
and cheese reception 
will take place prior to 
the film at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Gordon Center 

lobby. The reception is free but a $5 dona-
tion is requested.

The Jewish Community Center is an 
educational, cultural and recreational 
agency supported by the Associated: Jew-
ish Community Federation of Baltimore. 
For more information, contact Sara Shvar-
tzman at sshvartzman@jcc.org or Balti-
morejff.com. t
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and Information Center is a step in the right 
direction for the GLCCB and for the LGBT 
community. This resource will be vital to 

broadening the pub-
lic’s knowledge of 
Baltimore and Mary-
land services includ-
ing the resources 
that the GLCCB pro-
vides already. This is 
a first step of many 
in the programs, ser-
vices and resources 
that the GLCCB will 
be unveiling as part 
of our strategic plan.”

Staff and volun-
teers will be on hand 
to direct visitors and 
callers to support 
services and com-
munity resources as 
well as provide infor-
mation on local Balti-

more businesses and social events.
Book donations are welcome during 

business hours. Those interested in volun-
teering should visit GLCCB.org. t

On April 1 the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transgender Community Center of Balti-
more and Maryland (GLCCB) opened its 
ground-floor to the 
public as a welcome, 
information, and 
drop-in center. The 
space will be open 
from 12 to 6 p.m. on 
Mondays, Wednes-
days, Thursdays, and 
Fridays; and from 12 
to 3 p.m. on Tues-
days.

This space will 
house a modern com-
puter lab and a free 
bookstore with thou-
sands of mostly LG-
BT-themed books. We 
encourage the com-
munity to come by, 
take a break, read a 
book, do school work, 
or use the internet and wi-fi in a welcoming 
environment.

Matthew Thorn, interim executive di-
rector, said in a statement, “The Welcome 

GLCCB Launches Welcome Center

Chase Brexton Health Services opened 
its second location in Howard County on 
Tuesday, April 2.  Partnering with Way Sta-
tion, an affiliate of Sheppard Pratt, Chase 
Brexton will offer primary medical care ser-
vices to Way Station’s behavioral health 
patients.

“Ultimately, our mission is to improve 
health outcomes in our communities. And 
to do so, it’s imperative that we create in-
novative ways individu-
als in need can access 
care,” noted Chase 
Brexton CEO Richard 
Larison. “Partnering 
with Way Station to 
bring medical care di-
rectly to its patients is 
a natural fit and really 
will enable both organi-
zations to achieve healthier communities.”

The partnership between Chase Brex-
ton and Way Station is part of a Statewide 
Health Home Pilot, a nationally renowned 
clinical model Way Station is implementing 
in Maryland to significantly improve health 
outcomes and enhance the quality of life of 
its patients.  

“We chose to partner with Chase Brex-
ton because we know they have unparal-

Chase Brexton Opens Doors at Way Station
leled excellence in the care they deliver 
and are committed to providing services 
to individuals with a diversity of needs,” 
said Way Station’s executive Scott Rose.  
“We know they will take great care of the 
people we serve.”

The goals of the project are to increase 
access to primary health care services, 
enhance quality of care through better 
integration between primary care and be-

havioral health ser-
vices, increase client 
participation in man-
aging their physical 
and psychiatric con-
ditions, and reduce 
medical costs. 

Founded in 1978 
as a volunteer-run 
health center, Chase 

Brexton Health Services has expanded to 
meet the needs of Marylanders. Providing 
a range of clinical services from primary 
medical care to behavioral health services 
to pharmacy, among others, Chase Brex-
ton currently operates six centers located 
in Baltimore City, Baltimore County, How-
ard County, and Talbot County. t

For more info browse to chaseBrexton.
org.

“Partnering with 
Way Station to bring 
medical care directly 

to its patients is a 
natural fit.”
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Anal cancer in men 
may be on the rise 
in the U.S 

New york, New york – The number of 
people in the U.S. with anal cancer has 
tripled since the 1970s, according to a new 
study that suggests rates of detection in 

high-risk groups 
may partly explain 
the rise in cases. A 
U.S. cancer data-
base search found 
that the rate of anal 
cancers went from 
approximately one 
person per 100,000 
between 1973 and 
1996 to three peo-
ple per 100,000 
between 1997 and 

2009. Although both sexes saw an in-
crease in anal cancers, the rate for men 
jumped most dramatically – from one in ev-
ery 100,000 men to three in every 100,000. 
That compared to the women’s rate, which 
rose from 1.4 in every 100,000 women to 
about 2.4 in every 100,000.

According to the team’s report in the 
Journal of Clinical Oncology, a majority of 
people with HIV also have persistent hu-
man papillomavirus (HPV) infections. The 
sexually-transmitted virus is somewhat 
less widespread in HIV-negative individu-
als, whose immune systems may eventu-
ally clear HPV infections from the body. 

ness in same-sex marriage. Gay couples 
would return to their home states and 
those states would probably decline to rec-
ognize those out-of-state marriages, and 
deny them state-level marriage benefits. 
The result would be couples who are both 
married and unmarried for purposes of the 
same tax returns, mortgages and hospital 
visits. 

Some scenarios are downright funny. 
Suppose I married someone of the same 
sex in New York and that marriage wasn’t 
recognized in Pennsylvania. If I then de-
cided to marry someone of the opposite 
sex in Pennsylvania, the state would pre-
sumably recognize that marriage while 
New York recognized my previous one. 
And both marriages would be recognized 
by the federal government, which would 
treat me as a lawful bigamist. The fed-
eral government couldn’t easily get out of 
this bind by saying it only recognized one 
valid marriage at a time, because in this 
scenario the court would have announced 
that the definition of marriage was funda-
mentally up to states. Recognizing only the 
New York marriage would violate Pennsyl-
vania’s right to ignore the New York deci-
sion. It would be easier just to do the right 
thing. Here’s hoping Anthony Kennedy 
sees it that way. (Bloomberg News – Noah 
Feldman at http://www.bloomberg.com/
news/2013-03-28/moderate-path-on-gay-
marriage-could-be-disaster.html

MA school won’t 
cancel biblical play 
with gay roles 
South hadley, Massachusetts – The 
head of a western Massachusetts charter 
school says a student production of a play 
that retells the biblical story of Genesis 
with gay characters will go on as planned 
despite objections from some who say it’s 
offensive to Christians. The Pioneer Val-
ley Performing Arts Public Charter School 
serves 400 students in grades 7 to 12 from 
more than 60 towns.

Scott Goldman of the Pioneer Valley 
Performing Arts Public Charter School 
said in a letter to parents that the school 
has received email petitions and phone 
calls describing Paul Rudnick’s 1998 com-
edy “The Most Fabulous Story Ever Told” 
as “blasphemous and hateful.” The daily 
Hampshire Gazette reports that the South 
Hadley school has been urged to cancel 
the shows scheduled to be performed later 
this month, and some of the messages say 

compiled by Jim Becker

Cautious DOMA 
decision will lead 
to absurd results
Washington, D.c. – Conventional wisdom 
formed quickly this week after oral argu-
ments in the two same-sex marriage cases 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. The gist is 
that the court would duck the fundamental 
question of whether the Constitution guar-
antees everyone the right to marry – im-

plied in the California Proposition 8 case 
– and strike down the Federal Defense of 
Marriage Act on the limited ground that it 
interferes with states’ rights. Justice An-
thony Kennedy, the perennial swing voter, 
might well prefer some gradual way, but 
the problem with this gradual strategy en-
visioned by court observers and attributed 
to Kennedy is that it would create anom-
alies leading to a nightmarish barrage of 
new litigation.

To understand the mess that would re-
sult if the court struck down DOMA with-
out finding a general right to same-sex 
marriage, consider what would happen if 
the federal government recognized mar-
riages performed in states that allow gay 
couples to marry while continuing to deny 
marital status to couples in other states. 
In the first, most optimistic scenario, one 
or several marriage-friendly states might 
allow anyone from any state to get mar-
ried there, creating a Las Vegas-style busi-

they will try to organize protests through lo-
cal churches. “In allowing this attack on the 
Mother of God through the play `The Most 
Fabulous Story Ever Told,’ you offend the 
religious faith of tens of millions of Catholic 
and other Christian Americans,” the peti-
tion language reads. “There is no excuse 
or reason for this blasphemy.” Goldman 
said most of the criticism appears to be 
from out of state.

The play is consistent with the school’s 
philosophy and appropriate for a high 
school audience, Goldman wrote. “Is it 
the role of public school to facilitate an ex-
change of ideas on the themes explored in 
this particular play?” Goldman wrote. “This 
is an excellent question, with answers that 
I imagine will be debated in what I hope 
will be climate of civility, and a desire to 
understand others’ viewpoints.” The play 
has met with objections many times. (Bay 
Windows, the associated Press and daily 
Hampshire Gazette at Baywindows.com)

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

HPV is linked to the development of cer-
vical cancers and of anal cancer. Eight of 
every 10 anal squamous cell carcinomas 
are caused by HPV. “

Dr. Robert Cima, a surgeon in the de-
partment of colon and rectal surgery at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, said 
that could also mean the number of squa-
mous cell carcinomas did not change that 
much in people without HIV or weakened 
immune systems. “It does show up, but 
certainly a patient without risk factors is 
at very low risk for developing this kind of 
cancer, and a blanket screening program 
across the country for all patients would not 
be a useful approach,” said Cima, who was 
not involved in the new study. However, he 
said, when people who fall into those high-
risk groups notice changes, they should 
get checked by a doctor who specializes 
in identifying and treating those cancers. 
(reuters.com at http://www.reuters.com/
article/2013/03/22/us-anal-csncer-iduSBr
e92l16820130322?feedName=outloudFe
ed&feedtype=rSS)
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European parliament worries about porn

Petition opposes 
naming highway 
after Bush II
Austin, texas – State Rep. Dan Branch, 
R-Dallas, has introduced a measure in the 
Texas House to change the name of North 
Central Expressway to George W. Bush 
Expressway. Aside from it being confus-
ing (George H.W. Bush Expressway already 
crosses North Central in Plano), a petition to 
stop the bill mentions preemptive wars, tor-
ture, corporate welfare and more as reasons 
to not name the road after him. The road is 
named after the North Central Railroad that 
followed the route from Downtown Dallas be-
fore the original highway was built in the late 
1940s.

On April 25, the George W. Bush Library 
opens at Southern Methodist University. As 
happened during the groundbreaking, a pro-
test is planned during the ribbon cutting. Ac-
cording to the Huffington Post, protesters will 
be demanding Bush be held accountable for 
war crimes, crimes against humanity and vio-
lations of U.S. and international law.

More than 15,000 people have already 
signed the petition on SignOn.org to stop the 
renaming of Central Expressway. The text of 
the petition against renaming Central reads in 
part: “...House Bill 3520... would rename sev-
en miles of US 75, or Central Expressway, in 
honor of George W Bush. Central is the main 
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artery from downtown to the suburbs, named 
after the former railroad line that ran between 
downtown... To rename this historic stretch of 
road after a president who has done little if 
anything significant for this city ignores our 
local history and compromises our integrity. 
This is to say nothing of the pre-emptive wars, 
tortures, bailouts, corporate welfare, laws that 
invade our privacy, etc. that were the hall-
marks of his eight years in office, W may live 
here now, but he does not represent our fair 
city. Sign this petition to preserve our cultural 
history and keep Central Expressway. (dallas 
Voice at dallasvoice.com)

Jury awards $13 
million to gay man 
wrongly jailed
cleveland, Ohio – A gay man, exonerated 
in 2011 after being imprisoned 11 years 
for the murder of an elderly woman, won a 
$13 million award from a federal jury. Da-
vid Ayers was working as a security guard 
for the Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing 
Authority in 1999 when Dorothy Brown, 
76, was found in a pool of blood, beaten 
to death in her apartment. She was naked 
from the waist down, her blouse had been 
pulled up, and there were pubic hairs in 
her mouth. 

Police, however, believed Ayers did it; 
he had been in the apartment earlier in the 
evening after receiving a call from Brown 
saying she had fallen and could not get 
herself up off of the floor. Ayers got a key 
for the apartment from a lock box under 
camera surveillance and helped her. Now-
retired Cleveland detectives Denise Ko-
vach and Michael Cipo said during Ayers’ 
trial that there was no footage of him going 
to the lock box to get the key to Brown’s 
apartment. The detectives accused Ayers 
of lying about the footage. They also said a 
“jailhouse snitch” got him to implicate him-
self in the crime, although Ayers said he 

never spoke to the informant about it. An 
appellate court ruled that the informant’s 
testimony was inadmissible, since he was 
working with police and Ayers should have 
been allowed to have his attorney present. 

In 2008, the case came to the atten-
tion of the Ohio Innocence Project, and 
DNA testing on the pubic hairs proved they 
were not from Ayers. Investigators blamed 
them on the messiness in Brown’s apart-
ment. Despite knowing that he was un-
likely to have sexually assaulted Brown, 
Kovach and Cipo were accused of doing 
everything in their power to railroad him, 
and jurors noted that during deliberations 
in the civil rights case. Ayers’ $13.2 million 
jury award is the largest LGBT-related civil 
rights award in the country’s history. (Gay 
People’s chronicle – anthony Glassman at 
Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

David Ayers – wrongly convicted gay man

Queer Prom at AZ 
State to help LGBT 
students
phoenix, AZ – A Hollywood-themed prom 
will give LGBT high school and college 
students the opportunity to feel free to ex-
press who they are as they walk down the 
red carpet. Queer Prom: OUT on the Red 
Carpet will be April 5 at Arizona State Uni-
versity’s Secret Garden. About 100 youth 
are expected to attend, including students 
from ASU, Mesa Community College and 
area high schools. 

“It’s aimed toward queer people in 
the Valley,” said organizer Jess Jordan. “I 
think it’s really important to have a prom 
they can go to where they know they’re ac-
cepted.” 

The event is an opportunity for high 
school students to learn about university 
organizations, according to Danny Zamo-
ra, president of the ASU LGBTQ Coalition, 
one of the groups sponsoring the event. 
“High school students are essentially the 
future of the university,” Zamora said. 
“With this event, students who come to 
ASU will be able to find the support group 
that they need.” “All the queer organiza-
tions are coming together,” Jordan said. 
“This is a really exciting time. ...”I was 
homeschooled, so my first prom experi-
ence was a queer prom,” he said. “I really 
wanted to bring it back for my senior year.” 
•Highlights will include a photo booth, a DJ, 
a dance competition and food. The prom 
if free, but donations will be accepted to 
benefit Gay, Lesbian and Straight Educa-
tion Network  t (echo magazine – robert 
Soares at echomag.com)
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By J.J.L. BrOOkS
photos by dale Gish
On Sunday, March 10, The Club and Fair-
ness West Virginia joined forces to hold 
its first charity fundraiser at the recently 
opened gay-owned multi-plex venue located 
just outside of Martinsburg.

FairnessWV is a Non-Profit Organization 
that is seeking the inclusion of homosexual-
ity in the Employment & Housing Non-Dis-
crimination Act now pending in the West Vir-
ginia legislature. 

The event consisted of a silent 
auction of donated items from many 

individuals and businesses from throughout 
the four-state area. The most valuable of-
fering was a seven-day vacation getaway in 
Washington state from an out-of-state donor. 
The vacation package held a valued amount 
of $3000 and went for a winning bid of $500. 
Many other items, such as an antique school 
desk and an “official special edition movie 
theatre poster” from the recent movie oz 
went to the highest bidder for $350.

The function which was organized and 
planned by Joe Merceruio and Scott Jar-

rell of FairnessWV, while J.J.L. Brooks of 
The Club worked on the event. None of this 
would have been possible without the do-
nation of the use of the venue and staff by 
owner Coby Myers. 

Attendees were dazzled by an array of 
live entertainment including female illusion-
ists to live vocalists. 

All entertainers donated their time, tal-
ent, and tips to the day’s fundraisings. The 
day’s tally was $4550. 

The Club and FairnessWV want to send 
a personal thanks to everyone who contrib-
uted to the event’s success. t

Fairness West Virginia: First Steps

A LGBT WV First Charity Event
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BAR GUIDE
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431                                                                                                                      
www.club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 608 W. Lexington St.

410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W Read St.

410-225-3100

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Ave. 

410-539-6965410-539-6965

HIPPO
 1 West Eager St.

410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

Grand Central
1001-1003 N. Charles St

410-752-7133410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

Jays on Read
225 W. Read Street

410-225-0188

Leon’s 
870 Park Ave

410-539-4993410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Rd
410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe 
Gallery

1816 North Charles Street
410-625-6440410-625-6440

www.stationnortharts.com

The Lodge Lounge & Dance 
Club

21614 National Pike
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

The Quest
3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617

The Rowan Tree
1633 S. Charles Street

410-468-0550410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

Triple LLL
227 W. Chase Street

410-539-4806

PW's Sports Bar & Grill 
9855 Washington Blvd. N. Suite N

LauLaurel, MD 20723
301-498-4840                                                                                                                               

www.pwsplace.com

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

Stallions 
706 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060                                                                                                                (717)232-3060                                                                                                                

www.stallionsclub.com  

 Bar 704 
704 N 3rd St

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)234-4228

Liquid 891 Inc 
891 Eisenh891 Eisenhower Blvd

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590                                                                                                                            

www.liquid891.com

The Brownstone Lounge        
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102-1714
717-234-7009717-234-7009

SPRING GROVE, PENNSYLVANIA

Altland's RancH
8505 Orchard Rd

Spring Grove, PA  17362
717-225-4479

MARTINSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA 

The Club
5268 Williamsport Pike              
Martinsburg, WV  25404 

304-274-6080

REHOBOTH BEACH, DELAWARE

Big Sissies Bar & GrillBig Sissies Bar & Grill 
37385 Rehoboth Ave

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-226-7600

Frogg Pond
3 S. 1st St

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-227-2234302-227-2234

Double L
622 Rehoboth Ave

Rehoboth Beach, DE  19971
302-227-0818

 Blue Moon 
35 Baltimore Ave 

RRehoboth Beach, DE 
302-227-6515 

www.bluemoonrehoboth.com

 Cloud9 
234 Rehoboth Avenue 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-226-1999 

 The Purple  The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-226-1139

 
Rigby’s Bar & Grill

404 Rehoboth Avenue 
RRehoboth Beach, DE 19971 

302-227-6080 
www.rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Ave 

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948 

wwwww.iguanagrill.com
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U.S. Sen. Bob Casey, who has faced 
mounting pressure in recent days to join 
the rapidly growing number of marriage-
equality supporters, announced today that 
he now is in favor of the repeal of the De-
fense of Marriage Act – and full mar-
riage rights for same-sex couples. 
“After much deliberation and after 
reviewing the legal, public policy 
and civil-rights questions present-
ed, I support marriage equality 
for same-sex couples and believe 
that DOMA should be repealed,” 
Casey said in a statement re-
leased to PGN Monday afternoon. 
Casey previously backed civil unions 
for same-sex couples and has said 
he opposes constitutional bans on 
same-sex marriage. He has sup-
ported pro-LGBT measures such as 
the Employment Nondiscrimination 
Act and the repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” 
Casey said this week that he began to 
reassess his position on marriage equal-
ity in 2011 when the Respect for Mar-
riage Act, which would lift DOMA, was in-
troduced for the first time in the Senate. 
“I began to focus on the issue of 
same-sex marriage much more in-
tensely than I had before,” he said. 
Part of that process included consider-
ing feedback from LGBT Pennsylva-

nians and their families, Casey said. 
“These stories had a substantial impact 
on my position on this issue,” the sena-
tor said. “If two people of the same sex 
fall in love and want to marry, why would 

our government stand in 
their way? At a time when 
many Americans lament 
a lack of commitment in 
our society between mar-
ried men and women, why 
would we want less com-
mitment and fewer strong 
marriages? If two people 
of the same sex want to 
raise children, why would 
our government prevent 
them from doing so, es-
pecially when so many 
children have only one 
parent or none at all?” 

Casey referenced one lesbian wom-
an from Southeastern Pennsylvania 
who contacted him, detailing the fi-
nancial and societal setbacks she, her 
partner and their children have faced 
from being denied the right to marry. 
“As a senator and as a citizen, I can no 
longer in good conscience take a position 
that denies her and her family the full mea-
sure of equality and respect,” Casey said. 
Efforts to press the senator on his posi-
tion ramped up last week as the U.S. 
Supreme Court held hearings on a chal-
lenge to DOMA and to California’s ban 
on same-sex marriage. A number of other 
senators announced they had evolved on 
marriage equality in the past few days. 
Last week, Equality Pennsylvania, 
Keystone Progress, and MoveOn.org 
launched a major push to get Casey on 
board, which backers said generated 
more than 10,000 phone calls, emails and 
letters from Pennsylvanians urging the 
senator to support marriage equality.

Casey, a Catholic, acknowledged 
that his new position may not be univer-
sally applauded – but said the issue of 
equality should be one that people of all 
parties and background can support. 
“I understand that many Americans of good 
will have strong feelings on both sides of 
this issue,” he said. “I believe elected pub-
lic officials have an abiding obligation to 
refrain from demonizing and dividing peo-
ple for partisan or political gain. Rather, 
Democrats, and Republicans should come 
together and find areas of agreement to do 
what’s best for the country, including les-
bian and gay Americans.” t

kEyStONE StAtE

Casey Backs Marriage 
Equality, DOMA Repeal

Sen. Bob casey

you may be a silent carrier) if he got it from 
someone else, or if he has had it for a long 
time and is just now developing symptoms. 
All these possibilities are equally likely.

testing – To make this situation more 
confusing, there is no test for HPV in men, 
so male silent carriers cannot be identified. 
This is part of the reason why the doctor 
diagnosed your partner without doing a 
test- there is no test available. There is 
a cervical HPV test that can be done on 
women, but it is not generally recommend-
ed because there is no treatment available 
if it’s positive. Another reason for not doing 
a test (if one were available) is that clinical 
diagnosis of HPV is quite accurate, espe-
cially if the diagnosis is made by a clini-
cian experienced with the disease. Even 
in today’s high-tech medical environment, 
there are still many diseases in which the 
diagnosis is based on the physical exam 
and the history. 

hpV and cancer – For most people, 
the immune system can successfully fight 
off HPV.  HPV will usually go away by it-
self within two years without causing se-
rious health problems. Many people be-
come infected and clear the virus without 
ever knowing they are infected. There is 
no reason to remove warts unless they 
are causing discomfort or becoming very 
large. Removing the wart does not get rid 
of the virus. By the time the wart is visible, 
the virus has already spread to other areas 
of the skin. There is no way to diagnose or 
locate the virus in an area of skin before 
warts appear. 

It’s true that Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) causes penis cancer. It also causes 
most cases of cervical cancer.  HPV also 
causes most vulvar, vaginal, and anal can-
cers, and some head and neck (oropha-
ryngeal) cancers. Each year, more than 
20,000 HPV-associated cancers occur in 
women; cervical cancer is the most com-
mon. More than 11,000 HPV-associated 
cancers occur each year in men; mouth 
and throat cancers are the most common.

treatment – There are several differ-
ent treatments for genital warts. All are 
based on the principle of counter-irritation. 
This means that the medicine causes irri-
tation, which stimulates the immune sys-
tem to attack and break down the wart. In 
the past, counter-irritants like podophylline 
were applied in doctors’ offices. Now, a 
prescription medication, imiquimod cream, 
is the main treatment in use. The patient 
applies it twice a week to all warts. With-
out insurance, it costs about $10/dose, or 
$90/month.  It is generally effective if you 
apply it over a long enough time. 

Prevention – There are two vaccines 
currently available to prevent infection 

Dear Dr. Eva,
My boyfriend developed what looks like 

a small wart on the head of his penis. He 
wasn’t worried about it, but I dragged him 
to the doctor, who said he had  HPV. He 
didn’t do any tests at all, just looked at it. 
He said it was a common thing and proba-
bly will go away by itself, but to come back 
if it doesn’t.

Can a doctor really make a serious 
diagnosis like HPV without doing any 
tests? Since HPV can cause penis can-
cer, shouldn’t the infected area have been 
removed?  And how do I protect myself? 
We hate condoms – is there anything else 
I can do to keep from being infected? What 
about the vaccine?

One more thing. This is a sexual in-
fection, which to me says my boyfriend is 
seeing someone else. The doctor said that 
isn’t necessarily true, and that he could 
have been carrying the virus for years 
without any signs.  That just doesn’t seem 
reasonable to me.

Can you straighten this out for us? It is 
really taking a  toll on our relationship.

Joey
 

Dear Joey,
Lots of good questions! Unfortunately 

they don’t all have good answers. Let’s talk 
first about your concern about your part-
ner’s faithfulness. Definitions: HPV means 
Human Papilloma Virus, the virus that 
causes genital warts and some cancers.

Infidelity? HPV virus acts in ways that 
don’t seem logical to people. (If we were 
viruses, maybe we’d understand.) Many 
of these oddities, such the fact that the in-
fection can live inactively in the body for 
years then suddenly become active, are 
seen in other viral infections such as her-
pes. There are silent carriers, people who 
have never had any signs of infection but 
are still infectious to others. There is also 
silent transmission: a silent carrier passes 
an infection to a lover, the lover devel-
ops symptoms, and then the silent carrier 
thinks the person s/he infected has been 
unfaithful. 

If you are still with me here, you can 
see that there is no way to know if you 
gave this infection to your lover (because 

quALity OF LiFE // HEALTH & WELLNESS 

HPV Puzzles

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

with HPV. Gardasil is the brand name 
of the vaccine which prevents both the 
cancer-causing and wart-causing strains 
of the virus. If you have insurance, the 
vaccine may be covered up to age 26. If 
you are over 26 or uninsured, the cost is 
$130/dose. Three doses are required over 
6 months, costing $390 total for the vac-
cine plus doctor’s office fees to give the 
injection. If you are financially able to do it, 
this is a good investment.

Finally, please take another look at 
good old condoms. Condoms are your 
friend! They are inexpensive, easily avail-
able without prescription, and will protect 
you not just against HPV, but also against 
HIV, syphilis, gonorrhea, herpes, and 
more! If you write me back and tell me 
what it is you don’t like about condoms, I 
will gladly try come up with a solution to it. 
Condoms save lives – maybe yours. t

eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physi-
cian. Send your comments and questions 
to her by email at dreva@baltimoreout-
loud.com
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filiation except those from rural areas 
and those between the ages of 50 to 64. 
Blue-collar workers represent the largest 
increase in support.

African-Americans, long seen as a 
group that had not supported marriage 
equality, increased their support by 19% 
since 2009 alone. Analysts credit Obama’s 
change in his position on the subject as a 
significant contributor to the shift.

Moreover, young adults who will be 
playing a larger role in elections and are 
overwhelmingly supportive, will be replac-
ing the older generation as they leave us. 
But even though folks over 65 do not favor 
same-sex marriage (37% to 54%), their 
support has increased substantially since 
2004 (16% to 80%). 

The justices’ votes have already been 
tabulated, and their rulings will be an-
nounced in June. As most of the LGBT 
community will be celebrating Pride that 
month, the announcement will be eagerly 
anticipated. 

The justices would be wise to consider 
the trends in public acceptance because if 
the rulings do not unequivocally confer the 
same legal rights, benefits and responsibil-
ities for all Americans, you can be sure the 
younger people will be back again knock-
ing on the Supreme Court’s door. For now, 
the ball’s in their court. t

and incremental and often lagging behind 
the social attitudes of the general public. 
Sweeping landmark cases are rare, and 
these two could (and should) have been 
among them. 

The punditry noted correctly that atti-
tudes on “gay marriage” shifted dramati-
cally since 2004 when Republicans used 
the issue as a wedge among Democratic 
voters. Indeed, according to a recent NBC 
/ Wall Street Journal poll, support for mar-
riage equality has increased in virtually 
every demographic, region and party af-

Ever since the passage and signing of the 
repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” the march 
towards LGBT equality has picked up in 
pace that would have been considered 
inconceivable just five years ago. Aside 
from the setback in this year’s Maryland 
General Assembly where comprehensive 
non-discrimination protections for trans 
folks failed to advance again, the rainbow 
path recently has been lined with victories.

This is especially true in the progress 
towards marriage 
equality. Following 
President Obama’s 
announced support 
for same-sex mar-
riage last spring, the 
tide has swung in 
earnest towards the 
seemingly improbable 
goal that gay and les-
bians in the U.S. will finally no longer be 
treated as second class citizens.

The apex of this momentum was 
reached on election night as voters in 
three states, including Maryland, chose 
marriage equality while a fourth beat back 
an attempted ban – developments that had 
never occurred before.

Most recently, March 26 and 27 be-
came another landmark period in LGBT 
history as two cases contesting the man-
ner gay and lesbian couples are treated 
with respect to marriage rights made it to 
the highest court in the land. Oral argu-
ments were heard by the nine justices of 
the U.S. Supreme Court that on the first 
day saw the challenge to California’s Prop 
8. 

Several hundred marriage equality ad-
vocates braved the cold temperatures and 
assembled in front of the Court in a color-
ful, raucous rally. Opponents were fewer 
in number but they attempted to drown out 
the pro-equality rally with a lot of noise, 
chanting their dwindling number of rational 
arguments against same-sex marriage.

While it is nearly impossible to pre-
dict what the Court will ultimately decide 
based on questioning during this phase, 

conventional wisdom 
imparted by legal ex-
perts indicate that the 
Court will either strike 
Prop 8 down or even 
more likely revert back 
to the lower court’s rul-
ing in that the measure 
is unconstitutional in 
California only. 

In that case, gay 
and lesbian couples in 
that state will again be 
able to marry. If that 
occurs, some 30 per-
cent of all U.S. same-
sex couples would 
then be living in states 
that legally allow such 
marriages with several 
more looming on the horizon. 

There will likely be no sweeping edict 
that would affect same-sex couples in the 
rest of the country. In other words, the 
Court is not likely to say in general terms 
that gays and lesbians have the legal right 
to marry, which is what marriage equality 

advocates had hoped 
for. The least likely 
scenario, however, is 
that the Court will up-
hold Prop 8.

The picture 
seemed brighter and 
somewhat clearer fol-
lowing arguments on 
the second day. The 

constitutionality of Section 3 of the De-
fense of Marriage Act or DOMA, which de-
nies over 1,100 federal benefits to legally 
married same-sex couples, was being 
questioned. At least five justices had key 
problems with DOMA’s purpose and con-
stitutionality. 

The case had been brought to this 
point by Edie Windsor, 83, who had to pay 
$363,000 in federal estate taxes after her 
spouse, Thea Spyer, died. Because Wind-
sor would have been eligible for an estate 
tax exemption had Spyer been a man, she 
argued that DOMA’s Section 3 violates 
her equal protection rights under the Fifth 
Amendment.

Again, it is not certain if the Court will 
grant eligibility for the 1,100 federal ben-
efits to same-sex couples that are legally 
married. Should that happen, it would con-
stitute a huge victory for those couples 
married in the nine states (including Mary-
land) plus D.C. Social Security survivors’ 
benefits and tax breaks would be among 
the major benefits if Section 3 of DOMA 
was struck down. And it could form a prec-
edent for future litigation.

The U.S. Supreme Court has a well-
deserved reputation for being plodding 

The Ball is in 
Their Court

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

“At least five 
justices had key 
problems with 

DOMA’s purpose and 
constitutionality.”

preemptive celebration
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I spent this past weekend at the Washing-
ton, D.C., Convention Center with my stu-
dents on the robotics team where they were 
in competition. As you can imagine it is very 
intense competing against 57 other teams 
from places as far away as Israel. And so 
my focus was on kids and robots and not me 
so much. And there was a price for my inat-
tentiveness. As I got to my car on Thursday 
night I realized I no longer had my iPad.

I fired up the “find my iPhone” app (It 
works to find any of your 
Apple paraphernalia). 
Found instantly, it was 
still in the Convention 
Center. So I headed 
back. And to my sur-
prise, I could not find 
it. A security officer told 
me somebody heard an 
iPad playing tones (I had 
turned them on remote-
ly) in a lounge not near 
where I had been. At this 
point it stopped reporting 
its position, so the power must have been 
turned off but I noted that its position in the 
Convention Center had moved – perhaps to 
the lost and found? I filed a report with the 
security guard and went home. 

When arriving home the iPad chirped in 
again, now it was in Southeast D.C. Not a 
good sign. I figured perhaps a Good Samari-
tan had picked it up and it might be returned 
to the convention center the next day. Nope. 
The next morning I called the D.C. Metro Po-
lice Department to tell them about the event, 
and that I had a street address for the lo-
cation of the property. They said they would 
send an officer to the Convention Center to 
take my statement. Mind you, being “sirred” 
on the call repeatedly even after identified 
myself as “Sharon” and telling them it’s 
“Ms.” (And no, I do not speak with a baritone 
voice). Six hours later and no officer, and by 
now the iPad had a new location, deeper in 
southeast D.C.

The next day (Saturday now) I called the 
DCPD again and asked if there was a way 
to file a report on the phone, as their officer 

was a no-show, and would they go and knock 
on a door. The response – I cannot help you 
“sir.” I got told, “We can only take a report.” 
And if you want something else you would 
need to personally go find a detective in the 
precinct for that area and he/she “might” help 
you. “No, you could not call them; they are 
busy people.” I was told it was do a report or 
visit, but not both. After more runaround I fi-
nally opted for the report. But to say they were 
helpful or even courteous would be stretch. 
Mind you this entire time my iPad would re-
port to the mother ship every 12-18 hours. 

In desperation I put the address of the 
reported location into the “I’m lost” mes-
sage on the screen of the iPad. Within 10 
minutes I suddenly had a call from “A.J.” on 
a DC area code. He had my iPad and was 
interested in meeting to “return” it to me. Of 
course, he wanted me to come to southeast 
D.C. at 11p.m. to get it.

I think any Maryland suburbanite might 
be uncomfortable with that proposition. But I 
went along and agreed to meet at a gas sta-
tion near him that would be public and busy. 

I grabbed my 19-year-
old son for confidence 
and headed to D.C. 
And this is the point of 
my column this week: 
I was scared. More 
scared than I had 
been in some time. 
You see any woman 
would probably be 
so. But as a woman 
of trans history I was 
more so. 

I have noticed that 
my safety behavior has changed a lot since 
transition. I always wondered why women 
would get back into their car while pump-
ing gas. Now I do that too. And fear is why. I 
won’t walk places I used to without concern. 
That freedom has been taken away with the 
loss of much of what I enjoyed before transi-
tion. 

To conclude our story, the young man 
appeared at the gas station with the iPad in-
tact. He made no demand for a reward and I 
asked no questions. I offered him a modest 
reward which he took (without examination to 
amount). My hope would be that he learned 
that doing the right thing has rewards too. Of 
course, it could just be I scared him by post-
ing his address on the screen. It really does 
not matter. Oh, and as for the DCPD, thanks 
for nothing, I did your work for you, and if I 
find I am in the same situation again in the 
future I’ll likely not bother consulting you.

What really was driven home to me was 
how my world was so different, and yet I was 
able to overcome my fear and anger to have 
a peaceful outcome. t

Sorry I Cannot 
Help You

Rational
T-hought

Sharon Brackett

rAtiONAL t-hOuGht

“I suddenly had a 
call from ‘A.J.’ on a 
D.C. area code. He 
had my iPad and 
was interested in 

meeting to ‘return’ it 
to me.”
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thiNkiNG OutLOuD

By cyD ZEiGLEr
outsports.com
For years we’ve heard 
about the mythical com-
ing out of the “gay Jackie 
Robinson”: The first pub-
licly out male athlete in one 
of the big pro leagues. In 
one fell swoop he’s going 
to change the face of pro-
fessional sports and open 
the floodgates for other gay 
athletes, just like Robinson 
did for black players.

The problem is, the first 
out athlete won’t be the gay 
Jackie Robinson. He can’t be.

Robinson was a very particular man at 
a very particular time in history. When we 
talk about the “gay Jackie Robinson,” I’m 
afraid we diminish both of those pieces. 
In the process, we set a measuring stick 
so high we inadvertently push gay pro ath-
letes deeper in the closet.

Robinson first swung a bat in Major 
League Baseball in 1947. That was eight 
years before Rosa Parks sat in the “wrong” 
seat. It was 15 years before the University 
of Mississippi was forcibly de-segregated. 
The Civil Rights Act wasn’t signed until 
1964... eight years after Robinson retired. 

This was all after black people had 
been enslaved for centuries, prevented 
from voting, and even called three-fifths of 
a person in the U.S. Constitution. An entire 
movement – the Ku Klux Klan – was still 
active not in stopping them from marrying 
each other... but burning crosses on their 
lawns and hanging them from trees.

Gay people in today’s culture certainly 
face adversity. There’s too much bullying 
in schools, we can’t get married in most 
states, and in some places we can be fired 
for being LGBT. But when we have our first 
publicly out athlete, our civil rights move-
ment won’t be just starting like it was when 
Robinson took the field, it will be coming 
to an end.

Maybe if someone had come out in 
Major League Baseball in 1969, a week 
after the Stonewall Riots, some analogy 
could be drawn. Not today. When an ath-
lete comes out, it will be after the LGBT 
community has fought through most of this. 
Depending on the timing, even same-sex 
marriage may be a done deal. That’s a 
far cry from the environment black people 
faced in 1947.

While Robinson was the first black 

player to swing a bat in the 
Majors, the first out athlete 
won’t even be the first gay 
player to do so. At least two 
men – Glenn Burke and Billy 
Bean – will have beaten him 
to it. We also know of at 
least five gay NFL players 
and one-and-a-half gay NBA 
players (Dennis Rodman 
has to count for something).

Aside from this historical 
perspective is Jackie Robin-
son, the man.

When Mariano Rivera 
retires at the end of this 

season, we’ll never see another player 
wear number 42 full time in Major League 
Baseball; Robinson’s number was retired 
from Major League Baseball six years ago. 
It wasn’t just because Robinson was the 
first, it was because he was the first with a 
bullet. Not only was he a six-time All-Star, 
and a two-time NL stolen-bases leader, 
and an NL MVP, but he was – get this – 
Major League Baseball’s Rookie of the 
Year in 1947... the same year he was the 
first-ever black player in the league!

That would be like an NFL player com-
ing out of the closet and winning the league 
MVP award six months later.

When we make “first out male pro” syn-
onymous with the “gay Jackie Robinson,” 
I’m so afraid we push athletes deeper into 
the closet. It reduces Robinson to the color 
of his skin the way gay athletes are afraid 
they’ll be remembered for simply their sexu-
al orientation. We don’t know if the first out 
athlete will win batting or scoring titles. He 
might be a journeyman forward in the NBA 
or a second-string cornerback in the NFL. 
Being compared to the athletic prowess of a 
Jackie Robinson – it’s a lot of expectation for 
most athletes to live up to.

More importantly, we heap a world of 
pressure on the shoulders of that athlete. 
We talk about how he’s going to change 
the world, how he will be a transforma-
tional figure in the fight for LGBT equal-
ity. He’ll help stop teen suicide and slow 
the scourge of bullying. LGBT organiza-
tions are already positioning themselves 
to lock up a relationship with that player 
and make him their poster child. 

I’ve been a part of this hype. But I’ve 
come to realize... it’s not right. The first 
gay pro male athlete will be just that. May-
be he’ll be a future Hall of Famer, maybe 
not. Maybe he’ll want to speak out on 

The First Out Pro Won’t Be the 
Gay Jackie Robinson

By NicOLE BEttiS
Q. What does a lesbian bring to a sec-

ond date…?
A. A U-Haul truck.

Over the years I’ve heard quite a few “homo” 
jokes, and because I’m not easily offended, 
I’ve even enjoyed a good laugh here and 
there. However, I’m a firm believer that the 
bases of some jokes (no matter how taste-
less) are true. 

I’m not sure if it’s the instant connection 
women feel with each other or the inherent 
ability that we have to trust, but in my ex-
perience lesbians do have a tendency 
to move fast. In turn, they also 
perpetuate the stereotype 
that “gay people can’t have 
lasting relationships.”

Although there are sev-
eral advantages to moving in 
early, or u-hauling – such as 
spending more time together, 
greater intimacy, and the divi-
sion of expenses – there are 
many more potential hazards 
to consider. 

For one thing, early or immediate cohab-
itation doesn’t allow the couple to decipher 
love from infatuation. If, in fact, infatuation is 
the leading emotion behind the relationship, 
chances are when it wears off so will the de-
sire to be together (in any capacity). 

In addition, u-hauling prohibits women 
from knowing before hand if each other’s 
idiosyncrasies are tolerable in a joint living 
situation. Things that you may have found 
cute in the beginning – like her throwing her 
clothes on the floor just before she gets into 

bed – may become a huge source of frus-
tration for you once you two begin living to-
gether. 

The keys to avoiding these unnecessary 
problems are patience and communication. 
Take the time to get to know your partner. 
Ask her questions about her plans, goals, 
and interests – and open up to her about 
yours. Find out just how much you two have 
in common and build on that. 

Talk about your financial status and 
make sure that the decision to move in to-

g e t h e r 
i s n ’ t 
s imply 
for con-

v e -

nience because what’s convenient for one 
party may not be for the other. Discuss ideas 
about monogamy and religion, and even 
if it seems a bit trivial, talk with each other 
about pet peeves and routines, keeping in 
mind that conflicting opinions aren’t neces-
sarily “deal-breakers,” just opportunities for 
compromise. 

Also, try to spend leisure time together; 
going out is nice but try to relax with her in-
side as well. Get to know her in her element. 
You will be surprised what you’ll learn. 

Making an effort to get to know each oth-
er’s friends is another good idea. You don’t 
want that when you’re having dinner at home 
is the time you realize you can’t stand your 
girlfriend’s guest. 

After those things are out of the way, it 
is very important to express what your ex-
pectations of her are upon moving in and 
that you listen to her expectations of you. 
What are the rules of the house? What is our 
policy on overnight company? Do we have 
restriction on family visits? Not discussing 
these issues can often lead to constant ar-
guments, tension, hostility, breaking up, and 
even total loss of friendship. 

Living together is a big step in a relation-
ship and when done at the appropriate time it 
can prove to be a beautiful experience, one 
that brings a couple together in unimaginable 
ways. In contrast, when a couple moves too 
fast, it can destroy their entire foundation, 
making any of their future plans rickety. t

quALity OF LiFE // RELATIONSHIPS

equality, maybe not. Maybe he’ll volunteer 
his time at the Trevor Project, campaign 
for same-sex marriage rights and tear 
down homophobia across professional 
sports. 

Then again, maybe he’ll just be a guy 
who wants to catch touchdowns, shoot 
hoops, and live his life without any more 
fear.

We’ll never have a gay Jackie Rob-
inson. That time has passed. What we’ll 
have is a brave man who chooses some-
thing bigger for himself, someone who 
chooses to live his life in the open. He’ll 
be part of the conversation, but we can’t 
expect him to be what a black man was in 
baseball in 1947.

He won’t set anyone free except him-
self. That should be enough for all of us. t

Meet, Mingle, and Move On In

cyd Zeigler
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What is STRIBILD?

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used 
to treat HIV-1 in adults who have never 
taken HIV-1 medicines before. It combines 
4 medicines into 1 pill to be taken once a 
day with food. STRIBILD is a complete 
single-tablet regimen and should not be 
used with other HIV-1 medicines.

STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 infection 
or AIDS. To control HIV-1 infection and 
decrease HIV-related illnesses you must 
keep taking STRIBILD. Ask your healthcare 
provider if you have questions about how to 
reduce the risk of passing HIV-1 to others. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms 
to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or 
other items that have body fl uids on them. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY 
INFORMATION 
What is the most important 
information I should know about 
STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side 
effects:

•  Build-up of an acid in your blood 
(lactic acidosis), which is a serious 
medical emergency. Symptoms of lactic 
acidosis include feeling very weak or tired, 
unusual (not normal) muscle pain, trouble 
breathing, stomach pain with nausea or 
vomiting, feeling cold especially in your 
arms and legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, 
and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat.

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may 
become large (hepatomegaly) and fatty 
(steatosis). Symptoms of liver problems 
include your skin or the white part of 
your eyes turns yellow (jaundice), dark 
“tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel 
movements (stools), loss of appetite for 
several days or longer, nausea, and/or 
stomach pain. 

•  You may be more likely to get lactic 
acidosis or serious liver problems if 
you are female, very overweight (obese), 
or have been taking STRIBILD for a long 
time. In some cases, these serious conditions 
have led to death. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you have any 
symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) 
infection. If you also have HBV and stop 
taking STRIBILD, your hepatitis may 
suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider, as they will need to 
monitor your health. STRIBILD is not 
approved for the treatment of HBV.

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you:

•  Take a medicine that contains: 
alfuzosin, dihydroergotamine, ergotamine, 
methylergonovine, cisapride, lovastatin, 
simvastatin, pimozide, sildenafi l when used 
for lung problems (Revatio®), triazolam, 
oral midazolam, rifampin or the herb 
St. John’s wort. 

•  For a list of brand names for these 
medicines, please see the Brief Summary on 
the following pages.

•  Take any other medicines to treat 
HIV-1 infection, or the medicine adefovir 
(Hepsera®).

What are the other possible side 
effects of STRIBILD?

Serious side effects of STRIBILD may 
also include:

•  New or worse kidney problems, 
including kidney failure. Your healthcare 
provider should do regular blood and urine 
tests to check your kidneys before and 
during treatment with STRIBILD. If you 
develop kidney problems, your healthcare 
provider may tell you to stop taking 
STRIBILD.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or 
bones getting soft or thin, which may lead 
to fractures. Your healthcare provider may 
do tests to check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in 
people taking HIV-1 medicines.

•  Changes in your immune system. Your 
immune system may get stronger and 
begin to fi ght infections. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you have any new 
symptoms after you start taking STRIBILD.

The most common side effects of 
STRIBILD include nausea and diarrhea. Tell 
your healthcare provider if you have any side 
effects that bother you or don’t go away.

What should I tell my healthcare 
provider before taking STRIBILD?

•   All your health problems. Be sure to 
tell your healthcare provider if you have 
or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, 
including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. 
STRIBILD may affect the way other 
medicines work, and other medicines may 
affect how STRIBILD works. Keep a list of 
all your medicines and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist. Do not 
start any new medicines while taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking with your 
healthcare provider.

•  If you take hormone-based birth 
control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc). 

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids at 
least 2 hours before or after you take 
STRIBILD.

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become 
pregnant. It is not known if STRIBILD 
can harm your unborn baby. Tell your 
healthcare provider if you become 
pregnant while taking STRIBILD.

•  If you are breastfeeding 
(nursing) or plan to breastfeed. 
Do not breastfeed. HIV-1 can 
be passed to the baby in 
breast milk. Also, some 
medicines in STRIBILD 
can pass into breast milk, 
and it is not known if this can 
harm the baby.

You are encouraged to report 
negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of full Prescribing 
Information with important warnings on the 
following pages.

STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used as 
a complete single-tablet regimen to treat HIV-1 in 
adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines 
before. STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. 

I started my 
personal revolution

Talk to your healthcare provider 
about starting treatment.

STRIBILD is a complete HIV-1 
treatment in 1 pill, once a day.

Ask if it’s right for you.
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Patient Information
STRIBILDTM (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets
Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete 
regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body fl uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of 
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 

 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

 • have trouble breathing

 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 

 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

 • feel dizzy or lightheaded

 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

  • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)

 • dark “tea-colored” urine 

 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 

 • loss of appetite for several days or longer

 • nausea 

 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse 
(fl are-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your 
HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refi ll your prescription or talk 
to your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you 
stop taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)

• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine 
mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, 
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, 
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

• oral midazolam

• pimozide (Orap®)

• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)

• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems

• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)

• triazolam (Halcion®)

• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 
medicines, including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)

•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 
(Combivir®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, Epzicom®, Kaletra®, 
Norvir®, Trizivir®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 

healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. Your 
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if you 
develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may 
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to 
check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your 
immune system may get stronger and begin to fi ght infections that 
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after 
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea

• Diarrhea

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.

•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 –  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in 
this registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can 
pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.

•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 
following medicines:

 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 

 -  Antacid medicines that contains aluminum, magnesium 
hydroxide, or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours 
before or after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 

 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

 -  bepridil hydrochloric (Vascor®, Bepadin®)

 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)

 -  buspirone

 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegreto®) 

 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)

 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)

 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)

 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone

 -  diazepam (Valium®)

 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)

 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam

 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)

 -  fl ecainide (Tambocor®) 

 -  fl urazepam

 -  fl uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus, 
Flovent® HFA, Veramyst®)

 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)

 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)

 -  mexiletine

 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)

 -  perphenazine

 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)

 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)

 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 

 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 

 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)

 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)

 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 
with fl uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)

 -  sildenafi l (Viagra®), tadalafi l (Cialis®) or vardenafi l (Levitra®, 
Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadalafi l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)

 -  thioridazine

 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)

 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)

 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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Patient Information
STRIBILDTM (STRY-bild)
(elvitegravir 150 mg/cobicistat 150 mg/emtricitabine 200 mg/
tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets
Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, 
please see the full Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is STRIBILD?

•  STRIBILD is a prescription medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before. STRIBILD is a complete 
regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines. 

•  STRIBILD does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on 
continuous HIV-1 therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease 
HIV-related illnesses.

•  Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to others. Do not share or reuse needles, injection 
equipment, or personal items that can have blood or body fl uids 
on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer 
sex by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of 
sexual contact with semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know 
about STRIBILD?

STRIBILD can cause serious side effects, including: 
1.  Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic 

acidosis can happen in some people who take STRIBILD or similar 
(nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic acidosis is a serious 
medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem 
like symptoms of other health problems. Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis:

 • feel very weak or tired 

 • have unusual (not normal) muscle pain

 • have trouble breathing

 • have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting 

 • feel cold, especially in your arms and legs

 • feel dizzy or lightheaded

 • have a fast or irregular heartbeat

2.  Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in 
people who take STRIBILD. In some cases, these liver problems 
can lead to death. Your liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and 
you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call your healthcare 
provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms 
of liver problems:

  • your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)

 • dark “tea-colored” urine 

 • light-colored bowel movements (stools) 

 • loss of appetite for several days or longer

 • nausea 

 • stomach pain

  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver 
problems if you are female, very overweight (obese), or have 
been taking STRIBILD for a long time.

3.  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) infection and take STRIBILD, your HBV may get worse 
(fl are-up) if you stop taking STRIBILD. A “fl are-up” is when your 
HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before.

 •  Do not run out of STRIBILD. Refi ll your prescription or talk 
to your healthcare provider before your STRIBILD is all gone

 •  Do not stop taking STRIBILD without fi rst talking to your 
healthcare provider 

 •  If you stop taking STRIBILD, your healthcare provider will need to 
check your health often and do blood tests regularly for several 
months to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider 
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you 
stop taking STRIBILD

Who should not take STRIBILD?

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take a medicine that contains:
• adefovir (Hepsera®)

• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)

• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)

•  ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine 
mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate (Cafergot®, 
Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, 
Wigrettes®), and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)

• oral midazolam

• pimozide (Orap®)

• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)

• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems

• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)

• triazolam (Halcion®)

• the herb St. John’s wort 

Do not take STRIBILD if you also take any other HIV-1 
medicines, including: 
•  Other medicines that contain tenofovir (Atripla®, Complera®, 

Viread®, Truvada®)

•  Other medicines that contain emtricitabine, lamivudine, or ritonavir 
(Combivir®, Emtriva®, Epivir® or Epivir-HBV®, Epzicom®, Kaletra®, 
Norvir®, Trizivir®)

STRIBILD is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of STRIBILD?

STRIBILD may cause the following serious side effects:
•  See “What is the most important information I should know 

about STRIBILD?”
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your 

healthcare provider should do blood and urine tests to check your 
kidneys before you start and while you are taking STRIBILD. Your 
healthcare provider may tell you to stop taking STRIBILD if you 
develop new or worse kidney problems. 

•  Bone problems can happen in some people who take STRIBILD. 
Bone problems include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may 
lead to fractures). Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to 
check your bones.

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 
medicine. These changes may include increased amount of fat 
in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and around 
the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms 
and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

•  Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution 
Syndrome) can happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your 
immune system may get stronger and begin to fi ght infections that 
have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare 
provider right away if you start having any new symptoms after 
starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of STRIBILD include:
• Nausea

• Diarrhea

Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
•  These are not all the possible side effects of STRIBILD. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider.

•  Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking STRIBILD?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, 
including: 
•  If you have or had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B infection

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
STRIBILD can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider 
if you become pregnant while taking STRIBILD. 

 –  There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to 
collect information about the health of you and your baby. Talk 
with your healthcare provider about how you can take part in 
this registry.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not 
breastfeed if you take STRIBILD. 

 -  You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of 
passing HIV-1 to your baby.

 -  Two of the medicines in STRIBILD can pass to your baby in your 
breast milk. It is not known if the other medicines in STRIBILD can 
pass into your breast milk. 

 -  Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed 
your baby.

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, 
including prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, 
and herbal supplements: 
•  STRIBILD may affect the way other medicines work, and other 

medicines may affect how STRIBILD works.

•  Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the 
following medicines:

 -  Hormone-based birth control (pills, patches, rings, shots, etc) 

 -  Antacid medicines that contains aluminum, magnesium 
hydroxide, or calcium carbonate. Take antacids at least 2 hours 
before or after you take STRIBILD

 -  Medicines to treat depression, organ transplant rejection, or high 
blood pressure

 -  amiodarone (Cordarone®, Pacerone®) 

 -  atorvastatin (Lipitor®, Caduet®)

 -  bepridil hydrochloric (Vascor®, Bepadin®)

 -  bosentan (Tracleer®)

 -  buspirone

 -  carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegreto®) 

 -  clarithromycin (Biaxin®, Prevpac®)

 -  clonazepam (Klonopin®)

 -  clorazepate (Gen-xene®, Tranxene®)

 -  colchicine (Colcrys®)

 -  medicines that contain dexamethasone

 -  diazepam (Valium®)

 -  digoxin (Lanoxin®)

 -  disopyramide (Norpace®)

 -  estazolam

 -  ethosuximide (Zarontin®)

 -  fl ecainide (Tambocor®) 

 -  fl urazepam

 -  fl uticasone (Flovent®, Flonase®, Flovent® Diskus, 
Flovent® HFA, Veramyst®)

 -  itraconazole (Sporanox®)

 -  ketoconazole (Nizoral®)

 -  lidocaine (Xylocaine®)

 -  mexiletine

 -  oxcarbazepine (Trileptal®)

 -  perphenazine

 -  phenobarbital (Luminal®)

 -  phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)

 -  propafenone (Rythmol®) 

 -  quinidine (Neudexta®) 

 -  rifabutin (Mycobutin®)

 -  rifapentine (Priftin®)

 -  risperidone (Risperdal®, Risperdal Consta®)

 -  salmeterol (Serevent®) or salmeterol when taken in combination 
with fl uticasone (Advair Diskus®, Advair HFA®)

 -  sildenafi l (Viagra®), tadalafi l (Cialis®) or vardenafi l (Levitra®, 
Staxyn®), for the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED). If you get 
dizzy or faint (low blood pressure), have vision changes or have 
an erection that last longer than 4 hours, call your healthcare 
provider or get medical help right away.

 -  tadalafi l (Adcirca®), for the treatment of pulmonary arterial 
hypertension

 -  telithromycin (Ketek®)

 -  thioridazine

 -  voriconazole (Vfend®)

 -  warfarin (Coumadin®, Jantoven®)

 -  zolpidem (Ambien®, Edlular®, Intermezzo®, Zolpimist®)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and 
show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a 
new medicine. Do not start any new medicines while you are taking 
STRIBILD without fi rst talking with your healthcare provider.

Keep STRIBILD and all medicines out of reach of children.

This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information 
about STRIBILD. If you would like more information, talk with your 
healthcare provider. You can also ask your healthcare provider or 
pharmacist for information about STRIBILD that is written for health 
professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.STRIBILD.com.
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opposite each of the other three characters who all have 
conflicts with him.

One device the play employs is that Eli would go off oc-
casionally to the side of the stage in a spotlight and speak-
ing into a microphone to deliver soliloquies on his reflec-
tions. The mic isn’t needed as the echo chamber effects of 
the sound amplification interferes a bit with the monologue. 
Other than that, Sound Designer Todd Mion aptly used mu-

sic in scene changes to great effect.
Another device was the role of two stage hands in in-

teracting with Eli. They are frequently called upon to move 
props on and off the cozy Theatre Project stage as one 
would expect. But with subtle gestures, they either help Eli 
to stand up or prod him to move a chair – almost metaphori-
cally trying to assist him on his path towards happiness. 

Eli is often seen as an unlikable character whose jour-
ney is fraught with danger, sadness and disappointment. 
But as the play progresses and his hardships exposed, em-
pathy for him gains traction.

This is not a feel-good story in that it poignantly exam-
ines gay teen angst. Talbott does sprinkle in some humor 
and jokes, however, to lighten the mood a tad. But Slipping 
is a sturdy drama, directed and performed with sure-footed 
skill. t

Slipping (90 minutes with no intermission) runs through 
april 13 at the theatre Project, 45 east Preston Street, 
in Baltimore. For tickets, visit ironcrowtheatre.com or call 
443-637-2769. this play contains full nudity and profanity.

LiVELy ArtS // OUT ON STAGE

By StEVE chAriNG
We know how complicated love can be. With all its obvi-
ous pleasures associated with it, we recognize how many 
challenges exist and how they must be overcome to sus-
tain a loving relationship. Tricky as that proposition is, 
imagine how it must be for a teenager to cope with figur-
ing out what true love is. Then add to that mixture the pain 
of family loss, his own self-loathing, a past that maintains 
a strong grip on his psyche, and his dealing with a sexual 
orientation that society frowns upon (albeit to a lesser de-
gree than years ago).

This is what Eli, the central character in Daniel Tal-
bott’s powerful first full-length play, Slipping, currently 
presented by the Iron Crow Theatre Company, has to con-
front. According to Talbott, the play was inspired by among 
other factors, his own experiences with his best friend in 
high school. 

Iron Crow’s artistic director Steven J. Satta tightly 
helmed the Baltimore offering and did so with his usual 
expertise and meticulous attention to detail. Aided by a 
strong cast and technical crew, Slipping portrays the 
angst that most teenagers feel as they grow up especially 
in matters of the heart.

Towson University student Tanner Medding was 
blessed with taking on the complex role of Eli to demon-
strate his proficient acting skills as well as his ability to 
remove and put on clothing at a frenetic pace through-
out. 

Eli left San Francisco following his father’s death in a 
car accident to move to Iowa with his mother Jan (played 
by Michele Minnick). He had a difficult time in adjusting. 

Eli is gay. The factors leading to his father’s death trou-
bled him, and he regrets he never had the opportunity to tell 
his dad the truth about himself. He is constantly haunted 
by a crush back home, Chris (Christopher H. Zargarbashi) 
whose internalized homophobia prevented them from 
forming a loving relationship. When he moved to Iowa, Eli 
seemed out of place (dying his hair a sort of pinkish hue 
didn’t help his assimilation) and was burdened by the mem-
ories of his past.

He is befriended by a new boy, 17-year-old Jake (Rich 
Buchanan), a handsome, popular, seemingly straight base-
ball player, who discovers his own attraction to Eli. Suspi-
cious of Jake’s motives, Eli at first rejects a sexual encoun-
ter with Jake but ultimately relents.

They remain friends with benefits for months with the 
entire school becoming aware of their “relationship.” But 
each time Jake tries to solidify that relationship, the angry, 
jaded, often-sullen Eli pushes back.

As a subplot, the audience learns that Jan was never 
in love with her husband, that she cheated on him, and 
didn’t wait long enough “for the insurance to be settled” be-
fore she engages in her own sexual encounters. One thing 
in her favor, which mitigated Eli’s already difficult adoles-
cence, is that she is supportive of his sexual orientation.

Nonetheless, the melancholy Eli continues a problem-
atic self-mutilation practice of “cutting” that began in San 
Francisco – the consequences of which open the play.

Through flashbacks to events in San Francisco and 
rapid back flips to the present in Iowa, Talbott constructs 
the foundation of Eli’s character and opens the window into 

his sexuality. Eli is timid while in San Francisco but trans-
forms into a bitter yet vulnerable youth in Iowa. 

Christopher Zargarbashi, having appeared in Iron 
Crow’s love and Human remains and Swimming in the 
Shallows, played the dangerous Chris with dramatic verve.
His physical attractiveness and penchant for dominating Eli 
explain why Eli was so hung up on him. 

“I wanted to be owned by him,” Eli laments. But that 

was not going to happen.
Appearing in five scenes, Chris presents a dark, scary 

caricature who abhors the fact that he and Eli had sexual 
encounters and projects that hatred onto Eli by mistreating 
him. As they say, love is blind. Chris warns Eli of the con-
sequences “if any of this gets out,” and in a heart-pounding 
moment says, “Every time I see you at school I want to just 
rip you apart.” 

Rich Buchanan, who was stellar in Iron Crow’s the Sol-
dier dreams, is more than up to the task of playing Jake. 
His polished acting skills, energy, voice inflections and 
movements are clearly on display in this role. Jake’s youth-
ful sexual chemistry with Eli is flawless. 

Michele Minnick, another Iron Crow veteran, was solid 
as Jan. As Eli’s mother, she was challenged by his suspi-
cions that his father’s death was somehow caused by her. 
Eli was closer to his father than Jan, and it is evident in the 
dynamics of their relationship. 

Tanner Medding is outstanding. Onstage for almost all 
of the scenes, Medding plays brooding Eli expertly, playing 

Iron Crow’s Slipping is Sure-Footed Drama

tanner Medding (left) as Eli and rich Buchanan as Jake enjoying some high-school fun
credit: Iron Crow Theatre Company
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The second annual “Drag-U-Cation” event 
will take place at CCBC Essex on April 24 
at 2:30 p.m. Shane Messick, an organizer 
of the event, says, “This is a fabulous drag 
show and an opportunity to learn about the 
drag culture.” 

Last year’s show was successful with 
ruPaul’s drag race’s own Jessica Wild 
performing. This year there will be a chance 
for students to try drag for the very first 
time. The event is called “Cirque Du Stilet-
to” and includes not only drag queens but 
also drag kings. 

The 2012 version of Drag-U-Cation 
succeeded in raising a few hundred dollars 
for an AIDS awareness group, AmFar. This 
year they are donating half of the proceeds 
to Baltimore’s Youth Empowered Society, 
an organization devoted to helping home-
less youth and those at risk of becoming 
homeless. 

Shane Messick created the event dur-
ing his final semester at CCBC Essex in the 
spring of 2012 while being president of the 

college’s LGBT group, the Rainbow Club. 
Jesse Munroe has since become president 
and wanted to bring the event back. 

Messick himself decided to pursue the 
life of a drag queen. Formerly known as 
Shane at Drag-U-Cation, Melody Lyrishal 
(Messick) will be performing in this year’s 
Drag-U-Cation. He will perform with other 
local talent including Sue Nami, Miss Gay 
Maryland 2009; Anita Minett; drag couple 
Kit Valentine/Elecktra Knight Symone; and 
Ganeva Cache Sephora. Jesse Munroe will 
emcee, with co-hosts Melody Lyrishal and 
Megan George. 

The event will consist of part drag show 
and part Q&A with audience/performer in-
teraction. Photography opportunities with 
the performers will take place afterwards.

“If you never try it you won’t know if you 
like it,” says Messick of attempting drag. 
“Well some things you just know are right 
for you, and then you try it and it is proven.”

“Drag-U-Cation” will take place at 
CCBC Essex, J Lecture Hall, 7201 Ross-
ville Blvd in Rosedale. Tickets cost $5 and 
can be purchased at the box office by call-
ing 443-840-2787. t

Drag-U-Cation Fundraiser at 
CCBC-Essex

LiVELy ArtS // IMUSIC

By GrEGG ShApirO
2Cellos’ eponymous 2011 domestic debut 
disc was an immediately accessible cross-
over delight. The Croatian duo fiddled about 
with songs by Muse, 
U2, Nine Inch Nails, and 
Kings of Leon, among 
others, finding a way 
to transform the tunes 
without turning them into 
a Hooked on classics 
horror show. Expecta-
tions were high for their 
sophomore release in2i-
tion (Masterworks) but to 
be fair, they’re just string-
ing us along. True, they 
do uncover nuances in 
the boring and repetitive 
Rihanna cut “We Found 
Love,” take rewarding 
liberties with Coldplay’s 
“Clocks” (featuring none 
other than Lang Lang 
on piano) and express 
themselves clearly on the 
original “Orient Express.” 
But some of their choices work against 
them. AC/DC’s “Highway to Hell” and the 
Police’s “Every Breath You Take” come off 
like a cross between elevator music and a 
high school recital. The addition of guest 
vocalists, particularly in the case of Elton 
John on Fleetwood Mac’s “Oh Well” and 
Glee’s Naya Rivera on Muse’s “Supermas-
sive Black Hole,” are, well, super massive 
black holes. Here’s the thing, while a cou-
ple of the guest performers (Sky Ferreira 
on the Cher cover “Bang Bang” and a re-
strained Zucchero on “Il Libro Dell’Amore,” 
an Italian reading of The Magnetic Fields’ 
“The Book of Love”) don’t overpower the 
2Cellos, next time out, they should trust 
their intuition, their (cat)gut feelings, and 
skip the guest stars.

Every once in a while a pop fiddler 
comes to the forefront, getting the atten-
tion they deserve. In the 1970s, there was 
Jean-Luc Ponty and the late Papa John 
Creach (from Jefferson Airplane/Jeffer-
son Starship/Hot Tuna). Beginning in the 
1980s, Lisa Germano and Susan Voelz 
played stints as fiddlers for John Mellen-
camp and Poi Dog Pondering, respective-
ly. The first half of the 21st century brought 
us the all-female string quartets Bond and 
Escala. More recently, The Dolls, featur-
ing violinist Caitlin Moe accompanying DJ 
Mia Moretti, played some dates opening 
for queer singer/songwriter Mika. But it’s 
YouTube hit Lindsay Stirling who seems to 
be making the most of her moment in the 

spotlight with her self-titled debut disc on 
Bridgetone. A collection of originals, Stir-
ling favors dance loops and synthesizers 
in the background on most of the songs. 

Definitely a new 
breed of dance diva, 
Stirling should have 
no trouble packing 
dance floors with 
“Transcendance , ” 
“Electric Daisy Vio-
lin,” “Moon Trance” 
and the house-y 
“Spontaneous Me.” 

Bryan Ferry, the 
man who co-found-
ed one of the most 
important glam/
p r o g r e s s i v e / p r e -
punk rock bands of 
the 1970s and 80s, 
has never been shy 
about his affinity for 
music of the retro 
variety. His numer-
ous solo records, 
including 1974’s 

another time, another Place on which 
he covered “Smoke Gets In Your Eyes” 
and “You Are My Sunshine,” are evidence 
enough of his varied musical tastes. What 
makes the Jazz age (BMG), credited to 
The Bryan Ferry Orchestra, different from 
the others is that it is an album of Ferry 
originals (not covers) performed in a vin-
tage, instrumental, big band jazz style that 
harkens back about 70 to 80 years. That’s 
right, Roxy Music songs such as “Love Is 
The Drug,” “Avalon,” “Do The Strand” and 
“Virginia Plain” have been re-imagined in 
ways that you probably, well, never imag-
ined. The same holds true for Ferry solo 
numbers including “Slave To Love” and 
“Don’t Stop The Dance.” If this is meant 
to be a novelty, it sure is novel. It also al-
lows Ferry fans to hear familiar songs in a 
sophisticated new setting.

One of the most popular jam/dance 
bands around, Lotus continues to blossom 
on their latest release Build (Sci Fidelity). 
As jammy jams go, the 10 songs here are 
mostly (and gratefully) at around the four 
minute mark and under. There are no long, 
masturbatory solos and when Lotus wants 
to get you on your feet and dancing they 
know how to do it. “Massif,” “Uffi,” “Neon 
Tubes Part 1,” “Cutinuo” and most espe-
cially “Neon Tubes Part 2” are respectable 
dance jams. 

If your taste runs toward improvisation-
al instrumentals with pop music flair then 
you should bring Lotus into your pad.  t

 Instrumental Cases

“Every once in a 
while a pop fiddler 

comes to the 
forefront, getting 
the attention they 

deserve. In the 
1970s, there was 
Jean-Luc Ponty 

and the late Papa 
John Creach (from 
Jefferson Airplane/
Jefferson Starship/

Hot Tuna).”
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LiVELy ArtS // PERSONALITIES

hN: Nowadays people will put their songs in any or-
der they want. They can buy a song off an album from 
iTunes and not know the context at all. I was trying to 
investigate this work that I’ve been in all my life and what 
it meant to me and why I keep doing it. I seem to be con-
nected in a very deep way to song. There are musicians 
who are deeply connected to the profound nature of music 
itself. I’m more connected, in some ways, to the storytell-
ing when it is connected to music. I’m not John Coltrane. 
I’m very connected to the stories and the words and the 
relationship to the audience. Someone once asked me if 
I would be a musician if no one was listening. My answer 
was no. To me it’s completely about my relationship to the 
audience, investigating that and asking questions. I feel, 
as a poet and critical thinker, I want to use music and lan-
guage and art to say that to someone.

GS: Because the double disc Peace Becomes You 
set draws on an array of musical styles – from your 
original compositions and collaborations to covers of 
standards to traditionals to songs from the realm of 
women’s music – all of which you have delved into on 
previous releases, does this recording feel to you like 
your most complete musical statement?

hN: You ask such good questions [laughs]. I would say 
that I moved towards all of those different styles off and 
on throughout the last 40 years. What I would say is that 
I do it better now than I did before. If I made another one, 
I would hopefully do it better yet again. What’s frustrating 
to me about recording is at the moment I record a song, 
I know something more about the song and I want to do 
it again. The producer in me has to say no, you’ve got it, 
that’s the moment it’s going to get recorded. It doesn’t 
matter if you can go back in and do it from a wiser point 
of view. With live work, you have another chance the next 
night. I would say that to the best of my abilities this last 
recording was trying to put forward as much as I know 
right now. 

GS: Because you are so closely associated with 
women’s music, when it comes to selecting songs to 
cover, as you did with Ferron’s “it Won’t take Long” 
and cris Williamson’s “Waiting,” how do you choose 
songs, many written by your friends, without making 
anyone feel left out?

hN: Ultimately, the song has to feel okay coming out 
of my mouth. I’ve been on the other side of this. I’ve been 
friends with Bonnie Raitt for quite a long time and I gave 
her a few songs and she has never done anything by 
me because it’s just not the way she sings. What I write 
doesn’t feel right coming out of her mouth. I learned not to 
take that personally. Friendship has nothing to do with it. 
All I can say to my music friends is that if I don’t cover one 
of their songs it’s either because I never got around to it 
or it didn’t feel right coming out of my mouth. I hope that 
none of them take it personally.

GS: you mention Bruno Mars in “One Good Song” 
and you do a cover of the Gnarls Barkley tune “crazy,” 
so it sounds like you are doing your part to keep up 
with what is musically current. 

hN: You have to understand, that unless they bring 
their children and grandchildren, it’s a fairly older audi-
ence. It’s always entertaining for me to find out what they 
know and don’t know. They certainly know CeeLo Green. 
Maybe it’s because of the Voice or maybe they’ve known 
him from before. Everybody seems to know the song “Cra-
zy.” When I sing that song, my audience hears something 
different in it. There are lines in the song that when I sing 
them, they hear it in the context of all of the things that we 
have done as a social change community. They wouldn’t 
hear it that way when CeeLo sings it or others who have 
recorded that song. That’s what’s so lovely about people 
singing each other songs.

GS: i’m glad that you mentioned social change be-
cause a lot has occurred on the political front, in the 
time between 2006’s Show Up and the more uplifting 
Peace Becomes You. yet, you haven’t put your activ-
ist voice to rest, as we can hear on “Jump Jump,” 
“in the Shadow of War,” “there’s A Meeting here 

tonight” and “We’re Still 
here.” Do you think there 
will ever come a time 
when peace becomes ev-
eryone? 

hN: No, I don’t. We are 
an animal, we’re a species. 
We have mental health is-
sues, we have addictions, 
we have poverty. We have 
inequity in education and 
opportunity. It’s very hard 
to find peace. There are 
people living in the most 
complicated environments 
who somehow inside them-
selves are able to come 

AN iNtErViEW With 
hOLLy NEAr

– continued from page 1 through it. There are people who live with the most privi-
lege, the most opportunities, the most education, who 
will commit suicide, are on heavy antidepressants and 
are very disturbed. What is it that gives someone that 
inner core? How do we come to it? How do we work to-
wards it? I think were a fragile species and I don’t know 
what will happen to us. First of all, there are too many of 
us now. I can’t believe people are still having five, six, 
seven children. What are they thinking [laughs]? What 
right do they have, in these times, to have more than 
their share? I don’t know what we’ll do with us. I don’t 
think it’s all political. I think there’s some part of it that’s 
just who we are as an animal. I don’t know how we’ll turn 
out, how the story turns out. t

Holly Near is performing on april 11 in Vienna, Virginia, 
at the Barns at Wolftrap, and on april 12 in Sellersville, 
Pennsylvania at Sellersville theater 1894.
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and complex financial and asset management, cosmopolis 
comes off as pretentious and completely misses its mark. 
Young financial hotshot Eric (Robert Pattinson) thinks noth-
ing of hopping in his white stretch limo and driving across 
the city in hideous traffic (the president is in town and there 
is also a celeb funeral taking place) just to get his haircut. 

Along the way he takes busi-
ness meeting, has sex and 
makes time for his daily doc-
tor’s appointment (including 
an in-limo prostate exam). 

When he does disembark 
from the vehicle, it’s to meet 
with his new wife Elise (Sar-
ah Gadon), a trust fund poet 
who’s even more vapid than 
he is. They meet in a cab, a 
bookstore and a cafe. By the 
time he arrives at the barber, 
who seems to know more 

about Eric than Eric does, he’s killed one of his drivers 
and been attacked by a pie-throwing activist. He’s also lost 
several million dollars in the course of the day, as well as 
narrowed down the location of the man, a former employ-
ee named Benno (Paul Giamatti), who is trying to kill him. 
cosmopolis is a gas guzzler leaking toxic fumes. You’re 
better off walking than getting into this limo. Blu-ray bonus 
features include Cronenberg’s commentary, cast and crew 
interviews and more. t

LiVELy ArtS // SCREEN SAVOR

By GrEGG ShApirO
In Holy motors (Vivendi/Indomina), French filmmaker Leos 
Carax takes us where we’ve never been before, and in a 
tricked out stretch limo no less. Mr. Oscar (Denis Lavant), 
an actor and master of multiple disguises (11, to be exact), 
is driven around by his faithful driver Celine (Edith Scob) to 
his various appointments in Paris. 

Each appointment involves playing a role and looking 
the part. From his perch in the back of the limo, Mr. Os-
car begins his day as a business exec before transforming 
himself into a beggar woman, complete with elaborate drag 
and physical disability. At the next appointment, he arrives 
at a motion capture studio where he performs an array of 
martial arts and sexually acrobatic moves. 

For the third appointment, he becomes a creature of 
the sewers. When he emerges from his underground com-
munity, he terrorizes the living in a cemetery by eating flow-
ers left on headstones, running amok through the visitors 
and eventually disrupting a fashion shoot by abducting 
model Kay M (Eva Mendes) and taking her to his subterra-
nean lair. Other “appointments” include becoming the cruel 
father of adolescent Angele (Jeanne Disson), playing in an 
accordion-dominated ensemble, being both an assassin 
and the victim, and portraying the elderly and dying Mr. 
Vogan.

If there haven’t already been enough bizarre twists and 
turns, wait until you see what happens when Mr. Oscar 

runs into his ex, Jean (diva icon Kylie Minogue – yes, that 
Kylie Minogue), who is also in the same line of work as he 
is. Portraying air hostess Eva on her last night alive, Jean 
(fittingly) gets her own musical number in an abandoned 
department store. 

Oscar, who does it all for “the cameras,” for “the beauty 
of the act,” begins to wonder 
what would happen if there was 
no one watching. So, is “Holy 
Motors” (also the name of the 
limo company) a comment on 
reality TV? If it is, then what 
could possibly be the explana-
tion for the talking limos finale? 
Please don’t watch “Holy Mo-
tors” expecting some profound, 
life-changing statement. Watch 
“Holy Motors” because you’ve 
never seen anything else quite 
like it. DVD special features 
consist of the domestic and international trailers.

Also set mainly in a souped-up limo is cosmopolis 
(eOne), David Cronenberg’s movie adaptation of Don De-
Lillo’s novel. But the limo is where any and all similarities 
end. Where Carax’s film, with its minimal use of dialogue 
and sensational visuals is never boring, the same can’t 
be said for the too talky cosmopolis, especially since it 
doesn’t have anything of value to say.

Meant to be a scathing indictment of the 1%, Wall Street 

Holy Crap!

“Meant to be a scathing 
indictment of the 1%, Wall 

Street and complex financial 
and asset management, 
Cosmopolis comes off as 

pretentious and completely 
misses its mark.”
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got her big break doing shows at the Continental Baths… 
with Barry Manilow on piano!). Hearing Googie butcher 
Broadway showtunes with a full orchestra (in white tie and 
tails) playing poolside, and her reaction every time some-
one thinks she’s a drag queen, is worth the price of the 
DVD.

The story kicks into gear in the last third of the film 

when Guy’s brother-in-law (Stiller) gets into the bath 
house and the old mistaken identity twist comes into play 
while characters try hiding out in various locations. It may 
not be roll-on-the-floor hilarious, but there are some gen-
uinely funny moments. Watching it today, however, one 
wonders if this film could ever have been made in this era 
without offending the LGBT community or setting LGBT 
rights back 50 years (not to mention the effect of AIDS 
not only on lives, but on the bath house industry as well). 
Most of the characters in the bath house, thankfully, seem 
rather benign as they lounge around the pool (we never 
see what goes on in the steam room) but would the overly 
queeny Chris and chubby chaser Claude be accepted as 
viable characters in a film set today? Would Googie Go-
mez offend the Hispanic community with her comically 
thick (“Joo don wanna mess wit Googie!”) accent?

The show was revived for a brief run in 2007, but the 
spark – and the naughtiness – of the 1975 production was 
lacking. The same could be said for the film itself. There 
are parts of it that I found to be very funny, and I thought 
the performances were all top-notch, but Lester just isn’t 
able to bring that same screwball sensibility to it like Peter 
Bogdanovich did in 1972’s What’s up, doc? The film is a 
curiosity, and maybe even a record of the original Broad-
way show that would otherwise not exist, so it’s good that 
the Warner Archive Collection has made it available on 
DVD. It’s certainly not a movie for everyone, but the target 
audience may find it to be a quaint reminder of a particular 
period of time. The DVD is available online at Warnerar-
chive.com. t

LiVELy ArtS // OUT ON SCREEN

By chuck DuNcAN
In 1975, new playwright Terrence McNally hit Broadway 
with the racy, screwball comedy the ritz. The show 
starred Jack Weston as a Cleveland garbage man who 
married into a very Italian family, and with the patriarch’s 
final words being “Get Proclo,” a hit was put on the unsus-
pecting spouse. To save his life, he hops in a cab and tells 
the driver to take him to the last place anyone would think 
to look for him, and he ends up at The Ritz. Not the hotel. 
A gay bath house. Guy Proclo spends his time dodging a 
“chubby chaser” and a delusional nightclub singer, Goo-
gie Gomez (Rita Moreno), while trying to hide out from 
a squeaky-voiced undercover detective and his homicidal 
brother-in-law. Luckily he has Chris (F. Murray Abraham) 
as his guide to keep Guy from seeing things he shouldn’t 
see and to help divert attention from him as well. Mean-
while, Googie believes Guy is an important Broadway pro-
ducer and is stalking him in hopes of getting cast in a 
bus and truck tour of oklahoma! And all of this set in an 
era after the Stonewall riots and before the AIDS crisis, 
featuring what today we might call the worst of the gay 
stereotypes.

The play was a minor hit, running for 398 performanc-
es and garnering Moreno a Tony Award for Best Support-
ing Actress, so the next logical step was to turn the show 
into a movie. McNally returned to write the screenplay, 

and Broadway cast members Weston, Moreno, Abraham 
and Jerry Stiller reprised their roles, while newcomer 
Treat Williams (his second movie) took over the role of Mi-
chael Brick, originally played on Broadway 
by Stephen Collins (Seventh Heaven). 
The film was directed by Richard Lester 
(a Hard day’s Night, Help!, Superman ii), 
who would be able to bring his screwball 
sensibilities to the production, on a mas-
sive set constructed in a studio in England.

The film, unsurprisingly, was a bomb 
because how do you sell a comedy about 
a gay bath house in New York to audienc-
es in middle America? The film showed 
up occasionally on TV, heavily edited and 
mostly late at night, and only got some 
sporadic home video releases. The most 
recent DVD release went out of print at the 
retail level, but the folks at the Warner Ar-
chive Collection have rescued it from ob-
scurity once again. The WB Shop website 
says the film has not been remastered for 
this DVD release, however the film looks 
and sounds just fine.

Having never seen the show, I can’t say 
how the film compares but I suspect the more 

comedic ele-
ments of the 
story worked 
better on 
stage and with a live audience. 
The performances from the 
leads are very good, as they 
should be considering they 
essentially rehearsed for the 
film about 400 times! Weston 
is appropriately innocent and 
flabbergasted by what he 
sees, but his naivete begins to 
wear a little thin. Treat Williams 
looks fantastic in his tiny white 
towel and manages to pull off 
the Mickey Mouse voice with-
out it becoming grating. The 
standouts are Paul B. Price 
as Claude, the chubby chaser 
with a plot twist; Abraham, who 
gives Chris some very funny 
flamboyance but never lets the 
character go completely over 
the top (Chris answering a 
pay phone is one of the fun-
niest bits in the movie); and 
Moreno, whose character 
is cringe-inducingly politi-
cally incorrect (today) with 
her thick Spanish accent 
that sounds a lot like Charo 
(but the character is actually 
based on Better Midler, who 

Could The Ritz be Made Today?

‘The film, unsurprisingly, was a bomb because how do you sell a comedy 
about a gay bath house in New york to audiences in middle America?’
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n  Pass Question 6

n  Propose To The  

Person You Love

n  Book Banksy’s for 

Engagement Party

Lake Falls Village
6080 Falls Road

Mt.Washington,MD 21209
410.377.4444 

www.banksyscafe.com
Banksys.llc@gmail.com

Engagements, Rehearsal
Dinners, Receptions, and
Happily Ever After …

4 Elegant, Yet Affordable

Eichenkranz Hall
Let our experience work for you to  
make your affair one to remember.
seats approximately 150 people
Full Service Bar • Coat Room • Dance 

Floor • Bathrooms & Wait Station
Weddings, Anniversary, Birthday, Company  
or Holiday Parties, Bridal & Baby Showers 

and a Host of Other Functions.
611 South Fagley St., Baltimore, maryland 21224 

(off 3900 Blk. of Fleet St.) • 410-563-7577 • www.eichenkranz.com

NOW OPEN
WOODBERRY/HAMPDEN 
Food & Wine Magazine’s 

Best New Chef/Owner - Robbin Haas

1520 CLIPPER ROAD || BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21211 || 443-708-1935

BIRROTECA
CRAFT BEER, WINE & ARTISAN PIZZA

growler: glass jug for transporting beer

birroteca growler: the way to share your 
favorite craft beer during the holidays
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Touring the city is sure to make you hungry and luckily 
there are new culinary hotspots popping up everywhere 
in Nashville. Favorites among gay locals include Virago, 
Kayne Prime, Watermark, and City House, owned by 
James Beard award-winning chef Tandy Wilson. In addi-
tion, GQ magazine recently voted the Catbird Seat one of 
the best new restaurants in America. 

Don’t forget to say hello to top chef Arnold Myint at 
one of his wonderful dining establishments which include 
PM, Cha Chah, and Suzy Wong’s House of Yum, the latter 
conveniently located on Church Street, adjacent to one of 
Nashville hippest gay bars, Tribe. 

In recent years, Church Street has become Nash-
ville’s gay mecca. In addition to Tribe and Suzy Wong’s, 
the street is also home to Play Dance Bar, Canvas, and 
Blue Gene’s as well as Out Central, Nashville’s LGBT 
community center. Or venture south of downtown to an 
area known as the “Triangle,” home to Stirrup, Trax, and 
Purple Haze.

Just across the bridge from downtown, the neighbor-
hood of East Nashville has been known as “the gaybor-
hood” and offers tons of dining and nightlife venues to fit 
every taste. Two of the most popular LGBT destinations 
are Lipstick Lounge and Mad Donna’s. Mad Donna’s is 
the best place in town to play a game of drag bingo while 
dining on wonderful cuisine, while Lipstick Lounge offers 
karaoke and live entertainment throughout the week and 
is a favorite among the ladies. 

After a long day of sightseeing, check into the beauti-
ful Hutton Hotel. Located in Midtown, this swanky property 
features an urban-chic sophistication not seen at many 
hotels in the city. Rooms are lavishly appointed with luxu-
rious linens, flat-screen televisions, and granite flooring. 
A state-of-the-art fitness facility and in-room spa services 
are available to all guests. 

Nashville is truly a magical place that people can’t 
comprehend until they see it for themselves. So put on 
your favorite pair of cowboy boots and head on down to 
Music City USA.

For more information, go toVisitmusiccity.com. t
out destinations is part of outreach Public relations 

(outreachpublicrelations.com). Founded by Joey amato in 
2012, outreach Pr serves celebrities, corporations, and 
non-profit organizations looking to target LGBT consumers. 

grown to become 
the largest profes-
sional ballet com-
pany in Tennes-
see, presenting a 
varied repertoire 
of classical ballet 
and contemporary 
works. The com-
pany is now com-
prised of 22 pro-
fessional dancers 
from around the 
world. 

Another LGBT-
friendly highlight is 
the glorious Chee-
kwood Botanical 
Gardens & Museum, a 55-acre botanical garden and art 
museum located on the historic Cheek estate. Enjoy a 
brisk Nashville morning strolling with your partner through 
Cheekwood’s beautifully manicured gardens and admir-
ing the culture and heritage of one of Nashville’s most 
prominent families.

Those yearning for music history should head to the 
Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum located in the heart 
of downtown Nashville. The $37-million facility features 
more than 40,000 square feet of country music artifacts 
and archives in addition to a full service restaurant. The 
Hall of Fame is currently exhibiting “The Bakersfield 
Sound: Buck Owens, Merle Haggard, and California 
Country,” which tells the story of the stars, sidemen and 
songwriters who created and popularized a new kind of 
country music in mid-20th century America. 

Just a short walk away is the famous Ryman Auditorium. 
Referred to as the “Mother Church of Country Music,” the 
Ryman is a National Historic Landmark and has hosted 

musicians from Chris 
Isaak and James Brown 
to Patsy Cline and Bruce 
Springsteen. The Ryman 
recently received Pollstar 
magazine’s coveted “Theater 
of the Year” award again for 
the fourth time in the past de-
cade. 

A vacation to Nashville 
would not be complete with-
out a visit to the Grand Ole 
Opry, country music’s lon-
gest running show. The 
show brings together an 
incredible mix of talent to 
a live audience three times 
per week. Superstars in-
cluding Vince Gill, Keith 
Urban, and Reba McEn-
tire as well as new acts 
such as The Band Perry 
and Luke Bryan have all 
graced the Opry stage. 

OUT DESTINATION

trAVEL

By JOEy AMAtO
creative, diverse, friendly, and welcoming are words often 
used to describe Nashville. It’s long been a destination 
rich in culture, music, and food and is quickly becoming 
one of the premier LGBT destinations in the country. 

As the largest city in Tennessee, Nashville is home to 
dozens of arts organizations, historical landmarks, James 
Beard award-winning restaurants and fabulous entertain-
ment and nightlife venues. 

Nashville is also the headquarters of the state’s larg-
est HIV/AIDS organization (Nashville CARES), numerous 
gay sports leagues, the Nashville GLBT Chamber of Com-
merce, and the Oasis Center, an organization (designed 
to support and educate LGBT youth). 

While in 
Nashville be 
sure to visit 
some of the 
city’s premier 
LGBT-f r iend ly 
cultural attrac-
tions, most no-
tably the Frist 
Center for the Vi-
sual Arts. In the 
past year, the 
Warhol Live ex-
hibit as well as “To Live Forever: Egyptian Treasures from 
the Brooklyn Museum” have all exhibited at the Frist. This 
summer, the museum will premier “Creation Story: Gees 
Bend Quilts and the Art of Thornton Dial.” 

History buffs should head straight to the Parthenon in 
Centennial Park. This exact replica of the Athens original, 
also houses a 42-foot tall statue of goddess Athena, the 
tallest indoor statue in the Western Hemisphere. 

If you desire, try to catch a performance by the Nash-
ville Ballet. Since its founding in 1986, the group has 

Nashville
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By JEFF hAMMErBErG
There comes a time for homeowners when 
you need to decide if you want to change 
things and remodel, or think about buying a 
new home. Both of these options according 
to gay realtor have advantages and disad-
vantages that you need to explore before 
making the ultimate decision, let’s talk about 
both.

remodeling your home – Remodeling 
is something that people do all the time to 
their existing home. People will go this route 
when the home needs an extra room, a new 
look to the bathroom, new kitchen cabinets 
and so on. Remodeling has some distinct 
advantages and disadvantages.

advantages: It allows you to change 
things in your home to create your own 
unique look. For example you might have 
white kitchen cabinets but decide to install a 
stained wood grain finish instead, along with 
replacing the floor to match the cabinets.

Remodeling can increase the price of 
a home which can bring you more money 
when you sell the home. Especially true for 
kitchen and bathroom remodels.

When you remodel you can bring more 
functionality to the home such as an extra 
bedroom or a sports bar in the basement, 
things specific to your individual needs, 
which you may not find in a replacement 
home.

disadvantages: While remodeling a 
home is attractive it has a few disadvantages 
which can become a big problem for home-
owners.

For many remodelling projects you need 
submit plans and pull permits from the city or 
county before you can begin work. There are 
rules and regulations about what you can or 
can’t do to your home.

When you remodel a home the expenses 
can quickly add up and it can cost you more 
than you initially planned to spend – if you’re 

hiring a contractor require a contract with 
specific pricing and completion dates, with 
penalties for taking longer than agreed.

Projects can take a long time and may 
never get completed at all – again, due dili-
gence when it comes time to hiring contrac-
tors!

Moving – More and more it seems 
people are inclined to find the perfect home, 
rather than create it. Moving has different 
advantages and disadvantages that you 
need to consider as well.

advantages: Gives you exactly what 
you’re looking for in a new/replacement 
home. Condition, location, size, etc.

With it being a seller’s market, your cur-
rent home will now sell! Over the past five 
years that has been a questionable task.

Selling the old home may pay off most of 
the new house you move into so your mort-
gage may be small and the interest rate will 
almost certainly be lower.

disadvantages: You may not be able to 
find the “perfect home” as inventory is low all 
across the country.

With “new construction” if that’s the 
route you choose, you’ll have many addi-
tional costs including landscaping, window 
coverings, and replacing some of that shab-
by furniture.

The cost, effort and energy it takes to 
move.

Which one for me? Deciding to remod-
el or sell is really going to be a personal de-
cision. When you’re ready for some profes-
sional assistance, any of the fine gay realtors 
at GayRealEstate.com will be happy to con-
sult with you about your options including; 
showing you what type of replacement prop-
erties are available, providing a free market 
analysis to determine your homes current 
value, etc., and if you decide to stay, more 
than likely can refer you to some great con-
tractors, decorators and the like. t

The Choice: Move or Remodel

rEAL EStAtE



28 t  BALtiMOrE OutLOuD    APRIL 5, 2013  •  Baltimoreoutloud.com

been many contestants who run for a state 
title, who are not from that state – but they 
should know a little about the leather com-
munity in that state. If only someone would 
invent a way of searching for information. 
Oh wait, Al Gore already did that! 

7) you can have a cocktail, just don’t 
be cocktailed! Alcohol is served at most 
leather contest. (There may be leather 
contests that don’t serve alcohol – but 
I haven’t been to any of those.) No one 
wants a sloppy leather titleholder contes-
tant. Judges will be watching. It is hard to 
take a stand for the leather community if 
you are having trouble standing. 

 6) A fantasy should not be a night-
mare! Many leather contests include some 
sort of on stage fantasy or skit. I have 
seen some really hot ones and I have seen 
some really funny ones. I have seen some 
great ones that were both hot and funny. I 
have also seen many train wrecks! A good 
on stage fantasy is a little play. It should 
tell a story and have a beginning, middle 
and an end. (It never hurts if it ends with 
a punch line. The audience loves to laugh 
and they have been drinking all day!) You 
will also want to keep it short. A leather 
fantasy shouldn’t drag and it also really 
shouldn’t include drag. 

 5) Be polished! A good leather title-
holder contestant shines- in more ways 
than one. One of the fastest growing 

groups in the leath-
er community is the 
bootblack commu-
nity. Get to know the 
bootblacks in your 
area! Stars may air 
their dirty laundry 
on the red carpet – 
but they don’t wear 
it! Your appearance 
is your first impres-
sion. That charming 
man in the well fit-
ted, well-polished 
leather looks like he 
is ready for a sash! 

 4) Most leather 
contests include 
public speaking. 
Getting up in front of 

an audience and saying a few words is a 
big part of being a leather titleholder. Plan 
what you are going to say. It kills me when 
I hear a contestant say, “And I guess that is 
about it… I can’t think of anything else…” 
Really? Didn’t know you were giving a 
speech? There are also contest that have 
a time limit on speeches. You can be too 
short, just don’t be too long. (That is the 
first time I ever told a leather person that!) 
One year at IML Mr. Louisiana Leather was 
giving the most heartfelt speech about sur-
viving Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. 

this year I have seen a contestant wear 
a sash from an old contest on stage the 
whole time during a 2013 contest. I have 
seen a contestant who failed to take his 
cover off during a formal leather speech. 
I have seen formal leather that was far 
from formal. (Hint sleeveless is not formal. 
Showing way too much skin is not formal.) 
I have also witnessed a contestant who 
when jokingly asked to take his shirt off by 
a judge, threw his leather shirt on the floor. 
A leather person respects his leather. One 
time I even saw a feather boa on stage 
during the physique portion of a contest. I 
could not possibly roll my eyes any harder! 
Those little mistakes that should never 
happen all add up.

 1) A leather titleholder will represent 
his leather community – be about your 
leather community. Have a background. 
Get involved! A person is not involved in the 
leather community because he bought a 
pair of chaps. He is involved in the garment 
industry. Support your local leather clubs. 
Attend events. Your local leather commu-
nity will also be happy to help you and sup-
port you when you enter a leather contest. 

 On Saturday, May 4, 2013, at 10 p.m. 
the Mr. Triple L / Leon’s Leatherman 2013 
Contest will be held at Leon’s Leather 
Lounge hosted by Mr. Maryland Leather 
2013 Bob Rose. Here is your chance to en-
ter a small, informal contest. I was honored 
to be a judge at the very first Mr. Triple L / 
Leon’s Leatherman Contest last year and it 
was lots of fun. I wouldn’t miss it this year 
for anything – unless they stop serving al-
cohol! t

A model titleholder

I am no expert on leather contests, but I 
have been attending them for 30 years. I 
have also judged quite a few, produced a 
few, and have been a contestant myself a 
time or two. (Although all my friends know 
that I am Maryland Mr. Drummer 2001 – 
few are aware that I am also First Runner-
up to Mr. Maryland Leather 2000.) Already 
this year I have attended three major leath-
er contests and I have cringed once again 
as I watched yet another contestant com-
mit a faux pas. So here we go. I can’t keep 
it in any longer. It is time for Rodney’s top 
ten leather titleholder contestant tips! 

10) you should wear the leather, 
not have people asking, “Where’s the 
leather?” I have a pic-
ture on my phone right 
now from a leather con-
test that shows the con-
testants lined up at the 
meet-and-greet. I asked 
one of my friends if he 
could pick out which one 
ended up being the win-
ner. He said, “The one in 
leather?” 

9) there is a reason 
they call the first night 
the “meet-and-greet.” 
It is your chance to meet 
everyone – especially 
the judges! Make sure 
you have a conversation 
with each judge and say 
goodbye to them when 
you leave. One of the most common in-
terview questions is: Tell what you know 
about each judge. There is no excuse to sit 
there and say, “Well, I don’t know this one 
or that one.” 

8) Do your research! You should know 
a little history about the contest you en-
tered and be able to name a prior winner- 
other than the one sitting at the judge’s 
table. I have met contestants for the Mary-
land LeatherSIR / Leatherboy Contest 
who did not know that it evolved from the 
Maryland Drummer Contest. There have 

His speech was just beautiful. Unfortu-
nately he didn’t time his speech and at IML 
the microphone goes off when the time is 
up. It felt like he was in the middle of his 
speech when the sound went out. How 
could he not have timed it?

 3) Most leather contest also include 
an on-stage question. Sometimes the 
question is given to the contestants in ad-
vance and sometimes it is not. (I always 
love the contestants who act so surprised 
on stage- even when I know that all the 
contestants got the questions the day be-
fore.) It is usually some funny little ques-
tion. The answer is usually not “world 
peace.” My favorite worst answer of all 
time happened at a Mr. Baltimore Eagle 
Contest many years ago. I have a dear 
friend from Virginia who is so hot that he 
is now a porn star. Unfortunately he also 
ended up being the Susan Lucci of the 
leather contest circuit. He was always the 
runner-up. He is just a gorgeous man and 
is part Korean. He was asked on stage: “If 
there weren’t cows to make leather out of, 
what else could we make clothing out of?” 
His answer, “Dogs, because in my country 
they eat them!” The audience gasped and 
then you could hear crickets! (It was an-
other First Runner-up for Ms. Lucci.) There 
was another contest that required that all 
contestants own what they wear on stage. 
A contestant was asked, “If money was no 
object, what would be the next leather item 
you would purchase.” He answered, “A pair 
of chaps like the ones I’m wearing.” What? 
Think before you answer and keep it fun. 

 2) Little things add up. Already 

Top Ten 
Titleholder 
Contestant Tips

“‘If there weren’t 
cows to make leather 

out of, what else 
could we make 

clothing out of?’ 
His answer, ‘Dogs, 

because in my 
country they eat 

them!’ The audience 
gasped and then you 
could hear crickets!”
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STAGECOACH REUNION 
AT THE ROWAN TREE   
MARCH 9, 2013 
PHOTOS BY: CHUCK ATWELL
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Brad’s Special 
Touch

www.specialtouchmassage.com

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage  
in your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

MC/VISA WELCOME • 443.695.0141

 BOOkS & GiFtS

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 cOuNSELiNG

 MASSAGE

 DJ  SuppOrt

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families,  
and Groups.

5209 York Road
410-532-2476
By Appointment Only

www.womensgrowthcenter.com

 pEt cArE

 FiNANciAL AttOrNEy 

 ADVErtiSE hErE
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