
at Baltimoreaidswalk.org. Volunteers are also 
needed – fill out the form here: Tinyurl.com/
AIDSWalkVolunteer.

For the walk, you will take a stroll through 
the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore, walking 
alongside the 
animals. The 
course takes 
you all around 
the zoo, the 
perfect occa-
sion for children 
and adults of all 
ages. After the walk, you are invited to stay 
for the day and enjoy all that the zoo has to 
offer. The registration is $25 (or $10 for those 
12 and under). Everyone is encouraged to 
raise a minimum of $100 in order to receive 
a commemorative event t-shirt. The three top 
fundraisers will earn special prizes.

rey had hid for 15 years!
Investigators concluded that the body 

was Robert Wells however; the circumstanc-
es of how Wells ended up in Dorian Corey’s 
closet remain unclear. It is here we enter the 
imaginative mind of creators Richard Mail-
man (book and lyrics), Joseph Ritsch (direc-
tor and co-artistic director of Rep Stage), and 
Ryan Haase (music creator). Dorian’s Clos-
et, opening this week at Rep Stage, explores 
the life of the drag queen pioneer as well as 
what lurks in that infamous closet. 

Ryan Clark: What was the genesis of 
Dorian’s Closet? 

Joseph Ritsch (director): The book 
writer and lyricist Richard Mailman and I 

  April 28, 2017 | Volume XIV, Issue 26

—continued on page 27

ly, contestants 
would gather 
in dilapidated 
g y m n a s i u m s 
and auditori-
ums in Harlem 
to compete in 
runway shows. 
The politics 
were com-
plex in this 
world where 
queens are 
divided into 

“houses” similar to the great fashion houses 
in Paris (e.g., the House of Chanel). While 
the competition was intense, the support 
was endless for these young people wres-

tling with sexual orientation and gender con-
formity. It is in Livingston’s film that we learn 
terms like “werking,” “walking,” and “reading,” 
as well as the roots of “voguing” long before 
Madonna hit the dance floor. 

Dorian Corey plays a supporting role 
in Paris is Burning. Serving as sage to the 
younger queens of the various houses – it is 
Corey who explains “reading” long before its 
appropriation by white gay male culture. The 
sequences filmed with Corey mostly take 
place in her Harlem apartment while she ap-
plies makeup for a night out at a ball. The 
camera catches a glimpse of a closet in the 
corner of the frame. After filming of Paris is 
Burning was complete, Dorian Corey died of 
AIDS. Little did viewers know that behind that 
closet door was a mummified body that Co-

2017 AIDS Walk & Run Baltimore, May 7th
By Bill Redmond-PalmeR
The 2017 AIDS Walk & Run Baltimore, pre-
sented by Quest Diagnostics, is set for the 
Maryland Zoo on Sunday, May 
7th, with the goal of raising 
$150,000 for Chase Brexton 
Health Care, to further expand its 
HIV testing, awareness, and care 
programs. 

Baltimore’s rate of infection is 
7.5 times higher than the nation-
al average, and the third highest 
rate of HIV diagnosis in the U.S., 
according to the CDC. HIV/AIDS 
is the fourth leading cause of death in the city 
of Baltimore, but at least one in six residents 
has not been tested for HIV. Baltimore City 
alone accounts for 41% of all new cases in 
Maryland. One in every five new HIV cases is 
an individual 13 to 24 years old.

“HIV and AIDS remain a major problem in 
Baltimore and a leading cause of death here,” 
said Sharon Cooper-Kerr, special events 

manager for Chase Brexton. “We 
urge people in the community to 
come out and walk or run – and 
support this critically important 
effort to raise funds to expand 
testing and treatment.”

The event takes place rain or 
shine. It starts and finishes at the 
Maryland Zoo in Baltimore, and 
registration includes a day at the 
zoo. Performer Tommie Ross is 

this year’s official AIDS Walk & Run ambas-
sador, and a comprehensive health fair is set 
up at the end of the course, offering informa-
tion, testing, and refreshments.

Participants can register to walk or run, or 
start a team and raise funds with their friends, 

Not yesterday’s 
epidemic: 

Baltimore’s 
infection rate 

is 7.5 times the 
U.S. average

By Ryan ClaRk
In 1990, docu-
mentary filmmaker 
Jennie Livingston 
premiered her film 
uncovering the wild 
and unique “Ball 
Scene” that predom-
inated N.Y.C. Harlem 
queer culture in the 
1980s. Long before 
Ru Paul became the 
drag queen zeitgeist, 
drag royalty – Pepper 
LaBeija, Angie Xtrava-
ganza, Willi Ninja, and 
Dorian Corey were 
tearing up Harlem in a 
celebration of gender 
fluidity and protest. The 
documentary film Paris i s 
Burning is the story of these important pio-
neers of drag in the years before the AIDS 
crisis ravaged the gay community. Week-

What’s Inside 
Dorian’s Closet?

Trump to 
queers: 

actually, 
it’s not 

your 
america

Dorian’s 
Closet – of 

drag & 
mummies, 

at Rep Stage

The five kilometer run follows a pleasant 
3.1 mile run through the zoo into Druid Hill 
Park, returning to cross the finish line at the 
zoo. Run registration is $25 ($10 for those 12 
and under).

If you can’t be there May 7h, participate 
as a “Virtual Walker / Runner.” Registration 
is $40 and allows you to support the effort no 

matter where you 
are, and includes 
a commemora-
tive event t-shirt 
by mail.

Last year, the 
event raised more 
than $87,000, 

which helped furnish two mobile HIV testing, 
education, and assistance vehicles for Chase 
Brexton. Despite a cold and rainy morning, 
more than 400 participants came to the Mary-
land Zoo in Baltimore to walk, run, and vol-
unteer. 

“It was truly amazing to see so many peo-
ple come out last year to support this cause, 
and we know this year is going to be even 
better,” said James Wilson, co-chair of the 
AIDS Walk & Run Baltimore. “We want you 
to get your friends together, start a team, and 
join us at The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore to 
help bring an end to the HIV and AIDS epi-
demic in Baltimore.” t
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Ride for the Feast 
Updates

As the Ride for the Feast approaches on 
May 13th and 14th, here is the last round 
of events planned to support teams raising 
funds for the event.

On April 29th, Spokin’ Hot, Team Epic, and 
Fierce Chicks Rock will join together to host 
their second annual Scavenger Hunt Alley Cat 
– 2 to 7 p.m., at 1725 Maryland Avenue, Bal-
timore. A $10 entry fee includes a spoke card 
and raffle ticket. All proceeds go to Moveable 
Feast. You are encouraged to dress in your 
best photo hunting attire, and find as many 
items or places on the manifest, and take a 
picture of your bike with it. There are priz-

es and free 
beer for first 
and second 
place, and for 
the best cos-
tume.

On April 
29th, Team 

Epic presents Pedal to the Bone, a fundrais-
ing party for the ride, from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
at the Basement at Ryleighs in Mount Vernon 
(1225 Catherdral Street, Baltimore). Ages 21 
and over and no cover. A silent auction will 
be held from 8 p.m. to midnight, with a raffle 
to follow. The event will feature “The Future 
is Female Showcase,” featuring live perfor-
mances by Ms. Sara and Monnize Wolff. 

On May 1st, from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m., 
Wheel Powered by Constellation will hold a 
discount day at Honeygrow in Charles Village 
and Harbor Point. Patrons must present the 
event flyer – it’s at Bit.ly/2pRONDG. t
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Saturday, May 6th
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Cocktails and Hors d'Oeuvres 
TICKETS ARE LIMITED
Donation is $50 per person

AIDS Action Baltimore
Presents

SPRING FLING

Please call 410.837.2437 or visit
AIDSActionBaltimore.org

for more information

Please call 410.837.2437 or visit
AIDSActionBaltimore.org

for more information

AIDS Action Baltimore
Presents

SPRING FLING
at the home of Jake Boone

in Bolton Hill
Saturday, May 6th
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Cocktails and Hors d'Oeuvres 
TICKETS ARE LIMITED
Donation is $50 per person

has fought so long and hard to create.
To purchase bus tickets, visit Aidsac-

tionbaltimore.org. For more info, call AAB 
at 410-837-2437. For more info on the 
march, it’s Facebook.com/TheEquality-
March2017. t

AIDS Action Baltimore Hosts 
Busses to Equality March

The Equality March for Unity and Pride in 
Washington, D.C., is set for Sunday, June 
11th from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Aids Action Bal-
timore (AAB), is planning to engage buses 
for D.C. to make it easier for Baltimoreans 
to join the demo. Their buses will depart 
from AAB at 8:30 a.m. and will leave Wash-
ington at 7:30 p.m.

The round-trip bus cost is $35. Buses 
have toilets, but no food or drink is provid-
ed. Rainbow flags will be provided to all 
AAB marchers. Contact AAB for a reser-

vation as soon as possible – no later than 
May 9th – to help AAB order the right num-
ber of seats. 

AAB hopes you will join them in resis-
tance to the Trump administration and in 
an effort to maintain all the important HIV 
services and research that our community 

AIDS Action 
Baltimore Presents 

its ‘Spring Fling’
AIDS Action Baltimore (AAB) hosts its 
benefit “Spring Fling” on Saturday, May 
6th from 7 to 10 p.m. at the home of Jake 
Boone in Bolton Hill. Buy a ticket and you’ll 
be provided the address. Cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres will be on offer. Tickets are 
$50 and available at Aidsactionbaltimore.
org. Specify the number of tickets you 
want on the Paypal page. Or send a check 
to AIDS Action Baltimore (10 East Eager 
Street, Baltimore 21202), or call AAB to 
charge tickets by phone – 410-837-2437. t

Resist Trump and help 
sustain the vital HIV services 

and research that our 
community fought to create.
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Lost Boys at the 
Windup Space

The Windup Space invites you to join them 
May 11th for their movie night fundraiser 
to support the House of Ruth Maryland’s 
LGBTQ Task Force, with a screening of 
the lost Boys, a classic “coming of age(-

less)” tale. They will have themed treats, 
and you are encouraged to attend in your 
trampiest 1980s vampire attire. A prize will 
be awarded for best costume.

The event will be held on May 11th from 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the Windup Space (12 
West North Avenue, Baltimore). The event 
cover is $10, and all proceeds go to House 
of Ruth Maryland’s LGBTQ Taskforce.

For more info, search for “Lost Boys 
Windup Space” on Facebook. t

– Bill redmond-Palmer
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LGBT People 
Encouraged to be 

Organ Donors
dallas, Texas – Unlike blood, LGBT 

people and those who are HIV-positive are 
encouraged to donate organs. Donate Life 
Texas is the only official organ and tissue do-
nor registry in Texas. The group’s head, Suzy 
Miller, wants the LGBT community to know 
during April – National Donate Life Month – 
that their organ donations are welcome. To 
get word out to the LGBT community, Donate 
Life Texas plans to exhibit at the Dallas Pride 
Festival in September.

Blood banks focus on whether the po-
tential donor is gay and reject all blood from 
someone who has had a same-sex sexual 
contact. Hospitals doing organ transplants 
are more concerned with whether the donor 
was HIV-positive or HIV-negative, regardless 
of sexual orientation. But being HIV-positive 
doesn’t exclude someone from donating or-
gans. People who are HIV-positive may do-
nate and those 
organs would 
be used to save 
the life of some-
one else who is 
HIV-positive.

Miller said 
the need is great: 
“590 Texans died 
last year on the transplant waiting list.” There 
are three ways someone may leave their or-
gans for transplant – by signing their driver’s 
license, by signing up on the Donate Life Tex-
as’ website and by signing a legal document 
stating one’s wishes to donate. Miller said any 
of these is considered a legal document, and 
“Your family can’t overturn your decision.” 
So that there’s no confusion, Miller noted, a 
transgender person who has legally changed 

dation, the educational arm of the nation’s 
largest LGBT civil rights organization. The 
designation was reported in the tenth edi-
tion of the Healthcare Equality Index (HEI).

In order to receive the designation, 
healthcare providers had to achieve a per-
fect score of 100 points across new criteria 
implemented by the Healthcare Equality 
Index. They were reviewed in categories 
including staff training and benefits, patient 
services and engagement, and responsible 
citizenship.

“This distinction shows that Chase Brex-
ton remains a leader in providing welcom-
ing, affirming care to the LGBTQ community 
in Baltimore and beyond,” said Nate Swee-
ney, executive director of the LGBT Health 
Resource Center of Chase Brexton Health 
Care. “Each year, the Human Rights Cam-
paign raises their standards for services, 
policies, training, and care. We are proud 
to have once again met those standards.”

This year a record 590 healthcare facil-
ities participated in the HEI 2017 survey. In 
addition to active survey participants, the 
HRC Foundation proactively researched 
key policies at more than 900 non-partici-
pating hospitals.

“The 2017 HEI reminds us again that 
though we have made tremendous gains 
over the past decade, there is still much 
more work left for us to do. With some of our 
biggest battles still ahead of us, it is crucial 
that institutions continue to demonstrate 
that the march toward full equality is not 
slowing down,” said HRC president Chad 
Griffin. “The 590 participants in this year’s 
HEI continue this march in partnership with 
the LGBTQ community.”

 In the 2017 report, a total of 302 facil-
ities, 51% of those actively participating in 
the survey, met the more challenging crite-
ria to earn this designation.

Among providers who did not partici-
pate in the HEI but were scored based on 
research, only 61% have policies that in-
clude both “sexual orientation” and “gen-
der identity,” and only 52% were found 
to have an LGBT-inclusive employment 
non-discrimination policy. t

– Bill redmond-Palmer

PFLAG Raises 
Funds with ‘Queens 
and Cocktails 2017’

PFLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays) Howard County hosts a gala 
fundraiser, Thursday, May 11th, 2017, from 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. It’s at the Historic Oak-
land Manor (5430 Vantage Point Road, 
Columbia, Maryland), and includes free 
parking. The event will feature heavy hors 
d’oeuvres, wine, their signature cocktail, 
raffles, a silent auction, and a drag show. 
The event dress code is “tuxedo to fig leaf.”

Guests of honor at the event will in-
clude Allan Kittleman, the Howard County 
Executive; state senators and delegates; 
current and former Howard County Coun-
cil Members; as well as Colette Roberts, 
co-founder and first president of PFLAG 
Columbia-Howard County.

Sponsorships ranging from $150 to 
$1000 are available. For more information, 
contact Sue Garner at sueginna@gmail.
com or 443-745-8294. Tickets range from 
$75 to $100. To purchase, visit Eventbrite.
com and search for “Queens and Cock-
tails,” or search the same on Facebook. t

Chase Brexton 
Named ‘Leader in 
LGBTQ Healthcare 
Equality’ by HRC

Late last month, the Human Rights Cam-
paign designated Chase Brexton Health 
Care as a “Leader in LGBTQ Healthcare 
Equality,” making it one of only three health-
care providers in Maryland, and one of only 
302 nationwide, to receive such recognition. 
The honor was bestowed by the HRC Foun-

410-727-1112  
chasecourt.com

1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD
Managed by David Egan, Baltimore OUTloud

wedding columnist
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Facebook.com/Chase 
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in “Beyond the Beltway,” April 14th).
Cardin issued his statement on April 

17th and decried the reports of forced dis-
appearances, 
torture, and 
killing of LGBT 
individuals, pri-
marily gay men, 
in Chechnya. 
Cardin said, 
“I am grave-
ly concerned 
about the 
growing threat 
facing LGBT 
individuals in 
the Chechen 
Republic of 
the Russian Federation, given reports that 
hundreds of LGBT persons, particularly gay 
men, have been detained and tortured, and 
at least three individuals killed, by Chech-
en security forces. Moreover, the Novaya 
Gazeta journalist who bravely reported on 
this alleged anti-LGBT campaign has now 
come under threat herself. The calloused, 
inhuman behavior of Chechen President 
Ramzan Kadyrov is well-known, and he has 
created an atmosphere of terror for LGBT 
individuals.” t (press release from Senator 
Ben Cardin)

their gender designation or their name since 
signing organ donation documents should 
sign a new document so that current informa-
tion matches current status. But she stressed 
that transgender people are welcome and en-
couraged to donate organs. t  (Dallas Voice 
– David taffet at Dallasvoice.com)

U.K. Survey: Many 
LGBTers are Rural  
london, england – After performing 

its first-ever geographical survey of the 
country’s gay and lesbian populations, the 
British government has found that a sur-
prising number are living in the country. 
When stacked up against other U.K. coun-
ties, the relatively sleepy region of Dev-
on was found to have the fourth-highest 
number of residents identifying as gay or 
lesbian. However, openly gay populations 
still remained strongest in liberal-minded 
urban areas. The central London borough 
of Lambeth ranked as the single gayest 
U.K. municipal area, with 5.5 per cent of 
residents identifying as gay or lesbian. The 
numbers, pulled from a three-year popu-
lation survey, were published April 19th in 

  newS // NATIONAL & WORLD  
a report issued by the U.K. Office for Na-
tional Statistics. The report stressed that 
the numbers only cover “sexual identity” – 
a polite way of saying that they have no 
way to count gay Britons who are still in 
the closet.

Of the various countries within the 
U.K., Northern Ireland was found to have 
the highest proportion of gay men with 1.6 
per cent. Scotland, at 1.1 per cent, had the 
lowest. When respondents were divided 
by age, a clear pattern emerged: Younger 
people were much more likely to identify 
as gay than their parents or grandparents. 
One of the few exceptions was London, 
where 2.4 per cent of 34 to 59-year-olds 
identified as gay compared with only 1.8 
per cent in the 16 to 34 cohort. Converse-
ly, the biggest generation gap emerged 
in Northern Ireland. Nearly one in 50 of 
Northern Ireland’s under-34 population 
identified as gay compared with one in 500 
for the country’s senior citizens. 

Across the board, meanwhile, the 
U.K.’s gay men were found to vastly out-
number gay women. In England, the pro-
portion of gay men to lesbians was double. 
In Northern Ireland, gay men outnumbered 
gay women more than five to one. But in-
terestingly, despite low numbers of lesbi-
ans Northern Ireland women were also the 

Offers a safe, warm, and welcoming place for 
transgender men and women to meet for support 

and peer networking.
Our social group meets twice a month on

the 2nd and last Wednesdays, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Individual support is also available.

Program services focus on health and wellness, 
personal achievement, and community building.

All services are free!

For more information call Falina or Phillip at 410-837-5573
AIDS ACTION Baltimore

10 E. Eager Street Baltimore, MD 21202

most likely in the U.K. to identify as bisex-
ual. In fact, with the exception of Scotland 
(where rates of bisexual men and women 
were neatly matched at 0.4 per cent), wom-
en across the U.K. were vastly more likely 
to identify as bisexual than men. The aver-
age Welsh woman, for instance, is twice as 
likely to consider herself bisexual than the 
average Welsh man. (montreal Gazette at 

montrealgazette.com/news/world/
found+where+gays+living+surpris-
ing+number+country/13313329/story.html)

Sen. Cardin: 
Denounces Anti-
Gay Violence in 

Chechnya
washington, d.C. – Maryland U.S. Sen-

ator Ben Cardin, the top Democrat on the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, re-
leased a statement in response to reports of 
Chechen government violence against gay 
men. Baltimore outloud reported on this in 
the last issue of this newspaper (“Gay men 
being tortured and murdered in Chechnya,” 

maryland 
U.S. Senator 

Ben Cardin
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these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

Beyond The BelTway

Do gay men have 
more casual sex, 
and if so, why?

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania – Apps 
like Grindr and Scruff have become the 
gold standard for men to meet men. These 
apps, and others like it, use geo-location-
al technology to connect users to other 
men currently logged onto the app within 
a certain physical range, creating easy 
opportunities to both meet and hook up 
with new guys. It is generally understood 
that Grindr, Scruff, and the like are used 
for casual sex. But why are these apps 

seemingly reserved for gay men? What 
about a hookup app for lesbians or for 
straight people? Certainly, Tinder is the 
closest thing to a hookup app for non-gay 
men but it absolutely falls short of being a 
full-fledged hookup app. Surely, gay men 
aren’t the only group of people who want 
to engage in casual sex. In fact, much 
research shows that men and women, re-
gardless of sexual orientation, choose to 
have casual sex (just for the sake of it) at 
roughly the same rate. But – and this is a 
very distinctive but – biological differences 
between men and women seem to be the 
cause of differences in hooking up habits. 

Oxytocin is released in the brain during 
sex and plays a primary role in our ability 
to bond and attach to others, to develop 
romantic feelings and to establish feelings 
of trust. While this chemical is produced by 
both men and women, it is only released in 
men during orgasm, while oxytocin is pro-
duced in females all throughout the sexual 
experience and at higher levels than men. 
Additionally, testosterone suppresses oxy-
tocin’s effects while estrogen maximizes it, 
making the differences between men and 
women’s sexual experiences even more 
pronounced. In short, men are not emo-
tionally attaching because of sex unless 
they are already connected to their sexual 
partner in other ways (i.e., dating or in a 
relationship). 

Beyond serotonin, from a societal lev-
el, when girls are taught about sex, they 
learn to look at it in the context of love and 
commitment instead of physical pleasure. 
They are taught to be cautious of sex in-
stead of embracing of it. On the other hand, 
boys are taught about sex much more ex-
pansively. Society teaches boys that sex 
is equated with not just pleasure, but also 
with power, self-worth and pride. A man 
who has many sexual partners receives 
positive labels and associations; histor-
ically, we might have referred to such a 
man as a “Don Juan” or “Casanova,” while 
a woman with the same habits might be 
called “slut” or whore.” This unfair assign-
ment of labels in response to the same 
sexual behavior tends to create shame 
in girls and women, which results in a 
more-limited sexual experience and a low-
er likelihood of going out and having their 
sexual desires fulfilled. If females were 
taught to be sex-positive (promoting of an 
open and positive attitude towards sex) 
from a young age, more women would be 
comfortable with casual sex and hookup 
apps would probably exist for everyone. 
(Philadelphia Gay News – Kristina Furia 
[a psychotherapist who works with lGBt 
clients] at epgn.com) 

Gray Prom gives 
LGBT elders a 
second chance 

dallas, Texas – Portia Cantrell’s wife 
wants the Gray Pride Prom to be as au-
thentic as possible, so she’s not agreeing 
to go until she receives a proper prompos-
al. “If we’re doing this, we’re doing it right,” 
she told Cantrell. Cantrell’s mother died 
when she was six. When she was 15, her 
sister caught her in her bedroom with her 
girlfriend. “If you’re going to act like this, 
there’s the door,” she recalled her sister 
saying. A friend of her father let her live 
in his garage. But he got her pregnant, 

and she dropped out of school. “Life is 
good, but it doesn’t turn out that way for a 
number of people,” the always optimistic 
Cantrell said about what happened to her. 
Although she dropped out of high school, 
Cantrell earned her GED and went to col-
lege. So she got to walk across a stage 
to receive a diploma. But she never got to 
walk down a red carpet to her prom – and 
that bothers her. A lot. 

Other members of Gray Pride, a pro-
gram of Resource Center that holds a 
weekly meetup on Monday afternoons, 
have similar reasons they’re going to the 
Gray Pride Prom. Serena Smuckers, a 
transgender woman, explained the dis-
comfort of putting on a tux for her prom. 

“Prom was miserable,” she said. “I had to 
be the upstanding dude.” Could she go as 
her authentic self? “You couldn’t do that 
in a town of 6,800 in Nebraska,” she said. 
Larry Derrick called his coming out a re-
volving door – he was out with gay friends, 
but not with his family. He finally came out 
at 29. “What I want to get out of prom is 
to bring the person I wanted to bring in 
high school,” he said. Even if he was re-
ally out in high school, he said his school 
would never have permitted him to go to 
prom with another man. Phil Garbera is 
from Cooperstown, a small town in upstate 
New York, best known as the home of the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. “Prom for me was 
non-existent,” Garbera said. “It was an 
awkward time for me.” 

The Gray Pride Prom is for anyone 50 
and older and those accompanying some-
one 50 or older. The event will be held at 
Resource Center on May 13th, with a DJ, 
cocktails, a red carpet, and photographer. 

All in all, Cantrell said she’s had a good 
life. After college, she became a nurse and 
then a trauma nurse specialist. And in May 
she’ll make up the one thing she says she 
missed in her life – the prom. (Dallas Voice 

– David taffet at Dallasvoice.com)

Seattle mayor 
target of gay 
sex accusation 
from former teen

Seattle, washington – The plaintiff in 
a lawsuit against Seattle Mayor Ed Mur-
ray – identified only as D.H. in the original 
court documents – revealed his identity in 
an April 18th court filing, but many unan-
swered questions remain in the case. The 
man is Delvonn Heckard, and he said in 

a letter released by his attorneys that he 
“expects” Murray to remember him as “Del-
vonn” but “doubts Mr. Murray ever knew 
his last name.” According to allegations 
in his lawsuit, Heckard met Murray when 
he was 15 years old and had sex with him 
repeatedly over a period of years in return 
for money. Murray has repeatedly denied 
the allegations. 

In a statement issued shortly after 
Heckard revealed his name, Murray em-
phatically denied knowing him. “I can state 
categorically that I have never had a sexu-
al relationship with this individual, Delvonn 
Heckard, of any kind or at any time,” Mur-
ray says in the statement. “I have never 
paid for sex, and I have never had sex 
with a minor. Heckard’s claims about my 
anatomy were proved medically false last 
week. His accusations are not true,” Mur-
ray added, saying he’d just learned Heck-
ard’s name and it was “not familiar to me.” 

In his first court filing, Heckard, then 
known only as D.H., said that he could 
prove he’d had sex with Murray because 
he could describe a distinctive feature of 
Murray’s genitals – a mole or “bump” on 
his scrotum. In a subsequent report by 
Murray’s doctor, it appeared that the may-
or had no such bump and no evidence 
that anything like it had been surgically 
removed. Far from putting the accusations 
to rest, however, Murray’s release of the 

Till orgasm do us part

Seattle mayor ed murray – 
ex-teen wants money for allegd sex

compiled by Jim Becker

Portia
Cantrell

—continued on page 10
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SOLELY FOCUSED ON HIV
Find out more at viivhealthcare.com/us and follow us  @ViiVUS

YES, WE MAKE MEDICINES 
WITH THE HIV COMMUNITY 
IN MIND. WE ALSO LISTEN 
TO WHAT’S ON THE MIND 
OF THE HIV COMMUNITY.
At ViiV Healthcare, the voice of the HIV 
community informs the work we do to help 
improve the lives and outcomes for people 
living with HIV.
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
By Jennifer Eden
Baltimore’s queer community has been missing its Thursday 
Hip-Hop Night at Club Hippo since the club closed last year. The 
CVS that now stands at the corner of Charles and Eager streets 
is a constant reminder of the bright lights and good times that 
once lived there. Many members of the local SGL/LGBTQ have 
been longing for a new place to enjoy drinks, dancing, and DJ 
Rosie.

Well, the community got its wish thanks to Mosaic Night-
club and Lounge. The venue, located inside Power Plant Live in 
downtown Baltimore, will be introducing a new Thursday night 
party for the SGL/LGBTQ community. Starting on May 4th, Queer 
Theory, will take place every 1st and 3rd Thursday with doors 
opening at 9pm and the party running until 2am. 

Mosaic Nightclub and Lounge boasts unique décor, lavish 
VIP sections, and a spacious dance floor. The bar is fully stocked 
with ingredients for every cocktail one could imagine, including 
special edition rainbow Smirnoff vodka bottles. 

VIP tables and bottle service are available. For reservations 
call (443) 468-5308! RSVP to enter to win a VIP table/bottle ser-
vice and a gift bag! The winner will be announced at 11PM!

A portion of the proceeds from the $5 cover charge will be 
donated directly to the GLCCB. This ongoing fundraising effort 
will support the year-round work of the GLCCB and its efforts to 
serve the community. 

There is plenty of free parking in the Pier V - Baltimore Inner 
Harbor garage. There is limited street parking on nearby streets 
as well as paid garages on Market Place and Lombard Streets. 
The venue is also accessible via public transportation.

There’s no room at Queer Theory for homophobia, transpho-
bia, fatphobia, sexism, racism, classism, or ableism. So bring 
good vibes and be ready to dance!

For more information on the event, search “Queer Theory 
Kickoff” on Facebook or email jeden@glccb.org. 

Queer Theory Dance 
Party Kickoff
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THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

Events Calendar: April/May 2017
Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wedesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays

04/30

Narcotics Anonymous
   11:00am-1:00pm
Yoga
   3:30pm-5:00pm ($10)
Mind Travel Meditation 
   2:00pm – 3:00pm

05/07

Narcotics Anonymous
   11:00am-1:00pm
Yoga
   3:30pm-5:00pm ($10)

05/01

Sistas of the “t”
   4:00pm – 6:00pm

GLCCB Night at 
Potbelly 
   5:00pm – 8:00pm

05/08

Sistas of the “t”
   2:00pm – 4:00pm

05/02

Real Love 
Interpersonal 
Communication Group
   7:00pm – 9:00pm

Giovanni’s Room 
Poetry Workshop 
   6:30pm-8:30pm ($5)
SILhouette
   7:30pm-9:30pm

05/09
Real Love 
Interpersonal 
Communication Group
   7:00pm – 9:00pm

05/03

Free & Confidential HIV 
Testing
   6:30pm-8:30pm
The Mankind Project
   6:30pm-8:30pm

TransBaltimore
   7:00pm-9:00pm

05/10

Free & Confidential HIV 
Testing
   6:30pm-8:30pm
The Mankind Project
   6:30pm-8:30pm

05/04
YAO – Youth Against 
Oppression
   4:30pm-6:30pm

Get Smart with iChat
   7:00pm-9:00pm

Sistahs of Pride
   7:30pm-9:30pm

05/11 
YAO – Youth Against 
Oppression
   4:30pm – 7:00pm
Family Game Night
   5:30pm – 9:30pm
Sistahs of Pride
   7:30pm – 9:30pm

04/28
Black Men’s Xchange
   6:30pm-10:00pm

TAG Outreach
   8:00pm-10:00pm

05/05
Giovanni’s Room 
Open Mic:
A Poem for Mama
   7:00pm-10:00pm

05/12
Black Men’s Xchange
   6:30pm-10:00pm

TAG Outreach
   8:00pm-10:00pm

04/29
 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
   5:00pm-8:00pm

05/06
Alcoholics Anonymous 
   5:00pm-8:00pm

05/13
Alcoholics Anonymous 
   5:00pm-8:00pm

By Mimi Demissew and Jennifer Eden
The GCCB, as it was called at its inception, was 
originally housed in the same neighborhood that the 
GLCCB calls home today. Pau-
lette Young, the first president 
of the center, and the rest of the 
original founders started out in 
the basement of 2122 Maryland 
Avenue. This year, Pride comes 
full circle with the celebration 
returning to its original neigh-
borhood.  In order to mark this 
historic return, Pride Unleashed 
is taking place in the Charles 
North community of Baltimore.

The Charles North Neigh-
borhood Association along with 
Station North and Baltimore City 
leadership have all been instru-
mental in helping us make this 
change. Of course we have to 
also give recognition to Mt. Ver-
non, which has been the home 
of Baltimore Pride and Balti-
more’s gayborhood for several 
years. To commemorate this, our 2017 Baltimore 

Pride Parade will begin in Mt. Vernon and end in our 
new neighborhood of Charles North.

It’s important to note that Baltimore’s gayborhood 
has changed over the years and 
Baltimore Pride has followed 
this change. In years past Balti-
more Pride was held in Wyman 
Park, and has changed loca-
tions based on where the city’s 
LGBTQ/SGL population lives, 
works, and congregates. This 
year Pride Unleased is taking 
place in Charles North on Sat-
urday June 17 from 1:00PM to 
10:00PM. The festival will take 
place in Druid Hill Park again 
on June 18 from 1:00pm to 
6:00PM. 

We will continue to up-
date the community on Balti-
more Pride 2017 through our 
Facebook page, www.balti-
morepride.org, and of course 
Baltimore OUTloud newspaper. 
In the next issue, well be an-

nouncing some of our Pride Unleashed headliners.

Pride Moving with the Population
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—continued from page 6

Beyond The BelTway

doctor’s findings only escalated the media 
war over Heckard’s allegations, and many 
questions remain. Foremost among them, 
perhaps, is the question of how Heckard’s 
attorneys came by their client in the first 
place. Other questions center on Heckard 
himself. He has led a complicated life, and 
it’s not entirely clear what motivated him 
to bring charges against Murray some 30 
years after the incidents he alleges. Ac-
cording to his attorney, his “claims are po-
litically motivated in that he does not think 
a man who abuses children, and then lies 
about it in office, should be in high office 
without the public being afforded full in-
formation.” (Seattle Gay News – mike an-
drew at Sgn.org)

South Korea 
said to target 
gay soldiers 
after sex video 
surfaces

Seoul, South korea – associated 
Press reports that a watchdog group is 
alleging that South Korea’s army is hunt-
ing down and prosecuting gay servicemen 
after a video of two male soldiers having 
sex was posted on the internet earlier this 
year, stoking fear in an already persecut-
ed minority group. Military investigators 
looking into the case have threatened 
soldiers to out their gay peers, confiscat-
ed cellphones to check communication re-
cords, and even used dating apps to dupe 
soldiers into revealing their sexual identity, 
said Lim Tae-hoon, the head of the Mili-
tary Human Rights Center for Korea, which 
tracks down abuses in the armed forces.

“Military investigators used the infor-

mation they gained from the investigation 
on the sex video to track down other gay 
soldiers in the army, starting by forcing 
the suspects to identify who they had sex 
with and then widening their search from 
there,” said Lim, who said a soldier tipped 
his group off about the alleged crackdown. 

“South Korea’s military doesn’t exclude gay 
men from compulsory duty, but once they 
enter the military, they are seen as dan-
gerous and treated as potential criminals, 
as the ongoing army investigation shows,” 
said Han Ga-ram, an openly gay human 
rights lawyer. In conservative South Ko-
rea, LGBT people are harshly stigmatized 
and struggle to be politically visible, while 
a powerful Christian lobby immobilizes 
politicians seeking to pass anti-discrimina-
tion laws. Han said the investigation had 

“touched off fear in the LGBT community. 
Hate crimes against LGBT people are al-
ready a serious problem, and the govern-
ment could make it worse by sending the 
wrong message by punishing gay men in 
the military,” Han said.

South Korea’s army says it’s conduct-
ing a proper criminal investigation into sol-
diers allegedly involved with filming and 
uploading the video, which is a violation of 
the country’s communications laws and a 
military penal code that makes homosex-
ual activity punishable by up to two years 
in prison. The army has denied allegations 
that investigators are using the case to 
embark on a broader mission to weed out 
gay soldiers. t (mail.com and associated 
Press at mail.com/int/news/world/5132110-
sex-video-s-korea-accused-targeting-gay-
soldiers.html#.1258-stage-hero1-5)

Sweden to pay 
trans people 
required to be 
sterilized

Stockholm, Sweden – Sweden’s cen-
ter-left government has proposed legislation 
that would grant compensation to transgen-
der men and women who had to undergo 
mandatory sterilization in order to have their 
sex legally reassigned. Transgender Swedes 
had to be sterilized before they could legally 
change their gender until 2013. The govern-
ment’s bill would allow an estimated 800 peo-
ple to claim 225,000 crowns ($26,000) each in 
compensation from the state. Many European 
countries, such as Finland, Switzerland, and 
Greece, still require transgender people who 
want to legally change their gender to undergo 

sterilization, according to Transgender Europe.
“Sterilization as a condition to obtain a 

change of gender was an expression of a 
view that society today distances itself from,” 
Healthcare Minister Gabriel Wikstrom said in 
a statement. Maria Sundin, a transgender ac-
tivist and former chairwoman of Transgender 
Europe, was forced to undergo sterilization in 
1999. She said of the bill: “It is a very positive 
outcome. It is vindication, and very positive 
that we didn’t have to take it to court.” The 
Swedish Federation for LGBT and Queer 
Rights had long threatened to sue the gov-
ernment over the sterilizations and wanted 
300,000 crowns in compensation for each af-
fected individual. “It is very welcome that the 
government, the first in the world, is paying 
compensation in recognition of the crimes 
committed by the state against transgender 

people,” it said in a statement.
Sweden – often viewed as a bastion of 

tolerance – has a dark history of sterilization 
that dates back to the 1930s when Roma 
were often targeted in drives for racial pu-
rity. Mental disability, institutionalization, or 
simply having what authorities deemed to be 
too many children, could also result in ster-
ilization during those decades. An estimated 
63,000 people – the vast majority of them 
women – were sterilized between 1935 and 
1975, around half force or coercion. The prac-
tice of involuntary sterilization has been wide-
ly condemned as a human rights violation, in-
cluding by the United Nations. t (Reuters 

– Johan Ahlander with editing by Niklas 
Pollard & Mark Trevelyan at Reuters.com/
article/us-sweden-transgender-sterilisa-
tion-idUSKBN16Y1XA?il=0)

above compiled for 4/28/17 issue

Colorado Lesbian couple wins housing 
discrimination case

Boulder, Co – On April 5 a federal 
district court judge in Colorado ruled that 
the federal Fair Housing Act protects LGBT 
people against discrimination. Lambda Le-
gal Staff Attorney Omar Gonzalez-Pagan 
said it is the first time a federal court has 
ruled that the Fair Housing Act’s sex dis-
crimination prohibitions apply to discrimi-
nation based on stereotypes about sexual 
orientation and gender identity.

lim Tae-hoon, the head of the military 
human Rights Center for korea

Protesters 
symbolically 
reenact 
Sweden’s 
former 
‘sterilize 
to change 
gender’ 
policy
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City, inspired and reawakened 
something in me. The program fea-
tured speakers and entertainers 
(this is New York, after all) who 
rose above the perfunctory na-
ture of these events and made it 
something truly beautiful. It ached 
with loss, yes, but it also had an 
emotional honesty that never felt 
melodramatic. And it made me 
want to know Sean McKenna 
better.

I tend to present my life with 
joy and good humor (and let’s 
face it, I’ve never had a chal-
lenging emotion that wasn’t 
worth stuffing down as 
far as possible). Sean, 
on the other hand, wants 
us to face the harsh real-
ities of today’s long-term 
survivors. He has sent 
me messages to chastise me for painting 
too rosy a picture. He puts me on the de-
fense a lot. In other words, Sean McKenna 
does exactly what a good advocate should 
do. He bears witness and holds people ac-
countable.

In my interview with Sean, we wrangle 
over our different styles, the purpose of 

qUaliTy of life

Last December I attended the most mov-
ing, transcendent World AIDS Day program 
I’ve witnessed in years. That’s not saying 
much, of course. These evenings are usually 
well-meaning but maudlin, featuring tearful 
eulogies while we hold up candles that drip 
on our fingers and we revisit personal losses 
that I put to rest a longtime ago. Okay, clear-
ly, I have issues with grief.

But this event, organized by long-term 
AIDS survivor Sean McKenna in New York 

Sean 
McKenna: Life 
with AIDS Isn’t So 
Damn ‘Fabulous’

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous

AIDS histo-
ry, whether 
fear is a use-
ful tool, and 
his insistence 
that life today 
for long-term 
survivors is far 
worse than any 
of us are ac-
knowledging.

mk: first 
of all, we have 
very different at-
titudes about be-
ing longtime sur-
vivors. i should 
probably say that 

up front. would you agree?
Sm: Actually no, I agree with a great deal 

of what you say but there’s nothing really 
“fabulous” about it as we age.

mk: oh, so we’re going to go there 
right away, eh? i will admit i was being 
cheeky when i named my blog “my fabu-
lous disease,” but isn’t there a place for 
some levity? and why shouldn’t whatev-
er joy and humor we possess accompany 
us as we age?

Sm: We wouldn’t be here if we couldn’t 
find joy or humor, and “fabulous” worked for 
me before my friends started getting ridic-
ulous kidney problems and cancers. Before 
they became home bound by soft bones and 
the continued isolation. Some even opting 
out of their meds or not getting them for cog-
nitive reasons. I have great respect for what 
you do. The world needs both of us.

mk: you’re speaking up for those for 
whom decades of hiV hasn’t been easy, 
or at least it isn’t now.

Sm: I’m speaking for people who have re-
cently lost their husbands and have to sell all 
of their belongings to be able to access the 
proper care. I’m speaking to people of color 
who have never been serviced correctly.

mk: when i wrote the piece “Stop 
Bludgeoning young Gay men with our 
aidS Tragedy,” you were offended. like, 
really offended. i was making a point 
about respecting our history but not us-
ing it to shame younger people, but you 
weren’t having it.

Sm: I was offended. You don’t tell chil-
dren to forget slavery, the Holocaust, Viet-
nam, or any other world war. History is not 
about shame. I’ve never used our war on 
AIDS to shame anyone. In addition, I believe 
it gave a lot of younger folk the permission to 
not give a shit about those of us who paved 
the way for PrEP. It doesn’t help garner re-
spect for long-term survivors.

mk: yes, but did you ever, in your 
youth, ask a worldwar ii veteran to sit 

Sean
mckenna

credit: Aline Paley

down and tell you all about it? my own 
dad was an air force colonel, and we 
never discussed the wars he fought in. i 
give younger people some slack on this 
topic. human nature is self-centered. we 
have to experience life for ourselves.

Sm: I give younger folk more credit than 
that. My uncle died in the Korean War, he 
was dad’s best friend. We were taught about 
it in schools, so yes, I was curious.

mk: i know “the aidS years” of the 
1980s have shaped everything i am to-
day, and i believe that history should be 
preserved. my objection is when we try 
to scare the hell out of younger people 
about those nightmare years so they 
will respect us more or change their risk 
behaviors. Scare tactics about the past 
don’t work. if so, why would any new war 
begin?

Sm: When I was in school we had bomb 
drills. I was scared but it didn’t change my 
history or the fact that it needs to be at least 
a reference. I have never tried to scare 
young people with our war.

mk: i think our different points of view 
might be reduced to this: i see aidS in the 
rear-view mirror. you see it in the passen-
ger seat.

Sm: Unless I am misinformed and there 
is a cure, then you are in the driver’s seat, 
too. I feel an obligation to communicate our 
history, not pretend it didn’t happen for fear 
of scaring young people. Besides, Larry 
Kramer scared the shit out of a lot of people 
and boy, I am glad he did.

mk: when i met larry last month for 
the first time, to interview him for Poz 
magazine, i couldn’t bring myself to tell 
him i had a blog called “my fabulous dis-
ease.” Can you imagine his reaction? oy.

Sm: You give people a laugh and hope 
and I respect that, but there isn’t anything 
I’m afraid to tell Larry. He was not about 
laughs. I like to think he would be proud of 
my tenacity.

mk: what do you want to see change? 
what rights and services are not being 
provided us, and do you mean long-term 
survivors specifically, or all people living 
with hiV?

Sm: Well even those that are positive 
now will someday be long-term survivors, 
no? I would like AIDS service organizations 
to realize that those of us who were given a 
death sentence in the 80s and 90s are not 
doing so well. We didn’t have the advanced 
meds, we were the ones they tested them 
on. I can’t believe that you don’t know any 
long-term survivors from those days who are 
living in poverty and often times without any 
services at all. People with bone and cog-
nitive issues, people who are homebound, 
because that is the reality of long-term survi-
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vors today and time is not on our side.
mk: actually, i know plenty of longtime 

survivors. we’re all doing well, although 
bone density issues have cropped up. 
That is probably more to do with my be-
ing a privileged gay white man, i imagine, 
with access and resources.

Sm: I have heard of too many early 
deaths, be it from side effects or just giv-
ing up and I hear of more every day. It is 
because of constant needling of the GMHC 
that they now have a working buddy program 
and are creating a Long-Term Survivor Hub, 
that and (GMHC executive director) Kelsey 
Louie’s willingness to listen to me. (Sean 
convinced GMHC to reinstate its Buddy Pro-
gram in 2015, specifically to offer support to 
long-term survivors.)

mk: at community-based events, like 
Positive living (the last remaining week-
end conference/retreat for and by people 
living with hiV/aidS), i get to hang out 
with a much more diverse collection of 
people living with hiV. and yes, they are 
struggling. it’s happening behind a dark 
curtain of racism and poverty.

Sm: That curtain needs desperately to 
be lifted as we are dy-
ing again. Some of my 
friends say it’s like the 
80s all over again.

mk: The 80s? in 
what way? do you 
believe that? it feels 
extreme. as some-
one else who was 
there, today ain’t 
nothing like the pa-
rade of funerals we 
had then.

Sm: We may not 
be dying in the num-
bers that we were in 
the 80s, but the stig-
ma, lack of services, lack of someone to lis-
ten and help, is too close to what happened 
in those early years. We’re losing each other 
when we should be serviced and respected. 
So yes, in many ways it’s just like the 80s. 
We watch the fortunate survivors thrive while 
having arthritis at 40 or 50 years old, which 
is not normal, makes it hard to even get out 
of bed. Support groups have dried up, not 
that we can all get to them. The difference 
between now and the 80s, besides numbers, 
is that nobody is desperately trying to save 
us like back then. 

mk: i want to hear more about this, 
because i think it would surprise a lot of 
people. Please say more about longtime 
survivors who are homebound, dying of 
side effects or giving up. i don’t think it is 
the dominant view, although social stig-
ma is another thing altogether.

Sm: So many of my friends have lost 
their insurance and are now living on disabil-
ity alone. You can’t live a healthy life on that 
amount of money. Too many have written to 
tell me they’ve given up. Too many have died 
most recently in their 50’s and 60’s whether it 
be heart attacks caused by the med side ef-
fects or cancers that we are 40% more likely 
to get. It’s a bleak existence, living below the 
poverty level, having cognitive issues at an 
early age and trying to understand a system 
that is quite happy to lose us.

mk: i do believe a lot of people would 
prefer that long-term survivors hurry up 
and die already. I mention this specifical-
ly in an article on hiV stigma i wrote for 
Poz magazine, saying, “They remind us 
of our darkest days, these unwelcome 
relics, and though we ignore them their 
haunting persists, in the daylight of the 
grocery store and the darkness of the 
bars. we avert our eyes and anticipate 
their extinction.”

Sm: I couldn’t agree more with your 
quote. We are a reminder of those dark days 
but that is no reason for our community to 
sweep us under the rug. We’re just like you 

said, “unwelcome 
relics.” Certainly, not 
what veterans of a 
war deserve.

mk: who else 
is addressing the 
plight of longtime 
survivors in ways 
you admire? any 
programs or orga-
nizations that are 
handling these is-
sues well?

Sm: Tez Ander-
son in San Francis-
co, founder of Let’s 

Kick ASS (AIDS Survivor Syndrome) is to 
be admired, and some healthier long-term 
survivors are waking up to it but that is it, 
other than what I talked GMHC into doing, 
and that’s a crime

mk: There’s only one person who 
comes to mind who is addressing the 
issues of longtime survivors? That sug-
gests there isn’t a lot going on, or you’re 
not exactly impressed with what is.

Sm: There are a handful of us but cogni-
tive issues is one of my most embarrassing 
traits so I’m sure I’m forgetting people.

mk: let me plug some folks i appreci-
ate in this arena. i like the Reunion Proj-
ect out of Chicago by TPan, which has 
been holding events in major cities, and 
the recent Seniors with hiV conference 
in fort lauderdale sponsored by Sun-
Serve. i do see hiV media making aging 
with hiV a hot topic: stories about our 

unique challenges are on every hiV site, 
and Positively Aware just devoted an en-
tire issue to it. now, some of these are 
specific to longtime survivors and some 
are more generally about aging with hiV, 
but it’s happening. i see people like Tez, 
matt Sharp, Jeff Berry, Sean Strub, Rae 
lewis-Thornton, Greg Cassin, and others 
as being pretty forward-thinking on this.

Sm: Let’s just say I started talking about 
it four years ago. That’s lives lost in the 
meantime. I agree that we are more in the 
public eye but it’s one thing to be talked 
about, another to be serviced.

mk: So what, then, would you like to 
see being done? what programs need to 
be offered, and by whom?

Sm: I want respect and services before 
we die. I want services for homebound long-
term survivors. I’m quite proud of how GMHC 
is following through on this. But many of 
these agencies are focused on PrEP, trans 
rights, etc., which are all admirable and all 
necessary. Just don’t toss us aside.

mk: There is a real poignancy in your 
saying, “i want respect,” Sean. you’ve 
mentioned it a few times. i share that 
sense of wanting due respect, for what 
we endured and what we accomplished 
as a community 30 years ago. That said, 
no one has much use for the past, it 
seems. i’m talking about people gener-
ally, but even younger, newly-diagnosed 
hiV-positive people. They’ve got their 
own challenges, their own lives to lead. 
we’re not great at looking backward as a 
species. which is where this conversa-
tion began, actually.

Sm: If we ignore history we are doomed 
to repeat it. There are ways to educate 
younger people without scaring the crap out 
of them and maybe in this day and age of 
immediate gratification we should pause and 
look back once in a while. I want to thank you 
too for keeping our spirits afloat with your 
blog for those years that we didn’t foresee 
these consequences.

mk: well, i’m both more optimistic and 
more cynical than you. i think the world 
today is a far better place for people liv-

qUaliTy of life

ing with hiV than 
it once was, but i 
don’t think people 
care about history 
all that much. most 
everyone who 
reads this will be 
long-term survivor 
themselves. most 
others will scroll 
right past.

Sm: Not true, 
you would be sur-
prised but time will 
tell.

mk: okay, you’re a 
hard nut to crack but i 
admire your tenacity. 
we share a very close 
dna strand about these 

things. let’s be friends.
Sm: I thought we were!
mk: well, we’ve never done lunch. 

That’s a requirement.
Sm: Lunch is on, but you’re paying.
mk: done.
Sm: Thanks very much! And now I’ve 

made it on your site.
mk: my pleasure. But i’m not chang-

ing the name of my blog. t
“We may not be dying 
in the numbers that 
we were in the 80s, 
but the stigma, lack 
of services, lack of 

someone to listen and 
help, is too close to 

what happened in those 
early years.”

aCT UP – A 
1990s die-in to 
save lives
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countless times and I can’t remember 99% 
of the flights. But I once drove down from 
Baltimore to Delray Beach. I stopped in Sa-
vannah to see my friend, Jimmy, it was the 
last time I saw him before he died. We went 
out to dinner, I met some of his family, I met 
his dog, and I crashed on his couch for the 
night. I remember stopping to buy fireworks 
for the 4th of July. And I remember how hap-
py I was when I got back to Delray. Look-
ing back, the journey and destination were 
equally important. The journey doesn’t even 
exist without a destination. Yes, sometimes 
our goals change along the way or we de-
cide to take the scenic route. Sometimes, 
we realize, once we get there, that we never 
really wanted to go there in the first place. 
Often, the original destination is a new start-
ing point for the next. t

Joshua Buchbinder, m.S., is the co-own-
er of B-Strong athletics. He and his wife, 
elyse, have three decades of combined 
coaching and training experience. their goal 
is to utilize proven training methods, science 
based nutrition, and compassion to help ev-
ery client achieve the results they want. He 
can be reached at josh@bsa.life, 410-967-
9699, or via their website Bsa.life.

who had the greatest of intentions and 
goals for their lives. Many believed their 
lives would change if they lost weight, 
toned up, or ran a 5K. This logic seems 
sound. Many would train multiple times a 
week full of vigor – ready to seize the day 
and crush their workouts! The results would 
start to come and then, as with everyone, 
the results would stop or slow down. 

This question always came, “Why did 
I stop losing weight?” My answer is a se-
ries of questions meant to inspire some 
introspection, “What are you eating? How 
much are you sleeping? What’s your alco-
hol consumption? Do you cook or eat out? 
What exercise are you doing on your own? 
Are you following the plan I gave you?”

After looking at their actions they start 
bargaining. “Well if I want to go out for 
drinks with my friends can I just do some 
extra cardio?” Do extra cardio but, you’ll 
still be behind drinking 400 calories and 
only burning 200. Even if you burn the 
whole 400, you’re still just back at base-
line. You’d undo some damage but it’s 
more effective to do extra cardio and not 
drink all night!

Now some people realize either their 
goal needs to change to fit their life or their 

Think about the saying, “It’s the journey, 
not the destination.” Is it simply something 
people say who’ve never achieved a goal? 
When I’m flying from Baltimore to South 
Florida the destination is fairly important. 
In fact, if the plane doesn’t crash, the 
journey is mundane! Sure, the journey by 
which we as human beings came to have 
the ability and privilege to get on an air-
plane is an amazing tale but these days air 
travel is business as usual. 

Merely moving in a direction can’t be 
more important than achieving a goal. Can 
it? 

I have trained many wonderful clients 

The Journey or the
Destination?

qUaliTy of life

life needs to change to fit their goal. This 
is a tough epiphany. It’s a paradox really. 
You wanted to get fit so your life would get 
better, when it’s really your life that needs 
to change for the better to get you fit. 

You’re faced with a decision – do you 
go to the destination you chose or a dif-
ferent one? Choose the original goal and 
work towards establishing a different life 
based on your stated desires? Or change 
the goal because this journey is hard and 
the change overwhelming? Do you quit on 
what you believed you wanted? 

Both answers are acceptable. It’s okay 
to say “It’s too hard, right now” or “I’m not 
ready.” Sometimes when you’re on a slow 
journey, you find a deeper conviction over 
time. I’ve had clients realize they said they 
wanted to lose weight because society said 
they should and they were actually happy 
exercising, getting stronger, or lowering their 
blood pressure. While other clients made 
such drastic changes as to cut negative in-
fluences out of their lives or go home and tell 
their spouse to either join them on the jour-
ney or stop sabotaging their progress. 

Is it the journey or the destination? It’s 
both. You can’t have one without the oth-
er. I’ve flown up and down the East Coast 

Life
for

Joshua H. Buchbinder

Fit
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him cope with the diagnosis, and practice 
taking a vitamin pill daily to get into the 
habit of daily medication. These changes 
will take at least a few months. 

Let’s adjust your statement to say 
that every patient with HIV who is able to 
handle taking medicine every single day 
should start on medications as soon as 
possible after being diagnosed. Those who 
are not able to do so should work seriously 
on getting ready.

Dear Dr. Eva, 
My roommate R and I are both HIV 

positive. We see the same doctor. My 
roommate is a player, and he does’t tell his 
partners he is positive. I asked our doctor 
if he would talk with R’s partners if I got 
him contact information. The doctor said 
he can’t because it’s against the law. Well, 
I know psychiatrists are supposed to con-
tact anyone their patient is threatening. If 
that is legal, why isn’t it legal to warn peo-
ple who might get a deadly infection?

Concerned

Dear Concerned,
First, I am not a lawyer. I will answer 

this as well as I can from the perspective of 
medical ethics and laws affecting medical 
professionals. 

Medical laws and ethics put great im-
portance on confidentiality of patients’ 
medical information. That includes test re-
sults, treatment, and anything the patient 
tells a medical professional. Medical infor-
mation cannot be given to anyone – includ-
ing the patient’s husband, wife, or family 
members – unless the patient agrees.

The exception for psychiatrists comes 
from a less medically complicated era. 
Passing on an infection was not thought of 
as threatening someone in the same way 
as committing murder. We now realize that 
both could have the same result, but it is 
much harder to tell if the infected person 
had the intention of harming their partner. 
Also, if the partner becomes infected, HIV 
is now a treatable disease. 

Another issue is that, if people with 
HIV knew their medical information might 
be shared, it might make them unwilling 
to get medical care. If that happened, in-
creasing numbers of untreated people with 
HIV would worsen the epidemic.

A key point is that these laws and eth-

qUaliTy of life // HEALTH

Dear Dr. Eva,
My 16-year-old son recently learned he 

has HIV (not as bad as AIDS). The whole 
family is upset and trying to decide what’s 
best for him. It’s my understanding that it’s 
best to start HIV meds as soon as the virus 
is found, to protect the person’s ability to 
fight infections (the immune system). My 
son says he can’t take medicine every day 
and that it would remind him every day that 
he has the infection. Also he may just not 
be responsible enough – he often misses 
school and I know he uses some kind of 
drugs. What do you think?

Worried Dad

Dear Dad,
Your son’s situation is frightening and 

tragic. Thank you for sticking with him and 
trying to support him. Unfortunately, many 
families reject family members who have 
been diagnosed with HIV.

Your trying to figure out the best health 
care choices for your son is what any con-
cerned parent would do, but it is very im-
portant to understand that decisions about 
your son’s health care can only be made 
by him. Even though he is under 18, if you 
make decisions for him that he does not 
agree with, you will not be able to make 
him follow the plan. This would be a prob-
lem with any kind of medicine, but it is a 
deadly serious problem with HIV medicine 
because of HIV resistance. HIV resistance 
happens when a person takes HIV medi-
cine irregularly, on-and-off rather than ev-
ery day. The virus becomes resistant to the 
medication and the medicine is no longer 
effective against the virus. In some cases, 
the virus becomes so medication resistant 
that no medication will work to treat it. 

If your son has been honest with his 
HIV physician or nurse practitioner about 
his unwillingness to take medicine every 
day, his unpredictable lifestyle, and his 
drug use, his provider should not be push-
ing him to start on medicines right now. In-
stead, he needs to stop using drugs, get 
counseling from an HIV educator to help 

When to Start
HIV Meds?

ics do not apply to people who are not 
medical professionals. If you feel it’s the 
right thing to do and would not put you in 
any danger, it would not be illegal for you 
to inform people at risk.

Have you talked to R? What are his 
thoughts and ideas? Does he know that if 
he can get his viral load undetectable, the 
chance of his infecting partners will be very 
low? Does he use condoms – and if not, 
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is he willing to rethink that? I don’t know if 
you will be able to change his point of view, 
but talking directly to him is your best and 
potentially most effective step, and does 
not raise the difficult issues of confidenti-
ality that talking to his partners would. t

eva Hersh mD is a Baltimore family 
physician. Send your questions and com-
ments to dr.eva@baltimoreoutloud.com.

What to do about my 
careless HIV positive 

roommate?
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some such made-up fact? 
Let’s look at how being dishonest works 

in a relationship. Are there situations when 
you made a deliberate choice not to tell the 
truth? If so, what were those factors? For 
example, my best friend confided in me. 
Do I share that with my partner? If not, am 
I lying? If I did something that my partner 
would be upset about, do I tell? One clas-

sic example is 
when one has 
a one-night 
stand. Do you 
want to share 
this information 
to clear your 
conscience, or 
do you take it to 
your grave, pro-

vided that you have an otherwise healthy 
relationship? Such ethical dilemmas pres-
ent us with tough choices.

For most people, acknowledg-
ing to one’s self that one 
is lying is not comfortable. 
Let me be clear: There are 
those who make it a habit 
as part of their pathology 
and do not experience cog-
nitive dissonance because 
emotionally, they convince 
themselves that it is either 
not a lie or is justified. As 
one media commentator re-
marked, you can switch from 
one thing to another with 

ease when you have no core beliefs, and 
therefore, no realization or care that this is 
lying and unacceptable.

Fear lies at the root of avoiding truth. 
When I ask people why they didn’t tell the 
truth, I hear it is because one did not want 
to deal with the reaction to it. 

There may be other consequences 
to admitting to the reality as in legal and 
social areas. Aside from that, when it is a 
relational matter, you have to take a good 
long look at what work you need to do to 
make the connection healthier, stronger, 
and joyful. 

If you partner’s anger, disappointment, 
or sadness is what you don’t want to deal 
with, what is the partnership about? Don’t 
we all seek the emotional support that 
comes from having that hand to hold? 
Trust yourself and the other to get through 
tough times. And consider what you get from 
your relationships and friendships and what 
you give back. Those gifts come from nurtur-
ing the truth. t

Lying is one of those powerful words that 
did not use to be thrown around too fre-
quently, though more easily used in the 
personal context. The influence of social 
media brought in a more user-friendly ver-
sion of the concept. Anonymously, people 
could hurl this accusation around in addi-
tion to personal insults. Then came that 
moment when a congressman yelled, “You 
lie!” to the high- est office holder in 
this land and 
in the world. 
Maybe that is 
when, para-
doxically, there 
was a crum-
bling of the 
strong effect 
of this word.

Not only 
the Ten Com-
mandments, 
but pretty 
much all religious beliefs condemn ly-
ing. Be that as it may, the current state of 
the world seems to include a casual atti-

tude towards those who lie with no appar-
ent shame. The political world is respon-
sible for this but, hey, how can we deny 
that as individuals, we have responsibility, 
too. So how do you handle lying, sins of 
omission, and sins of commission, in your 
life? How easy or difficult is it for you to 
lie? Now let me be the first one to acknowl-
edge that we all lie, sometimes big ones, 
and other times, “white” lies. Who hasn’t 
replied to an invitation with a “can’t make 
it because it is my mother’s birthday” or 

Lies and 
Untruths

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.

The White 
House?  
No, your 
relationship!

“Now let me be the first 
one to acknowledge 

that we all lie, 
sometimes big ones, 

and other times, ‘white’ 
lies.”
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By kelli aBBoTT
lGBt Health resource Center of Chase 
Brexton Health Care
The struggles and triumphs of our commu-
nity’s older adults will be remembered in a 
night of stories and commemoration at the 
Baltimore Eagle to celebrate National Hon-
or Our LGBT Elders Day on Tuesday, May 
16th.

Members of Bal-
timore’s LGBT com-
munity will share 
stories of LGBT el-
ders who made a 
difference in their 
life, and a cere-
mony will honor 
prominent older 
adults from the 
community. The 
event is sched-
uled for 6 to 8:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, 
May 16th at the 
The Nest, the 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
space in the 
Baltimore Eagle (2022 North 
Charles Street, Baltimore). Tickets and ad-
ditional information are available at Tinyurl.
com/2017lgbtelderday.

National Honor Our LGBT Elders Day 
was established as a national day of recog-
nition in 2016 by the LGBT Health Resource 
Center of Chase Brexton Health Care. 

Among those sharing a story on May 
16th will be Merrick Moses of the Baltimore 
City State’s Attorney’s Office. We asked 
Merrick to discuss his thoughts on the im-
portance of LGBT elders.

why is it important to remember the 
contributions of the older members of 
our lGBT community? 

Our elders are living history. They are 
our connection to the past, which anchors 
us to humanity. They must be treasured, 
protected, and appreciated.

do you feel that those contributions 
are widely recognized in the community?

Unfortunately, much of LGBTQ culture is 
very youth-centered and focused. Ageism is 
a real barrier in our community, and leads to 
our elders not being recognized and appre-
ciated. I hope that events like these change 
many hearts and minds.

who will you 
be honoring in 
your presenta-
tion, and why 
are they im-
portant to you?

I will be hon-
oring Deacon 
Carlton Smith. 
He is important 
to me because 
he poured into 
my life an amaz-
ing word right be-
fore I became an 
ordained deacon. 
His example of 
courage and te-
nacity in the face of 

seeming ly impossible odds is 
something I try to emulate daily. “The Duch-
ess” is a fierce example of resilience and 
perseverance. 

what else have you learned from the 
older members of our community?

From the same-gender loving elders 
I’ve learned resilience and self-love. I have 
learned to trust the Creator and to keep 
moving toward higher ground.

what do you hope that those partic-
ipating in national honor our lGBT el-
ders day learn from the event?

I hope we all learn to honor our elders, 
living and deceased. I hope that we learn to 
keep loving ourselves and striving for bet-
ter. There are same-gender loving, bisexu-
al, and gender-variant kids coming up, and 
they need to know that there is nothing new 
under the sun. They need to know that we 
have a history – a beautiful history that is 
complex, diverse and absolutely fabulous! t

the lGBt Health resource Center of 
Chase Brexton Health Care is to provide 
lGBtQ individuals and their families with 
welcoming access to expert health informa-
tion and resources that will enhance well-
ness and quality of life. For more informa-
tion, visit resourceCenter.lgbt.

National ‘Honor Our 
LGBT Elders’ Day at 

Baltimore Eagle

A small community with big rewardsA small community with big rewards

•Everyone Knows Your Name
 Residents always feel right at home with a community
 that knows them (and sometimes their pet!) by name.

•A Strong Sense of Community Lives On
 RPP o�ers a strong sense of "community" where everyone
 has a feeling of belonging and there are no strangers.
 Residents are well-connected and welcomed neighbors at RPP.

Roland Park Place is the only full-service, accredited nonpro�t
continuing care retirement community in Charm City

830 W. 40th Street • Baltimore, MD 21211
410-243-5700 • rolandparkplace.org

Self Management and Recovery Training
www.smartrecovery.org

In small groups we talk freely and learn how to:
   Maintain motivation to eliminate harmful habits
   Cope with urges
   Manage our thoughts, feelings, and actions
   Balance Lifestyle

NO: “Steps” INSTEAD: Empowerment – “I own my recovery….”

Powerlessness Education – learn self-management  
    & recovery skills

Labels or Names Useful for any type of addictive behavior

Sponsors Open discussion format

Free Mount Vernon Meeting:
Thursday 6:30—8:00 pm

 
1111 North Charles Street  •  Community Room

Info:  George Bowden 443-224-8500

“Unfortunately, much 
of LGBTQ culture is 
very youth-centered 
and focused. Ageism 
is a real barrier in 

our community, and 
leads to our elders not 
being recognized and 

appreciated.”
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Conceived and produced by artists Rahne Alexander and Jaimes Mayhew, 
Queer Interiors features a larger-than-life bed, personal artifacts, and the 
Baltimore LGBTQI+ Home Movie Quilt, a crowd-sourced multimedia portrait 
of the city’s LGBTQI+ communities. The project is part of the BMA’s 
Commons Collaboration initiative, which commissions artists to work 
together with a non-profit on an installation and public programs related  
to the Imagining Home exhibition. 

ARTBMA.ORG
443-573-1700

Queer Interiors  
Through August 2017

THE BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART

PrEP UP
Contact AIDS Action Baltimore 410-837-2437 or

PrEPUPmsm2gmail.com
Supported by funding from Baltimore City Health Department

 

Baltimore Pride 2017
June 17 & 18

Wait for OUTProud,  Maryland’s LGBTQ Resourse Guide
Courtesy of the glccb and Baltimore OUTLoud
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is recognized as one of Maryland’s 
most comprehensive guide serving 
the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender communities.

With hundreds of listings from 
community churches to the best 
boutiques, OUTProud is the best 
way to tap into the region’s large 
and vibrant LGBT communities

PRICED TO FIT EVERYONES 
MARKETING BUDGET

3 Sizez:

GREAT RATES 

     FREE COLOR

Sign me up for

A publication of
Pride Media, Ltd

Full Page
1/2 page
1/4 page

For details Contact:
MARY - 410-802-1310, or

RIC - 410-804-0450

“Should be read by 
anyone who cares 
about diversity.”

Julie K. Silver, MD
Harvard Medical School
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Friday, July 7 thru
Sunday, July 16

Court Jester, Theatre, Arts
 

GET YOUR SEASON 
SUBSCRIPTION NOW

Arsenic & Old Lace

Sister Act

Friday, June 9
thru Sunday, June 25

Mainstage, Theatre, Arts

Friday, July 21 thru 
Sunday, August 6
Theatre, Arts, Mainstage

Saturday, June 10 thru 
Sunday, June 25

Theatre, Arts, Cabaret

Forever Plaid

Vanya and Sonia and 
Masha and Spike
Saturday, July 22 thru 
Sunday, August 6 
Theatre, Arts, Cabaret

For more information call the Box office 443-840-Arts 
or go to www.ccbcmd.edu/cockpit/

Court Jester’s Young People’s Theatre
Madagascar Jr.
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faiTh

After thinking about it for a while (most-
ly during this writing), it became clear to 
me that most people take for granted the 
freedom of religion. For that matter, free-
dom of speech, press, and even freedom 
of love. The group that I choose to pray 
with are close to my age, mostly married 

with grown kids or recently lost a spouse. 
Very few are under the age of 40. We grew 
up during the same time, we protested the 
same things, and we support each other 
in our lives and commitments to those we 
love.

So, when asked what it meant to be 
free, they had to think about it. Many said 
they were free to protest (at least for now), 

I am free. That was the theme of Pass-
over this year. And the question was: What 
does it mean to be free? Responses to this 
simple question took a while for us to put 
together. We don’t often think of ourselves 
as free. We should. In my daily prayers I 
give thanks for making me free. But what 
is this freedom?

I often think that it is the freedom to 
think what I want without being told how to 
think, do what I want (within reason), and 
be who I want. We were asked that ques-
tion yesterday at prayer services. Most an-
swers were that we could speak our minds. 
No one answered that they were free to 
make the decision to come and pray to-
gether. I found that a bit strange.

Speaks
Spirt

By Rabbi Jan Dodi

I am Free “Our freedom comes 
at a big cost. If we are 
free, it is an obligation 
upon each of us to help 
ensure that others are 

free.”

I AM FREE • FREEDOM • SPEAK OUR MINDS • FREEDOM OF SPEECH 

• FREEDOM OF   PRESS •  FREEDOM OF LOVE • TO PRAY • TO SPEAK 

• TO LEND A HELPING HAND  •  I AM FREE • FREEDOM • SPEAK OUR 

MINDS • FREEDOM OF SPEECH • FREEDOM OF   PRESS •  FREEDOM 

OF LOVE • TO PRAY • TO SPEAK • TO LEND A HELPING HAND   •  I AM 

FREE • FREEDOM • SPEAK OUR MINDS • FREEDOM OF SPEECH • 

FREEDOM OF   PRESS •  FREEDOM OF LOVE • TO PRAY • TO SPEAK • 

TO LEND A HELPING HAND  •  I AM FREE • FREEDOM • SPEAK OUR 

MINDS • FREEDOM OF SPEECH • FREEDOM OF   PRESS •  FREEDOM 

OF LOVE • TO PRAY • TO SPEAK • TO LEND A HELPING HAND   •  I AM 

FREE • FREEDOM • SPEAK OUR MINDS • FREEDOM OF SPEECH • 

FREEDOM OF   PRESS •  FREEDOM OF LOVE • TO PRAY • TO SPEAK • 

TO LEND A HELPING HAND  •  I AM FREE • FREEDOM • SPEAK OUR 

MINDS • FREEDOM OF SPEECH • FREEDOM OF   PRESS •  FREEDOM 

OF LOVE • TO PRAY • TO SPEAK • TO LEND A HELPING HAND   • I AM 

FREE • FREEDOM • SPEAK OUR MINDS • FREEDOM OF SPEECH • 

FREEDOM OF   PRESS •  FREEDOM OF LOVE • TO PRAY • TO SPEAK • 

TO LEND A HELPING HAND  •  I AM FREE • FREEDOM • SPEAK OUR 

MINDS • FREEDOM OF SPEECH • FREEDOM OF   PRESS •  FREEDOM 

OF LOVE • TO PRAY • TO SPEAK • TO LEND A HELPING HAND • I  AM

got 20 minutes for a quickie?

quick & free hiv testing  free safe sex kit 
info about PrEP    locations near you
chasebrexton.org/POWER
410-837-2050 x8813

got 20 minutes for a quickie?

quick & free hiv testing  free safe sex kit 
info about PrEP    locations near you
chasebrexton.org/POWER
410-837-2050 x8813

to differ with 
our leaders, to 
speak out against 
wrongs. I am 
proud of the peo-
ple I associate 
with in prayer. We 
are like-minded. 
But no one said 
we are free not 
to be arrested be-
cause of who we 
love. Although they 
did make comments 
against the regime 
that would close our 
borders and keep 
people out or put people out. 

I believe our freedom comes at a big 
cost. If we are free, it is an obligation upon 
each of us to help ensure that others are 
free. Today, it is easy to pick a cause and 
work for it to demand freedom for others. 
We need to protect our immigrant citizens, 
protect the families that are being separat-
ed and deported, protect the refugees try-
ing to find freedom, reach out to the world 
to see the concentration camps being filled 
with gay males in Chechnya that are not 

being reported 
in the news and 
find ways to 
free them.

We have 
the freedom to 
do something 
or nothing. To 
pray, to speak, 
to write let-
ters, to lend a 
helping hand. 
What moves 
us to action 
is different 
for each of 

us. I believe 
that it is something deep inside us. Some-
thing calling us to action. You do not have 
to name what calls you, you may not be 
able to name it. But you feel it and it moves 
you. Call it what you want, but more im-
portantly, heed the call. Let whatever spirit 
moves you, move you! Take some action 
for something you believe in. Let your in-
ner spirit guide you to action. t

Contact the rabbi Jan Dodi at rebto-
va@rebtova.org
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browndowntown.org
1316 Park Ave., Balt., MD, 21217
410.523.1542

Worship  
Sunday, 11a.m.

Christian  
Education Classes
Sunday, 9:45 a.m.

5/20:  10 am – 2 pm
Leadership Symposium
(ALL ARE WELCOME)
Renowned Facilitator
Rev. Martin Espinosa

5/21:  10 am  Worship Encounter
Guest Preacher – Rev. Martin Espinosa
Senior Pastor of Ray of Hope.  Nashville, TN
Fellowship meal immediately following

5/21: 3 p.m.  Anniversary Celebration
Guest Preacher
Rev. Elder Dwayne Johnson,
Senior Pastor MCC-Washington DC
Guest Choir

ISAIAH 40:31
   “But They Wait Upon The Lord…”

Metropolitan Community Church of Baltimore
401 West Monument St. Baltimore, MD 21201

410-669-6222 – www.mccbaltimore.org
Rev. Victoria L. Burson

Lead Servant - Senior Pastor
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mS: I’ll tell you, we had a really good 
time! We worked hard, we did. There wasn’t 
one of us who didn’t love it. We thoroughly 
enjoyed it. We often started a film without a 
script. Pink Flamingos, I remember specif-
ically, we didn’t have a finished script. We 
basically knew what was going to happen. 
We knew Divine was going to win in the end. 
But exactly what the steps were going to be, 
we didn’t know. We would get together on a 
Tuesday or Wednesday night and go over 
and rehearse the dialogue. John would read 
everybody’s lines the 
way he wanted them 
said. Everything was 
to be very dramatic 
with lots of italics. 
We’d memorize ev-
erything and get to-
gether on the week-
end for the actual 
shooting. We were 
always really hap-
py to be there. We 
were never late. We 
were always on time. 
There might have 
been a complaint, here or there, about the 
lack of food [laughs] during the course of a 
shooting day. No one was standing around 
saying, “I’m not doing this anymore. This is 
awful.” None of us felt mistreated. We were 
doing the absolute most fun thing that was 
being done in Baltimore at that time. And 
we really were. We knew that what we were 
doing was fun. Of course, none of us could 
have predicted the impact these films would 
have, and the longevity. It would have been 
impossible to predict. But we knew what we 
were doing was exceptional. And we got 
along. We didn’t hang out every minute, 
but we were all very friendly. It feels good 
to be a part of that family. It felt good then 

and it feels good now.
GS: John has said that he likes to 

hear you say dirty words, because that 
isn’t ordinarily the language you use. 
is it freeing to swear or does it still feel 
awkward after all these years?

mS: It’s freeing to be really nasty. Wheth-
er it’s profanity or not, it’s just so much fun. 
The characters that I have played, you 
wouldn’t like them in real life. You wouldn’t 
want to have a friend like Peggy Gravel (in 
Desperate living). She’s not anybody you’d 
want to hang out with. People enjoy her on 
the screen. I loved being able to say horri-
ble things. “Nobody will ever be able to de-
stroy the beauty of fascism!” I knew when I 

liVely aRTS  // PERSONALITIES

By GReGG ShaPiRo
Every single one of John Waters’ movies 
has its memorable and quotable lines. Mink 
Stole, an actress who has appeared in ev-
ery Waters feature has had the privilege of 
saying many of them. In Serial mom (Shout! 
Factory), for instance, as Dottie Hinkle, 
a woman being relentlessly harassed by 
someone calling her and spewing a string of 
obscenities. Dottie finally has her fill and, in 
a hilarious courtroom scene, unleashes her 
own nasty mouthful. Serial mom, in which 
Stole co-starred alongside Kathleen Turner 
as the titular murderous mother, holds up 
well nearly 25 years after its theatrical re-
lease, providing plenty of laughs and gross-
out moments. I spoke with Stole about the 
collector’s edition Blu-ray reissue of Serial 
mom in April 2017.

Gregg Shapiro: dottie, the character 
you played in John Waters’ 1994 film Se-
rial Mom, doesn’t realize it, but she’s be-
ing stalked via obscene phone calls and 
letters by Beverly, played by kathleen 
Turner, a woman whose parking space 
she once unknowingly took in a parking 
lot. how would you rate Beverly’s ac-
tions on the response scale, one being 
most appropriate and ten being least?

mink Stole: Ten [laughs]! I can under-
stand being annoyed, but I can’t understand 
trying to ruin a person’s life. I don’t know, 
I’ve had bad days.

GS: have you ever considered plot-
ting revenge on someone who stole a 
parking space at the supermarket or 
mall?

mS: Believe me, there have been many 
times when I wanted to kick someone’s 
car door or key the car. Just making huge 
scratches in their car. But you don’t do it. 
Just because you want to, doesn’t mean 
you do it. Once the immediate fury has 
passed, and it does pretty quickly… but one 
can’t live their life plotting revenge on every 
little hurt or slight. I guess Beverly did. It’s 
way too much work.

GS: you are quoted as saying that 
you were terrified of Kathleen Turner be-
fore meeting her. were those fears un-
founded?

mS: Completely! Absolutely! She was a 
dream to work with. I like her very much. I’m 
still in touch with her periodically. I see her 
in plays. I admire her enormously. She’s de-
lightful. I think she was having a particularly 
good time on Serial mom. I think she en-
joyed working on the movie. You can’t fake 
that kind of good humor and good nature. 

That’s hard to fake consistently. Yes, it was 
totally unfounded. She’s quite lovely.

GS: Turner’s character Beverly sorts 
her garbage and evades the police to the 
song “daybreak” by Barry manilow. ma-
nilow recently officially came out at 73. 
do you have any thoughts about that?

mS: [Laughs] I think it’s sad that it took 
him so long. Nobody was remotely sur-
prised. It was like, “Okay. Yeah, we knew.” 
But I think it’s sad that people are still so 
afraid of it, so afraid of what the reaction 
will be.

GS: you have been friends with John 
waters for more than 50 years. do you 
remember the first time that you met 
him?

mS: I don’t remember the exact moment. 
I remember the summer. It was 1966. We 
were both in Provincetown. I was visiting my 
sister. We ran into John on the street. She 
was acquainted with him from Baltimore. She 
introduced us. The clouds didn’t part and 
there was no lightning. No volcano erupt-
ed at the moment. The actual meeting 
was prob-

ably, “Hey, 
nice to meet you. See you later. Goodbye 

[laughs].” Then we started hanging out – 
John, my sister and me, and various oth-
er friends. By the end of that summer, we 
were all living together. We became friends 
quickly. At the end of the summer, John and 
I moved to New York and got an apartment 
together for a few weeks before we both de-
cided to move back to Baltimore.

GS: as an actress, you have ap-
peared in all of John’s feature films, of-
ten playing the villain, in parts written 
specifically written for you. What can 
you tell me about being a member of the 
dreamlanders family?

Touch of Mink An interview 
with Mink Stole

was saying them that they were ridiculous 
[laughs]. The secret is that you say them as 
though they’re not.

GS: That’s good acting.
mS: Yes. Otherwise you’re giving it 

away.
GS: In addition to the many films you 

made with John, you have also worked 
with david lynch, Gregg araki, and Ja-
mie Babbitt. in what ways did working 
with John prepare you to work with other 
filmmakers?

mS: More time in front of the camera 
is just more time in front of the camera. 
You get more and more comfortable. With 
Gregg, I had a wonderful little part in Splen-

dor. I played an agent 
who chain-smoked. 
I chose a gravelly 
and raspy voice. I 
enjoyed it, and I had 
just quit smoking. 
I had smoked for 
30 years and I had 
just quit. One of the 
things that annoys 
me about actors who 
don’t smoke, is that 
if they’re smoking in 
a movie, you can tell 
they don’t smoke. 

GS: The way they hold the cigarette 
is always a giveaway.

mS: The way they hold the cigarette, 
the way they inhale. I adore Jane Fonda, 
but she made a movie where she played a 
chain-smoker and I just wanted to smack 
her. They should have removed that as part 
of the character. Her discomfort and dis-
taste smoking was so obvious. Get rid of 
that! I love Jane Fonda; I think she’s great. 
Anyway, I just smoked. It was fine, I was 
able to separate it from myself.

GS: finally, Serial Mom is debuting in 
a collector’s edition on Blu-ray. what’s the 
best reason that someone should make 
Serial Mom part of their film library?

mS: The movie really holds up. I watched 
it again a couple of days ago and I thorough-
ly enjoyed it. It’s not dated. I think even the 
clothes work. It doesn’t look like the 90s, 
except maybe the way Suzanne Somers is 
dressed. But she’s playing a caricature of 
a Hollywood movie star. Even that works. 
It made me laugh so much, so many things 
about it are so funny. There’s one scene that 
really grosses me out. I have to turn away. I 
cannot watch when Beverly skewers the guy 
at the urinal. I don’t like horror movies. I have 
been in a couple and I don’t like watching 
them. I don’t mind making them, I just can’t 
watch them. Fake blood scares me and I’m 
easily grossed out by gore and horror films. t

Serial Mom’s 
mink Stole

“We were doing the 
absolute most fun thing 
that was being done in 
Baltimore at that time. 
Of course, none of us 
could have predicted 

the impact these films 
would have.”
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—continued from page1

What’s Inside 
Dorian’s Closet?

liVely aRTS // OUT ON STAGE

have been friends for close to 30 years. 
About four years ago he started talking to me 
about this new musical he was writing about 
Dorian Corey. I told him I would be interested 
in reading a draft. I did and was very drawn to 
the material. Several months later I went out 
to L.A. for us to do a reading. Oddly enough 
there was no music at that time, as Richard 
was having difficulty finding the right fit with a 

composer. The reading was still very helpful, 
and we learned a lot. It was then I suggest-
ed we approach Ryan Haase to write a few 
songs to see if Richard felt a connection to 
Ryan’s compositions, which he did and here 
we are.

RC: How is the play similar and different 
from the film Paris is Burning?

JR: The musical focuses on Dorian’s life 
not only in the Harlem ball scene, but her 
time as a headliner at the infamous gay bar 
Sally’s as well as the murder mystery of the 
mummified body found in her closet after her 
death. There are some familiar themes taken 
from the lives of the performers in Paris is 
Burning.

RC: I know you had a workshop of 
the production last year. How has the play 
evolved since the workshop? 

JR: The play has evolved tremendously. 
The opening third of the musical is different 
from the workshop version, as is the ending. 
Songs have come and gone, moved from one 
scene to another, some songs even shifted 
to other characters. The story has become 
very focused. There is so much to tell about 
Dorian’s rich life, it was really challenging to 
get the focus of the story just right and I think 

we have arrived there.
RC: The creation of a musical theatre 

piece is such an amazing process. Can you 
describe the collaboration? 

JR: The development process of new 
work is so exciting to me in how it’s really 
about the group’s collective effort to make 
the storytelling the strongest it can be. We 
continue to challenge each other to create 
the best work. It’s easy to get tunnel vision 
with what you are focusing on. Of course my 

job as a director 
is to think of the 
big picture and 
how the details 
of text, lyrics, 
and music come 
together in a 
detailed way to 
tell the story. 
It’s important to 
keep checking 
in to make sure 
all the elements 
have a com-
mon intention 
and arc. I think 
we have been 
a great team in 

the sense of really allowing each of our vi-
sion for the piece breath, but also challenging 
each other to make sure there is a common 
ground.

RC: I wonder if you might comment on di-
recting and producing this piece now in 2017. 
I’m sure you didn’t anticipate the current po-
litical environment when you were choosing 
your season. Does the news today affect 
your “gaze” on the work?

JR: Since the beginning of the New Year, 
seven trans women (all of women of color) 
have been murdered in this country. We have 
a newly appointed administration that contin-
ues to threaten the rights of LGBTQ people. 
On a daily basis I personally try to under-
stand why so many people in this country 
still take issue with my marriage to my hus-
band. I think it’s easy to say “look how far we 
have come,” and yes, there is no arguing that 
advances have been made, but as you will 
see while experiencing Dorian’s Closet, the 
struggle of these communities in the 1980s 
and 1990s are not much different than pres-
ent day. Acknowledging history is important. 
Embracing the DNA of our culture, no matter 
how ugly, is important. Re-telling stories so 
that we can hold a mirror up to the past and 

Due to the nature of theatrical bookings, all shows and dates are subject to change.  •  Toby’s Dinner Theatre, Columbia, MD

COMING JUNE 15

NOW ON STAGE - JUNE 11

learn from it is important.
RC: Any final thoughts?
JR: Dorian’s Closet explores many 

things. It’s a love story, a murder mystery, 
and a historical piece. It looks at what choic-
es we make based on our place in society. 
It examines how we figuratively, and literally, 
seek to destroy the parts of ourselves, and 
in others, we long to be different. It’s about 
creating family when the ones we were born 
into cast us out. I truly believe that the theatre 
has the power to ignite change by the simple 
activity of assembling a group of strangers 
to collectively experience the stories of oth-
ers. For that short time together in the dark 
we are not us and them, but one. Along with 
this, great theatre asks questions. How can 
we stop privilege from killing empathy, hy-
pocrisy from hindering acceptance and fear 
from breeding hate? And don’t we all want 
to be legendary in some way if only to be 
remembered for our kindness and the ability 
to embrace the difference in others. I think 
Dorian’s Closet asks these questions and 
many more. t

For tickets to dorian’s Closet contact 
Rep Stage’s box office at 443-518-1500 or 
boxoffice@howardcc.edu.



28 t  BalTimoRe oUTloUd     APRIL 28 2017 •  BaltimoreoutlouD.Com

liVely aRTS // OUT ON SCREEN

By ChUCk dUnCan
Back in 1987 director John Boorman gave 
us the charming wartime, slice-of-life Hope 
and Glory which was a semi-autobiograph-
ical take on his own childhood growing up 
in England during World War II. That film 
had a specific look that made one feel they 
were watching a film from the 1940s. The 
new World War II romance their Finest 
has that same look and feel, and the re-
sults are just as charming.

The story centers around Catrin Cole 
(Gemma Arterton) – or Mrs. Cole as she’s 
referred to throughout most of the film – a 
Welsh woman living with her husband in 
London during the Blitz. But with his inju-
ry from the Spanish War, they find them-
selves on the brink of being homeless, so 
Catrin takes a job with the Ministry of Infor-
mation, Film Division, to help write scripts 
for short films to get women more invest-
ed in wartime needs. She very quickly as-
cends the ladder when the company seeks 

Bittersweet Wartime 
Romance

Grand Opening of the Stavros Niarchos Foundation Parkway

   Corner of Charles St. & North Ave. 
   MDFILMFEST.COM or 410-752-8083

to produce a full-length feature to inspire 
England and boost morale, preferably from 
a woman’s point of view.

Catrin is sent to interview twin sisters, 
who were in the news for a heroic feat that 
saved the lives of many servicemen, to get 
their story for the film, but it turns out their 
story was inflated by the press and they 
only happened to help some servicemen 
when their own boat broke down. It’s not 
necessarily the makings of a heroic tale, 
but Catrin relates some of their story and 
lets everyone else believe the press ac-
counts are true ... until the lie is discov-
ered. But it’s still seen as an uplifting story 
so the studio proceeds – with further em-
bellishments. Meanwhile, Catrin has to 
deal with her philandering husband (and 
there is more to their relationship than we 
first know), a slightly sexist screenwriter 

who has feelings for Catrin but keeps his 
distance, and an actor with an ego the size 
of the Hindenburg. And along with all of 
this comes, love, loss and the creation of a 
hit film that touches the heart of England.

I didn’t really know much about their 
Finest, which is based 
on the novel their Fin-
est Hour and a Half, 
except for one brief clip 
I saw with Bill Nighy’s 
Ambrose Hillard de-
scribing his acting craft. 
It seemed like a come-
dy of sorts, but it wasn’t 
much to go on. The film 
does have quite a bit of 
low-key humor, mostly 
from the Hillard charac-
ter, but the story is mainly 
about Catrin’s attempt to 
hold her own in a world 
dominated by men, prov-
ing to them all that she has 
what it takes to write a great film (even if 
she’s just given the “slop” dialog to write 
... a.k.a. the women’s roles). There’s even 
a very timely bit of dialog when Catrin is 
told that since she’s a woman, she natural-
ly has to be paid more than a pound less 
than the men.

Arterton is terrific as Catrin, taking 
the character through a whole range of 
emotions as we see her grow from a tim-
id mouse surrounded by too many strong 
personalities to a woman who can hold her 
own with the best of them while earning 
the admiration of her male colleagues. 
Sam Claflin is also very good as Catrin’s 
“boss,” Tom Buckley, who also undergoes 
his own transformation from chauvinist to 
admirer, a man who we can see is clear-
ly falling in love with Catrin, but can’t do 
anything about it because she’s married. A 
sharp rebuff from her later in the film sends 
Tom into a tailspin, but you really root for 
these two to get together by the end of 
the movie. And Bill Nighy is a hoot as the 
self-centered actor, bringing the humor to 
some of the more serious moments, but 
also changing in the way he sees Catrin 
(their first encounter does not go well, but 
luckily, he’s forgotten about it by the time 
they meet again).

their Finest also has a great support-
ing cast, with Jack Huston as Catrin’s hus-
band, Richard E. Grant as the head of the 
ministry, Jake Lacy as an American sol-
dier pressed into action for the film to give 
American audiences someone to identify 
with (even though he can’t act his way out 

of a paper bag) and to spur U.S. interest in 
the war (which at this point was just seen 
as Great Britain’s problem), and smaller 
turns by Helen McCrory (Madame Kali from 
Penny Dreadful), Eddie Marsan, 
a n d 

J e r e m y 
Irons. My favorite of the supporting 

cast was Rachel Stirling as Phyl Moore, 
the go-between for the ministry and the 
production company. Her flaming red hair, 
masculine attire (yes, we do learn subtly 
that she is a lesbian but it’s never made 
more than it needs to be), and no-non-
sense attitude in how she deals with all 
of the diverse personalities around her 
helped her steal every scene she was in.

While the film has humor and romance, 
there is also the business of making a 
movie and director Lone Scherfig (an ed-
ucation) and cinematographer Sebastian 
Blenkov beautifully use vivid color to rep-
resent everything taking place in the real 
world and a combination of muted pastels 
and black-and-white for the film-within-
the-film. And as we see bits and pieces of 
the finished product, it really does look like 
a British war drama from the 1940s, and 
those short pieces of the story also man-
age to tug the heartstrings as well, particu-
larly as we know the events that led to the 
film being finished.

their Finest may not be the flashiest 
film in theaters at this moment – most of 
the bombings of London take place off 
screen – but it’s full of great characters 
and a lovely story that will make you laugh 
and cry, and a terrific cast and direction 
that draws you in and keeps you riveted 
to the screen. I wouldn’t mind seeing the 
sequel where Catrin works on her sec-
ond film with Ambrose, air raid Wardens. 
Cheerio! t

Their Finest – Gazing 
nostalgically through 

celluloid at the U.K. at war
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By fRankie kUJawa
The 19th Annual Mary-
land Film Festival will 
take place from Wednes-
day, May 3rd to Sunday, 
May 7th in the Station 
North Arts and Entertain-
ment District. Coinciding 
with the opening of the 
Stavros Niarchos Foun-
dation Parkway Theatre 
(SNF Parkway), festival 
events are all within walkable distances 
around the theatre, at venues including 
MICA’s Brown Center, Gateway Build-
ing, and Lazarus Studio Center.

Among the recently released 11 
documentaries to be featured, two films 
come from the creative minds of local 
Baltimore filmmakers. Theo Anthony’s 
rat Film is a feature-length documen-
tary that uses a rat, as well as the hu-
mans they interact with, to explore the 
history of Baltimore. Director Anthony 
is also an alumnus of both the 2015 
and 2016 MdFF for his respective short 
films “Chop My Money” and “Peace in 
the Absence of War.” 

Ramona S. Diaz, another Balti-
more-based filmmaker, will bring au-
diences her documentary motherland. 
Having premiered at this year’s Sun-
dance Film Festival (2017) the film 
delves into the world’s busiest materni-
ty ward, located in the Philippines. Diaz 
is also a past alumnus of the MdFF for 
her work on 2004’s “Imelda” and 2011’s 
“The Learning.”

Eliza Hittman’s Sundance 
award-winning film “Beach Rats” will 
also be making its Baltimore debut at 
the MdFF. Having debuted at this year’s 
2017 Sundance festival, the director has 
garnered much praise for her captivat-
ing character study of Frankie, an aim-

19th Annual MD Film Festival Kicks Off
less teenager try-
ing to escape his 
summer of mis-
ery. Dealing with 
his dying father 
and overbearing 
mother, Frankie 
splits his time by 
carousing with 
his trouble-mak-
er friends and 

flirting with older men 
online. As his online chatting life inten-
sifies, Frankie finally starts hooking up 
with guys while at the same time entering 
into a relationship with a young woman. 
Frankie’s struggles and decisions ulti-
mately leave him spiraling towards an 
ending that will have consequences for 
all involved. English actor Harris Dickin-
son plays Frankie with depth that is win-
ning him plenty of buzz for his debut film. 

As excitement for the upcoming Mary-
land Film Festival begins to permeate 
throughout Baltimore, many filmgoers are 
thrilled in the fact that the festival finally 
has a permanent home in the SNF Park-
way Theatre. “We have expanded into 
year-round movie options for people,” ex-
plained Jed Dietz, founding director of the 
festival. “Now we have a way to fill this 
huge gap that we’ve seen in the movie-
going options in Baltimore. We can now 
give small distributers and filmmakers 
who don’t get distribution a way to show 
their movie in one more market. This 
movement that is happening – art house 
conversion – is something now which we 
are a part of. There are 200-plus movie 
theaters around the country that are inde-
pendent movie theaters showing emerg-
ing independent film and now we’ll have 
that in Baltimore.” t

For more information on the maryland 
Film Festival visit Mdfilmfest.com.

Think ‘real 
cat,’ not 

mGm

liVely aRTS // QMUSIC

By GReGG ShaPiRo
Let’s face it queer folks, dance music was 
never our exclusive domain. Attend an elec-
tronic dance music festival or concert and 
you’re likely to see as many straight people 
as you’d see at the Vans Warped Tour. Our 
straight brothers and sisters are not only 
dancing to it in growing numbers, they’re 
making it, as well.

You probably never imagined you’d be 
dancing to a flaming lips song, but you’d 
be wrong. Moving in a decidedly and daring 
electro direction on Oczy Mlody (Warner 
Brothers), The Flaming Lips blow a sizzling 
kiss towards the dance-floor. Partially the out-
come of collaborating with Miley Cyrus (yes, 
her), who can be heard here on “We A Fami-
ly,” these 12 songs move the band’s brand of 
psychedelic music into the 21st century and 
beyond. Even without a remixer’s pawprints 
on them, “Do Glowy” and “One Night While 
Hunting For Fairies and Witches and Wizards 
to Kill” are inviting dance 
tracks. Mostly glitchy and 
hazy, oczy mlody redefines 
the chill-out vibe and rede-
fines everything you thought 
you knew about this always 
compelling band.

Electronic music trio fu-
ture islands ramps up the 
dance grooves heard on 
2014’s brilliant Singles on 
the equally exhilarating The 
Far Fields (4AD). The dance 
beats are tantalizing and the melodies are 
alluring, but Future Islands’ secret weapon 
is front-man Samuel T. Herring. No one else 
sounds quite like him or moves like him. His 
soulful and emotive vocals take every song 
to an entirely different level. Opener “Aladdin” 
is sure to rub dancers the right way. There 
is also a conscious variety to the throbbing 
dance beats and funky bass lines, exempli-
fied by “Time On Her Side,” “Ran,” “North 
Star,” and “Black Rose.” The radiant duet with 
Debbie Harry on “Shadows” is the proverbial 
cherry on top.

Neko Case, of the new Pornographers, 
should be a dance diva, worshipped and 
adored by gay men around the globe. On 
Whiteout Conditions (Collected Works / 
Concord), she gets her chance. A Canadian 
band better known for its wonderful melding 
of classic and modern pop styles, The New 
Pornographers take a delightful detour with 
the 21st century new wave update heard on 

this album. Most of the 11 thought-provoking 
songs, written by A.C. Newman, are driven 
by a combination of propulsive beats and 
synthetic keys. Songs including the title cut, 
“Play Money,” “High Ticket Attractions,” “Ava-
lanche Alley,” “Juke,” and “Clockwise,” featur-
ing Case, who solos and shares vocal duties, 
will come through as well at a dance club as 
they do on listeners’ home sound systems.

It doesn’t have to be salsa night at your 
favorite hangout for you to find a reason to 
dance to the songs on Tastes Like L.A. 
(lascafeteras.com) by las Cafeteras. This 
mixed gender East L.A. band whose “party 
with a purpose” mission gives you something 
to think about in songs such as “If I Was 
President,” “Vamos to the Beach,” “Two More 
Days,” “Señor Presidente,” and its rendition 
of “This Land is Your Land,” while you dance.

However, if your taste in dance music 
leans (or slams) more towards surf or garage 
rock, consider youthful punk band The Re-
grettes. Fueled by raw and riveting female 
energy – the band is made up of three wom-
en and one guy – The Regrettes’ debut album 
Feel Your Feelings Fool! (Warner Brothers) 

doesn’t mince words. Covering 
subjects to which people of all 
ages can relate, The Regrettes 
sing about social, sexual and 
personal issues on songs 
such as “A Living Human Girl,” 
“I Don’t Like You,” “Hey Now,” 
“Juicebox Baby,” “Hot,” and 
“Ladylike / Whatta Bitch.”

On their respective previ-
ous albums, Grouplove and 
Coin gave us the impression 
that they had an affinity for 

dance music. However, on their new releas-
es, it seems as if both bands are attempting 
to distance themselves from the dance floor. 

“Welcome to Your Life,” the opening cut 
on Grouplove’s Big Mess (Canvasback / 
Atlantic) is more arena than club. You can 
dance to “Do You Love Someone” but it rocks 
enough to appeal to the fist-thrusters in the 
crowd. “Good Morning” is the one song sure 
to go directly to people’s hips, while the sug-
gestive “Don’t Stop Making It Happen” has its 
funky charms. 

Here’s the biggest problem with Coin’s 
How Will You Know If You Never Try (Star 
Time / Columbia) – aside from the dreadful 
cover art and title – it sounds too generic. 
There’s nothing especially distinctive about 
any of the songs, most of which were writ-
ten by committee (the four band members 
and sundry others). In the interest of finding 
something nice to say, “Are We Alone?” and 
“Miranda Beach” aren’t bad. t

Dance Like You’re 
Straight
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home. But, she wasn’t released without 
some stern advice. 

The doctors told this family to lighten 
up and let their child be a child. 

They went 
on to explain 
that children 
need to be 
exposed to 
germs so that 
their bodies 
learn to fight 
off infection 
naturally. They 
became the 
model family 
for letting their 
kids get dirty. 
They stopped 
panicking about 
every dirty hand 
and face. They 
realized that part 
of raising kids is 
letting them be 
kids. And, kids 
get dirty. 

So, when 
Cassandra comes 

running up to me with a flower in her hand, 
I smile. And, I take that flower, roots and 
all, and cherish it. Yes, she gets dirty, but 
she’s happy and healthy. Such a wonderful 
life for such a special little girl. t

rev. Kelly Crenshaw is the mom of 16 
adopted kids, two biological kids, guardian 
of one baby girl and foster mom of doz-
ens. Some are lesbian, some gay, some 
straight, and some bisexual. Kelly founded 
a K-12 day school where kids could have 
a safe, bully-free environment for learning. 
She is co-owner of a counselling agency 
that works with children and their families. 
Send your parenting questions to her at 
pastor.kelly@comcast.net

Cassandra is learning to share. She will 
share her toys (sometimes), and she abso-
lutely loves to share her food. Just yester-
day, she and I shared a glass of ice water. 
She drank her share and then passed it 
to me. She helped me hold the glass, as I 
always do with her, and was not satisfied 
until I drank some of the water. We contin-
ued to drink, passing the glass back and 
forth, for several minutes. She beamed ev-
ery time I took a drink. 

The other day I watched as Cassandra 
shared her lunch with our two dogs. One 
bite for her. One bite for each of the dogs. 
They have learned to sit and wait patient-

  oUT in The Valley 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

The Power 
of Dirt

Is filth her 
friend?

“Children need to be 
exposed to germs so 

that their bodies learn 
to fight off infection 

naturally.”

ly whenever food is served because they 
know that Cassandra will give them each a 
bite or two or ten. And, of course, the baby 
never fails to deliver. 

But, every time she feeds them this 
way, I cringe when I think of the germs that 
could be passing from the dogs’ mouths 
to her hands. Our dogs aren’t dirty dogs. 
We keep them clean and groomed, but 
they are dogs, after all. So, I worry about 
the kinds of germs that are now living on 
my baby girl – excuse me, grown up tod-
dler girl who can do everything by herself, 
thank you very much.

And then, I remember our friends from 
softball. Years ago, our church had a soft-
ball team. I was the manager and kept 
the scorebook. A number of our older kids 

played and my dad was the coach. The 
folks who ran the league had two kids – a 
boy about ten and a preschool aged girl. 
The kids were well known 
at the ballpark because 
their parents were always 
there. So, we all came 
to know the family pretty 
well.

One day, I was talking 
to the parents and the 
subject of germs and kids 
came up. They told a 
horrible story about how 
they’d been the stereo-
typical overprotective 
parents when their kids 
were younger. They 
used hand sanitizer all 
the time and nothing 
that touched the floor 
touched their kids. They 
constantly washed their 
hands. They toys were 
cleaned in bleach wa-
ter at least weekly. 
They were very consci-
entious parents. They 
thought they were doing the 
right thing.

And then, their little girl got sick – re-
ally sick. She ended up being hospitalized 

with an infection that resisted treatment. 
After many agonizing weeks, the little girl 
was pronounced healthy enough to return 
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  oUT in The Valley 

Aaron Hernandez wasn’t exactly a good 
guy. The former NFL star and tight end for 
the New England Patriots was serving a life 
sentence for murder without the possibility 
for parole before his suicide on the morning 
of April 19th. Some celebrated his death, 
posting memes on social media with mes-
sages like, “Life Sentence. Hang in there, 
Aaron.” In fact, most of these messages in-
volved variations of the “hang in there” sen-
timent. This is rather cold, considering that 
Hernandez hanged himself in his prison 
cell. He may have been a monster, but that 
doesn’t mean we have to be monsters too. 

To be clear, I’m not defending him or 
what he did. I didn’t even know who he was 

Brain
Brian George Hose

Brian’s

 Hernandez
and Homophobia

until I started seeing memes on Facebook. 
After some research, I learned that Hernan-
dez was secretly bisexual, which may have 
played a role in the murder that landed him in 
prison. The victim, Odin Lloyd, was involved 
with the sister of Hernandez’s fiancee and 
knew his secret; Hernandez may have killed 
him to avoid being outed as bisexual. 

It’s this piece that’s important because 
the crime is a reflection of both Hernandez 
and our society as a whole. I have to won-
der why staying on the DL was so important 
to a successful athlete who had signed a 
seven-year contract for $40 million. By any 
measure, Hernandez was wildly successful 
and seemed to have everything going for 
him. Except that life isn’t always easy for 
public figures after they come out. Some 
people are celebrated, some are villified; 
and, when they are villified, it’s usually us 
(society) holding the burning torches and 
forming an angry mob. Maybe this is why 
Hernandez valued his secret so much he 
would kill to maintain it. 

It seems that Hernandez was conflict-
ed about his sexuality for years. His pre-
NFL draft scouting report from 2010 states: 
“Self-esteem quite low; not well-adjusted 
emotionally, not happy, moods unpredict-

able.” Again, 
this seems 
strange consid-
ering he was 
being scouted 
for the NFL, un-
til you consider 
that Hernandez 
allegedly main-
tained a relation-
ship with a male 
classmate he met 
in high school. When I read this, my image 
of Hernandez changed. Suddenly he was 
an insecure young adult, afraid to come out 
of the closet because he knew there would 
be consequences. As we’ve learned from 
repeated tragedies, young adults identify-
ing as LGBTQ are much more vulnerable 
to suicidal thoughts and actions than their 
heterosexual peers. They are also more 
likely to experience depression and anxiety 
both before and after they come out. Which, 
again, points a finger at society and the way 
we treat others who are different. 

I think it’s easy to take for granted all the 
strides our community has made. Younger 
generations can’t fully understand or appre-
ciate the experiences of older generations 

because the world 
is a different place 
now, thanks to 
those who came 
before us. But 
policy and real-
ity don’t always 
line up. Having 
marriage equality 
doesn’t mean we 
aren’t still vulnera-

ble to homophobia and various other forms of 
hatred. Instead, it’s an acknowledgement that 
we deserve equality in an unfair world, that 
homophobia still exists.

Sometimes I feel like I’m forever standing 
on a soapbox, preaching the importance of 
acceptance, tolerance, and respect for oth-
ers. I wonder if the world had been a more 
welcoming place for Hernandez if things 
would have turned out differently, just as I 
wonder how things would be different if our 
community hadn’t lost so many to suicide and 
hate crimes. Perhaps all these lost souls and 
the people who mourn them are the true price 
of homophobia. t

the National Suicide Prevention lifeline 
is 800-273-8255. Call if you or someone you 
know is in despair. 

Such a waste 
– aaron 

hernandez
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HIV Testing Services: 
Easy, Fast and Free

Serving our LGBT Friends
in a comfortable, welcoming environment

Providing referrals for PrEP in Frederick County
Call 301-600-3342 for an appointment

Frederick County Health Department
350 Montevue Lane, Entrance B, Frederick, MD 21702

Monday May 8th 6:30 p.m.
MONTHLY OPEN SESSION MEETING
5 Public Sq. 2nd Fl. Conference Room
 

Saturday May 20th 9 p.m.
Fundraising Event

MAD MAX THE DRAG QUEEN
Beyond the Lodgedome

21614 National Pike,
Boonsboro, MD

 

Sunday May 21st 
SUNDAY FUNDAY DRAG BRUNCH
Ava Lounge
Check out the web site for more info
www.hagerstownhopesmd.org  
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300 Albemarle St, Baltimore, MD  21202

410-900-1499 KohlerSignatureStoreBaltimore.com

LET US
TELL YOU

NO!
NO parking fees
NO delivery fees
NO return fees

NO appointment required

No worries!

Discover the latest KOHLER bath and 
kitchen products and unparalleled service 
at the KOHLER Signature Store located 
one block from Harbor East and steps 
away from the National Aquarium.  
FREE PARKING!

take 50% off bathroom design services with this ad
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oUT in aSBURy PaRk, NEW JERSEY

with more than one partner and use con-
doms or not at all?

• Are you having sex with someone 
whose HIV status you don’t know?

• Are you potentially exposed to HIV 
through injection drug use (can be any-
thing you inject into your body using a nee-
dle, anabolic steroids, etc.?)

• Have you used poppers, cocaine, 
crystal meth, ecstasy or GHB in the last 
three to six months?

• Are you a woman trying to safely have 
a child with an HIV-positive partner?

how does PreP work? Truvada for 
PrEP works by blocking an enzyme called 
HIV reverse transcriptase. This prevents 
HIV from making more copies of itself and 
establishing infection in the body.

When taken every day, PrEP has been 
shown to reduce the risk of HIV infection 
in people who are at high risk by more 
than 90%. PrEP is much less effective if 
it is not taken consistently. PrEP can be 
even more effective if it is combined with 
other ways to prevent new HIV infections 
like condom use, drug abuse treatment, 
and treatment for people living with HIV to 
reduce the chance of passing the virus to 
others. It takes seven days for someone 
who is a top to achieve the fullest 

HIV protection and it takes 
bottom 21 days to be fully 
protected against the vi-
rus.

what are the side ef-
fects? Like with any drug, 
there are side effects. With 
Truvada for PrEP the side 
effects are minimal, real-
ly. There is a possibility 
of experiencing nausea, 
a mild headaches, and 
weight loss. So here’s the 
deal, if you get a head-
ache, take an aspirin. If 
you get an upset stom-
ach, have a probiotic to 
aid with digestion. If you 

experience nausea, take Pepto or consider 
taking it at night. If you experience weight 
loss, I hate you, but you’re welcome!

Now I want to address the negative 
views expressed by many on social me-
dia. Some say that people that go on PrEP 
just want to go out and bareback and be 
promiscuous. Here’s the thing, people are 
already having bareback sex, and putting 
themselves at high risk for infection with-
out PrEP, why not do it safely and prevent 
the spread of this virus that takes no pris-
oners? Get over yourselves! t

For more information on PreP, log onto 
Whatisprep.org or aids.gov.

I know that there has been a lot of buzz 
about PrEP on social media, both positive 
and negative. As a PrEP counselor for the 
Visiting Nurse Association, I want to take 
this opportunity to state some basic facts, 
not opinions about the drug with you all. 
Let’s start with the basics.

what is PreP? “PrEP” stands for 
Pre-exposure Prophylaxis. PrEP is a way 
for people who don’t have HIV but who are 
at very high risk of getting it to prevent HIV 
infection by taking a pill every day. The pill 
contains two medicines that are also used 
to treat HIV. If you take PrEP and are ex-
posed to HIV through sex or injection drug 
use, these medicines can work to keep the 
virus from taking hold in 
your body.

PrEP is a powerful HIV 
prevention tool and can be 
combined with condoms 
and other prevention meth-
ods to provide even greater 
protection than when used 
alone. But people who use 
PrEP must commit to taking 
the drug every day and see-
ing their health care provid-
er for follow-up every three 
months to get blood work to 
measure their liver and kid-
ney functions.

who should consid-
er PreP? Ok, so here it is. 
If you are HIV negative and can answer 
“yes” to the following questions, Truvada 
for PrEP might be a great prevention strat-
egy to consider.

• Do you use condoms sometimes or 
not at all?

• Have you had sexually transmit-
ted diseases in your butt in the last six 
months?

• Do you bottom?
• Have you taken PEP (post exposure 

prophylaxis) in the past year?
• Are you in a relationship with an 

HIV-positive partner?
• Are you having vaginal or anal sex 
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room for blending and quick changes.  Perfect 
Blend is emollient and it’s a semi-matte finish 
so it looks like gorgeous, glowing skin.

CG: I’m asked all the time what products 
are in my makeup kit, what three products in 
your kit can’t you live without? 

aS: I can’t live without: 
• Perfect Blend Dual Foundation stick 
• Dior Exstase Black Mascara
• Kate Sommerville Quench Oil 
CG:  Knowing the importance of prep-

ping the skin and seeing the magic you create 
on magazine covers and on television, how 
do you prep the skin for the iconic “Ashunta 
Glow”?

aS: My signature glow I would say is I re-
ally speak to my clients about the importance 
of hydration and drinking water.  We start there 
because skin care is inside out. Regarding 
products I love products from “Skynn by Icelan-
dic,” Kate Sommerville, SK-II, and Dior Skin. 
Always after finishing makeup use “Model in 
a Bottle” sensitive skin formula and it gives a 

wonderful glow to the skin.
CG:  As a makeup artist 

I’m a little over the “social me-
dia makeup artists’” tutorials 
on highlighting and contouring. 
What is your philosophy on the 
trend and what advice would 
you give those artists?

aS: I had issues at first 
when social media first started, 
but I admire them now because 
they truly have no rules to beau-
ty, which is in alignment with my 
beauty philosophy.  I love their 
use of color because they’re un-

inhibited. I would say that as an artist whose 
starting out you should study the artist who 
have paved the way before you.  You should 
know trends in makeup from the past, period 
makeup, and study constantly. Being amazing 
on social media is great however for long-term 
success more depth is required in terms of 
knowledge of this business.

CG:  Okay, girl. You know I’m obsessed 
with Taraji and “Empire,” and I must ask you 
about what it’s like working with her and the 
cast.

aS: I can’t say too much more then this – I 
love my “Empire” family! My department head 
Beverly Jo Pryor is truly an amazing teacher 
and mentor. They are all amazing and Taraji 
is a wonderful client, friend, and sister. I feel 
blessed to be here. 

 CG:  What’s next for Ashunta?
aS: Expanding the Ashunta Sheriff brand 

moving into the world of YouTube vlogging and 
doing more teaching.  I love giving back to as-
piring artist. t

For more information on ashunta check 
out ashuntaSheriffBeauty.com.

I’d like to introduce you to my friend Ashunta 
Sheriff. She and I worked together at a beauty 
counter at Henri Bendel in New York City for a 
couple of years. She’s moved on since then to 
do huge things throughout her 18-year career. 
Ashunta has an amazing list of celebrity clien-
tele including, Alicia Keyes and Taraji P. Hen-
son on the Fox network’s raging hit, “Empire,” 
to name just a few. 

Christy Girlington: Ashunta, 
can you walk me through a normal 
(if you can call it that) day in your 
life?

ashunta Sheriff : A typical day 
– ha! I wish I knew what that was. 
However, working on TV we have 
a call time and I usually arrive 15 
minutes before to center myself 
and grab a juice or something to 
eat.  I set up my station for Taraji 
and I consult with the show’s cos-
tumer to see what she’s wear-
ing for the scene that day.  After 
makeup, we head to set and work 
a 12-to-14 hour day. Then I head home med-
itate and go to sleep.  It’s pretty regimented 
working on a TV show, which is different from 
what I was used to running N.Y.C. streets for 
fashion shows, clients, ad campaigns, and red 
carpet events. It was very hectic and now I feel 
like I have a life, L.O.L.

CG: I know you have two children now, an 
exciting career, and a huge list of celebrity cli-
entele. How do you balance it all?

aS: I have an amazing support system. 
My mom is my rock, and while I’m in Chica-
go she is caring for my kids and I talk to them 
everyday. I meditate and I stretch which helps 
with anxiety.  I’ve incorporated working out four 
days a week which really is giving me the en-
ergy I need to work these long days

CG: After so many years of being in the 
beauty and fashion industry, and working with 
top brands, why did you create your “Perfect 
Blend” product?

aS: I felt there was a void in the market.  I 
always used two foundations to lift and sculpt 
both my clients and my own makeup.  I also 
prefer to work with creams because there’s 
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else’s right to be married. 
A case would have to make it all the 

way to the state level for the Supreme 
Court to even consider hearing it. Given 
that the Supreme Court decision was ren-
dered just two years ago, that’s highly un-
likely.

4) The Supreme Court would need 
to agree to hear the case. Camilla Tay-
lor, who served as director for the marriage 
project at Lambda Legal before the Su-
preme Court ruling, said that, “Even really 
conservative justices don’t like to go back 
and revisit very recent decisions.” 

Dr. Patrick Egan (no relation to the 
author of this article), an associate pro-
fessor of politics and public policy at New 
York University, agrees. “Based on a fair 
amount of political science research, 
even the most ideological judges tend to 
be pretty reluctant to reverse established 
precedent.”

Amanda Marcotte agrees. She thinks 
that the odds that the Supreme Court 
would bother hearing this argument out 
are infinitesimal.

5) Vox populi: The people have spo-
ken. There’s no call from the general pop-
ulation to reverse marriage equality. Pub-

lic-opinion polls now show that an 
overwhelming majority of Amer-
icans are in favor of marriage 
equality.

CBS News reported almost 
a year ago that there are now 
about 491,000 same-sex mar-
riages in the U.S. That’s nearly 
a million people married. They 
represent about ten percent of 
the U.S. population of LGBT 

adults. That’s a lot of people with voice 
and vote.

6) The balance of the Supreme Court 
remains the same – for now. The conser-
vative/liberal balance on the high bench 
remains the same today as it was when 
the ruling was made in 2015, albeit with 
a different conservative justice in place. 
The danger arises should President Trump 
– or another president who has the desire 
to eliminate the right of same-sex couples 
to marry – be in office when the next Su-
preme Court justice departs. That’s not out 
of the question: Justice Kennedy is age 
80, Justice Ginsburg is 83, Justice Breyer 
is 78. The average age of retirement of Su-
preme Court justices has been 78. 

Next time: the bad news – related chal-
lenges afoot. t

David egan is the proprietor and steward 
of Chase Court, a historic Baltimore wedding 
and event venue. Visit Chasecourt.com, and 
follow ChaseCourtWeddingVenue on insta-
gram and Facebook.

First the good news: Don’t panic! Your 
right to enter into same-sex marriage is 
safe. obergefell v. Hodges – the 2015 Su-
preme Court decision that legalized same-
sex marriage – is highly unlikely to be re-
pealed. Here’s why:

1) only the Supreme Court can re-
peal that decision. 

Neither the president nor Congress 
can change what the Supreme Court has 
decided. The president and Congress can 
influence this process by appointing Su-
preme Court justices who lean in a partic-
ular direction. If your most immediate con-
cern is Justice Gorsuch, remember that 
he replaces another con-
servative justice, so right 
now it’s a one-for-one 
swap. More on this below.

2) Someone would 
have to bring a credible 
challenge.

This won’t be easily 
done. An ideological objec-
tion is not enough. Amanda 
Marcotte, who covers Ameri-
can politics and feminism for Salon, wrote 
that, “…in order to revisit the obergefell 
decision, you’d need to have a plaintiff. 
And it can’t just be anyone who happens to 
object to same-sex marriage. Such a plain-
tiff would have to prove that he or she had 
standing to sue in court” – which means 
arguing that plaintiff had suffered injury. 

Such an argument has already been 
solidly rejected by the courts. 

Dan Canon, counsel for the Kentucky 
plaintiffs in obergefell v. Hodges, agrees 
that such a challenge would be unlikely 
to succeed. “Someone would have to be 
injured by someone else’s right to be mar-
ried. Courts have consistently said you’re 
not injured by someone else’s right to get 
married.”

3) a challenge has to survive in the 
lower courts. Someone would have to 
bring a case on the local, and then the 
state, level to argue how, specifically, a 
person has been harmed by someone 
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Violet has noticed that Liza (our new 
cat) has become quite a presence in our 
house. Liza follows the dogs around as 
though she’s part of the canine pack rather 
than a feline member of the family. She’s 
captivating to Connor and I. She is very 
much a bright light to us. Liza is also very 
young, very playful, very animated, and 
very cute. She brings joy to our house and 
to our family. 

Violet has also noticed that she is is 
not so sure that she really likes Liza. All of 
Liza’s attributes amount 
to competition for Miss 
Violet in terms of our 
attention. Violet loves 
a lot of things but one 
of the things that she 
loves most is being the 
center of attention. She 
also loves being blonde. 
This is coloration is in 
stark contrast to Liza’s 
coat color. Liza is a 
perfect example of tor-
toiseshell. Technically 
speaking, tortoiseshell 
is a combination of 
two colors other than 
white. In most cases, 
one color is black and 
the other is a shade of 
red or orange. In Liza’s case, the colors 
are black and a rich caramel orange. She 
is quite striking in appearance. Even Violet 
cannot deny this. Liza is beautiful. 

The beauty of Liza’s coloration made 
me start thinking about what exactly it 
means to be a tortoiseshell cat. In my field, 
these beautiful cats have a reputation of 
being mean, aggressive, and very difficult 
to deal with. Liza, by contrast, is bright, 
happy, playful, and loving. So, I started do-
ing some research to see if there was any 
evidence to support that this coloration re-
sulted in any reliable character traits. I dis-
covered some very interesting information 
about our dear Liza. 

First, the cause of this coloration is 
very complex and interesting interplay 

of genetics and environment. It is almost 
entirely seen in female cats because it 
requires two X chromosomes to produce 
the black and gold coloring. The degree of 
speckling depends on the expression – or 
the shutting off – of pigment-containing 
cells as they migrate to the skin. The “split 
face” appearance with black on one side of 
the face and gold on the other with a sharp 
dividing line running down the midline that 
Liza sports is not uncommon. It was this 
striking and beautiful physical trait that led 
me to want to name her Two-face. Connor 
was adamantly opposed to this, but I still 
feel it fits her. 

The folklore of these cats is equally in-
teresting. In Southeast Asia, it’s believed 
that the very first tortoiseshell cat was cre-
ated from the blood of a young goddess. 
In many cultures, tortoiseshell cats are be-
lieved to bring good luck. Celts hold that 
bringing a tortoiseshell feline into your 
house implies good fortune awaits. In Ja-
pan, fisherman would bring a tortoiseshell 
cat on their boats to provide protection 
against ghosts. In the U.S., they’ve been 

referred to “money cats” for the sup-
p o s e d 
p o w e r 
to bring 
wealth to 
their own-
ers. 

Finally, 
the attitude 
of tortoise-
shell is a 
well-known 
aspect of 
these beau-
tiful cats. A 
tortoiseshell 
cat is gener-
ally thought 
of as having 
high energy, 
strong per-

sonalities, and a very demanding nature. 
They are also believed to be sensitive, 
headstrong, and adventurous. These attri-
butes, whether they are real or perceived, 
has led to the term “tortitude.” Of course, 
there’s no scientific evidence to suggest 
a correlation between coat color and per-
sonality. Despite this, almost any animal 
health professional will attest to the reality 
of tortitude. I myself, will attest to tortitude 
being a state of mind, body, and soul lead-
ing to the strong will of these cats. I can 
honestly say this embodies all that Liza 
is. I can also say that Violet is very unset-
tled by Miss Liza’s own tortitude. It makes 
things very interesting around here and 
Connor and I love it! t

Feel the 
Tortitude

Violet’s
Dr. Tony Calo
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Amazing Adorable Ace is my full name here 
at Baltimore Humane Society. I’m an active, strong and energetic lad who just 

needs a home to call my own! I’m a dog with a big head and 
an even bigger heart. I totally love butt-
rubs and being with people. I will come up 
to you and kiss your hand and sometimes I 
may even try to sit in your lap. My previous 
owner was sad to give me up, but I was just 
a bit too much for her to handle. I guess I 
can’t really help how strong I am, but may-
be someone out there wants a dog like me. 
If that is you, stop in soon. t

My name is Portobelloe, 
and I am looking for my new family. It’s not 
just my name that makes me unique. I am 
a tripod which means I only have three 
legs. But that 

doesn’t stop me one bit! I’m as ac-
tive and playful as the next kitty. But guess what 
I really love to do? Cuddle and receive lots of af-
fection! That’s right. I am a total love bug and I am 
not afraid to show it. I will purr, make biscuits on 
you, roll over in your arms ... I am just too cute! 
Please stop by the Baltimore Humane Society to 
meet me. You are sure to fall in love! t

the adoption fee is $100 for ace and $50 for 
Portobello. For more information visit Bmorehu-
mane.org.
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Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
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FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 
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By daVid PlaCheR
Escaping to New York City from 
Baltimore for the weekend is easy. 
Although Amtrak tickets can be 
pricey, advance ticket purchase and 
travel during odd times can lead to 
cheap deals. A one-way train ticket 
for a 5 a.m. trip can cost as little as 
$40. A bus to New York can be even 
cheaper, with deals as low as $10. 
Although traveling to New York is 
great for seeing the beautiful green 
lands and waterways, once you get 
there, the adventure begins. New 
York, with its population of over 
8 million, can be overwhelming if 
you are not used to a lot of people con-
centrated in a small area. New York plays 
a powerful role in shaping media, art, en-
trainment, technology, fashion, research, 
and education. It has the largest LGBT 
population in the world and that includes 
the largest transgender population that is 
estimated to be over 25,000. It’s the place 
where the worst terrorist attack on U.S. soil 
happened – in 2001, when the World Trade 
Center was destroyed. 

New York is the location for many films, 
books, TV shows – including news broad-
casts, radio shows, and other media. Some 
of its famous shows include “Law & Order” 
and “Sex in the City.” The film industry pro-

duces over 200 films each year and has 
been growing. New York is a hotspot for the 
music, digital media, fashion magazines, 
and other publishing areas. It is the largest 
media market in North America. There are 
several companies that provide awesome 
media tours: On Location Tour, The Tour at 
NBC Studios, Movie Tour A Grande Maca, 
Gossip Girl Tour, TCM Classic Film Tour, 
the Celebrity Planet Tour, and A Grande 
Maca Movie Tour. With all the filming in 
New York, you can’t get bored if you just 
spend timing visiting filming locations and 
tours. 

N.Y.C. is perfect for the LGBT visitor 
because there is lots to do. There are a 
number of clubs and bars, a few include:

New York City  | Intergalactic Epicenter
oUT & aBoUT // DAVID’S THOUGHTS 

Therapy, a bi-level lounge with a dance 
floor on the second level and a lounge on 
the first

Posh, a casual bar filled with locals 
Boxers n.y.C., a sports bar with drink 

specials, pool tables, and famous pizzas, 
and 

evolve, a lady bar and lounge with an 
outdoor garden, patio, pool tables, and 
popular happy hour. During the day, a walk 
in Central Park, a visit to the top of the Em-
pire State Building, or a boat ride past the 
Statue of Liberty can be both refreshing 
and memorable. 

NYC also has a strong LGBT history. 
Gay Americans in the 50s and 60s faced a 
discriminating legal system and were often 
not welcome in many bars. At the time, the 
Stonewall Inn was owned by the Mafia. It 
catered to an 
assortment of 
patrons and 
was known 
to be pop-
ular among 
the poorest 
and most 
marginalized 
people in 
the gay com-
munity. The 
S t o n e w a l l 
riots were 
a series of 
spontaneous 
protests against a police raid on the Stone-
wall Inn on June 28th, 1969. Although po-
lice raids on gay bars were common in 
the 60s, officers quickly lost control of the 
Stonewall Inn raid. 
The police attracted 
crowds that erupted 
into riots. The ten-
sions between the 
police and gay resi-
dents of Greenwich 
Village erupted into 
more protests the 
following evening 
and days thereaf-
ter. The protests 
are considered to 
be the most import-
ant event leading 
to the gay rights 
movement and the 
fight for LGBT rights 
in the U.S. Today 
there is a Stonewall 
National Monument 

that marks the birth place of the LGBT 
movement.

When walking through the city, there 
is one monument that is a must see. The 
National September 11th Memorial and 
Museum are a reminder of the terrorist at-
tacks. They commemorate attacks, which 
killed 2,977 victims, and the World Trade 
Center bombing of 1993, which killed six. 
The National September 11th Memorial 
is located at the World Trade Center site, 
the former location of the Twin Towers. On 
September 11th, 2011, a dedication cere-
mony commemorating the tenth anniversa-
ry of the attacks was held at the memorial. 
It opened to the public the next day and the 
museum was dedicated on May 15th, 2014 
and openetd a few days thereafter. 

With New York being such a short dis-
tance from Baltimore, and so much culture 
compacted there, a summer visit is neces-
sary. For cheap hotels and travel, book in 
advance. t

Risen like 
a phoe-

nix from 
9/11’s 
ashes 

Times Square – 
reputedly the Milky 
Way’s actual belly 
button!

enjoying 
Brownsville

feds tip hat to 
gay activism
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BIRROTECA

Birroteca is the destination for modern,
rustic Italian cuisine crafted using ingredients

sourced from local ranchers, farmers and watermen.
We feature more than 60 craft beers with 24 on tap.

EAT
LOCAL
WITH
GREAT
FOOD &
GREAT
FRIENDS

1520 Clipper Rd
Baltimore, MD 21211
Phone. 443-708-1934
www.bmorebirroteca.com
www.facebook.com/Birroteca

Offering over 100 craft beers with 32 on draft!
We are open for dinner seven nights a week
Offering over 100 craft beers with 32 on draft!
We are open for dinner seven nights a week

1604 Kelly Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240
nickeltaphouse.com

1604 Kelly Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21209
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BEER BRUNCH
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Menu

New Brunch 
Menu  Late Night Happy Hour on

Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

Now Open for Lunch on 
Saturdays  & Sundays at 12 p.m.

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399 • gertrudesbaltimore.com

Hours
Tuesday-Friday 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Saturday 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

DINING OUT

ExposE your BusinEss
For rates and info
Call Mary at 410-802-1310
BaltimoreOutLoud.com
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By woody deRRiCkS
The stock markets are at all-time highs and 
don’t appear to be ready to change course 
any time soon. If you have a rollover from 
an old 401k or some saved cash, you may 
be asking yourself if this is the right time to 
invest that money. You may want to have 
your money invested right away so that 
you don’t miss the potential upside of the 
market, or you may want to wait on some or 
all of your investing for fear that the market 
may pull back. When clients come to me 
with cash to invest, I typically offer them 
three options: invest the money all at once, 
invest over a period of time, or hold off and 
invest later. Each option has its pros and 
cons and should be evaluated to determine 
which is most appropriate for you. 

invest the money all at once: This 
strategy is akin to jumping into a pool and 
doesn’t work for everyone. I find that in-
vesting all of the money at once works 
better for people who have a rollover from 
their 401k or other employer retirement 
plan. The reason for this is that the money 
was already invested and has only been 

out of the market for a brief period of time. 
This is simply reinvesting the proceeds.

This strategy also potentially works for 
clients with higher risk tolerances. They 
are more inclined to not want to miss any 

opportunities in the market and are willing 
to accept some short-term losses should 
the market pull back.

The advantage of this is investing all 
of your money with the potential to see it 
all rise over time. The obvious disadvan-

Strategies for Investing Cash
yoUR money

1901 Fleet Street  Baltimore, MD 21231
Phone: 410-558-3700 (English) 410-299-2898(Español)

E-mail: LawLutz@aol.com www.lawlutz.com

Law Office of David M. Lutz, P.A.
•Auto Accidents

•Personal Injury

•Criminal Defense

•Workers’ Compensation

•DUI/DWI

•Traffic Court

Se Habla Español

Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems

Ready for the 2017 Tax Season?
We Can Help You. CALL US TODAY!
Ready for the 2017 Tax Season?

We Can Help You. CALL US TODAY!

tage is that the market could 
pull back and you could see 
immediate losses in your ac-
count.

invest the money over 
a period of time: This strat-
egy is akin to gradually walk-
ing into a pool. For people 
with excess cash or clients 
who are more moderate risk 
takers, investing money once 
a month for three, six, or 12 
months may be the ideal fit. 
By investing over a period of time, you’re 
dollar-cost averaging the money into the 
market. This allows you to get some mon-
ey in right away if the market goes up and 
to allow you to buy into the market if it goes 
down over a period of time.

While this strategy doesn’t fully protect 
you from a market decline, it might soften 
the impact versus investing it all at once. It 
also limits your upside should the market 
continue going up from day one.

hold off for now: For market timers, 
holding off for the time being and waiting 
for a market decline to invest the funds is 
also an option. Market timers are hoping 
that they are correct in projecting a mar-
ket decline and that they’re able to buy at 
or near the market bottom. This strategy 
might provide some downside protection, 
but might miss out on potential gains prior 
to a market drop and relies heavily on the 
investor to accurately time the market bot-
tom. Doing this may lead to missing upside 
and buying in at a higher price than where 
the market currently stands. 

None of these strategies assures gain 
or protection from loss. Each has its advan-
tages and risks and should be weighed in 
coordination with your overall investment 
objective with your financial professional. 

You may even find that a combination of 
these strategies is ideal for you.

Dollar cost averaging involves contin-
uous investment in securities regardless 
of fluctuation in price levels of such se-
curities. An investor should consider their 
ability to continue purchasing through 
fluctuating price levels. Such a plan does 
not assure a profit and does not protect 
against loss in declining markets.

Stock investing involves risk including 
loss of principal. 

All indices are unmanaged and may 
not be invested into directly. t

Partnership Wealth management of-
fers financial planning and wealth man-
agement services, with a long history of 
working with the lGBt community. among 
the many services we offer are financial 
planning and estate planning strategies for 
gay and lesbian couples. more at Partner-
shipwm.com.

“When clients come to 
me with cash to invest, 

I typically offer them 
three options: invest the 

money all at once, invest 
over a period of time, or 

hold off and invest later.”
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RE/MAX First Choice
1201 Eastern Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21221
peter.klebenow@gmail.com
bpw.remax@gmail.com 
410-391-6900 (Office)Bennett Weiss

443-983-9854 
Peter Klebenow 
410-963-4926

Bennett Weiss
443-983-9854 

Peter Klebenow 
410-963-4926

Let Our Real Estate 
Family Be 

Your Guide!

Get direct access to MLS 
Listings, GPS locations, & 

open houses on any tablets 
or smart phone.  Text 

CCRE2GO to 87778, or visit 
http://87778.mobi/CCRE2GO

Simplify your home search
with my FREE mobile app!

Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger

Well into week three in my new role, now is a 
good time to share some tips for a success-
ful onboarding experience into a new organi-
zation. All these tips require the new employ-
ee to take an active role in the onboarding 
experience in order to get the most out of it. 
There are four main areas to focus on: 

• taking ownership
• managing time
• demonstrating effective communica-

tion, and 
• setting realistic goals.
It’s important to learn as much as you 

can about the organization and your func-
tional area. By doing this research, it will 
be helpful to understand the company’s 
strategic plan, what the long- and short-
term goals are, and how does your function 
and role assist in reaching those goals. In 
the process, it’s beneficial to keep a list of 
questions throughout your learning, and de-
termine who the right people to ask for the 
answers are. By doing this, the new hire is 
taking a proactive approach to onboarding, 
seeking information rather than waiting to 
be told. When meeting new colleagues it’s 
always recommended to focus on building 
positive relationships.

Very early into the first days of joining a 
new company, time management is always 
a challenge. To help with this challenge, 
assess the key priorities and validate them 
with management. This will help focus your 
time on the right things. At the start, there’s a 
balance of learning about the company and 
your new role and the pull to want to take 
action, and immediately show what you can 
do. The best advice is to be realistic and do 
not over-promise. Take the right amount of 
time necessary to learn the landscape be-
fore falling into any landmines.

Plan to do a lot of listening. Good com-
municators have an ability to reflect on what 
they have heard before taking action. In 
meetings, show up prepared with your list of 
questions, and if the opportunity does arise, 
this is a good time to share your ideas. The 
people you are meeting with will be much 

more inclined to listen to your ideas only af-
ter they feel you have listened to them, and 
taken the appropriate time to learn about 
the organizations. I have seen the result of 
new hires that come into a new company 
and share ideas and their criticisms before 
taking the time to learn. The negative im-
pression this leaves is sometimes difficult to 
overcome.

Lastly, it is important to set achievable 
and realistic objectives with your manager to 
keep you on the right path to success. For 
example, my new manager has provided me 
with a simple 30-day goal of meeting as many 
people as I can, and learning as much as I 
can along the way. This has been a blessing 
for me, as there are no other pressure-filled 
deliverables for me to worry about. We have 
been discussing some longer term objec-
tives in our meetings that have surfaced as 
a result of active listening and learning, but 
have yet to specifically craft them.

The experience of the first few weeks of 
joining an organization is usually an early in-
dicator of what the employment relationship 
will be. Being fresh on the scene is an oppor-
tunity. Engaging it the right way will go a long 
way to making your new job as successful as 
possible. t

A New Job: 
Making Yourself 
Successful

yoUR money

Have a 
Listing?

Our Real Estate Section 
Is the Right Place!

Call or Email us for great deals
Taylor@BaltimoreOutloud.com

410.802.1310
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993 227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St

THURSDAYS
90's ThrowBack 

Thursday
with Tina

THURSDAYS
90's ThrowBack 

Thursday
with Tina

Karaoke Sunday
8 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
Karaoke Sunday
8 p.m. to 12 a.m. 

WATCH FOR OUR 60TH ANNIVERSARY FACE LIFTS WATCH FOR OUR 60TH ANNIVERSARY FACE LIFTS
 ROLLBACK  APRIL SPECIALS

 $2.50 DOMESTIC CANS  $3.00 DOMESTIC BOTTLES OF BEER
10 P.M. TO CLOSE!!!

FRIDAYS
RuPaul Drag Race 

on the big Screen

FRIDAYS
RuPaul Drag Race 

on the big Screen

 ROLLBACK  APRIL SPECIALS
 $2.50 DOMESTIC CANS  $3.00 DOMESTIC BOTTLES OF BEER

10 P.M. TO CLOSE!!!
Welcome to Our Newest Bartender, Mark!
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The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery

205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”
410-225-3100 • ATM Available

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

2 IN 1 RAIL

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

2 IN 1 RAIL

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.

in Brooklyn.
aC: What is your favorite quality in an-

other human being?
BS: Empathy. The ability to understand 

what fellow humans are feeling could truly 
change how we as a society work/live with 
each other

aC: Risk-taker or careful planner?
BS: Both. I’m a true Gemini, complete 

split personality. I need to outline my life, 
but I am also the very same girl 
who sits in the chair of her tattoo 
artist and lets her have artistic li-
cense without a worry. Who’s up 
for sky diving?

aC: What is your favorite 
accomplishment outside of the 
leather community? 

BS: The village of people who 
raised me instilled a fighting spirit 
and the drive to get things done. 
I continue to use those qualities 

to work on my PTSD remission. It’s still 
there, but it’s not the monkey on my back 
controlling my life. These past few year has 
been a marathon of firsts and hard work to 
even get to that place.

aC: What is your favorite thing about 
the leather community?

BS: Seeing all the cuties dressed up.
aC: Who is your favorite vil-

lain of all time?
BS: Dolores Umbridge, she 

could teach classes on throw-
ing shade.

aC: Free form time – What 
is a message you would really 
like to share with all the peo-
ple reading this?

BS: I am passionate 
about supporting our small/
local groups, the groups 
everyone loves but that 
are disappearing faster 
and faster. I love learning 
about leather history, but 
I see and hear the list of 

clubs and groups that have 
shut down getting longer and 
longer. For many of us, the 
political climate is bleeding 

into our lives from every direction. We need 
to be able to pull out of the stressors and 
into communities that hold space for us. 
If we don’t support our own communities, 
becoming members, volunteering time or 
going to events, eventually there won’t be 
space left. I sometimes forget about my life 
before leather and kink, but I couldn’t go 
back to it. I love that Alex is creating a way 
of us reconnecting to each other. Thank you 
Alex for asking me to participate and con-
gratulations on your title year! t

In the history of women’s leather, one 
of the most important groups is Lesbi-
an Sex Mafia, the oldest continuously 
run BDSM support group in the U.S. 
The group is coming back to the fore-
front and kicking some ass in N.Y.C. 
and beyond. I met Bianca Spencer 
last year during a women’s history 
panel with LSM members. I met her 
again when I had the good fortune and 
honor of marching with LSM in the N.Y.C. 
Pride Parade. The Brooklyn resident made 
an amazing impression on me, seeming to 
have a quiet strength and desire to help the 
group flourish and the dedication to help 
make that happen. If you have not met her 
yet, I hope you have the opportunity sooner 
rather than later.

alex “Bear” Conley: 
How did you discover 
the leather communi-
ty and how long have 
you been involved?

Bianca Spencer: 
I’ve always loved leath-
er – my mother always 
told me it was a better 
investment – thanks 
mom! A few years ago, I 
was exploring other areas 
of the N.Y.C. kink com-
munity, I ran across the 
leather double feature at 
Cinekink. I had never found 
or heard a definition of leath-
er that I was satisfied with, 
so I decided to check it out. O n e 
was about a gay men’s leather club 
in London and the other was High Shine. 
I sat in the theater frozen as these movies 
were speaking to me on whole other level 
than just entertainment. It was erotic and 
comforting all at the same time, it all made 
sense. I started looking into local leather 
that fit for me and stumbled across Lesbian 
Sex Mafia.

aC: What place has better pizza – Chi-
cago or New York?

BS: New York,fuggedaboutit. I have an 
ongoing love affair with Spumoni Gardens 

Meet Bianca 
Spencer

Mondays
Mid-Atlantic

Alex ‘Bear’ Conley

leaTheR

Mid-
Atlantic 
Leather 
Woman 

2017

Bianca
Spencer
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is signing the 
word “fisting,” 
the speaker 
is not talking 
about boxing. 
I asked Kevin 
about some-

thing that confused me at 
the recent GLCCB meeting. Members of 
the deaf community were requesting that 
the interpreters be deaf. Kevin explained 
that hearing interpreters often want to 
sign words and phrases in the way that a 
hearing person would say them and often 
include every little word. In deaf culture 

communication becomes abbreviated. 
For example: I am going to the store. 
Would you like to come with me? This 
sentence can me shortened to: Going 
to store. You with? 

Kevin was very happy that the staff 
at the GLCCB reached out to the LGBT 
deaf community and is working to make 
their events more accessible. He was 
very much in agreement with many of 
the topics discussed. For example, a 
drag performer should let the interpreter 
know in advance which songs she will be 
performing and if possible provide a copy 
of the lyrics, and that there should be a 
reserved area near the stage so that the 
deaf attendees at the block party are able 
to see the interpreters. After all what good 
is it to have an interpreter if the attendees 
cannot see him? Kevin is currently in-
volved in teaching a class at the GLCCB 
(2530 North Charles Street, 3rd floor). The 
class is called “Shocking ASL” and deals 
with gay slang, cultural norms, basic ASL, 
and how to interact with the deaf communi-
ty. Classes are held every Wednesday from 
7 to 9 p.m. The classes started on March 
29th and run through May 3rd. Kevin said 
that people should not worry if they missed 
some of the classes, he always starts with 
a review and encourages attendees to not 
use their voices in the classes. He adds that 
90% of communication is body language. 
He hopes to have additional classes in the 
future. 

Kevin is also thinking about hosting some 
sort of fundraiser in June to celebrate the 
one year anniversary of MAIF and is consid-
ering maybe holding an event at his home. 
(There’s a pool and a hot tub!) You can learn 
more about the Mid-Atlantic Deaf & Inter-
preter fund at Midatlanticinterpreterfund.org 
and on Facebook. Kevin too is proud of the 
diversity in our leather community and said 
that he feels that the election of President 
Donald Trump did not and will not divide us. 
If anything it brought us together. t 

me to check it out. I must 
say that GLCCB Director 
of Operation Mimi De-
missew did a fantastic 
job and dealt gracious-
ly with the over 20 at-
tendees who came to 
express their displeasure with interpreters, 
or the lack thereof, at Baltimore Pride. 

On April 11th Kevin invited me over to 
his home for lunch and we talked about 
how to make sure our deaf brothers and 
sisters feel welcomed at our events. Kev-
in became involved in learning American 

Sign Language (ASL) many 
years ago 

when he had deaf 
neighbors and wanted to be able to 
communicate with them. That friendship 
led to a lifelong passion. In June Kevin 
founded the Mid-Atlantic Deaf & Interpret-
er Fund (MAIF) to help give something 
back to the deaf community, help provide 
interpreters for events, and to help inter-
preters who spend lots of money on their 
education, but are often not properly com-
pensated for interpreting at functions. This 
new charity is off to a great start and has 
already received very generous donations 
from such organizations as Bears, Bikers 
& Mayhem, Philadelphia Leather Pride 
Night, and Baltimore’s 12 Days of Christ-
mas fundraiser. In January the bootblacks 
at the huge Mid-Atlantic Leather weekend 
donated 25% of their tips to MAIF. 

Kevin explained how important it is that 
interpreters at LGBT events understand the 
slang and the culture of the LGBT or leath-
er community. For example, if someone 

I have always been proud of the diversi-
ty of the leather community in Baltimore. 
Maryland’s first leather club, the Ship-
Mates Club of Baltimore, was founded in 
1974. Although originally a club for men, 

currently the ShipMates counts both a fe-
male and a transgender person among the 
club’s full members. The Baltimore Eagle 
was the first of the “eagle bars” to add a 
Ms. Baltimore Eagle titleholder – and did 
so in 1992 when after founding a leather 
club called “Lesborados,” Glenda Ryder 
was selected Ms. Baltimore Eagle 1992. 
In 1993 Glenda went on to start a leather 
club for women called FIST (Females In-

vestigating Sexual Terrain), which is still a 
big part of Baltimore’s leather community 
today. The Mr. Maryland Leather Contest 
began in 1991 and in 1993 Tony Hash be-
came the first African-American Mr. Mary-
land Leather titleholder. 

Unfortunately one segment of the 
LGBT community is still often left out, the 
deaf community. When the Internation-
al Mr. Leather Contest started in Chica-
go in 1979, founder Chuck Renslow who 
had some skill in American Sign Lan-
guage made sure that by the time that 
the second IML contest was held i n 
1980, there was an interpret-
er on hand. Here in Baltimore a 
leather club called the Baltimore 
Leather Association of the Deaf 
(BLADeaf) was formed and in 
1992 they had their first run 
event at the Baltimore Eagle. 
During this weekend Bob Don-
aldson was not only selected 
Mr. BLADeaf, but he went on 
to compete at the Interna-
tional Mr. Leather Contest 
in Chicago, making him the 
first deaf leather man to hit 
the IML stage. Bob Donald-
son was later co-founder of 
the International Mr. Deaf 
Leather Contest. 

Recently my friend 
Kevin Lowery, a member 
of BLADeaf, informed me 
that there was a meeting 
being had at the GLCCB 
(Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender Communi-
ty Center of Baltimore and Central Mary-
land) on March 31st. The meeting was to 
be a town hall between the GLCCB and 
the LGBT deaf community to see what the 
GLCCB could do to make Baltimore Pride 
more welcoming and inclusive. Although 
Kevin was unable to attend, he wanted 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

leaTheR

Diversity Doesn’t 
Divide

kevin
lowery

Kevin is teaching a 
class at the GLCCB 

called ‘Shocking ASL’ 
that deals with gay 

slang, basic ASL, & 
how to interact with 
deaf people. Every 

Wednesday from 7 to 9
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Miss Gay Maryland aMerica
Saturday April 22nd 2017

Photos by Michael J. Palmisano with Palmisano Productions 
www.PalmisanoProductions.com
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Photos by Michael J. Palmisano
with Palmisano Productions 
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Miss Gay Maryland aMerica
Saturday April 22nd 2017
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BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND
Club 1722 

1722 North Charles Street  
410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns 
608 W. Lexington St.  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery 
203-207 W Read St.  •   410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 N. Charles Street 

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com
The Gallery 

1735 Maryland Ave.   •   410-539-6965
Grand Central 

1001-1003 N. Charles St. 
410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s  
870 Park Ave  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s 
6037 Belair Rd  •   410-599-1952
Station North Arts Cafe Gallery 

1816 North Charles Street 
410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley 
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree 
1633 S. Charles Street 

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club 

21614 National Pike  •   Boonsboro, MD  21713 
301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions  

706 N 3rd St  •   Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
(717)232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704  
704 N 3rd St  •   Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

(717)234-4228
The Brownstone Lounge 

412 Forester Street  •   Harrisburg, PA 17102 
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon  

35 Baltimore Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE  
302-227-6515   •   bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot  
247 Rehoboth Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971  

302-226-1139
 Rigby’s Bar & Grill 

404 Rehoboth Avenue.  Rehoboth Beach, DE  
302-227-6080   •   rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill 
52 Baltimore Ave.  Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971  

302-227-0948   •   iguanagrill.com

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm
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