
Over the years, funds raised by the AIDS 
Walk & Run Baltimore have allowed Chase 
Brexton to purchase to mobile HIV testing 
vans, to drive outreach and test-
ing efforts into the communities 
that need them most.

“For me, this is my Pride 
event,” said Aaron Lorance, 
whose organization Dance 4A 
Cure recently hosted the week-
end-long event Incognito, with 
proceeds supporting the AIDS 
Walk & Run. “There is an illu-
sion that there is a cure. There 
is no cure, there is only suc-
cessful treatment and prevention. It’s 
important to be aware of other STDs and 
test for those as well. Making testing and 
treatment accessible and affordable helps 
decrease the numbers of new infections.”

grand scale. 
In the late 

1920s, Francis 
Poulenc fell in love with the painter Rich-
ard Chanlaire, an art dealer with galleries 
in Paris and near Nice. It was to Chan-
laire that Poulenc dedicated his “Concert 
Champêtre,” inscribing the score: “You 
have changed my life, you are the sun-
shine of my 30 years, a reason for living 
and for working.” From this point on, with 
the exception of a short heterosexual rela-
tionship in which he fathered a daughter, 
Poulenc’s intimate relationships were with 
men. 
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Poulenc’s wit, 
grace, and savoir 

faire tickles
audiences today

AIDS Walk & Run 2018: May 6th at Baltimore’s MD Zoo

by Shirley Parry
When the Tiffany Series at Brown 
Memorial Presbyterian Church pres-
ents its concert entitled “A Passion 
for Poulenc” on May 6th, it will be 
highlighting the music of a French 
composer whose unique style – a 
juxtaposition of lyrical 
melodies, ironic, even 
subversive harmonies, 
and shifts from parody 
to tragedy – has been 
linked to his complex 
feelings about his ho-
mosexuality. 

Francis Poulenc came of age 
in post-war Paris of the 1920s, the 
city of Picasso, Man Ray, Serge 
Diaghilev (“Les Ballets Russes”), 
and Igor Stravinsky, whose “The 
Rite of Spring” had recently cre-
ated a near-riot.  Jazz was new, 
and music from the circus and 
the music hall was in the air. 

The concert program’s “Pia-

Gay Composer 
Poulenc’s Work

no Sonata for Four Hands” was 
composed by the 19-year old 
Poulenc in 1918. Performed by 
Michael Britt, Brown Memorial’s 
Minister of Music, and E. Joseph 
Teter, the piece, which lasts only 
six minutes, displays what has been 

called the “jocular musi-
cal vitality” of Poulenc’s 
circle of young composer 
friends called “the Six.” 

Championed by the gay 
artist Jean Cocteau, the 
music of the Six was a re-
action to late German Ro-

mantics (Wagner) and the impressionists 
(Debussy). Instead, these young artists 
turned to modernist composers such as 
Erik Satie and to the popular music hall 
tunes they heard in Montparnasse. Pou-
lenc was especially drawn to the music of 
Stravinsky, and during this time he also 
worked with Diaghilev, who commissioned 
his ballet “Les Biches” (1924), thus intro-
ducing Poulenc’s music to Europe on a 

by Sharon CooPer-Kerr
Chase Brexton Health Care
Hundreds of walkers, runners, and volun-
teers will take steps against HIV and AIDS 
in Baltimore at Chase Brexton Health Care’s 
fourth annual AIDS Walk & Run Baltimore, 
presented by Quest Diagnostics, on Sunday, 
May 6th at the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore.

All proceeds from the AIDS Walk & Run 
Baltimore will support Chase Brexton’s HIV 
and AIDS programs, including assistance 
with medications, case management ser-
vices, and medical care. A comprehensive 
health fair will once again be present at the 
end of the course offering health informa-
tion, testing, and refreshments.

Participants can register to walk or run, 
or start a team and raise funds with their 
friends, at BaltimoreAIDSWalk.org. On-site 

registration is also available at the zoo’s 
main entrance beginning at 7 am, and the 
event program begins at 7:45 am. Top 
fundraising teams will earn a variety of ex-
citing prizes for their efforts. 

“HIV and AIDS remain a major problem in 
Baltimore and a leading cause of death here,” 
said Sharon Cooper-Kerr, special events 
manager for Chase Brexton. “We urge people 
in the community to come out and walk or run 
– and support this critically important effort to 
raise funds to expand testing and treatment.”

The fourth annual event features many 
returning participants and teams. Last 
year, the event succeeded in raising nearly 
$100,000 to support Chase Brexton Health 
Care’s HIV / AIDS prevention, outreach, 
and testing services. More than 600 attend-
ees came to the Maryland Zoo in Baltimore 
to walk, run, and volunteer. 

hat off to 
Francis 
Poulenc

Headlines Tiffany 

Maryland has the fifth highest rate of HIV 
infection in the US, according to the state 
Department of Health, and more than 30,000 
Marylanders are currently living with the dis-
ease. HIV / AIDS has also seen a resurgence 

among Baltimore youth; 
citywide, the percent of new 
infections occurring in 13-to-
29 year olds grew from 14% 
in 2000 to 39% in 2015, the 
department reported.

“I have seen patients who 
were hopeless and depressed 
for a variety of reasons: not 
understanding what a certain 
diagnosis means, dealing with 
stigma and feeling depressed 
and being in denial or not 

seeking medical care due to financial con-
straints,” said Dr. Sebastian Ruhs, director 
of Chase Brexton Health Care’s Infectious 

—continued on page 20

Concert 

—continued on page 3
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SATURDAY, MAY 12TH

10am-4pm • FREE! • 2640 St. Paul Street
Over 50 vendors of crafts, gifts and more!
Learn more at charmcitycraftmafia.com

Call ERA Law Group Today 
(410) 919-1790, or visit us at
1997 Annapolis Exchange Pkwy,
Suite 300, Annapolis, MD 21401

●  Probate
●  Mediation
●  Elder Law
●  Family Law
●  Guardianship
●  Personal Injury
●  Estate Planning
●  LGBTQIA Matters
●  Veteran's Benefits
●  Medicaid Planning & Qualification

Valerie E. Anias, Esq.
vanias@eralawgroup.com 

Select Chase Brexton Health Care patients 
deemed most in need may be eligible for 
digital breast cancer screenings through a 
mobile mammography van to be located at 
the Chase Brexton Mount Vernon Center 
on September 28th. The screenings are 
provided in partnership with Lackawan-

na Mobile 
X-Ray and 
the Susan 
G. Komen 
Foundation.
Breast can-
cer is the 
second most 
c o m m o n 
cancer in 
women, and 

mammograms are capable of finding it up 
to three years before it can be felt. The 
Center for Disease Control recommends 
mammograms every two years for women 
age 50 and older who are at average risk 
for breast cancer.

The staff of Chase Brexton encour-
ages their patients to remember that ear-
ly detection saves lives! Any patient who 
feels they may quality should contact their 
Chase Brexton provider or call 410-837-
2050 for more info. t

newS // LOCAL 

LGBTQ Youth Prom, 
‘Planets Align,’ 

May 4th
On May 4th, from 7 to 11 pm, Baltimore’s 
fourth annual LGBTQ Youth Prom will be 
held at the Lord Baltimore Hotel (20 West 
Baltimore Street). All youth ages 14 to 19 
from Baltimore and surrounding areas are 
welcome to attend. The prom is free, and 
includes dinner, entertainment, dancing, 
and a community resource fair. 

Would-be participants must register in 
advance and show an ID. Organizers de-

clare that “If you do not register, or do not 
have a picture ID, you will not be allowed 
entry.” All registrations must be received 
by 3 pm on May 4th. Register for tickets at 
Bit.ly/2FaLkXB.

rhyming melodically – Baltimore-based composer Peter Dayton and soprano Katie Purcell 
headlined the concert “All in the Sound” on April 12th, featuring world premieres of new songs on 
poems by William Carlos Williams and Walt Whitman.

Poets in 
Song

Diseases Center of Excellence. “Being able 
to help those patients and see them come 
back at a future visit in great health and with a 
smile creates the greatest memories.”

For more than three decades, Chase 
Brexton has maintained a leading role in 
battling HIV / AIDS. Now a multi-faceted 
health center, Chase Brexton continues to 
provide comprehensive HIV-targeted case 
management services. These services in-
clude physical exams, ongoing follow-up vis-
its with patients, diagnostic tests, treatment 
for patients co-infected with hepatitis B or C, 
nutritional assessments and consultations, 
and intensive patient health education and 
support for HIV medications.

The event is made possible through 
the support of: Quest Diagnostics, Gilead, 
CareFirst, Lifebridge Health, Allied Univer-
sal, Priority Partners, Emmanuel Episcopal 
Church, University of Maryland Institute for 
Human Virology, Wegmans, WBFF Fox 45, 
Yelp, and the Maryland Zoo.

“I participate in this event every year 
because I know that preventative measures 
and stopping the stigma associated with 
HIV are the keys to stopping the spread of 
this disease,” said Shawn Carrick, a lead-
ing fundraiser. “In my mind, each step I take 
during the AIDS Walk & Run in Baltimore is 
reflective of one more person helped.” t

AIDS Walk & Run
—continued from page 1

—continued on next page 
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The prom is sponsored by Gay, Lesbi-
an, Straight Education Network (GLSEN) 
Maryland and the Star Track Adolescent 
Health Program at the University of Mary-
land School of Medicine.

The event is free for all attendees 
through your donations. Help out at Go-
fundme.com/lgbtqprom2018.

For more info, visit Facebook.com/
events/175117579799888 or email orga-
nizers at lgbtqprombmore@gmail.com.

BHT Charity Pasta 
Class

On May 7th at 6:30 pm, join Brother Help 
Thyself (BHT) for an evening of making 
pasta and a pasta dinner at Schola (1005 
North Charles Street, Baltimore). All pro-
ceeds go to benefit BHT, which provides 

thousands of dollars in grants to non-profit 
organizations throughout Baltimore, Wash-
ington, and Northern Virginia.

Whether you’ve donated to BHT be-
fore, are looking to support your commu-
nity in new ways, or are looking to get in-
volved with BHT, you’re invited to attend 
this event.

Tickets are $59 and available at Bit.
ly/2KboaUD. For more info, visit Bit.ly/
2Ka1eVy or Brotherhelpthyself.org. t

PFLAG Fundraiser, 
May 10th

On May 10th from 6:30 to 9:30 pm, PFLAG 
Howard County will host their third annual 
Queens and Cock-
tails fundraiser at 
Kahler Hall (5440 
Old Tucker Row, 
Columbia). It’s a 
fun evening with 
their signature 
cocktail, hors 

newS // LOCAL

d’oeuvres, drag queens, and great com-
pany, including Howard County guests of 
honor.

The event dress code is from fig leaf to 
tuxedo. Tickets are $75 to $100 and available 
at Bit.ly/2HpoYDq. For more info it’s Face-
book.com/events/531797973871944. t

Fight LGBT 
Homelessness: 

HostHome Lunch & 
Learn, May 3rd

On May 3rd, from noon to 1 pm at Impact 
Hub Baltimore (10 East North Avenue), 
Ava Pipitone, co-creator of HostHome 
(HostHome.help), will host a lunch and 
learn where she will discuss the details 
of HostHome, a new sliding-scale home 
sharing platform that leverages the sharing 
economy to provide immediate housing to 
LGBTQ people in need. 

“HostHome is turbo charging the in-
formal hosting economy within the LGBT 
community,” said Ava Pipitone, executive 
director of Baltimore Transgender Alliance 
in a recent Washington Blade profile. “We 
are already doing this. I don’t know anoth-
er queer woman who hasn’t had a younger 
sibling on their sofa at one point or anoth-
er. We are bringing this network above 
ground.”

This new platform will provide: safe 
and secure messaging for hosts, guests 
and patrons; the opportunity for hosts and 
guests to rate each other after each stay; 
access for hosts to top-of-the-line certifica-

Chicago: 
Burlesque Style

Few shows are as beloved as Kander 
and Ebb’s Chicago, a musical that holds 
the distinction of being Broadway’s lon-
gest-running revival and is currently in 
second place for the most total shows for 
any show in Broadway history. 

With classic numbers ranging from “All 
That Jazz” and “Cellblock Tango” to “Mister 
Cellophane” and “Class,” together with its 
sexy sets and costumes, it lends itself per-
fectly to the art of burlesque.

Enter Bunns of Steele, the talented 
Baltimore burlesque troupe that pushes an 
agenda of body positivity, sexual refine-
ment, cultural appreciation, and hometown 
love. They’ve mounted a fun and sexy 

tions on suicide prevention, mental health, 
first aid, naloxone training, and more; a 
safe and secure protocol for patrons to 
give donations; and anonymized metrics 
that are provided to the public.

The discussion will begin with personal 
narrative and skill shares from our experi-
ences that lead to the idea for HostHome. 

The promotional piece of the program 
will ultimately be a call for hosts for the 
network. She will explain how to switch 
from Airbnb and do good with your host-
ings, while also getting paid. Pipitone will 
also encourage community help in con-
necting them to foundations and venture 
capitalists willing to invest in the platform 
build out, as well as philanthropists willing 
to contribute to the sliding-scale fund.

For more info about HostHome, visit 
HostHome.help. t

Services
Summit
HIV / AIDS

Speak up!  – On April 19th, the Greater 
Baltimore HIV Health Services Planning 
Council held a community listening 
session in Baltimore.

Most wanted – OUTlaw at the University of Baltimore School of Law presented on April 19th the 
2018 Cobalt Awards to Mark Procopio representing FreeState Justice, University of Baltimore student 
Lauren Fleming, and Baltimore school teacher Wyatt Oroke.

—continued from page 3

OUTlaw
Awardees
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burlesque review of Chicago, performing 
a baker’s dozen of songs from the show 
together, in the words of director Tommy 
Gunn, with “tasteful and artistic stripping.”

The show is produced by Bunny Vi-
cious and choreographed by Tapitha Kix. 
The cast includes Bella La Blanc, Bunny 
Vicious, Dirk Hamfist, Kaylee Kalliope, 
Tapitha Kix, Krissy Kupcake, and Scruffy 
Westside.

The show will run for two more perfor-
mances at The Nest at the Baltimore Eagle 
(2022 North Charles Street) on April 27th 
at 8:30 pm, and April 28th at 1 pm. Tick-
ets are $22 and are available at Bit.ly/2F-
byKXT. Don’t miss these final opportunities 
to enjoy your favorite songs, together with 
a diverse cast of folks willing to bare it all 
(well almost) for your enjoyment.

Visit Bosburlesque.com for more info 
about Bunns of Steele and their other up-
coming events. t

B & Dee’s Lunch 
Patrol for the 

Homeless, 
April 29th

B & Dee’s Baltimore Love invites you to 
join them on April 29th at noon at Carroll 
Park (1500 Washington Boulevard, Balti-
more) to celebrate their second anniversa-
ry and for their April Lunch Patrol event.

B and Dee have worked many years 
in the community, but B & Dee’s Balti-
more Love was born on April 28th, 2016, 
the date that “Dee,” Demetrios Mallisham, 
passed from our community, and the be-
ginning of a new movement in Baltimore. 
You are invited to join them to celebrate, 
to remember and honor Dee, and to give 
back to the community. Their slogan reads, 
“Together we will make a difference!”

The lunch patrol program distrib-
utes brown bag lunches to those in need 
throughout Baltimore on the last Sunday 
of each month, beginning at noon. Each 
month the event focuses on a different part 
of the city, so the meeting location chang-
es accordingly. This is an event for all, and 
volunteers of all ages are encouraged to 
participate. Premade brown bag lunches 
containing a sandwich, drink, snack, and 
dessert are preferred. They will be deliv-
ered to those experiencing homelessness 
by volunteers on foot and by vehicle.
For more information, visit Bit.ly/2GO198b.

B & Dee’s is also looking for vendors to 
participate in their third annual Baltimore 
Pride community outreach event, planned 
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for 1 to 4 pm on June 9th, at the Ynot Lot. 
Vendor spaces are free to groups provid-
ing medical services (including HIV and 
hep C testing, blood pressure screening, 
mental health and addictions assistance) 
as well as case management, housing aid, 
education, job training, and spiritual help. 
The vendor application is at Bit.ly/2HnDt-
vK. The event is free to everyone, with a 
goal of providing necessary resources to 
those in need, and inspiring others to give 
back to the community. t

Joy Baltimore 
Toiletry Drive

Joy Baltimore and Club Bunns encourag-
es you to consider supporting Joy Balti-
more’s toiletry drive to benefit homeless 
and runaway youth on May 5th at Club 
Bunns (606-608 West Lexington Street, 
Baltimore). You’re invited to come dance 
the night away to DJ Sedrick and drop your 
toiletries off on the second floor. They are 
asking for deodorant, toothbrushes, sham-
poo, conditioner, soap, body wash, hair 
gel, lotion, toothpaste, mouthwash, dental 

floss, pillows, sheets, comforters, tam-
pons, dishwashing liquid, cleaning sup-
plies, toilet paper, and the like. For more 
info it’s Bit.ly/2vG6BZt. t

Making a Difference for Businesses & Individuals
With client focus as the base of every service, Bridges & Associates, CPA’s 
of Baltimore, MD offers area businesses and individuals specialized CPA 

services tailored to the industry, business entity and targeted needs.

835 Hollins St. Baltimore, MD, 21201  •  410-908-8134
jbridges@bridgescpas.com   •   bridgescpas.com

Certified Public Accountants

Services for
Individuals
-Estate Planning

-Elder Care

Business Services
-Small Business Accounting

-Online Payroll
-QuickBooks Services

-Payroll  -  Bank Financing
New Business Formation

Tax Services
-Tax Preparation

-Tax Planning
-Tax Problems
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April GLCCB Board 
Meeting Notes

by bill reDMonD PalMer
On April 10th, the board of the GLCCB, 
Baltimore’s LGBT community center, held 
its monthly meeting.

The March meeting minutes were ap-
proved without a public reading. A determi-
nation was made that there was a quorum 
to allow for decision making.

The center served 879 people in the 
month of March, over 100 more than the 
preceding month. The Helping Hands 
Clothing Closet helped over 100 people. 
The new Rainbow Families event brought 
in 77 people and will become a month-
ly event. The Dismantling Racism event 
brought in 66 people and planning is under 
way for follow up to that event.

The center is planning a communi-
ty forum for Democratic gubernatorial 
candidates on April 28th at Lovely Lane 
Methodist Church. Five candidates have 
confirmed; one has declined; one is still 
pending.

The process to develop the annual re-
port has begun and a company to develop 

it has been selected. The center received 
a grant for $25,000 that will go towards 
programming, and a $10,000 grant from T. 
Rowe Price which will help to pay a com-
munications specialist for the center.

A short background on Baltimore Pride, 
indicated that there were approximately 
20,000 attendees in 2016 and they raised 
approximately $75,000 in sponsorships. 
In 2017 attendance rose to approximately 
30,000, and sponsorships were approxi-
mately $99,000. This year so far, $22,500 
in sponsorships has been committed. So 
far $21,000 has been raised from 66 ven-
dor entries.

The center is actively seeking addition-
al food vendors, as there were far too few 
last year. The price for food vendors for a 
10-by-20-foot space has been dropped to 
$500 for one day, and an additional $250 
for the second day. Food vendors are re-
quired to provide their own food license 
and insurance. Anyone with contacts to a 
food vendor are encouraged to invite them 
to become a Baltimore Pride food vendor.

So far $620 has been raised on 23 pa-
rade entries. Last year there were approxi-
mately 200 entries, so more are expected. 
Parade entries are $50 ($10 for marching 
bands).

If people have not yet registered as 
vendors or for the parade, the are encour-
aged to apply online at Baltimorepride.org. 

The center recently held a meeting 
with all the Baltimore departments regard-
ing Pride. Concerns were raised about the 
late start and end times of the parade last 
year, so remedies are being put in place to 
resolve that. In addition, the city required 
that the Lez Lot be included inside of the 
Pride footprint, however no alcohol could 
pass between the block party and the Lez 
Lot.

The board is continuing to recruit new 
board members and interview several 
pending board applicants. The board ex-
pects to present prospective new members 
to the community at the May board meet-
ing.

It was announced that the new bylaws 
for the board of directors had been ratified, 
and an official copy was signed by those 
board members present at the meeting. In 
the name of transparency, the board was 
encouraged by the community to ensure 
those bylaws were published on the GL-
CCB website, which they committed to do. 
They were also encouraged to publish the 
board meeting minutes on the website, 
which they agreed to take under advise-
ment.

The next board meeting is planned for 
May 8th at 6:30 pm at the GLCCB (2530 
North Charles Street, third floor, Balti-
more). t

Ride for The Feast 
Updates

On May 12th and 13th, Moveable Feast will 
host the 16th Annual Ride for the Feast. The 
ride is a two-day, 140-mile bike ride to raise 
funds for those living with life-threatening ill-
nesses in Maryland. Over 200 participants 
ride from Ocean City, Maryland, to Moveable 
Feast’s headquarters in East Baltimore.

One unique feature of this fundraising 
event, is that Moveable Feast promises that 
100% of the funds raised by the riders and 
crew will go directly to support their pro-
grams and services to put food on the tables 
of their severely ill neighbors, and not to-
ward costs associated with the ride. Instead, 
they seek out sponsors to underwrite all the 
events costs.

Moveable Feast provides services in 
Baltimore, the five surrounding counties, and 
the Eastern Shore, at no cost to clients. Last 
year they delivered 815,313 meals to 5,060 
Marylanders. Their goal is to deliver a million 
meals in a single year, each “made and de-

livered with love.”
There is still time to support the event 

and its riders, who ride through all kinds of 
weather to support Moveable Feast’s mis-
sion to “feed people, fight disease, and fos-
ter hope.” Visit Bit.ly/2CCbYMD and select 
“donate.” You can search by and help spon-
sor individual participants and teams, or, if 
you prefer, you can make a direct donation.

You can also support the event by at-
tending one of the following pre-ride fund-
raisers.

hunt for the Feast – Join Team Spokin’ 
Hot for their third annual Scavenger Hunt Al-
ley Cat on April 28th, from 2 to 6 pm, at the 
Handlebar Cafe (511 South Caroline Street, 
Baltimore). Dress in your best photo hunting 
attire, find as many items or places on the 
manifest, and take a picture with your bike 
with it. Even if you don’t own a bike, you can 
rent one from Baltimore’s Bike Share pro-
gram, or just hang out, eat, drink, be merry, 
and cheer the riders as they finish!

The $10 entry fee includes a spoke card 
and raffle ticket. Additional raffle tickets are 
five for $5 or the span of your arms for $20. 
All proceeds go to Moveable Feast. Prizes 
will be awarded for first and second place, 
and for best costume. Registration is from 2 
to 3 pm, the hunt is from 3 to 5 pm, and the 
after party and raffle drawings are from 5 to 6 
pm For more info it’s Bit.ly/2qYj05I.

brew for the Feast: brunch edition 
– Join Team Rebels With a Cause on April 
29th, from 11 am to 3 pm at Union Craft 
Brewing (1700 Union Avenue, Baltimore) for 
a beer brunch at the brewery, featuring live 
music, craft brews, and brunch items from 
some of Baltimore’s best-known doughnut 
purveyors and restaurants. Tickets are $30 
at the door or $25 in advance at Mt.cm/brew-
feast-brunch-edition.

Uplift Party Vii – Join Epic Couriers on 
May 5th from 4 to 10 pm at 1725 Maryland 
Avenue in Baltimore for their seventh annu-
al party featuring bands, beers, BBQ, and 
prizes. The $10 entrance fee supports the 
team’s fundraising. For more info it’s Bit.ly/
2JigpuO.

orioles Fundraiser – Join Team Pill 
Pedalers on May 30th at 7 pm, at Oriole Park 
at Camden Yards (333 West Camden Street, 
Baltimore) for the Orioles game against the 
Washington Nationals. Seats are reserved in 
section 326, rows 13 to 15. Tickets are $15 
each, with $5 going toward ride fundraising. 
Tickets must be purchased by April 30th. 
The first 20,000 fans to arrive will receive 
an Orioles cooler backpack.

To request tickets, complete the or-
der form at Goo.gl/forms/qJNIgavnKa-
QU9hEl2. Payment can be made with cash 
or via Venmo @jksonic or @amyrhoward. 
For more info it’s Bit.ly/2HIIu1k. t

newS // LOCAL
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beyonD The belTway

on the Lenape ancestral land we know 
as Brooklyn. As far as we know, he died 
alone, but in a place where he was sure 
to be found – where the charred remains 
of his corpse would be stumbled upon by 
strangers out for an early morning jog, or 
dog-walk. 

Buckel also prepared for his auto-cre-
mation with exceptional care: he left at 
least three separate messages explain-
ing his self-immolation as performative 
speech that both dramatized the globally 
suicidal ravages of ecological destruc-
tion and called upon the rest of us to take 
meaningful evasive action. And as some-
one who was a member of the most eco-
logically destructive class of creatures in 
the history of the planet (contemporary af-
fluent industrialized Americans), he sought 
to leverage his privilege in solidarity with 
those frontline communities already in the 
midst of environmental collapse.

Buckel’s husband, Terry Kaelber, re-
members Buckel as “[d]istressed more 
than depressed” in his last days. Friends 
and colleagues have remembered him to 
the media as brilliant, warm, and passion-
ate – someone whose heroic professional 
portfolio was matched by his love for indi-
viduals and generosity of spirit. The oppo-
site of nihilistic. Masha Gessen reports in 
the New Yorker that Kaelber, told her in a 
telephone interview that Buckel had long 
been passionate about the right of indi-
viduals to choose the time and manner of 
their death. We do not have access to Da-
vid Buckel’s interior life, which, it should be 

Feds crackdown 
on internet 
continues; 
Backpage seized

Phoenix, arizona – Federal law en-
forcement authorities seized the classified 
ads website Backpage.com and hit the 
founder with charges as part of a broad 
operation that reportedly included lots 
of raids. Visitors to the site that has long 
been seen as a haven for online pros-
titution were met on Friday with a notice 
that said it had been seized as part of an 

enforcement action by the FBI, IRS, and 
Postal Inspection Service. The notice on 
the site doesn’t specify the nature of the 
enforcement action. Although additional 
information was expected after a judge de-
cided the case should remain sealed.

Michael Lacey, a founder of the weekly 
newspaper Phoenix New times and one 
of the founders of Backpage.com, was 
charged in what appeared to be the end of 
a federal human-trafficking probe. His law-
yer confirmed to the arizona republic that 
his client had been charged as part of a 
93-count indictment that remained sealed. 
Law enforcement officers raided the Arizo-
na homes of Lacey and Jim Larkin, another 
co-founder of the site.

The website had long been engulfed 
by scandal as state attorneys general and 
anti-sex trafficking groups said it facilitat-
ed prostitution. A senate investigation into 
sex trafficking, for example, concluded 
that the website selectively edited words 
out of ads while also helping posters fig-
ure out how to post ads that would not be 
taken down. Cindy McCain, the wife of 
Sen. John McCain, praised the raids and 

said that from her understanding officials 
raided every Backpage office around the 
world. Lace and Larkin launched the on-
line classifieds site in 2004 as they built up 
a network of alternative weeklies around 
the country. (Slate.com – daniel Politi at 
amp.slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/04/
feds-seize-backpage-com-slap-charges-
on-founder-of-site.html)

… And activists 
react to UK 
‘save the 
children’ porn 
site crusade

london – Have you been watching 
porn, asks Rude Jude, Ingo Cando, Epi-
phyllum Oxypetalum, and Max Disgrace? 
The four are the organizes of the second 
annual London Porn Festival and they 
proclaim, “We champion digital rights at 
the same time as we champion sexual 
freedom because we know that the two 
are perilously entwined.” On April 12th the 
activists welcomed the queer and curious 
crowd to the Horse Hospital for the second 
installment of the London Porn Film Fes-
tival. They started the festival last year in 
a climate of fear and anxiety and in part 
as a response to the Digital Economy Act 
2017, a set of regulations that formed part 
of the government’s digital strategy which 
included “age verification” for adult web-
sites. While the Act has been delayed, 
the government says that age verification 
should be enforced by the end of the year. 

Age verification essentially means that 
in the future, people will need to provide 
proof that they are over eighteen before 
they can access adult websites. This is to 
prevent children stumbling across pornog-
raphy.

The technology to enforce this policy 
was going to be handed over to a large 
corporation called MindGeek, the world’s 
largest internet porn company, owning 
hundreds of streaming sites and studios, 
and the plan was that they would devel-
op the age verification technology and 
in so doing keep a detailed record of the 
porn-surfing habits of millions of Britons, 
directly linked to their personal information. 

Where the UK porn laws seek to “save 
the children” by curtailing the freedoms 
of consenting adults (and give everyone 
the nagging sense that they are being 
watched) the festival intends to empower 
participants to create their own films that 
reflect their politics and desires; make an 
explicit link between digital and physical 
freedoms; make sex education relevant to 
people’s actual desires and bodies; and 
ensure that politicized queerness (which 
remains a political fight) is defended as 
a valid life choice, with all of the radical 
structural and systemic critiques it con-
tains. The organizers said, “To paraphrase 
the famous queer saying about the rela-
tionship between the personal and the 
political, “between the sheets and on the 
streets:” our fight is on the screen and on 
the green. Join us!” (opendemocracy.net 
at opendemocracy.net/transformation/
rude-jude-ingo-cando-epiphyllum-oxypet-
alum-and-max-disgrace/have-you-been-
watching-po)

Lawyer, environ- 
mentalist 
Buckel dies by 
self-immolation

brooklyn, new york – Former Lamb-
da Legal LGBT rights attorney and envi-
ronmental activist David Buckel has died 
after setting himself on fire. Less than a 
week shy of the eighth anniversary of the 
Deepwater Horizon catastrophe, which 
saw some 210 million gallons of oil hem-
orrhage into the Gulf of Mexico, the storied 
civil and LGBT rights attorney and envi-
ronmentalist David Buckel doused himself 
in gasoline and set himself ablaze in the 
early morning hours of Saturday, April 14th, 

compiled by Jim Becker

David buckel – Rest in peace

... in a venue where you won’t be tracked

online hooking up under the gun

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.
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I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.

TRUVADA for PrEP™ is a once-daily prescription medicine that 
can help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 when taken every day 
and used together with safer sex practices.

 ® TRUVADA for PrEP is only for adults who are at high risk of getting HIV through sex. 

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 

Ask your doctor about your risk of getting HIV-1 infection 
and if TRUVADA for PrEP may be right for you.

I know who I am. And I make choices that fi t my life.And I make choices that fi t my life.

I'm passionate, 
not impulsive.

What is TRUVADA for PrEP?
TRUVADA for PrEP (pre-exposure prophylaxis) is a prescription medicine that is used 
together with safer sex practices to help reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. 
This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at high risk of getting HIV-1. To help 
determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.
Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to prevent getting HIV. 
Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
body fl uids. Never reuse or share needles or other items that have body fl uids on them.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about 
TRUVADA for PrEP?
Before taking TRUVADA for PrEP:  

 ® You must be HIV-negative before you start taking TRUVADA for PrEP. You must 
get tested to make sure that you do not already have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA 
to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are confi rmed to be HIV-negative.

 ® Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently 
become infected. If you have fl u-like symptoms, you could have recently become 
infected with HIV-1. Tell your healthcare provider if you had a fl u-like illness within 
the last month before starting or at any time while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. 
Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include tiredness, fever, joint or muscle aches, 
headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
 ® You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP 
may not keep you from getting HIV-1. 

 ® You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP: 
 ® Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months.
 ® If you think you were exposed to HIV-1, tell your healthcare provider right away.

 ® To further help reduce your risk of getting HIV-1:
 ® Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
 ® Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it 
easier for HIV to infect you.

 ® Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as 
having fewer sex partners.

 ® Do not miss any doses of TRUVADA. Missing doses may increase your risk of 
getting HIV-1 infection.

 ® If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA 
alone to treat HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If 
you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat 
over time.

TRUVADA can cause serious side effects:
 ® Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. 
If you have HBV and stop taking TRUVADA, your HBV may suddenly get worse. Do 
not stop taking TRUVADA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider, as they 
will need to monitor your health.

Who should not take TRUVADA for PrEP?
Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP if you: 

 ® Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status. If 
you are HIV-1 positive, you need to take other medicines with TRUVADA to treat 
HIV-1. TRUVADA by itself is not a complete treatment for HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 
and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to treat over time.

 ® Also take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection.

What are the other possible side effects of TRUVADA for PrEP?
Serious side effects of TRUVADA may also include:

 ® Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider may do 
blood tests to check your kidneys before and during treatment with TRUVADA. 
If you develop kidney problems, your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking TRUVADA.

 ® Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but 
rare medical emergency that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider 
right away if you get these symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, 
unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach pain with 
nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a 
fast or abnormal heartbeat.

 ® Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part 
of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.

 ® Bone problems, including bone pain, softening, or thinning, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP are stomach-area 
(abdomen) pain, headache, and decreased weight. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP?

 ® All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or 
have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis. 

 ® If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if 
TRUVADA can harm your unborn baby. If you become pregnant while taking 
TRUVADA for PrEP, talk to your healthcare provider to decide if you should 
keep taking TRUVADA.

 ® If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If 
you become HIV-positive, HIV can be passed to the baby in breast milk.

 ® All the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. TRUVADA may interact with 
other medicines. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your healthcare 
provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine.

 ® If you take certain other medicines with TRUVADA, your healthcare provider 
may need to check you more often or change your dose. These medicines 
include certain medicines to treat hepatitis C (HCV) infection.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the 
FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Important Facts about TRUVADA for PrEP including important warnings on the following page.
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MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT 
TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Before starting TRUVADA for PrEP:
 •  You must be HIV-1 negative. You must get tested to make sure that you do not already 

have HIV-1. Do not take TRUVADA for PrEP to reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 unless you are 
confirmed to be HIV-1 negative.

•  Many HIV-1 tests can miss HIV-1 infection in a person who has recently become 
infected. Symptoms of new HIV-1 infection include flu-like symptoms, tiredness, fever,  joint or 
muscle aches, headache, sore throat, vomiting, diarrhea, rash, night sweats, and/or enlarged 
lymph nodes in the neck or groin. Tell your healthcare provider if you have had a flu-like illness 
within the last month before starting TRUVADA for PrEP.

While taking TRUVADA for PrEP:
•  You must continue to use safer sex practices. Just taking TRUVADA for PrEP may not 

keep you from getting HIV-1. 

•  You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Get tested for HIV-1 at least 
every 3 months while taking TRUVADA for PrEP. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
think you were exposed to HIV-1 or have a flu-like illness while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

•  If you do become HIV-1 positive, you need more medicine than TRUVADA alone to  
treat HIV-1. If you have HIV-1 and take only TRUVADA, your HIV-1 may become harder to  
treat over time.

•  See the “How To Further Reduce Your Risk” section for more information.

TRUVADA may cause serious side effects, including:

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. TRUVADA is not approved to treat HBV. If you 
have HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if you stop taking TRUVADA. Do not stop taking 
TRUVADA without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they will need to check your health 
regularly for several months.

ABOUT TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA for PrEP is a prescription medicine used together with safer sex practices to help 
reduce the risk of getting HIV-1 through sex. This use is only for HIV-negative adults who are at 
high risk of getting HIV-1.

•  To help determine your risk of getting HIV-1, talk openly with your healthcare provider about 
your sexual health.

Do NOT take TRUVADA for PrEP if you:
• Already have HIV-1 infection or if you do not know your HIV-1 status.  
• Take certain medicines to treat hepatitis B infection. 

HOW TO TAKE TRUVADA FOR PrEP
•  Take 1 tablet once a day, every day, not just when you think you have been exposed to HIV-1.

•  Do not miss any doses. Missing doses may increase your risk of getting HIV-1 infection.

•  Use TRUVADA for PrEP together with condoms and safer sex practices.

•  Get tested for HIV-1 at least every 3 months. You must stay HIV-negative to keep taking  
TRUVADA for PrEP.

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF TRUVADA FOR PrEP 
TRUVADA can cause serious side effects, including:
•  Those in the “Most Important Information About TRUVADA for PrEP” section.
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. 
•  Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious but rare medical emergency 

that can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these symptoms: weakness 
or being more tired than usual, unusual muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach 
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet, feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or 
abnormal heartbeat. 

•  Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death. Tell your healthcare provider right away 
if you get these symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow, dark “tea-colored” urine, 
light-colored stools, loss of appetite for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain. 

• Bone problems.

Common side effects in people taking TRUVADA for PrEP include stomach-area (abdomen) pain, 
headache, and decreased weight.

These are not all the possible side effects of  TRUVADA. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you 
have any new symptoms while taking TRUVADA for PrEP.

Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your health before and during 
treatment with TRUVADA for PrEP.  

BEFORE TAKING TRUVADA FOR PrEP
Tell your healthcare provider if you:
•  Have or have had any kidney, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis.
• Have any other medical conditions.
• Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 
•  Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. If you become HIV-positive, HIV 

can pass to the baby in breast milk. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take:
•  Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal 

supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist.
•  Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should not be taken with TRUVADA 

for PrEP.

HOW TO FURTHER REDUCE YOUR RISK
• Know your HIV status and the HIV status of your partners.
•  Get tested for other sexually transmitted infections. Other infections make it easier for HIV to  

infect you.
•  Get information and support to help reduce risky sexual behavior, such as having fewer sex partners.
•  Do not share needles or personal items that can have blood or body fluids on them.

GET MORE INFORMATION
•  This is only a brief summary of important information about TRUVADA for PrEP. Talk to your 

healthcare provider or pharmacist to learn more, including how to prevent HIV infection.
• Go to start.truvada.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
•  If you need help paying for your medicine, visit start.truvada.com for program information.

IMPORTANT FACTS
This is only a brief summary of important information about taking 
TRUVADA for PrEPTM (pre-exposure prophylaxis) to help reduce the 
risk of getting HIV-1 infection. This does not replace talking to your 
healthcare provider about your medicine.

(tru-VAH-dah)

TRUVADA FOR PREP, the TRUVADA FOR PREP Logo, the TRUVADA Blue Pill Design, TRUVADA, GILEAD, and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead  
Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners. 

Version date: April 2017

© 2017 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. TVDC0139 07/17 
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pict gay male relationships. A Weibo ad-
ministrator said the decision was part of 
an effort to make the online environment 

“clean and harmonious,” saying it had al-
ready “cleared” more than 56,000 viola-
tions and closed more than 100 accounts. 
The announcement sparked a torrent of 
online protest. LGBT rights advocates 
poured online to criticize the decision us-
ing hashtags like #IamGay or #IamIllegal. 
Shares of Sina, Weibo’s parent company 
plummeted on the NASDAQ, losing 7% 
of their value before the stock exchange 
closed for the weekend. Some of the most 
popular posts against Weibo’s ban came 
from the LGBT rights group the Voice of 
Gay. One of its posts was reposted tens 
of thousands of times by April 14th, the 
official Chinese newspaper People’s daily 
noted.

On April 15th, People’s daily, which 
often speaks for the ruling Communist 
Party of China, published an editorial en-
couraging “tolerance towards gay people” 

but adding that “vulgar” content must be 
removed regardless of sexual orientation. 
By April 16th, Weibo folded and reversed 
its decision. After the reversal, the value of 
Sina’s shares jumped up more than 2% in 
international trading. Same-sex relations 
have been legal in China since 1997, but 
LGBT Chinese still encounter discrimi-
nation and social pressure to marry op-
posite-sex partners and have children. t 
(Seattle Gay News – mike andrew at Sgn.
org)

we won ... for now

more sexually liberated themselves, and 
to have healthier, more integrated sex 
lives and partnerships.

More important than his orientation 
to him seems to be his age, and showing 
that those of all ages can, and do, enjoy 
sex. “I think it’s sad and destructive that 
our society has an image of elder human 
beings as ‘sexless,’” he told the Huffington 
Post. “I have been a facilitator with at least 
three women and a great many more men 
in the recovery/restoration of their erotic/
sexual response and their joyful delight at 
the discovery that ‘it ain’t over until I say it 
is!’” (Q Notes online – Jeff taylor at Go-
qnotes.com)

Weibo, China’s 
Twitter, 
announces, 
reverse gay ban

beijing – Within 48 hours of announc-
ing it was removing LGBT content from its 
website, the Chinese social media giant 
Sina Weibo reversed itself in the face of 
mass protests by users. Weibo is some-
times called “China’s Twitter equivalent,” 
but with an estimated 390 million users 

– compared to 200 million for Twitter – it 
might be more accurate to say that Twitter 
is the Western equivalent of Weibo.

Weibo said on April 13th that it would 
remove por-
n o g r a p h -
ic, violent, 
and LGBT-
themed vid-
eos and car-
toons over 
the next three 
months, sin-
gling out a 
genre of man-
ga animations 
and comics 
that often de-

beyonD The belTway

Me.com/QueerBombDallas2018, so that 
the community can respond. “It doesn’t 
take much to make QueerBomb hap-
pen, only about $5,000 each year,” Mul-
lens-Spencer noted. 

In 2014, a group of activists who had 
become increasingly dismayed by the cor-
porate influence in the mainstream Dal-
las Pride events followed the lead of the 
QueerBomb group in Austin, Texas, and 
organized a non-corporate, queer-orient-
ed, free-for-everyone Pride event. The 
QueerBomb manifesto says, in part: “We 
strive for a pride that refuses to put rules 
on what you can and can’t be proud of, 
that says every expression, from the 
spirit to the flesh, is worthy. QueerBomb 
does not apologize. QueerBomb does not 
make excuses. QueerBomb is free for all. 
QueerBomb stands proud, and so should 
you. (dallas Voice at dallasvoice.com & 
Wikipedia at en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queer-
Bomb_dallas) 

Man makes porn 
debut at 83 

ashville, north Carolina – Norm 
Self, who lives in Asheville and has said 
his sex life has never been better than at 
83, recently made his adult film debut. Self 
filmed a solo masturbation scene for Dav-
ey Wavey’s Himeros.tv, an adult website 
for gay and bisexual men that has the stat-
ed goal of “reinventing gay porn.”

One way the site is breaking bound-
aries is by embracing a fuller spectrum of 
eroticism, including spotlighting the beauty 
of the longevity of sexual desire, as well 
as the power of self-love and acceptance. 
It is a topic on which Self is something of 
an expert.

Self described, in a promotional video, 
how when he first masturbated at the age 
of 12, “the doors of heaven opened up, 
and then all of a sudden, wham! The gates 
of hell opened up.” Self, who was raised 
religiously and who for a time served as a 
campus minister, recalled praying, asking 
for forgiveness, and pledging never to en-
gage in that sort of self-love again. “And a 
few days later, as you might guess…” he 
said, laughing. Eventually, he realized he 
couldn’t keep praying, asking for forgive-
ness for an act he knew he would not be 
ceasing anytime soon. 

Self struggled for decades to kick 
sex-negative messaging, picked up during 
his childhood, out of his head. Now, Self, 
who also served in the Navy during the 
Korean War, works to help others become 

acknowledged, may have been as opaque 
to him as our own often are to ourselves. 
But we do know how he wanted his final 
act to be recollected: as a clarion call to 
attend to the reality that ecological apoc-
alypse is already manifest, and that busi-
ness as usual – environmentalism as usual 

– is killing us. (the Baffler – Jack downey 
at thebaffler.com/latest/metaphor-for-the-
planet-downey)

QueerBomb, a 
sponsor free 
Pride event, is 
in 5th year 

Dallas – Organizers of QueerBomb 
Dallas, the LGBT Pride event held every 
June, announced details of the 2018 event 
and launched fundraising efforts to help 
pay for the party, rally, and march. Found-
ed in 2014, the event is marking its fifth 
year, and founder and organizer Daniel 
Mullens-Spencer said this year’s Bomb is 
as important as ever. “With the current po-

litical and social climate, it can be really 
difficult sometimes to find a reason to cel-
ebrate, that’s exactly why we must,” Mul-
lens-Spencer said. “Pride means loving 
yourself and your community even when 
the world around you may be working to 
shove you back into a closet. It’s an act 
of resistance, and we are serving it loudly 
and proudly.”

Alex Stone, another QueerBomb or-
ganizer, stressed that the event remains 

“sponsor-free.” “We have never compro-
mised on that,” she said. “That’s a radical 
thing in a time where it is often compro-
mise or die for Pride events. It keeps this 
celebration in the hands of the communi-
ty and hearkens back to Pride’s activist 
roots.” Still, there are costs involved, so 
organizers each year turn to the communi-
ty to fund the event. And organizers have 
launched an online fundraiser at GoFund-

norm Self – proof of age on file

hate war, love Queerbomb
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Voice of the CenterVoice of the Center
By Mimi Demissew

This year Twilight on the Terrace will be taking 
place at Gertrude’s again. However we have 
made some differences. Prior to the planning 
of this year’s event the GLCCB sent out a 
poll to get some feedback from the previous 
years’ attendees and we received a lot. Based 
on the things we found out we made some 
adjustments. Such as improvements to the 
music that will be played. We also added a 
few more surprises to make the evening even 
more special. 

Twilight on the Terrace has traditionally 
been one of the Swankiest events that starts 
off Pride. Most people know how long it has 
taken place but few people know that it is also 
one of the most important fundraisers of the 
GLCCB. Each dollar raised at Twilight helps 
support the 800 people we serve on a month-
ly basis. The work the Center does goes to-
wards HIV/Aids reduction which is still import-
ant. A few years ago Baltimore was number 
4 in the nation for having the highest number 
of infection rates. The most recent data col-
lection places the Baltimore area as the 14th 

Twilight on the Terrace

highest in the country. In addition to this the 
Center works towards youth empowerment 
and helping our homeless community. We 
actually have about 40 different programs we 
run a month. 

We hope that you make it to Twilight this 
year. We promise to host a beautiful eve-
ning, with lovely gifts, surprises, delicious 

foods and drinks. Your support matters.  You 
can purchase your tickets here https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/twilight-on-the-terrace-
2018-tickets-43895257898. Early bird pricing 
is $115. Tickets will increase at the door and 
the week of the event.



balTiMore oUTloUD    APRIL 27, 2018 •  Baltimoreoutloud.Com  t  13 

THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

THE LATEST UPDATES FROM THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, AND TRANSGENDER 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF BALTIMORE AND CENTRAL MARYLAND

Events Calendar: April/May 2018
Sundays Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Fridays Saturdays

04/29

Narcotics Anonymous 
[NA] 
11:00am – 1:00pm

Gentle Mindful Yoga 
($10 drop-in)
3:30pm – 4:45pm

05/06

Narcotics Anonymous
11:00am-1:00pm Room 3

Gentle Mindful Yoga
3:30pm-4:45pm ($10) 
Room 3

04/30

YAO 
Youth Against Oppression 
4:00pm – 6:00pm

05/07

Youth Against Oppression 
(YAO)
4:00pm-6:00pm

05/01

Teen Art Group
5:30pm – 7:30pm

Poetry Workshop ($5 
suggested donation)
7:30pm – 9:30pm

SILhouette  
Spiritually In-tune Lesbians
7:30pm – 9:30pm 

05/08

05/02

Mankind Project 
6:45pm – 8:45pm

Trans Baltimore
7:00pm – 9:00pm

Sexual Compulsives 
Anonymous [SCA]
7:00pm – 8:00pm

HIV/STI Testing with 
STAR TRACK
6:30pm – 8:30pm

05/09

05/03

05/10 

04/27

Crystal Meth Anonymous 
[CMA]
6:30pm – 8:30pm

Breaking Bread/BMX
6:30pm – 10:00pm

Trans Outreach Night 
Initiative
1:00pm – 2:00am

05/04

Giovanni’s Room Open 
Mic ($5)
7:00pm – 10:00pm

Crystal Meth Anonymous 
[CMA] 
6:30pm – 8:30pm

04/28

Alcoholics Anonymous 
[AA] 
6:00pm – 8:00pm

Sexuality & Spirituality
1:00pm – 2:30pm 

05/05

By Mimi Demissew

Each year Baltimore Pride takes place being 
the largest Pride Event in the State of Mary-
land. Aside from being the largest LGBTQ 
cultural event this is also the largest fundrais-
er of the Gay, Lesbian Community Center of 
Baltimore and Central Maryland (GLCCB). 
The proceeds from PRIDE allow the center 
to house over 40 programs and serve 800 
people monthly. Our programs  help meet the 
needs of youth and adults from everything 
from youth empowerment, linking people to 
medical care, finding housing, to providing a 
safe and affirming space for the LGBTQ community.  

Baltimore Pride is taking place on June 
16 and June 17. We will be having a Pa-
rade of events leading up to Pride weekend 
and having additional pride events after the 
Pride weekend. Twilight on the Terrace will 
take place Friday – opening Pride weekend. 
This year the Block Party will take place at the 
same location in the North Charles and Old 
Goucher neighborhoods of the Station North are. 

The parade will be slightly different 
though. We will still be having an 11-block 
parade however this year we will be starting 
from Wyman Park. That’s right, one of the 
older locations of Baltimore Pride for those of 
us who are old enough to remember. Some 
other great features of the Block Party will be 
our DJ space featuring a collection of Balti-
more’s finest house music and a mainstage 

filled with some great musicians. On Sunday 
the festival at Druid Hill Park will take place, 
which will feature Elder Pride, Family Pride, 
and two stages with performers keeping the 
crowd entertained along with our DJ space in 
the Chinese Pavilion. 

PRIDE is the GLCCB’s largest cultural 
event. A Tradition that we have been carrying 
for over 40 years. Pride is celebrated all over 
the nation during this time of year and in Balti-
more it is even more special. We look forward 
to have another memorable parade, events, 
and block party. This maybe Baltimore’s larg-
est party but this party helps raise money that 
goes towards community development. 
I hope to see you all at this year’s Pride.

United We Shine
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not felt safe to admit it. With all the positive 
news happening in this modern age of HIV 
treatment and prevention, you can imagine 
why someone might 
feel like a failure for 
not measuring up 
because they were 
not undetectable or 
not maintaining their 
care. These com-
ments moved me 
the most, because I 
saw people step out 
of the shadows and 
show their vulnera-
bility.

At the Speak Up conference sponsored 
by the Positive Women’s Network (USA) 

recently, PWN board chair Barb 
Cardell pulled me aside to say that 
women were checking in with one 
another a little more closely, and 
some were saying things about 
their lack of self-care that they had 

not admitted to their friends before. One 
commenter left me a note online that said 
that after reading the piece, “I just told a 
friend something I haven’t talked about.”

In a blog post on the site of AIDS Foun-
dation Chicago, Peter McLoyd shares his 
t h o u g h t s 

on the essay, and 
begins to formulate a 
programmatic response. He writes:

“King’s article has not shaken my be-
lief in the possibility of getting us far ahead 
of this epidemic, but his question struck a 
chord, and made me wrestle with some dif-
ficult questions: Do we talk enough about 
those who continue to suffer and die? With all 
that we know today, why are there still 7,000 
HIV-related deaths each year? Can we focus 
on reducing the number of new infections in 
tandem with lowering mortality rates?”

Bruce Richman of the Prevention Ac-
cess Campaign (“U=U”) has offered to 
devote two full hours of the U=U program 

track at the 2018 US Conference on AIDS 
to the issue of those who are not unde-
tectable, who for a multitude of reasons 

have not achieved 
viral suppression, so 
that we might begin 
a discussion of cre-
ating spaces where 
people can be can-
did about their own 
treatment challeng-
es and look for solu-
tions.

Why? As I wrote 
in “The Truth About 
the 7,000”: “Because 

the statistic that 7,000 people will die sim-
ply waits, year after year, to be satisfied. 
Because depression and fatigue can un-
dermine the will to live. Because people 
deserve the truth about life with HIV and 

the support to face it. Because we don’t 
want to be shocked all over again and left 
wondering why.

Are you struggling to maintain your HIV 
health regimen? Do you know anyone who 
is – or have you had frank conversations 
with them to be sure? What kind of pro-
grams or changes need to be made so that 
people who are falling out of care, or have 
stopped their meds, have a safe space to 
discuss their situation? What should we as 
advocates be doing about this?

That’s me. Always with the ques-
tions. Thanks for reading, and please be 
well. And if you are not, my friends, please 
reach out and talk to someone you trust. t

ThinKing oUTloUD

I Wrote ‘The 
Truth About the 

7,000’
It began with a death and a linger-
ing question. After a friend – an 
advocate who knew what to do to 
stay alive – died of an AIDS-related 
cause a few months ago, I was left 
wondering why. Together with other 
deaths in the news of people “unexpected-
ly” dying the same way, it felt like a tragic 
trend.

Fortunately, Poz magazine editor Ori-
ol Gutierrez encouraged my instincts that 
there might be a larger story here. I want-
ed to know who the 7,000 people are who 
die of AIDS-related 
causes in the USA 
each year, and why 
it happens. In the 
months ahead, I 
spoke to more peo-
ple, a lot more, than 
I have ever inter-
viewed for a story 
before. People living 
with HIV, doctors, 
case managers, care 
coordinators, and 
nurses of nearly every 
kind.

In “The Truth About 
the 7,000,” as it ap-
pears in the April / May issue 
of Poz, I got more answers to my simple 
question “Why?” than I ever expected.

The essay has struck a nerve, with 
massive views and shares on social me-
dia. Many people know of someone who 
slipped away, someone who they never 
knew might have been struggling with their 
HIV care or regimen of medications. In 
posted comments on social media and on 
the Poz site, people shared the challeng-
es of maintaining a positive attitude, much 
less their drug regimen, over the long run.

Most significantly, though, has been 
the comments in which someone has indi-
cated that they, too, are struggling and had 

Disease
By Mark S. King

My Fabulous

The author, counting
credit: Holly Clark

by MarK Segal
This week I had a great honor. While we 
in the US are concerned with the state of 
our struggle for equality and worry each 
day how the Trump administration wants 
to dismantle the gains we’ve made, I had 
the opportunity to meet this week as part 
of a program from the US State Depart-
ment called the International Visitor Lead-
ership Program. Seventeen future leaders 
from central and South America visit the 
United States, and what the program does 
is try to show young future leaders of vari-
ous countries how the US political system 
operates. Part of that is community in-
volvement, including the LGBT community. 
The fact that this is still being done under 
Trump makes me wonder how long before 
Mike Pence pounces on it.

The program is over 40 years old, but 
in recent years, they’ve tried to show pro-
gressive movements in the US to the vis-
iting delegates, and many of them were 
progressive themselves. 

There were a few who identified as gay 
or lesbian, and one who was trans. 

Sitting in an office that publishes an 
LGBT newspaper once a week and has a 
full staff amazed them. When I told them 
this is true in most major America cities, 
they were more than surprised. 

The 17 included representatives of 
Bolivia, Ecuador, Panama, Nicaragua, 
Venezuela, Mexico, the Dominican Repub-
lic, Haiti and Guatemala. They all had, it 
seemed, one question: How did the LGBT 
community get this far to what they saw as 
acceptance?

Visiting Future Leaders Ask: 

I tried to explain that it took about 50 
years and AIDS to organize us to where 
we are today, then explained that we feel 
there is still much work to do in our very 
own community. Racism, transphobia, 
homeless youth, and elder-housing issues 
are among them. 

I asked about the situations in their 
countries, and my heart sank. One by 
one, they talked about persecution and 
the need to remain in the closet in most 
of their homes. Most were happy to have 
a gay Pride day once a year. One told how 
a gay priest in Santo Domingo had disap-
peared after coming out. The one thing 
that most had was their Latino heritage, 
and I suggested the issue of machismo. 
Others stated the issues were with the in-
diginous populations, whom many of them 
represented, and religion. 

In the end I found myself being a cheer-
leader and explaining what it was like in 
the US in the 1950s and 60s, with many 
similarities to where they are today. And I 
explained that in 1969 we decided that it 
was time to define ourselves and to Come 
Out, and that is when the change began. 

They wanted hope… I then explained 
they were the hope, and they are.t 

mark Segal is publisher of Philadel-
Phia Gay News. His new memoir aNd theN i 
daNced is out now. this was first published 
in the PhiladelPhia iNqUirer.

// MARK MY WORDS

“With all the positive 
news happening in 
this modern age of 

HIV treatment, you can 
imagine why someone 

might feel like a failure 
for not measuring up.”

 Now 
what?

How Did We Get 
This Far?
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Dear Dr. Eva,
Why should gay conversion therapy be 

banned? What if someone wants to change? 
Why should treatment be denied just be-
cause it is currently out of fashion or consid-
ered politically incorrect?

Not Ex-Gay Yet
Dear NEGY,

I agree with you that all effective treat-
ments that are not harmful should be made 
available to anyone who wants them. Just to 
be clear, “conversion therapy,” also called 
“reparative therapy,” is a discredited type of 
mental health therapy in which the therapist, 
and sometimes the patient, tries to change 
the patient’s sexual orientation from lesbian, 
gay, or bisexual to straight (heterosexual). 
Conversion therapy has also been used to 

try to change transgender people to cisgen-
der. There are two important problems with 
conversion therapy: 1) it does not work and 
2) it is often harmful to the patient. 

Many harmful, abusive methods of con-
version therapy have been tried since the 
1800s. Methods included electric shocks, 
castration, and lobotomy (a discredited brain 
surgery). Use of these physically harmful 
methods has been banned in the US since 
1981. More recently, conversion therapy has 
been based on religious ideas. Current re-
ligion-based treatments sometimes include 
aversion therapy, which is intended to make 

Conversion 
Therapy

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

patients disgusted, even nauseated, by pho-
tos or thoughts of same-sex partners and at-
tracted to images of opposite-sex partners. 
These methods either have no effect or, 
sadly, result in disgust for same-sex partners 
and no attraction to opposite-sex partners, 
damaging the person’s ability to have a sex-
ual relationship with anyone. This is seen as 
a “partial success.”

Banning conversion therapy has nothing 
to do with political correctness or fashion. 
Banning conversion therapy is like banning 
the use of bloodsucking leeches to treat 
heart failure, or banning the use of freezing 
ice baths and lobotomy to treat schizophre-
nia: these methods do not work and are of-
ten harmful.

If a person wants to change their sexual 
orientation or transgender identity, the first 
questions asked should be about why they 
want to do so. In most cases the wish to 
change sexual orientation or gender identity 
is related to emotional or financial pressure 
from family, from an opposite-sex partner, 
or from a religious group. It is very uncom-
mon to meet an LGB or transgender person 
whose family, partner, and religious group 
all support that person’s bisexual, lesbian or 
gay orientation, or trans identity, but who still 
wants to change their sexual orientation or 
gender identity.

Centuries of unsuccessful attempts to 
change patients’ sexual orientation and gen-
der identity have led to the current under-
standing among mental health professionals 
that sexual orientation and gender identity 
cannot be changed and that attempts to 
change them can be dangerous.

People who are under severe pressure 
to hide an LGB or trans identity, such as 
people living in countries where these iden-
tities are punishable by death, can learn to 
act differently, to change their behavior, and 
to attempt relationships with opposite sex 
rather than same-sex partners. Those who 
cannot do this may choose instead to avoid 
all sexual and romantic relationships. This 
type of artificial, restricted behavior can go 
on for years, but changing behavior even 
for many years doesn’t change a person’s 
inner sense of who they are or what gender 
they are most attracted to. Modern medical 
and psychological thinking is that sexual 
orientation and gender identity are inborn 
or become fixed by around age three. No 
type of therapy has ever changed them. We 
need to focus instead on changing the con-
ditions that make people feel they must try to 
change essential aspects of who they are. t

eva Hersh, md, is a Baltimore family 
physician. Please send questions and com-
ments to her by email at dr.eva@baltimore-
outloud.com

QUaliTy oF liFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS
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“Centuries of 
unsuccessful attempts 

to change patients’ 
sexual orientation and 
gender identity have 

led to the current 
understanding 
that attempts to 

change them can be 
dangerous.”

way to feel close and then have sex. A, 
meanwhile, is pissed as the chore did not 
get done. So A declines the offer due to 
“fatigue.” Lather, rinse, repeat. This is the 
beginning of a lack of open communica-
tion, passive-aggressive behavior, no inti-
macy and no sex. 

How do you break out of that cycle? 
First of all, we need to recognize that 
deeds and behaviors that are important 
to us may not be equally important to our 
partners. Then the first order of remedying 
this situation is to convey that fact openly. 
To say it is important to you that the trash 
be taken out because the smell is really 
bothersome to you, and then to specify a 
time (e.g. by 5 o’clock) can resolve most 
of the misunderstanding. Is it possible that 
the task still doesn’t get done? Of course! 
But then, A has a good reason to find a 

quite time and ask to discuss why 
without judging and pointing fin-
gers. Our ability to communicate 
is what separates us from other 
species. It also makes it possi-
ble to work through misinter-
pretations and clear the air so 
negative feelings do not act as 
obstacles to intimacy. None of 
us wants to be close physically 
or emotionally when we harbor 
anger and resentment. 

I would also ask if one can 
be unaware of those blocking 
feelings. A lot of people have 
been brought up walling off 

negative emotions like 
anger, or emotions in 
general. So ask yourself: 
What am I feeling? This is 

easier said than done for some people. If 
you answer that question with “I think…” 
you are not referring to a feeling.

Conflicts can be aired, talked about 
with objectivity and then, one is on the way 
to resolution. t

No Sex in 
Relationship? 

Continued
There were several responses to the pre-
vious edition of this column so I wanted 
to continue on the subject. The frustration 
this situation brings on can take different 
forms. The ones who 
want more sex defi-
nitely feel the lack 
and see it as rejection. 
That, in turn, creates 
more obstacles to in-
timacy. Often this is 
the start of a cycle of 
anger and resentment 
that adds another lay-
er to the distance the 
other partner feels so 
even when they want to 
get close, they sense (or 
know) the anger and feel 
immobilized. On the oth-
er hand, the partner that 
feels the lack of libido is f r us t ra ted 
as well, by what is going on in their body 
and mind. What ensues is alienation by 
both partners.

Here is an example: Person A asks 
person B to do a chore – say take the trash 
out. B does not do it right away because 
s/he thinks it’s not urgent. Sometime later 
B wants a backrub thinking this is a good 

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.

but one of you 
wants brexit
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the risk of a fall. 
All of these issues come to mind when 

we think of making a home age-friend-
ly. The AARP HomeFit Guide (Aarp.org/
homefit) contains room-to-room checklists 

of simple changes and im-
provements people can make 
to stay in their homes longer. 

what are some easy 
fixes or improvements that 
elders can make?

The first and easiest step 
is to de-clutter. Make sure 
that pathways through the 
home are wide and cleared 
of any potential tripping haz-
ards and arrange furniture 
to allow for easy passage. 
Place electrical and phone 
cords along the wall where 
they won’t be a tripping 
hazard. Replace knobs on 
cabinets and drawers with 
easier to grip D-shaped 
handles.

Other sim-
ple steps include 
installing rub-
b e r - s u c t i o n e d 

bathmats or anti-slip floor strips or decals 
in the tub and shower, as well as grab 
bars. Also in the bathroom, install adjust-
able hand-held shower heads and a grab 
bar near the toilet. 

how expensive are these improve-
ments?

The actual expense depends on one’s 
personal skills. Many of the improvements 
recommended in the HomeFit Guide re-
quire simple materials and tools that can 
be purchased at a hardware store or home 
improvement center and can be completed 
along or with the help of a friend or handy-
man. 

what is a simple improvement tip 
that readers can make today?

It’s never too soon to make sure that 
your home is more user-friendly and liv-
able for yourself and your loved ones. 
Some safety measures to help prevent 
falls are easy to implement and include 
installing night lights in hallways and plac-
ing the bed so that it allows for easy ac-

QUaliTy oF liFe // HEALTH AND WELLNESS

by MonTe ePhraiM
the lGBt Health resource Center
Increasingly, LGBT elders are aging 
in place – spending their golden years in 
the home they’ve always known. But as an 
individual’s health changes with age, their 
home must adapt to remain a safe and ac-
cessible environment.

AARP Maryland will offer tips to improve 
the safety and comfort of one’s 
home at an up-
coming Lunch & 
Learn workshop 
presented by the 
LGBT Health Re-
source Center on 
Thursday, May 
10th from noon to 
1:30 pm at Chase 
Brexton Health 
Care’s Mount Ver-
non Center (1111 
North Charles 
Street, Baltimore).

We asked Nan-
cy Carr of AARP 
Maryland for some 
tips and tricks to 
make anyone’s 
home a safer and 
more comfortable 
place.

what’s the most common issue with 
lgbT elders’ homes? 

When we talk to our AARP members 
and people in the community, we find that 
most people want to remain in their homes 
as they age, for as long as they are able 
to do so comfortably and safely. But most 
homes have not been designed with acces-
sibility in mind. 

Accessibility means many things, in-
cluding 

• having doorways and passageways 
wide enough to fit a wheelchair or walker 

• cabinets, counters and appliances that 
can be easily reached

• electrical outlets placed a little higher 
to reduce the need to bend

• lights that can be pressed on or off for 
people with limited hand movement 

• easy pathways to and from the home. 
We also look at safety concerns, such as 
• sufficient entry lighting, handrails on 

staircases 
• grab bars and comfort-height toilets in 

bathrooms, and of course, 
• any kind of hazards that may increase 

nancy Carr  of AARP 
Maryland

‘Lunch & Learn’ 
May 10th

cess to the bathroom, clearing passages 
throughout the home, and making sure that 
rugs are securely in place. Throughout the 
house, place flashlights in multiple rooms, 
make sure telephones are nearby and ac-
cessible in an emergency, and make sure 
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors are 
installed and functioning.

AARP’s HomeFit Guide and additional 
home safety resources are available online 
at Aarp.org/homefit.

Anyone interested in attending or re-
ceiving more information on this upcoming 
Lunch and Learn workshop is encouraged 
to RSVP to lgbt@chasebrexton.org or call 
410-837-2050 x1049. t

Safe, Making Your Home a
Accessible Place to Age

I’ve literally sat down in front of hundreds, 
maybe thousands of prospective clients and 
gym-goers. I’ve gotten a lot of people started 
on fitness programs, some fee-based and 
some free. I’ve also gotten a lot of excuses 
over the years … excuses and rationaliza-
tions are my favorite! Someone who is ready 
to start is exciting but, showing someone 
who isn’t convinced the true value of fitness 
– now that’s awesome. It’s like showing 
someone who’s never heard of electricity 
a light switch… they don’t believe you until 
they flip it on and boom!

My favorite excuse for not getting started 
with a custom program or a fitness profes-
sional is the “I already know what to do…” 
No you don’t! Because if you did you’d being 
doing it. My follow-up question to this excuse 
is a bit snarky and purposely so, “So how’s 
that been working for you?” At this point I get 
one of a few responses – anger, embarrass-
ment, frustration, or genuine humility (not 
humiliation – that’s not the goal at all). The 
person usually stammers out an answer like, 
“I just need to do cardio.” News flash – you 
don’t need a gym to do cardio – you can go 
for a walk, ride a bike, or jog outside. 

My follow-up question to the cardio com-
ment is to ask, “What type of cardio burns 

the most fat?” Typical answer, “Running.” So 
now we’re at an awesome point in the con-
versation. This is where I get to be a teacher 
for a few minutes and explain some fun stuff.

“Although running is a great way to im-
prove your cardiovascular system, it’s not 
the most effective way to burn fat. If losing 
body fat is your goal, then we need to a mul-
tifaceted approach. As for cardio, just run-
ning taps into the stored sugars in our liver 
and muscles. When we only utilize sugar as 
a fuel we don’t burn any fat. This’s because 
our heart rate is usually too high. Also, when 
our heart rate is too high our body produces 
excess cortisol which can make our bodies 
store fat. We need to teach our body to be 
more efficient.”

“Ok, how do I do that?” he asks.
“I’m sure you’ve heard of interval train-

ing. It’s a really simple way to trick your body 
into being a fat-burning machine. The prob-
lem is not everyone’s intervals and heart 
rate during those intervals are the same. 
There are some assessments we can do 
to find out what your heart rate should be 
during those intervals. And then, based on 
those results, we can put together a cardio 
program that’s right for you. There’s only one 
problem … cardio won’t build any lean mass 
or strength. If you want to build lean mass 
then we have to do strength training, and not 
all strength training is created equal. What 
kind of strength training would you be doing 
on your own?”

“Probably one body part a day…”
“This works pretty well once you have re-

ally good movement and have lost the body 
fat you want to lose. Unfortunately, when 
you have more weight to lose it’s not going 
to do much. We want to turn your body into 
a fat-burning furnace! And this can be done 
with compound movements and combined 
movements, which can be a little complex so 
we need to make sure you don’t have any 
movement distortions then you can move 
efficiently and get the most out of your work-
outs. If you want to learn how we can help.”

It’s here where most people start to un-
derstand why universities have degreed 
programs for exercise science. I know I got 
into this field to help people, to teach them 
how to be healthy and self-sufficient. Fitness 
shouldn’t be a competition or ego-based. 
We’re all in this together and when I can 
help someone to realize the benefit of col-
laboration and how to ask for help it’s a great 
feeling! t

Joshua and elyse Buchbinder are the 
owners of B-Strong athletics and have over 
30 years combined in the fitness industry, 
hold degrees and advanced certifications in 
the field, and are passionate about helping 
others. For more info call 410-967-9699 or 
visit Bsafit.com.

I Already 
Know What to 

Do!

Life
Joshua H. Buchbinder

Fit
for
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Well, my grandmother and mother were 
born in Mississippi. Black folks left Missis-
sippi to come to places like Chicago, New 
York, and California. Chicago is a blues city, 

and that sound and those stories 
shaped the feeling here. The sad-
ness, depression, trauma in the 
souls and sounds of my ancestors 
has had a big influence on me as 
a person; in ways that I see, and 
new ways that I learn. Those are 
just a few.

Earlier I mentioned influenc-
es. Can you please say something about 
the song “Jungle book’s” reference to the 
grandmaster Flash song “The Message”?

The song begs the question, “What do 
you do to keep from going under?” Not to 
sound cliché, but hip-hop saved me. I can’t 
imagine what I would do if I watched black 
folks being killed in America, as they are, and 
didn’t have a way to release that anger and 
that energy. It’s saddening and maddening. 
Chuck D called hip-hop “the black man’s 
CNN,” since many of our stories are not told 
by corporate media. We created hip-hop to 
acknowledge our ancestors and to tell the 
stories that we know that people like to for-
get. So, it’s an homage to hip-hop mixed with 
the latest black stories that are inaccurately 
told on the news.

Please say something about the 
James baldwin samples in the songs 
“great aggin” and “For Colored boys.”

Without my voice, I felt that none of these 
stories were being told as I could tell them. 
James Baldwin also had a way of cutting 
through to the heart of a situation, without all 
the bullshit and superfluous details that we 
tend to receive on a daily. When I talk about 
these issues, I talk about them and the digni-
ty that God gave every human. The thoughts 
that James delivered, that I chose for this 
album, show how things have not changed 
from the time he said these quotes. And one 
must wonder, how two black queens from 
different lifetimes and time periods are say-
ing the same thing. These messages are the 
same. Where you question what your role 
and future is in a country that you have given 
so much to. The contributions to American 
culture. It’s overlooked. James says this. I 
say this.

“MrMr” contains a couple of sam-
ples, the first being from the movie Willie 
Dynamite. Please tell me something about 
the inclusion of that.

In my healing and my transformation, I 
wanted to highlight the importance of what 
he was saying. The importance of vision. It 
was also part of black stories that I wanted 
to add. The entire story is a trip through be-
ing a black American from negro spirituals to 
blues to jazz and rap, blaxploitation eras, and 

liVely arTS  // PERSONALITIES

by gregg ShaPiro
It’s no exaggeration to say that 2018 looks 
to be roy Kinsey’s year. The release of 
his brilliant new album Blackie: A Story by 
Roy Kinsey (Roykinsey.com) in February 
was followed by well-deserved positive at-
tention from NPR and Billboard magazine. 
And rightfully so. The gay Chicago-based 
rapper (and librarian) has crafted an album 
that is representative of the way that queer 
rap artists are evolving as rapidly as their 
straight counterparts. Roy was kind enough 
to answer a few questions about the album 
and his career in April. 

Gregg Shapiro: You first crossed my 
radar in 2013, when you were putting out 
your debut album. how would you say 
that your songwriting has progressed 
since then?

r o y 

Kinsey: This time around, there 
was a lot more editing. I now look at it as 
me reviewing my life, and my work. When 
I would create in the same ways that I was 
used to in the past, I found myself growing 
increasingly frustrated. This is also the first 
sober album that I made. So, coming into 
that realization that I personally had to have 
a clearer mind to create in the ways that I 
wanted to was something I needed to learn. 
I am still learning how to set time aside to 
rehearse. As I’ve aged, there are changes 
in vitality, and energy, and responsibility. Life 
has informed my creations. It took a more 
disciplined me to create the Blackie album.

if i remember correctly, you were also 
scheduled to do a show with queer rap 
duo yo Majesty at that time. Do you recall 
what that experience was like for you?

It was so long ago, but to be able to 
share the stage with black queer hip-hop 

legends was great.
as a queer male voice 

in hip-hop, what can you 
tell me about your person-
al musical influences?

I can say that every in-
fluence that I have had, as 
everyone in hip-hop, has 
delivered a detailed account about how life 
was where they grew up. You learned about 
their neighborhood, what worried them, and 
how those things shaped their lives and who 
they are. I wanted to take that model and 
superimpose it on my work. Specifically, in 
this political climate, where black men are 
killed by the police, and nobody has to be 
accountable for it, which is not new, I was 
influenced by Kendrick Lamar, using his art-

istry and creativity to bring light to 
violence in his community, and his 
country. 

would you say that calling 
your new album, blackie: a sto-
ry by roy kinsey, a “story” is a 
bit of a nod to your day job as 
a librarian, where you are sur-
rounded by stories in books?

Absolutely, it is. I’m glad you 
caught that. It’s also the fact that 
I wanted to tell the story of black 
folks in America from the time of 
my grandmother’s birth to the 
present. The album highlights 
the Great Migration, which is 
how my, and millions of oth-
er black folks got to the north 

from the south. Not feel-
ing at home in their own 
homes, being pushed out 

of the south after slavery and sharecropping, 
escaping lynchings and discrimination, the 
place they had known was uninhabitable. I 
was influenced to create this art, to tell my 
grandmother’s story after she passed away 
in 2016. When I began researching her life 
and times, I began researching my own. 

what did it mean to you to have the 
song “Mississippi Mud” chosen as one 
of heavy rotation’s “Ten Songs Public 
radio Can’t Stop Playing” in March 2018?

It meant a lot. I get much support from 
public radio in Chicago; to be recognized by 
NPR was just fantastic. My music is played 
daily on public radio and that feels so good.

Speaking of “Mississippi Mud,” Mis-
sissippi is a presence throughout the al-
bum. Please say something about the role 
of Mississippi in your daily life and your 
creative life.

Kinsey Reports
An interview 

with gay hip-
hop artist 

Roy Kinsey

afrobeat. I wanted it to be audio genealogy. 
Singer/actor/author, and former har-

lette, Jenifer lewis is also sampled in 
“MrMr.” Please say something about 
your connection to Jenifer.

She represents a divine black feminine 
that is able to discipline and love you and be 
funny at the same time. She reminds me of 
my mother and grandmother. I learned that 
message and wanted to show that it was a 
key in my development.

what’s involved in your selection pro-
cess of music samples?

My producer actually chooses many of 
the beats and sends them to me; or plays 
them in a session. It just has to feel right. If 
my mouth and body start moving to the beat, 

that’s how I know that’s the one.
During april 2018, you did some live 

dates at Chicago public libraries. april 
also happens to be national Poetry 
Month. have any of your lyrics made their 
way into any literary journals? 

I never thought about submitting to any 
publication. I would like to put them into 
a book of my own at the end of the year, 
though. A Blackie book of some writings and 
lyrics. Mainly lyrics.

The music video for your song “bSa-
yF” is incorporated in aymar Jean Chris-
tian’s Hair Show. how did that come to 
pass?

They – Aymar, Wallace and Saya – creat-
ed a show, and the story I wrote for the video 
fit perfectly. Through conversations between 
Wallace and Aymar, and all of us, we were 
able to collaborate and link our visions in a 
video produced by Aymar and Futurehood..

Do you have plans for additional vid-
eos for songs from Blackie?

I have plans to make videos for the story 

“The thoughts that 
James Baldwin 

delivered, that I chose 
for this album, show 
how things have not 

changed from the time 
he said these quotes. 

And one must wonder, 
how two black queens 

from different lifetimes 
and time periods are 

saying the same thing.”

—continued on next page

roy Kinsey
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An American in Paris Brings 
Romance to Hippodrome

day one.”
It’s difficult for Howard 

to choose a specific favorite 
dance number to perform, 
however one of his favorites 
is the “American in Paris” 
ballet. “It’s a 14-minute score 
and ballet piece,” Howard 
began. “The music is real-
ly incomparable. The Tony 
Award-winning choreography 
is amazing. I can’t get enough 

of performing that number. The set design 
and color scheme is absolutely brilliant.”

The Upstate New York-native has been 
with this tour since October 2016. He has 
travelled extensively with the cast and 
crew during that time. “I love travelling. It’s 

exciting to bring this amazing sto-

ry to places 
around the country. I think travelling with 
this tour is really fun because you get to 
see each city and their culture. It’s amaz-
ing to see each town’s response to arts, 
in general, and hopefully we add to their 
perception as we travel around the coun-
try.” t

For more info, visit the Hippodrome 
theatre at France-merrickpac.com.

by FranKie KUJawa
an american in Paris, 
the musical inspired 
by the 1951 Academy 
Award-winning film of 
the same name, will en-
chant audiences at the 
Hippodrome Theatre. 
Running from Tuesday, 
May 1st to Sunday, May 
6th, an american in 
Paris is the story of an 
American soldier, a mysterious French girl, 
and an indomitable European city, each 
yearning for a new beginning in the after-
math of war. Baltimore outloud recently 
chatted with Christopher Howard, dance 
captain for the production. 

“Regardless if the audience comes in 
knowing the plots, the movie, or nothing at 
all, this show has something for everyone,” 
Howard related. “It has a ton of choreog-
raphy and dancing. From jazz to ballet to 
tap. It’s all Gershwin and I’m sure every-
one will know at least one song – guaran-
teed!” Howard added, “The book that Craig 
Lucas has provided us – people will fall in 
love with it. Whether it’s the music, the sto-
ry, the script or the dance, it’s all there for 
audiences to enjoy.”

“This is a very ‘Dance Captain’ heavy 
show,” Howard continued. “Dancing plays 
such a role in the storytelling of this perfor-
mance. Especially in a show of this magni-
tude. My role – along with performing – is 
to run rehearsals, teach routines to new 
cast members, and make sure all parts of 
the dances are clean and precise. My job 
it to make sure it looks as good as it did on 

An American 
soldier, a mysterious 

French girl, and an 
indomitable city – 

through Gershwin’s 
magical music

liVely arTS // OUT ON STAGE

that is Blackie. I’ve been talking with Aymar 
about getting back to work.

Finally, would you say that homopho-
bia is on its way out when it comes to hip-
hop?

I’m not sure. Homophobia would have 
to be on its way out in America first. When 
people are discriminated against at their 
jobs, through government, and healthcare 
systems, those are things you can’t take. 
People can make music and tell their own 
stories. That’s what hip-hop is. When ho-
mophobia is affecting people’s access to hu-
manity and their livelihood, there’s a bigger 
issue there. t

‘Rockin’ Road to Dublin’ 
Infuses Irish and Rock

idea for the show. “Scott and 
I have known each other for 
a long time. We wanted to 

create our own show. So, we started throwing 
around ideas. What caught us was this idea 
of Irish dancing mixed with rock and roll. They 
are both extremely similar and can feed off 
each other. We spent time talking about how 
we could take Irish dancing and make it cool 
again. Many people forget that Irish music was 
really something on the scene about 25-years 
ago, but it really hasn’t done much since then. 
We wanted to revamp it and give it new life.”

There’s a bit of a plot to “rockin’ road to 
dublin,” Smith explained, “We have a slight 
story – a love story between two lead danc-
ers that drives the first act. The second act is 
how the love fuels the music and vice-versa. 
There’s quite a bit of traditional dance and mu-
sic in the first half. In the second half, however, 
it is more contemporary with rock music and 
that style of dance.” t

For more info, please visit the Hippodrome 
theatre at France-merrickpac.com. 

by FranKie KUJawa
“rockin’ road to dublin,” the new 
live sensation that is changing the 
view of the Irish Dance world, will take the 
spotlight at the Hippodrome Theatre on Sun-
day, April 29th at 6:30 pm. A fusion of rock and 
Irish music, Rockin’ Road combines the best 
of both worlds in a stylish performance that is 
a balance between concert and stage show.

“What we’ve done is we’ve taken the 
best parts of an Irish dance show, a rock and 
roll concert and a theatrical Broadway show 
and put it together into one experience,” ex-
plained co-creator Chris Smith. Producer and 
lead percussionist, Smith grew up in nearby 
Richmond, Virginia. He began performing as 
a percussionist at Busch Gardens Williams-
burg in 2006. Smith added, “Everyone always 
says that they ‘Have something for everyone’ 
but with our fantastic band playing Irish music 
with a theatrical-feel, our show legitimately has 
something for everyone.”

Smith went on to explain how he and fel-
low co-creator Scott Doherty came up with the 

At Hippodrome

Christopher 
howard

Christopher 
howard

The incredible value of education.    ccbcmd.edu

Dundalk Community Theatre

BOX OFFICE:  443-840-2787   •   ccbcmd.edu/dct  

 
 

Dundalk Community Theatre is supported by a grant from the Maryland State 
Arts Council, an agency dedicated to cultivating a vibrant cultural community 
where the arts thrive.  An agency of the Department of Business & Economic 

Development, the MSAC provides financial support and technical assistance to 
nonprofit organizations, units of government, colleges and universities for arts 
activities.  Funding for the Maryland State Arts Council is also provided by the 
National Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency, which believes that a great 

nation deserves great art. 

DCT Thanks our 2011/2012 Season Sponsors: 

Dear Friend of DCT,

Welcome to the John E. Ravekes Theatre and the 38th season of DCT in resi-
dence at CCBC Dundalk.  The DCT Board of Directors and the CCBC School of 
Liberal Arts want to thank you for choosing our theatre to spend your entertain-
ment dollars.  In these difficult economic times, we are proud to bring you qual-
ity productions at an affordable price.  

Each season DCT brings together the most talented actors, designers, technicians 
and community volunteers to produce the magic onstage.  To insure the future 
of quality theatre we urge you to support DCT as a subscriber.  It’s never too 
late at any point in the season to become a subscriber and save.  And if you can 
find that extra support and become a member of our Theatre Patrons Associa-
tion, even better!   A TPA donation is the ultimate demonstration of gratitude and 
encouragement to our entire theatre community.  

We hope you enjoy this season and that you have an opportunity to see all three 
of our exciting productions.  We’re starting out with The Drowsy Chaperone, 
a roaring 20’s madcap, toe-tapping musical comedy that’s fun for the whole fam-
ily.  Then in the spring we return to the scene of the crime as only Agatha Chris-
tie can lead the way, with the suspenseful and intriguing story of vindication, Go 
Back For Murder.  Our season ends with the magic of romance and the power 
of rock & roll as we present the hit Elvis Presley musical, All Shook Up!    

Thanks so much for being a part of another great season of live theatre at DCT.  
We truly appreciate your patronage and of course…….We couldn’t do without 
you!!

   
  DUNDALK COMMUNITY THEATRE 
  7200 Sollers Point Road , Baltimore, MD   21222   443.840.ARTS

Foundation

APRIL  27 – MAY 6, 2018

Book by Terrence McNally  Music by Marc Shaiman   •   Lyrics by Scott Wittman/ Marc Shaiman
Directed by Robert W. Oppel

Chase your dreams...
but don’t get caught in 

this thrill-a-minute 
musical comedy!

Kinsey Reports
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Poulenc’s homosexuality, which he 
never fully came to terms with, together 
with his music were for a long time dis-
cussed by critics in the context of the “sa-
cred / profane” binary. He was a believing 
Catholic and a gay man. Said Poulenc 
himself, “I am half-monk, half bounder,” 
and his friend Claude Rostand echoed the 
binary: “Half bad boy, half monk.”

Some modern LGBTQ 
scholars of his work take a 
different approach, how-
ever. They see the sty-
listic “contradictions” 
one finds in Poulenc’s 
music, especially his 
religious music, as 
what we would call 
elements of “camp”: 
juxtaposition, ar-
tifice, humor, and 
theatricality, and 
they note how much 
this gay composer 
revels in this subver-
sive aesthetic. 

Poulenc’s dramat-
ic musical contrasts 
are especially evident 
in the upcoming concert’s 
featured work. “Gloria” will 
be performed by the Brown 
Memorial Chancel Choir with Na-
tanya Washer as soprano soloist 
and Michael Britt conducting. Re-

JOSEPH MEYERHOFF SYMPHONY HALL
410.783.8000 • BSOMUSIC.ORG

The BSO celebrates Bernstein’s centennial 
with Nicola Benedetti, one of the most 
sought-after violinists of her generation. 
This performance features Bernstein 
favorites from West Side Story and On The 
Town, with works by modern composers 
written in homage to his genius.

Nicola 
Benedetti

Nicola 
Benedetti

NPR'S SCOTT SIMON JOINS THE BSO IN A 
SALUTE TO BERNSTEIN

SATURDAY, MAY 5 | 7 PM
MARIN ALSOP, MUSIC DIRECTOR • SCOTT SIMON, COMMENTATOR 

FEATURING SPECIAL GUEST JAMIE BERNSTEIN
BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE! WITH PROMO CODE BOGO

NPR’s “Weekend Edition Saturday” host Scott Simon joins Marin Alsop on stage 
for an exploration of Bernstein’s genius. This concert features a lively commentary 
on Marin’s musical mentor and selections 
from Bernstein’s iconic music including 
West Side Story, Candide and On The Town. 
Join us for an after-party with live music, a 
book signing with Scott Simon and CD 
signing with Marin Alsop.

Tickets from $25. Buy one get one free 
with promo code BOGO.

PRESENTING
SPONSOR:

TO BERNSTEIN WITH LOVE
FRIDAY, MAY 4 | 8 PM • SUNDAY, MAY 6 | 3 PM • TICKETS FROM $30

MARIN ALSOP, MUSIC DIRECTOR • NICOLA BENEDETTI, VIOLIN

IS A PROUD
MEDIA PARTNER

Scott Simon

liVely arTS // MUSIC

nowned Princeton Chapel organist Eric 
Plutz will serve as guest accompanist. 

“Gloria” is a reflective, sumptuous work, 
filled with gorgeous melodies and, unex-
pectedly, “perfectly calculated stabs of dis-
sonance.” While it has at times an almost 

gothic feel, it is filled with mischievous 
touches, like the echo of a cir-

cus organ. “When I wrote this 
piece,” Poulenc recalled, “I 

had in mind those fres-
coes by Gozzoli where 

the angels stick out 
their tongues.” The 
rhythms of “Gloria” 
propel its unusu-
al harmonies and 
create a brilliant 
and ultimately 
very moving work.

Two more 
pieces round out 
this concert. Or-
ganist Eric Plutz 
will play Maurice 

Duruflé’s “Prelude 
et fugue sur le nom 

d’Alain,” a tribute to his 
young friend and fellow 

organist and composer 
Jehan Alain, killed in World 

War II. 
“Lead Kindly Light,” an an-

them composed by Haley Olson, 
the church’s composer in res-
idence, and based on the text 
by John Henry Newman, will 

be premiered by the Chancel Choir 
with Michael Britt as organist. t

“a Passion for Poulenc” will be 
presented on Sunday, may 6th at 
7:30 pm at Brown memorial Presby-
terian Church (1320 Park avenue, 
in the Bolton Hill section of Balti-
more). tickets are $20 (free for stu-
dents) at Browndowntown.org and 
at the door. Parking in the school 
lot off the 100-block of mosher and 
shuttle service will be available. For 
info call 410-523-1542.

Gay Composer Poulenc’s Work
Headlines Tiffany Concert

—continued from page 1

Poulenc – enfant 
terrible then 
éminence grise



balTiMore oUTloUD    APRIL 27, 2018 •  Baltimoreoutloud.Com  t  21 

The program on April 26th and 
29th will feature performances from 
Tchaikovsky’s “Romeo and Juliet,” “Swan 
Lake,” and “Serenade for Strings in C Ma-
jor.” The Off the Cuff performance on April 
27th and 28th will feature “Serenade.” 
“Tchaikovsky’s ‘Serenade’ is a beautiful 

work without choreog-
raphy,” says Tonya Mc-
Bride Robles, the BSO’s 
general manager. “How-
ever, as our program an-
notator Jan Bedell says, 
‘Serenade’ has effec-

tively become Tchaikovsky’s fourth ballet 
with Balanchine’s exquisite choreography. 
The dance becomes an extension, an en-
hancement of the music in this case, and 
we’re able to experience another sensory 
input with the physical representation of 
the composition.”

The performance is staged by Debo-
rah Wingert and coached by Heather 
Watts, one of the last Balanchine balle-
rinas. “The George Balanchine Trust’s 
mission is to preserve and protect Bal-
anchine’s creative work, so to receive 
permission for high school dancers to 
use his choreography for ‘Serenade’ 
is a statement about the quality of the 
Baltimore School for the Arts’ pro-
gram and the level of their dancers,” 
says McBride Robles. “For these 
high school dancers to have a direct 
link to Balanchine through Deborah’s 
staging and Heather’s coaching is a 
momentous artistic and educational 
opportunity.”

“Tchaikovsky with Balanchine” will 
be a memorable performance. “Bal-
anchine’s original choreography adds 
an extra element of visual depth to 
an already lush musical score,” says 
Maestra Alsop. “I’m looking forward 
to sharing the extraordinary talents 
of both our BSO musicians and the 
BSA dancers with listeners.” t

“tchaikovsky with Balanchine” 
will be performed at the Joseph 

meyerhoff Symphony Hall on thursday, 
april 26th at 8 pm and a the music Cen-
ter at Strathmore on Sunday, april 29th 
at 3 pm. off the Cuff: “tchaikovsky with 

Balanchine” will be performed at the mu-
sic Center at Strathmore on Friday, april 
27th at 8:15 pm and the Joseph meyerhoff 
Symphony Hall on Saturday, april 28th at 
7 pm. Saturday’s off the Cuff performance 
will followed by a “tchaikovsky Chaser” 
after-party. For more info, visit Bsomusic.
org.

liVely arTS // MUSIC

by brynn DeVereaUx
Ballet is more than pretty music and grace-
ful movements. Renowned choreographer 
George Balanchine is quoted as saying, 
“See the music, hear the 
dance.” In “Tchaikovsky 
with Balanchine,” audi-
ence members will be 
able to experience and 
delight in the relationship 
between music and dance 
at the Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall 
and the Music Center at Strathmore April 
26th through 29th. Under the direction of 
Music Director Marin Alsop, the Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra (BSO) will be joined 
by the Baltimore School for the Arts for an 
evening of ballet and symphony. 

“Tchaikovsky composed some of the 
m o s t 

beautiful melodies 
ever written,” says 
Marin Alsop. “He 
faced great difficulties in his personal life, 
but he was able to take some of that an-
guish and that struggle and channel it into 
creating something that is uniquely com-
pelling. I think that deep human emotion 
that exists in his music really connects 
with listeners across generations and 
makes his work truly timeless.”

See the Music, Hear 
the Dance

Top-notch Baltimore 
high school dancers

join the BSO

‘For these high school 
dancers to have a direct 
link to Balanchine ,,,  is a 
momentous artistic and 
educational opportunity.’

COMING SOON
to

Washington County

Community Center
Providing a place where we can bring unity, education, and services 
to support our local LGBTQ+ and local communities.

Providing the community with a comfortable environment to socialize, 
acquire educational information, and guidance.

OFFERING
Peer Youth Sessions          Gay and Lesbian Support Groups 

Transgender Empowerment          HIV+ Support

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / H a g e r s t o w n H o p e s
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liVely arTS // BETWEEN THE COVERS

by FranKie KUJawa
For those who have, or may be, the rainbow 
sheep of their family, Sudi “Rick” Karatas’s 
new book, rainbow relatives, is a must-
read. Marylanders will have 
the opportunity to meet the 
actor, writer, and producer 
on Saturday, May 5th at 
the Barnes & Noble Book-
sellers in Rockville (12089 Rockville Pike 
at Montrose Crossing; 301-881-0237). The 
author signing, taking place that afternoon, 
will give readers the chance to meet Kara-
tas. Based upon a variety of stories from real 
families and advice from experts in the field, 
rainbow relatives employs warmth and 
humor to tackle the challenge of explain-
ing LGBT issues to 
children in develop-
mentally appropriate 
ways, from a parent 
coming out as gay or 
trans to fostering pos-
itive relationships with 
LGBT friends and 
relatives. The author 
recently chatted with 
Baltimore outloud 
about his new book and his upcoming ap-
pearance.

“Quite a few years back, I was talking to 
my sister and we were discussing if my niec-
es or nephews knew about my orientation,” 
Karatas recounted. “She said she wasn’t 
sure how to approach it, and she said that 
she wished there was a book on that topic. 
I, of course, thought it was a good idea, so I 
wrote a book about it.” 

For Karatas, who originally grew up in 
New York, on Long Island, but now calls Cal-
ifornia his home, the writing process took a 
little time. “I started working on the book that 

Rainbow Relatives Author 
Visits Maryland

Explaining ‘queer’ to 
nieces and nephews

night, but it took about five years to complete 
in between other projects. I interviewed peo-
ple and had them complete surveys. Soon, 
people would refer me to other people, and 
I reached out to many different groups and 
organizations.” Karatas added that he in-
cluded some celebrity stories, as well, such 

as from Bruce Vilanch and 
Del Shores. “Most of the 
book, however,” he says, 
“is just average people and 
their stories.”

rainbow relatives, Karatas explained, 
is an educational book but in an entertaining 
format. “It is lighthearted, but I hope that it 
will help families open up discussions about 
LGBT families. I hope it makes people more 
accepting about other families. Even though 
it’s funny, I want people to learn from these 
lessons. This story isn’t from me, but it’s from 

these people’s lives – 
especially many of the 
transgender stories. 
Since that’s a group 
that there seems to 
not be as many of, 
more people tend to 
give them a harder 
time. Hopefully, the 
book will reach people 
who really need to be 

reached.”
Karatas’s creative spirit 

is evident both in print and 
online, as well. Currently Walk a mile in my 
Pradas (2011), a movie that Karatas both 
wrote and produced, can be viewed for 
free on Amazon Prime. “That was the first 
screenplay I wrote many years ago. I nev-
er thought I’d write a screen play. I wrote 
some songs and sketches, and put them on 
Youtube. I also write a lot of country songs.” 
Karatas added with a chuckle, “I like to write 
everything except checks!” t

Sudi ‘rick’ 
Karatas

by gregg ShaPiro
Observed every April since its 1996 
launch, National Poetry Month was creat-
ed by the American Academy of poets as 
a means of celebrating 
and calling attention to 
poetry. Special events 
scheduled for National 
Poetry Month in 2018 
include the continued 
airing of the star-studded PBS series Poet-
ry in america, the Dear Poet project in the 
schools, as well as a multitude of events 
in public libraries, as well as the famous 
month-long “O, Miami” festival. If you pre-
fer your poetry on a solitary, one-on-one 
basis, consider the recent titles below.

Lesbian poet Julie Marie wade calls 
Same-Sexy Marriage (A Midsummer 
Night’s Press, 2018) “a novella in poems” 
and it’s a fitting description for the 17 linked 
poems, based on a little white lie told by 
her mother, that are alternately, heart-
breaking, amusing, and always insightful.

A finalist for the upcoming 30th annual 
Lambda Literary Awards in the Gay Poetry 
category, as well as a National Book Award 
finalist, Don’t Call Us Dead (Graywolf, 
2017) is the follow-up to Danez Smith’s 
acclaimed and award-winning 2014 debut 
poetry collection Boy.

Recipient of a 1996 Lambda Literary 
Award for all-american Girl, lesbian poet 
and educator robin becker returns with 
her eighth full-length poetry collection The 
Black Bear Inside Me (University of Pitts-
burg, 2018).

Tommy Pico, a finalist in the Gay Po-
etry category for the 30th annual Lambda 
Literary Awards for his book Nature Poem, 
completes his poetry trilogy with Junk (Tin 
House Press, 2018), the third installment 
in the Teebs series, which began with 
2016’s irl.

Together and by Ourselves (Copper 
Canyon Press, 2017), the second poet-
ry collection by gay poet alex Dimitrov, 
in which the poet traverses the coasts, in 
search of answers to “existential ques-
tions” connected to “the reality of our cur-
rent moment”. 

The pocket-sized Take Me With You 
(Plume, 2018) by andrea gibson, is sep-
arated into three sections – “On Love,” 
“On The World” and “On Becoming,” and 
features illustrations alongside the poems 
(one-liners, couplets, and longer pieces).

Translated by David Colmer, The Sexy 
Storm  (A Midsummer Night’s Press, 2018) 

2018 National Poetry Month 
Reading list

’Cause a diet of mere prose
makes Jack a boy dull

as red is the rose

by Dutch novelist and children’s book au-
thor edward Van De Vendel is described 
as a collection of “modern love poems” 
tracing a relationship from first blush to 
last kiss.

Gay poet Philip robinson began 
writing his poet-
ry collection We 
Still Leave a 
Legacy (We Still 
Leave a Lega-
cy Press, 2017), 

dedicated to the friends that he lost to HIV 
/ AIDS, almost 30 years ago, when he be-
came involved with AIDS Action Commit-
tee of Massachusetts. Additionally, the title 
poem was silk-screened as a panel on the 
Names Project – AIDS Memorial Quilt.

Edited by Julie r. enszer, with an 

introduction by Mecca Jamilah Sullivan, 
Sister Love: The Letters of Audre Lorde 
and Pat Parker 1974-1989 (Sinister Wis-
dom, 2018), collects the correspondence 
between the late lesbian poets Lorde and 
Parker, in which they share the intimate 
details of their lives as writers and queer 
women, including the times in which each 
of them lived with cancer.

Not a member of the LGBTQ commu-
nity, but a marvelous poet nevertheless, 
James Wright is the subject of the thor-
ough bio James Wright: A Life in Poetry 
(FSG, 2017) by Jonathan blunk. If you 
don’t know Wright’s poem “A Blessing,” 
you owe it to yourself to read it. t

amber
Dawn

Sun. through Tues. Closed
Wed. through Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m 

Hearts & Ears, Inc.
is a non-profit organization for Gay, 

Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender,
Intersex and Questioning individuals 

with mental health issues
and concerns.

We warmly welcome all sexual and
gender minorities.

611 PARK AVENUE SUITE A BALTIMORE, MD 21201 • 410-523-1694
heartsandears.org

Wellness and 
Recovery Center

Wellness and 
Recovery Center
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 Carolyn L. Massey
ON APRIL 12TH, DOZENS OF FRIENDS, 
colleagues, family members and commu-
nity members gathered at Nebo Christian 
Ministries, to celebrate the life of Carolyn 
Lynn (Covington) Massey, who touched 
the lives of so many, and whose legacy of 
service has inspired those around her to 
pick up that legacy and live it. 

Massey was born in Wadesboro, North 
Carolina, and grew up there and in New 
Jersey. In high school, she served as cap-
tain of the cheerleading squad, played 
basketball, and graduated with honors. 
She later studied business administration 

in college. She married James B. Massey 
Sr., and had two children, James, Jr., and 
Marissa.

Massey made it her mission to educate 
community stakeholders including public 
health, business and faith leaders, about 
health equity and social justice concerns, 
encouraging them to create strategies to 
prevent and treat chronic diseases, and to 
build health and wellness collaborations. 
As a 25-year long-term survivor of HIV / 
AIDS, making the world a better place for 
others living with the disease became her 
life’s work and passion. 

Massey established and served as the 
founding director of the Positive Impact 
HIV / AIDS Ministry at New Samaritan 
Baptist Church in Washington, DC, which 
comemmorated her as “a woman of pur-
pose, integrity, and passion.” She was the 
Founding CEO of Massmer Associates, 
which offers help for people with chronic 
disease. 

She served as an HIV Commissioner 
for the District of Columbia and for Anne 

Arundel County, as chair of the Greater 
Baltimore HIV Health Services Planning 
Council, and as chair of the Places of Wor-
ship Advisory Board of the DC Department 
of Health. Massey became a federally cer-
tified facilitator and trainer of facilitators 
of Centers for Disease Control approved, 
evidence-based interventions, helping to 
bring these prevention programs to Balti-
more and DC metro areas.

“She was tireless in her efforts to pro-
mote coalitions among community organi-
zations and government agencies,” said 

Stephanie Brooks-Wig-
gins. “Her input will be 
missed on so many lev-
els. She leaves large 
shoes to fill, and a void 
in all our hearts.”

Massey was a rec-
ognized national speak-
er and trainer on HIV 
/ AIDS and the inter-
secting issues of wom-
en, aging adults, Afri-
can-American health 
disparities, and faith 
communities. She at-
tended the 2010 White 
House Special Meetings 
on HIV and Aging and 
spoke before the 2013 
Senate Special Com-

mittee on HIV and Aging, and spoke at the 
2012 International Conference on AIDS on 
HIV and aging. Massey participated in na-
tional educational campaigns on HIV and 
aging, as contributed to documentaries on 
the topic. She had many published works 
and white papers.

Massey believed that no one was far 
removed from HIV / AIDS, and worked to 
fight HIV stigma and discrimination. She 
believed that by giving a face to HIV / 
AIDS, and that highlighting those who were 
successfully managing their lives, others 
would be able to better understand the 
humanity of those dealing with the illness. 
“Mother was as delicate as a rose, but 
strong as a rock,” said Marissa E. Massey.

Massey was in recent years best known 
for her work as head of Older Women Em-
bracing Life (OWEL), women dedicated to 
providing support for women, many living 
with and all impacted by HIV / AIDS, as 
well as their families and care providers. 
OWEL helps to prepare women to live suc-
cessful lives, despite their health challeng-

es, to enjoy enhanced personal networks 
and an improved quality of life. They deliv-
er training, education and volunteer oppor-
tunities throughout the Mid-Atlantic.

“I admired her tenacity, her leadership 
and her resilience in spite of any health 
challenge,” said Dorcas Baker of OWEL. 
“She was a great visionary with a unique 
gift of encouraging others.” The group, she 
says, vows “to continue her commitment to 
service and advocacy for individuals living 
long and well regardless of diagnosis.”

Massey enjoyed sharing all her love 
with those that could benefit from knowing 
someone that cared. “Our mother was nev-
er afraid to show or share her love,” said 
James B. Massey, Jr.

“I can never adequately express the 
joy of connection with Carolyn, how much 
I learned from the bravery of her always 
honest communication, the wonder of 
watching a brilliant thinker create possi-
bilities and realities, despite what might 
seem like insurmountable odds, and the 
joy of seeing her give her love so freely, 
so genuinely, with such a gentle tender 
touch,” said Joan Garrity of OWEL. “I feel 
so blessed to have Carolyn’s love in my 
heart.” t               – Bill redmond-Palmer

in reMeMbranCe

July 24th, 1956 – 
March 16th, 2018

410-727-1112  •  chasecourt.com
1112 Saint Paul Street, Baltimore, MD

Owned and Operated by David Egan, 
wedding columnist for BaltimoreOUTloud.

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook at
ChaseCourtWeddingVenue

• ArchitecturAlly-stunning 
wedding venue • 

• indOOR & OuTdOOR wedding 
CeReMOnieS, ReCePTiOnS, 

And eLOPeMenTS •
• OveR 30 SAMe-Sex weddingS 
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Cassandra was thrilled. She followed them 
as they walked toward their pen. And there, 
low and behold, were more farmyard fowl. 
She stood at the pen entrance and chatted 
away. 

It wasn’t long before she found the pigs 
in their pen. She squatted down so she could 
communicate nose to nose. The pigs were 
thrilled with the attention she gave them and 
she was no less enamored. Finally, someone 
pointed out that there was one pig who was 
roaming the grounds. They pointed Cassan-

dra in her general direc-
tion and it was love 
at first sight. 

Cassandra and 
Sarsaparilla, a little 
potbellied pig who 
normally lives in the 
school itself, talked 
and hugged and 
played. Cassandra 
took Sarsaparilla to 
meet her other pig 
friends. Sarsaparilla 
took Cassandra to 
meet the chickens. 
Cassandra even met 
Sarsaparilla’s favor-
ite human (the one 
who brings the food). 
For the first time 
that day, Cassandra 
warmed up to one of 
the adults, chatting 
to her about the pigs. 
Obviously, if the pigs 
thought this human 

was okay, then she must 
be trustworthy for little 
girls, too. 

It looks like we found the school for her. 
Now, my only worries are will she make 
friends? Will she be okay in the classroom? 
Will the other children be mean to her? You 
know, normal mom stuff. t

rev. Kelly Crenshaw is the mom of 16 
adopted kids, two biological kids, guardian 
of one baby girl and foster mom of dozens. 
Some are lesbian, some gay, some straight, 
and some bisexual. Kelly founded a K-12 
day school where kids could have a safe, 
bully-free environment for learning. She is 
co-owner of a counselling agency that works 
with children and their families.

“For the first time, 
Cassandra warmed 
to one of the adults, 

chatting to her about 
the pigs. Obviously, 
if the pigs thought 

this human was okay, 
then she must be 

trustworthy.”

240-420-2180

ready speaks in very clear sentences, does 
tasks that are far above her age level, and 
is capable of making advanced decisions. I 
want a school that will nurture her abilities 
and not hold her back. 

My own school is known for combining 
age groups. I believe that school is the only 
time in our lives when we are grouped with 
people who are only our exact age. How is 
that helpful in life? At some point, we have 
to go out into the world and work with peo-
ple who might be decades older or younger. 
And, we have to get along. 
How does school prepare 
us for that eventuality?

So, when I found a 
preschool that mixes age 
groups and allows the kids 
to work at their own com-
fort level, I was thrilled. 
And, it’s not just at the 
preschool level, this mix-
ing continues through 
grade eight, which is the 
highest grade this school 
teaches. Kids are allowed 
to progress at the speed 
that works for them, not 
the speed that works for 
the teacher. I wanted to 
learn more about this 
school.

We went to visit. 
They hosted an open 
house for two hours 
last Saturday. We took 
Cassandra and hoped 
for the best. The preschool teacher is 
wonderful. The classroom is small, but filled 
with educational toys and activities. The kids 
bring slippers to wear each day. And, when 
Cassandra had a little accident, no one was 
overwhelmed. The owner of the school talk-
ed to me for quite a while and we found that 
our approach to education is similar. 

But, the whole time we were there, Cas-
sandra didn’t warm up to the people. There 
weren’t many children, since it was a Satur-
day. The adults were interested in observing 
her and her abilities. She felt uncomfortable 
and spent a lot of time hiding behind one of 
us. 

Then, she was invited to go outside. Her 
first step out of the door, she met the ducks. 
They were playing in their bucket of water. 

Most parents remember the first time they 
sent their little one off to school. They re-
member going to register their five-year-old 
for kindergarten or preschool. They picture 
that little face filled with excitement and wor-
ry climbing aboard 
the school bus or en-
tering the classroom. 
They remember the 
little lunch box and 
backpack. I never had 
those first memories. 

My kids arrived 
either already in 
school or too young 
to care. By the time 
most of my little ones 
were big enough for 
school, we’d already 
established our pri-
vate school. So, for 
the most part, all but a few of our children at-
tended the private school that I still run. Their 
first day was with me. Their bus ride was with 
me. My kids never needed lunch boxes. We 

left groceries in the school fridge. Their stuff 
came from the common storehouse of school 
supplies I took to the school each Septem-
ber. 

So, years ago, when I dropped my col-
lege age son off for his first day of classes, 
I got a little misty eyed. Would he make 
friends? Would he do okay in a classroom? 
Would people be mean to him? The good 
news is that he made friends, did okay in the 
classroom, and wasn’t bothered when peo-

ple were mean to him. 
My little boy was safe.

With our littlest 
one, we’re making a 
different set of deci-
sions. The school that 
I run is focusing on 
older students who 
have difficulty grad-
uating from settings 
that are more tradi-
tional. We’re not ac-
cepting little kids as 
students any longer. 
So now, we’re looking 
at preschools. 

I had to really think about what I wanted 
in a preschool for my baby. She’s a bright lit-
tle girl, always beating her milestones. She’s 
not quite two-and-a-half years old and she al-

  oUT in The Valley 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Off to 
School?

bet there are lots 
more little piggies 

inside here!
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  oUT in The Valley 

by ZeD SyKeS
Today, I am writing this as someone who is 
getting closer to loving himself. I am finding 
the paths in life that will lead me to destina-
tions I thought were unimaginable to reach. In 
three weeks I will be one year down the path 
of Hormone Replacement Therapy (HRT) – a 
journey that was painfully long awaited and 
truthfully worth the wait. I reflect back to where 
I was about a year ago and see how oblivious I 
was to how much my life was about to change. 
I am still impatient about certain changes that 
I want to go through at this very second, but 
then I remind myself 
that patience is how I 
got to this point in the 
first place. 

Loving myself has 
not been something 
that I often found in 
my personal dictionary. 
I still wake up and feel as dysphoric as 
before HRT, but I guess you can’t help but find 
a couple rough days in the year. It’s been even 
more complicating that I do not have anyone to 
talk about it. The only way I release what I feel 
is through this article. 

With my transition, I start to see how priv-
ileged I’ve become. Because I am an FtM, 
I am treated better than a lot of MtFs or even 
cis-women in some cases. This is not right and 
should not be tolerated, but I still recognize that 
I get some advantages. I also get to be a hid-
den warrior against the ignorant, especially in 
my everyday life. I am sure people give second 
thoughts to me, but I am sure they just think I 
am gay. Most people don’t figure me as a trans 
person. While I am not completely sure why that 
happens, I am just grateful that I am able to pass.

This past year has had its difficulties. I 
remember first starting HRT and looking for 
changes every day. I wanted a mustache so 
bad, and now I have the mustache of a 12 year 
old. It’s better than the peach fuzz that I had 
though. I hate the way my body is shaped be-
cause I am still 15 pounds heavier than where 

pass because my voice has dropped. 
I try to find new ways to be kind to every-

body because I often feel as if we are stuck in 
our angry bubbles every day, just building up 
emotion. That was me for nearly two decades. 
The pain I went through was unimaginable. All 
of the long nights and rapture days that passed 
by before I could learn to love myself felt 

impossible to get through, but 
it happened. One thing that I 
wish I’d known before starting 
hormones is patience is still 
the key. I was very impatient 
when first being on testoster-
one. It was hard to be patient 
when I was finally starting to 

be able to be who I was.
The most insane part of this all is that I have 

been going through this transition right in the 
eyes of the unknown. In other words, I have 
been changing in front of people I see every 
day, who have no clue. Luckily, with my age 
group, it barely slides as a very late puberty 
but that’s alright with me. Because of this, most 
people never think twice about it. But, because 
of this, dating can be tricky for me. Somehow, I 
have found that all of the girls that I have want-
ed to be with are bisexual, so it is not as much 
of a problem. I usually just try to refrain from 
dating for the most part for right now. It has 
nothing to do with me being trans, but more of a 
personal preference. 

With my one-year date creeping closer, the 
overall picture that I have gained is that loving 
myself will take some time. I am taking it one day 
at a time and know I will find the safe haven I 
seek. The progress that I have made is more 
than I can ask for even if I am not where I want 
to be yet. I must remember that all things require 
time and that I should not think of what others 
think of me, but of who I know myself to be. t

 Getting One Step 
CloserI want to be, but 

then I remem-
ber that I will still 
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More on Loving
Your Guests 

ble to create if the venue overstates their 
capacity when they book the client. It’s 
important to ask how many guests can be 
comfortably seated in the space without 
being jammed in tight. If the venue has 
photographs available to show you how 
that looks, so much the better.

Making guests comfortable at their ta-
bles is a thing, too. Lots of weddings use 
60-inch and 72-inch round tables for din-
ner service. The number of guests that 
comfortably fit at each table is a function 
of the size of the table and how each place 
is set. For example, more guests fit when 
you’re doing buffet service, with essential-
ly no tableware preset on the table, than 
when you’re serving each guest at their 
table and have each place set with two 
or three forks and spoons, a wine glass 
or two, a water glass, and so forth. All of 
those things add width and decrease the 
number of guests that can fit at the table. 

So, a 60-inch round table comfortably 
seats eight to ten guests, 
and a 72-inch round table 
comfortably seats ten to 
12 guests, all depend-
ing on how each place 
is set.

I’m a big fan of 
48-inch round tables, 
which seat six to eight 
guests (although I 
think eight is bit tight). 
They’re often used 
for the seating part of 
cocktail-style recep-
tions, which are other 

side stand-up affairs. I like them be-
cause you can carry on a conversations 
with everyone at the table, which you can’t 
do with either the 60-inch or 72-inch tables 
once the music starts.

Back to the venue itself. Just like in 
real estate, location matters: both in the 
larger sense, for example Baltimore vs. 
San Francisco (or Mexico, for that mat-
ter), and in the more local sense of city, 
neighborhood, suburban, or rural. While 
you can’t expect to accommodate every-
one in terms of convenience, you want to 
give some thought to your guests’ ability 
to get where you’re going, and the asso-
ciated costs. 

There are lots of other things you can 
do to provide great hospitality for your 
guests. More on that next time! t

david l. egan is the proprietor and stew-
ard of Chase Court, a wedding and event ven-
ue in downtown Baltimore. Visit Chasecourt.
com, and follow ChaseCourtWeddingVenue 
on instagram and Facebook.

Weddings are about two things: Bringing 
people together to participate in and cel-
ebrate the union of two people, and those 
two people offering hospitality to those par-
ticipants. In this and columns before and 
after we’re looking at the many and varied 
ways that you can make your guests feel 
welcome and appreciated. 

Let’s talk venue selection and its rela-
tionship to loving your guests.

There are lots of things to think 
about in choosing your 
wedding venue, includ-
ing offering your guests 
the best hospitality pos-
sible while getting exactly 
the venue that’s right for 
you and your sweetheart. 
Here’s a few tips:

get the right size. A 
venue should fit like your 
favorite frock, not too big 
and not too small. I heard a 
story recently about a wed-
ding at a venue in which the 
guests were split into two 
rooms. The guests in the second room 
couldn’t see anything that was happening 
in the “main” room. For all practical pur-
poses, they were second-class wedding 
guests. The DJ took the opportunity to 
point this out, loudly and brashly. Whatev-
er humor might have been intended was 
lost to the all-too-apparent reality of the 
situation. The family was mortified. You 
can bet that things didn’t go well after that! 
The moral of the story: choose a venue 
that will comfortably fit all of your guests 
where they can see, hear, and participate 
in all of the action!

Speaking of comfortable fit, I’m sorry to 
report that not every venue is completely 
honest about their guest capacity. One of 
the things that I care about when my ball-
room is being set up by a caterer is the 
spacing between tables. There has to be 
enough room for guests and servers to 
walk through the room comfortably without 
bumping butts with the back of a seated 
guest’s head. That walk space is impossi-

Wedding
David Egan

You Want

Getting the

QUaliTy oF liFe

The Little Corner Bar with a Great Big Heart!

The

Drinkery
The

Drinkery

205 West Read Street “Corner of Read and Park”
410-225-3100 • ATM Available

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

2-in-1  RAIL &
Domestic Beer

HAPPY HOUR
4 p.m. to 8 p.m.

2-in-1  RAIL &
Domestic Beer

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
with Karaoke

BACK BAR OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

Until 1:30 a.m.
with Karaoke
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Birroteca Baltimore
1520 Clipper Road.  Baltimore,  MD 21211
443-708-1935 • www.bmorebirroteca.com

www.bmorebirroteca.com/baltimore-events

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS
Wednesday - Friday 3 p.m. - 7 p.m.

encantadabaltimore.com/happy-hour 

Best in Federal Hill , located on the Third Floor of 
the American Visionary Art Museum, with the Vollis 

& Gene Simpson Whirligig Terrace
overlooking Federal Hill.

BRUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY 11:30 a.m. - 3p.m. 
Featuring $15 Bottomless Mimosas, Bloody Mary's 

and EVO Craft Beer drafts

CLOSED MONDAY & TUESDAY
 

HOURS OF OPERATION
Wednesday & Thursday  11:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday 11:30 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.

800 KEY HIGHWAY
BALTIMORE, MD  21230

410-752-1000
www.encantadabaltimore.com

ENCANTADA
AT THE AMERICAN VISIONARY

ART MUSEUM

THE NICKEL TAPHOUSE
1604 Kelly Avenue.  Baltimore, MD 21209

443-869-6240   -  nickeltaphouse.com

Fabulous Brunch Every 
Saturday & Sunday 

11:30 am - 3:00 pm 
nickeltaphouse.com/brunch-menu  

Featuring
$15 Bottomless Mimosas, 

Bloody Mary's and
 EVO Craft

                 Brewing Drafts.

DINING OUT

 • Serving Brunch on Sundays!

 • Now open for lunch
at 12 p.m. on Saturdays

• Wednesday Beer Dinners! 
$38 for Three Courses 

paired with 10oz BA Beers. 

1106 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21201

410-547-6925  •  thebrewersart.com

 Late Night Happy Hour on
Tuesday, Wednesday,

and Thursday Evenings!
Get house draft beer for $3.75 

from 11 p.m. to close

SERVES BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, 
COFFEE AND DRINKS!

Hours
Tues. -Fri. 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Sat. 10 a.m. –to 9 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

10 Art Museum Drive
Baltimore, MD 21218

410-889-3399
gertrudesbaltimore.com
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NOW HIRING

HOWARD COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENTHOWARD COUNTY POLICE DEPARTMENT

Starting Salary: $54,880*
*Effective January 1. 2018

To be considered for employment, applicants must meet the following standards:
•Be 21 years old by the swearing-in ceremony (post-academy)
•Have 60 college credits at the time of hire, OR, two years of active duty in the military,
 OR, a minimum of two years police service (out-of-state)
•Be a United State citizen
•Possess a driver’s license
•Have no felony or serious misdemeanor convictions

Excellent benefits and opportunities:
•Health, dental and life insurance
•Vacation, disability and personal leave
•Uniform/equipment supplied with free dry cleaning service
•Competitive retirement plan (20 years at 50%, 25 years at 75%, 30 years at 80%)
•Three hours minimum overtime for off-duty court appearances
•Multi-lingual differential pay
•Twelve-hours permanent patrol shifts with 6% night shifts differential pay
 Day shift cycle: 2 on, 3 off; 2 on, three off; 3 on, 2 off
 Night shift cycle: 3 on, 3 off
•Four hours overtime per pay
•Personally assigned take-home patrol vehicle for in-county residents
•Specialty pay to officers assigned to Criminal Investigations Bureau, Traffic Enforcement
 Section, Special Operations Bureau (K9, Tactical Unit, Command Post),
 Hostage Negotiation and Honor Guard

QUaliTy oF liFe

Figuring out how to co-parent after a 
break-up, separation, or divorce is diffi-
cult. Some parents find difficulty in com-
municating with one another. At times the 
communication is simple and other times, 
it is rather difficult. Nonetheless, both must 
parent their children. Removing face-to-
face conversation is sometimes the best 
place to start when trying to co-parent ef-
fectively. The below programs and apps 
provide various resources for the separat-
ed and divorced parents. 

Our Family Wizard is an online program 
which provides a platform for communi-
cation. The parents can “email” back and 

forth, add items to a joint calendar, and, 
most importantly, if their dispute needs to 
be taken to court, the correspondence can 
be tracked by the court. This also serves 
as a means to encourage parents to speak 
with each other in a respectful manner and 
keep it about the children. There is an an-
nual cost of approximately $100 per par-
ent. This is a web-based program though 
there is an app for iOS and Android.

2Houses – Similar to Our Family Wiz-
ard, this program offers a mutual calen-
dar, financial tab, and photo 
album tab. It does not allow 
for direct communication, but 
there is a journal function 
which allows parents to make 
notes. The financial tab is 
particularly helpful as it out-
lines each parent’s expenses 
and each parent can upload 
what expenses they have paid on behalf 
of the child. There is no cost to this pro-
gram. This is a web-based program though 
there’s an app for iOS.

Kidganizer – Like the former two pro-
grams, this is also a means for both par-
ents to keep information related to their 
children in one central location. It does 
not permit the parents a platform for direct 

Co-Parenting
Resources

The Law
Atty. Valerie E. Anias

& You

Bring peace to 
joint custody... 

through 
technology

communication as with Our Family Wizard, 
but there’s an alert system for each par-
ent regarding events such as 
doctor appointments or par-
ent-teacher conferences. 
This is an iOS-only app pro-
gram and costs about $2.

Custody Junction pro-
vides a “scheduling center,” 
which allows parents to 
plan their visitation / events 
/ vacations, etc., up to two 

years in 
advance. 
It also has 
a “tracking cen-
ter,” which allows parents 
to track when events were 
created, edited, amend-
ed, what the expenses 
were, who was present at 

each event, etc. It gets rid of the “he said, 
she said” regarding who, what, where, and 
when. Similar to 2Houses, it also has a re-
porting center which provides for accumu-
lated expenses as well as reporting about 
child-support payments, denied or forfeited 
parenting time, etc. This program is only 
web-based and costs $47 per parent for a 
one-year subscription.

AppClose is a combination of the above 
four programs. It has a joint calendar, a 

messenger option (like texting), an ex-
pense forum that acts 
like Venmo (by request-
ing reimbursement from 
the other parent, as well 
as the ability to track ex-
penses), the ability to cre-
ate a parenting schedule, 
set important reminders, 
and keep track of family 
information (such as im-
munizations, date of births, 
etc.). Much like Facebook, 

it also has a news-
feed function which 
displays all communi-
cations, events, etc., 
at a glance. This is a 
free app only program 

available for iOS and Android.
SKEDi – This program is a family cal-

endar of sorts. It syncs your calendars so 
that each parent and/or child knows every-
one’s schedule. It also has the capability of 
being shared with caregivers and babysit-
ters if necessary. This is an iOS only app 
program and costs about $10. t

Press nine
to hex your ex!
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Real estate

Join the Weichert
Realtors-Urban
Lifestyles Team
and become part

of the family. 
Check out our
career night.

Call us for further 
information 

410-752-1050

Have a Career,
Not a Job!

Proud sponsor of

Roland Park Place – Baltimore City’s only certified Continuing 
Care Retirement Community – will soon be transformed, 

adding eight new stories and sixty spacious new residences,
to create the perfect setting for your Baltimore story.

Pending final approval from Maryland Department of Aging

READY FOR MOVE-IN 
FALL 2020

443.338.6212
RolandParkPlace.org

NEW GROWTH ON
WEST 40TH STREET.
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Miss Gay Maryland America 2018Miss Gay Maryland America 2018

Photos by Eric  Randolph
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Proudly LGBTQ-owned and -operated
A pioneer in LGBTQ research, founded in 1992
NGLCC-Certified LGBTQ Owned Business Enterprise

Your information is confidential, used for research purposes only. 
You will not be contacted for marketing purposes.

LGBTQsurvey.com

Making a Difference is Easy.

Grab a coffee 
take a survey,
Grab a coffee, 
take a survey,
change the world.

Take the 12th Annual 
LGBTQ Community Survey®
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Meet Mid-Atlantic

Leather 
Woman

2018

them and helping them with their 
events. When the 2018 contest 
came around in August, she de-
cided to run. It was her first time 
running for a title, but she was 
not afraid. She knew that if she 
won she would have lots of sup-
port. 

I asked her what advice she 
would give to someone who was 
thinking about running for a leath-
er title. She said that they should 
start by attending a few leather 
events to see if it is for them. She 
recommended that a person start 
with small local events. One of the 
first leather events that she attend-
ed was MAL (Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Weekend in DC) and it was too in-
tense as a starting point. “Go and 
see if it’s for you,” she advises. 

“When you run for a title, don’t be prepared 
to lose, be prepared to win!” 

As a regional titleholder, Amy has been 
attending many functions in the Mid-Atlan-
tic area. She is not trying to go broke by 
traveling all over the country (She regrets 
that she missed her own fundraising event 
at the Baltimore Eagle on February 3rd, 
but she had kidney stones. She is thankful 
for Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman Bootblack 

2018 “Bumper” who 
really stepped up 
and has been a big 
help.) She says that 
the biggest fear a 
leather titleholder 
has is that she is 
not doing enough. 
It may be April al-
ready, but her time 
helping her commu-
nity is far from over. 
She is planning an-

other event in July, perhaps with Mr. Mary-
land Leather 2018 Brendan Patrick. She is 
also not going away when she steps down. 
Next year she plans to run for International 
Ms. Leather (IMsL). Amy loves politics and 
has a BA in Political Science. “Social jus-
tice is my brand,” she explained. 

Amy has much to offer the leather com-
munity and her journey is far from over. 
Make sure you come out and meet Mid-At-
lantic Leather Woman 2018. She is anoth-
er proud leather woman who has stepped 
up to help her community and is ready to 
lead the way. t

Amy was born in a small tour near 
Louisville, Kentucky. She says she wasn’t 
exposed to much in her childhood. Her 
mother had one goal for all her children: 
don’t spend your life stuck in a small town 
in Kentucky. Amy accomplished that goal 
by becoming a military wife. Her marriage 
eventually brought her to Maryland. She 
has since left the marriage, but not the 
state. She likes Maryland and now lives 
with her two children in Catonsville. It is the 
longest she has ever 
stayed in one place. 
Maryland now feels 
like home, but she 
admits that she is a 
nomad and is think-
ing about moving 
again, perhaps to the 
Philadelphia area. 

Amy identifies 
as a queer woman 
and laughed as she 
added that her moth-
er came out before she did and now lives 
as a proud lesbian on the west coast. Her 
daughter has also come out. She discov-
ered her kinky side in her own bedroom 
admitting that she and her husband were 
not the best sexually. At one point she was 
even married to a woman but that did not 
go well. She never had any girlfriends back 
in Kentucky, but once she discovered the 
leather community she knew that it was 
for her: “Once you fall in that rabbit hole 
you want to go as far as you can go.” She 
met some of the other Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Woman titleholders and started supporting 

My first real exposure to the leather com-
munity was in 1984 when I walked into my 
first leather bar. It was a testosterone-filled 
environment, a macho man’s world. Like 
a boys’ treehouse it needed a sign that 
said: No girls allowed. I don’t recall see-
ing a sign in the bar, but there might as 
well have been one. It was not a place for 

women. 
The leath-

er community 
has evolved 
since then 
and we are all 
the better for 
it. On Tues-
day, April 3rd 
I sat down at 
the Baltimore 
Eagle with 
M i d - A t l a n -
tic Leather 
Woman 2018 
Amy “Foxxy” 
Phillips. It 
was after-
noon and 
we were the 
only people 
in the bar. 
As we sat 
there in the 
same build-
ing where 
in 1992 the first female Eagle bar 
titleholder was selected, I could not help 
but to be proud that in today’s leather com-
munity not only are girls allowed, they are 
leading the way. 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

leaTher
Mid-atlantic 
leatherwoman 
2018 amy 
‘Foxxy’ Phillips – 
No more ‘No girls 
allowed’! 

Boosting empowerment and breaking the bonds 
of homophobia, racism, and stigma in same
gender-loving (SGL) men in Baltimore City

HIV Prevention Advocacy for SGL Men's Health supported by
ViiV Healthcare's ACCELERATE! Program

NewHorizonsBaltimore410@gmail.com  •  410-837-5573 
FB: New Horizons Baltimore  •  aidsactionbaltimore.org 

• NETWORKING
Every 1st Wednesday
• HIV EDUCATION

Every Last Wednesday
• SOCIAL EVENTS

Monthly
• ART CREATION PROJECT

“In 1984 when I 
walked into my first 

leather bar. It was 
a testosterone-filled 

environment, a macho 
man’s world, like a 
boys’ treehouse.”
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870 Park Ave.  Baltimore
410-539-4993

227 W. Chase St227 W. Chase St
410-539-4850BEST PRICES IN TOWN

KARAOKE SUNDAY 9 p.m.-12

TUESDAY SHOW TUNES with Jayson 8 p.m.-10 p.m

DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY 
9 p.m. till the music stops

Stop in and meet our NEWEST BARTENDER JOE
Saturday and Sunday

Let's not forget to come out and see JOSIE
Baltimore's Best Bartender

BEST PRICES IN TOWN

KARAOKE SUNDAY 9 p.m.-12

TUESDAY SHOW TUNES with Jayson 8 p.m.-10 p.m

DJ AND DANCING on FRIDAY 
9 p.m. till the music stops

Stop in and meet our NEWEST BARTENDER JOE
Saturday and Sunday

Let's not forget to come out and see JOSIE
Baltimore's Best Bartender
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ATTORNEY

COUNSELING SALOON

FINANCIAL MASSAGE

Dr. Janan Broadbent
Specializing in Relationships

Therapy and LGBTQ Concerns

To Schedule an appointment 
Visit drjanan.org

Or call 410-825-5577

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

“The greatest stock market you 
can invest is yourself.  Finding this 
truth is better than finding a gold 

mine.” –
Byron Katie

Proudly Serving the LGBTQ 
Community Since 1972

Counseling for  
Individuals, Couples, 

Teens, Families, 
and Groups.

5209 York Road 
410-532-2476

By Appointment Only

womensgrowthcenter.com

Phil Pecoraro 
LCSW-C, DCSW

Phychotherapy
located in

Mt. Vernon
1 E. Chase (The Belvedere)

 Office: 410-327-6892
Cell: 410-370-6724

philippecoraro.com

Woody Derricks, CFP®
woody@partnershipwm.com

2809 Boston Street
Suite 509
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 732-2633 
partnershipwm.com  
facebook.com/partnershipwm

Affordable Massage Therapy
by MARK

CALL MARK 
410-653-3084

• In-call: $45 hr or $65/1-1/2 hrs
• Out-call: $25 extra

• Swedish & Deep Tissue massage
• Licensed 20+ years experience

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND

Club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 

410-727-7431  •  club1722.com 

Club Bunns
608 W. Lexington Street  •   410-234-2866

Drinkery
203-207 W, Read Street  •  410-225-3100

The Eagle
2022 North Charles Street

410-200-9858  •   thebaltimoreeagle.com

The Gallery
1735 Maryland Avenue   •   410-539-6965

 Grand Central
1001-1003 North Charles Street

410-752-7133  •   centralstationpub.com

Leon’s 
870 Park Avenue  •   410-539-4993

Mixer’s
6037 Belair Road  •   410-599-1952

Station North Arts Cafe Gallery
1816 North Charles Street

410-625-6440  •   stationnortharts.com

SteamPunk Alley
227 W. Chase Street   •   410-539-4806

The Rowan Tree
1633 South Charles Street

410-468-0550  •   therowantree.net

MARYLAND
The Lodge Lounge & Dance Club

21614 National Pike 
Boonsboro, MD  21713

301-591-4434

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA
Stallions 

706 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA

717-232-3060  •   stallionsclub.com

Bar 704 
704 N 3rd Street
Harrisburg, PA
717-234-4228

The Brownstone Lounge
412 Forester Street

Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649
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Harrisburg, PA 17102
717-234-7009

REHOBOTH BEACH,  DELAWARE
Blue Moon 

35 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6515  •  bluemoonrehoboth.com

The Purple Parrot 
247 Rehoboth Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 •  302-226-1139

 Rigby’s Bar & Grill
404 Rehoboth Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE 

302-227-6080  •  rigbysbarandgrill.com 

Iguana Grill
52 Baltimore Avenue

Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971 
302-227-0948  •  iguanagrill.com

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY
Georgies Bar 

812 5th Avenue
Asbury Park NJ 07712 

732-988-1220 

Paradise
10 Asbury Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712  
732-988-6663

The Asbury 
210 5th Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712    

Hotel Tides 
408 7th Avenue 

Asbury Park, NJ 07712 
732-897-7744  

Pam's Comfort Zone

FOR RENT
AFFORDABLE BOOTH 
TO A BARBER,
BRAIDER, 
OR NAIL TECH

2800 Greenmount Ave. 
Waverly Area
For more info:  410-814-8649
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Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas.

Every story in the rainbow
Stirring romances. Inspiring dramas. Uplifting biographies. Pride comes in many stories. Xfi nity X1 has 
the fi rst-of-its-kind, community endorsed LGBTQ entertainment experience. Simply say “Pride” into the 
X1 Voice Remote to easily search this awesome collection. On X1, it’s Pride all year, only with Xfi nity.℠ 

Find yourself at www.xfi nity.com/LGBTQ 
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