
come down on the side of 
human dignity. All of our 
children deserve the op-
portunity to be protected 
equally under the law.”

Social media – Del-
egate Mary Washing-
ton sponsored two sig-
nificant bills that protect 
Marylanders in the realm 
of social Media. HB8 
passed unanimously by 
the House of Delegates. 
It enhances Maryland’s 
existing electronic ha-
rassment statutes, which 
hitherto covered only 
email, to include social 
networking sites and 
instant messaging ser-
vices. Delegate Wash-

ington said in an email to her supporters, 
“Now there are increased protections and 
legal remedies for those being harassed 
or threatened, which I believe will help to 
curb cyber bullying and other means of in-

OUT
PFLAG Responds 

to Anti-Gay 
Leafletting at 

Schools
Advocacy groups began distributing 
nearly 50,000 flyers countering anti-
LGBT propaganda to Montgomery 
County public high schools in April, 
the Metro DC PFLAG organization 
announced on April 11.

 PFLAG, the Southern Poverty 
Law Center (SPLC) and the Equal-
ity Maryland Foundation are distrib-
uting nearly 50,000 flyers in all 25 
Montgomery County Public Schools 
(MCPS) high schools. The flyer ad-
dresses issues raised by dangerous 
anti-LGBT materials previously cir-
culated to students. 

The flyers provide schools with 
resources for LGBT students, and 
counter misinformation spread by a 
group known as Parents and Friends 
of Ex-Gays (PFOX), which recently 
distributed flyers in some MCPS 
high schools asserting that gay peo-
ple “can seek help and information 
on overcoming their feelings.” The 
PFOX flyers also urge readers to go 
to the PFOX website, which directs 
readers to therapies that purportedly 
can change one’s sexual orientation. 

“It is vital for young people in 
Montgomery County to have access 
to accurate information,” said Chris-
tine P. Sun, the director of SPLC’s 
LGBT rights project. “While spread-
ing this kind of misinformation is 
dangerous to the well-being of LGBT 
youth, not having the facts is a threat 
to all students.”

The notion that sexual orientation 
can be changed has been rejected 
or highly criticized by every Ameri-
can mainstream medical and mental 
health professional association.
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By GreGG Shapiro
On his solid new disc Landline (Vanguard), 
singer/songwriter Greg Laswell comes 
through loud and clear over the course of 
11 songs. Utilizing a stellar cast of guest 
musicians, including wife Ingrid Michael-
son (on the gorgeous title cut), queer pow-
erhouse Sia (on the irresistible “Dragging 
You Around”), Sara Bareilles (on the force-
ful opener “Come Back Down”) and Eliza-
beth and the Catapult’s Elizabeth Ziman 
(on the heartbreaking “Back To You”), Las-
well comes calling with the most ambitious 
album of his career. Also worth mentioning 
are “Late Arriving” and the rhythmic “Nicely 
Played.” I spoke with Laswell in early 2012.  

Gregg Shapiro: Four of the songs on 

your new album Landline are du-
ets – “Come Back Down” with 

Sara Bareilles, “Back To you” with eliza-
beth Ziman, “Dragging you around” with 
Sia (Furler) and the title track with your 
wife ingrid Michaelson. Were those four 
songs written specifically as duets or did 
they develop into them?

Greg Laswell: The only one that started 
out as a duet was the one with Ingrid. That’s 
the only song that was co-written on the al-
bum. We were in Maine together. We wrote 
that song and then recorded it the next day. 
Elizabeth’s song, for instance, I did the first 
verse and the chorus and it was done in my 
head. I was going to put out a little one min-
ute-long song. Then I showed it to my man-
ager and she said, “This song is really pretty, 

if the election were held today and 44% 
would oppose it. The campaign commis-
sioned the statewide survey by Public Pol-
icy Polling of 600 Maryland voters March 
5 - 7. Governor Martin O’Malley said that 
his is confident that “voters this fall will 

Person to Person
AN INTERVIEW WITH GREG LASWELL

By Dana LaroCCa
The lively legislative session end-
ed with almost eight hundred bills 
passed, close to 2500 considered. 
Marriage equality, of course, was 
high on the list for the LGBT com-
munity, as was the failed gender-
rights bill, but issues concerning 
privacy, social media, and of course 
the budget, also impact our com-
munity.

Marriage – The passage of the 
Civil Marriage Protection Act by 
a vote of 72-67 in the House and 
25-22 in the Senate. This makes 
Maryland the eighth state to legal-
ize same sex marriage. Last year 
marriage equality passed in the 
senate but was foiled in the house. 
This significant victory, signed by 
Governor O’Malley on March 1, is 
scheduled to take effect January 1, 2013. 
Opponents may succeed in sending the is-
sue to referendum on November’s ballot. 

Marylanders for Marriage Equality cite 
a new poll showing 52% of voters would 
support the Civil Marriage Protection Act 

: Amid 800 New Laws, Victories and Losses

Greg 
Laswell
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timidation that harm our youth.”
HB964, prohibits employers from re-

quiring employees to disclose their user-
names, passwords or other login informa-
tion for personal accounts such as email 
or Facebook. “Like HB8, this bill responds 

to a deficiency in Maryland’s current laws: 
activities that would not be permitted 
by any other means should not be over-
looked simply because the forum happens 
to be electronic, including invasions of 
Marylander’s personal privacy,” Delegate 
Washington said.

Gender rights – Senator Jamie Raskin 
championed the cause of gender-identity 
protections with SB212, prohibiting dis-
crimination based on gender identity with 
regard to public accommodations, hous-
ing, and employment. The bill was never 
put up for a vote in the Senate Judicial 
Proceedings Committee. Gender-rights 
activists look forward to passage next year 
utilizing a broad based coalition next year. 
Gender Rights Maryland says that the bill 
failed because “Senate President Miller 
does not want this bill.” Others feel that the 
senate testimony was lacking in diversity 
and did not send a powerful message. 

people are calling it the ‘dooms-
day budget’ – The General Assembly 
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Maryland State Senator 
Jamie raskin

did not pass a complete budget and rev-
enue package during the regular session, 
if the Budget Reconciliation and Financ-
ing Act (SB152) and the State and Local 
Revenue and Financing 
Act of 2012 (SB523) are 
not passed in a Special 
Session then the fiscal 
2013 budget will be cut 
by over half a billion dol-
lars. This includes $275 
million in cuts to educa-
tion. Baltimore city will 
lose about $60 million 
dollars.

Talk about slow – 
Maryland ratified the 
17th Amendment to the 
Constitution after it was 
adopted almost 100 years ago. The 17th 
Amendment established direct election of 
US senators by popular vote. Kudos to 
Senator Raskin for bringing us up to speed 
on this.

Ganja – Potheads are delighted with 
SB422, introduced by Senator Brian Frosh, 
which allows a police officer to issue a cita-
tion for marijuana possession. The officer 
is not required to take the offender into 
custody in most instances. HB350, intro-
duced by Delegate Luke Clippinger, lowers 
the penalty for possession of less than 10 
grams of marijuana to imprisonment not 
exceeding 90 days or a fine not exceed-
ing $500 or both. Bake those men some 
brownies! t

Delegate Luke 
Clippinger
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For example, the American Medical As-
sociation “opposes the use of ‘reparative’ 
or ‘conversion’ therapy that is based upon 
the assumption that homosexuality per se 
is a mental disorder or based upon a prior 
assumption that the patient should change 
his/her homosexual orientation.” 

“There have been too many stories of 
suicide arising from such therapies for us 
to remain silent in the face of the PFOX fly-
ers,” said Patrick Wojahn of the Equality 
Maryland Foundation.

MCPS Superintendent Joshua P. Starr 
has called the PFOX flyers “disgusting and 
reprehensible.” 

“We applaud the superintendent’s po-
sition. But it is unfortunate that the MCPS 
health education curriculum does not ad-
dress this issue, nor does it permit health 
teachers to convey to students the conclu-

 neWS // LOCAL

pFLaG reSponDS To anTi-
Gay LeaFLeTTinG

– continued from front page 

sions of the mainstream medical and men-
tal health professional associations that 
being gay is not an illness–unless a stu-
dent specifically asks,” said David S. Fish-
back, of Metro DC PFLAG. “Fortunately, 
the Board of Education’s Citizens Advisory 
Committee on Family Life and Human De-
velopment and MCPS’s health education 
advisors from the Maryland Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics have rec-
ommended the inclusion of this information 
in the health education curriculum, informa-
tion that would counter the PFOX canards. 
We have urged MCPS to adopt these rec-
ommendations.”

The coalition formed by PFLAG, the 
SPLC and the Equality Maryland Founda-
tion is distributing flyers with this informa-
tion so that LGBT students will know they 
have support by the adults in the commu-
nity. The absence of such knowledge con-
tributes to bullying.

The coalition is working together to ex-
pose the dangers of conversion therapy and 
ensure that all LGBT youth are protected. t

Jewelry by Rona Fisher

MEET 250
ARTISANS IN 

PERSON!

DISCOUNT TICKETS, show info, 
exhibitor lists, directions and more at:

SugarloafCrafts.com
SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN WORKS, INC. • 800-210-9900

A Sensory Celebration!

 Designer Crafts
 Home Furnishings
 Affordable Art
 Specialty Foods
 Family Fun

ƒ
APRIL 27, 28, 29, 2012
Maryland State Fairgrounds
Timonium, MD • EXIT 17 OFF I-83
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Admission $7 online, $9 at the door - good all three days
Children under 12 and parking are FREE
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Graham nash performs song for Brad-
ley Manning live. Prefacing the song with 
some words for Bradley, explaining his 
case and why we should support him, Nash 
played “Almost Gone (the Ballad of Bradley 
Manning)” at the Woody Guthrie Centennial 
Concert in Los Angeles this weekend.

veteran Ben Griffin reviews ‘The 
radicalisation of Bradley Manning.” 
Griffin, of Veterans for Peace UK, saw the 
play at Tasker Millwood School, Haver-
ford West, Wales, where Bradley went to 
school as a teenager. On how the play can 

enhance awareness of Bradley Manning’s 
case, Griffin says,

“There is a general awareness in the 
area that [Bradley] went to school here and 
that he is facing serious charges in the US 
but this is yet to form into a wider cam-
paign of solidarity. It is my hope that this 
play will help to humanize [Bradley] and 
spur people into action.”

ron paul says he’d have protected 

Bradley Manning if he were president. 
Applauding Bradley and comparing him to 
Daniel Ellsberg, Paul says both have pro-
vided invaluable resources in understand-
ing how America goes to war.

Members of the pirate party across 
europe support Bradley Manning. Echo-
ing the Icelandic Parliament’s letter rec-
ommending 
Bradley for 
the No-
bel Peace 
Prize, mem-
bers of the 
Pirate Party 
come out 
in support 
of Bradley, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
now when 
whistleblow-
ers are “un-
der siege 
across our world.”

The letter comes as Pirate Party found-
er announces his support at the “I am 
Bradley Manning” photo blog. 

“My name is Rick Falkvinge,” he wrote, 
“and I am the founder of the Swedish and 
first Pirate Party, which has representa-
tion in the European parliament and has 
spawned Pirate Parties in more than 50 
other countries. It’s not just the right, but the 
duty of every citizen to call on their govern-
ment when it is breaking fundamental civil 
liberties, the constitution and the law. That’s 
not a right, it’s a duty. If Bradley Manning 
did what he’s accused of, then, every step 
of the way, he did the right thing.”

The letter includes Pirate Party represen-
tatives from the Netherlands, Slovenia, Ger-
many, Belgium, Serbia, the United Kingdom, 
Switzerland, and the Ukraine. t

information for this report was sup-
plied by bradley manning Support Network 
bradleymanning.org

Update on Bradley Manning

By Corey reiDy
On April 6, 2012, at Red Emma’s Book-
store Coffeehouse, a small group gathered 
for the Baltimore initiation of the Gender 
EDGE Collective Quarterly events. These 
events are held twice a year in Baltimore, 
at Red Emma’s, and twice a year in Phila-
delphia, at a similar project entitled The 
Wooden Shoe. The events are meant to 
connect the two cities in radical gender 
justice organizing in hopes to formulate 
campaigns together, share resources, 
and build off of one another. The quarterly 
events are also part performance and part 
activist gathering. The performance aspect 
is meant to be a space where those who 
work on gender justice activism are em-
powered through their art; both in a public 
venue and with a community that is work-

ing along aligning visions. Performances 
vary from music, to poetry, to dance, to 
creative monologues.  The second part of 
the evening is for discussion; for a commu-
nity and their allies to discuss the realities 
that they live through. Further, it is a space 
to organize around those issues and build 
a movement.

Gender EDGE is an ever-growing 
movement that seeks to empower trans-
gender, gender variant and queer individu-
als through art and creativity. It is also a 
punk and DIY-inspired social justice move-
ment that aims to fight for strength and lib-
eration, via thoughtful and fiery expression, 
both for our communities and ourselves. 
It is a collective of folks who make zines, 
play at shows, organize, demonstrate, and 

steadfastly fight for a better world. Gender 
EDGE was originated by the fierce activ-
ist, Leah B. Leah is the force behind the 
popular zine “– and Her Brain,” as well as a 
constant on the hardcore/punk scenes.  A 
Gender EDGE compilation zines are pro-
duced on a quarterly basis and have a 
wide range of distribution points, from info-
shops, to record labels, to college campus-
es. Gender EDGE performs regularly out-
side of these recent Baltimore and Philly 
quarterly events.

The April 6 event had performances 
by Leah B. herself, the amazing activist 
Rahne Alexander, and queer dyke gender 
justice ally/activist – Corey Reidy. These 
performances were glimpses into both 
punk as a continuous tool for social jus-
tice activism (this time for gender justice 

activism), poetry as a form 
of political expression, and 
personal reflections on what 
it means to be trans; to or-
ganize within that and also 
how to simply live a life. Post 
that, people engaged in criti-
cal discussion on the recent 
mass policing of primarily 
trans sex workers in the low-
er Charles Village area, the 
ever divisive and systemic 
bathroom issue, and lastly, 
but not limited to, a conver-
sation on how trans, gender 
variant, and queer individu-
als work within the LGBTQ 
at large. 

Activist plans are being 
laid. We will not give away 
all the details as that usurps 
much of their potential im-
pact. However, we’ll say one 

exciting initiated Gender EDGE campaign 
is through the simple use of stickers. Gen-
der EDGE is distributing fistfuls of stickers 
that say, “We Won’t Hold it In Anymore,” 
with the name Gender EDGE attached. 
These stickers are to be placed in spaces 
with solely sex segregated bathrooms. 
They are a DIY-way to bring awareness 
that trans and gender variant folks also do 
in fact need to use the bathroom; and they 
are going to, regardless of narrow-gender-
specific signs on doors. Look out for other 
grassroots gender justice campaigns. To 
get involved in the organizing, email gend-
eredgecollective@yahoo.com.

The Gender EDGE movement is 
spreading. It is a call to be fierce; to forgo 
the realms of legislation and waiting in line 

Gender EDGE Quarterly Activist Events Come to Baltimore
merely to ask for change. It is a movement 
to have rights, by fighting and taking them. 
The collective is specifically for those that 
are trans and gender variant; yet, it opens 
its arms wide for allies. For even if we 
identify with the gender we were assigned 
at birth, we all suffer under the violences 
that society stakes on us via our gender. 
Through awareness of the oppressions we 

a billboard in Washington 
D.C in support of Manning

enact on one another, through collabora-
tion and deliberate allyship to annihilate 
those separate and mutual oppressions, 
our hands and actions can actively build 
a world where people are liberated; where 
we confine to nothing, and instead: just be.

Leah B. is playing at Charm City Art 
Space, here in Baltimore, on April 30, at 
7 p.m. She is also a part of the April 30th 
Anti-Hate Crimes Vigil, on the corner of 
Maryland Ave and North Avenue, at 8:30 
p.m. t

 “It’s not just the right, 
but the duty of every 

citizen to call on their 
government when it is 
breaking fundamental 

civil liberties, the 
constitution and the 

law. That’s not a right, 
it’s a duty. If Bradley 

Manning did what he’s 
accused of, then, every 
step of the way, he did 

the right thing. ”
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The National Board of Directors of GLAAD, the 
nation’s lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) media advocacy and anti-defamation 
organization, elected the organization’s new 
president Herndon Graddick on April 
14, following a nationwide search.

Sheri Fults, national co-chair 
of the board of directors, said in a 
statement: “Herndon Graddick is 
already a well-respected leader 
within the LGBT movement, and we 
believe will be a visionary and stra-
tegic leader for GLAAD’s culture-
changing work.”

Herndon Graddick is the cur-
rent Vice President of Programs and 
communications at GLAAD, a posi-
tion he assumed in 2010. In his role, 
Graddick has lead GLAAD’s media 
initiatives and oversees the organization’s na-
tional & local news; entertainment; people of 
color; religion, faith & values; advertising; and 
Spanish-language media programs. Under his 
leadership, GLAAD has engaged in numerous 
highly visible and impactful campaigns includ-
ing ‘Stand Up For Ellen,’ which prompted the 
group One Million Moms – a project of the 
American Family Association – to end their call 

for J.C. Penney to fire Ellen DeGeneres as its 
new spokesperson because she is gay. Grad-
dick also oversaw GLAAD’s work on the Com-
mentator Accountability Project – an initiative 

launched in March to highlight 
the extreme rhetoric of anti-LGBT 
activists who currently appear in 
national news outlets. He is lead-
ing efforts with the Massachusetts 
Transgender Political Coalition 
(MTPC) on the “I Am: Trans Peo-
ple Speak” video series as well 
as with film director Brett Ratner 
to develop a series of videos with 
GLAAD featuring high-profile ce-
lebrities and public figures speak-
ing out for LGBT equality. 

Graddick also oversaw 
GLAAD’s work on the Commen-

tator Accountability Project – an initiative 
launched in March to highlight the extreme 
rhetoric of anti-LGBT activists who currently 
appear in national news outlets. 

Prior to his work at GLAAD, Graddick 
served as the Executive Producer of the 
Global Observatory, a media and commu-
nications effort, which aimed to bring public 
awareness to the climate change crisis. t

GLAAD Appoints New Head

By Dana LaroCCa 
On April 7, Sergey Kondrashov and Igor 
Kochetkov became the first persons arrest-
ed for violating St. Petersburg’s “gay pro-
paganda” law. Under 
the law, they could 
be fined or jailed for 
up to fifteen days for 
holding a sign harm-
less signs. Sergey’s 
sign read, “A dear 
family friend is les-
bian. My wife and I 
love and respect her 
… and her family is just as equal as ours.”

Igor Kochetkov’s sign read, “No to 
hushing up hate crimes against gays and 
lesbians.” Mr. Kochetkov is the chair of the 
LGBT rights group Vykhod (Coming Out). 
They were held for five hours. 

They appeared in court on April 16. The 
arresting officer testified as to their crime, 
which was claiming that a “lesbian way of 
life is normal.” The judge said that she would 
only consider the case of civil disobedience 
to lawful order of police officer because she 
has no protocol to follow on the new law. The 
trial has been postponed until April 23. 

The moscow News reports that Gay life 
goes on in St. Petersburg in spite the draco-
nian law. St. Petersburg official, Sergei Kor-
neyev, the deputy head of the Russian Tour-
ism Union, denies that the law has had an 
impact on their lucrative tourist trade. That 
said, the Canadian government has warned 
its citizens “A law prohibiting public actions 
propagandizing homosexuality, lesbianism, 
bisexuality and transsexuality among mi-
nors, and prohibiting public actions propa-
gandizing pedophilia, came into effect in St. 
Petersburg on March 17, 2012. Public ac-
tions (including dissemination of information, 
statements, displays or conspicuous behav-
iour) contradicting or appearing to contradict 
this law may lead to arrest, prosecution and 
the imposition of a fine.” 

The U.S. Department of State has not 
yet issued travel warnings.

The News also reports that the new 
law has codified “unspoken social attitudes 
have had the effect of putting Russian ho-
mophobia under the microscope. Russian 
culture links sexual orientation with pedo-
philia, much as it did in our country in the 
early days of the movement. Duma deputy 

Vitaly Milonov said his idea was to protect 
children from the “sin of Sodom,” and fur-
ther went on to say that the law draws a 
link “between consensual same-sex rela-
tionships and transgender identification 
on the one hand, and child abuse on the 
other.”

The cities of Kirov, Samara and Novo-
sibirsk plan to impose a law similar to that 
of St. Petersburg, banning what they call 
“homopropaganda.” Ex governor of the 
Samara region, Konstantin Titov, said that 
“homosexualists” are seducing minors, 
“contrary to the Christian faith and the tra-
ditional lifestyle in Russia.”

truth Wins out reports that the Russian 
State Duma is currently considering adopt-
ing a similar version of the gay propaganda 
law that would make it a federal crime to 
engage in “public activities that promote 
homosexuality as normal behavior,” and 

fine violators up to 500,000 rubles.
Madonna has scheduled a concert in 

August, putting herself as well as her en-
tourage at risk. “I don’t run away from ad-
versity. I will speak during my show about 
this ridiculous atrocity,” the material girl 
said in a Facebook posting last month. As 
much as she intends to give them all her 
luvin’, she may be blocked as Orthodox 
theologian Andrei Kurayev lobbies to deny 
her a visa. Activists are planning two pride 
parades during Madonna’s tour. t

Russia: First Arrests Under 
St. Petersburg’s Anti-Gay Law

herndon Graddick

The Russian State 
Duma is currently 
considering adopting a 
similar version of the 
gay propaganda law 
that would make it a 
federal crime to engage 
in “public activities that 
promote homosexuality 
as normal behavior,” 
and fine violators up to 
500,000 rubles.
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Old-fashioned sex 
sting conducted 
in California 
bathrooms
Manhattan Beach, Ca – Several under-
cover stings involving public beach rest-
rooms have ended in the arrest of 18 men 
for unlaw-
ful sexual 
a c t i v i t i e s . 
Los Angeles 
County Life-
guards alert-
ed Manhat-
tan Beach 
police to un-
usual activity 
taking place 
at a public 
bathroom lo-
cated at Ma-
rine Avenue at The Beach, authorities said. 
“The same men were frequently using and 
returning to the location, and men were 
loitering in the area as well as inside the 
restroom for long periods of time,” Stepha-
nie Martin of MBPD said. Lifeguards and 
maintenance staff also found graffiti that 
depicted “graphic sexual images as well 
as holes that were drilled in the partitions 
of the bathroom stalls,” Martin said.

Manhattan Beach detectives began 
monitoring websites and chat rooms where 
discussions about the “Marine Bathroom” 
were taking place and determined the re-
stroom was being used as a meeting place 
for sexual activity, police said. 

Detectives then set up a series of sting 
operations using surveillance of the loca-
tion and information gathered from online 
outlets to arrest 18 suspects. 

The men, aged 21 to 59-years-old, 
were arrested on a range of charges in-
cluding soliciting and engaging in lewd 
conduct in a public place, loitering, utiliz-
ing a peephole in a restroom, invasion of 
privacy and indecent exposure. 

All 18 suspects have been released 
from police custody pending a court date 
or further investigation, officials said. (Los 
angeles cbS at http://losangeles.cbslo-
cal.com/2012/04/03/18-men-arrested-
in-sex-sting-at-manhattan-beach-public-
restroom/ comment: So much for sexual 
liberation. more than 40 years after police 
conducted a sting at Loch raven reser-
voir, another in an anne arundel county 
park, and others at the maryland House on 
i 95, it is comforting that california is broke 
but can afford to pay men to hide in bath-
rooms. J.b.)

fer any legitimate reason for threatening 
[Couch] with disciplinary action. They have 
singled-out an intelligent, respectful stu-
dent and tried to shame him just because 
he’s gay. (Gay Peoples chronicle – eric 
resnick at Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

GLSEN Dallas 
launched as Day of 
Silence approaches
Dallas, TX – The new Greater Dallas 
chapter of the Gay Lesbian and Straight 
Education Network was formally unveiled 
at an event at Dish April 19. The launch 
preceded GLSEN’s National Day of Si-
lence the next day. The local GLSEN was 
re-chartered and has operated since early 
this year.

Area celebrities who have spoken 
out about bullying will introduced the 
new chapter at an event called Awaken. 
“We wanted to have some sort of coming 
out,” GLSEN Greater Dallas Chair James 
Tate said. Among those who appeared at 
Awaken include Fort Worth City Council-
man Joel Burns, who spoke about how 
his “It Gets Bet-
ter” speech went 
viral, changing 
his life and the 
lives of others. 
Two reality TV 
stars appeared. 
Drew Ginsburg 
from Dallas Most 
Eligible spoke 
about his personal experiences with bul-
lying. “My hope is GLSEN brings bullying 
to the spotlight in Dallas,” Ginsburg said. 
Ginsburg was bullied because of his size, 
because he was dyslexic and because he 
was gay. “I was called gay before I knew I 
was gay,” he said. “It took an emotional toll 
on me that took years to get over. Children 
need to learn in a positive learning envi-
ronment.” Bonnie Blossman from Big Rich 
Texas has supported the Gay and Les-
bian Alliance Against Defamation and the 
Trevor Project, and is now also backing the 
work of GLSEN.

One of GLSEN’s signature events 
is the National Day of Silence, an action 
where students in thousands of schools 
remain silent for all or part of the day to 
call attention to discrimination, harassment 
and bullying of LGBT students. According 
to Lambda Legal, students have a right to 
participate in most circumstances. School 
officials may not discriminate against stu-
dents because they do not like the mes-

Student sues school 
for banning pro-gay 
T-shirt
Cincinnati, oh – A gay high school stu-
dent has filed a federal lawsuit against his 
school district, claiming they violated his 
constitutional right to wear a T-shirt declar-

ing “Jesus is Not a 
Homophobe.” The 
student, Maverick 
Couch, is suing 
the Wayne Local 
School District and 
Waynesville High 
School principal 
Randy Gebhardt. 
He is seeking an 
injunction to re-
strain the school 
from interfering 
with his right to 

wear the shirt, and monetary damages. 
The suit was filed April 3 in U.S. District 
Court in Cincinnati. Lambda Legal is rep-
resenting Couch with Cincinnati attorney 
Lisa Meeks. Waynesville is in northern 
Warren County, about 15 miles southeast 
of Dayton, in a socially conservative area 
of the state. 

According to the complaint, in April, 
2011, Couch wore a T-shirt with a rain-
bow Ichthys, or sign of the fish, and the 
slogan to observe the National Day of Si-
lence. Gebhardt called Couch to his office 
and instructed him to turn the shirt inside 
out. Couch complied. Couch discovered 
that he should have the right to wear the 
T-shirt, and wore it again the next day. He 
was again summoned to the principal’s of-
fice, his mother was called into the school, 
and was told to remove the shirt or face 
suspension. Couch again complied. Over 
the summer, Couch learned that the First 
Amendment protects his right to wear the 
shirt. When school resumed in the fall of 
2011, he approached Gebhardt for permis-
sion to wear it. Mr. Gebhardt threatened 
Couch with suspension if he wore the shirt. 
In January 2012, Lambda Legal sent a let-
ter to Gebhardt supporting Couch’s right 
to wear the shirt. The school district re-
sponded, “The message communicated by 
the student’s T shirt is sexual in nature and 
therefore indecent and inappropriate in a 
school setting.” “

Schools should be in the business of 
educating students about First Amendment 
freedoms, not trampling on their right to ex-
press themselves,” said Christopher Clark, 
senior staff attorney for Lambda Legal. 
“The school has not offered and cannot of-

compiled by Jim becker

BeyonD The BeLTWay

sage. However, a student does not have 
the right to refuse to answer a question in 
class. A Lambda Legal document released 
in March 2012 said, “Students who want to 
remain silent during class on the Day of Si-
lence are less likely to encounter problems 
if they seek permission from their teachers 
beforehand.” dallas Voice – david taffet at 
dallasvoice.com)

New Hampshire 
house kills antigay 
marriage bill
Concord, nh – In what many organiza-
tions and pundits are calling a surprise 
move, the New Hampshire House voted 
211 to 116 to kill a Republican-backed bill 
repealing the state’s marriage equality. 

The bill would have replaced same-sex 
marriage with civil unions for New Hamp-
shire’s gay and 
lesbian couples. 

Any same-sex 
marriages that 
occurred before 
the repeal would 
have still been 
valid.

Gov. John 
Lynch had 
pledged to 
veto the bill if it 
reached his desk. 

A two-thirds Legislature vote would 
have been required to override the gover-
nor’s veto. According to recent polls, over 
60% of New Hampshire residents support 
marriage equality. Both sides of the issue 
plan to continue their fight to this fall’s 
election. 

The Associated Press reported that 
the homophobic National Organization for 
Marriage has pledged to spend $250,000 
to help lawmakers running for re-election 
who support repealing the law. 

Craig Stowell co-chair of Standing Up 
for NH Families said in a statement “...we 
must keep a watchful eye on the Legisla-
ture, and make sure voices of equality are 
heard in November.” 

Marc Solomon, Freedom to Marry’s na-
tional campaign director, recognized Gov. 
John Lynch, “We are grateful to Governor 
John Lynch for his principled defense of 
the freedom to marry law, and to the many 
lawmakers–both Republican and Demo-
crat–who listened carefully to their con-
stituents. 

(bay Windows – Hannah clay Ware-
ham at baywindows.com)

Maverick Couch

GLSen’s James Tate

Gov. John Lynch
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these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

BeyonD The BeLTWay

Dallas HIV 
infection rate at a 
five-year high
Dallas, TX – Dallas County’s rate of new 
HIV infections hit a five-year high in 2010, 
according to a newly released surveil-
lance report from the Texas Department of 
State Health Services. Dallas County also 
recorded its highest total number of new 
HIV cases since 2005, the statistics show, 
and had the highest HIV infection rate of 
any urban county in Texas. The category 
known as “men who have sex with men” 
accounted for 70 percent of all new cases 
in Dallas County in 2010. “We can’t claim 
any victories right now,” Dallas County 
Health and Human Services Director Zach-
ary Thompson told dallas Voice this week. 
“These numbers are showing there must 
be a comprehen-
sive prevention 
effort.”

R e s o u r c e 
Center Dallas 
Health Services 
Director Bret 
Camp said mul-
tiple factors may 
be contributing 
to Dallas hav-
ing the highest 
rate. “One reason 
may be we have 
some very good 
testing initiatives 
here,” Camp said. The number of people 
living with HIV in Dallas County climbed to 
13,883 in 2010. In 2002, fewer than 9,000 
people were living with HIV/AIDS in Dal-
las County. In 2010, 635 of Dallas Coun-
ty’s new HIV cases were among MSM. The 
category includes gay men as well as men 
who probably contracted the virus through 
sexual contact with other men but do not 
necessarily identify as gay.

Zach Thompson, director of county 
Health and Human Services, said in re-
sponse to the statistics: ‘We need to re-
group and look at how prevention is done 
in Dallas County.’ “We are constantly striv-
ing to identify men who have sex with men 
who don’t identify as gay and are at risk,” 
Camp said 

By race, blacks had the most new di-
agnoses and make up the largest group 
of people living with HIV. Whites were the 
second-largest group and Hispanics were 
third. People ages 25 to 34 made up the 
largest group of new infections, but the big-
gest category increase was among those 
13 to 24 years old. Although the number of 

new cases is up from the previous year, it’s 
still down from a peak in 2002, when about 
1,300 new cases were reported. Since 
2003, the number of new cases in Texas 
has also declined. (dallas Voice – david 
taffet at dallasvoice.com) 

National Freedom 
to Marry will not 
back Ohio effort
Columbus, oh – Freedom to Marry is not 
behind the signature campaign to advance 
marriage in Ohio” and will not be partner-
ing with it, said the group’s national cam-
paign director Marc Solomon. “Freedom to 
Marry Ohio is not part of Freedom to Mar-
ry,” Solomon added, “We probably share 
the same cause, but we are not the same 
organization.”

Freedom to Marry Ohio is the group 
backing an initiative to amend the state 
constitution to repeal the 2004 marriage 
ban and allow same-sex marriage. The 
Ohio group’s leader, campaign consul-
tant Ian James of Columbus, ran a social 
networking campaign last winter to get 
Columbus mayor 
Michael Coleman 
to sign onto the 
national group’s 
Mayors for Mar-
riage campaign. 
Inspired by the 
success of that 
effort, James filed 
ballot language 
with the Ohio attorney general last month, 
the first step to amending the state con-
stitution. 

“That is not our approach to doing 
things,” Solomon said. “Ballot measures 
are expensive and we need to do years of 
groundwork, hit benchmarks, and get the 

state to where we can win. . . Getting to the 
ballot is the last step. It should never be 
the first step,” Solomon added. The state-
wide LGBT group Equality Ohio is also 
not supporting James’ effort as it currently 
stands. Equality Ohio director Ed Mullen. 
said before Equality Ohio gets involved, it 
will conduct its own polls, consult with con-
stitutional scholars and progressive policy 
experts to determine the best amendment 
language, and hold public forums around 
the state to hear what people need and 
want to support. “Ultimately, we’d like a 
broad coalition,” Mullen said, “and a sound 
plan for moving forward.” Mullen believes 
James’ plan to be on the 2013 ballot is too 
soon to do what needs to be done. (Gay 
People’s chronicle – eric resnick at Gay-
peopleschronicle.com

Paula Shugart added, “The decision to in-
clude transgender women in our beauty 
competitions is a result of our ongoing dis-
cussions with GLAAD and not Jenna’s legal 
representation, which if anything, delayed 
the process. We have a long history of sup-
porting equality for all women, and this was 
something we took very seriously.” 

It’s a smart move, and not just be-
cause it’s a progressive one. The pageant 
is, in many ways, as dated and irrelevant 
as Donald Trump’s hair. The opportunity 
to strut around in a bathing suit and tiara 
may not seem like great gender progress 
for anybody, but in this case, it truly is. It 
may prove a head trip for anyone who still 
watches beauty pageants to ogle the pretty 
girls and know that some of those pretty 
girls were born boys, but that’s their prob-
lem. What matters more is sending a mes-
sage of tolerance and acceptance to trans-
gender males and females all around the 
world, of moving in the direction of chang-
ing people’s perceptions of what equality 
for “all women” really looks like. (Salon.
com – mary elizabeth Williams)

Phoenix to hold 
second statewide 
gay aging 
conference
phoenix, aZ – OUTWardly Aging! LGBT 
Boomers & Beyond will be held April 28 
at the Church of the Beatitudes in Phoe-
nix. Topics of discussion will include com-
ing out later in life and how society has 
changed; community caregiving from pro-
fessional, family and a “family of choice” 
perspectives; and a holistic approach of 
body, mind and spirit for caring of oneself.

The conference is designed to prompt 
attendees to think about making a plan to 
maintain control over their life. Those at-
tending will be encouraged to learn to plan 
for the changes that will occur as they 
age. Decisions range from creating a plan 
identifying who will be trusted with deci-
sion making if a person is incapacitated 
to choices of residential communities for 
one’s later years. About 100 people at-
tended last year’s first statewide confer-
ence.

Brett Petersen, director of Caregiver 
Services with Duet, said that LGBT older 
adults are a difficult population to reach. 
“I think so many are still so weary of com-
ing out and the thought of going to a LGBT 
event is a scary prospect,” Petersen said. 
t (echo magazine – richard Schultz at 
echomag.com)

Dallas County health 
and human Services 
Director Zachary 
Thompson

Marc Solomon

Transgender 
contestants 
permitted in Miss 
Universe
Toronto, Canada – If you, like the rest 
of us, assumed you’d go the rest of your 
life without ever once thinking, “Good job, 
there, Donald Trump,” today is the day you 
may have to think again. Believe it or not, 
the uniquely coiffed conspiracy theorist 
and fragrance magnate has done some-
thing cool – by letting transgender beauties 
vie for the crown 
of Miss Universe.

Late last 
month, Miss Uni-
verse Canada 
contestant Jenna 
Talackova was 
disqualified on 
the grounds that 
she was, in its terms, “not a naturally born 
female.” But last week Trump’s organiza-
tion said the 23-year-old, who underwent 
gender reassignment four years ago, 
would be permitted to return and com-
pete. She is now back on the roster of this 
year’s Canadian finalists. And after weeks 
of working Miss Universe officials, GLAAD 
declared Tuesday that starting with next 
year’s pageant, competition will be open 
to transgender women. In an official state-
ment, GLAAD spokesperson Herndon 
Graddic said, “At a time when transgender 
people are still routinely denied equal op-
portunities in housing, employment and 
medical care, today’s decision is in line 
with the growing levels of public support 
for transgender people across the coun-
try.” Miss Universe Organization president 

Jenna Talackova



8 t  BaLTiMore oUTLoUD  APRIL 20, 2012  •  baLtimoreoutLoud.com

By vaneSSa BoWLinG
Moving from Montgomery County to Bal-
timore City was difficult in many ways. I 
decided to make the move to attend Mor-
gan State University in 2006, but found it 
hard to get used to the change in public 
transportation, scenery, and the lack of 
good food options close to campus. Like 
many other romantic Pisces, I dreamed 
of one day meeting the love of my life in 
school, but doubted it would ever happen. 
I’m sure you could understand the shock 
I felt when, during my freshman year I 
met her. I vividly remember going out to 
lunch with my mother and telling her how 
excited I was to have found someone who 
understood my family values, shared my 
religious background, wanted children, 
and was educated. While it took some 
time for her and me to finally make it of-
ficial, we knew since 2007, that there was 
something special there. 

Her family is from Liberia, and she 
was scared that her African descent would 
keep her parents from ever accepting our 
life as a couple. Be-
ing so family orient-
ed, she knew that 
she couldn’t keep 
such an important 
part of her life from 
her parents. To our 
relief, her family ac-
cepted her, and has 
welcomed me into 
their family just as 
if I was their own 
daughter. I can’t tell 
you that her mother 
was initially thrilled, 
but like so many others, she knew that she 
did not choose her sexual orientation and 
that her daughter was happy.

My upbringing was different. I grew up 
with my single mother in Bethesda, with an 
array of openly gay and lesbian friends and 
family members. While my mother wouldn’t 
have wished what she called a “more dif-
ficult journey” on me, she fully supported 
me when I came out to her at 18. My father 
died before I could come out to him, and 
may not have been as supportive as my 
mother. Not all of my paternal family mem-
bers have been able to adjust as quickly 
as my mother, but there are a few who do 
support us. They see that we make each 
other better people.

Our relationship was built on education 
and political advocacy; we even spent our 
first Valentine’s Day in Annapolis as she 
watched me testify in front of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee in favor of the Reli-

gious Freedom and Civil Marriage Protec-
tion Act. We listened to heart-wrenching 
stories from Marylanders about the dis-
approving families of deceased partners 
coming and taking everything the couple 
worked so hard to build; or how a loved 
one was denied access to their partner in 
the hospital because they weren’t consid-
ered a “family” member. As I listened to 
these stories, I couldn’t help but think how 
lucky we are, that our families accept us, 
and how wonderful it will be when our com-
munity does as well.

Our story is one of many stories. Not 
just here in Maryland, but all over the 
world. Not the sad stories of loss and de-
spair; but the beginning of the stories. The 
happy times, when there is no sickness, 
the times when love is new; and that mo-
ment when you realize that you have found 
the person of your dreams. For so many 
same-sex couples, these are the stories 
that mean the most.

Marylanders, and those who have 
friends and family in Maryland, are in a 

very special position 
this year. We have 
the chance to make 
Maryland the first 
state to win a refer-
endum that aims to 
take away the mar-
riage law that was 
passed this year. If 
you have yet to do 
so, register to vote. It 
can be done online at 
the Maryland State 
Board of Elections, 
or at area locations 

such as the MVA, military recruitment of-
fices, and schools. 

Once you have registered, make your 
vote count by going to the polls in Novem-
ber. Between now and then have as many 
conversations as you can with anyone you 
can about why marriage matters to you – 
whether you or gay or straight. I plan to 
write all my friends and family members in 
Maryland asking for their support, not only 
for us, but also for the rights of all Mary-
landers. 

Share your stories with friends and 
family, even if you don’t personally want 
to marry, we have our rights sitting in the 
palm of their hands it’s what they do with 
that power that counts; and sometimes it 
just takes one story to change hearts and 
minds. t

Vanessa bowling served as an intern 
at eQmd and has recently returned as the 
organization’s office manager. 

Sharing Our Stories
eqUaLiTy MaryLanD

 “As I listened to these 
stories, I thought 

how lucky we are our 
families accept us, 
and how wonderful 
it will be when our 
community does as 

well.”

ThinkinG oUT LoUD

By GeorGe WiLLiarD
baltimore outloud’s coverage of the Tray-
von Martin case (April 6, 2012) was strong-
ly oriented toward symbolic responses of 
various identity-political players – HRC, 
NGLTF, NOW. All those groups’ sentiments 
about the boy’s tragic killing were reason-
able and well-intentioned, but they also felt 
boilerplate and pro forma. There’s a bigger 
reality, I think, missing 
from the discussion. 

The connection be-
tween US identity politics 
and race is tangled and 
paradoxical. The gay 
and feminist movements 
marched in the footsteps 
of the race-based civil-
rights movement, bask-
ing in reflected glory. On 
the standard view, those 
mutually reinforcing 
causes have triumphed. 
But from another, they’ve 
all ended in tears. 

Sure, a black middle 
class and (small) elite has 
been elevated – some 
would say bought off. Just look at the White 
House. But the big story is the neo-Jim Crow 
of America’s prison-industrial complex (now 
on Homeland Security steroids). One in 
three black males born today in America is 
heading to prison, and an entire generation 
has been disenfranchised. Prisons of course 
substitute for jobs. And driving this beast is 
a carefully nurtured politics (dating from Nix-
on’s “Southern strategy” and his Drug War) 
of rage and demonization, retributive rather 
than restorative justice. 

There are perverse ways in which to-
day’s slogans about “equality” and the 
incarceral state are ships passing in the 
night – and so, in effect, mutually reinforc-
ing. Certainly ignoring these big social 
realities while denouncing over and over 
racism in the abstract, or as some sort on-
going inner struggle demanded on the part 
of whites (as Cathy Brennan does in that 
same issue) misses the heart of the matter. 

The reality is that HRC, NOW, and 
NGLTF are part of the larger problem. 
They’ve become essentially clients of the 
state – always looking for baubles of rec-
ognition and money and state-issued pres-
tige, whether it’s gay marriage or hate-
crimes laws or grandstanding for “harsher 
sentences.” These groups play the same 
game the state plays to keep legitimacy 
while economic power is sucked up to the 
1%. That’s the victim-and-rage game, fu-
eled by identity movements in tango with 

the likes of Murdoch and CNN. How many 
hundres of hours of prime-crime TV, with 
swashbuckling cops nabbing bad guys, did 
George Zimmerman watch before he killed 
Trayvon? 

Sex is a key driver of the incarceral 
state. Mainstream feminism has long played 
the victimology card that works with it hand-
in-glove. NGLTF / HRC for their part sell an 

ahistorical, almost Araya-
nized vision of “LGBT” 
– shorn of those lower-
class or on-the-down-low 
or pederasts or those in 
jail or those who do gen-
derfuck in ways that don’t 
look “pretty” on Oprah. 
This neutered view of 
homosexuality is a public 
service to the overlords, 
giving the state good in-
formation about whom 
it’s politically valuable to 
let die from lack of basic 
healthcare, warehouse 
in gulags, make socially 
dead on sex-offender 
registries, or otherwise 

render subhuman. 
We’re not talking just sins of omis-

sion – presumptive lesbian Supreme Court 
Justice Elena Kagan, as Obama’s Solici-
tor General, argued before the high court 
for the fed’s right to lock up men for life, 
after serving already draconian sentences, 
for clicking on pictures of teenagers. HRC, 
NGLTF, NOW, and Lambda Legal all hailed 
this enabler of Guantanamo for queers. 

Sometimes the two gears of racial and 
sexual demonization mesh. For an agoniz-
ing list of more than 30 US police killings 
of blacks already in 2012, go to Blackag-
endareport.com (http://bit.ly/HZMVjc) The 
entry for Feb 10 notes the killing of Manuel 
Loggins: “Loggins, 31, was a former Ma-
rine sergeant who followed a daily exercise 
and prayer routine with his two daughters, 
aged 9 and 14. His kids were waiting for 
him in his SUV when Orange County Po-
lice shot and killed him on the assumption 
that he was a threat to the girls.” 

Loggins’s killing has received scant 
notice. But calling attention to individual 
cases goes only so far. It doesn’t substitute 
for a critique of the basic structural reali-
ties of how America is now politically and 
economically organized. When a politics of 
rage and demonization is the common cur-
rency – whether you’re a running for presi-
dent of HRC or the USA – then that makes 
these groups’ response to Trayvon Martin 
feel like crocodile tears. t

Sex & Race: Beyond Symbols

Crowd at a lynching, indiana, 1930
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Dear Stunned,
I know this was a terrible shock to you. 
HIV is controllable with medication, but 

there is no cure. The mistaken idea that there is 
a cure is dangerous: it has caused many people 
to become infected because they became care-
less about keeping sex as safe as possible.

You have raised an important issue, and it 
will take me two columns to address it. 

hiv Basic #1: What is Safer Sex, and 
Why Should it Matter To Me now? – This is 
about your question, “How could this have hap-
pened?”  People who think they are being safe 
are infected because their definition of “safe” 
does not include all the elements of safer sex. 
Safer sex means never having anal, vaginal, 
or oral contact with another person’s genitals, 
or allowing them to have contact with yours, 
unless a condom or dental dam is in place to 
protect you. The following is a list of definitions 
of safer sex that I’ve heard from people who 
have been infected with HIV or are at risk of 
infection. All are wrong.

• I am safe because I never let him come 
inside me

• I am safe because I only have oral sex
• I am safe because I only have sex with 

people who I believe are HIV negative (but I 
haven’t seen their test results)

• I am safe because I have only a couple of 
partners that I have known a long time

Dear Dr. Eva,
I recently had the biggest shock of my 

life. I’ve gotten to know a great man who is 
interested in a serious relationship. He sug-
gested that before we had unprotected sex 
we get tested for HIV, and I agreed. I was 
tested about two years ago and was nega-
tive. I am conservative about sex and fully 
expected to be negative again. He did not 
say when he was last tested, but I’m sure 
he expected to be negative or he would not 
have wanted testing. Well, we both came up 
positive. Can you give a basic orientation 
to HIV? I understand that it is curable now, 
right? How could this have happened when I 
am always careful?

Stunned

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

heaLTh & WeLLneSS 

HIV: Finding Out 
You’re Positive

• I am safe because I am monogamous 
(unfortunately, experience with patients has 
taught me that you cannot ever be certain 
about your partner)

Even though you are already infected, 
understanding safer sex is even more impor-
tant to you now. it is not safe for you to have 
unprotected sex with another HiV positive per-
son. Many people think,”We’re both infected 
already, so what does it matter?” 

It matters because: You now have one se-
rious infection, HIV, but there are other infec-
tions you don’t have – and don’t need! If you 
become infected with Hepatitis B or C, or with 
a second strain of HIV, it will make your current 
HIV infection more difficult to treat and cause 
the disease to progress faster. 

hiv Basic #2: The Two key numbers 
– When you see an HIV specialist, or in some 
medical practices before you see the special-
ist, you will have blood tests done. You will be 
checked for many things, but there are two tests 
you especially need to ask about and keep 
track of. Your medical provider may give you a 
special wallet card to keep track of these im-
portant results over time. the two key tests are 
your cd4 count and your HiV viral load. A third 
important test is the HIV genotype.

• CD4 cells are the protective white blood 
cells that are destroyed by HIV. As HIV disease 
progresses, the cd4 count decreases from the 

normal level of 800-1000. For most people the 
CD4 count falls by 50-100 each year after infec-
tion, but there is great variation in this. At the 
ends of the spectrum, some people have no 
drop in their CD4 counts for years after infection, 
and others can have their counts fall by 300 or 
more in the first year. When the CD4 level falls 
below 200, a person is considered to have AIDS. 
The CD4 level shows how far HIV disease has 
progressed, how fast it is progressing, and helps 
determine when to start medications.

• The HIV viral load is a count of the con-
centration of virus particles in the blood. Peo-
ple with viral loads over 100,000 tend to have 
faster-progressing disease. The main use of 
viral load testing is to check the success of HIV 
treatment. When treatment is successful, there 
should be no virus detected in the blood: this is 
called being “undetectable.” 

• The HIV genotype is usually done within 
the first couple of visits. This is a test for the spe-
cific resistance pattern of your virus. It indicates 
what HIV medications will be effective against 
your virus, and also shows if there are some 
medications that won’t work against your virus. 

Next time, I will discuss HIV medications 
– when and what to start, and why. Check the 
next baltimore outloud. t

eva Hersh is a baltimore family physician. 
Send your comments and questions to her by 
email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.com.
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“It is not our purpose to become each oth-
er; it is to recognize each other, to learn 
to see the other and honor him for what 
he is,” Hermann Hesse wrote in Narcissus 
and Goldmund. In this edition of baltimore 
outloud we examine our collective effort 
to fathom one another, to encounter the 
other as unique persons, not merely a part 
of the collective rainbow.

Cathy Brennan quotes a blogger, Ter-
ence, who wrote, “What is constantly 
overlooked by members of the non-racial-
minority LGBT community is how their 
own insensitivity towards issues 
concerning race-relations, 
particularly towards African-
Americans, often trumps that 
of society at large.” Terence is 
right, it is that insensitivity that 
prevents us from what Hesse 
calls the ability “to learn to 
see the other and honor him 
for what he is.” Similarly, Rev-
erend Moise asks us what if 
we really lived by the loving 
paradigms that are embodied 
in scripture rather than the en-
mity that is often spoken from 
the pulpit.

This is what happens 
when people talk at one an-
other rather than with one 
another. Religious sects often 
attempt to tell the other who to be, 
“to become each other,” as Hesse puts 
it. Not only religious sects play this game 
of games. We see it, too, in our LGBT or-
ganizations. It can sometimes be an ugly 
game of dominance and submission, yet 
lacking the lovely accouterments and fur-
tive glances of a D/s relationship. In the 
end, the majority overrules the minority, 
the soft-spoken are overruled by the loud 
and obnoxious, the weak and powerless 
are left behind.

We are all minorities in this game. The 
sad result does not usually come from 
prejudice; it does not arise from hate. All in 
the LGBT community recognize our inter-
dependence on one another. It arises from 
our inability, or unwillingness, to recognize 
each other, to learn to see the other and 

honor her for what she is.
In the Glass bead Game Hesse 

wrote, “The only way to learn the rules of 
this Game of games is to take the usual 
prescribed course, which requires many 
years; and none of the initiates could ever 
possibly have any interest in making these 
rules easier to learn.”

The prescribed course, in our commu-
nity, often requires that our members sur-
render their core values and known truths, 
just to play.

This is unacceptable.
Princeton professor Jeffrey Stout, 

in his book ethics after babel: the Lan-
guages of morals and their discontents, 
observes that many of us “enter public de-
bate on behalf of settled convictions only 
to find themselves repressing a sense of 
bad faith when they can’t defend them-
selves beyond a certain point against peo-
ple whose convictions and backgrounds 
differ from theirs.”

Enough already!!
“Here and there a scholar broke 

through the barriers of his specialty and 
tried to advance into the terrain of univer-
sality. Some dreamed of a new alphabet, a 

new language of symbols through which 
they could formulate and exchange 
their new intellectual experiences,” 
Hesse also wrote in the Glass bead 
Game.” Perhaps it was an impossible 
task, yet we never rise to that task of 

advancing into universality, of find-
ing a common ground and lan-

guage. We embrace the 
Tower of Babel, speaking 
different languages, con-
stantly at war with the oth-
er. Sadly, this is because 
the “other” is different. The 

other failed to become “us,” 
failed to speak to us in our 
own language, failed to as-
similate.

This is folly.
Growth of organisms, 

growth of cultures, follows the same 
rules; assimilation is only one side of the 
homeostasis that gives life, and that ho-
meostasis requires both assimilation and 
accommodation. As Owen Smith wrote in 
the last issue of baltimore outloud, “The 
priorities of the LGBT movement often are 
framed by those few people who have the 
power and voices, which further silences 
more voices in a vicious cycle.”

End that cycle.
Let us join with Owen in inviting all 

voices to the table. Our movement will be-
come a shadow of its potential if we fail 
to do so. If that is the case I will retire to 
the mountains to write a novel; I have no 
patience for stupid. t

city desk is not an editorial, the opin-
ions expressed here are wholly my own.

The Glass 
Bead Game
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My love, honor and admiration to the be-
lievers of good will and character in the 
Body of Christ. To you, dear brothers and 
sisters, who labor in the vineyard of hu-
manity, I send my love in Christ to you. You 
continue to serve the Lord with boundless 
humility and grace. You continue to serve 
in the vineyard despite attacks from mis-
guided so-called members of the body who 
push an agenda that is completely antitheti-
cal to the teachings of Jesus. I salute you, 
who keep the spirit of love in heart, while 
you minister to the despised and rejected. 
Jesus asks us to love neighbor as self. As 
true and living members of the body, you 
have the kept the faith by employing love 
in action.

I specifically speak to those who refuse 
to see Christ in the lives of gay, lesbian, 
and queer people. We are at a junction in 
human history in which we can touch the 
lives of people around the globe with the 
click of a mouse. Preachers are teaching 
on multiple continents in a day. We are in 
an age of beginning and ending, the start 
of a new understanding of the human spir-
it. Understanding that loving our neighbor 
truly means that we love regardless of our 
misgivings and fears in age in which love 
is the summation of our understanding, our 
faith and our wisdom. The Scriptures in 1 
John teach us that God is love.  We are told 
we shall know the truth and the truth will 
set us free, and if there are those among 
us who are walking in their truth, who are 
you to require them to live in lies? If indeed 
God is love, how can we teach and preach 
enmity and hatred from the pulpit?

Jesus mentions in the Gospel that the 
two greatest commandments are loving 
God with all one’s heart, mind and strength 
and loving one’s neighbor as oneself. All 
of the commandments are based on these 
two things. Most Christians believe this to 
be true. If this is the signature of the law, 
how can we walk in any other way but love? 
How can people castigate and condemn 
from altars and pulpits across the earth? 
What would Jesus really say about the ugli-
ness of homophobia? This homophobia has 
lead to countless suicides and incidents of 
homelessness among young people. How 

can folks call themselves Christians and ad-
vocate for discrimination in the body?

We have seen discrimination from the 
earliest days of the Christian experiences. 
When the Greeks complained of discrimina-
tion in the very early Church, St. Paul en-
couraged the equality of all believers saying 
that there is neither Jew nor Greek,  slave 
nor free person in Christ (Gal. 3:28). Non-
affirming believers often forget these gems 
of scripture falling back on their fears. What 
if we really lived by these loving paradigms? 
What if the Body of Christ was known for 
the radical love of people, animals and the 
earth?

I would encourage believers to begin 
to examine the behavior of preachers and 
teachers so vehemently opposed to gay 
people. What are their motives? Why do 
they care so much about condemning oth-
ers? Why no hell and damnation sermons 
against greedy one-percenters? Why no fire 
and brimstone sermons against war mon-
gers, oil companies raping the earth and 
people who exploit and molest child? We 
need to ask why the issues that are killing 
the planet and people are not addressed 
with same fervor and ferocity as opposition 
to LGBT folk.

Jesus chased the moneychangers out 
of the temple. He rode into Jerusalem on a 
mule. He took visible stands against greed, 
oppression (especially against women) and 
tyranny. He was not on the sidelines. His 
action to freed people in bondage to the Ro-
man imperial system and to the dogma of 
the dominant religious system shows where 
his focus was... what are his followers do-
ing? What would Jesus do in trying times 
like today? t

To the Body 
of Christ

Crossroads
Chronicles

Rev. Mother Meredith Moise

Recently, the GLBT community has expressed 
anger over the strategy of the National Or-
ganization for Marriage to drive a wedge be-
tween African-Americans and the gay com-
munity. An exhibit from litigation in Maine 
reveals tactics to derail marriage equality, 
including “sideswiping” Obama by “exposing” 
him as a “social radical.” It’s unsurprising that 
NOM would target a president who has done 
more for the GLBT community than any other 
president. It’s equally unsurprising that NOM 
would also identify discrete ethnic and racial 
groups for targeted outreach. NOM’s “Latino 
Identity Project” intended to ensure that sup-
port for marriage would remain “a key badge 
of Latino identity” and “a symbol of resistance 
to inappropriate assimilation” of Latinos into 
(allegedly) “Anglo culture.” But it’s NOM’s “Not 
a Civil Right Project” that garnered the most 
attention, as it blatantly established a strategy 
to drive a wedge between gays and blacks by 
“provoke[ing] the gay marriage base into re-
sponding by denouncing [African-Americans] 
as bigots.”

Predictably, the GLBT community cried foul 
that NOM would manipulate us. Sadly, GLBT 
leaders ignore what is blatantly obvious to 
many in the GLBT community – NOM’s strat-
egy worked precisely because a racial divide 
exists in the GLBT community. This became 
terribly clear in Maryland in the 2011 legislative 
session when delegates of color – most no-
tably Sam Arora and Tiffany Alston – delayed 
the vote on the marriage bill. Language aimed 
at Delegate Arora by white gay men included 
“I am not collecting donations for Sam back to 
the Middle East” and “the enemy here (is)… 
African-American churches.” A white transgen-
der woman called the failed 2011 marriage vote 
“karma” for gays and lesbians supporting a “Jim 
Crow” gender-identity law lacking public ac-
commodations. A heterosexual white woman, 
handwringing over the parallels between mar-
riage equality and the civil rights movement, 
found “the refusal of many, particularly those in 
the black community, to see the similarities … 
depressing.” Jonathan Capeheart in the Wash-
ington Post decried the “wedge being driven 
between African-Americans and gays” without 
acknowledging that the wedge could be driven 
because of GLBT community racism.

And where do we see “obliviousness” 

about race in the GLBT community? Open your 
eyes. In February, blogger John Aravosis called 
out Delegate Mary Washington for alleged “rac-
ism” against white gays for making a class ar-
gument as to why marriage equality matters to 
African-Americans. As Delegate Washington is 
the only African-American lesbian legislator in 
the General Assembly, the optics seemed – to 
be polite – unfortunate. More recently, Kevin 
Naff of the Washington blade demonstrated 
“supreme obliviousness” by deriding “[r]eckless 
pot-stirring by ambulance-chasing zealots like 
Al Sharpton and Jesse Jackson, along with typi-
cally lazy and even deliberately inaccurate re-
porting by the mainstream media” for “stok(ing) 
racial tensions” in connection with the murder 
of Trayvon Martin. A generous interpretation of 
Naff’s piece is that he intended to draw attention 
to lax gun laws. We lost that point underneath 
Naff’s snide criticism of GLBT advocacy groups 
for “draw[ing] parallels between black and 
LGBT crime victims and express[ing] solidarity 
with Martin’s family.”

In response, a commenter named Ter-
ence observed that: “What is constantly over-
looked by members of the non-racial-minority 
LGBT community is how their own insensitiv-
ity towards issues concerning race-relations, 
particularly towards African-Americans, often 
trumps that of society at large. This is blatantly 
displayed for all to see with this article. A simple 
op-ed from a contributor would be one thing, 
but the Washington Post, New York times or 
any major reputable newspaper would never 
publish an editorial like this as representative 
of the views of its senior staff. The sad reality 
is how many self-proclaimed liberal caucasian 
LGBTs will read this and immediately come to 
agree with Naff.”

I agree. The white GLBT community’s 
“obliviousness” to the concerns of African-
American GLBT community members fuels 
this “wedge” between blacks and gays, as the 
former – quite rightly – feel that their experi-
ence as black in a racist society impacts them 
more than their experience as gay. White gays, 
unable to understand – and lacking the desire 
to learn – that race matters, accuse black gays 
and lesbians of “disloyalty” to gay causes. This 
dynamic influences the GLBT community’s 
political priorities, with white gay males seem-
ingly united to push for gay marriage, and ev-
eryone else noting that other concerns might 
matter more, particularly to African-Americans.

How do we unwedge the wedge? We 
cannot move forward unless we – as a united 
GLBT community – engage in honest conver-
sation about GLBT community racism. White 
GLBT community members must listen to our 
brothers and sisters of color. If we can listen, 
and engage in honest dialogue about the in-
terests we share and the interests we should 
support as allies, our movement will become 
invulnerable – unwedgeable, as it were – to 
divisive tactics by people who seek to destroy 
all of us. t

Cathy Brennan

Ladybug’s
Political

Smackdown

Unwedging 
the Wedge

Rev. Mother Meredith 

Moise, ordained Old 
Catholic priest, specializing 
in weddings, baptisms, 

funerals, home blessings, 

spiritual direction. 
For more information, 

410-900-2021 or 
africanlotus@aol.com
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STATISTICS
Roughly 7 million people 
become victims of identity 
theft every year. That 
equals 19,178 people 
per day, 799 per hours, 
and 13.3 per minute. The 
incidence of victimization 
soared 80% between 2002 
and 2003, according to a 
study by Harris Interactive. 
A survey by the Identity 
Theft Resource Center 
indicates that victims now 
spend an average of 600 
hours recovering from this 
crime, often over a period 
of years – up from 175 
hours three years ago.

WHEN:  Saturday, May 5th • 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
WHERE: Canton Safeway (near the smoke stack)

2610 Boston Street • Baltimore, MD
WHY: To combat identity theft and to help people in our community 

properly dispose of personal documents.
WHO: Anyone can bring boxes of documents for shredding by 

ProShred Security’s mobile shredding trucks.
COST:  FREE

SPONSORED BY:

&

• FIRST ANNuAl •

Paper ‘SHRED-A-THON’ Event
Mobile Shredding Trucks Will Destroy Confidential Documents

PARTNERSHIP WEAlTH MANAgEMENT
1819 Thames Street • Baltimore, MD 21231

Office: 410 732-2633
woody.derricks@lpl.com

PartnershipWM.com

CONTACT:
Woody Derricks, CFP®
Accredited Domestic

Partnership Advisor, CDFA
President

Securities offered through lPl Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC.

GREENMOUNT BOOKS
New SaleS 

$5 Off $25 

Or MOre
DvDS StartiNg 

at $1.95 

HUge SeleCtiON

Private BOOtHS

2 LOCATIONS: 3222 Greenmount Ave. Baltimore MD • 410.467.0403
Rte. 1 News • 106 Washington Blvd. South • Laurel MD • 410.880.4253
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The Byzantine Rite Old Catholic Church is pleased to announce  
the opening of our Cathedral of Saint Antony
We are no longer at First Unitarian. Divine Liturgy is now Saturdays 2 PM at Long  
Green Center, 115 E. Melrose, Avenue in Baltimore, MD. For more information,  
contact bishop@revdanielromanos.com or 443-691-4926. 
http://church.revdanielromanos.com

All  Are  Welcome

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY
5:30 p.m.
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m.
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

All  Are  Welcome bmorethical.org
THE BALTIMORE

ETHICAL SOCIETY
SUNDAYS AT 10:30 A.M. — FREE & OPEN TO ALL

APRIL 22 – 60th ANNIVERSARY

“Memories and Reflections”

APRIL 29

“Existential Faith:
Choosing Ethical Culture”

306 W. FRANKLIN ST., STE. 102

Come Celebrate with us! 
Unity Fellowship Church of Columbia 

Our Services are held at: Locust Park Neighborhood Center 
8995 Lambskin Lane, Columbia, MD 21045 

Rev. Dorothy Harris, Founding Pastor 
Contact us to Join our mailing list: thecolumbiaproject09@gmail.com 

www.ufccolumbia.org

Visit us at EmmanuelDowntown.org

811 Cathedral Street at read Street
Mount Vernon’S ChurCh of the artS

Mt. Vernon’s Church of the Arts

EmmanuEl
God with us
all of us
without ExcEption
sunday sErvicEs
8:30 AM & 10:30 AM

EMM2011_Outloud_Feb.indd   1 1/28/11   11:25 AM

St. Michael The Archangel
Catholic Church
3701 4th Street, Brooklyn, MD 21225
443-869-5548
Sunday Mass 9:30am and 12:00 Noon
A Parish of the New Catholic Church of North America

If You are OUT, then You are IN with Us!

“ALL ARE WELCOME!”

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

AN INCLUSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE CHURCH COMMUNITY. www.govanspres.org 

A Reconciling Congregation with open hearts, open minds, and open doors.
Being a lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered person is a gift from God!

Grace United Methodist chUrch
5407 N. Charles St. at Northern Parkway
Baltimore, MD 21210 • 410-433-6650

www.GraceUnitedMethodist.orG

we welcome you to celebrate with us our 2nd annual reconciling sunday …
 MAy 6 At the 10 A.M.

A special coffee hour will follow. We rejoice that Grace 
Church extends full inclusion in the mission and ministry 
of our congregation to LGBT persons and their families.
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this is worth the time, but if you’re looking for a little story 
to go with the action, you’re better off skipping it.

the cabin in the Woods tells the story of five friends 
who decide to spend a weekend at a lonely cabin in the 
woods owned by the cousin of the jock character. Once 
they arrive, mayhem ensues as they are all picked off 
one-by-one … but that’s only part of the story. There’s not 
much more I can say without ruin all of the film’s surprises. 

This is one of the most original horror movies to come 
along in quite some time, one that knowingly touches 
on all of the “cabin in the woods” movie stereotypes and 
archetypes, but actually tells us why all of these movies 
featuring these same types of characters – the jock, the 
slut, the nerd, the stoner, and the virgin – exist in the first 
place. 

The film is well written and the cast is excellent, par-
ticularly Bradley Whitford and Richard Jenkins as the men 
who may or may not be controlling what’s happening at the 
cabin. The less you know about the cabin in the Woods, 
the better, and I cannot recommend this highly enough.

the three Stooges is garnering its share of contro-
versy – homage or travesty? – and I have to say that I 
was fully expecting a train wreck of epic proportions when 
I walked into the screening. When I walked out, I (and 
pretty much the rest of the audience) was a much hap-
pier person than when I walked in. The Farrelly Brothers, 
who haven’t made a good movie since there’s Something 
about mary, have brought the Stooges to life for a new 

LiveLy arTS // OUT ON SCREEN

By ChUCk DUnCan
The summer movie season starts in just a couple of weeks 
with the release of marvel’s the avengers, which is sure 
to be a smash at the box office, so before we’re bombard-
ed with one blockbuster after another, let’s have a look at 
some movies currently hoping to separate you from your 
hard-earned cash.

mirror, mirror is the first of two Snow White movies 
coming out this year, and the story is the familiar one 
made most famous by Walt Disney, with a few tweaks. Ev-
eryone is accounted for 
– Snow White, the evil 
Queen, Prince Charm-
ing, the seven dwarfs 
(even if many of the 
names are changed) – 
and the story is mostly 
the same: Queen is jeal-
ous of Snow, wants her 
dead, sets her sights 
on the prince for herself 
(that part’s a little differ-
ent), and so on. 

That is the problem 
with the movie. It’s all 
just a bit too familiar, 
and director Tarsem 
Singh relies too much on 

What’s Hot, What’s Not his stunning visual sense to take over 
the actual storytelling. Snow, played 

by Phil Collins’ daughter Lily, is bland, the prince is cute 
but a bit inept, and the dwarfs are relegated to support-
ing characters. Julia Roberts probably had a great time 
playing her first “bad” character, but she’s still nowhere as 
evil as the Disney cartoon version. The film is gorgeous 
to look at with some spectacular sets and costumes (cer-
tainly both Oscar worthy), but the film as a whole is a bore 
to sit through (and when the seven-year-old dressed like 
a princess sitting next to you is bored, that’s not a good 
sign). The whole thing makes the upcoming Snow White 

and the Huntsman all the more in-
triguing now.

Wrath of the titans is the se-
quel to the remake of clash of the 
titans, and if you like your Greek 
mythology served up properly … 
then this movie is not for you. 
Taking place ten years after the 
events of the first movie, our hero 
Perseus, a demi-god, is now liv-
ing the life of an average, single 
father. His dad, Zeus, shows up to 
ask for his help – Zeus’ other son, 
Ares, has teamed up with Hades 
to unleash the father of the gods, 
Kronos, from the depths of Tarta-
rus in exchange for the immortal-
ity they’ve lost due to the humans 

no longer praying to them. 
Except, Zeus was the one 
who banished his father 
to the Underworld, and he 
knows setting him free will 
destroy the earth. If you 
majored in Greek mythol-
ogy, none of this probably 
makes any sense. 

Unfortunately, the script 
writers didn’t really bother 
to put any effort into the 
story themselves, so the 
movie is just one action 
sequence after another 
(which isn’t a terrible thing, 
but some story to tie it all 
together wouldn’t hurt) that 
makes the original film look 
like citizen Kane by com-
parison. But … I still en-
joyed if only because of the 
3D. The first movie was the 
first major Hollywood film to 
be converted to 3D from 2D 
and it was just terrible (and 
other conversions after it 
were even worse). Origi-
nally intended to be shot in 
3D, the director again opted 
to go the conversion route, 
but this time the results are 
pretty spectacular. If you’re 
a 3D fan, then I would say —continued on page 18

Cockpit in Court Summer Theatre is Proud to 
Announce Our 40th Anniversary Season!

IndIvIdual tIckets go on sale May 2012  
Call the Box Office at 443-840-ARTS (2787)  

or e-mail cockpitincourt@ccbcmd.edu.  
Box offIce Hours: tue-frI 9 a.M. - 3 p.M.

June 15tH 
and runnIng 

weekends 
tHrougH  
July 1st

July 27tH 
and runnIng 

weekends 
tHrougH 

august 5tH

June 22nd 
and runnIng 

weekends 
tHrougH  
July 1st

July 20tH 
and runnIng 

weekends 
tHrougH 

august 5tH

July 13tH 
and runnIng 

tHrougH  
July 22nd
IncludIng 
3 weekday 
MatInees

Wrath of the Titans

Mirror, 
Mirror

Three Stooges
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NOW PLAYING!

Based on availability. Due to the nature of theatre bookings, all shows, dates & times are subject to change.

You Will Be Facebook 2

LiveLy arTS // ART

By MiChaeL FarLey
I am sitting with Wham City artist Dina Kelberman at a cof-
fee shop in Hampden. As we chat over my open laptop, I am 
receiving dozens of Facebook notifications a minute. This 
is not the result of normal Facebook updates, photos, and 
“likes.” It is Facebook 2.

Facebook 2 (or “FB2”) is a Dadaist experiment in so-
cial media; a Facebook group with over 30,000 members 
and no particular purpose other than its own growth and 
self-referential content. What began as an inside joke has 
quickly become an outlet for stream-of-consciousness 
user-generated content and a fascinating microcosm of a 
generation’s collective ADD. It is the accidental brainchild 
of local artists Chuck 
Green, Conner Kizer, 
and Dina Kelberman. It 
began on Good Friday 
when Green needed 
a forum to vent about 
Easter without his moth-
er, a Facebook user, 
seeing his status. He 
created a group called 
“Real Friends” where he 
could post without censuring himself, eliciting the comment 
“You’re going to recreate Facebook in here except for your 
mom?” Kelberman recalls being irritated by the sudden del-
uge of notifications generated by “Real Friends,” turning 
to Kizer, and asking, “Hey, Conner, you want to steal this 
group from Chuck?”

Kelberman made herself the sole administrator, re-
named the group “Facebook 2,” began adding all of her 
friends, and convinced them to do the same. The group “ex-
ponentially went crazy,” trapping users who can’t figure out 
Facebook’s new, confusing settings and growing to 20,000 
members by Easter. In the beginning, “everyone wanted to 
know how to get out... this is just a big experiment and no 
one knows how Facebook groups work; people can’t even 
figure out how to leave the group.” The confusion even de-

veloped a mythology 
of “Leave Codes” one 
acquires via messag-
es from Mark Zucker-
berg himself. 

FB2 quickly be-
came an absurdist 
quasi-private, qua-
si-public sphere in 
which the internet 
generation became 
a parody of itself. 
Users assumed ex-
aggerated web per-
sonas; the attention-
seeking girl with a 
webcam, the conspir-
acy theorist, the Ni-
gerian con artist, and 
the ubiquitous “troll,” 

defined by Wikipedia as 
“someone who posts in-
flammatory, extraneous, 
or off-topic messages in 
an online community... 
with the primary intent of 
provoking readers into an 
emotional response or of 
otherwise disrupting nor-
mal on-topic discussion.”

If artist Petra Cortright became the darling of “net art” by 
legitimizing YouTube, animated GIFs, and old-school html 
coding as her medium, Kelberman has perhaps pioneered 

the genre of “web relational aesthetics”. Kelber-
man describes the project as “A kind of accidental 
message board within Facebook... I started it with 
a ‘net art’ thought and it kind of just turned into 
what the internet is like everywhere.” Although 
there are FB2 members around the globe, a sig-
nificant percentage of the content originates from 
Baltimore users, and oddly enough, from Ames, 
Iowa. “We hit 30,000 people last night and it still 
seems like the same 20 people are always the 
ones posting.”

Possibly the most liberating quality of FB2 is that it feels 
familiar and local as well as 
authorless and global at the 
same time. It is universally 
understood that FB2 is a 
realm of fantasy without the 
real-world consequences 
that Facebook can some-
times have. However, Kel-
berman warns that message 
boards “can be anonymous, 
but on FB2 your name is 
there in some aspect... ev-
erything gets saved so if you 
really want to you can go all 
the way back to the begin-
ning and see what someone 
posted.”

Delving into the seem-
ing infinite archives of FB2 
is mind warping. It has de-
veloped a visual culture 
with unique signifiers and a 
fittingly sloppy, instant-grat-
ification aesthetic indica-
tive of a generation’s short 
attention spans and com-
puter savvy. Self-referential 
screen captures, quick Pho-
toshop jobs, and appropria-
tion of everything from the 
bowels of pop culture to 
stock photo imagery char-
acterize the images flood-
ing Facebook’s servers. In 

Marshall McLuhan’s famous words, “The medium is 
the message.” These images exist to remind us that 
they are images. They seek to be “liked,” not appreci-
ated. Collectively, they paint a portrait of users adrift 
in a sea of information accessibility; information that is 
seldom useful beyond split-seconds of ennui-abating 
absurdity. To attempt an archeological dig through this 
cultural landfill is an attempt to learn a language with 
no grammatical rules composed mostly of unintelligible 
screaming. 

Kelberman laments that this tremendous store of 
user generated content “is in constant peril of being 
deleted” by what we FB2 users refer to as FB1. It is 
an anarchic mental playground that harkens back to 

the web’s frontier days in contrast to the current digital para-
digm: “more and more, without your participation or permis-
sion, everything on the internet is filtered down to what the 
internet decides you want to see.” Kelberman and I selected 
some of our favorite collages from FB2 for this article, but it is 
best to see them 
in their native 
habitat incase 
Facebook de-
cides to delete it. 
“I am interested 
to see where it 
goes and I’m try-
ing to not have 
too much of a 
hand in that.” t

artist nina katchadourian explains 
Talking popcorn

RESISTANCE IS FUTILE
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By GreGG Shapiro
Thirty years after releasing her first solo album, Stevie 
Nicks returned with in Your dreams (Reprise), the best 
album of her career. Co-produced by Dave Stewart (of 
Eurythmics fame), who also co-wrote a few of the songs 
and even duets on the 
track “Cheaper Than 
Free,” the album not 
only touches on Nicks’ 
strengths, but also 
takes her outside of 
her comfort zone on 
a few occasions. The 
excellent “For What 
It’s Worth” reminds 
us of Stevie’s coun-
try past (remember 
“Leather and Lace”?); 
while “Wide Sargasso 
Sea” recalls her fond-
ness for the story song 
and “Secret Life” up-
dates her ’80s sound. 
However, the real ex-
citement occurs on the 
dreamy rev of the title 
cut, the haunting and heartfelt “New Orleans” (in which 
she name-checks Anne Rice), the literary “Annabel Lee” 
(adapted from the Edgar Allan Poe poem) and the molto 
bella “Italian Summer.” 

Ms. Stevie’s former Fleetwood Mac partner-in-crime 
(and ex-beau) Lindsey Buckingham also makes a strong 
comeback with Seeds We Sow (Mind Kit/Fontana). Unlike 
Stevie’s album, the self-released Seeds We Sow is a no-
frills effort, performed, recorded and mixed by Bucking-
ham. You can still hear the Buckingham of tusk, as well 
as the one who continued to explore his experimental side 
on solo albums such as Law and order and Go insane. 
All of this is to say that in its way, Seeds We Sow is every 
bit as compelling as in Your dreams. This is especially 
true of “In Our Own Time,” “Gone Too Far,” “End of Time,” 
“Illuminations,” “Stars Are Crazy” and “Rock Away Blind.”

Emmylou Harris is another example of an artist who 
keeps getting better with age. Her latest, Hard bargain 
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(Nonesuch), continues the sonic trend she 
began with 1995’s Wrecking ball, as you can 
hear on “The Road” and “Home Sweet Home.” 

The breathtaking “My Name is Emmett Till” sounds like it 
could have been written by Joan Baez. The rocking “New 
Orleans” is equally topical, while “Big Black Dog” finds 
Harris proudly displaying her sense of humor. Her cover 
of the Ron Sexsmith-penned title tune is a delight and be 

sure to have a box of 
tissue nearby for “Dar-
lin’ Kate,” Harris’s ex-
quisite cover to her dear 
friend  (and mother of 
Rufus Wainwright) Kate 
McGarrigle. One version 
of the album includes a 
DVD consisting of an 
exclusive interview and 
six live performances.

Even though they 
haven’t recorded an al-
bum of all-original ma-
terial in several years, 
Hall & Oates remain as 
popular as ever, with 
their songs appearing 
in movies, in TV shows 
and in commercials. 
Daryl Hall has only re-

corded three solo albums in 30 years, but his new one 
Laughing down crying (Verve Forecast) easily ranks with 
his finest work. To Hall’s credit, the best songs on the disc, 
such as the title number, “Talking To Myself,” “Lifetime of 
Love,” “Eyes For You” and “Wrong Side of History,” recall 
Hall & Oates’ most memorable work without sounding re-
cycled. 

Aside from an organ solo straight out of “Whiter Shade 
of Pale” on “Let It Go,” most of breathe out, breathe in 
(Red House) by The Zombies (featuring original mem-
bers Colin Blunstone and Rod Argent) feels like a breath 
of fresh air. The title cut (vaguely reminiscent of vintage 
Steely Dan), “Any Other Way,” “Play It For Real” and 
“Shine On Sunshine” are all outstanding selections.

Although the Mekons haven’t been around quite as 
long as some of these other artists, their impact and in-
fluence is far-reaching, especially to those who came of 
age on punk and alternative music. Their marvelous new 

album ancient & modern 
(Sin/Bloodshot) proves that 
Jon Langford, Sally Timms 
and company are show-
ing no signs of slowing 
down. You can hear that for 
yourself on “Space In Your 
Face,” “I Fall Asleep,” “Call-
ing All Demons” and “Hon-
ey Bear,” among others. t

Lindsey buckingham is 
performing on June 11 in 
Wilmington at World cafe, on 
June 12 in Washington, dc, 
at the Howard theatre, and 
on June 14 in baltimore at 
the baltimore Soundstage.

iMusic: Comeback Kids an inTervieW WiTh GreG LaSWeLL
– continued from front page 

Lindsey 
Buckingham

you should figure out a way to make it longer.” I really didn’t 
have anything else to say in the song and then I had the 
idea of writing another verse from the perspective of a girl or 
another person on the other end of it, giving it a little more 
depth. So I wrote that verse, she came in and did that after 
the fact. With Sia, we kind of shopped around for a little bit, 
because I knew I wanted her on the record. I sent her a few 
songs, one of which didn’t even end up on the record. I sent 
her “Dragging You Around” and she wrote back immediately 
and said, “This is the one I want to sing on.” With Sara, the 
song was done and I asked her to sing on it. She ended up 
forcing me back into the studio to record my vocals because 
my kind of easy-going vocal take sounded a little silly next to 
her effortless, energetic [laughs]… I got the track back from 
her and listen to it and thought, “Oh God, I’ve got to redo 
my part.”

GS: i’m glad that you mentioned that song, “Come 
Back Down,” because it gets the album off to a stomp-
ing start. it’s a refreshing take on the anti-drug/anti-self-
destruction anthem. Was there one person in particu-
lar that you had in mind when you wrote this or was it 
meant to be more universal?

GL: If I’m quite honest, I wrote it to myself [laughs]. Not 
to my present self, but to a former version of myself. It was 
one of the first songs that I wrote for the record, kind of laying 
to rest a lot of things that were going on in my life. The entire 
song isn’t about that, but that’s definitely how it started and 
then I took it from there.

GS: The theme appears to continue on “i Might Drop 
By” and “another Life to Lose.” Was this album a ca-
tharsis for you?

GL: Of any of my albums, it’s the most pivotal, as far as 
where I am at personally. I’ve done quite a bit of changing 
over the last three or four years. I didn’t really know how 
to make my music match. So I’d gotten pretty good at writ-
ing heartbreak songs. Not only could I not do it anymore, 
but I just gotten so tired of it. I’ve gotten kind of universally 
ashamed of singer songwriters who are always writing sad 
songs. I felt like I owed it to myself to try to put something 
new out into the world with a positive spin on it.

GS: “i Might Drop By,” like “Do What i Can,” has a 
Coldplay quality to it. Would it be fair to say that you 
count Coldplay as an influence on your work?

GL: It’s funny, because I don’t own any Coldplay. I’m 
not one of those people who doesn’t like Coldplay. I think if 
someone says that they’re not being very honest; because 
it’s pretty hard to dislike a song by them, but I’m not neces-
sarily a fan. I feel like when I wrote that song I took more 
from early Tori Amos. I’ve gotten that (Coldplay comparison) 
off and on, and I certainly don’t shy away from it.

GS: Songs such as the dance-floor friendly “Nicely 
played” and “Dragging you around,” your duet with 
queer diva Sia, could potentially increase your visibility 
in the LGBT community. are you aware of a following 
among the gays?   

GL: Yes, actually. Quite a bit of the gay community 
comes out to my shows. I usually go out after my shows 
and they’ll come up to me and buy CDs or I’ll sign some-
thing. More than I ever would’ve imagined. It’s pretty cool. 
Probably one of the best compliments I’ve ever gotten was 
from this young man who had just recently come out to his 
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Tattoo Convention
May 11th - 13th 2012
Baltimore Convention Center 

1  W Pratt St .  Baltimore,  MD 21201

Friday 2 PM - 12 AM • Saturday 12 PM - 12 AM • Sunday 12 PM - 8 PM
$20 per day $40 for the weekend • Show info 1-800-541-8239

Enigma & Serana Rose, The Olde City Sideshow, Suspension by CRASH, and Burlesque. 
Over 300 of the world’s best tattoo artists, including: Amy Nicoletto - LA Ink, 

Megan Massacre  - NY Ink, Chris Torres - NY Ink, Philadelphia Eddie, Shane O’Neill - Ink Master, 
and James Vaughn - Ink Master. Live tattooing, and tattoo contests all weekend long. 

Art galleries, art auctions, and tattoo seminars.

TattooedKingpin.com
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parents. His parents had been pretty religious during his up-
bringing and I had written a song about coming through a 
hard time called “Comes and Goes in Waves” on my previ-
ous record. He came up and found me after the show and 
said that he knew was going to be difficult to come out, but 
it turned out to be even more difficult than he ever imagined 
and his life had been pretty much turned upside down. He 
was really having a rough go of things. He said that he put 
the song on repeat almost every day. 

It reminded me of why I started doing this. The root goal 
of this is really just communication with other human beings 
and struggles and getting over things and hurting when it’s 
time to hurt but then also getting better and all that sort of 
thing. It gave me a new perspective and it came at the right 
time because I was starting to get a little cynical about the 
business and all that. He ended up helping me more than I 
probably helped him.

GS: That’s a great story. New Year’s Eve finally gets its 
own lovely and romantic song in your “New Year’s Eves.” 
Would it mean something to you if, it became something of a 
standard, in the tradition of the winter holiday song?

GL: [Laughs] I hadn’t thought about that. Yeah, that 
would be awesome. I actually wrote it during the holidays, 
so it’s very timely. I was actually struggling with the lyrics to 
the last verse and I got to the end of the song and I thought, 
“Screw it, it’s almost New Year’s, so I’ll just leave it.”

GS: at a time when most people only have mobile 
phones, the title track reminds listeners of the value of 
the old fashioned home phone and landline. Do you still 
have a landline?

GL: I don’t! My parents just got rid of theirs. I took it 
hard. I was like, “Wait a minute, I don’t have a home phone 
anymore? 826-2704 is gone [laughs].” But no, I don’t. The 
story behind that is that we were staying at my wife’s par-
ents’ house in Maine when we were writing that song and 
cell phone service up there is just terrible. We were using 
a landline pretty much the whole 
time we were there. That’s where 
that came from.

GS: What would you do if 
aT&T came to you about using 
the song for one of its ad cam-
paigns?

GL: [Laughs] To boost up busi-
ness of their landlines? Why not? I 
feel like landlines were a romantic 
time that we will miss but we don’t 
realize it yet.

GS: The music world has 
suffered a number of significant 
losses since the beginning of 
the year, including etta James, 
Soul Train’s Don Cornelius, 
Whitney houston and Davy 
Jones. Did the passing of any of 
those people have more of an impact on you than the 
others?

GL: They all have. I remember being really young when 
I watched the monkeys. My parents would sit me in front of 
the TV to watch that. And they were a huge influence on the 

Beatles as you know [big laugh]. There are pictures of me 
in my backyard playing the rake like it’s a guitar. From an 
early age, it was ingrained in me to do this sort of thing. I re-
member being in college, girls playing me Whitney Houston 
songs on our dates. You don’t really realize how much of a 
part they play in your life until they’re gone. That’s when it 

becomes quite alarming.
GS: What can you tell me about your 

upcoming tour? 
GL: We are starting on the East Coast 

and looping the whole country. It will be 
the biggest band I’ve ever toward with; I’m 
taking six people out with me. We’re going 
to have a cello player. And then Elizabeth 
(Ziman) will be opening the show and then 
she’ll also be playing the piano and sing-
ing all the girl parts during my show. We 
can have all the ladies’ parts covered. You 
won’t have to listen to my falsetto voice. I’ll 
go back and forth between guitar and pia-
no. In years past, I’ve made these big re-
cords, because I do them myself and I don’t 
know when to stop adding tracks. But when 
it comes time to prepare for a live show, I 
have to pick and choose which parts are 

going to get played and this time around we’ll have enough 
people on stage to reproduce the sound of the record. t

Laswell is performing on June 21 in Washington, dc, at 
rock N roll Hotel and on June 22 in Philadelphia at World 
cafe Live.
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Plummeting real estate values in recent 
months across the country have homeowners 
everywhere feeling anxious these days, some 
are in a position in which they want or need to 
sell, while others may be in danger of losing 
their homes.

One viable option as opposed to waiting 
indefinitely to sell, or possibly facing foreclo-
sure, is to go through the process of a short 
sale. 

A short sale procedure can be used to 
sell a home when its value has dropped well 
below what the owners owe on it. Put more 
simply, in order for homeowners to consider 
the process of short-selling, their home’s 
value must be lower than whatever they owe 
on their mortgage. In order for a short sale 
to happen, a mortgage lender must agree to 
reduce any outstanding debt so that a home 
may be priced to sell as close to its assessed 
value as possible. 

There are several consequences involved 
when it comes to short-selling a home:

• Even though going the short-sale route 
allows homeowners to pay off outstanding 
mortgage debt, one consequence is that they 
will also walk away with nothing to show for 
investment made in the property. 

• Money that was paid as a down payment 
or toward home improvements will be lost. A 
short sale allows homeowners to wipe their 
mortgage debt clean, but it also wipes away 
any chance of recovering money that was put 
into the home.

• Another downfall to short-selling is that 
the process will affect a person’s credit. Some 
people mistakenly believe that a short sale 
will prevent negative marks from showing up 
on their credit report. This is a falsehood. Al-
though a short sale is not as detrimental to a 
person’s credit as a foreclosure, it will show 
up on a credit report. Buying another home 
in the future will be possible, but the process 
may be more difficult. 

• Finally, there is a chance that the lender 
may file a 1099-C with the government report-
ing a debt cancellation. This can subsequent-
ly lead to the homeowner owing taxes on any 
amount forgiven.

Opting to short-sell is a great way for 
homeowners to avoid the long and unrealistic 
process of trying to sell a home for more than 
it’s worth or, even worse, of going through 
foreclosure. However, the process does not 
come without its own set of consequences 
that homeowners need to be aware of before 
considering this procedure. t

For more information, visit Gayreales-
tate.com and Lesbianrealestate.com or call 
888-420-moVe (6683).

Considering 
a Short Sale

generation in this unfairly maligned recre-
ation of the beloved (by some) characters. 
The original Stooges films were mostly 
shorts, and the Farrellys have ingeniously 
broken this 90-minute film down into three 
30-minute segments (even though it’s still 
a single story throughout). 

All of the classic Stooges bits are here, 
and even though the movie takes place in 
the present, the Stooges are still stuck in 
their 1940s era style of banter and dress 
… and it works beautifully. 

What really sells the whole premise is 
the casting (including supporting actors 
like Larry David as Sister Mary Mengele). 
Chris Diamantopoulos (of the Charles 
Schwab commercials) does a spot on im-
personation of the real Moe Howard. He’s 
got the body language and the voice down 
to perfection. Will Sasso also plays Curly 

to perfection, even if he seems a little too 
tall and imposing as compared to the origi-
nal Curly. The standout is Sean Hayes as 
Larry. Yes, Will & Grace’s Jack steals ev-
ery scene he’s in as the frizzy-haired mid-
dleman of the trio. 

He’s got the look, the voice and the 
physicality down pat, and if there’s any 
question that he can play nothing more 
than a flamboyant gay man, I think this 
pretty much answers that. 

I could not take my eyes off of him. 
Die-hard Stooge fans are taking potshots 
at the movie for casting new actors to play 
the real people who played the Stooge 
character, but the Farrellys have done ev-
erything from a place of love and adoration 
(and even managed to keep the film to a 
PG rating, which is akin to John Waters 
doing the PG-rated Hairspray), and I think 
if people actually give the movie a chance, 
they’ll come out with a different opinion. 

Granted, the Stooges are an acquired 
taste and your tolerance for their brand of 
cartoonish violence will determine if you 
love or hate them, but I was pleasantly 
surprised by the whole thing. t

WhaT’S hoT, WhaT’S noT
– continued from page 14
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SPRING INTO FITNESS

Join now for just  
$60 a month for a  
full-use membership*

*Offer expires May 31, 2012.   
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Embrace Diversity

Richard B. Pazornik
Senior Loan Officer
NMLS# 225367

443.600.1282
richp@embracehomeloans.com
888 Bestgate Rd, Ste 417
Annapolis, MD  21401

Maybe you and your partner are ready 
to purchase that first home?  Maybe 
you’d like to leverage your equity to 
consolidate debt at a lower interest 
rate - maybe take a little extra cash 
for a much-needed vacation?

In a tough economic climate, when 
other lenders look for reasons to say 
no – we see no reason but to say yes. 

At Embrace Home Loans, we 
appreciate your commitment; we 
respect your point of view.  Let us 
help you reach your financial goals. 

Call today!  443.600.1282

www.embracehomeloans.com
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Brian Hannon
410 925 9330 (cell)
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Mt WasHington
greenBerry Woods 

Move right into this nicely updated condo 
townhouse with remodeled kitchens and 

baths! Living room with wood-burning 
fireplace, private deck, finished lower level, 
large rooms and ample storage Situated on  

13 private acres with pool! $169,000.

A Wonderful 
opportunity  
in Guilford 

A classic Edward Palmer 
design features great flow 
for entertaining, a grand 

entry foyer, an enclosed sun porch with terra cotta tile flooring and two sets of 
French doors, wood burning fireplace in the living room, original rear stairs, 

curved entry-ways, a two car detached garage, expansive third  
floor den / study, 5 or more bedrooms, 3 full baths & a powder  

room on the first floor. All of this and more for $350,000.

frAnk locke • 410-323-6000 (office) • 410-952-9453 (cell)
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You can’t think things into being. In other 
words, you can’t stand in front of the mir-
ror and think away thirty pounds. On the 
other hand, imagining that you are smarter 
doesn’t boost your intelligence, and we all 
know about those winning-the-lottery fan-
tasies.

So, on the one hand, we know that we 
can’t think something into reality, whether 
it’s out in the world or within ourselves.

On the other hand, most of us can be-
come very preoccupied with life and think-
ing about our lives. Once we’re in that busy 
place, we draw conclusions about our-
selves that can overwhelm us, limit us, or 
sometimes cause us great pain. How does 
this happen?

Try to imagine a busy day. Perhaps 
you woke up in a bad mood, possibly over-
whelmed with thoughts of your to-do list 
and how one day of effort won’t make a dif-
ference. Or maybe an upsetting exchange 
with a lover, spouse, parent, child, boss, or 
friend still lingers. Maybe you aren’t feeling 
well physically, didn’t get enough sleep, or 
have been overeating or skipping meals.

Going further into your day, maybe you 
rush to catch up. Perhaps you’re multi-
tasking, which means that you’re probably 
doing a less skilled job at everything you 
attempt; maybe you’re messing up and 
forgetting things. Perhaps these mistakes 
push buttons in you, reminding you of past 
failures and inviting you to dwell on them. 
It may cross your mind that “I’ve always 
been this way; it’ll never get better.” 

All of this is upsetting and overwhelm-
ing, which makes you irritable and short. 
Perhaps you then snap at people, make 
quick judgments, become demanding, or 
lapse into whininess or neediness. Maybe 
coffee, cocktails, or getting high will alter 
the mood, but then those short-term rem-
edies come with their own set of problems, 
too.

You’re not happy. You’re rushing, run-
ning, and hustling, especially in your mind. 
It’s at this point that you might notice think-
ing like this:

• I’m a loser… a freak
• Why does this always happen to me?

• Screw them, they’re jealous… they 
wish they had what I’ve got

• I’m afraid
• I’m not strong enough to handle this
• Don’t bother me with details… I’m too 

fabulous for words
• My reputation is shattered
• I’m not as hot as they are… maybe 

I’m not cut out for finding love
Let’s take one example from the list: “I 

am afraid.” Notice the difference between 
that phrasing and “I feel afraid.” The per-
son has taken a temporary, emotional feel-
ing and made it a part of their skin and 
bones with the words “I am.” 

You might be saying, “Well, you’re be-
ing nit-picky. She didn’t really mean it that 
way,” and you’d be right. However, our 
words come with an emotional reality, and 
we can feel overtaken by that perspective. 
If I speak as if “I am fear and fear is me”–or 
I am stupidity or ugliness or lack of skill–
then that becomes all I can think or see or 
feel in that moment. It doesn’t matter that 
there might be other truths; my own words 
have cut me off from other truths.

At this point, I’m going to get a bit new-
agey on you; hang in there with me. Imag-
ine in that moment of despair or avoidance 
that you could stop all of your thinking and 
become aware only of your sensual expe-
rience: seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, 
and touching. in that moment: What does 
“I’m a loser” or “I’m too fabulous for words” 
have to do with anything? What does it 
have to do with the lunch you’re eating, the 
trees you see, the breeze you feel? noth-
ing, and, in that moment, you’ve just expe-
rienced what it is like to separate yourself 
briefly from the petty limitations of your 
thoughts. Cool, huh?

You are bigger, more beautiful, better 
connected to all that is, more powerful, 
and more amazing than any idea you can 
conjure about yourself. Even if you think 
you’re the ultimate snap diva, you’re still 
thinking too small. Drop the thinking and 
get back to your rightful egoless place.

It’s especially important for LGBT peo-
ple to separate their personal experienc-
ing from their thoughts, because it protects 
you against internalized homo- and trans-
phobia. Bigots speak in hateful language, 
that language can infest our thinking, and 
lingering on it can lead to internalizing it. 
You are not their thoughts; you are not 
your thoughts. Liberate yourself.

Recently, I’ve been seeing a meme on 
Twitter by self-help professionals in which 
they are saying, “You are not your body”; 
you inhabit your body for a time. Imagine 
the freedom in “I am not my thoughts… I 
am not my body.” Learn to live from that 
perspective, and revel in that power and 
freedom. t

Learn more at baltimoreLifecoach-
Gerry.com

Unstuck
Getting

Gerry Fisher

You are not Your 
Thoughts

Baltimore City Health Department
HIV Care Linkage Program 
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Hello everyone, first let me start by thank-
ing my friends on Facebook and in my per-
sonal life for the happy birthday wishes. I 
had a birthday on April 7 and I thank you 
for making my 26 years of life special. On 
my birthday, I went to SAIM (Sufficient As 
I aM) which is hosted in the GLCCB every 
Saturday from 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. While 
there, I met a young man. He was very in-
telligent and very coy but he lacked social 
understanding of the environment. Mean-
ing, the majority of people know about the 
basics (or what we think is basic) in celeb-
rity pop culture and gay and straight gos-
sip but this young man didn’t know any of 
this. He was very cultured on independent 
films and world history but if you asked him 
to name the participants on Rupaul’s Drag 
Race, he would ask you who is Rupaul and 
what is a “Drag Race.”

Honestly, at first I found this to be frus-
trating but later on, and now, I find this to 
be somewhat refreshing. He is still cele-
brating and embracing his young gay inno-
cence. Many times in the LGBT communi-
ty, the youth come out and don’t take time 
to embrace the fact that they are innocent. 
In a society where sex sells, we all want to 
have sex but don’t take the time out of our 
lives to take the proper precautions to have 
sex. Meaning everything from Condoms to 

Fleeting and in between, we often forget 
about the innocent. I mean, the youth that 
haven’t had sex yet and are waiting for that 
special someone to share themselves with 
and learn their world. I remember when I 
had this innocence and then I gave it away 
like a free sample at the supermarket, a 
mistake I wish I could take back time and 
time again, not because it lead to my pres-
ent situation (which it didn’t), no, because 
I have met many special people in my life 
and I wish I could share that moment with 
at least one of them. 

I’m writing this article today to encour-
age the youth who still have that innocence 
in their hearts and body not to be so quick 
to give it away. Trust me, even though I 
am far from a virgin I know that the body 
has needs, and that you have needs, and 
that for some of you that your hormones 
are raging but please, I ask you to use 
your big head to think as opposed to your 
little head. Don’t let the world discourage 
you about relationships, or try to sell you 
on the idea that “It’s cool to be lose” (not 
that I have anything against being lose). 
You should enjoy the innocence and your 
youth and you should celebrate this. It’s 
ok to have an attraction to the same sex 
but waiting make things better. I’ve learned 
this as an adult who is now 26 years old, 
and I’m trying to pass on the knowledge to 
you. This may seem like a “Martin Luther 
King, Jr.” lecture but I’m trying to look out 
for you. As a fellow youth, we have to stick 
together on these issues. 

In closing, celebrate your youth and inno-
cence and please don’t rush to grow up. Be-
cause once your youth and innocence is gone 
you can never get it back and when it gone 
it’s gone. Just remember to celebrate life and 
don’t rush it and remember one day… Later 
rather than sooner you will be telling some-
one the same thing I… just… told… you! t

Happy Birthday

Youth
Voice of

Terrence Brower

By Jay Loane 
There are many of us who fantasize about 
taking exotic trips to far away locales, only 
to keep those thoughts, often times, to 
ourselves. Recently, I had the pleasure of 
talking to a gentleman who not only has 
dreamed of taking a trip or two, but in real-
ity, has. 

Born in Baltimore, Mike Becketts grew 
up in the Cherry Hill area until high school 
when his family moved to the Rosedale 
area. He graduated Baltimore City Col-
lege in 1991 and headed off to further his 
education at Western Mary-
land College (now known as 
McDaniel College), where he 
majored in social work. He 
also had a minor in art his-
tory. 

 “I’ve always been a per-
son who enjoys helping peo-
ple in one way or another,” 
he commented. “That is why 
I wanted to further my educa-
tion in the social work field.” 
After getting his degree in 
1995, Mike went on to intern 
at Baltimore City Social Ser-
vices. From there, he worked 
for several private companies 
including the famed Johns Hopkins. 

It was through a strong work ethic and 
the ability to help those in need that in 
2010, Mike was promoted to the position 
of deputy director of social services with 
the City of Baltimore. 

Though according to the Baltimore City 
Department of Social Services website, it 
shows eighteen different programs under 
his overview, Mike primarily oversees the 
Adult & Children Family Services. “I met 
Michael when he became the deputy di-
rector of DSS. I was most impressed by 
the thoughtful way he analyses situations,” 

Mike Becketts 
peopLe We Like

Mike Becketts

stated Jim Becker, co-publisher of balti-
more outloud. Becker went on to add, “He 
is real smart, committed to getting things 
done, has great ideas and high energy.”

He received his masters in social work 
from the University of Maryland School of 
Social Work in 1997 and a MHA (Masters 
in Health Administration) from the Univer-
sity of Baltimore in 2006. In addition, he 
was director of social work for the Johns 
Hopkins Hospital Moore Clinic, which is 
the HIV Clinic. 

He has a loving family who as he puts 
it, knows all about him. “It 
was like they all knew about 
me before I had a chance to 
say anything to them.” Mike 
has a younger sister; a niece 
and nephew. “I’m like their 
third parent.” He is a great 
cook trying anything though 
his favorite food is “anything 
Thai.” 

 “I love the outdoors,” 
Mike stated. “Hiking on trails 
and I recently went to As-
sateague Island to take pic-
tures of the ponies.” When 
he is not outdoors, you 
might find him at Jay’s on 

Read Street. “I love Happy Hour.” 
Currently dating someone special, 

Mike keeps himself busy between his po-
sition and his ‘private’ life and his home 
in the Reisterstown area. He also is one 
his friends’ can call upon when they need 
help. “I am the kind of person you can al-
ways count on.” 

Mike challenges himself in many ways. 
He has visited Thailand and Japan as a 
solo traveler. Not knowing the language 
and seeking out the delicacies of these 
foreign lands. As he put it, “I am willing to 
try new things.”  t
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ed on Duval Street. From dance 
clubs to piano bars, there’s a 
venue to suit every taste or 
preference. Bourbon Street Pub 
is the most popular dance club 

on the island. 
In addition to 
great music, 
the venue also 
offers drag 
shows, karaoke and live 
entertainment. Kwest of-
fers happy hour specials 
and a popular piano-sing-
a-long party each week. 
Leather daddies and the 
sons who love them head 
to Saloon One. It’s the 
only gay leather bar in 
Key West, located behind 
Bourbon Street and 801 
Bourbon Bar. 

One thing you should 
know before embarking on a 
trip to Key West is that it’s a 
great place to get naked. The 
incredible climate encourages 
many to head to a clothing-
optional resort or to the beach 
and strip down. There’s also a 
watering hole for you brazen 
exhibitionists. Garden of Eden 
is the only clothing-optional 
bar on Duval Street. The ven-
ue, located above the Bull & 
Whistle Bar attracts an eclectic 
crowd. Just be sure to leave 
your modesty at the door.

Ladies looking to mingle 
with other fine ladies head to 
Pearl’s. This is a tropical-themed lesbian 
bar featuring amazing specialty drinks 
like the “Cosmopearlitan” and “Pearl’s 
Passion.” Want to keep the party going 

TraveL

By Jon FairBankS
Gaytravel.com
This popular Florida resort town was the 
first to pursue the LGBT dollar and it con-
tinues to be one of the top gay destinations 
in the United States. An inspirational hav-
en for writers such as Tennessee Williams 
and Truman Capote, Key West is paradise 
for the queer literary or history buff. In 
June, thousands of gay and lesbian trav-
elers from around the world are caught in 
this intoxicating tourist trap. The occasion? 
PrideFest Key West! 

From gay dance parties and drag 
shows to street fairs, the atmosphere dur-
ing PrideFest is amped up beyond belief 
and it’s an experience not to be missed. 
This year, the festivities kick off on June 6 
beginning with a pride luncheon with Erin 
Davies, Pride Grand Marshal and the cre-
ator of FagBug. The FagBug campaign be-
gan when Davies’ Volkswagen Beetle was 
vandalized with homophobic slurs. In re-
sponse, Davies decided to travel the coun-
try in the car to help bring awareness to 
gay issues. She also filmed and produced 
a documentary based on the experience.

Every day in Key West feels like a pride celebration! 
The Miss, Ms. and Mr. Pride competi-

tions are always hits. The contestants are 
judged on looks, talent and most impor-
tantly, personality! The pageants may be 
high-pressure on high-heels for the final-

ists but they’re a lot of laughs for the audi-
ence.

On Saturday, June 9, wake up bright 
and early and take part in the annual GLCC 
Pride Ride. It’s a great opportunity to trek 
across the island with hundreds of other 
proud cyclists of all ages. When you’ve fin-
ished your morning exercise, head over to 
the KW Pride Street Fair. Bars, restaurants 
and shops between the 700 and 900 blocks 
of Duval Street show off their goods, set 
to beats offered by popular DJs including 
Nick Hatziantonio and Edwin Lucas. 

If you’re heading to Key West for the 
first time, you have to hop on the Gay KW 
Trolley Tour. It’s a fabulous way to experi-
ence the city “with a gay twist.” The tour 
lasts about an hour and includes stops at 
mainstream and gay historic spots, nar-
rated by experienced guides.

After a day of biking, shopping and 
sightseeing, head over to the Waterfront 
Playhouse and enjoy “Fruit Fly,” a one man 
show hosted by one of the most hilarious 
‘mos in the business, Leslie Jordan. The 
show dives into Jordan’s childhood memo-
ries, more recent adventures and asks the 
age-old question, “Do gay men really be-
come their mothers?”

Sunday evening it’s all about the main 
event, the Key West Pride Parade. Revel-
ers descend on Duval Street for an elabo-
rate, colorful and flamboyant celebration. 
The parade begins at 5 p.m. and ends 
around 7 p.m., followed by drunken, exu-
berant partying spilling over into the sur-
rounding gay bars.

Most of Key West’s gay bars are locat-

LGBT
PRIDE 
RIDE

SAVE THE AIRFARE:  
start your vacation close to home

Includes live music, food, 
entertainment, Private Cocktail 

Party, Champagne & Strawberries, 
Q&A and Book Signing with famous 
gay author John Simpson, special 

performance by LOGO chart-topper, 
Tom Goss, & more!

layaway & roommate matching avail.
BOOK NOW FOR BEST RATE

443-420-SAIL
CruiseWithAGroup.com

You’ll visit:
Grand Turk, 
Turks and 

Caicos
Half Moon Cay, 
the Bahamas

Freeport, 
the Bahamas

Cruise from Baltimore!
September 23-30

after closing time? 
There’s a clothing-
optional bed and 
breakfast attached 
to the bar. Be sure 
to make your reser-
vation well before 
PrideFest.

You don’t have 
to take your clothes 

off to have a good time in Key West, oh no, 
especially during PrideFest. During this 
week, attending one of the popular pool 
parties is a must. Big Ruby’s, Pearl’s and 
Kwest are just a few of the venues host-
ing pride poolside soirees. In addition to 
great drinks and scantily clad hotties, there 
are also contests and incredible live per-
formances.

Whether you’re looking for a pride ex-
perience that’s balls to the wall or looking 
for a relaxing dream gay beach getaway, 
Key West will not disappoint! When you 

leave this homo-utopia, you’ll understand 
why the city’s motto “One Human Family” 
applies not just during PrideFest, but all 
year round. t
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www.mariluna.com | 410.637.8013
dining | carry out | private events | catering 
1225 cathedral street | baltimore, md 21201

• Private Room
• Dance Floor
• Full Bar
• Lounge Seating
• PA System

Now booking for Holiday Parties, 
Happy Hours & Corporate events.

O
serfecR srivate sarty

awaiting 
new copy

It’s once again time for the menus to start 
changing at restaurants since a new sea-
son is upon us. The Capital Grille has 
launched its spring “Plates” 
menu, featuring three new 
selections that are perfect for 
the season: Asparagus Soup, 
Shrimp and Piquillo Peppers 
with Crisp Bomba Rice and 
Grilled Spring Vegetables. As 
always, guests of The Capital 
Grille can customize 
their lunch, choos-
ing from nine “plates” 
offerings – soup or 
salad, sandwich and 
a side – all for $18.

According to Ex-
ecutive Chef Michael 
Lindsey, it’s out with 
the cold! “The new 
spring ‘Plates’ lunch 
menu really highlights 
some of the crisp, garden-
fresh ingredients that are 
in-season now. 

 Before sampling the 
new items on the spring 
Plates menu, what better 
way than to sip on a fresh 
Squeezed Mint Lemonade 
(brings back childhood memories). Fresh 
asparagus is the quintessential spring veg-

etable, and it stars in the Asparagus Soup. 
Some may be turned off by the color but 
don’t let deter you. The flavors and con-
sistency make this rich and smooth soup 
enjoyable.

 For a sweet and spicy kick, try the 
Shrimp and Piquillo Peppers with Crisp 
Bomba Rice. This dish is full of texture and 
flavors that will have you licking the plate 
clean – but be careful because it is served 
in its own cast iron skillet that it is cooked 
in. The kick doesn’t overpower the flavors 
of the pepper, shrimp and rice combina-
tion.

 They are also offering side dishes 
made with the freshest spring ingredients, 
like the Grilled Spring Vegetables, and 

French Green Beans, 
both light and refresh-
ing additions to any of 
the lunch entrée se-
lections.

 You can also find 
some of their tried and 
true favorites on the 
menu like the Clam 
Chowder, Mini Ten-

derloins sandwiches, Lobster 
Roll and the Truffle Fries.

 For guests with a limited 
amount of time at lunch, the 
Capital Grille ensures they can 
enjoy the personalized service 
and cuisine that characterize 

a Capital Grille dining 
experience and still be 
on their way in about 
45 minutes. Guests can 
also dine on the tradi-
tional lunch favorites 
like French Onion Soup, 
The Grille’s Signature 
Cheeseburger, Rib eye 
Steak Sandwich with 
Caramelized Onions and 

Havarti or the Lobster and Crab Burger, 
among other classics. t

DininG

Adventures
in Baltimore 

Jessica Lemmo
Restaurants

The Capital Grille Baltimore
500 East Pratt Street
Baltimore, MD 21202
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While the six o’clock news played in the 
background, I sat down at the bar at the 
Baltimore Eagle with one of the area’s 
newest leather titleholders: Mid-Atlantic 
LeatherSIR 2012, Edward Woodward. It 
seemed only fitting to conduct my inter-
view with Sir Edd at the Baltimore Eagle 
because for this leather titleholder who is 
only just beginning his leather journey, the 
Baltimore Eagle is where it all began. 

He is a local man. Born and raised in 
South Baltimore- “back when it was South 
Baltimore and not Federal Hill.” He started 
working at the Baltimore Eagle four years 
ago. He always had a fondness for leather, 
had viewed the “educational videos,” had 

looked through drummer and bound & 
Gagged magazines. Working at the Balti-
more Eagle in the Leather Store and as a 
bartender brought the leather world to life 
for him. 

He met many wonderful people work-
ing there and became an associate mem-
ber of the ShipMates 
Club of Baltimore 
whose home bar is 
the Baltimore Eagle. 
As time passed, 
he realized that he 
wanted to do more 
for the Leather Com-
munity. In 2009, he 
ran for the title of Mr. 
Maryland Leather. 
Although he was not 
selected for the title, 
it was an enjoyable 
experience for him. 
Inspired by past Mid-
Atlantic LeatheSIR 
titleholders Sir Andy 
Chmielowski-Liu and 
Sir John Krikorian, 
Edd decided to en-
ter the Mid-Atlantic 
LeatherSIR 2012 Contest. It was easy to 
see that he has not stopped smiling since 
being award the title. 

The biggest requirement of the Mid-At-

lantic LeatherSIR title is to represent this 
area at the International LeatherSIR Con-
test being held this year on July 26-29 in 
San Francisco. Having never been to San 
Francisco before, Sir Edd is really excited! 
He also cannot wait to attend the Leather 
Community’s popular Dore Alley Fair: “Up 

Your Alley” which 
will also be held in 
San Francisco that 
weekend. Other re-
quirements of the 
title include helping 
sell advertisements 
for the program at 
both the contest in 
San Francisco as 
well as for Balti-
more’s “12 Days of 
Christmas” at the 
Hippo in December 
and raising money 
for charities and the 
Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Family travel fund. 
On his way to the In-
ternational Leather-
SIR Contest he will 
be stopping off in 

Denver first to attend his niece’s wedding. 
It should be quite a trip going down the 
aisle and up the alley in the same week! 

I asked what he plans to do to pre-
pare himself for the International Leath-
erSIR Contest. He is not sure if he plans 
to use the same on stage fantasy as he 
performed at Mid-Atlantic. A big grin came 
across his face as he added that he has 
another fantasy idea in mind, but he needs 
to speak to Mid-Atlantic Leatherboy 2012 
boy john urso about it. For the most part 
he plans to get out there and meet as 
many people as possible. He plans to 
be at CLAW (Cleveland Leather Aware-
ness Weekend) on April 26 to 29 and has 
started hosting Leather Tuesdays at the 
Baltimore Eagle with happy hour rail and 
domestic beer prices for those in leather. 
He also has some fun ideas for games at 
bar nights. He gave me a typed list which 
included such items as “Pin the boy” (one 
boy, 1,000 clothes pins), “Coin Stretch” 
(One boy with a plastic bucket attached – 
and not to his hand – collecting as much 
change as possible in the bucket), and “Bid 
Off the Underwear (a live auction with un-
derwear models). 

Along with raising money for charities, 
he hopes to promote the Leather Com-
munity and to educate. I asked him what 
he thought it takes to be a good Sir. He 
feels that a Leather Sir should be “stable, 
compassionate, have lots of integrity, be 
knowledgeable, and a little sadistic.” He 
added that he presented his boy with a 
temporary collar in October and a perma-

Meet Mid-
Atlantic 
LeatherSIR 2012

a s  w e  c e l e b r a t e 38
o f  s e r v i c e  t o  B a l t i m o r e

y e a r s

SHIPMATES
C L U B  O F  B A L T I M O R E

T H E

april 20-22, 2012
B a l t i m o r e ,  M a r y l a n d

F O R  T I C K E T S  &  I N F O M A T I O N  V I S I T

W W W . S H I P M A T E S C L U B . C O M

P L E A S E  J O I N

nent collar two weeks ago. Yes, I think this 
new leather titleholder’s journey is off to a 
good start!  

I am also excited to report that a new 
local leather title is getting ready to start. 
You will want to be at Leon’s Leather 
Lounge on Saturday, May 19 at 10 p.m. for 
the Mr. Triple L. Leather 2012 Contest host-
ed by Bob Rose. It will be a short and fun 
contest. (I think that is the first time I have 
ever used short and fun in the same sen-
tence….) There will be no off stage inter-
view, no long applications, and this contest 
will not be a feeder to any other contest. If 
interested send your contact information to 
butchdup@aol.com. You heard it here first 
folks. This late breaking information didn’t 
make the six o’clock news! t

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST BARS IN BALTIMORE 2010

Baltimore’s Best Happy Hour 

Triple LLL
Leon’s LeaTher Lounge
227 W. Chase St.  410-539-4850 
www.LeonsLeatherLounge.com

Monday’s
ToM reyes Jazz JaM 8pM

Wednesdays
KaraoKe 8 To MidnighT

Thursdays
Trivia nighTLeon’s 870 Park Avenue   410.539.4993

May 12 @ 10 p.M.

Miss. Leon’s Contest
May 19 @ 10 p.M.

Mr. Triple L Leather Man Contest

May 12 @ 10 p.M.

Miss. Leon’s Contest
May 19 @ 10 p.M.

Mr. Triple L Leather Man Contest

He also has some fun 
ideas for games at 

bar nights – “Pin the 
boy” (one boy, 1,000 
clothes pins), “Coin 
Stretch” (One boy 

with a plastic bucket 
attached – and not to 
his hand – collecting 
as much change as 

possible), and “Bid Off 
the Underwear”

edward Woodward, Mid-
atlantic LeatherSir 2012



BaLTiMore oUTLoUD  APRIL 20, 2012  •  baLtimoreoutLoud.com  t  25 

Community Bulletin Board
Now – December
Baltimore Farmers’ Market & Bazaar
Every Sunday underneath the Jones Falls Expressway 
at Holliday & Saratoga streets. While strolling through 
Maryland’s largest producers-only market, shoppers can 
revel at the sight of a vast quantity of foods, including 
crisp fruits and vegetables, poultry, seafood, beef, pork, 
lamb, bison, goat, rabbit, fresh baked goods, flavorful 
herbs and organically raised and produced milk, yogurt, 
butter, eggs and cheese products. Underneath the Jones 
Falls Expressway at Holliday & Saratoga streets  7:00 
a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Now
The National Aquarium
Happy Feet Dances into the National Aquarium’s 4D Theater 
for Special Engagement. Put on your dancing shoes and tap 
into adventure with Mumble and friends in Happy Feet 4D 
Experience!  When his colony of emperor penguins is faced 
with a mysterious fish famine, Mumble sets off on an exciting 
journey to find the cause making friends along the way and 
discovering that being true to yourself is a good thing. The 
family fun, 15-minute immersive experience is shown in the 
National Aquarium’s Immersion Theater featuring digital 3D 
and enhanced with 4D multi-sensory effects such as wind, 
snow, scents and more. National Aquarium 501 E. Pratt 
Street Baltimore, MD 21202 Shows daily $4 with purchase of 
admission ticket to the Aquarium online or at the admissions 
window. Visit www.aqua.org or call 410-576-3800.

Now - May 20
Spotlighters Theatre
Hello, Dolly! - A Muscial 
Comedy. An ebullient and 
irresistible musical about the 
joy of living, glittering with 
happy songs, shining with 
loving scenes, and alive with 
the personality of one of the 
most fabulous characters on the 
musical stage. It is the story of 
Mrs. Dolly Levi’s efforts to marry 

Horace VanderGelder, the well-known half-a-millionaire, 
and send his money circulating among the people like 
rainwater, the way her late husband, Ephraim Levi, taught 
her. Along the way, Dolly creates matches for Irene Molloy 
and Cornelius Hackl, Barnaby Tucker and Minne Fay, and 
young Ambrose and Ermengarde. Spotlighters Theatre 
- 817 Saint Paul Street - Baltimore, MD 21202 Friday and 
Saturday at 8:00p.m. - Sunday at 2:00p.m. TEN SPOT 
Thursday --- All tickets $10 Regular Tickets are $20, Seniors 
(60+) $18, and Students $16 and may be purchased online 
at TicketTurtle Group Rates available - call 410-752-1225 
orTickets@spotlighters.org. BENEFIT for COMMAND, MC 
- Thursday, May 3, 2012

April 21
Fell’s Point Privateer Day  
& Pyrate Invasion Pub Crawl
The Fell’s Point Privateer Day kicks off. with a huge 
assortment of activities and attractions throughout the day 
along historic Fell’s Point Main Street. From Thames Street 
Park and Ann Street Pier to Broadway Square, Broadway Pier 
and Bond Street Wharf there will be something for everyone 
when it comes to Privateer Day. There will be a live pirate 
battle with the actors of the Valhalla’s Pirate Crew, live 
pirate music Starts at 11:00 a.m.   FREE! Then, at 6:00 p.m. 
adults can enjoy the 8th Annual Pyrate Invasion pub crawl 
throughout 20 bars and pubs in Fell’s Point. For $5 you can 
get a commemorative 2012 Pyrate Invasion pin that will get 
you some great deals at these 20 bars throughout the city.

April 21
Play for the Feast 2012 Fundraiser  
for Moveable Feast
An evening of casino-style games, food, and fun in the 
games room of the glamorous Silo Point Condominiums 
building. In addition to the games, Play for the Feast features 
a 50-50 raffle, silent auction, and delicious foods by some 
of Maryland’s most exciting purveyors and chefs. All 
proceeds benefit Moveable Feast. Silo Point – Games Room 
1200 Steuart Street Baltimore, MD 21230 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 
p.m. $15, includes food and beverages plus 3 chances for 
the 50/50 raffle CONTACT INFO: 443-866-6365 or 
PlayfortheFeast@gmail.com

April 22
The First & Franklin Street Presbyterian Church
will host sections of the  AIDS Memorial Quilt .The final day to 
view the portion of the quilt. This 54-ton, handmade tapestry 
that stands as a memorial to more than 90,000 individuals 
Reid Memorial Chapel. 210 W. Madison Street Baltimore 
21201 410-728-5545 12:00 p.m. till 2:00 p.m.

April 26 
Kids Night on Broadway
Mary Poppins will be participating in the Kids Night 
on Broadway at the Hippodrome! Buy 1 get one ticket 
(BOGO) offer . Pre Show activity in the M&T Bank Pavilion 
opening  at 6:30p.m. and includes*: • Cookie Decorating 
• Candy Buffet with Spoon full of sugar • Kite Making • 
Temporary Tattoos Hippodrome Theatre 12 North Eutaw 
Street Baltimore, MD 21201 7:30 p.m. performance Visit: 
http://www.ticketmaster.com/venueartist/172363/
1320016?brand=baa?&CAMEFROM=CFC_BAABAL_DMP_
HIPP Or Call: 410.547.SEAT And use code “KNOB”

April 28
ClancyWorks in Concert:  
10 Years in the Making
 ClancyWorks Dance Company presents an evening of 
original choreography  at Baltimore Theater Project.   This 
evening‐length concert, part of the 10th anniversary season 
of ClancyWorks, is a clear continuation of the mission of the 
company. It will feature students from residencies at George 
Washington Carver Center for Arts and Technology and 
Patapsco High School and Center for the Arts, a performance 
by The Collective, a Baltimore‐based dance company, 
and some of Clancy’s original works that span the 10‐year 
existence of the company. Baltimore Theater Project, 45 
West Preston Street, Baltimore, MD 21201 April 28 at 8:00 
p.m. April 29 at 3:00 p.m. Tickets  $20 General Admission; 
$15 Seniors, Teachers, Artists; $10 Students visit www.
theatreproject.org or call (410) 752‐8558.

April 29
Trans-Siberian 
Orchestra: Beethoven’s 
Last Night 2012
Come experience the tale 
of Beethoven’s last night on 
earth! 1st Mariner Arena 201 
W. Baltimore Street Baltimore, 
MD 21201 Times: 8:00 p.m. 

Tickets Are On Sale Now: Ticketmaster.com Tickets prices 
are $39, $49, $59

May 3-4
Tyler Perry’s Madea 
Gets A Job
In this performance, hard 
times (and the judge) 
caught up with Madea 

and she is forced to come out of retirement to go to work. 
Remember, since she is still on probation, Madea is not a star 
candidate for employment- no way, no how. In Tyler Perry’s 
“Madea Gets a Job”, Madea comes to the forefront of what 
many Americans need today- a JOB!!! Are you kiddin’ me? 
Madea? A job? And at a nursing home? OMG! Her employer 
will never be the same after one day on the job with Madea. 
1st Mariner Arena 201 W. Baltimore Street Baltimore, MD 21201 
Times: 8:00 p.m. Tickets Are On Sale Now: Ticketmaster.com 
Tickets prices are

May 5
Books for Kids Day
Books For Kids Day is a massive book drive event that 
Baltimore Reads has been doing for 16 years. We collect 
books all day for our Book Bank where we have given away 
1.6 million since our doors have open to children, families, 
teachers, organizations, and head start programs. Donate 
your new and gently used children’s books to benefit the 
Baltimore Reads Book Bank, because every child deserves a 
bedtime story… Poly-Western High School Parking Lot 9:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. www.BooksForKidsDay.org

May 7
Second Annual HIV Behavioral Surveillance 
Community Meeting
Hosted by the Maryland Department of Health and 
Mental Hygiene, Infectious Disease and Environmental 
Health Administration, Center for HIV Surveillance and 
Epidemiology and the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health, Department of Health, Behavior and Society 
This meeting is followed by lunch at 12:30 p.m. and the IDEHA 
Central RAC (Regional Advisory Committee) meeting at 
1:00.  You are invited to stay for the afternoon program.  
NEBO Christian Ministries, 240 N. Franklintown Rd, 
Baltimore, MD 21223 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  Please RSVP by 
May 3rd with Dionna Robinson at DRobinson1@dhmh.state.
md.us  or 410-767-0605.

The Emerging New Economy
The challenge is urgent: we need to build a more equitable 
&more sustainable world. And to do so, we need an economic 
system designed to work for the common good instead of a 
system designed tomaximize corporate profits. Speakers will 
Gar Alperovitz, Jamie Raskin, & Daphne Wysham. 2640 St. 
Paul St. 7:00 p.m. Free

May 12
Govans Spring Fest
Featuring live music, a flea market, and craft and bake sale. 
There will be bedding plants and hanging baskets as well as 
the opportunity for children to make their mother a Mother’s 
Day gift. Flea Market Vendors may rent a table for $15 in 
advance, $20 the day of the event. Contact Judy Western 
(ljwesterns@yahoo.com) about renting a table at the flea 
market. Contact DeAnne Byerly (dlbyerly@comcast.net) or 
Kit Clark (baltokit@mris.com) to volunteer or with questions. 
Govans Presbyterian Church 5828 York Road Baltimore, MD 
21212 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Send your information for 
upcoming events to 

calander@baltimoreoutloud.com
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Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

Brad’s Special 
Touch

www.specialtouchmassage.com

Enjoy a hot full body/full satisfaction massage  
in your home, hotel or my waterfront studio.

MC/VISA WELCOME • 443.695.0141

 CLeaninG  BookS & GiFTS SUpporT GroUp

WHEN U WONT SETTLE FOR LESS...

spring cleaning special
Call Michael for Free Phone Quotes
410.426.1628

Gerry Fisher
Life Coach

Get Unstuck
...at work, in love, for life!

www.BaltimoreLifeCoachGerry.com

410-949-7888 
Baltimore office

Meadow Mill, Hampden

GerryCoach@comcast.net

 CoUnSeLinG

 MaSSaGe phoToGraphy

 ConSULTinG

Strategic Management 
Consulting, LLC, a certified 
MBE, ensures non-profits, 

small businesses, and other 
groups run more efficiently 

in order to accomplish their 
goals effectively.

Odette Ramos 
Founder, President and CEO

www.strategicmgmt.net
 443.801.8137

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTING

Strategic Planning Implementation, and  
Problem Solving = Strategic Results

 LaWn

Westminster- 

Carroll County

Chapter

Parents, Families, and Friends
of Lesbians and Gays

www.pflagwcc.org
MovinG EquaLity Forward 

Call us at 410-861-0488

Lawn Master 
You grow i t  We mow i t 

• All Yard Work 
• Trees and Shrubs Pruned 
• Leaf and Debris Removal 

• Winter Residential Snow Removal

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

Call Jamie 443-913-6575

C&J Handyman Services 

NO JOb tO Small

• Roofing  • Painting 

• Gutters & Downspouts Cleaned 

• Trash Removal 

• All Around the House Jobs

 hanDyMan 
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 aTTorney  TaX ServiCeS  TraveL

 FinanCiaL  eLeCTriCian

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

CaLL 410-244-6780 To aDverTiSe.

Professional services

 peT Care  phoToGraphy

Free photography 
for LGBT events. 
Special rates 
for models and 
entertainers. 
Complete 
discretion for 
personal photos. 
Images for all your 
photographic needs 
and fund-raising 
opportunities. 
jaywphotos@
comcast.net 
410-952-6724

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.
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