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GLCCB Announces 2016 
Pride Dates

positive message will go a long way.
Be kinder. We all get frustrated and up-

set on occasion, but the energy that we put 
out into the world tends to have a domino ef-
fect; the person you yelled at in traffic might 
take their frustrations out on a waiter/wait-
ress, who will then go home and yell at his/
her roommate or significant other because 
they had a bad day, and then they will be 
frustrated because they react to the negativi-
ty that’s been forced upon them. On and on it 
goes, with the web of hostility growing larger 

us to harness this 
momentum and fol-
low-through. We look 
forward to hosting 
our next town hall 
event in spring 2016 
to hear from the com-
munity about how we 
have done in this first 
phase of change.”

To learn more 
about the Pride plan-
ning process, or for 
questions please 
email info@glccb.
org or call 410-777-
8145. 

The first Pride 
committee meeting 
will take place on 
Wednesday, Decem-
ber 16, 2015, from 
6:30 to 8:30 pm at 

the GLCCB at 1000 Cathedral Street in 
Baltimore.

bill redmond-Palmer is a longtime 
community advocate for HiV / aidS, inter-
faith, and sexual- and gender minority-re-
lated issues. t
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—continued on page 3

over $6,000 being spent on t-shirts, how-
ever since the staff person responsible for 
Pride in 2015 is no longer employed by the 
GLCCB, much of this was based on spec-
ulation.

During the open mike portion of the 
meeting, a number of community members 
expressed concerns that the planning pro-
cess for Pride in 2015 had not been suc-
cessful at engaging the support, energy 
and participation of the community. 

For example, while community mem-
bers and organizations were repeatedly 
told they should just come to Pride plan-
ning meetings to provide input, when they 
did, they were essentially told what would 
be happening and who would be doing it, 
as opposed to being invited to be part of 
the process and planning. In response to 
these concerns, the GLCCB leadership 
has committed to an open and inclusive 

process for planning 
pride this year, and 
welcomed all com-
munity members in-
terested in being part 
of the process to join 
the Pride Committee. 

This fit together 
with an overall mes-
sage of being open 
to input and making a 
concerted effort to lis-
ten to the community 
more effectively.

When speaking of 
the town hall meeting, 
GLCCB board presi-
dent and acting exec-
utive director Jabari 
Lyles said “Perhaps 
the biggest success 
and largest take away 
for me was hearing 
community members say, ‘I am willing to 
help.’ Community buy-in is, and should 
always be, our most valuable asset, and 
to have people become re-inspired and 
recommitted to our mission at this point 
in our history is priceless. It is now up to 
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one thing you like about the holidays. Not 
everyone celebrates Christmas and we re-
spect and love all our readers wherever they 
are whomever they are but we can all agree 
that another year is ending and a new one 
beginning and it’s time to start celebrating, 

being proud and 
spreading love 
and compassion. 

F o r 
m a n y 
p e o p l e , 

Christmas is a time of sorrow. 
Many may not have enough extra mon-
ey to buy gifts for loved ones and friends. 
The sadness they feel when they think of 
not spending time with the people they care 
about for various reasons. We have the abil-

By BILL REDMOnD-PALMER
At a town hall meeting held in the communi-
ty room at Chase Brexton Health Services 
on November 10, the Gay, Lesbian, Bisex-
ual and Transgender Community Center of 
Baltimore and Central Maryland (GLCCB) 
gave an update on the financial results of 
the 2015 Pride Festival, and announced 
the dates for the 2016 Pride Festival, to be 
held on the weekend of 23 and 24 July. 

While the community feedback on hold-
ing Pride in July was mixed, these dates 
are official and confirmed with the City of 
Baltimore.

The reported total revenue for Pride 
2015 was $49,402 which was $58,040 less 
that the projected income presented to the 
GLCCB Board in the Pride budget in Jan-
uary 2015, and was $4,598 less than the 
profit from Pride 2014. Pride expenses ex-
ceeded the projected budget by more than 
$20,000, and Pride income was more than 
$37,000 under budget. 

There were several suggested reasons 
offered for these discrepancies, including 

the ability, donate just five dollars to a char-
ity that you feel strongly about. I guarantee 
once your done you will sit back and say to 
yourself, “I just did a good thing.” Take a mo-
ment to call a loved one or friend you haven’t 
spoken to in awhile and wish them well. And 
if you’re like many people I know who live 
and breathe by your smart phones; its okay 
we understand, and then by all means use 
your social media apps to send a message. 
For all you metrosexuals out there you can 
send a message, once you’re done getting 
it together and the mirror approves. A short 

 OUT

ity to spread joy to others and 
make the world a better place 
by doing little small things have 
a big impact. We are proud 
LGBT individuals. If you have 

Why Christmas is 
Perfect for LGBT

By DALE GIsh
First let me start by saying congratulations 
to everyone who reads this. It’s been a year 
filled with so much happening in the world 
and hallelujah we have made it this far again. 
Pat yourself on the back, take a bow, 
do a curtsy, high five, jump up and 
down or do whatever you do when 
something is awesome. I person-
ally love the Christmas season, 
next to Halloween of course, 
because we get to be a little 
freaky along with everyone 
else. That will be another top-
ic for sure. It’s the time of year 
when around the world we get to spread 
love, happiness and joy. If you’re not a fan of 
Christmas then maybe we can help you find 

Members of the GLCCB board
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why ChRIsTMAs 
Is PERfECT fOR LGBT 
– continued from page 1 

and larger as it sweeps through the popula-
tion. I’m not saying we all don’t have issues 
and problems we face and have to deal with. 
This is our opportunity to show the world we 
have patience and know how to spread joy.

You didn’t think I was going to forget the 
shopping part and other fun stuff did you? 
Now I’m not saying that all LGBT persons 
have the shopping gene, who am I kidding, 
we know how to shop. Even the rugged guys 
and girls know how to find the best deals on 
cammo. In the wake of black Friday, there 
are deals everywhere all over the place. We 
grab whoever we can to go shopping for the 
holidays. Usually while wearing all the new 
clothes we purchased during Black Friday. 
And it’s good for small business because in 
between all the retailers we are stopping for 
coffee or cocktails at our local coffee shop 
or pub. And if you’re a homebody, alone or 
not alone, hopefully all snuggled up with 
something or someone doing all you’re 
shopping online, your taking advantage of 
the free shipping offered this time of year. 
If your fortunate to be a homeowner or one 
who hordes holidays accessories you know 

the deal, lookout. You know you have those 
two dozen boxes of Christmas stuff in stor-
age to put out but we always go shopping 
and are on the prowl for more. Hey we love 
to decorate. 

To wrap this up the point is that LGBT 
individuals get inspired by the holiday sea-
son. You can view the holidays as a bloated 
version of your normal to-do list, or you can 
think of this as a time when you tune in to 
what is actually kind of magical about your 
life. I’m not saying there aren’t awful things 
happening around the world or that what’s 
happening in your life is going to suddenly 
be resolved with the “I really have to deal 
with this again” vibe, even in the moments 
when it’s so much easier to resent ev-
erything, but we can spread a moment of 
happiness and joy to others. Whether your 
holiday tradition involves chowing down on 
turkey, luring a special someone under the 
mistletoe, or singing along to “White Christ-
mas,” it’s always important to remember 
it’s time to love the giver more than the gift. 
There are people in our lives who are worth 
the small effort, and people to whom we are 
worth the same. Let’s show the world that 
as LGBT individuals we know Christmas. 
That’s how we roll. Happy holidays to you 
all! t
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• Use PrEP.
She told baltimore outloud that “Ev-

erything is tied in.”
Holly Dawsey, a psychotherapist, ad-

dressed the behavioral aspects and emo-
tional implications of an HIV diagnosis, 
especially the feelings of hopelessness, 
depression, and isolation. She said, “Some 
people have mental health issues before 
their HIV diagnosis.” However, she as-
sured the participants of both her person-
al support and Kaiser’s support. “We are 
here to take care of the mind and the body. 
We offer both individual and group psycho-
therapy to support our members. We also 
offer chemical dependency counseling 
for those who have substance abuse dis-
orders which may complicate mental and 
physical wellness.” 

Due to the number of questions, the 
“Ask the Doctor” session ended 15 minutes 
later than planned. 

Dr. Kanno concluded that if it were up 
to her, she would like to see more HIV ed-
ucation take place in the middle schools 
because, “That’s where the interest about 
sex is likely going to begin within our ad-
olescents.” 

For more information about Kaiser Per-
manente go to Kaiserpermanente.org. t

By JOE GARvEy
Kaiser Permanente’s South Baltimore 
Medical Center in Halethorpe celebrated 
its first World AIDS Day on December 1st 
by hosting HIV testing prior to an “Ask the 
Doctor” session in the late afternoon. 

As patients, partners, and their guests 
registered, they were offered the opportu-
nity to submit anonymously any questions 
they had regarding HIV/AIDS. Questions 
were placed in a sealed box for discussion 
later in the evening. 

During registration Kaiser also offered 
numerous health notes and care instruc-
tions to all attendees, among them, “Ex-
posed to HIV? The Clock Is Ticking,” “Pre-
venting HIV in Men,” and “Learning How to 
Use a Male Condom.” 

A light dinner catered by Jays preced-
ed the panel discussion led by three Kaiser 
Permanente HIV/AIDS experts: Dr. Met-
tassebia Kanno, Dr. Mona Gahunia, and 
psychotherapist Holly Dawsey. 

Dr. Kanno welcomed everyone and im-
mediately began answering questions from 
the question box, as well as fielding ques-
tions from audience participants. 

Questions ranged from the efficacy 
of Truvada or Pre-exposure Prophylaxis, 
commonly referred to as PrEP, for people 
who do not have HIV; the possible side ef-
fects related to PrEP, such as toxicity asso-
ciated with kidney disease, informing your 
partner about your HIV status, to Charlie 
Sheen’s announcement to Matt Lauer that 
he has HIV. 

One participant felt that Sheen’s HIV 
revelation, “will help to reduce stigma 
when celebrities step forward.” Another 
participant said, “It’s wrong not to tell your 
partners.” 

Dr. Kanno noted that lots of her young-
er patients are asking her about PrEP. For 
anyone contemplating using PrEP, she 
recommended a four-layer strategy for 
protection: 

• Know you’re own and your partner’s 
HIV status

• Limit your number of sex partners
• Use condoms – even for oral sex

  nEws // LOCAL

Kaiser Permanente 
Celebrates its First 
World AIDS Day

Allison fisher Kaiser Permanente Intern

Follow Us On Twitter & Like Us On Facebook!

/BaltimoreOUTloud
/BaltOUTloud
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tance of Levine’s speech in Harrisburg on 
World AIDS Day. “It finally means we have 
a governor that takes HIV and AIDS seri-
ously,” said Jose de Marco, longtime orga-
nizer with ACT UP Philadelphia. De Mar-
co said the state should help health-care 
professionals prioritize screening patients 
for those who may be at risk of contracting 
HIV, especially people of color. He want-
ed doctors to talk to patients about op-
tions like pre-exposure prophylaxis, called 
PrEP, which has been shown to be effec-
tive at preventing HIV. “I’ve been around 
since the beginning of this epidemic,” de 
Marco said. “If there was a pill back then 
like PrEP, we’d all be screaming it from the 
rooftops. It’s really disappointing how few 
people know about this.” (Philadelphia Gay 
News – Paige cooperstein at epgn.com)

Religious 
colleges can 
discriminate 
against LGBT 
students

seattle, washington – Twenty-seven US 
colleges and universities can legally discrimi-
nate against LGBT students and staff, due to 
a loophole in Title IX of the Education Amend-
ments of 1972, and some of them are actively 
planning to expel transgender students. Per-

haps best 
known as 
the legal 
foundation 
for wom-
en’s college 
sports, Title 
IX forbids 
c o l l e g e s 
and univer-
sities that 
receive fed-
eral funds 
from ex-
cluding any-
one from 
p r o g r a m s 
and activ-

ities because of their sex. The language is 
currently being interpreted to protect LGBT 
individuals as well as women of any sexual 
orientation.

However, a loophole in the law allows any 
institution that is “controlled by a religious or-
ganization” to ignore Title IX if the nondiscrim-

Philly ACT UP 
urges governor 
to pledge to end 
AIDS

harrisburg, Pennsylvania – Dozens 
of activists from ACT UP Philadelphia 
boarded a bus December 1, World AIDS 
Day, for the two-hour ride to Harrisburg. 

They were on their way to hear Dr. Rachel 
Levine, physician general of Pennsylvania, 
speak on the state Health Department’s 
policy goals for HIV. The activists want 
Governor Wolf to commit to ending AIDS in 
Pennsylvania by 2020, a pledge that gov-
ernors in New York and Washington made 
for their states last year. Levine discussed 
issues that affect people living with HIV 
that Wolf has tackled since taking office, 
including eliminating the asset test to de-
termine eligibility for the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program, called SNAP, 
and increasing funding for the housing 
trust fund.

Jeff Sheridan, Wolf’s press secretary, 
told PGN he couldn’t offer a timeline for it 
or when the governor might commit to a 
pledge. He said the administration views 
Levine’s speech “as a way to raise aware-
ness about HIV/AIDS in Pennsylvania and 
continue the conversation as we move into 
the New Year.... This is something that’s 
hugely important to the governor,” Sheri-
dan said. 

ACT UP organizers said they do not 
anticipate Wolf making any formal commit-
ment regarding HIV/AIDS until the Repub-
lican-controlled legislature resolves issues 
over the state budget with Democrats and 
the governor. Still, they noted the impor-

was leader of the [Greater London Council] 
saying I’d been sodomized by six men in 
succession at a gay orgy. “The Tory par-
ty isn’t in a position where it can complain 
about dirty tactics; they’ve had decades of 
dirty tactics.” As leader of the GLC in the 
1980s, Mr. Livingstone pioneered a num-
ber of gay rights policies that were strong-
ly opposed by Conservative politicians at 
the time. He was ousted as mayor by Boris 
Johnson in 2008, and unsuccessfully ran 
again in 2012.

Though he might not have been sodom-
ized by six men, the former Mayor opened 
up to PinkNews about his experiences “be-
hind the bike-sheds” in 2006. He said: “In 
my school of two thousand boys, roughly 
a third, maybe a half of them, whilst nev-
er thinking of themselves as gay, engaged 
in sexual acts with other boys. We had no 
idea that what we were doing was any-
thing other than ‘naughty’ and something 
that our teachers frowned upon.” While 
running for Mayor in 2012, Mr. Livingstone 
has previously attacked the “hypocrisy” of 
some Tory MPs denouncing homosexual-
ity while they are indulging in it” He add-
ed: “he Labour [MPs] have all come out… 
as soon as Blair got in, if you came out 
as lesbian or gay you immediately got a 
job. “It was wonderful! You just knew the 
Tory party was riddled with it like every-
where else is.” t (PinkNews at http://www.
pinknews.co.uk/2015/12/03/watch-ken-
livingstone-denies-being-sodomised-by-
six-men-in-succession-at-gay-orgy/?utm_
source=PNFb&utm_medium=socia lF-
b&utm_campaign=PNFacebook)

compiled by Jim becker

BEyOnD ThE BELTwAy

ination provisions are not “consistent with the 
religious tenets of such organization.” That 
loophole has allowed 27 religious schools to 
get federal funds even though they refuse to 
comply with Title IX’s nondiscrimination lan-
guage. In all, the schools receive some $130 
million in federal research grants and student 
aid while reserving the right to discriminate 
against their students and staff.

Title IX waivers allowing religious schools 
to receive federal funds while still discriminat-
ing against students and staff were relatively 
rare until last year. Only a handful were re-
quested in the 1980s and 1990s, many by 
religious schools who wanted to ensure they 
could prevent women from being hired in 
leadership roles without running afoul of dis-
crimination laws. That changed in 2014 when 
the Obama administration issued guidance 
that the Title IX protection “extends to claims 
of discrimination based on gender identity 
or failure to conform to stereotypical notions 
of masculinity or femininity.” This year the 
administration went even further and ruled 
that Title IX also protects sexual orientation. 
“The trend of religiously affiliated, but public-
ly financed, colleges receiving exemptions 
from the U.S. Department of Education in 
order to discriminate against LGBT students 
and employees is disturbing,” attorney Paul 
Southwick told the column, and LGBT media 
organization. “While we are seeing increased 
protections for transgender, intersex and LGB 
students through Title IX, we are also seeing 
the protections of Title IX gutted at the very 
institutions where students need those pro-
tections the most.” (Seattle Gay News – mike 
andrew at Sgn.org)

Former London 
mayor denies 
being sodomized 
by six men

London, England – Former Mayor of 
London and Labour politician Ken Living-
stone has denied being “sodomized by six 
men” in a TV interview. The former Mayor 
of London made the claim while discussing 
political smear tactics, after David Camer-
on allegedly referred to those who oppose 
intervention in Syria as “terrorist sympa-
thizers”. 

Speaking to the BBC, Livingstone re-
called: “It’s a smear campaign that’s ab-
solutely typical of the Tories. “Don’t forget, 
you had Tory central office people wander-
ing around the newspapers back when I 

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

not a dream vacation

Ken
Livingston
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They have memories that they may not share. 
And, some of those memories include how 
holidays were (or weren’t) celebrated.

And, even if you’ve raised your children 
since birth, know that some of the traditions 
that are important to you, aren’t as meaning-
ful to your kids. Be open to change. Be flexi-
ble. And, be purposeful about explaining why 
we do the things we do. Above all else, don’t 
worry so much about the traditions that you 
forget to enjoy your family during these spe-
cial times. 

After all, the celebration of our many hol-
idays is meant to be just that – a celebration 
– one that is filled with love and hope and 
promise. 

Happy celebrating! t
rev. Kelly crenshaw is the mom of 16 ad-

opted kids, two biological kids, and guardian of 
one baby girl and foster mom of dozens. Kelly 
founded a K-12 day school where kids could 
have a safe, bully-free environment for learning. 
She is co-owner of a counselling agency that 
works with children and their families.  Feel free 
to send your parenting questions to her at pastor.
kelly@comcast.net.

Holiday traditions are important. No matter 
what holiday you celebrate, there are certain 
things that we come to expect. Thanksgiving 
in my family includes a turkey and a particular 
list of side dishes. I’m welcome to substitution 
for the minor things, but the major things are 
set in stone. One year, I decided to leave the 
Jello off the menu. I rationalized that nobody 
really likes it. I was wrong. There was mutiny. I 
haven’t forgotten it since. 

I don’t know about your household, but 
we’ve been really busy getting ready for 
Christmas. This becomes a hectic time of year. 
We have the shopping and wrapping and bak-
ing and decorating and cards. The list goes on 
and on. And, of course, we 
have our favorite Christmas 
traditions. 

In our family, for exam-
ple, we always have real 
trees. One is covered in 
white lights and has all of the 
ornaments we’ve collected 
throughout the years. I have 
a set of cross-stitch circles in 
gold, plastic frames that were 
given to me when I was in high school. They 
represent all of the interests I had at the time. 
And, there are the ones my parents gave me 
when I was a child. The kids all have orna-
ments that represent who they were as they 
grew up. That means that my blown glass 
spheres may sit next to Superman or Cinderel-

la. It is an eclec-
tic gathering of 
memories. 

Then, we 
have the oth-
er tree that is 
themed in blue. 
Originally, it 
was created 
when my oldest 

daughter’s husband planned to surprise her 
with a Christmas wedding. We decorated the 
tree specifically to give them a beautiful back-
drop for their vows. That backfired when the 
plans changed. They were married quite some 
time later, in Oregon, in May. We still decorate 
the tree and cherish the memory of what almost 
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happened that Christmas.
Other traditions include making candy cane 

cookies and snowman trees and even an inflat-
able Mickey Mouse. Because we have adopted 
older children, we have incorporated some of 
the traditions they remember, as well. Where 
we put Santa’s cookies and milk or how we co-
ordinate gifts have all grown out of the traditions 
that have come into our family over the years. 
We added small snowman themed trees on ei-
ther side of our front door to honor the tradition 
of one new family member. 

Some of the kids have balked at our tra-
ditions. One of the older boys, in particular, 
never had any decorations in his home. They 
never had special meals or Christmas cook-
ies. Santa never visited his home. So, for him, 
our traditions of Christmas lights and trees 
is a little overwhelming. He’s been with our 
family for almost 8 years now. And, this year, 
we’re starting to see that he’s starting to ap-
preciate what we share. 

As many in the LGBT family become adop-
tive parents of older children, we need to re-
member that our children have a background 
that we don’t necessarily know or understand. 

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Creating 
Traditions

Kelly’s 
Kids

By REv. KELLy CREnshAw
Kelly’s kids need your help. 
One of the kids still living at 
home has suggested that there 
be a change. Every year, for 
Christmas, our kids have a 
tradition. They go to the Dollar Store 
and buy a gift for each member of the 
family. I know this sounds 
kind of strange, but the 
kids love this plan. They 
enjoy finding the perfect 
gift for each family mem-
ber. And, it doesn’t break 
anyone’s bank account. 

Sometimes, the gifts 
are cute. One year, one of 
the kids gave Mom a ce-
ramic church figurine. She’s a 
pastor so that made sense. Reindeer 

Changing Traditions
antler headbands or toys have been 
popular choices. 

This year, one of the kids wants 
to change the plan. He wants to have 
each person draw a name from a hat. 
That way, each person will get one 

nice gift instead of a bunch of small ones. 
He thinks it’s a great 
idea. The other kids are 
divided. 

So, we need your 
help. Can you please 
email Kelly and let 
her know what you 
think? Do you think 
we should contin-
ue the tradition of 

Dollar Store gifts or should we draw 
names? Please help us decide! t 

pastor.kelly@comcast.net
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scared the hell out of me. There was a lot at 
stake: my siblings, my dad, my children, my 
friends, my faith, my future. There was a price 
to being “out” 20 years ago including never 
being legally married again, never be-
ing able to kiss the person I love 
in the open or to hold hands 
as we walked. But throwing 
caution to the wind, there 
really was no other choice; 
I came out and started to ex-
plore my new world. I have 
never looked back!

So after 21 years now, 
here is how things stacked 
up for me. My dad contin-
ues to be the first place I 
ever found unconditional love. My 
siblings, all three of them, no longer 
honor our birth connection, and nei-
ther does my son. 

My daughter is faithful, and we always 
joke about how good it is for her to be the 
only child. My faith has never let me down 
and grows stronger day by day, I’ve even 
found a wonderful faith community where lit-
erally everyone is celebrated and where I can 
grow and serve. Two years ago, I married the 
woman of my dreams. Who would have ever 
expected that could have happened? We’ve 
been together seventeen years now, and our 
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Health
Debbie Anne

Chat

Home for 
the Holidays

Somewhere, someone out there is wrestling 
with what going home for the holidays means 
for them now that they have come “out” and 
everything has changed. Have you ever re-
turned home after being away for a long trip 
and thought just how good it was to be home? 
That’s what I want to talk about. 

Like many of you, for me, going home for 
the holidays does not include the family of 
my origin, but rather includes those whom I 
now call family. I came out at the age of 40. I 
had been the unhappiest hetero-wannabe in 
recorded history. After my second divorce, I 
knew I could never go back to that dark hole 
again, and I decided that I would either be 
happy with a woman of my dreams, or I would 
be alone for the rest of my life. Either option 

Dear Friends,
We here at The Frederick Center want 

to thank you for your steady support and 
your contribution to the important progress 
that has taken place over the past year.

On the national front, 2015 saw the 
hard work and high hopes of tens of thou-
sands of individuals and organizations pay 
off when the United States Supreme Court 
declared Marriage Equality the law of the 
land. Locally 2015 offered progress that 
was out of the spotlight but just as equal 
importance, affecting the day-to-day lives 
of LGBTQ individuals and our community 
at large.

Some of the highlights of what we’ve 
been doing this past year:

• Sponsoring our Youth Group, which 
now serves approximately 200 adolescents 
and young adults. Weekly meetings typi-
cally include 30 young people who meet in 
a sympathetic environment for support, ed-
ucation, and skill-sharing, supported twice 
each month by a contracted licensed coun-
selor. The transgender/gender non-con-
forming group also continues to grow.

• Producing the fourth annual Frederick 
Pride at Carroll Creek Park that was at-
tended by thousands of individuals as well 
as supporting businesses despite torrential 
rain

• Distribution of approximately 100 HIV 
Home test kits ,free of charge, at a variety 
of events and venues

• Outreach partnerships with the Fred-
erick County Department of Health, Free 
State Legal, the Frederick Film Festival; 

“LGBTQ 101” presentations to organiza-
tions and government agencies, including 
Frederick County Public Schools; liaisons 
with the Frederick County Equity Partner-
ship and many other organizations, all 
of which put a human face on the local 
LGBTQ community

But, these are just the highlights, 
which alone represent hundreds of hours 
of time contributed by hundreds of local 
volunteers. And, frankly, we could have 
done more. Now more than ever, there’s a 
growing receptivity to LGBTQ issues. Now 
is the time to build a firm foundation for a 
solid future.

To do so, we need to raise $64,000 
to offset the costs of our programs, bro-
chures, meeting space, advertising, and 
speakers’ fees. We’re a 501(c)(3), and ex-
cept for an intern, there is no paid staff, 
your funds go directly into our local pro-
gramming, which you help to make possi-
ble with every dollar you give.

To lend your financial support you can 
go to thefrederickcenter.org or facebook.
com/TheFrederickCenter.  In doing so you 
will help to make central Maryland a better 
place to live for everyone in the LGBTQ 
community.

Thank you for your support and com-
mitment!

brian Walker, board chair; maureen 
connors, vice chair; adam debaugh, sec-
retary; Peter brehm, treasurer, liz barrett, 
Kristopher Fair, Katherine J. Jones, barba-
ra Kershner daniel, Steve Pippin, eugene 
Stanton: board of the Frederick center t

Frederick Center Celebrates Another Year

plans for the future are exciting. On top of all 
that, I was able to make a wonderful career 

out of serving my new community 
as an HIV/AIDS nurse, 
and I have a whole new 

circle of friends who are 
not only friends, but 

my new family.
I’m not say-

ing that losing 
most of my birth 
family was easy 

because it 
wasn’t, and I 
know some of 
you are going 

through that 
pain this Christmas. 

So, what I want to say 
to you is this, have faith 

that your new life will unfold 

in beautiful ways, that is what happens when 
we live in our own truth. Give the process and 
yourself some time, and never stop moving 
forward. 

P.S. If you’re standing still, you’ll get 
stuck. Never doubt that the family you make 
will be in every way real family. Stand tall in 
knowing who you are, and celebrate that. 

Find others that celebrate who you are; 
they are your family now. You’ll know who 
they are because you will feel that feeling of 
how good it is to be home when you are with 
them.

To all my readers, but especially to those 
who are hurting, may you find home for the 
holidays, and may it feel really good! t

debbie anne is a public-health nurse with 
Frederick county Health department in Fred-
erick, maryland. in 2014 she was awarded a 
Governor’s citation for her work with mary-
landers living with HiV/aidS.
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OUT In ThE vALLEy

These past few weeks have weighed heavi-
ly on all our hearts. A downed plane that we 
later find out was indeed bombed. Vicious at-
tacks in Beirut that killed dozens, the attacks 
in Paris and of course the recent 
mass shooting in California that 
shocked us all. I think it’s fair to 
say we are all shook by these 
events and what the results of 
such hate might mean for us 
moving forward as a nation. 

And then there is the reality 
of our life of faith as a December 
People. December people know the promise 
of faith. The hope that comes from knowing 
that God is in control. We will sing of the hope, 
peace, joy, and love that is ours. In the dark-

est of nights, the small light of one star shone 
bright enough to stand as a sign of God’s 
promise. That promise is our promise. It is that 
promise that keeps us and holds us fast in the 
midst of terror that abounds around us. At Ha-
nukah we remember the miracle of a light that 
shone for eight nights when there was only 
enough oil for one. At Christmas we remem-
ber the promise of One sent to bring hope to a 
people who lived in fear and an unsure future. 

The first-century world lived in terror as 
well. Remember the stories of Roman soldiers 
that wreaked havoc in Israel? Remember the 
King who ordered the senseless slaughter of 
untold numbers of baby boys so that the Mes-
siah would not survive? The world has known 
great terror in every generation and ours is 
no exception. But our faith reminds us that 
we are a people of Hope. When waters have 
raged around us, God parted the sea. When 
fear paralyzed us, Jesus calmed the waters. 

The reality is that we are God’s people. 
No matter how dark the world, how fearful 
our future may seem, we are a December 
People. Ours is the message of Hope, of 
Love, of Joy and most of all…Peace. So let 
the songs ring out. Let the sights and sounds 
of December be loud and bright. This year, I 
need its message more than ever.

Never forget that we are December 
People. t

Ice 
Machine

L:aura Anderson

Beyond 
the

OUT In ThE vALLEy

“Mommy, is Laura your daddy?” The ques-
tion came from my three-year-old grand-
son. “Actually,” replied his surprised mom, 
“yes... Laura is my daddy.” For a moment, 
Liam quietly pondered the answer. It was 
obvious that even at his young age he was 
trying to process something that just did 
not seem quite right. 
Yet, it all added up – 
the clues were there 
and he arrived at the 
surprising conclu-
sion. Liam has never 
known me as any-
one other than Lau-
ra. Now he knows 
that somehow Laura, 
who is a woman, is 
also his granddad. 
No doubt, much 
more processing and 
pondering and many 
more questions are yet to come.

In their innocence and curiosity, chil-
dren probe their world, trying to make 
sense of the barrage of disparate data. A 
three-year old’s discovery that his grand-
dad is a woman might be confusing, even 
today. Those questions from children help 
provide a degree of order to surround-
ings that are bewildering. In an earlier 
article I wrote about my experience as a 
second-grade substitute teacher when a 
child asked me, not more than ten minutes 
into the day, if I was a boy or a girl. “Why 
do you ask?” I replied. “Because of your 
voice,” she said. Then I asked her what 
she thought. She said that she thought I 
was a girl. “Yes,” I answered, “I’m a lot like 
you.”

Throughout my transition my voice has 
been a constant concern. It has haunted 
me as a give-away of my gender past. 
Working with children both reassured me 
and also raised more consternation. One 
day a little third-grade boy asked me what 
was wrong with my voice. I told him that 
when I was younger I smoked a lot and 
my voice was ruined and that he should 
never, ever begin to smoke. He paused 

for a moment while looking at the ceiling 
and then asked, “Does that mean if a man 
smokes his voice will sound like a wom-
an?” Oh, I thought, how I wish. Two things 
had happened here. First, once again my 
voice was a point of discussion. But more 
importantly, it was clear that this little guy 
saw me as a woman with a man’s voice. In 
the overall scheme of things, I was okay 
with that.

The thoughts and ideas and then the 
questions of children are so revealing. 
A mom of a little five-year-old transgen-
der girl recently told me the story of her 
daughter’s wonderings. “Mommy,” she had 
asked, “when did you have your penis cut 
off?” In her mind, it was perfectly normal 
for little girls to have a penis and that she, 
just like her mom, would eventually have 
hers removed. She is a child of a new age 
where it is indeed normal for some little 

girls to have a penis 
or some little boys 
to have a vagina. 
Her mom honest-
ly told her that she 
never had one, but 
some girls do and 
not to worry – she 
can decide what to 
do about it when she 
is older. This wise 
mom was maintain-
ing the possibility 
that her daughter 
might decide to keep 

her penis. After all, it is no longer accept-
able for a penis or a vagina to define any-
one’s gender. 

So, how can we adequately address 
these questions from children about gen-
ders and identities and the varying gender 
roles we adopt? One way is through read-
ing aloud selected picture books to chil-
dren that may directly – or, perhaps more 
acceptably, indirectly – address these 
tough issues. As granddads become wom-
en or as classmates take on different gen-
der expressions, those around us do have 
questions and may indeed be confused. In 
an upcoming article we will examine some 
children’s books that may be helpful as we 
tackle these perplexing questions with our 
kids. t

laura anderson is an educator, author, 
researcher, parent, and granddad. Her years 
teaching in public school classrooms as male 
provided the foundation for her more recent 
role educating future teachers. living female 
for the past decade, she has come to appre-
ciate the privileges she once held – both male 
and cisgender – privileges now replaced with 
the fulfillment of living as her true self. 

Questions from 
Children

“A mom of a little five-
year-old transgender 

girl recently told me the 
story of her daughter’s 
wonderings. ‘Mommy,’ 
she had asked, ‘when 

did you have your penis 
cut off?’”

Spirit
Rev. Rob Apgar-Taylor

Speaks

December 
People
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QUALITy Of LIfE 

With networking and broadband speeds 
becoming common place in the home, the 
concept of home automation 
isn’t as farfetched and pricey 
as it once was. Home auto-
mation means that you can 
control devices in and around 
your home automatically and 
remotely.

Let’s break this down to something very 
simple before we get into the advanced 
stuff. Going to be working late? Why not get 
onto your smart phone or computer and tell 
your thermostat to not to turn up the heat 
just yet. That’s basic home automation and 
you can do that now. Companies like Nest 
Labs offer an affordable home thermo-
stat that easily replaces that old lever 
and knob and connects to your wire-
less home network and lets you con-
trol all of its functions from your smart 
phone or computer. But it gets even 
better. It learns your habits and uses 
sensors to know when you’re home 
and away. No more wasting money 
heating and cooling an empty house. 
Okay there’s money saved.

So let’s go a bit further. How about 
equipping all the lights in your house with 
automation capability so that you can con-
trol them too. You can be at the office or 
lying in bed at night and be able to turn 
on and off what you need to. Many pack-

aged home control systems offer the ability 
to create schedules so this is done auto-
matically for you. Okay there’s more mon-
ey saved. Now you have a smart home. 
Companies like Control4, HomeSeer and 
Crestron offer home automation systems 
that can be tailored as simple or advanced 
as you need based on budget and require-
ments. 

If you are tech savvy you can go online 
to many home automation retail websites 
and build your own system. You can start 
small and simple and expand as you go. 
And let me say that it can get pretty au-
tomated with versatile capabilities includ-
ing energy management, lighting systems, 
thermostats, window coverings, environ-

mental sensors, door locks, se-
curity cameras, entry sensors, 
driveway and garden as well as 
home theater integration.

Is it worth all the hype? I 
think so. How cool is it for my 

home to make sure all the lights are off, my 
garden watered, the garage door closed 
and the doors locked and the temperature 
lowered while I’m at the office saving me 
bucks. Then I can hit a button on my smart 
phone that tells my home automation sys-
tem that I’m leaving the office and on the 
way home all while it is gradually increas-

ing the interior tempera-
ture, turning 
my lights 
on and au-

tomatically dimming them to a cozy 60%, 
turning my home theater on to my favor-
ite channel and making sure my window 
blinds are where I like them. Yeah I will take 
that! Send your comments or questions to 
drtekk@baltimoreoutloud.com. t

Dr. Tekk
Dr. Tekk

Home 
Automation

Is all the hype 
worth it?
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life’s work as an organizer of social change. 
Indeed Steinem reveals that, if pressed to 
name the most important discovery of her 
life, it would be this portable community of 
talking circles, where “groups gather with 
all five senses and allow consciousness to 
change.” This is what Frederick Wiseman 
captured in his documentary, these groups 
gathering and speaking, and he offers them 
up to us in order to widen our own some-
times narrow vision. 

Make the effort to see in Jackson 
Heights for yourself. You will emerge from 
the theater wishing to see your own com-
munity in a deeper way, you will hear the 
streets singing, you will hunger to hear 
the vibrant stories going on behind all the 
closed doors, stories you cannot even be-
gin to imagine – and you will revel in the 
rich and hopeful glory of all that you do not 
know.

Message to The Charles – thank you, 
and keep the stories coming. t

reach the author at sagepiper340@
gmail.com.

sic which is palpable, especially when ex-
pressed through the lens of the 85-year-old 
iconic American documentarian Wiseman, 
who let his camera roll on 
the streets 12 hours a day for 
nine weeks in the summer of 
2014. What emerged is an in-
timate, complex, and moving 
portrait of the dynamic Amer-
ican reality – the raw power, 
boundless hope, and fierce pain and strug-
gle which embodies who we are – a nation 
continually shaped, reshaped, challenged, 
and beautified by its arriving immigrants. 

During filming Wiseman was allowed 
extraordinary access to all facets of life in 
Jackson Heights: community, political, and 
immigration meetings, religious ceremo-
nies, senior center afternoons, young activ-
ists battling gentrification, and businesses 
that run the gamut – vibrant local groceries, 
brow waxing, halal butcher shops – even a 
class at a taxi school (a hilarious scene well 

worth the price of admission). The camera 
glides as the residents go about their lives 
and tell their stories, and the absence of 
voiceover narration allows us to enter those 
circle of stories directly ourselves, to be a 
part of what Gloria Steinem describes as 
“the revolutionary act of listening to each 
other” in a surprisingly intimate and effec-
tive way. 

When I watched in Jackson Heights 
I had just finished Steinem’s new book 
my life on the road, and I was struck by 
the incredible power at the crossroads of 
these two works of art, mirror images of the 
same message. Steinem, a self-described 
modern-day nomad, wrote her book about 
travelling in America because it’s the place 
she “most needs to understand” Listening 
to the stories of the people along the way 

We are, as a species, addicted to the 
story. even when the body goes to sleep, 
the mind stays up all night, telling itself sto-
ries. –Jonathan Gottschall
As the world news grows increasing fore-
boding this season, I find myself focusing 
on my own expanding list of small pearls 
in my life for which I am keenly thankful – 
my “Unexpected 
Gratitude” list. 
Along with such 
disparate items 
as my daily cup 
of bracing Zeke’s 
coffee, the trem-
ulous sounds of a 
solitary musician 
at the Waverly 
Farmer’s Market, 
and the steamy 
warmth of air 
mixed with garlic 
and fresh boiling 
pasta at Grano’s 
Pasta Bar, The 
Charles consis-
tently finds itself 
high up on my list.

Early on a 
recent Sunday 
morning I found myself there, amidst a 
bleary-eyed but lively group of fellow en-
thusiasts, gamely fortified with the fresh 
bagels, cream cheese, and hot coffee pro-
vided on the popcorn counter, settling in to 
watch Jonathan Wiseman’s three-hour-plus 
documentary, in Jackson Heights. Ah, the 
power of stories…

The Queens neighborhood of Jackson 
Heights is one of the most ethnically di-
verse and culturally rich communities in the 
country – a neighborhood teeming with so-
cial and political energy and which boasts, 
at last count, 167 different languages. It has 
a large and thriving LGBTQ community and 
is represented by openly gay Councilman 
Danny Dromm, a man who embodies the 
flair and bravado of his beloved community. 
The streets vibrate with a pulse and mu-

Unexpected 
Gratitude

Beauty in the 
stories, beauty 
in The Charles

ThInKInG OUT LOUD 

Pointing
By Sage Piper
it Out

is the only way she has ever known to meet 
that lofty, yet fleeting, goal. For Wiseman, 
documenting these stories on film is his way 

to prod us all into that de-
licious place where we lis-
ten instead of talk, where 
we take in instead of di-
rect, where we empathize 
instead of judge. Both are 
striving to connect us, in 

and to our humanity.
The most powerful part of Steinem’s 

book for me details her birth of conscious-
ness during a two-year stay in India in the 
late 1950s. As a 22-year-old recent college 
graduate fleeing a broken engagement, 
she made the decision to forego the tra-
ditional Indian tourist modes of travel and 
instead explored the country by bus and 
then in the women-only third-class railway 
cars. She was thus introduced to the con-
nective “talking circles” of Indian women, 
sharing meals and life wisdom, and they 
treated her with generosity, fierce curiosi-
ty, honesty, and humor. Later taking part in 
talking circles of villagers, where the circle 
itself and not the hierarchy was the goal, 
and learning from the Ghandians that to be 
listened to you must also listen, these les-
sons became the foundation of the practical 
organizing wisdom on which she based her 

hail to The Charles
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Bi-
Lines

Nicole Bettis

LGBT people, myself included, often speak 
about the brilliant colors of the rainbow 
and the wonderfully diverse group of in-
dividuals it represents; however, our rain-
bow is commonly only in reference to the 
multiplicity represented under the queer 
umbrella, and not the ethnic variety delin-
eated within the LGBT community. When 
we are talking about gay issues, are we 
talking about issues that all gay people 
undergo or, just the issues that the major-
ities suffer? Although we do share many 
hindrances, there is a great deal of ones 
that we do not, and those are the ones that 
seem to always fall through the cracks.

Before I go any further, let me address 
the elephant in the room. Yes, there is rac-
ism within the LGBT community. There I 
said it. Just like in many other communi-
ties, sometimes it is very blatant and direct 
but often it so subtle that, one may think 
herself a bit paranoid for picking up on it. 
In any case, this problem has to be ad-
dressed and eradicated. We have to first, 
admit to ourselves that this problem does 
exist, without blaming each other, at this 

point it does not matter who is at fault, and 
pointing fingers will just divide us further. 
Then we need to figure out a solution that 
encompasses all of our wellbeing.

I should not have to wonder before I 
can choose to support an issue if, I am go-
ing to offend the black community or the 
gay one, but unfortunately I do. If you are 
pro racial equality but anti-LGBT rights, 
you do not want equality you want privi-
lege; one simply cannot genuinely want 
equality for one group of people and not 
the other, equality includes everyone. As 
a community, we do not address black, or 
for all intents and purposes, inclusive, gay 
issues enough; when we attempt to do so, 
it is not long into the conversation before 
we are accused of self segregating or rac-
ism. Why can we not openly talk about this 
stuff; without anger, fear, judgment or ridi-
cule from within our own community? 

I never understood how any person, 
who has ever faced the ugly reality of prej-
udice and/or inequality, could force it onto 
another. We know firsthand, how hard it 
can be; the scars it leaves. Yet, we tolerate 
and impose it on each other. If even one 
faction of who we are is not deemed as 
important and treated justly, then we have 
a huge, gaping hole in our plan for peace 
and equality. 

If the fact that we celebrate Gay Pride 
and also Black Gay Pride is not an indica-
tion or, evidence enough of an underlining 
issue within our community regarding race 
then, either you are not paying attention or 
you just do not really care, both are un-
acceptable. Are we really celebrating our 
differences or just categorizing and clas-
sifying them? When we can finally shed 
some light on this subject and have open, 
constructive conversations, where every-
one shares the common goals of peace, 
understanding and acceptance, we will all 
be able to heal and move forward. Maybe 
then, the gray area can shine just as bright 
as the rest of the rainbow. t

The Gray Area

“Are we really 
celebrating our 

differences or just 
categorizing and 

classifying them?”
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LIvELy ARTs // OUT ON STAGE

By TAvIsh fORsyTh
“Why are you telling me what I sleep with 
is more important than who I sleep with?” 
Sexual orientation is under attack in Fells 
Point Corner Theatre’s latest production 
cock by Mike Bartlett, directed by Steve 
Goldklang. 

Premiering in London in 2009, cock 
is a comedy that follows the turbulent 
relationships of a confused John, an in-
decisive, twentysomething, Englishmen 
who oscillates between contentment and 
dissatisfaction. John (David Shoemaker) 
leaves his long-term boyfriend M (Donald 
Charles), hooks up with W (Barbara Mad-
ison Hauck), and loses his heterosexual 
virginity. After falling in love with W, John is 
filled with confusion and considers getting 
back with M. The central conflict and three-
act structure of the play is 
analogized as a cock fight. 
While the title may not be 
very subtle, the play, the 
performance and the direc-
tion are certainly filled with 
nuance, and an unsettling 
message which forces the 
audience to consider the 
relationship between indi-
vidual decision and socie-
tal expectation. 

Pre-show, the stage is 
bare and vast. Ominous. 
Angry roosters are heard over the sound 
system. A mural of two cocks fighting cov-
ers the upstage wall. The stage left and 
right walls are splattered with blood, evi-
dence of a prior struggle and a foreshad-
owing of the fight to come. A red ring is 
painted on the stage’s center, an arena 
for combat. When the first act begins, the 
theatre silences as separate spotlights in-
dicate John and M who face the audience, 
stern and determined. Signaling round one, 
a bell is heard. The play’s three act struc-
ture is delineated by these stylized transi-
tions, spotlighting the respective “combat-
ants,” before the conflict begins. 

Interestingly cock’s staging is similar to 
that of improvisational theatre. Like improv, 
the stage is bare, save for a few chairs. 
The scenes are typically a short montage, 
the environment is imagined and the props 
are pantomimed – though somewhat lazily. 
Director Steve Goldklang uses minimalist 
design to keep focus on the actors and on 
the sexual war being played in the arena. 

Time is nonlinear in cock. The first act 
only features John and M, and sees their 
relationship dissolve. Ensuing is John’s 

attempt to rekindle the relationship, John’s 
confession that he has slept with a woman, 
and his desperate proposal to for M and W 
to sit down at a dinner. The second act fea-
tures John and W, and depicts their intro-
duction shortly after the breakup, followed 
by W’s sexual proposition, John’s infatua-
tion with W, John’s expression of his con-
fused feelings about M, and John’s plans 
for a dinner that will resolve his relationship 
angst. The third act, of course, is the din-
ner, which includes an unexpected guest 
played by Thom Peters. 

My favorite act has to be the second. 
It’s ripe with awkward, sexual tension and 
contextualizes the first act with some hys-
terical revelations including a lie John tells 
to M about W being “manly” and “mad,” of 
which she is neither. In this act, Barbara 

Madison Hauck gives a stellar 
performance that is not only 
comedic, but heartfelt. Per-
sonal preference aside, all the 
actors truly shine in the last 
moments of the play in which 
John must decide not only who 
he loves, but who he is. 

This play is heavy, but hys-
terical. It made me laugh really 
hard. It wasn’t kitschy; there 
weren’t gags, or catch-lines, 
ridiculous costumes or unre-
alistic characters. It was dark, 

psychological and – above all – honest. 
Aside from a few awkward physical inter-
actions, some over-embellished quarrels 
and a lackluster kiss, the play seemed fluid 
and natural. And though the premise initial-
ly seems far-fetched, a gay man falling for 
a straight woman, cock elegantly tackles 
the problematic assumptions we now make 
about sexual identity, despite being an in-
creasingly progressive society. Why are bi-
sexual men stigmatized? Is there truly no 
such thing as choosing who you love? Are 
we being blinded by our structural approach 
to gender and orientation? Why do we 
need to give ourselves an absolute label? 
LGBT is an abbreviation of LGBTQQIAAP! 
There’s as much “emotional junk” orbiting 
sexual identity as there is orbiting the char-
acters in Bartlett’s play. We have to ask: 
in what ways are labels helping us, and in 
what ways are they hurting? 

No matter where you fall on the LGBT 
spectrum – or if you are off it entirely – cock 
is your play to see. It’s topical. It’s funny. 
It’s intelligent. It resonates. cock plays at 
Fells Point Corner Theatre through Decem-
ber 20, with a talk-back on closing night. 
Tickets are available online at Fpct.org. t

Bi-Curious in Fells Point
// OUT ON SCREEN

By ChUCK DUnCAn
Back in 1987 when Universal released 
Jaws: the revenge, it came with a plot 
and tagline that was universally, no pun 
intended, derided. In that movie, the shark 
apparently was getting revenge for the 
slaughter of its species 
in the previous three 
films. The tagline was 
“This time it’s personal.” 
Strangely enough, that 
exact tagline ran through 
my head during the run time of in the Heart 
of the Sea.

The plot of the new Ron Howard dra-
ma, based on a true story that inspired the 
novel moby-dick, focuses on the crew of 
the Essex, a whaling ship in 1820 that is 
about to set sail on a new voyage to bring 
back thousands of barrels 
of whale oil, the fuel of the 
era more valuable than 
gold. Without whale oil, the 
planet goes dark.

Owen Chase, Chris 
Hemsworth, an experi-
enced whaler, although 
looked down upon by the 
other seamen for coming 
from a farming family, ex-
pecting to be given com-
mand of the next voyage 
finds himself relegated to 
First Mate after a bit of nepotism puts an 
inexperienced son of a company man in 
charge. The two struggle to work together 
but things come to a head when Captain 
Pollard, Benjamin Walker, makes a bad 
decision to sail the ship into a squall to 
“test” his crew. It almost ends in disaster, 
and Pollard blames Chase for the damag-
es incurred as he tried to keep the ship 
afloat.

Pollard wants to return to port, but 
Chase convinces him that returning with-
out a hold full of oil would be an even 
worse decision. They forge ahead, find the 
southern Atlantic over-fished, and decide 
to sail around Cape Horn to the Pacific. In 
a South American port, they hear the story 
of a hundred foot white whale that near-
ly killed the entire crew of another ship in 
an area full of whales. Pollard and Chase 
agree they must forge ahead and not worry 
about stories of sea monsters.

Of course, the story of the whale is 
true, and after the Essex harpoons several 
whales, the white whale begins to attack, 
seemingly exacting revenge for the attacks 
on its own kind. The Essex is destroyed 
and the surviving crew members must 

battle the elements, and the whale, to get 
back home.

in the Heart of the Sea is a handsomely 
told tale, framed by the device of author 
Herman Melville, Ben Whishaw, paying a 
visit to Tom Nickerson, Brendan Gleeson, 
who was just a boy, played by new Spi-

der-Man Tom Holland, when 
he set sail on the Essex, to 
hear the story of what hap-
pened on the voyage. Nicker-
son has never told the truth 

to anyone, not even his wife but she con-
vinces him it will set him free if he does. 
That and they need the money Melville is 
offering. The story becomes the basis for 
Melville’s epic novel, but not all of the truth 
is included in his fiction.

The costumes and production design of 
the film are superlative, as are 
all of the effects depicting the 
Essex at sea and the attacks 
of the whale, and the sub-
sequent months of survival, 
very reminiscent of last year’s 
World War II drama unbro-
ken, including a well-reported 
extreme weight loss program 
by Chris Hemsworth.

Speaking of Hemsworth, 
his performance is, stoic 
but his accent is all over the 
place. He sounds Australian 

when we first hear him, then all of a sudden 
he’s doing the stereotypical “pahk yah cah 
in Hahvahd Yahd” Boston accent for a min-
ute, which then turns into a mish-mash of 
Aussie, Bostonian, and flat English. Most 
of the others seem to be doing faint Brit-
ish accents, perhaps more accurate to the 
time.

Outside of that, the film is well made, 
but is it a great film? Some people at the 
screening loved it. I didn’t. I wanted to very 
much, but the long scenes at sea when the 
whale isn’t attacking become quite a drag 
that nearly put me to sleep. The whale 
attacks are thrilling, but few and far be-
tween, despite the TV ads showing non-
stop action. I actually enjoyed the scenes 
with Melville and Nickerson interspersed 
throughout the story more than the long 
scenes at sea. The problem with the story 
is that the fiction is usually more gripping 
than the facts, and Howard may have been 
better served making his interpretation of 
moby-dick rather than just the story that 
inspired it.

As it stands, in the Heart of the Sea is 
a fine film, but the entertainment it offers is 
as elusive as that white whale. t

A Whale of a Tale

In the Heart of 
the Sea 
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peaks during the 1970s and made an effort 
to remain relevant through the 1980s. But 
as you can hear, the 1980s, represented on 
The Classic Christmas 80s Album (Lega-
cy), were something else entirely. New wave, 
hip-hop, ska, boy bands, and divas were the 
order of the day. New wave acts such as 
The Waitresses (the 80s classic “Christmas 
Wrapping,” later covered by Spice Girls), 
The Bangles (Simon & Garfunkel’s “Hazy 

Shade of Winter”), 
The Hooters (“Silent 
Night”) and gay music 
legend George Mi-
chael’s launching pad 
Wham! (“Last Christ-
mas”) stand under the 
new wave banner. The 
late Whitney Houston 
(“Do You Hear What I 
Hear?”) and 70s-sur-
vivors-turned-80s-su-
perstars The Pointer 
Sister (“Santa Claus 
Is Coming To Town”) 
have diva territo-
ry covered. Hip-hop 
forefathers Run-DMC 

(“Christmas In Hollis”) fly the rap flag, while 
the usually high energy ska act Fishbone 
(“Slick Nick, You Devil You”) gets serious. 
For sheer 80s hose-head novelty, there’s 
Bob & Doug McKenzie’s rendition of “12 
Days of Christmas.”

Glen Campbell, whose struggle with Alz-
heimer’s was documented in the outstanding 
2014 doc Glen campbell: i’ll be me, was one 
of the music superstars of the 1960s who 
was fortunate enough to mount a couple of 
successful career comebacks, one in the 
1970s and later in the early part of the 21st 
century. The 18-track Campbell compilation, 
Complete Capitol Christmas Recordings 
(Real Gone Music / UMe), including his 1968 
that christmas Feeling album, is a reminder 
of his once remarkable vocal abilities. 

A portion of the sales of Band of Merry-
makers’ Welcome To Our Christmas Party 
(Portrait) will benefit MusiCares, an organi-
zation serving musicians “in times of finan-
cial, personal, or medical crisis.” So who are 
Band of Merrymakers? Led by producer/
songwriter Sam Hollander and Better Than 
Ezra’s Kevin Griffin, Band of Merrymakers, 
are described as “a rotating group of travel-
ing troubadours,” including Natasha Beding-
field, Michael Fitzpatrick (of Fitz & The Tan-
trums), Christina Perri, BebeRexha and Dan 
Wilson, among others. With the exception of 

By GREGG shAPIRO
There are few pop artists more closely as-
sociated with Christmas music than legend-
ary gay crooner Johnny Mathis. Mathis’s 
1958 merry christmas album, with herald-
ed arrangements by Percy Faith, is con-
sidered by many to be one of the enduring 
classics of the genre. Since the release of 
that album, Mathis has continued to record 
holiday-themed long-players as recently 
as 2013’s Sending You a little christmas, 
which mainly focused on duets. The musical 
winter wonder-land of the triple disc 71-track 
compilation The Complete Christmas Col-
lection 1958-2010 (Real Gone Music / Co-
lumbia) is a gift that genuinely keeps on giv-
ing. In addition to assembling five of Mathis’s 
most beloved Christmas albums, including 
the aforementioned merry christmas, as 
well as Sounds of christmas (1963), Give 
me Your love for christmas (1969), christ-
mas eve with Johnny mathis (1986) and the 
christmas album (2006), the impressive set 
boasts 16 rare non-LP tracks. Almost every 
other holiday recording simply pales in com-
parison.

Actor and singer Jim nabors, who came 
“officially” out in early 2013 when he mar-
ried his longtime companion after same-sex 
marriage was legalized in Washington State. 
As an actor, Nabors was best known for his 
comedic portrayal of the goofy Gomer Pyle 
character. But Nabors had a serious side ex-
hibited in his musical recordings and singing 
career. Nabors, in possession of an impos-
ing baritone, was a serious singer, “with a 
voice as big as the sea.” Therefore it’s fit-
ting that his rendition of “Do You Hear What 
I Hear?” should be included on the 21-track 
disc The Complete Columbia Christmas 
Recordings (Real Gone Music / Columbia). 
The songs are a combination of tunes from 
his 1967 and 1972 Christmas albums, as 
well as some selections from his other reli-
gious recordings.

What could Kylie Minogue possibly add 
to the flurry of Christmas music? As it turns 
out, plenty on Kylie Christmas (WB / Par-
lophone)! The campy retro renditions of “It’s 
the Most Wonderful Time of the Year” and 
“Winter Wonderland” bring good cheer. Re-
spectful readings of Yaz’s “Only You” (a duet 
with James Corden) and the Pretenders’ 
“2000 Miles” bring Christmas tears. Minogue 
re-wraps The Waitresses “Christmas Wrap-
ping,” an Iggy Pop duet, in kitschy paper. 
Even new compositions, “White December” 
(co-written by Minogue) and “Every Day’s 
Like Christmas,” are welcome additions to 

the holiday music songbook. The only lump 
of coal is the Frank Sinatra “duet” on “Santa 
Claus is Coming to Town.”

The latest version of James Taylor At 
Christmas (Ume / HRT), first released in 
2006, expands on the original with the addi-
tion of two tracks. The first is Taylor’s radiant 
take on The Beatles’ “Here Comes the Sun,” 
which features Yo-Yo Ma on cello. The com-
bination of these two talented artists is in-
deed a gift. “Mon Beau 
Sapin,” essentially 
the French version of 
the traditional “O Tan-
nenbaum” (a.k.a. “O 
Christmas Tree”), is a 
lovely addition to the 
collection. The album, 
which also features a 
number of songs which 
previously appeared 
on Taylor’s 2004 a 
christmas album, 
pleasantly strikes a 
balance between sea-
sonally serious songs 
such as “Some Chil-
dren See Him,” “Who 
Comes This Night” and “In the Bleak Midwin-
ter” and lighter holiday fare including “Win-
ter Wonderland,” “Santa Claus is Coming to 
Town,” “Jingle Bells,” and the Natalie Cole 
duet on “Baby, It’s Cold Outside.” Taylor also 
does a reverent version of his dear old friend 
Joni Mitchell’s tune “River.” 

Rod stewart doesn’t mess around on 
the expanded deluxe edition CD reissue of 
his 2013 album Merry Christmas, Baby 
(Verve). Sung in the crooner style he has 
adopted on most of his 21st century releas-
es, Stewart teams up with some interesting 
duet partners. Modern-day crooning dude 
Michael Bublé holds his own against Stew-
art on “Winter Wonderland.” CeeLo Green 
inspires Stewart to dig deep and unleash his 
most soulful self on the title cut, while Mary 
J. Blige brings out Stewart’s more serious 
side on “We Three Kings.” Stewart even 
tries his hand at an original yuletide tune 
with “Red-Suited Superman” (co-written with 
David Foster and Foster’s daughter Amy). 
“When You Wish Upon a Star,” the least holi-
day-oriented selection is a pleasant surprise. 
Of the three bonus tracks, “The Christmas 
Song (Chestnuts Roasting on an Open Fire)” 
glows the brightest. A bonus DVD features 
six intimate live performances, including “Let 
It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow!”

Taylor and Stewart were at their creative 
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Christmas Past & Present(s) four songs, including “Auld Lang Syne” and 
“Jingle Bells,” the disc features a number of 
appealing new Christmas tunes for this holi-
day season and those to follow.

The Braxtons should be careful they 
don’t become The Kardashians of music. 
They are, after all, at their best when they 
are singing together, and not getting in 
each other’s affairs. For the first time in 25 
years, the five Braxton sisters – Toni, Tamar, 
Towanda, Trina, and Traci – have reunited 
on an album, Braxton Family Christmas 
(Def Jam). In addition to featuring two ver-
sions of the Donny Hathaway classic “This 
Christmas,” George Michael’s (and Wham’s) 
“Last Christmas” and an a cappella rendition 
of “O Holy Night,” the album also presents 
three Braxton originals including “Under My 
Christmas Tree” written by brother Michael 
(who also sings on the track) and “Every Day 
Is Christmas,” co-written by Toni and Baby-
face. 

A Very Swingin’ Basie Christmas! (Con-
cord) is a very accurate title for the new holi-
day recording by The Count Basie Orches-
tra, under the direction of Scotty Barnhart. 
Swing it does! Released to coincide with the 
orchestra’s 80th anniversary, a Very Swingin’ 
basie christmas! is the first Christmas re-
cording in its history. Gay pop music legend 
Johnny Mathis, a man with his own lengthy 
history of Christmas music, can be heard 
lending his vocals to Kay Thompson’s “It’s 
the Holiday Season.” Fittingly retitled, “Good 
‘Swing’ Wenceslas” lives up to its name. Car-
men Bradford, who has sung with the orches-
tra for more than 30 years, takes the lead 
on “Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas,” 
while 21st century soul goddess Ledisi belts 
it out on “The Christmas Song.” “Jingle Bells” 
jingles and “Winter Wonderland” is wonder-
ful. The “encore” selection “I’ll Be Home For 
Christmas” wraps things up with Ellis Marsalis 
on piano and Plas Johnson on sax.

In his grey turtleneck sweater, head full 
of white hair and white beard, Plácido Do-
mingo is the very picture of the Christmas 
season on the cover of his new holiday album 
My Christmas (Sony Classical). With the 
exception of four songs, including “It Came 
Upon A Midnight Clear” and Puccini’s “Astro 
del cielo,” Domingo is joined by a fantastic 
array of guest vocalists. French tenor Vin-
cent Niclo helps Domingo keep the yuletide 
gay on “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christ-
mas.” Idina Menzel soars alongside Domingo 
on “Guardian Angels,” a song co-written by 
Harpo Marx. Young classical crossover divas 
Jackie Evancho and Hayley Westenra duet 
with Domingo on Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
“Pie Jesu” and “Loving Christmas With You” 
(co-written by Domingo’s son Plácido Domin-
go, Jr.), respectively. Father and son get to-
gether to sing “White Christmas.” t
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Franzen, and Mary Harron, as well as band 
members Sally Timms, Jon Langford, and 
others. Bonus features include a live per-
formance at Bell House in Brooklyn, a Me-
kons symposium at Columbia University, 
outtakes, and additional interviews.

funny business – Ted 2 (Universal) 
re-teams New England knuckleheads writ-

er/director Seth MacFarlane and actor 
Mark Wahlberg in the sequel to the popu-
lar and raunchy comedy about John (Wahl-
berg) and his trash-talking Teddy bear Ted 
(voiced by MacFarlane). This time out, 
John and Ted call on stoner lawyer Saman-
tha (Amanda Seyfried) in their court bat-
tle against the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts. Unrated blu-ray + DVD + digital 
bonus features include gag reel, deleted 
scenes, a “giant opening dance number,” 
feature commentary, and more.

Co-written and co-directed by Lola 
Bessis and Ruben Amar, Swim Little Fish 
Swim (Indie Pix) invites us into the crowd-
ed Chinatown apartment of nurse Mary 
(Brooke Bloom), her “overgrown adoles-
cent” husband Leeward (Dustin Guy Defa), 
and their three year old daughter Rainbow 
(or Maggie, depending on who’s talking to 
her), as they welcome housemate Lilas 
(Lola Bessis), and struggle to keep their 
heads above water in New York.

Docs for days – “The Story of How A 
Kinky Rebellious Street Festival Captured 
The Heart of San Francisco,” Folsom 

By GREGG shAPIRO
Tv on DvD – The highs and lows (emphasis 
on highs) of the Emmy-winning Showtime 
series Nurse Jackie (Lionsgate) came to a 
devastating conclusion in the seventh and 
final season. In addition to lead charac-
ter Jackie (Edie Falco) falling hard off the 
wagon, we got to attend the gay wedding 
of nurse Thor (Steve Wallem), as All Saints 
Hospital was being pulled out from under 
the staff by greedy condo developers. DVD 
+ Digital special features include deleted 
scenes, audio commentaries by cast and 
crew, a gag reel, and a trio of featurettes.

For a show about two straight women, 
2 Broke Girls (WB) is one of the gayest 
shows on TV. That might have something 
to do with openly gay creator Michael Pat-
rick King (Sex and the city). Seriously, just 
listen to some of the things that come out 
of the mouths of the titular “broke girls” 
Max (Kat Dennings) and Caroline (Beth 
Behrs), as well as supporting actress Jen-
nifer Coolidge as the always inappropriate 
Sophie. DVD special features include un-
aired scenes and a gag reel.

Truly trans – I Am the Queen (Cinema 
Libre Studio), a doc produced and directed 
by Henrique Cirne Lima and Josué Pellot, 
is the story of Bianca, Julissa, and Joliz-
za, in preparation for the Vida / SidaCacia 
Pageant within the Puerto Rican commu-
nity of Chicago’s Humboldt Park neighbor-
hood, under the direction of trans mentor 
Ginger Valdez. DVD special features in-
clude deleted scenes and a photo gallery.

Winner of the Tribeca Film Festival au-
dience award for documentary, the Puer-
to Rico-set Mala Mala (Strand), produced 
and directed by Dan Sickles and Antonio 
Santini, focuses on trans activist Ivana, 
sex-change pioneer Soraya, sex-worker 
Sandy, and Samantha and Paxx, both of 
whom dealing with the necessary medi-
cal resources to complete their transition. 
DVD bonus features include the new short 
Sandy’s Pets and three photo galleries.

Lesbian landmarks – The digitally 
restored DVD of the 1987 lesbian classic 
She Must Be Seeing Things (First Run 
Features) stars Sheila Dabney as interna-
tional lawyer Agatha and Lois Weaver as 
her lover Jo, a filmmaker. Written and di-
rected by Sheila McLaughlin, the movie is 
about jealousy and sexual obsession and 
what the combination of those two factors 
can do to a relationship. Bonus materials 
include an interview with McLaughlin and 
the 1978 short film inside out.

Acclaimed lesbian filmmaker Monika 

Treut (my Father is coming starring Annie 
Sprinkle, Virgin machine and Genderna-
uts: a Journey through Shifting) returns 
with the dramatic coming-of-age story Of 
Girls and Horses (Wolfe), in which rebel-
lious teen Alex (Ceci Chuh) finds herself 
attracted to lesbian riding instructor Nina 
(Vanida Karun).

Keeping Calm and Carrying On – The 
triple disc blu-ray + DVD combo pack 50th 
anniversary edition of My Fair Lady (CBS 
/ Paramount), the Oscar-winning movie ad-
aptation of the beloved Lerner and Loewe 
musical starring Audrey Hepburn, and Rex 
Harrison, and featuring cherished songs 
such as “I Could Have Danced All Night,” 
“On the Street Where You Live,” “I’ve 
Grown Accustomed to Her Face” and “Get 
Me to the Church on Time,” is every show-
tune lover’s dream come true. The wealth 
of special features include three theatrical 
featurettes, Cecil Beaton costume sketch-
es, “More Loverly Than Ever: The Making 
of my Fair lady Then & Now,” and much 
more.

Gemma Bovery (Music Box Films), on 
blu-ray, is described as a modern-day take 
on Flaubert’s emma bovary, with Gemma 
Arterton as the title character. In the ro-
mantic comedy, in French and English with 
subtitles, Brits Gemma and husband Char-
lie (Jason Flemyng), take up residence in a 
Normandy farmhouse, in the same village 
where the famous novel was written. Bo-
nus features include a pair of featurettes 
and a master class with director Anne Fon-
taine.

Music to their ears – The visual com-
panion to the Kristin Chenoweth concert 
CD of the same name, Coming Home 
(Concord), the DVD contains all 15 songs 
on the album, including a pair of tunes 
from Wicked (“Popular” and “For Good”), 
as well as the diminutive diva’s renditions 
of tunes both show (“Bring Him Home,” 
“Maybe This Time,” “Wishing You Were 
Somehow Here Again”) and pop (“No More 
Tears / Enough Is Enough),” “I Will Always 
Love You,” “Heart of the Matter”), and in-
cludes bonus material such as a look be-
hind the scenes and Chenoweth’s Father’s 
Day video. 

The Mekons, “the most revolutionary 
group in the history of rock ’n’ roll” ac-
cording to Lester Bangs, is the subject of 
Joe Angio’s documentary Revenge of the 
Mekons (Music Box Films). Following the 
band from its 1977 birth in the British punk 
rock scene to the present day, the doc in-
cludes interviews Fred Armisen, Jonathan 
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Something for (almost) Everyone!
Forever (Breaking Glass) is director Mike 
Skiff’s tribute to the “scrappy little” San 
Francisco neighborhood in the “heart of 
the gay male leather scene” began its 1984 
transformation during the AIDS crisis and 
encroaching gentrification to become what 
it is today. DVD special features include an 
“Uncensored Look” at Folsom in the 21st 

century, a Frameline film 
fest Q&A and Panel dis-
cussion and more.

In case you (or any-
one on your holiday 
gift list) didn’t get your 
Lego fill with the 2014 
animated lego movie, 
Daniel Junge and Kief 
Davidson’s A Lego Bric-
kumentary (Radius / 
Anchor Bay) should help 
with any unanswered 
questions about the Lego 
brand. Deleted scenes 
are the sole bonus fea-
ture on the DVD. 

Released theatri-
cally in 1985 (after be-
ing banned by PBS), 
Joel DeMott and Jeff 
Kreines’s controversial 
doc Seventeen (Icarus 
Films), part of Peter Da-
vis’ Middletown series, 
may look tame by today’s 

standards, but at the time, the insight it 
provided into the lives of high school teens 
was revelatory and shocking, and is still 
worth seeing now. An eight-page booklet is 
included with the DVD as a bonus.

Not for the faint of heart, Jimmy Chin 
and Elizabeth Chai Vasarhelyi’s doc Meru 
(Music Box Films) takes viewers to new 
and terrifying heights, as Alpinists Conrad 
Anker, Renan Ozturk and Chin, attempt to 
climb Mount Meru’s Himalayan “shark fin,” 
more than 20,000 feet above the Ganges 
River. DVD bonus features include audio 
commentary by Anker, Chin and Vasarhe-
lyi, bonus expedition footage, filmmakers’ 
interview at Sundance and more.

The late Swiss surrealist artist H.R. 
Giger, who has infiltrated the nightmares 
of many fans of science fiction (the alien 
series) and rock and roll (Emerson, Lake & 
Palmer’s brain Salad Surgery album cov-
er) is the subject of Belinda Sallin’s thor-
ough and thoroughly fascinating doc Dark 
Star: H.R. Giger’s World (Icarus Films). 
DVD extra features include a “making of” 
doc and Giger photo galleries. t
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Zee tells his tres chic story in words and 
pictures.

Until My Heart Stops: Intimate Writ-
ings (Chelsea Station Editions, 2015), an 
anthology of more than 50 essays and mem-
oirs by prolific gay writer Jameson Currier, 
several of which debuted during the peak of 
the AIDS epidemic, spans a 30-year period.

Gay writer David Plante, author of the 
queer lit classic the catholic, follows up his 
2013 book becoming a londoner: a dia-
ry  with Worlds Apart: A Memoir (Blooms-
bury, 2015), about his life with lover Nikos 

Stangos during the 1980s, 
in a variety of locales, in-
cluding Jerusalem, rural Ire-
land, and Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Australian surfer Pe-
ter Drouyn made his name 
through “power surfing,” 
while also trying his hand 
at various other occupa-
tions. However, the most 
significant event in his life 
occurred in 2012 when he 
underwent gender reassign-
ment surgery and emerged 
as Westerly Windina, some-
thing written about with sen-
sitivity and insight by Jamie 
Brisick in Becoming West-
erly (Outpost19, 2015).

Good morning america producer Mary 
Pflum Peterson’s memoir White Dresses 
(Morrow, 2015) tells the story of her mother 
Anne through the titular garments that fig-
ured into Anne’s time as a nun and 
later her failed marriage to Mary’s 
father, a closeted gay man, as well as 
others that appeared throughout her 
life.

fiction festival – Gay literary 
agent and author Bill Clegg (the mem-
oir Portrait of an addict as a 
Young man), makes his fiction 
debut with the novel Did You 
Ever Have A Family (Scout 
Press, 2015), about the 
aftermath of a devastating 
tragedy.

Depraved Heart (Morrow, 2015), lesbian 
mystery writer Patricia Cornwell’s 22nd nov-
el in the Dr. Kay Scarpetta series, features 
medical examiner extraordinaire  Scarpetta 
dealing with a horrifying family crisis involving 
her niece Lucy.

Subtitled “An Illuminated Novel,” it’s 
safe to say that Featherproof Books’ Zach-
ary Thomas Dodson’s expansive dystopian 

By GREGG shAPIRO
The holidays are approaching. Gift lists 
are being assembled.  Remember that you 
can’t sign an e-book. So kindly refrain from 
purchasing any of those as gifts this sea-
son. Instead, give someone a nicely bound 
hardcover or paperback book. According to 
various media outlets, indie booksellers are 
on the rise (even with Amazon’s price-fixing 
afoot) and e-book sales are on the decline. 
Patronize your neighborhood independent 
bookseller and feel good about supporting 
a local business while buying a gift that 
will give pleasure to the recipient time and 
again.

Eating and drinking – Gone with the 
Gin: Cocktails with a Hollywood Twist 
(Running Press, 2015) by Tim Federle, the 
follow-up to the gay writer’s 2013 book te-
quila mockingbird: cocktails With a liter-
ary twist, fifty luscious libations including 
A Clockwork Orange Julius, Indiana Jones 
and the Shirley Temple of Doom, The Rocky 
Horror Pisco Show, Bloody Mary Poppins, 
The Wizard of Shiraz, and Tequila Sunrise 
Boulevard, all ready for their close-ups.

A tasty (and very funny) companion to 
the popular and multi-award-winning ABC 
sitcom, The Modern Family Cookbook 
(Melcher Media / Oxmoor House, 2015) 
features 100 “easy-to-make recipes” cred-
ited to the show’s wacky and loveable char-
acters (such as Gloria, Mitch, Cam, Phil, 
and Luke), as well as supporting players in-
cluding Andy and Pepper. Full of color pho-
tos, scenes from the series and much more, 
the modern Family cookbook is delish!

Poetic license – Caprice (Sibling Ri-
valry) by Denise Duhamel and Maureen 
Seaton, subtitled collaborations: collected, 
uncollected and New,  does a brilliant job 
of compiling the multi-award-winning poets’ 
collaborative work, including 1997’s exqui-
site Politics, chapbooks oyl (2000) and little 
Novels (2002), assorted uncollected poems, 
interviews and remarkable new collabora-
tions including 2015’s Gender’s tidy little 
Stories about itself, and more. 

Chosen by Terrance Hayes for the 2014 
Cave Canem Poetry Prize, Boy with Thorn 
(University of Pittsburg Press, 2015) by 
Ricki Laurentiis, the gay, African-American 
poet’s debut collection, features ekphrastic 
poetry, a ghazal, and stunning poems about 
race and sexuality that stay with the reader 
long after the book is closed.

The 60th anniversary edition of City 
Lights Pocket Poets Anthology (City 
Lights, 2015), edited by Lawrence Ferling-

hetti, includes queer poets such as Allen 
Ginsberg, Frank O’Hara, Robert Duncan, 
Peter Orlovsky, Antler, and Harold Norse, 
as well as beat poetry legends Jack Ker-
ouac, Gregory Corso, Anne Waldman, Bob 
Kaufman, and others.

Featuring illustrations by Ashley Holt, 
Laura Hallett, Erin Maala, Ben Baldwin, Rob 
Appleby and others, acclaimed Southern 
gay poet/writer and educator Jeff Mann’s 
Rebels (Lethe Press, 2015) is a poetry col-
lection in which the poet “queers” the Civil 
War.

In their own words – 
She may have once said (and 
sung) that she wouldn’t do it, 
but you’ll be glad that she 
did when you read I’ll Never 
Write My Memoirs (Gallery, 
2015) by Grace Jones, as 
told to Paul Morley, in which 
the grand dame of disco, 
fashion, and experimental 
expression shares her love 
for the gays, her Jamaican 
homeland, theater and film, 
music, art and a great deal 
more, all told in her open and 
distinctive style.

One of the most well-re-
spected voices in gay jour-
nalism and activism, Phil-
adelphia Gay News’s Mark Segal tells the 
remarkable story of his journey in his mem-
oir And Then I Danced (Open Lens, 2015), 
subtitled traveling the road to lGbt equal-
ity, complete with several pages of color 
photos.

A compilation of “performance texts” from 
renowned and provocative performance art-
ist Karen Finley (one of the notorious NEA 
Four), the expanded 25th anniversary edi-
tion of Shock Treatment (City Light, 1990 
/ 2015), contains her legendary writings on 
homophobia and AIDS (including “The Black 
Sheep”), as well as feminism and more.

Musician and “comedic artist” Greg 
Scarnici assembles his humorous writings 
in the essay collectionI Hope My Moth-
er Doesn’t Read This (Thought Catalog, 
2015), covering topics such as Liza Minnelli, 
acting classes, music, oral sex, Madonna, 
International Male, coffee and travel.

In That’s What Fashion Is: Lessons 
and Stories From My Nonstop, Mostly 
Glamorous Life in Style (Thomas Dunne / 
St. M,artin’s, 2015), gay former elle creative 
director and current editor in chief and ex-
ecutive creative officer at Yahoo Style Joe 
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Books Under the Tree debut novel Bats of the Republic (Double-
day, 2015), complete with the author’s own 
graphics and an attached ribbon book mark, 
doesn’t look or read like anything you’ve ever 
seen before as it traverses a 300 year time 
period, from 1843 to 2143, and features a gay 
dad as a major character.

Renowned gay voiceover actor and play-
wright James Sie lets the page do the talking 
in his debut novel Still Life Las Vegas (St. 
Martin’s Press, 2015). The book, a coming of 
age story in which Walter discovers the truth 
about his family history, includes illustrations 
by Sungyoon Choi.

Combining issues of identity – social, 
queer and immigrant – on a global scale, Io-
annis Pappos’ sexy debut novel Hotel Living 
(Harper Perennial, 2015) succeeds in making 
the world of the pre-2008 financial crisis an 
erotically charged place.

Award-winning lesbian writer Nina Re-
voyr returns with her fifth novel Lost Canyon 
(Akashic, 2015), described as a “wilderness 
thriller” about four people from Los Angeles 
– two men and two men – who embark on 
a backpacking excursion through the Sierra 
Nevada and encounter more than they had 
bargained for.

Colorful and comical, Michael Graves’ 
new novel Parade (Chelsea Station Editions, 
2015) follows teenaged cousins gay Reggie 
and straight Elmer on their odyssey from dull 
suburbia to sunny Florida in a stolen limo in 
the company of a retired televangelist and an 
assortment of unusual characters.

tuesdays with morrie author Mitch Albom 
has made a career of tugging at our heart-
strings and his latest novel, the musically-ori-
ented The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto  
(Harper, 2015) doesn’t disappoint.

Playwright/journalist/essayist Sigal Sam-
uel tales us deep into the heart of the 

Mile End neighborhood in Montreal, 
“a mash-up of hipsters and Hasidic 
Jews,” in The Mystics of Mile End 
(William Morrow, 2015), her debut 
novel.

The whole truth – Inspired by 
the Tumblr of the same name, 
The Notorious RBG: The Life 
and Times of Ruth Bader Gins-
burg (Dey Street, 2015) by Irin 
Carmon and Shana Knizhnik cel-
ebrates Supreme Court Justice 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg “in all her glory,” through 
words and pictures. 

words and music – Published in time to 
honor the centennial of the late, groundbreak-
ing gay jazz legend Billy Strayhorn, Stray-
horn: An Illustrated Life (Bolden/Agate, 
2015), edited by A. Alyce Claerbaut and David 
Schlesinger, with a foreword by Ramsey Lew-
is, does a fantastic job of telling Strayhorn’s 
melodious story through words and images. t

RGB
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JOURnEys

By sAGE PIPER
When you first meet Julia and Vanna 
Belton, the dynamic couple who have 
opened up Flavor Restaurant and Lounge 
on Center Street, it seems they don’t have 
a care in the world, other than the excite-
ment and exhaustion of opening up a new 
hit restaurant, of course. Delve into their 
story, however, and you’ll find that they 

have overcome obstacles which could very 
easily have felled weaker and less deter-
mined souls.

Six years ago Vanna Belton was an en-
ergetic young woman in her twenties, ac-
tive, making life plans, and working hard to 
achieve them. She had gone to college and 
majored in psychology. Both of her parents 
had been in the army, and she was training 
for a career in law enforcement after work-
ing for a few years as a Front-of-House 
Trainer at Ruth’s Chris Steak House. One 
day driving down the street in Washington, 
D.C., she had trouble seeing the traffic 
lights clearly, and she was puzzled. The 
fuzziness persisted, and she made an ap-
pointment with her doctor. In less than a 
week, she had completely lost her sight. 
Victim to a rare form of autoimmune dis-
ease, in which the healthy tissue in the 
eye is eaten away by bad tissue, Vanna 
spent the next few years adjusting to her 
new and dramatic reality. A resident of 
Maryland, she benefitted immensely from 
her connection to the Maryland Division of 
Rehabilitative Services. There they helped 
her adjust to life without sight and to ac-
cess the practical technologies available to 

enhance her everyday life. She describes 
her progress as going “from a crumbling 
mess into a person with adaptive technol-
ogy who could walk with a cane and get 
around by myself.” Feeling in control of her 
fate for the first time in years, she looked 
into online dating.

Meanwhile, Julia Donoghue had grown 
up in Maryland, spending every summer of 

her childhood with her 
Italian immigrant grand-
parents, who lived on a 
farm in Connecticut and 
ran an Italian deli. Thus, 
she was raised on the 
smell and taste and feel 
of homemade pasta, 
cheeses, cured meats, 
fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles. She would help pick 
blueberries from sixty 
year old blueberry plants 
on the property, harvest 
and can bushels of Roma 
tomatoes in a kitchen 
bursting with wonderful 
aromas. She took it all in, 
and after high school her 
love of cooking led to en-
rollment at the Culinary 
Institute of America in 
New York. Upon gradua-
tion she worked her way 
into the kitchen of Eleven 

Madison Park, a three star Michelin restau-
rant in Manhattan.

Julia loved her job, but she did encoun-
ter serious back problems and endured 
painful operations. She decided to go back 
to school to earn a business degree in or-
der to become skilled in all facets of the 
restaurant business. While she was in Bal-
timore for the summer, waiting to enroll in 
Cornell, she also checked out online dat-
ing.

The two met for the first time for dinner 
at Ruth’s Chris, which Vanna had chosen 
because she was so familiar with the sur-
roundings. They immediately hit it off, and 
Vanna did not tell Julia that she was legally 
blind until halfway through the date. After 
the initial shock wore off, a second date 
was planned. On that night, Julia showed 
up at Vanna’s apartment with a 100-year-
old pasta machine, and she made Pasta 
Bolognese along with a southern Italian 
pork dish. Vanna recalls with a grin, “I was 
sold.”

The couple maintained a long distance 
relationship while Julia earned her degree, 
and they were engaged to be married on 
Christmas Day, 2013. Meanwhile, Vanna 

Meet the Women of Flavor
The dynamic 

couple who 
have opened 

up Flavor 
Restaurant 

and Lounge 
on Center 

Street

worked tirelessly to find new treatments 
for her condition which could give her hope 
and a chance for regained sight. 
At one point the couple endured 
a harrowing and unsuccessful 
trip to India tracking a lead. Then 
Vanna found Dr. Jeffrey Weiss, a 
doctor in Florida who was doing 
groundbreaking work with adult 
stem cells, and they connected. 
She was admitted to an initial 
clinical trial as part of the Stem 
Cell Ophthalmology Treatment 
Study and underwent surgery in 
Margate, Florida in March, 2014. 
Given no guarantees, Vanna and 
Julia returned home to Baltimore 
after the operation to wait. Three 
months later, she began to distin-
guish shapes and images in the one eye. 
One week before their wedding on July 11, 
2014, Vanna could make out Julia’s face 
for the first time. 

After their wedding, Vanna and Julia 
contemplated their future. They knew that 
Vanna would face surgery on her other eye 
eventually; everything else was unclear. So 
they sat on the floor and asked each other, 
“What makes us happy?” They agreed that 
their life had always revolved around their 

love of great food and entertaining. As they 
searched for a space which could feature 

both a small plate restau-
rant and a lesbian lounge/
bar/dance floor, they were 
determined to stay in Bal-
timore. “We knew we could 
make something work here 
in the city,” says Julia. “Ab-
solutely,” agrees Vanna, 
who designed the décor, 
layout, and drinks menu 
and takes care of the front 
of the house. 

Along the way they 
were met by the usual 
naysayers who swore that 
women would not come 
out and support a women’s 

establishment. It took them three times 
longer to receive an SBA loan than most 
applicants, due to the discrimination they 
faced because they are an interracial, 
same sex couple. But those problems were 
a drop in the bucket compared to what they 
had already been through, both together 
and apart, and they were more determined 
than ever. t

Next issue: Flavor opens on east cen-
ter Street in baltimore. 

Julia 
and vanna 

Belton
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nant of the two cats. What’s going on? 
This problem falls into the category of fe-

line elimination issues. Unfortunately, like cats 
themselves with can be very complex. Review-
ing some basics of the litter box is fundamental 
as it is much easier to avoid elimination issues 
before they start than it is to correct them. The 
number of litter boxes should be equal to the 
number of cats plus one extra. For example if 
there are two cats in the house, then at least lit-
ter boxes should be available to those two cats. 
They should be in a quiet and safe location with 
easy access. The boxes should be picked out 
daily and completely changed and cleaned 
once a week. Finally, observing your cats litter 
box behavior to assess you cats specific pref-
erences as to type of litter box (open lid versus 
closed lid, square versus round) and type of lit-
ter (clay, corn-based, paper-based) is extreme-
ly important. In some cases, simply changing 
from one type of litter to another can make a cat 
much happier about his bathroom. The routine 
should be kept stable and stress free. 

Now that the behavior has started however, 
what can be done? In this example of the two 
cats, the first thing I would do is rule out any 
medical issues – by taking the cat to the veteri-
narian. For cats having urinary accidents of the 
litter box, assessing for urinary tract infections, 
urinary bladder stones, and other urinary tract 
disease is essential. No amount of behavioral 

Cats are wonderful living companions. They 
can be warm, playful, and affectionate. Cats 
can also be very complicated. Just ask Violet. 
She has been on the wrong side of our cat 
Harriet on more than one occasion. This can 
result in a swat on the face or being chased on 
the hallway. Cats can be complicated in other 
ways as well. One of Violet’s fan wrote to her 
with this complex. The scenario was of two 
cats that have lived together since they were 
kittens. They had lived peacefully until recently 
when one of the cats started to defecate in the 
bathtub rather than in the litter box. There are 
two litter boxes in separate rooms. The boxes 
are cleaned frequently and there is no obvious 
reason for this behavior. The cat displaying the 
behavior is the larger, younger, and more domi-

The Tale of 
Two Kitties

Violet’s
Dr. Tony Calo

Vet
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or environmental modifications will address an 
underlying health issue. For this particular kitty 
however, he is defecating out of the box. First, 
he should be assessed for intestinal parasites. 
This is unlikely in an indoor only kitty but is easy 
to test for. Additionally, he should be evaluated 
for orthopedic issues that would prevent him 
from entering the litter box or getting into an 
appropriate posture to defecate, or neurolog-
ic issues that would cause fecal incontinence. 
Once medical issues have been ruled out, then 
the behavioral and environmental evaluation 
begins. 

The first step is to observe the kitty in his 
box. It was mentioned that he was the larger of 
the two cats. It is important to make sure that 
there is ample room for the kitty to be able to 
maneuver and to assume the appropriate posi-
tion to defecate comfortably. If not, it’s time for 
a bigger box. Next, add a third litter box. This 
goes back to the general rule that there should 
be one more box than the number of cats in 
the house. Make sure that the new box is in a 
place quiet and accessible. Try a different litter 
or a covered box for more privacy. Lastly, make 
sure that there are no negative litter box asso-
ciations. Some cats will avoid the litter box if 
another cat is guarding the box or if near noisy 
pipes. Another potential issue, is that the kitty 
has developed a substrate preference for the 
bathtub. This seems less likely in this particular 

situation as this cat is only defecating outside 
of the box. If he was both urinating and defe-
cating in the tub, I would more likely to guess 
that he does not like the litter. Even though 
this may not be the issue for this particular cat, 
this can be a serious issue. Some cats decide 
that they have a preference for eliminating on 
carpet, on bedding, in a potted plant, or on tile. 
For a reason only known to that cat, the pref-
erence may switch from litter to one of these 
other substrates. Making the litter box safer and 
more attractive while making the other area as 
less attractive as possible is the best approach. 
Keeping the area of preference blocked is one 
approach but can be disruptive. Scent aversion 
with bitter apple or feel aversion by covering the 
area with aluminum foil can work well.

Finally, keep in mind that not all problems 
are easily fixable. There are situations that con-
sulting with a board-certified veterinary behav-
iorist is necessary. Overall, keeping the environ-
ment as stress-free as possible, being keenly 
aware of your cat’s normal litter-box behavior, 
and exploring medical, behavioral, and environ-
mental issues will keep elimination problems 
away. For more suggestions, please refer to the 
ASPC website at the following web site address: 
Aspca.org/pet-care/cat-care/common-cat-be-
havior-issues/litter-box-problems. t

Please e-mail your stories and questions to 
violetsvet@baltimoreoutloud.com.
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In my last column, I discussed the time of 
the year and what it brings within families 
and friends. This season we not only have 
the holiday goings-on, but also the tragic 
and horrible events that are taking much 
bandwidth in our minds. External hap-
penings affect internal 
states and consequent-
ly, our relationships. 
It’s impossible not to 
be aware of what is go-
ing on in the world and 
in one way or another, 
identify with those in the 
middle of it all.

How do you deal 
with such loss and trag-
edy? What do you say 
to those who may be 
around you going through such events? If 
it is you who is experiencing this, what do 
you want to hear from others? I recently 
read a blog post on Upworthy.com (Octo-
ber 30, 2015) that touches upon this issue. 
Here, I want to take it into the relationship 
sphere. When the person who you are 
closest to is going through a difficult time, 
what do you find yourself saying? The usu-
al platitudes of “You’ll be okay, don’t worry 
about it, this too shall pass”? Or do you go 
for ”It’s God’s will; it’s fate.”? The blogger 
takes issue with: “Everything happens for 
a reason.” Logical thinking of course ac-

knowledges that indeed, everything has 
a cause, a reason for its existence. You 
break up with your partner because you 
are no longer happy and in love. Or you 
propose because you want to be with that 
person the rest of your lives. When events 
are misinterpreted as to their reason, then 
we go down the wrong road. You did not 
contract a disease because you had to 
learn how to deal with pain and discomfort. 
Nor was it a matter of fate. 

The human mind is programmed to find 
meaning in events it cannot control or fore-
see. So it is important to look at how you 
respond to those closest to you when they 
are dealing with hard times. How do you 
want them to respond to you when you are 
the one in a tough spot? For most people, 
what is sought is an understanding of their 

feelings, not a denial 
of them by minimizing 
or trying to find a rea-
son for comfort. Gen-
erally, what is needed 
especially from a part-
ner is a hug, a loving 
touch. There are no 
magic words that apply 
to every situation. But 
the physical comfort, 
the presence, and the 
sense of support will 

undeniably make a healing impact. After 
all, do we not seek partners because that 
emotional uplift from another person is at 
the heart of a relationship? It is even more 
so in a world where there are individuals 
and groups who do not accept, or even 
try to understand what the LGBT world 
is about. It is crucial to any relationship 
in any context to learn the needs and ex-
pectations of one’s partner in good times 
and more so, in bad. So talk to each other 
without judging and find out what will com-
fort. And don’t forget to make your needs 
known as well. t

Magic Words

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.
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Imagine if the state of Maryland planned 
your funeral. Your loved ones could gather 
in a state-run funeral chapel under the hum 
of fluorescent lights. Amid plastic chrysan-
themums and piped-in organ 
music, you would be eulogized 
by a state employee who had 
never met you. With little to go 
on, he could speak favorably of 
your diligence in paying your 
taxes and avoiding incarcera-
tion. Then your remains would 
be conveyed to a public ceme-
tery and interred beneath a marker bearing 
the identifier by which the state knows you 
best – your Social Security number.

How does that sound? Like a Las Vegas 
wedding, this scenario may have a certain 
kitsch appeal, but most of us would prefer 
something a bit more personal. Fortunately, 
the state won’t plan your funeral, even if you 
fail to do so. But if you 
die without a will, it will 
plan your estate, and the 
results can be just as re-
grettable.

For many of us, the people we consid-
er loved ones aren’t necessarily related to 
us by blood or marriage, although they may 
be. But rather than considering how long you 
and your partner have been together, or the 
fact that your ex is really your closest friend, 
the state will distribute your assets by look-
ing to your family tree.

For example, if you are single and have 
no children, your assets would go to your 
parents. If you are legally married and do 
have children, the first $15,000 of your es-
tate would go to your spouse, and the rest 
would be split between your spouse and the 
kids. Or if you are married without children, 
$15,000 would go to your spouse and the 
remainder would be divided between your 
spouse and your parents.

How does that sound? Maryland’s “de-
fault” estate plan may be exactly what you 
want. But if it isn’t, even its potential kitsch 
appeal won’t be enough to overcome a sim-
ple truth – you really ought to prepare a will.

A will allows you to say who will inherit 
from you. Dying without one, or “intestate,” 

would be like sailing without a compass. 
You might get where you want to be, but you 
might wind up hopelessly lost instead. This 
is especially true for members of the LGBT 
community and those in nontraditional fam-
ilies.

Under the rules of intestacy, an unmar-
ried partner, or anyone who is not a spouse 
or blood relation, would be effectively disin-
herited. Even couples who are legally mar-
ried often want to include people other than 
each other in their estate plans – the family 
friend who has seen them through thick and 
thin, the favorite niece or nephew, the charity 
they have long supported.

Through your will, you can also make 
provisions beyond saying who gets what. 

For example, who should 
settle your estate? You might 
prefer to have your closest 
friend, rather than your clos-
est relative, take on the job. 
If you have minor children, 
who should their guardians 
be? Should they receive 
their inheritance through a 

trust? If so, who should serve as trustee?
Some of these questions may be difficult 

to consider. They include the what-ifs and 
the worst-case scenarios we would rath-
er not think about. But these questions will 
be much easier to contemplate in the light 
of day, when heads are clear and emotions 
calm, rather than after a crisis erupts, when 

it may simply be too late.
Preparing a will is also an oppor-

tunity to consider other essential mat-
ters. Having a financial power of at-
torney and advance medical directive 

prepared will enable someone you trust to 
manage your finances or medical care if you 
become unable to. Assets like life insurance 
and retirement accounts, which generally 
name a beneficiary, should be coordinated to 
work in tandem with your will. And the estate 
plans of couples with more significant assets 
can be set up to help minimize estate taxes.

The task of preparing a will may be easy 
to put off, but it’s also easy to take on. A 
quick phone call to an estate-planning attor-
ney is all it takes to get started. 

In the course of two appointments – one 
to plan your estate and one to execute the 
documents – you can trump Maryland’s “de-
fault” estate plan with one tailored to your 
preferences.

How does that sound? t
lee carpenter is an associate attorney 

at the law firm Semmes, Bowen & Semmes 
and can be reached at 410-576-4729 or lcar-
penter@semmes.com. learn more about 
lGbt estate planning at mdlgbtestateplan-
ning.com. this column offers general legal 
info, not specific legal advice.
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By wOODy DERRICKs
Getting one’s financial house in order is usual-
ly at the top of annual New Year’s resolutions, 
but far too often we overlook and even neglect 
making critical decisions during the last few 
months of the year that can impact our personal 
financial situations for this year, next year, and 
for years to come.

While you’ll be busy with the holidays, 
make sure to take some time to review your 
financial picture before year’s end. I suggest 
starting with these tips and speaking with your 
financial advisor and accountant about your 
specific situation.

1) Taxes – Most tax strategies must be 
implemented prior to year’s end to be effective 
for 2015. While it is imperative that you always 
consult your tax advisor before implementing 
any tax planning strategy, here are a couple 
ideas that you may want to consider:

• Make the most of capital gains and losses. 
If you have realized gains in your portfolio from 
investments that you have sold, think about re-
viewing your portfolio for any unrealized losses 
that may be appropriate to harvest or realize to 
offset gains. 

• If you have a taxable investment account, 
you may want to contact your investment com-
pany regarding any estimated capital gains, 

dividends, or other distributions that those in-
vestments are planning to make prior to the end 
of the year. Again, you may have investments 
at a loss that could be sold to help offset these 
estimated, taxable distributions.

For those of you with realized losses, it may 
be advantageous to use a rebalancing opportu-
nity to realize portfolio gains to offset any invest-
ment losses. You can also review your portfolio 
for any asset classes or investment styles that, 
due to appreciation, now represent too large a 
percentage of your total portfolio than is recom-
mended based upon your risk tolerance.

Maximize tax-advantaged accounts. If you 
find that you have some extra cash heading 
into the end of the year or that you’ve recent-
ly received a raise, you may want to increase 
your employer sponsored retirement plan con-
tribution for the end of the year. Adding to your 
401k/403b/TSP/etc. may help to reduce your 
taxable income for 2015.

2) financial Planning – Starting the New 
Year by pulling together your financial informa-
tion for a review is a great way to get a jump 
start on your New Year’s resolution. Reviewing 
your plan can include an assessment of your 
spending, seeing if you should refinance any of 
your liabilities, assessing your insurance needs, 
creating tax strategies for the year, and making 

yOUR MOnEy

Financial Strategies for 2016 sure that you’re still on track for your financial 
goals.

You can work with a financial planner for 
this or do it on your own: the important part is 
taking the time to do it. All too often people put 
their finances on cruise control which can cause 
them to miss opportunities.

3) Review your investment mix – You 
should review your asset allocation at least 
once a year. The idea for rebalancing your port-
folio is to make sure that you’re not taking on 
too much risk or being too conservative for your 
goals. If you haven’t touched a mix of invest-
ments that you set five or ten years ago, you 
could find that the mix has become significantly 
more aggressive and may no longer be a good 
fit for you.

4) Estate Planning – Life changes before 
you know it. You may have met with an attor-
ney ten years ago to establish an estate plan. 
At the time you may have been single and left 
everything to parents who may have passed or 
siblings to whom you no longer speak. Worse 
yet, you may have been in a relationship that 
has since ended.

Federal and state estate and tax laws 
have changed significantly over the years, 
some documents are more powerful during 
the first few years of being signed, and you 
may have decided that you need to change the 
beneficiaries in your will, life insurance, or in-
vestment accounts. If you have an estate plan 

that’s more than five years old, had a signifi-
cant life/wealth change, or need to update your 
beneficiaries, then I suggest that you contact 
an attorney to update your estate plan. 

If you don’t have an estate plan, you 
should get one. There are wealthy people who 
pass without an estate plan only to have their 
heirs bicker over the estate or see the estate 
depleted significantly by taxes. Even people of 
modest means should consider an estate plan 
to ensure that the state isn’t making decisions 
for where your assets (or pets) go after you 
pass. Also, I believe that an estate plan is more 
important while you’re alive because it can in-
clude documents for health care and financial 
decision making in the event that you’re inca-
pacitated.

It’s not imperative that you do all of these 
suggestions immediately, but these are all key 
pieces to building a sound financial foundation 
and should be addressed. Mark off a Saturday 
or Sunday for each of the next few months to 
address one of these topics. If you do one at 
a time, it may seem less intimidating and in-
crease the likelihood that you’ll take steps to 
improve your financial picture.

The opinions voiced in this material are 
for informational purposes only and are not 
intended to provide specific advice to any in-
dividual. We suggest that you discuss your 
specific situation with a qualified tax or legal 
advisor. t
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doing original custom leather clothing, 
harnesses, back patches, and such. The 
store recently had a soft opening and he 
has launched his website, Mausgear.org, 
and can be found on Facebook at Leather 
Underground by Maus. 

Maus has already started to reach out 
to Baltimore’s leather community and on 
Friday, December 4 he helped the Ship-
Mates with their annual Daddy Christmas 
benefit, which this year benefited Health 
Care for the Homeless. Maus donated four 
gift certificates for his store for the silent 
auction. 

Yes, there are three things that kick 
off Christmas in Baltimore for me: the 
annual lighting of the block of homes on 
34th Street in Hampden each Saturday 
after Thanksgiving, the annual lighting of 
Baltimore’s Washington Monument in Mt. 
Vernon on the first Thursday of December 
and the annual ShipMates’ Daddy Christ-
mas fundraiser held the first weekend of 
December. Usually held on the first Sat-
urday of December, the ShipMates de-
cided to move their event to Friday night 
this year because Friday night is “Leath-
er Night” at The Loft at Grand Central. I 
cannot tell you how pleased I am at how 
well Daddy Christmas 2015 turned out. At 
one point as I was running around the bar 
selling some of the Jell-O shots made by 
Shipmates’ President Thomas Idoux, you 
can mix chocolate pudding with Fireball. 
Who knew? I stopped and looked across 
the room at a sea of leather folks from as 
far away as Connecticut and Pittsburgh. I 
was thrilled that my leather family showed 
up in force. I don’t want to start naming all 
of the current and past leather titleholders 
in the crowd because I know I will forget 
somebody, but it was a very impressive 
gathering. There was a silent auction, a 

Looking for 
Leather

Since I have been writing the Leather Line 
every other week for over 12 years and 
have been a member of the ShipMates 
Club since 1997, I get a lot of questions 
about leather. Questions like: How do you 
get wrinkles out of leather pants? That’s an 
easy one. buy him a drink! The most basic 
question, however, was the hardest one 
to answer. Where can I buy leather in the 
Baltimore area? When it was time to re-
place my Shipmates’ vest, I bought a new 
leather vest from Leatherman NYC when 
they were vending at the Mr. and Ms. New 
Jersey Leather Contest one weekend in 
Asbury Park. Although Baltimore had, until 
recently, Chained Desires on Read Street, 
the store did not offer much in the way of 
men’s leather clothing. They also no lon-
ger did repairs or custom work. Years ago I 
had a leather belt made there for Sir Steve 
that was stamped Mr. Baltimore Eagle 
2003 and in 2007 I had a studded leath-
er vest made for him when he became Mr. 
Maryland Leather 2007. In recent years 
Chained Desires had stopped doing re-
pairs and such. I am happy to report that I 
can now once again help people who are 
looking for leather in Baltimore. 

I recently sat down with Maus who has 
opened a leather store at the old Chained 
Desires location at 136 West Read Street 
in Baltimore. In a throwback to the former 
occupant of that space, he has named his 
store Leather Underground by Maus. 

Maus grew up in Southern Maryland 
and was friends with the owner of Chained 
Desires. When the space became avail-
able he expressed interest in the business. 
Maus traces his interest in leather back to 
his time in the Boy Scouts when he started 
stamping leather key chains. He used the 
internet to teach himself and started mak-
ing leather items for friends. He can now 
make just about anything in leather from 
leather uniforms to floggers. When making 
items such as leather slings and restraints 
he uses screws instead of rivets because 
he discovered that rivets pop and come 
apart. He discovered the leather commu-
nity when he was seventeen, but did not 
join any of the leather clubs because most 
of them require that applicants be 21 be-
cause they hold many of their events in 
bars. Now that he is running a leather store 
he would rather not join one of the clubs 
because he wants to remain neutral and 
be supportive of all of the leather clubs and 
organizations in the area. He does plan to 
offer a discount to current leather titlehold-
ers and members of leather patch clubs. 
After the holidays he hopes to start holding 
instructional classes in his store on such 
topics; as leather crafting, leather care, 
and rope. The store also sells the largest 
collection in the area of hand-dyed rope. 

I was curious as to why Maus, who is 
not old enough to remember the original 
Leather Underground store of the 1980s, 
wanted to use the old name. Maus said 
that he was aware that at that time the 
Leather Underground was the place to 
go in the area for fetish items and leath-
er clothing and gear. He wants to be the 
Leather Underground for the new gener-
ation. He added that by calling his store 
“Leather Underground by Maus” his busi-
ness is distinguished from the prior estab-
lishment. 

He plans to not just sell name brand 
leather clothing and toys, but can do any 
kind of repairs from clothes to boots to 
even leather handbags. He also enjoys 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

porn flea market, and vending by Steve’s 
Leathers. I am sure that many folks were 
able to pick up a little holiday gift at a great 
price all while supporting a wonderful char-
ity. Towards the end of the evening tickets 
were drawn for a 50 / 50 raffle and a very 
surprised Mr. Maryland Leather 2015 Greg 
King won the famous Shipmates’ wagon 
of cheer. It was truly a fun night and the 
ShipMates Club want to thank everyone 
who came out to Grand Central to support 
Health Care for the Homeless and to make 
Daddy Christmas 2015 such a success. 

If you missed out on all the great leath-
er shopping at Daddy Christmas and are 
looking for leather, stop on down and 
see Maus at the Leather Underground 
by Maus. He is open Tuesday through 
Thursday from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. and Friday 
through Saturday from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. I 
already took in a pair of my leather pants 
that need to be repaired. Now if he could 
just get the wrinkles out! t

A rope of rainbows

The holidays in leather
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