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Remembering Edward 
C. ‘Skip’ Koritzer

Getting to Zero
World AIDS Day 2015

the years Skip was so often there, camera 
in hand, often in his clericals, and with his 
heart on his sleeve. His sound system and 
iPod with what seemed like a billion songs 
were never very far away, in case someone 
needed festive music for any occasion. 

Skip was a person of boundless en-
ergy. In addition to all of his work for the 
LGBTQ communities, he managed to find 
time to conduct services at nursing homes, 
serve as District and Post Chaplain for the 
American Legion Post 137 Morrell Park (the 

Sigma Theta Sorority, Delta Community 
Center, 2501 Springhill Avenue, from 4 to 7 
p.m.; Chase Brexton Health Services, 1111 

North Charles Street, Baltimore, from 9 am 
to 7 p.m.; Chase Brexton Health Services 
Randallstown Center, 3510 Brenbrook 
Drive Randallstown, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
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all from 6:30 to 7 p.m.  Many locations will 
hold other activities and events before and 
after the common vigil, but all will share 
the same experience during that time.

The nine Citywide Candlelight Vigil 
sites include: AIDS Interfaith Residential 
Services (AIRS); The Baltimore Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Incorporated; Baltimore City Health De-
partment; the Celebration of Community 
at the Mount Vernon Place United Meth-
odist Church; Chase Brexton Health Care; 
Coppin State University College of Health 
Professions; Greater Baltimore Gethse-
mane Missionary Baptist Church; Institute 
of Human Virology / Jacques Initiative; and 
the International Pharmaceutical Student 
Federation of Notre Dame of Maryland.

The Citywide Candlelight Vigil will in-
clude reading of names from “The Book of 
Life”, a permanent and growing collection 

of the names of friends, family, loved ones 
and leaders who lived with HIV/AIDS and 
who no longer grace our community and 
our lives, due to their untimely pas-
sage.  The Book of Life has been 
read publicly and in its entirety ev-
ery World AIDS Day since its estab-
lishment on December 1, 1996, by 
the People with AIDS / HIV Coali-
tion of Baltimore.  The book is held 
in trust and maintained by The Pos-
itive Voices of Baltimore, in partner-
ship with Celebration of Communi-
ty.  While each site will be unable 
to read the entire book due to their 
time constraints, each will read an 
assigned portion of names, to en-
sure that the entire book is read by 
the community.

HIV testing will be offered 
throughout the city, at the follow-
ing B’More Aware of HIV Commit-
tee affiliated sites:  Jacques Initia-
tive, Walgreens Pharmacy, 6 North 
Howard Street, Baltimore from 1 to 4 p.m.; 
Celebration of Community, Mount Vernon 
Place United Methodist Church, 10 East 
Mount Vernon Place, Baltimore from 3 to 
7 p.m.; Baltimore Alumnae Chapter Delta 
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By jIM BEckER
LGBTQ community icon Rev. Fr. 
Edward C. “Skip” Koritzer died on 
November 5th at St. Agnes Hospi-
tal following a cardiac arrest. His 
funeral was held at the Ambrose 
Funeral Home in Arbutus on No-
vember 6 and he was buried at 
Lorraine Park Cemetery. 

Skip, Father Skip or Chaplain 
Skip, as he was known by every-
one throughout the Baltimore and 
Maryland LGBTQ communities, 
was a lifelong community activist 
for many causes, a clergy person 
at two Independent Catholic par-
ishes, and a longtime photogra-
pher for baltimore outloud. For 
several decades, he photographed 

—continued on page 3

By BILL REDMOnD-PALMER
December 1, 2015 will mark the 28th an-
nual international observance of World 
AIDS Day.  This year a broad coalition of 
groups will be hosting events throughout 
the community under the “B’more Aware of 
HIV” banner to honor those living with HIV, 
and to remember those who have lost their 
lives while living with HIV / AIDS.

The day will kick off with a community 
press conference by the B’More Aware of 
HIV Committee, themed “Starting the Day 
to Light the Way,” from 10:30 to 11 a.m. at 
the Walgreens Pharmacy at 6 North How-
ard Street in Baltimore. Representatives 
of the Baltimore City Health Department, 
the Greater Baltimore HIV Health Services 
Planning Council and several community 
groups will take part in the event.

The B’More Aware of HIV Committee is 
coordinating a Citywide Candlelight Vigil to 
be held at nine sites throughout the city, 

Pride Festival in Baltimore 40 years ago 
and was a visible presence at Baltimore’s 
Pride festivals and block parties for many 
years as the head of security. He also was 
a strong supporter of Baltimore Black Pride. 

No matter why or how you knew him, 
no one can deny that Skip had a deep and 
abiding love for, and dedication to, the 
LGBTQ community in our state. Whether it 
was supporting people living with HIV, the 
leather community, trans community events, 
faith-community events, drag shows, or just 
taking pictures of people in the bars, over 

 OUT

all of the important com-
munity and bar events. 
He attended the first 

Edward 
c. ‘Skip’ 
koritzer
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wORLD AIDS DAy 2015 
– continued from page 1 

Chase Brexton Health Services Colum-
bia Center, 5500 Knoll North Drive, Suite 
370, Columbia from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and 
testing will be hosted by the Baltimore City 
Health Department at Baltimore City Hall, 
100 Holliday Street, Baltimore, from 5 to 
8 p.m..

For information about any of the B’More 
Aware of HIV events, please search for 
“B’More Aware of HIV” on Facebook or 
email mgaynair@hopesprings.org.

The World AIDS Day Celebration of 
Community will take place at the Mount 
Vernon Place United Methodist Church, 
10 East Mount Vernon Place, Baltimore, 
across from the Washington Monument.  
Services and vigils have been held at 
this location on World AIDS Day 
almost every year for over 20 
years.  

• From 3:30 to 6:30 p.m., 
there will be community 
health fair open to all at the 
site, and HIV testing vans 
will be adjacent to the church 
from 3 to 7 p.m. 

• From 4 to 6:30 p.m., there 
will be a reading of the entire Book of 
Life.  Community members are welcome to 
come and listen, and are invited to take the 
opportunity to read names from the book. 

• From 6:30 to 7 p.m. as part of the 
B’More Aware of HIV Committee, Celebra-
tion of Community will host their portion of 
the Citywide Candlelight Vigil.  

• At 7:15 p.m., the vigil will be followed 
by the World AIDS Day Interfaith Service, 
to honor both those living and those who 
have died with HIV / AIDS.  The service will 
be followed by a reception.  

To volunteer, sponsor or for more infor-
mation about the World AIDS Day Celebra-
tion of Community events, please search 
for “Celebration of Community” on Face-

book, or email celebrationofcommunity@
gmail.com.

Another B’More Aware of HIV Commit-
tee affiliated group, the Baltimore Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 
will host “Getting to Zero” from 4 to 7 p.m. 
at the Delta Community Center at 2501 
Springhill Avenue, Baltimore.  The keynote 
speaker will be Baltimore City Health De-
partment Commissioner, Dr. Leana Wen 
and will focus on youth, and will include 
free HIV testing, giveaways, and light re-
freshments.  For more information contact 
Monica Watkins at 443-203-8118 or at 
physicalmentalhealth@bacdst.org.

The Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Tau Eta 
Zeta Chapter in association with Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity, Epsilon Nu Sigma Alum-
ni Chapter will present “Pillow Talk: An 
Intimate Conversation on Sex, Love and 

Relationships” at the Forest Park Se-
nior Center located at 4801 Liberty 

Heights Avenue, Baltimore begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m.  For more infor-
mation contact LaShelle Tatum 
at Ltatum@zphib-thz.org.  

On Friday, December 4, the 
Morgan State University Student 

Government will host the Annual 
AIDS Lock-In in the Student Cen-

ter on campus from 7 p.m. to 2 a.m..  
This year’s theme is #Project Update and 
will include services for HIV and STD test-
ing.  There will be educational exhibits and 
presentations throughout the event.  The 
event is for Morgan State Students only.  
For more information please contact Emily 
Stiles at 410-837-2050  x1459, or Nkaya at 
msusqahealthdir@gmail.com. 

Please visit www.baltimoreoutloud.
com to see the extended version of this 
story, including information on events and 
HIV testing sites throughout Maryland. t

bill redmond-Palmer is a long time 
community advocate for HiV / aidS, inter-
faith, and sexual- and gender minority-re-
lated issues.



4 t  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD    NOVEMBER 27, 2015 •  baltimoreoutloud.com

provide individual and group support ser-
vices to care partners participating in the 
program. Financial, legal, and medical as-
sistance along with education and training 
will also be available.

Support for caregivers is another focus. 
Those providing support for a loved one 
need their own support system. If you’re 
providing care for a loved one, and either 
you or the person you care for identifies as 
LGBT, SAGECAP is here for you. 

On the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month from 10:30 a.m. to noon there’s a 
caregiver support group meeting at the 
LGBT Health Resource Center Conference 
Room, Chase Brexton Health Care (1111 
North Charles Street, 2nd floor). Facilitat-
ed by SAGECAP staff, this group provides 
an opportunity to find support and under-
standing, while meeting other caregivers in 
the community.

Another good informational service is 
the Lunch and Learn Workshops every 
second Thursday noon to 1:30 p.m. at the 
Chase Brexton Health Care Large Com-
munity Room (1111 North Charles Street, 
first floor). 

On Thursday, December 10th, there’s 
“Coping with the Holidays: Stress Man-
agement Tips for LGBT Older Adults and 
Caregivers.” 

Whether money is tight, relationships 
with family or friends have been strained 
or broken throughout the years, or you 
are mourning the loss of a loved one, this 
workshop will provide stress management 
tips and suggestions for having a healthy 
holiday season.

For more information on the SAGECAP 
program, contact program manager Beth-
any Henderson at 410-837-2050 x1216 or 
e-mail bhenderson@chasebrexton.org. t

Start you Holiday season with a twist. Un-
der the direction of John Moran, conducted 
by GMCW Artistic Director Thea Kano, and 
choreographed by Maria Watson, The Gay 
Men’s Chorus of Washington, DC (GMCW) 
continues its 2015-2016 season of shows 
with a holiday concert entitled Rewrapped 
to be presented December 5, 6, 12, and 
13, 2015 at the Lincoln Theatre, located at 
1215 U Street NW.

Rewrapped will feature holiday songs 
you know and love — but with a twist! 

  nEwS // LOCAL

By GORDOn cREAMER
There have been myriad ways to mark the 
celebration of National Coming Out Day 
since its inception in 1988. In most occur-
rences, there is a resounding message of 
affirmation proclaimed for individuals who 
identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or trans-
gender and “come out” to live openly and 
fully. 

In that same supportive spirit, the LGBT 
ministry of St. Ignatius Catholic Church 
honored the observance of National Com-
ing Out Day with a panel discussion on the 
coming out experience and strengthening 
family bonds through that journey. The 
panel included two individuals, St. Ignatius 
parishioners Phillip Clark and Micah Ber-
nard, who graciously revealed their stories 

of being gay or lesbian and reconciling that 
reality with their Catholic faith. Deacon 
Paul Weber joined the panel and recount-
ed the multi-faceted journey that he and 
his wife shared as they loved and support-
ed their gay son before, during, and after 
his coming out experience. Deacon Paul 
has served as the Deacon of St. Ignatius 
Parish for numerous years and, in past de-
cades, was also the archdiocesan pastoral 
director for gay & lesbian ministry.

This inclusive panel also featured a 
mother, Erma Durkin, who relayed the sto-
ry of her Catholic vocational life and her 
involvement with various gay and lesbian 
ministries after her son came out to her as 
gay. One organization in particular that she 
is an advocate for, Fortunate Families, af-
firms and cherishes the goodness of gay 

St. Ignatius Sponsors 
Panel on Coming Out 

& Family Life

children within (mostly Catholic) families. 
Dr. Jill Snodgrass, Ph.D., of Loyola Uni-
versity, brought tangible wisdom to the 
panel. Her presentation included concrete 
ways to engage in difficult conversations 
between parents and children around the 
coming-out process.

Of the 40 attendees at the event, there 
was a liberating sense of being able to 
openly question and discuss how to ad-
dress this challenging situation with re-
spect and love within any family whose 
faith tradition does not espouse full inclu-
sion of LGBT individuals and rights. The 
pastor of St. Ignatius, Fr. James Casciotti, 
SJ. moderated the panel and also offered 
a reaffirming perspective for allowing the 
Spirit of God to work in families who en-
counter this reality. This can only lead to a 
deepening and strengthening of the fami-
ly’s bond.

This uplifting program occurred on Oc-
tober 4th at 1 p.m. in the Chapel of Grace 
at St. Ignatius Church. It was sponsored 
by the parish’s LGBT ministry, Embracing 
God’s Gifts and included prayer, storytell-
ing and a reception following the panel. 
Please contact St. Ignatius to learn more 
about this ministry at St-ignatius.net/em-
bracing-gods-gifts-2. t

fROM STAff REPORTS
Caregiving takes many forms. Whether it’s 
escorting someone to the doctor or mak-
ing sure paperwork is all in order, provid-
ing support for a loved one can sometimes 
feel overwhelming. LGBT individuals may 
face even greater challenges due to a lack 
of resources in the community, as well as 
laws and policies that put biological fami-
lies first.

The new LGBT Health Center at Chase 
Brexton helps overcome these barriers. 
Services for the elderly is one focus. The 
center is partnering with Services and Ad-
vocacy for GLBT Elders (SAGE) to repli-
cate SAGE’s successful Caring And Pre-
paring (CAP) program, which links LGBT 
caregivers with supportive resources.  Un-
der direction of the SAGECAP program 
manager, an outreach counselor is avail-
able as a liaison for promoting, enrolling, 
and counseling participants in the CAP 
Program. The outreach counselor will also 

What the LGBT Health 
Center at Chase 

Brexton Has to Offer

Celebrating some of your favorite holiday 
songs, but as you’ve never heard them 
before. The concert will feature all-new ar-
rangements of well-known songs, dancers, 
costumes, men in heels and more! Songs 
include “Sleigh Ride,” Let It Snow,” “Jingle 
Bells,” “The Nutcracker... In About Three 
Minutes,” “O Holy Night,” and “Do You 
Hear What I Hear.”

The concert will also have performanc-
es by the GenOUT Chorus, the D.C. ar-
ea’s first LGBTQ youth chorus started by 
GMCW in May of 2015. The Chorus fea-
tures 21 students from the MD/DC/VA area 
ranging in age from 13 to 18. The GenOUT 
Chorus is under the direction of GMCW as-
sistant conductor Paul Heins.

Ticket prices range from $25 to $63 
and can be purchased by calling 1-877-
435-9849, online at Gmcw.org or in person 
at the 9:30 Club box office, located at 815 
V Street NW. Box office hours are 12 to 7 
p.m. Monday to Friday. t

father james casciott, Sj

Celebrate the 
Holiday’s with the D.C. 

Gay Men’s Chorus

Follow Us On 
Twitter & Like Us 

On Facebook!

/BaltOUTloud

/BaltimoreOUTloud
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Please see Brief Summary of Patient Information with important warnings on the adjacent pages.

 New Genvoya® is now available

One pill contains 
elvitegravir, cobicistat, emtricitabine, 

and tenofovir alafenamide (TAF).

Actual Size

Ask your 
healthcare provider 
if GENVOYA is right

 for you. 

To learn more visit 
GENVOYA.com
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Brief Summary of Patient Information 
about GENVOYA
GENVOYA (jen-VOY-uh) 
(elvitegravir, cobicistat, emtricitabine, and tenofovir alafenamide) tablets 
Important: Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should 
not be taken with GENVOYA. 
There may be new information about GENVOYA. This information is only a summary and 
does not take the place of talking with your healthcare provider about your medical condition 
or treatment.

What is the most important information I should know 
about GENVOYA?

GENVOYA can cause serious side effects, including: 
  •   Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). 

Lactic acidosis may happen in some people who take GENVOYA. Lactic acidosis is a 
serious medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can be hard to identify 
early, because the symptoms could seem like symptoms of other health problems. Call 
your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms, 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis: 

• feel very weak or tired 
• have unusual (not normal) muscle pain 
• have trouble breathing 
• have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
• feel cold, especially in your arms and legs 
• feel dizzy or lightheaded 
• have a fast or irregular heartbeat 

  •   Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems may happen in people who take 
GENVOYA. In some cases, these liver problems can lead to death. Your liver may become 
large and you may develop fat in your liver. 

  Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any 
of the following symptoms of liver problems: 

• your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice) 
• dark “tea-colored” urine 
• light-colored bowel movements (stools) 
• loss of appetite for several days or longer 
• nausea 
• stomach pain

  •  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you are 
female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking GENVOYA for a long time. 

  •  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. GENVOYA is not for use to treat chronic hepatitis B 
virus (HBV). If you have HBV infection and take GENVOYA, your HBV may get worse (fl are-
up) if you stop taking GENVOYA. A “fl are-up” is when your HBV infection suddenly returns 
in a worse way than before. 
• Do not run out of GENVOYA. Refi ll your prescription or talk to your healthcare provider 

before your GENVOYA is all gone. 
• Do not stop taking GENVOYA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider. 
• If you stop taking GENVOYA, your healthcare provider will need to check your health 

often and do blood tests regularly for several months to check your HBV infection. 
Tell your healthcare provider about any new or unusual symptoms you may have 
after you stop taking GENVOYA. 

What is GENVOYA? 

GENVOYA is a prescription medicine that is used without other HIV-1 medicines to 
treat HIV-1 in people 12 years of age and older: 

• who have not received HIV-1 medicines in the past or
• to replace their current HIV-1 medicines in people who have been on the same HIV-1 

medicines for at least 6 months, have an amount of HIV-1 in their blood (“viral load”) 
that is less than 50 copies/mL, and have never failed past HIV-1 treatment

HIV-1 is the virus that causes AIDS.
GENVOYA contains the prescription medicines elvitegravir (VITEKTA®), cobicistat 
(TYBOST®), emtricitabine (EMTRIVA®) and tenofovir alafenamide.  
It is not known if GENVOYA is safe and effective in children under 12 years of age.
When used to treat HIV-1 infection, GENVOYA may: 

• Reduce the amount of HIV-1 in your blood. 
This is called “viral load”. 

• Increase the number of CD4+ (T) cells in your blood that help fi ght off other infections. 
Reducing the amount of HIV-1 and increasing the CD4+ (T) cells in your blood may help 
improve your immune system. This may reduce your risk of death or getting infections 
that can happen when your immune system is weak (opportunistic infections). 
GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. You must stay on continuous HIV-1 
therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses. 
Avoid doing things that can spread HIV-1 infection to others:

• Do not share or re-use needles or other injection equipment. 
• Do not share personal items that can have blood or body fl uids on them, like 

toothbrushes and razor blades. 
• Do not have any kind of sex without protection. Always practice safer sex by using 

a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual contact with semen, 
vaginal secretions, or blood. 

Ask your healthcare provider if you have any questions about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to other people. 

Who should not take GENVOYA? 

Do not take GENVOYA if you also take a medicine that contains: 
• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)
• carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®, Tegretol-XR®, Teril®)
• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)
• ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, 

Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate 
(Cafergot®, Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, Wigrettes®), 
and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)
• midazolam, when taken by mouth
• phenobarbital (Luminal®)
• phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)
• pimozide (Orap®)
• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)
• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems
• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)
• triazolam (Halcion®)
• the herb St. John’s wort or a product that contains St. John’s wort

What should I tell my healthcare provider before 
taking GENVOYA? 

Before taking GENVOYA, tell your healthcare provider if you: 
• have liver problems including hepatitis B infection 
• have kidney or bone problems 
• have any other medical conditions 
• are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if GENVOYA can harm 

your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant while 
taking GENVOYA. 

  Pregnancy registry: there is a pregnancy registry for women who take HIV-1 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to collect information 
about the health of you and your baby. Talk with your healthcare provider about 
how you can take part in this registry.

• are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take GENVOYA.
  –   You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 

to your baby. 
  –   At least one of the medicines in GENVOYA can pass to your baby in your breast 

milk. It is not known if the other medicines in GENVOYA can pass into your 
breast milk.

  –    Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.
Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. Other 
medicines may affect how GENVOYA works. 
Some medicines may interact with GENVOYA. Keep a list of your medicines and show 
it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 

• You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of medicines that 
interact with GENVOYA. 

• Do not start a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider. 
Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take GENVOYA with 
other medicines.

How should I take GENVOYA? 

• Take GENVOYA exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take it. GENVOYA is 
taken by itself (not with other HIV-1 medicines) to treat HIV-1 infection. 

• GENVOYA is usually taken 1 time each day. 
• Take GENVOYA with food. 
• If you need to take a medicine for indigestion (antacid) that contains aluminum and 

magnesium hydroxide or calcium carbonate during treatment with GENVOYA, take 
it at least 2 hours before or after you take GENVOYA.

• Do not change your dose or stop taking GENVOYA without fi rst talking with your 
healthcare provider. Stay under a healthcare provider’s care when taking GENVOYA. 

• Do not miss a dose of GENVOYA. 
• If you take too much GENVOYA, call your healthcare provider or go to the nearest 

hospital emergency room right away. 
• When your GENVOYA supply starts to run low, get more from your healthcare 

provider or pharmacy. This is very important because the amount of virus in your 
blood may increase if the medicine is stopped for even a short time. The virus 
may develop resistance to GENVOYA and become harder to treat.

What are the possible side effects of GENVOYA? 

GENVOYA may cause serious side effects, including:
• See “What is the most important information I should know about 

GENVOYA?”  
• Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 medicine. These 

changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo 
hump”), breast, and around the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the 
legs, arms and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

• Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) can 
happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to fi ght infections that have been hidden in your body for a 
long time. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having any new 
symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare 
provider should do blood and urine tests to check your kidneys before you start 
and while you are taking GENVOYA. Your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking GENVOYA if you develop new or worse kidney problems.

• Bone problems can happen in some people who take GENVOYA. Bone problems 
may include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may lead to fractures). Your 
healthcare provider may need to do tests to check your bones.

The most common side effect of GENVOYA is nausea.
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away. 

• These are not all the possible side effects of GENVOYA. For more information, 
ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist. 

• Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 

General information about the safe and effective use 
of GENVOYA. 

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than those listed in a Patient 
Information leafl et. Do not use GENVOYA for a condition for which it was not prescribed. 
Do not give GENVOYA to other people, even if they have the same symptoms you have. 
It may harm them. 
This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information about GENVOYA. 
If you would like more information, talk with your healthcare provider. You can ask 
your healthcare provider or pharmacist for information about GENVOYA that is 
written for health professionals. 
For more information, call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.GENVOYA.com.
Keep GENVOYA and all medicines out of reach of children.
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Brief Summary of Patient Information 
about GENVOYA
GENVOYA (jen-VOY-uh) 
(elvitegravir, cobicistat, emtricitabine, and tenofovir alafenamide) tablets 
Important: Ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist about medicines that should 
not be taken with GENVOYA. 
There may be new information about GENVOYA. This information is only a summary and 
does not take the place of talking with your healthcare provider about your medical condition 
or treatment.

What is the most important information I should know 
about GENVOYA?

GENVOYA can cause serious side effects, including: 
  •   Build-up of lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). 

Lactic acidosis may happen in some people who take GENVOYA. Lactic acidosis is a 
serious medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can be hard to identify 
early, because the symptoms could seem like symptoms of other health problems. Call 
your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms, 
which could be signs of lactic acidosis: 

• feel very weak or tired 
• have unusual (not normal) muscle pain 
• have trouble breathing 
• have stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
• feel cold, especially in your arms and legs 
• feel dizzy or lightheaded 
• have a fast or irregular heartbeat 

  •   Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems may happen in people who take 
GENVOYA. In some cases, these liver problems can lead to death. Your liver may become 
large and you may develop fat in your liver. 

  Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any 
of the following symptoms of liver problems: 

• your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice) 
• dark “tea-colored” urine 
• light-colored bowel movements (stools) 
• loss of appetite for several days or longer 
• nausea 
• stomach pain

  •  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you are 
female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking GENVOYA for a long time. 

  •  Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. GENVOYA is not for use to treat chronic hepatitis B 
virus (HBV). If you have HBV infection and take GENVOYA, your HBV may get worse (fl are-
up) if you stop taking GENVOYA. A “fl are-up” is when your HBV infection suddenly returns 
in a worse way than before. 
• Do not run out of GENVOYA. Refi ll your prescription or talk to your healthcare provider 

before your GENVOYA is all gone. 
• Do not stop taking GENVOYA without fi rst talking to your healthcare provider. 
• If you stop taking GENVOYA, your healthcare provider will need to check your health 

often and do blood tests regularly for several months to check your HBV infection. 
Tell your healthcare provider about any new or unusual symptoms you may have 
after you stop taking GENVOYA. 

What is GENVOYA? 

GENVOYA is a prescription medicine that is used without other HIV-1 medicines to 
treat HIV-1 in people 12 years of age and older: 

• who have not received HIV-1 medicines in the past or
• to replace their current HIV-1 medicines in people who have been on the same HIV-1 

medicines for at least 6 months, have an amount of HIV-1 in their blood (“viral load”) 
that is less than 50 copies/mL, and have never failed past HIV-1 treatment

HIV-1 is the virus that causes AIDS.
GENVOYA contains the prescription medicines elvitegravir (VITEKTA®), cobicistat 
(TYBOST®), emtricitabine (EMTRIVA®) and tenofovir alafenamide.  
It is not known if GENVOYA is safe and effective in children under 12 years of age.
When used to treat HIV-1 infection, GENVOYA may: 

• Reduce the amount of HIV-1 in your blood. 
This is called “viral load”. 

• Increase the number of CD4+ (T) cells in your blood that help fi ght off other infections. 
Reducing the amount of HIV-1 and increasing the CD4+ (T) cells in your blood may help 
improve your immune system. This may reduce your risk of death or getting infections 
that can happen when your immune system is weak (opportunistic infections). 
GENVOYA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS. You must stay on continuous HIV-1 
therapy to control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses. 
Avoid doing things that can spread HIV-1 infection to others:

• Do not share or re-use needles or other injection equipment. 
• Do not share personal items that can have blood or body fl uids on them, like 

toothbrushes and razor blades. 
• Do not have any kind of sex without protection. Always practice safer sex by using 

a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual contact with semen, 
vaginal secretions, or blood. 

Ask your healthcare provider if you have any questions about how to prevent passing 
HIV-1 to other people. 

Who should not take GENVOYA? 

Do not take GENVOYA if you also take a medicine that contains: 
• alfuzosin hydrochloride (Uroxatral®)
• carbamazepine (Carbatrol®, Epitol®, Equetro®, Tegretol®, Tegretol-XR®, Teril®)
• cisapride (Propulsid®, Propulsid Quicksolv®)
• ergot-containing medicines, including: dihydroergotamine mesylate (D.H.E. 45®, 

Migranal®), ergotamine tartrate 
(Cafergot®, Migergot®, Ergostat®, Medihaler Ergotamine®, Wigraine®, Wigrettes®), 
and methylergonovine maleate (Ergotrate®, Methergine®)

• lovastatin (Advicor®, Altoprev®, Mevacor®)
• midazolam, when taken by mouth
• phenobarbital (Luminal®)
• phenytoin (Dilantin®, Phenytek®)
• pimozide (Orap®)
• rifampin (Rifadin®, Rifamate®, Rifater®, Rimactane®)
• sildenafi l (Revatio®), when used for treating lung problems
• simvastatin (Simcor®, Vytorin®, Zocor®)
• triazolam (Halcion®)
• the herb St. John’s wort or a product that contains St. John’s wort

What should I tell my healthcare provider before 
taking GENVOYA? 

Before taking GENVOYA, tell your healthcare provider if you: 
• have liver problems including hepatitis B infection 
• have kidney or bone problems 
• have any other medical conditions 
• are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if GENVOYA can harm 

your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant while 
taking GENVOYA. 

  Pregnancy registry: there is a pregnancy registry for women who take HIV-1 
medicines during pregnancy. The purpose of this registry is to collect information 
about the health of you and your baby. Talk with your healthcare provider about 
how you can take part in this registry.

• are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you take GENVOYA.
  –   You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 

to your baby. 
  –   At least one of the medicines in GENVOYA can pass to your baby in your breast 

milk. It is not known if the other medicines in GENVOYA can pass into your 
breast milk.

  –    Talk with your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby.
Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. Other 
medicines may affect how GENVOYA works. 
Some medicines may interact with GENVOYA. Keep a list of your medicines and show 
it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 

• You can ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist for a list of medicines that 
interact with GENVOYA. 

• Do not start a new medicine without telling your healthcare provider. 
Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take GENVOYA with 
other medicines.

How should I take GENVOYA? 

• Take GENVOYA exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take it. GENVOYA is 
taken by itself (not with other HIV-1 medicines) to treat HIV-1 infection. 

• GENVOYA is usually taken 1 time each day. 
• Take GENVOYA with food. 
• If you need to take a medicine for indigestion (antacid) that contains aluminum and 

magnesium hydroxide or calcium carbonate during treatment with GENVOYA, take 
it at least 2 hours before or after you take GENVOYA.

• Do not change your dose or stop taking GENVOYA without fi rst talking with your 
healthcare provider. Stay under a healthcare provider’s care when taking GENVOYA. 

• Do not miss a dose of GENVOYA. 
• If you take too much GENVOYA, call your healthcare provider or go to the nearest 

hospital emergency room right away. 
• When your GENVOYA supply starts to run low, get more from your healthcare 

provider or pharmacy. This is very important because the amount of virus in your 
blood may increase if the medicine is stopped for even a short time. The virus 
may develop resistance to GENVOYA and become harder to treat.

What are the possible side effects of GENVOYA? 

GENVOYA may cause serious side effects, including:
• See “What is the most important information I should know about 

GENVOYA?”  
• Changes in body fat can happen in people who take HIV-1 medicine. These 

changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo 
hump”), breast, and around the middle of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the 
legs, arms and face may also happen. The exact cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known. 

• Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) can 
happen when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may get 
stronger and begin to fi ght infections that have been hidden in your body for a 
long time. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you start having any new 
symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare 
provider should do blood and urine tests to check your kidneys before you start 
and while you are taking GENVOYA. Your healthcare provider may tell you to stop 
taking GENVOYA if you develop new or worse kidney problems.

• Bone problems can happen in some people who take GENVOYA. Bone problems 
may include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may lead to fractures). Your 
healthcare provider may need to do tests to check your bones.

The most common side effect of GENVOYA is nausea.
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away. 

• These are not all the possible side effects of GENVOYA. For more information, 
ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist. 

• Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 

General information about the safe and effective use 
of GENVOYA. 

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other than those listed in a Patient 
Information leafl et. Do not use GENVOYA for a condition for which it was not prescribed. 
Do not give GENVOYA to other people, even if they have the same symptoms you have. 
It may harm them. 
This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information about GENVOYA. 
If you would like more information, talk with your healthcare provider. You can ask 
your healthcare provider or pharmacist for information about GENVOYA that is 
written for health professionals. 
For more information, call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.GENVOYA.com.
Keep GENVOYA and all medicines out of reach of children.
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umph where they were staying. They had 
to be let in the front doors, which were 
locked behind them. The couple spent the 
rest of the night watching the news in the 
lobby. “The lobby suddenly became a high-
end bunker; even though theoretically ev-
eryone could have gone up to their rooms, 
I think we all just craved a bit of commu-
nity and maybe even safety in numbers in 
that first night. There was a lot of fear and 
a really somber tone.” They took advan-
tage of Facebook’s activation of its safe-
ty-check-in feature, which allowed them to 
notify everyone on each of their respective 
friends lists that they were safe. On Sat-
urday, the couple began rearranging their 
plans. “Everyone, Parisian and tourists 
alike, were being discouraged from going 
out, as it wasn’t clear yet whether there 
were going to be more attacks,” she said. 
“On both Saturday and Sunday all tourist 
attractions such as museums, etc., were 
closed.” On Sunday night, Giampolo and 
Furia attended a vigil and memorial service 
for the victims of the attacks at the Cathe-
dral of Notre Dame. The church quickly hit 
its maximum capacity of 1,000 guests, so 
they stood outside, along with thousands 
of others, in silence during the vigil. “I think 
both of us wanted to be a part of the city’s 
grieving,” Furia said. After a citywide mo-
ment of silence Monday, tourist attractions 
reopened. Many private businesses, Furia 
noted, remained closed through most of 
the week as part of an observed mourning 
time. The couple flew home Tuesday eve-
ning. (Philadelphia Gay News – Jen collet-
ta at epgn.com)

Health 
insurance a 
big problem for 
transgender 
people, suit filed

Dallas, Texas - In January 2103, when 
Leslie McMurray was in the early stage of 
gender transition, her physician prescribed 
estrogen cream for her. She had her pre-
scription filled but her healthcare insurer 
denied her claim. Apparently, the insurer 
determined that “men” don’t take estrogen. 
But they will pay for hormone replacement 
therapy for people female identified at birth. 
McMurry said that it was “quite an eye open-
er for me. I’d never been denied anything 
before. This was a first… but it wouldn’t be 

Philadelphia 
couple recount 
Paris terrorist 
attack

Paris, france - When they arrived in 
Paris last Thursday morning November 
12, Philly attorney Angela Giampolo was 

excited to show 
her girlfriend, 
p s y c h o t h e r a -
pist Kristina Fu-
ria, around the 
City of Light: It 
was Giampolo’s 
12th visit to the 
French capital, 
and Furia’s first. 
But, a day later, 
their vacation 
was upended by 
the worst ter-
rorist attack to 

hit France in decades. On Friday night, 
129 people were killed in six coordinated 
shootings and bombings throughout Paris. 
ISIS has since claimed responsibility for 
the attacks.

The couple, who are both Philadel-
phia Gay News columnists, was dining at 
a restaurant in the Seventh Arrondisement 
when the attacks began. They were about 
1.5 miles from The Bataclan concert hall, 
where the majority of the devastation took 
place; 89 people were killed there. The 
couple said they began to hear a buzz 
throughout the restaurant that “something” 
had happened. At first, the diners, whom 
they noted are accustomed to frequent 
bomb threats in the city, didn’t seem con-
cerned. The women were speaking with the 
owner of the restaurant when their phones 
began buzzing with news alerts about the 
attacks and, soon after, Facebook mes-
sages from family and friends asking about 
their safety. The atmosphere at the restau-
rant quickly became frantic, they said, and 
word spread that people were urged to re-
turn to their hotels and homes. “The owner 
was very sweet as everyone in the restau-
rant started to learn about the attacks,” Gi-
ampolo said. “She put us in an Uber with a 
bottle of wine and huge hugs and kisses.”

After navigating through heavy traffic, 
they arrived at Hotel Napoleon, a small, 
family-owned hotel near the Arc de Tri-

tion before she was arrested. The protest 
was attended by dozens of transgender 
community members, and Jes Grobman 
was one of the lead organizers along with 
Alexa Rodriguez of the TransLatina Coali-
tion.

“Last night’s action, which was intend-
ed to highlight violence and discrimination 
experienced by transgender people, clearly 
demonstrated why transgender people are 
afraid of going to police for help, especially 
as police themselves are often a source of 
violence. The National Transgender Discrim-
ination Survey found that 46% of transgen-
der people are uncomfortable going to the 
police, and 22% of transgender people have 
been harassed by police.

The National LGBTQ Task Force supports 
legislation to end racial profiling, ending “stop 
and frisk” police practices, along with efforts 
to decriminalize sex work and an end the use 
of condoms as evidence. Transgender people 
are five times more likely to live in extreme 
poverty than the general population, with 34% 
of black trans people, 28% of Latino/a trans 
women and 18% of Asian / Pacific Islander 
trans people making less than $10,000 a year. 
Employment discrimination plays a large role, 
with 47% of transgender people reporting be-
ing fired, or denied a promotion because of 
their gender identity. Also, 16% of trans people 
have had to resort to the underground econo-
my including sex work in order to survive. t 
(the National lGbtQ task Force)

compiled by Jim becker

BEyOnD ThE BELTwAy

the last. I have since spent so much of my 
own money on transition-related, medically 
necessary procedures I could have bought 
that new Lexus and a two-week trip to Eu-
rope. None of it was paid for by insurance.” 
She added that it is even worse for people 
who don’t have a retirement account that 
they can bleed dry like she did. McMurray 
comments that the state of trans healthcare 
in the United States is an embarrassment. 

Charlize Marie Baker has a well-docu-
mented medical history of gender dysphoria, 
and was fortunate enough to find a judge in 
Collin County who granted her name change 
in November 2014. She is now recognized 
by all governmental agencies as female, 
including on her driver’s license and Social 
Security card. But when she submitted a 
claim to her employer’s insurance company 
for breast augmentation, it was rejected. She 
was also denied short-term disability to re-
cover from the surgery, which she ended up 
paying for out of her own pocket.

To single out trans women for denial of 
coverage just isn’t right and on November 16 
Charlize filed a lawsuit in federal court seek-
ing damages from her insurer for both the 
cost of the surgery and recovery of wages 
lost while she was recovering. It also seeks 
unspecified punitive damages as well. If suc-
cessful, this case could set a precedent that 
will change the way insurance companies 
treat transgender health. She is represented 
by the Dallas law firm of Hindman/Bynum. 
She and her attorneys to see this through 
— all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court, if 
necessary. (dallas Voice – leslie mcmurray 
at dallasvoice.com)

Task Force 
condemns 
police arrest 
of transgender 
activist 

washington, D.c.  - In a press re-
lease, the National LGBTQ Task Force 
condemned the treatment of transgender 
activist Jes Grobman by the Washington 
Police Department. Grobman was arrest-
ed on November 18 during a “Transgender 
Week of Action” protest in D.C. Police have 
now dropped charges against her. At the 
time, activists were blocking an intersec-
tion next to the Columbia Heights Metro, 
and police did not follow procedure for is-
suing verbal warnings to clear the intersec-

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

not a dream vacation

jes 
Grobman
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tion has taken hold of you and, even though 
you try to fight it, you are not strong enough 
yet. You know it and you admit it.

And, you have chosen to make sure your 
baby has a stable home. 

You have decided to give your baby a 
chance. I’m so proud of you for that. It gives 
me hope – not only for your baby girl, but 
for you.

I love you, you know. Be strong.  t

Dear Loved One,
I have known you since your birth. You 

were a special little one. I have supported 
you through all of the challenges of child-
hood and trials of adolescence. I have loved 
you, even when you didn’t want to love your-
self. We have walked together through some 
awful life events and have memories that 
both of us would like to forget. 

Your baby was born this week.  She’s a 
beautiful child, full of life and ready to take 
on the world. Her birth was exciting in more 
ways than one. Despite having had many 
babies before this one, your body didn’t co-
operate. This little girl struggled to be born. 
I know you were scared. I 
was scared for you. 

We watched in fear 
as the baby’s heart rate 
dropped. I found myself 
staring at the second hand 
on the clock, counting the 
beats as they went from fast 
to slow. I held my breath ev-
ery time the nurses stared at 
the monitors. I watched the 
fear on the father’s face as he struggled to 
comprehend just what was happening.  And, 
I watched as you grew weaker and weaker. 

And then, a full day later, she was there. 
From the time they called for the surgery un-
til she was in our arms seemed only a mo-
ment. Such a beautiful little girl. She seemed 
to be doing so well. We followed her into the 

NICU where 
we fell instant-
ly in love. The 
doctor said she 
was at risk. 
There were 
seven different 
substances in 
her system. 
Seven! He pre-

dicted that we would see signs of withdrawal 
within a few days. It took less than two. 

She cries unless she is held. She sneez-
es repeatedly.  Every diaper is dirty, not just 
wet. She is stiff like a board. She is in pain. 
She is scared. And, my heart is breaking for 
her.

And, as much as I love you, I am mad. 

  OUT In ThE vALLEy

You knew what you were doing. You knew 
how much she’d suffer. I can see the guilt 
in your eyes and hear it in your voice. You 
have been in this space before and you know 
that we all know it. You tell me that you are 
numb and I can see why. But, there’s more to 
it than that. I’m also proud of you. I’m proud 
that you are able to see that you are not in a 
good place right now. You are not able to par-
ent this baby and keep her safe. Your addic-

Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

Open Letter to an 
Addict Mom

Kelly’s 
Kids

By REv. kELLy cREnShAw 
Dear Baby Girl,

My mom told me when you 
were born.  I’m really excited 
to meet you.  I hope you come 
home soon.

I’m kind of scared, though.  Mom 
says you are really sick.  Your mom-
my took drugs when you 
were in her belly and 
it made you sick.  My 
mommy did, too.  That 
was my first mommy, not 
the one I have now.

I don’t remember any-
thing about what it was 
like when I was sick with 
drugs.  I was just a baby, 
like you.  I was only sick for about a 

An Open Letter to the New Baby
day.  Mom says you’ll be sick for a 
very long time.  

She told me that they have to 
give you medicine to help you and 
then they have to help you stop tak-
ing the medicine.
It real- ly sucks to be a sick 

baby.  
I can’t wait to see 

you.  I’m going to 
hold you and make 
sure you know that 
you’re safe.  Mom 
makes me feel safe.  
I’m going to do that 
for you.

Nobody is ever 
going to put drugs in your body ever 

again or they’ll have to answer to me.
Love, your new big sister. t 
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life—John’s life was now over.
That year, my junior year in college, I 

did all of my papers and projects on the 
HIV / AIDS epidemic.  By the spring se-
mester I had become the school’s expert 
on the subject, and my professors asked 
me to provide HIV / AIDS prevention ed-
ucation to all the students in the athletics 
programs.   I was well on my way to be-
coming an HIV / AIDS nurse; I’ve never 
looked back.

I’ve had the privilege over the past 12 
years of sharing the journeys of about 200 
individuals living with HIV infection.  Each 
year, I still give several individuals their 
positive diagnosis for the first time.  In 
2015, I am able to promise them that they 
will live a long and healthy life if they start 
and remain on treatment.  I can promise 
them that there are relatively minor and 

OUT In ThE vALLEy

Health
Debbie Anne

Chat

World AIDS Day: 
As Relevant 

As Ever
It’s hard to believe that we are in the 34th 
year of the HIV / AIDS epidemic and that 
this epidemic is still on target to become 
the deadliest epidemic in recorded histo-
ry.  It’s also hard to believe that I’ve had 
the privilege of working in this field for 12 
years now.

I went into nursing as a third career; I 
was in my 40s.   When I started my nurs-
ing education, I fully intended to be a labor 
and delivery nurse, and then one day ev-
erything changed.  It was early August of 
1992; it was the day I learned that John 
had just died of AIDS.   

John was my first boyfriend in high 
school, and the news of his death stunned 
me.  I remember not being able to get my 
head around it.  John had been such a tow-
er of vitality with a personality that lit up 
any room he was in.  Our high school was 
known for its gymnastics program, and 
John had been the star gymnast.  He could 
fly what seemed like 30 feet into the air 
from his trampoline twisting, twirling, and 
somersaulting back down to jump  and do 
it again.  As his high school sweetheart, 
watching him had made me so proud, and 
even after we broke up, watching him per-
form never stopped thrilling me.   I couldn’t 
believe he was gone.  We were the same 
age, and while I was embarking on a new 

short-lived side effects to the newer med-
ication regimens available today.  But I 
can’t promise them that HIV won’t change 
their lives.   HIV is still a game-changer 
of the highest magnitude, ask anyone who 
has ever received that diagnosis.

While the prognosis for someone di-
agnosed with HIV infection in the U.S. is 
hopeful, the same is not true for those living 
with the infection in developing countries 
where only one in four people who need 
HIV treatment can get it, where hundreds 
of thousands of people still die of AIDS 
each and every year, and where hundreds 
of thousands of children are orphaned by 
AIDS each year.   While HIV drug devel-
opment has been a huge success story in 
helping people live with HIV, and with ben-
efits that have also spilled over into drugs 
to successfully treat and cure other virus-
es, like hepatitis, we still await a cure for 
HIV, and we still battle to make a dent in 
the prevention of new HIV infections.   

World AIDS Day remains as relevant 
as ever.  We still have a long way to go; 
there’s still a lot of work to do.  In light of 
this, I’m happy to announce the recent for-
mation of an HIV / AIDS Coalition in Fred-
erick, Maryland.  It’s the only group of its 
kind in Western Maryland with members 

Left to right around the ribbon are 
Frederick HIV / AIDS Coalition and World 
AIDS Days planning team members Rochelle 
Kithcart, Debbie Anne, Theresa Smith, Travis 
Eichelberger, Tanya Davis, Angela Spencer, 
Rob Rice, Teresa Cevallos, Willie Gardner , 
Peter Brehm, and Kris Fair.

I have been hearing the term “smart TV” 
thrown around all over the place and there 
are some questions that need to be 
asked. Do you have a smart TV? 
Do you need a smart TV? Do you 
know what a smart TV is? Tradition-
al flatscreen TVs such as Plasma, 
LCD, and LED have various in-
put formats to view content from external 
sources such as cable boxes, satellite, 
gaming consoles, DVD, and blu-ray play-
ers, and a VCR if you’re one of the lucky 
ones.

A smart TV connects to your home net-
work via ethernet or wifi and has access 
to the internet. A smart TV has an operat-
ing system installed from the manufacturer 
and offers integrated features that would 
otherwise be unavailable. Just like you can 
download and install apps on your smart 
phone you can do the same with your 
smart TV. These apps can include a web 
browser, media streaming services such 
as Hulu, Netflix, and Amazon – as well as 
the capability to view photos, music, and 
videos from your home network or a media 
server. Many smart TVs now also include 
social media services so you can check 

your Facebook and Youtube from your 
smart TV. Is it cool? Absolutely but do you 

need all that hype? Some of you may 
not. If you have a smartphone and use 
a blu-ray player and gaming console 
at home, chances are good that those 
devices already have integrated media 
services built in and you use your smart 

phone for most social networking.
So you have to ask yourself am I real-

ly going to use my TV for all that because 
if you answer no then you may not need a 
smart TV and you can save a few bucks by 
not getting one with all the bells and whis-
tles. You’re still going to get plenty of inputs 
and true high definition video quality. So 
next time you’re out looking at TVs or at a 
family or friends house check them out and 
see what you think. You may be surprised 
that for you it’s not worth all the hype. 

Another last-minute thing to remember 
is that smart TV manufacturers are starting 
to integrate advertising services into many 
smart TV operating systems so get ready 
for those annoying advertisements. Just 
something to keep in mind. t

e-mail your questions for dr. tekk to 
drtekk@baltimoreoutloud.com. 

from various service organizations, public 
health officials, and local churches.  The 
mission of the coalition will align with the 
goals of the National HIV / AIDS Strategy:  
To reduce the number of new infections, 
to increase access to high-quality care for 
people living with HIV and improve health 
outcomes, to decrease HIV-related health 
disparities, and to meet the spiritual and 
social needs of people living with HIV / 
AIDS.   The coalition will be focused on 
ways to make a difference in our own lit-
tle piece of the world.   Won’t you do the 
same?

The coalition will be holding a World 
AIDS Day observance in Frederick on 
Tuesday, December 1st, at Dublin Roast-
ers (1780 North Market Street, Frederick), 
at 7 p.m.  The public is encouraged to at-
tend.  Those wishing to share a testimo-
nial, poem, story, or song can contact me 
directly at 304-279-6261. Those wishing to 
know more about the Frederick HIV / AIDS 
Coalition can send an email to danne@
frederickcountymd.gov. t

debbie anne is a public-health nurse 
with Frederick county Health department 
in Frederick, maryland. in 2014 she was 
awarded a Governor’s citation for her work 
with marylanders living with HiV/aidS.

Smart TVs: Is all the hype worth it?

Dr, 
Tekk
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It was a resounding “No!” In early November 
Houston voters rejected the Houston Equal 
Rights Ordinance (HERO) championed by 
those seeking social justice, fairness and dig-
nity. This measure prohibited discrimination in 
housing and employment for 15 classes of peo-
ple that included age, race, disability, religion, 
national origin and even military status. The ma-
jor tactic used in the campaign to repeal the or-
dinance – restrooms. Since gender identity was 
also included as a class, signs reading “No men 
in women’s bathrooms” were plastered across 
the city. These transphobic messages led to the 
defeat of HERO by a wide margin and a major 
setback for transgender rights. 

Later in the month at the Transgender 
Spectrum Conference in St. Louis I witnessed 
an optimistic attitude. In spite of the Houston 
defeat, the atmosphere at the conference 
was buoyant – recent years have provided 
the trans community with numerous advanc-
es in acceptance and equality and the gath-
ering was a forum for celebration, inclusion, 
and confidence. 

Among the speakers at the conference 
was Mara Keisling, executive director of the 
National Center for Transgender Equality. Her 
message was indeed one of hope, yet high-
lighted the newly emerging attacks on trans-
gender rights as seen in Houston. With the 
struggle for marriage equality essentially won, 
the negative extremists have been refocusing 
their efforts toward new targets in ways that 
incite irrational fear. Ms. Keisling pointed out 
that the vast majority of Americans claim to 
have never met a transgender person and so, 
for many, we are still a mysterious minority.  
As more people come to know transgender 
individuals as “just people,” the suspicion and 
fear incited by the extremists will disappear. 
Unfortunately, it seems that such fear-mon-
gering is a growing trend. 

Of perhaps greater concern are the so-
called “bounty laws” being proposed for 
schools in several locations around the coun-
try. With such laws in place, students who 
report the use of “incorrect” restrooms by 
transgender students would receive a financial 
reward for doing so. The marginalization and 
lack of basic rights thrust upon trans students 

Changing 
the World

by these hurtful measures are indicative of a 
greater attack often in the name of “religious 
freedom.” Once again we see fear being used 
as a tool for hate.

Yet, with all the negative attacks against 
transgender people, the highlight of the con-
ference in St. Louis was the attendance of 
so many children. Along with their supportive 
parents, these young people spoke volumes 
about the future of transgender acceptance 
and equality. Their laughter and beaming 
smiles were evidence to all that the pain they 
had endured while struggling with the personal 
issues of being trans was being erased by the 
freedom to finally be themselves. We heard 
the story of little Samantha who announced to 
her fifth-grade classmates last Christmas that, 
although living as a girl, her assigned birth sex 
was male. The acceptance by classmates and 
teachers was unquestioningly supportive. We 
heard from Kyle and Jessica and so many oth-
ers with similar stories. For classmates, their 
trans status was a non-issue. 

The one exception was the story of Lila 
Perry, a young high school transwoman from 
a small town in Missouri. Earlier this year, 
Lila was in the national headlines after her 
school acknowledged her right to use the gen-
der-correct facilities. Parental backlash in her 
community erupted against the school and 
specifically against Ms. Perry. The protests 
by adults and students were particularly ugly 
and hurtful. She told conference participants 
that she agreed to a compromise in which 
there are now four different restrooms at her 
school. In addition to the traditional girls’ and 
boys’ rooms, there are also “boys’ inclusive” 
and “girls’ inclusive” restrooms – the latter be-
ing inclusive of trans students while the former 
are not. This arrangement clearly goes against 
Department of Education and Department of 
Justice guidelines, but as Ms. Perry stated, 
this small step forward for her small Missouri 
high school spared her community of further 
turmoil and set out on the pathway for future 
advances for others. Her courage in the face 
of hatred and bigotry was an inspiration for all. 

From these stories it is clear that the strug-
gle for transgender equality, in spite of the ad-
vances made in recent years, has a long way 
to go. If passed, the pending Equality Act will 
provide the needed legal protections, but leg-
islation alone will not change the narrow-mind-
ed attitudes as witnessed in Houston and 
Missouri and elsewhere. We see the courage 
and the hope in the faces of Samantha and 
Kyle and Jessica who are true role-models 
and pioneers. These young people have much 
to teach us and their actions will change the 
world for others yet to come.  t

laura anderson is an educator, author, 
parent, and granddad. living female for the 
past decade, she has come to appreciate the 
privileges she once held, now replaced with 
the fulfillment of living as her true self. 

Ice 
Machine

L:aura Anderson

Beyond 
the

OUT In ThE vALLEy

By MARy TAyLOR
The Club in Martinsburg, West Virginia, 
owned by Dale Gish, has closed its doors 
just shy of celebrating what would have been 
there four-year anniversary. With a record 
breaking attendance of 368 patrons coming 
through the door the last 
night raises questions on 
why would such an amaz-
ing venue close down.

We sat down with Dale 
Gish and got the inside 
scoop on what has trans-
pired during this sad time 
for the community. “There 
are many reasons why it 
is time to close The Club, 
such as increasing over-
head costs, decreased 
consumer spending and 
attendance, the issues of 
payroll and the personal 
time and money spent to 
keep a large nightclub open and successful.”

A few years ago we talked with Dale Gish 
when The Club first opened and discussed 
how social changes in society have affected 
LGBT bars and clubs to where they need to 
cater not only LGBT persons but open up to 
all people from all lifestyles. “You cannot seg-
regate anyone simple because you want to 
call it a gay bar. That concept doesn’t work 
anymore. If you want to stay in business in 
a rural area, you have to open your doors 
to anyone that wants to come out and enjoy 
themselves.”

This year marked a huge milestone for 

equality that plays an important role for LGBT 
friendly establishments with the Supreme 
Court ruling to legalize same sex marriage. 
And this means that LGBT persons can enjoy 
the freedom to go wherever they want and be 
recognized. “We pushed for equality and now 
have to accept that it’s here. LGBT patrons 
no longer have to go to a gay bar to have a 
good time. Gay people are everywhere and 
with each passing day it’s getting easier to 
publicly be accepted for who you are.”

So where does this leave local gay bars? 
Dale Gish says that these gay clubs are go-

Another Great LGBT Hotspot Has Closed
ing to have to adapt their format to the chang-
ing times. “We considered doing a complete 
overhaul to a sports bar format but deter-
mined that our location would not be the best 
for that with several others in the area. We 
have recently learned that our property own-

ers will be selling the entire lot to a developer 
who will use the space in a far better capacity 
than I ever could. For years we have been 
dealing with all kinds of maintenance issues 
because of the age of our building. There is 
so much unused space on the property and it 
will soon be something else.” 

The emotions during closing night were 
apparent with lots of hugs and tears through-
out the evening. Dale Gish and his mother, 
Kitty Gish, usually work over 80 hours a week 
operating and maintaining The Club. “That’s 
a lot of time to invest in something to see it 
go away. Our closing has been an emotional 
one for so many but there are greater things 
ahead for us. I have not had a vacation in al-
most half a decade so I think I will take one.”

As the writer of this story I have been a 
part of The Club since the beginning. I have 
had the privilege to be part of many different 
events: Pride, crab feasts, celebrations, pag-
eants, and many more. All of this has been 
done by Dale; his mom, Kitty, Coby Myers, 
the staff and what I call the family. So much 
love was put into this bar, it’s a shame to 
know that the community did not appreciate 
and support this venue over the years. I was 
there the final, closing night of the bar. I heard 
the goodbyes, the why’s and the if’s... If what 
I saw that night, the final night, would have 
happened more often I would not have had 
the tears in my eyes when The Club sign was 
turned off, signifying the permanent closing 
and end of this amazing LGBT bar and com-
munity friendly establishment. This bar will be 
sadly missed by all in the community.

Thank you Mom, Dale, and Coby for al-
lowing an outsider to be part of your dream. 
You will all forever be in my heart. t

Last call 
at The club
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sonal story, with its boundless pain and 
limited ability to actually protect. 

I had listened to Coates reading this 
book aloud; as a result, my experience 
with it had been visceral, close in, emo-
tional. I urge you to experience this book 
for yourself. Pick it up and read it, put on 

headphones and listen 
to it … do so with atten-
tion and presence, and 
it will change you. 

Allow yourself to be 
completely dissolved, 
no matter your identi-
ty, because if you do 
then Coates’ struggle 
will mean something.  It 
won’t mean something 
to him, he doesn’t need 
you – it already means 
what it’s going to for him 
- a love letter to his son, 
to all those beloved in 
his life, and to his peo-
ple. The book has al-
ready given him the ox-
ygen he needs to carry 
on – which is the means 
to retreat from the world, 
to read, study, and dig 
deep into his lifelong 
questions. 

Read it for yourself, and as you do 
mark all the ways it affects you when ex-
perienced through your gay eyes or your 
straight eyes, your feminist eyes or your 
businessman’s eyes, your immigrant’s 
eyes or your native eyes, your experienced 
eyes or your idealistic eyes, your search-
ing eyes or your wounded eyes, your 
young eyes or your parental eyes, your 
hopeless eyes or your giving eyes, your 
creative eyes or your unforgiving eyes.  
Eyes wide open.

Embrace. Dissolve. Connect. t
Sagepiper340@gmail.com

was booked to capacity, with an overflow 
room somewhere on campus for the scores 
who showed up to listen to the event being 
broadcast live.  When he came on stage, 
Ta-Nehisi Coates was tall and controlled, 
in a waistlong sweater and jeans. He start-
ed by explaining to the room that this was 
the last stop on his book tour, so it was 
in fact “the last time he was going to be 
talking for a long time.” He was frank and 
down to earth, peppering his speech with 
“you know” and offering up descriptions of 
how surreal it felt to have been awarded 
the National Book Award a couple of days 

before. He read from 
his book, and then 
took questions from 
an audience which 
featured a diversity 
of age, race, and na-
tionality. At one point 

he moved to cut off the questioners, send-
ing a few already standing in line disap-
pointingly back to their seats.  I just wished 
he would keep on talking…

There was a strange juxtaposition of 
events unfolding on the national stage that 
week before the Thanksgiving holiday.  On 
the one hand, a loud and cacophonous de-
bate was raging around the Syrian refugee 
crisis in the wake of the terrorist attacks on 

“i am sorry that i cannot make 
it okay. i am sorry that i cannot 

save you … You have been cast 
into a race in which the wind 

is always at your face and the 
hounds are always at your heels.  

and to varying degrees this is true of all 
life.  the difference is that you do not 

have the privilege of living in ignorance of 
this essential fact.”   –Ta-Nehisi Coates to 

his son Somari, from between the World 
and me

I sat in JHU’s Shriver Hall recently on a 
rainy Thursday evening, expectantly wait-
ing for the speaker to appear.  The free talk 

The Struggle

And the elusive 
nature of solace

ThInkInG OUT LOUD 

Pointing
By Sage Piper
it Out

Paris. This debate was shaped in part by 
the parade of shrieking and foaming Re-
publican presidential candidates, hell bent 
on elevating Fear Mongering to an exqui-
site and haunting art form.

On the other hand, African American 
author and journalist Ta-Nehisi Coates was 
quietly being award-
ed the National Book 
Award for between the 
World and me, a work 
of nonfiction written for 
his 15-year-old son as 
primary audience, a 
piercing truth tale of 
what it means to be 
black in America in 
2015. 

Oh, and yes, 
Coates, who the 
Washington Post re-
cently dubbed “Ameri-
ca’s foremost intellec-
tual,” was speaking in 
North Baltimore.

I found myself qui-
etly reeling from this 
combination of events. 
The refugee debate 
swirled around the 
very definition of who 
we are at the core, as 
a country – what we are made of – a call 
for a fresh look at our primal DNA, as if 
dragged out from storage under lock and 
key and lit up on the microscopic slide 
once again. The dialogue’s structure as-
sumed a noble and inherently benevolent 
original national character -- and what was 
needed was merely a return to the well, so 
to speak, for a deep and lusty gulp. 

Simultaneously, the most prestigious 
honor was being bestowed on Ta-Nehisi 
Coates’ powerful and sweeping assess-
ment of who we actually are at the core, as 
a country.  His book is a scathing illumina-
tion of the historical and structural founda-
tions of the inequality and divisions in our 
society --and the brutal consequences, for 
us all, of accepting these legacies as birth-
right. Part elegy, part history, part lament, 
part treatise on the struggle to “live free, 
to speak as if my body were my own”—it 
chronicles a personal quest for reclama-
tion through books, through study, through 
exploration, through attention and report-
ing, through a constant claim for a life 
apart from fear and the suffocating Dream 
of those who “think themselves white.” 

Coates exhorts his son to travel his 
own inevitable road of struggle with his 
eyes wide open.  He does not offer words 
of hope. Rather he imparts the only genu-
ine thing he feels he has – the gift of per-

Like Us On
Facebook!
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Dear Dr. Eva,
The holidays are upon us and as I 

prepare myself for dinner with the family 
I remember that, every year, I come home 
with a cold. This happens even though I 
get the flu shot in October. What good is it 
if it can’t protect me from the colds I know 
will follow after my runny-nosed nieces 
and nephews climb onto my lap?

Dreading the Holiday Bugs

Dear Dreading,
Unfortunately the 

flu vaccine cannot 
prevent a cold. Flu 
vaccine only pre-
vents influenza, also 
known as the flu. The 
flu usually includes 
fever and severe 
muscle and body 
aches as well as 
coughing and sneez-
ing. Sometimes a 
bad case of the flu 
can lead to pneumonia. Upper respiratory 
infections or colds consist mainly of nose 
and sinus congestion and sneezing with 
less severe body aches (as compared with 
the flu) and usually no fever. There are 
ongoing efforts to find a vaccine against 
upper respiratory infections, but there has 
been no success so far. Both influenza and 
upper respiratory infections can happen 
any time of year, but are most common in 
the winter.

There are several simple things you 
can do to prevent these and other infec-
tions. To prevent infections, you have to 
think like a medical professional and be 
constantly aware of infection control. That 
is, you have to think about it all the time!

hand-washing is #1! Most virus in-
fections occur because a person touches 
an object that has been contaminated with 
virus, such as paper money, someone’s 
hand, gym equipment, a doorknob, or a 
toilet handle, gets virus particles on their 
hand, then touches their mouth, nose, or 

eyes. This may sound gross, but it hap-
pens constantly. People do not think we 
touch our faces very often, but film studies 
and dye studies prove we do it every few 
minutes. Since touching your face is auto-
matic, it’s difficult to stop. What we can do 
is wash our hands, or use hand sanitizer, 
right after touching other people (shaking 
hands) or touching anything that other peo-
ple have touched. Yes, I am asking you to 
be one of those people who always carry a 
little bottle of hand sanitizer.

Gloves: People sometimes wonder if 
it would help to wear gloves. Gloves are 
effective in keeping your hands clean, but 
they won’t keep you from touching your face 
which is the key step in infection.

Masks: Wearing a mask can help to de-
crease air-borne infections like tuberculosis, 
whichever is very rare in this country. Masks 
may also help prevent the small percentage 
of colds and flu which are passed through 
the air. I am not aware of any studies prov-
ing that wearing a mask decreases the 

chance of getting a 
cold. If you are near 
someone coughing 
or sneezing, try to 
keep at least three 
feet away, since 
that’s how far a 
sneeze or cough 
propels virus par-
ticles. It is okay to 
change your seat in 
a restaurant or the-
ater to stay healthy.

flu vaccine: If 
you have not gotten 
this year’s flu shot 

yet, it’s a good idea to get it and it’s not too 
late. Flu vaccine decreases the risk of flu in-
fection by about two-thirds.

General health: Getting enough sleep, 
drinking enough water, avoiding smoking, 
and keeping alcohol use to less than two 
drinks a day all will help keep your immune 
system working well and reduce the severity 
of any infections you do get.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I work with children. I get the flu shot and 

I am pretty good about hand-washing, but 
since I am around so many kids I usually get 
a cold or a GI virus a couple of times every 
school year. What is the best way to take 
care of myself once I am sick?

Child Caregiver

Dear Child Caregiver,
Rest: Stay home from work and try to 

sleep at least four more hours a day than 
you usually do. Sleep is the body’s self-re-

The Viruses 
of Winter

QUALITy Of LIfE 

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

pair time: when you are sick, you need 
more. You aren’t doing anyone a favor if you 
work when you are sick: you won’t be able to 
do your work well and you are likely to pass 
the infection to co-workers and the kids you 
work with. This is what sick time is for. Stay 
home!

fluids: Coughing, sneezing, fever, 
vomiting and diarrhea all cause the body to 
lose fluids. These fluids must be replaced 
by drinking. Water, water mixed with fruit 
juice, soup, Popsicles, jello, and non- caf-
feinated soda are all good ways to replace 
fluids. Caffeinated drinks like colas, coffee, 

and regular (black) teas are not as good be-
cause caffeine is a diuretic and causes in-
creased fluid loss by urination.

Acetaminophen (brand names Tylenol, 
Non-aspirin, and many others, is the best 
medicine for body aches and feeling gen-
erally lousy when you have a cold. Use as 
directed on the bottle. People with liver or 
kidney disease should check with their doc-
tor about whether acetaminophen is safe for 
them. t

eva Hersh is a baltimore family physi-
cian. Send your comments and questions to 
her by email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.com
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fAITh

By REvD. fR. TIMOThy E. kROh
The Church of the Advent is a welcoming 
and inclusive Episcopal Church in the An-
glo-Catholic tradition, serving Federal Hill, 
South Baltimore, and beyond. We are an 
oasis of prayer in the heart of the city, and 
worship is central to our life and mission. 
Everyone is welcome to join us as we 
strive to grow to maturity as Christ’s body 
in the world.

We were founded in 1868 to serve the 
working-class, immigrant communities in 
South Baltimore. Our worship has always 
been an expression of the Anglo-Catholic 
movement within the Episcopal Church. 
The term “Anglo-Catholic” describes a 
range of traditions which stress the conti-

nuity of the Church with the teaching and 
practice of Christianity throughout the 
ages. Anglo-Catholics have always valued 
the sacramental lifeof the church, adhering 
strongly to doctrine such as thereal pres-
ence of Christin the Holy Communion, or 
Eucharist; and continuity with the tradi-
tions of the Apostles. This style of worship 
makes much use of chant, beautiful organ 
and choral music, incense, and a use of the 
body in worship that appeals to the whole 
person: to heart as well as head, to senses 
as well as to intellect. Thus, Anglo-Cathol-
icism is not exclusively “Anglo” but is radi-
cally inclusive:  embracing ancient, medie-
val, and reformed Christian traditions and 
seeking to use the rich heritage of spiritual 
tools available to us.

Within this rich framework of faith, the 
Church of the Advent is a very inclusive 
community, representing many facets of 
the human family, and everyone is wel-
come to join us for worship, fellowship, 
study and service. We deeply value our 
children, and serve them through Sunday 
School which meets during the Sunday 
Mass, and with a special Family Mass on 
the third Sunday of each month. Children 
are welcome both in Sunday School and at 
every service of worship.

Located at 1301 South Charles Street, 
we are a landmark of the Federal Hill 
community and our beautiful building is 
a peaceful, inspiring refuge in the midst 
of the city. Please join us on Sundays at 
10 a.m. for Solemn High Mass, and on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. for Mass and 
Prayers for Healing. Other Holy Days are 
also celebrated as announced.

We invite all persons to receive the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism, which is ini-
tiation, through water the Holy Spirit, into 
full membership in Christ’s Holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Church. Baptism brings us 
forgiveness of our sins, membership in the 
Household of Faith, and a call to ministry. 
All persons who have not already been 
baptised are encouraged to be baptised, 
either as infants, children, or adults. Bap-
tism is celebrated publicly during the Sun-
day Mass and on other major Holy Days. 
For families preparing for infant or child 
baptism, a preparatory meeting with the 
clergy is required. Teens and adult candi-
dates prepare through a private course of 
study with the clergy. To learn more, please 
join us on Sunday morning or contact our 
Rector, the Revd. Fr. Timothy E. Kroh, at 
fatherkroh@yahoo.com or 410-539-7804.  
Learn more at Advent-baltimore.org. t

Anglo-Catholic in Baltimore: ‘All 
Are Welcomed to Worship With Us’

family suggests that donations be made in 
Skip’s memory to Post 137), volunteer for 
the Fire Department and Red Cross, work 
with Homeland Security, serve on the Tow-
son Fourth of July Parade Committee, and 
be very active in his radio club. He did ev-
erything he could to make people happy, 
especially children; he would be a magician 
or dress up as characters at parties and 
play Santa for Christmas. He literally devot-
ed his life to helping people of all ages and 
walks of life. On the day before he died, just 
hours before he was taken to the hospital, 
he spent two hours in a deli giving rewards 
to children that were showing respect to 
their parents.

Skip was ordained a priest in the Old 
Catholic Church of Utrecht. He formerly 
served as assistant and associate pastor at 
St. Michael the Archangel Catholic Church 
and at the time of his death was associat-
ed with St. Charles of Brazil Old Catholic 
Church and Christ Catholic Church. 

Skip was a founding member of what is 
now known as the Interfaith Fairness Coali-
tion of Maryland and has served as its Pres-
ident for the past eight years. The Coalition 

is the successor to the Interfaith Coalition 
for Free State Justice that was formed in 
1995 with a goal to advance the cause of 
social justice for LGBT persons within the 
state of Maryland by working through re-
ligious bodies. Through his work with the 
Interfaith Fairness Coalition, Skip demon-

strated his strong commitment to the most 
inclusive concept of interfaith work possi-
ble. He was always available at Baltimore 
LGBT Pride and Baltimore Black Pride, to 
offer communion to anyone who asked for 
it, despite being criticized by other Catho-
lics in the community for doing so. 

Upon learning of Skip’s death, Pat Tom-
kins, board advisor for the Interfaith Fair-
ness Coalition of Maryland, said, “Father 
Skip had such a beautiful loving spirit. His 
gentle caring and warm hugs gave me so 
much support and love. He gave so much of 
himself even as he battled defeating health 
issues. My heart is heavy, but I feel that his 
life was a gift to my life.” 

Tom Bonderenko, executive director of 
Moveable Feast, expressed his gratitude 
for Skip’s longtime commitment to the or-
ganization. “Since its beginning in 1989, 
Moveable Feast has been fortunate to 
have Fr. Skip as a supporter, promoter, and 
photographer for anything Moveable Feast 
related…. We have lost a true advocate in 
our community. A man who championed 
not only the cause of the LBGTQ commu-
nity, but a defender of anyone who needed 
an advocated. Because we knew him, our 
community has been changed for good!” 

City Councilwoman Mary Pat Clark de-
scribed Skip as “a pioneer and leader of 
the LGBTQ effort as it has evolved through 
the years. His legacy is strong and lasting.” 
Echoing these sentiment and reflecting on 
Skip’s larger-than-life personality, Interfaith 
Fairness Coalition of Maryland vice presi-
dent Bill Redmond Palmer said, “Father 
Skip was one of our irreplaceable commu-
nity elders, and his loss is one that will be 
felt by the entire community.”

Skip’s viewing and funeral were true re-
flections on his life of service to so many 
people and causes. The funeral home was 
filled with people who Skip had touched 
in one way or another through the years. 
On the night of the viewing, American Le-
gion Post 137 was present in full force and 
held a ceremony. The funeral with a sol-
emn high mass was officiated by The Most 
Reverend Joseph F. Steward DD, presiding 
Archbishop of the New Catholic Church of 
North America. The family was surprised 
and moved by the many people who came 
out and testified to Skip’s abiding kindness 
through personal vignettes. At the inter-
ment, the Positive Voices of Baltimore sang 
two songs, “How Can I Keep from Singing,” 
and by special request of the family, one of 
Skip’s favorites “Testify to Love,” which the 
group learned in the car on the way to the 
cemetery by listening to it on Youtube and 
Googling for the lyrics. 

Despite his generous spirit, or perhaps 
because of it, Skip experienced extreme 

homophobic oppression during his life. 
However, he had an immense capacity to 
rise above adversity and abiding faith in the 
basic goodness of people. He truly, “turned 
the other cheek.” 

In reflecting on Skip’s death, baltimore 
outloud co-publisher Jim Becker said, “I 
have known Skip forever, actually before he 
was Father Skip. He certainly had the most 
giving heart. His spirit was so innocent and 
forgiving despite being taken advantage of 
and mistreated throughout the years. His 
tireless photographing of LGBTQ communi-
ty events for baltimore outloud, traveling 
far and wide on his own dime, was emblem-
atic of his approach to life. He did for others 
and expected little in return. I will miss him 
dearly as an activist, colleague, and most 
importantly friend.” 

Gary Suggars, a friend of Skip’s for 
four decades, remembers taking him on 
his first trip to New York City. “We attended 
a conference in Greenwich Village and on 
Sunday afternoon as we prepped to leave, 
I noticed that Skip was missing. As I was 
just introduced to Skip, I was not aware that 
he operated on SUT (Skip Unstandardized 
Time) but I knew he stated that this trip was 
his ‘maiden’ venture to NYC and I did not 
want to abandon him. Nearly two hours lat-
er Skip sauntered by.” Gary remembers that 
Skip had volunteered to help three fright-
ened youth find their way home, and of 
course got lost on his way back to the place 
of rendezvous, Gary’s car.

Gary’s experience those many years 
ago in New York City, was echoed by sev-

REMEMBERInG EDwARD c. 
‘SkIP’ kORITzER 

– continued from page 1

—continued on page 16

“Skip was almost 
always late to 

everything. Not because 
of poor planning, 

but because he had 
invariably stopped by 
the side of the road to 
help someone, gone to 

the house of a grieving 
family, was on the 

phone with someone 
in distress or need, 
or doing some other 

kindness.”
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By RyAn cLARk 
Ryan Haase is certainly a man on the move 
in Baltimore theatre.  As his theatre com-
pany embarks on a new adventure with the 
opening of their own space in 
December, I thought it would 
be good idea to sit down with 
him for a chat over a cup of 
coffee at Doobies in Mt. Ver-
non.  So, here goes—two Ryan’s and lots 
of caffeine.  

Ryan clark:  So… I’m going to start 
out with hard question.  Tell me Ryan, why 
theatre?  What got you into theatre?  What 
excites you about theatre?

Ryan haase:  When I was very young, I 
saw my older sister in this terrible non-mu-
sical version of meet me in St. louis.  Soon 
after, I was asking my mom to take me to 
more theatre.  I saw a touring production of 
Fame that came to Hawaii.

Rc:  Where did you go to college?  
What was your major?

Rh:  I went to Towson University; my 
focus was scenic design and production.

Rc:  What made you want to start a 
theatre company? 

Rh:  I directed Pippen at Towson.  It 
was the first time I had gathered a group of 
people together to put on a show—some 
from the theatre department others from 
the music and dance department—which 
was such an exciting thing.  After we 
graduated from Towson, my friends and I 
worked for other companies in the Balti-
more but we were just not satisfied.  We 
were not feeling fulfilled so we decided to 
come together and form our own theatre 
company because we thought we would 
probably and do it better.  That was the 
birth of Stillpointe.  We are coming up on 
five years of doing this.

Rc:  What is about directing that you 
like?  I came to directing as an actor in my 
undergraduate training.  You came to di-
recting as a scenic designer.  Can you tell 
me about that?  

Rh:  I think as an actor you are inter-
ested in a specific character—how would I 
play that character?  As a scenic designer 
you have to think in broader terms—what 
is the world of the play?  You create the 
world.  

Rc:  Where was Stillpointe’s first pro-
duction?

Rh:  Our first show was at Charming-
ton’s in Towson—a coffee shop in Towson.

Rc:  So, not a theatrical venue.  You 
were breaking that theatrical convention 
that theatre happens in a theatre.

Rh:  That’s what we consistently go 

for.  This past year was different for us be-
cause most of our work is in a small venue/
space.  [Stillpointe produced three shows 
the year at Emmanuel Episcopal Church in 

Mt. Vernon and recently 
assassins at University 
of Baltimore.]  We broke 
away from the basis of 
which we started.  This 

has been our most successful season how-
ever; we are really looking forward to going 
back to our roots—a small theatre

Rc:  What would you say is the mission 
of Stillpointe

Rh:  Making musical theatre accessi-
ble to a broad audience.  It’s giving peo-
ple an experience—I want people to say, 
“I never thought musical theatre could be 
like that.”  We try and create 
an atmosphere that is fun that 
is more like a party.  You made 
fun of me once by calling me a 
capitalist.  I never forgot that.  
(laughing)

Rc:  I did? (laughing)
Rh:  You did.  We were out 

talking about shows and you 
totally accused me of being 
a capitalist.  I recently said in 
another interview that we basi-
cally are capitalists.  We want 
to entertain.  When we did Hair, 
the audience had the opportu-
nity to smoke hookah with the 
cast before the show.  When we 
did little Shop of Horrors, the 
audience entered through the 
back alley of the theatre.  That’s 
what we thrive on.  That’s why 
we wanted our own small space 
to create that fun.

Rc:  Tell me about your new 
space.  How did all of this come 
about?

Rh:  The company had been talking 
about having our own space for quite some 
time.  Actually, this year we sort of put it 
on the back burner when the owner of the 
old Strand Theatre space approached us.  
Stillpointe had performed at that space 
for many years, which is right next door to 
our new space—the old Hexagon Theatre 
[1825 North Charles Street.]  We were giv-
en the first three months for free so we can 
fix it up… then we are on a graduated rent 
plan so it was a great deal for us.  We are 
putting in a sweat equity in the space to 
make it a home for us.

Rc:  So what is the audience capacity?
Rh:  It’s going to depend on the play.  

We are aiming for a 30-seat house.

Rc:  Is it a black box / modular space?
Rh:  Yes.  We have a bar that will dou-

ble as the orchestra pit.  I like to refer to 
it as sandwich theatre where the audience 
will be in the middle.

Rc:  How long will you be running 
shows?

Rh:  We are going to try six-week runs, 
which is something we have wanted to do.  

Rc:  What is in store for this this sea-
son?

Rh:  What we do know is we are going 
to do Putnam county Spelling bee, which 
will run from January to March.  We are 
looking at two new musicals with LGBT 
themes.  One is a gay ghost story that 
takes place in the 1930s!

Rc:  When do you launch your new 

space?
Rh:  We are having a space launch on 

December 11th from 7 to 11 p.m. featuring 
live performances and cocktails.

Rc:  I love it!
Rh:  The ticket proceeds will fund some 

of our cleanup costs for the space—paint, 
plumbing issues, etc.  

Rc:  Sounds exciting.  Thanks for chat-
ting!  I look forward to the event December 
11!!

Rh:  See you there. t
For more information about Stillpointe 

theatre’s Space launch Party check out 
their website at Stillpointtheatre.com.  
ryan clark is an assistant professor and 
program coordinator of theatre and media 
Performance at Stevenson university.  

A conversation

Stillpointe Theatre’s Ryan Haase
eral people including his family – Skip was 
almost always late to everything. Not be-
cause of poor planning, but because he 
had invariably stopped by the side of the 
road to help someone, gone to the house 
of a grieving family, was on the phone with 
someone in distress or need, or doing some 
other kindness. This was indicative of the 
way he lived his life, always putting other 
people’s needs before his own.

Skip worked for a number of years at 
Cellular One. He retired from Home Depot 
several years ago due to health problems. 

Skip was the oldest of 13 children of 
the late Edward J. Koritzer, Jr., a busi-
ness owner, and the late Hilda J. Koritzer, 
a homemaker. He and his siblings grew up 
in the Pimlico section of Baltimore City. He 
attended Baltimore City elementary and ju-
nior high schools and graduated from City 
College High School. His sister Rita said 
that despite its size, the family is very close 
and “we always accepted Skip for who he 
was without question. That’s love, that’s not 
an issue. Some of us would go to the Gay 
Pride festivals with him.” She said that he 
was devoted to his family and because he 
was the oldest, he was always trying to take 
care of everyone. “His favorite foods were 
pork, liver, and sauerkraut and he always 
managed to drop by when food was being 
served, though often late and tired because 
he was always helping other people.” She 
said the family has many pictures of Skip 
falling asleep after a family meal, noting 
that, “he belonged to so much. He was al-
ways helping others.” 

Skip is survived by adopted sons, Ted 
William, James Wesley, and David Lee; 
brothers Kenneth and Wayne; sisters Mar-
garet, Donna, Frances, Sarah, Susan, 
Mary, Rita; and a host grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, great niec-
es and great nephews. His brother George 
and sisters Rosemarie and Linda prede-
ceased him.

Bill Redmond Palmer is coordinating a 
community celebration of Skip’s life. To vol-
unteer, make a donation, or for information, 
please contact Bill at 443-421-9090 or at 
info@ifcmd.org. As soon as it is available, 
information will also be posted at Baltimore-
outloud.com and on the newspapers Face-
book page. Bill said that it is important for 
the community to memorialize “Father Skip 
in a way that befits the great gift he gave 
the community for so many years.” In the 
spirit with which Skip treated everyone, ev-
erywhere he went, all are welcome at the 
celebration. t

REMEMBERInG EDwARD c. 
‘SkIP’ kORITzER 

– continued from page 14

Ryan 
haase
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of legitimacy, and more importantly, pride. 
And let’s face it, even the greatest foot-
ball cynic cannot argue against the sport’s 
sense of camaraderie that transcends any 
television screen, any stadium. 

I’ll end with this: Though pedantic, X’s 

By TAvISh fORSyTh
Center Stage’s latest production X’s and 
o’s takes a hard look at America’s num-
ber one sport. The play is written by K.J. 
Sanchez with Jenny Mercein, and features 
dramatized interviews with real people – 
players, family members, doctors – whose 
names have been changed, in addition to 
scenes, presentations, projections and a 
few comedic gags, all of which culminate 
in lampooning the sport of football, char-
acterizing the corporate monstrosity as 
immoral, predatory, and historically ex-
ploitive, with few redeeming qualities. 

X’s and o’s is a little duplicitous, mas-
querading its criticism of the sport in com-
passion. Pre-show, the stage is reminis-
cent of a football stadium: lights, a neon 
glow, the latest pop-music. When the play 
begins, the NFL theme blares over the 
speakers as the ensemble re-enacts, in 
slow motion, a group anxiously watching 
a football game at home. These stylized 
transitions become an integral part of the 
larger performance, foreshadowing what is 
to come, while connecting the somewhat 
dissonant scenes. After the opening, we 
hear testimonial from retired players who 
explain their history with the sport. All the 
monologues are connected by stories of 
tackles and hits. “Football is a collision 
sport, not a contact sport” remarks a for-
mer quarterback (Bill Geisslinger). X’s and 
o’s wastes no time introducing its primary 
argument: football is dangerous. 

Of course, that revelation comes as no 
surprise to the audience. Football is vio-
lent, and there are inherent risks. What 
sets X’s and o’s apart is its focus on men-
tal health, particularly in regards to con-
cussive injuries, dispelling myths while 
revealing new evidence. X’s and o’s takes 
a special interest in discussing Chronic 
Traumatic Encephalopathy (CTE) which 
is caused by sub-concussive injuries – mi-
cro-damages within the brain that cannot 
be detected with standard imaging tests. 
CTE symptoms include impaired judgment, 
struggles with impulse control and aggres-
sion. A projected image of a brain with CTE 
seems to be missing large pockets of gray 
matter compared to a healthy counterpart. 
Experts suppose most retired football play-
ers with cognitive, behavioral and emotion-
al difficulties suffer from CTE. The disease 
becomes more insidious when the audi-
ence learns five million children play foot-

ball. Worse, helmets 
only increase the like-
lihood of CTE because 
the false sense of safe-
ty allows players to hit 
harder, while avoiding 
overt concussions. 

According the play’s 
physician (Marilee 
Talkington) CTE did not 
become a diagnosis 
until the 1970s. In the 
1920s it was referred 
to as punch drunk 
syndrome, but only in 
regards to boxing. De-
spite being a 40-year 
old diagnosis, an NFL player was not diag-
nosed with CTE until 2002. Two reasons: 
CTE can only be diagnosed post-mortem 
and the NFL took great pains to distance 
itself from any responsibility, despite co-
pious research and public outcry. X’s and 
o’s goes as far to compare the NFL to the 
American tobacco industry in a scene at a 
sports bar featuring Anthony Holiday, Ed-
die Ray Jackson and Jenny Mercein. 

However, X’s and o’s doesn’t solely 
target the NFL. The play also cites par-
ents, the NCAA, corporate America, the 
military, team owners who hold cities eco-
nomically hostage by threatening to trans-
plant a franchise, the American audience 
who wants “good television” regardless of 
risks, and a hyper-masculine gender land-
scape as culprits who give agency to a det-
rimental institution. 

There’s no arguing X’s and o’s is 
heavy-handed, if not preachy. Some of the 
acting seems flat because it reads more 
like a PSA than a character driven piece 
of theatre. That is, until the final moments. 

Rather than demonizing the sport en-
tirely, the play ends with testimonial from a 
Ravens fan (Eddie Ray Jackson). In it, he 
acknowledges the unifying quality of the 
sport, which can help strengthen a com-
munity. 

He invokes Baltimore’s reputation as a 
bad city, criticizing shows like HBO’s the 
Wire, which only reinforce Baltimore’s neg-
ative stereotype. He dredges up the on-
going fight for social equality, referencing 
Freddie Gray and the Baltimore Uprising 
last spring. But he concludes that when 
the Ravens won the Super Bowl in 2012, 
Baltimore gained a much needed sense 

LIvELy ARTS // OUT ON STAGE

Center Stage 
Tackles Football

facing off: 
Anthony 

holiday & 
Eddie Ray 

jackson

credit: Richard 
Anderson

and o’s is a play worth seeing, whether 
you’re a football fan or not. After the cur-
tain, the play may not resonate emotional-
ly, but certainly provokes an impassioned 
dialogue about ethics and the political 
landscape surrounding football. t
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Well, it’s a comedy, so you can bet it’s 
not going to end on a terribly down note. I 
expected the Night before to just be a riff 
on the Harold & Kumar movies with the guys 
being stoned all night and just going from 
one wacky scene to the next, but if you’re 
really familiar with past Christmas movies 

you’ll pick up hints of a christmas carol and 
it’s a Wonderful life subtly haunting the sto-
ry, particularly where the Mr. Green charac-
ter is concerned.

The film nicely ties together several 
elements when the guys get separated at 
one point with Chris tracking the “fan” (who 
has a Grinch fetish) who stole his weed and 
Isaac trying to find Sarah (Mindy Kaling), 
with whom he accidentally swapped cell 
phones and is now receiving texts and pic-
tures from some guy names James. Isaac 
is so stoned he starts texting James back 
telling him how impressed he is with the pic-
tures of his ... um ... manhood (and yes, the 
movie is rated R so you do see the pictures 
in question). Isaac does finally find Sarah ... 
and James.

By the end, even with all of the drug 
humor, inappropriate photos, and bicker-
ing amongst friends and family, the spirit of 
the holiday fixes everything and may even 

By chUck DUncAn
It’s that time of year again, dubbed “The 
Most Wonderful Time of the Year” in song, 
a time for family and friends to gather and 
enjoy each other’s company (in most cas-
es). And it’s also that time of year when 
Hollywood will give us a few movies set 
during the holiday season. We’ve already 
had the poorly received love the coopers 
hit the local Cineplex, and this week the 
Night before arrives bringing with it the 
spirit of Christmas past ... specifically a 
Very Harold & Kumar 3d christmas.

the Night before tells the story of 
three long-time friends, Ethan (Joseph 
Gordon-Levitt), Isaac (Seth Rogen), and 
Chris (Anthony Mackie). They’ve known 
each other since they were kids, but when 
Ethan’s parents were killed in a car acci-
dent on Christmas Eve 14 years ago, the 
three have bonded together even more and 
have always spent that night together par-
tying to keep Ethan’s mind off of his loss.

Now the guys are grown-ups, Isaac has 
a wife and a baby due any minute, Chris 
is a big time athlete (at least in his mind) 
more famous for his social media skills, and 
Ethan ... is a loner. He had a relationship 
with Diana (Lizzy Caplan) that ended badly 
but he still loves her deeply and hopes that 
she will come around and give him another 
chance. But with age and responsibilities, 
the guys decide that this is their last year 
together on Christmas Eve.

The only way to go out with a bang is to 
score tickets to the legendary and mysteri-
ous Nutcracker Ball, except none of them 
know how or where to get the elusive tick-
ets. Ethan, working as an elf for a caterer, 
discovers three tickets in the pocket of a 
coat someone has checked at the party, so 
he quits his gig right there and tells the guys 

they have a big night ahead. Isaac’s very 
understanding wife even gives him a lovely 
gift to help enjoy his final night of partying 
-- a box of drugs she got off of Craigslist!

Isaac immediately goes for the ‘shrooms 
to get the night started and immediately 
starts freaking out, deciding some cocaine 
will even him out. 
It only makes him 
worse. Chris needs 
to score some 
weed to impress 
one of his team-
mates whom is 
referred to as The 
Messiah (this nick-
name will play into 
a very funny gag 
later in the film), 
so they contact the 
local dealer, Mr. 
Green (Michael 
Shannon) to get 
what they need ... 
which is stolen, so 
they call Mr. Green 
again. In fact, Mr. 
Green seems to 
pop up in various 
places when the 
guys need him 
most. Hmmmmm. 
The night brings 
a series of hilari-
ous misadventures 
leading up to the 
Nutcracker Ball, 
some funny celeb-
rity cameos, and one very awkward mo-
ment for Ethan and Diana. Can this holiday 
be saved, or will the guys’ last big night be 
a big dud?

LIvELy ARTS // OUT ON SCREEN

Ring in the Holiday Spirit with The Night Before

No mass shootings here... a film that’s safely feel-good

leave you feeling that holiday buzz by the 
time the credits roll. I know I was ready 
to go home and decorate the house, and 
that’s what a good holiday movie should do. 

I think the last time I was that filled with 
the spirit of the season after a movie was 
with elf.

Some of the moments experienced by 
the guys may be a bit outlandish, but the 
winning cast makes it all believable. Mi-
chael Shannon, in particular, is a standout. 
If I had any complaints about the movie, 
it’s that Isaac goes from zero to 120 in the 
space of seconds. It would have been nice 
to see his high gradually increase as the 
night progressed. But Rogen pulls it off and 
has some of the funniest moments of the 
film. 

Director Jonathan Levine keeps the 
film rolling smoothly, not allowing Ethan’s 
more somber moments to grind things to a 
halt. For something that could have just de-
graded into a drugged out mess, the movie 
stays on an even keel from start to finish.

By the end, the Night before will remind 
you that the holidays are about magic, love, 
family and friends ... a feeling we need to 
keep in our hearts throughout the year. Not 
a bad message for a stoner comedy. t
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By BEn BLAkE
When the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Trans-
gender Community Center of Baltimore and 
Central Maryland (GLCCB) began prepa-
rations to relocate their headquarters from 
West Chase Street to the Waxter Building, 
a small group of volun-
teers started collecting 
and organizing signifi-
cant historical material 
scattered throughout the 
building. The goal of the 
project was to prevent 
the loss of any material 
and preserve it for future 
generations. 

In a short period 
of time, the volunteers 
discovered a treasure 
trove of material which 
had accumulated over 
the nearly four de-
cades that GLCCB has 
been the focal point 
of LGBTQ community 
organizing and mobi-
lization. Among thousands of photographs, 
there are candid images depicting a com-
plete range of cultural, social, and political 
activities from local drag queen pageants to 
marches on Washington, D.C. Within orga-
nizational records, there are a wide variety 
of documents concerning Pride, AIDS orga-
nizing, and the successful Baltimore Justice 
Campaign (which resulted in the city’s first 
law banning discrimination based on sexual 
orientation, in 1988). Stacks of newspapers 
contained a nearly complete set of Gay life, 

and its predecessor newspapers, going back 
to 1979. Artifacts ranged from anti-homopho-
bic violence refrigerator magnets to “Silence 
= Death” AIDS campaign t-shirts to the origi-

Harriet’s story begins in Minneapolis. I 
was living there while in my internship year 
at the University of Minnesota College of 
Veterinary Medicine. She was brought in 
to the emergency service at the hospital 
as a stray kitten. She was approximately 
five months old. She also had a very pain-
ful abdomen. A quick radiograph revealed 
the suspicion of an intestinal foreign body. 
She needed a surgery to save her but with 
no owner, there was no one to pay for the 
surgery. She was going to be euthanized 
due to the severity of her condition and the 
lack of a person to take financial responsi-
bility for her. During rounds that morning, 
I asked for a few hours before euthaniz-
ing her to see if I could come to a solu-

tion for this kitten. I went around 
the hospital speaking to the other 
doctors, staff, and students ex-
plaining the situation. I was able 
to collect money, mostly five and 
ten dollar bills, until I had enough 
to pay for her surgery. My plan at 
that time was to pay for the sur-
gery to save the kitten, wait until 

she was healed, and then find a perma-
nent loving home for her. Turns out that the 
permanent loving home was mine. She has 
proven herself to be quite a character. She 
enjoys the nickname Grey Storm because 
as a younger cat, she left a trail of destruc-
tion everywhere that she went.  She is sig-
nificantly calmer in her older age. Happily, 
both cats are still doing well in their geriat-
ric years. Both have health issues that are 
well managed at this time. 

Each of the cats has a very different 
relationship with Violet. Emilio is largely 
indifferent to her. He will ignore her un-
less she is sleeping in which case, he may 
snuggle up to her to steal a bit of body 
warmth. Violet will not chase him, lick him, 
or bother him in any way because he does 
not react to her. 

Harriet on the other hand, has figured 
out to coexist through ignoring. So if Har-
riet gets nervous, she will run, which will 
cause Violet to chase. Once the chase 
is on, it can be quite funny to watch, but 
quite stressful for Harriet. She has taken 
to avoiding the floor to keep out of Violet’s 
chase zone. 

Overall, it is a well-blended family with 
dogs, and cats living together and two gay 
guys spoiling them. t

Please e-mail your stories and questions 
to violetsvet@baltimoreoutloud.com.

Violet likes to think 
that she came first, 
but in reality there 
were cats in my life 
before dogs. Emilio 
(who is 17 years old) 
and Harriet (who is 
15)  were living with 
me for a significant 
amount of time before Violet came on to 
the scene. Emilio was adopted my senior 
year of veterinary school. I was doing an 
externship at that time in Washington, D.C.

The veterinarian I was working with did 
a house call for a man who breeds Dev-
on Rex cats. I went along to experience 
a house call and a breeding operation all 
at once. For anyone unfamiliar with the 
Devon Rex, they are a very gregarious 
breed. They are extremely playful, loving, 
and affectionate. To make them even more 
appealing, they are extremely cute. They 
have big ears, big eyes, and wavy hair. 
They are often referred to as the Pixies of 
the cat world. I walked into the house and 
was immediately taken by how many ador-
able little kittens are running around. I took 
a seat on the couch and within seconds, 
there was a pile of 20 or so kittens on my 
lap. On the very top of the pile, was one 
brown boy kitten that had a striking differ-
ence compared to the other kittens. He had 
no wave to his hair because he had no hair. 
He was, in fact, bald.  To me, this somehow 
made him even cuter. Through discussion 
with the breeder, it turned out that he was 
born with a condition called congenital hy-
potrichosis. This condition causes the hair 
follicles to develop very late or not at all. 
Although this condition is congenital and 
hereditary, the breeder wanted to be rid of 
the kitten because he did not want any of 
his clients to know that one of his kittens 
had this condition. So with a new kitten in 
hand, I left the house call. Later that day, 
he was aptly named Emilio the Latin lover.  
He has been a source of comfort and hap-
piness ever since.

Not Fighting 
Like Cats & 

Dogs

Violet’s
Dr. Tony Calo

Vet

QUALITy Of LIfE

Tips for 
achieving a 

well-blended 
animal family

nal sign for the 31rd Street Bookstore.  
With a growing volume of material and 

limited space in the new location, the vol-
unteers, led by Patrick Alexander and Arnie 
VandeBrake, quickly realized they would 
need to find a new home for the GLCCB’s 

records. With a strong desire to keep the col-
lection located within the traditional center of 
the LBGTQ community in the Mount Vernon 
neighborhood, the volunteers -- now officially 
organized as the GLCCB Archives Commit-
tee -- sought out the help of the Special Col-
lections Department at the nearby University 
of Baltimore Langsdale Library. 

As the moving deadline approached 
in late 2013, the GLCCB board of directors 
approved the transfer of the organization’s 
records to Langsdale Library. During sever-

al cold December days 
shortly before Christ-
mas, a small army of 
volunteers, assisted by 
Langsdale staff, load-
ed several van loads of 
GLCCB’s history for the 
transfer to archival stor-
age in the library. 

Since the transfer 
of the collection, volun-
teers have meet regular-
ly on Tuesday evenings 
in the archives to work 
with Langsdale staff to 
continue organizing and 
inventorying the collec-
tion. The goal is to create 
a basic inventory of the 
collection to provide use-

ful access to researchers as quickly as possi-
ble. To date, the nearly complete run of all the 
issues of Gay life, and its predecessor publi-

Making LGBT Baltimore History

OUT On cAMPUS

Baltimore justice campaign activists picketing in support of city 
Council Bill 187, the city’s first anti-gender discrimination law

Veteran local activist, Louis Hughes, identifies himself in an im-
age in the ‘Picture It’ exhibit at the creative Alliance, 2015. 

—continued on next page
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Corner Bakery Cafe
500 east Pratt Street, Suite 110, baltimore
443-681-1175

By nIck fUhR
I hate packing my lunch for work. As a re-
sult, I go out a lot during the week. One 
of the places I enjoy is Corner Bakery 
Cafe. For starters, I like the fact that I do 
not have to stand at the counter waiting 
for your food to come out. As it’s becom-
ing more popular, you are given a number 
once you place your order. At that point, 
you get your beverage of choice from the 
adjacent refreshment area 
and choose a seat.

Their menu selections 
are varied enough that you 
can go back fairly regularly 
and not worry about feeling 
like you’re having the same 
thing every time. I am par-
ticularly fond of their soups. 
In addition to the stan-
dards like Mom’s Chicken 
Noodle Soup and Big Al’s 
Chili, they have Cheddar 
Broccoli, Loaded Baked 
Potato, and one I’m partic-
ularly fond of: Roasted To-
mato Basil. The soups are 
available in a cup or bowl 
for $4.09 and $5.09 and 
served with a piece of fo-
caccia bread, or in a bread 
bowl for $6.08.

The bread and butter of the Corner 
Bakery (other than bread and butter) is 
sandwiches. They break down their selec-
tion as Signature Sandwich, Grilled Flats, 
and Grilled Panini, and they range in price 
from the mid $7’s to the mid $8’s. The 
Grilled Flats are served in pairs and any 
sandwich comes with your choice of chips 
or carrots.

Some of the Signature Sandwiches I’ve 
enjoyed are the Chicken Pesto on Ciabatta 
Ficelle, the Ham on Pretzel Bread, and the 
Spicy Asian Pork hot toasted sandwich. All 
are very flavorful and delicious. As for the 
Grilled Flats, the Southwest, Chicken, and 
Caprese are all very good. But some of 
my favorite lunches are the Paninis. Their 
Chicken Pomodori is particularly good as 
are the Cuban Press and California Grille.

Fuhr
the Love of Food

All the sandwiches can be enjoyed on 
their own or paired as half a sandwich with 
a cup of soup.

If you’re not interested in soup or sand-
wiches, they also offer a large selection 
of salads. The Harvest Salad is loaded 
with green apples, toasted walnuts, blue 
cheese, and currants tossed with mixed 
greens, balsamic vinaigrette, and harvest 
crisps and priced at $7.49 for the cafe size 
or $8.49 for the entrée. Other salads are 
similarly priced and also available in two 
sizes. There is the Chopped Salad, Classic 
Caesar, Kale Caesar, and the new Butter-
nut Squash & Kale Salad.

The Corner Bakery Cafe is not short 
on selection. They offer a variety of home-
made specialty salads to choose from that 
top a field of greens and can be paired with 
soup or one grilled flat and are priced from 
$4.59 to $8.39 depending on your combi-
nation. The selections include Asian Eda-
mame, Quinoa, Pico, D.C. Chicken Salad, 

and Seasonal Fruit Medley.
And the menu choices don’t end there. 

There is a varied breakfast menu and plen-
ty of sweet treats to choose from to end 
your meal.

The service at Corner Bakery Cafe is 
always very friendly. The wait staff is help-
ful and you never need to clear your own 
dishes. Additionally, each menu item is ac-
companied by the calorie amount. I know 
what you’re thinking, “I don’t want to know 
how many calories I am eating. I just want 
to enjoy my lunch.” But this menu is load-
ed with reasonably valued selections of 
600 calories or less and there is not a dud 
in the bunch. And if that is not enough to 
temp your appetite to try this restaurant, 
they also offer a 10% discount for senior 
citizens -- just ask for it. They have a great 
location at the Inner Harbor. t

DInInG OUT

Like a kid in a candy store...

cations, from 1979, are organized chronologi-
cally with a complete inventory. Other parts of 
the collection are less well organized than the 
newspapers. About one-fourth of the organi-
zation’s files are inventoried, but thousands of 
photographs remain partially identified or are 
completely unidentified by subject or date. By 
agreement with the GLCCB, the collection is 
accessible to researchers, community mem-
bers, and the general public, but the lack of a 
complete organization and description of the 
collection limits this access. To speed up this 
process, the Archives Committee is seeking 
additional volunteers for the Tuesday evening 
work sessions. 

In May, the library co-sponsored an exhib-
it by the Archives Committee during the Cre-
ative Alliance’s annual LGBTQA Film festival. 
The exhibit included a slide show of selected 
front pages of historical issues of Gay life, a 
wide variety of artifacts from the archival col-
lection and a preview set of images for the 
lGbt baltimore book. The center piece of the 
exhibit was eight panels containing over 500 
unidentified images from the collection. Ex-
hibit goers were encouraged to fill out forms 

OUT On cAMPUS

MAkInG LGBT 
BALTIMORE hISTORy 

– continued from page 21 to help identify the photographs. By the end 
of the two week exhibit, 158 forms had been 
turned in providing invaluable information on 
the images.

In September, Langsdale Library hosted 
an event launching the recently published 
lGbt baltimore book with author, Louise 
Parker Kelley. The event had a nice turnout 
and featured former Baltimore Mayor and cur-
rent UB President, Kurt Schmoke. President 
Schmoke recounted his experience support-
ing anti-gender discrimination laws when he 
was mayor and his current efforts to support 
transgender equality on campus.

In the future, it is hoped that this project 
will inspire many others to increase their ef-
forts to collect and preserve LGBTQ com-
munity history while many of the local veter-
an activists are able to provide stories and 
critical documentation of the movement. As 
Patrick Alexander explained to the baltimore 
Sun, “There’s so much to learn about a lot 
of things people my age obviously didn’t live 
through.”

For more information about the GLCCB 
collection or to learn about how you can be-
come a volunteer or donor, contact Ben Blake, 
UB Langsdale Library Special Collections, at 
bblake@ubalt.edu or 410-837-5047. t
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Tech
David Sugar

Talk

 A Computer 
Under the Tree?

So the holiday season is upon us and that 
also means some of us may be looking 
to purchase a new computer.  This 
article will give a high level over-
view of some of the things to look 
for when purchasing a computer and 
suggestions on where to purchase a 
computer.  A new computer can be 
a major purchase so being educated 
on what you are purchasing is im-
portant.

I’d like to start with the cost factor.  
Most of us will look for the best sales and 
head directly to those sales when looking 
for a computer.  All I have to say to this is 

STOP! If you are trying to save money on a 
computer then let me forewarn you that the 
performance of the computer will most like-
ly also suffer.  If you are on a budget like 
many of us consider shopping online.  The 
first advantage is you will get a chance to 
configure your computer instead of having 
to purchase what is available in the retail 
store.  The other advantage is companies 
like Dell and Apple typically provide the op-
portunity to make a purchase with a year 
to pay off your purchase interest free.  This 
should hopefully allow you to purchase a 
nicer computer with the opportunity to fit 
the computer into your budget.

Now that we’ve covered cost, let’s 
consider computer terminology.  Before 

purchasing a comput-
er you want to make 
sure you are informed 
and know what you are 
purchasing.  Make sure 
for instance you know the dif-
ference between RAM and hard 
drive space.  Educate yourself on 

the different types of processors.  Learn 
about the different versions of Windows 
available.  You will also most likely want 
some word processing product on your 
computer and virus protection so make 

A 
buyer’s 

guide

sure you learn what is available.  If you 
are a student, teacher, or work for the gov-
ernment, see if any discounts on software 
are available.  There is typically student 
pricing available for Micro-
soft Office products.  In 
general make sure you 
are educated on what 
you are purchasing.  
The best resource to 
learn computer ter-
minology is Internet.   
Just doing a search 
for the terms you 
want to learn 
should provide 

you with a 
number of different 
resources.

The last consideration I’d like to cover 
is how you will be using the computer.  Are 
you planning to use it for gaming needing 

a lot of memory and a powerful graphics 
card to display the graphics?  Maybe you 
just want a computer that will allow you to 
t y p e d o c u m e n t s 

and get on 
the Internet.   
W h a t e v e r 
your goal is 

before pur-
chasing the 

most expen-
sive top of the 
line computer 

on the market 
make sure the 

computer fits your 
needs.  If you don’t 
need the most 

powerful computer 
on the market poten-

tially consider saving 
some money and buy-
ing one more suited for 

your goals.  Comparing 
the computers on websites like 

Dell and Apple will allow you to see the 
costs and specs of the computer side by 
side allowing for a better decision. t 

e-mail your tech questions to outloud-
tech@gmail.com.

QUALITy Of LIfE
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By wAynE cURTIS
There was an odd commercial ad that ran 
during the Republican presidential de-
bate this past week on Fox Business. 
It took aim at the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau (CFPB), with the 
claim that it makes it more difficult 
for people to get mortgages, among 
other things. That was probably 
the first time that 
anyone in the 
general public 
had a clue that 
recent changes 
in the mortgage in-
dustry had almost com-
pletely overhauled the way 
that a real estate transac-
tion is recorded on paper. 
This invisible revolution 
has mortgage lenders, 
title companies, and 
real estate brokers and 
agents annoyed and up- s e t 
with the CFPB. But does it really 
make it more difficult for the buyer to 
get a mortgage? 

In short, the answer is no. 
As of the first Monday in October this 

year, the paperwork associated with a 
mortgage loan, from loan estimate through 
closing, changed. We threw out the HUD-
1, the legal-sized ledger that has been the 
official financial recording document for 

about 35 years. The Good Faith Estimate, 
or GFE… also gone. If you bought a house 
in September, just about every document 
you got during the mortgage application, 
and the financial records you have detail-
ing the transaction are now antique. Why?

Because none of the documents that 
had evolved over the last generation were 
developed as a coordinated whole. It was 
very difficult for most buyers to compare 
the GFE with the actual loan documents, 
and figure out how the HUD-1 related to 
anything else. Confusion was common. It 
was extremely difficult for the consumer to 
confirm that the mortgage terms they were 
getting were actually what the loan offi-

cer had promised at the time of mortgage 
application. Since the first of October, the 
loan estimate and the closing financial re-

cord look almost exactly the same, so 
the consumer can sit the two of them 
side by side and compare figures and 
see quite clearly if they don’t match.

Several rules that concerned 
consumer notification of changes 

in terms were rou-
tinely ignored 
before Octo-
ber. Now, they 

are built in to the 
process, have been 

strengthened, and made 
mandatory — with stiff, ex-
pensive penalties if they are 
broken.

Real estate agents are 
annoyed, but we will learn 
the new documents and 
the new procedures and 
adapt. We’ll survive. Ti-

tle com- panies are struggling to 
learn the way that dozens of lenders are 
implementing these rules, because each 
lender is setting up their own compliance 
procedure and each one is going to be 
slightly different. Lenders are the most ag-
itated about the rules, because they have 
to ensure full compliance, are now respon-
sible for preparing all the documents (in-
cluding the closing statement) and bear 
the biggest burden if the rules are broken. 

Most likely, the mortgage lenders are 
the source of funds for that ominous com-
mercial ad that the public saw last week. 
As is common in political season, there’s 
exaggeration and ominous music. But as 
far as the consumer is concerned, I think 
that the changes are long overdue. I’ve 
seen settlements where the loan the buyer 
sat down to sign was significantly differ-
ent from what they were promised. At that 
point, with houses empty, moving vans 
waiting, and the sellers on the other side 
of the table, there was enormous pressure 
to simply swallow hard, sign the papers, 
and deal with the aftermath later. Now, the 
rules will mandate a delay so that the issue 
can be dealt with, and the fault will be laid 
where it belongs — at the feet of the loan 
professional who promised something they 
couldn’t deliver.

Sometimes a revolution is a good 
thing. t

Wayne curtis has been a licensed 
realtor in maryland since 1997. You can 
learn more about his practice at charmci-
tyrealestate.com

Mortgage reforms do 
not spell the end of real 

estate as we know it. 
Sometimes a revolution 

is a good thing. 

REAL ESTATE

The Invisible Revolution

Baltimore’s 
Iconic Bromo-
Seltzer Tower

By hARvEy O 
When constructed in 1911, the Bromo-Selt-
zer Tower (actually Emerson Tower), at the 
corner of Eutaw and Lombard Streets, was 
the tallest structure in Baltimore at 289 feet 
high. That honor lasted until 1923 when the 
Baltimore and Ohio Locust Point Grain Ter-
minal Elevator was constructed (now Silo 
Point). The vision of Bromo-Seltzer inventor 
“Captain” Isaac E. Emerson, the design of the 
tower and factory at its base was inspired by 
the Palazzo Vecchio in Florence, Italy. The 
factory was demolished in 1969 and replaced 
with a firehouse.

Designed by local architect Joseph Evan 
Sperry, the tower has four gravity-controlled 
clock faces at the 15th floor. The clocks were 
installed by the prominent Connecticut clock-
maker Seth Tomas Clock Company at an 
original cost of nearly $4,000. Each face has 
a back-lit translucent white glass panel with 
BROMO SELTZER spelled out around the 
face - one letter at each of the less promi-
nent Roman numerals. Each dial is 25 feet in 
diameter and was the largest in the world at 
the time (even larger than London’s Big Ben). 
The minute and hour hands are 12 and nine 
feet long, and weigh 175 and 125 pounds re-
spectively. 

At the top of tower there originally stood 
a 51-foot-tall Bormo-Seltzer bottle. At nearly 
20 tons in weight, it was removed in 1936 due 
to structural concerns. The bottle had been 
internally illuminated with 314 incandescent 
light bulbs. It glowed blue and was topped 
with a crown. If that were not enough to draw 
your attention, the bottle, which could be 
seen 20 miles away on a clear night, rotated. 
It is said ship captains traveling up the bay 
would use the bottle as a beacon to guide 
them toward the Light Street dock.

The tower had been left vacant for years 
in the early part of the decade until 2007, 
when the Baltimore Office of Promotion and 
the Arts started renovations to create artist 

studio spaces for the visual and literary arts. 
The tower’s location near the Hippodrome 
Theater, Convention Center, and Universi-
ty of Maryland at Baltimore make it an ideal 
location to foster the arts in Baltimore. Ev-
ery Saturday at noon, the artists open their 
studios to visitors. The building opens at 11 
where you can ride the original Otis elevator 
up to one of the four tours of the clock room 
throughout the day.

The tower is currently under restoration. 
Cracks are being repaired while brick will be 
cleaned and repointed. The wooden clock 
hands will be replaced using quality redwood. 
Rusted and missing portions of each cast iron 
face will be replaced. But most significantly, 
the electric, replacement operation motors 
will be removed and the original pendulum 
operation restored. The restoration will con-
tinue through next summer, but when com-
pleted the clock will tick audibly for the first 
time in decades.

Few people remember the slogan of 
the Emerson Bromo-Seltzer Company - “If 
you keep late hours for Society’s sake Bro-
mo-Seltzer will cure that headache,” but 
many recognize the Bromo-Seltzer Tower as 
the iconic Baltimore landmark it is.

The tower was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1973. t

A totem to 
digestive 

relief
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stage question, and gave a speech on why 
they would like to be Mr. D.C. Eagle 2016. 
Kyle Collins, who gave a wonderful speech 
about how the D.C. Eagle bar should not 
just survive, but should thrive, was selected 
first runner-up. Also competing were Chad 
Alan, Ross, and Conquito who all hailed for 
Washington, D.C. 

I also really like the step-down speech 
delivered by Mr. D.C. Eagle 2015 Dan Ron-
neberg who spoke of some of the nastiness 
he encountered on social media during his 
title year when he reached out to the drag 
and rubber communities. He said that the 
leather community doesn’t have to worry 
about being torn down by the religious right 
because we are good at tearing ourselves 
down. He concluded with, “Every person 
deserves respect – don’t be a dick.” 

It was a really fun night at the D.C. 
Eagle. Many in the community have yet to 
embrace the new location of Washington’s 
iconic leather bar. There is also a new out-
door deck and a cigar lounge is on the way. 
I hope that the D.C. Eagle does continue to 
thrive. Happy 44th anniversary and I look 
forward to many many more! t

Danny Does 
D.C.!

Danny P. Hawkins was sashed Mr. D.C. 
Eagle 2016 on Saturday, November 22 as 
part of the bar’s 44th anniversary weekend. 
Danny who, as he stated on stage, was 
“born and bred many times in Washing-
ton” will represent our nation’s capital in 
May at the International Mr. Leather 2016 
Contest in Chicago. Many will recall that 

Mr. D.C. Eagle 2015 Dan Ronneberg was 
selected less than a year ago on March 
21, 2015. The 2015 contest could not be 
held last year on the traditional November 
date because the D.C. Eagle’s new loca-
tion at 3701 Benning Road N.E. was not 
yet open. Fortunately for Dan he brought 
the American Leatherman 2015 sash home 
from Chicago in October and will have a 
full year with his new title.   

The March contest was held on the 

main floor of the bar on a sort of balcony 
area and it was very difficult to see or hear 
what was going on. The 2016 competition 
was held on the recently opened second 
floor. This large space had ample room for 
a stage and a runway and there was no 
problem seeing the five contestants. Un-
fortunately, the sound system did not work 
well in the cavernous space and to make 
matters worse the side conversations were 
at the same volume as the microphone. I 
moved three times, but still found myself 
surrounded by Chatty Cathy. International 
Mr. Leather 2014 Ramien Pierre, who was 
also Mr. D.C. Eagle 2014, did a wonder-
ful job emceeing what has become Ameri-
ca’s longest running leather contest, I only 
wish I could have heard some of his filler 
stories and anecdotes better. The second 
floor will one day be a great space, but was 
very much a work in progress. Although it 
was not raining outside I found myself un-

der water drips throughout the 
evening. (I am not sure what 
was dripping, but I arrived as a 
brunette, but left as a blonde.) 
Plus there was no bar upstairs 
and I ended up missing a lit-
tle of the contest when I ran 
downstairs to get a drink be-
cause my blood alcohol level 
had become dangerously low.

A very impressive judging 
panel had been ensemble for 
the Mr. D.C. Eagle 2016 Con-
test: American Leatherboy 
2013 Tank Teachworth, owner 

of Trickbox, a fetish gear boutique in Wash-
ington; Dan Snyder, International Commu-
nity Bootblack 2014; boy ed, Mr. Eagle NYC 
2015 Laney Ballard; the “First Lady of Leath-
er” Mary Elizabeth Boyd; perfumer Rodrigo 
Flores-Roux from New York who developed 
a line of leather scented products, and head 
judge Mr. D.C. Eagle 2015 Dan Ronneberg. 
Contestants who had to be interviewed ear-
lier in the day by the judges, competed on 
stage in barware, jock, formal leather, on-

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

Mr. & Ms. woods 
Leather 2016  

Mr. D.c. Eagle Danny P. hawkins (yellow tie) and felllow titleholders

Danny P. hawkins was sashed Mr. D.c. 
Eagle 2016
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