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Colette Roberts, 
Chair of Local 
PFLAG Chapter, 
Steps Down

/ By Steve Charing /
You may have seen her leading the 
PFLAG-Columbia/Howard County 
contingent at the Baltimore and D.C. 
Pride parades. And you may have seen 
her at many other lgbt and community 
events in the area. But after 15 years, 
Colette Roberts, the co-founder of the 
Howard County chapter of PFLAG—
Parents, Families and Friends of Les-
bians and Gays—announced that she 
is stepping down as chapter chairper-
son. She has held this position since 
the chapter was founded. Her resigna-
tion is effective January 1, 2010.
 Citing personal reasons, Roberts 
said her decision was difficult and 
caused mixed emotions. “The past 15 
plus years have been the most valu-
able and memorable years of my life,” 
she wrote to her many friends and sup-
porters. “Watching this chapter grow 
from inception, and knowing I was en-
trusted with helping guide it towards 
its success, is an unforgettable experi-
ence that has changed me forever.”
 Under Colette Roberts’ leader-
ship, the chapter grew not only in size 
but also in the impact it had on the 
lives of those Howard County families 
struggling with coming to terms with 
a family member who are lgbt. As the 
principal contact for the chapter, Rob-
erts periodically received phone calls 
from parents and family members in 
distress, and through patience and un-

GGBB invaders at the Bay Cafe

Happy Birthday, Guerilla Gay Bar Baltimore!
After only one year, GGBB is making a difference.

/ By Steve Charing /
On the night Guerilla Gay Bar Baltimore 
celebrated its 1st anniversary at Mother’s 
Federal Hill Grille, three young women ap-
proached Byron Macfarlane, one of the two 
co-founders and leaders of the GGBB phe-
nomenon who was standing at the front end 
of the bar. They asked him for the now fa-
miliar purplish stickers that adorn those who 
participate in the monthly ritual of “invading” 
a straight bar or club in Baltimore City.
 But in this case, the three women 
weren’t lesbians. They were straight, and it’s 
notable that even they wanted to be part of 
this growing movement.

 Guerilla Gay Bar Baltimore was 
launched last November as an means to of-
fer lgbt folks in the Baltimore area an alterna-
tive to the local gay bar scene and perhaps 
make new friends and allies outside the lgbt 
community.
 “The primary goal of GGBB has been to 
better integrate the lgbt and straight commu-
nities in Baltimore,” says Byron Macfarlane, 
an attorney and who is running as an openly 
gay candidate for Register of Wills in How-
ard County. “Along with that, we wanted to 
provide members of our community with op-
portunities to travel outside the ‘gayborhood’ 
and see parts of the city they may not be 

familiar with or may not feel comfortable in if 
they are by themselves or in a small group.”
 The popularity of GGBB took the found-
ers by surprise. “I believe it has been a good 
year and we certainly have exceeded my 
expectations of the group,” explains Mark 
Yost, Jr., a lobbyist and law student who is 
the other co-founder and leader of GGBB. 
“A year ago, Byron and I had hoped to have 
a good time doing this and expected slow 
steady growth. I think if you had told us that 
we would be having crowds of 300 on aver-
age, we would have been shocked.”
 In fact, the crowds have often exceeded 
that amount each month. Both Yost and Mac-
farlane seek out Baltimore venues that cater 

-- continued on page 27

-- continued on page 27

Community Saddened by Blade’s Demise
Staff vows to re-launch as new publication

Members of the lgbt community across the 
country were shocked and saddened by the 
abrupt closing of the Washington Blade as 
well as other publications under the parent 
company Window Media.
 Employees of the Washington Blade, 
Southern Voice, South Florida Blade, and 

other subsidiaries of Window Media learned 
on Monday, November 16 that they were ef-
fectively closing down their operations im-
mediately. The company filed for bankruptcy 
under Chapter 7.
 “Washington Blade, like all Window 
Media, is closing today,” the newspaper an-
nounced on its Twitter page on November 
16. “Thank you for your support. (Keep fol-
lowing us for developments.)”

-- continued on page 9
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outspoken
STEVE CHARING

the Maine effect
We are not ready for marriage equality 
to be won at the ballot box.

 Blame was quickly affixed to African-
American voters, the Mormon Church, se-
nior citizens, and a failure by lgbt Prop 8 to 
effectively reach out to non-traditional sup-
porters. With varying degrees, all of these 
factors led to a dismal outcome.
 Then came Maine’s Question 1 on No-
vember 3. Maine is a state with strong in-
dependent tendencies, a blue state with the 
only two moderate Republicans remaining 
in the Senate, and marriage equality already 
in place throughout New England except 
Rhode Island.
 There weren’t enough black voters in 
Maine to scapegoat this time. The Mormon 
influence was not as dominating. And our 
side raised far more money than the op-
position. We still managed to lose by six 
percent.
 When we put two and two together, this 
time the answer is zero. Two blue states, two 
ballot measures, results the same: failure.
 In some ways the results in California 
and Maine could have been reversed had we 
been able to offset the scare tactics. Oppo-
nents of marriage equality used their money 
to effectively instill fear by lying with scary 
messages about same-sex marriage and 
its influence on children. They succeeded 
in convincing the electorate that “defining” 
marriage should not be left up to “activist” 
judges. And, of course, the convenience of 
cherry-picked Scripture always comes in 
handy during these battles.

But we haven’t found that shield against 
such smear jobs, and until we do, we cannot 
win by referendum.
 A well-known political axiom that had its 
roots in Plato’s Republic states you should 
not put a minority’s rights in the hands of the 
tyranny of the majority. People vote by emo-
tion, and if submitted to a vote, we would 
still have segregation, racial discrimination 

and a ban of interracial marriage in the U.S. 
While in some cases gay rights succeeded 
by referendum as in the case of Washing-
ton State, same-sex marriage, as has been 
demonstrated now in 31 states, is a non-
starter among the voters.
 On this issue we must avoid such ballot 
measures lest we continue to fail. There are 
far more motivated straight people voting 
against us than lgbt folks and allies can turn 
out. It’s a numbers game, and we don’t yet 
have the numbers. And we haven’t found an 
effective answer to the lies.
 In Maryland, we 
have successfully 
fought off such ballot 
initiatives ever since 
same-sex marriage 
has been thrust onto 
the agenda by way 
of the Massachu-
setts ruling in 2003. It’s easier to stonewall 
here because same-sex marriage is not on 
the books. In fact, our Constitution defines 
marriage to be a union between a man and 
a woman. Therefore, elected officials do 
not see the imperative for a constitutional 
amendment, which would then be up for the 
voters to decide.
 Instead, we try to win over legislators 
with the hope our governor signs marriage 
equality into law. That has not happened 
yet, and it will be years away from such an 
eventuality. But if it did, a more powerful ef-
fort will be made to undo the actions of the 
legislature and the governor by pushing the 

When ProPosition 8 succeeded in california a year 
ago there Was legitimate outrage throughout gay 
nation. hoW can justice and equality fail in a blue 
state that Went overWhelmingly for the first ever 
african-american President? With all the time to 
PrePare for the battle, hoW did lgbt leaders man-
age to snatch defeat from the jaWs of victory?

“When we put two and two together, 
this time the answer is zero. Two 
blue states, two ballot measures, 
results the same: failure.”

issue to the voters.
 For proponents of same-sex marriage, 
that should be our greatest fear. Maryland is 
a blue state, as is California and Maine. And 
put to a vote, we’d fail, too, unless our stories 

are told rather than the lies promulgated by 
our opponents.
 That’s where we all have a role.  We 
need to get OUR message out to the voters 
because our arguments are legitimate and 
truthful.

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is at www.
SteveCharing.blogspot.com.

Sign up online now for free 
home delivery of OUTloud. 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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OUTloud staff extends its best 
wishes to Distribution Manager and 
“People We Like” writer Jay Loane 
for a speedy recovery from surgery.

news // local

Baltimore transgender Day of 
remembrance

Rita Hester

On Friday, November 20, Baltimore will join 
hundreds of cities around the world in me-
morializing victims of transphobia during the 
11th Annual Transgender Day of Remem-
brance. Over 15 local organizations collabo-
rated to bring the public event to City Hall as 
a way to remember lives that have been lost 
because of anti-transgender violence.
 This year, the city’s event, whose theme 
is “Inherit the Light, Ignite the Future!” will 
focus on transgender youth, in an attempt 
to not only remember the past, but also rec-
ognize present battles and inspire a better 
future for transgender individuals. There will 
be musical performances, transgender youth 
speakers, as well as representatives from lo-
cal service and advocacy organizations.
 The international event arose to honor 
Rita Hester, whose murder on November 
28th, 1998 spurred the Remembering Our 
Dead web project www.gender.org/remem-
ber and a candlelight vigil in San Francisco. 
These events engendered an annual memo-
rial to those killed due to anti-transgender 
violence or prejudice, with hope to spread 
information about such crimes.

 Baltimore will mark the event at City 
Hall, 4th floor, 100 N. Holiday St. beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. There will be refreshments, fol-
lowed by an inside program, and at 8:00 
p.m. an outside vigil. Note that a photo ID is 
required to enter building.
 The event is being sponsored by Broth-
er Help Thyself, Boheme Café, Celebration 
of Community, Equality Maryland, Gay Life, 
Interfaith Fairness Coalition of Maryland, 
The Positive Voices of Baltimore, Pride in 
Faith, Members of the Transgender Re-
sponse Team and Taylor-Wilks Group.

gay teen’s Murder not ruled a hate Crime
The horrific and 
devastatingly sad 
murder of 15 year-
old Jason Mattison, 
Jr. on November 
10 was not consid-
ered a hate crime, 
according to po-
lice. He was found 
raped, gagged, 
stabbed repeatedly 
in the head and 

throat, and shoved into an upstairs closet.
 The news of his death shocked his 
fellow students and teachers. Jason had 
been a student at West Baltimore’s Vivian 
T. Thomas Medical Arts Academy on North 
Calhoun Street where he was extremely 
popular among the overwhelmingly female 
student body because of his outgoing per-
sonality and flair for fashion. He was openly 
gay, flamboyant and able to deal with teasing 
by some of the male students by using his 
quick wit and smile.
 The suspect, Dante Parrish, 35, has 

been officially identified as a “friend of the 
family” by police, but the motive of the murder 
is not known at this time or being released.
 Parrish, who is being charged with first 
degree murder, had been convicted of sec-
ond degree murder 10 years ago, but a judge 
overturned the conviction based on ineffec-
tive defense counsel, thus releasing Parrish 
20 years earlier than his original sentence.
 According to a report in the Baltimore 
Sun, “A Baltimore police spokesman would 
say only that Jason ‘was staying at his aunt’s 
house.’ It was there that Jason met Parrish, 
with whom the spokesman said the teen had 
a ‘forced sexual relationship.’”
 Detective Donnie Moses, a police 
spokesman ruled out that a hate crime was 
committed despite the extreme brutality of 
the crime. “Jason Mattison was raped while 
being murdered,” Det. Moses told OUTloud. 
“The suspect was not targeting homosexuals 
in general with this act.”
 A funeral for Jason was held on Novem-
ber 18 at Unity United Methodist Church on 
Edmondson Avenue.
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news // local

Plight of Homeless 
LGBT Youth 
Discussed at 
PFLAG Meeting
A panel of experts on homelessness among 
lgbt youth spoke before the Howard County 
chapter of PFLAG on November 10.  Seated 
from left to right: Curtis McDonald, FT Bur-
den (President and CEO of AIRS--AIDS In-
terfaith Residential Services), Ross Pologe 
who had headed the Fellowship of Lights 
and is an active participant in the Baltimore 
Homeless Youth Initiative, and Rex Smith 
(President and CEO of Hearts and Homes 
for Youth in Montgomery County).
  The panel discussed the lack of re-
sources and shelters available for home-
less lgbt youth in and around the Baltimore 
area.  They all agree that it is very important 
to make the case to elected officials that 
increased funding is necessary to provide 
housing for homeless and unstably housed 
lgbt youth. 

Maryland Gay and 
Lesbian Chamber 
of Commerce Holds 
Business Breakfast
Maryland Attorney General Douglas Gansler 
and Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA) were among 
the guest speakers at the first annual Mary-
land Gay and Lesbian Chamber of Com-
merce business breakfast on Nov. 10.  The 
event took place at Marriott Inner Harbor at 
Camden Yards.
 In addition, Baltimore City Council 
President Stephanie Rawlings-Blake; Kathy 
Snyder, CCE, President/CEO Maryland 
Chamber of Commerce; Mark Yost, Vice 
Chairman, MarylandGLCC.org; and and 
founder and president Ted Hart spoke be-
fore the audience of 75.
 Snyder welcomed the Chamber to 
its growing network of Chambers in Mary-
land.  Rawlings-Blake presented a con-
gratulatory citation from the City Council.  
AG Gansler discussed how significant the 
group was to Maryland and his support 
for equal rights.  Rep. Frank spoke about 
business, being gay, and how important 
groups like this were in the fight for equal  
economic rights. 

Columbia Democratic 
Club Holds LGBT Forum
The Columbia Democratic Club held a fo-
rum on November 11 concerning lgbt is-
sues.  Dan McCarthy, a PFLAG dad (l.) and 
Morgan Meneses-Sheets, the Executive Di-
rector of Equality Maryland summarized the 

pretinent state and national issues, how far 
we’ve come as a community, what our goals 
are, and what each of us can do along the 
way to achieve these goals.
  Following the presentation, many in 
the audience of 35 asked probing ques-
tions that ranged from the political implica-
tions in the fight for equality to specific is-

sues, such as “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and  
marriage equality.
 At the conclusion of the meeting, a 
motion was made by the CDC’s vice presi-
dent Ethan Moore and passed that the 
organization treat lgbt issues as a civil  
rights issue. 

“OUTloud is using 
red throughout this 
issue to commemorate 
World AIDS Day on 
December 1.”
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Jim Williams 
Honored by 
Moveable Feast

Baltimore Outloud co-publishers Jim Wil-
liams (on right) and Jim Becker at the Move-
able Feast 20th Anniversary Celebration 
on November 7. Jim Williams was the sec-
ond Executive Director of the organization, 
which provides food and other services to 
people with AIDS. He was honored at the 
event as one of 20 Moveable Feast Heroes 
for overseeing a significant expansion of the 
non-profit’s client base and services during 
his five years as executive director. 
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news // local

Local Author on 
Book Tour
Baltimore author James Magruder visited 
the Johns Hopkins University Barnes & 
Nobles Bookstore on November 11th to read 
an interesting and racy excerpt from his new 
book Sugarless. Magruder also participated 
in a Q&A session with the audience, and 
signed books for his fans.
 The book “offers a ruefully entertain-
ing take on the simultaneous struggles of 

coming-out, coming-of-age, and coming-to-
Jesus,” according to the publisher, Univer-
sity of Wisconsin Press.  Magruder wrote 
the book for the Broadway musical Triumph  
of Love.
 Sugarless is his debut novel, but 
Magruder has translated, adapted and writ-
ten several plays, as well as published other 
short stories and articles. He holds a Doctor 
of Fine Arts degree from the Yale School of 
Drama, where., along with Swarthmore Col-
lege, he also currently teaches. 
—Michelle Alpert
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beyond the beltway

/ CoMpileD By JiM BeCker / 

Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl

Marriage equality 
clergy condemn 
Catholic stance

Washington, D. C. - On November 11, the 
catholic Church leadership stated that it 
would not allow Catholic Charities to provide 
services to district of Columbia residents if 
the D.C. City Council recognizes gay mar-
riage. As reported in the Washington Post, 
the church is fearful that it could be forced, 
among other things, to extend employee 
benefits to same-sex married couples. As 
a consequence, church officials said they 
would have no choice but to abandon their 
contracts with the city. Previously, Arch-
bishop Donald W. Wuerl joined forces with 
Baptists, mainly African-American preach-
ers, in pressuring D.C. officials to allow pub-
lic voting on the legalization of same-sex 
marriage.
 In response, D.C. Clergy United for 
Marriage Equality condemned the action. 
Rev. Dr. Dennis W. Wiley, Pastor, Covenant 
Baptist Church and Co-Chair of Clergy Unit-
ed said, “[y]esterday, the leadership of the 
Catholic Church made clear that they are 
choosing a cynical political ploy over their 
call to serve the neediest among the com-
munity. Members of the Church hierarchy 
announced that they will prohibit Catholic 
Charities from providing services to D.C. 
residents if the D.C. City Council decides to 
recognize all married couples as equal un-
der law. If it indeed takes this step, the lead-
ership of the Catholic Church will be turning 
their backs on thousands of D.C. Catholics 
and other D.C. residents who embrace all of 
our neighbors and seek to provide for them 
in times of need. The Catholic Church hier-
archy is at a crossroads: they must decide 

whether they are in the charity business for 
charity’s sake, or if imposing their will on the 
D.C. City Council and the citizens of the Dis-
trict is their primary interest.”
 D.C. Clergy United For Marriage Equal-
ity is a coalition of nearly 200 District of Co-
lumbia clergy and religious leaders of many 
faiths, races, ethnic identities and sexual 
orientations. It represents religious institu-
tions in every ward in the District, and has 
worked together over many years for peace 
and justice and now joins their voices again 
to speak for freedom and equality. The mem-
bers declare that their faith calls them to af-
firm marriage equality for same-sex couples. 
The organization can be reached at www.
ClergyForMarriage.com. (Press Release - 
Cathy Renna at rennacommunications.com)

Levi Johnston

LGBT domestic 
violence rose 
significantly  
in 2008
new york City, ny - A new report on lgbt 
domestic violence has found that there was 
a 125% increase in domestic violence-re-
lated fatalities in 2008. The report by the Na-
tional Coalition of Anti-Violence Programs, 
an organization that fights violence against 
and within the lgbt community, also found 
that police misconduct has become a ram-
pant problem regarding the reporting of do-
mestic violence. Reports of police miscon-
duct in domestic violence cases increased 
in 2008 by 98%, with both the victim and the 
attacker often arrested and police officers 
often mistaking victims with masculine gen-
der expressions for the attacker.
 Reports of domestic violence rose in 
certain race and ethnicity categories. In La-
tino/a communities, reports rose by 100%; 
in multi-racial communities by 91%; and in 
Black communities by 50%. It was perhaps 
the immigrant community that saw the most 
startling increase of lgbt-related domestic 
violence, however. People with recent vi-
sas reported a 1,700% increase of domestic 
violence incidents, and refugees or asylum 
seekers reported a 900% increase.

 The NCAVP’s annual report addresses 
the pervasive problem of violence commit-
ted against and within lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer (lgbtq) and HIV-positive 
communities. A total of 3,419 cases were 
reported to NCAVP in 2008. NCAVP’s rec-
ommendations to quell domestic violence 
includes an increase in local, state and 
federal funding to lgbtq domestic violence 
programs; support for community and non-
profit based prevention initiatives; funding 
for the research of lgbtq domestic violence, 
and enacting of lgbt-inclusive non-discrimi-
nation legislation. (Bay Windows - Hannah 
Clay Wareham at baywindows.com)

Levi Johnston 
interviewed on gay 
radio show

new york City, ny - Levi Johnston, the 
ex-boyfriend of Bristol Palin, daughter of 
former Alaskan governor Sarah Palin, was 
interviewed November 11 on The Derek & 
Romaine Show on SIRIUS XM’s OutQ, the 
nation’s first and only 24/7 radio channel 
produced by and for the lgbt community. 
During the interview, Levi said he has no 
problem with gay people and the gay men 
likely to buy the Playgirl magazine in which 
he will pose nude. That’s totally cool with me, 
I don’t have a problem with gay people.”
 In addition, Levi described his rigorous 
preparations for posing nude for Playgirl, his 
strict diet (no more moose meat), why he’s 
“not really doing the whole dating thing right 
now,” what’s the deal with his relationship 

with Kathy Griffin, how he handles the fake 
Twitter and MySpace accounts people set 
up in his name, and what the future holds 
for him and more. He also reveals that he’s 
been to a spa lately……and liked it. In pre-
paring for the photo shoot, he said he has 
been spending “a lot of time in the gym and 
[eating] a lot of nasty food. . .I mean healthy 
food ain’t always the best food.”
 The Derek & Romaine Show airs week-
days from 6:00 –– 10:00 pm ET exclusively 
on OutQ, SIRIUS channel 109 and XM chan-
nel 98. Every night hosts Derek Hartley and 
Romaine Patterson offer a wild, witty blend 
of free-form chat with celebrities and every-
day folks. For more information visit www.
sirius.com/siriusoutq and www.xmradio.
com. (Press Release - Hillary.Schupf at siri-
usxm.com)

Craigslist 
extortionists 
arrested in 
Philadelphia
philadelphia, pa - The FBI and detec-
tives from the Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment have arrested a man suspected of 
impersonating a police officer to defraud 
a string of local gay men. Police arrested 
Michael Daniels, 26, of the 1600 block of 
North 56th Street, at 11:30 a.m. Oct. 9 after 
a month-long search. Daniels has a lengthy  
criminal record.
 Philadelphia Police spokesperson Sgt. 
Ray Evers said the arrest was the result of 
“good cooperation with the community, lo-
cal detectives and federal authorities who 
all worked together to find this person. The 
gentleman was difficult to locate, and we’re 
relieved that he’s off the street.” He was ar-
raigned Oct. 15 on multiple charges of bur-
glary, criminal conspiracy, theft by unlawful 
taking, theft by deception, theft by extortion, 
receiving stolen property, criminal trespass-
ing, possession of an instrument of crime and 
impersonating a public servant. Bail was set 
at $10,000, which Daniels could not post.
 Police issued a bench warrant for Dan-
iels in September after four men who had 
posted ads for male sex partners on Web 
site Craigslist reported they were threatened 
by a man purporting to be a police officer. 
In each case, Daniels allegedly responded 
to the ads and then arrived at the victims’ 
homes or other meeting places wearing a 
detective’s badge and carrying handcuffs 
and a walkie-talkie. The perpetrator told the 
victims that none of them had verified that he 
was over 18 and that he would arrest them 
for solicitation of a minor if they did not pay 
him. At least two of the men traveled with 
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Lake Falls Adult 
Medicine Specialists

Samuel Westrick, M.D.
New location:
Lake Falls 
Village Center
6080 Falls Road
Suite 204
Baltimore, MD 21209

Serving Baltimore’s LGBT community with 
pride, since 1984.

Now accepting most insurances.

Call 410.323.2757 for an 
appointment.

unionmemorial.org/
lakefalls

Daniels to withdraw money from the bank, 
one giving him $800 and the other $1,200. 
Evers said more men may have been target-
ed, and encouraged those who had similar 
encounters to report them to East Detective 
Division at (215) 686-3243. (Philadelphia 
Gay News - Jen Colletta at epgn.com)

Islam and 
homosexuality 
compatible some 
scholars say
Jakarta, indonesia - The Jakarta Post 
reported on November 10 that moderate 
Muslim scholars see no reason to reject 
homosexuals under Islam. The discussion 
was organized by Arus Pelangi, a non-gov-
ernmental group. Scholars said that con-
demnation of homosexuality by Muslims is 
based on narrow-minded interpretations of  
Islamic teaching.
 Siti Musdah Mulia of the Indonesia Con-
ference of Religions and Peace said: “There 
is no difference between lesbians and non 
lesbians. In the eyes of God, people are val-
ued based on their piety..And talking about 
piety is God’s prerogative to judge. The es-
sence of the religion is to humanize humans, 
respect and dignify them.” Another speaker 
at the discussion, Nurofiah of the Nahdlatul 
Ulama (NU), said that heterosexuality is a 
social construction that has ultimately led 
the majority to ban homosexuality.
 Several conservative Muslims also 
spoke at the discussion, but they condemned 
homosexuals. Deputy chairman of the Indo-
nesian Ulema Council (MUI), Amir Syarifud-
din said, “It’s a sin. We will not consider ho-
mosexuals an enemy, but we will make them 
aware that what they are doing is wrong.” A 
representative of Hizbut Thahir Indonesia 
(HTI) asked the attending homosexual par-

ticipants to repent and force themselves to 
return to the right path. However, according 
to Jakarta Post, Siti Musdah Mulia, said ho-
mosexuality is from God and should be con-
sidered natural. (365Gay.com)

Religion and drag 
to mix at benefit in 
Philly

philadelphia, pa - Religious services and 
drag shows are two venues that don’t typi-
cally converge, but they will next week when 
residents at a local HIV/AIDS housing orga-
nization host a unique fundraiser. Calcutta 
House Calcutta House, a supportive hous-
ing program for people living with AIDS in 
Philadelphia and the Delaware Valley region, 
will stage a fund-raising Drag Gospel Show 
tomorrow, Nov. 21, at the William Way LGBT 
Community Center, 1315 Spruce St.
 David Milbourne, a resident at Calcut-
ta’s Serenity Court, organized a similar show 
in the past and said that, in addition to the 
fund-raising component, such an event also 
has other benefits for the lgbt community. 
“Most of us have had experiences in mainly 
heterosexual churches that probably weren’t 
very pleasant, so what this does is provides 
an atmosphere where the lgbtq community 
is able to express their spirituality, without 
any looks or comments,” he said. “This 
creates somewhere where we can come 
together and acknowledge our spirituality 
—— whether it’s Catholic, Muslim, what-
ever —— and feel comfortable doing that.” 
Milbourne said that while this is a different 
atmosphere than what the artists are used 
to, he hopes it can also be a learning experi-
ence for them, as well as for the audience. 
“As much as they’re helping people to un-
derstand the transgender community, I hope 
this helps them and others to understand 
their own spirituality,” he said.
 Heather Osborne, Calcutta director of 
development and communications, said the 
concept, design and planning for the show 
have been completely resident-driven and 
grew from concerns about the state’s budget 
crisis. (Philadelphia Gay News - Jen Colletta 
at epgn.com)

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the on line version of 
various newspapers and other web sites. We 
thank these publications for allowing us to 
bring you their news stories. Usually the re-
ports have been significantly edited and you 
can read the full story by going to the web site 
mentioned following the item. Comments are 
strictly the opinions of Jim Becker and not of 
Baltimore Outloud or Pride Media.
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NOV 20 (F)
transgender Day of remembrance
This 11th annual event memorializes 
those killed due to their actual 
or perceived gender identity and 
expression, and helps educate about 
transgender people and the dangers of 
societal transphobia. Theme: “Inheriting 
the Light, Igniting the Future.” 6:30 p.m. 
Candlelight Vigil at 8:00 p.m. Baltimore 
City Hall (100 Holiday Street). Contact: 
morgan@equalitymaryland.org

integrity/Baltimore 19th anniversary 
Celebration Meeting
7:00 p.m. Peace Chapel, Cathedral 
of the Incarnation, 4 East University 
Parkway between North Charles and 
St. Paul Streets. Our celebrant and 
preacher this month is The Very Rev. 
Hal Ley Hayek, Dean of the Cathedral. 
Following the Eucharist there will be a 
potluck supper - please bring something 
to share - conversation and fellowship 
until 9 p.m. Info: maryh.miller@verizon.
net.

presentation of the film For the Bible 
tells Me So
Event co-sponsored by St Paul’s, 
Cedarhurst Unitarian Universalists, 
PFLAG (Howard and Carroll Counties), 
Pride and Faith (Equality MD) and 
various Carroll County Gay-Straight 
Alliances. 7 p.m. at St Paul’s United 
Church of Christ, corner of Bond & 
Green Streets (17 Bond Street) in 
Westminster.

20-21 (F-Sa)
phoenix Singh Dance Company 
performs at the theatre project
Dakshina/Daniel Phoenix Singh 
Dance Company will showcase Anna 
Sokolow’s pivotal work Dreamsat, along 
with their signature program of both 
Modern and Indian dance styles will be 
on display that reflect their mission to 
use the arts to build social and cultural 
awareness. 8:00 p.m. both nights. 
Tickets -$20 general admission, $15 
seniors and artists and $10 students. 

•

•

•

•

Theatre Project, 45 W. Preston St., 
Baltimore 21201. www.theatreproject.org.

20-22 (F-Su)
the peabody opera theatre 
performances of Mozart’s Così fan 
tutte
The last of the three Mozart operas with 
a libretto by Venetian librettist and poet 
Lorenzo Da Ponte, Così fan tutte was 
first performed in Vienna in 1790. Nov. 
20-21 - 7:30 p.m.; Nov. 22 – 3:00 p.m. 
matinee. Peabody’s Miriam A. Friedberg 
Concert Hall, 17 East Mount Vernon 
Place, Baltimore. Tickets: $25 for adults, 
$15 for seniors, and $10 for students 
with ID. To purchase tickets, call the 
Peabody Box Office at 410-234-4800.

24 (Tu)
pFlag-Baltimore Meeting with 
Morgan Sheets as guest Speaker
Meet the new Executive Director of 
Equality Maryland, Morgan Memeses-
Sheets. 7:00 p.m. Towson Unitarian 
Universalist Church. 1710 Dulaney 
Valley Road, Lutherville, 21093. 
The meetings are free, confidential 
and open to everyone. For more 
information, call 443-255-1484 or e-mail 
PFLAGbaltimorecounty@gmail.com.

DEC 1 (Tu)
World’s aiDS Day events Sponsored 
by the Baltimore World aiDS Day 
Coalition
Service of Remembrance, from 3 p.m. 
to 6 p.m., that will include the traditional 
reading names of family, friends and 
loved ones from the Book of Life, as well 
as thoughts from community members, 
and music by The Positive Voices of 
Baltimore. Service from 6:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. Candlelight vigil follows. 
Mount Vernon United Methodist Church, 
across from the Washington Monument 
at Charles St. and Mt Vernon Place. 
For more info, contact Wanda Watts 
at (410) 370-9969 or Wanda.Watts@
BaltimoreCity.gov

•

•

•

World aiDS Day at Coppin State 
University
Sisters Together and Reaching (STAR) 
and Diverse Students United (DSU) 
commemorate World AIDS Day. Health 
Fair (5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.), VIP 
Reception/Buffet (5:30 p.m. – 7:00 
p.m.), Theater Presentation (7:00 p.m. 
– 9:00 p.m.) - $10, and Candlelight Vigil. 
Johnson Auditorium. Info: Kim-267-972-
5241 or e-mail – kim760@aol.com

World aiDS Day reception for hiv+ 
artists
4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. CAMP Rehoboth 
Community Center, 37 Baltimore 
Avenue, Rehoboth Beach, Delaware

World aiDS Day Candlelight Walk
6:30p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Candlelight 
Walk begins at the Rehoboth Beach 
Bandstand and proceeds down 
Rehoboth Avenue, ending at All Saints’ 
Church, 18 Olive Avenue in Rehoboth 
Beach.

World aiDS Day Service of 
remembrance and hope
7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Service of 
Remembrance and Hope (including 
the reading of the names) at All Saints’ 
Church, 18 Olive Avenue in Rehoboth 
Beach. Light supper at All Saints’ 
Episcopal Church immediately following 
the service.

5 (Sa)
48th Season Celebration and audrey 
herman award
Presentation of The Audrey Herman 
Award to City Councilman William Cole 
for his support of Spotlighters Theatre 
and Arts & Theatre in Baltimore City. 
6:30 p.m. - Reception & Silent Auction; 
7:30 p.m. - Awards Presentation; 
8:00 p.m. – Performance of Rodgers 
& Hammerstein’s Cinderella; Post 
Show Dessert Reception. Spotlighters 
Theatre, 817 Saint Paul St., Baltimore 
21202. Tickets $50/$85. Ticket orders 
at spotlighters.org.

•

•

•

•

•

8 (Tu)
pFlag-Columbia/howard County 
holiday party
Baltimore Mens Chorus to entertain. 
Food, drink, bring the kids, Santa will 
appear. Owen Brown Interfaith Center, 
7246 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, MD 
21045  7:30 p.m. 410-290-8292, www.
pflagmd.org.

10 (Th)
“From Fanny Brice to Woody allen 
to you: a Short history of Jewish 
humor”
How did “the people of the book” 
become “the people of the joke?” This 
lecture, complete with historic audio/
visual clips, looks at Jewish humor and 
comic performance from the Bible to the 
borscht belt to the present day. Felder 
is in town touring her solo theater show, 
Out of Sight at the Theatre Project. 
Tickets $5. 7:00 p.m. Theatre Project, 
45 W. Preston St., Baltimore 21201. 
www.theatreproject.org.

11 (F)
it’s the Most Wonderful time of the 
year: a holiday Cabaret
The ever-popular Holiday Cabaret with 
quinTUs, the Towson voice faculty vocal 
chamber ensemble5 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m., Towson University, Center for the 
Arts, Room 3069. Tickets: $13 general 
admission; $7 seniors and $5 student. 
Call 410-704-2787.

19 (Sa)
Drag Bingo at pW’s Sports Bar to 
Benefit equality Maryland
8:00 p.m. PW’s Sports Bar. 9855 
Washington Blvd N. Laurel, MD 20723

•

•

•

•

email event submissions to calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com

2009community bulletin board
November 20-December 19
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finance

the 2010 
roth ira 
opportunity
/ By Woody Derricks, president / 
Partnership Wealth Management
410-732-2633

Since its addition to the tax code in 1998, 
many have wanted to take advantage of the 
benefits of contributing to a Roth IRA.

What is a roth ira? Most of you are likely 
familiar with the way a Traditional IRA op-
erates. It is similar to your 401k or other 
retirement plans at work: money goes into 
the plan pre-tax (saving you some money 
today), defers taxes during growth, and cre-
ates taxable income upon withdraw.
 A Roth IRA is similar to a Traditional 
IRA except that you contribute taxed dollars 
and the money can come out income-tax 
free (saving you money in retirement). An 
IRA is putting money in pre-tax and getting 
what that turns into as taxable income dur-
ing retirement. A Roth IRA is taking money 
that has already been taxed so that your 
withdrawals are tax free.

Why is 2010 an important year? In 2010, 
converting your Traditional IRA to a Roth 
IRA will become more attractive and more 
accessible than ever since the Roth IRA’s 
inception in the late 90’s.
 Current regulations prevent individuals 
and couples earning more than $100,000 
from converting their IRA to a Roth.  For 
those who are eligible, taxes on the full 
transfer must be paid at the conclusion of 
that tax year.
 Next year, regardless of income, any 
individual will be permitted to convert their 
IRA to a Roth IRA.  This is generating a lot of 
interest with higher income clients because 
they typically have little to no money saved 
in a Roth IRA.  By converting, they will be 
able to shift the taxable income generated 
by a Traditional IRA to potentially tax-free in-
come generated from a Roth IRA.  By having 
funds in both types of IRA’s, clients can bet-
ter control their income taxes during retire-
ment, avoid taking a distribution at age 70½ 
from their Roth IRA’s, and transfer assets 
tax-free to their heirs.
 The good news for anyone who wants 
to convert in 2010 is that the taxes on the 

amount converted will be spread out with 
half being due in 2011 and 2012. 

Does a conversion make sense for me? 
Cautions - remember that just because you 
can, doesn’t mean you should.  You need to 
make sure that you can pay for the income 
taxes in 2011 and 2012. If you can’t afford 
the taxes, then this doesn’t make sense 
for you.
 There is a five-year waiting period that 
must transpire before you can access your 
principal without a penalty. Additionally, you 
must be at least age 59½ before you can 
withdraw gains in your account without in-
curring a 10% penalty. 
 Even if you wait the five years and have 
reached age 59½, you may still have to wait 
a few years (or more) before the cost to 
convert has been made up by gains in your 
Roth.

Benefits - unlike a Traditional IRA, there are 
no mandatory withdraws to be made after 
age 70½. This means you can continue to 
allow the account to grow tax-deferred for as 
long as you’d like.
 Because the account distributions are 
tax free, the Roth IRA makes a great tool for 
estate planning. Your partner or other heir(s) 
can receive the money income-tax free (not 
estate tax free, however).
 One of the most popular reasons for 
using the Roth IRA is to provide tax control 
during retirement. Using the Roth IRA to 
compliment your other retirement accounts, 
you may be able to take enough income 
from each source to minimize your income 
tax bracket thus reducing your taxable in-
come during retirement.
 Remember to speak with a tax profes-
sional and your financial advisor to evaluate 
your options before making a decision. This 
won’t work for everyone, but is important 
enough for everyone to weigh their options. 

This article is for informational purposes 
only and is not intended to provide specific 
advice to any individual. Consult your legal, 
tax, and/or financial advisor to determine 
what is appropriate for your situation.

© 2009 Partnership Wealth Management, 
LLC. All rights reserved.

Securities offered through LPL Financial, 
Member FINRA/SIPC XXXXXX 10/09

OUTloud’s queer TV guide: 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com

 Several factors including the reces-
sion, the general decline of print media 
revenues as well as a strategy to assemble 
a national gay media network, contributed 
to the financial troubles of the parent com-
pany. The Blade was apparently profitable 
but not enough to offset debt incurred by 
the other components of the company,
 Last month the Washington Blade cel-
ebrated its 40th anniversary, making it the 
longest running local lgbt newspaper in the 
country. The paper had been regarded by 
many as the “newspaper of record” for the 
gay rights movement.
 Kevin Naff, the paper’s editor, learned 
of the news Monday morning. “The Blade 
staff is united and ready to continue the 
paper’s long-standing mission,” he told 
Michael Calderone of Politico. “The first 
meeting for our new venture is Tuesday 
and we welcome the community’s input as 
we move forward.”
 Naff also told LGBT POV, “We hope 
to re-emerge as a new entity without all 
the Window Media baggage. We will re-
emerge as a leaner, meaner operation 
without all the very expensive suite of of-
fices. We’re going to shed some of that cor-
porate trappings. And we will re-emerge as 

a leaner operation that will make money on 
day one.”
 Indeed, the former Blade employees 
have launched a website, savetheblade.
com, and are planning a scaled-down pub-
lication with a new name on Nov. 20. The 
size and scope of the distribution is not 
known at press time, but the intent is, as 
Naff stated to the Washington Post, “to let 
people know we’re still here, and still re-
porting the news.”
 Baltimore OUTloud co-publishers Jim 
Becker and Jim Williams expressed regret 
at the loss of the Blade. In a statement 
Becker and Williams said, “We are deeply 
saddened that the Washington Blade has 
been closed, another example of a suc-
cessful newspaper destroyed by the debt 
burden of its parent corporation. The Blade 
has been an invaluable resource to our com-
munity for forty years, and has served as a 
model for lgbt newspapers throughout the 
country. It is a huge loss for the lgbt com-
munity and the nation. We stand ready to 
assist in any way we can as our colleagues, 
the former employees of the Blade, work to 
establish another publication.”

BlaDe’S DeMiSe
-- continued from the front page

Sign up online now for free 
home delivery of OUTloud. 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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open wide:
ask dr. eva
DR. EVA HERSH

H1N1 flu: Too late to 
get the shot? Which is 
safer, shots or nasal?

Dear Dr. eva,
I don’t have health insurance or a doctor. 
How do I go about getting vaccinated to 
prevent H1N1?
—one of 40 Million

Dear ooFM,
Both H1N1 and seasonal flu shots are 
currently available free from Health 
Departments throughout Maryland. 
The simplest way to find flu vaccine in 
Baltimore: Call 311, the City Government 
help line, and ask for the flu clinic closest 
to you.
 The Baltimore City Health Department 
is having all-day flu clinics at a variety of 
public places, including schools, libraries 

and malls. The clinics are listed in local 
papers and also on the Baltimore City 
Health Department site, http://www.
baltimorehealth.org/. Click on the box that 
says; Please click here for information on 
H1N1 Flu (Swine Flu).
 To find a health department clinic in 
other areas in Maryland, look online at 
http://www.dhmh.maryland.gov/swineflu/
getVaccinated.html.
 A map with links to sites (mainly 
pharmacies) offering flu shots throughout 
the USA is available online at www.google.
com/flushot
—Dr. eva

Dear Dr. eva,
After I read your Sept. column, it seemed 
important to get the swine flu vaccine, but 
it wasn’t available then. Now I could get it, 
but it’s 2 months later, and I’ve read that the 
second peak of flu infections has already 
occurred. Is there any point to getting it 
now?
 What about the seasonal flu vaccine? 
Is it still useful to get that?
—Marc

Dear Marc,
We have had two waves of H1N1 flu 
sweep through the country, but there is no 

reason there can’t be a third wave, fourth 
wave, and more. We have seen very little 
seasonal flu so far this year, but it is still 
early in flu season. Seasonal flu increases 
as weather gets colder.
 Which vaccine is more important for 
you to get depends on your age and who 
you live with. Get both if you can. If you are 
under 24 or you live or work with children, 
you are more at risk from H1N1 (swine) flu. 
If you are over 50, you are more likely to get 
seriously ill from seasonal flu.
—Dr. eva

Dear Dr. eva,
My doctor offers both the flu injection and 
the nasal mist. Which is safer?
—Doro B.

Dear Doro,
Injectable flu vaccines (flu shots) include 
only inactivated (dead) virus. Nasal spray 
vaccine (FluMist) contains live, weakened, 
flu virus. You might expect that the vaccine 
with the live virus would be more effective, 
but in fact the shot is a little more effective. 
This is probably because with the shot, the 
vaccine is more certain to get into the body. 
The nasal vaccine can drip out of the nose 
or be lost before it absorbs if the person 
sneezes soon after receiving a dose.

 In situations where there is a lot of 
nasal vaccine available and little injectable 
vaccine, health professionals must reserve 
the injectable vaccine for people who can’t 
take the nasal vaccine: everyone over 50, 
and people with asthma and many other 
chronic illnesses.
—Dr. eva

How Not to Get the 
Flu, Colds, and Other 
Infections
These techniques are effective! Flu is not 
spread through the air, but by fluid from an 
infected person’s sneeze or cough. The 
fluid gets on your hands, you transfer it from 
there to your mouth, nose, or eyes-and then 
you get sick.
1. Clean your hands very, very often. 
Alcohol based hand sanitizers kill virus 
better than soap and water. Get a few 
bottles, including a small one for your 
pocket. Use it by putting on enough to wet 
your hands, then rub your hands together 
until they dry. This should take at least 15 
seconds – if it takes less, you didn’t use 
enough. If you are washing with soap and 
water, wash for 30 seconds by the clock 

-- continued on page 27
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Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis
We are a Welcoming Congregation,

We welcome and celebrate the lives of bisexual,
gay, lesbian, and transgender people.

Worship service: 9 and 11am
Rev. Dr. Fredric Muir, Pastor

Francoise Ateto, Director of Religion Education
333 Dubois Road - Annapolis, MD 21401 (410) 266-8044

Beth El Congregation

An open, progressive USCJ synagogue.

8101 Park Heights Avenue  

Baltimore, MD 21208

www.bethelbalto.com

“This is your synagogue.”

The Baltimore
Ethical Society

306 W. Franklin St. Ste.102
410-581-2322

www.BaltimoreEthicalSociety.org

Sunday Meetings - 10:30 a.m.

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES

&  WEDDINGS

Diversity    Humanism
Community    Equality

religious directory

We
Welcome

GLBT
Families

and
Friends
to the

Life and
Ministry

of the
Church

Grace Church  5407 N. Charles St.~ Baltimore, MD 21210 at Northern Pkwy
410-433-6650 ~  www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Grace United Methodist Church
November 25, 2009

7:30 p.m. - Shared Service of Thanksgiving
at Episcopal Church of the Redeemer

December 6, 2009
11:15 a.m. - Advent Workshop

6:30 p.m. - Book Study led by Dr. Brannan

December 13 , 2009
4:00 p.m. - Choir Christmas Concert

5:30 p.m. - Turkey Dinner & Christmas Party
reservations required (410) 433-6650

Grace United Methodist Church 
has an active program for people 
of all ages. We welcome singles 
and families of both traditional 
and non-traditional structure. We 
would welcome you and your chil-
dren and youth to participate in 
our program of Christian educa-
tion, two children’s and one youth 
choir, and youth fellowship.
     Our adult education program in-
cludes Sunday morning offerings, 

Grace United Methodist Church

as well as Sunday evening and 
weekday offerings. We encourage 
you to deepen your spiritual life by 
getting involved in a small group 
for study and personal support 
where you feel safe to question 
and explore your faith.
     An lgbt social group is available.  
For more information, contact The 
Rev. Nancy J. Webb at: graceu-
massoc@toadmail.com.

5407 N. Charles St. at Northern Parkway
www.graceunitedmethodist.org
Phone: 410-433-6650

Sign up online now for free 
home delivery of OUTloud. 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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sam  
unfiltered
SAM KUNz

Time to make the doughnuts once again 
my little minions. Sam has not got one sec-
ond to lose this week. Wait, did I just refer 
to myself in the third person? Ohhh damn, 
I guess I finally am losing it. Anyhoo, yours 
truly talked to a celebrity today. Well not re-
ally a celebrity, just the star of one of my fave 
shows as a kid. 
 Ohh, darlings was he hot! I think several 
towels in the house were slain in my tribute 
to him. Yes, we actually got to speak. Much 
to my total and complete un-surprise, he 
is a card carrying member of the Judy Bri-
gade. Although now 
he is a rapper and 
keeps it on the hush-
hush, do a little dig-
ging, you’ll find my  
boyhood crush.
 Oh I attended 
the Ms. Free State 
pageant last week. 
All of the contestants 
were fab and on the mark. Ms. Sue nami put 
on a lovely little number as always. onyx D. 
pearl was especially breathtaking with her 
talent number. Perfect girl! 10 out of 10 if you  
ask me.
 Congratulations to The Ms. eva Cou-
ture—the newly crowned Ms. Free State 
2010. You looked fab girl. Even if another 
contestant’s husband was outside boasting 
how someone else was gonna win. Hey, I 
don’t write the gossip, I just report it. Lesson 
one, Do NOT say something to a gossip col-
umnist you wouldn’t get up in front of 50,000 
people and say yourself. Trust and believe!
 So I was sitting in the phoenix and I 
heard a conversation that turned my pretty 
little head. I heard ass end of “and it’s a man, 
a statue, big d*** swingin’, going to be out by 
the fountain!” I just HAD to know. So I got 
the dirt. I got to meet the lovely Bart and his 
husband of 30 years!. 30 years! Can you be-
lieve that? When he said they met at a bar in 
Fell’s Point in 1980, after some quick calcu-
lations by yours mathematically challenged 
columnist, I was one when they met. Heh, 
some say I haven’t aged a day since.
 Quit look at my bulge Baltimore, The 
Mrs. Unfiltered likes it just fine thankyo-
uverymuch! Oh! Anyways, so they have a 
farm of which I am insanely jealous, and 
they have a very handsome, well I would say 
young man, but he’s older than me, so I will 

say handsome man who takes care of the 
Donkeys (OOOOOOOOOOH Girl) and other 
animals. Anyhoo, so Bart had a friend who 
had a potbelly pig named Angel. You know 
I was gonna tell the whole story, but screw 
it, long story short, Angel crapped all in the 
back of Bart’s car and some fat family from 
Hanover, PA came to buy it. The End.
 But darlings, I wish that WAS the end. 
However when I am looking at two loaves of 
sourdough day old bread bouncing around 
with much elan ,̀ I tend to get cranky. No, I 
was not at Whole Foods, but at the Quest. 
Some old former sad twink who was down 
on his luck was trying to get dollars for shak-
ing his booty. Honey, everyone knows if you 
have an ass that scary, and you want to get 
the dollars, just become a drag queen.
 Speaking of the Ms. Free State, my 
deepest heartfelt thanks goes out to Mr. 
Mark Martin of lasvegascostumingsupplies.

com for the lovely drag jewelry he gave to my 
fiancée .̀ You know, his jewelry is top notch 
and really high quality stuff. To think he does 
it all by hand, you know, I do a lot of stuff by 
hand, but it normally ends up looking more 
like pearl jam instead of a pearl necklace. 
MmmHmm. So if there are drag queens out 
there looking for jewelry, Mr. Martin or as I 
call him now, Daddy Martin hee hee, has the 
Sam Unfiltered Seal of Approval!
 Oh I must thank John and Wind Song 
productions who does the Karaoke at Club 
Phoenix on Sunday nights. He indulged my 
deepest and darkest fantasy. To be the next 
Bobby Darin! Lord, I did to that microphone 
what Kate’s lawyers are gonna do to Jon’s 
ass. I hit notes even God had never heard.
 Oh yes, forgot to mention the bitchin’ 
(Ohhhh thats for all you old queens out 
there) house party I went to at Jackie’s 
house of pW’s. Girl, pW’s may have been 
open, but the party was at Jackie’s. Trust 
and believe! I’ll sing Mr. Brightside anytime 
you want Frankie, love ya!
 Till next time sweeties, Blue skies are 
gonna clear up! Sit on a happy face! 

“Honey, everyone knows if you 
have an ass that scary, and you 
want to get the dollars, just 
become a drag queen.”

DEC 16–JAN 3

“Boisterously 
gay and

unabashedly 
opinionated” 
–Washington Post

JUDY GOLD IS
MOMMY QUEEREST!

(800) 494-TIXS    theaterj.org
1529 Sixteenth Street, NW  Washington, DC

Get your tickets now!
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unboxed
w/ ajar
LARRY WALKER

Kevin Brown met 
James Baldwin, who 
he lovingly calls “Jim-
my,” in 1982 when 
he was an extra in 
Baldwin’s play The 
Amen Corner. Bald-
win was called in by 
the director to over-
see the production. 
Brown recalls intro-
ducing himself to his 
hero at rehearsal, 
and inviting him to 
a cast party that he 
was throwing.
 To his surprise, 
Baldwin accepted 
the invite, which 
awarded Brown the 
opportunity to pick the brain of one of his 
favorite writers. Baldwin and Brown would 
meet again in 1986 when Baldwin returned 
to speak at CCB (Community College of Bal-
timore). After the event ended the men along 
with Baldwin’s manager went to Baldwin’s 
hotel where Brown would offer up some of 
his poetry for “Jimmy” to read.
 Brown recalls recoiling after the harsh 
criticism delivered to him, that moment would 
change Brown’s life as a writer. Baldwin, 
though not impressed with his poetic voice, 
noticed Kevin’s talent for narrative. “I never 
wrote another poem.” Instead, Brown turned 
his focus to writing plays, and of the thirteen 
that he has written seven were produced. 
He attributes Baldwin’s criticism to his suc-
cess as a playwright. It was these meetings, 
along with the personal connection that Kev-
in feels to Baldwin that motivated him to start 
the James Baldwin Society honoring the life 
of his mentor. 
 On the evening of November 11 Balti-
more’s James Baldwin Society hosted its 
annual James Baldwin Day celebration. The 
celebration was held at the GLCCB (Gay and 
Lesbian Community Center of Baltimore). 
The atmosphere was informal and relaxed. 
Mr. Brown began with a brief introduction of 
himself and an explanation of the mission of 

the annual James 
Baldwin Day Celebration

the James Baldwin Society. “It is important 
that we uphold Baldwin’s legacy…” Kevin ex-
plains, “anyone can be a member we don’t 
charge a fee, all that is needed is an appre-
ciation for the man and his contribution to 
society.”
 He went on to explain why he chose 

November 11 to cel-
ebrate, as it is not 
Baldwin’s birthday 
or the date that he 
passed. “November 
11 is the day that 
Jimmy decided to 
leave the country.”
 Displeased with 
the treatment that 
blacks received in 
the U.S., in 1948 
Baldwin decided 
to make a life for 
himself in Paris. Af-
ter the introduction 
Kevin played some 
clips of Baldwin ad-
dressing the status 
of blacks in America 
to give the audience 
an example of Bald-
win’s temperament. 
“I don’t know if the 
Board of Education 
hates black people...

I know the books they give my children.”
 In the first clip “The Price Of The Tick-
et” Baldwin explained how though he didn’t 
know if the U.S. Government despised 
blacks, he was well aware of the grim situ-
ation in the black community. In a rare cas-
sette audio clip taken from an interview 
done on the campus of Amherst College, 
Baldwin explains his view of what it means 
to be a black artist in America. Baldwin felt 
that black artists used their works to provide 
understanding of their plight and struggle, 
while the white public merely viewed it as 
a means of entertainment. Immediately fol-
lowing the audio/visual presentation Kevin 
opened the floor for discussion. 
 During the discussion the audience 
got to share their favorite Baldwin works, 
and to speak on the effect that Baldwin has 
had on their lives. The most poignant mo-
ments came when a man remembered his 
first time learning of Baldwin. He was one 
of twenty black students who attended his 
Virginia high school when an English Litera-
ture teacher brought to class a clip of Bald-
win reading from Giovanni’s Room. “To look 
at this black man and hear him speak...the 
flamboyance and strength in his voice, and 
to recognize him as me was powerful.”

-- continued on page 27
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thinking out loud

election (part two): What now
/ By DaviD Mixner /
Over the next weeks, there will be numerous 
well-meaning proposals to deal with the af-
termath of our brutally unfair defeat in Maine. 
Clearly there are many ways to respond. 
However, with all the energy I can muster, 
I have come to the clear conclusion that we 
can’t continue on the path we have been fol-
lowing the last two decades. The time has 
come for a major shake-up in ideas, tactics 
and priorities.
 Those who hang on to the nostalgia of 
the past can live in it. There is no question 
in my mind that the vast majority of the lgbt 
community is ready to move forward with 
new visions and new tactics. What is hap-
pening to us with this expanding system 
of Gay Apartheid in America cannot be al-
lowed to continue and if it does, we can-
not go quietly into the night enabling such  
abuse anymore.
 How can we have any dignity, honor or 
pride in ourselves if we validate this contin-
ued process of ballot box terrorism? How 
can we stand tall next to each other if we 
explain away another’s cowardliness? How 
can we allow people to dehumanize our 
relationships and our very integrity if we 
give people passes to sit out the battle for 
our very freedom? No longer are political 
timelines a reason for delay, no longer are 

incremental approaches acceptable and no 
longer can the political process expect us to 
be patient and wait our turn. Our turn came 
long ago and there will be no more waiting.
 our national organizations should be 
put on notice that we expect more from them 
and that we want more accountability and 
more dynamic leadership. For example, who 
talked to the President about Maine? Why 
did the White House refuse to become heav-
ily involved? Why was Attorney General Eric 
Holder’s statement not disavowed by the 
White House? Did we have direct access to 
the President or not? Wanting to know these 
answers is fair. Holding organizations that 
ask for our money and support accountable 
is not divisive it is common sense.
 We want leaders and organizations that 
represent our interests and are not beholden 
to the trappings of political power. Time to 
end the cozy relationship between our na-
tional leaders and Washington power bro-
kers and start playing tough.
 Organizations should follow the role 
model of Empire State Pride Agenda (ESPA) 
in New York. They must refuse to allow any-
one to speak at their dinners who is not for 
marriage equality. That includes the Presi-
dent of the United States. If they insist on 
doing so, we should stop enabling them and 
stop buying tickets. Guess what? ESPA, 

“Perhaps we have to fill the jails, block 
military bases, sit in Congressional 
offices, block marriage bureaus, etc. in 
order for them to know that business 
as usual has stopped.”

because of their policy, is not viewed as 
fringe or ineffective. In fact, they are one of 
the toughest and best state organizations 
in the country. Why in the world would we 
give people platforms and honors who don’t 
support full equality now? We must stop it. 
They are abusers of our graciousness and 
our kindness. There is no room for them 
anymore.
 As so many others have said, “the gay 
atM Machine is closed.” Not one penny 
more for those who are fair weather friends, 
who ask us to delay and who insist patience 
is a virtue in the face of injustice. I was as-
tounded a few weeks 
ago in Washington 
when all my liberal 
friends were urging 
me to support the 
Democrat Owen in 
upstate New York 
who won election on 
Tuesday. When I re-
sponded that he was 
strongly against mar-
riage equality and opined that they shouldn’t 
be supporting him, it was quickly pointed out 
to me that the Human Rights Campaign was 
supporting him. Well, you know what? I don’t 
care. If we support people who are against 
full equality, how can we expect others to do 
differently? No more excuses. Stop it. Close 
the checkbooks to those who are not fully on 
our side.
 promises are not enough. Before we 
support people they must be CO-SPON-
SORS for the repeal of DOMA and DADT. 
How in the world can Speaker Pelosi justify 
not being on Congressman Nadler’s “Re-
spect for Marriage Act”? No sponsorship 
equals getting no money, it is really that sim-
ple. In addition, we must cease giving money 
to groups that contribute to those ‘Blue Dog’ 
Democrats who are holding so much of our 
legislation up. Instead of national party com-
mittees, give to those politicians who have 
proven themselves directly. How can we 
possibly send money to the Democratic Na-
tional Committee, which urges the people of 
Maine to phone New Jersey and not a word 
about our struggle? How can you justify it?
 new tactics must be embraced and 
honored. Civil disobedience must now be on 
the table and it is time for a long discussion 
about how it is to take place in the commu-
nity. Perhaps we have to fill the jails, block 
military bases, sit in Congressional offices, 
block marriage bureaus, etc. in order for 
them to know that business as usual has 
stopped. Careful and thoughtful consider-
ation must be given now to this option.
 Watching the coverage on Maine and 
the results tells me the press doesn’t really 
take us seriously as a civil rights movement. 

If that initiative had said people of different 
faiths could not marry does anyone really 
believe that it would be a sidebar story this 
week? The media has grown used to us be-
ing abused and we are enabling them to ig-
nore it. “Oh yeah, another loss, how sad, we 
support you.”
 glaaD has to consider making this a 
priority and force the media to accept us as 
the civil rights movement we have become 
in the last months. Nothing could be more 
important. I will take a stereotype on a tele-
vision show in exchange for serious and 
comprehensive coverage of our civil rights 

struggle.
 There is so much more to say and be 
debated over the next months. Maybe the 
ideas above are not the best but at least they 
are bold and not more of the same. We can’t 
survive more of the same. Apartheid for the 
lgbt community is becoming a way of life 
and everyone is beginning to adjust to it. We 
can’t, we simply can’t, allow that to happen.
 For over thirty years I have been fight-
ing ballot box measures and even have won 
some. What I have seen is a system of laws 
go in place around the country that prevents 
us from full equality. Some laws are specific 
like banning our participation in the military 
or DOMA. Some states ban adoption or fos-
ter care. Others give people permission to 
discriminate against us. We are not denied 
a few rights, we are being denied our basic 
freedom and dignity.
 No longer can I stand before you in 
speeches and rallies urging you to stay the 
course. The course needs changing and we 
need to toughen up in the process. Yes, we 
must continue fighting but this time, instead 
of responding to their strategy, we must forge 
our own. Make no mistake about it. The days 
of acquiesce are over. There is no option ex-
cept one at this stage and that is full equality 
now.
 Freedom, Liberty, Justice are not mere 
words. They represent a way of life that is 
being denied to lgbt Americans every day of 
our lives.
 Enough. No More, Enough. 

David Mixner is an author, political strategist, 
civil rights activist and public affairs advisor, 
and his website is at davidmixner.com.



BALTIMORE OUTLOUD NOVEMBER 20, 2009 | BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM q  1� 

thinking out loud

/ By Dan eWalD /
After the voter-approved discrimination 
in Maine, the obvious question to ask is: 
How’d this happen? And next: Who can we 
blame?
 Kinda natural to go there. Must be 
something out there to direct our resentment 
at. The same vitriol we had when Prop 8 
passed. Fingers started pointing, and not in 
very nice places. Blame was placed on reli-
gion, race, the campaign and so on. Now we 
have Maine, wondering aloud, “WTF?”
 So: WTF? Let’s break it down now.

how much responsibility does obama 
have?
President Obama pretty much ignored Maine. 
While not a supporter of same-sex marriage, 
he did state it should be a state decision. Be-
fore the November 2008 election, he voiced 
- quietly - opposition 
to Prop 8.
 Meanwhile in 
the real world: He re-
mained silent when 
needed. Obama 
can still rally people 
to the polls. If this 
“fierce advocate” 
called on Maine vot-
ers to defend our rights, it may have been a 
different vote.
 So unimportant were our rights to the 
president, he supposedly didn’t even watch 
the returns. Maybe Obama’s stamp of ap-
proval would have moved the needle just a 
little bit. But I would’ve (almost) settled for 
him giving a damn, at least in private.

Did hrC do enough?
Oh here comes HRC asking for money, 
again.
 Yes, HRC was “partners” with PME, and 
sent out e-mail blasts to supporters, again to 
raise money for themselves. Oh, but wait, my 
inbox shows an e-mail from Joe Solmonese 
on Oct. 28, to celebrate Obama’s signature 
on the Matthew Shepard Act. Nothing about 
Maine’s fight. A single article on HRC’s 
homepage reads “Maine Families Denied 
Protections in Marriage Vote;” the organiza-
tion says it “expressed profound sadness 
and anger at the passage of Question 1 in 
Maine.” Bit too late guys.
 HRC reminds us of our wins: Kalama-
zoo’s non-discrimination policy, Washing-

you want Civil Marriage? Support 
local, not national groups

ton’s Referendum 71, some triumphs in local 
elections. It is silent though on critiques of 
the DNC, or the failures of elected officials 
to help our causes. It’s a political correct-
ness move, and since no one wants to say 
it, I will: our lgbt big wigs and party leaders 
ignored us. Makes you wonder where all that 
donated money is going towards huh?

Did protect Maine equality (pMe) not do 
enough?
I’ve worked on campaigns. Some quite hard, 
others a breeze. From what I read of the PME 
team, they did a stellar job. Under the lead-
ership of Jesse Connolly (http://tinyurl.com/
yal6dv2), they went gangbusters. Teams on 
the ground, working endless nights, prep-
ping Maine to be the first state with voter-ap-
proved marriage rights.
 People flew in to help the effort. Other 

state lgbt groups, like Equality Maryland, 
had local phone bank nights to help their sis-
ter organization. Despite all this, were Maine 
residents just unconvinced that our rights 
are worth protecting?
 Possibly.
 What did PME screw up? PME seemed 
to have a weak advertising campaign. One 
television ad after another “played nice,” 
showing normalized families that don’t de-
serve to be discriminated against, rather 
than saying a vote for Question 1 is a vote 
for discrimination. The “nice” ads were a 
change from the usual mud slinging, but a 
simple ad of “Yes on 1 = Approved discrimi-
nation” does put a bit more importance on 
the ballot measure.
 Despite their one sided approach on 

 “The ‘nice’ ads were a change 
from the usual mud slinging, but a 
simple ad of ‘Yes on 1 = Approved 
discrimination’ does put a bit more 
importance on the ballot measure.”

the airwaves, PME did a stellar job of raising 
funds, organizing volunteers, and put up a 
very good fight. Sucks they got bested by an 
unworthy foe.  

Did Stand For Marriage Maine (S4MM) do 
a better job?
With the backing of The National Organiza-
tion for Marriage and the support of con-
servative Catholics (and some Mormons), 
S4MM used mostly out-of-state money to 
create a campaign based on fear and mis-
information. Did these negative ads push 
people to the poll? It is a lot easier to play 
to people’s fears and ignorance than to their 
empathetic side.
 NOM has bigot campaigns down to a 
science. We need to study the enemy to best 
learn how to beat them.

What about the media?
Surely the liberal media, with its gay agen-
da, covered Maine non-stop? Aside from 
Joy Behar on CNN and Rachel Maddow on 
MSNBC - all attention was paid to Virginia, 
New Jersey, and NY-23.
 What if Maine’s voted on interracial 
marriage? Or if Catholics could marry? 
There would be story after story, “unbiased” 
of course, all pointing out how nonsensical it 
was: Of course this nation shouldn’t endorse 
discrimination.
 While Maine newspapers covered the 
issue, larger papers generally ignored it until 
the final days before the election. Still stories 
reporting on anti-gay issues were centered 
on Virginia (http://tinyurl.com/yjj7nzd).
 So who to blame? I’d side with the hate 
from S4MM, lack of involvement and sup-
port from the Democratic Party/Obama, and 
lackluster cooperation from HRC. My big in-
sight from all this though is to work with the 
local and state level groups. Ignore the high 
and mighty of the DNC and Gay Inc. Spend 
your pink dollars on the local queer rights 
group. They know how to get out the vote 
and make change. In this case the old adage 
seems to ring true: all politics is local.

Check this article on baltimoreoutloud.com 
for links to further reading.  Dan Ewald is 
chair of the LGBT Caucus for the Young 
Democrats of Maryland, and is a member 
of other progressive groups. If interested in 
getting involved, e-mail him at daniel.lory.
ewald@gmail.com. 
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lively arts // oN THE ScREEN

“Precious” 
Moments: An 

Interview with 
Out Director 
Lee Daniels

/ By gregg Shapiro /
One of the most eagerly anticipated films of the season, 
Precious: Based on the Novel “Push” by Sapphire (Lions-
gate) has had people talking about it since it premiered at 
Sundance earlier this year. As you can see from the title, it 
is based on the groundbreaking debut novel by out writer 
Sapphire.
 Set in 1987 Harlem where 16 year-old Clareece “Pre-
cious” Jones (Gabourey ‘Gabby’ Sidibe making her unfor-
gettable film debut) is still in junior high and is pregnant 
with her second child. Her living situation, where she is 
regularly physically and verbally abused by her mother Mary 
(Mo’Nique in a groundbreaking performance) and raped by 
her father, is more wretched than can be described.
 But there are forces of good at work in her world and 
she is given a second chance by enrolling in an alternative 
school. Under the guidance of concerned teacher Ms. Rain 
(Paula Patton) and social worker Mrs. Weiss (an unrecog-
nizable and unexpectedly accomplished Mariah Carey), 
Precious exceeds even her own expectations and triumphs. 
I spoke with out gay director Lee Daniels about his riveting 
new film shortly before it opened in theaters.

gregg Shapiro: Sapphire vividly brought precious to life 
on the page in her novel “push.” What was it about Sap-
phire’s novel that made you want to adapt it for film?
lee Daniels: The characters were very rich, very textured, 
very layered. Honest. Women and men that I related to. 
Streets that I identified with. Smells that I smelled. A world 
that I felt was mine. Intimate. I felt that if I could sort of down-
play the graphicness, maybe I could bring it to screen in a 
palatable way.

gS: the title of the movie “precious,” includes the 
words “based on the novel “push” by Sapphire.” Can 
you please explain why?
lD: Bastards, that’s what I say. (Slapping himself in the 
face) “Push!” (Ditto) “Precious!” (Ditto) “Push!” (Ditto) 
“Precious!” “Kunta Kente!” “No, Toby!” “Toby!” “Precious!” 
“Toby!” (big laugh). There was a movie that was coming out 
called “Push.” And everybody was all freaked out that that 
was going to...I’m really happy with the title now, it took me 
a long to for it to grow. Sapphire was like “ooookay” and 
Mo’Nique was like “oookay” in that order. It took me longest 
to really embrace it.
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Gabourey Sidibe

 We really liked “Push.” We were pushing through ev-
ery obstacle imaginable. We were making a movie about an 
overweight black girl, getting it financed, finding the girl, do-
ing it in New York. The whole movie was about pushing for-
ward in itself. For me, to change the title, I think, was maybe 
was even cathartic, in a good way. Because then it became 
“Precious,” through all of our 
pushing came “Precious” 
and everybody felt she was 
precious. Because we all 
have Precious in ourselves. 
Very interesting. (Thoughtful 
pause) this stuff is therapeu-
tic for me (laughs).

gS: Was Sapphire enthu-
siastic about her novel be-
ing made into a movie or did she need to be persuaded 
about the idea?
lD: I stalked her. She was not into this at all in the begin-
ning. There were many people suiting her. And I stalked her. 
And I know that she felt now, in hindsight, that if we did a 
bad movie, that it would somehow affect the novel. Slowly, 
she came to the realization that, by making a bad movie, 
if it were bad, that it would not affect her beautiful piece of 
literature. When she came to that resolve, I was still stalking. 
I was just at the right place at the right time (laughs).

gS: gabourey ‘gabby’ Sidibe makes her film debut as 
precious. Can you please say something about the pro-
cess of casting that role and how you came to ‘gab-
by’?
lD: Dude, it was a miracle. This is crazy, really crazy. Like 

400 girls. Now that may not seem like a lot. I say it often. I 
saw 400 girls. We were checking out chicks and they were 
Precious, these girls were really the real deal. Talking about 
McDonalds slinging, Macy’s, they were working at the gas 
station, they was behind the counter at 7-Eleven. They came 
and did good readings.

 Then Gabby’s audition came and she—I saw it—and 
then I heard her talk. And she talked so differently from 
the audition. I was like, huh? Who are you? And I real-
ized she was acting. And if I had used one of those girls, it 
would’ve been exploiting her, and it would’ve been making  
fun of her.

gS: you worked with Mo’nique (a native of Baltimore 
County ) in Shadowboxer – what was it about working 
her that made you think she would be right to portray 
Mary in “precious”?
lD: Just instinct. I knew when she played Precious in my 
movie Shadowboxer, her character’s name was Precious, I 
knew that she was Mary (big smile). There were glimmers 
of Mary in my movie Shadowboxer and her connection was 
so profoundly one. She understands words that come out 

“I fought so long all my life prejudices 
about being gay, about being victimized 
because I was gay, being victimized 
because I was black, being victimized 
because I was gay and black.”
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of my mouth before they come out of my mouth. Like she 
knows me and I know her. It’s like we’re married but we have 
no sex.

gS: Do you think you’ll work with her again?
lD: And again and again and again.

gS: that’s quite a statement.
lD: Because we know each other so well. 
When you know somebody that intimately, 
the truth is on screen. I’ll go “Mary,” literally, 
in the middle of a thing, I don’t even have 
to talk to her. I’m grunting, I’m primal hand 
movements to her and she’s absorbing it 
and responding likewise. In the middle of 
this long soliloquy at the end of the scene, 
the last scene in the movie.

gS: the scene in Mrs. Weiss the social worker’s office?
lD: Yes. I said, “Stop, grab the lotion.” And she knew in-
stinctively, “I’m going too long, let me grab this lotion,” and 
she changed gears. (Quoting from movie, while miming put-
ting lotion on hands) “The people, at the “Teach One Each 
One…” I think the genius of Mo’Nique is the ability to…co-
medians, they take the acting approach from a different per-
spective than the regular actor. There’s this twisted humor-

Director Lee Daniels (left) with Gabourey Sidibe (as Precious, center) and Xosha Roquemore (as Joann, right).
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ous…I don’t know what they do to it. They don’t take it upon 
themselves to take it the way a regular actor would. They 
just see it differently than we do.

gS: Do you think it’s because of the comedy formula, 
“tragedy plus time equals comedy”?

lD: Yes! Abso-f******-lutely.

gS: you mentioned the scene in Mrs. 
Weiss’s office. Mariah Carey was in ten-
nessee, which you produced. What was 
it about Mariah that made you think she 
would be good to play Mrs. Weiss?
lD: Because I know Mariah differently. 
Mariah, when she leaves her home, when 
she gets into her bubble, as I call it (laughs). 
I don’t know her. But at home, when she’s 

at my house or I’m at her house. Then she is a completely 
different animal.

gS: What impact does being an openly gay filmmaker 
have on your choices for the films you want to direct or 
produce?
lD: I’m glad that you mentioned that, because I don’t get 
that question often. For me, I think the gay part is not an 
issue. But more the black gay part is a bigger issue. As a 

gay man, gay men, there 
so many of them in Hol-
lywood and (they’re) deci-
sion makers and it’s a cult, 
I think. I don’t have to worry 
about prejudices right now, 
anymore.
 I fought so long all my 
life prejudices about being 
gay, about being victimized 
because I was gay, being 
victimized because I was 
black, being victimized be-
cause I was gay and black. 
I’m so happy at 50 years old, 
that I’m being embraced for 
my spirit and for me. And it’s 
so overwhelming. It’s just 
so beautiful that people can 
accept me for me and being 
open. I don’t have to lie, well, 
I never lied, but I don’t have 
to feel like “oh, you don’t like 
me. What do I have to do to 
make you like me?” I can’t 
even go there, but let’s not 
talk about that.

gS: there’s not a lot of hu-
mor in the movie, but there 
is that scene where pre-
cious goes to Ms. rain’s 
house and realizes that 
Ms. rain is, as precious 
puts it, “a straight-up les-
bian.”
lD: I love it (laughs). First 
of all, the movie is very gay-

themed if you really study the film. For me, lower economic 
socio-backgrounds really are not embracing of homosexu-
als. And in the book, Sapphire brilliantly executes it in a 
harder way. There are so many subjects, lesbian, race, self-
esteem issues, obesity, all these issues in the film, I could 
only like touch at it because I made this movie for my family 
in the ghetto. I wanted them to see, three quarters of the way 
through the film, that the savior, that the goddess, that the 
sex vixen, was a lesbian. And you were like “what the f***?” 
Because it doesn’t affect you or people that are of a higher 
socio-economic background the same way it affects lower-
middle class people. Because it’s all about that world that 
won’t embrace us.
 And honey, they are knocked the f*** out by it. And I 
think that that says a lot about that. Look, we did research 
in Manhattan at the Gay Men’s Health Crisis, run by a fabu-
lous black woman named Dr. Marjorie Hill. I found out that 
most of the people with HIV, right now, are black women. 
And why? Because motherf****** are too afraid to be truthful 
and they keep infecting African American women.
 And I thought that I was going to see a bunch of boys 
there. I went in there thinking it’s the Gay Men’s Health Cri-
sis! And it is about the gay men who are too afraid, because 
of church, because of work, because of family, because of 
friends, to come out. And I felt that in my small way I was 
able to address that with “Precious” with the lesbians. 
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2012
/ By ChUCk DUnCan / 

Cast: John Cusack; Amanda Peet; Chiwetel 
Ejiofor; Thandie Newton; Oliver Platt; Woody 
Harrelson; Danny Glover
Director: Roland Emmerich

December 21, 2012 is a date that holds 
much significance for the world, for this is 
the date that the Mayans have predicted to 
be the end of the world (it’s actually the end 
of a cycle, but that probably wouldn’t have 
made such a great movie). The earth’s de-
struction is set in motion in 2009 when a 
massive explosion on the sun 
sends waves of nutrinos our 
way, affecting the earth’s core 
causing its temperature to rise, 
shifting the magnetic poles 
and rearranging the face of the  
earth itself.
 The U.S. government 
knows what’s happening, but 
has decided not to share the 
information with the rest of the 
world until Los Angeles begins to self-de-
struct. One man, Jackson Curtis (Cusack), 
stumbles upon the truth during a camping 
trip to Yellowstone with his kids when he 
encounters a seemingly crazy conspiracy 
theorist (Harrelson), but when the rantings 
of the madman start coming true, Curtis re-
alizes he must save his estranged family by 
any means possible…even if that includes 
bringing along his ex-wife’s new boyfriend.
 2012 is probably one of the most eager-
ly anticipated movies coming out this year 
due to the relentless hype over the past year 

or so, at least by me. I love the old school 
disaster movies from the 70s like The Posei-
don Adventure, Earthquake and The Tower-
ing Inferno. These all-star, special effects 
extravaganzas were sometimes short on 
story but big on spectacle and I just loved 

the magic of it all.
 But as the budgets got smaller and the 
old-time stars who filled out the casts of 
these films began to die off, the genre lost 
a lot of its luster (check out When Time Ran 
Out if you don’t believe me – a more aptly 
titled film there could not have been for this 
genre).
 There have been a few movies of recent 
vintage to feature widespread destruction 
– the under-rated Daylight, and Emmerich’s 
own Independence Day and The Day After 

“I’m surprised at how 
humorless most of the reviews 
have been for 2012 because the 
film is constantly winking at 
us, telling us to just sit back 
and enjoy the ride.”

-- continued on page 26

lively arts // oN THE STagE

‘Judy gold is Mommy 
Queerest’ hits DC
The creator of “25 Questions for a Jewish 
Mother,” comedian Judy Gold is back in this 
edgy, multi-media memoir with original mu-
sic featuring her hilarious takes on being 
a working gay mom and raising two boys 
in New York City. JUDY GOLD IS MOMMY 
QUEEREST runs December 16-January 
3 Aaron & Cecile Goldman Theater at the 
Washington DC Jewish Community Center 
at 1529 16th Street NW in Washington, DC, 
4 blocks east of Dupont Circle.
 As a 6-foot-3, Kosher, gay, award-win-
ning comedienne, and mother of two boys, 
Judy Gold isn’t your stereotypical mother. 
In this utterly candid, comedic new play, 
Judy leaves no subject unturned: from her 
frail, but still boisterous, elderly Jewish 
mother to anti-depressants, gay marriage 
and, of course, what she truly thinks about 
her kids. They are annoying, expensive 
and they better pluck out her chin hairs 
when she’s in the Hebrew Home for the 
Aged. Gay or straight, black or white, Jew 
or non-denominational neurotic, this show 
will have everyone rolling in the aisles with 
laughter.
 Although Gold certainly tries to, and 
wildly succeeds, at entertaining her audi-
ences, MOMMY QUEEREST also has a 
greater purpose-to encourage people to 
change the way they view the world: “I 
want to make people think, but I really want 
to make them laugh. I guess I want them 
to laugh while they’re thinking, and I want 
them to think while they’re laughing. I don’t 
know. I just want both. I think I can do it.”
 Judy Gold, who won two Emmy-
Awards for writing and producing The Rosie 
O’Donnell Show is also a well-known per-
former, twice nominated for The American 
Comedy Award’s funniest female stand-up 
comedienne. Her most recent TV special is 
a half-hour show for LOGO and she is fea-
tured in the HBO documentary All Aboard.
 Gold’s many stand-up specials include 
Comedy Central Presents: Judy Gold, 
Comedy Central’s Tough Crowd Stands Up 
and her half-hour HBO special, for which 
she received a Cable Ace Award. She has 
also been in many films and TV shows: The 
Aristocrats, Law & Order, The View, Sex in 
the City, The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, 
and The Conan O’Brien Show, to name a 
few. She has hosted the GLADD MEDIA 

AWARDS, which aired on LOGO and VH1, 
Comedy Central’s 100 Greatest Stand-Ups 
of All Time, and HBO’s At the Multiplex with 
Judy Gold.
 Judy Gold worked with writers Eric 
Kornfeld and Bob Smith on the book, with 
song lyrics also by Eric Kornfeld. Kornfeld 
is a writer, song parody-ist, and stand-up 
comedian who has previously worked with 
Rosie O’Donnell, Caroline Rhea and Judy 
Gold. He wrote and co-created Kiss My 
Brass with Bruce Vilanch for Bette Middler 
and is currently the main writer for Midler’s 
smash Las Vegas show at Caesar’s Pal-
ace, “The Showgirl Must Go On.”
 MOMMY QUEEREST previewed at 
New York’s Le Poisson Rouge in Novem-
ber 2008 and premiered at the Huntington 
Theatre Company at the Boston Center for 
the Arts in December 2008. Subsequently 
the show has been presented in Joe’s Pub 
and at the Montreal Comedy Festival. This 
new, expanded, musicalized version of the 
play will be the first extended run of the 
show.
 The performance on Wednesday, De-
cember 16 at 7:30 p.m. is a pay-what-you-
can preview. The performance on Thurs-
day, December 17 at 7:30 p.m. is a $30 
preview.
 On Thursday, December 24 at 7:30 
p.m., the show will have open captioning 
for the hearing-impaired. A talk-back with 
Judy Gold will follow the performance on 
Tuesday, December 22.
 Tickets are available for $30-$55 at 
boxofficetickets.com or (800) 494-TIXS. 
Limited tickets for patrons 35 and under 
are half-price for all performances! 
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with

Tom Hall, Music Director

Christmas For Kids
Saturday, December 19, 2009 at 11 am 

Kraushaar Auditorium  Goucher College 

This fun-filled holiday program features an all-new show 
with the ever-popular Ronnie the Reindeer and a visit 
from Santa! Tickets: $15 (adults)  $10 (children 16 and under)

Sing-Along Messiah
Friday, December 18, 2009 at 7:30 pm 

Kraushaar Auditorium  Goucher College 

Tom Hall leads the Chorus, Orchestra and audience 
in the magnificent choruses from Handel’s Messiah.

Musical scores will be on sale in the lobby. Tickets: $25 

Call 410-523-7070 or visit www.BaltimoreChoralArts.org

tune in or 
tune out
JONATHAN 
HERNANDEz

Leona Lewis - 
Echo
I’ll admit I have high expectations 
for Leona Lewis. I’m always amazed 
by her consistently impressive vocal 
gymnastics. She’s the Mariah of this 
generation. However, I was disap-
pointed by her ballad heavy debut, 
made only worse by the fact that I 
had imported her album long before 
she left a mark on the U.S. The ge-
neric, R&B-driven album was not im-
proved by the two new songs added 
on the U.S. version of the album.

 They were appropriately faster, but just not very good. 
They were dated, and were added at the expense of two 
songs I actually liked more on the British version. A couple 
of months later she gave birth to a deluxe edition...with three 
more ballads. However, her rendition of Snow Patrol’s “Run” 
definitely brought my initial love for her back to life. It was a 
gorgeous and soulful interpretation of an already beautiful 
song.
 So here we are two years later, Lewis has made an in-
ternational name for herself that further outshines the ap-
peal of who she was on X-Factor nearly three years ago. 
Thankfully, (Ryan Tedder, Kevin Rudolf, the Y’s). While still 
heavy on the ballads, the album proves that what was wrong 
with the first album wasn’t so much that it was plagued by 
too much downtime, but that the quality wasn’t there. It was 

generic, and more frustrating was that it was all on purpose, 
giving the audience what they thought we wanted to hear.
 Echo finds Lewis edgier, stronger, and more confident, 
kicking off with the lead single “Happy.” The emo pop power 
ballad has Ryan Tedder’s stamp all over it. The experience 
is a successful cross breed between Beyonce’s “Halo” and 
Jordin Sparks’ “Battlefield,” both also produced by Tedder. 
“I Got You” is a fun pop romp that becomes a lot faster than 
the ballad you are led to believe it’s going to be given the first 
verse, while “Can’t Breathe” is big synth-tinted R&B ballad 
that really showcases her vocal prowess and talent.
 The high points of the album are the tricks she pulls out 
of the bag: “Outta My Head” is an electro dance track that 
not only illustrates Lewis as a confident and diverse artist, 
but really breathes life and movement into the album. “My 
Hands” is a Tedder-inspired track that, while not directly pro-
duced by him, utilizes his trademark hand claps and elec-
tronic drums. But the real star of the show is “Broken.” It’s 
the biggest track by Leona thus far, a powerfully heartfelt 
ballad, that really hits the mark once the bridge starts and 
never lets up from that point on. Beautiful.
 UK exclusive “Stop Crying Your Heart Out” and “Don’t 
Let Me Down” featuring Justin Timberlake are the only com-
plete misses. While the former—a mundane cover of Oasis’s 
original song— is dull and drags on until its big ending, it’s 
clearly a cash-in on what she accomplished with “Run.”
 The later track is just bad overall, with a clunky cho-
rus and boring production, and Justin Timberlake really just 
singing back up vocals. A much better collaboration is the 
album’s closer, “Lost & Found,” featuring OneRepublic, or 
more accurately, Ryan Tedder himself. It’s a sophisticated 

and heartfelt power ballad that showcases how talented 
both these singers are, Tedder only truly getting overshad-
owed by Lewis in the last few seconds of the song.

“Her sophomore effort Echo is an 
inspired and epic-sounding album, 
woven with majestic production values 
from the best names in the business.”

-- continued on page 26
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b-more 
trans
SANDY RAWLS

Can the transgender community get to 
where it needs to go if we continue to ig-
nore the hollow whispers of those who say 
they love and care for all but only show 
concern for a chosen few? The time has 
come for the ignored ones to hold those 
who whisper broken promises account-
able for what they do which often equals 
to nothing for those who are truly at risk.
 I think if you are going to provide 
services to at risk populations then you 
should do just that. Grass-roots com-
munity-based organizations, city and 
state agencies need to start answering to 
the people whom they say they care for. 
These are not the days to be accepting 
resources on the behalf of the transgen-
der community and not be consistent with 
your mission. Some agencies today are 
accepting resources for at-risk popula-
tions but not committing themselves to 
comprehensive planning that will reduce 
Homelessness, HIVAIDS, violence and 
murders within the most at-risk popula-
tion in America.
 I, Sandy Rawls, will never use my 
community to solve my own image issues 
while claming to reduce the negative im-
ages and stereotypes that have dominat-
ed a community that as never been un-
derstood. I think that some people need 
to look in the mirror a bit longer.

 Some say this is one of the main rea-
sons why HIV/AIDS prevention, aware-
ness, and treatment do not go far enough. 
I see this issue as that we have not yet 
started to become more reliant on what 
is relevant but more reliant on what is not 
expected of those who muffle out the truth 
and settle for whispers of disappointing 
nothings. We must ask ourselves why 
are the words unity and community re-
lated and when do they take on benefiting 
meaning for all?
 I was at the Coppin State University 
campus, and I heard the cheers of a many 
in support of equality for all. Lea Gilmore 
read a message that said that our govern-
ment had passed the hate crimes bill mak-
ing it a federal violation of human rights to 
harm anyone based on there sexual ori-
entation or gender identity or expression.
 Now how you like them apples, orang-
es and grapes? Those who where pres-
ent also got the chance to watch the long 
awaited documentary on black churches 
in relation to the GLBTQ community.
 The chosen panel included Lauren 
Stoklen who spoke about being transgen-
der and fighting for equality by leading by 
example and taking her place in the black 
church, which is what needs to be seen 
by many in the African-American com-
munity. Lauren Stoklen is a long-standing 
advocate in the transgender community 
for gender equal rights.
 Speaking of advocating don’t for-
get to tune in on Monday of each week 
at 11:00 p.m. on Comcast Channel 75 to 
catch the latest on the B-MORE TRANS 
SHOW where we talk about transgender 
community relations and beyond.
 Until next time Baltimore, B-MORE 
TRANS. 

Check OUTloud out online: 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com

Stop, look 
and listen

campus 
scene
MARTY HOEGG 
Outloud Intern

With the holidays quickly approaching and 
finding myself maintaining my first retail job 
I thought it would make for an interesting 
series to detail my adventures and opinions 
concerning a job in which 70% of all college 
students will work.
 Retail. I’m sure some of you cringed 
when you first saw that word. Knowing 
the horrors and tribulations a retail worker 
faces on a daily basis I hope you can find 
sympathy with this article.
 Having a background in restaurant 
work, I thought that working in retail 
would be slightly more glamorous. What 
I’ve found is that working for the everyday 
consumer is actually a lot less rewarding 
and probably one of the most underrated 
jobs someone can attain. Though at least 
with this job I get to pick what I want to 
wear.
 I’ve only worked in this industry for 5 
months, and so far I’ve been called stupid on 
several occasions, treated like a slave more 
often than a human being and had my name 
completely forgotten in place of being called 
“boy.”
 So let’s start this series off with a bang, 
shall we. I am in 
no way inferior to 
someone just be-
cause I stand behind 
a register and work 
a check out line. My 
education is not in-
valid because I wear 
a nametag, and I 
was given a name so people would use it.
 Here’s a message to consumers so that 
all of us can enjoy our holiday shopping and 
work time: it’s not okay to berate or belittle 
someone who is only doing his or her job. 
That means when a retail worker tells you 
they have to consult a manager it is inappro-
priate, not to mention highly immature, to be-
come impatient. You should be thankful that 
said retail worker is taking the time to ask 
help from a higher power rather then trying 
to half-ass their way through a transaction.
 Also, learn to read the signs and mem-
os posted at a cash register. If it states that 

returns are only allowed 14 days after the 
day of purchase with a receipt, do not show 
up on day 20 without a receipt and expect a 
full return.
 Or if there is a sign which reads, “Line 
Starts Here,” do not assume that you are the 
only person in line and just bypass the sign. 
I’ve had several pompous customers tell me 
it was pointless to have a sign when there is 
no line only to have to point to several cus-
tomers who have been waiting to get out of 
the store.
 Another interesting thing to remember is 
that retail workers are also human. Shocking 
I know, but unfortunately many a consumer 
has believed that I have super human pow-
ers and can either know exactly what they’re 
looking for just by looking at them or that I 
can work a computer, answer a phone, hunt 
down an item and replace items all at the 

how to Survive 
retail - part 1

“Snapping your fingers, 
whistling or yelling ‘hey you’ 
will not get you any help fast and 
makes you look like an idiot.”

same time.
 Sorry guys, the nametag isn’t kryptonite 
and does not bestow unearthly powers upon 
me. What it does is confirm that I have a name; 
a very nice name which should be used to ad-
dress me. Snapping your fingers, whistling or 
yelling “hey you” will not get you any help fast 

and makes you look like an idiot.
 To end this first part to an ongoing se-
ries of retail high jinks, let’s remember that 
the holidays are supposed to be enjoyable 
and merry. Nobody who is willing to help 
you should be treated with disrespect. It is 
a consumer’s job, just as much as it is a re-
tail worker, to create a friendly, helpful atmo-
sphere, which will result in easier, stress free 
shopping. 

Marty Hoegg is a senior at Stevenson Uni-
versity in Baltimore County.
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out and about // RESTauRaNTS

Dining Sisters
Diablita Cantina
1300 Bank Street
Baltimore, MD 21231

/ By MiChelle BenSon anD  
JeSSie BenSon /
Walking into the Fells Point based Diablita 
Cantina, one may feel as if they’re walking 
onto the set of a Western movie; between 
the large wood top bar, brick walls, exposed 
beams and high ceiling, there is a nice urban 
loft meets Texas roadside cantina feel. The 
setup includes a long line of high top tables 
behind the bar and large booths surround the 
perimeter of the room. The Tequila Room is 
available for larger parties – the round table 
in this room seats up to 12 people.
 After sitting alone at the bar (all alone 
without a soul in sight), I was tempted to 
make my own margarita. But after about 5 
minutes, a bartender finally appeared and 
I knew exactly what I wanted to order: the 
Blood Orange Margarita. Aside from the 
rather small margarita glass, it was a sur-
prisingly strong and delicious variation on 
the traditional margarita. Thursdays hap-
pen to be $5 Margarita night; all specialty 
margaritas are only $5. Between the Blood 
Orange and Watermelon Margaritas, these 
drinks set the scene for what would be-
come a unique and at times pretentious  
Mexican meal.
 If you are looking for traditional Mexican 
fare with the basics like piles of beans and 
rice, you may want to continue walking past 
Diablita and head further north on Broadway 
to the Latin area of town. However, if you’re 
looking for a unique twist on “Tex Mex” cui-
sine, then Diablita is certainly worth a try. 
We began with the “Traditional Tortilla Soup” 
which was not what I would define as “tradi-
tional,” but was delicious nonetheless. With 
large pieces of nicely flavored chicken and 
a strong tomatillo flavor, the flavorful soup 
topped off with goat cheese and blue corn 
tortillas was a good way to start our meal. At 
$6, the large portion was perfect to share.
 Moving on to the main course, there 
was certainly a plethora of options. From 
salads to pizza mexicano, we found some 

very interesting twists on the typical Mexi-
can fare. Some examples of the unusual 
choices include the Tuna Ceviche Taco and 
the Adobo Marinated Pork Fajita with sweet 
potatoes, plantains and sautéed onions. We 
settled on the Chile-Peanut Chicken Taco 
and the Tequila Braised Bison Burrito. The 
food presentation was gorgeous; however 
it is important to note that the burritos and 
quesadillas do not come with any sides… no 
rice or beans here (although they are avail-
able for an extra $3).
 The Chile-Peanut Chicken Taco was 
very flavorful with an interesting cucumber 
escabeche and red chile-peanut mole and 
did come with a small serving of beans and 
rice. The Tequila Braised Bison Burrito was 
ok, but nothing special. It was not as flavor-
ful as I had hoped, but was different than the 
normal burrito with a filling of black beans, 
sweet potatoes and saffron rice. At $13 for 
a burrito, one might expect a larger plate of 
food- the burrito was hearty, just not over-
sized like the massive Chipotle size burrito 
many of us have become accustomed to.
 If you plan on checking out the new-
est “little devil” on the Baltimore restaurant 
scene just come prepared with an open 
mind for a rather unexpected but satisfying 
Mexican meal. Be warned that prices are a 
bit steep, and the margaritas are strong! 

Check out all of the Dining Sisters’ adven-
tures at www.penseyeview.com.

The Dining Sisters: Michelle Benson (l.) Jessie Benson (r.)
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out and about // TRavEl

/ By Jay loane /
In this rough econ-
omy, it is difficult for 
many of us to take a 
trip anywhere. Even 
though many airlines 
have been promoting 
great fares, we find 
ourselves spending 
more time at or near 
our homes. One 
great adventure I 
have found is to visit 
a winery or four.
 There are many 
wineries within an 
hour’s drive of Bal-
timore. Four in par-
ticular that I have 
visited over the years are a short drive from 
my home.
 The first is Mount Felix Winery and Es-
tate in Havre de Grace (Harford County). 
Owners Peter and Mary Ianellio call the his-
toric 1830’s property their home. On over 230 
acres and with views of the Chesapeake Bay, 
Mount Felix boasts a wide range of wines. 
One of my favorites is lafayette reserve.
 Tours are available and though there are 
only a few locations in Maryland to purchase 
the wine without visiting the winery, the trip in 
itself is well worth it. To learn more about Mt. 
Felix, visit their website at: www.mountfelix.
com or give them at call at 410-939-2687.
 Heading in yet a totally different direc-
tion, off Route 30 in Lancaster County lies 
Nissley Vineyards in Bainbridge (PA). Niss-
ley rests on over 300 acres and has received 
numerous awards for their wines during their 
30 years in the wine business.
 Two wines in particular that I recom-
mend are Candlelight and rhapsody in 
Blue. Both are semi-dry wines with Rhapso-
dy being from white variety and Candlelight 
being of the rose blend.
 With the holidays fast approaching, they 
do carry seasonal favorites, holiday red or 
White. There is also a Spicy red that is ex-
cellent served warm.
 For more information on Nissley, visit 
their website at: www.nissleywine.com or 
give them a call at 800-522-2387.
 Off of Interstate 70 in Carroll County lie 
Linganore Winecellers and Berrywine Planta-
tions. Nestled on over 230 acres, the Aellen 

Day tripping or holiday gift 
giving idea 101

Family started producing wines back in 1976.
 During a recent visit with a friend who 
had purchased several bottles of wine from 
the winery, he described their Bacioni wine 
as too sweet. I, on the other hand, enjoyed 
the crisp white wine. They have several great 
tasting wines including, for all of you Ravens 
fans out there, a White raven – crisp dry 
wine and the Black raven – a Pinot Noir 
type wine. And if you are daring, they even 
have a Dandelion wine. For more informa-
tion, go to: www.linganore-wine.com or give 
them a call at 800-514-8735.
 Finally is Boordy Vineyards located in 
the Hydes area of Baltimore County. Off of 
Long Green Pike, Boordy rests on over 230 
acres. Noted as one of the oldest family run 
wineries, Boordy is owned by the Deford 
Family. You can generally find Boordy at any 
fine wine seller in all of Maryland. They pro-
duce an excellent Spiced Wassail (bonus 
points if you know what ‘Wassail’ means) 
great for the holidays and of course my fa-
vorite is the Boordy Blush that has a hint of 
berries and watermelon. And if you are look-
ing for a warmed wine, try their apple wine 
with a cinnamon stick. For more information 
on Boordy, visit: www.boordy.com or call the 
winery at 410-592-5015.
 Now that I have either sent you to 
the nearest liquor store or given you a few 
ideas for holiday gift giving, this is just a 
start. There are numerous wineries in and 
around Baltimore. Who said that you need 
to sit and watch the leaves falling. Visit a  
winery instead. 

A few of the selections at Mount Felix Wineries

Baltimore
baltimore eagle
2022 North Charles Street
443-524-3333
www.baltimore-eagle.com

blue parrot
5860 Belair Rd
410-254-3785
www.blueparrotbar.com

club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 
410-727-7431
www.club1722.com

club bunns
608 W. Lexington St.
410-234-2866

club phoenix
1 W Biddle Street,
410-837-3906

club gypsie’s
4020 E. Lombard St.
410-327-3966

drinkery
203-207 W Read St.
410-225-3100

the gallery
1735 Maryland Ave.
410-539-6965

hippo
1 West Eager St.
410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

grand central
1001-1003 N. Charles St
410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

jays on read
225 W. Read Street
410-225-0188

leon’s
870 Park Ave
410-539-4993
leonsbaltimore.tripod.com/
index.html

port in a storm
4330 E. Lombard St
410-563-0465
www.myspace.com/
atportinastorm

the Quest
3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617
www.questbarbalt.com

the rowan tree
1633 S. Charles Street
410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

pw’s sports bar & grill
9855 Washington Blvd. N. Suite N
Laurel, MD 20723
301) 498-4840
www.pwsplace.com

Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania
the brownstone
412 Forster St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)234-7009
brownstonelounge.com/

BRAND

NEW!

stallions 
706 N 3rd St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060
www.stallionsclub.com 

704 strawberry cafe 
704 N 3rd St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)234-4228

neptune lounge 
268 North St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)233-3078

liQuid 891 inc 
891 Eisenhower Blvd
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590
www.liquid891.com

York, Pa.
club xs 
36 W 11th Ave
York, Pennsylvania
(717)846-6969
www.clubxsyork.com
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leather 
line
RODNEY BURGER

Justin Smith of Laurel, Maryland was sashed 
Mr. Maryland Leather 2010 at the 20th Anni-
versary of the Mr. Maryland Leather Contest 
held on Saturday, November 7th at the Club 
Hippo in Baltimore. Justin, a member of the 
D.C. Boys of Leather will represent Maryland 
at the International Mr. Leather 2010 Con-
test scheduled for Memorial Day Weekend 
in Chicago.
 Produced by C.O.M.M.A.N.D., M.C. as 
part of the 21st Anniversary of Baltimore’s 
second oldest leather club, the contest 
weekend kicked off on Friday, November 
6th with a Meet & Greet at Club Phoenix. A 
large number of out of town leather titlehold-
ers were present, mainly as a salute to Mr. 
Maryland Leather 2009 Rik Newton-Tread-
way who represented our state so well all 
over the country during his title year. It was a 
thrill to meet International Mr. Leather 2009 
Jeffrey Payne of Dallas, Texas who was 
making his first trip to Charm City.

 As you may recall, I was unable to at-
tend IML this year, so it was great to finally 
get to meet this very charming man. Ameri-
can Leatherwoman 2009 Dakota, who I 
had the pleasure of judging when she was 
selected Ms. Reading Leather 2008, made 
the trip from Myrtle Beach, S. C. and Johnny 
boy American Leatherboy 2009 was also in 
the house. The evening was a true Meet and 
Greet as all judges and contestants were in-
troduced by the always-hilarious Shawnna 
Alexander.
 C.O.M.M.N.D. paid tribute to twenty 
years of Mr. Maryland Leather this year by 
having a group of Mr. Maryland Leather ti-
tleholders as judges. Judging Mr. Maryland 
Leather 2010 were Troy Leonheart (MML 
1991), Greg Satorie-Robinson (MML 1996), 
Jim Childress (MML 1998), Bob Guenther 
(MML 2000), Lord Stephen Cather (MML 
2005), Sir Steve Buettner (MML 2007) and 
Head Judge Rik Newton-Treadway (MML 
2009). Kris DeBlase (MML 2008) was the 
Tally master, and David Allen (MML 1999) 
was the Den Daddy. Rounding out the staff 
was Mid-Atlantic Leatherboy 2009 boy ed-

die as Judge’s boy and Ms. Baltimore Eagle 
1999 Michele Smith as Stage Manager.
 It was also great to see three fresh 
young contestants this year. The other two 
contestants were local Baltimore artist Yoshi 
Fujii and Baltimore Eagle employee Charles 
Pijanowski.
 Saturday’s contest at the Hippo brought 
out the who’s who of the Leather Communi-
ty. The room held more titles then the Enoch 
Pratt Library! Emceed by Club XS Manager 
and Mr. Club XS Leather Contest Producer 
Charles Oswald and Baltimore’s Queen of 
Comedy Shawnna Alexander, the Mr. Mary-
land Leather 2010 Contest was a fun-filled 
afternoon.
 Shawnna gave me the best laugh of 
the day with her musical tribute to bestial-
ity: “I kissed a squirrel and I liked it...” There 
were also performances by Ms. Gay Mary-
land 2009 Sue Nami, Positive Voices, and 
in a sneak peak at their “Hee Haw 12 Days 
of Christmas” number, the C.O.M.M.A.N.D. 
Players. (Okay, so it was a work in 
progress.)
 The judges really had their work cut out 
for them also with three very strong contes-
tants. After a brief and heartfelt step down 
speech by Mr. Maryland Leather 2009 Rik 
Newton-Treadway, the Brotherhood Award 

was presented 
to Justin Smith, 
Charles Pijanowski 
was selected First 
Runner-Up (and will 
be on his way to 
the Mr. Mid-Atlantic 

Leather 2010 Contest in Washington, D.C. in 
January) and Justin Smith was award the Mr. 
Maryland Leather 2010 title. After the con-
test, Biddle Street Catering served dinner at 
the Hippo followed by a C.O.M.M.A.N.D. Bar 
Night at the Baltimore Eagle.
 Congratulations to C.O.M.M.A.N.D., 
M.C. for 21 years! You know, there was some 
question as to whether C.O.M.M.A.N.D. 
could pull this year’s event off in this econ-
omy with a $25 admission and a $25 din-
ner afterwards. (One member of the Leather 
Community e-mailed me and asked, “Tell 
me they are not charging $50! What are they 
serving lobster?”)
 I am happy to report that it was a re-
ally wonderful afternoon and much better 
attended then I expected. The proceeds for 
the event, which also included a silent auc-
tion, will go to Brother Help Thyself. (I was a 
little taken back when I was rudely told that 
I could not pay another $25 for an additional 
guest at the buffet. After all, how many fund-
raisers turn down money? Thanks to newly 
elected C.O.M.M.A.N.D. President David 
Shover, that problem was quickly resolved!)

“Saturday’s contest at the Hippo brought 
out the who’s who of the Leather 
Community. The room held more titles 
then the Enoch Pratt Library!”

Tomorrow – but none have really dealt with 
the end of the world like the recent Know-
ing and this new extravaganza. Emmerich 
manages to throw in all of the old disaster 
movie clichés (there’s even a short segment 
on a cruise ship!) with the distant family, 
the noble scientist and the evil government 
official and these scenes of plot exposi-
tion take up just enough time between set 
pieces to make us root for or hate on the 
appropriate character while we wait for the 
next big special effects sequence.
 And what effects they are! Most of 
the action that takes place during these 
scenes, like Cusack out-running crumbling 
streets, overpasses and buildings in a 
stretch limo, are so ludicrous you can’t help 
but laugh but the effects are so impressive 
that you’re also left with your jaw on the 
floor amazed by what you are seeing.
 The movie really is like a rollercoaster 
ride, and Emmerich and his cast know ex-
actly what kind of movie they’re making. 
No one takes any of it seriously, and as an 
audience member, you are not expected to 
either. I’m surprised at how humorless most 
of the reviews have been for 2012 because 
the film is constantly winking at us, telling 
us to just sit back and enjoy the ride, and 
if you can’t just set aside two-and-a-half 
hours of your time to be visually, if not in-
tellectually, entertained then this is not the 
movie for you!
 Cusack plays the everyman dad to 
perfection. Ejiofor brings a lot of conviction 
to his role as the scientist who tries to save 
mankind (probably the most serious role 
in the film). Glover is the noble president 
who is willing to sacrifice himself in order 
to save the world (and his daughter). And 
Platt simply chews up the scenery as the 

2012
-- continued from page 20

 Leona Lewis is clearly trying to up her 
international appeal; she hits her stride 
from the first track, and only slows down 
the quality for a few speed bumps on the 
way to the climactic finish. Her voice has 
never sounded better; the transition from 
different styles of music is much more fluid 
this go-around, which further illuminates 
the diversity of the album.
 I’m looking forward to the U.S. release 

eCho
-- continued from page 21

 I am very excited that Mr. Club XS Leath-
er 2009 David Shover was announced as the 
newly selected President of C.O.M.M.A.N.D. 
David is such a gentleman and a hard worker 
in the Leather Community. I have no doubt 
that he can make a noticeable difference. Winner of Mr. Maryland Leather

president’s right hand man who sees a 
grab for power as things begin to fall apart 
and doesn’t miss the chance to take it.
 But the people are merely props for the 
director and special effects artists to ma-
nipulate just as they do the scenery around 
them. These unseen folks are the real stars 
of the film and they certainly deserve some 
recognition for the amazing work they’ve 
put up on screen.
 So if you enjoy movies like this, then 
by all means see it and forget about the 
bad reviews. This is not a movie for “real” 
film critics. Don’t let the running time scare 
you away either, because the movie flew by 
and felt much shorter than it was.
 If you like Cusack, Platt, Peet, Glover 
or any of the other stars of the film, don’t 
expect any Oscar-style emoting because 
they know they’re just along for the ride and 
they’re enjoyable to watch. If you’re just 
looking for a bit of escapism (and try to put 
aside the fact that billions of people die in 
the movie) and can appreciate the work of 
the special effects artists without question-
ing the plot, then I cannot recommend 2012 
any more highly. This was the best time I’ve 
had at the movies in quite some time.
 Rated PG-13 for intense disaster se-
quences and some language.
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to a predominantly straight clientele and are 
not only willing to accept a large contingent 
of lgbt people but also have the capacity to 
accommodate the “invasion.”
 The announcement of the location is 
made two days before the scheduled event, 
which is the first Friday of the month. Using 
social networking, principally Facebook and 
word-of-mouth, the group has expanded by 
leaps and bounds.
 The unforeseen growth over the year 
has been a major development. “Having 
over 1,500 ‘members’ is phenomenal and 
we truly enjoy our monthly gatherings,” says 
Yost. “It’s been a place to meet old friends, 
make new ones and have a good time.”
 Macfarlane points out that bar owners 
and patrons around the city now know about 
the group and are welcoming and accepting. 
“Bar owners have been clamoring for our 
group to patronize their establishments. And 
now, a huge number of lesbians, gays, and 
allies have the first Friday of every month al-
ready booked on their calendars for GGBB 
and are upset when something comes up 
and they can’t make it.”
 While most of these invasions have 
gone off smoothly, there was one hiccup at 
the Mad River bar in Federal Hill on the Fri-
day of the July 4 weekend. There had been a 
lapse in communication between the GGBB 
organizers and management of the bar. 
That led to the Mad River’s staff not being 
informed of the invasion, and some ugliness 
ensued that resulted in the termination of two 
bar employees for their alleged homophobic 
actions. The manager profusely apologized 
for the miscommunication and for the em-
ployees’ conduct.
 “Along the way, the people of Baltimore 
have shown that deep down, they are good 
and decent people, but we know we still 
have a lot of work to do,” says Macfarlane.
 But that mishap was just a blip dur-
ing the past year. “The response has been 
overwhelmingly positive both from within the 
gay community and in the larger Baltimore 
community,” Yost points out. “I think we are 
using our gatherings, which are to be fun, to 
also softly promote our goals of equal rights. 
The more ‘out’ our community is, the better 
served we are going to be in being accepted 
in society.”
 GGBB has not restricted itself to once-
a-month straight bar invasions. “We’re es-

happy BirthDay
-- continued from the front page

pecially proud that we have partnered with 
establishments in the city to give back to 
those in our community who really need 
help. We’ve raised money for organizations 
like Brother Help Thyself and AIDS Action 
Baltimore,” notes Macfarlane.
 Yost explains, “In order to support 
GGBB, other lgbt causes and our own com-
munity, GGBB has returned home to ‘our 
base.’ It helps us recharge, regroup and to 
bring some new exciting events our own 
community.” To that end, GGBB has held 
special theme events at Grand Central, such 
as Bootcamp Night, White Party, and Octo-
berfest Sausage Party.
 After one year, like any organization the 
co-leaders are taking stock of what was ac-
complished and where they want to go. “We 
dispelled any notion that the concept had 
started to get a little old when we had over 
600 members attend this month’s invasion,” 
says Macfarlane.
 “There clearly is still the desire in the 
lgbt community to have these interactions 
on an ongoing basis, and as long as that 
desire is there, GGBB will provide the outlet 
and the experience.
 “GGBB is part of the slow, quiet, non-
aggressive activism that can and will change 
attitudes toward members of our communi-
ties and, ultimately, lgbt rights. When people 
who are on the fence about our issues or are 
ardent opponents see us as people just like 
them rather than the caricatures they see on 
television and in the movies, we’re making a 
big impact.”
 Mark Yost adds, “Baltimore is a great 
city, and we are trying to make it just a little 
more fabulous once a month.”

For more information visit ggb-baltimore.com.

Colette roBertS
-- continued from the front page

derstanding, she was able to avert a serious 
crisis in most instances.
 “When I first started taking phone 
calls about PFLAG, parents would call cry-
ing -some hysterical - that they had a gay 
child,” Roberts told OUTloud. “I spent quite 
a bit of time calming them and sending them 
materials and encouraging them to attend 
our meetings. Now, the calls are fewer and 
quieter- not always accepting but asking for 
information, wanting to talk about lgbt is-
sues, and requesting materials and meeting 
information.”
 She assembled a talented and hard 
working steering committee to help imple-
ment the chapter’s mission and to meet its 
goals. And in doing so, the chapter has been 
successful in providing support, education 
and advocacy to the community at large as 
well as elected officials.

 In addition, the chapter, under Rob-
erts’ leadership, has worked closely with the 
Howard County Public School System and 
its board to address bullying and to foster a 
safe environment in which all students—gay 
or straight—may successfully learn. The 
chapter also provided valuable assistance 
in the formation of Gay-Straight Alliances 
throughout the county’s high schools.
 Colette Roberts was instrumental in 
developing a Parents Forum, a successful 
confidential support group for parents of lgbt 
children. In this setting, parents who have 
completed the journey from denial of their 
child’s sexual orientation and gender iden-
tity to full advocacy of lgbt equality lend sup-
port to parents who are confronted with this 
issue for the first time.
 Understanding that children are vulner-
able to the hostility and fear in a society that 
is not always accepting of lgbt individuals, 
even in a progressive and inclusive area 
as Howard County, the chapter, under Ms. 
Roberts leadership formed a youth support 
group, called the Rainbow Youth Alliance. 
The chapter provides a safe place for lgbt 
youth ages 13 to 22, to meet, socialize and 
receive support under adult supervision.
 And the chapter’s Advocacy Committee 
was created to work with elected officials at 
the local level to end discrimination based 
on sexual orientation and gender identity 
and to further the advance of equality for the 
county’s lgbt citizens. During Roberts’ ten-
ure, the chapter was able to secure domes-
tic partnership benefits for Howard County 
government employees, Howard Commu-
nity College, the Howard County Public 
School System employees and the Colum-
bia Association.
 “My ultimate goal for the chapter has 
always been for all of us to go beyond ac-
ceptance to celebrating our lgbt loved ones,” 
said Roberts. “I am proud of our relationship 
with school board members, County Coun-
cil, and all local and state politicians. I know 
our personal stories changed many minds.
 A member of an interracial couple and 
the mother of four children, one of whom is a 
lesbian, Roberts strongly believes that her gay 
daughter is every bit as worthy and equal as 
her other children. Applying this principle to all 
lgbt individuals, she co-founded the chapter in 
1995. Her work earned her many honors in-
cluding special recognition by Equality Mary-
land in 2005 and the Howard County Human 
Rights Commission Award in 2007.
 Roberts implores the lgbt community to 
become more involved. “I want very much 
for us all to become advocates and come 
out (when you can) and speak up! We can-
not rely on schools and social services etc. 
when we know and can tell our own truths.”
 Patricia Morris English, a mother of a gay 

(it’s longer than you think.) Clean your hands 
every time after: Shaking hands. Handling 
money. Touching doorknobs, counter 
surfaces, telephones, or anything else 
someone else’s hands have touched. If this 
makes you look like a germ fanatic, well…this 
is a good time to be a germ fanatic!
2. avoid crowded places as much as 
you reasonably can. Avoid crowds. Go 
shopping during working hours, or late in 
the evening. Avoid unnecessary travel: 
respiratory diseases are easily spread in 
closed crowded spaces like buses, trains 
and airplanes. Visit friends at home instead 
of going to a bar or a crowded theater. 
Don’t visit sick friends with flu-call and send 
flowers or food.
3. if you’re sick, stay home. Your co-
workers will not thank you if you come to 
work sick and share your illness.

Dr. Eva Hersh is Chief Medical Officer at 
Chase Brexton Health Services.
 Send your comments and questions to 
her by email at editor@ baltimoreoutloud.
com, or by surface mail to Eva Hersh MD, 
Chase Brexton Health Services, 1001 
Cathedral St., Baltimore, MD 21201

Dr. eva
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 Another gentleman, Mr. Tillman White 
shared that it was actually at the event that 
he fully began to realize how meaningful 
Baldwin was. “At 35 years old, after all I’ve 
been through, I now know my plight,” ex-
claims Mr. White. Tillman goes on to explain 
how hearing the manner in which Baldwin 
communicated has given him a greater un-
derstanding of his own voice and the power 
of his conviction. “He was a living rhinestone 
on a beaded gown that everyone tried to ig-
nore, but never fell off.”
 Honoring the lives of our heroes is an 
important part of our process. It is through 
the stories of their lives and experiences that 
we gain strength and purpose. For without 
people like Kevin much of our history would 
be lost.

The James Baldwin Society will host a can-
dle light vigil/cocktail party from 5-7p.m. on 
December 1, 2009 to commemorate Bald-
win’s death. It is free of charge and will be 
held at the Station North Café Gallery 1816 
N. Charles St.

UnBoxeD W/ aJar
-- continued from page 13

of the album, which includes two new songs 
(one being another Tedder penned song) 
not on the UK track list. This could be bigger 
than anyone expected.
 Definitely tUne in.

son and who is currently the chapter’s Mem-
bership Chairperson, will succeed Ms. Rob-
erts as chapter chair effective January 1.

More info about the chapter is at pflagmd.org.
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single 
black sheep
JOSH ATEROVIS

What i’ve 
learned 
From Dating
I started dating in my thirties. I came out in my 
early 20s and moved immediately into a seri-
ous, long-term relationship that lasted eight 
years. When that fell apart, I suddenly found 
myself single for the first time in my adult gay 
life. I didn’t really know how to date and the 
whole prospect kind of intimidated me. What 
could I expect? Would anybody be interested 
in someone of my advanced years? After all, 
30 is like 75 in gay years, right?
 I’ve now been out of that relationship for 
a little over a year and I can honestly say 
being single has been nothing like what I ex-
pected. I’ve dated quite a bit, and even had 
at least one serious boyfriend in that time. It 

didn’t work out, but not for any fault on either 
side — just one of those things where we’re 
probably better off as friends. I have to say, 
it’s been an interesting year. Let’s just say 
I’ve learned a lot.
 Oh. So you want to know what I’ve 
learned? Hmm. Okay. Well, for starters, I’ve 
learned that guys my age seem to be in de-
mand, especially by much younger guys. 
I’ve been hit on and asked out by so many 
guys in their late-teens and early-20s it’s not 
even funny. While it was a much needed ego 
boost, it definitely surprised me. I couldn’t 
figure out why they’d be interested in me, so I 
started doing a little investigative journalism.
 Some, it seemed, were just looking for a 
daddy...preferably of the sugar variety. And 
they’re pretty cool with admitting that. They 
were quickly disappointed to learn they were 
barking up the wrong tree when it came to 
me. Hey, I’m a writer. If anybody needs a 
sugar daddy around here... More important-
ly, though, I’ve learned I’m looking for some-
thing a little more egalitarian when it comes 
to relationships.
 At least one was looking to live out his 
Yaoi fantasies, but the majority of them said 
they were just looking for guys who were 
more mature and ready to have a serious re-
lationship. They were tired of all the games 
and the childishness that came along with 

dating guys their own age. I hate to be the 
one to break it to you boys, but too many 
guys never outgrow all that crap.
 The second thing I learned is that while 
the youngsters are out in full force, it’s much 
harder to meet guys in my age range, at least 
guys with whom I share a mutual attraction. 
It seems like most of the men 
I’m interested in are already in 
relationships. Straight women 
always complain that all the 
best guys are either taken or 
gay. Sometimes, ladies, they’re 
both. It seems like the most I can hope for 
is to stumble across someone in a situation 
much like my own — relatively fresh out of a 
serious relationship — and hope he’s not too 
emotionally scarred.
 I also learned that life most certainly 
does not end at 30. My thirties have been 
nothing if not eventful. Not all of those events 
were fun and/or happy, but your third decade 
doesn’t have to be a death sentence for your 
dating life. After all, it’s when mine started, 
and my dance card has stayed pretty full.
 Finally, though, and most importantly, 
I’ve learned a lot about myself...and what 
I want from a relationship. After my failed 
marriage, I went looking for anything and 
anyone that seemed as far away from my 
ex as possible. Gradually, as I’ve started to 

focus in on what I’m really looking for, much 
to my surprise, I’ve come to realize that the 
things that worked in that relationship were 
the things I liked the most...and the things I’d 
like to have again someday. And the things 
that didn’t work? Well, they were issues I had 
specifically with my ex, and are individual 

traits I should look to avoid...but I shouldn’t 
throw out the baby with the bathwater. There 
were a lot of great life lessons to be learned 
from that relationship and I’d be a fool to dis-
card it all just because it didn’t work out.
 So using all that I’ve learned from dat-
ing, and everything I learned from my past 
relationships, I’m still out there looking for 
my Mr. Right. Or maybe I’ve already found 
him and just don’t know it yet. Time will tell...
and I’m okay with being patient.
 Until next time...Happy Dating!

* * * *
Have a question about dating or relation-
ships? Or maybe you have a crazy dating 
story to share. If you have a question or sto-
ry, e-mail me at singleblacksheep@joshat-
erovis.com.

“Straight women always complain that 
all the best guys are either taken or 
gay. Sometimes, ladies, they’re both.”



�0 q BALTIMORE OUTLOUD NOVEMBER 20, 2009 | BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM

 CoUnSeling

 MaSSage

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

 Dental  Cleaning  aDvertiSe here

 aDvertiSe here



BALTIMORE OUTLOUD NOVEMBER 20, 2009 | BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM q  �1 

 ContraCtor

 attorney  tax ServiCeS  travel

 CoMpUter

 FinanCial

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Call 410-244-6780 To adverTiSe.

 eleCtriCian

Professional services

 pet SUpplieS

Contact Us Today for a Free
Domestic Partner Planning Guide
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