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Billie Myers: 
On the 

COMeBaCk 
trail

Rising up from disappointments and depres-
sion, the singer-songwriter is headed back 
to the top with some strong opinions in tow.

/ By Josh Aterovis /
Billie Myers burst into the spotlight in 1997 with her smash hit, “Kiss 
the Rain.” For a few years, it seemed like she was on the path to su-
perstardom with gold records, appearances in movies, a critically ac-
claimed stint with Lilith Fair, and her songs being used everywhere 
from Dawson’s Creek to Melrose Place.
 It seemed like she was on top of the world when her record 
label suddenly dropped from her, leading her down a path of dark-
ness and depression. Proving the point that you can’t keep a good 
woman down, the openly bisexual singer/songwriter is back with 
a vengeance. She’s just released a powerful new album, Tea and 
Sympathy, a poignant single being used in the gay film Is It Just 
Me?, and she’s speaking out on everything from depression to gay 
rights.

Josh Aterovis: hi Billie! thanks so much for talking to us. i just 
have to start by saying i’m a big fan. “Kiss the rain” is one of 
my all-time favorite songs, and i love the new album. so, wel-
come back!
Billie Myers: Thanks you so much. That’s a nice to hear on a Friday 
morning.

JA: Let’s talk about your new album Tea and Sympathy. First off, 
congratulations.
BM: Well unfortunately it came from a little spat that happened a few 
years back. Basically, I surprised somebody and found them with 
somebody else in their bed. I thought I’d get there early in the morn-
ing and surprise him, pick up some Starbucks and go. When I got 
there, there was just that feeling, you know, everything’s not quite 
comfortable, and there was the smell of perfume. I was like, “Hang 
on. What’s going on here?” And there was the usual denial, and he 
tried to convince me I was being paranoid. But on the one side of the -- continued on page 12

bed, there was a cup with lipstick and still lukewarm tea in it.

JA: the lyrics read more like poetry than your average pop 
song these days. they’re really beautiful and powerful, not to 
mention quite personal. is it ever difficult for you to put your-
self out there like that?
BM: It’s really not, because it’s the only way I know how to write. To 
be honest, there are a couple of songs on there, “Not Another Love 
Song,” “I Hope You’re Happy Now,” and probably “Painfully Happy,” 
where afterwards, usually with every song there was something 

Federal Hate 
Crimes Bill 
Signed into Law

‘First MAJor piece oF civiL 
rights LegisLAtion to 
protect LgBt AMericAns’

WASHINGTON, D.C. – In an his-
toric breakthrough, President Barack 
Obama on October 28th signed the 
Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, 
Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act into 
law. The new law gives the Justice 
Department the power to investigate 
and prosecute bias-motivated violence 
where the perpetrator has selected the 
victim because of the person’s actual 
or perceived race, color, religion, na-
tional origin, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity or disability. The 
legislation was added as a provision to 
the FY 2010 National Defense Authori-
zation Act earlier this summer.
 “This law honors our lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender (lgbt) broth-
ers and sisters whose lives were cut 
short because of hate,” said Human 
Rights Campaign President Joe Sol-
monese in a statement. “Today’s sign-
ing of the first major piece of civil rights 
legislation to protect lgbt Americans 
represents a historic milestone in the 
inevitable march towards equality. Al-
though this is a major step in fighting 
the scourge of hate violence, it is not 
the end of the road. As a community, 
we will continue to dedicate ourselves 
to changing not only laws but also 
hearts and minds. After more than a 
decade of advocacy, local police and 
sheriffs’ departments now have the full 

-- continued on page 27
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outspoken
STeve CHARING

A Federal victory At Last!
Action on hate crimes is wonderful news and long 
overdue, but the harder legislation is down the road.
It took over 10 years 
since the brutal 
murder of Matthew 
Shepard and the 
dragging-to-death 

killing of James Byrd, Jr. for substantive ac-
tion to be taken. But when President Obama 
signed the Matthew Shepard and James 
Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act into 
law last week it represented the first time the 
federal government provided protections to 
lgbt Americans.
 What a difference it is in having Barack 
Obama as president instead of George W. 
Bush. The inclusive Hate Crimes bill that 
added sexual orientation to the list of cat-
egories protected by the legislation was 
never going anywhere when Congress had 
last considered it two years ago. President 
Bush announced in advance that he would 
veto it.
 Conversely, President Obama stated 
throughout the presidential campaign he 
would support such a measure. He reiter-
ated that during a number of speeches to 
lgbt activists since taking office. He quickly 
signed it into law and spoke eloquently in 
front of Judy and Dennis Shepard among 
others at a White House reception following 
the signing.
 “You understood that we must stand 
against crimes that are meant not only to 
break bones, but to break spirits — not only 
to inflict harm, but to instill fear,” the presi-
dent said to the gathering. “You understand 
that the rights afforded every citizen under 
our Constitution mean nothing if we do not 
protect those rights — both from unjust laws 
and violent acts. And you understand how 
necessary this law continues to be.”
 Indeed, lgbt Americans are victimized 
by bias-related crimes at a disproportionate 
rate than the general population. President 
Obama cited FBI statistics in which there 
were 12,000 reported hate crimes based on 
sexual orientation over the past 10 years. 
Imagine the number of incidents that went 
unreported.
 Critics, who for reasons that are incom-
prehensible other than being pure libertarian 
at best or homophobic at worst, opposed the 
legislation. They call it “thought police.” We 
hear that “some people are more equal than 
others,” according to one unidentified dim-

bulb blogger in the Baltimore Sun. Others 
scoff at the fact that the hate crimes provi-
sions were tacked on to a Defense appro-
priations bill and would not have succeeded 
on its own merits.
 Perhaps.
 But the outcome is all we had wanted, 
and we will take any victory we can get. It 
finally put gay and lesbian Americans on an 
equal footing as other citizens when it comes 
to federal protections. One never knows if he 
or she will be a victim of a hate crime based 
on sexual orientation even in a more improv-
ing environment for lgbt folks.
 The late Senator Ted Kennedy was a 
champion of this cause, as were the tire-
less efforts of the Shepards. And, of course, 
there were many others. It still was a tough 
go to get it done. We needed a change of 
administrations to accomplish this feat, and 
we should all be grateful for its support.
 As difficult as this was to finally pass a 
comprehensive hate crimes bill, the other 
boilerplate initiatives advanced by lgbt activ-
ists and others are going to be much tough-
er. The employment Non-discrimination Act, 
popularly dubbed eNDA, is next on the ho-

rizon. employers in over half the states can 
legally fire an individual simply for being gay. 
In nearly 40 states the same can be done to 
a transgendered person.
 Languishing in Congress for over three 
decades, the measure would make it illegal 
for employers to discriminate against individ-
uals based on sexual orientation or gender 
identity. This includes firing, refusal to hire 
or refusal to promote lgbt employees. The 
House education and Labor Committee re-
cently convened a hearing on the transgen-
der-inclusive eNDA [H.R. 3017], so eNDA is 
in motion once again.
 Opponents attack the bill for the “vague-
ness” in the language that would spark much 
litigation. And religious groups, who already 
have enormous sway in government, op-
pose it lest religious organizations be forced 
to compromise their beliefs. Memo to reli-
gious groups: the bill contains very strong 
protections, so don’t sweat it.
 The repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” is 
also in the hopper, and President Obama 
pledged publicly and repeatedly that he is 
sympathetic to the repeal and will make it 

-- continued on page 27

“One never knows if he or she will be a victim of 
a hate crime based on sexual orientation even in 
a more improving environment for lgbt folks.”

Ph
ot

o:
 J

ud
y 

R
ol

fe
 a

nd
 c

ou
rt

es
y 

of
 H

R
C



BaltiMOre OUtlOUD NOveMBeR 06, 2009 | BALTIMOReOuTLOuD.COM q  � 

election news

Maine voters turn Back 
Marriage equality
/ By steve chAring /
Although same-sex marriage was approved 
by Maine’s state legislature in May, voters 
in the Pine Tree State sought fit to overturn 
the decision. In a close battle, proponents to 
repeal the law prevailed over the defenders 
of same-sex marriage by a 53 to 47 percent 
margin )at press time).
 Conservatives succeeded in launching 
a petition drive that placed a repeal of the 
state law on the ballot; therefore, the legal-
ization of same-sex couples to marry was 
never put into effect after the measure was 
signed into law.
 Pro-marriage equality advocates had 
hoped that Maine would be the first state to 
approve such an action via the ballot. Cali-
fornia voters, through Proposition 8 a year 
ago, overturned a court decision that left gay 
rights activists feeling bitter.
 Five other states have legalized gay 
marriage — Iowa, Massachusetts, vermont, 
New Hampshire and Connecticut — but all 
did so through legislation or court rulings, 
not by popular vote. In contrast, constitution-
al amendments banning same-sex marriage 
has been approved in all 30 states where 

they have been on the ballot.
 While both sides had contributors 
and volunteers from outside the state, the 
money raised gave Protect Maine equality 
an advantage. The organization outraised 
its opponent, Stand for Marriage Maine by 
$4 million to $2.5 million, but that was not 
enough.
 Many gay rights activists were angry 
with President Obama for failing to discuss 
the referendum battle in Maine during his 
well-publicized speech before the Human 
Rights Campaign annual gala last month. 
He was also criticized for staying on the 
sidelines during the Prop 8 battle. These 
critics believed a strong endorsement for 
marriage equality by the President could 
possibly have made a difference.
 The outcome of this ballot initiative is 
extremely disheartening to proponents of 
marriage equality given the fact the state 
is in a geographical area that touts its inde-
pendence and tends to be liberal on social 
issues. A win at the ballot box would have 
been historic and a first and would have pro-
vided a significant amount of momentum go-

Scott Bowling (l.) with partner Dave Miller

homophobia Mars 
Alderman election 
in Annapolis
/ By steve chAring /
Scott Bowling knew the odds were stacked 
against him when he announced his candi-
dacy for Alderman in Annapolis’ 3rd Ward 
last January. He is a white man running in 
a heavily-populated African-American ward 
that covers the southwest corner of Annapo-
lis and includes the neighborhoods of Pa-
role, Homewood, Southwoods, Greenbriar, 
Annapolis Gardens, Bowman Court and 
Fairfax.
 He is a Republican in a ward that has an 
8 to 1 Democratic edge.
 And he is openly gay.
 Despite these daunting challenges, 
things were looking bright for Bowling head-
ing towards the election. He waged an is-
sues-oriented campaign as much against 
the status quo as he did against incumbent 

-- continued on page 27

-- continued on page 27

Democrat Classie Gillis Hoyle.
 “Annapolis is headed in the wrong direc-
tion and I have decided to run for Alderman of 
the 3rd Ward to help bring an end the appar-
ent paralysis at City Hall,” said Bowling when 
he announced his candidacy. “While our na-
tion and its citizens are trapped in a fiscal 
crisis, our leaders at City Hall are focused on 
frivolous laws, resolutions and analysis that 
do little to improve the quality of life for their 
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news // national

turning principles into 
equality via the internet
/ By steve charing /
Six months ago, a 
group of 24 dedi-
cated lgbt activists 
and donors gathered 
in Dallas to take ad-
vantage of a rare 
opportunity. They 
recognized that we 
are at a remarkable point in our history in 
that we had a Democratic-controlled u.S. 
House of Representatives and Senate as 
well as a president who had pledged to be 
a fierce advocate for the lgbt community. 
They met to figure out a way to capitalize on 
this phenomenon.
 The participants, many of whom had 
never met before, were affiliated loosely 
through a common friend, Juan Ahonen-
Jover, a nationally recognized donor and 
activist who created the equality Giving or-
ganization. Realizing that the window of op-
portunity to secure full and equal lgbt rights 
for lgbt folk will not be open indefinitely, and 
unwilling to accept the status quo or the 
pace of progress dictated by more main-
stream lgbt organizations, they met to do 
something to facilitate progress, primarily at 
the Federal level, but ultimately at all lev-
els and jurisdictions where lgbt protections 
were being debated.
 After 3 days of intense conversation, 
deliberation and negotiation a set of princi-
ples were formulated that the group believed 
should guide the beliefs and the behavior of 
all who advocate of behalf of equality for 
lgbt citizens. These principles, entitled The 

Dallas Principles, are as follows:
Full civil rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender individuals must be en-
acted now. Delay and excuses are no lon-
ger acceptable.
We will not leave any part of our commu-
nity behind.
Separate is never equal.
Religious beliefs are not a basis upon 
which to affirm or deny civil rights.
The establishment and guardianship of 
full civil rights is a non-partisan issue.
Individual involvement and grassroots ac-
tion are paramount to success and must 
be encouraged.
Success is measured by the civil rights 
we all achieve, not by words, access or 
money raised.

•

•

•
•

•

•

•

Those who seek our support are expect-
ed to commit to these principles.

To share and promote these Principles 
the group had created a website, thedal-
lasprinciples.org, (which is no longer being 
maintained) and a Facebook page. More 
recently, some of the founders of The Dal-
las Principles felt that they wanted to do 
more to translate these beliefs into action. 
In a spirit similar to that which infused the 
National equality March; i.e. that individual 
citizens can and should act on the matter of 
their legal enfranchisement, last month they 
launched a website known as Act On Prin-
ciples (AOP) at actonprinciples.org.
 AOP grew out of The Dallas Principles 
and provides internet-based tools for indi-
vidual citizens to hold their communities, 
their organizations, and their elected offi-
cials accountable for action or lack of action 
in the pursuit of full civil equality for the lgbt 
community. An interesting feature and most 
powerful tool on the website is a self- ad-
ministered Public Whip Count on lgbt fed-
eral legislation.
 The goals of the Whip Count are to fa-
cilitate progress, provide transparency, and 
promote accountability. Individual users are 
encouraged to speak directly to their fed-
eral representatives; provide officials with 
personal stories and a specific request to 
support, co-sponsor or introduce legisla-
tion to enable lgbt equality; determine their 
position on legislation like the employment 

Non-Discrimination 
Act, or the repeal 
of ‘Don’t Act Don’t 
Tell,’ or the repeal of 
the Defense of Mar-
riage Act; and report 
that position to the 
Public Whip Count.
 With the signing 
of the all-inclusive 

•

“I feel that The Dallas Principles 
are a modern-day equivalent of a 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights for the lgbt community.” 
—Lisa Polyak

Hate Crimes Prevention Act, the founders 
are happy that this victory would mark the 
beginning of further lgbt successes at the 
federal level that would include the passage 
of the above initiatives.
 One of the original founders of The 
Dallas Principles is Baltimore resident Lisa 
Polyak. She, along with her partner of 28 
years, Gita Deane were the lead plaintiffs in 
the unsuccessful Maryland lawsuit, Deane 
and Polyak v. Conaway that sought mar-
riage equality for same-sex couples.
 Polyak has been a member of equality 
Maryland’s Board of Directors since 2008. 
She has been a fierce advocate herself of 
the principles developed at the Dallas meet-
ings and acting on them by providing com-
mentary in national and local newspapers, 
appearing on television and radio and ad-
dressing civic and educational organiza-
tions. She is also the moderator of the Balti-
more-based Families With Pride, a support 
group for lgbt parents and children.
 “I feel that The Dallas Principles are a 
modern-day equivalent of a universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights for the lgbt com-
munity,” Polyak, told OUTloud. “I am proud 
to have been one of the authors, and look 
forward to the day when these beliefs and 
principles are translated into covenant and 
code that fully protects and enfranchises 
lgbt individuals.” 

OUTloud’s queer TV guide: 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com

Sign up online now for free 
home delivery of OUTloud. 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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Maryland Black Family Alliance 
celebrates the premiere of 
‘Maryland voices of equality’

news // loCal

On October 22nd the Maryland Black Family 
Alliance’s documentary film Maryland Voic-
es of Equality premiered at Coppin State 
university. Directed by noted filmmaker Ka-
lima Young, president of the award-winning 
Baltimore-based Kubla Khan Productions, 
the documentary featured MBFA leaders 
(including director elbridge James, pictured 
speaking to the audience); members and 
straight African-American allies including 
elected officials, pastors, community lead-
ers, civil rights activists, students 
and parents, all of whom convey 
compelling personal stories and 
their involvement in social jus-
tice work.
 The 20-minute documen-
tary was followed by a panel 
discussion by local leaders. The 
ACLu of Maryland, the equality Maryland 
Foundation, the GLCCB, the Marylanders of 
Color Collective and Pride in Faith co-spon-
sored the event.
 The Maryland Black Family Alliance is 
a coalition of black families and leaders of 

many faiths. They stand for fairness, justice 
and equality for all families and believe that 
love and commitment are the essence of 
family and that family is the foundation of 
strong black communities.
 They strive to ensure that all black 
families – including those led by committed 
same-sex couples – have the full protection 
of the law. Accordingly, the MBFA supports 
civil marriage and legal protection for com-
mitted same-sex couples, which will help 

ensure that families headed by 
gays and lesbians can share 
health insurance, visit each 
other in the hospital, and make 
medical decisions for their loved 
ones in times of crisis.
 The MBFA also seeks 
to serve African-Americans in 

Maryland by educating and empowering 
them to be strong allies for their lgbt family 
members and neighbors.
 The film can be seen in full on the MBFA 
website: www.marylandbfa.org/mve.html. 
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7	 (Sa)
Asian Arts & culture center presents 
Agangamasor and his Magic power
The legendary story of The Magic 
Diamond Finger is a classical dance 
drama based on an episode of the 
Reamker (Cambodian version of 
the Ramayana story) depicting the 
mythological world as it was prior to 
the birth of Prince Rama—never before 
seen on stage. 8:00 p.m. Stephens Hall 
Theatre, Towson university. $16 general; 
$13 seniors and students; $10 AA&CC 
members and Tu students with I.D. For 
Tickets: 410-704-2787; www.tuboxoffice.
com. For information: 410-704-2807; www.
towson.edu/asianarts

8	 (Su)
Mr. Maryland Leather 2010 contest 
presented by c.o.M.M.A.n.D., M.c.
Benefit for Brother Help Thyself. Doors 
open 1:00 p.m.; contest begins at 2:00 
p.m. Tickets $25 at the door. Club Hippo.

10	 (Tu)
pFLAg-howard county presents panel 
on LgBt youth homelessness
(See article in this issue.) Panelists 
include Ross Pologe (Baltimore Homeless 
Youth Initiative), F.T. Burden (AIRS), 
Curtis McDonald and representative 
from Hearts and Homes. 7:30 p.m. Owen 
Brown Interfaith Center, 7246 Cradlerock 
Way, Columbia, MD 21045, Information: 
410-290-8292, e-mail: Robertscp@aol.
com; website: www.pflagmd.org

11	 (W)
Baltimore Book tour of local author 
James Magruder’s Debut  
novel Sugarless
James Magruder’s Sugarless offers 
a ruefully entertaining take on the 
simultaneous struggles of coming-out, 
coming-of-age, and coming-to-Jesus. 
He is a playwright and award- winning 
translator who lives in Baltimore. He 
wrote the book for the Broadway musical 
Triumph of Love and has published stories 
in Bloom, Subtropics, and The Gettysburg 
Review. He teaches at Swarthmore 
College and the Yale School of Drama. 

•

•

•

•

7:00 p.m. Barnes & Noble Johns 
Hopkins Bookstore, 3330 St. Paul Street, 
Baltimore, 21218 Information: www.
barnesandnobleinc.com or (410) 516-8317

12	 (Th)
Baltimore Book tour of local author 
James Magruder’s Debut novel 
Sugarless
7:00 p.m. Atomic Books, 3620 Falls Road, 
Baltimore, 21211. Information: www.
atomicbooks.com or (410) 662-4444

16-19	 (M-Th)
towson University’s 2009 transgender 
Awareness Week
Towson u. will be celebrating and raising 
awareness of the coming out experience 
and trans/gender queer identity through 
a series of speakers, socials, workshops 
and memorial events. Included in this 
week is the first transgender Real World 
cast member, from last seasons Brooklyn 
cast, Katelynn Cusanelli; Student union 
Building. Times and locations vary. Info: 
Maren Greathouse at mgreathouse@
towson.edu or by calling 410-704-2051.

18	 (W)
Baltimore Book tour of local author 
James Magruder’s Debut novel 
Sugarless
7:30 p.m. university of Baltimore - School 
of Communications Design Center, 5th 
Floor, 21 W. Mt. Royal Avenue, Baltimore, 
21201. Information: http://raven.ubalt.edu/ 
or (410) 837-6038

24	 (Tu)
pFLAg-Baltimore Meeting with guest 
speaker Morgan sheets
equality Maryland’s new executive 
Director Morgan Sheets will discuss the 
organization’s plans. 7:00 p.m., Towson 
unitarian universalist Church, 1710 
Dulaney valley Road, Lutherville, MD 
21093. Information: 443-255-1484 or 
PFLAGbaltimorecounty@gmail.com.

•

•

•

•

email	event	submissions	to	calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com
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news // national

obama helps people with AiDs
WASHINGTON, D.C. – On October 30 
President Barack Obama took major 
steps on behalf of people living with HIv 
and AIDS by signing the reauthoriza-
tion of the Ryan White CARe Act as 
well as announcing the end of the 
HIv Travel and Immigration ban.
 First, he signed into law a bill 
extending the Ryan White HIv/
AIDS Treatment extension Act, 
reauthorizing for another four 
years the critical programs that have 
helped provide care for more than half 
a million low-income people living with 
HIv and AIDS. Second, he announced 
the final regulation reversing our Nation’s 
prohibition on HIv-positive people entering 
the country for travel or immigration.
 “We thank the President for taking 
these tremendous steps today on behalf of 
people with HIv and AIDS,” said Human 
Rights Campaign President Joe Solmo-
nese. “[These] actions signal both to 
Americans and to the world that the 
united States is a nation that will care 
for those most in need at home and 
will no longer close the door to HIv-
positive people abroad. Today, 
President Obama has extended 
one of our nation’s proudest 
responses to the HIv/AIDS 
epidemic and finally erased on 
our of most shameful.”
 For nearly twenty years, the 
Ryan White CARe Act has served 
those most in need, acting as a payer 
of last resort in the gaps left by Medicaid, 
Medicare and other public health insur-
ance programs. This legislation has been a 
tremendous success, with more than half a 
million people having been served by CARe 
Act programs to date. HRC, the country’s 
largest lgbt civil rights advocacy organi-
zation, has lobbied on behalf of the Ryan 
White program since its inception and will 
continue to press Congress to address to 
the ongoing HIv/AIDS epidemic with the 
strongest possible federal response.
 The ban on HIv-positive visitors and 
immigrants was adopted through regulation 
over twenty years ago and codified by Con-
gress in 1993. under that ban, HIv-positive 
foreign nationals were unable to enter the 
u.S. unless they obtained a special waiver, 
which was difficult to obtain and only al-
lowed for short-term travel, and the vast 
majority were unable to obtain legal perma-
nent residency.

 In July 2008, President Bush signed 
into law, as part of the reauthorization of the 
President’s emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PePFAR), a provision that removed the ban 
from statute and returned regulatory author-
ity to the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to determine whether HIv should 
remain on a list of communicable diseases 
that bar foreign nationals from entering the 
united States. In June of this year, HHS 
issued a proposed rule lifting the ban and 
seeking public comment.
 “Today a discriminatory travel and im-
migration ban has gone the way of the dino-
saur and we’re glad it’s finally extinct,” said 
Senator John Kerry (D-MA). “It sure took too 
long to get here. We’ve now removed one 
more hurdle in our fight against AIDS, and 
it’s long overdue for people living with HIv 
who battle against stigma and bigotry day in 
and day out.” 
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news // loCal

panel to Discuss LgBt youth homelessness 
at columbia/howard county pFLAg Meeting

FT Burden, President and CEO of AIRS

LGBT youth homelessness is not a topic 
that is discussed frequently. But the problem 
is very real and prevalent, especially in the 
Baltimore area. On November 10 at 7:30, 
the Howard County chapter of PFLAG—Par-
ents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays—will present a panel that will explore 
lgbt youth homelessness from identifying its 
scope to offering solutions.
 At any given time there are 
tens of thousands of homeless 
youth on the streets of u.S. cit-
ies. And Baltimore is no excep-
tion. A significant number of the 
youth are lgbt who are throw-
aways by their families because 
of their sexual orientation. While some live 
under bridges and on grates, many reside in 
unstable housing whereby they move from 
home to home (couch surfing) in search of a 
roof over their heads.
 Because of this transient activity and 
their own frequent denial of their situation, 

these youth are rarely captured by govern-
ment and private census or survey counts. 
Their plight, therefore, cannot be fully identi-
fied and addressed. On the streets, they are 
vulnerable to criminal activity--both as per-
petrator or victim--that could involve drugs, 
prostitution, assaults, thefts, HIv/AIDS and 
other health maladies. unless there is inter-

vention, their futures are bleak.
 The meeting will feature 
a distinguished panel of experts 
who will present what can be 
done to save these kids and how 
this can be achieved with limited 
resources. One panel member 
is Ross Pologe who, for three 

decades, has run the Fellowship of Lights-
a Baltimore-based program for runaway 
youth-and is a major participant in the Bal-
timore Homeless Youth Initiative.
 Along with Mr. Pologe will be F.T. Bur-
den (pictured), the President and CeO of 
AIDS Interfaith Residential Services (AIRS), 

also of Baltimore, where a renewed em-
phasis on lgbt homelessness is underway. 
He will discuss AIRS, what is known about 
youth homelessness and the programs that 
the organization has in place to serve this 
population.
 Curtis McDonald, who had once been 
homeless, will offer his perspective by dis-
cussing his and his peers’ experiences on 
the street as well as his current research on 
youth homelessness. He had conducted a 
focus group at the GLCCB, which provded 
him with important feedback.
 Rounding out the panel will be a rep-
resentative of Hearts and Homes for Youth 
of Montgomery County, which is planning 
to build a residence for homeless youth 
statewide.
 A Q&A session will follow the presenta-
tions. The meeting will take place at the Owen 
Brown Interfaith Center at 7246 Cradlerock 
Way, Columbia, MD 21045. All meetings are 
free, confidential and open to the public. For 
more information, visit pflagmd.org. 

The Baltimore County chapter of PFLAG—Parents, 
Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays—focused 
on homophobic rhetoric during its monthly meeting on 
October 27.
 The guest speaker was Joan Garrity (pictured), who 
provides training to health care and social service pro-
fessionals in counseling and communication skills. Her 
work focuses on issues related to sexuality.
 Ms. Garrity facilitated a session about conversations 
with others regarding lgbt issues. How do you confront 
homophobic rhetoric? How do you respond when faced 
with ignorance and hatred, especially when it’s coming 
from people near and dear to you?
 This presentation was a follow-up to “How to be a Straight Ally” from a previous PFLAG 
meeting. Several parents had indicated that the Straight Ally presentation was very informa-
tive, and they wanted examples of specific responses to questions like, “Don’t you think you 
messed up as a parent because your daughter turned out to be a lesbian.”
 “We discussed many different offensive question and comments that would be or have 
been brought to us by people in our families or people we work with,” said chapter chair Mark 
Patro. “Many of us walked away with a renewed sense of how to respond to homophobic 
ideas.”
 PFLAG-Baltimore County meets the last Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. The meet-
ings are free, confidential and open to everyone and take place at the Towson unitarian uni-
versalist Church. 1710 Dulaney valley Road, Lutherville, MD 21093. For more information, 
call 443-255-1484 or e-mail PFLAGbaltimorecounty@gmail.com. 

pFLAg-Baltimore tackles 
homophobic rhetoric

Joan Garrity

Sign up online now for free 
home delivery of OUTloud. 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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beyond the beltway

/ coMpiLeD By JiM BecKer /

Anti-marriage 
equality daughter 
of MLK to head 
SCLC
Atlanta, gA - The Rev. Bernice King has 
been chosen as the first woman to head the 
civil rights organization co-founded by her 

Philly youth group 
to help first on-line 
gay high school

philadelphia, pA - A local lgbt youth-advo-
cacy group has signed on as a partner in the 
world’s first online lgbt school. The Online 
GLBTQ High School, based in Maplewood, 
Connecticut, is set to launch in January, and 
Philadelphia’s educational Justice Coalition 
will spearhead an effort to introduce the lo-
cal lgbt youth community to the school and 
its possibilities. The school is designed for 
those in grades 9-12 and will follow a tra-
ditional public high-school curriculum with 
nearly 90 courses covering the standard 
english, history and mathematics, as well as 
some in the works to address lgbt-specific 
topics. Full-time students could pay about 
$5,900 per year, although scholarships may 
be available.
David Glick, founder and executive director 
of the school and the first on-line learning 
coordinator at the Minnesota Department of 
education, said the motivation to open the 
virtual school was born of the countless in-
cidents of bullying, harassment and overall 
pervasive homophobic attitude common to 
many lgbt teens’ high-school experiences. 
The most recent data from the Gay, Lesbian 
and Straight education Network found that 
more than 86 percent of lgbt middle- and 
high-school students surveyed experienced 
harassment at school. “The experience that 
glbtq kids have in school is usually not that 
positive,” Glick said. “And we’ve seen sta-
tistics about how negative environments 
impact student learning and lead to higher 
dropout rates. This school provides another 
option for those kids who may want or need 
this now.”
 Quincy Greene, executive director of 
eJC, said that, while virtual schools inher-

ently don’t allow for much face time between 
students and their teachers, eJC’s support 
center will bring together the students in a 
supportive, safe environment. “One of the 
concerns we’ve been looking at is isolation 
and a lack of social interaction, so that’s 
what we at eJC, and in collaboration with 
other non-profits, are looking to address. 
We want to create a community around this 
school that youth can rely on to make health-
ier choices and achieve positive outcomes in 
the area of education.” For more information 
about the school, visit www.glbtqonlinehigh-
school.com. (Philadelphia Gay News - Jen 
Colletta at epgn.com)

Mass. starts 
transgender suicide 
prevention program

Boston, MA - A first-of-its-kind coordinated 
effort is being launched in Massachusetts, 
according to the Massachusetts Trans-
gender Political Coalition (MTPC), that will 
work to prevent transgender suicide. “Trans-
gender people and others whose gender 
does not conform to rigid stereotypes are 
at greater risk for self-harm and suicide as 
a result of harassment, discrimination, and 
violence,” said Gunner Scott, executive di-
rector of the MTPC. “Day to day experiences 
of social disapproval, combined with experi-
ences of being incorrectly identified for who 
one is, may lead to feelings of fear, anger 
and invisibility. These oppressive experienc-
es lead to a disintegration of self-image and 
self-worth, often resulting in depression and 
social isolation.”
 The program, called The Transgender 
Suicide Prevention Working Group, will pro-
vide education and training for health care 
providers and the community at large about 
the high risk of suicide among the trans-
gender community. Working in tandem with 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
Commissioner John Auerbach, the Group 
will also produce pioneering Transgender 
Suicide Prevention brochures in a public 
forum at the Department of Public Health. 
(Bay Windows - Hannah Clay Wareham at 
baywindows.com)

100 lgbt activists 
protest President in 
Boston

Boston. MA - A protest prompted by Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s visit to Boston, orga-
nized by grassroots lgbt rights group Join 
the Impact - MA (JTIMA), drew more than 
100 demonstrators to Copley Square Oct. 
23. “He’s not living up to his promises,” Ian 
Struthers, a student at Fisher College, said 

father, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. The 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
announced her election as its eighth presi-
dent on October 30th. Interim President By-
ron Clay called King and said she accepted 
the position. “In the spirit of your father, Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., we look forward with an-
ticipation to your leadership,” Clay told King, 
46, as reporters listened to his end of the 
conversation.
 In 2004, Bernice King helped lead a 
march against same-sex marriage in At-
lanta. This action was in contrast to the 
advocacy of her mother, Coretta Scott King 
and her older sister Yolanda Denise King, 
both long-time outspoken supporters of gay 
rights. “Bernice says herself that she knows 
deep within that her father did not march and 
did not take a bullet for same-sex marriage,” 
said MLK niece Alveda King to the Associ-
ated Press at the time. “I don’t believe that 
people should be penalized for their affec-
tions, but we need to be clear on the pur-
pose of sexuality and marriage, that purpose 
being procreation.”
 Martin Luther King Jr. was the SCLC’s 
first president, serving from 1957 until his 
death in 1968. His eldest son, Martin Luther 
King III, was president from 1998 to 2003. 
Bernice King inherits an SCLC and issues 
much changed from the days of her father’s 
leadership. Today, SCLC has roughly 10,000 
members and nearly 80 chapters in 17 states 
from Georgia to California. The group has 
also opened a nonviolent conflict resolution 
center in Israel, with plans to open 10 inter-
national sites in 10 years. (365Gay.com)
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of the president’s as-yet-unfulfilled campaign 
pledges, including a full repeal of the De-
fense of Marriage Act (DOMA) and a stop-
loss order ending the military’s ban on gays 
and lesbians serving openly. As Struthers 
listed his complaints against Obama, an-
other demonstrator interjected, saying, “It’s 
called the 14th Amendment: equal protec-
tions for all Americans.” The president was 
attending a fund-raising event.
 Matthew Dimick, a member of JTIMA, 
said that the protestors were demonstrating 
to “keep Obama’s feet to the fire.” Regard-
ing the Obama administration’s recent work 
for lgbt equality (reauthorization of the Ryan 
White CARe Act and the creation of a na-
tional resource center for LGBT seniors, for 
example), Dimick said, “We appreciate what 
has been done, but we’re still pushing. We 
still have expectations.”
 The demonstrators started chanting at 
five minutes of one, as Boston Police Depart-
ment officers moved metal barriers to keep 
people on sidewalks. “Don’t ask, don’t tell! 
Take your ban and go to hell,” was a crowd 
favorite, along with the National equality 
March’s popular, “Hey O-bama, let mama 
marry mama!” Spectators and pedestrians 
gathered on the steps of the Boston Public 
Library to watch as officers on motorcycles 
sped off to usher the president’s cavalcade 
to the Westin Copley Place’s underground 
parking garage, avoiding the demonstration. 
Dimick, however, believed that the protes-
tors’ presence would not go unignored. “He 
doesn’t have to visibly see us with his eyes 
to know that we’re out here.” (Bay Windows 
- Hannah Clay Wareham at baywindows.
com)

Texas GOP elects 
anti-gay woman as 
chair

Austin, tX - The president of Log Cabin Re-
publicans of Dallas says he’s disappointed 
but not surprised that the longtime leader 
of the anti-gay Texas eagle Forum was re-
cently elected chairwoman of the state GOP. 
Meanwhile, the gay-friendly chairman of the 
Dallas County Republican Party says he be-
lieves Cathie Adams’ election last weekend 
sets the state party back at least five years in 
its efforts to become more inclusive. And the 
president of Stonewall Democrats of Dallas 
says she believes the move is a sign of panic 
on the part of Texas Republicans who rec-
ognize that they’re losing their grip on power 
in the state.
 Adams, 59, of Dallas, was elected on 
Saturday, Oct. 24 to replace Tina Benkis-
er, who stepped down to become a senior 

campaign advisor for Gov. Rick Perry. Since 
1993 Adams has led the right-wing Texas 
eagle Forum, the state chapter of a national 
organization that describes itself as “leading 
the pro-family movement.” The eagle Forum 
was founded in 1967 by Phyllis Schlafly, who 
continues to be its president. Adams is well 
known in North Texas as a leading local cru-
sader against lgbt equality.
 erin Moore, president of Stonewall 
Democrats of Dallas, said “I think it’s a panic 
move. I think they think that they’re not ex-
panding, that rather they’re losing their base 
because of all the stupidity over the last 
eight years, so I think they’re trying to get 
back to their roots, and she is as extreme as 
they come. eagle Forum is Stone Age Re-
publican. She’s as out there as they come. 
“I think they’re panicking because Texas is 
in play now, Texas is deemed a purple state 
and viable for the next presidential election.” 
(Dallas Voice - John Wright at dallasvoice.
com)

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the on line version of 
various newspapers and other web sites. We 
thank these publications for allowing us to 
bring you their news stories. Usually the re-
ports have been significantly edited and you 
can read the full story by going to the web site 
mentioned following the item. Comments are 
strictly the opinions of Jim Becker and not of 
Baltimore Outloud or Pride Media.

Sign up online now for free 
home delivery of OUTloud. 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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open wide:
ask dr. eva
BY DR. evA HeRSH

hpv vaccine 
Approved 
for Boys and 
young Men
Dear Dr. eva,
I heard on the news that the HPv vaccine 
was recently approved for boys, but also 
that insurance does not have to cover 
it. I thought they had to cover approved 
vaccines – what’s the deal with that?
—Jamie D., r.n.

Dear Jamie,
For those who might not know, HPv is the 
Human Papilloma virus. HPv is a sexually 

transmitted infection. HPv virus causes 
genital warts and cancers of the cervix, 
penis, anus, head and neck. The HPv 
vaccine has been recommended since 
June 2006 for girls and women age 9-26.
 The Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices (ACIP) is 
the government panel that makes 
recommendations on vaccines. In October 
2009, ACIP voted to approve but not to 
recommend giving HPv vaccine to males 
between age 9 and 26.
 What’s the difference 
between “approved” and 
“recommended”? Now, if a 
health care provider gives HPv 
vaccine to a male age 9-26, 
it’s considered an approved 
use of the vaccine. Before this, 
giving HPv vaccine to males 
was considered off-label or experimental. 
Medical professionals should now be 
more likely to give HPv vaccine to boys 
and young men who ask for it (or whose 
parents ask), and some will start offering 
it to patients. However, since giving HPv 
vaccine to males is not yet recommended, 
it won’t be considered substandard medical 
care if it is not offered. For this reason, 
insurance companies can choose whether 
or not to cover the cost.

 One hopeful sign: ACIP did 
recommend that HPv vaccine be made 
available free through the vaccines for 
Children program, the government program 
that pays for vaccines for children who have 
no insurance or are insured by Medical 
Assistance (Medicaid). That will give a 
large group of males 21 and under access 
to the vaccine. We don’t know how soon 
this coverage will begin.
 The major reason the vaccine was only 
approved and not recommended for males 

was the cost, which is $150 
a dose. Just as in females, 
three doses are required over 
6 months, with a total cost of 
$450 for the vaccine. That 
doesn’t include the cost of the 
medical visit and the injections. 
even though that is a big 

expense, not recommending vaccinating 
males is short sighted financial thinking 
considering the huge financial, health, and 
emotional costs from warts and cancers 
caused by HPv. Maybe in time the ACIP will 
make a stronger recommendation.
 Meanwhile, remember that insurance 
companies have the option to pay for HPv 
vaccine for males as well as the option 
not to pay for it. If they hear from current 
and potential customers (individuals and 

especially, employers) that this benefit is 
important and could be a selling point, more 
of them will cover it.
 I recommend that all young people 
receive this important vaccine as soon 
as possible after the 9th birthday. even 
for those in their 20’s who may have 
already had an HPv infection with warts 
or an abnormal Pap smear, the vaccine is 
important. There are many strains of HPv 
virus, and the vaccine protects against at 
least 6 of them. Patients who have been 
exposed to one strain are at higher-than-
average risk for being exposed to other 
strains. Anyone under age 27 who has had 
warts or another STD should make sure to 
get the HPv vaccine.
—Dr. eva

Dr. Eva Hersh is Chief Medical Officer at 
Chase Brexton Health Services.

Send your comments and questions to her 
by e-mail at charing@baltimoreoutloud.
com, or by surface mail to Eva Hersh MD, 
Chase Brexton Health Services, 1001 
Cathedral St., Baltimore, MD 21201

OUTloud’s queer TV guide: 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis
We are a Welcoming Congregation,

We welcome and celebrate the lives of bisexual,
gay, lesbian, and transgender people.

Worship service: 9 and 11am
Rev. Dr. Fredric Muir, Pastor

Francoise Ateto, Director of Religion Education
333 Dubois Road - Annapolis, MD 21401 (410) 266-8044

Beth El Congregation

An open, progressive USCJ synagogue.

8101 Park Heights Avenue  

Baltimore, MD 21208

www.bethelbalto.com

“This is your synagogue.”

The Baltimore
Ethical Society

306 W. Franklin St. Ste.102
410-581-2322

www.BaltimoreEthicalSociety.org

Sunday Meetings - 10:30 a.m.

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES

&  WEDDINGS

Diversity    Humanism
Community    Equality

religious directory

We
Welcome

GLBT
Families

and
Friends
to the

Life and
Ministry

of the
Church

Grace Church  5407 N. Charles St.~ Baltimore, MD 21210 at Northern Pkwy
410-433-6650 ~  www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Grace United Methodist Church
Wednesday, November 25 at 7:30 PM
Shared Service of Thanksgiving

at Episcopal Church of the Redeemer
(Charles St. at Melrose Ave.)

Music by Combined Choir; Sermon by Dr. Brannan -
“Considering Lilies”

- Bring a loaf or other form of bread to be blessed
and then shared at your Thanksgiving table.

Call 410-244-6780 
to list your 

worship center in the 
Religious Directory.
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quite specific to a certain individual, and if 
they were to read the lyrics and think about 
it personally, they would know it was about 
them for the most part. Sometimes, when I 
write them, it’s quite scathing. Then when I 
look back and I see the person, I am half 
mortified for myself.
 When I write it, it seems quite appropri-
ate, but sometimes after the fact, I do feel 
a little bad. I think, “Oh, you could have 
couched that in a different way,” but the fact 
is, that’s how I felt at the time. I don’t know 
that it makes the person that it’s about feel 
great, but what do you do? You can’t write, 
“I’m sort of feeling bad, but not really.” That’s 
just not honest. If someone does eat you 
up for breakfast and spits you out along the 
way, I don’t know how you put that nicely.
JA: on the flip side of that, as personal 
as they may be for you, they may feel just 
as personal to someone else.
BM: Yeah!
JA: When i was listening to the album, i 

was blown away by two of the songs you 
just mentioned, “i hope you’re happy 
now” and “painfully happy.” they both 
hit a little close to home for me, and i 
found myself crying when i listened to 
them for the first time. it’s amazing how 
something so personal and cathartic for 
you, can also speak to someone else so 
intimately.
BM: I think that’s true because most people 
have experienced disappointment and re-
jection and things that went terribly, terribly 
wrong, and while the song was about me in a 
particular situation, the situation itself is just 
location. The actual emotional context is the 
same for everybody. It’s really just different 
locations.

JA: it’s been nine years since your last 
album. What happened in that time? Why 
the long delay?
BM: Certainly for the last few years, I just 
couldn’t get signed. They didn’t even want 
to look at me, really. It was a little soul de-

stroying. A few years of that took its toll. un-
fortunately, I found myself in a bleak place 
where I was defining myself by what I do. I 
know everybody tells you that’s not how you 
should define yourself, but I don’t know how 
you don’t define yourself by what you do. I 
found myself basically just giving up.
 The thing about failure is that it’s one 
thing when it’s something done in the priva-
cy of you and a few friends, but quite anoth-
er when a million people bought the album, 
and a lot of people know you have a single, 
and then you live in the shadow of being a 
one-hit wonder. I tried to remind myself that 
most people don’t even get that one hit, but 
I was lost. I got to a very dark place, and 
just stayed there for four or five years until 
a little light came along with the single “Just 
Sex,” and the remix did well on the dance 
chart. Suddenly people started asking me to 
perform, which I did. I decided, “Okay. It’s 
time to try again.” I had to stop telling my-
self I couldn’t do it and just do it. And I did. 
That got me to the point where I am now, and 

hopefully thing will work out.
JA: i want to talk about depression. it’s 
a really important subject that so many 
people still don’t understand, and those 
that know it all too well tend to avoid talk-
ing about it.
BM: You’re right. Yes.

JA: you’re a spokesperson for the JeD 
Foundation now, right?
BM: Yes. I just did a PSA for them. Yeah. I 
have to be honest, I wasn’t overly enthusias-
tic about talking about. even though I have 
a sense of humor about it — I mean, I called 
my label Fruit Loop — but I’m not overly keen 
to be judged every time I have a disagree-
ment with someone. I don’t want to be seen 
as that weird, crazy person who has depres-
sion. In all honesty, right now, I feel really 
good about it. A lot of people have come 
to me and spoken about being depressed. 
Me talking about it makes them feel a little 
bit more empowered. every time someone 
sends me a note or says to me, “I’ve been 
there. I know how that feels,” because so 
many people have no idea, it makes me feel 
better about myself and safer.

JA: it’s much like coming out as gay, and 
how that empowers those around you 
even while it also empowers yourself. Ac-
cording to your bio you’re openly bisex-
ual. have you always been open about 
your sexuality or is that part of the new, 
free Billie?
BM: I’ve always been, actually. I have to 
confess, it was no biggie for me. It was a 
given. I don’t know why that was, especially 
since I was brought up Catholic, but from the 
very beginning I was very open about that. 
People would ask and I’d say yeah.
 But it became less of an issue of me 
being bisexual, as in I slept with men and I 
slept with women, and it became more of an 
issue of people trying to tell me I was gay. I 
don’t care. If I never sleep with a man again 
and you want to say I’m gay, that’s great. 
That has no impact on me. If I never sleep 
with a woman again and you want to call me 
straight, that has no impact on me. But I think 
to truly say one way or the other would be a 
lie. I could never say I was straight because 
are people in my life, that I cared very much 
for who are women. And there have also 
been men I’ve cared about. I don’t know. It’s 
a strange one. I’ve had people both straight 
and gay tell me if I’ve slept with a woman, 
I’m gay. Okay, but what happens when the 
guys I’ve slept with come out and tell you 
I’ve slept with them?
 I was always reluctant, not because I 
cared particularly about someone saying I 
was or not. It doesn’t mean anything to me. If 
makes someone feel better then great, fine. I 

Billie Myers: On the 
COMeBaCk trail

(continued from front page)
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just didn’t want to be Anne Heche. That was 
my big thing. Frankly, it would have been a 
lot easier for me to say, “That’s it! I’m gay!” 
But like I said, I didn’t want some fellows to 
come along and say, “Hey, I slept with her 
last week.” It was a no win situation.

JA: you sang “America the Beautiful” 
with Dave Koz at the national equality 
March, and gave a very emotional speech. 
i loved how you made the point that the 
song was written by a lesbian who lived 
with her partner for 25 years, something 
i’m sure most American’s don’t know. i 
sure didn’t.
BM: I don’t think people did. And obviously, 
some people were not so happy about me 
mentioning that. I’m like, “Hey, go look at 
the archives. even if you want to say they 
weren’t lesbians, the fact remains they lived 
together for 25 years. Whether you want to 
say it’s a platonic love, it was still a love be-
tween two women, and it shouldn’t be over-
looked that for the woman who wrote that it 
was an important part of her life.
 I think it’s a lovely irony that “America the 
Beautiful” was written by a minority. That’s 
what America was built on. It was all these 
different people coming from other coun-
tries, many of them were being oppressed, 
to start a new life. It’s the whole concept of 
one nation being a melting pot.
 I happen to think America is a great 
country. I’ve traveled the world, and my eu-
ropean friends get very pissy with me about 
this sometimes, but I truly believe that Amer-
ica is the victim of the biggest PR campaign 
of the century. Having traveled the world, 
I’ve seen places where we could never have 
had that march we had, could never have a 
different opinion, could never walk down the 
streets safely, could not have had the Ryan 
White AIDS Treatment Act signed, could not 
have Hate Crime bills signed. So with all of 
my irritation with the Barack Obama admin-
istration as it relates to getting equality right 
now, I also take on board there are advance-

ments. America is this beautiful melting pot 
that is ever shifting, ever changing. It is a 
democracy. An ugly and ever-evolving de-
mocracy but it’s also a beautiful democracy. 
That the song could be written by a lesbian, 
that’s truly what America is all about.

JA: i also love that you called out presi-
dent obama for still skirting around the 
issue of gay marriage. how long do you 
think he can ignore the issue? Do you 
think we’re moving in that direction?
BM: In my heart’s heart, I would like to think 
the majority of people represent us. It isn’t 
the majority of people who vote, it’s a small 
percentage of people who vote, who happen 
to have wacky ideas. 50 million people can 
tune in to vote for American Idol, but only 20 
million vote in the election? There’s some-
thing really wrong about that. Maybe we 
need to have the election alongside Adam 
Lambert on Fox. For me, it’s like every time 
someone doesn’t vote in the mass populace, 
they’re giving the people who really want to 
manipulate our country, the fundamental-
ists, so much power. It angers me every time 
someone says, “What’s the point in voting?” 
The point in voting is: A) because you have 
an opinion, and B) to dilute those people’s 
opinions that are so strong. Take away their 
voice. Sorry, I’ve gone off on my political 
rant...

JA: Actually, i think it’s important for 
more people, especially young people, to 
hear that message. it was so great to see 
so many young people at the March.
BM: exactly! The March was incredibly im-
portant on all levels, especially when you 
consider that there wasn’t any budget, and 
it really wasn’t getting support on any level. 
I was really disappointed by the lack of sup-
port within the gay community. I was really, 
really disappointed that people like Barney 
Frank could make the comments he made, 
or that Barack Obama could go to the HRC 
dinner the night before and not even mention 
it. And then we glorified that speech. There 
was nothing wrong with his speech, per se, 
but to not even acknowledge it. I mean, what 
is more important than equality? We can talk 
about Don’t Ask Don’t Tell, we can talk about 
marriage rights, but it’s all components of 
the same issue. It’s equality.
 Those young people that attended the 
March, to me, they’re the generation who 
are going to stand on the right side of his-
tory. They’re going to be the Cleve Jones of 
the future. The same rhetoric we’re hearing 
today is the same rhetoric Cleve Jones and 
Harvey Milk heard in San Francisco.

JA: What was it like being on that stage?
BM: It was very intimidating and very hum-

“I got to a very dark place, and just stayed there 
for four or five years until a little light came 
along with the single ‘Just Sex,’ and the remix 
did well on the dance chart.”

bling to see the crowd when I walked onto 
the stage. I suddenly felt this incredibly 
nervousness, and a sense of being such a 
minute atom in the big picture. I wanted to 
be sure that whatever came out of my mouth 
was representative of the 150,000 people 
who were there. I came away from there 
even more vocal, and I have a big mouth at 
the best of times. Having stood there on that 
stage, it was like, if these kids can drive sev-
enteen hours to just stand there, this is not 
the time to scared to have an opinion. It’s 
time to face the backlash and not be scared 
about it.
 For better or for worse, that also means 
taking a look at the community within which I 
live, the lgbt community, and saying, “yes we 
can.” Just because we love Barack Obama 
doesn’t mean we can’t disagree with him. 
Patience is not the answer to equality. I 
don’t think we should be waiting until 2017, 
as someone said. Obama’s entire political 
campaign was based on “Yes We Can.” I’m 
not interested in “Yes We Might Do,” or “Yes 
We Will (when it’s politically expedient).”

JA: so you think we need to take a look 
within our own community as well as fo-

cusing on the government?
BM: I do. I hope people don’t misinterpret 
what I mean by this, but there is something 
fundamentally wrong in our society when 
Lady Gaga gets more applause than Judy 
Shepard. I know people can take that many 
different ways but I don’t mean it as a slam. I 
mean it in the sense of who is truly important. 
I understand that it is truly a grand and won-
derful thing that Lady Gaga did, but you had a 
woman on stage who’s son had died, a mom 
who truly fought for the rights we have today, 
but I don’t know that people truly grasped 
that importance. I found that disturbing.
 We need to — all of us, myself included 
— need to point the finger inward before 
we point it outward, and become a unified 
group. I have to say that here in California, 
everyone got up in arms about Prop 8 after 
it passed. There’s something fundamentally 
wrong when Brad Pitt and Steven Spielberg 
were the biggest donators to our cause. God 
help me that I pick on one of our own, but 
where was ellen beforehand? Most of us are 
not ellen and Portia. Most of us are not go-
ing to get away with that multi-million dollar 
wedding. Most of us are just mere mortals.
 Where were these powerhouses? If el-

len can be the biggest, award-winning talk 
show second only to Oprah, that’s the face 
people need to see. That’s the face of nor-
mality, not the face of leather-bound chaps 
with their asses hanging out. And we need to 
be honest about things like that too. You can 
do it in your bar, honey, but it’s not accept-
able to have a gay pride parade and have 
it open with topless women on bikes. How 
can we walk in the same parade that allows 
NAMBLA? How can we expect respect from 
somebody else? Tell me any other organiza-
tion that would begin their parade like that? 
We have to be honest. There’s a certain 
point when we have to draw lines within our 
community and say, “That’s not the face we 
want to present,” but we don’t do it.

JA: Do you think the March was a suc-
cess? And how do we continue the mo-
mentum?
BM: To quote Cleve, that march was not 
let’s organize a march, that march was let’s 
march to organize. Let’s get people excited 
and organized to form a campaign. This year 
that number was 150,000. Next year maybe 
it’ll be 250,000, and the next year 750,000. 
unless that voice is unified, no one is go-

ing to listen. The Christian Right is a unified 
voice, and theirs is much louder than ours. 
They are a powerful force. They’ve been 
around for years insidiously working in the 
government. We need to work as a group to 
be that same sort of force, and we need to 
be articulate in that.
 We need to put people on the spot. We 
need to ask our politicians how they explain 
away equality on the use of a religious doc-
trine and dogma when the first amendment 
guarantees separation of Church and State. 
Where is the articulate argument for that? 
There is no room to disagree with that. If your 
default argument is Christianity, then aren’t 
you going against everything that America 
was really founded on?
 Whenever I ask someone to explain that 
to me, what other reason do you have for not 
giving equality, more often than not they fall 
on to that really old chestnut, as I call it, “the 
slippery slope to stupidity” argument: “If you 
give them the right to marry then the next 
thing you know someone will want to marry 
their dog.” If that’s the argument you have to 
go to because you can’t think of something 
actually sensible then that says more about 
you than it does about me. 

feature
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thinking outloud

A Message from equality Maryland’s new 
executive Director, Morgan sheets
I am so thrilled to join you all in my new 
post as the executive Director of equality 
Maryland. My wife, Rae and I reside in 
ellicott City. Over the past decade, I have 
had the opportunity to work on behalf of 
a range of social justice issues winning 
campaigns at the state and federal level. I 
am thrilled to now have the chance to push 
for issues that are so important to me and 
my family in the place that I call home.
 Like many of you, I was shocked to 
read about an incident that happened 
in Louisiana just a couple of weeks ago 
where a Justice of the Peace refused to 
sign a marriage license for Beth Humphrey 
and Terence McKay because they are an 
interracial couple. This upset many people 
throughout the county who could not believe 
this type of discrimination still exists today.
 In 1967, Mildred and Richard Loving 
married in Washington, DC. They were 
arrested and jailed when they returned 
to their home to virginia under the anti-
miscegenation law, which prohibited 
interracial marriages. Mildred and Richard’s 
case eventually ended up in an appeal 
to the u.S. Supreme Court. Loving v. 

virginia resulted in ruling, which affirmed 
that the anti-miscegenation laws were 
unconstitutional.
 Chief Justice earl Warren decided that 
marriage is an individual right protected by 
the 14th amendment and cannot be dictated 
by individual states. And yet many people 
right here in Maryland can attest to the fact 
that their marriage is still not given fair and 
equal treatment under the law.
 My wife and I recently traveled to 
vermont to obtain a marriage license. I can 
tell you that receiving that piece of paper, a 
legal declaration of our commitment, meant 
a lot to us both.
 When we returned to Maryland we may 
not have been met with sirens, but we were 
also an interracial couple who had traveled 
across state lines to obtain a license refused 
to us by our home state only to find that we 
would not be provided the same rights and 
responsibilities as our straight friends and 
family members when we returned.
 I know some people are uncomfortable 
about juxtaposing the Civil Rights 
movement with the current movement to 
advance lgbt equality, but when it comes 
to cases like Beth Humphrey and Terence 
McKay, Mildred and Richard Loving and 
the hundreds of couples across Maryland 

who are currently being denied equal 
protections, it begs some comparison.
 Forty years after the historic victory in 
Loving v. Virginia, Mildred Loving said, “We 
didn’t get married in Washington because 
we wanted to marry there. We did it there 
because the government wouldn’t allow us 
to marry back home in virginia where we 
grew up, where we met, where we fell in 
love, and where we wanted to be together 
and build our family. You see, I am a woman 
of color and Richard was white, and at that 
time people believed it was okay to keep us 
from marrying because of their ideas of who 
should marry whom.”
 She went on to say, “I am proud that 
Richard’s and my name is on a court 
case that can help reinforce the love, the 
commitment, the fairness, and the family 
that so many people, black or white, young 
or old, gay or straight seek in life. I support 
the freedom to marry for all. That’s what 
Loving, and loving, are all about.”
 The right to marry the person that 
you love is such a basic right. It is one that 
we at equality Maryland are committed to 
fighting for. I hope that you will stand with 
us in that fight. Your donation will help 
support our efforts to not only achieve 
marriage equality, but also ensure that 
transgender Marylanders are provided 
protections in the workplace and throughout 
their lives. Please, make a donation 
TODAY online (https://secure.ga3.org/01/
memberdonation) or by sending a check 
to us at: 1201 Sharp Street, Suite 109, 
Baltimore, MD, 21230.
 Together, we can make real changes 
that will ensure that we are all treated with 
dignity and respect!

Sincerely,
—Morgan Meneses-Sheets
executive Director

P.S. We are working hard to enact 
legislation in Maryland to not only provide 
equal marriage protections, but also to 
protect transgender Marylanders from 
discrimination in employment, housing, 
and public accommodations. With such 
important work ahead of us, we need your 
help!

For more info, visit equalitymaryland.org.

Morgan Meneses-Sheets

“The right to marry the 
person that you love is such 
a basic right. It is one that 
we at Equality Maryland are 
committed to fighting for. “
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passings

NORMAN 
THOMAS
August 28, 1942 to 
October 25th, 2008

IN FOND MEMORY OF OUR 
JOYFUL FRIEND

. . . . .

i DreAM’D in A DreAM

I dream’d in a dream I saw a city
Invincible to the attacks of the whole 

of the rest of the earth.

I dream’d that was the city of new 
Friends,

Nothing was greater there than the 
quality of robust love,

It led the rest.

It was seen every hour in the 
actions of

the men of that city,
and in all their looks and words.

Walt Whitman

PETER 
MICHAEL 
YAGjIAN

. . . . .
 

Restaurateur Peter Michael Yagjian 
died October 26 at his Fells Point 
home at the age of 64. He was the 
owner of the Charles Street estab-
lishment Mount vernon Stable and 
Saloon.
 The restaurant, which was 
noted for its baby back ribs and su-
perb lunches, was a popular eating 
place for many in the lgbt commu-
nity. He employed many gays in the 
restaurant.
 “Peter was a good friend of the 
lgbt community,” said OUTloud co-
publisher Jim Williams. “I recall that 
when I was executive Director of 
Moveable Feast that he was the top 
contributor for Dining Out for Life. He 
will be missed.”

 Peter Michael Yagjian is survived 
by his wife, daughter, son, grandson 
and sister.

thinking outloud

Bernice King: Bridge Builder 
or Divisive Demagogue
“I know deep down 
in my sanctified soul 
that he [Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.] did 
not take a bullet for 
same-sex marriage,” 
declared Rev. Ber-
nice King, a daugh-
ter of the late human 
rights martyr, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, 
Jr. She has now as-
cended to one of the 
highest positions in 
the civil rights hier-
archy. On Friday, 
October 30, she was selected to head the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC).
 The group, founded in part by her late 
father, was a pioneer organization in the civil 
rights movements of the 1960’s. Headed by 
Dr. King, SCLC was known for its bold ac-
tion in confronting prejudice and battling le-
gal segregation throughout the South. With 
the death of Dr. King, the organization floun-
dered in its mission. Without clear direction, 
it has stumbled in recent years. Insiders be-
lieve that the group will get a shot in the arm 

with Rev. Bernice King at the helm.
 She will be the first woman to hold the 
group’s top position, which is nothing to 
sneeze at in the male dominated world of 
the Black civil rights leadership. However, 
her positions on marriage equality and same 
gender loving people are less than Christian. 
She is a staunch opponent of marriage for 
same gender loving couples. She has sup-
ported demonstrations against lgbt mar-
riage rights and families. Can she really 
build bridges with such a divisive record of 
accomplishment?
 Does SCLC need a Rev. Bernice King? 
On the other hand, does SCLC needs true 
progressive leadership to usher in the era of 
Obama? Rev.
 King represents a dying breed of right 
wing intolerant leadership in the Black com-
munity. As we move further into the Obama 
era, an era marked by cooperation, partner-

ship and congeniality, her leadership posture 
takes us back to the days of fire and brim-
stone, scare ‘em into submission leadership.
 Rev. King says that she wants to bring 
fresh, young voices to the table of SCLC. 
How can she do this with past messages of 
intolerance and prejudice? She says that she 
wants young leadership to collaborate with 
civil rights community elders. However, is 
she really prepared to build that bridge when 
she has a record of burning bridges with hat-
ed filled vitriol? Time will tell if this leadership 
change will help or hurt SCLC.

 However, we 
should note that 
some would laud her 
selection as one of 

progress while continuing the legacy of her 
father. Others will privately voice their con-
cern that her voice is not the compassionate 
echoing of her beloved father. Instead, they 
are a right wing rhetorical dagger in the side 
of a community desperately looking for com-
petent, progressive leadership.
 The time has come for progressive Black 
leadership to move to the forefront. The 21st 
century calls for forward thinking and cre-
ative Black leadership to meet the profound 
challenges faced by the African American 
community. Those leaders, who are willing to 
put aside dogma and rhetoric to address the 
human needs of their constituencies, are the 
ones who will be able to effectively and cat-
egorical meet the needs of the people now 
and in the future.
 Rev. King’s past statements show that 
she may still living in the world of posturing 
over principle, politics over people. 

/ By rev. Mother MereDith i. Moise, nspsA /

“Her positions on marriage equality and same 
gender loving people are less than Christian.”
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lively arts // on tHe sCReen

A Christmas Carol
/ By chUcK DUncAn / 

cast: Jim Carrey; Gary Oldman; Robin Wright Penn; Colin 
Firth; Cary elwes
Director: Robert Zemeckis
 ebenezer Scrooge (Carrey) begins the Christmas holi-
day with his usual miserly contempt, barking at his faithful 
clerk (Oldman) and his cheery nephew (Firth). But when the 
ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and Yet to Come take him 
on an eye-opening journey revealing truths Old Scrooge is 
reluctant to face, he must open his heart to undo years of ill 
will before it’s too late.
 A Christmas Carol certainly seems to be a “tale as old 
as time” to borrow from another Disney movie, and it’s been 
made and remade and re-imagined more times than anyone 
can count, practically since the birth of cinema (1938 is the 
earliest instance I could find), and the various versions have 
featured everyone from Bill Murray to George C. Scott to The 
Flintstones and The Muppets telling the familiar story of the 
miserly Scrooge. So what can yet another filmed version of 
the story bring to the table? Actually, there isn’t much new 
here. Writer/director Zemeckis stays pretty faithful to the 
source and seems to also draw a lot of inspiration from my 
favorite version from 1951, which starred Alastair Sim.
 So with all of these movies and Tv specials (and let’s 
not forget the source material by Charles Dickens), why 
make another pretty straightforward take on the age-old 
story? For starters, Zemeckis is once again using his motion 
capture technology to replace the live actors with computer 
animated characters, giving them a more artistic, surreal ren-
dering than actual humans would look. Zemeckis pioneered 
this technology with his other holiday film The Polar Express, 
but many who saw the film felt that the characters were life-
less with eerie, dead looking eyes (they were pretty creepy).
 Zemeckis stepped up his game and employed some ad-
vanced technology with his retelling of Beowulf and added 
3D to boot. The technology has definitely improved yet again 

with this film (the eyes aren’t as dead looking as they used 
to be), but I still have some issues with the way some of the 
characters look and move.
 I feel that Zemeckis is striving to achieve some sort of 
photo-realism yet he still wants to keep the characters looking 
as if they are paintings come to life. Sometimes they remind 
me of the animatronic presidents you see at Disney World and 
sometimes they do seem like actual people. But the uneasy 
blending of the two is sometimes distracting from the story 
itself. The artistry of the scenery, the city and landscapes and 
all of the interiors is beautifully rendered, however.
 Zemeckis also uses Disney’s Digital 3D technology to 
amp up the visuals as well, and the effect is breathtaking but 
also not really necessary to enjoy the film on its own terms. 
using the motion capture method of filming the actors also 
allows many of them to play multiple characters without hav-
ing to get into elaborate make-ups and costumes.
 Carrey not only plays Scrooge, but the three spirits that 
visit him as well as Scrooge at different ages. Carrey does a 
masterful job with all of his roles (much like Tom Hanks did in 
The Polar Express), reining in a lot of his “Carrey-isms” and 
making Scrooge a “real” old man. He gets to loosen up a bit 
as the Ghost of Christmas Present, but I really loved his take 
on the Ghost of Christmas Past with his whispery, Irish lilt and 

rarely do you see Jim Carrey 
in any of his characters.
 Gary Oldman and Co-
lin Firth, on the other hand, 
are much more obvious as 

Zemeckis uses Disney’s Digital 3D technology to amp up 
the visuals, and the effect is breathtaking but also not 
really necessary to enjoy the film on its own terms.

their main characters of Bob Cratchit and nephew Fred, re-
spectively, but Oldman also plays the ghost of Jacob Marley 
and Tiny Tim as well, and you’d never know it.
 I really like that Zemeckis has kept a lot of the dialogue 
from the book and very nearly managed to keep it all to the 
letter. He does indulge in some flights of fantasy that are 
obvious concessions to draw in a younger crowd, but many 
adults may be wondering why Scrooge is shrunken down to 
the size of a mouse by the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come 
and then hit in the nuts with a row of icicles. I doubt Dickens 
had any such situations in mind for his Scrooge. That be-
ing said, this version of A Christmas Carol really isn’t for the 
younger set. The film’s imagery is quite dark at times and 
sometimes frightening, so I think anyone taking small chil-
dren thinking this is going to be similar to Mickey’s Christmas 
Carol should think twice.
 As far as movies based on A Christmas Carol go, I will 
always recommend the 1951 version, then Scrooged (Bill 
Murray), and A Muppet Christmas Carol as three of the best. 
But this new animated, 3D extravaganza really has a lot go-
ing for it and could become another holiday perennial.
 The characters may look a little creepy in the begin-
ning, but you get used to that. The rest of the artistic detail 
is absolutely stunning, the camera work is always interesting 
and Zemeckis stays true to the tone of Dickens’ original. I 
was ultimately charmed by it all. This Christmas Carol is no 
humbug!

 Rated PG for scary sequences and images.

What’s going on?
You tell us!

   Events Calendar
the

Tell Baltimore OUTloud about upcoming LGBT events!
Email event submissions to: calendar @baltimoreoutloud.com

You give us info, 
We spread the word.{ }
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lively arts // dRag nation

/ By sAM KUnz /
Recently I had the pleasure of sitting down with one of Balti-
more’s funniest and most innovative drag queens of all time. 
She has entertained thousands and helped twice as many. 
Her many charitable works makes her one of the hardest 
workin’ Queens in the biz. Ladies and gentlemen,”PuT YeR 
HAND’S TO-GATHeR!” The one, the only, Ms. shawnna 
Alexander!

sam Kunz: thank you for meeting me for a cocktail or 
four shawnna. you are absolutely one of my favorite 
drag queens working today and when i was asked to 
write about the drag world, your name was the first i 
thought of. Let me get started by asking you, how you 
got your start in Drag?
shawnna Alexander: Growing up I was the ugliest kid in the 
family, so for attention, I would do comedy. I never knew my 
mother, so I stayed with my father’s family and they raised 
me. each and every one of my cousins was gorgeous and I 
was the ugly duckling, so a girl has to find some love some 
kind of way. It was just a hobby at first, until I had to rely on it 
to pay my bills. Strangely, until 4 or 5 years ago, this is how I 
made my living. Oh child, that was back in 1979!

sK: And how did you come by your name shawnna Al-
exander?
sA: Crazy...My boy cousin, his name was Tony. Tony had 
this fascinating girlfriend; she was everything I wanted to 
be. She was real feminine, but yet masculine. She had a 
real aura about her; she was who I wanted to be. So I took 
her name.

sK: i’ve known you for many years and i know and have 
seen how generous you can be with your time and ef-
fort, could you just tell our readers a little bit about your 
many charitable endeavors? i think that you have taken 
drag to a new level with how generous you have been 
with your many benefits and events.

Drag nation–
First edition

sA: I am well past over 2,000 benefits, I’ve done everything 
from AIDS Action Baltimore, to pediatric AIDS, to homeless-
ness, there’s been so many I can’t name. By lending my 
time, talent and support and getting others that enjoy doing 
what I do, I hope to get others to follow me.

sK: to all the young people out there who were like you 
and dream of being a great drag queen like yourself, 
what would be your advice?
sA: One, Is that, I hope he will be as fortunate as I was. If 
not, I would ask him to probably seek someone older in that 
profession and even though you may not like it, at least hear 
them out. Someone that is in this era have it so much better 
than I did in my time, because now you can go online and 
learn about this and where places are if you are confused. 
We didn’t have that. A lot of us didn’t even know what a gay 
paper was or what a pride parade was. It was unspoken of, 
and if we stumbled upon it, that’s how I found out about it. 
With me, strangely, as a little boy. ohhh! maybe I should 
say as a boyish girl..I had 3 dreams. Thinking about it now, 
I was around 9 or 10, I knew I wanted to be a woman, live 
as a woman and live my life on stage as a woman, and I am 
getting to do all that.

sK: certainly in the years since you’ve started drag, 
the art form has evolved and changed. Do you think it’s 
changed for the good or the bad?

sA: Well, from drag when I started back then, when you 
were lucky enough to get into a drag family, it was better 
than having an actual family. Whatever you went through, 
they were there for you. Whenever they saw you f****** up, 
they would slap the shit outta you! That’s how serious they 
were about drag.
 For example, when you had a drag mother. There was 
no such thing as being able to change your parent. (Meaning 
your drag mother) how does that differ from today? Today, 
it’s just about jumping in a dress, doing a lip synch. It’s far 
and few between in drag families that they care. Back then, it 
wasn’t about cutting down each other, I have been fortunate 
to grab a couple of drag entertainers and at least attempt 
to show them the kind of drag family I came from. Some of 
them, took what I gave them and ran with it, others ignored 
it, and to me, that was my part in trying to give back.

sK: shawnna, i want to thank you for taking the time 
to talk to me and letting me introduce you to those in 
Baltimore who don’t know the undisputed Queen of 
comedy, i’m going to let you have something i don’t al-
low many to have, the final word. so if you had to sum 
yourself up and let people know who you are and what 
you are about, what would you say?
sA: I want them to know, that some people may have thought 
I was doing what I was doing for the glamour and notoriety. 
Actually my goal, is each time I come out on stage, is to 
catch one part of a face, a smile. That is why I do comedy. 
If you were to ask me what was one of my most memorable 
moments as a performer, years ago, I was invited down to 
Charleston, Wv. I went down there for a male entertainer. I 
was helping him out with his talent.
 Just so happens they found out that I was an entertain-
er in Baltimore, so they had me perform also, next to the last 
night. There was this blonde white woman, she had tears in 
her eyes, her friend was with her. She said, “Oh my God, I 
wanna thank you so much, I wanna thank you for being so 
funny, you made me laugh so hard.”
 But then her best friend made her tell me why she said 
that. Her husband used to abuse her. So her best friend 
made her come out of the house, made her come see the 
funny lady from the city (Shawnna). She saw everyone else 
tipping me. She didn’t have enough money to tip me, so 
she tipped me a food stamp. An ACTuAL food stamp. Sam, 
when I tell you, I had tears down my face, Wow, I couldn’t 
explain what that did to me, apparently she had gone to her 
best friend for help. So her friend made her came out, I still 
think about that to this day, and thank you Sam.
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lively arts // on tHe stage

/ By Ben ryLAnD / 
Beau Hutchings has been on the road for two seasons in 
the ensemble of THE WIZARD OF OZ which makes a stop 
at the Lyric Theatre November 13th-15th. I recently spoke to 
him during their engagement in nearby Hershey, PA about 
the show and life on the road.
 Being only 23 and OZ being his first professional tour 
[now in its 2nd year] he was still very exciting about perform-
ing in this show. Beau is a graduate from Western Michigan 
College and after getting his degree in musical theatre he 
naturally headed to New York to find a show. His wait was 
only 2 weeks. Hired by Networks Tours (headquartered in 
Columbia, MD), he immediately hit the yellow brick road.
 “The Wizard of Oz is a complete spectacle, a spectacu-
lar big musical and there is a lot of fantasy elements and big 
sets, colorful costumes and special effects including flying. 
Geared towards kids and adults, it’s just a good fun time at 
the theatre. The same classic story as the movie of Dorothy 
and friends but with a few new elements for a live theatre 
audience.” Beau is a great ‘press agent’ for his tour.
 The script was written by the Royal Shakespeare Com-
pany in London and was staged at Madison Square Garden 
more than 10 years ago in their upstairs theatre, which holds 
almost 6,000 people. Roseanne starred as the witch, and it 
was a huge smash. It has been staged in tours ever since. 
Beau explained, “It’s the same version pretty much but with 
new things that will surprise the audience. We have about 22 
in the cast so it’s large for a touring show.”
 Asking him about a scene that I’ve heard about that he 
performs that stops the show nightly seemed to slightly em-
barrass him. “It’s probably my favorite scene to perform in. 
It’s the scene where Dorothy meets the Scarecrow with the 
‘If I Only Had a Brain’ song. There is like 3 backup singers, 3 
dancing crows and is kind of wacky….”
 But I don’t want to give anything away so you will have 
to go see Beau and company perform it. He continued, “It’s 
fun and we sing backup for the scarecrow and it’s really 
goofy. The audiences really dig it.”
 Hutchings plays several characters- a crow, a dancing 
poppy, an Ozian, and a jitterbug. But I asked, no munchkin? 
“No, there have 6 shorter members of the ensemble and 6 
taller.” So you must be tall? “Yes, about 6 feet, I’m too tall,” 
which takes care of him not having to play a munchkin.
 Is there any city on the tour that you really liked? “We 
haven’t been to big, big cities yet, Hershey is one of the more 
well known.” [I reminded him that they did play DC last year 
and the classic Dupont Theatre just up I-95 in Wilmington.] 
“The Dupont is beautiful; it was a really nice place to play. 
We were in Worchester Mass. and heading to Peoria next 
week before Baltimore. It’s always nice to play a lot of differ-
ent places, this is a great way to see the country; we cover 
so much ground.”
 He explained that he is single [and gay].
 “I like touring. I kind of struggled with the decision to 

WizArD oF oz Actor Looks 
Forward to Baltimore

leave New York after I had just gotten there and had planned 
on moving to for years. But I couldn’t pass up the opportunity 
to tour, to do a show like this, and I am really glad I did.”
 Beau grew up in Marshall, Michigan. He misses family 
and friends but they have been very supportive of his desire 
to perform and tour. But is obvious that this is what he wants 
to do right now and the best time to do it being single.
 Any mishaps on stage during the show or strange the-
atres? “every theatre is different because they have differ-
ent size stages. Our show is so huge sometimes we have to 
fit it into the house but it doesn’t affect the show. Hershey is 
a big beautiful house and we use the full show. It’s cool.
 “People in Baltimore need to order tickets now because 
our weekends fill up very quickly and this show sells very well. 
everybody loves The Wizard of Oz. People will have a lot of 
fun and they should come for an enjoyable night at the the-
atre. Times are rough; it’s a good way to go and escape and 
realize that there is positive energy to be had. I love it.” 

Ben Ryland’s website: www.stagesbaltimore.wordpress.com

Beau Hutchings

Baltimore
baltimore eagle
2022 North Charles Street
443-524-3333
www.baltimore-eagle.com

blue parrot
5860 Belair Rd
410-254-3785
www.blueparrotbar.com

club 1722
1722 North Charles Street 
410-727-7431
www.club1722.com

club bunns
608 W. Lexington St.
410-234-2866

club phoenix
1 W Biddle Street,
410-837-3906

club gypsie’s
4020 e. Lombard St.
410-327-3966

drinkery
203-207 W Read St.
410-225-3100

the gallery
1735 Maryland Ave.
410-539-6965

hippo
1 West eager St.
410-576-0018
www.clubhippo.com

grand central
1001-1003 N. Charles St
410-752-7133
www.centralstationpub.com

Jays on read
225 W. Read Street
410-225-0188

leon’s
870 Park Ave
410-539-4993
leonsbaltimore.tripod.com/
index.html

port in a storm
4330 e. Lombard St
410-563-0465
www.myspace.com/
atportinastorm

the Quest
3607 Fleet St.
410-563-2617
www.questbarbalt.com

the rowan tree
1633 S. Charles Street
410-468-0550
www.therowantree.net

pw’s sports bar & grill
9855 Washington Blvd. N. Suite N
Laurel, MD 20723
301) 498-4840
www.pwsplace.com

Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania
the brownstone
412 Forster St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)234-7009
brownstonelounge.com/

stallions 
706 N 3rd St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)232-3060
www.stallionsclub.com 

704 strawberry cafe 
704 N 3rd St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)234-4228

neptune lounge 
268 North St
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)233-3078

liQuid 891 inc 
891 eisenhower Blvd
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania
(717)939-3590
www.liquid891.com

York, Pa.
club xs 
36 W 11th Ave
York, Pennsylvania
(717)846-6969
www.clubxsyork.com

BranD

neW!
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Baltimore
the stoop storytelling series
Now—Dec 14
CeNTeRSTAGe
410.332.0033
www.centerstage.org

the clean house
Nov.6 - Dec.6
Fells Point Corner Theatre
410.276.7634 | www.fpct.org

the prevalence of mrs. seal
Now - Nov 15
Drop Three
Sketch Comedy & Improv
November 8 at 7pm
SPOTLIGHTeRS
410.752.1225
www.spotlighters.org

the mechanical
Songspiel
Nov. 6 - 14
Theatre Project
410-752-8558
www.theatreproject.org

the mystery of irma vep
Nov. 11 – Dec. 13
eveRYMAN THeATRe
410.752.2208
www.everymantheatre.org

bill cosby
Nov.7
Mamma Mia
Nov. 24-29
Hippodrome Theatre
410-837-7400
www.france-merrickpac.com

the wizard of oz
Nov. 13- 15
The Lyric
410-547-SeAT
www.lyricoperahouse.com

abba tribute
Nov. 27-29
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra
410-783-8000
www.bsomusic.org.

sylvia
Now - Nov. 7,
The Bay Theatre Company
410-268-1333
www.baytheatre.org

the violet hour 
Now - Nov 14
Colonial Players
410.268.7373
www.cplayers.com

the fantasticks
Nov. 20 - Jan. 10
Arena Player’s
410-728-6500
www.arenastage.org

christmas bells
Now - -Nov. 22
vagabond Players
410-563-9135
www.vagabondplayers.org

o’carolan’s farewell to music 
~ patrick ball
Studio 194 Theatre
November 12
Chesapeake Arts Center
410.636.6597
www.chesapeakearts.org

charlotte’s web
Now - Nov. 22
Laurel Mill Playhouse
301-617-9906
www.laurelmillplayhouse.org

brigadoon
Nov. 6 thru Dec. 5
2nd Star Productions
(410) 757-5700
www.2ndstarproductions.com

the taffetas
Now-Nov 8
Dundalk Community Theatre
443.840.ARTS(2787)
www.ccbcmd.edu/performingarts/dct.html

little shop of horrors
November 6 - 28
Greenbelt Arts Center
301-441-8770.
www.greenbeltartscenter.org

DC THEATRE
full circle
Now – Nov. 29
WOOLLY MAMMOTH THeATRe 
COMPANY
202-393-3939 | www.woollymammoth.net

the alchemist
Nov. - Nov 22
Lansburgh Theatre
Shakespeare Theatre Company
202.547.1122
www.shakespearetheatre.org

lost in yonkers
Now - Nov. 29
THeATeR J
(202) 518-9400.
www.washingtondcjcc.org

angels in america
Now - Nov.22
H Street Playhouse
Forum Theatre
 202-544-0703 | www.forumtheatredc.org

show boat
Nov. 10 – Jan. 17
Signature Theatre’s
703- 820-9771 | www.sig-online.org

DINNER 
THEATRE
all shook up
NOW - Nov. 15
Lorenzo’s Timonium Dinner Theatre.
410-560-1113
www.timoniumdinnertheatre.com

oklahoma
Nov -Dec.
OReGON RIDGe DINNeR THeATRe
410-771-8427
www.baltimoreactorstheatre.org

aida
Now  – Nov. 12
Toby’s  Baltimore 

sweeney todd
Now - Nov. 8
Toby’s Columbia
410-649-1660
www.tobysdinnertheatre.com

medieval times
Dinner and Tournament
1-888-We-JOuST (1-888-935-6878)
www.medievaltimes.com

smoke on the mountain
Now – Nov. 29th
Lazy Susan Dinner Theatre
(703) 550-7384
www.lazysusan.com

the producers
Now  - November 7
ANOTHeR RADIO CHRISTMAS
Nov. 20 – Jan. 9
Way Off Broadway Dinner TheatreOff 
Broadway Dinner T
(301) 662-6600.
www.wayoffbroadway.com

Joseph and the amazing 
technicolor dreamcoat
NOW- Nov.22
Riverside Dinner Theatre
(540) 370-4300
www.rsdinnertheater.com

peace, love & my mother-in 
-law
Nov. 10-Dec 29
Rainbow Dinner Theatre
 717.687.4300
www.rainbowdinnertheatre.com

smoke on the mountain
Now - Nov. 7
HOLLY, JOLLY CHRISTMAS
Nov.12- Dec. 23
The Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre
717-898-1900.
www.dutchapple.com

the blair mansion inn
Mansion Mysteries
301.588.1688
www.blairmansion.com

CHILDREN 
THEATRE
disney’s the Jungle book
Nov.22 – Dec.22
The Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre
717-898-1900 | www.dutchapple.com

mr. willowby’s christmas tree
Nov. 14 - Jan. 9
Way Off Broadway Dinner Theatre
(301) 662-6600.
www.wayoffbroadway.com

go, dog. go!
Now - Nov. 8
Adventure Theatre
301- 634-2270
www.adventuretheatre.org

disney’s mulan
Nov. 25 – Jan. 10
In The Lerner Family Theatre
Imagination Stage
301.280.1660
www.imaginationstage.org

sleeping beauty 
December 5, 6, 12, 13, 20
Pumpkin Theatre
410-828-1814 | www.pumpkintheatre.com

miss nelson is missing
Recommended for Pre-Kindergarten and 
Lower elementary School.
Oct 27-Dec. 18
Columbia Center for Theatrical Arts, Inc
410-381-0700
www.cctarts.com

TickeTs make a greaT gifT!

WWW. .COMCall 410.547.seat

January 21

Opera
with an
attitude!

november 13-15

NETworks Presents

wizardofozontour.com

“tOtally Captivating!”
— the Daily express

This Week!

www.theoperashow.Com

Call Audience Services 410-900-1150 
Tickets available at The Lyric Box Office (M-F 10a-5p)

G E T  Y O U R  T I C K E T S  N O W !
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with

Tom Hall, Music Director

Christmas For Kids
Saturday, December 19, 2009 at 11 am 

Kraushaar Auditorium  Goucher College 

This fun-filled holiday program features an all-new show 
with the ever-popular Ronnie the Reindeer and a visit 
from Santa! Tickets: $15 (adults)  $10 (children 16 and under)

Sing-Along Messiah
Friday, December 18, 2009 at 7:30 pm 

Kraushaar Auditorium  Goucher College 

Tom Hall leads the Chorus, Orchestra and audience 
in the magnificent choruses from Handel’s Messiah.

Musical scores will be on sale in the lobby. Tickets: $25 

Call 410-523-7070 or visit www.BaltimoreChoralArts.org
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Visit your Community at FederalHillOnline.net,
your free Community Interactive Website

RON ZIMMERMAN REALTORS
&  ASSOCIATES

®

Your Independent Realtor
Selected by Fox 45 As Your

Premier Realtor For
Federal Hill and
Canton Making

Ron Zimmerman & Associates
Your Realtor Servicing

Baltimore’s Inner Harbor
Communities for 30 Years

Your #1 One
Marketing Expert

1234 LIGHT STREET ~ BALTIMORE, MD 21230
410-752-1050 ~  www.rzonline.com

YOUR INDEPENDENT REALTOR
THE FAMILY OWNED INDEPENDENT
REALTOR FOR TWO GENERATIONS

RZR
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real estate 
today
WAYNe CuRTIS

If you’ve been confused by the various sta-
tistics that have been released in the last few 
weeks, you’re not alone. Yes, home prices 
were up in August. But, existing home sales 
volume was down in September. These vari-
ous indexes and figures take weeks to cal-
culate and then release to the public, so you 
have to pay attention to the time frame each 
one covers.
 It’s obvious from these conflicting re-
ports that the housing market is still in some 
disarray. Most real estate and mortgage 
professionals I’m acquainted with have had 
a disappointing autumn, at least as far as 
first-time homebuyers are concerned. When 
Labor Day had passed, we all felt that the 
Fall Market would bring a crush of new buy-
ers who would be eagerly cramming our 
hallways to get a look at homes so that they 
could settle in time to qualify for the govern-
ment’s tax credit. And in the first two weeks 
of September it started out that way.
 And then something happened. No 
one is sure exactly why, but the enthusi-
asm waned. Interested buyers decided to 
postpone their search or just disappeared 
altogether. Then in October the statistics 
— which always lag the event — started 
to shed some light: consumer confidence 
was starting to drop again. What was the 
reason?

 The economy was continuing to shed 
jobs in numbers that, although declining, 
were still worrisome. But that had been the 
case throughout the summer, when the num-
bers were much bigger, and the buyers were 
out in force then.
 September was colder and wetter than 
normal, and put everyone in a wintertime 
huddled pose on the street. But would chilly 
days be enough to keep interested people 
from getting money back from uncle Sam?
 Controversy erupted over whether or 
not the tax credit would be extended into 
next year, or even broadened. But would 
that cause people to postpone, or to hurry 
up and make sure they got theirs — just in 
case it went away completely?
 Or, was it something even more person-
al? Was it the fear that began to seep into 
people’s minds as epidemic reports started 
to fill the news, and more untimely swine flu 
deaths caught the attention of the media? 
Certainly, most first-time homebuyers are 
going to be in the age group that has been 
identified as the most susceptible to this par-
ticular flu bug.
 It’s unlikely that we will ever have really 
clear data, and what you’ll hear people pro-
claim will really be their own opinion. As for 
me, I’m putting my money on the pigs. 

Wayne Curtis has been a licensed real es-
tate agent since 1998. His website, www.
charmcityrealestate.com, is a resource for 
further real estate research, including FAQs, 
podcasts, blog entries and much more. If you 
have questions you’d like to see this column 
answer, please write him at charmcityreales-
tate@verizon.net
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sam  
unfiltered
BY SAM KuNZ

Oh darlings, I am going to have to issue a 
big fat Mea Culpa after this issue. Let’s just 
jump right into it. Item! Which Baltimore leg-
end did I see passed out in the dumpster af-
ter the Ms. Hippo Pageant?
 There she was, covered in unused jello 
shots and a strategically placed whipped 
cream can. Girl, all she needed were two 
midgets and a riding crop before they could 
cue the Bow chicka wow wow music. Its ok, 
she’s got game, she got up and finished 
4th in the high heel race the next morning. 
Girlfriend didn’t even bother to pull the old 
shrimp that eddies, next door had thrown 
away out of her hair before leaping into the 
race. No, I kid, she didn’t have shrimp in her 
hair; anyone who’s been in eddie’s knows 
they never throw ANYTHING away.
 Ran into my old friends Dan and 
george at the Pageant, It’s nice to see old 
friends. One is going to be a pilot and the 
other one just goes down in cockpits. Ohhh, 
where is my martini shaker? Oh, they know 
I love them. So I was told by a very near and 
dear friend of mine that reading my column 
keeps her regular and flowing. Well, that’s 
one thing you can count on Sam Unfiltered 
for, Gossip and keeping Drag Queens regu-
lar since 2009! Just don’t wait till you can’t 
step up a curb for fear of losing it girl. She 
knows what I’m talking about.
 Oh! What former twink who thinks he’s 
still a twink didn’t know that blind people 
use Braille and deaf people don’t need the 
little bumps to read? Well, on this one I was 
sworn to secrecy. Nope, I promised I would 
never reveal my source! But then again, I 
think that is the MARK of a gossip columnist. 
Yes, the MARK of any good writer is to be 
able to keep a source contained. MARK. Oh, 
I just saw the new Adam Lambert CD cover 
art. I haven’t seen an airbrush job that obvi-
ous since the picture of Lee Harvey Oswald 
holding the gun and newspaper in 1963. 
Girlfriend, it’s make up. Not Sherman-Wil-
liams. MmmHmm, Girlfriend looks like she 
belongs on a 1980’s Carnival Prize Mirror.

 Oh I did see a Z list Celebrity at Ms. 
Hippo 2009, but her show was long ago, her 
catchphrase is uber-annoying and well, any-
ways that’s how forgettable she is. What was 
I just talking about? Oh yeah how forgettable 
Chri....zzzzzzzzz  Whoops, just fell asleep in 
my martini. Well, some call it blacking out, I 
call it an alcohol induced time warp.

 And who was Jasmine Diamond 
locked the bathroom with at club Mixers? I 
won’t say who, tiA, but I got word from one 
of the queens who couldn’t wait to get her 
panties down because girlfriend had some-
thing honking for the right of way!
 Speaking on the Internet and good 
ideas gone wrong, my friend Mark had him-
self a little Internet date. It’s nice to know 
you really can order anything and every-
thing off the Internet. But no, his date steve 
turned out to be very nice and sweet, even 
if he does like Mark...MmmmHmmmm....He 
knows what I’m talking about!
 Also stopped by Leon’s and the Drink-
ery for a few the other night. Whew people, 
I’m taking the express train to hell by way of 
95 and Charles Street nightly. I love any bar 
where you can eat, drink and watch the little 
twinks be Mary.
 Happy Halloween! We finally didn’t get 
out of six Flags until well past minute dar-
lings, it cut into my precious drinking time! 
Though we did get that little Back To The 
Future time warp where two became one. I 
was waiting for Michael J. Fox to make me 
some Wake up Juice. If you don’t get the ref-
erence, the letters of the evening will be F 
and u. Love you mean it!
 But it was nice to see all the little Knob 
Goblins running around with their trick or 
treat bags full of Lube and Condoms (Re-
member, play safe!). I wonder who tested 
their treats for safety? After driving through 
the vern’ and Fells Point I am afraid I have 
to dub the MOST unoriginal costume of the 
night the couples going as Jon and Kate 
(Which Kate could easily be confused with 
Barry Manilow with that hair) and the Oc-
tomom. Whew, where did all the original 
queens in Baltimore go darlings?
 e-mail me with gossip or tips always, 
samunfiltered@yahoo.com.  Anyhoo, til next 
time, blue skies are gonna clear up! Sit on a 
happy face! 

What’s going on?
You tell us!

Events Calendar

the

Tell Baltimore OUTloud about upcoming LGBT events!
Email event submissions to: 
calendar @baltimoreoutloud.com

You give us info, We spread the word.{ }
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single 
black sheep
JOSH ATeROvIS

Magnetic relationships 
- opposites Attract
As you may or may not have noticed, at the 
end of every column I have a little notice in-
viting people to write me with questions or 
stories about dating and relationships. A few 
of you have done so over the last several 
months, and I’ll be sprinkling those in now 
and then. Here’s our first letter.

Dear Single Black Sheep,
I am a 28-year-old gay male who is not pro-
miscuous.  I have been in one past relation-
ship that lasted for four years.  I have cur-
rently been single for the past five years.  I 
have gone on many dates, but have not found 
anyone I really connected with, whether it be 
on their end or on mine.  
 I recently met a 37 year old man who I 
have fallen head-over-heels for but there is 
one hang up — he is HIV positive.  I have 
always said that I didn’t think I could date 
someone who was positive, but now I am 
seriously considering it.  I have done a ton 
of research and even went to speak to a 
therapist.  I am just at a loss!  I don’t know 
what to do.  I am so afraid to love someone 
who might be sick and even worse die.  He 
is already older than me, and I couldn’t bear 
losing him.  Any advice would be much ap-
preciated.  I just don’t know how to make up 
my mind to either continue it or to move on.  
Any advice on how to make that decision?
Thanks,
J

 The simple answer is love comes along 
so rarely, if you truly love each other, you’ll 
find a way to make it work. I know that’s overly 
simplistic, however. As you mentioned, there 
are so many complications involved. I’ve ac-
tually done a lot of research on positive/neg-
ative relationships (sometimes called mag-
netic relationships, but technically known as 
“discordant couples”) because I once con-
sidered being in one. It didn’t work out in the 
end, but not because of the HIv. There are 
safe ways to be in a +/- relationship. It has 
its special challenges, but it can be done. I 
know of quite a few such relationships that 
are successful and happy.
 From a practical standpoint, one of 

the most common concerns is sex. People 
in magnetic relationships can still have 
healthy sex lives, you just need to practice 
some precautions. Some couples decide 
not to engage in higher risk sexual activi-
ties like anal and oral sex, but many others 
do so by using protection correctly. Studies 

have proven that the 
negative partners in 
magnetic couples 
that use protec-
tion every time stay 
negative. Having 

said that, even safer sex is not 100% protec-
tion so there is still some risk. It’s a decision 
each couple has to make for themselves.
 As you mention, another one of the 
most common fears is the idea of watching 
your partner get sick and possibly die. With 
the new treatments available today, many 
people with HIv are leading long, healthy 
lives, and scientists are always working 
hard on a cure. While we still don’t have that 
cure, there have been some exciting break-
throughs in the last few years that seem very 
promising.
 even with all our medical and scientific 
advancement, there is the chance (and per-
haps even likelihood) that you will at some 
point have to become the caretaker for your 
partner. You do need to be prepared for that 
possibility. Many people find they have un-
tapped reserves of strength in situations 
like that, and actually find it to be reward-
ing. Many have reported it brings the couple 
closer together.
 I think it’s important to note that we 
don’t have health guarantees in any rela-
tionship. You never know if your seemingly 
healthy partner could get cancer or some 
other debilitating or potentially lethal dis-
ease. Of course, knowing about a pre-exist-
ing condition makes the decision more dif-
ficult up front. Would you feel any different 
if he was fighting cancer? Or what if he had 
a genetic condition that could possibly leave 
him in a wheelchair or paralyzed down the 
road? Is the risk worth the potential happi-
ness? You’re the only one who can make 
that decision.
 Obviously, I can’t answer all your ques-
tions and concerns in a column, but there 
are many resources online. One excellent 
site is www.thebody.com. There are also 
support groups just for magnetic couples all 
over the country. Call your local AIDS hotline 
to locate ones in your area.
 It sounds like you’ve taken all the right 
steps, but you’re just scared. And it’s okay 
to be scared. No relationship is without risk, 
but you’re thinking about entering into one 
with more built in than usual. You just have 

-- continued on page 27
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leather 
line
RODNeY BuRGeR

It must be getting close to the holidays. My 
mailbox is starting to fill up with more and 
more solicitations from charities. I have al-
ready received many new ones this year. I 
have never even heard of half of these chari-
ties! I even got a telephone call recently 
asking if I wanted to donate some of my 
clothes to help the hungry. I told the lady 
that if they could fit in my clothes, they sure 
enough aren’t starving! Times are so hard 
that not even C.O.M.M.A.N.D. can afford a 
new dress!
 The good news is that several area 
events are coming up soon that will allow 
me to make donations to charities that I re-
ally care about- and to also have lots of fun 
doing it! In fact the holiday benefit season 
already got off to a good start thanks to Mr. 
Club XS Leather 2009 David Shover. On 
Saturday, October 24th it seemed as if half 
of Baltimore’s Leather Community made its’ 
way up I-83 to York, Pa for the “Studs and 
Stilettos Review” at Club XS. David was the 
emcee for the evening and Miss Club XS 
2009 Poison performed two crowd-pleasing 
numbers.
 There were female impersonators 
of all shapes and sizes and a hot cowboy 
singer, too. Plus, I had the thrill of doing a 
little stand-up comedy. Mr. Club XS Leather 
2008 C.J. Smith and Mid-Atlantic Leather-
SIR 2008 Andy Liu were great as the leather 
policemen working the C.O.M.M.A.N.D. jail 
cell. (C.J handcuffed me! I can now strike 
that fantasy off my to do list.)
 Baltimore’s own Fuzz Roark of the Spot-
lighters Theatre must have donated over half 
of the items for the silent auction. (Go see 
a show at the Spotlighters Theatre in Balti-
more. The shows are always great and they 
really support our community!)
 There were massages by Jim and Boot 
blacking by Mid-Atlantic Community Boot-
black 2008 Dave Spellman. Attendees even 
had a chance to have pictures taken on Da-
vid Shover’s beautiful motorcycle by Wade 
Keller of Shot In York Photography. All pro-
ceeds went to the elizabeth Glazer Pediat-
rics AIDS Foundation. Great job everyone! 
This was a really enjoyable evening. I had 
a ball. Hey just give me a few beers, a spot-
light, and a microphone!
 The Mr. Maryland Leather 2010 Con-
test presented by C.O.M.M.A.N.D., M.C. is 
up next on November 8th at the Club Hippo. 

Doors open at 1:00 p.m., and the contest 
starts at 2 p.m. Tickets at the door are $25 
and will benefit Brother Help Thyself. (The 
Meet & Greet Party is free and will be Friday, 
November 7th at the Club Phoenix) You will 
get all the details about the 20thAnnual Mr. 
Maryland Contest in the next Leather Line.
 I am also looking forward to the Mr. D.C. 
eagle 2010 Contest on November 21st at the 
D. C. eagle. I wouldn’t miss being there as 
my good friend John Harris steps down as 
Mr. D.C. eagle 2009 and the new Mr. D.C. 
eagle is selected.
 The Bucks, M.C. will present the 36th 
Annual Santa Saturday on November 28th 
at Paradise located at 101 Asbury Avenue in 
Asbury Park, N.J. Doors open at Noon and 
the silent auction and show run from 1:00 
p.m.- 6:00 p.m. A $15 donation at the door is 
requested.
 The Baltimore eagle will be the place 
to be on December 5th as the ShipMates 
of Baltimore present their annual Daddy 
Christmas Benefit: “Whose Your Daddy...
Christmas?” There will be a number of sur-
prise guests playing Santa this year. There 
will also be a silent auction, a flea market 
(Can you say porn?), as well as raffle for a 
large tub of cheer and cash prizes. If you 
have any leather related items, porn, etc 
that you would like to donate just bring them 
by the bar on December 6th or drop by the 
ShipMates’ Bar Night at the Baltimore ea-
gle on November 14th. This year’s Daddy 
Christmas is a benefit for the Johns Hopkins 
Pediatric AIDS unit.
 The ShipMates’ Daddy Christmas char-
ity is also one of the beneficiaries of this 
year’s 12 Days of Christmas Show at the Club 
Hippo on Saturday, December 12th. This is 
the 11th annual extravaganza presented by 
Hooker & Boys. (Rumor has it next year is 
the last one. Hooker says that the 12th one 
is it. Christmas only has 12 days!) Other ben-
eficiaries include CLAW Nation, BHT (with 
money going to AIDS Action Baltimore and 
GLCCB PRIDe, Inc.), and C.O.M.M.A.N.D.’s 
Green Baker Fund. The theme this year is 
“Hee Haw Heaven,” so look out. It is going 
to be a knee slapper as emcees Summer 
Clearance, Lauren Mitchell, and Baltimore’s 
Queen of Comedy Shawnna Alexander take 
the stage. Doors open a 1:00 p.m., and the 
show starts at 2:00 p.m. General admission 
is only $10 and you can reserve a table for 
four for just $50. (If you want a table contact 
HOOKeRNBOYS@Comcast.net or (410) 
366-5312. Don’t wait. This show always fills 
up fast! I have my table already.)
 It is getting close to the holidays. Let the 
fun and fundraising begin! 
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resources of the Justice Department avail-
able to them.”
 Locally the signing was met with cheers. 
“equality Maryland commends President 
Obama for signing the Matthew Shepard and 
James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act 
into law. This is a tremendous victory for the 
lgbt community,” equality Maryland execu-
tive Director Morgan Sheets told OUTloud. 
“Hate crimes differ from other crimes in that 
they target a whole community as opposed 
to just an individual victim. Hate crimes are 
intended to cause fear among an entire 
group of people leaving the victim and oth-
ers in their group feeling isolated, vulnerable 
and unprotected. This law sends a strong 
message and provides local law enforce-
ment agencies with the resources needed 
to investigate and prosecute these heinous 
crimes.”
 HRC’s Joe Solmonese also noted that 
“we will always remember the tireless efforts 
of Senator edward Kennedy on this issue. 
Senator Kennedy once said that this legisla-
tion sends ‘a message about freedom and 
equality that will resonate around the world.’ 
This marks the first time that we as a nation 
have explicitly protected the lgbt community 
in the law,” said Solmonese.
 The Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, 
Jr. Hate Crimes Prevention Act honors the 
memory of Matthew Shepard, a Wyoming 
college student brutally murdered in an act 
of hate violence in 1998, and James Byrd, 
an African-American man who was dragged 
to death in Jasper, Texas, in 1998.
 “We are incredibly grateful to Congress 
and the president for taking this step forward 
on behalf of hate crime victims and their fam-
ilies, especially given the continuing attacks 
on people simply for living their lives openly 
and honestly,” said Judy Shepard, executive 
director of the Matthew Shepard Foundation 
and who witrnessed the signing. “But each 
of us can and must do much more to ensure 
true equality for all Americans.”
 “We appreciate everyone who worked 
so hard on this bill. My son was taken at 
such an early age and we hope this law 
will help prevent other families from going 
through what we experienced,” said Stella 
Byrd, mother of James Byrd. “even though 
we’re different colors and different sexual 
orientations or gender identities, God made 
us all and he loves us all.”
 The new law also provides the Justice 
Department with the ability to aid state and 
local jurisdictions either by lending assis-
tance or, where local authorities are unwill-
ing or unable, by taking the lead in investi-
gations and prosecutions of violent crime 

resulting in death or serious bodily injury 
that were motivated by bias. It also makes 
grants available to state and local communi-
ties to combat violent crimes committed by 
juveniles, train law enforcement officers, or 
to assist in state and local investigations and 
prosecutions of bias motivated crimes.
 This bill was first introduced in the 105th 
Congress. There have been 14 total votes 
in the u.S. House and u.S. Senate to bring 
this historic legislation to the president’s 
desk. President Obama had pledged during 
the campaign and after taking office that he 
would sign the legislation.  He did so at a 
White House ceremony that had many  fami-
lies attending who were honoring lgbt loved 
ones.

FeDerAL hAte criMes BiLL
-- continued from the front page

happen. The challenge of getting this done 
is not rooted in public opinion. That is be-
cause the country is overwhelmingly sup-
porting such a change. To be sure, recent 
polling data suggest that as many as 80 per-
cent of Americans support repeal.
 Resistance is embedded throughout the 
military, whose officers and NCOs are still 
comprised of largely conservative Southern-
ers and rural folks who aren’t welcoming of 
gays and lesbians in the ranks. The top brass 
knows this and fear an insurrection of some 
kind, which is not a good thing when we are 
fighting two wars and have assumed the role 
of world policeman. That’s their mindset.
 Why President Obama is hesitant to 
establish a timeline to the repeal effort is 
understandable. He needs to fight two wars 
himself: one is with members of Congress 
who have a large military representation in 
their districts and the other with the military 
itself to convince them that discrimination 
has no place in the Armed Forces and that 
previous social changes to the military struc-
ture were opposed but then adopted with no 
lasting ill-effects.
 This is the educational process that 
needs to take place. And that’s why it cannot 
be pinpointed as to when it will happen. As 
I and many others have suggested before, 
the President could issue a “stop loss” or-
der to prevent further discharges based on 
the policy. That sets the right tone. It dem-
onstrates his commitment. And it prepares 
the legislators and the military that the end 
of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” is near.
 When these other legislative initiatives 
succeed, and they will, we could then try to 
wipe out DOMA—the Defense of Marriage 
Act. That’s going to be the hardest to accom-
plish, especially if the Administration keeps 
defending it in court. Let’s get these other 
measures passed first, for that will push the 
momentum further for the repeal of DOMA. 

oUtspoKen
-- continued from page 02

to decide if the risk is worth it for you. It could 
ask a lot of you in the long run. Are you up 
for that? If so, go for it. If not, then do your 
best to move on. In the end, all I can tell you 
is that love comes along so rarely in the life, 
don’t pass up an opportunity lightly.
 until next time...Happy Dating!

* * * *
Have a question about dating or relation-
ships? Or maybe you have a crazy dating 
story to share. If you have a question or sto-
ry, email me at singleblacksheep@joshat-
erovis.com.

singLe BLAcK sheep
-- continued from page 25

The Hate Crimes bill was a good beginning.
 
Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is at www.
SteveCharing.blogspot.com.

ing forward.
 “I am sad this morning and yet we must 
remember that thousands of Mainers voted 
to support equal protections for same sex 
couples,” Morgan Meneses-Sheets, ex-
ecutive Director of equality Maryland, told 
OUTloud.
 “We will continue to fight because the 
stories and the lives of loving, commit-
ted couples will triumph over the hate and 
rhetoric of our opposition. And, in the end 
we will win here in Maryland and throughout 
the country because we are a country with a 
strong history of overcoming ignorance and 
discrimination in order to do what is right. 
equality is simply the right thing to do.”

MAine
-- continued from page 03

residents. The people of Annapolis deserve 
better.”
 Bowling, a Mortgage Banker with Wells 
Fargo, didn’t run on gay rights issues nor did 
he draw special attention to his sexuality; he 
was a hundred percent focused on such lo-
cal matters as taxes, fiscal restraint and plan-
ning. But at the same time he never shied 
away publicly from his sexual orientation. His 
life partner, Dave Miller, is the campaign’s 
treasurer.
 Recent polls predicted a razor-thin con-
test with Hoyle. Bowling’s sexual orientation 
didn’t surface much until he picked up key 
endorsements, notably former candidate 
for mayor Democrat Trudy McFall, the local 
Firefighters union and the Annapolis Capi-
tal. Then there were more frequent attempts 
to raise the issue of his being gay, Bowling 
told OuTloud, in an effort to instill fear in the 
Ward’s voters. “They tried to associate me 
with the Sam Shropshire incident implying 

hoMophoBiA
-- continued from page 03

that all gay men are pedophiles.”
 Shropshire, an Alderman in Ward 7, is 
accused of fondling a male Navy midship-
man last spring, and a trial date is set for 
February. He has repeatedly denied that he’s 
gay. “The scandal has stained the city,” said 
Bowling “and they tried to link me to it.”
 In the days leading up to election Night, 
the Hoyle campaign accused the Scott Bowl-
ing team of removing Hoyle’s campaign 
signs. This was immediately denied by Miller, 
and in a message to supporters said, “There 
is no room for childish issues such as sign 
removal in an adult campaign on important 
matters.”
 Then the ugliness deteriorated more just 
48 hours prior to the election. The following 
statement was issued by the Bowling camp:
 “An anonymous and illegal flier is being 
distributed in Ward 3. The flier is filled with 
hatred and bigotry intended to motivate the 
historically African-American communities 
within Parole to vote for Democrats Josh 
Cohen and Classie Hoyle. Scott Bowling, a 
candidate for Alderman in Ward 3 has called 
on the u.S. Attorney
 General’s Office as well as a Maryland 
Attorney’s General’s office to investigate this 
as a hate crime and as a violation of the vot-
ing Rights Act.”
 “I am disappointed that in 2009 there 
are factions within Annapolis that insist on 
engaging and bringing this type of racist and 
hate filled activity into our City elections, said 
Bowling.
 “Such hateful language can very quickly 
lead to violence. We, as a community, must 
seek out the originators of these hateful 
statements and turn them over to authorities. 
There is no place in any City, State or soci-
ety for such hateful and abusive language. I 
denounce such activities and hope that my 
opponent as well as the leadership of both 
political parties would do so as well; there is 
no room for hatred, bigotry or this type of pol-
itics in Annapolis.” He added, “I am hopeful 
that the citizens of Annapolis and Ward 3 will 
rise above such a blatant attempt to prey on 
people’s ethnic, racial, and religious fears.”
 Bowling told OUTloud that the flier con-
tained specific references to his being “ho-
mosexual.” It reminded voters of the Schrop-
shire scandal and warned that electing such 
a person would be dangerous to children.
 He said that Hoyle did not condemn the 
flier and refused to when confronted by other 
members of the media. Ms. Hoyle did not 
return a phone call to OUTloud requesting a 
comment on the flier.
 Scott Bowling lost by 130 votes pend-
ing the absentee ballot count, which will not 
affect the ultimate outcome. He said the flier 
was definitely responsible for his defeat as 
some voters told him it changed their minds.
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