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Look Sharp!
An interview with singer/
songwriter Maia Sharp

/ By Gregg Shapiro /
Out singer/songwriter Maia Sharp opens 
her new album “Echo” (Crooked Crown) with 
“Polite Society,” a song to whose sentiment 
many in the lgbt community will be able to 
relate. Bonnie Raitt, who has covered a 
number of Sharp’s tunes, can be heard 
singing on the track “Death by Perfection.” 
Raitt isn’t the only one who has performed 
Sharp’s songs. The Dixie Chicks, Lisa Loeb 
and Cher are among the ranks who have 
added their voices to her songs. But Sharp, 
who released three full-length solo discs pri-
or to “Echo,” is also perfectly at home sing-
ing her own songs.
 Maia Sharp will be performing on Oc-
tober 13 in Easton, MD at NightCat and on 
October 14 in Vienna VA at Jammin’ Java.

Gregg Shapiro: I first became aware of 
your work via the “Everything Waits to 
Be Noticed” project that you did with Art 
Garfunkel and Buddy Mondlock. How did 
that come about?
Maia Sharp: [Songwriter/producer] Billy 
Mann hooked all of that up. He was the pro-
ducer of the project and he had known us all 
separately for a while. I’m not sure how the 
idea came to him but he just got it in his head 
that our three voices would blend together 
very well. He had been hanging out with Art 
and I guess they had been talking about Art 
doing some writing. Billy thought this would 
be a good way for Art to co-write for the first 
time because he knew that we would both 
make it a pretty easy entry into the co-writ-
ing world.

GS: That disc was released the same 
year as your self-titled sophomore disc, 
just a few months later, in fact.
MS: That was a busy year.

“Probably the person who has recorded my songs that 
I feel close to, that I feel that’s where all my influences 
lie, where my favorite stuff is would be the Bonnie Raitt 
album and just her.”-- continued on page 10

Taking it to 
the Streets
National Equality March 
is a Call for Action

/ By Steve Charing /
Organizers of the National Equality 
March on October 11 in Washington, 
D.C. are hopeful that a large turn-
out from all over the country would 
send a message to elected officials 
that nothing short of equality will be 
acceptable.
 “The March is a call to action 
by grassroots activists for the United 
States to provide full and equal pro-
tection for lgbt people in all matters 
governed by civil law in all 50 states,” 
Phil Siegel, a march officials, told Bal-
timore OUTloud. “We must stop set-
tling for fractions of equality. Every 
compromise undermines our human-
ity. We must declare our equality now. 
We go to Washington with new mes-
sages and new strategies to build our 
national movement.”
 There have been four previous 
national lgbt marches in Washington: 
1979, 1987, 1993 and 2000. “The first 
three were great successes; the fourth 
a fiasco marked by a huge event-day 
rip-off, bankruptcy, lawsuits, an FBI in-
vestigation and with a turn-out a mere 
fraction of those at the 1987 and 1993 
marches,” noted Steve Ault, who was 
one of the lead organizers of the first 
two marches. But the organizers and 
participants are determined to make 
this weekend a successful one and lay 
the groundwork for key victories in the 
quest for equality.
 The March on October 11 will 
begin at 12:00 noon. Participants will 

-- continued on page 14
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Making the Big Play

As linebackers in 
the National Football 
League go, Brendon 
Ayanbadejo of the 

Baltimore Ravens is relatively small. At 6-1, 
228 lbs. he is often outsized by his peers. 
But his heart is big. and he knows how to 
compete.
 Besides being a solid and speedy line-
backer, # 51 is also a fixture on the Ravens’ 
special teams, covering and blocking during 
kickoffs. His overall defensive prowess in 
Week 3 of the current NFL season earned 
the 33 year-old UCLA alum AFC Defensive 
Player of the Week honors. Unfortunately in 
week 4 he got injured and is now out for the 
season.
 While he may be considered small by 
NFL standards, Brendon Ayanbadejo has 
left a large footprint on lgbt equality. Back in 
April, Ayanbadejo wrote a 364-word blog on 
the widely read Huffington Post titled, “Same 
Sex Marriages: What’s the Big Deal?”
 He starts right off by debunking the ar-
gument that the opposition to same-sex mar-
riage should be based on religion. “Church 
and state are supposed to be completely 
separated when it comes to the rule of law 
in the United States,” he wrote. “So the reli-
gious argument that God meant for only man 
and woman to be together has no bearing 
here!” As a punctuation mark to this thought, 
Ayanbadejo added, “We are a secular capi-
talistic democracy. That’s it.”
 He justified Barack Obama’s lack of 
support for same-sex marriage by stating, “It 
seems that Obama felt the need to embrace 
Christianity more to fit in.”
 Ayanbadejo chided the stunt pulled off 
by Britney Spears as an indication of how 
many heterosexual couples have hurt the in-
stitution of marriage. “If Britney Spears can 
party it up in Vegas with one of her boys and 
go get married on a whim and annul her mar-
riage the next day, why can’t a loving same 
sex couple tie the knot? How could our soci-
ety grant more rights to a heterosexual one 
night stand wedding in Vegas than a gay 
couple that has been together for 3, 5, 10 
years of true love? The divorce rate in Amer-
ica is currently 50%. I am willing to bet that 
same sex marriages have a higher success 
rate than heterosexual marriages.”

Baltimore Raven Brendon Ayanbadejo’s support 
for marriage equality is no small matter.

 He concluded 
his blog post with 
a reflection on the 
civil rights move-
ment. “Maybe I am 
a man ahead of my 
time. However, look-
ing at the former re-
strictions on human 
rights in our country 
starting with slavery, 
women not being 
able to vote, blacks 
being counted as 
two thirds of a hu-
man, segregation, 
no gays in the mili-
tary (to list a few) 
all have gone by the 
wayside. But now 
here in 2009 same 
sex marriages are 
prohibited. I think 
we will look back in 
10, 20, 30 years and 
be amazed that gays 
and lesbians did not 
have the same rights 
as everyone else. 
How did this ever 
happen in the land 
of the free and the home of the brave? Are 
we really free?”
 And this much-appreciated support for 
lgbt equality by Brendon Ayanbadejo did not 
stop at the Huffington Post. Last month, he 
appeared with his girlfriend at the new of-
fices of Equality Maryland—right across the 
street from M&T Bank Stadium—to offer 
more encouragement during the organiza-
tion’s welcome reception.
 How important is it for a professional 
football player to stand behind marriage 
equality? Very. And perhaps it can help 
open closet doors for some athletes down 
the road.
 Esera Tuaolo was one of three gay 
NFLers to come out of the closet—after 
hanging up their pads. All felt they would 
have been hated by teammates had they 
chose to disclose their sexual orientation 
during their playing days. No active profes-
sional male athlete has yet to come out.

 The main concern for gay athletes ap-
pears to be the locker room culture and the 
potential risks stemming from that culture. 
There have certainly been a number of 
anti-gay slurs spewed by athletes of several 
sports to create an environment where the 
closet remains shut.
 But Brendon Ayanbadejo’s public stance 
on marriage equality may have opened the 
door—however slightly—for a gay male ath-
lete to one day feel comfortable enough to 
extricate himself from the tight closet and be 
who he really is.
 I was hoping to interview Ayanbadejo 
to see if the climate has improved enough 
for a gay athlete—football player or not—to 
come out. If such a player existed on the Ra-
vens, would Ayanbadejo be an enthusiastic 
supporter of his teammate? Would he stand 
alone or would his teammates rally behind 
the player? Or is it best that the player re-
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news // loCal

House Of Ruth Maryland is the recipient of a 
$496,000 grant from the Department of Jus-
tice and office of Violence Against Women 
for their Safe Homes Strong Communities 
Initiative, which provides transitional hous-
ing and supportive services for victims of 
domestic violence.
 Safe Homes Strong Communities is 
a non-traditional community-based transi-
tional housing project designed to minimize 
the disruption to the lives and work of par-
ticipants made homeless as the result of do-
mestic/intimate partner violence (D/IPV).
 The House Of Ruth Maryland developed 
this program in partnership with St. Ambrose 
Housing Aid Center, Marian House, and Ad-
elante Familia to place employed victims of 
D/IPV into transitional, subsidized housing 
placements across Baltimore City for a six 
month period. Safe Homes Strong Commu-
nities will place a total of 50 employed D/IPV 
victims per year (100 participants over the 
course of 2 years) into low to moderate rent 
market housing in Baltimore City and the 
surrounding area.
 As Chairwoman of the Commerce, Jus-
tice and Science Appropriations Subcom-
mittee, Senator Mikulski fights each year 
to increase funding for the Department of 
Justice’s (DOJ) Violence Against Women 
Office, which supports programs authorized 
through the Violence Against Women Act 
(VAWA), historic legislation that Senator Mi-
kulski helped pass into law in 1994.
 “I am proud to fight to put these pro-
grams in the federal law books, and I will 
continue to fight to put the funding they need 
in the federal checkbook,” Senator Mikulski 
said. “I have absolutely no tolerance for do-
mestic violence. That’s why I strongly sup-
port legislation and grant programs that help 
protect women and their families from con-
tinued violence and abuse, and gives them 

House Of 
Ruth Maryland 
Receives Grant

the tools they need to rebuild their lives.”
 “We are grateful to Senator Barbara Mi-
kulski for her support and leadership in help-
ing us build a solid community-based sup-
port network for victims and their families,” 
said Carole Alexander, Executive Director of 
the House Of Ruth Maryland. “We are con-
fident that we can help victims strengthen 
their capacity to secure and sustain perma-
nent housing and long-term employment.”
 This award will create two new victim 
service jobs and enable House Of Ruth 
Maryland’s partner agencies to retain five 
other positions.
 House Of Ruth Maryland is the non-
profit organization that provides the most 
comprehensive services for victims of do-
mestic violence in the state of Maryland. 
House Of Ruth Maryland leads the fight to 
end domestic violence against women and 
their children by confronting attitudes, be-
haviors and systems that perpetuate it, and 
by providing victims with the services nec-
essary to rebuild their lives safely and free 
of fear. Since its founding in 1977, House 
Of Ruth Maryland has helped more than 
100,000 victims through its shelter, 24-hour 
hotline, counseling, outreach, training and 
legal services.
 For more information about House Of 
Ruth Maryland, visit hruth.org. 

Senator Barbara Mikulski

Maryland Black Family Alliance Presents 

A Film Premiere followed by a Forum: “Maryland Voices of Equality – Seeking Justice for All.”

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2009 • 7:00PM - 9:00PM
COPPIN STATE UNIVERSITY • FREE OF CHARGE

Moot Court Room, 509 • Health and Human Services Building
2500 W. North Avenue, Baltimore, MD

“Maryland Voices of Equality” — directed by Kubla Khan Productions — features African
American elected officials, pastors, community leaders, civil rights activists, students,
mothers and fathers, all standing up for equality for Maryland’s Black families, including
those headed by gays and lesbians.

CO-SPONSORS:  ACLU of Maryland • Equality Maryland Foundation
GLCCB • Marylanders of Color Collective • Pride in Faith 

FAIRNESS • JUSTICE • EQUALITY • WWW.MARYLANDBFA.ORG
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Middle School LGBT Students 
More Prone to Bullying
Middle school lgbt students are significantly 
more likely to face hostile school climates 
than high school lgbt students, yet have less 
access to school resources and support, ac-
cording to a new research brief from GLSEN, 
the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education 
Network (glsen.org), released as the New 
York Times Magazine recently published a 
cover story on students coming out in middle 
school.
 The research brief, the first national re-
search report to look specifically at the ex-
periences of lgbt students in middle school, 
is based on data from 626 lgbt middle school 
students who participated in GLSEN’s 2007 
National School Climate Survey of 6,209 
secondary school students.
 “The findings should be a wake-up call 
to school officials and policymakers across 
the country that we can no longer ignore one 
of the biggest school climate issues facing 
middle school students, regardless of sex-
ual orientation,” GLSEN Executive Director 
Eliza Byard said. “GLSEN has worked for 
many years to provide educators/schools 
with evidence-based solutions that they can 
implement to address anti-lgbt bullying and 

harassment. For the sake of all of our stu-
dents, schools must take action to address 
these issues in the critical middle grades.”
 More than 9 out of 10 lgbt middle school 
students (91%) said they experienced ha-
rassment at school in the past year because 
of their sexual orientation, 59% experienced 
physical harassment and a startling 39% 
said they had been physically assaulted, 
nearly twice as many as in high school 
(20%).
 More than 8 out of 10 lgbt middle school 
students (82%) reported hearing homopho-
bic epithets (e.g., “faggot” or “dyke”) fre-
quently or often from other students in school 
– a higher percentage than high school stu-
dents (73%). Perhaps most shocking, 63% 
of lgbt middle school students had heard 
school staff make homophobic remarks.
 The negative and hostile climate had a 
profound effect on student academic suc-
cess. Half of lgbt middle school students 
(50%) had skipped at least one day of school 
in the past month because they felt unsafe. 
Further, their grade point average was half a 
grade point lower than students who had not 
missed school due to safety concerns.

About the National School Climate Survey
 The National School Climate Survey is 
a biennial report examining the experiences 
of LGBT middle and high school students 
in U.S. schools. The report, which was first 
released in 1999 and is the only national 
survey of its kind, documents the anti-LGBT 
bias and behaviors that make schools un-
safe for many of these youth. The full 2007 
sample consisted of 6,209 LGBT secondary 
school students, from all 50 states and the 
District of Columbia, between the ages of 13 
and 21.
 The full research brief can be found at 
http://www.glsen.org/binary-data/GLSEN_
ATTACHMENTS/file/000/001/1475-1.pdf. 

GLCCB Hosts Outoberfest
The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgen-
der Community Center of Baltimore and 
Central Maryland (GLCCB) will celebrate 
LGBT History Month and National Com-
ing Out Week with their annual block party 
and open house. The event will take place 
on Saturday, October 17 between Noon 
and 6:00 p.m. along the 200 block of West 
Chase Street.
 Outoberfest will feature food and retail 
vendors, local organizations and a live DJ. It 
will also include a gallery opening and LIVE 
painting by MOE. The Creator, as well as an 
LGBT History Month installation and awards 
program, hosted by long-time Baltimore per-

sonality Tia Chambers, honoring 31 Mary-
land lgbt community builders and allies.
 “We feel it’s important to mark the ar-
rival of National Coming Out Month and 
LGBT History Month, and do it in a way that 
may appeal to a younger set who are likely 
experiencing the lgbt movement from a dif-
ferent perspective,” GLCCB executive direc-
tor Craig Wiley told OUTloud. “It’s also an 
appropriate time to acknowledge those who 
came before and who worked to get us to 
where we are today.”
 For more information, you may call 410-
837-5445 or visit the GLCCB’s website at 
glccb.org. 

beyond the beltway

/ Compiled by Jim Becker / 

President Obama 
to give keynote at 
HRC gala
Washington, D.C. - The Human Rights 
Campaign, the nation’s largest lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender civil rights 
organization, announced that President 
Barack Obama will deliver the keynote 
address at the 13th Annual National Din-
ner on Saturday, October 10th, in Wash-
ington, D.C. U.S. Rep. Patrick Kennedy 
will also present the first-ever Edward M. 
Kennedy National Leadership Award to 
Judy and Dennis Shepard. The award is 
named in honor of the late Senator Ed-
ward M. Kennedy (D-MA), a champion in 
the fight for LGBT equality.
 “We are honored to share this night 
with President Obama, who has called 
upon our nation to embrace lgbt people as 
brothers and sisters,” said Human Rights 
Campaign President Joe Solmonese. “It 
is fitting that he will speak to our commu-
nity on the night that we pay tribute to his 
friend and mentor Senator Edward Ken-
nedy, who knew that as president, Barack 
Obama would take on the unfinished 
business of this nation –– equal rights for 
the lgbt community, and for every person 
who believes in liberty and justice for all.”

-- continued on page 5
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OUTloud News Poll
ORGANIzERS Of THE NATIONAL EquALITy MARCH ARE HOPEfuL THAT 
THIS CALL TO ACTION WILL GET THE ATTENTION Of OffICIALS, BOTH 
NATIONAL AND LOCAL, TO HELP SPEED ADvANCES IN LGBT EquALITy.  
WHAT DO yOu THINk? 

The March and Rally will accelerate government officials to act on full equality
The pace for action will continue to be slow and plodding
Government officials are less likely to move on key legislation as a result of the 
March

 
TO vOTE: visit www.baltimoreoutloud.com

•
•
•

President to time 
challenge to “don’t 
ask, don’t tell”

Washington, D.C. - President Barack 
Obama’s national security adviser said 
that the President will not begin battling the 
military’s ban on gays and lesbians serving 
openly -- also known as “don’t ask, don’t 
tell’’ (DADT) -- until “the right time.” “I don’t 
think it’s going to be -- it’s not years, but I 
think it will be teed up appropriately,” James 
Jones said on Oct. 4 during an appearance 
on CNN’s “State of the Union.” Activists and 
politicians expect to see action against the 
ban begin early next year.
 Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid sent 
a recent letter to both the President and De-
fense Secretary Robert Gates calling for a 
review of the cases of two U.S. officers dis-
charged from the military under DADT “At a 
time when we are fighting two wars, I do not 
believe we can afford to discharge any quali-
fied individual who is willing to serve our 
country,” Reid wrote in the Sept. 24 letter.
 According to Obama’s national security 
adviser, the President “has an awful lot on 
his desk. I know this is an issue that he in-
tends to take on at the appropriate time. And 
he has already signaled that to the Defense 
Department,” Jones said. “The Defense De-
partment is doing the things it has to do to 
prepare, but at the right time, I’m sure the 
president will take it on.” DADT was approved 
in 1993 by then-President Bill Clinton. Since 
then, an estimated 13,000 troops have been 
discharged from the military for coming out 
as gay or lesbian. (Bay Windows - Hannah 
Clay Wareham at baywindows.com)

National Black 
Justice Coalition 
hires new leader

Washington, D.C. - The National Black Jus-
tice Coalition has announced that it has cho-
sen Sharon Lettman as the organization’s 
new executive director. NBJC is a civil rights 
organization dedicated to empowering black 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 

people to end racism and homophobia. Lett-
man previously served as vice president for 
leadership programs and external affairs at 
People for the American Way. At NBJC, she 
will succeed Alexander Robinson and Dr. 
Sylvia Rhue who served as interim director 
throughout the summer.
 Lettman said of he appointment, “We 
must bring our families together. Gay and 
transgender people are our children, our 
brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, parents, co-workers and friends. 
They are a vital part of the black community, 
and it is time for everyone to recognize the 
real issues we all face when our brothers 
and sisters are denied full participation in 
the life of our community. In my new role at 
NBJC, that means lifting the voices of our 
community, building bridges so that all who 
experience discrimination can understand 
the common ground we share, and walking 
across those bridges together in greater and 
greater numbers toward equal rights for all.”
 The National Black Justice Coalition 
is headquartered in Washington, DC. It is 
the only black gay civil rights organization. 
(365Gay.com)

Ohio House passes 
gay job protection bill
Columbus, OH - The Ohio House passed an 
lgbt equality bill, the first time any measure 

-- continued on page 6

beyond the beltway like it has come to a vote in either chamber 
of the General Assembly. The Equal Hous-
ing and Employment Non-Discrimination 
Act passed 56 to 39. It was the first bill the 
House took up after returning from summer 
break. The measure would bar discrimina-
tion by sexual orientation and gender identi-
ty in public and private employment, housing 
and public accommodations. Governor Ted 
Strickland supports the bill and would sign 
it into law. EHEA now moves to the Senate, 
where it may have a more difficult time.
 The House vote ended months of be-
hind-the-scenes drama and negotiation that 
included Democratic Party in-fighting over 
when the time was right for the vote and 
how it might impact future races in swing 
districts, plus Republicans working to keep 
the bill from coming to the floor at all. The 
Ohio Chamber of Commerce also tried to 
add amendments to weaken Ohio’s existing 
anti-discrimination laws and advance their 
tort reform agenda, which would have led 
many Democrats to vote against a measure 
they otherwise supported. In the end, House 
Speaker Armond Budish of Beachwood pre-
vailed against conservatives in his own party 
and brought the measure to the floor, keep-
ing his promise to the lgbt community last 
summer. Every Democrat present voted for 
the bill, joined by five Republicans.
 “This win would not have been possible 
without years of hard work and dedication 
to change from activists across Ohio,” said 
Equality Ohio director Lynne Bowman. But 
Bowman also warned, “We’re just at the bot-
tom of the third inning. The even harder work 
of passage in the Senate, and then possibly 
concurrence and conference committee, be-
gins now.” Senate leader sees no need for 
bill. If all Senate Democrats vote for the bill, 
only five Republicans need to join them to 
pass it. The lack of Republican support may 
give the Senate an excuse to dismiss the 

Gay man to be new 
German foreign 
minister

Berlin, Germany - Guido Westerwelle, the 
openly gay head of Germany’s Free Demo-
cratic Party, will probably become foreign 
minister when Chancellor Angela Merkel 
completes negotiations on her new cabinet. 
Merkel, the leader of the Christian Demo-

 The event will begin at 7 p.m. at the 
Walter E. Washington Convention Center 
in Washington, D.C. The dinner is sold out. 
(365Gay.com)

measure. However, House Democrats have 
said they are willing to negotiate with Senate 
Republicans to pass EHEA in exchange for 
something they want, should the opportunity 
arise. (Gay People’s Chronicle- Eric Resnick 
at gaypeopleschronicle.com)
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Philadelphia moves 
to evict Boy Scouts
Philadelphia, PA - Philadelphia officials are 
seeking the immediate eviction of a local 
Boy Scouts chapter from a city-owned build-

ing, though the Scouts maintain their federal 
anti-bias lawsuit should take precedence 
over the eviction action. In an Aug. 19 mo-
tion for summary judgment, city attorneys 
told Common Pleas Judge Mark I. Bernstein 
that no federal judge would allow the Cradle 
of Liberty Council to remain indefinitely in 
its headquarters under the current arrange-
ments. Thus, Bernstein shouldn’t postpone 
ruling on the city’s eviction request for fear 
of interfering with the Scouts’’ federal case, 
city attorneys argued.
 The Scouts built the facility in question 
and have occupied it rent-free since 1928 
under an ordinance enacted by Philadelphia 
City Council. But in 2007, Council terminated 
the arrangement because the Scouts’ anti-
gay membership policy conflicts with the 
city’s gay-rights ordinance. In lieu of evic-
tion, Council offered the Scouts the option of 
paying $200,000 annual rent —— fair-mar-
ket value —— which the Scouts rejected as 
too expensive. City attorneys say the most 
the Scouts could get from a federal judge 
would be low-rent occupancy in an alternate 
city-owned building, but not the 22nd Street 
property.
 However, the Scouts contend it’’s pos-
sible a federal judge will allow them to stay 
in the 22nd Street building under the cur-
rent arrangements. The Scouts say the city 
is discriminating against them for exercis-
ing their constitutional right to association. 
The Scouts are citing a 2000 U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling that reaffirmed their right to set 
their own membership standards. But city 
attorneys argue the 2000 ruling doesn’t ad-
dress whether municipalities must allow the 
Scouts to occupy city buildings without pay-
ing fair-market rent. (Philadelphia Gay News 
- Timothy Cwiek at epgn.com)

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the on line version of 
various newspapers and other web sites. We 
thank these publications for allowing us to 
bring you their news stories. Usually the re-
ports have been significantly edited and you 
can read the full story by going to the web site 
mentioned following the item. Comments are 
strictly the opinions of Jim Becker and not of 
Baltimore Outloud or Pride Media.

-- continued from page 5
cratic Union, won re-election as chancellor 
and form a coalition with the Free Demo-
crats. Typically the leader of the largest 
party becomes chancellor, and the leader of 
the next largest coalition partner typically is 
named foreign minister.
 Westerwelle’s sexual orientation did not 
become an issue in the campaign. He is not 
the first prominent German politician to be 
openly gay. Berlin Mayor Klaus Wowereit, a 
Social Democrat, came out in 2001. West-
erwelle has been out since 2004, when he 
brought his partner to Chancellor Merkel’s 
50th birthday party. “I can only tell all young 
gays and lesbians to not be disheartened, if 
not everything goes their way,” Westerwelle 
told the Berlin gay magazine Siegessaeule. 
“This society is changing for the good in the 
direction of tolerance and respect ... though 
slower than I would wish.” “I’ve never been 
hiding my life,” Westerwelle said. “I just lived 
it.”
 The Lesbian and Gay Association in 
Germany welcomed Westerwelle’s victory 
and hoped his election would advance gay 
rights in Germany. “We think it’s awesome 
that it has become so normal that an openly 
gay man becomes foreign minister,” said 
Klaus Jetz, the head of the Association, 
adding that the gay community expected 
him to advocate for gay rights in Germany 
and abroad as well. “It’s important that as 
foreign minister he will openly talk about hu-
man rights and the persecution of gays and 
lesbians in other countries,” Jetz told Bild. 
(Seattle Gay News - Mike Andrew at sgn.
org)

OUTloud’s queer TV guide: 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com

Sign up online now for free 
home delivery of OUTloud. 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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Last October Jon A. Kaplan received fund-
ing to fulfill his dream of making a difference 
in Baltimore. Through a fellowship by the 
Open Society Institute of Baltimore and a 
partnership with Mayor Sheila Dixon’s YO! 
Baltimore program, Kaplan found a way to 
educate and mentor at-risk youth in the ar-
eas of health, fitness and nutrition.
 He launched the Baltimore Fitness 
Academy or BMOREFIT, a training ground 
for at-risk youth aged 18-24. Six of the 12 
youth who began the program in April will 
begin internships at various area fitness 
clubs next month.
 Kaplan, fitness and wellness director of 
Meadow Mills Athletic Club, is the founder 
and executive director of the new non-profit 
BMOREFIT. The ultimate goal of BMOREFIT 
is to train the participants for employment as 
fitness professionals and create a place for 
them in the health and fitness community. 
The main objectives of the program are for 
participants to complete their General Edu-
cational Development (GED) test, become 
certified fitness professionals and go on to 
gain employment in the field.
 “BMOREFIT is an innovative response 
to several trends I’ve observed in Baltimore: 

BMOREfIT Program Trains 
Baltimore’s At-Risk youth
First Graduating Class Begins Internships 
at Various Baltimore Fitness Clubs

fitness as a global growth industry; wellness 
as an increasingly central tool in preventive 
care; and obesity, diabetes, heart disease 
and malnutrition as urgent challenges in ur-
ban communities,” Kaplan explains.
 By matching an underserved communi-
ty of predominantly African-American young 
adults with a program made up of dedicated, 
experienced faculty, mentors, and volun-
teers, BMOREFIT offers opportunities to 
youth to rise above their current situations 
and thrive. The program offers participants 
the chance to take advantage of state-of-
the-art facilities, professional training mate-
rials, individual and group fitness coaching, 
and a variety of externship and job place-
ment opportunities.
 “BMOREFIT changed my life,” said 
LaCurtis Gates. “Without it, I did not know 
what I was going to do.” LaCurtis took his 
GED last month and began an internship at 
the Towson YMCA this month.
 Participants learn the basics of physi-
cal fitness, strength training, cardiovascular 
training, weightlifting and nutrition. They also 
study anatomy, physiology, and kinesiology. 
Students are paid an hourly wage. 
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Towson university’s 2009 
National Coming Out Week
National Coming Out Week is a celebra-
tion for lgbt and ally individuals. Only 
through the visibility of lgbt individuals 
and education around gender and sexual 
orientation, can we encourage those who 
are afraid to be open about their sexual 
orientation and gender identity/expres-
sion to “come out” of the closet and to be 
visible members of the lgbta community.
 Towson University will be hosting its 
2009 National Coming Out Week. They 
will be celebrating and raising awareness 
of the coming out experience and lgbtqa 
identity through a series of speakers, 
socials, performances and recreational 
activities. Included in this week are Ex-
Ex Gay Speaker, Peterson Toscano, the 
Coming Out Monologues, the Chill & Chat 
Potluck, the QSU Drag Show, Come OUT 
and Bowl and the Queer Hiking Excursion 
to Loch Raven.
 Everyone is invited to honor and cel-

/ By Bradley Bolin /
Most see this name and question the use of 
the word “Queer” and wonder why such a 
term would be allowed for use on a college 
campus. It is easy for one to take the easy 
path and use a name that is a little bit more 
“P.C.” but the leaders of the Queer Move-
ment on Towson University’s campus think 
that the easy way is no way to get things 
done.
 Originally the Queer Student Union was 
known as the Diverse Sexual Orientation 
Collective (DSOC). The leaders of DSOC 
thought that this was not only lacking in style 
and color that the Queer Community de-
serves but inhibited the growth of the com-
munity because sexual orientation is only a 
minute portion of what our com-
munity really represents.
 We, as Queer people, are 
not as one-dimensional as many 
people think. We have people 
of different interests, shapes, 
sizes, colors, religions, political 
affiliations, sexual orientations, 
historical backgrounds, socioeconomic sta-
tus—the list goes on and on.
 So when considering what the new 
name of the queer organization should be it 
was decided that a very general name would 
be best suited. The one thing that brings us 
together are our differences, and the word 
“queer” means odd from a conventional 
viewpoint, unusually different, abstaining 
from the norm. That is what our community 
is all about.
 We are those who are different, and 
that is what brings us together. Queer, from 
a definition standpoint, is an umbrella term 
that encompasses everything from gay to 
transgender to ally, from our bisexual broth-
ers and sisters to our pansexual family mem-
bers, our Dragons, our two-spirited, and our 
sadist & masochists. We are all under the 
same common identity.

 It is our differences that bring us 
together.
 This is why Queer is in our name. We 
wish to encompass and represent all the 
students that come through Towson Univer-
sity in whichever way they please. College is 
about finding who you really are and learn-
ing everything you can, in the classroom and 
in life outside of the classroom.
 Queer is a term that has been used 
negatively in the past, but now there is a 

movement to reclaim that word 
and use it as it really is. A term 
of empowerment. A term of en-
dearment. A term that holds 
the power of a large community 
where people are not turned 
away because they are differ-
ent, but accepted for that very 

reason.
 We are tired of being turned away, and 
we will not turn our backs on those who need 
our help the most. Besides, “The Queer Stu-
dent Union” sparks a much more interesting 
conversation the “the Diverse Sexual Orien-
tation Collective.”
 The Queer Student Union is a co-
sponsor of the National Coming Out Week 
events, which take place October 11-16. 
Our kick off event is the Equality March on 
Washington on Sunday, October 11. [See 
the companion article on Towson Univer-
sity’s National Coming Out Week events.] 
For more information feel free to e-mail  
towsonqsu@gmail.com 

Bradley Bolin is a senior at Towson Uni-
versity and Secretary of the Queer Student 
Union.

The ‘queer’ 
in queer 
Student union

ebrate the courage of lgbtqa students, 
faculty & staff at Towson University!
 The week of programming is spon-
sored by Queer Student Union, Student 
Government Association, Campus Ac-
tivities Board, TU Counseling Center, 
Campus Life, Adventure Pursuits and the 
LGBT Student Development Program. 
The events, dates, times and locations 
are shown below.

Monday, October 12th
7 p.m. Peterson Toscano: Homo No Mo?! 
Potomac Lounge Orientation, Gender 
and the Ex-Gay Movement

Tuesday, October 13th 
6 p.m. The Coming Out Monologues, 
Susquehanna Terrace

Wednesday, October 14th 
-- continued on page 11
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/ By Woody Derricks /
If you have stayed at a Westin Hotel, you’re 
likely to have enjoyed a wonderful night’s 
sleep.  Years ago, Westin decided that they 
wanted to have a bed that stood out from all 
of the rest (no pun intended).  Making your 
stay with them as comfortable (or more so) 
than sleeping at home, you would want to 
stay at a Westin during every trip.  While the 
beds cost significantly more than those at 
most other hotels, the decision has certainly 
paid off for them.
 In May, Heidi and I took a whirlwind tour 
of New England.  We stayed in a new room 
nearly every night for a week.  While we were 
traveling, I told Heidi that even with all of the 
driving and room changes, I had slept re-
markably well. For the most part she agreed. 
However, she felt that one of the rooms had 
a fairly stiff bed that wasn’t that comfortable. 
She also reminded me that she’s been tell-
ing me for years that we should get a new 
bed to enjoy this type of comfort at home, 
but that I didn’t think that a quality bed made 
that much of a difference.

 Our first night home I quickly noticed 
how uncomfortable our bed was. That night 
I couldn’t sleep. I tossed and turned and 
woke up tired with a sore back. Maybe after 
all of these years, Heidi was right…when will 
I learn? I decided it was time to eat some 
humble pie, admit the error of my ways, and 
buy a new bed. Luckily, Heidi’s not one to 
say, “I told you so.”
 Having experienced the comfort of the 
Westin’s bed, I contacted them to find out 
where I could buy one. After I got off the 
phone, Heidi and I hopped into our car, went 
straight to the mall, and made our way to the 
Heavenly Bed™. Being Memorial Day week-
end, we decided to shop other options to see 
if anything comparable was on sale. In the 

end we found another bed that was on sale 
for just a little more than the Heavenly, but 
was a step or two better in quality.
 Since the purchase of our new bed, we 
have slept like babies. Our backs have felt 
more relaxed and we seem less tense and 
irritable than before. The upgraded bed truly 
was a heavenly decision.
 As we experienced this change, I start-
ed thinking about other aspects of our lives 
that should be heavenly. We’ve been mean-
ing to make improvements around the home 
and make areas of our lives more organized, 
so we decided to change things one step at 
a time. As we complete each task, we ask 
ourselves, “What else can we make heav-
enly?” This has been a gradual process that 
has been paying big rewards.
 The current economic downturn has 
shifted the focus many of us have had from 
worrying about what we don’t have to appre-
ciating what we have. I’m hearing people say 
that they don’t like their job or they’re going 
to get a pay reduction, but at least they have 
a job. People are staying in more frequently 
and spending more time as a family than we 
have in decades.
 While we’re thankful for what we do 
have, many of us have been stressing over 
the decline of the stock market. Comparing 
their current statements with the one they 

received in October 2007 (the all-time mar-
ket high), people worry that they may never 
be able to retire. If you are one of those 
people, I suggest that you take a step back 
and a deep breath. Ask yourself what you 
truly want. What will give you a heavenly 
retirement?
 Without being overly philosophical, life 
should be good for your soul. You should 
do those things you enjoy, that give you en-
ergy, and that fulfill you. You may find that 
retirement doesn’t have to be extravagant to 
be enjoyable. As you’ve seen over the past 
year, spending time with the ones you love, 
doing the hobbies you enjoy, and living in 
a comfortable/relaxing environment is truly 
the key.
 This is the time to reassess your plans 
for the future. Create a target that will give 
you a heavenly retirement and calculate 
how much you’ll need to have saved in order 
to achieve that lifestyle. You may find that 
you’re not as far off from the mark as you 
think. At the very least, you’ll know what you 
need to save in order to reach your goal.
 Remember to look at the big picture as 
you create your plan. In order to have a truly 
heavenly lifestyle, you need to review your 
current finances (cash reserves/cash flow), 
your insurance needs, your investment allo-

-- contined on page 26

Heavenly
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GS: Do you feel like you were able to give 
your record the attention it deserved or 
were you caught up with the Garfunkel 
disc and tour?
MS: I think I was able to give it the attention 
that it deserved. I think it may have gotten 
attention in the way I hadn’t planned. I think I 
reached a lot of people through the Art proj-
ect as well so I’m sure that there were just as 
many people who heard about me because 
of the Art project than there were people that 
maybe I didn’t have time to get to (laughs) 
because I was out with the Art project. It felt 
like the projects served each other.

GS: In addition to Art Garfunkel, an 
amazing array of performers including 
Bonnie Raitt, Cher, Dixie Chicks, Trisha 
yearwood, and Lisa Loeb, have recorded 
your songs. How do you decide what’s a 
Maia Sharp song versus one meant for 
someone else to record?
MS: (Laughs) Those two choices have nev-
er been exclusive. There are at least three 
songs that I have had recorded by other art-
ists that I have also put on my own albums. 
A couple of them I had on my own records 
first, then they were cut by other artists. One 
of them, “Home,” the Dixie Chicks cut, they 
actually recorded it first and then I put it on 
my record. It doesn’t really work out like that 
all the time, where it’s either going to be for 
somebody else or for it’s going to be for me. 
I’m not afraid to record something if it’s al-
ready been done. And fortunately nobody 
seems to have been turned off by me hav-
ing already recorded it. It doesn’t keep them 
from putting it on their album.

GS: Speaking of Bonnie Raitt, she per-
forms with you on the song “Death by 
Perfection” on “Echo.” What’s it like to 
work with Bonnie?
MS: Amazing! She’s everything that you 
think she is that you hope she is; she’s that 
cool all the time. My experiences started 
with her first when she recorded three songs 
of mine, one of which had already been re-
corded on one of my albums. She recorded 
three of mine of her record “Souls Alike” in 
2005. She really liked some of the stuff I was 
doing on the demos that she had heard, so 
she called me in to see if I wanted to sing 
some harmony vocals on a couple of them.
 It’s amazing and she’s always super 
supportive. She’s one of these people who’s 
not afraid of the spotlight or anything, but 
she’s always very quick to share it. If some-
body wants to praise her she goes “yeah, but 
have you heard of this new artist? You really 
have to hear this new songwriter. So and so 

wrote this song that I’m playing. So and so 
made the guitar that I’m playing.” She’s all 
about handing out the credit, sharing the 
love. She’s been amazing to me and for me.

GS: She performed on a Cris Williamson 
CD and I thought that it’s great that she’s 
cool with queer musicians as well.
MS: Oh, completely. She doesn’t have any 
lines like that at all. She’s about love and 
music. Straight, gay doesn’t matter to her 
one itty bitty bit.

GS: your songs have been recorded by 
artists who work in a variety of genres, 
including country and pop. Do you have 
a favorite genre that you listen to? Are 
you secretly a death metal-head?
MS: (Laughs) That would be funny, right? I 
can’t believe what the (Dixie) Chicks did with 
“Home.” It used to be a metal tune! I actually 
rarely listen to country music, but when I do 
it is those left-of-center, fringy artists like the 
ones who have recorded my songs. It kind of 
makes sense—Trisha Yearwood, the Dixie 
Chicks, Kathy Mattea. It’s never just middle 
commercial stuff. I’ve never been drawn to 
that genre.
 Probably the person who has recorded 
my songs that I feel close to, that I feel that’s 
where all my influences lie, where my favor-
ite stuff is would be the Bonnie Raitt album 
and just her. I’ve been a Bonnie fan forever 
and ever, since I think her first or second 
album.

GS: Being the daughter of a singer/song-
writer (Randy Sharp), do you think being 
a singer/songwriter is in your DNA?
MS: I don’t know. They never pushed me 
either way; they would only support when I 
showed an inkling to go one way of the other. 
I remembered the first thing I wanted to be 
was a writer and then the music came early. 
But my first little kid dream was that I wanted 
to write short stories.

GS: Are you still doing that?
MS: No, I don’t. I feel like I write them as songs. 
It all came together and now I can write short 
stories, really short ones, and I can do them 
with music, which I fell hard for very early, 11 
or 12. My folks are amazing. They met singing 
together in a band in high school so there is 
music in the house all the time.

GS: As a second generation performer, 
have you found community among Rufus 
and Martha Wainwright, Teddy Thomp-
son, Jenni Muldaur, Jakob Dylan and 
others?

MS: It’s funny. I actually haven’t. I haven’t 
crossed paths with them. I think my dad is in 
different circle than their parents. I met Art’s 
son (laughs).

GS: In songs such as “Polite Society” 
from your new disc “Echo,” as well as 
“fine upstanding Citizen,” from your 
previous album, you seem to be singing 
from an outsider’s perspective. Do you 
feel like an outsider?
MS: Yes, I do actually, but I’m OK with it. I’m 
happy to embrace that.

GS: I really like “Whole flat World.” It 
sounds like you were having fun with the 
language on it. What was the inspiration 
for the song?
MS: “Whole Flat World” started as a phrase 
I stumbled on. I wanted to say “you are my 
whole ‘something’ world.” I was looking for a 
twist on that. When I came up on “flat” and I 
like that and it made me think of a friend of 
mine—it’s funny that you asked the question 
earlier about how Bonnie feels about play-
ing with queer musicians—”whole flat world” 
made me think of a friend of mine who had 
been married for a man for years and was just 
leaving that man to be with a woman for the 
first time in her life. She was overwhelmingly 
happy. It was like this whole new world opened 
up to her, “oh, this is how it feels” (laughs).

GS: you thank your partner Meg in the 
liner notes for “Echo.” Would you say 
that you had an easy time coming out?
MS: We were both extremely fortunate. I 
have had so many friends who have just had 
the worst time and parents won’t speak to 
them for years, still trying to patch it up, or 
the only way they can get through holidays is 
if they nobody talks about. Just really tough 
stuff and we were really fortunate. Her par-
ents—when they say “I only want you to be 
happy” they completely mean it. They have 
embraced me as a daughter-in-law.
 My parents are wonderful. We’re all 
very close friends. They have totally em-
braced her as a daughter-in-law, speak of 
us as family, they’re so proud of us, I can’t 
say how lucky we are, I know that that is no 
the norm. Hopefully it is becoming the norm, 
more and more as the media opens up and 
people become more exposed to it and they 
understand it a little bit better, hopefully they 
are not as afraid of it. It takes awareness, 
just that it’s on the table and people have an 
opportunity to talk about and maybe realize 
through those conversations that it’s not as 
scary as they thought it was. 

The complete interview appears on
BaltimoreOutloud.com.

maia sharp // CoNTINUED fRom fRoNT PagE



BALTIMORE OUTLOUD OCTOBER 09, 2009 | BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM q  11 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis
We are a Welcoming Congregation,

We welcome and celebrate the lives of bisexual,
gay, lesbian, and transgender people.

Worship service: 9 and 11am
Rev. Dr. Fredric Muir, Pastor

Francoise Ateto, Director of Religion Education
333 Dubois Road - Annapolis, MD 21401 (410) 266-8044

Beth El Congregation

An open, progressive USCJ synagogue.

8101 Park Heights Avenue  

Baltimore, MD 21208

www.bethelbalto.com

“This is your synagogue.”

Gay?  Lesbian?  Catholic?

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY

5:30 p.m. - Church
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m. - Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

Gay?  Lesbian?  Catholic?
All Are Welcome

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

The Baltimore
Ethical Society

306 W. Franklin St. Ste.102
410-581-2322

www.BaltimoreEthicalSociety.org

Sunday Meetings - 10:30 a.m.

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES

&  WEDDINGS

Diversity    Humanism
Community    Equality

religious directory

Reconciling and welcoming congregations where
you will be warmly welcomed are:

Bethesda Church ~ 6300 Harford Road  www.bethmethumc.org
Faith Community Church ~ 5315 Harford Road

www.faithcommunityumc.org
Grace Church ~ 5407 N Charles St (at Northern Parkway)

www.graceunitedmethodist.org
Mt Vernon Place Church (at the Monument)  MVPBalto@comcast.net

St John’s Church ~ Baltimore City 2640 St Paul Street
www.stjohnsbaltimore.org

West Baltimore Church ~ 5130 Greenwich Avenue
www.westbaltimoreumc.org

The United Methodist Churches in Baltimore City
Welcome You

We
Welcome

GLBT
Families

and
Friends
to the

Life and
Ministry

of the
Church

5 p.m. Chill and Chat Potluck, UU 305
8 p.m. Drag Show. Chesapeake Rooms

Thursday, October 15th 
All Day. Wear your “Gay? Fine by me.” Shirt! 
Campus-Wide
8 p.m. Come OUT and Bowl! AMF Lanes, 
Timonium
*Wear your “Gay? Fine by me” shirt or rain-
bow clothing, and the Queer Student Union 
will pay for half your bowling! Email towson-

TOWSON
-- continued from page 8

qsu@gmail.com if you need transportation!

friday, October 16th 
Noon-5:00 p.m. Queer Hiking Excursion 
Meet at UU313
** Please register with the LGBT Student 
Development if you would like to attend by 
calling 410-704-2051!

 For more information about the events, 
please contact Maren Greathouse at mgreat-
house@towson.edu or by calling 410-704-
2051 or Theresa Macheski at tmache1@
gmail.com
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October 8-24—Winters Lane Production 
of RENT
Theatre at Mount Vernon Place, United 
Methodist Church, 900 Massachusetts Av-
enue, N.W.; Thursday – Saturday perfor-
mances at 8:00 p.m., Sunday performances 
at 3:00 p.m.; $18.00 and can be purchased 
at winterslaneproductions.org.

October 10-11—free fall Baltimore
Three free performances of “Vagabond 
Readers’ Theatre 3,” 7:00 p.m. on Oct. 10; 
2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. on Oct. 11; Vaga-
bond Theatre, 806 S. Broadway in Flees 
Point. 410-563-9135 for info. and tickets

October 11, 2009 - Jan. 3, 2010—Heroes: 
Mortals and Myths of Ancient Greece
Exhibition that explores the inherent human 
need for heroes though the arts of one of the 
oldest and most influential cultures in histo-
ry; Wed. – Sun. 10:00 a.m. –5:00 p.m., The 
Walters Art Museum, 600 N. Charles St., 
Baltimore 21201

October 13—PfLAG-Columbia/Howard 
County Meeting
“Authors Night” with OUTloud ’s Josh Atero-

out and about vis to discuss his new release, All Lost Things 
and Linda Goldman, author of Coming Out, 
Coming In, 7:30 p.m. Owen Brown Interfaith 
Center, 7246 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, 
MD 21045, 410-290-8292, Robertscp@aol.
com; pflagmd.org

October 14—Stonewall Democrats of 
Central Maryland Event
Maryland State Delegate Maggie McIntosh 
(D-43) is the featured guest at this month’s 
social event for lgbt Democrats and their pro-
equality allies. 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.; Shuckers 
of Fells Point, 1629 Thames St., Baltimore 
21231; Free with cash bar; 443-563-1664 or
baltimorestonewall@gmail.com. website: 
www.stonewalldemocratsmd.org

October 16-17—Scott Nevins ‘One Night 
Stand’
Celebrity insider Scott Nevins performs his 
hilarious act to benefit the Spotlighters The-
atre; 8:00 p.m., Audrey Herman Spotlighters 
Theatre, 817 St. Paul St., Baltimore; $25; 
www.spotlighters.org, will call reservations 
410-752-1225.

October 18—Equality Maryland Jazz Brunch
“Step Up the Tempo,” 11:00 a.m., Baltimore 
Marriott Waterfront, 700 Aliceanna St. Balti-
more 21202; Auction, buffet brunch; Former 

What’s
going on?

You tell us!

   Events Calendar

the

You give us info, 
We spread the word.

Tell Baltimore OUTloud 
about upcoming LGBT events!

Email event submissions to: 
calendar@baltimoreoutloud.com

Gov. Parris Glendening featured speaker. 
Tickets in advance only; equalitymaryland.
org. [See display ad.]

October 18—ken kolodner and Robin 
Bullock in Acoustic Concert
Virtuosos Ken Kolodner (Baltimore) and 
Robin Bullock (Tripleval, France) performs 
a rare acoustic concert (no microphones!); 
4:00 p.m., Stony Run Friends Meeting 
House, 5116 North Charles St., Baltimore; 
$21, www.kenkolodner.com, 410-243-7254

October 22 –Premiere of the film “Mary-
land voices of Equality”
The Maryland Black Family Alliance hosts 
the event whereby straight African-American 
allies are profiled in this film. 7:00 p.m.; Cop-
pin State University, Moot Court Room 509, 
Reception at 6:00 p.m. Contact Lea Gilmore 
at leagilmore@yahoo.com

October 26 –Towson u. Graduate Lecture 
Series “Me the Media: Rise of the Con-
versation Society”
Guest Speaker Erik Van Ommeren will lec-
ture on the impact of new technologies on 
business and society; 6:30 p.m. reception, 
lecture at 7:00 p.m. Free Admission;  Univer-
sity Union, Potomac Lounge; 410-704-2787 
or towson.edu/artscalendar.
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7TH ANNUAL EQUALITY MARYLAND

JAZZ BRUNCH
AND SILENT AUCTION

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 2009
11:00 A.M. • BALTIMORE MARRIOTT WATERFRONT

WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 

INCLUDING 

GOV. PARRIS GLENDENING

BUY TICKETS NOW AT WWW.EQUALITYMARYLAND.ORG

SPONSORS

HOSTS
Bill Magruder & Azam Khan,

Realtor®

University of Maryland Medical
Center

CHAMPIONS
Lawrence Jacobs & 

Steven Snapp
Partnership Wealth Management
Carol Stern & Miriam Eisenstein
Ronald J. Taylor, M.D.

ALLIES
The Hon. Sheila Hixson
Jon Kaplan & Joel Pearson
Dominic Vecchiollo & 

Lee Carpenter
Patrick Wojahn & David Kolesar

MEDIA SPONSORS
Baltimore OutLoud
Gay Life

TABLE CAPTAINS

Davis Bradley
Scott Davenport
Candace Groudine
Steve Haddad
Jon Kaplan & Joel Pearson
Karen Konkel & Johna Ruffo
The Hon. Heather & 

Deborah Mizeur
Marriott International
Maryland Black Family Alliance
Lisa Orenstein & Rebecca Carle

Lisa Polyak & Gita Deane
Mark Scurti & Michael Myers
David Toth & Ken Bohon
Sally Wall & Pat Montley

JAZZ BRUNCH 
COMMITTEE
Gregory Grenier
osemary Nicolosi
Lisa Orenstein
Dominic Vecchiollo

THESTEP UPTEMPO
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taking it to the streets // CoNTINUED fRom fRoNT PagE

assemble at 15th Street, N.W., from I to M 
Streets. The marchers will travel down 15th 
Street to H Street to 17th Street and will 
eventually wind up at the U.S. Capitol west 
lawn for the National Equality March Rally.
 The rally will begin approximately at 
2:00 p.m. with three hours of inspirational 
speeches and music, according to the Equal-
ity Across America website. Equality Across 
America is a network of decentralized orga-
nizers in every one of the 435 Congressional 
districts. The march and rally are viewed by 
the planners as a first step in developing a 
50-state grassroots effort that will continue 
until full equality is reached.
 Nearly 30 speakers have been lined up 
for the rally and will include such notables 
as Oscar winner (Milk) Dustin Lance Black; 
Civil Rights icon Julian Bond; “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” critic David Mixner; discharged 
soldier and activist Lt. Dan Choi, Judy 
Shepard, mother of slain Matthew Shepard; 
and activist Cleve Jones who conceived the 
NAMES Project AIDS memorial Quilt. Jones 
had invited President Barack Obama to the 
rally but at press time there has been no re-
sponse from the White House.
 Despite a slow start in gaining wide-
spread support for the upcoming march, 
organizers have been bolstered by a rapid 
increase in enthusiasm, endorsements and 

sponsorship from myriad lgbt organizations 
and individuals.
 “The march is important to me because 
our goal of full civil equality has not yet been 
met,” Mark Patro, chair of the Baltimore 
County chapter of PFLAG, told OUTloud. 
“The rally is equally important because it 
will reinforce the idea that if we as individu-
als work together as a community we can 
and will achieve the goals, and we can only 
do that through a well organized concerted 
effort.”
 Patro and his chapter have rented a 
bus to help folks attend the event. And with 
a donation from the sister PFLAG chapter 
in Howard County, a group of City College 
High School students from Baltimore will be 
able to ride the bus and enjoy their first ex-
perience with lgbt activism.
 Besides the March and Rally, organiz-
ers have laid out an ambitious agenda that 
includes a number of events throughout the 
weekend. There will be workshops, semi-
nars, rallies, prayer services, memorial cer-
emonies and family events.
 “We’re not just joining together to de-
mand equal protection in all matters gov-
erned by civil law,” said Tanner Efinger, 
event coordinator for the March. “We’re also 
coming together to organize, to strategize, 
and to give and receive training in how to 

bring about the change we demand.”

Schedule of Events

friday, October 9

Operation Shine Luncheon and Meet 
N’ Greet, Hosted by Sasha Bruce 
Youthwork, Wanda Alston House and 
SMYAL - http://nem.gaycities.com/
events/660-dc-shine-hosted-by-sasha-
bruce-youthwork-wanda-alston-house-
and-smyal
Homeless Youth Speak Out -  http://nem.
gaycities.com/events/671-homeless-
youth-speak-out
National Center for Transgender Equality 
Mixer - http://nem.gaycities.com/
events/667-ncte-mixer

Saturday, October 10

Impact Youth Events, sponsored by the 
Trevor Project -  http://nem.gaycities.
com/events/673-impact-youth-events-
sponsored-by-the-trevor-project
HRC Welcome and Action Center - 
http://nem.gaycities.com/events/684-hrc-
welcome-and-action-center
Repealing DADT: Lobbying Tactics 
- http://nem.gaycities.com/events/659-
repealing-dadt-lobbying-tactics
GLAAD Media Training - http://nem.
gaycities.com/events/662-glaad-media-
training
SMYAL Leadership Conference “Stand 
up! Get Loud!” -http://nem.gaycities.
com/events/669-smyal-leadership-
conference-stand-up-get-loud
Ecumenical Prayer Service - http://nem.
gaycities.com/events/661-ecumenical-
prayer-service
Wreath Laying at Arlington National 
Cemetery - http://nem.gaycities.com/
events/656-wreath-laying-at-arlington-
national-cemetery
Workshop on Faith Communities & LGBT 
Justice Campaigns - http://nem.gaycities.
com/events/664-workshop-on-faith-
communities-lgbt-justice-campaigns
Memorial Service Honoring Leonard 
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•

•
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•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Matlovich - http://nem.gaycities.com/
events/685-memorial-service-honoring-
leonard-matlovich
Candidate Recruitment Training, 
Sponsored by the Gay & Lesbian 
Leadership Institute -  http://nem.
gaycities.com/events/697-candidate-
recruitment-training-sponsored-by-the-
gay-lesbian-leadership-institute
Camp Courage - http://nem.gaycities.
com/events/658-camp-courage
Soulforce ~ Nonviolent Resistance for 
Social and Economic Justice -http://nem.
gaycities.com/events/670-soulforce-
nonviolent-resistance-for-social-and-
economic-justice
Milk & Cookies, Family Event details: 
http://nem.gaycities.com/events/666-
milk-cookies-family-event
Trans-History Workshop - http://nem.
gaycities.com/events/672-trans-history-
workshop
The Struggle for LGBT Liberation with 
Cleve Jones & Sherry Wolf -http://nem.
gaycities.com/events/683-the-struggle-
for-lgbt-liberation-with-cleve-jones-
sherry-wolf
Equality To End AIDS HIV/AIDS Rally 
and Vigil -http://nem.gaycities.com/
events/663-hiv-aids-gathering
Youth Dance - http://nem.gaycities.com/
events/674-youth-dance
Queer Simchat Torah Celebration - http://
nem.gaycities.com/events/668-queer-
simchat-torah-celebration
Marching For Equality in Heels, 
benefiting The Matthew Shepard 
Foundation - http://nem.gaycities.com/
events/665-marching-for-equality-in-
heels-benefiting-the-matthew-shepard-
foundation

Sunday, October 11

Cadence Run - http://nem.gaycities.
com/events/657-cadence-run
Interfaith Service - http://nem.gaycities.
com/events/686-interfaith-service
National Equality March - http://nem.
gaycities.com/events/682-national-
equality-march
National Equality March Rally - http://
nem.gaycities.com/events/681-national-
equality-march-ra
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dr. eva
BY DR. EVA HERSH

More H1N1 / Swine Flu Questions

Dear Dr. Eva,
Should pregnant women get flu vaccine? 
(My sister is, not me.)
—uncle-to-be

Dear uncle,
Yes. For two reasons, getting H1N1 flu 
vaccine is extremely important for pregnant 
women.
#1: Pregnant women are unusually 
vulnerable to this virus. The number of 
pregnant women that have died from H1N1 
is far out of proportion to the number of 
pregnant women in the population.
#2: Babies are also at high risk of illness 

Open Wide: 
Ask Dr. Eva

and death from H1N1, but babies under 
age six months cannot be vaccinated. 
The only way to vaccinate a baby under 
age 6 months is to vaccinate the baby’s 
mother during pregnancy. A newborn 
whose mother was vaccinated during her 
pregnancy is protected from the virus until 
six months of age.
 Tell your sister that she should get 
vaccinated for her baby, as well for herself.
—Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
There have been a few cases of flu at my 
job. I’m planning on taking off until I can get 
the vaccine and it makes me immune. How 
long will that take?
—Nervous

Dear Nervous,
You’ll be protected from flu about 2 weeks 
after you get the shot. But unless you are 
planning to stay locked in your house for 
two weeks, I don’t think it will do you much 
good to stay home from work. You are just 
as likely to pick up the flu at a movie, on the 
bus, at the barbershop, or at the grocery 
as you are to get it at work. Remember, 
influenza is not passed through the air 
unless you are within 3 feet of someone 
who is coughing or sneezing. Most people 

get infected through touching their hands to 
an object (such as a doorknob, money, or a 
telephone) which has flu virus particles on 
its surface and then touching their face. If 
you are a physical therapist or have some 
other job where you must be within 3 feet 
of people, consider wearing gloves and 
asking clients/patients who are coughing 
or sneezing to wear a mask. Otherwise, 
you may as well save your vacation time 
for something fun and go to work as usual. 
Just keep that 3 feet distance from people 
who are coughing, sneezing, or seem ill, 
and wash your hands or use hand sanitizer 
frequently.
—Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
After the recent death of a 13-year-old girl 
in Baltimore, I can’t understand why her 
school wasn’t closed down. I’m getting 
really nervous about sending my kids to 
school. Can you comment? I know you 
probably think I’m being silly, but it’s just no 
use to tell a 10-year-old to stay away from 
sneezing people and wash his hands a lot!
—Anxious Parent

Dear Anxious Parent,
I don’t think you’re silly at all. Your idea 
is the same idea that the national health 

experts at the Centers for Disease Control 
had at the beginning of the H1N1 epidemic 
in the United States. When the first cases in 
children appeared in New York, the schools 
those children attended were shut down 
for as much as two weeks. The reason that 
isn’t being done now is that the strategy did 
not work. The number of cases in schools 
that were not shut down after a child in the 
school became ill was no greater than the 
number of cases in the schools that were 
shut down. This is partly because, by the 
time a child was diagnosed with H1N1 
and the decision was made to shut down 
the school, many students had already 
been exposed to the virus. Also, when 
the schools were closed, it turned out that 
the students got together in other places 
and got exposed to the virus that way. 
So, the reason the schools are not closed 
is that closing schools is not effective in 
preventing infections.
—Dr. Eva

Dr. Eva Hersh is Chief Medical Officer at 
Chase Brexton Health Services.
 Send your comments and questions 
by email at charing@baltimoreoutloud.com, 
or by surface mail to Eva Hersh MD, Chase 
Brexton Health Services, 1001 Cathedral 
St., Baltimore, MD 21201
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lively arts // oN THE sCREEN

The Invention of Lying
/ By Chuck Duncan /

Cast: Ricky Gervais, Jennifer Garner, Jonah Hill, Fionnula 
Flanagan, Jeffrey Tambor, Rob Lowe
Directors: Ricky Gervais, Matthew Robinson

Imagine a world where lying--even the concept of a lie--does 
not exist. Everyone--from politicians to advertisers to the 
man and woman on the street--speaks the truth and nothing 
but the truth with no thought of the consequences. But when 
a down-on-his-luck loser named Mark (Gervais) suddenly 
develops the ability to lie, he finds that dishonesty has its 
rewards.
 In a world where every word is assumed to be the ab-
solute truth, Mark easily lies his way to fame and fortune. 
But lies have a way of spreading, and Mark begins to realize 
that things are getting a little out of control when some of his 
tallest tales are being taken as, well, gospel. With the entire 
world now hanging on his every word, there is only one thing 
Mark has not been able to lie his way into: the heart of the 
woman (Garner) he loves.
 Actor/writer/director Gervais has given himself a very 
tall order to fill in creating a world in which everyone speaks 
quite frankly what is on their minds. It is funny, shocking 

and sometimes a little sad and uncomfortable to hear peo-
ple speaking the truth, especially where relationships are 
concerned.
 Gervais has done a great job at maintaining this al-
ternate universe by showing how it would affect the enter-
tainment industry as well. Mark is actually a screenwriter, 
but since fiction doesn’t exist in this world, films consist of 
someone reading a historical account of worldwide events 
from various points in history. Unfortunately, Mark has been 

assigned the 13th century, 
and he doesn’t have much to 
write about except the Black 
Plague.
 When Mark is fired 
and then faces eviction from 
his apartment, he goes to 
the bank to withdraw his last 
$300. But something hap-
pens at the bank and Mark’s 
brain seems to short circuit 
in some way that allows him 
to ask for more money than 
he actually has. The teller as-
sumes the system is wrong 
and gives him the amount 

requested. Mark realizes he’s stumbled on something won-
derful because no one else has this ability, but things take 
a drastic turn as his mother lays dying and frightened in the 
hospital.
 To comfort her, Mark tells her of a place in the sky 
where people go when they die, everyone gets a mansion, 
and everyone she knew and loved will be there with her. She 
relaxes and dies peacefully, but the hospital staff overhears 
his story and word begins to spread of this wonderful place, 
but questions arise as to how Mark is the only person who 
has this information. As word spreads, the media gets in-
volved and Mark is forced to continue developing his story 
to include a man in the sky who no one can see, but talks to 
him, and his life and lies begin to spin out of control.
 The Invention of Lying starts out deceptively enough 
as a romantic comedy, but coming from Gervais, who also 
starred in the underrated Ghost Town, you know that there 
had to be more to the story than just romantic entangle-
ments. The ads for the film have been very careful not to 
show what makes up the bulk of the film’s story...Mark’s in-
vention of religion, faith or whatever you want to call it.
 I’m surprised the Christian community isn’t all over the 
movie considering it presents the idea that someone could 
have just made up the notion of God and Heaven simply to 
ease someone else’s fears (and, for the record, Gervais is 
an Atheist). Gervais wisely avoids hitting you over the head 
with this thought, but it certainly leaves you wondering where 
the origins of religion truly lie.
 As an actor, Gervais is a master at taking an fairly or-
dinary, somewhat unlikable guy and giving him some re-
deeming and endearing qualities. You actually root for him 
to succeed in business and get the hot girl in the end even 
when you know he doesn’t really deserve either because 
everything he has is now based on one lie after another.
 It’s nice to see Garner back on the big screen after tak-
ing some time off to start a family, and she gives her Anna 
a very straightforward attitude but still manages to give her 
an innocent quality. The rest of the cast is filled out with a 
terrific ensemble of great character actors as well as some 
surprising cameo appearances. Best of all, Gervais man-
ages to keep the film from getting too sappy, but there are a 
few moments that just may bring a tear to your eye.
 Overall, The Invention of Lying is charming in its own 
way with some very funny moments, a little heart and raises 
some pretty big questions not only about faith but how truth 
and lies can affect our lives.
 The film is rated PG-13 for language including some 
sexual material and a drug reference. 
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lively arts // DEfEkTIvE aRTs

Dramedy On Canvas: The Art of Jeremy Crawford

 “It’s knowing yourself well enough where you don’t think 
so much about what you’re doing--you just let it do its thing 
and see what happens.” A recent work he calls “My Mother’s 
Eyes” depicts an ecstatic Crawford with a four-eyed woman 
who represents his mother. Other figures with the same 
distinctive hairline as the artist’s populate other canvasses 
seen hanging and stacked in his Lauraville studio. “I often 
end up in my work. I don’t set out to do that, but it turns out 
that way.”
 This intuitive and subconscious approach to making 
art has been part of his process from the beginning, but it 
was the work of abstract expressionist, Norman Bluhm, that 
Crawford says helped propel his work to what he says is now 
more uninhibited.
 After visiting Bluhm’s Vermont studio, located only 25 
miles from the small town Crawford grew up in, he began to 
experience his own work in a different way which he says is 
“more energetic and flowing...there’s more freedom to my 
work now.”
 His recent rash of frenzied output include 50 9”x12” por-

traits and a continuing series of larger scale works which si-
multaneously convey a feeling of disaster and hope, comedy 
and tragedy. “I like to throw a curve ball into my work.” says 
Crawford, commenting on the visual and emotional conflict 
which usually develops dur-
ing the course of his creating 
a new piece. “Falling” (pic-
tured) depicts the medical 
dramedy of what appears 
to be a transgendered per-
son in the throes of either 
passion or hysteria. The ambiguity is one of the appealing 
strengths in the work he’s produced over the past couple of 
years.
 Before he puts paint to canvas, Crawford typically re-
searches photos that carry an emotional impact and have 
a sense of mystery about them. “I like imagery that doesn’t 
have all the answers all laid out for you and that work well 
as a base to start with.” He then uses these found photos as 
visual starting points that will later include paints, adhesives, 

vintage wallpaper and other bits of ephemera. A multi-lay-
ered masking technique is utilized to create backgrounds, 
which either separate from or overlap into the bodies of the 
main subjects. Once a piece is completed, you would be 
hard pressed to find his initial photographic inspiration. What 
remains is an original work of art that reveals the dreams, 
emotions and spirit of the artist himself.
 As of late, Crawford has limited the showing of his work 
to smaller shows and group shows and it has been over two 
years since his last solo show at the now defunct Flux Stu-
dios. “I am looking into alternative venues to show my work. 
I like the idea of getting out of the traditional gallery setting 
and putting my work in living spaces as opposed to tradition-

al gallery walls. I also kind of 
feel like Baltimore has seen 
my work and my goal now is 
to get some attention in oth-
er cities. I’ll still show here, 
but I need to challenge my-
self more and reach outside 

of my comfort zone.” Says Crawford. “Right now it’s all about 
networking and researching new galleries. I’ll get a lot of that 
done this year in Miami at Art Basil.”
 Marketing and promotion is not something that most 
artists enjoy doing, but now that Crawford has warmed up to 
the necessity of it, perhaps the rest of the world will begin to 
share in his unique vision.
 Check his new blog, which he says he promises to keep 
updated regularly: www.jpcart.com. 

“I often end up in my work. 
I don’t set out to do that, but 
it turns out that way.”

/ By Defekto /

There is an undeniable power in the recent work of Baltimore artist Jeremy Crawford. The 
36-year old artist has kept himself busy his entire adult life, creating work whose origins 
are sometimes even a mystery to him. He says he doesn’t exactly know where the inspira-
tion for his dynamic pop abstractions come from or how certain themes and messages 
present themselves, but says without hesitation that he believes in the results.
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BALTIMORE 
THEATRE
the importance of being 
earnest
Oct 7—Nov 8
CENTERSTAGE
410.332.0033
www.centerstage.org

love! valour! compassion!
Sept. 18 - Oct.18
Fells Point Corner Theatre
410.276.7634
www.fpct.org

one night stand
with Scott Nevins
Oct 16 & 17
SPOTLIGHTERS
410.752.1225
www.spotlighters.org

the mechanical
The Puppetmaster of Lodz
October 9 - 25
Theatre Project
410-752-8558
www.theatreproject.org

rabbit hole
Sept. 9 - Oct. 11
Everyman Theatre
410.752.2208
www.everymantheatre.org

celtic thunder
Oct.17

fiddler on the roof
Oct.20 - Nov.1
Hippodrome Theatre
410-837-7400
www.france-merrickpac.com

sylvia
Oct. 2 - Nov. 7,
The Bay Theatre Company
410-268-1333
www.baytheatre.org

the Quality of life.
in Crystal City
Now - October 18, 2009 
Arena Player’s
410-728-6500
www.arenastage.org

hysteria
Oct. 7 - Nov. 1,
Rep Stage’s
410-772-4900
www.repstage.org

play it again, sam
Oct. 2 - Oct. 18
Laurel Mill Playhouse
301-617-9906
www.laurelmillplayhouse.org

the kitchen witches
Sept 25-Oct 10
Bowie Community Theatre
301-805-0219
www.bctheatre.com

the taffetas
Oct 30-Nov 8
Dundalk Community Theatre
443.840.ARTS(2787)

www.ccbcmd.edu/performingarts/dct.
html

bus stop
September 25 - October 17
Greenbelt Arts Center
301-441-8770.
www.greenbeltartscenter.org

DC THEATRE
rent
Oct 8 -24
Winter Lanes Production
Mount Vernon Place United Methodist 
Church
301-741-0177
www.winterslaneproductions.org

full circle
Oct. 26 – Nov. 29
Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company
202-393-3939
www.woollymammoth.net

adding machine: a musical
Opens Oct 12
The Studio Theatre
202-332-3300
www.studiotheatre.org

the alchemist
Oct 6 - Nov 22
Lansburgh Theatre
Shakespeare Theatre Company
202.547.1122
www.shakespearetheatre.org

angels in america
Oct 5 - Nov.22
H Street Playhouse
Forum Theatre
202-544-0703 
www.forumtheatredc.org

DINNER 
THEATRE
all shook up
NOW - Nov. 15
Lorenzo’s Timonium Dinner Theatre.
410-560-1113
www.timoniumdinnertheatre.com

oklahoma
Oct 1 -Dec.
Oregon Ridge Dinner Theatre
410-771-8427
www.baltimoreactorstheatre.org

aida
Now – Nov. 12
Toby’s Baltimore

sweeney todd
Now - Nov. 8
Toby’s Columbia
410-649-1660
www.tobysdinnertheatre.com

medieval times
Dinner and Tournament
1-888-WE-JOUST (1-888-935-6878)
www.medievaltimes.com

smoke on the mountain
Sept. 30th – Nov. 29th
Lazy Susan Dinner Theatre
(703) 550-7384

www.lazysusan.com

the producers
Now - November 7
Way Off Broadway Dinner TheatreOff 
Broadway Dinner T
(301) 662-6600.
www.wayoffbroadway.com

Joseph and the amazing 
technicolor dreamcoat 
NOW- Nov.22
Riverside Dinner Theatre
(540) 370-4300
www.rsdinnertheater.com

uncle chick’s last wish
NOW - Oct.31
Rainbow Dinner Theatre
717.687.4300
www.rainbowdinnertheatre.com

smoke on the mountain
Now - Nov. 7
The Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre
717-898-1900.
www.dutchapple.com

the blair mansion inn
Mansion Mysteries
301.588.1688
www.blairmansion.com

CHILDREN 
THEATRE
seussical
Oct 9-24
The Red Branch Theatre
410-997-9352
www.redbranchtheatre.com

stuart little
Sept. 29- Oct. 30
The Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre
717-898-1900.
www.dutchapple.com

pinocchio
NOW - Nov. 7
Way Off Broadway Dinner Theatre Off 
Broadway
(301) 662-6600.
www.wayoffbroadway.com

go, dog. go!
Now - Nov. 8
Adventure Theatre
301- 634-2270
www.adventuretheatre.org

ferdinand the bull
Now - Nov 1
In The Lerner Family Theatre
Imagination Stage
301.280.1660
www.imaginationstage.org

brundibar
Oct 23-25
Children’s Theatre of Annapolis
410.757.2281
www.childrenstheatreofannapolis.org

miss nelson is missing
Recommended for Pre-Kindergarten 
and Lower Elementary School.
Oct 27-Dec. 18
Columbia Center for Theatrical Arts, Inc
410-381-0700 | www.cctarts.com

sam  
unfiltered
BY SAM KUNz

Halloween 
Edition
Well my little knob goblins and broom 
sliders, Gay X-mas is upon us once again 
and this year is shaping up to be the best 
our little city by the harbor has seen. My 
first juicy little tidbit involves a bar we all 
know and all love, Leon’s, and a friend 
we all know and love.
 Not gonna say his name, but it 
rhymes with James. Apparently friend in 
question’s gyrations and grooves set the 
poor boy into an epileptic fit right on the 
dance floor. Well, I am sure James’ pants 
being down around his ankles didn’t help 
much. If being in his underwear did that 
much to the poor boy, I’d hate to see what 
would happen had he gotten him home 
and in the sack. Don’t worry I heard the 
boy was up and on his knees in no time.
 Oh yes, before I forget, I saw the one, 
the only, Mr. Hammertime himself, MC 
Hammer, Saturday at Six flags! Yes, I 
wasn’t that excited either, but glad I gave 
him a chance, but sitting in that arena, I 
was 14 again, slap bracelets are all the 
rage and I was a virgin. Wait scratch that 
last one, two outta three ain’t bad. For 
those of you keeping count, that’s twice 
I have referenced Meat Loaf in Sam Un-
filtered. Don’t like it? I can find you a cliff 
somewhere.
 Speaking of Six flags, Fright Fest is 
also in full swing, it’s the thing that has 
kept my fiancé` out all night for the past 
two weeks. I know all you queens love a 
good ride, so go see it. Now. Before you 
wake up to a horses head on the pillow 
next to you. For you, scary. For, Matthew 
Broderick. Normal.
 Wait a tic, come to think of it, I guess 
it’s scary even if you are Matthew Brod-
erick! Go before all you bitches walk out-
side and get hit with a falling house.

 Stopped in The Drinkery, Sun-
day, for a nightcap. Met the very lovely 
Adam. The 2.00 Keystone Ice in a can is 
a Godsend in this economy. Just perfect, 
glad I carry my “It’s 5’clock somewhere” 
Coozy in the car with me now. Oh, would 
someone tell the queen hunched over the 
bar at The quest last Friday, if you of-
fer someone a 3-course dinner on a first 
date, a bag of potato chips, a Natty Boh 
and a bottle of KY does not a meal make. 
Usually to get a date of that quality in this 
city your name ends in Franklin.
 Oh darlings, yours truly turned 30 a 
month or two ago. Can’t remember, be-
cause, why? Hmm, Oh yeah! I am 30 god-
damned years old now! You know you’re 
old when you start buying your tricks 
a drink instead of being bought them. 
“What’s that? Oh yeah, Have another! 
Hmm, you grew up watching Mighty Mor-
phin Power Rangers? Well, have a good 
night”
 Saturday night I meandered on over 
to Central. You know what I like about 
Central, the faces always change, but the 
people are the same. I wish the weather 
would stay warm, I love sitting outside, 
drink in one hand, a smoke in other, but 
alas, like all good things, they sadly come 
to an end. However, the out back patio 
smoking area was an awesome addition 
Don. I still want that jail cell door that 
leads up to the old upstairs bar. Any big 
beefy guys want to help me sneak it out?
 The last person I’m gonna dish about 
is you guys. The response to my past two 
columns have been phenomenal. The 
e-mails. The comments have been awe-
some people. I want you all to know, I 
read each and every e-mail you guys 
send. Even if my box swells to over 30 
emails a day, heh, I said my box swells, 
now I know how kathleen Turner feels.
 But seriously folks, I am tickled pink 
with all the compliments as well as offers 
for dates. Thanks to those guys, a lot of 
you are cute, some are scary, but I only 
have one man in my life now and he knows 
who he is. To the guy who wrote for advice 
on the perfect cocktail, here you go, Take 
one part queen, one part drama, one part 
conversation and one part vodka, shake 
til mixed. Add bitchiness to taste.
 Til’ next time darlings, to quote the 
great Liberace, “Bottoms Up Boys!” 

lively arts // THEaTRE lIsTINgs
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Land of the Lesbians
/ By Gregg Shapiro /
As far as I’m concerned, Sandra Bernhard 
is a goddess. She’s an out comic genius, 
ahead of her time, who dared to go where 
few before her went, via riveting and hi-
larious monologues. In her own way, she 
helped pave the road for Margaret Cho and 
Kathy Griffin. She’s a quirky and intelligent 
actress.
 She’s an outspoken lgbt rights activist 
and we are fortunate to have her as a mem-
ber of our community. Over the years, Ber-
nhard has regularly included music in her 
stage shows as well as on her CDs.
 On “Whatever It Takes” (Mi5), Bern-
hard broadens her musical horizons to en-
compass a sort of world music sound, with varying results. Beginning with “All Around” on 
which she is joined by Chrissie Hynde and Jean Paul Samputu, and continuing with the 
island rhythm of the title tune. “Don’t Cry In Bed” goes the sample beat loop route and is 
followed by a sitar-driven “A New World.” “We’re On Our Way” rocks its way through the 
Middle East and “Can You See” sounds as though Bernhard stopped in at a rave in Tel Aviv 
while she was in the neighborhood. “The Sun Comes Out” revisits Paul Simon’s “Graceland” 
territory.
 Humor plays a significant role in the songs on the eponymous disc (House of Twang) by 
Ménage à Twang, featuring out band member Emily Moore. Of course, the laughs come with 
a healthy helping of truth in observations in songs about dating advice (“Listen Sister, Don’t 
Date A Hipster”), dating (“The Key To Your Apartment” and “One Night Stand”), creative 
slacker partners (“I’ll Only Support Your Art For So Long”) and NY life (“Let’s Share a Studio 
and Temp” and “Weekend Service Changes”).
 Moore’s “Secret Conservative Side,” about attending the hetero wedding of a former 
lesbian pal, is particularly pointed and will hit home for many listeners. A cover of Destiny’s 
Child’s “Survivor” is also good for a serious laugh.
 On her new album “Hello, Stranger” (Compass), Catie Curtis turns up the twang on 
five of her own pre-recorded numbers, as well a half a dozen cover tunes. Curtis composi-
tions including “100 Miles,” “Dad’s Yard” and “Saint Lucy” are given a fresh coat of country 
paint with instrumentation that includes banjos, fiddle, mandolin, resophonic guitar and an 
acoustic bass. As the covers go, the duet with fellow out singer/songwriter Mary Gauthier on 
the title tune is simply priceless. Curtis renews the emotional impact of Richard Thompson’s 
“Walking On a Wire” and, as a parent, she finds the joy in “Be Sixteen With Me.”
 During the summer of 2009, when Logo’s Click List was dominated by gay male art-
ists, the video for young lesbian singer/songwriter Mal Blum’s “Ode to Kulele,” held its own 
against the competition. The song, from Blum’s second album, “Goodnight Sugarpop” (mal-
blum.com) is reason enough to buy the disc. But if you need other reasons, they are “Cut It 
Off,” “Hypocrite” and “Waiting In Line,” to mention just a few.
 Blues belter and cancer survivor Candye Kane is back in good voice and good health 
on “Superhero” (Delta Groove Music). Kane dips her brush in a variety of blues hues on 
originals ranging from down and dirty (“I Put A Hex On You”) to dramatic (“Don’t Cry For Me 
New Jersey”), from celebratory (“Superhero” and “You Can’t Stop Me From Loving You”) to 
swinging (“Ik Hou Van Je (I Love You)” and “I Like ‘Em Stacked Like That”).
 Whether solo or with her band lOne gOat, it’s been Sean Wiggins powerful and uncom-
promising vocal style that has kept people coming back for more. Wiggins can sing! “Naked 
Thursdays” (seanwiggins.com) has her singing the blues (“Georgia,” “Make Myself Laugh” 
and “The New LA Blues”), pop (“Closer To Me” and the marvelous “Must Love Dogs”) and 
country “Whiskey & Duct Tape.”
 On her live album “Mostly True Stories” (Permanent Records), Steph Hayes, who re-
minded me of Melissa Ferrick, interweaves brief stories/introductions with the dozen songs 
on the disc. 

The Backstreet Boys - 
This Is Us
The Backstreet Boys are what you would call a guilty pleasure 
for me. I shamelessly own every album that they’ve shamelessly 
put out, and at various points throughout the year there’s a good 
chance that I can be seen and heard blasting “I Want It That Way.” 
I don’t know, maybe you find that adorable, however I’m fully 
aware of how ridiculous it all is. It’s been two years since their 
last album Unbreakable, which was their first go without band 
member Kevin. That album had the boys transitioning into what 
appeared to be adult contemporary. In other words, it was bor-
ing and lackluster, and only really spawned one unpopular single 
from one very bad album. So what did they learn from that expe-
rience? Growing up is bad. Humans don’t want to age, neither 

does music, and thus This Is Us was born.
 This is essentially a trip back to what made the Backstreet Boys famous. It boasts 
fun, fast tracks that breathe movement into your hips, and make you appreciate what 
this band was capable of once upon a time. This go around has them mixing their 
sugary voices with large variety of synthesized beats courtesy of such producers as 
Redone, Brian Kennedy and Ryan 
Tedder, all of whom add a certain 
urban edge to their respective 
tracks. The R&B injected into the 
pulse is a high note for the album. 
The lead single “Straight Through 
My Heart,” is typical Redone fair. 
It’s fast and fun, and lyrically cre-
ative. It’s also the best upbeat track 
on the album. A contender for sec-
ond place is “Masquerade,” which 
has toned down verses soaked in 
an R&B coating...until the chorus 
explodes into a fusion of pop and 
R&B. It’s pretty and fierce all at the 
same time. “PDA” introduces itself 
with an almost distorted big band 
vibe, before one of the steamiest 
beats on the album gets your hair 
messy, hits you a lil bit, and leaves 
you wanting more.
 But it is a Backstreet Boy album, so it’d be impossible to not speak of the ballads. 
There are less of them this go around. “Bigger” is the closets that the boys get to their 
last album. It’s pretty, and it feels comfortable for them, and much like most of the 
album is lyrically impressive. It would’ve been a good track on the last album — the 
only good track, in fact. “This is Us” is mid-tempo, straight up R&B in the vein of Mary 
J and Ne-yo, something you can almost hear those artist sing. It works in their hands, 
though, and they sound beautiful. My favorite track on the album is “Shattered.” It’s 
a big, emotional ballad that has Brian belting over the other boys harmonies. It’s gor-
geous, and sad. Definitely worth a listen.
 Not everything is sunshine in Boy Band Land, however. Not everything works on 
the album. “Bye Bye Love” is sloppy sounding, and is a little reminiscent of New Kids 
on the Block’s single, but the NKOTB’s song is superior in every way. “All Your Life” is 
too close to all their previous albums from the 90’ — its pure pop, but it sounds dated, 
and because of the direction of the album as a whole, stands out like a sore thumb. But 
those speed bumps only slow the album down, not stop it entirely. This is Us is a fun 
album, drenched in creativity and style. It takes me back to when I was a fan of these 
boys, and while I don’t think they will ever get back to their original status as kings of 
the boy band movement, this album would be argument enough for me to hope that 
they might.
 TuNE IN 

tune in or 
tune out
JONATHAN 
HERNANDEz
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Love! Valour! Compassion! – The Best Production of the year
/ By Ben Ryland / 
I have reviewed Terrence McNally’s Love! Valour! Com-
passion! at least a half-dozen times including the original 
and replacement Broadway casts (for Metro Weekly in DC) 
plus productions in DC, Philly and Baltimore. The layers of 
the script never fail to surprise me with new meanings and 
insights. As the winner of the Tony Award for Best Play in the 
mid-nineties it is a tough, ambitious undertaking for even the 
most accomplished theatre group. Therefore, as consider-
ation of this entire production I will now declare it as the best 
show I have seen this year.
 Unfortunately due to linage, time and requirement of 
real income constraints it is impossible to cover every local 
show. My website helps with linage but unhappily working 
out a schedule to attend plus write reviews takes an enor-
mous amount of time. Now when newspapers are failing 
and struggling to get advertising to survive our readers are 
called upon to support us. Many papers have discontinued 
reviews and when was the last time you have seen a regular 
Entertainment Reporter on a TV news show? So when there 
is a project that far exceeds expectations as this one cur-
rently at the Fells Point Corner Theatre, it’s entirely worth the 
effort to get your tickets to attend and spread the word.
 L!V!C! is, yes, a gay play but it much more than that. 
Death of a Salesman is not about selling products or Mr. 
Roberts about World War II. It is about the humanity of 
the living whether about parents and their children, people 
thrown together in a wartime situation of possible death or a 
group of friends who just happen to be gay.
 If you clear your mind and ride the wave of McNally’s 
emotionally funny script an audience can have that epiphany 
that comes with works of art. Director Fuzz Roark has put 
together a cast of community theatre actors (probably all 
with day jobs) in one of the most emotional roller-coaster 
plays that you may ever see. No other local theatre includ-
ing CenterStage or Everyman (with their union actors and 
big budgets) have mounted this work. Only the little Axis 
Theatre tried many years ago in a very uneven version in 
Baltimore.
 As Gregory (a famous choreographer) and Bobby (his 
blind much younger lover) invite friends to their country 
home for the Memorial Day, July 4th, and Labor Day holi-

days the plot unfolds. Gregory is getting old, his body and 
his muse are failing him. Frustration has set in. Along comes 
Arthur and Perry the perfect couple who have doubts about 
why they are together for life when so many others aren’t. 
Show Queen Buzz relates everything to Broadway musicals 
to escape the realities of his loneliness and health problems 
from being HIV positive. The multi-levels of the set work with 
the characters to bring out the layers of the script. Bravo 
to Fuzz Roark for bringing all of his talents together in one 
incredible work!

 John Jeckyll and his 
twin, James are polar oppo-
sites. John is hated by many 
because of his self-hatred of 
being homosexual. James 
is dying of the plague but 
has a loving positive out-
look that eventually brings 
Buzz into his world. John 
has a boyfriend, Ramon, 
who is young, hot, and rep-
resents all that gay men 
want in this world according 
to most straight people and 
the bitchy queens who can’t 
have them. Truths and con-

Love! Valour! Compassion! - Fells Point 
Corner Theatre, 251 S. Ann St. - www.fpct.org
Weekends until October 18th with a special $10 
performance Thursday October 15th

tradictions abound- just like life.
 Youth is lost on the young, but not on this group. They 
are all gay men, but they are also humans attempting to live 
in a world that is barely accepting them.
 They want to run around and swim in the lake naked. 
Some want hot sex and grab it when it’s offered but in the 
end they are just humans. And they want love…. no more, no 
less.
 There is not a bad performance from any in the cast 
of 7; in fact you will be hard pressed to not be moved at the 
conclusion of the story. There are so many powerful mo-
ments in the script that are brilliantly played that you will 
probably remember this show for a long time.
 L!V!C! is an epic play running more than 3 hours but the 
time flies by as the audience barely notices. They are too 
busy hanging on every word and the witnessing the excep-
tional acting that they are seeing on the Fells Point Theatre 
stage. 

Check out Ben Ryland’s website - www.stagesbaltimore.
wordpress.com
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lively arts // oN THE TUBE The Outrage of Hypocrisy
HBO turns the spotlight on anti-gay but closeted politicians.

“Everybody loves a good outing,” noted Washington Blade 
editor Kevin Naff on the HBO program Outrage, which de-
buted on October 5. Naff was referring to a popular column 
he wrote a couple of years ago where he outed FOX News 
commentator Shepard Smith.
 However, Outrage is not so much about outing TV per-
sonalities. It is a dramatic, fast-paced 90-minute presen-
tation by award-winning filmmaker Kirby Dick (HBO’s Os-
car®-nominated Twist of Faith) that targets politicians who 
happen to be gay but are also officials who fight against 
same-sex marriage, funding for AIDS research and adoption 
by gay parents. He examines the hypocrisy of these clos-
eted politicians who continually vote against gay rights and 
actively campaign against the lgbt community they covertly  
belong to.
 An official selection of the 2009 Tribeca Film Festival, 
Outrage investigates the secret lives of some of the coun-
try’s most powerful policymakers and examines how these 
and other politicians have inflicted damage on millions of 
Americans by opposing lgbt rights.
 Through on-camera interviews, statements made by in-
dividuals who claim to have first- or second-hand knowledge 
of the clandestine sexual exploits of these politicians appear 
credible. Some were even intimidated to “leave town” follow-
ing the politician’s election. The film also explores the main-
stream media’s complicity in keeping those secrets, despite 

the growing efforts to “out” them by gay rights organizations 
and bloggers.
 Using archival news footage and exclusive interviews 
with politicians and members of the media, Outrage probes 
the psychology of a double lifestyle, the ethics of outing clos-
eted politicians, and the double standards that the media 
upholds in its coverage of the sex lives of gay public figures. 
As Barney Frank, perhaps the best-known openly gay mem-
ber of Congress explains, “There is a right to privacy, but not 
a right to hypocrisy. It is very important that the people who 
make the law be subject to the law.”
 The film also focuses on Michael Rogers, a gay activ-
ist and founder of blogACTIVE, a Washington, D.C.-based 
website dedicated to outing closeted public figures. Rogers 
feels it is necessary to expose the hypocrisy of those who 
may live one way in public and another way in private, ex-
plaining that his work is not about outing people who are 
gay, but rather about “reporting on individuals who are work-
ing against the community.” He comes across as gleefully 
eager to go about his business.
 Some of the politicians featured in Outrage were former 
U.S. Senator Larry Craig of Idaho, Florida Governor Charlie 
Crist, National Conservative Political Action Committee Ter-
ry Dolan, U.S. Representative David Dreier of California, for-
mer New York City mayor Ed Koch, former U.S. Representa-

Governor Charlie Crist -- continued on page 26
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With summer now definitely a memory, its 
time to turn again to real estate as the fall 
market begins and buyers start looking for 
Open Houses to attend on crisp Sunday 
afternoons.
 News about real estate in general and 
the Baltimore market in particular continues 
to be cautiously optimistic. Both the Baltimore 
Sun and the Washington Post have recently 
published analyses of regional real estate 
trends, which show positive movement.
 Home sales in the Baltimore region in-
creased by 5%, year over year, in August -
- marking the third consecutive month that 
figures showed increasing sales over the 
previous year. Some of the hardest hit mar-
kets in this region -- suburban counties south 
and west of Washington, D.C. -- also showed 
increasing home sale prices, not just an in-
crease in sales. That could be an indication 
that the foreclosures, which had been slam-
ming existing home prices in those areas, 
are decreasing and these critically ill areas 
are beginning to stabilize.
 The overall economic health of the re-
gion, boosted by the employment engine 
of the nation’s capital, continues to be bet-
ter overall than that of the nation. Mary-
land unemployment is hovering at just over 
7%, more than 2 points under the national 
average.
 And in what might be the best technical 
news we’ve had in months, Fed Chair Ber-
nanke has made a widely publicized state-
ment that the recession is most likely over. 
Recovery will be slow, but the fact that he 
sees economic growth beginning, instead 
of continuing shrinkage, is great news for 
the future. There actually may be light at 

the end of this dark tunnel we’ve been going 
through.
 But that’s not the end of the positive 
news bits: industrial production started to 
rise, retail sales for August were higher than 
expected, and the Dow-Jones Industrial Av-
erage has gone back over 9,700. Banks are 
starting to repay the loans from the Federal 
government that kept them afloat. The coun-
try is starting to feel better.
 First time homebuyers have been com-
ing back from their summer vacations and 
making the phones ring this September. The 
November expiration of the $8,000 tax credit 
seems to be the most likely explanation be-
hind the recent surge in activity. But its also 
true that this is a great time to buy.
 If the recession is now over, home pric-
es will most likely continue to stabilize and 
end their long slide. Home price apprecia-
tion may be a good distance off, but its likely 
that buyers who live in their homes for the 
next 3-5 years will not see further loss in 
equity. So while prices have fallen and are 
nearing the bottom, interest rates continue 
to be very affordable.
 Consumer confidence is the most im-
portant factor in the rebound of the economy 
and the housing sector. The government 
MUST extend the tax credit into 2010 to 
make sure that the progress we’ve made in 
recent months doesn’t fall backwards again 
and that we continue to absorb the short 
sales and foreclosures that are coming.
 With a housing market that’s firmly in 
recovery, with equity in homes stable and 
beginning to make small advances, the pub-
lic will begin to realize that the worst is past 
and that it’s time once again to take a deep 
breath. 

real estate 
today
WAYNE CURTIS

Wayne Curtis has been a licensed real estate 
agent since 1998. His website, www.charmcityre-
alestate.com, is a resource for further real estate 
research, including FAQs, podcasts, blog entries 
and much more. If you have questions you’d like 
to see this column answer, please write him at 
charmcityrealestate@verizon.net
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single 
black sheep
JOSH ATEROVIS

Rules of Gay 
Dating #10: 
Boys Just 
Wanna Have 
fun
Well kids, we made it through nine of my 
Rules for Gay Dating, and since I arbitrarily 
decided I wanted ten of them, that means 
there’s only one left. In some ways, I saved 
the best for last. It’s a simple rule, but one I 
think a lot of people struggle with. Without 
further ado, here’s Rule #10:
 Have fun.
 That’s it. Nothing more complicated 
than that. I think some folks tend to take the 
whole thing a little too seriously. 
Sure, the ultimate goal of dating 
is to find someone with whom 
you’re compatible, who you can 
settle down with and build a life 
together...but that’s the long 
range goal. In the short term, 
just enjoy yourself! The first nine 
rules are important, but if you’re not having 
a good time, they’re useless. First and fore-
most, dating should be fun.
 In a lot of ways, this rule bleeds into all 
the others. The first rule was “Be honest.” 
It’s hard to have fun when you’re busy pre-
tending to be someone else. Unless you’re 
a pathological liar, in which case, there’s no 
hope for you anyway...so stop asking me 
out.
 Rules #2 and 3 go hand in hand: “Know 
who attracts you” and “Have something in 
common.” It’s much easier to relax and en-
joy yourself when your date is your type and 
you have some common ground. That’s not 
to say you can’t still have fun if you find your-
self on a date from hell. It’s just a different 
kind of fun at that point. Sort of like, well, the 
ship’s going down anyway, so I might as well 
play a song.
 Rule #4 was “Know you expectations.” 
This is a big one when it comes to having 

fun. If your expectations are too high, you’re 
probably going to be disappointed or uptight 
on your date. While it’s important to know 
what you expect from a date, or even a rela-
tionship, it’s equally — if not more — impor-
tant to keep those expectations realistic.
 The fifth rule was “Make sure you have 
chemistry.” If you have good chemistry with 
someone, the fun will take care of itself...pro-
viding you don’t get in the way. The next rule 
was “Have a plan.” Having a plan takes a lot 
of the stress away, and allows you to relax 
and appreciate the experience.
 “Be interesting and interested” was Rule 
#7. You’re obviously going to enjoy the date 
more if you find your date engaging, but you 
may find it equally pleasurable when your 
date finds you just as fascinating. With Rule 
#8, “Know what to avoid and when to bail,” 
you’re weeding out the troublemakers who 
take all the fun out of dating. Finally, Rule #9 
stated, “Don’t rush it.” Nothing ruins a date 
quicker than someone moving too fast.
 If you’ve followed all the rules, all that’s 
left is your mindset. Relax, be yourself, and 
have fun!
 Over the course of the last few months, 
several people have pointed out that these 
are more guidelines than hard, fast rules, 
and that they apply to straight people just as 
much as gay and lesbians. Both are true, but 
since I’m a gay man writing for a lgbt news-
paper, I aimed it at my fellow ramblers on the 

Rainbow Road.
 And since I named the 
series, I chose “Rules of Gay 
Dating” since my original point 
was how there didn’t seem to 
be any rule to dating in the mod-
ern age, especially for gay men. 
I could have called it “A Guide 

to Gay Dating,” but that sounds more like 
a book to me. Hmm…maybe there’s some-
thing in that.
 At any rate, the column will continue on 
after the rules. In the next issue of Single 
Black Sheep, I’ll be answering the most oft-
asked question since I started the Rules: 
“These are great and all, but where do I find 
a date in the first place?” So join me next 
time as we explore “The Wild and Wonderful 
World of Gay Dating” or “How do I find me a 
boy?” Until next time…Happy Dating!

* * * *

Have a question about dating or relation-
ships? Or maybe you have a crazy dating 
story to share. If you have a question or sto-
ry, email me at singleblacksheep@joshat-
erovis.com. If I use your story or question in 
a column, you’ll go into a drawing for a copy 
of my new book, All Lost Things, out NOW.
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main in the closet?
 But the Ravens PR manager would not 
allow us to contact Brendon so these ques-
tions remain unanswered.
 Regardless, Brendon Ayanbadejo plays 
big on the gridiron, as he has been selected 
to the Pro Bowl three years in a row. And 
he plays big off the field. This is an ally we 
need if we, as a community, are to reach the 
equality goal line.

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is at www.
stevecharing.blogspot.com  

OuTSPOkEN
-- continued from page 02

cation, your retirement goal, tax strategies, 
and estate planning. If you lack the time, 
knowledge, desire, or discipline to do this 
on your own, then seek out the advice of a 
trusted financial adviser, tax professional, 
and attorney to assist you.
 Best of luck staying focused on the “lit-
tle things” in life and reaching your goal of 
living a heavenly life.

Woody Derricks is President, Partner-
ship Wealth Management, LLC and can be 
reached at 410-732-2633. This article is for 
informational purposes only and is not in-
tended to provide specific advice to any indi-
vidual. Consult your legal, tax, and/or finan-
cial advisor to determine what is appropriate 
for your situation.
 © 2009 Partnership Wealth Manage-
ment, LLC. All rights reserved.Securities 
offered through LPL Financial, Member FIN-
RA/SIPC 570486 08/09 
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leather 
line
RODNEY BURGER

It is hard to believe that October is here al-
ready. We are already seeing much cooler 
temperatures, or as I like to call it: “leather 
weather!”
 C.O.M.M.A.N.D., M.C. kicked off the 
fall season on Friday, October 2nd with their 
second annual Leather Descent Dance at 
the Club Hippo in Baltimore. After a stressful 
week I always look forward to happy hour at 
Leon’s on Friday nights, so I stopped in there 
first. It seems I was not alone. There were so 
many folks in leather at Leon’s that bartend-
er Vernon asked, “What’s going on tonight?” 
I love happy hour at Leon’s! Plus being there 
also gave me a chance to enjoy dinner at 
Nadd’s next door before the dance. If you 
haven’t seen the transformation of the old 
Tyson’s Place you are in for a big surprise!
 Although C.O.M.M.A.N.D.’s dance at 
the Club Hippo was smaller then it was last 
year, it was still lots of fun. Chained Desires 
(136 W. Read St.) was the only vendor this 
year but they brought a great display of 
leather and fetish items. I also enjoyed the 
music, which included more current dance 
music then last time. (I must confess that 
when I saw Mr. Maryland Leather 2009 Rik 
Newton-Treadway dancing to a Cher medley 
out of force of habit, I tipped him a dollar.
 Also Tia looked unbelievable in a 
leather outfit.) I hope that C.O.M.M.A.N.D. 
will continue to host the Leather Descent 
Dance. With the proper publicity it can be a 
big event. (I received a letter about it the day 
after and there was some confusion regard-
ing the dress code. One piece of publicity I 
read said it was formal leather.) I am already 
looking forward to the next Leather Descent 
Ball which I am sure will be even better.
 One of C.O.M.M.A.N.D.’s busiest mem-
bers, Mr. Club XS Leather 2009 David Shov-
er, will be hosting a variety show on October 
24th to benefit the Elizabeth Glazer Pediatric 
AIDS Foundation. The “Studs and Stilettos 
Show” will start at 8 p.m. at the Club XS in 
York, Pa. Admission is just $10. You will also 
have the opportunity to have your picture tak-
en on David’s beautiful motorcycle, lock up 
your friends in the famous C.O.M.M.A.N.D. 
jail cell, and have your boots shined by Dave 
Spellman Mid-Atlantic Community Bootblack 
2008. When the shows ends at 10 p.m., there 
will be dancing to DJ Jazzy Joyce. Sounds 
like a fun evening to me! (Plus I get to be in 
the show and no I am not wearing stilettos!)

 The Manager of Club XS Charles Os-
wald and Baltimore’s Queen of Comedy 
Shawnna Alexander have been announced 
as the emcees for the 20th Annual Mr. Mary-
land Leather Contest to be held at 1pm on 
Saturday, November 7th at the Club Hippo. 
A meet and greet with be held on Friday No-
vember 6th starting at 10 p.m. at the Club 
Phoenix.
 As a salute to twenty years of Mr. Mary-
land Leather, this year’s judging panel will 
be made up of all Mr. Maryland Leather title-
holders. Judging Mr. Maryland Leather 2010 
will be Mr. Maryland Leather 2009 Rik New-
ton-Treadway, Mr. Maryland Leather 2007 
Steve Buettner, Mr. Maryland Leather 2005 
Steve Cather, Mr. Maryland Leather 2000 
Bob Guenther, Mr. Maryland Leather 1998 
Jim Childress, Mr. Maryland Leather 1996 
Greg Satorie, and Mr. Maryland Leather 
1991 Troy Leonheart.
 Den Daddy will be Mr. Maryland Leath-
er 1999 David Allen and Tally Master will be 
Mr. Maryland Leather 2008 Kris DeBlase. 
Mid-Atlantic Leatherboy 2009 boy eddie will 
serve as the Judge’s Boy.
 Following the contest, a catered dinner 
will be held at the Hippo. The ticket for con-
test and dinner is $50. Contest only tickets 
are $25. There is a $5 discount for anyone 
with a club back patch. Dinner tickets must 
be purchased by October 30th. Visit www.
commandmc.org for details.
 October ends with my favorite holiday, 
Halloween. This year it should be even more 
exciting since it falls on a Saturday. The 
place to be for the Leather Community on 
October 31st will be the D.C. Eagle as the 
ShipMates of Baltimore, Highwaymen TNT 
and the Potomac, MC join forces and host 
Leather Sabbat. A $2 donation at the door 
will get you a Leather Sabbat souvenir pin 
and an evening full of surprises. You will not 
want to miss this costume contest!
 What is the deal with the old folks on 
the Baltimore Eagle patio standing around 
texting? (I also think I saw someone twitter-
ing under the Eagle boardwalk!) Oh well, it’s 
leather weather! Get all that leather on and 
come on out and enjoy the fall. 
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tive Jim McCrery of Louisiana, and former 
governor of New Jersey James McGreevey.

OuTRAGE Of HyPOCRASy
-- continued from page 21

 In addition, there were swipes taken at 
one-time head of the Republican National 
Committee and campaign manager Ken 
Mehlman who oversaw the anti-gay GOP 
platform that vigorously opposed same-sex 
marriage during the 2004 election. And a 
clip of David Letterman rightfully confronting 
Mary Cheney for being silent about the issue 
of gay marriage during the 2004 presiden-
tial campaign but speaking out since then 
to push her book was one of the highlights  
of Outrage.
 The one who stands to lose most from 
this film, though. is clearly Charlie Crist. An 
unapologetic defender of his anti-gay stanc-
es despite his alleged furtive lifestyle, Crist 
is viewed as a viable presidential contender 
in 2012.
 Crist, who recently married, reminded 
voters that marriage is a union between a 
man and woman. Yet his opponent, Max 
Linn, told news outlets that Crist twice said 
he was gay - an allegation Crist continues to 
deny, though it has been supported by two 
sources who talked to Broward-Palm Beach 
News Times columnist Bob Norman.
 According to Norman, two men linked 
to Crist abruptly left Florida and did not re-
turn until after he was elected. There have 
been no mainstream press follow-ups. Crist 
was on John McCain’s short list for running 
mate. As we all know, McCain selected Sar-
ah Palin.
 It will be difficult for the GOP to nomi-
nate this relatively moderate Republican 
in 2012 given the rumors about Crist. And 
after this outstanding show has its run and 
the blogosphere takes it from there, the pub-
lic may view other anti-gay politicians a bit 
more suspiciously.

HBO playdates: Oct. 11 (10:30 a.m.), 
14 (4:25 a.m.), 15 (6:00 p.m.), 20 (3:30 
p.m., 12:05 a.m.), 24 (6:30 p.m.) and 30  
(4:00 p.m.)

HBO2 playdates: Oct. 14 (8:00 p.m.), 22 
(12:05 a.m.) and 28 (11:00 a.m.)
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unboxed w/ 
aJar
LARRY L. WALKER

Bracing 
yourself for 
the fall
After my recent break up I decided that in-
stead of jumping headfirst back into the 
scene, that I would do things a little different. 
Instead of finding another man to pour all of 
my love and energy into, I would take care of 
myself, put myself back together.
 I used to think that the acquisition of 
new relationships were termed “falling in 
love” because of the sudden way that they 
happen, but now I see that it is also a lot 
like falling in that when it happens there is a 
good chance that something may fall off, get 
lost, or broken.
 Let me explain. All too often when we 
get into a new relationship immediately our 
focus is shifted from us and our plans to this 
person and this relationship solely. This is 
the reason that, for many of us, the start of 
new relationships means the loss of friends 
or, as in my situation, the gaining of excess 
weight. When my ex and I first got together 
I weighed 175 lbs., and within four months I 
had gained 30 lbs. People would always re-
mark to me that this was a sign of a happy 
and healthy relationship, but I beg to differ.
 While at that point I was happy, plac-
ing myself and health on the back burner is 
anything but healthy. As for those things that 
had fallen off during the fall, most I hadn’t 
noticed until after the relationship had ended 
and I was charged with the responsibility of 
putting myself together again.
 There all around me I were the hobbies 
that I enjoyed, friends that I loved, and a size 
38 waistline all left to be reckoned with. I 
know that many of you understand exactly 
where I’m coming from. After you break up 
you realize that it’s been years since you’ve 
done some of your favorite things, and why? 
Because you fell and when you collected 
yourself you began not making sure that all 
of you was there, but borrowing pieces of 
your mate.
 I know that the melding of worlds is an 
important aspect of starting a new union, but 
merging is not replacing. We need to work 

on keeping as much of ourselves intact as 
possible because the truth of the matter is 
that people fall in love with the way that you 
treat yourself and with the high regard to 
which you hold yourself. In my opinion the 
loss of oneself is one of the main reasons 
that relationships end.
 I won’t say that I completely lost or di-
vorced myself for my ex, but in the begin-
ning I did unknowingly sacrifice many of 
my standards and morals as not to alienate 
him, which is equally bad. Relationships are 
where we gain strength in many of our moral 
convictions and build much of our worldview. 
Yet if one is “faking the funk” then what he 
gains is less likely to be applicable to who 
he is truly; thus when the relationship is over 
a lot of re-realizing of one’s identity must be 
done.
 Avoid this at all cost.
 No matter how awesome or “fly” you 
think a person is never lose sight of your 
own self-worth, that thing that makes you fly. 
For it is through our self-worth that we teach 
people how and how not to treat us, what we 
will and will not put up with, and those things 
that are vital to a healthy relationship.
 Let me be clear, change is an important 
part of life and in no way am I saying that the 
person that you are before you enter into a 
relationship should be exactly who you are 
during and after that experience. Be true to 
your core values and inner-self at all times, 
and to realize that for any relationship to 
work we must make sure that it is equally 
beneficial to all parties involved.
 For it is when we don’t have that much 
needed reciprocity that we feel depleted and 
empty when the situation is over; thus leav-
ing us with baggage and past relationships 
woes that no one needs or wants. 
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 COuNSELING

 HEALTH  MASSAGE

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Professional services

 DENTAL  CLEANING  ADvERTISE HERE
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 CONTRACTOR

 ATTORNEy  TAx SERvICES  TRAvEL

 COMPuTER

 fINANCIAL

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

Call 410-244-6780 To adverTiSe.

 ELECTRICIAN

Professional services

 PET SuPPLIES

Contact Us Today for a Free
Domestic Partner Planning Guide

(410) 732-2633(410) 732-2633(410) 732-2633(410) 732-2633(410) 732-2633
1819 Thames Street

Baltimore, MD 21231

Securities offered through LPL Financial.
Member FINRA/SIPC

partnershipwealthmanagement.com
partnershipwm@lpl.com

Woody DerricksWoody DerricksWoody DerricksWoody DerricksWoody Derricks,
President

 ADvERTISE HERE
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