
the Maryland Court of Special Appeals – 
heartbreaking, position if the relationship 
with the biological parent fails. 

Michelle and Brittany Conover began 
their relationship in 2002. In 2010, the pair, 
who could not legally wed in Maryland or 
the District of Columbia (where they re-
sided at the time), decided to have a child 
together. 

Michelle and Brittany selected a sperm 
donor to match Michelle’s features. Brit-
tany was artificially inseminated and gave 
birth to the couple’s son, Jaxon, on April 
4, 2010. Brittany was listed as the child’s 
mother on the birth certificate, but no fa-

school talked to some of 
his counselors at the mid-
dle school and were very 
proactive and accommo-
dating. He was allowed to 
use whatever bathroom he 
felt comfortable with, a lot 
of teachers emailed each 
other so he did not need 
to have those conversa-
tions, and he was allowed 
to push PT down the road 
a couple of years to figure 
out what he wanted to do. 

However, Eli said he 
also faced problems that 
led to an assault in a bath-
room because of his gen-
der identity. This assault 

and other problems he faced easily could 
have been avoided had the high school 
been more sensitive and flexible, par-
ticularly around the use of his birth name 
rather than his preferred name in situ-
ations where his legal name was not re-
quired such as his Gmail account. “It was 
a very personal thing with me; there were 
students in my class that weren’t aware of 
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Why You Still Need a Second-Parent Adoption

by baltimore outloud staff
On Wednesday a week ago, Eli Sauerwalt 
was in Annapolis doing something that not 
many 16-year-old high school students 
do: He was testifying before the Maryland 
General Assembly’s Joint Committee on 
Children Youth and Families. Eli, a female-
to-male transgender student at a Howard 
County high school, was one of six people 
who presented evidence on the state of 
LGBTQ youth in Maryland.

The experiences of four other Mary-
land young gay and transgender people 
were highlighted at the hearing, but Eli was 
the only youth that testified in person. The 
others were DiJohn Thomas, a 22-year-
old African-American gay man; Trixie (a 
pseudonym), a transgender woman; June 

Do (also a pseudonym), a teenage trans-
gender woman; and a 21-year-old trans-
gender woman who was not named, 

The September 8 hearing was arranged 
by the Youth Equality Alliance (YEA), a 
two-year-old coalition of organizations that 
advocate to improve the lives of LGBTQ 
children and youth, with a particular focus 
on schools, foster care, juvenile services, 
and housing. In August of 2014, YEA re-
leased Living on the Margins, a first-of-its-
kind report on the experience of the state’s 
LGBTQ youth with foster care, education, 
and juvenile services. Committee mem-
bers had been provided with Living on the 
Margins and witnesses used the hearing to 
highlight issues, update the statistics and 
stress the urgency of the problems many 
LGBTQ youth face. 

YEA asked Delegate Mary Washington, 
an out lesbian and strong supporter of its 
work to open the hearing. She thanked her 

colleagues for their will-
ingness to hear and learn 
as the legislators devel-
oped policies and budget 
priorities and noted the 
importance of having safe 
and affirming space for 
all of Maryland’s children, 
but particularly those in 
the state’s care. She said 
that addressing the needs 
of LGBTQ youth is a 
“challenge we need to do 
something about.” 

The committee heard 
from five professionals 
who worked with and ad-
vocate for LGBTQ youth. 
But it was Eli who brought 
a human face to the many statistics and 
stories that other witnesses provide to the 
committee. He is a high school junior who 
started transition over the summer be-
tween middle and high school. He testified 
about his experience in transitioning while 
in school and was appreciative of some of 
the efforts school staff made to address his 
circumstances. He said that as he entered 
high school, the counselors at the high 
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Same-sex couples with 
families often hesitate to 
go through the time and ex-
pense of a second-
parent adoption. A 
second-parent adop-
tion is a court pro-
ceeding in which the 
non-biological parent 
asks the court for full 
parental rights to the 
couple’s child (or children). 
Once granted, the parental 
rights of the non-biological 

parent are identical to those of the biologi-
cal parent. However, the second-parent 
adoption adds yet one more step to what 
has often been an expensive and some-
times difficult process of building a family, 

and so sometimes couples will 
“put it off” until later. 

In addition, some may be-
lieve the second-parent adop-
tion is unnecessary with the 
passage of marriage equal-
ity. Unfortunately, without the 
protection of a second-parent 

adoption, the non-biological parent is 
in a precarious – and, as highlighted in 
Conover v. Conover, a recent case from 

eli 
sauerwalt

—continued on page 4

Lessons 
from Real 

Life

actor Neil Patrick Harris & husband david burtka, with their 
children Harper burtka-Harris and Gideon burtka-Harris   
credit: Alberto E. Rodriguez/WireImage

by aNNa s. sHoll 
& CHeryl a. JoNes
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ther was identified. Michelle never formally 
adopted Jaxon through a second-parent 
adoption proceeding.

Michelle and Brittany subsequently 
married on September 28, 2012 in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Unfortunately, after living 
together as a family for approximately 17 
months, Michelle and Brittany decided to 
separate and eventually divorce.

After their separation, Brittany prevent-
ed Michelle from visiting Jaxon. As part of 
the divorce proceedings, Michelle sought 
visitation rights, claiming that she satis-
fied the legal requirements to obtain “pa-
ternity rights” under Maryland law. Brittany 
argued that Michelle was merely an unre-
lated third-party with no parental rights.

Following an evidentiary hearing, the 
Circuit Court for Washington County found 
that Michelle had no paternity rights under 
the law. In making the decision, the court 
focused on the fact that Michelle and Brit-
tany could have legally married before Jax-
on’s birth either in the District of Columbia, 
or in one of three other states allowing 
same-sex marriage at the time. Further, 
the court noted that Michelle did not for-
mally adopt Jaxon, despite having signifi-
cant time to do so. Thus, although Jaxon 
shared her last name, the court found that 
Michelle was merely a non-biological, non-
adoptive third-party seeking visitation of 
Jaxon. As a result, the Circuit Court denied 
Michelle’s request for visitation.

Michelle appealed this ruling to the 
Maryland Court of Special Appeals, hoping 
to have the lower court’s ruling reversed. 
However, despite her arguments and the 
efforts of Free State Legal and Equal-
ity Maryland, both of which filed briefs 
on Michelle’s behalf, the Court of Special 
Appeals affirmed the decision of the Cir-
cuit Court. It held that “under the circum-
stances presented here, absent a change 
in Maryland’s statutory or common law, the 
non-biological, non-adoptive parent cannot 
prevail over an objection to custody and 
visitation by the biological mother.” In so 
holding, the court noted that existing case 
law “would appear to indicate that mar-
riage in and of itself alone does not confer 
parental status to contest child access op-
posed by a biological parent.” 

This case does not address how the 
outcome would differ, if at all, if the couple 
had been married prior to Jaxon’s birth. 
However, the case demonstrates that 
Maryland law, as it currently stands, fails 
to address the unique circumstances fac-
ing same-sex families. Thus, without leg-

 News // LOCAL

wHy you still Need a 
seCoNd-PareNt adoPtioN

– continued from page 1 
islative change, same-sex couples should 
continue to protect themselves and their 
families by completing second-parent 
adoptions soon after the birth of their chil-
dren, whether the couple is married or not. 
Otherwise, same-sex couples with families 
that are facing divorce or separation may 
find themselves neck deep in tiring (and 
expensive) legal battles regarding the cus-
tody of their children. 

Cheryl A. Jones, Esq. and Anna S. 
Sholl, Esq. are attorneys at Pessin Katz 
Law, P.A., whose practice includes estate 
planning for same-sex couples, second-
parent adoptions, and other family building 
issues. Cheryl can be reached at 410-769-
6141 or cjones@pklaw.com, and Anna can 
be reached at 410-769-6152 or asholl@
pklaw.com. To learn more about second-
parent adoptions, and other important 
steps LGBT couples can take to protect 
themselves and their families, join Cheryl 
and Anna for a Complimentary Estate 
Planning Seminar and Expo on Thursday, 
October 8, 2015 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at PK 
Law, 901 Dulaney Valley Road, Suite 400. 
RSVP to Rhonda King at rking@pklaw.com 
or 410-938-8800. t



4 t  baltimore outloud    SEPTEMBER 18, 2015 •  baLtiMoreoutLoud.CoM

Venue for 2015 Pride block party 
credit: Marti Wormuth
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Hears from lGbt youtH
– continued from page 1

my situation that were made aware of my 
situations by this.” A foreseeable conse-
quence of this insensitive “outing” was the 
physical assault, which Eli made clear the 
school did nothing about in response to a 
question from Delegate Kathryn Aszali. He 
also said, “A lot of the ways teachers were 
talking to me trickled down to the students 
and those situations were brought up by 
the students,” who assaulted him. He said, 
“One thing that could have made that year, 
and the year after that, so much better, 
I would have felt so much safer going to 
school every day, would be knowing that 
teachers and people around me were there 
to protect me, were educated enough on 
my situation to make sure I was really okay 
with whatever I needed to do. [However], 
they weren’t looking at me as someone 
they needed to look out for. They were 
looking at me as someone to teach.” On a 
positive note, he said that after two years 
of isolation and struggle, “I started the 
physical transaction with hormones and 
surgery and I came back this year and I felt 
that once I looked normal, all the students 
and teachers were friendly and could actu-
ally focus on my education and the things I 
want to do in the world.” 

Eli expressed concerns about other 
transgender youth he knows at school and 
in closing he said, “So I like to ask you to 
show us that we deserve to have safety as 
any other person, show us that we can be 
looked in the eye when we are spoken to, 
show us that our names cannot be used as 
an attack, and more than anything show us 
that we are people, not just trans people.” 
The committee vice chair thanked Eli “for 
this very personal testimony that is very 
helpful.”

Saida Agostini, director of community 
engagement and youth policy at FreeState 
Legal, and YEA coordinator, spoke pas-
sionately about the challenges facing LG-
BTQ youth. She cited a 2013 Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention survey that 
found that 42% of Maryland LGBT youth 
had seriously considered suicide within the 
previous 12 months in contrast to 13% of 
heterosexual young people. She said that 
these youth are not safe at home; a third 
faced physical violence, and are asked 
to leave their homes. Echoing Delegate 
Washington, she stressed that rejection is 
a recurring theme in the lives of LGBTQ 
youth that shows up time and time again. 
“LGBTQ youth are rejected by their fami-
lies, rejected in their communities, rejected 
in their classrooms and are at risk.” She 
said this rejection is the leading indicator 

for why LGBTQ youth, especially of color, 
are at increased risk of detainment, arrest, 
and involvement in the juvenile justice sys-
tem; rejection is an even more important 
determinant than drug use or unsafe ac-
tivities with their friends. When they are in 
state care, they continue to be at risk with 
as many as 70% reporting being the vic-
tim of physical violence in a foster or group 
home and approximately 80% of juvenile 
justice professionals citing physical safety 
as a critical problem for LGBTQ youth in 
juvenile justice facilities. She asked the 
committee to think about young people in 
our state who desperately need teachers, 
foster care workers, and DJS profession-
als and others to go to who will honor them 
as they are. She urged the committee to 
mandate that state agencies address 
these concerns and develop policies and 
internal procedures to improve their work 
with LGBTQ youth. She also asked the 
committee to make 
recommendations to 
the Legislature and 
the general public on 
policies that will sup-
port LGBTQ youth.

Michael Franklin, 
co-chair of the Gay, 
Lesbian, Straight 
Education Network 
(GLSEN) Baltimore 
and STAR TRACK 
Adolescent Health 
Program of the Uni-
versity of Maryland 
School of Medicine, 
provided an over-
view of the issues 
faced by LGBTQ 
youth in education 
and the potential long-term impact that 
being forced from school because of bul-
lying and safety concerns can have on 
a person’s employability. He discussed 
a 21-year-old transgender woman who 
dropped out of school and refused to re-
turn because she felt unsafe due to her 
gender identity. 

Williams said that schools also can be 
a safe place and that GLSEN’s National 
School Climate Survey has identified four 
ways to accomplish this – cultural compe-
tency training, inclusive curriculum, diver-
sity clubs, and comprehensive anti-bully-
ing policies. He discussed how Trixie, as 
a gender non-conforming young person, 
had no safe space in her personal life, but 
found safety in school because one class 
at school was a safe space for her time 
and time again. It was where Trixie felt 
most comfortable and helped her to make 
it to graduation.

Williams asked that state education de-
partment (MSDE) develop a comprehen-
sive local anti-bullying policy, a mechanism 
for oversight and accountability, and man-
datory training. He also said that MSDE 
has draft policies on transgender students 
that should be mandated statewide.

DiJohn’s testimony was delivered by 
Ingrid Loferes, of the Homeless Persons 
Representation Project, because DiJohn 
was unable to come. “I will do my best to 
channel [DiJohn’s] energy, passion, cour-
age, and commitment to make things bet-
ter for other young people” she said. Di-
John entered foster care system at age 
6 and bounced between placements. He 
never knew how his peers, his foster par-
ents or staff at the next group home would 
respond to him being gay. Some staff re-
sponded negatively and his peers would 
respond with fists. She quotes DiJohn, 
“Most of the time I would fight or people 

wouldn’t like me be-
cause I was gay.” He 
eventually turned 
to “survival sex” 
to meet his basic 
needs, something 
Loferes said LGBTQ 
youth are seven 
times more likely to 
do than their hetero-
sexual counterparts. 
In closing, she quot-
ed DiJohn saying, 
“It is not about me; 
it is not about what 
I have been through 
and the experiences 
I described. It is 
about the other kids 
coming up behind 

me. I may not be what I want to be yet 
in life, but I am exactly in the right place 
because I am in front of this committee 
speaking about what I truly believe in. We 
are your kids. You’re the state; we are tak-
en care of by you.”

Jenny Egan, a juvenile delinquency as-
sistant public defender in Baltimore City, 
testified about June’s tragic story and ex-
perience with the juvenile justice system 
as a transgender youth. Egan said June 
grew up in foster care and “is the perfect 
young person to come to talk to this com-
mittee about her experiences with the ju-
venile justice system, but June can’t be 
here today because she is behind bars at 
the Juvenile Justice Center, a facility for 
young men.” According to Egan, June’s 
case worker, lawyer and Juvenile Court 
magistrate that has had her case since she 
was very young, refuse to use her chosen 
name, even in casual conversations. Egan 

said, “Today, tonight she will be housed as 
a boy. She will be called ‘he’ and’ him’ and 
more often than not at every stage in the 
system, June’s identity is denied.” Egan 
said the juvenile justice system is charac-
terized by a profound lack of acceptance 
of LGBTQ youth, based in part on some 
myths, including the myth that these youth 
by virtue of their age can’t identify as LG-
BTQ. Egan said that this is simply untrue 
and sexual orientation and gender identity 
for many is established at a very young 
age. She said the treatment of LGBTQ 
youth by the juvenile justice system does 
not have to be unaccepting and its facilities 
violent toward LGBTQ youth. There are 
model policies around the country includ-
ing as close as Washington, D.C. She said 
that Maryland must do better, and “until we 
address their needs, Maryland is neither a 
safe nor a Freestate for LGBT youth.” 

Patrick Paschall, executive director of 
FreeState Legal said that his organiza-
tion hears every day about students being 
denied the right to establish gay/straight 
alliance groups or being bullied and then 
punished under zero tolerance policies for 
being victimized because they are LGBT. 
He focused his testimony on the recom-
mendations YEA has put forward, includ-
ing systemic policy changes to ensure safe 
and affirming spaces in education, foster 
care, juvenile justice, and in housing. He 
said the first step is a needs assessment 
in all of these systems to identify gaps and 
start resolving them. He noted that there 
are people at DHR, in education, at DSS 
that are helping but there is no systemic 
approach at the agency level to identify 
the gaps and address them immediately. 
In addition, there is a need for statewide 
policies that explicitly prohibits discrimi-
nation in all of these systems. Paschall’s 
third recommendation is for cultural com-
petence training in all of these systems so 
that front line workers and the people who 
set policy understand the needs of LGBTQ 
youth in our state.

Representatives of the Department of 
Human Resources were present and were 
asked to discuss the agency’s efforts to 
address the needs of LGBTQ youth. Rep-
resentatives said that discrimination is to-
tally unacceptable and that efforts are be-
ing made to improve practice, To date DHR 
has revised policies to allow youth to wear 
the clothing that represented them, estab-
lished a page on its youth website for LG-
BTQ youth, included a chapter on LGBTQ 
youth in the Foster Youth Handbook, co-
sponsored an LGBTQ Youth Summit with 
the Foster Care Court Improvement Proj-
ect, and mandated that all child welfare 
staff view an webinar on LGBTQ youth. t

“A 2013 Center for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention survey 

that found that 42% 
of Maryland LGBT 

youth had seriously 
considered suicide 

within the previous 12 
months in contrast to 
13% of heterosexual 

young people.”
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free; Humanities Building Room 101 on 
AACC’s Arnold campus, 101 College Park-
way.

October 15 – 12:30 to 1:45 p.m. Discus-
sion, “Why is American Music So Gay? – 
Aaron Copland and the Sound of American 
Orchestral Music,” featuring Chris Ballengee, 
Ph.D., assistant professor of music. Cade 
Center for Fine Arts Room 124 on AACC’s 
Arnold campus, 101 College Parkway.

 October 18 – 10 a.m. to noon AACC 
Rainbow Network 5K Rainbow Run; noon to 
2 p.m. post-run party; part of Anne Arundel 
Community College’s celebration of National 
Coming Out Week; race begins and ends at 
Siegert Field on the AACC Arnold campus, 
101 College Parkway; register by Sept. 28 
for a free T-shirt; entry fee is $25 by October 
5 and $30 after October 5; children aged 7 
and under are free; sponsored by the AACC 
Rainbow Network, with proceeds benefitting 
the Lambda scholarship; for information or 
for a registration form, visit Aacc.edu/rain-
bow or contact Lynne Edwards, ledwards@
aacc.edu or Betty Hession, ejhession@aacc.
edu. t

Looking to improve care for older LGBT indi-
viduals who often live alone, Chase Brexton 
Health Care has launched SAGECAP Balti-
more, an initiative that will provide resources, 
education and support for informal, unpaid 
LGBT caregivers in the community.

Through a partnership with SAGE – Ser-
vices & Advocacy for Gay, Lesbian, and Bi-
sexual & Transgender Elders – the LGBT 
Health Resource Center of Chase Brexton 
will provide support groups for caregiv-
ers; one-on-one counseling to caregivers; 
referrals to financial, legal and medical as-
sistance; and other information and training 
in a safe and welcoming environment. Ser-
vices are available to unpaid caregivers who 
identify as LGBT themselves and/or care for 
someone who identifies as LGBT, helping 
them navigate their current situation and plan 
for future needs.

Providing long-term care can feel over-
whelming, and can often be even more of 
a challenge for members of the LGBT com-
munity, who may be isolated, living without 
family and lacking good access to services. 
Despite recent progress, accessing services 
can be difficult and uncomfortable, and LGBT 

News // LOCAL

Anne Arundel Community College will cel-
ebrate National Coming Out Week with a va-
riety of speakers, discussions and activities. 
Events are still being added. For the latest 
information, visit Aacc.edu/gss/comingout-
week.cfm or Bit.ly/1N6Ie7g. Unless other-
wise stated, the events are free.

October 12 – 2 to 4 p.m. Guest speaker, 
“Give Voice to Your Truth,” featuring TED talk 
speaker Ash Beckham, part of Anne Arundel 
Community College’s celebration of Na-
tional Coming Out Week. Beckham became 
known after her TED talk, “Coming Out of 
Your Closet” followed by a speech in Boul-
der, Colorado, “I’m SO GAY.” Her talks focus 
on the importance of acceptance, empathy 
and conversation; sponsored by the AACC 
Office of Student Engagement; Cade Center 
for Fine Arts Room 219 on AACC’s Arnold 
campus, 101 College Parkway.

October 12 – 4 to 6 p.m. Film, “Out and 
Around,” part of Anne Arundel Community 
College’s celebration of National Coming 
Out Week; free; for location, check the web-
site listed above. 

October 13 – noon to 5 p.m. Panel dis-
cussions, “Contemporary Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender Issues”; local advo-
cates will discuss their experiences in “Ac-
tivism” from 12:30 to 2 p.m. and spiritual 
leaders and scholars will discuss the role of 
“Faith” in LGBT life from 3 to 5 p.m. as part of 
Anne Arundel Community College’s celebra-
tion of National Coming Out Week.

October 14 – 10 to 11 a.m. “Transitions,” 
AACC graduate Patricia Smiley discusses 
her experiences of coming out and living as 
both a transgender woman and as a lesbian, 
part of Anne Arundel Community College’s 
celebration of National Coming Out Week; 

Coming Out Week 
at Anne Arundel 

Community College

aging adults access services at a lower rate 
that the rest of the population. Education is 
key to finding these services and programs, 
and can help keep a loved one home where 
they want to reside.

“In Baltimore, our elders face many chal-
lenges including transportation, food access, 
medication management, ability to afford re-
quired home repairs and home modification 
services,” said Arnold Eppel, Baltimore City’s 
director of the division of aging & care servic-
es. “It is wonderful to know that those older 
adults who may face an additional discrimi-
nation or have worries about accessing care 
and services, have a new way to connect to 
the services they so vitally need.”

According to SAGE, approximately 80 
percent of long-term care in the U.S. is pro-
vided by family members. However, LGBT 
older adults are often estranged from their 
families and lack this crucial support network. 
Further, LGBT older adults are twice as likely 
to live alone, three times more likely to be 
childless and more likely to care for a loved 
one.

“The reality is that many more LGBT old-
er adults are cut off from family and depend 
heavily on support from friends and other 
caregivers,” said Nate Sweeney, executive 
director of Chase Brexton’s LGBT Health 

Chase Brexton Health 
Care Launches New 
Program for Elders

marking the opening of saGeCaP, for 
lGbt seniors, at Chase brexton

Resource Center. “Through SAGECAP we 
can connect LGBT caregivers and elders to 
culturally competent and welcoming service 
providers. We’re encouraged by the tremen-
dous response from Baltimore area provid-
ers who want to help improve critical services 
for the often isolated and marginalized LGBT 
population.”

As part of SAGECAP Baltimore, Chase 
Brexton vets services providers before part-
nering with or recommending them, ensuring 
they can help LGBT individuals comfortably 
access services. Chase Brexton staff are 
also offering LGBT cultural sensitivity train-
ing to community organizations that provide 
services to older adults.

SAGECAP Baltimore builds upon an in-
novative program originally launched in New 
York City in 2009 and is supported by the 
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation. 
Locally, the initiative is part of Weinberg’s 
“Making Maryland the Best Place to Grow 
Old” initiative.

SAGECAP Baltimore also builds on 
Chase Brexton’s strong history. Since its 
founding in 1978 as a volunteer-run, gay 
health clinic, Chase Brexton has supported 
the LGBT community even as it has grown 
and expanded into a major primary health 
care provider. t

 

ash 
beckham
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8 after spending a week there on federal con-
tempt of court charges resulting from her re-
fusal to issue licenses to same-sex couples. 
One of the conditions of her release was that 
she not interfere with her deputies, who have 
been issuing the documents as required by 
law. (Seattle Gay News – Mike andrew at 
Sgn.org)

U of Tennessee 
says use gender-
neutral pronouns

Knoxville, tenn. – The University of 
Tennessee has told its staff and students to 
stop calling each other “he,” “she,” “him” and 
“her” – and to start referring to one another 
with terms like “xe,” “zir,” and “xyr” instead.

The Knox-
ville branch of 
the public uni-
versity, which 
has 27,400 
students, sent 
a memo to its 
members filled 
with unusual 
new parts of 
speech to avoid 
referring to any-

body’s gender. According to a gay rights 
official at the university, the new language 
regime will make the university “welcoming 
and inclusive” and stop people feeling “mar-
ginalized.”

Donna Braquet, who runs the university’s 
Pride Center, wrote the guidelines, which 
are accompanied with a long table demon-
strating how to replace the regular parts of 
speech. She also advises staff members not 
to call roll in class, and to instead greet every 
student by asking them to announce their 
name and pronoun of preference. Instead of 
“he” and “she,” Braquet suggests four alter-
natives.

One is the commonplace strategy of us-
ing “they,” “them” and “their” for individuals 
rather than groups.

She also suggests “ze” and “xe” – both 
pronounced “zhee” – and a variety of sec-
ondary conjugations to be used for anybody 
who rejects the traditional gender binary. 
Braquet wrote: “When our organizational 
culture shifts to where asking for chosen 
names and pronouns is the standard prac-
tice, it alleviates a heavy burden for persons 
already marginalized by their gender expres-
sion or identity.” 

The university published the instruc-

Teen claims 
sexual assault 
by transgender 
Airbnb host 

madrid, spain – An American from Mas-
sachusetts has claimed he was sexually as-
saulted by his Transgender Airbnb host dur-
ing a trip to Spain and locked up inside of the 
host’s fourth-floor apartment in Madrid. Ja-
cob Lopez, 19, reportedly began messaging 
his mother on July 4 and asking her for help. 

In a series of messages, Lopez reported 
his host, who was born a male but lives as 
a female, had locked him in the apartment 
and was begging him to engage in a sexual 
act or face consequences. The host claimed 
whatever happened was consensual and 

said Lopez is 
transphobic.

The host 
began “rat-
tling knives 
around in 
the kitchen 
drawer” after 
she “ordered 
him to take 
off his pants”’ 
and threat-
ened Lopez 
with sleeping 
in the streets 
without his 

belongings, the New York times reported. 
Fearing the host had a weapon and that he 
would not be able to leave, Lopez “chose 
not to try to fight his way out” and later told 
his mother he “was sexually assaulted that 
night” Lopez said: “I was telling myself that I 
was going to have to kill her or she was go-
ing to kill me.” The alleged attacker eventu-
ally let Lopez leave after he told her he was 
supposed to meet with friends who knew 
where he was staying and they would come 
looking for him if he didn’t show up. The ver-
sion of event described by Lopez matched 
the account he gave to Madrid police. 

Nick Papas, an Airbnb spokesman, told 
Mail Online: “While the issue of sexual as-
sault is a global challenge – and different 
laws in different countries impact what a 
web platform can do to help – there is noth-
ing more important to us than the safety 
of our community.” t (daily Mail.com – by 
evan bleier at dailymail.co.uk/news/arti-
cle-3199338/american-tourist-Jacob-Lopez-
claims-transexual-airbnb-host-Madrid-sex-
ually-assaulted-him.html)

Armed 
‘Christian 
Patriots’ vow to 
protect antigay 
Kentucky court 

rowan County, Kentucky – A self-ap-
pointed “Christian Patriot” militia will be at the 
Rowan County, Kentucky, courthouse when 
Kim Davis returns to her job as County Clerk. 
The Oath Keepers militia said they would pro-
tect Davis and prevent federal marshals from 
re-arresting her if she tries to prevent deputy 
clerks from issuing marriage licenses to Les-
bian and Gay couples. Armed Oath Keepers 
have previously blocked U.S. Marshals from 
arresting cattle rancher Cliven Bundy for ille-
gally grazing his cattle on protected federal 
land in a 2014 standoff at his ranch. They also 
appeared in Ferguson, Missouri, claiming to 
“help” police keep order in the town during 
protests after the police shooting of Michael 
Brown. 

Oath Keepers founder Stewart Rhodes 
announced that he had reached out to Davis’ 
lawyers at Liberty Counsel to offer the pro-
tection of his group, which he says is already 
forming a presence in Rowan County. Rhodes 
said in a statement that his offer has nothing 
to do with same-sex marriage, but is based 
on his conviction that Davis had been illegally 
detained by the federal judge who held her 
in contempt for violating multiple court orders. 
Rhodes said that the Rowan County sheriff 
should have blocked U.S. Marshals from de-
taining Davis, but since neither the sheriff nor 
the Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear were 
willing to act on behalf of Davis, the Oath 
Keepers would do so instead.

Davis was released from jail September 

compiled by Jim becker

beyoNd tHe beltway

tions on its website after they were emailed 
to every member of the university by the in-
stitution’s Vice Chancellor for Diversity. Of-
ficials have since insisted the guidelines are 
not compulsory and that they do not want to 
“dictate speech.” 

After a backlash from critics who called 
the proposals “ridiculous” and “absurd,” the 
university clarified that nobody would be 
forced into using the terms. A statement from 
a university spokesman said: “We would like 
to offer clarification of the statements that 
have been made referring to gender-neutral 
language. There is no mandate or official 
policy to use the language. The information 
provided in our Office of Diversity and Inclu-
sion newsletter was offered as a resource 
to our campus community on inclusive 
practices. We recognize that most people 
prefer to use the pronouns he and she; we 
do not dictate speech. We do strive to be a 
diverse and inclusive campus and to ensure 
that everyone feels welcome, accepted, and 
respected.” (daily Mail.com – Kieran Corco-
ran at dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3214567/
university-tennessee-tells-staff-students-
stop-using-switch-xe-zir-xyr-instead.html)

Cousin says 
family of gay 
man TV shooter 
accepted him 

roanoke, Virginia – Guynell Flanagan, 
first cousin of Vester Flanagan, the man who 
murdered WBDJ-TV reporter Alison Parker 
and cameraman Adam Ward on live televi-
sion on August 26, spoke with the daily Mail 
about how the family is coping with the heart-
breaking situation. Shortly after the killings, 
Flanagan emailed a 23-page manifesto to 
ABC News describing that his motivation for 
the killings were a result of mistreatment he 
felt he received for being black and gay.

“He wrote the manifesto,” Guynell said, 
“but [the family] don’t believe a lot of what’s 
being said about him. We know Vester in dif-
ferent ways.” 

“The whole family knew he was gay,” she 
continued. “We accepted him. He’s not the 
only one in the family who’s gay and, person-
ally, I couldn’t care less.” Guynell explained 
that the last time she actually saw Flanagan 
was in November 2013, when she invited him 
and a male companion over for Thanksgiving 
dinner. She is not sure whether the man was 
a boyfriend or just a friend, and she didn’t ask. 
(Q- Notes online & LGbtQ Nation at Qnotes.
com & Lgbtqnation.com)

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.

Protecting the 
‘Homeland’?

 Jacob lopez
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The days and weekend ended with the 
sounds of nature, the fresh and cool moun-
tain air, games of cards and chess. One 
felt pleasantly disconnected from the 21st 
century and surrounded by serenity. 

Seeing the beauty in the night sky, the 
lightning storms in the distance and the out-
line of the mountains is something that I do 
not see often. When I was in Lost River, West 
Virginia, not only was my appreciation for na-
ture reestablished, the beauty in a different 
way of life was revealed once again. t 

by eriC Vooys
As a child I went on numerous camp-
ing trips with my family. Not to mention 
the weeks spent in a teepee on a Native 
American Reservation in north Wisconsin. 
I believe that these trips have opened my 
eyes to the benefits that being in nature 

can have on the unexposed. If your time 
spent away from the fast-paced life that 
some crave is overdue, I suggest making 
your way to a town that is literally off the 
map – at least Verizon Wireless’s map – 
and go to Lost River, West Virginia. 

We originally had plans to go camp-
ing at an establishment called Big Ridge 

Campground, but were able to get in touch 
with a friend who owns a house in the area 
and conjured an invite. The 360-degree 
view of mountains and forest was calm-
ing and serene – something that does not 
come easily in my area without hearing car 
horns, sirens, and helicopters. After set-
tling into our weekend dwelling, we decid-
ed to go on a little adventure. Mind you, we 
did not have cell service because we were 
literally off of the grid, but we got by with 
street signs and asking for directions (just 
once!). The place is full of farms, ponds, 
fresh air, and mountains. 

We found an old barn turned museum/
craft shop and decided to check it out. 
There we met a very friendly, now local 
artist who used to work at UMD Baltimore. 
It was nice to talk to someone from home. 
Inside the museum they had countless 
pieces of history and records of the lives 
of people from Lost River. Everything from 
original clothing to agricultural tools were 
on display. The upstairs included countless 
beautiful pieces from local artists, many of 
which were made by our friend from Bal-
timore. 

We eventually found the campground 
that we were originally supposed to stay 
and decided to take a look around. The site 
didn’t look bad and I would have been fine 
with pitching a tent to enjoy the beautiful 
weekend. 

There are many things to do in the area, 
such as taking a trip to the trout pond, a 
local swimming hole, or going for a dip in 
the pool at the state park – horseback rid-
ing and hiking are also available. Within the 
park you will find Robert E. Lee’s father’s 
summer home converted into a museum, in 
addition to cabins that look comfortable for 
at least four if camping isn’t your thing.

We finally found The Guesthouse, the 

  out iN tHe Valley

gay mecca in Lost River, which sits on a pic-
turesque property and has a very welcom-
ing interior that is managed and operated by 
very kind, down-to-earth people. They have 
an outdoor pool and cabins for rent. One 
major benefit of staying at The Guesthouse 
opposed to the cabins in the state park is 
that there’s a bar right next to the pool and 
it is very gay-friendly. With the original own-
ers from Baltimore, I highly recommend at 
least stopping by for lunch and a cocktail if 
you choose to not stay on the property. 

Discovering 
Lost River

by reV. Kelly CreNsHaw 
When I was a kid, we didn’t start school 
until after Labor Day. It was our one last 
summer weekend to enjoy. The com-
munity pool closed for the sea-
son on Tuesday, our vacations 
were pleasant memories, and 
we couldn’t wait to open that new 
box of crayons that was safely 
stored in our new book bag. For 
most of today’s kids, Labor Day week-
end is the first three day weekend of the 
school year. They’ve been in school for 
a couple of weeks and this is a break. 
We spent this Labor Day Weekend at the 
beach. 

Here are some overheard comments:
“I wish we could stay here forever.” 

(Until it gets too cold to be outside.)
“I love the ocean, except for the 

sharks and jellyfish. Why do there have 
to be sharks and jellyfish in our ocean?” 

Labor 
Day

Kelly’s 
Kids

(I don’t even know what to say.)
“Next year, I want that bathing suit,” 

from a six year old as she pointed to 
a twenty-something wearing a string 
bikini. (I’d say that if she gets one, so 
do I, but I don’t think she’d appreciate 
the irony.)

“Can we move here?” (Sure! All 11 
of us can live in a two-bedroom con-
do. That sounds comfortable.)

“I need to get more shells to add 
to my collection.” (As if he didn’t 
have about a zillion shells already.)

“Why do we have to go home?” 
(Because vacations end and we have 
to go back to being responsible. It’s not 
fun, but we need to learn to take pride 
in our accomplishments.)

The last big holiday weekend of 
summer is past and now it’s time to 
buckle down and get into fall. I can’t 
wait to hear all about the big suc-
cesses as the school year continues 
to unfold.  t

– Compiled and commented on by 
rev. Kelly Crenshaw

the 
Guesthouse
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Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

couldn’t begin to think how disgusting those 
cooked lima beans would be after an inter-
national trip. Unfortunately, in my parent’s 
house, if we didn’t eat the lima beans, we 
were punished, so we ate those beans. To 
this day, I don’t like lima beans.

Our goal as parents is to teach our chil-
dren how to be successful adults. That’s it. 
But, our children don’t come with directions. 
There are a million different thoughts on the 
best way to raise a child. So, what really 
works?

Some parents seem to think that pun-
ishment is the way to go. The goal of pun-
ishment is to eradicate a certain behavior. 
The thought is that if I fear the punishment 
enough, I will avoid a certain behavior and 
thus avoid the punishment. I know that was 
the main method of child rearing embraced 
by my parents. They attempted to make 
us “learn” by punishing when we didn’t do 
what was expected. And, we learned. We 
learned to choke down food that we didn’t 
like. We learned to fear telling them when 
we made mistakes. We learned to worry that 
we weren’t good enough. We learned that 
we would do anything to avoid getting that 
spanking. And, although we learned what 
not to do, we didn’t necessarily learn what 
we were supposed to do.

out iN tHe Valley

Think back to when you were a child. What 
were the rules your parents had? Were you 
told to clean your plate before you could leave 
the dinner table? Or, did you have to do your 
homework before heading out to play? 

I remember my mother telling us that we 
had to eat all of the food on our plates and, 
when we didn’t, she would remind us of all 
the “starving children in Africa.” As a little kid, 
it didn’t make sense to me. Why couldn’t we 
just send the food to the starving children? I 
didn’t want my lima beans and if they would 
appreciate them, it was a win-win situation in 
my mind. Of course, my five-year-old brain 

Parenting 
Without 

Punishment

Other parents think that they need to give 
in their children. We’ve all seen those kids – 
the ones who make demands and have their 
own interests. My oldest foster daughter 
Jessie and her family lived with us for a time. 
Jessie had been physically abused by her 
mom, so she decided that she would never 
punish her kids. But to her, that meant she 
would never stop them from doing whatever 
they wanted, whenever they wanted to do it. 
Predictably, the kids ran wild. If they wanted 
candy for dinner, they got it. If they wanted 
to stay up all night watching television, they 
could. Jessie’s friends stopped inviting the 
family to their homes. After his expensive 
big screen television was broken, even their 
dad’s best friend stopped asking them over 
to visit. The kids were bratty and no one en-
joyed being around them. 

When we look at either of these options, 
we can see that they don’t achieve the goal 
– to teach our kids how to be successful 
adults. Punishment teaches us to avoid the 
punishment, no matter what it takes. Being 
overly permissive teaches us that it doesn’t 
matter who we hurt, as long as we get what 
we want. 

Keeping that in mind, I’m a big fan of nat-
ural consequences. If you drop a glass, it will 
break. That’s a natural consequence. If you 

treat someone badly, they’re going to be up-
set with you. That’s a natural consequence. 

A more practical approach to parenting 
is to find ways to redirect the child’s behavior 
so that he learns how to respond in a more 
socially appropriate way. If a toddler is trying 
to play with something breakable, substitute 
it with a toy. He’s too little to understand that 
he can’t touch everything that catches his 
eye. Instead of saying “no” and moving on, 
give the child an appropriate option instead. 
If a child hits another child, then she needs 
to be removed from the situation – a natural 
consequence so that the other child is safe. 
And, she needs to be reminded that hitting 
people hurts them and is not allowed. If a 
child refuses to get up on time for school, 
then he needs to go to bed an hour earlier 
so that he gets enough rest – a natural con-
sequence. And, he needs to be reminded 
that he needs to get enough sleep so that 
he is awake and alert and ready to learn in 
the morning. 

Remember that our goal is to teach our 
kids. They need to understand why they 
aren’t allowed to do certain things. We need 
to instruct them on making good choices as 
little kids so that, eventually, they can make 
good choices as adults. And, in doing that, 
we can and will raise successful adults. t



10 t  baltimore outloud    SEPTEMBER 18, 2015 •  baLtiMoreoutLoud.CoM

4) Have you ever kept your gender 
identity a secret from people at school or 
at church or from friends so you would be 
socially accepted?

5) Have you ever been forced to con-
vince others of your true gender or have 
to earn the love and respect of your family 
because of it?

6) Have others ever repeatedly used 
the wrong pronouns for you?

7) Have you ever tried getting by with 
legal documents that indicate a gender 
other than the one you are living?

8) Do you ever worry how your children 
or grandchildren will accept you when they 
learn of your true gender identity or when 
they are old enough to ask questions about 
your gender expression?

9. Have you ever feared that others 
would know or find out ‘the truth’ about 
your gender identity?

10. Have you had to spend thousands 
of dollars and experience numerous pain-
ful procedures to make your body match 
your mind?

Perhaps the most important question is 
the most frightening: Do you face physical 
harm every minute of every day merely be-
cause of your gender identity? (There is a 
growing epidemic of attacks and murders 
against trans individuals, especially toward 
trans women of color. Sadly, it is danger-
ous to not be cisgender!)

It’s likely that you answered “no” to 
most or all of these questions if you are 
cis-. You probably have never even thought 
about it before. That is cisgender privilege. 
Can you even imagine answering yes to 
just a few of these questions? 

If you are transgender, you likely an-
swered “yes” to most or all of these ques-
tions. This has been your life! Although 
things are changing, you are still marginal-
ized, disparaged, and lacking in so many 
human rights others enjoy. And the rights 
you do have? – most are based upon the 
charity of others or upon your ability to 
avoid being misgendered. 

Yet, through all of this, there seems to 
be another privilege emerging in our soci-
ety. Could there possibly be transgender 
privilege? In some societies the answer 
is a resounding yes! The privilege of be-
ing trans today and historically will be ex-
plored next time.  t

Laura anderson is an educator, author, 
researcher, parent, and granddad. Her years 
teaching in public school classrooms as male 
provided the foundation for her more recent 
role educating future teachers. Living female 
for the past decade, she has come to appreci-
ate the privileges she once held – both male 
and cisgender – privileges now replaced with 
the fulfillment of living as her true self. 

Ice 
Machine

L:aura Anderson

Beyond 
the

out iN tHe Valley

Think about the privilege you enjoy each 
day. It’s likely that you may not be aware 
of it – few of us are. Yet when privilege is 
taken away it becomes painfully obvious.

There was a time when I enjoyed both 
male privilege and cisgender privilege. Liv-
ing as a man meant that I could enjoy a 
host of advantages – privileges unearned 
and undeserved. (If you are male and feel-
ing confused by this, ask any woman – you 
will hear countless examples...or better 
yet, try living as a woman!) Male privilege 
is real and it is ubiquitous! And yes, there 
is female privilege as well – a topic for an-
other time.

So, what about this cisgender privi-
lege? (Remember, cisgender means that 
one’s gender identity and biological sex 
assigned at birth are in alignment.) Most 
readers are cis- and likely have no aware-
ness of the advantage of being such. An-
swering these questions might help.

1) Have you ever been misgendered – 
assumed by others to be a gender other 
than the gender with which you identify?

2) Have you ever avoided using a pub-
lic restroom for fear of verbal abuse or a 
sense of “not belonging” – or worse, for 
fear of physical harm?

3) Have you ever hidden your gender 
identity or assigned birth sex so you could 
get a job or an apartment, or to simply get 
a hotel room? 

Gender 
Privilege

by debbie aNNe
Erectile dysfunction (ED), low 
testosterone (Low T), and sexu-
ally-transmitted infections (STI) 
– these are the big three when 
talking about men’s sexual health, 
and yet many men find it difficult to talk to 
their doctors about their sexual health; in-
stead they hope that their doctors will bring 
up the subject. Unfortunately, many doc-
tors are probably even more afraid of sex-
talk than their patients. So what should 
you do? Go to a doctor that specializes in 
men’s sexual health, typically a urologist, 
or in the case of STIs, an infectious dis-
ease specialist. For these doctors, having 
a talk about sexual health is what they do.

If you go by the number of television 
ads for Viagra and Cialis, you know that 
the problem of erectile dysfunction is more 
common than you might have thought. In 
fact, the Urology Health Foundation says 
that as many as 30 million men in the U.S. 
are affected by ED, and that ED is more 
common as men age. ED is the inability to 
get or to maintain an erection that makes 
penetration possible. Risk factors for ED 
include age, tobacco use, being over-
weight, some medications, diabetes, heart 
disease, stress, depression, and injuries )
(including nerve damage from prolonged 
bicycling). You should seek the care of a 
specialist if your erection problem is occur-
ring 50 percent of the time or more when 
you engage in sexual activity. Your special-
ist will want to run a number of tests to see 
if there is a medical cause for your ED and 
if it is safe for you to use a medication like 
Viagra or Cialis.

Low testosterone or Low T occurs in 
ten-to 25 percent of men over the age of 50 
according to WebMD. Testosterone levels 
naturally decline after the age of 30, but for 
some men levels decline below the range 
of what is normal. Symptoms of Low T in-
clude declining libido, erectile dysfunction, 
depression, loss of muscle mass, and loss 
of energy. According to WebMD, “These 
symptoms of low testosterone can mas-
querade as ordinary aging -- when, in fact, 
it’s a treatable condition.” Seek the care 
of a doctor when you have any of these 
symptoms, and ask specifically for your 
doctor to check your testosterone levels. 
You don’t have to suffer with feeling old be-
yond your years.

Finally, can we talk about sexually-
transmitted infections? September 27th is 
National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness 

Day, a day to not only raise awareness 
about HIV, but about all STIs. All men who 
are sexually active are at risk for contract-

ing sexually transmitted infections 
(STI), including HIV, but men who 
have sex with men, or MSM, are 
among the highest at risk. While all 
forms of unprotected sexual activity 

put individuals at risk, anal sex has been 
identified as the riskiest type of sexual 
contact with regards to enabling the trans-
mission of HIV and other STIs.

Statistics don’t lie. MSM currently ac-
count for two-thirds of all new HIV infec-
tions each year, and according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), STIs among MSM have been on the 
rise in the past couple of years across the 
entire country. According to the CDC, “In 
2012, men who have sex with men (MSM) 
accounted for 75% of primary and second-

ary syphilis cases in the United States.” In 
addition, anal and oral cancers caused by 
the Human Papillomavirus are also on the 
rise with MSM being 17 times more at risk 
than heterosexual men. 

Many STIs can have no symptoms at 
all including HIV. If you are at risk for STIs 
by having unprotected sexual contact, 
find a doctor or clinic that can offer you 
full STI screening. Be fully honest about 
the types of sexual activity you have; you 
may also need to have your mouth and 
throat checked for infection as well as oral/
esophageal infections are also becoming 
more common. Ask your doctor specifically 
about Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP) 
for the prevention of HIV infection, and if 
PrEP is right for you.t

debbie anne is a public-health nurse 
with the Frederick County Health depart-
ment. She has been awarded a Governor’s 
Citation for her work with Marylanders liv-
ing with HiV. 

Can We Talk Men’s 
Sexual Health?

Health 
Chat 

Like Us On
Facebook!

“Many STIs can have 
no symptoms at all 

including HIV. If you 
are at risk for STIs by 

having unprotected 
sexual contact, find a 
doctor or clinic that 

can offer you full STI 
screening.”
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Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

Quality of life

identity may change over time. The large 
majority of the people I have met who iden-
tify as neither male nor female, or as both 
male and female, have been genetically fe-
male upper-middle class, Caucasian high 
school or college students. 

Language is a living thing and words 
do take on new meanings. Even so, I have 
concerns about the concepts that under-
lie these terms. The new meaning of gen-
derqueer and the new term genderfluid 
both appeared following the increased 
visibility and activism of transsexuals in 
the U.S., and particularly after increased 
public awareness of transsexual children. 
The concept of gender fluidity seems to 
be based on a misunderstanding of what 
it means to be transsexual. Transsexuals 
are not people who are uncertain of their 
gender, nor are they people who started 
out with one gender identity and changed 
to the other. One of the most important 
findings of research with transgender peo-
ple is that their gender identity, just like the 
gender identity of non-transsexual people, 
is firmly established by three years of age 
and does not change. 

A major message of the social lib-
eration movement for gay people, which 
brought progress towards full acceptance 
and participation in society, is that sexual 
orientation is not a choice. The failure of 
many decades of attempts to “treat” ho-
mosexuals to change their sexual orienta-
tion to heterosexual has demonstrated that 
this is a fact. Sexual orientation cannot 
be taught or learned any more than right-
handedness or left-handedness can. 

The idea of gender fluidity implies that 
gender is not a fixed characteristic of in-
dividuals. However, researchers of sexual 
orientation and gender identity have found 
that while a person may not be sure of their 
sexual orientation until mid to late adoles-
cence, people are clearly aware of their 
gender by age three.

The current popularity of the idea of 
gender fluidity strikes me as a short term 
solution for people struggling through ado-
lescence. Remember lipstick lesbians? Les-
bian S and M? All these have been ways for 
young people to dealt with discovering and 
assimilating their bisexuality or homosexu-
ality. The problem is that the idea of gen-
der fluidity may set back progress towards 
transsexual rights by giving the impression 
that gender identity can be changed and 
taken on and off like clothes. t  

eva Hersh is a baltimore family physi-
cian. Send your comments and questions 
to her by email at editor@baltimoreout-
loud.com

Dear Dr. Eva,
 As one long-term member and observ-

er of the GLBT community to another, I’ve 
been wanting to ask what you think about 
the current meaning of the term “gender 
queer.” It used to be about behavior and 
now it seems to be about gender identity. 
Also, there is another new term floating 
around – “gender fluid.” What does that 
mean? (I gather it has nothing to do with 
genital fluids.)

Old Timer

Dear Old Timer,
I first heard the term “genderqueer” 

about 15 years ago. It was a term used 
mostly by lesbians (or as some prefer to be 
known, gay women.) Then, genderqueer 
meant engaging in socially transgressive 
behavior relating to gender, such as acting 
in ways considered masculine while main-
taining a female identity. It meant forcing 
the presumably straight people around 
us to question their ideas of gender, or at 
least be made a bit uncertain and unsettled 
about gender roles. This might mean, for 
example, a masculine-appearing woman 
not correcting a person who addresses her 
as “sir,” and then watching their confusion 
or discomfort when they notice the female 
name on her credit card or check.

Like you, in the last few years I have 
noticed that genderqueer has taken on 
a new meaning, or maybe multiple new 
meanings. It is sometimes used to refer to 
a person who identifies with both genders, 
or with no gender, and who does not identi-
fy as transsexual. Genderqueer now refers 
to a person’s “non-binary” gender identity 
rather than their behavior. “Genderfluid” is 
a closely related concept. Gender fluidity 
means that a person’s gender identity is 
somewhere between male and female and 
more importantly, that the person’s gender 

What Does 
‘Gender 

Queer’ Mean?
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Lee Carpenter
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3) it isn’t the maryland statutory form. 
In 2010, the Maryland Legislature passed the 
Power of Attorney Act. In addition to placing 
new obligations on the attorney in fact, the 
law provides a statutory Power of Attorney 
form that the Maryland’s banks, insurance 
companies, and brokerage firms are legally 
obligated to accept. Anyone who refuses to 
honor a statutory power of attorney can be 
forced to pay the attorney’s fees spent to get 
a court order. Although other Power of Attor-
ney forms are still valid in Maryland, having 
the statutory form will help to ensure that the 
document is immediately honored. 

4) it doesn’t include provisions for 
your digital assets. Digital assets include 
things like the electronic data stored on 
your computer or smartphone, your Inter-
net accounts such as LinkedIn and Gmail, 
and your online pictures and documents. 
Without explicit authorization, no one can 
legally manage these assets for you if you 

become incapacitated. Some 
of these assets, like your 
PayPal or Amazon accounts, 
may have monetary value. 
Others, like your email ac-
count or personal blog page, 
could be of great sentimental 
importance. Even your voice-

mail account may be valuable if it includes 
messages from potential clients or expres-
sions of support from loved ones during an 
illness.

Only a newer Power of Attorney will in-
clude provisions for your digital assets, and 
it may be wise to have yours updated for 

this reason alone. It is also important 
to make a list of your passwords and 
logon information. This should be 
kept it in a safe place so your attor-
ney in fact can find it when the need 
arises. 

Do you really need a Power of At-
torney? Without one, it could be nec-
essary for the court to appoint some-
one to become your legal guardian. A 

guardianship proceeding is an arduous and 
expensive process. In addition, the guard-
ian would need to file annual accountings 
with the court to verify how your assets 
had been spent. Taking the time to have a 
Power of Attorney prepared – and to keep 
it current – is well worth the small effort re-
quired. t

Lee Carpenter is an associate attor-
ney at the law firm of Semmes, Bowen & 
Semmes and can be reached at 410-576-
4729 or lcarpenter@semmes.com. Learn 
more about LGbt estate planning at mdl-
gbtestateplanning.com. this article is in-
tended to provide general information about 
legal topics and should not be construed as 
legal advice.

A financial Power of Attorney is an essen-
tial document in any estate plan. It enables 
you to appoint someone you trust to manage 
your finances and other legal matters in case 
you become unable to do so yourself. 
The person you name, called your attor-
ney in fact, generally has broad powers 
to handle things like paying your bills, 
accessing your safe-deposit box, man-
aging your investments, and even sell-
ing or mortgaging your house. 

A “Durable” Power of Attorney re-
mains in effect even if you become incom-
petent, which is when the document is most 
likely to be needed. Because it may be years 
before your Power of Attorney is used, you 
should review it every three to five years to 
make sure it remains current. Here are four 
reasons to consider having your Power of At-
torney revised:

1) it is more 
than five years 
old. Unless the 
document states 
otherwise, a Pow-
er of Attorney tech-
nically remains 
valid indefinitely. 
Still, banks and 
other financial institutions may be skeptical 
if the document is more than five years old. 
Their skepticism may stem from a legitimate 
concern that the Power of Attorney has been 
revoked, or perhaps superseded by a newer 
version of the document. 

2) it names the wrong people. Long-
time partners and married couples often 
name each other as their attorneys in fact 
and another individual to act as a backup in 
case the other partner or spouse isn’t able to 
do the job. If your marital status has changed 
since you had your Power of Attorney pre-
pared or your backup attorney in fact has 
fallen out of favor, it’s time to rethink who 
should be in charge of your finances if you 
can’t be. 

Your ‘Power of 
Attorney’ May 
be Out of Date

Four 
Reasons
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liVely arts // OUT ON SCREEN

by CHuCK duNCaN
If you follow the movies and the people 
who make them, you are well aware of 
the spotty career of one-time wunderkind 
M. Night Shyamalan who hit it big with 
the Sixth Sense, divided audiences with 
unbreakable, came back with the mostly 
well-received Signs, then started going 
off the rails with the Village and Lady in 
the Water (which have their fans and de-
tractors) before finally hitting rock bottom 
with the reviled the Happening, the Last 
airbender and after earth. The one bright 
spot on Shyamalan’s recent resumé is the 
Fox event series Wayward Pines (even if 
it too began to go off the rails towards the 
end).

With the Visit, many are hailing it as 
Shyamalan’s cinematic redemption ... but 
is it? The story is fairly simple, and has ob-
vious fairy-tale overtones, as two teenag-
ers are sent to their grandparents’ house 
for a week while mom goes on a cruise 
with her newish boyfriend. The interesting 
part of this premise is that the kids have 
never met their grandparents because 

mom (played by Kathryn Hahn) left home 
when she was 19 and never went back, 
even after they tried to reach out to her. 
And she’s never told her kids why she left 
and has refused to speak to them.

But, some contact was finally made as 
they requested to meet their grandchildren 
and the timing was perfect for everyone. 
When the kids, Becca (Olivia DeJonge) 
and Tyler (Ed Oxenbould) arrive, every-
thing seems normal. Nana (Deanna Du-
nagan) bakes cookies and Pop Pop (Peter 
McRobbie) putters around, but the kids 
are told about one house rule -- bedtime is 
9:30, because they’re old people. Confined 
to their room at night, the kids hear strange 
noises outside the door and discover Nana 
doing some very odd things. Pop Pop later 
tells them that she has a condition called 
“sundowning,” which is a form of dementia 
that occurs after dark. But odd things begin 
to happen with both grandparents during 
the daytime as well, making the kids fear 
for their lives, especially when Pop Pop 
starts talking about ghosts and aliens wait-
ing for them in the field.

The Visit Redeems M. Night Shyamalan
I suppose most people feel Shyama-

lan is back because this is a movie with 
a “twist.” Are there spirits or aliens actu-
ally waiting for them? 
Are Nana and Pop Pop 
possessed or aliens 
in disguise, or is there 
another answer to their 
bizarre behavior? The answer should be 
obvious to most viewers long before it is 
revealed (and I’m not usually one to think 
ahead to the twist reveal.)

While the Visit is entertaining in its 
way, it has some serious tonal issues that 
I’m not quite sure are on purpose. The 
movie has been advertised as a horrifying 
thriller, but most of the audience members 
at the screening were laughing at things 
that should have been scary. Even after 
talking with a few people, there’s still a 
question as to whether Shyamalan was 
intentionally making a horror-comedy, or 
if that should now be the story he’s stick-
ing to. There are also a few plot holes, like 
how Pop Pop knows Tyler is a germaphobe 
at a key moment when it’s never been ad-
dressed between the two on screen. If 
there is a moment that depends on that 
particular plot device, it should have been 
mentioned at some point (we know Tyler is 
a germaphobe, but it’s never brought up to 
Pop Pop).

I also wasn’t too keen on Shyamalan’s 
choice to make this a sort of “found foot-
age” type of film, with Becca documenting 
the trip as a way to bring some forgiveness 
to her divided family members. A large part 
of the movie is shot with extremely shaky 
camerawork that may have some audience 
members’ heads and stomachs spinning. 

For my tastes, I would have preferred a 
traditional filmic narrative style that played 
more on the fairy-tale aspects of the story. 
(And I don’t care how devoted you are to 
your craft, you’re not going to keep point-
ing a camera towards your face as you’re 
running in terror from someone, and every 
person you run into isn’t going to be an ac-
tor eager to break into a dramatic mono-
logue just because you have a camera in 
your hand).

The cast is a mixed bag. DeJonge is 
pretty believable as the teenage daughter 
wanting to help her family come back to-
gether, and Oxenbould is fine as a bratty 
younger brother. Both of them, however, 
speak well beyond their years. It’s like 
Shyamalan has never heard average teen-
agers talk to each other. As for Dunagan, 
there was just something a little too “ac-
torly” about her performance that I never 
bought as being real, but McRobbie pulled 
off the Pop Pop role perfectly. Even Hahn, 
who is usually seen in more comedic roles, 
does a nice job as the mom, even if most 
of her role consists mostly of Skype calls 
to the kids.

The film looks good, at least when the 
camera isn’t moving all over the place, 
and Shyamalan refrains from using cheap 
scare effects with loud music cues (and 
due to the nature of the film, there real-
ly is no musical score to rely on to build 
tension), allowing the visuals to sell the 
jumps, so that’s a good thing. But as far as 
storytelling goes, I’m still not sold that this 
is really Shyamalan’s “comeback.” It’s cer-
tainly better than his last three films, by a 
longshot, but it’s still a long way from com-
ing close to his first three major films. t

are we 
scared 

yet?

 ... or not
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Gs: No, i didn’t.
re: [Laughs] Then we did it right! 

It’s very dangerous to do that, but it was 
the only way. At first we wanted to do it 
in New York, in the Village. But there was 
too much red tape and it would have been 
too expensive and it would have taken way 
too long. Also, there’s not much left (of the 
original streetscape). A lot of the housing 
is totally different. We went for what I know 
from my movies, where you say, “Let’s 
build it, and build it in a way that nobody 
will know (the difference).” We had to build 
the club interior anyway. It was kind of cool 
to come out of the club and be in the street.

Gs: before the 
closing credits run, 
there are some current 
facts about the current 
state of gay life around 
the world that flash 
onscreen. Closer to 
home, we are dealing 
with the county clerk in 
Kentucky who was re-
cently jailed for her re-
fusal to issue marriage 
licenses based on her 
extremist religious be-
liefs. do you think this 
story would make an 
interesting movie?

re: I’m already look-
ing for other stories. It’s 
an interesting subject. I 
think there are at least 
two or three more Stone-

wall movies to be made. I hope that our 
movie is successful enough to spawn more 
movies.

Gs: Gay films have a history of con-
troversy not just amongst straight peo-
ple but also within the gay community 
itself. i’m thinking specifically of The 
Boys In the Band and Cruising. were 
you prepared for the controversy that 
arose around Stonewall?

re: Not really [laughs]. I’ve always 
said that it will be interesting to see what 
happens. The amount of controversy, 
based on a trailer, when nobody had seen 
the film, was strange and funny to me. But 
what can you do? It would have been dif-
ferent if they reacted that way after having 
seen the movie [laughs], not based on the 
trailer.

Gs: finally, roland, have you start-
ed working on or thinking about your 
next film?

re: I’ve already shot my next film. It’s 
called independence day: resurgence. It’s 
a sequel to independence day. It comes 
out next summer. t

he likes it. Basically, what we did first was 
show it to one or two advisors that we had 
from the Stonewall veterans. When they 
liked it, approved of it, I was very happy. 
They said that what we show and how we 
showed it is very accurate.

Gs: would you like to see Stone-
wall do for the advancement of lGbt 
rights awareness what Selma did to 
renew awareness and advancement of 
civil rights?

re: Sure, absolutely. That’s why we 
did the movie. Because there are a lot of 
young people who have no idea that the 
Stonewall uprising/riots spawned all these 

gay marches.
Gs: i’m glad 

you mentioned 
young people, be-
cause a number of 
the cast members 
were born long af-
ter the stonewall 
riots occurred. 
did any of them 
have an awareness 
of the events of 
June 28, 1969 and 
its significance 
to contemporary 

lGbt culture?
re: Some of them had and some 

didn’t. Most of the time it’s shocking for me 
that LGBT kids don’t know about it. In gen-
eral, we had a smart cast, although one or 
the other had no clue that this event took 
place.

Gs: were there books or other re-
sources that you recommended to them 
so that they could become more familiar 
with the subject?

re: Yes, we gave everybody a reading 
list. It’s one thing to read a book. We also 
found one or two or three Stonewall veter-
ans and we asked them to help us. Some 
talked (to cast members) by phone, some 
in person, to tell them about the times, 
what music they listened to, how they felt. 
Just to get a little bit of a feel that you can’t 
get out of books.

Gs: who were some of the veterans?
re: One was Martin Boyce. There 

were several.
Gs: Jonathan rhys meyers, who 

plays activist trevor, has previ-
ously played gay onscreen, in todd 
Haines’s Velvet Goldmine, for example. 
what was it like to work with him?

re: I have always been a fan of him. 

by GreGG sHaPiro
Roland Emmerich, known for action-
packed blockbusters such as indepen-
dence day, might not be the first name that 
comes to mind to direct a movie about the 
Stonewall riots, which marked the launch 
of the modern day LGBT rights movement 
as we know it. However, that didn’t pre-
vent the openly gay filmmaker from trying 
his hand at making such a film. Featuring 
a screenplay by gay playwright Jon Robin 
Baitz, Stonewall (Roadside Attractions), 
tells the story of corn-fed Midwestern boy 
Danny (Jeremy Irvine), arriving in New 
York in June of 1969. Befriended by trans 
hustler Ray (Jonny 
Beauchamp), a.k.a. 
Ramona, Danny un-
dergoes a personal 
transformation to 
become not only an 
openly gay man, but 
one who takes part 
in the famous Stone-
wall uprising. I spoke 
with Roland Emm-
erich about Stone-
wall shortly before it 
opened in theaters.

Gregg shapiro: 
do you remember when it was that you 
first became aware of the stonewall ri-
ots?

roland emmerich: It was (when I 
was) in Germany. Everybody talked about 
the Stonewall riots. I knew quite a lot about 
it because I was interested in history.

Gs: if there is a target audience 
for Stonewall, who do you see that to 
be?

re: I made this movie, like all of my 
movies, for the biggest possible audience. 
I don’t think there’s a target audience. It’s 
just for people who are interested. When 
we tested the film, it was relatively bal-
anced (in regards to) who liked the film and 
who didn’t like it.

Gs: Parts of Stonewall are set in 
small-town indiana, where the lead 
character danny is from. with the re-
cent anti-gay kerfuffle in indiana, was 
it intentional or coincidental that danny 
was from that state?

re: That’s coincidental. The lead char-
acter is actually based on a friend of a 
friend.

Gs: Has that friend of a friend seen 
the movie?

re: Yes, he has seen the movie. And 

liVely arts // PERSONALITIES

Like a Roland Stone(wall)
AN INTERVIEW WITH DIRECTOR ROLAND EMMERICH

[Laughs] It always starts like that. I loved 
him in Velvet Goldmine. When you cast a 
movie, you probe around. You have a list 
and he was very high on the list. We were 
fortunate that he wanted to do it.

Gs: the characters in the film are a 
blend of real (such as marsha P. John-
son, bob Kohler, and frank Kameny) 
and fictional people. Please say some-
thing about the choice to blend those 
stories.

re: That’s the pe-
culiar thing about the 
Stonewall riots. A lot of 
people take credit, but 
it’s very murky. One 
thing is very clear – it 
was a lot of the home-
less kids that did it. 
And they’re nameless. 
It’s all very vague. That 
was one of the diffi-
culties in getting the 
movie made, Normally, 
when you do a movie 
such as Milk, you can 
go to someone such 
as Sean Penn to play 
Harvey Milk and you 
have it much easier. 
(With Stonewall) you 
just have these kids. 
On top of it, I didn’t 
want to make it a star-driven movie. I was 
set on telling the stories of these unsung 
heroes. Naturally, we realized that we had 
to have some historical characters. When 
you talk about Stonewall, you can’t not talk 
about Marsha P. Johnson or Bob Kohler 
or Frank Kameny or Ed Murphy. We even 
based some of our fictional characters on 
famous people such as Sylvia Rivera. It 
was cool, in a way, for us to mix historical 
facts with fictional ones.

Gs: you have a long, creative his-
tory of directing special effects-laden 
films. did you feel like you had to dial 
it back for Stonewall and, if so, what was 
involved in that process?

re: My big movies helped me a lot to 
make this film. We realized very fast that 
this movie is only possible if we build a big 
set. Another director might have said, “I 
don’t know how to do that.” But I know how 
to do these things. Everybody was really 
surprised how real it all looked. The whole 
movie was shot indoors.

Gs: wow, really?
re: You didn’t realize that?

roland emmerich 
credit: Claudette Barius Evans

“Most of the time it’s 
shocking for me that 

LGBT kids don’t know 
about it. In general, 
we had a smart cast, 
although one or the 

other had no clue that 
this event took place.”
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liVely arts // QMUSIC

by GreGG sHaPiro
Not since the late 70s / early 80s of its hey-
day has the EP (or mini-LP) experienced 
such an incredible resurgence of popular-
ity. For impatient fans who simply can’t 
wait for their favorite artist to release a 
full-length album, an EP is a cost-effective 
stop-gap measure. On the other hand, EPs 
are a tease because just as you’re becom-
ing familiar with a 
recording, it ends 
almost as abruptly 
as it began.

dancing in 
Gold (Heinz) by 
the von trapps 
is the first of many 
examples. De-
scendants of Ma-
ria von Trapp (yes, 
that Maria), the 
quartet has been 
performing since 
they were children. 
As adults, they connected with Thomas 
Lauderdale, the gay front-man of Pink 
Martini, and have recorded and toured with 
the band. The four harmonious songs on 
dancing in Gold, including “Next to Me,” 
“People Like Us,” “Whisper,” and the title 
track (all written by the foursome’s lone 
male member August), are golden pop 
tunes that do the von Trapp legacy proud.

Married couple Kori Gardner and Ja-
son Hammel of mates of state return with 
the five-song EP You’re Going to Make it 
(Barsuk), their first set of original music in 
four years. The bouncy/dancey “I Want to 
Run” sounds like a long-lost Wilson-Phil-
lips number, qualifying it as Mates of State 
most commercial tune. Alternately, “Gonna 
Get It” and “Sides of Boxes” are two of 
these Mates’ most heartbreaking ballads.

Love is Free (Konichiwa / Cherrytree 
/ Interscope) is a sugary yet meaty five-
track EP collaboration between Nordic 
dance diva robyn & la bagatelle mag-
ique (Markus Jägerstedt and the late 
Christian Falk). The exhilarating “Tell You 
(Today)” is one of the best tributes to vin-
tage disco you are likely to hear this year 
(sorry Giorgio Moroder). On the flipside, 
“Love Is Free” is definitely a 21st century 
composition, down to its rapped sections. 
“Set Me Free” is smack dab in the middle 
of the other two songs in more ways than 
one.

A couple of acts with queer member 
have also gotten in on the EP action. Fe-
male sibling foursome von Grey, featuring 

out sister Annika, moves 
in a decidedly electronic 
direction on the six-song 
EP Panophobia (vongrey-
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music.com). There is also a distinctly goth 
edge present on songs such “Phengopho-
bia” and “Cyclical Dreams.” The energy lev-
el sparks a bit on “Reborn” and the dance-
floor-friendly “Say My Name.” Still rocking 
with a vengeance, sick of sarah’s aptly 
named six-song EP anthem contains “Bars 

Full of Strang-
ers,” an anthem 
if there ever was 
one. The same 
holds true for 
“Rooftops,” “Ev-
erything’s Beauti-
ful,” and “Conta-
gious.”

There aren’t 
too many plac-
es where Moog 
synths and pedal 
steel guitars co-
exist, but they do 

on the drawing room Volume 1 (Intoxi-
cating Sounds), the five-song instrumental 
EP by the duo known as steelism. Opener 
“The Tube” makes public transportation 
sound irrefutably cool. “The Serge” and 
“Tintagel” could be from a previously un-
earthed retro movie soundtrack.

dave monks of Tokyo Police Club 
goes the solo route on all Signs Point to 
Yes (Dine Alone). The six songs on the EP 
diverge from the power-punk of Monks’ 
band, leaning more toward acoustic pop. 
What Monks succeeds in doing is commit-
ting another aspect of his talents to record. 
While “Vegas,” “Gasoline,” “The Rules,” 
and “Summer Dream” are probably not 
what his fans might expect, they’re strong 
enough to please those listeners and per-
haps attract new ones.

On her five-song EP Supernova (Lu-
naauramusic.com), luna aura sounds like 
she’s been listening to her fair share of 
Lorde and Sia. 

That’s especially true on the “Like 
You,” the rhythmic “Dancing with Your 
Ghost” and the title cut. Eleven years af-
ter his major label debut, ryan Cabrera 
has released the five-song EP Wake up 
beautiful (Dynamite). The five songs, in-
cluding “House On Fire,” are examples of 
Cabrera’s strengths as both a singer and 
songwriter of jaunty pop songs. t

Sick of Sarah performs September 26 
in ellicott City at Main Street Music Fest, 
and on September 27 in baltimore at ot-
tobar.

you’ll be sick of 
sarah, too
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by car – it can only be ac-
cessed by boat or by air-
plane); and Skagway, the 
jumping-off point for the 
great Yukon Gold Rush of 
1887 and the place were 
we toured in a restored 
1928 bus driven a dance 
hall lady 
who told the 
story of the 
first presi-
dent of the 
c o m p a n y 
who drove 
the original 1928 
bus to Hollywood 
to see Mae West 
and showed her 
a gold-colored 
boulder that 
was allegedly 
panned in the 
streams around 
Skagway. She is 
reported to have 
said, “I like the size 
of your nugget.” 

In order to avoid 
the starvation of the San 
Francisco Gold Rush of a 
few decades earlier, the 
Canadian Police enforced 

the law that each of the gold rushers have 
a ton (2,000 pounds) of supplies. That 
meant that individual rushers had to climb 
the snow-covered mountain multiple times 
a to amass a ton of supplies. 

Another town you are likely to visit is 
Sitka, the home of St. Mi-
chael’s, the Russian or-
thodox cathedral whose 
newly installed prelate is 
Scottish. Each of these 
towns are unique in their 
own way, but the greatest 
attraction by far is to get 
up close and personal by 
boat to a great glacier that 
dot the region. To watch 
these prehistoric monsters 
calving (breaking off large 
chunks which crash into the 
sea with tremendous force 
and thunderous sound) and 
watching the crullers float 

by Jerome bird
The land of the last 
frontier, spacious 
skies and rugged 
mountains; the land 
where one can be 
free! These aren’t 
clichés; they’re 
true. Alaska is big! 
For instance, if you 
chopped Alaska in 
two, what would be 
the biggest state? 
Yes, you got it right. 
Alaska! It’s twice as 
big as the runner-
up – Texas! And 
now is a great time 
to go. The snow is 
manageable and 
the cold has not yet 
set in.

Most people 
who go to Alas-
ka take cruises 
through the Inland 
Passage from Se-
attle or Vancouver. 
That’s Southeast 
Alaska – the part 
that sticks down 
and is hemmed in 
by the Canadian 
provinces of British Columbia and the Yu-
kon. Princess and Holland-America Cruise 
Lines have this route pretty well sewn up, 
but other lines are getting into the act – and 
they are introducing “all-inclusive fares.” 
Regent, Seaborne, and Seven Seas are 
making a bid with smaller ships and those 
all-inclusive fares. That means that gratu-
ities (for your steward or stewardess who 
makes up your room) are included, as are 
alcoholic drinks (including wine with din-
ner) and (in some cases) land excursions. 
You pay for spa treatments and gift shop 
purchases. In short – no huge bills and no 
surprises at checkout. All inclusive fares 
are more expensive than regular fares, but 
compared to what you’d spend onboard, 
they are not that much higher.

Towns that you will probably visit in 
Southeast Alaska are: Ketchikan, in first 
town north of Vancouver on the Inland Pas-
sage; Juneau, the state capital (and the 
only state capital that cannot be reached 

tHe iNtrePid traVeler

Alaska!
strap in!

by the boat (the smaller chunks that break 
off from the calves) is worth the price you 
paid.

 But all too quickly it’s over – there’s 
Anchorage up ahead! 

Anchorage, the largest and only “city” 
in Alaska, is at the bottom of state proper. 
We took the one-week cruise-line add-on 
– and flew as far north as you can get, 
to Prudhoe Bay on the shore of the Artic 
Ocean. Tradition has it that first-timers to 
Prudhoe Bay have to go skinny dipping in 
the Artic. Fortunately it was frozen so we 
made snow angels instead. 

Then it was off to Denali (Mt. McKin-
ley) via a cruise-line bus on the Dalton 

Highway. The Dalton Highway 
was built as part of the oil pipeline 
project in the 70s. It is not paved, 
incidentally, but surfaced in gravel 
lest it break up doing the hard 

winters. 
The bus broke 

down twice but we 
had lots of help 

along the way, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y 
by two pipe-
line inspectors 
who lent us 
jumper cable. 
“Let’s just say 
they fell off the 

truck” (wink).
Denali is in the 

center of the state 
ten miles west of Fair-

banks, which has permafrost 
(frozen ground) year-round. Denali is so 
big, it generates it own weather, causing 
fog seven out of eight days. Because of 
the fog, we didn’t see the mountain but we 
did see Denali sheep. 

Then we took an Alaskan train back to An-
chorage. Our Alaskan adventure was over, it 
seemed, before it began. t

Next month: transiting the Panama Canal.

The biggest 
state of all

st. michals 
russian 
othodox 

Cathedral, sitka

fun fact: you 
can’t drive to 

anchorage
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them two miles to their house. The woman, 
not knowing what else to do, invited Violet 
into her home. She brought Violet to her own 
dog’s veterinarian to be checked out. It was 
about that same time that Violet’s veterinar-
ian (me) got a frantic call from Connor saying 
that Violet had gone missing. Luckily, the af-
ternoon appointments were done for the day. 
Violet’s veterinarian and several of his nurses 
rushed to the house to join the search party 
of friends and neighbors that Connor had al-
ready assembled. In a short time, the Violet 
Search Committee had divided into walkers, 
the media team, and command central. The 
walkers roamed the neighborhood calling 
Violet’s name and asking any human that 
they came across if they had seen an unat-
tended French Bulldog roaming around. The 
media team made flyers, which they posted 
everywhere within a five-mile radius, posted 
“lost dog” ads on Facebook and Craigslist, 
and called every animal-control and animal 
shelter in the area. Approximately five hours 
into the search, Connor got a call from the 
woman with the Great Dane saying she had 
Violet. Connor rushed to the woman’s house 
and confirmed that the dog in her posses-
sion was truly the Frenchie in question. Once 
confirmed, he called the search committee 
to officially end the hunt. Connor stayed for 

Violet loves adventure. Not much stands in 
the way of a good time for her, so when she 
found a hole in the fence, she exploited the 
situation. The hole was small and well-hidden 
from human eyes behind thick hedges. When 
you are low to the ground and highly deter-
mined, a small, hidden hole is nothing more 
than an opportunity for exploration and excite-
ment. Violet went through the hole with her 
heart set on adventure. Sadly, all she found 
was a Baltimore alley behind her house. Not 
much going on there. She did the logical thing 
and followed the first passerby, a woman 
walking her Great Dane. In fact, she followed 

Why  
Microchip 

Your Pet 

Violet’s
Dr. Tony Calo

Vet

Quality of life

a bit and talked to the wom-
an with the Great Dane and 
heard about the wayward 
dog’s time away from home. 
Violet was brought to a vet-
erinarian’s office where she 
was assessed for anything 
that may have identified an 
owner. This included being 
scanned for a microchip, and 
looking for tattoos. When 
none were found, the veteri-
narian suggested checking 
the lost-and-found section 
on Craigslist. The woman 
thought this was a good idea, 
but she was on her way to a barbeque. She 
of course invited Violet to go. As it turned out, 
Violet was the life of the party. She made 
many new friends, sampled all sorts of food, 
and overall had a great time. It was when 
they got home from the party that the woman 
checked Craigslist and found the ad about a 
lost French Bulldog with an incredibly worried 
human family. Violet came home that night 
happy and exhausted but not the least bit 
remorseful. All’s well that ends well for little 
Violet. Perhaps, but this story could have just 
as easily ended badly with Violet permanently 
lost, injured, or in the wrong hands.

The story of Violet’s great adventure 
brings up several important lessons for dog 
owners. First, be aware of your pet’s surround-
ings. If the hole in the fence had been found 
before the event instead of after, it could have 
been repaired, preventing The Violet Alert 
that occurred. The simple act of checking a 
fence thoroughly and routinely can avoid a 
lost dog. Second, never leave your dog unat-
tended outside, even in a fenced yard. Con-
nor had let the dogs out to do their afternoon 
business. They were alone for less than ten 
minutes while he switched over the laundry. 
What was thought a safe period of time alone 
resulted in a runaway Frenchie. Needless to 
say, Violet and the other canine housemates 

are not outside 
alone anymore, 
not even for a few 
seconds. Third, 
identify your pets. 
Having a name tag 
with your phone 
number secured 
to your dog’s collar 
is a start. In addi-
tion, all dogs and 
cats should have a 
microchip placed. 
The microchip 
should be univer-
sal, meaning that 

it can be read by any microchip scanner. All 
animal-control departments, humane societ-
ies, and most animal hospitals have scanners 
that can trace your microchipped pet back to 
you. Finally, keeping a written record of any 
specific physical characteristics is a must as 
these attributes can be easily forgotten under 
the stress of having to search for a lost pet. 
If you do lose a pet, have a plan. The Violet 
Search Committee made a plan quickly but 
an advance plan is better. Keep a list of you 
animal-loving friends and neighbors at hand 
in case you need to quickly form your own 
search committee. Also, keep recent pictures 
of your pet so that flyers can be made and 
quickly distributed around your neighborhood 
and to local animal shelters. It is also important 
to keep a list of the names and phone numbers 
of all local animal control departments, hu-
mane societies, and rescue groups so that an 
APB can be sent out immediately. It is also im-
portant to realize that no matter how prepared 
you are, losing a pet can still happen. Even 
though Violet’s dads are extremely careful with 
her, she managed to go on this adventure un-
attended. Being prepared if this ever happens 
to you and your pet, will hopefully result in an 
ending as happy as Violet’s. t

Send questions to violtesvet@baltimore-
outloud.com.

Now 
she’s one 

chipped 
bitch!
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by HarVey o
On the southwest corner of West Madison 
Street and North Charles Street in Mount 
Vernon (718 Washington Place) sits a 
remarkable home, the Graham-Hughes 
House. This French, Chateau-style house 
was completed in 1888 and presented as 
a wedding gift from George Graham to his 
wife, Sarah.

The home marks the northern end of 
Washington Place, the north-south axis of 
the parks that surround the Washington 
Monument, the east-west axis being Mount 
Vernon Place. The narrow front façade fac-
es Washington Place, with the house ex-
tending back along Madison. It sits on this 

real estate

narrow lot that now rests in the shadow of 
the Stafford Apartments.

The Grahams selected local architect, 
George Archer, to design the new home. 
Considering the Grahams’ means, the 
elite location and the prestigious site, Ar-
cher chose the fashionable Chateauesque 
style for his design. At the time, this style 
was being used by some of the wealthiest 
families in America, the most notable of 
which was a home for the Vanderbilts con-
structed on Fifth Avenue in New York City 
designed by Richard Morris Hunt several 
years earlier.

The exterior is clad with rock-faced 
marble blocks and detailed with carved 
marble lintels, sills, bas-relief plaques, 
entablatures, and balustrades. There are 
three full stories with a partial fourth floor 
under the roof’s gable along Madison. 
The raised basement elevates the home’s 
first floor approximately six feet above the 
street using oversized blocks to anchor the 
structure to the site. Slightly curved stairs 
take you up to the front porch, which is 
highlighted by dark grey granite columns, 
topped with carved marble capitals. Visi-
tors are met with a slender pair of nine-foot 
tall stile and rail wood doors, decorated 

The Markets’ Wild Ride
I’m expecting any potential pullback in the 
economy to be slight.

History has shown us that the stock mar-
kets tend to be a leading indicator moving up 
(or down) about six months prior to the econ-
omy expanding (or contracting). It could be 
that we’re in that six month window before we 
start to see the economy contract. 

While my prognostication may seem 
gloomy, it’s not necessary doom 
and gloom. Again, I don’t see us 
falling into hard economic times; 
I think that we might just hit a soft 
patch. We could see this year in 

the red with 2016 being choppy until we have 
clearer election picture, but I don’t see the 
next 12 months as another 2008.

I think that international developed coun-
tries are poised to outpace the U.S. for the 
next few years as they’re further behind in 
their recovery, they haven’t had the same run 
up in their markets, they started a stimulus 
program earlier this year, and they are enjoy-
ing the low cost of oil/gas and a high U.S dol-
lar. 

Whether things are going well in the mar-
kets or if you’re feeling a bit nervous from the 
ups and downs, you should review your port-
folio to make sure that you’re targeting a long-
term return that helps you pursue your goals 
at a risk tolerance that makes you comfort-
able. We have a free, no obligation risk analy-
sis that you can take on our website. Go to 
Partnershipwm.com and click the “Free Port-
folio Risk Analysis” button near the bottom of 
the home page on the right side of the screen. 
You’ll be able to answer questions that will 
help you better understand your tolerance for 
discomfort when markets decline while see-
ing what the potential maximum upside might 
be for that mix. We also offer appointments 
to review those results and compare them 
versus your current portfolio. Contact us to 
schedule a meeting via our website. t

about Woody: i started my career in 1998 
and have been independent since 2005. 
i have seen some of the best and worst 
markets in our history, which allows me to 
approach my clients with the knowledge 
of how the markets fit into their financial 
picture. I am a Certified Financial Plan-
ner professional and have the accredited 
domestic partnership advisor designation. 
Learn more by visiting Partnershipwm.com. 
the opinions voiced in this material are for 
informational purposes only and are not 
intended to provide specific advice to any 
individual.  Consult your legal, tax, and/or 
financial advisor to determine what is ap-
propriate for your situation.

by woody derriCKs
It had been about four years since the S&P 
500 dropped more than 10% from a peak and 
that’s more than twice the average duration. 
We reached that decline on Monday, August 
24th. It could just be that we were due, ner-
vousness of Wall Street, or it could be that 
the markets are bracing for an economic 
slowdown.

This year has been another 
roller-coaster year for the stock 
markets, but it’s the first year to 
test the stomachs of investors 
since 2011. As I’ve written in the 
past, the stock markets do not like uncer-
tainty; and we have quite a bit of that going 
around. Policy and economic changes in 
China, oil and gas prices, the possibility of 
the Fed raising interest rates, and the state of 
economies around the globe are making the 
markets queasy.

Another bit of uncertainty comes from 
the 2016 elections. We’ve seen several very 
close presidential races of late and this time 

around might be close as well. While Wall 
Street might not like who wins, knowing what 
to expect may help to calm the markets’ jitters 
just in time for next year’s holidays.

I think that two-term presidential cycles 
of the past will continue with Obama. If you 
look at the economies during the terms of the 
past four presidents (I’m grouping President 
George H. W. Bush in with President Rea-
gan), you’ll notice that they all started weak, 
improved near the end of their first term, and 
began to decline during their second term. 

I believe that we’re currently near the 
peak of this economic cycle. This is sup-
ported by the U.S. stopping the stimulus and 
why the U.S. appears poised to raise interest 
rates. Because our recovery has been slow, 

 2015 
Edition

your moNey

Wedding 
Cake House

“If you look at the 
economies during the 
terms of the past four 

presidents, you’ll notice 
that they all started 
weak, improved near 
the end of their first 
term, and began to 
decline during their 

second term.”
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the Graham-
Hughes House

with bronze studs that open into a decora-
tive marble floored vestibule.

On the Madison Street elevation is one 
of the home’s more distinctive features, a 
soaring chimney that begins at the ground 
with large marble blocks. There is a simple 
smooth band that transitions to smaller 
stones that also make up the majority of 
the home’s exterior above the basement 
level. From this point, the chimney narrows 
using a graceful ogee of serpent-like stone 
scales that is punctuated by an ornately 
carved pediment. Above that is a bas-relief 
panel that extends from the second floor to 
halfway up the third. The remainder of the 
chimney extends beyond the roofline using 
the smaller marble stones and culminates 
with a simple dental detail beneath the 

flared capstones.
But as amazing and well 

detailed as the home’s chim-
ney may be, it is the redhead-
ed stepchild to the turret that 
punctuates it northeast corner. 
Rising three floors above the 
ground level and topped with 
a tapered slate roof and cop-
per finial, the turret is well de-
tailed and proportioned. The 
second and third floor windows 
are shorter than the first floor 
to create the illusion of greater 
height. Intricately carved pan-
els band the tower at each floor 
level. The most ornate detailing 
is located above the first floor 
windows, slightly less detail 
above the second, then finally, 
a deceptively simple festooning 
feature at the top. And what re-
ally brings home the quality of 
this home is the curved glass 
that makes up each of the tur-
ret’s windows.

This home has always held 
an allure for me. I love the fact 

that this structure is still a single-family 
home. This is due, in no small part, to the 
Graham’s daughter, Isabella. She moved 
into the home with her husband, Thomas 
Hughes after the death of her mother. She 
lived there until her death in 1977. Be-
cause the house remained in the family 
for nearly 90 years, it was never divided 
into apartments or sold off for office space, 
like so many of the other dwellings along 
Mount Vernon and Washington Place. The 
dwelling has had only two other owners 
since the death of Isabella and is the last 
single-family home facing the parks.

The home is sometimes referred to as 
“the wedding cake house” due to its beauti-
ful detail and decoration and is on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. t

real estate
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former coal mining towns had antique 
shops, art galleries, and other fun little ca-
fes to explore. 

I saw a lot during my short visit to West 
Virginia. I hope to return for a longer stay 
soon. I am embarrassed to admit that my 
prior knowledge of this neighboring state 
had been limited to Hollywood Casino at 
Charles Town Races and The Club in Mar-
tinsburg, West Virginia. There is much to 
see and enjoy in West Virginia and John 
Floyd at Man Place clearly loves to play 
host and tour guide. When planning a get-
away I usually think of the beach or anoth-
er big city. Stress reduction and relaxation 
can easily be found in the mountains. You 
just have to take those twisting and turn-
ing roads. West Virginia really is “wild and 
wonderful.” Who knew? t

Falls State Park. The scenery was just 
breathtaking but I couldn’t help thinking 
what it would look like in a few weeks when 
the fall colors arrive. 

We also visited the quaint towns of 
Davis, West Virginia, (population 648) and 
Thomas, West Virginia, (population 568). 
We had lunch at Hellbender Burritos (at 
457 William Avenue in Davis) and the food 
was amazing. Named after the Hellbender 
salamander, a species that is native to Da-
vis, this cozy little local hangout had huge, 
freshly made burritos and wonderful micro-
brews from local brew pubs. Both of these 

 The Road 
Less 

Traveled
On Friday, September 11 I took a long 
drive from my home in Baltimore and head-
ed west to the rolling hills of West Virginia. 
I wanted a little getaway from the city so I 
thought I would go meet with John Floyd, 
owner of the Man Place Bed & Breakfast. 
John had sent me detailed directions but 
I still pulled over several times to look at 
the map on my cellphone to make sure I 
was headed the right way as I passed 

countless farms on twisting-turning roads. 
This was truly the country. A sign advertis-
ing “hard rock” was not going to point me 
towards a cafe. I felt as if I was following 
a treasure map and I could not wait to be 
rewarded with a mountain retreat. The di-
rections were all correct and I soon found 
myself in Purgitsville, West Virginia. 

The Man Place resort is located off of 
U.S. 220 up a hill with a street sign that 
reads “Man Place.” The modern rounded 
house sits on top of a mountain surround-
ed by 65 acres of mostly wooded land. 
There are four beautifully decorated bed-
rooms available for rent. All rooms have 

HDTV and wireless connectivity is avail-
able. Room rates range from $60 to $120 
a night. Friday and Saturday rates include 
dinner and a full breakfast. Usually Sun-
day-to-Thursday rates include only a conti-
nental breakfast, but John is very flexible. 

Man Place also has an additional ame-
nity not usually found in a country bed-
and-breakfast – a fully equipped dungeon 
complete with a leather sling, floggers, 
restraints, and countless toys. Also after 
a tour of the tastefully decorated house, 
John took me on some of the wooded trails 
on the property and pointed out areas that 
have been used for outdoor bondage. I 
quickly learned that John is very much a 
part of the leather community. The resort 
is also so secluded that there is also no 
problem if guests are looking for a cloth-
ing-optional experience. 

I had prepared a few questions and 
was anxious to learn a little more about my 
host. After growing up in nearby Keyser, 
West Virginia, John took a life path that 
many gay folks have taken. In 1994 he left 
his small town and moved to the big city. 
For John that big city was Pittsburgh, Penn-

sylvania. There 
he discovered 
an active leather 
community and 
the Three Rivers 
Leather Club that 
had been founded 
in 1991. He has 
now been a mem-
ber of the Three 
Rivers Leather 
Club for over 20 
years, includ-
ing four years as 
president. Ten 
years ago he re-
turned to West 
Virginia and pur-
chased the Man 
Place property. 
He has only been 
opening his place 

to guests for the past three years. 
The view of the mountains from the 

house’s deck is so relaxing that I could 
have easily sat there with a beer all day. 
John, however, was very excited to show 
me some of the many attractions in the 
area. He quickly handed me a large map 
of the Monongahela National Forest. 
Founded in 1920, the park covers 919,000 
acres and features countless hiking trails, 
fishing, bicycling, and abundant wildlife, 
including 225 species of birds. I am sure 
that if I stayed there long enough I would 
find myself at a bear event. I really enjoyed 
seeing the large waterfalls at Blackwater 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

man Place bed & 
breakfast in 

metropolitan 
Purgitsville, west 

Virginia

Can you say 
‘Picture postcard’?

‘rustic’ need not 
imply ‘spartan’



baltimore outloud  SEPTEMBER 18, 2015  •  baLtiMoreoutLoud.CoM  t  25 



26 t  baltimore outloud    SEPTEMBER 18, 2015 •  baLtiMoreoutLoud.CoM



baltimore outloud  SEPTEMBER 18, 2015  •  baLtiMoreoutLoud.CoM  t  27 



28 t  baltimore outloud    SEPTEMBER 18, 2015 •  baLtiMoreoutLoud.CoM


