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Gay Man Appointed 
to Lead AIRS
OrganizatiOn tO 
fOcus On services 
tO LgBtQ hOmeLess 
yOuth.

By Steve Charing
F.T. Burden was named as the first Af-
rican-American and gay man to ever 
hold the position of President and CEO 
of AIDS Interfaith Residential Services 
(AIRS) as well as Empire Homes of 
Maryland (EHM). These organizations 
are among the city’s largest providers 
of housing and supportive services to 
homeless and/or disabled individuals 
and families. They work to enhance 
the quality of life, emphasizing self-suf-
ficiency for low-income and homeless 
individuals and families living with or at 
risk of HIV/AIDS or other disabilities.
 The appointment of Mr. Burden on 
August 10 was aimed at creating great-
er efficiency and integration as well as 
eliminating redundancies between the 
two organizations. He replaces Leslie 
Leitch, who left the organization. Bur-
den will be responsible for the perfor-
mance and results of both organiza-
tions where he has served 8 years in 
various leadership roles.
 Since founding EHM, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of AIRS in 2006, 
Burden has been its Executive Direc-
tor and has led the organization to 
three consecutive years of operating 
surpluses. In this role, he has devel-
oped 53 housing units, and currently 
has 55 units in production.
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-- continued on page 26

By JoSh ateroviS
Plato once said, “Poetry is nearer to vital 
truth than history.” What else but poetry can 
speak so directly to the spirit? Whether the 
poems are read from the page, set to music 
in song, rapped over beats, or spoken from 
the stage, they have the ability to cut through 
to the heart in a way few other art forms 
can. As a writer of prose, I’ve always been 
amazed how poetry seems to flow directly 
from the soul of true poet.
 Soul is especially important to local 
spoken word artist, Michelle Antoinette — 
better known as Love the Poet. A Columbia, 
Maryland native, Love started writing poetry 
at age eleven when her parents separated, 
and discovered spoken word performance 
poetry while attending Coppin State Univer-
sity in Baltimore. Ten years later, she’s a ris-
ing star in the spoken word community, tour-
ing the country with a national poetry troupe, 
and a successful recording artist.
 While Love is an out and proud lesbi-
an, she is able to see the world through the 
eyes of many different people from all walks 
of life. On her latest album, The Chrysalis: 

Baltimore Outloud publisher, 
mike Chase, retires
Mike Chase, the first and only publisher of 
Baltimore OUTloud, has retired and moved 
to Albuquerque, New Mexico to pursue oth-
er challenges. Pride Media, the corporate 
owner of Baltimore OUTloud, hired Mike 
as one of its first acts, and he has guided 
the newspaper for the past six years. Pride 

Media President, Jim Williams, and Board 
Chair, Jim Becker, have assumed Mike’s 
position as co-publishers.
 In announcing the change in leader-
ship, Jim Williams praised Mike’s work on 
behalf of the newspaper. “Mike has worked 

-- contined on page 26

-- contined on page 09
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anger management: We  
could all use it

The summer of discontent is about to fade 
away soon. At least the summer part will. 
This has been one of the stormiest, hottest, 
turbulent summers in memory, and I’m not 
referring to the weather. Everybody is pissed 
off at well, seemingly everybody.
 Vitriolic town hall meetings around the 
country concerning health-care reform have 
dominated the news. Politicians are angry 
with each other. LGBT folks, environmental-
ists and immigration advocates are enraged 
at President Obama for not acting on issues 
of importance to these groups at a faster 
pace.
 LGBT activists are incensed at former 
President Bill Clinton for his role in the nefar-
ious “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and the Defense 
of Marriage Act or DOMA. Clinton, in turn, is 
angry at gays for not helping him gain sup-
port in Congress to ward off DADT.
 There also remains an unyielding rage 
towards the slow economy and bailouts used 
to revive it. Arguments are breaking out at 
the office water cooler. The terms “Socialist” 
and “Hitler” are being thrown around indis-
criminately. Heck, Philadelphia Eagles fans 
are outraged over the signing of dog-abus-
ing, ex-felon Michael Vick. But then again, 
those fans are perennially grumpy.
 What’s going on here?
 Clearly, health-care reform and its con-
comitant protests have taken over the spot-
light in recent weeks. But it appears that 
these scenes of rage are not so much about 
the specifics contained in the proposed leg-
islation in which several components have 
been fabricated for political purposes. (I 
wonder how many protesters truly under-
stand the details.)
 A lot of the wrath is fueled and organized 
by a small noisy minority who are cranky 
because they are out of power and that the 
country is run by an African-American who 
is decidedly smarter than them. They’re op-
posed to Obama at every turn, regardless of 
what he tries to achieve.
 These are the same groups who idolize 
the numbskull Sarah Palin and believes her 
rubbish about “death panels.” Some have 
even taken to carrying weapons to the afore-
mentioned town halls.
 Speaking of madness and Palin, recall 
on the campaign trail when she whipped 
her minions up in a frenzy to the point when 
some shouted out “terrorist” and “kill him” re-

ferring to Obama. And to her utter disgrace, 
Palin said absolutely nothing to tamp down 
the hateful rhetoric.
 And then you add to the stew the nut-
cases of Rush Limbaugh, Glenn Beck and 
Lou Dobbs and it’s easy to see why there is 
so much stewing.
 Even ex-presidents aren’t immune from 
the surly atmosphere. During a Netroots Na-
tion gathering in Pittsburgh last month, an 
angry lgbt activist identified as Lane Hudson 
interrupted the principal speaker Bill Clinton 
with a condemnation of his role in DADT and 
DOMA.
 Wagging that famous finger, Clinton re-
plied with a shaky voice, ‘’You want to talk 
about Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell? I’ll tell you ex-
actly what happened. You couldn’t delivery 
me any support in the Congress! And they 
voted by a veto-proof majority in both hous-
es against my attempt to let gays serve in 
the military…And all 
-- most of you did 
was to attack me 
instead of getting 
me some support in 
the Congress. Now, 
that’s the truth!’’
 S o m e t h i n g 
could be said for the 
fact that gays did not 
mobilize support in 
Congress back in 
1993, though it would have probably been 
futile then. But the President did not have 
any standing with the military based on the 
perception that he dodged the draft during 
the Vietnam War. That alone would have 
iced his executive order.
 He was also a new president who eked 
out a victory during a three-man race and 
won with a minority of votes cast, so his 
legitimacy in the minds of many was never 
fully established.
 With no cache of political capital to 
spend on this issue, the military brass led by 
Colin Powell, forced Clinton to retreat. And 
Senator Sam Nunn led the congressional 
opposition, so the best Clinton could do was 
the so-called compromise of “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell.” Sixteen years after that debacle, 
the anger remains and is still palpable—in 
both directions.
 The problem with all this finger pointing 
and irascibility is that thoughtful, reasoned 
ideas get drowned out by the noise. We saw 
the boisterous hubbub in Towson where 
Rep. Ben Cardin held a town hall. The coun-

try, already divided by the policies of the 
Bush presidency, is rupturing again after a 
brief feel-good respite between November’s 
election and the inauguration.
 The anger by lgbt activists over the 
president’s perceived slowness in taking on 
our issues, I believe, is unreasonable given 
his right as president to establish his own set 
of priorities and schedule for his administra-
tion. Plus his term still has well over three 
years remaining, which allows time for ac-
tion on his part. But at least the exaspera-
tion got his attention and demonstrates that 
we are not asleep at the switch like we were 
back in 1993.
 Sometimes expressing disdain con-
cerning policy or even towards policy-mak-
ers is healthy and in a democracy it is part 
of our fabric. But the heated furor as exhib-
ited during this searing summer can be a bit 
much, and we should all take a deep breath 
and cool off some. 

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is at www.
SteveCharing.blogspot.com.

“A lot of the wrath is fueled and 
organized by a small noisy minority 
who are cranky because they are out 
of power and that the country is run by 
an African-American who is decidedly 
smarter than them.”

outspoken
By Steve Charing
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Maryland Attorney General 
Douglas Gansler is expected 
very soon to hand down an 
opinion on whether or not the 
state will recognize the same-
sex marriages that were validly 
performed in other states. Since 
Maryland has not yet legalized 
same-sex marriage, a favorable 
ruling by the Attorney General is 
considered crucial in the over-
all quest to achieve marriage 
equality in the state.
 The Attorney General has 
been a strong supporter of 
same-sex marriage and distin-
guished himself by testifying on 
behalf of the bill that would have legalized it 
in Maryland.
 While Governor Martin O’Malley has 
not publicly supported the Religious Free-
dom and Civil Marriage Protection Act, he 
made a positive comment on a WTOP radio 
broadcast on July 7 that was well received 
by lgbt activists.
 The Governor responded to a question 
on whether Maryland should recognize valid 
same-sex marriages from other states by 
explaining: “I think that it’s very difficult to 
deny equal rights to people when it comes 
to rights that are dispersed by government 
rather than a faith or a church and so I think 
if a person has these rights under another 
state than I think we’re sore pressed to deny 
those rights, so yes, I think we probably 
should respect those rights.”
 Clearly this is new territory to navigate, 
and Equality Maryland, the state’s principal 
lgbt civil rights advocacy organization is 
preparing to treat this as a high priority by 
developing a strategy. Interim Managing Di-
rector David Toth discussed the possibilities 
of this impending ruling with OUTloud.

oL: What are the next steps should the 
attorney rule in our favor?
Dt: Unfortunately, it’s impossible to say con-
clusively until we see exactly how the opin-
ion is legally worded. This is one reason why 
we are attempting to plan for all scenarios. It 
is possible that the process of guaranteeing 
that marriages are honored could involve a 
proactive directive from the Governor’s Of-
fice to all state agencies to review how they 
may comply with the opinion.

equality maryland Prepares for ag 
Opinion on Out-of-state marriages

news // local

oL: is there a mechanism whereby our 
opponents can overrule the attorney 
general’s ruling and/or a possible gov-
ernor’s directive, if that is the outcome? 
if so, what is the strategy to combat it?
Dt: Making sure the other side has as little 
opportunity as possible to challenge such 
positive actions is a priority of our legal 
team. Still, we are preparing for the possi-
bility that we may be forced to play defense 
as well as offense. If Maryland does, indeed, 
honor these legal marriages, this work will 
be worth it -- families deserve these protec-
tions now, not when the legislature finally is 
ready to do the right thing and pass marriage 
equality.

oL: eQmD is trying to build up a fund 
for this initiative. how will the funds be 
spent, or in other words, how can money 
help in this matter?
Dt: Equality Maryland has earmarked spe-
cific funds to provide staff and consulting ex-
pertise for this project. We have organized a 
team of legal organizations to work together 
to guarantee smooth passage should the 
opinion be in our favor. We are reaching out 
to local jurisdictions to enlist support and 
prepare them for possible compliance. We 
are soliciting public support for marriage 
equality from opinion leaders. We are work-
ing with couples to speak to the press on this 
issue. And we are briefing all our legislative 
allies to assure that there is no traction for 
backlash in the 2010 legislative session. 

For more information, visit 
equalitymaryland.org.

David Toft (l.) receives proceeds from PW’s owner John Cook following a 
fundraiser for Equality Maryland’s Ermergency Out-of-State Recognition Fund.
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news // local

national equality march in 
Washington set for October 11
LGBT activists and 
allies are poised to 
meet by the United 
States Capitol in 
Washington, DC on 
October 11. The first 
national gathering of 
lgbt volunteers, com-
munity members, and 
supporters since the 
2008 elections and 
the passage of Propo-
sition 8, this event is 
aimed at providing 
a powerful opportu-
nity to harness the 
energy—both excite-
ment and anger—that 
this historic year has 
sparked.
 “The Human 
Rights Campaign con-
siders October 11 in 
Washington DC to be 
a starting point—not 
a destination,” said HRC President Joe Sol-
monese on a statement. “Those who join us 
in the nation’s capital have more work ahead 
of them after the crowds clear. They need 
to become citizen lobbyists, ready and able 
to tell their Senators and members of Con-
gress what this community needs to see: an 
ENDA that protects every single one of us. 
Repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell. Repeal of 
DOMA. Protections for our families.”
 “I’ve heard criticism about this gather-
ing diverting resources from existing goals 
such as marriage equality in Maine and New 
Jersey,” added Solmonese. “It’s our intention 
and our obligation to ensure that in October, 
we amplify our energy not divert it. Will and 
commitment are unlimited resources. We in-
tend to ensure that when the event in Wash-
ington is over, many more of us will know not 
only the work that lies ahead, but how to turn 
that energy into action.”
 Besides HRC, other major national lgbt 
organizations who have endorsed the march 
include the Gay Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation (GLAAD) and the Universal Fel-
lowship of Metropolitan Community Church-
es (MCC). Local and state grassroots orga-
nizations like Join the Impact Chicago, One 
Struggle One Fight and Freedom Democrats 
of Miami-Dade also support the march.

 Kip Williams, one of the march’s orga-
nizers said, “We’re marching this October to 
demand action from the Federal government 
to protect our rights in all fifty states. Real 
equality can only come from the President, 
the Congress and the Supreme Court.”
 For more information, visit Nation-
alEqualityMarch.com. 

OUTloud News Poll
hoW Do you think Senator 
teD kenneDy WiLL Be BeSt 
rememBereD? 

By his idealism, causes and 
legislative accomplishments
As being another member of 
the Kennedy dynasty
By the scandals that were 
linked to him

 
to vote:
visit www.baltimoreoutloud.com

•

•

•
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FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 25
 A special wine and cheese reception       
6pm-10pm featuring live entertainment.  
Mingle and meet the artists!

SATURDAY 26th & SUNDAY 27th 
          3pm-7pm— Art viewing and sales, live
          entertainment. Auction ends Sunday 4:30pm

An Art ExtravaganzaAn Art Extravaganza

Q 'n' AQ 'n' A
ART SHOW & SILENT AUCTIONART SHOW & SILENT AUCTION

September 25September 25thth, 26, 26thth, 27, 27thth

Entertainment provided by      Entertainment provided by      
violinist Matthew Wolf Shull.violinist Matthew Wolf Shull.

Featuring the work of Featuring the work of 
Local LGBT ArtistsLocal LGBT Artists

Silent Auction* to benefitSilent Auction* to benefit

Chase Brexton Health ServicesChase Brexton Health Services
Providing quality health care to the LGBT Community.Providing quality health care to the LGBT Community.

&&

Trans-UnitedTrans-United
The best resources supporting the transgender community. The best resources supporting the transgender community. 

Sponsored by Sponsored by Baltimore OUTloud, Maryland's Baltimore OUTloud, Maryland's 

independent LGBT community voice.independent LGBT community voice.

@ The Cork Factory@ The Cork Factory
302 East Federal Street302 East Federal Street

Baltimore, MD 21202Baltimore, MD 21202

QueersandArt@gmail.comQueersandArt@gmail.com

301-841-7880301-841-7880

●* * Auction closes Sunday, September 27th at 4:30pm.  Purchases are  tax-deductible for a Auction closes Sunday, September 27th at 4:30pm.  Purchases are  tax-deductible for a 

charitable cause. Winning bidders will be notified and responsible for collecting art, charitable cause. Winning bidders will be notified and responsible for collecting art, 

payment due upon collection. In case of forfeit, subsequent highest bidders will be notified. payment due upon collection. In case of forfeit, subsequent highest bidders will be notified. 

A Max Rulz ProductionA Max Rulz Production

fundraiser for Johns 
hopkins hospital’s moore 
clinic at melba’s

Money to be used to help HIV/ 
AIDS patients receive treatments.

On Saturday, Septem-
ber 12, The Ninth An-
nual Michael Del Bi-
anco Pharmacy Fund 

Fundraiser will take place at Melba’s Place, 3126 Greenmount Avenue in Waverly. It will run 
from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 The goal of this event is to raise money for the fund used at The Johns Hopkins Hospital 
Moore Clinic to help with the purchase of medications and assistance with co-payments as 
well as durable medical equipment.
 “The Del Bianco Fund has been a significant part of Johns Hopkins ability to assist pa-
tients in getting and maintaining their treatment regimens,” Karen Feldman, a case manager 
for 10 years at the Moore Clinic, told OUTloud. “I have seen some amazing turn-arounds in 
patients’ health and overall well-being thanks in part to the patients’ own diligence in taking 
amazing and cutting edge treatments.”
 Ms. Feldman worked in the HIV/AIDS field since she started volunteering on the AIDS 
hotline, run by HERO, in 1985. She had worked for Baltimore City Health Department, 
HERO and Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health and the School of 
Medicine, specifically at The Moore Clinic.
 Tickets are only $10 per person. There will be food and beverages available plus a raffle 
and silent auction. For more information, please contact Karen Feldman at (410) 955-1170 or 
e-mail kfeldma2@jhmi.edu. 

news // local
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gay on the Bay
Chesapeake Pride Festival 
succeeds in new location.

By Steve Charing
A warm, sparkling sunny day and our state’s 
biggest treasure, the Chesapeake Bay, 
provided the backdrop for the 10th annual 
Chesapeake Pride Festival held in Edgewa-
ter on August 1. The festival, which changed 
its previous venue from the landlocked Anne 
Arundel fair grounds to the glorious site at 
Mayo Beach Park on the bay, attracted ap-
proximately 500 folks.
 Not only were the beach and warm wa-
ter used by sunbathers and swimmers, but 
there were plenty of shaded areas to sit and 
relax, a pavilion where a lively drag show 
and underwear fashion show took place 
and a stage where a string of outstanding 
performers entertained the crowd. Food and 
beverages were available and without the 
long lines.
 “This was certainly the best year for us 
since we began Chesapeake Pride,” John 
Petrosillo, an organizer and spokesperson 

for the event told OUTloud. “Everyone we 
have heard from so far loved the venue and 
we were so blessed to have such beautiful 
weather. Feedback on the event itself has 
also been very positive.”
 The venue in the park featured a wide 
array of antique and vintage cars displayed 
by members of the Straight Eights Region of 
the Lambda Car Club International—an lgbt 
group with a strong interest in these types of 
autos.
 Entertainment was non-stop throughout 
the 6-hour festival. Ana Lockett, Michelle 
Raymond, Angie Miller & Meg Murray, and 
Tom Goss were among the performers. Miss 
Chesapeake Pride, Miss Stormy Vain, head-
lined the drag acts.
 Rev. Wayne Schwandt of the Metropoli-
tan Community Church of the Chesapeake in 
Annapolis performed a blessing of relation-
ships to over a dozen couples. The MCC is 
the principal organizer of Chesapeake Pride, 
and Rev. Schwandt was the lead organizer.
 In a low-key atmosphere, festival-go-
ers—many donning beachwear—strolled 
along the park grounds perusing nearly 40 
vendor booths that represented various lgbt 
organizations and gay-friendly businesses. 
Groups ranging from the Young Democrats 
of Maryland and Equality Maryland to Anne 
Arundel NOW, Rapture Bead Designs, 
Moveable Feast and Dog Rescue of Mary-

land set up shop at the festival.
 “While we are still evaluating the fi-
nancial outcome of the non-profit event, we 
never measure our success financially,” ex-
plained Petrosillo. “Our goal each year is to 
provide a day of fun and fellowship in an en-
vironment where lgbtq and supportive folks 
in the area can be themselves and celebrate 
who we are. Based on [this year’s festival], I 
feel that mission was accomplished.”

A view of Chesapeake Pride from the bay

Lead organizer Rev. Wayne Schwandt introduces the volunteers

 This is the only gay pride festival in the 
Annapolis area, and while it is intended pri-
marily for Anne Arundel and Southern Mary-
land residents, many from Baltimore and 
D.C. also attended. 

news // local
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people we like

Jon Boesche
By Jay Loane
On the last Friday of August as the rain 
came down outside, I sat in a booth at the 
Double T Diner on Route 40 in White Marsh 
with WWMX (Mix 106.5) radio DJ personal-
ity Jon Boesche.
 With a unique following within our com-
munity, not only can you hear Jon on the 
radio doing the “Noon Work-Out” with his 
co-host Maria Dennis but you can find him 
many weekends at Club 1722.
 Boesche was flattered when one day 
Club 1722 General Manager Michael Kohl 
called the radio station, seeking him to DJ 
at the club. “I was intimidated by the call” 
stated Boesche. “I didn’t think that I was cool 
enough to pull it off”.
 Working as a DJ on the radio, up un-
til then, gave Jon the ability to stay behind 
the scenes instead of out in the open. I had 
heard his name before but couldn’t put my 
finger on where—until now. I mean, I am a 
fan of the ‘Noon Work-Out;’ however I knew 
his name from somewhere else and to add 
insult to injury, I was surprised at just how 
much our lives paralleled each other.
 I moved to Ocean City (MD) in 1984 and 
as Jon was finishing up as the main DJ at the 
Carousel Club when I started working at the 
Carousel Hotel. We were both involved in 
one way or another with local bands. And we 
hung out at many of the same places too. He 
was also one of my favorite radio personali-
ties on 100KHI. He could also be heard on 
OC104.
 A graduate of Stephen Decatur High 
School in Berlin (MD) in 1977, Boesche went 
on to DJ at local Eastern Shore radio sta-
tions. It was during this time that he honed 
his career, and after talking with the Carou-

sel’s General Manager explaining that he 
could do a better job as the club’s DJ, the 
rest is as they say, is history.
 In 1997, Boesche started working at the 
local CBS radio station, B102.7.
 Approximately 7 years ago, and as Jon 
stated, “it was purely accidental,” that he 
was paired up with Maria Dennis. “I am the 
fuse to her dynamite.”
 “We bicker like brothers and sisters and 
to the audience, we are extremely relate 
able.”
 There is no music out there that in one 
way or another Jon hasn’t been able to mix 
into the show. “Most of the songs we play 
are upbeat, retro and popular dance music; 
[however] sometimes we add in those ‘Ooh-
Wow’ songs that make people remember 
special times in their lives.” There have been 
times where out of the blue during the show 
the listener was treated to something odd – 
like country, Brooks and Dunn to be exact.
 Personally Jon’s taste in music runs the 
gamut from 70’s lite rock to Euro. Artists like 
Amber, Hall & Oates and the late Michael 
Jackson are among his favorites.
 He is a lover of Italian and seafood; en-
joys a nice cold Coca-Cola, and when his 
schedule allows him to relax with a good 
book, he enjoys writer Anne Rice.
 You have learned a little of Jon Boe-
sche’s past and what he has been up to late-
ly. So, what does the future hold for him?
 He has two new venues coming soon. 
One takes place at The Hippo starting Sep-
tember 10th. 
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OUTloud’s queer TV guide: 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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news // beyond the beltway

Challenge to federal 
marriage law dismissed
San Francisco, Ca - A judge has dismissed 
a lawsuit that challenged the federal ban 
on same-sex marriage. U.S. District Judge 
David O. Carter ruled Aug. 24 that a legal 
challenge brought by a gay couple from Cali-
fornia against the Defense of Marriage Act 
last year was filed improperly in state court. 
The suit, brought by Arthur Smelt and Chris-
topher Hammer, charged that DOMA, which 
prevents the federal government and states 
that do not recognize same-sex marriage 
from granting same-sex couples marriage 
benefits, violates their constitutional rights 
to privacy, travel and free expression. The 
couple filed the suit in California state court 
in December, and it was transferred to fed-
eral court in March.
 Richard Gilbert, attorney for the plain-
tiffs, told the Associated Press that he 
brought the case to the state court because 
a federal judge would not waive court fees 
for Smelt and Hammer, who are disabled. 
He plans to re-file in federal court. Jennifer 
Pfizer, director of Lambda Legal’s Marriage 
Project, expressed disappointment that the 
suit was dismissed before a judge could rule 
on its merits. “The case was dismissed for 
procedural reasons without reaching the im-
portant legal questions,” she said.
 Smelt and Hammer’s suit has been in 
the national spotlight in the past few months, 
after the Department of Justice issued two 
motions urging the court to dismiss the 
case. The first DOJ brief, filed in June, was 
met with sharp criticism from the lgbt com-
munity for its strong support of DOMA and 
its comparison of same-sex marriage to in-
cest. The department filed another brief last 

CompiLeD By Jim BeCker week that again asked the court to dismiss 
the suit, but this time expressed the admin-
istration’s position that the 1996 law is dis-
criminatory. President Obama also issued a 
statement last week that reiterated his op-
position to DOMA and asserted that the DOJ 
is compelled to defend existing law, even if 
it is antithetical to the administration’s view-
points. The president urged Congress to 
work for the repeal of DOMA. (Philadelphia 
Gay News - Jen Colletta at epgn.com)

Violence against gay 
men continues in Iraq
Baghdad, Iraq - The Human Rights Watch 
released a 67-page report August 17 detail-
ing the violence and abuse suffered by gay 
Iraqis at the hands of death squads targeting 
“effeminate men.” “The most trivial details of 
appearance -- the length of a man’s hair, the 
fit of his clothes -- could determine whether 
he lived or died,” the report read. Moqtada 
al-Sadr’s Mahdi Army militia of Sadr City in 
Baghdad has been propagating fear of the 
“third sex” and the “feminization” of Iraqi 
men, encouraging militia action against 
those deemed “effeminate.” Witnesses re-
ported that Iraqi security forces have also 
participated in the massacre.
 “Iraq’s leaders are supposed to defend 
all Iraqis, not abandon them to armed agents 
of hate,” Scott Long, director of the Lesbi-
an, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights 
Program at Human Rights Watch, said in a 
statement August 17. “Turning a blind eye to 
torture and murder threatens the rights and 
life of every Iraqi.” The report chronicles sev-

eral incidents of execution, kidnapping, and 
torture. It is difficult to determine the exact 
number of victims involved; stigma regarding 
sexuality keeps many Iraqi citizens silent.
 While consensual sex acts among peo-
ple of the same gender are not criminal of-
fenses in Iraq, gay and lesbian Iraqis can be 
viewed as harmful or shameful to their fami-
lies and become the victims of “honor kill-
ings,” which are viewed as maintaining the 
honor of a family or tribe and are therefore 
protected by law. Hamid (name has been 
changed to protect his identity) recalled in the 
report the last day he saw his partner. “It was 
late one night in early April, and they came 
to take my partner at his parents’ home. Four 
armed men barged into the house, masked 
and wearing black. They asked for him by 
name; they insulted him and took him in front 
of his parents.\,” Hamid said. The body of his 
partner was found in the neighborhood the 
next day in a pile of garbage. His genitals 
and a piece of his throat were missing. (Bay 
Windows- Hannah Clay Wareham at bay-
windows.com)

Cambridge, Mass. mayor 
to marry longtime 
partner

Cambridge, ma - Cambridge mayor Denise 
Simmons, the first black lesbian mayor in 
America, married long-time partner Mattie 
B Hayes on Sunday, August 30 at St Bar-
tholomew’s Episcopal Church. Simmons 
has indicated that this may be the first Af-
rican-American church to hold a same-sex 
wedding ceremony.
 As Cambridge mayor, Simmons serves 
as head of the city’s legislative body. She 
grew up in Cambridge and attended Cam-
bridge schools. She received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Sociology from the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts at Boston, and 
a Master’s degree in Psychotherapy from 
Antioch College. She was elected mayor in 
2008 and replaced the first African Ameri-
can openly gay man to serve as mayor in the 
United States.
 At the time of her swearing in last year 
she made sure that she mentioned the lgbt 
community. She said, “to my lgbt community 
I say, we have entered.” (Bay Windows - Sue 
O’Connell at baywindows.com & Wikipedia)

HRC gives $75K for 
Maine marriage fight
portland, maine - Marty Rouse, National 
Field Director for the Human Rights Cam-
paign, delivered a check for $50,000 to 

Maine’s ’’No On 1 - Protect Marriage Equal-
ity’’ campaign August 12, totaling HRC’s 
current contributions to the campaign at 
$75,000. The Human Rights Campaign has 
also sent staff members to the Pine Tree 
State to aid the campaign, which aims to 
keep laws allowing Maine’s same-sex cou-
ples to wed off the ballot this November.
 Those in opposition to marriage equal-
ity in the state, however, have mounted a 
fierce campaign that includes the recent hir-
ing of the California firm that ran publicity for 
Proposition 8 and a heavy influx of donations 
from across the country. Rouse, however, is 
not daunted. “We don’t need to match our 
opponents,” he said. “But we do need to 
raise significant funds. This campaign is a 
grassroots campaign and we feel confident 
this campaign will be won by the grassroots, 
but we must try as best we can to raise a 
significant amount of money.”
 With the continued support from orga-
nizations and citizens that support marriage 
equality, Rouse believes that marriage for 
same-sex couples in Maine will be protected 
and set an example for the rest of the coun-
try. “Once we win here, we solidify New Eng-
land, and that would be a terrific thing for not 
only New England, but our entire country.” 
(Bay Windows - Hannah Clay Wareham at 
baywindows.com)

Wash. marriage rights 
group sues to block 
referendum

Seattle, Wa - On August 27, Washington 
Families Standing Together WAFST filed 
a lawsuit to prevent the Secretary of State 
from certifying Referendum 71 to the ballot. 
If R-71 is placed on the ballot, voters will be 
asked to approve or disapprove of Senate 
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The Rebirth of Maria Antoinette, Love 
speaks powerfully about the lives affected 
by a life lived on the down low in “Passion 
Fruit Tea.” She hosts Be Free Fridays on 
the last Friday of every month at the Eubie 
Blake Center on North Howard Street in 
Baltimore.
 I recently spoke to Love about her art, 
the Punany Poets, coming out, and her 
newest venture.

Josh aterovis: Where did your stage 
name come from?
Love: Love was actually given to me when 
I was in college. I was an RA, resident’s 
assistant, and I had to do programming. 
So I would do poetry programs in the 
dorm. I would be kind of cliché and tell 
everybody to say “love” after each poet. 
It just kind of caught on around campus 
and people would call me ‘Love’ and snap. 
Then I told a friend of mine that I needed 
a stage name because we were doing a 
slam, and she was like, “Well, what about 
Love?” It’s since gained a deeper mean-
ing for me. My name is actually Michelle, 
which means, “Who is like the Lord,” and 
God is love, so I kind of make that connec-
tion with it as well.

Ja: Do you feed off the live audience? 
Does their energy affect you?
Love: Absolutely. When I write, I do a lot of 
confessional type of work where I’m divulg-
ing a lot of information about myself and 
my life and the things I’ve been through, 
just because I know somebody else in the 
audience is experiencing the same thing 
and just doesn’t know how to verbalize it. 
I definitely feed off the audience. Spoken 
word and poetry is definitely a live perfor-
mance genre, so being in front of an audi-
ence is amazing, just to get the response. 
My personal definition of success is if 
one person understands and feels what 
I’m saying, then I’ve done my job. If many 
more do, then that’s wonderful.

Ja: What topics come up most fre-
quently in your poetry? Would you say 
there’s an overarching theme to your 
work?
Love: I definitely do a lot of confessional 
pieces about my life experiences, but as 
an overall theme, it’s just an empowering 
message. It’s very revelatory. I try to uplift 
people who might be experiencing some-
thing. As Audra Lorde said, “As poets, it is 
our responsibility to create thought where 

FeAtuRe stoRY

-- continued from cover there is none.” I do write some erotica be-
cause I’m a Punany Poet, and I like story-
telling pieces. As part of the Punany Poets, 
I’m called the Lesbian Laureate, the Story-
teller. So I reach into other people’s situ-
ations and I write from their perspective, 
utilizing my artistic license. I do talk about 
love a little bit, but not that much, which is 
ironic. [laughs] And I write about social is-
sues. I kind of go across the board.

Ja: tell us a bit about the punany po-
ets, who are they and how you became 
involved with them.
Love: They are a sex education/erotic 
poetry theater troupe founded by Jessica 
Holter about fifteen years ago. They were 
featured on HBO’s Real Sex about 2000 
or 2001. They’re a very nationally-known 
poetry group. I became involved last year. 
Jessica contacted me and asked me to 
audition, and I did a live audition in front 
of an audience during a show in New York. 
I did well and got to be a member of the 
troupe. Since then, I’ve traveled all over 
the country performing with them.
 It’s mainly a sex education perfor-
mance theater. We talk about AIDS, HIV, 
sexually transmitted disease. We employ 
the use of dancers at times, erotic danc-
ers. All of this, like the name, is for the 
shock factor, just as a pull, because that’s 
what people look for.

Ja: you speak openly about your sexu-
ality in your poetry. have you ever ex-
perienced any homophobia in the spo-
ken word community?
Love: Actually, if there is, nobody has said 
anything to me. Let me put it like this: I do 
this piece called “Judgment.” It talks about 
just that. I love my father, but he doesn’t 
agree with my sexuality. And he’s welcome 
to that. He made a couple comments one 
time, and I was very quiet. It was one of 
the few times I didn’t say anything back. 
I went home and realized how angry I ac-
tually was about our conversation, and I 
wrote this piece, “Judgment.”
 I performed the piece in DC, and a 
lady came up to me and said, “You know, I 
don’t agree with your sexuality, and I don’t 
agree with people who are gay, but your 
piece has helped me to understand that 
it’s not for me to put my will on you.” So, if 
anything, I’ve gotten people to think about 
their actions.
 Even in the heterosexual realm, this 
piece speaks to people. Heterosexual 
people convinced me to put it on my lat-

est album, The Chrysalis. I wasn’t going to 
put it on there, but they were like, “It tran-
scends sexuality. It deals with children and 
their parents, and people who don’t under-
stand that you have to live your life your 
way.”

Ja: all the little roles that we create and 
think we have to conform to in order to 
be gay...
Love: Right! These very heterocentrist 
roles in a very non-heterosexual situation. 
It’s very funny. I didn’t realize it at the time, 
but the older I got, it was just like, “Wow. 
This is ridiculous.”

Ja: What are you working on now?
Love: I am actually signed to Stinkiface 
Music. He also produced my last album, 
The Chrysalis: The Rebirth of Michelle An-
toinette. We’re working on a fourth album 
called Electric Breath. I’ve created a whole 
new genre for myself. I call it electric soul 
poetry. I’m an electric soul poet. I love to 
play the guitar. I’m very musical. My family 
is very deep-rooted in music. When I write 
my poems, I write a hook and a verse. It 
comes across very well recorded and with 
music. So I’m working on this blending. A 
lot of people are like, “Poetry should be 
acoustic and you should snap your fin-
gers.” I’m very much not that. I’m a child 
of the hip hop generation. That combined 
with loving soul and R&B and rock, all of 
that combined, that’s what I think I am: 
electric soul.
 I’m also hosting a plethora of events. 
I’m hosting an event at an all-lesbian, all-
the-time club called Lace, in Northeast DC 
off of Rhode Island Avenue. It’s is every 
Thursday, a live music, open mic night 
called Soulphonic Thursdays. It’s for the 
ladies and those who are friendly to us. 
We’re just getting it off the ground.

Ja: Where can we fine you online?
Love: You can fine me at Facebook.com/
lovethepoet. MySpace and Twitter are the 
same thing. My official website is www.
lovethepoet.com.

Visit our website at www.
baltimoreoutloud.com to 
read the full interview.

Bill 5688, which grants registered same-sex 
domestic partners the same rights and re-
sponsibilities as married couples in Wash-
ington State. “We respect the referendum 
process and the public’s right to vote, but 
we have been increasingly concerned that, 
along with other issues our observers have 
noted with signatures being accepted that, 
in the view of observers, should have been 
rejected, the Secretary of State has accept-
ed thousands of signatures that were not in 
compliance with State laws related to fraud 
in the signature-gathering process,” WAFST 
Chair Anne Levinson said in a statement to 
SGN.
 “We expect a strong vote in support of 
the domestic partnership law if it is on the 
ballot, be we should not put people through 
the hardship of a statewide campaign and 
have them go through months of additional 
worry needlessly,” Levinson said. She said 
R-71 should only be on the ballot if it has 
qualified based on legally valid signatures. 
“In order to ensure that it is not put on the 
ballot in error,” she added, “we need to file a 
legal challenge at this point.”
 The filing comes amidst a heated bat-
tle over the way signatures have been ac-
cepted. State officials admit that the scrutiny 
over the process has been the toughest in 
the state history. Both sides of the issue con-
tinue to send teams of verifiers to watch the 
state workers check the petition signatures. 
Protect Marriage Washington have alluded 
that the elections workers and Washington 
Families Standing Together observers have 
become too friendly. Additional complaints 
from the R-71 backers include signature-
checkers listening to music, speeding up the 
count, and supervisors who do not see their 
concerns as valid. Protect Marriage Wash-
ington need 120,577 valid signatures. As of 
August 27, the Secretary of State’s office re-
ports that out of 125,631 signatures, 110,797 
have been accepted and 14,834 rejected. 
(Seattle gay news - Shaun knittel at sgn.
org)

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the on line version of 
various newspapers and other web sites. We 
thank these publications for allowing us to 
bring you their news stories. Usually the re-
ports have been significantly edited and you 
can read the full story by going to the web site 
mentioned following the item. Comments are 
strictly the opinions of Jim Becker and not of 
Baltimore Outloud or Pride Media.

beyond the beltway

OUTloud’s queer TV guide: 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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Breasts
Dear Dr. eva,
Two months ago, I had breast 
reconstruction with polymer plastic breast 
implants filled with 450 ml silicon gel. They 
are round and are placed under the muscle. 
My question is, will they drop and become 
more “loose”? The way they are now, they 
are too rigid or too tight to have cleavage 
or a natural looking 
bounce.
 I also worry that 
staying on hormones 
will cause additional 
growth leaving me with 
odd looking breasts.
—kate

Dear kate,
Breast implants are 
designed more to 
look good than to feel 
natural. All types of breast implants feel 
harder to the touch than natural breasts. 
Silicon implants are not usually used in 
the US; saline implants are preferred. 
Silicon implants feel harder than saline, 
and also make it more difficult to interpret 
mammograms. With some types of saline 
implants, it is possible to remove fluid from 
the implants to make them softer, or add 
fluid to make them firmer. Once inserted 
properly, breast implants will not sag or shift 
in location.  Transwomen tend not to have 
much cleavage because the male chest is 
wider and the breasts farther apart.
 If you have taken hormones for 3 years 
or longer, you are not likely to have any 
more breast growth unless you gain weight. 
Breasts are mostly fat deposits, and women 
who gain weight tend to gain it in the 
breasts as well as in the hips and buttocks.
—Dr. eva

Erotic Sensation
Dear Dr. eva,
I am a transwoman who had sex 
reassignment surgery 6 months ago. I 
have an unusual feeling around my groin. 
It’s kinda hard to explain. Just above my 
groin I get weird sensations that lead to my 
clitoris. There is no scarring or appearance 
of having any surgery there. Yet, about 2 

DR. evA
By Dr. eva herSh, 
mD

inches above my vagina, if I’m touched 
there I get a sensation. The best way I can 
describe it is, as if I had a nerve bundle 
there and then the surgeon moved it down, 
but it does not look that way.
 What’s going on with me? Should I be 
concerned?
—mtF

Dear Ftm,
There is no reason to worry. The type of 
sensations you are having can be normal 
when skin graft surgery has been done 
without cutting nerves. When your surgery 
was done, the surgeon moved the skin 
from your penis and scrotum to line the 
vagina and make the labia. To preserve 
sexual sensation, the surgeon tried not 
to cut nerves. The result is that nerves 

are still connected, but the skin is in a 
different place. Your spinal cord and brain 
haven’t processed this yet, so when that 
newly located piece of skin is touched, you 
perceive the feeling as located in the tissue 
that piece of skin used to cover. What is 
now your clitoris used to be part of the 
glans (head) of your penis. I can’t know for 
sure since I did not see your surgery, but 
it’s likely that the sensitive piece of skin 
above your vagina used to cover part of 
your penis or testicles.
 Over time, your spinal cord and brain 
most likely will re-assign the sensations 
from that area so that it does not seem as if 
the clitoris is being touched.
—Dr. eva

Vaginal Depth
Dear Dr. eva,
Almost eight months after “bottom” surgery, 
my new vagina still seems awfully narrow 
and short. I am dilating twice a day for 20-
30 minutes, but can only insert the dilator 4 
inches. Sometimes I begin bleeding if I use 
a large dilator, but there’s not much pain. 
Do you think, in time, I’ll be able to use 
something larger? Will my vagina stretch?
 What type of precautions should I 
take before having sexual intercourse? I 
think I should dilate before having sex. I do 

know I need to lubricate myself. (Sounds 
gross, huh?) How dangerous is it for me to 
accidentally have more length inserted into 
me?
—tight Lips

Dear Lips,
Assuming that the surgery used was the 
penile inversion technique, in which the 
skin of the penis is used to create a vagina, 
vaginal depth depends partly on how long 
your penis was, partly on how stretchy 
your skin is, and partly on the surgeon’s 
technique. The more skin that’s available 
from the penis, the longer the vagina can 
be made. Younger people have stretchier 
skin. Check with your surgeon about how 
much vaginal depth and width you can 
reasonably expect to have, and be very 

cautious about dilating 
beyond that size. Some 
increase in depth can be 
achieved by gradually 
increasing the size of the 
dilators. If dilating causes 
bleeding, you are using a 
dilator that is a too large. 
If sex causes bleeding, 
the penis, fingers or 
dildo has been inserted 
farther / harder into the 
vagina than is safe for 

your new parts. Even if it isn’t painful, if you 
are bleeding, you have a rip in the vaginal 
lining. Torn tissue can result in scarring, 
reducing the size of the vagina even more.
 Lubrication doesn’t sound gross to me. 
It sounds like a normal thing to do to make 
sex more comfortable. Use lots of water-
based lubricant (like Astroglide or Replens), 
before starting intercourse. If messiness 
bothers you, put an old towel over the 
sheet.
 To prevent pain and possible injury 
from a partner’s penis or strap-on dildo 
that may be too long for your vagina, try a 
woman-on-top position or a side-by-side 
(X) position. In those positions, the woman 
can control how deep the penis goes into 
her vagina.
—Dr. eva

Dr. Eva Hersh is Chief Medical Officer at 
Chase Brexton Health Services.  Send 
your comments and questions to her by 
email at charing@ baltimoreoutloud.com, 
or by surface mail to Eva Hersh MD, Chase 
Brexton Health Services, 1001 Cathedral 
St., Baltimore, MD 21201

Sign up online now for free 
home delivery of OUTloud. 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com

male to female sex 
change surgery: Post-
Op Questions

MARYLAND/
DC AREA FALL

BOWLING LEAGUES
LAUREL

Laurel Monday Night Mix
Mondays, 7:15 p.m.

AMF Laurel Lanes
bcwingfiel@aol.com

Capital
Area
Rainbowlers
Association

www.carabowling.org
cararainbowlers@gmail.com

RIVERDALE
Rinaldi’s Riverdale Bowl

Sundays, 5 p.m. 

League of Women Bowlers
leagueofwomenbowlers2@verizon.net

Metro Rollers Men’s League 
metrorollers1@gmail.com

BETHESDA
Free State Mixed

Bethesda Nat’l. Naval Medical Ctr. Lanes
freestatemixed@gmail.com
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We
Welcome

GLBT
Families

and
Friends
to the

Life and
Ministry

of the
Church

Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis
We are a Welcoming Congregation,

We welcome and celebrate the lives of bisexual,
gay, lesbian, and transgender people.

Worship service: 9 and 11am
Rev. Dr. Fredric Muir, Pastor

Francoise Ateto, Director of Religion Education
333 Dubois Road - Annapolis, MD 21401 (410) 266-8044

Beth El Congregation

An open, progressive USCJ synagogue.

8101 Park Heights Avenue  

Baltimore, MD 21208

www.bethelbalto.com

“This is your synagogue.”

Gay?  Lesbian?  Catholic?

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY

5:30 p.m. - Church
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m. - Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

Gay?  Lesbian?  Catholic?
All Are Welcome

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

The Baltimore
Ethical Society

306 W. Franklin St. Ste.102
410-581-2322

www.BaltimoreEthicalSociety.org

Sunday Meetings - 10:30 a.m.

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES

&  WEDDINGS

Diversity    Humanism
Community    Equality

religiOUS direcTOry

Grace Church  5407 N. Charles St.~ Baltimore, MD 21210 at Northern Pkwy
410-433-6650 ~  www.graceunitedmethodict.org

Grace United Methodist Church
SundaSundaSundaSundaSundayyyyy,,,,, Se Se Se Se September 13ptember 13ptember 13ptember 13ptember 13

Christian
Education Sunday

and Church
Family Welcome Back

Picnic

SundaSundaSundaSundaSundayyyyy,,,,, Se Se Se Se September 27ptember 27ptember 27ptember 27ptember 27
6:00 p.m.

Feast & Fellowship
6:45 p.m.
Program

Dr. Shaun A. Casey -
Professor of Christian Ethics

 at Wesley Theological Seminary
“Living Your Values in

Time of Financial Stress”

A nominal $3.00 per person
provides the main dish.

Bring a side dish or dessert to share.
Call the Church office if you plan to atttend.

and

Immediately
following the 10:00 service,

bring your favorite salad
or dessert to share to the Fellowship Hall

for food and fun.
Burgers, hot dogs, and drinks will be provided.

On August 21 the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amer-
ica (ELCA) lifted its ban on non-celibate lesbian and gay 
pastors and to allow for those in committed same-sex re-
lationships to serve as ministers. This vote passed 559-
541 and was followed by an earlier precedent shaping the 
decision to “allow congregations that choose to do so to 
recognize, support and hold publicly accountable, lifelong, 
monogamous, same-gender relationships.” In addition, a 
2/3 majority voted to approve a social statement on hu-
man sexuality to acknowledge without judgment the wide 

variety of views within the ELCA regarding lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender inclusion.
 “By allowing for same-sex couples in committed rela-
tionships to serve their call to ministry and by creating poli-
cies that respects lgbt people in their congregations, ELCA 
is modeling for other religious communities what it means 
to be a faith community that honors all of God’s children,” 
said Human Rights Campaign President Joe Solmonese 
in a statement. “This is a joyous day for the lgbt Lutheran’s 
who no longer have to choose between their spirituality 

and their sexuality.”
 “The Holy Spirit has moved powerfully in the com-
munity called the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, working through 
the courageous advocacy of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender peo-
ple and our allies,” said Harry Knox, 
Director for HRC’s Religion and 
Faith Program. “This decision re-
flects the best of Lutheran tradition.”

Lutheran Church Opens Doors to Lesbian and Gay Ministers in Committed Relationships
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FAith

minister Declares to stop 
signing marriage Licenses
By mark patro
The Reverend Lisa Ward of the Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship of Harford County 
recently stopped signing marriage certifi-
cates. For Rev. Ward this is an act of con-
science. She has mulled over this decision 
for some time reminding us that, “this ges-
ture of conscience is not new. I will be joining 
colleagues from many faiths in many states 
who have already made this or a similar 
choice.”
 Having originally disagreed with this ac-
tion when taken by others, Rev. Ward saw 
this act as reducing the availability of a com-
mitted couple’s access to marriage. She is 
emphatically in favor of “honoring couples 
who bravely [and] faithfully leap into the un-
known in covenantal life partnership.”
 So, pondering the continuation of acting 
as an agent for the state government she re-
alized, “We are not authorized to certify live 
birth when we baptize babies, nor are we li-
censed or required to certify death when we 
perform the burial rite.” Her decision boiled 
down to an issue of separating church ritual 
from civil law. In France a couple goes to the 
civil authority to get married in the eyes of 
civil law, and they go to the religious place of 
worship to have the union blessed.
 “Investing the minister, pastor, priest 
or rabbi with the authority to sign the civil 
documents connected to marriage has and 
continues to get us in trouble. It allows a reli-
gious leader to walk into his or her legislators’ 
office and say that ‘this should or should not 
become law because my faith says…’ This 
is something that we, as Americans, should 
not be doing.” Inferring that the beliefs one 
religious leader would be different from the 
next, she rhetorically asked, “Whose reli-
gious beliefs do we write into law?”
 “The bottom line,” Ward said, “is I have 
been acting as an agent of the state, partici-
pating in the implementation of a discrimina-
tory law. I needed to stop doing that for my 
own integrity.”
 Rev. Lisa Ward has been a hard working 
ally for lgbt issues for almost twenty years 
now. Among other things, she has traveled 

to Annapolis on Lobby Day for several years 
now. The UU Fellowship of Harford County, 
where Lisa ministers is an “Open and Wel-
coming Congregation.” They proudly display 
a “Civil Marriage is a Civil Right” banner 
over the entrance to their fellowship hall in 
Churchville.
 PFLAG Bel Air met there for fifteen 
years until its recent merger with PFLAG 
Baltimore County earlier this year. Lisa 
also joined a coalition or other religious and 
PFLAG groups in Towson last March in sup-
port of the Gay-Straight Alliance at Towson 
High School.
 In making the decision to stop signing 
marriage certificates, Rev. Ward is calling 
our attention to her belief in two things: one 
is the separation of church and state, and 
the second is her belief that there is, “no dif-
ference in quality, fidelity, or the potential 
health of society within a heterosexual or 
same gender loving marriage.”
 Even as she has made a commitment 
to stop signing marriage licenses, she “will 
joyfully celebrate the religious rite of mar-
riage in accordance with the UU faith tradi-
tion of marriage equality.” Echoing the words 
of Bishop Gene Robinson,”We are not in the 
legalization business; we are in the blessing 
business.” 
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We knew the end was near 
when Senator Edward M. 
“Ted” Kennedy could not 
make it to the funeral of 
his beloved sister Eunice 
Shriver. His 15-month bat-
tle with brain cancer ended 
inevitably, and the beacon 
of hope for millions that de-
fined Ted Kennedy’s career 
had been extinguished by 
this treacherous disease.
 Ted Kennedy didn’t 
suffer a tragic death in a 
manner that took the lives 
of his three brothers, but 
his death at the age of 77 
on August 26 was still a 
tearful tragedy and a loss 
that burrows deep into the 
soul of the nation.
 Senator Kennedy was 
a steadfast advocate for 
the powerless during his 
nearly half-century of ser-
vice to the country. His was 
a voice that rose above 
the others, and he was 
unequivocal in his passion 
and authenticity.
 Regardless of how 
one viewed Sen. Kenne-
dy’s positions on issues, he 
garnered reverence and af-
fection from all sides of the 
political spectrum. As a senator, he made use of his innate leadership ability to venture 
into the tricky terrain of bipartisanship and craft significant legislation that earned him the 
reputation for being among the most prolific, influential lawmakers in our nation’s history. 
The moniker “Lion” was appropriately applied, as it reflected the power this iconic senator 
amassed and the respect he had accrued.
 For the lgbt community, we would be hard pressed to find a superior, more consistent 
champion for equal rights, fairness and justice. Sen. Kennedy’s support for equality for the 
lgbt community was immutable. He spearheaded key legislation, such as the Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) and the Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes Prevention Act and 
publicly opposed discriminatory measures including the Defense of Marriage Act and the 
Federal Marriage Amendment. He also fought against the codification of “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” in 1993 and has vigorously opposed it since.
 From the early days of AIDS to the current struggle for marriage equality, Sen. Ted Ken-
nedy has been our hero, our protector. A fierce civil rights advocate for all Americans, he 
saw the fight for lgbt rights as part of the overall battle.
 On the most basic anti-discrimination legislation currently in play—ENDA—Senator 
Kennedy said two years ago, “America stands for justice for all. Congress must make clear 
that when we say ‘all’ we mean all. America will never be America until we do.”
 Was Ted Kennedy a perfect man? Of course, not. Who is? But the goodness of his 
heart, his conscience, his relentless push for social justice, and his countless contributions 
to society against the backdrop of the tragedies that were wrought upon his family clearly 
outweigh his flaws.
 At Baltimore OUTloud, we salute Ted Kennedy as a great American and champion for 
the underdog, and mourn his loss, not just for our community but for humanity in general. 
Rest in peace, good friend; the Lion sleeps tonight. 

farewell, good friend

“For the lgbt community, we would 
be hard pressed to find a superior, 
more consistent champion for equal 
rights, fairness and justice.”

thinking out louD // editorial ryan White Legislation: 
someone tell congress that 
rome is Burning
By Lennie green
“For all those whose cares have been our 
concern, the work goes on, the cause en-
dures, the hope still lives and the dream 
shall never die.” These are the words of 
the late Ted Kennedy. He went on to co-
champion the landmark legislation for 
people living with HIV/AIDS – the Ryan 
White CARE Act.
 Since 1991, programs under the 
Ryan White Act have been providing 
care to persons living with HIV/AIDS, 
serving over 500,000 people yearly. On 
September 30th, without further action 
from Congress, the Ryan White program 
will disappear. Yes. That means the end 
of primary and supportive care for men, 
women, children, and families living with 
HIV/AIDS who cannot afford care. In a 
time when every 9½ minutes, someone is 
the U.S. is infected with HIV, there will be 
no safety net for care for those living with 
this disease, no help with medications, 
no medical support to survive.
 How did this happen? Since its incep-
tion in 1990, the Ryan White program has 
been reauthorized in five-year intervals. 
In 2006, Congress approved a three-year 
extension with a clause that repeals the 
legislation should Congress not pass new 
legislation by September 30, 2009.
 The state of Maryland stands to lose 
65 million dollars in medical services 
dollars based on the lack of action by 
Congress to assure continuance of this 
ever so important legislation. Why is it 
important? Maryland ranks fifth among 
states and Baltimore ranks second to 
only Washington D.C. among metropoli-
tan areas in this country when it comes 
to HIV/AIDS case counts according to the 
Center for Disease Control’s surveillance 
report from 2007.
 The impact of HIV/AIDS has been 
severe on communities that have been 
the targets of social discrimination and 
poverty. Many people are working and 
uninsured due to situations that can be 
directly tied to their perceived worth by 
the powerful. Race, sexual orientation, 
and even gender bias still have major 
influence. Some of our citizens have not 
seen equality in opportunities and con-
sideration when determining where the 
best of the United States resources are 

applied due to that observable fact.
 The current wrangling over the re-
form of our medical systems has only 
placed further burden on those who 
would like to get the attention of our legis-
lators before the last five weeks of these 
programs (Ryan White) expire.
 Under the guise of saving our citi-
zens, ludicrous propaganda about Adolph 
Hitler and Communism have been used 
by the powerful to move the gullible into 
an alliance that if allowed will do more 
harm to those in the most need. Allow-
ing the life saving services provided by 
Ryan White programs for communities in 
“severe need” to lapse while struggling to 
perpetuate a failing health care system 
will be the by-product of the fear monger-
ing and self-preservation of special inter-
est groups.
 Ryan White programs have set 
high marks for breaking down the im-
pact of stigma associated not only with 
HIV/AIDS, but often on the communities 
most impacted as well. To be gay, African 
American, Latino, Asian, transgendered, 
female, in recovery, or part of any sexu-
al minority has been challenging in this 
society.
 These programs (Ryan White) have 
been successful in reaching out to our 
most distressed communities and get-
ting the health care where it is needed by 
breaking down the barriers built by dis-
crimination that precedes the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic in our country. As long as we 
have the intolerance witnessed during 
the shouting matches about health care 
reform, we will need Ryan White.
 According to the CDC, 6,000-9,000 
people in Maryland maybe HIV positive 
and not know it. A great number of our cit-
izens still arrive at medical care facilities 
only when their illness is so acute that is 
in an emergent state that can no longer 
be ignored. It is not a choice by those in 
need; often it is their only opportunity to 
receive some sort of care. The additional 
costs for acute care of uninsured citizens 
are staggering, and in the end they are 
born by Medicaid or Medicare, both re-
ceive funds through tax systems.
 Ryan White programs specialize in 
reducing those numbers where our cur-

-- continued on page 26
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By Steve auLt
As one of the lead organizers for the lgbt 
community’s first two marches on Wash-
ington in 1979 and 1987, my ears perked 
up when I heard there were plans for a new 
one (October 10-11). I checked out David 
Mixner’s website where the new “National 
Equality March” was announced, ostensibly 
for and by the lgbt community, although the 
name of the event was devoid of any such 
reference.
 The date was set, as was an overarch-
ing statement of pur-
pose, but unlike the 
earlier actions, there 
would be no specific 
demands. Despite 
rhetoric invoking the 
“grassroots,” it ap-
pears the leadership 
already had been de-
cided: Mixner, and a few self-selected oth-
ers. The whole package was signed, sealed, 
very neatly wrapped, and then delivered to 
the lgbt community as a fait accompli.
 To date there have been four national 
marches on Washington organized by the 
lgbt community—in 1979, 1987, 1993 and 
2000. The first three were great successes; 
the fourth a fiasco marked by a huge event-
day rip-off, bankruptcy, lawsuits, an FBI in-
vestigation, and with a turnout a mere frac-
tion of those at the 1987 and 1993 marches. 
By no coincidence, the first three were run 
democratically, with grassroots involvement 
in decision-making and organizing, whereas 
the fourth—the grandiosely named “Millen-
nium March”—had self-selected leadership 
and a decision-making process closed to 
the community.
 Briefly, here’s how our first three 
marches were organized and structured. 
The primary decision-making national steer-
ing committee was comprised of delegates 
elected at regional meetings, assuring rep-
resentation from all parts of the country 
while also mandating gender parity and in-
clusion of people of color. National organi-
zations and representatives from un/under-
represented constituencies were added to 
make sure just about everyone had a seat at  
the table.

 The leadership was elected from and by 
the steering committee. This decision-mak-
ing process, while sometimes contentious 
and chaotic, won acceptance as fair and in-
clusive. Being both heard and represented 
motivated people from all over the country 
to commit time, energy, and resources to 
building these marches—a factor at the very 
heart of their success.
 In each instance, when the big day fi-
nally arrived we reveled in and were empow-
ered by our accomplishment. The first three 
marches on Washington strengthened our 
movement largely because they were demo-
cratically-run grassroots efforts on a massive 
scale. They have thus become milestones in 
both our developing self-awareness and our 
history as a politically effective communi-
ty—and even a model for other movements 
seeking social change. Some traditions are 
worth fighting for.
 That’s not to say a future march must 
be organized exactly the same way in order 
to succeed. We should, of course, take full 
advantage of the many new technologies 
now available to connect us with each other. 
But these technologies cannot replace what 
is unique about face-to-face meetings and 
old-fashioned grassroots organizing—expe-
riences crucial to building and sustaining a 

marching Out of step?
The Top-Down “National March for Equality” 
Deprives the LGBT Movement of a Huge Opportunity 
for Community Building

“The first three marches on Washington 
strengthened our movement largely 
because they were democratically-run 
grassroots efforts on a massive scale.”

thinking out louD

-- continued on page 26
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scott nevins’ One night stand 
coming to the spotlighters
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By Steve Charing
The talented Scott Nevins will be taking his 
One Night Stand to the Spotlighters The-
ater to kick off its 48th season. Except the 
one night stand will actually last for two 
nights—the evenings of October 16 and 17. 
The event is a fundraiser for the venerable 
downtown theater.
 Scott Nevins’ One Night 
Stand is a scandalous comedy 
romp filled with insider Holly-
wood gossip, hilarious personal 
anecdotes, plus Nevins’ infa-
mous vocal impressions! Critics 
have called him “A young, sexy, 
gay-er Kathy Griffin” as well as “A New York 
institution…funny, smart and incredibly gor-
geous.” Complete with hysterical material in-
cluding outrageous tales of his favorite stars 
and his family, plus juicy items about attend-
ing this years Academy Awards as well as 
his stint as a judge for the Miss Kentucky 
Pageant! You’ll hear the details of Scott’s 

encounter in the bathroom with Zac Efron, 
and finally answer that time honored ques-
tion: why do Pageant girls stand like that?!?
 Whether he’s cracking jokes every 
Thursday night on TruTV’s hit show “The 
Smoking Gun Presents” or hosting the red 
carpet at Hollywood events, Award Winning 

TV/Radio Personality Scott Nev-
ins has made the move to Los 
Angeles and is taking showbiz 
by storm!
 Scott was a huge hit ear-
lier this year on the Atlantis gay 
cruise aboard the Royal Carib-
bean’s mega-ship, the Freedom 

of the Seas. Strikingly hot and breathtaking 
in his hunkiness, Scott wowed the crowd—
not only with his looks but also with his zany 
comedy and impressions. Poking fun at Bar-
bra Streisand and Liza Minnelli took a lot of 
New York-style chutzpah, but Scott pulled it 
off, and the crowd loved it.
 After performing sold out and critically 

acclaimed performanc-
es around the country 
with his two solo shows 
Celebutant: Don’t You 
Know Who I think I Am? 
and RECE$$IONI$TA: 
Cheaper Than A Tank 
Of Gas !, critics raved 
“with just Nevins and his 
microphone, the night 
erupts into a hilarious 
non-stop monologue” and 
“the charm of this boy is 
gobsmacking…his show 
is gloriously well-written 
and well-performed!”
 “This show is kinda 
of a hilariously dishy 
TELL-ALL about working 
with some of showbiz’s 
biggest names, my mis-
adventures in Hollywood, 
my dating life and my 
crazy family with all of my 
vocal impressions mixed 
in,” Scott told Baltimore 
OUTloud, which is the media sponsor for the 
event. “It’ll be the best one night stand you’ll 
ever have because you wont have to wash 
the sheets afterwards!” A full interview of 
Scott Nevins by OUTloud’s theatre critic Ben 
Ryland will appear next month.

 All tickets are $25 and may be ordered 
at www.spotlighters.org - just click on tickets. 
Will Call Reservations will be taken at 410-
752-1225 or Tickets@spotlighters.org. There 
is more info at the website - just click on Tick-
ets for 2009-2010. 

livelY ARts // on the staGe
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livelY ARts // tune in or tune out

By Jonathan hernanDez

INVICTUS - Daniel Gray

Ever get the feeling your being punk’d? 
Daniel Gray’s Invictus — which means ‘un-
conquered’ for those of you who dig irony 
— is a fearless meander into pop music...
in theory. Unfortunately, what works here is 
vastly overshadowed by what doesn’t. I was 
excited for Daniel Gray before I had heard 
his music. I’d heard his story, his biography, 
and a snippet of one his songs, and although 

heavily synthesized, 
I decided to give 

him a spin because he sounded passionate 
and brave in his music style.
 And passion is something that Daniel 
has tons to spare. It comes across on the 
intro track, the albums high note. “Invictus,” 
a reading of William Ernest Henley’s poem, 
is epic and dramatic enough to make me 
envision a drag queen spinning in front of 
a industrial sized fan, lip-synching in all her 
glory. Fade to black as track 2 starts, and 
everything that Daniel achieved on the first 
track is quickly lost to his voice. And that is 
the general problem. Daniel Gray would be 
radio ready and an extremely fun listen if he 
had the voice to back up his production.
 As it stands though, I could barely get 
through some of his songs, his nasally tone 
and weak range bring you straight back into 
reality for every song. This is not a fun al-
bum to listen to. It doesn’t help that some of 
the lyrics are just abysmal. While the album 
has some high notes — “Lost and Found” 
being unquestionably the best music track, 
and “Cast Away” has some gorgeous piano 
— Daniel Gray makes sure that any fun you 
could’ve been having with the sick beats, 
and club anthems are stolen by his voice. 
I’m going to have to say
 tune out.

HOT MESS - Cobra Starship

Cobra Starship has been in my radar for 
quite some time now. It’s their willingness 
to go big with any sound they choose to ex-
periment in — a virtue that is not lost on the 
bands latest effort Hot Mess, but simply re-
fined. Hot Mess is what I like to refer to as 
emo dance. This album is filled with skinny 
jeans, big sunglasses, and flat-ironed black 
hair. It also has attitude and spunk, which 
comes across perfectly clear on songs like 
“Good Girls Go Bad.”
 Hot Mess is honest about what it’s try-
ing to achieve here: it’s a fun, futuristic, retro 
pop effort that wants to make you dance. 
It isn’t deep, but it isn’t trying to be. Gabe 
Saporta is pleasant enough on lead vocals. 
I’m actually grateful they went for a fast al-
bum. “Nice Guys Finish Last,” with its driv-
ing drums and call-and-response chorus, is 
infectious. “Fold Your Hands,” with its strobe 
light ready beat and pretty harmonies right 
before it breaks out into a beautifully heart-
felt chorus, is my favorite track. The build up 
during the bridge is perfect.
 Hot Mess isn’t perfect. “Your Not In 
On The Joke” is, well, kind of a hot mess, 
with Gabe’s sounding a little like Fall Out 
Boys lead singer. And the “World Will Never 
Know” featuring B.O.B, is a weird hip hop 
fusion. Given the general direction of hip 

hop nowadays, it could’ve worked, but it just 
doesn’t — partly because the beat is weak, 
and the vocals seem ill fitted for it. But hon-
estly, these were the only two tracks I had 
issues with, which is an impressive feat.
 Hot Mess is a fun ride. It’s mindless, 
mostly meaningless music that solely asks 
one thing of you: to dance. I fell for it. Chanc-
es are you probably will to. This definitely 
deserves a listen.
 tune in!

ONE LOVE - David Guetta
Let me start by saying David Guetta’s One 
Love is my favorite album in the month of 
August. I LOVE IT! Okay, I got that out of 
my system. It’s amusing how under the radar 
David has been over the last couple of years. 
Before One Love, this French DJ had three 
albums under his belt. One Love is a venture 
into a more mainstream approach to his mu-
sic. It’s a give-and-take relationship between 
DJ and guest artist. Much like Timbaland’s 
Shock Value, this album has a booming fo-
cus on its guest artists — and what a line up 
it is, from Ne-yo, Kelly Rowland, Will.i.am, to 
long time collaborator Chris Willis, and Flo 
Rida fame Wynter Gordon. It’s an all-star 
affair. David is really only heard through his 
beats...and what a beat it can be.

-- continued on page 27
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livelY ARts // on dvd

adventureland, 
Desperate 
housewives and 
Bothers & sisters
By ChuCk DunCan
I had expected to be reviewing two new films this week, 
The Final Destination and Halloween II, but the studios 
have been starting to get stingy with their press screen-
ings (G.I. Joe was also not screened for the press), es-
pecially when they know they have a movie that is almost 
certain to garner mostly negative reviews. So, we’re going 
to switch things up a bit and start highlighting some movies 
recently released on video that may have slipped through 
the cracks. This week we’ll take a look at the coming of age 
story Adventureland.
 It’s the summer of 1987, and James Brennan (Jesse 
Eisenberg), an uptight recent college grad, can’t wait to 
embark on his dream tour of Europe. But when his parents 
(Wendie Malick and Jack Gilpin) announce they can no 
longer subsidize his trip, James has little choice but to take 
a lowly job at a local amusement park. Forget about Ger-
man beer, world-famous museums and cute French girls-
James’ summer will now be populated by belligerent dads, 
stuffed pandas, and screaming kids high on cotton candy. 
Lucky for James, what should have been his worst sum-
mer ever turns into quite an adventure as he discovers love 
in the most unlikely place with his captivating co-worker 
Em (Kristen Stewart), and learns to loosen up.
 Several of my friends actually did see this movie on its 
brief theatrical run in the spring, and they were universal 
in their positive comments, so based on what I had heard I 
popped in the DVD and gave it a spin. What I was expect-
ing was something more along the lines of a standard teen 
comedy, kind of a cross between Superbad and Porky’s, 
but the film is much more along the lines of The Breakfast 
Club if it had been set in an amusement park.
 Unfortunately, instead of a group of hormonally ram-
pant high school graduates looking for love in all the wrong 
places, Adventureland features a cast of the most de-
pressed and morose teens I’ve seen on film in quite some 
time. The film does have its funny, laugh-out-loud mo-
ments, but those are few and far between as the oppres-
sive depression overtakes the story. This is not a group of 
kids I would ever want to spend time with, and their parents 
aren’t much better (out of work, drunk, clueless, etc.).
 I did enjoy the production values and the attention to 
1987 detail, but some of the dialogue rang just a bit too 
familiar to current lingo – I really don’t recall anyone using 
the term “douche” in 1987 as a descriptive. I think “tool” 
would have been more the term at that time, but maybe my 
old mind is just getting fuzzy.
 I really wanted to like Adventureland based on what I 
had heard and what I thought the film was going to be, but 
in the end I was extremely disappointed. However, know-
ing what to expect, if you come across this title at your 

local video store (or online rental service) you at least have 
a head’s up. It’s not a bad film by any means, but it just did 
not live up to my heightened expectations.
 Also new to DVD is the complete fifth season of Des-
perate Housewives and the complete third season of Broth-
ers & Sisters. The Housewives set contains all 24 episodes 
on six disks with a seventh disk of bonus material includ-
ing a behind-the-scenes look at how an episode goes from 
script to screen and a featurette on Teri Hatcher.
 There are also bloopers, deleted scenes and audio 
commentaries on several episodes. Brothers & Sisters 
contains six disks with all 24 episodes of season three, out-
takes of cast practical jokes, and personal reflections from 
Sally Field and Patricia Wettig on their roles, their pivotal 
scenes and their storied careers. And if you’ve lost touch 
with these series at some point, each set also contains a 
recap of the previous seasons to bring you up to speed. 
What better way to get reacquainted with the ladies of Wis-

livelY ARts // on the staGe

the theatrical 
season has Begun
By Ben ryLanD
The Artistic Director of 
the American Century 
Theater and actor Paul 
Morella developed the 
play- A Passion For 
Justice: An Encounter 
with Clarence Darrow 
in 2000. Fortunately 
they have brought it to 
our area. The lawyer’s 
philosophy was, “I may 
hate the sin, but never 
the sinner”. Darrow’s 
gift was his innate empathy he had for his fellow man.
 The set is a simple design on a large scale. Books are 
everywhere framing a desk that becomes during the story 
his office, the defense table in a court room and background 
for scenes from his life. His most famous trials are presented 
in lengthy sequences and the authors don’t fail to show both 
sides of the man. When Darrow is accused of jury tampering 
and taking bribes it explains why the man turned his exper-
tise to criminal law.
 Fascinating explorations of the ‘Scopes,’ ‘Scottsboro’ 
and ‘Leopold-Loeb’ cases bring to the audience many facts 
and circumstances that a passing knowledge of the events 
fails to expose. “Heredity and environment creates a man,” 
with criminals and himself which he uses as examples. He 
felt he was fighting for human liberty since the strong torture 
the weak.
 The story also displays his humor and good soul as he 
suggests that they call a lawyer gone bad as a senator. He 
was madly in love with his wife and women and those things 
that being horny wrought in his personal life.
 Morella gives an impassioned portrayal of Darrow and 
he is mesmerizing on stage. You can’t take your eyes off him 
and focus to hear every word. In the great tradition of one-
person shows this right up there with Hal Holbrook (Mark 
Twain) and only a few others.
 Intelligent, open-minded theatre goers will get so much 
from this theatrical event which is only with us until Septem-
ber 13th. Go!
 A Passion for Justice – Olney Theatre Center, Rt. 108 
West of Columbia | Now until September 13th. | Boxoffice: 
301-924-4485 or www.olneytheatre.org.

Dirty Blonde
The 2009 Tony winning Best Regional Theatre is right in our 
backyard. Some know of its productions, others don’t. I have 
been reviewing them in various publications for 18 years. 
Now Signature Theatre in Arlington, VA is opening their 20th 
season with a unique, rarely revived show- Dirty Blonde. 
Claudio Sher wrote and starred in the Broadway production 

-- continued on page 27 -- continued on page 27
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single 
blAck sheep
By JoSh ateroviS

rules of gay Dating 
#8: Know When to 
fold ‘em

The great sage Kenny Rogers once said, “You’ve got to 
know when to hold ‘em, know when to fold ‘em, know 
when to walk away, and know when to run.” He wasn’t 
talking specifically about dating, but it’s good advice 
nonetheless.
 The first bit, “know when to hold ‘em,” is the easy 
part. Most of us know when we have a keeper. And 
knowing when to run is usually pretty simple as well. 
The big, flashing neon “CRAZY” on their forehead is a 
sure sign it’s time to fire the starting pistol. It’s the rest 
that get a little trickier. How do you know when to fold 
‘em? And when do you walk away?
 Which brings us to Rule #8: Know what to avoid 
and when to bail. You can avoid a certain amount of 
folding, walking, and running just by knowing what to 
avoid in the first place. The first thing to avoid is the 
aforementioned crazies. Understand, I’m not neces-
sarily talking about someone with an actual mental 
illness. Crazy is merely an umbrella term I use to en-
compass many different types, including 
everything from the needy cling-on to the 
rusher.
 I’ll give you two examples from my 
own dating experience. After coming out 
of my eight year relationship, some guy 
randomly asked me out while cutting my 
hair. I figured I had to get back in the dat-
ing pool at some point and I might as well 
jump in the deep end, and since he was 
fairly cute and seemed sweet, I agreed to meet him 
for a drink. Twenty minutes into the date, he was talk-
ing about what kind of dog we were going to get and 
planning our entire weekend. This example can serve 
two purposes. One, it illustrates a good time to run like 
the devil himself is after you. Two, it also demonstrates 
what NOT to do on a date.
 The next case in point happened some time later. 
I went on two dates with someone before he started 
casually referencing when I was going to move in with 
him. Oh, and he introduced me to his parents. And 
changed his Facebook status to “in a relationship” 
before we’d ever even discussed whether or not we 
were boyfriends. And...well, let’s just say a whole lot 
of red flags were flying high. This example leads nicely 
into Rule #9: Don’t rush it! But we’ll save that for next 
time.
 These “red flag” types are fairly easy to spot and 
tend to give themselves away pretty quickly. Here are 
a few more common mistakes gay men make. Don’t 
date drug users. I’m not talking about the occasional 
doobie here and there — although that might even be 
too much for some people. I’m referring to heavy drug 
use. If your date likes to dabble in illegal substances, 

you’re pretty much guaranteed a road to heartache, so 
do yourself a favor and take the first exit. Alcoholics 
count here, too.
 Gay people of the world, here’s a bit of advice. 
Avoid the straights. Just about every gay person on the 
planet has fallen for a straight friend, and we all know 
it only ends in a broken heart. You’d think we’d learn, 
but no. Admittedly, it’s getting harder and harder to tell 
as the lines blur and straight guys are more and more 
comfortable around gay men. For much of the younger 
generation, it’s not even considered a big deal for a 
straight boy to make out with a gay boy now and then. 
I guess we guys are finally getting a taste of what it’s 
been like for lesbians all these years.
 There’s one more type that is a lot harder to spot 
early on, but just as important to avoid: the needy user. 
They’ll take and take and take until you have nothing 
left to give, and they’ll still need more. For some, it’s 
an emotional need, but for others, it can be physical as 

well. Learn the signs and know when to walk away.
 If you learn to spot these folks early enough, you 
won’t have to worry about folding later in the game 
when things get a lot messier. If your date is dealing 
you cards that fall into one of these categories, don’t 
be afraid to cut your losses early and end the date. 
Politely, of course.
 We’ll end the way we began, with some more wise 
advice from Mr. Rogers: “Now every gambler knows 
that the secret to survivin’ is knowin’ what to throw 
away and knowing what to keep. ‘Cause every hand’s 
a winner and every hand’s a loser, and the best that 
you can hope for is to die in your sleep.” Okay, so that 
last bit was a little depressing, but the rest you can take 
to the bank. Until next time...Happy Dating! 

* * * *

Have a question about dating or relationships? Or may-
be you have a crazy dating story to share. If you have 
a question or story, email me at singleblacksheep@
joshaterovis.com. If I use your story or question in a 
column, you’ll go into a drawing for a copy of my new 
book, All Lost Things, due out in October.

“If your date likes to dabble in illegal 
substances, you’re pretty much 
guaranteed a road to heartache, so do 
yourself a favor and take the first exit.”

b-moRe 
tRAns
By SanDy raWLS

In a world where 
it’s hard to make 
it and has over-
priced products, 
what’s it like to 
go through life 
worrying about 
providing yourself 
with the means to 

survive? When I say the means to survive I mean all that there is 
to make you whole.
 Unfortunately, some Trans-people who identify and live in the 
opposite sex in which they were born have to consider the basics 
to survive. Those who sit in the circle of what we call “passing” 
should just thank their stars above that beauty and masculinity 
are promoted the way it is here in our “wonderful” country.
 Just the other day I read on the Internet that Tyra Banks was 
going to give women who are under five-foot, 6 inches a shot at 
being crowned America’s Next Top Model. So who gave movie-
makers, magazine editors, and overrated media the right to say 
who can be considered the top women in America? Don’t they 
know that people are taking this stuff so seriously that they are 
killing themselves over this issue?
 I guess what I am trying to say here is that if people who 
are born in the gender that they identify with can feel so inferior 
that they would take there own lives. What do you think some 
trans-people might do if they are not accepted in their community 
because they are not “passing”?
 Statistics show over 33.6 percent of people who have told 
someone that they are transgender or were living in secret have 
tried or committed suicide to deal with rejection from society. 
When we look at both situations we can truly say people are peo-
ple regardless of what community we come from, no matter how 
tall a woman has to be to become the next top anything or how 
masculine a man has to be before he can be called a man. Some 
people are just who they are.
 I feel as a community we have to know and practice this be-
fore anyone else who is not transgender will know and practice 
this. Get a grip before we slip and bust our butts and no we will 
not be falling on any toys.
 Here are some benefits for the gender equality move-
ment and an lgbt clinic located here in Baltimore. If you like free 
cheese, wine and live entertainment there will be a silent auction 
from September 25-27 at the Cork Gallery featuring local starving 
artists. This silent auction will benefit Chase Brexton and Trans-
United--two community- based organizations here in Baltimore.
 So everyone who wants to make a difference in the lives of 
those who utilize the services at these two wonderful lgbt grass-
roots community-based organizations can stop by and buy art or 
just make a kind donation. All donations will be tax deductible. 
The location is 302 East Federal Street. The silent auction will be 
3 p.m. to 7p.m. Saturday, September 26 and Sunday September 
27 only.
 On Friday the 25th there will 
be live entertainment with wine and 
cheese and other finger foods from 6 
p.m. to 10 p.m. There also will be free 
parking.
 For more information, please call 
301-841-7880.

the forgotten Ones
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sAm 
unFilteReD
By Sam kunz

Well my darlings, this is it. The very 
first installment of Baltimore OUT-
Loud’s newest gossip and dish col-
umn, “Sam unfiltered.” I hope this 
column becomes a mainstay of your 
local Baltimore and places beyond first 
stop for all the local dish and gossip. 
Now we are all well acquainted with 
“Alexander’s World,” which was one of 
my favorite things to read, so I know 
I have some pretty big shoes, not to 
mention wigs and handcuffs, to fill.
 Yours truly has the honor of run-
ning sound at pW’S Sports Bar’s 
Semi Monthly Drag Bingo for char-
ity. This month’s charity was 
for an organization whose 
hard work and spirit 
is making leaps and 
bounds in the direc-
tion of getting you, 
me and every other 
queen down that fab-
ulous pink carpet to 
marital bliss! Oh come 
on, you and I know damn 
well shag carpeting has no 
place in a wedding chapel, I don’t 
give a damn if you ARE wearing the 
little blue chiffon dress your Grand-
mother saved for your sister to get 
married in. A certain Someone knows 
what I’m talking about, wink wink. Oh 
where was I? Started rambling, the 
Ritalin and whisky hasn’t kicked in 
yet.
 Ah! The show. Leading the cast 
was the incomparable ms. regina 
Jozet adams, co-hosted by the fabu-
lous Anastacia Taylor with Special 
guest, Phoenix Ry-Zing. We laughed, 
we cried (that guy who won 3 times 
a row...MMMMHMMMM). We raised 

a lot of money for a wonderful 
cause, it was about as damn near 
perfect a night can be with that 
much liquor and drag queens in-
volved! But...I digress.
 Just so you know pW’S in 
Laurel is a lovely little bar and 
one of Laurel’s best kept se-
crets. And, of course, by secret I 

mean that no one knows it’s there, but 
you know it when you find it, there I 
will be sauced and propping open the 
door, HEY!
 There’s always something spe-
cial going on, even it’s just smoking 
outside and watching the old hook-
ers at the cockroach motel across the 
street pedal their wares. Ah, Laurel...
Also, I would like to give a shout-out to 
all the girls who came and performed 
at omega last weekend, never have 
I felt so much warmth. Hint to owner: 
it’s called Air Conditioning; it was in-

vented a long time ago, look into it. 
I swear I saw one old queen 

who had melted and 
slipped right through the 

cracks of the...never-
mind, not going to go 
there.
 Last, but not least, 
I stopped by Club 

Bunns on a recent 
Sunday for Shawnna 

alexander’s drag cav-
alcade. Shawnna headed a 

cast of very talented drag queens. 
You know, I think Club Bunns is the 
only gay bar where my feet stuck to 
the floor. I would name the eagle with 
that, but it wasn’t my foot that got su...
err stuck.
 So, you keep your eyes peeled 
Baltimore and if you see me out and 
have some dish or dirt, feel free to let 
your Aunty Sammy know all about it at 
samunfiltered@yahoo.com. I swear I 
won’t name names, or which state the 
Congressman or Senator is from, wink 
wink. So till next time my darlings. 
Remember.....Blue skies are going to 
clear up! Sit on a happy face.

CheCk 

out our 

aLL neW 

goSSip 

CoLumn!

September 4-6—BaLtimore antiQue ShoW | The na-

tion’s largest summer antique show | Friday and Saturday 11 

a.m.-7 p.m. and Sunday, 11 a.m.- 6 p.m. | Convention Center, 

Downtown at the Baltimore Inner Harbor, One West Pratt St. 

Two main entrances at the West Pratt Street Lobby and the 

Charles Street Lobby. $12 for all show days. | 561-822-5440, 

www.baltimoresummerantiques.com.

September 7, 14, 21, 28—overeaterS anonymouS 

| A 12-step program for people who struggle with food and 

weight obsession | 7:30 p.m. LGBT meeting in the Harwood 

Youth Room at the Second Presbyterian Church, 4200 St. 

Paul St, Baltimore, MD 21218. Use Charlcote St. entrance 

at side. | Mike, 443-610-7846, http://www.oabaltimore.org/

directory.htm.

September 8—pFLag-CoLumBia/hoWarD County 

meeting | “Gay Pioneers” with gay rights activist Lilli Vin-

cenz as guest speaker | 7:30 p.m. Owen Brown Interfaith 

Center, 7246 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, MD 21045 | 410-

290-8292, Robertscp@aol.com

September 9—StoneWaLL DemoCratS oF CentraL 

maryLanD meeting | LGBT Democrats and their pro-

equality allies are invited to review and provide input on SD-

CM’s draft strategic plan for activities leading up to Maryland 

elections in 2010. | 7:00-9:00 p.m., GLCCB – 1st Floor, 241 

West Chase Street. Baltimore, MD 21201 | 443-563-1664, 

baltimorestonewall@gmail.com

September 12—FunDraiSer For JohnS hopkinS 

hoSpitaL’S moore CLiniC | Money to be used to help 

HIV/AIDS patients receive treatments. | 4:00-8:00 p.m., 

Melba’s Place, 3126 Greenmount Avenue, Baltimore | Tick-

ets are $10 per person. | Karen Feldman, 410-955-1170, 

kfeldma2@jhmi.edu

September 23—FreDeriCk hertz, eSQ., author oF 

making it LegaL, a guiDe to Same Sex marriage, 

DomeStiC partnerShipS & CiviL unionS | Free lec-

ture sponsored by the LBGT Bar Assoc. of Maryland, Free 

State Legal Project, OutLaw Student group at University 

of Baltimore. “Wedding reception” follows | 6:15-7:30 p.m., 

Univ. of Baltimore School of Law building, 1415 Maryland Av-

enue, Moot Court room, lobby level | Mark Scurti, 410-938-

8718,mscurti@hpklegal.com

September 23—peaBoDy inStitute SyLvia aDaL-

man artiSt reCitaL SerieS | Benjamin Pasternack, 

Piano | 8:00 p.m., Miriam A. Friedberg Concert Hall | Marga-

ret Bell, 410-234-4525, m.bell@jhu.edu

September 26—peaBoDy Symphony orCheStra 

| Hajime Teri Murai, Music Director | 8:00 p.m., Miriam A. 

Friedberg Concert Hall | Margaret Bell, 410-234-4525, 

m.bell@jhu.edu

September 29—yong SieW toh ConServatory in 

BaLtimore | Qian Zhou, Violin, YSTCM Head of Strings | 

8:00 p.m., Miriam A. Friedberg Concert Hall | Margaret Bell, 

410-234-4525, m.bell@jhu.edu

out & About
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cAmpus 
scene
By  marty hoegg 
OUTloud Intern

senior year 
Begins
So I realize it’s been a while since my last 
addition to the Campus Scene saga and I 
don’t want my readers to feel as though I’ve 
abandoned them, or maybe you were hoping 
I’d just quit while I was ahead? Regardless, 
I’m back for my Senior Year edition of Cam-
pus Scene and let me tell you it’s going to be 
a no-holds-barred race to the finish.
 Many students began their first week of 
the brand new term on August 31, or if you 
belong to Stevenson University you’ve al-
ready started before then and feel complete-
ly cheated out of the last remaining days of 
summer.
 Either way, Yahoo.com’s as-
trology guide and several other 
sources cite the 2009-2010 year 
to be one of renewal and suc-
cess. Hopefully, it will start with 
our economy and trickle down to 
our school systems.
 So let’s discuss getting this 
year started right. If you’re me and you’re 
going into your senior year of college you’re 
biding your time until you can finally walk 
across stage, grab your diploma and say 
adios to dorm days; hello real world!
 No, this doesn’t mean you can com-
pletely slack off just because you’re a senior. 
Sadly, I’ve known many a student to be held 
back their final term because senioritis had 
taken over and they’d simply given up.
 Senior year should be centered on ex-
cellence. I mean come on, you didn’t work 
3 years of your life; studying, planning and 
testing just so you could flunk out on the last 
leg of the race. Have pride in who you are 
and what you’ve accomplished.
 Did you know that while 35% of Ameri-
cans will have attended a college or univer-
sity, only 17% will actually hold a degree? 
Even more astonishing is the fact that only 
2% of the entire world’s population has grad-

uated from a university or college.
 So it’s kind of a big deal that you’re ac-
tually attending a place of higher education 
and pursuing goals which have standards 
that exceed the norm.
 As for freshmen, while I understand that 
it’s extremely exciting to finally be out of your 
parent’s house and hopefully following your 
own dreams, this doesn’t give you the right 
to be obnoxious, flaky or just plain dumb.
 Go to class, respect your elders and by 
all means do not think that pajama bottoms 
are an acceptable style to wear to classes. I 
had a professor once say you should dress 
for the job you desire not the job you have. 
You’re not going to be a student forever, 
hopefully, so let’s expand our wardrobe past 
shock tops and flannel.
 As for sophomores and juniors, good 
luck. I found that the sophomore year offered 
me the most difficult emotional challenges 
while junior year was my toughest academi-
cally. Not that you’re me by any means but 
there’s definitely a trend of difficulty and in-
tensity in the in-between years.
 Above all us enjoy your time, make as 
many friends as possible and create memo-
ries which will last you’re a lifetime. I know—

completely cheesy—but it’s true that these 
are the best days of your life. And remember 
to thank your parents or guardians; it’s be-
cause of them you’ve made it this far.
 On that note, I would like to say thank 
you so much to my Mom and Dad for ev-
erything you’ve ever done for me. I am truly 
grateful and honored to call you my parents. 
While I know I’m not the easiest child to deal 
with, I have every intention of making you 
proud and showing this world exactly what 
our family has to offer. I love you both so 
much.
 To my readers, thank you for your sup-
port and belief in the writers and staff of Bal-
timore OUTLoud. Your continued loyalty and 
readership makes this worthwhile.

Marty Hoegg is an intern at Baltimore OUT-
loud and is beginning his senior year at Ste-
venson University.

“Go to class, respect your elders 
and by all means do not think that 
pajama bottoms are an acceptable 
style to wear to classes.”
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yOu aLWays reaD aBOut a 
neW Leather titLehOLDer 
When he is first seLecteD 
anD yOu may hear a feW 
KinD WOrDs When he stePs 
DOWn, But What haPPens 
in BetWeen that time?
 On a recent Saturday night after weeks 
of trying to juggle our schedules, I caught up 
with Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2009 Kip Hol-
lar as he was working the candy stand at 
Ziegfeld’s/ Secrets in Washington. D.C. This 
large show bar features The Ladies of Illu-
sion downstairs and all nude male dancers 
upstairs and is located at 1824 Half St. SW, 
near the Washington Nationals’ ballpark.
 The stadium was dark on the night I 
was there, but at Ziegfeld’s/ Secrets the 
bats were still swinging! It is hard to believe 
that over six months have gone by since this 
handsome 1st Runner-up to Mr. Maryland 
Leather 2009 went on to take the sash at 
the second largest leather event, January’s 
Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend. In May Kip 
Hollar continued on to the big show, Interna-
tional Mr. Leather 2009 in Chicago and not 
only made top 20 out of 54 contestants, but 
also placed 10th out of 20. It has been quite 
a ride. I asked him to compare his three 
contests.
 Kip said that he wore his first leather 
at Baltimore Pride in 2008, and just a few 
months later in November after some en-
couragement from Mr. Maryland Leather 
2007 Sir Steve and Mr. Maryland Leather 
2005 Lord Steve Cather, found himself 
running for Mr. Maryland Leather 2009. Al-
though a good experience, he said that he 
felt that the Maryland contest was very com-
petitive, there was much more brotherhood 
at MAL.
 When it came time to go the Chicago 
for IML, he was terrified, but he quickly 
discovered that the spirit of brotherhood at 
IML was overwhelming. He felt that he did 
not encounter 53 other guys fighting for the 
same title, but 53 brothers who were happy 
to help each other out. Plus he added that 
the judges were more relaxed.
 He is now in the middle of his title year. I 
asked him where he has been and where he 
is going. Of course, the list was quite long. 
His MAL title has taken him from the Leather 

leAtheR 
line
By roDney 
Burger

Leadership Conference in Atlanta to a float 
in the San Francisco Pride Parade. His first 
event was Scarlet’s Bake Sale in February 
at the D.C. Eagle where he got to auction 
off the clothes off his back for charity. He 
also held his own charity auction at the D.C. 
Eagle, a silent auction of used leather with 
the proceeds going to Brother Help Thyself.
 He has been to CLAW in Cleveland and 
ABW in New Orleans. One could not begin 
to attend all the events in the Mid-Atlantic 
area alone, I asked, “How does one decide 
where to be?” Kip said that sometimes you 
just have to learn to say no. He quickly add-
ed that when he does not attend an event it 
is never meant as a slight to that event. He 
believes one should put his local area first 
and added that he also has an obligation to 
concentrate on events that are feeders for 
MAL such as the Mr. Capital Pride Leather 
Contest in June and the Mr. Double L Leath-
er Contest in Rehoboth Beach coming up on 
September 19th.
 I asked if he was going to be in Balti-
more on November 7th for Mr. Maryland 
Leather 2010 Contest. Unfortunately this 
event conflicts with another MAL feeder, the 
Mr. Pittsburgh Eagle 2010 Contest.
 It is great that the Leather Community 
has so many events, but it always leads to 
the famous question: “Where were you?” I 
asked Kip if he missed anything this year 
that he wished he had attended and he 
quickly answered, “IMsL!” I reminded him 
that he could always attend International 
Ms. Leather next year. I asked what he had 
coming up soon. He is very much looking 
forward to the Mr. Double L Leather 2010 
Contest and is also excited to have been se-
lected to judge the Ms. Ziegfild’s Pageant on 
September 27th.
 Kip is quite impressed with the strong 
relationship between the Leather Commu-
nity and the Drag Community in the Mid-At-
lantic region. He added that he would love to 
organize a fundraiser bringing both groups 
together, sort of a “Leather & Lace Ball.”
 Finally I had to ask what has almost be-
come a cliché question-but I asked what had 
he done to reach out to the younger genera-
tion, which is often missing in the Leather 
Community. Kip said that he has tried to be 
very visible in the community. He feels that 
he has been one of the most visible MAL 
titleholders. (Hey, I ran into another cur-
rent D.C. area leather titleholder dancing 
upstairs- talk about being visible!) Kip said 
that his advice to a young person seeking a 
leather title would be to “be open to sugges-
tions, but be yourself!”
 It will be January again in a few months; 
the light at the end of the tunnel is near. I 
ended by asking what he was planning to 
do after he stepped down because for me 

a real leather titleholder is measured not by 
what he does his title year, but what he does 
the year after he steps down. “Breath!” was 
his first response. Kip continued by adding: 
“Once a title ends, it does not mean that the 
work is over.”
 He plans to join a local leather club and 
continue his work in the leather community. 
On this night he is selling candy at Secret’s, 
but for Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2009 the en-
joyment of his title year has been “Good & 
Plenty.”
 There are also many events coming up 
right here in Baltimore this fall. Don’t forget 
COMMAND’s 2nd Annual Leather Descent 
Dance at the Club Hippo on Friday, Octo-
ber 2nd, and the 20th Mr. Maryland Leather 
Contest will be held at the Club Hippo on No-
vember 7th.
 You will see me at both of those fun 
events. (I understand that you will not be 
seeing another local leather person at the 
Baltimore Eagle anytime soon. He has been 
barred for punching a lady in the bar. I under-
stand that she is all right even though it was 
a “KO” punch!) See you soon and remember 
strangers have the best candy! 

Kip Hollar Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2009

OUTloud’s queer TV guide: 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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tirelessly to provide the lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, and transgender community of Bal-
timore and Maryland with an independent 
voice that focused on local news, insightful 
political commentary, and comprehensive 
coverage of social and cultural events. With 
more than 30 years experience as a journal-
ist, many years working for lgbt newspapers, 
Mike brought the professionalism to Balti-
more OUTloud that made it one of the most 
respected sources of information for the 
community. We will miss Mike’s leadership 
and wish him well in his new endeavors.”
 Jim Becker echoed Jim Williams’ senti-
ments. “I have known Mike for many years—
since his first stint as editor of the Baltimore 
Gay Paper in the 1980s—and he is a dear 
friend. He is unique in that he is both a su-
perior journalist and solid businessman, 
qualities that enabled him to publish a great 
newspaper for the past 6 years, at a time 
when newspapers are an endangered spe-
cies. He has been a driving force in lgbt jour-
nalism during the past three decades and 
we have been fortunate that he agreed to 
join us.”
 Mike’s lover of 27 years, Lee Mooney, 
co-founder of Pride Media, died suddenly 
January 20, 2007. They were devoted to 
each other and Lee’s death has left a huge 
void in Mike’s life.
 In commenting on his decision to retire 
from active management of the newspaper, 
Mike expressed that he needed new chal-
lenges. “I have worked in the lgbt press for a 
long time. It has been over two years since 
Lee’s death and now seems to be the right 
time to get a fresh start in a new city. I love 
Baltimore and the community and feel hon-
ored to have worked with Jim Becker and 
Jim Williams to publish Baltimore OUTloud. 
I am very proud of our staff and many volun-
teers and the newspaper that we have cre-
ated. I am confident that the Baltimore lgbt 
community will continue to be informed by 
the great staff of reporters, columnists, and 
critics for years to come.”

mike ChaSe retireS
-- continued from cover

gay man LeaDS airS
-- continued from cover

 Prior to becoming Executive Director 
of EHM, Burden served as Deputy Execu-
tive Director for AIRS for 3 years where he 
supervised case management and program 
activities. In this position, he implemented 
many innovative policies and procedures 
that enhanced the organization’s case man-
agement services.
 “Under my leadership, AIRS is going 
back to its roots in many respects.” Burden 

told OUTloud. “Our program started with 
serving the gay community with our first 
property, The Don Miller Homes.” He ex-
plains that Don Miller sought options for his 
care when he was infected with AIDS during 
the 1980s, and was shunned. Accordingly, 
he became a prominent activist for providing 
housing and supportive services to the AIDS 
community. More than twenty years later, 
The Don Miller Homes still stand today.
 F.T. Burden wants AIRS to provide ser-
vices beyond those who have served tradi-
tionally. “We are turning our focus to help 
another group that has been shunned: they 
are homeless LGBTQ youth.” Burden says.
 “Gay homeless youth represent a sig-
nificant percentage of those we are currently 
assisting,” he points out. “They are individu-
als who have come out to their families and 
been thrown out of the house without sup-
port. Once on the street, homeless youth 
are particularly vulnerable to mental health 
problems, drug abuse, prostitution and 
HIV/AIDS.”
 Many of these youth don’t see them-
selves as homeless as they tend to bounce 
around among various residences in what is 
referred to as “couch surfing” whereby they 
crash at the homes of friends or acquain-
tances however temporary, unstable, transi-
tional and risky that may be.
 “In 2008 we established City Steps, a 
comprehensive youth program that include 
transitional and permanent supportive hous-
ing, a Youth Resource center and street 
outreach,” says Burden. “This was created 
to address the growing problem of youth 
homelessness, many of whom have been 
thrown away because of revealing their sex-
ual orientations to their families.
 “We plan to provide increased aware-
ness about the issues to attract more sup-
port for our mission. In fact, we are planning 
a groundbreaking ceremony in October for 
Restoration Gardens—a 43- unit newly con-
structed permanent housing facility for youth 
who are homeless or unstably housed. We 
will also have our annual Oscar Night® Bal-
timore event in March 7th, 2010, designed 
specifically to help with this goal.”
 Although AIRS will be seeking wide-
spread support, Burden and his staff are 
particularly hopeful that the lgbt community 
will help to lead the charge as they have 
done in the past. “Providing housing and cul-
turally competent services to this population 
requires a significant investment of human 
and financial resources,” says Burden.
 Helping people to help themselves is 
AIRS’ mantra. “We don’t want to give hand-
outs, we want to give people access to op-
tions and resources that they choose to pur-
sue. This way our residents can experience 
permanent positive change in their lives that 

is self-directed with our organization’s help. 
To see the people we assist transform is one 
of the greatest thrills of being involved with 
AIRS/EHM,” Burden says.
 “On a personal note, I came from a back-
ground with few resources much like the cli-
ents we serve,” he adds. “I learned through 
hard work, drive, and supportive networks 
that I could rise beyond what I saw and ex-
perienced as a young person. Eventually, as 
I grew more self-sufficient and responsible 
as a young adult, I began to navigate even 
greater challenges.”
 F.T. Burden and his partner of ten years 
are raising two children. The oldest entered 
their lives as a young teenager who needed 
the support of caring adults in his life when 
he was told to leave his parents’ home be-
cause of his sexual orientation.
 “My partner and I provided him guid-
ance and support in a caring, nurturing en-
vironment that has enabled him to reach his 
fullest potential. The programs that we are 
providing through the City Steps program at 
AIRS/EHM are doing the very same thing. 
This issue is very personal to me and con-
nects me intimately to the people AIRS/EHM 
serves, their desires and their personal situ-
ations of triumph and struggle.”
 F.T. Burden’s background--both per-
sonal and professional--has served him well 
as he takes on this new challenge. For more 
information about AIRS or to make a dona-
tion, visit www.airshome.org.

ryan White LegiSLation
-- continued from pg 14

rent health care system has failed miserably. 
Until there is something in place and show-
ing results, we need Ryan White programs.

Lennie Green is a consultant and the im-
mediate past (and longtime) Chair of the 
Greater Baltimore HIV Health Services Plan-
ning Council, the community-based group 
that decides how and where almost all 
Ryan White funds are distributed in central 
Maryland.

sense of community.
 The importance of process also be-
comes obvious when considering the major 
issues:

to have a march or not.
The issue of resources and priorities inevita-
bly arises in view of the ways that a national 
action will affect local or statewide work. Un-
der current economic conditions, the matter 
of resources both for organizations and indi-

marChing out oF Step
-- continued from pg 15

viduals is especially relevant.
 And if so:

When to march.
Three months is very short lead-time. Such 
short notice precludes a real grassroots ef-
fort which, by nature, takes a while to get 
off the ground, the Internet notwithstand-
ing. Moreover, some would maintain that 
a march should be held during an election 
year for maximum impact.

What to call it.
The name we give to our community, which 
evolved over time to become more inclusive, 
was included in the name given to the first 
three marches; not so for the fourth, and ap-
parently not for this one. Obviously, there 
are various points of view.

What it’s for: the political message.
Focus can be lost with too many demands, 
but unlike the current endeavor, usually 
a demonstration does include a set of de-
mands. Perhaps a happy medium is best. 
Some would argue that change is more 
important than “equality”—that before de-
manding an equal slice of the pie one should 
consider whether the pie itself is rotten.
 True, “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” is idiotic, 
but what about the role played by the U.S. 
military? As for marriage, some will point 
out that its allocation of benefits based on 
relationship status discriminates against the 
unmarried. If so, is extending access to a 
prejudicial institution the way to go?
 No one can deny the unique and his-
toric intersection between the needs of the 
lgbt community and the issue of health care. 
Is it not possible, in fact, that a single-payer 
health care system could benefit far more 
members of our community than all the topi-
cal equality issues combined? Doesn’t this 
discussion merit open debate?

the program
Who speaks for and represents the commu-
nity is always a hot topic—and is no small 
matter.

related events.
In previous instances, related events were 
planned in addition to the march and rally. 
Most frequently, a lobbying effort was includ-
ed. But in conjunction with the 1987 march, 
we organized a huge, empowering civil dis-
obedience action at the U.S. Supreme Court 
against its Bowers v. Hardwick decision up-
holding the sodomy laws of Georgia.
 There’s a lot to mull over, a lot to debate, 
and a lot to decide. The issues raised here 
are but a few possible examples, presented 
not as endorsements, but as an indication 
of how the current discussion could easily 
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proceed. One thing is certain, however: the 
discussion needs to proceed openly with de-
cisions made democratically.

Steve Ault served as co-coordinator of the 
first National March on Washington for Les-
bian & Gay Rights in 1979, and co-chair of 
the second in 1987. He was a member of the 
Gay Liberation Front and a founding Board 
member of the LGBT Community Services 
Center of New York City. For more informa-
tion about the LGBT community’s marches 
on Washington, check out The Dividends of 
Dissent, a book by Amin Ghaziani and visit 
http://www.newyorkslime.com/ahc/.

in 2000 and locally we have a Broadway star 
performance too. Emily Skinner (Tony nomi-

on the Stage
-- continued from pg 18

nated for SIDESHOW ) portrays Mae West 
and one of her biggest fans in this 3 person 
show.
 Mae West was larger than life; she 
made being a sexpot respectable (sort of) 
and lead the way for many others to follow. 
But she bucked the system back in the early 
20th century on the stage and in movies. She 
was arrested, preached against and loved 
by millions (“but one at a time please”). She 
was a tough girl that doesn’t want to meet 
your mother. In the age of homemakers West 
wanted to dress up and go dancing instead.
 Very quotable to this day- “If you’re good 
boys, you’ll come when I call you” – “Come 
up and see me sometime,” are probably the 
most famous. She was responsible for the 
first wardrobe malfunction heard around the 
world and played Vegas well into her 80’s.
 Playwright Sher stated, “(West) was my 
teenage fantasy, my mother’s revenge. She 
had my favorite quality- attitude.” Though 
the script brings out highlights of her career 
and life it doesn’t fail to show the rough times 
along the way. Dirty Blonde reveals the spirit 
behind Mae West and why many are still fas-
cinated by her. The play jumps around with 
several other characters time-shifting her 
life. Jo, also played by Skinner, is an avid fan 
who meets a lonely compatriot ( Hugh Nees) 
at West’s tomb. Playing her life long friend, 
piano player, husband and confidant is 3 
time Helen Hayes award winning actor, J. 
Fred Shiffman. All are brilliant in their roles.
 Directed by Signature Artistic Associ-
ate, Jeremy Skidmore has built a funny, 
wonderful production that has settled in for 
a long run through Oct. 4th. Even with the 
limiting qualities of the script the cast and 
director along with designers Dan Conway, 
Helen Huang and Dan Covey have brought 
it up to a higher level of entertainment that is 
on the written page.
 Interspersed with music and songs, 
Dirty Blonde is a great introduction to those 
unfamiliar, or closer examination for the mere 
fan or a refreshing visit with an iconic per-
sonality in these days of one-hit-wonders.
 Emily Skinner brings an often-imitated 
entertainer to life; hers is not a mere imper-
sonation but a flesh and blood human be-
ing who knew every step of her life what she 
wanted.
 Dirty Blonde - Signature Theatre, Ar-
lington, VA (near Pentagon City) | Now until 
October 4th | www.signature-theatre.org

on DvD
-- continued from pg 18

teria Lane or the Walker family drama?
 Adventureland, Desperate Housewives 
and Brothers & Sisters are all available now 
on DVD (Adventureland is also available on 
Blu-ray) from Buena Vista Home Video.

 Let me start by saying this is straight-up 
dance music. It’s techno fused with hip hop 
and pop — a style on its own. Songs like 
“Memories” shouldn’t work — Kid Kudi is a 
rapper — but the song is thriving and forces 
you to move whether you agree with its ex-
istence or not. The Kelly Rowland tracks fit 
perfectly on here, as they should. After all, 
we live in a world were DJ and female vocals 
are usually a match made in heaven. Kelly’s 
voice sounds better than it ever has. If you 
haven’t heard “When Love Takes Over” 
you’ve been living under a rock. Do yourself 
a favor and indulge in a listen.
 My Favorite Tracks are the final two, 
“Toyfriend” and “If We Ever,” the first show-
casing Wynter Gordons ability to headline a 
song, but also the beat that David brings to 
the table is sick, and almost dares you not 
to be affected. The latter is a trancy, slower 
song, beautiful, and a perfect way to close 
out the album. The only real mishap here is 
the albums second track, “Getting Over.” Its 
beat sounds exactly like the David Guetta/
Black Eyed Pea collab, “I Got A Feeling” 
(which also makes an appearance here), 
and the vocals are a little too reminiscent of 
the past collaboration with Chris Willis (who 
also does the vocals for this song) “Love is 
Gone.”
 This album is fun, it’s fast, and it show-
cases how talented a DJ can be when he 
has no limitations. David Guetta has or-
chestrated some of the best beats I’ve ever 
heard, and perfectly packaged it within a 15-
song frame. With only one “bad song” and 
an amazing line up, I can’t really do anything 
but strongly advise you to go out and buy 
this album.
 Definitely tune in!

tune in or tune out
-- continued from pg 17

unboXeD  
w/ AJAR
By  Larry 
WaLker

With all the statistics, evening news 
shootings, and gang violence it’s not sur-
prising that one could fall out of love with 
Baltimore. As a marginalized member of a 
further marginalized community, I wonder 
if I ever really loved her?
  Before I knew Baltimore as the home 
of Billy Holliday, I was well acquainted with 
the blues of which she sang. I knew well 
the poverty and despair, for it was outside 
and inside of my home. I began to view 
Baltimore as a cage that traps the poten-
tial and drive of those within its walls.
  So naturally when it came time to go 
to college I left with no intentions of return-
ing. Yet, after eight years of being away, 
I felt that I was being summoned back 
by the depictions of my place of origin 
in shows like The Wire, which promotes 
Baltimore as plagued with crime and des-
titution. I could not believe this could still 
be the case, yet when I would speak with 
friends that live in the area they would 
talk about new developments and posi-
tive changes happening in the city. My 
curiosity and the need to reconnect with 
my family led me back to the place I had 
vehemently despised and fled.
  When I got back to Baltimore I not 
only noticed that the climate was differ-
ent, but that it had begun to look different 
due to the beautification of areas neigh-
boring downtown. In my opinion Baltimore 
needed a facelift. For years I wished the 
city were more aesthetically pleasing and 
clean. So my initial reaction was that “its 
about time.”
  I toured the city to get a look at the 
“New Baltimore,” and would be shocked 
to see that the Patterson Park area where 
I had worked 3 years as a lifeguard had 
been completely revamped. It was when I 
studied the situation further that I realized 
that not only were these new homes, but 
new people in the homes. Actually there 
are areas of Patterson Park that were 
largely black or Hispanic then and are 
mostly white now.
  Though the façade of the city is 
changing and the number of residents 

that live in the city is growing, some may 
even say diversifying, what has become 
of the natives of these newly gentrified 
areas? The truth is that this gentrifica-
tion would prove to be more of a burden 
than a blessing for them. They are the 
people being conned out of their homes 
due to “ground rent,” who must relocate 
due to rent hikes, or who have to endure 
inhabiting the one livable unit in a sea 
of dilapidated row homes waiting to be 
demolished.
  I began to notice whole neighbor-
hoods of abandoned buildings. Places 
where I’ve played are all boarded up or 
falling down which causes me to won-
der, “What’s up with these revitaliza-
tion efforts?” I began to notice that this 
was more of “facelift” than I had initially 
thought. Baltimore is being given a richer, 
whiter face in those areas where “it mat-
ters;” i.e. those places that border the har-
bor, are in close proximity to downtown or 
Johns Hopkins Hospital. Yet those areas 
further east and west of Baltimore are left 
untouched and poor.
  The thing about facelifts is that 
they only change what’s on the surface. 
If nothing is done about the effects that 
poverty, drugs, and the lack of education 
have had on the majority of the citizens of 
Baltimore then all of the efforts to beautify 
are wasted.
  In a perfect world these big develop-
ers would aim to uplift the people that oc-
cupy the areas to be “revitalized,” and on 
the surface some things have been done. 
There are programs that offer housing 
subsidies, but largely these people are 
being relocated to high crime areas that 
are off the gentrification radar.
  This is not a perfect world, just as its 
not a perfect city, but more needs to be 
done. Daily I ride through areas where 
there are vacant properties that could 
easily serve as community or recreation 
centers. During the summer I see chil-
dren left to play in the streets because 
there are few accessible summer camp 
programs. Kids in  similar conditions in 
2009 are deprived the outlets that were 
available to me in 1988, which could deter 
a life of crime and eventual poverty.
  All I wanted growing up was to live 
in a place that I could love and be proud 
of, and it’s because I love Baltimore that 
I’m back and committed to her better-
ment. What Baltimore needs is not a new 
face, but for love to shine on the face that 
she has, and care to be shown to for the 
people that make her so charming. 

Baltimore’s New Face
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summer antiques show returns 
to Baltimore
Art and antique aficionados from across 
the country and around the world will cel-
ebrate the final days of summer at the 29th 
annual Baltimore Summer Antiques Show 
Labor Day weekend, September 3-6, at the 
Baltimore Convention Center. The show 
is billed as the largest summer antiques 
show in the nation.
 Guests will have the unique oppor-
tunity to view and purchase from the col-
lections of over 550 international dealers 
drawn from the United States, Canada, 
France, Italy, and England all in one place, 
all at one time. Showcased collections of 
fine art, furniture, Asian art and antiquities, 
American and European silver, jewelry, 
porcelain, glass, textiles, American folk art 
and more ranging from the antiquities to 
the 20th century will line aisle after aisle at 
the largest summer antiques show in the 
nation. The show also includes a 70-dealer 
Antiquarian Book Fair offering rare books, 
first editions, autographs, fine manuscripts 
and unusual bibliographical material.
 Adding to the event¹s cultural experi-
ence, the Baltimore Summer Antiques
 Show will once again present an edu-
cational lecture series that is free to the 
public as well as show attendees. The 
lecture series includes presentations on a 
wide variety of topics by respected dealers 
and industry experts.
 “It has always been our goal to pro-
vide an environment that fosters the un-
derstanding and appreciation of antiques 
in addition to offering an enormous selec-
tion of high-quality items,” said Kris Chara-
monde managing partner and co-owner of 
the Palm Beach Show Group, producers of 
the show.  “We believe the lecture series 
enhances the total show experience and is 
well received by our guests each year.”
The lecture series is free and open to the 
public.   Individual lectures take place 
twice daily at 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. and 
run through Sunday, September 6.   

 The diversity of dealers combined 
with the solid quality of items as well as 
educational programming makes the Bal-
timore show a significant event for guests 
and exhibitors alike.
 The hours are Friday, September 4 
and Saturday, September 5 from 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. and Sunday, September 6 from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. It will take place at the 
Baltimore Convention Center, Downtown 
at the Baltimore Inner Harbor, One West 
Pratt Street. The two main entrances are 
located at the West Pratt Street Lobby 
and the Charles Street Lobby. Tickets are 
$12.00, good for all show days.
 For more information, call the Palm 
Beach Show Group at 561-822-5440 or 
visit www.baltimoresummerantiques.com. 
The Palm Beach Show Group is nationally 
recognized as the largest, independently 
owned art, antique and jewelry show pro-
ducers in the world. 

Shebler vase c.1890 to be seen at show

livelY ARts // antiqueslivelY ARts // defektive arts

Alix Tobey Southwick

Wacky Packages
By DeFekto
What’s bigger than a six-pack and smaller 
than a breadbox? Clearly, the new porta-
ble art gallery created by artist Alix Tobey 
Southwick! In a world that is becoming more 
carry-on and anti-hoarding oriented, it is a 
wondrous thing to experience the miniature 
spectacle of Southwick’s Tom Thumb Gal-
lery, located at...well, just about anywhere 
that something the size of a child’s lunch box 
could go.
 Southwick is no 
stranger to small-
scale art production 
and has been work-
ing off and on in min-
iature her entire life. 
One regular custom 
job is her work on an 
elaborate miniature train garden for which 
she creates and designs elements which 
even includes a cemetery with zombies. Her 
attention to detail is precise and immaculate 
as can also be seen in her recent and bril-
liant series of “Urban Bonsai Sculptures.”
 In this work, Southwick has managed to 
turn one of the most miserable urban sights 
into one of whimsy and humor, by attaching 
tiny blue plastic bags to the gnarled branch-
es of her miniature bonsai trees. “I was ob-
sessed with learning to make miniature plas-

tic shopping bags,” she says.
 With the Tom Thumb Gallery and Sculp-
ture Garden, Southwick has taken her love 
of miniature further by bringing other artists 
and future curators to her portable space to 
celebrate this unconventional art venue. “It 
can still have the format and presence of a 
“normal” gallery and can be taken just as se-
riously. It will be a more intimate experience.” 

explains Southwick, 
“One person at a 
time will have to sit 
and view the work 
then move on. And 
at these openings, 
no one will be able to 
block the work from 
being seen.”

 The inaugural show, “You Little So & 
So” will feature the miniature works from 
twenty-six artists most of whom have never 
worked at this scale before—that is no larger 
than 2”x2.5”. The opening will be held in Sta-
tion North at the 
Zodiac, located at 
1726 N. Charles 
St. in Baltimore 
on September 
24th from 7 p.m. 
to 10p.m. 

Photos of the GGBB White Party, 
Chesapeake Pride Festival, Ripped 
Jeans release event and other 
bar photos are on our website at 
WWW.BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM.
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summer Dance 
party

livelY ARts // dance Music

By gregg Shapiro

DiD anyOne see LiLy aLLen’s trans-
fOrmatiOn intO a Dance music Diva 
cOming? in the hanDs Of PrODuc-
er greg Kurstin (the BirD anD the 
Bee), aLLen DOesn’t LOse any Of 
her snOtty eDge On “it’s nOt me, 
it’s yOu” (caPitOL). she’s stiLL sticK-
ing it tO the DuDes WhO aren’t 
sticKing it tO her, as in “nOt fair.” 
But BefOre that, there’s the LOP-
ing Beats Of “everyOne’s at it,” 
taKing her Drug BuDDies tO tasK. 
she shOWs nO fear in her Quest 
fOr “fucKLOaDs Of DiamOnDs” anD 
mOre in “the fear.”
 
 Allen reminds us on more than one occasion of her 
youth, and turns it into a reason for dancing on “I Could Say” 
and “Back To The Start.” But it wouldn’t be a Lily Allen project 
without more than a little controversy. Those who are easily 
scandalized will find it in “Fuck You,” in which she takes ho-
mophobes (and others) to task, and in the God-questioning 
“Him,” which others may see it as the hip-shaking hymn that 
it is.
 The aforementioned Kurstin is one of the producers/
musician who teamed up with new wave synth/dance re-
vivalist Ladyhawke (a.k.a Phillipa Brown) for her alluring 
eponymous debut disc on Decca. Their collaborative track, 
“Professional Suicide” is one of the more mouth-watering 
tunes here, a bouncy and bubbly number that almost makes 
`80s nostalgia sound better than the `80s themselves. Al-
bum opener “Magic” casts a spell that lasts the length of 
the disc and includes the strutting “Better Than Sunday,” the 
delirious “My Delirium,” the Cyndi Lauper-colored “Back of 
the Van,” the hot-as –vintage-Prince “Paris Is Burning,” and 
the insanely catchy “Crazy World.”
 Originally released on Modular, the expanded Decca 
reissue boasts acoustic versions of the aforementioned “My 
Delirium” and “Paris Is Burning,” as well as “Dusk Til Dawn.” 
Two more bonus tracks, “Danny & Jenny” and the fittingly 
named “Oh My” make this a windfall for listeners.
 Treading a similar rhythmic path as hot duo MGMT, 
straight guys Luke Steele and Nick Littlemore craft infec-
tious dance pop as Empire of the Sun on their album “Walk-
ing on a Dream” (Astralwerks). The pair wastes no time in 
getting listeners on their feet with “Standing on the Shore,” 
and refuse to let you rest for a moment with the title track, 
“Half Mast,” the Bowie-esque “Tiger By My Side,” and the 

amazing “Swordfish Hotkiss 
Night,” which lives up to its 
name.
 “Heartthrob hits the 
dance-floor,” The Chap 
chants emphatically on 
“They Have A Name,” the 
opening track on “Mega 
Breakfast” (Ghostly Interna-
tional), and you don’t doubt 
them for a second. “Carlos 
Walter Wendy Stanley” is 
an electro homage to trans 
synth pioneer Wendy Car-
los (nee Walter), while the 
cutting “Surgery” gives The 
Chap the opportunity to 
reveal their funky side and 
“The Health of Nations” will 
give your heart a workout.
 Like Nina Simone and 
several acts on the Verve 
roster, Nat King Cole is giv-
en the remix treatment on 
“Re:Generations” (Capitol). 
As is usually the case with 
projects of this nature, some 
of the tracks fare better than 
others. Album opener “Lush 
Life,” written by openly gay 
composer Billy Strayhorn, 
not only provides a new 
perspective on the classic 
tune, but also does produc-
er Cee-Lo Green proud.
 Will.i.am doesn’t stray 
too far from “Straighten Up 
and Fly Right,” and goes 
so far as to offer a tip of 
the hat to Cole’s daughter 
Natalie, featured on the 
track, who paid homage to 
her father with her album of 
his songs nearly 20 years 
ago. Cut Chemist triumphs 
with “Day In—Day Out,” 
and Michaelangelo L’Acqua 
gets points for incorporating 
Bebel Gilberto in “Brazilian 
Love Song.” As with L’Acqua, both Bittersweet and Brazilian 
Girls concentrate on the Latin influences in Cole’s work on 
“More and More of Your Amor” and “El Choclo,” while TV On 
The Radio sends a strange and enchanted current through 
“Nature Boy.”
 At the time of this writing, Rihanna was embroiled in 
a domestic violence situation that everyone hoped to see 
resolved quickly. If you feel the need to find a way to show 
your support for the young singer, you might want to consid-
er “Good Girl Gone Bad: The Remixes” (Def Jam). Remixed, 
although not necessarily improved, versions of “Umbrella,” 
“Disturbia,” “Shut Up and Drive,” “Don’t Stop The Music,” 
“Take A Bow,” and the ironically titled “Breakin’ Dishes,” 
among others, do their part to elevate Rihanna to full-fledged 
disco diva.

 Electro-punk purveyors The Prodigy have returned with 
“Invaders Must Die”
 (Take Me To The Hospital), 
a take-no-prisoners set of songs 
that will make your head spin and 
set the rest of your body in mo-
tion. The title track spews from 
the speakers with a determined 
fury and then slams listeners face 
first into the ominous “Omen.”
 “Take Me To The Hospital” sends an early `90s electro-
jungle riff to the emergency room, while the same groove 
ends up in intensive care on “Warrior’s Dance.” “World’s on 
Fire” singes eyebrows and beware of the bite of “Pirhana.” 

Lily Allen
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