
It’s Our 
Turn!

By Steve Charing
The locals have waited and waited, and 
now finally, it’s Baltimore’s turn to stage 
its annual Pride celebration. Because of 
scheduling snafus and conflicts, Baltimore 
Pride 2015 will be taking place July 25 and 
26, a full five weeks later than its tradition-
al dates.

While some complained that celebrat-
ing deep into July will be affected by hot 
weather, others counter that it’s hot in 
June, too. Moreover, scheduling Pride fes-
tivities later in the calendar will afford op-
portunities for more out-of-towners to par-
ticipate rather than 
having to choose 
one such event 
over another.

This edition 
marks the 40th 
anniversary of 
Baltimore Pride, 
which is run by 
the Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, and Transgender Community 
Center of Baltimore and Central Maryland 
(GLCCB). 

In 2014, after decades of Pride being 
located in Mount Vernon, the two-day fes-
tivities moved to the Mount Royal area, 
where Artscape is situated. The second 
day was not at Druid Hill Park, a family-
friendly venue. This did not go over well 
with many Pride-goers, who didn’t care for 
the restraining beer gardens and the ab-
sence of the festival in the park on Sunday. 

“This year marks a return to the Mount 
Vernon neighborhood for the Block Party 
and Druid Hill Park for the Festival,” says 
Paul Liller, deputy director of the GLCCB. 
“We heard the community’s voice and hon-
ored the request to return home.” 

A new policy was put in place to allow 
drinking at the Block Party that will avoid 
the unpopular beer-gardens concept.

“We compromised with the city and 
have a wristband policy instead,” Liller 
explains. “The $5 wristband allows those 
21 and older to drink within the perimeter —continued on page 3

than the former Eager and Charles Streets 
lot that has housed Pride in the past. A ma-
jority of the vendors, as well as the main 
stage, will be in the Brexton / Cathedral 
parking lot. Some vendors will be set up on 
Eager Street as well.

The traditional High-
Heel Race kicks off the 
parade at 3 p.m. on Sat-
urday on Cathedral Street 
between Read and Eager 
Streets. However, this 
year, rather than parad-
ing up Charles Street, the 
marchers will proceed from 
Monument and Cathedral 
Streets up Cathedral and 
will end at Cathedral and 
Chase Street.

Chuck Bowers, the 
longtime owner of the Club 
Hippo, which is closing 
later this year, will be the 
2015 Parade Grand Mar-
shal.

An eclectic group of 
talent has been assembled 
to headline this year’s Bal-
timore Pride. At the Block 
Party, the entertainment 
begins at 5 p.m. and ends 
at 10 p.m. Headliners Mar-
tha Wash, “The Original 
Weather Girl” (“It’s Raining 
Men”), will perform as will 
rapper/songwriter Cazwell 
and transgender performer 
Ts Madison. The enter-
tainment will be hosted by 
Baltimore’s own Shawnna 
Alexander and former Miss 

Gay Maryland Tatiyanna Vouche with DJ 
Rosie, DJ Arturo, and DJ Joey working the 
music.

The festival at Druid Hill Park will begin 
at 11:30 a.m. with a service performed by 
the Interfaith Fairness Coalition of Mary-
land and Faith Communities of Baltimore.
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of the event without being in a beer gar-
den, and helps keep our community safe. If 
you purchase the limited edition Baltimore 
Pride shirt for $25 you get a free wrist-
band each day (with proper ID). The wrist-
bands are not required to enter or enjoy 
the festivities but are required if you wish 

Out at Pride  credit: Bob Ford

secured the parking lot at the corner of 
Cathedral and Brexton Streets, tradition-
ally dubbed “the lesbian lot,” as well as an 
adjoining parking lot on Charles Street, in 
front of Mt. Vernon Stable. These lots are 
connected by a path.

The Cathedral / Brexton lot is larger 

to drink.”
There are other changes as 

well. Because of a mix-up with 
the city regarding permits, the 
Block Party has moved from its 
usual footprint. Baltimore Pride 
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– continued from page 1

The entertainment will feature singer/
songwriter and model Steve Grand, whose 
music video “All-American Boy” went viral 
in 2013. Grand is believed to be the first 
openly gay male country musician to at-
tract mainstream attention in the U.S.

Both the Main Stage and the Lady Lisa 
Drag Stage will be vibrating with a host of 
local entertainers. The festival closes at 6 
p.m. 

Since the names and schedules of the 
performers have been fluid at press time, 
please pick up a copy of Gay life for a 
complete listing.

“Baltimore Pride 2015 is sure to be the 
best year ever, and I hope that you enjoy 
the festivities as much as we have enjoyed 

putting them together,” says Liller. “Please 
take the pride you share this weekend out 
into the world and share it with others. 
Love one another, be kind to one another 
and always remember: we are powerful 
when we are united!” t

On Friday, July 24, the Baltimore Gay 
Alliance is holding a Community Fo-
rum on the history of the organization 
to commemorate the 40th anniversary 
of its founding. The Forum will be held 
at the 29th Street Community Center, 
in the rear of the Barclay Elementary 
School on 29th Street between Barclay 
Street and Guilford Avenue. Doors will 
open at 6:30 p.m. and the forum will 
begin at 7.

BGA was a major player in the early 
gay rights movement in Baltimore City. 
The organization held what is believed 

Celebrating the 
Baltimore Gay Alliance at 40

to be Baltimore’s first gay pride dem-
onstration and the first gay pride festi-
val. It also founded the Gay Commu-
nity Center of Baltimore and Central 
Maryland (now the Gay, Lesbian, Bi-
sexual, and Transgender Community 
Center) and began the process that 
established the Gay Clinic, now Chase 
Brexton Health Care. 

The forum is free and open to the 
public. 

Additional information may be 
found on the Baltimore Gay Alliance 
Facebook page. t

 Bga at the Baltimore City Fair in 1975

Steve grand will appear at the festival on 
Sunday
credit: Bob Ford
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By Steve Charing
Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake fired 
Baltimore Police Commissioner Anthony 
W. Batts on July 8 saying that he became 
a distraction. “Too many continue to die on 
our streets, including 
three just last night 
and one lost earlier 
today,” Rawlings-
Blake said. “Families 
are tired of feeling 
this pain, and so 
am I.... We need a 
change.”

Batts, 54, who 
was hired on Octo-
ber 12, 2012, faced 
criticism, particularly 
from the Fraternal 
Order of Police and 
the city council, for 
his leadership dur-
ing the riots that took 
place in Baltimore 
in April in the wake 
of the Freddie Gray 
death. In addition, he 
was assailed for the 
closing of some po-
lice stations to the public after 7 p.m. and 
for the spike of homicides in the city follow-
ing the unrest in which the mayor described 
as an “utmost urgency.” 

One of Batts’ legacies, however, was 
that he sought reform within the Baltimore 
Police Department (BPD), and part of that 
effort was to reach out to the LGBT com-
munity. 

Following the high profile attack in East 
Baltimore on Kenni Shaw, a gay man, on 
Christmas night in 2012, a march and rally 
took place on January 5, 2013, at the site 
of the crime. Batts addressed the crowd 
and promised to set up an LGBT Advisory 

Council that would meet regularly with com-
munity members to discuss concerns. The 
ten-person council was comprised of repre-
sentatives of the community as well as from 
the city and BPD including Batts. The coun-

cil was eventually established in June 2013. 
On October 10, 2013, Batts and other 

members of the department held an open 
town hall meeting at the Waxter Center with 
members of the LGBT community. “We’re 
here to be open, we’re here to engage, 
we’re here to be part of the community – 
all parts of the community,” Batts said.  He 
stated he grew up with a gay uncle, and the 
beating of Shaw became the catalyst to im-
prove communication. 

Some of the issues addressed during 
the meeting included the handling of same-
sex domestic violence situations between 
same-sex couples, the procedures in place 

to deal with profiling complaints, crime in 
the area and the success so far of the “Pub-
lic Enemy No. 1” campaign. The police tout-
ed statistics indicating a decline in violent 
and property crime from the previous year.

In addition, a pamphlet was handed out 
that featured a distinctive design includ-
ing rainbow-colored silhouettes of police 
officers and provides information on top-
ics such as, “I’m LGBT and my rights have 
been violated,” “What Are My Responsibili-
ties?” “How Do I File a Complaint?”  It also 
enumerates the rights of LGBT persons, 
offers advice for those stopped for ques-
tioning, and what an LGBT person should 
do if arrested.

On the cover a statement reads, “All citi-
zens regardless of race, religion, ancestry, 
age, sex, color, national origin, physical and 
mental disability, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, and minors have the 
right to expect courteous and respectful 
treatment from members of law-enforce-
ment agencies.”

On April 14, 2014, Batts held another 
town hall at the Northwest District Commu-
nity Action Center in Baltimore. Acknowl-
edging that some members of the BPD are 
not as sensitive to LGBT issues as they 
should, he pledged to “add tools to the tool-
box” to remedy the situation. He was refer-
ring to stepped-up training to “change the 
culture in the department.” 

Audience members brought up specific 
concerns, such as mistrust between the 
police and transgender residents, police re-
sponse to domestic violence, need for poli-
cies that protect gender variant individuals 
when interacting with the police, dispatch 
policies, a reporting mechanism for nega-
tive interactions between the police and the 
community and fear of reprisals if such in-
teractions are reported.

On June 6, 2014, three days following 

Batts Reached Out to LGBT Community

anthony w. Batts addressing community members 
credit: Steve Charing

the murder of a transgender woman, Kandy 
Hall, which remains unsolved along with 
other similar homicides to trans women, a 
meeting took place at the Chase Brexton 
Health Services building. Although Batts 
was not present, Then acting Captain J. 
Eric Kowalczyk, director of the Media Rela-
tions Center, was the principal speaker, and 
he emphasized that changing the culture is 
a slow process. He said that with Commis-
sioner Batts leading the department, there 
is a strong emphasis on gaining the trust 
and confidence of the community.

A week after the news of Batts’ dismiss-
al, Kowalczyk announced his departure 
from the BPD to form his own communica-
tions consulting firm. He was one of the first 
openly gay members of the department, 
worked closely with Batts, and had acted as 
the LGBT liaison. 

“Commissioner Batts’ commitment to 
building a strong and respectful relationship 
with the LGBT community was astound-
ing,” Carrie Evans, former executive direc-
tor of Equality Maryland and a co-chair of 
the LGBT Advisory Council, told baltimore 
outloud. “The council met monthly, includ-
ing every other month with Commissioner 
Batts. The LGBT Advisory Council was very 
active. Every request we had for the Com-
missioner was met with enthusiasm and ac-
tion. 

“In the almost two years of working with 
him, we proposed and delivered LGBT re-
lated training to all cadets; we helped write 
a general order for the BPD on LGBT termi-
nology and best practices for police interac-
tion with LGBT individuals; we were briefed 
every 60 days of the status of the murder 
investigations of transgender women in Bal-
timore; we helped the BPD increase its re-
cruitment efforts in the LGBT community and 
we held several community meetings. The 
LGBT community could not have asked for 
a stronger ally. Commissioner Batts was 
the real deal.” t
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for the organization’s decision. “Today’s 
announcement hopefully marks the begin-
ning of the end of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica’s decades-old ban on gay leaders and 
parents like my two moms. In two weeks, 
the BSA’s national executive board will 
vote to ratify a resolution that has already 
been unanimously adopted by their execu-
tive committee,” Wahls said in a statement. 
(Seattle Gay News – mike andrew at Sgn.
org)

Federal 
Commission 
rules federal 
law bans anti-
gay bias

washington, D.C. – The Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission ruled 
this week existing civil rights laws protect 
discrimination based on sexual orienta-
tion. In the 3-2 decision, commissioners 
ruled the sex discrimination provisions of 
Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act protect 
employees from discrimination because of 
their sexual orientation. The independent 
federal commission is one of the nation’s 
enforcers and interpreters of federal non-
discrimination laws.

“This landmark opinion from the EEOC 
confirms what we have long argued in our 
cases: discriminating against gay, lesbian 
and bisexual employees violates federal 
law. This ruling is likely to have enormous 
positive effects because EEOC interpreta-
tions of Title VII are highly persuasive to 
the courts – they tend to be predictive,” 
said Greg Nevins, Counsel and Employ-
ment Fairness Strategist for Lambda Legal 
in a statement. The decision should serve 
as precedent for future court decisions, 
he said. “Given the clarity and logic of this 
opinion, most courts are likely to stop sim-
ply referring to old, illogical rulings about 
Title VII coverage. A few may disagree, 
but most probably will be guided by the 
Commission’s straightforward approach.” 
In 2012, the EEOC ruled discrimination 
against a transgender individual is also 
protected under Title VII in the case Macy 
v. Department of Justice.

“Freedom to Work applauds this his-
toric decision by the EEOC, and we en-
courage gay men, lesbians, and bisexu-
als who face harassment or discrimination 
on the job to consult an attorney and file 

on the basis of sexual orientation or gen-
der identity. It also lists some states and 
the District of Columbia that have specific 
legal requirements themselves. (Gay Peo-
ple’s chronicle at Gaypeopleschronicle.
com)

Broken animals, 
broken people 
help each other 

Fort worth, texas – Ranch Hand Res-
cue founder Bob Williams had a stroke 10 
years ago that changed his life. “I saw my 
own mortality,” he said. “I wanted to do 
good. I wanted to save animals and help 
people.” Driven by his love for animals and 
advocacy for the underdog, he founded 
Ranch Hand Rescue, a non-profit counsel-
ing center and animal sanctuary in Argyle 
north of Fort Worth. Prioritizing the least 
among us, counselors specialize in trau-
matized youth including many LGBT youth 
using animal and equine-assisted therapy. 
The animals are also broken. The animals 
may have been brutally beaten or starved. 
They’re as broken as many clients. “I take 
animals near death,” he said. “When peo-
ple ask why, I say ‘Just because they’re 
blind or have cancer doesn’t mean their 
lives are less important.

Ranch Hand’s approach mixes tradi-
tional and progressive therapeutic prac-
tices. Their counseling approach is rela-
tionship-based, said Ranch Hand’s Clinical 
Director Cathy Champ. A typical first ses-
sion at Ranch Hand involves introduc-
ing the alpacas, donkeys, ducks, llamas, 
horses and other animals to the client. The 
client then cultivates a relationship with an 
animal. A therapist monitors each session. 
Sessions can range from a few sessions to 
once a week. “A relationship could be with 
a horse with a broken ankle or a duck,” she 

Boy Scouts 
moves to end 
ban on gay 
leaders

irving, texas – The Boys Scouts of 
America Executive Committee unanimous-
ly lifted the organization’s ban on gay adult 
leaders on July 13. The resolution also 
prohibits regional councils and Boy Scout 
camps from discriminating on the basis 
of sexual orientation, and allows previ-
ously removed leaders to reapply for their 
positions. The policy change comes less 
than two months after Boy Scouts Presi-
dent and former Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates called for an end to the ban on gay 
adult scout leaders. The Scouts removed 
their ban on gay scouts in May 2013. The 
change is expected to be ratified July 27, 
and will then be effective immediately.

While the national organization and its 
regional councils may no longer exclude 
gay adults from leadership positions, the 
group will allow each troop to determine its 

own leadership policy. That compromise 
accommodates church-sponsored troops, 
which might have religious restrictions on 
the participation of gay leaders. In 2000, 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the Boy 
Scouts were a private membership organi-
zation and therefore could, if they chose, 
exclude gay members under the freedom 
of association clause of the First Amend-
ment. 

Zach Wahls, an Eagle Scout and the 
Executive Director of Scouts for Equal-
ity, credited the activism of gay Scouts 

compiled by Jim becker

BeyOnD the BeLtway

Title VII claims with the EEOC and eventu-
ally the federal courts,” Tico Almeida, the 
group’s president said in a statement. He 
urged LGBT activists to take further claims 
of nondiscrimination to the federal courts 
“to win workplace protections in all fifty 
states.” Currently 31 states lack employ-
ment and housing protections based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity, ac-
cording to a new report from the Human 
Rights Campaign. (dallas Voice – James 
russell at dallasvoice.com)

r

…and OSHA 
issues guide on 
bathroom use by 
trans persons

washington, D.C. – The Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration issued a 
Guide to Restroom Access for Transgen-
der Workers, urging employers to allow 
workers to use restroom facilities in line 
with the employee’s gender identity. This 
important guidance was issued early last 
month.

“Regardless of the physical layout of 
a worksite, all employers need to find so-
lutions that are safe and convenient and 

respect transgender employees,” the four-
issue document reads. “Under these best 
practices, employees are not asked to pro-
vide any medical or legal documentation of 
their gender identity in order to have ac-
cess to gender-appropriate facilities.” 

“In addition, no employee should be 
required to use a segregated facility apart 
from other employees because of their 
gender identity or transgender status,” it 
continues.

The OSHA advisory notes that, while it 
does not carry any force of law, court rul-
ings that prohibitions on sex discrimina-
tion apply to transgender individuals do, 
so federal contractors cannot discriminate 

Boy Scouts prez robert gates

Furried friends as therapists
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these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

said. She loves working with animals as 
much as she enjoys working with clients. 
“Working with animals is a genuine ap-
proach to counseling. The feelings associ-
ated with and process are so genuine,” she 
said. Ranch Hand counselor David Lawson 
said, “[The process] is awesome, espe-
cially for younger people and anyone with 
trust or relationship problems.” “Barriers 
come down when you work with animals. 
Conversations happen as you develop re-
lationships.”

All relationships are important at 
Ranch Hand. But the relationship with 
LGBT youth is personal for Lawson and 
Williams. Lawson overcame a lot as a gay 
man who struggled with a drug addiction. 
“There’s no group of kids who are more 
systematically abused than LGBT kids,” he 
said. “Whether covert or overt, kids absorb 
the sense they are second rate and have 
no value. They tell themselves, ‘I am sec-
ond rate.’”

Williams said, “So many cases of 
abuse or eating disorders are underre-
ported among LGBT youth. They’re more 
likely to tell the animals these feelings 
first,” Williams said. “There’s so much we 
don’t talk about in the LGBT community,” 
he said. “Parents are still kicking their kids 
out because they don’t get LGBT youth. I 
wouldn’t have thought 20 years ago we’d 
still see it happen.” The organization’s 
website is Ranchhandrescue.org (dallas 
Voice – James russell at dallasvoice.com)

Book explores 
links between 
unions and 
LGBT rights

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania – Inter-
ested in exploring the intersection of or-
ganized labor and the LGBT-rights move-
ment? Miriam Frank’s new book, out in the 
union: a labor History of Queer america, 
looks back on the last 50 years and ex-
amines the unique ways labor unions have 
influenced the LGBT community today. 
“The book covers 50 years of struggles 
through individuals telling their stories,” 
Kapanowski said. “There have been a lot 
of people in the labor movement who have 
walked that line and put their jobs on the 
line to raise everyone’s standard of living. 
This book celebrates these people and 
their collective history.”

One such story comes from Gary Ka-

panowski, who 
is openly gay 
and founded 
the AFSCME 
Local 1723 
union at Tem-
ple University 
in 1977. Short-
ly after found-
ing the techni-
cians’ union at 
Temple, it came 
time to create 
their first con-
tract with the 
school. “Out 
in California, 

there was a battle going on politically to 
make it legal to fire open homosexuals and 
people who supported them in schools. We 
didn’t want that fight coming to Pennsyl-
vania, so we added sexual orientation as 
a protection guaranteed in our contract,” 
Kapanowski said, noting there was push-
back from the university. “The school said, 
‘We can’t do that. We’re state-supported. 
Conservatives and homophobic legisla-
tors would find a way to punish us.’ It took 
three months of small meetings with the 
membership, but eventually we got their 
overwhelming support to make it a strike 
issue.” The union won, and sexual orienta-
tion was added to the contract. Two years 
later in 1980, Temple did the same for its 
employees, according to Kapanowski.

“We fought for protection on the job 
in 1978 that you still cannot get from the 
state in 2015,” Kapanowski said. “Unions 
still very much have a role in the workplace 
today.” (Philadelphia Gay News – ryan 
Kasley at epgn.com)

GLAD files 
class-action 
discrimination 
suit against 
Walmart

Boston, Mass – Gay & Lesbian Advo-
cates & Defenders (GLAD) and the Wash-
ington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights 
and Urban Affairs (WLC) have filed a class 
action lawsuit against Walmart, charging 
the retail giant with discriminating against 
employees who were married to same-sex 
spouses by denying their spouses health 
insurance benefits. The Complaint was 

filed this July 16 in U.S. District Court for 
the District of Massachusetts.

The lawsuit, Jacqueline Cote, et al. v. 
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. is the first class ac-
tion filed on behalf of gay workers since 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in favor of 
marriage equality on June 26, 2015, and 
alleges that Walmart violated Title VII of 
the federal Civil Rights Act by discriminat-
ing against Jaqueline Cote based on her 

sex. The action seeks to demonstrate how 
existing federal law can be used to protect 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and 
queer (LGBTQ) workers. The class repre-
sentative, Jacqueline (Jackie) Cote, works 
in Walmart’s Swansea, MA store, and was 
denied spousal health insurance for her 
married spouse, Diana (Dee) Smithson. 
Jackie and Dee, who have been together 
for nearly 23 years, were married in May 
2004 as soon as it was legally possible 
in Massachusetts. Dee has battled ovar-
ian cancer since 2012. Due to Walmart’s 
sex discrimination, Dee lacked health in-
surance to pay for her treatment and has 
racked up a minimum of $150,000 in unin-
sured medical expenses.

“Walmart broke federal law when it 
denied vital benefits to workers who have 
same-sex spouses,” said Peter Romer-
Friedman, the WLC’s Deputy Director of 
Litigation. “Because Walmart’s discrimina-
tion harmed working families across the 
country, we are filing a national class ac-
tion to ensure that Walmart finally provides 
these families the equal benefits federal 
law guarantees.” Jackie is asking the Court 
to certify a Class that includes all current 
or former employees of Walmart, who prior 
to January 1, 2014 when Walmart changed 
its policy, had legal and valid marriages 
with a person of the same sex, would have 
been eligible to receive spousal health in-
surance benefits but for Walmart’s prohibi-
tion and did not receive the benefits. By 
the time Walmart ultimately changed its 
policy Jackie and Dee were being hound-
ed by bill collectors and lost many nights’ 

sleep worrying about paying back their 
debts. Walmart is the world’s largest pub-
lic corporation and retailer, and the largest 
private employer in the United States. (bay 
Windows & Glad at baywindows.com)

Mexico’s top 
court says gay 
marriage ban is 
unconstitutional

Mexico City – The Mexican Supreme 
Court ruled last month that the country’s 
constitution guarantees same-sex couples 
the right to marry. The high court and other 
lower courts had issued similar rulings in 
the past, but the Mexican legal system is 
somewhat unusual, so marriage equality 
was a patchwork in the country, much like 
in the United States.

However, an opinion slated to be pub-
lished in about a week and discussed in a 
blog post by clerk Geraldina Gonzalez de 
la Vega, is a “generic jurisprudence” that 
will affect the entire country. She quotes, 
translation by Google Translate, “The fed-
eral law of any entity that, on the one hand, 
considers that the purpose of that is pro-
creation and/or that defines it to be held 
between a man and a woman, is uncon-
stitutional.”

The decision will now require judges 
throughout the country to follow that defini-
tion. However, it does not require the ad-
ministrative authorities to do so because 
the law has yet to be officially changed. 
Gonzalez de la Vega believes, however, 
that some authorities will be inclined to 
grant marriage licenses even without a leg-
islative change. t (Gay People’s chroni-
cle at Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

BeyOnD the BeLtway

Jackie Cote and Dee Smithson
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By Marti wOrMUth
If you’re like many in our community, then 
you likely appreciate the arts – and in 

Chambersburg, the arts are 
thriving. With a highly de-
veloped music program in 
the school district, a school 
solely devoted to musical 
arts, and the Capitol The-
atre, there’s lots to do. In this 
article, we’re going to take a 

look at the Capitol Theatre and its varied, 
year-round schedule. 

The Capitol Theatre 
was a privately owned 
theatre until the late 
1990s, when the borough 
of Chambersburg bought 
it and redesigned it as a 
cultural center for the city 
(and for most of the sur-
rounding area). 

In 2010, the inde-
pendently-owned, volun-
teer-run Capitol Theatre 
Center Foundation took 
over. The board of trust-
ees have worked hard to 
make the Capitol what it 
is today. 

The Capitol is a classic historical the-
atre. I’ve never, ever been in another like 
it. There’s an old style ticket booth outside, 

and the lobby is done up in classic, early-
mid 20th-century style. When you step in-
side the actual theatre, you feel like you’re 
transported back in time. The inside has 
those old style seats, and the stage is set 
up in a way that is from the early 20th cen-
tury (it was built in 1929 with minimal refur-

bishing). The seats are actually incredibly 
comfortable and roomy, so even if you’re 
there for a show that lasts an hour or more, 
your body won’t complain. 

High school performances, community 
theatre events, and various other musical 
performances and shows are always going 
on at the Capitol, no matter what time of 
year. There are also a number of annual 
events that you can check out when you’re 

  OUt in the vaLLey

The Capitol
Theatre

at the Capitol as well. In August (this year, 
on August 15th), they have Pop a Cork for 
the Capitol, which involves wine tasting 
from a number of local wineries (including 
the Adams County Winery, which I talked 
about in this column before!), food, fun, 
raffles, and more. They also have the 1864 
After Party (which is held during Cham-
bersFest in July) and a wide variety of holi-
day events. 

Do you want to learn more about the 
Capitol Theatre and the events that are be-
ing hosted there on a regular basis? Or, if 
you’re more local, care to see how you can 
get involved with what they’re doing? Then 
check them out online at Thecapitoltheatre.
org or at Facebook.com/capitoltheatrecen-
ter. Sign up for their e-mail newsletter!  t 

marti Wormuth is a freelance writer who 
has resided in the cumberland Valley since 
2003. She currently resides with her part-
ner in chambersburg, Pennsylvania. marti 
frequently visits the Hagerstown Valley as 
well, and is very involved in the lGbt com-
munity in the region. Her website can be 
found at martis-miscellany.com. 

the historic Capitol theatre in Chambersburg, Maryland

 Sights 
to be 
Seen

B4U-ACT, Inc.
P.O. Box 1754
Westminster, MD 21158
• 410-871-8156
• b4uact@b4uact.org

“The Capitol Theatre 
was a privately 

owned theatre until 
the late 1990s, when 

the borough of 
Chambersburg bought 
it and redesigned it as 

a cultural center for the 
city”
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Parenting
Rev. Kelly Crenshaw

OUTloud

OUt in the vaLLey

Today was the day. I had “that” conversation 
again. you know the one I mean. It’s the one 
that begins with a tear stained face saying, 
“Mom, it was awful!” 

It doesn’t matter what comes next. I’m 
already in Super Defensive Mommy mode. 
I’m ready to take on whatever demon situa-
tion hurt my baby. And, it doesn’t matter how 
many times I’ve had the conversation with 
my other kids. This pain is fresh and I have 
to fix it. 

I want the toy returned to my toddler’s 
hands or the cheating boyfriend to see my 
kid on the arm of the hottest catch in school. 
I want to scream and cry along with my hurt-
ing child. But, I know if I get too emotional, it 
will be about me. These conversations need 
to be about her and her pain. They need to 
be about him and his fears. And, this is hard 
for me.

I don’t want my kids to hurt. I want them 
to live in a perfect world where everyone is 
nice. 

Then, I hear, “How can his parents be so 
cruel?” Wait! What was that? This isn’t about 
my kid. 

“What’s going on?” I ask the question 
cautiously and wait for the response. My 
child takes a deep breath and then it all 
comes tumbling out. 

One of my kid’s friends took a risk. He 
told his parents he thought he might be gay 

and they sent him away. They gave him 15 
minutes to contact his friends before tak-
ing the phone away. His friends must have 
“planted” this idea in his head, they told him. 
They didn’t give him any idea where he was 
going. “To be with family,” they said. That 
was it. The friends were left with confusion 
and hurt. I can only begin to imagine how the 
young man felt – fear and betrayal among 
other emotions.

My child wants me to fix this, but I can’t. 
I can’t begin to fix a situation where people 
are so oblivious to the pain of their loved 
ones. I can’t force a parent to love their child. 

We have all heard this story in many 
forms through the years. The parents who 
reject the gay child, or the pregnant one, or 
the delinquent, or the disabled one. It never 
gets easier. I’ve talked with grandparents 
who decide to love their trans grandchild 
“despite” the situation. (Despite!) I’ve talked 
with parents who believe this is all a phase. 
(Seriously?) They give up on the disabled 
child because she’ll never be able to be nor-
mal. (What is normal anyway?) They break 

all contact with the delinquent or the addict. 
(So now, there’s no voice of reason.)

Our children are our children. They be-
long to all of us. And, if we expect them to 
grow up and become the type of people we 
hope for them to be, we have to claim them 
for who they are – our kids. These are the 
same kids who picked dandelions and proudly 
displayed them in vases. These are the same 
kids whose artwork graced our refrigerators. 
And, these are the same kids who are trying 
desperately to grow up and claim themselves.

Being a kid is hard enough. Why do we 
parents have to make it that much harder?

Being proud of our kids doesn’t have to go 
away because they make decisions and claim 
realities that are confusing to us. Be proud that 
you raised that child to be strong and indepen-
dent. Be proud that you are the one she calls 
when she reaches rock bottom. Be proud of 
the small steps of recovery. Be proud of your 
gay, straight, trans, bi, questioning, or queer 
child. Be proud of the child who is angry at a 
friend’s parents for being so cruel. Be proud of 

Being There 
for Young Folks

By rev. KeLLy CrenShaw 
Over the years, I have adopted 16 kids, 
birthed two, and raised a couple of doz-
en others. I am a teacher, pastor, coun-
selor, parent, grandparent, and friend. 
And, all of the kids who’ve been a part of 
my life are “Kelly Kids” in one way or an-
other. Although I always have an opinion, 
I have found that closing my mouth and 
giving kids a voice is a great way to reach 
out to them. Having a 
trusted adult to 
talk to means 
there are fewer 
secrets, too. 

Sometimes, 
my kids tell me 
things about their 
lives that I may not 
want to hear, but I 
keep telling myself 
that it’s a good thing 
that they trust me 
enough to tell me. I may not be 
a perfect parent, but I think I did some-
thing right.

 “My mom has been my legal mother 
since I was 17 years old, I am now 33. I 
moved into her house when I went 
into foster care at age 15. We are 
so much alike that we joke that 
she gave birth to me at 17 and 
just forgot. But ever since I met 
her, she has been the biggest part 
of helping me through this crazy 
thing called life. 

Her open-minded attitude has helped 
in so many aspects in my life that I could 
write a book. When I was younger, I 
wasn’t sure if I was bi, gay, or straight, but 
I was able to talk to my mother about that, 
because I knew she would accept the fact 
that I might be gay. And, I knew she loved 
me, no matter what.” #GrowingUpIsHard-
Enough

From the Mouths of Kelly’s Kids
A former foster child talked about 

foster care placements with conservative 
families, “It sucks to have to hide your 
personality. I couldn’t do anything that 
was about me. They never knew who I 
really was.” #HidingIsHard #JustWan-
naBeMe

“I don’t want to have a mom who is 
mean and doesn’t like 

people.” #No-
MeanMoms

“It easier 
for your kids 
to come out. 
They don’t 
have to feel 
scared. I 
would tell 
you if I 
was gay.” 
# T h a n k s -

ForLovingMe
“People are people. It doesn’t mat-

ter who they love.” #LoveIsLove
“It makes people uncomfortable 

when people make bigoted comments. 
Then, you can’t bring your friends 
over to your house because you’re 

scared someone might 
say something stupid. I’m 
glad our house isn’t like 
that.” #CanMyFriendsCo-
meOver

A one-year-old wasn’t 
able to offer any com-
ments, but thoroughly 

enjoyed waving dollar bills for the 
Drag Queens at the recent Panhandle 
Pride celebration in Shepherdstown, 
West Virginia. #Baby’sFirstDragShow 
#Grandma’sWayCool

Aren’t kids amazing? Sometimes, 
they just need someone to hear what 
they have to say. Are you listening? 
#BurstingWithPride t

The 
darndest 

things

your child. Period. 
As parents, our job is to fill our children’s 

toolboxes with the tools they will need to suc-
ceed in life. Their job is to use the tools. Today, 
my child remembered that she could reach out 
to me when life is unfair. That’s one tool uti-
lized; only 999,999 more to go. It’s a start. t

rev. Kelly crenshaw is the mom of 16 ad-
opted kids, 2 biological kids and foster mom 
of dozens. Some are lesbian, some gay, some 
straight, and some bisexual. Kelly founded a 
K-12 day school where kids could have a safe, 

bully-free environment for learning. She is co-
owner of a counseling agency that works with 
children and their families. She has worked 
with kids in the foster care system for two de-
cades, actively advocating for all kids, but es-
pecially those in the lGbt community. and, in 
her spare time, she is co-pastor of New light 
MCC, the first openly LGBT friendly church in 
Washington county. She will be answering 
your questions about parenting, as well as 
sharing stories of her own parenting adven-
tures.

“We have all heard this 
story in many forms: 

The parents who reject 
the gay child, or the 
pregnant one, or the 

delinquent, or the 
disabled one. It never 

gets easier.”
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Ice 
Machine

L:aura Anderson

Beyond 
the

OUt in the vaLLey

After a half century of silently avoiding and 
denying the ultimate truth of my existence, 
I finally succumbed to the reality of my true 
gender. I had been on a collision course with 
reality – my life goal was to die with the most 
darkest of secrets – that in spite of living a 
life as a man, I was indeed, female... a truth 
I had known from a very early age. My great-
est fear was that of disillusioning everyone I 
loved – my spouse, my kids, my grandchil-
dren, the rest of my family, my friends... how 
dare I come out of my box and challenge 
their opinions and beliefs about me. yet, I 
did. Not only did I transition, but I imposed 
the journey upon everyone around me.

To transition is a difficult task. We ex-
pose ourselves to the ridicule and intoler-
ance and cruelty of others who haven’t the 
slightest idea what 
we are experiencing. 
If they only knew! 
For many of us, the 
term ‘transition’ is in-
accurate, at least in 
the way most people 
view it. What are we 
transitioning from? 
And what is it we are 
transitioning toward? 
For me, I have always 
been female – I have 
known it since first 
grade or earlier. I am 
not transitioning from that. I suppose we 
could say that my transition is one of gender 
expression and the adoption of other gender 
roles. I had lived my life as a man and then, 
through my “transition,” began living my life 
as my true gender. 

We are witnessing, in a very public way, 
the transition of Caitlyn Jenner. Although 
the photographs and the articles being writ-
ten are filled with tabloid-esque descriptions 
of her transformation, they at least begin a 
conversation about transgender issues that 
have never before been exposed in such a 
public discussion. People beyond the trans-
gender community are hearing about the 
struggles and the pain and the realities of 
what it means to be trans. People are gain-
ing new insight into our world, albeit through 

the experiences of a privileged white woman 
who seems to be embracing society’s notion 
of what it means to be a woman. She is be-
ing hailed as brave and courageous.

For me and countless others, our tran-
sition was nothing about being brave. We 
may have faced a world that was hostile and 
hateful and lacking in understanding, but we 
were, rather than courageous, desperate to 
embrace a gender that identified who we re-
ally are. Our transition was not a glamour-
ous journey of becoming society’s notion of 
feminine beauty; instead it was an attempt 
to claim what had been lurking beyond our 
reach for so long within each of us. Did I de-
sire the kind of beauty that Caitlyn Jenner’s 
photos reveal? Of course – such have been 
our fantasies. But in reality, in my more lucid 
moments, I have wanted nothing more than 
to be a soccer grandmom – unnoticed and 
unadmired . . . nothing more than to be me 
as defined by me.

The journey of transition is difficult and 
filled with adventure and drama (ask any of 
our families about the drama we impose on 
them). It begins with the lifelong feeling that 
body and mind are misaligned and the even-
tual acceptance that the struggle to ignore 
that truth is futile. It means a pathetic attempt 
to appear ‘normal’ in clothing designed for 
another gender and that frightening first step 

out the front door into 
a world that we per-
ceive notices every 
minute detail about 
us (with time and ex-
perience it does get 
better). It continues 
in that midnight jour-
ney to the ice ma-
chine in some distant 
hotel where we ven-
ture anonymously 
down an empty half-
lit hallway (such ad-
venture). It continues 

with the frightening forays into the strange 
and new restrooms. It leads to the letter from 
our therapist that begins the hormones and 
the giant step to take that first tablet. For 
those who must transition further, it means a 
year of the ‘real-life test’ – living and present-
ing as another sex – for me it meant dressing 
as, living as, actually being a woman in all 
that I had to do to live my life. Then come 
the letters for the surgeon and the plans for 
a variety of surgeries to align our bodies with 
our minds. All of this leads us so far beyond 
that ice machine!

We experience the trauma of negotiat-
ing the dangerous waters of gender in our 
culture – the financial expense, the arrange-
ments for name changes and proper gender 

The Other ‘T’

By heLen hiKeS
Do you know that feeling of delight when 
you find that $20 bill in the pocket of the 
jeans you wore last summer? The unex-
pected finding of a forgotten little trea-
sure at the bottom of the desk 
drawer? In a nutshell, that is 
the feeling when you walk in 
to Studio U on the Square in 
Greencastle, Pennsylvania. 
First, there’s its location. A his-
toric little old town steeped in stories, 
Greencastle’s square is always full of bus-
tling traffic as people go on about their 
lives. Fine examples of Federal, Second 
Empire, and Classical Revival architecture 

are scattered up and down the streets, 
lending an air of times past. Charming 
shops and eateries invite passersby to 
stop, and drivers stop for pedestrians in 
the crosswalks.  Tucked in one corner in 
a well maintained old brick building, Stu-
dio U is located where the local Green-
castle newspaper, the echo Pilot, resided 
for years.  With such an air of history, the 
sleek industrial-meets-modern of the inte-
rior brings you instantly to attention. you 
know you’re in for a unique experience. 
 Warm wood and antique brick walls are 
lined with a wide diversity of art: crisp 
prints of modern art, stunning hand paint-
ed silks, gorgeous watercolors, cheerful 
floral sprigs to hang on your front door, 
and strange, lovely flowers hammered out 
of metal, just to name a few. The space 
is bright and serene. A large wooden ta-
ble recycled from a local school is in the 
center of the room and provides ample 
space for the myriad of activities that flow 
through Studio U. Art lessons, classes, 
tea parties, meetings, book clubs, chil-
dren’s activities, art and wine parties, po-
etry readings, and artist critiques are all 

par for the course in this bustling building. 
 Studio U is the brainchild of artists Denise 
Urban and Rebekah Walck and has re-
ceived great support from the local art com-
munity.  “There are so many artists in the 

area,” reports Helen Larkin, recently 
hired as manager of the Studio, “you 
almost had to stumble across their 
work in little corners tucked all across 
the county. Denise and Rebekah are 
hoping that by giving a focal point, 

the local artists will be able to come to-
gether, show their work, and grow, both 
as individual artists and as a community.”  
The small troupe of employees, artists, and 
warm community welcome promise an inter-
esting future in this little corner of the square! 
 Studio U on the Square is located at 27 
Center Square, Greencastle, Pennsylva-
nia, and is open from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Monday through Friday; and 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on Saturdays. When a docent is not 
on duty, it can be accessed through Anna’s 
Paperworks, immediately next door. t

Finding Yourself at Studio  U

Hidden 
Gems 

Browser’s delight

—continued on page 13

“My journey has been 
a wonderful thing in 
its own way. I have 

experienced life from 
both sides (and believe 
me, the ladies’ room 
is far better than the 

men’s).”
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continue to pervade our society in ways 
that is embarrassing at best and danger-
ous at worst.

Here’s my take (and I apologize if 
I offend anyone): I have the right to free 
speech, not the right to be a “D-bag” to 
everyone around me. I hesitate using this 
term, but I can’t think of any more appro-
priate word to describe this attitude. Just 
because I think something, doesn’t mean I 
have to say it! Just because I can…doesn’t 
mean I should. Is this really so hard to 
practice? t

Okay, I’m going to rant. I am sorry in ad-
vance. But unless you’re living under a 
rock you have to know the crapstorm sur-
rounding comments by Donald Trump in 
the news these past few weeks. I am not 
getting into a political discussion here, 
mostly because I don’t think The Donald 
is worthy of that effort. But what bothers 
me is that he is just a natural progression 
down the path we as a nation have been 
on for some time.

Now call me un-American, but I have 
an issue with free speech the way it is used 
in America these days. There was a time 
when free speech was tempered with… oh, 
I don’t know… let’s call it common sense… 
or maybe polite consideration of other peo-
ple’s feelings. Today it seems like common 
sense and consideration of other people’s 
feelings is a lost art. And that’s (in my opin-
ion) a bad thing. 

Do I believe in free speech? Absolute-
ly! Mainly because I know that there are 
people (plenty of them) who would love to 
silence a social-justice oriented, openly 
gay pastor. So I need to defend the rights 
of others to spew their vitriol, no matter 
how offensive it is. So I support the rights 
of the Westboro Baptists and the KKK to 
do their thing knowing that I can be free to 
respond by making a sign, standing on the 
SCOTUS steps or at the base of a state-
capital flagpole and doing my thing. I get 
it, I really do.

But there is something deeper here 
that disturbs me and I don’t know how 
to wrap my mind around it. It seems like 
society in general has just lost the art of 
common courtesy. We have forgotten how 
to have civil discourse. We are unable to 
state our own opinions without demeaning 
others in order to validate our own views. 
And what’s worse is that we are teaching 
this behavior to our children. 

I am tired of it. I am tired of adults act-
ing like children. I am tired of our political 
system modeling reality TV more closely 
than civilized society. But until we call it 
what it is, the Jerry Springer mentality will 

Trump and the 
Art of Civility

Spirit
Rev. Dr. Rob Apgar-Taylor

Speaks

markers on legal documents, the emotional 
and physical pain, the lengths to which we 
go to be stealth due to the lack of accep-
tance in our society, and the desperate need 
to be successfully perceived as ourselves in 
the work place, in social circles, with family 
and friends, in all that we do! 

Eventually, as we mature, we realize that 
we are tired of secrets – our entire lives have 
been filled with lies and concealment – and 
we accept our place in society. Thankfully, 
society is indeed changing, partly due to 
people like Caitlyn Jenner, but far more so 
by everyday people like us – people who are 
living lives with integrity and honesty and a 
desire to be true to ourselves and to those 
around us.

For most of my life I considered my gen-
der turmoil a curse – a source of an enduring 
pain that plagued me relentlessly. I wished 
I could have been born normal. I wished I 
could have been born female. I wished that 
I could have experienced the things that cis-
gender women experience and not merely 
having been on the outside looking in. But 
the time for wishing eventually passes. My 
journey has been a wonderful thing in its 
own way. I have experienced life from both 
sides (and believe me, the ladies’ room is 
far better than the men’s). This ongoing tran-
sition has been the most amazing journey I 
could ever have imagined. 

And best of all, that journey continues! t
laura anderson is an educator, author, 

researcher, parent, and granddad. Her years 
teaching in public school classrooms as 
male provided the foundation for her more 
recent role educating future teachers. living 
female for the past decade, she has come 
to appreciate the privileges she once held 
– both male and cisgender – privileges now 
replaced with the fulfillment of living as her 
true self. 

the Other ‘t’
– continued from page 11
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other events that celebrate ethnic or nation-
al identities. We get the crowds, the music, 
the food vendors, the entertainment, and the 
booze. No political speeches and no serious 
subjects are engaged publicly. Make no mis-
take it has become a party, plain and simple. 

This is no one’s fault, mind you; it is now 
what most attendees want and expect. The 
GLCCB, which runs Pride and who needs it 
to succeed to keep that organization afloat, is 
simply satisfying the demand. “Where can we 
drink?” is the operative question. If there was a 
ban on alcohol, how many would still show up?

I may be old school in that I appreciate 
our LGBT history and try to understand how 
our movement has been shaped. But I love 
a party just like anyone else. I just need to 
recognize that the current generation does 
not see these celebrations through a histori-
cal prism. It’s sad because of the sacrifices 
made by our LGBT pioneers and that these 
folks and their efforts are not recognized at 
Pride events. 

Nonetheless, I will continue to celebrate 
Pride by acknowledging the distance we have 
traveled and the progress we have achieved. 
Nobody thought five years ago that marriage 
equality would be the law of the land but it is. 
Nobody thought we would see a transgender 
person making a speech to primarily a sports 
audience on national television that received a 
standing ovation and the degree of widespread 
praise it garnered despite a pushback from 
within and outside the LGBT communities.

We must acknowledge, however, that 
much work remains. We need a federal all-
inclusive anti-discrimination law. We need 
to address the disproportionate amount of 
LGBT youth who are homeless and bullied 
and to deal with the reasons why these kids 
are still unaccepted by their families and 
schoolmates. We need to strive to end the 
harmful outdated nonsense called reparative 
therapy. We must convince our younger gen-
eration that the HIV/AIDS epidemic is far from 
eradicated and risky sexual behavior remains 
dangerous. 

We must also be wary of the backlash 
stemming from our success on the marriage 
front, and expect that we will be used by Re-
publican presidential candidates during the 
campaign to appease their bigoted voters. 

A little less division within our own com-
munity would be helpful. When one part of our 
community succeeds, we all succeed. When 
one part fails, we all fail together. Strong lead-
ership is required to help galvanize our com-
munities the way it once was in those early 
post-Stonewall Pride celebrations.

Pride should be an opportunity to reflect 
upon these challenges. But it’s a party now, 
so having some fun is not all that bad either. 

Happy Pride! t

been validated.
As key victories began to amass, the 

political and emotional impetus for the Pride 
celebrations that was so evident in the first 
three decades following Stonewall have all 
but dissipated. No longer do you see numer-
ous placards and banners with compelling 
messages. No longer do you hear political 
speeches from officials clamoring for equality. 

Sure, there are folks going around solicit-
ing donations or asking people to sign up on 
organizations’ mailing lists and perhaps sign 
a petition or two. But it is no way the same 
as the grassroots movement that carried us 
through those difficult years. 

Instead, our Pride festivities, especially 
the block parties, have become similar to 

All that talk of mainstreaming, assimilating, 
acceptance, the loss of gay bars, and the po-
tential loss of LGBT organizations, one has to 
wonder why there is even a need for LGBT 
Pride anymore. Given these shifts in our own 
culture as well as society as a whole, I posed 
that very question to one of our popular LGBT 
leaders while we were discussing Pride. She 
set me straight, so to speak.

“We most certainly need Pride to gather 
as a community and celebrate our identity at 
least once a year,” she stressed without any 
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Steve Charing
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hesitation. And upon further contemplation, 
she is absolutely right.

I guess I had been soured by what Pride 
has evolved into. The notion that Pride is 
aimed at celebrating the Stonewall uprising 
and the fight for gay rights is a quaint one. It’s 
no longer the case.

Back in the day, that was the motivation 
for the parades and rallies. Gay liberation was 
the battle cry. People of all ages, genders, 
walks of life, and ethnic backgrounds held up 
signs and chanted slogans. It was indeed an 
assertion that gay people should not be rel-
egated to second-class citizenship and that 
we are proud of who we are as human beings 
who just happen to be LGBT. We were not 
about to go back into or remain in the closet 
because straight society would like us to. It 
was a day to proclaim our identity, and we de-
manded the rights that others enjoyed.

Ironically, these demonstrations proved 
to be counterproductive. Opponents of such 
rights were aided by the media’s coverage 
of Pride parades with their ratings-conscious 
focus on the more flamboyant and exhibition-
ists among us. This served to feed the stereo-
types to information-starved heterosexuals 
who found comfort in this selective portrayal. 
It reinforced their beliefs; their bigotry had 

There’ll Always 
Be a Place for

Pride 

happy Pride!
credit:  Steve Charing
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Have you ever taken the time out to admire 
a rainbow? I mean really appreciate it, mar-
vel at its splendor? Have you ever actually 
watched each color fade seamlessly into 
the next, while gently gliding around the 
edges of cracked sunlight beams, peering 
through the clouds? It’s simply amazing! It 
reminds me of yet another beautiful, amaz-
ing, completely natural phenomenon – my 
LGBTQIA family. We are an amalgam of 
perfect identities that intertwine with one 
another and complement our counterparts 
perfectly. There are so many shades of us, 
but unfortunately just like the rainbow, very 
few people (even some in our own commu-

nity) have taken the time to really appreci-
ate our individual attributes as well as our 
unified brilliance. We are more than just 
“homos” – we are human beings and we all 
deserve respect. Here I have composed a 
list of some, of the many pieces of our rain-
bow. Look at how incredible we are. 

Lesbian – A female homosexual; a 
female who experiences romantic love or 
sexual attraction to other females.

Bisexual – Having romantic attraction, 
sexual attraction or sexual behavior toward 
both males and females. Bisexual identity 
does not necessarily equate to equal sexual 
attraction to both sexes; commonly, people 
who have a distinct but not exclusive sexual 
preference for one sex over another.

gay – An adjective (& noun), referring 
to the people, especially to gay males, and 
cultures associated with homosexuality.

transgender – The state of one’s gen-
der identity or gender expression not coin-
ciding one’s assigned sex.

Queer – Includes, but is not exclusive 
to lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, trans-
people, and intersex persons. Tradition-
ally, this term is derogatory however, many 
people who do not adhere to sexual and/

Why the 
Rainbow?

Bi-
Lines

Nicole Bettis

or gender “norms” use it to self-
identify in a positive way.

intersex – Someone whose 
physical sex characteristics are 
not categorized as exclusively 
male or exclusively female.

asexual – A person who 
does not experience sexual at-
traction to any gender. They 
can identify as gay, straight, 
bi, trans etc. Keep in mind that 
sexual attraction and romantic 
attraction are very different!

ally – A person who doesn’t 
necessarily identify as LGBTQ-
IA etc. but fully and whole heart-
edly supports the rights and safety of those 
who do.

Pansexual – (also referred to as om-
nisexuality) is having sexual, romantic, or 
emotional attraction toward people of any 
sex- or gender- identity. Pansexual people 
may refer to themselves as gender-blind, 
asserting that gender and sex are insignifi-
cant or irrelevant in determining whether 
they will be sexually attracted to others.

Cisgender – individuals who have a 
match between the genders they were as-

signed at birth, their bodies, 
and their personal identity.”

Demi-sexual – A person 
who only experiences sexual 
attraction towards someone 
with whom they have first 
developed a deep emotional 
bond.

gender-fluid – A gender 
identity best described as a 
dynamic mix of male and fe-
male. Being gender-fluid has 
nothing to do with which set 
of genitalia one has, or their 
sexual orientation. Gender-
fluid people may also identify 

as multi-gender, non-binary and/or trans-
gender.

Skoliosexual – a gender identity de-
scribing individuals attracted to trans peo-
ple and expressions (people who aren’t 
identified as cisgender).

I’ve only scratched the surface of who 
we are, I challenge you peer underneath. 
We need to learn about the intricacies of 
each other and celebrate them, let’s stop 
living in the shadows of ignorance; let’s 
dance in the sky! t
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or reason; any preconceived opinion or 
feeling, either favorable or unfavorable; un-
reasonable feelings, opinions, or attitudes, 
especially of a hostile nature, regarding an 
ethnic, racial, social, or religious group.” 

It is only fair to say the LGBT commu-
nity has experienced prejudice against it in 
spades and still does. In your lifetime, how 
has that affected you as an individual and 
especially within your relationships? Have 
you brought the resentment and the anger 
of being the recipient of such prejudice to 
the fabric of what goes on with your part-
ner? Did that draw you closer, or become 
a wedge? 

Then too, none of us immune to these 
kinds of feelings because they have a utili-
tarian basis in that they are shortcuts to al-

leviate insecurities and provide a 
sense of superiority. They are non-
adaptive mechanisms of emotional 
self-defense when we do not stop 
to challenge our minds and ask 
ourselves why we adhere to such 
thoughts. 

If I never met a Filipino, what would be 
my basis for feeling a dislike to someone 
from that country? If the visceral feeling 
were there, why would I not question my-
self? Socrates declared, “An unexamined 
life is not worth living.” It is important to look 
inside and even though we may not like ev-
erything we see, to understand that what-
ever we have learned, we can unlearn and 
think and behave in more positive ways to 
have a happy life.

Now let me describe a classic con-
flict situation where one’s own prejudice 
of “What I do is the right way” may create 
arguments galore. Person A: “My partner 
does not load the dishwasher correctly.” 
What is implied here is that Person B is do-
ing this wrong so must be an idiot. What is 
actually true is that Person A is not doing 
this chore the way person B wants it done. 
This has to do with an underlying need for 
control, and even with that, if Person A 
could take out the implication of the wrong 
behavior, it would be a smoother interac-
tion. The effect of speaking of one’s own 
desires as being correct, a prejudice, and 
by extension, all other choices as being 
wrong will have a negative consequence 
on the relationship. 

Much of what goes on and is wrong in 
relationships is how we choose to think 
about them and the world we are in. I re-
mind myself daily to examine my thoughts 
when I feel a certain way, or do not like 
how life is going, because it is within our 
control to modify or change our thoughts 
and thereby affect our feelings and behav-
ior. t

yes, here is the big event of the year and 
we all will celebrate. There is much to be 
proud of, especially in 2015, after 
all the hard work and struggles of 
years past. Although there is still 
much left to accomplish, for the 
spirits of those who have not seen 
this day, I want to take the oppor-
tunity to say: We miss you, and re-
joice with you in our hearts and minds.

As you experience pride, pride in being 
who you are, what you have accomplished, 
how you have contributed to the movement, 
and to the fellow human beings, ask a ques-
tion: Where do your prejudices reside? 

The dictionary definition of prejudice is 
“an unfavorable opinion or feeling formed 
beforehand or without knowledge, thought, 

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.
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Essentials
The

 Michael Lausterer
of Living Naturally

Binaural 
Beats

300 hertz is heard through the right ear, 
and a tone of 310 hertz is heard through 
the left ear simultaneously, the 10 hertz 
difference between the tones is created in 
the brain. The binaural beat is not actually 
heard, but is the brain’s ability to detect a 
waveform phase difference and enables 
the perception of a binaural beat between 
the frequency “gap.” Because of the way 
binaural beats work, they can be used to 
help the brain induce deeper sleep and 
meditation, bring forth creativity and relax 
both mind and body. 

Binaural beats are the result of the 
evolutionary process of evolved species 
due to brain structure. The frequencies 
at which we can perceive binaural beats 
depends upon the size of the cranium. 
Humans generally can detect these wave-
length frequencies at 1000 hertz or less. 
These wavelengths are longer and tend to 
curve around the human skull by deflec-
tion, whereas frequencies above 1000 
hertz are shorter and travel faster through 
the cranium. 

Binaural beats are created in the beta, 
alpha, theta, delta, 
and gamma fre-
quencies. Gamma 
is the most rapid 
brainwave state 
and resonates at 
frequencies of 40 
hertz or higher. 
Binaural beats in 
Gamma are de-
signed for creative 
energy and not 
conducive to a re-
laxing or medita-

tive state. High levels of information pro-
cessing or bursts of creative thinking are 
the result of brain activity in the gamma 
frequency range. 

When your mind is mentally active or 
you feel focused and can concentrate, the 
brain is working within the beta brainwave 
state. Exercising, speaking to a group or 
actively participating in conversation also 
falls within the beta state and corresponds 
to frequencies that range from 12 to 40 
hertz. 

Alpha brainwaves are associated with 
a state of relaxed mental awareness. 
Resonating in the 8 to 12 hertz frequency 
range, brain activity within the alpha state 
includes problem solving, visualization, 
acute observation and powerful levels of 
creativity. 

Deep relaxation and meditation, en-
hancement in creativity as well as the 
release of stress and anxiety can be ob-
tained through the theta state. Meditation 

Relaxation, meditation and restful sleep 
can help one attain a well-rounded and 
healthy life. For many on a spiritual path, 
the connection of body, mind, and spirit 
are important, as this approach helps you 
to achieve a better understanding of self. 
Through techniques such as meditation, 
we can learn to work within ourselves in 
order to reduce stress and anxiety, while 
opening our minds to natural healing mo-
dalities. The human brain is a powerful 
instrument. Incorporate tones, frequen-
cy, and music, we now have a toolbox of 
techniques that are 
very useful for get-
ting the mind to a 
desired meditative 
state. 

The brain cy-
cles through sev-
eral natural bio-
logical brainwave 
states throughout 
the day and night. 
Each brainwave 
state works within 
its own specific 
frequency range: Beta, alpha, theta, del-
ta, and gamma. At any given moment, 
the brain is capable of activity in multiple 
brainwave states at the same time. The 
current level of consciousness indicates 
the dominant area of brainwave activity, or 
state of mind. Because the various brain-
wave states operate at lower frequencies, 
it is possible to recreate those frequencies 
in audible tones. Simply listening to these 
audible sounds helps the brain enter into 
a brainwave state based upon the chosen 
frequency. 

Binaural beats were discovered in 1839 
by German Professor Heinrich Wilhelm 
Dove. These auditory tones are brainstem 
responses which originate in a specific 
area of each hemisphere of the brain, re-
sulting in an interaction of two different fre-
quencies or impulses heard through each 
ear at 1000 hertz or less. Binaural beats 
also differ in frequency and range between 
one and 40 hertz. To simplify, if a tone of 

in the theta state can help improve well-
being and overall health. Frequencies for 
this brainwave state range from four to 
eight hertz. It is in this area that we dream 
during sleep. 

The delta brainwave state resonates 
with frequencies from zero to four hertz 
and is the slowest of all wavelength fre-
quencies mentioned. The brain resides 
in this state only during deep dreamless 
sleep. Delta brainwave activity has also 
been associated with profound healing of 
the mind and body. 

youTube is one of the best places to 
experiment with a diverse selection of bin-
aural beats. There are many brainwave 
states and healing genres to choose from, 
and listening is free. Caution is advised, as 
some binaural beats can be too stimulating 
for certain individual personality types and 
can create an effect similar to a caffeine 
rush, though harmless.  t

michael lausterer is a certified clini-
cal essential oil therapist, professional 
chef, clinical Nutritionist and co-owner of 
basic earth essentials. For more informa-
tion please visit basicearthessentials.com

Pride & 
Prejudice

...Not the 
novel
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P is for Pride - Our own – How do you ex-
press your pride in our LGBT community? 
It might be by participating in planning and 
organizing for Pride Weekend or it might be 
just being there and watching the parade. 
Maybe you express your pride with a bum-
per sticker or a flag. Maybe you simply hold 
hands in public.

What happens to 
your personal pride once 
Pride is over for the year? 
Maybe you wrap it in a 
rainbow flag and store it 
away for next year. We 
hope you keep it with you, 
take it out and polish it at 
least once a week. Take a 
souvenir home that will re-
mind you of the liberated 
feeling of Pride Weekend, 
and on Monday, take it 
to work and put it some-
where you will see it daily.

Many LGBT people 
are open about who they 
are everywhere but at 
work. If this is your situ-
ation, consider breaking 
that barrier too. There’s 
no need to make a spe-
cial announcement. Put a framed photo of 
your partner on your desk, and when you’re 
asked who that is, quietly tell the truth.

r is for responsibility – We have a 
responsibility to take care of the disenfran-
chised members of our community. Many 
are sex workers (almost all male or trans-
women) or are LGBT youth who have been 
thrown out of their homes by their parents 
and are engaging in sex for survival. Both 
these groups have great difficulty in finding 
legal employment. They have exceptionally 
high rates of violent death, by suicide or at-
tacks by others. Find organizations that work 
to help these community members, and offer 
your time and/or money.

i is for intimacy – Definition of intimacy: 
a close, familiar and usually affectionate 
personal relationship with an individual or 

Health & 
Pride

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

group. Intimacy is one of the basic emotional 
needs that all people require for a satisfy-
ing life. Many people’s enjoyment of Pride 
is based on the opportunity it provides to 
share an easy intimacy with a large group 
of people. 

Many of us lead very rushed and crowd-
ed lives, with too many hours at work and 
not enough time for our friends and partners. 
Communication has shifted from conversa-
tions in person or by phone to phone texts 
and email, which don’t provide direct con-
tact. These changes can isolate us and lead 
to loneliness, and can even isolate partners 
from each other. Intimacy can be developed 
in many ways, but it is most likely to result 
from shared in-person activities which are 
active rather than passive. Conversation 
and shared walks are good tools for devel-
oping intimacy, while passive activities like 
watching TV or movies together are not. 

Often, intimacy between 
couples in new relation-
ships takes a form that 
excludes their friends. It 
is unhealthy to direct all 
your emotional intimacy 
to one person.

D is for Dignity: 
Keep yours! – It’s im-
portant that the Pride cel-
ebration not be drowned 
in beer. Eat a meal or 
good sized snack before 
drinking beer or any oth-
er form of alcohol. Limit 
yourself to 1 drink if you 
weigh less than 135 lbs. 
If you weigh more than 
135, limit yourself to 2 
drinks.

e is for exceptional 
– The Baltimore Pride is 
one of the best Pride fes-

tivals around. Come and enjoy it!  t
eva Hersh is a baltimore family physi-

cian. Send your comments and questions 
to her by email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.

“What happens to 
your personal pride 
once Pride is over 

for the year? Maybe 
you wrap it in a 

rainbow flag and 
store it away for 

next year. We hope 
you keep it with 

you, take it out and 
polish it at least 

once a week.”

Like Us On
Facebook!



18 t  BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD    JULy 24, 2015 •  baltimoreoutloud.com

By BriDget FOrney
LGBT older adults blazed the trail for to-
day’s gay community. Many of their suc-
cesses laid the groundwork for so many 
future activist and protection efforts for LG-
BTs. The LGBT population of older adults is 
also growing. According to The Department 
of Health and Human Services, there are 
approximately 1.5 million adults over the 
age of 65 who identify as lesbian, gay, or 
bisexual. 

While LGBT older adults encounter 
many of the same challenges that all older 
people face, they also tackle specific and 
unique challenges that are still in the early 
processes of being addressed legally, politi-
cally and socially. 

It’s no secret that LGBT older adults are 
less likely to have adult children to assist 
with their caregiving and advocacy needs 
later in life. They’re also more likely to live 
further away from biological family mem-
bers, and perhaps are estranged from fam-
ily altogether. Some older adults are ag-
ing with HIV. Those who aren’t aging with 
the unique challenges of that disease may 

Aging with Pride in Baltimore
have a history of lost 
friends or loved ones 
from the HIV epidem-
ic of the 1980’s.

Many of these 
LGBT older adults are 
of a generation who 
never experienced 
the acknowledgment 
and acceptance that 
LGBTs today do. But 
that doesn’t mean that 
finding acceptance in 
senior living is turning to a gay-niche com-
munity that just may not be the right fit.

When it comes to senior living, the val-
ue of a retirement community for LGBT old-
er adults is measured in exactly the same 
way as for their heterosexual counterparts  
–  it comes down to finding a place where 
people feel welcome, accepted and happy 
to live and thrive.

While that kind of support may equate 
to an “all-gay” senior living option for some, 
many gay older adults prefer to live in a 
more diverse community  –  a place where 

QUaLity OF LiFe

they will just be ac-
cepted for who they 
are and surrounded 
by other intellectual 
and community-
minded people, gay 
or straight. 

R e t i r e m e n t 
communities like 
Roland Park Place 
take privacy and 
confidentiality of its 
residents very seri-

ously, creating a safe environment for resi-
dents of any sexual identity or orientation 
to find safe, secure and accepting environ-
ments in older age. Every person deserves 
to age with dignity, and 
at Roland Park Place, 
exceptional retirement 
community living means 
no explanations and no 
shame.

The community offers premier access 
to Baltimore City coupled with the comfort 
and convenience of suburban living. Ro-
land Park Place is less than six miles from 
the Downtown Inner Harbor and all of the 
culture, amenities, entertainment and fun 
in Baltimore to foster an active retirement 
lifestyle on and off campus. Resident neigh-
bors consist of Baltimore City’s former civic 
leaders, judges, surgeons, artists and ac-
tivists who support each other and nurture 
the community’s freethinking and diverse 
identity.

As the only not-for-profit Continuing 
Care Retirement Community (CCRC) in 
Baltimore City, residents can have a peace 
of mind knowing that continuing care health 
and wellness services are accessible right 
on campus if they are ever needed. 

Roland Park Place has a deep-seated 
commitment to being a leader in support-
ing positive images of aging and aging ser-
vices. That’s why RPP Residents and staff 
embrace language that honors the dignity 
of all people and promotes a culture of col-
laboration. For example, the community 
references “older adults” rather than “the 
elderly” and the term “golden years” has 
become cringe-worthy among most.

But the Roland Park Place community 
also has a strong commitment to being a 
leader in practicing inclusivity and multicul-
turalism. That commitment is also carried 
through in the briefest of interactions and 
the smallest of language. For example, the 
word “Resident” is always capitalized to 
make the word a proper noun out of a form 
of high respect for the people who live at 
Roland Park Place, regardless of culture, 

religion, race, gender or sexual orien-
tation. 

The hope is that Roland Park 
Place’s theme of integration will per-
colate into community life and inspire 

confidence that strong, diverse communi-
ties are possible and encourage the possi-
bility of rich exchange between older adults 
and their younger counterparts.

Fostering a community of multicultural 
thinking is not a marketing strategy. At Ro-
land Park Place, it’s a way of life. you could 
retire at a community for older adults that 
promotes a gay-friendly society, or you 
could retire at one that lives and embraces 
it from the core. 

To learn more about Roland Park 
Place, the only not-for-profit, accredited 
Continuing Care Retirement Community 
(CCRC) and leader in aging services for 
older adults - LGBT and beyond, visit Ro-
landParkPlace.org or call 410-243-6826 
for a personal tour of the campus and an 
inside look at the community’s services 
and people. t

The place to 
truly be you
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longest and I hadn’t been 
able to. I was trying to 
write a song that captured 
that feeling of longing and 
unrequited love that I was 
all too familiar with as a 
young gay person grow-
ing up in a rather con-
servative and sheltered 
town. It was an important 
song for me, personally. 
Also, it’s now taken on a 
whole new meaning and 
specialness for me just 
because what it’s meant 
to my fans. I know it’s hit 
a lot of them in a deep 
and moving way and we really connect over 
that song. That’s what made this relationship 
begin. It’s a very special song for that reason 
as well.

gS: “Better Off” is a dance-pop track 
that has the potential to become a club 
sensation. Did the song begin this way or 
did it evolve into a dance track?

Sg: First of all, I don’t really think about 
the production when I’m writing a song; es-
pecially for that one. I remember very clear-
ly writing that song. It was about the lyrics 
and capturing the feeling I was experienc-
ing at the time. I wrote it very quickly – in 15 
minutes, I think. I was staying with a friend 
and I pulled out my notebook after I got off 
the phone with someone that I really cared 
about. The conversation had turned ugly and 
I wrote it quickly. I went to make a demo of 
it, shortly thereafter. I think right away I went 
with a darker, dance-pop sound. When I first 
started thinking about production, that’s just 
naturally the shape that the song took. 

gS: you make reference to Springs-
teen in the song “whiskey Crime.” where 
does Bruce fall in your musical influenc-
es?

Sg: I go through different phases. When 
I was writing that song, he was probably my 
number one. Even if artists have been out 
there for a while, it doesn’t mean that I’m al-
ways completely aware of them or that I un-
derstand them. I guess as you grow up and 
mature and find yourself thinking differently 
in life, certain things speak to you more. At 
that time, for whatever reason, when I was 
writing “Whiskey Crime,” I was very much af-
fected by Bruce Springsteen and his sound 
and what I saw him to represent.

gS: in “whiskey Crime,” as well as in 
“Stay,” you make reference to a variety of 
adult beverages. what’s your poison?

By gregg ShaPirO
Coming in at number eight on out magazine’s 
Most Eligible Bachelors of 2015, gay singer/
songwriter Steve Grand may be single but 
that doesn’t mean that there aren’t millions 
of men (and probably some women) who are 
in love with him. In return, Grand, who made 
his name singing about unrequited love in his 
hit single / youTube video “All American Boy,” 
has unleashed a bounty of love on his fans 
(who helped him raise funds via a Kickstarter 
campaign) with the release of his long-await-
ed full-length album all american boy (Ste-
vegrand.com).

Not only did Grand wisely include his 
groundbreaking hit song, but he also used the 
tune’s title for his album’s moniker. More than 
just a pretty (stunning, really) face, Grand is 
the complete package (so to speak). He’s a 
talented pianist. He’s got a strong and stirring 
voice. He also writes catchy pop songs that 
are equally timeless and timely. For instance, 
Grand’s “trans brothers and sisters” get a 
shout-out on the stadium-sized anthem “We 
Are the Night.”

Grand brings a Midwestern rock sensibil-
ity to album opener “Say you Love Me,” as 
well as the vintage Mellencamp growl of “Red 
White and Blue” (one of two songs not writ-
ten exclusively by Grand). The same can be 
said for the radio-friendly “Next To Me,” and 
“Run.” The (queer) country crowd that first 
embraced Grand with “All American Boy” is 
sure to get drunk on the intoxicating “Whis-
key Crime.”

Grand even makes an impressive en-
trance into the realm of dance music with 
“Better Off,” a propulsive number that has 
summer club anthem written all over. It’s the 
kind of song you can imagine will pack the 
dance floor with fit, shirtless guys with just 
the right remix. On the flipside, Grand serves 
up “Back to California,” an emotion-packed 
power-ballad that is yet another example of 
Grand’s towering versatility.

Gregg Shapiro: Steve, I first inter-
viewed you in the summer of 2013, shortly 
after the video for your song “all ameri-
can Boy” made you a youtube sensation. 
you are now about to release your full-
length debut album. was it always your 
plan to include “all american Boy” and 
what does that song mean to you?

Steve grand: That was always the plan. 
I mean, as far as I had a plan when I first 
released the song. I wrote it a year before 
I released it, in the summer of 2012. It was 
an important song to me because I felt like 
it was the song I had been trying to write the 

LiveLy artS // PERSONALITIES

He’s Just Grand
AN INTERVIEW WITH GAY SINGER/SONGWRITER STEVE GRAND

Sg: I just really like whiskey [laughs]. 
I find myself being a little more particular, 
but I’m not a snob about it. I like the taste 
of whiskey. It’s like a nostalgic feeling for 
me. It’s what I used to drink with my friends 
when I was younger. I associate that taste 
and smell with all the things I did when I was 
growing up and finding my way in my very 
early 20s. I’m 24 now and that wasn’t that 
long ago, but it’s still a nostalgic thing for me. 
[Laughs] I realize that might sound ridiculous 
as I say it. I haven’t been drinking that long, 
but your early 20s, when you’re still in college 
and getting out on your own, is a very special 
time for a lot of people. It’s a critical and fleet-
ing time. It’s a time in a lot of people’s lives 
that they look back on and regard as one of 
the highlights, being that age. Having free-
dom and being able to explore it is still new 
and exciting. I associate that taste with all of 
those things.

gS: So, if a liquor company ap-
proached you about using that song in an 
ad, is that something you would be open 
to?

Sg: yes, I would consider it. I haven’t 
thought about that a lot. I don’t know if I’d 
have a specific one in mind right off the bat. 
But I’d be open to it, for sure.

gS: you close the disc with the power 
ballad “Back to California.” to my ears, it 
sounds the most personal of the songs 
on the record.

SG: It’s definitely one of the most per-
sonal songs for me. It’s a song about friend-
ship and the intensity of adolescent friend-
ship, especially at the time when you’re still 
trying to figure out who you are and what 
you’re about. For me, I was dealing with the 
crisis of trying to come to terms with whether 
or not I was gay and if that was okay. It was 
an intense and critical time for me and it’s 

about the friendship I was having at the time. 
Even now, I really do think of it as 
one of the works that’s closest to 
me and the most personal. I know 
that a lot of people won’t hear it that 
way. It’s not a song I’ve expected a 
lot of people to understand. It’s just 
a song that’s mostly fulfilling for me 
personally and one I’m proud of as a 
songwriter.

gS: Because you have such a 
strong history with music videos, 
i would be remiss if i didn’t ask if 
there are music videos forthcom-
ing for any of the songs on the 
new album.

Sg: Yes, there definitely are. I’m 
actually working on a music video 
for “Time.” It’s not going to be a 
super-big production. At first, I didn’t 
even plan on doing a video for it. But 
my fans have been so patient with 

waiting on the record and it (the song) seems 
to have struck a chord with them and so I 
wanted to do something for it. There’s also 
going to be a video for “Whiskey Crime.” I’m 
excited about that [laughs].

gS: i recently interviewed ty herndon 
and Billy gilman around the time of their 
decisions to come out as gay. Do you 
have any thoughts about herndon and 
gilman and what they did? 

Sg: yeah, I think it’s great! I’m so happy 
for them. I personally know how it feels to 
finally make yourself free of worrying what 
the world is going think about who you re-
ally are. I can’t imagine going through life as 
long as they did and keeping that a secret; 
mostly for Ty Herndon. It makes me so happy 
and I really applaud them both. It makes me 
happy to see more and more people coming 
out in all industries. Even in the music indus-
try, we’ve always looked at country as being 
conservative and a hard place to comeout. 
It shows that we really are making progress. 
I can imagine that they are having an effect 
on many lives, especially many young lives. 
I only think it’s a good thing I’m very happy 
for them.

gS: Do you have any interest in acting 
in film or on television and have you had 
any offers for roles?

Sg: I do have an interest in that. It’s 
something I do want to get into eventually, 
but I’d first like to establish myself as an artist 
a little more. My album’s not even out yet and 
I have no idea what’s going to happen with it 
at this point. So, we’ll have to wait and see. I 
have gotten some offers here and there. For 
the longest time, I’ve been maintaining that 
I’m working on my album. There have been 
a few relatively small projects that I’ve been 
asked to be a part of or been considered 

Steve 
grand

—continued on page 24
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were sweating like it was an aerobics studio. 
They asked us to be residents every Thurs-
day night – of course we said yeah. They 
ran an ad in the Village Voice reading “yitz 
Jordan and David Singer, 9 p.m., $5.” I said 
to David “This can’t go on, we need stage 
names. you already are Cels-1, who am I go-
ing to be?” He said “you’ll be y-Love.”

Deb: that was it? he just came right 
up with it?

y-Love: yeah, and I was like “What? 
Why y-Love? Why not, like, y-Money?” 

He goes “Don’t worry about it: it fits 
you. If you come up something 

else, you can change it, but 
we have to tell the owners 
we want our names changed 

on the flyer.” It was just a spur 
of the moment thought that 
he had, and I had to give my 

meaning to it. So, y doesn’t 
just stand for “yitz,” y is 
also a question, and 
“Love” is the answer.

Deb: Public en-
emy is very outspo-
ken and activist, and 

were probably the 
originators of using 

hip-hop as a vehicle 
for social change. Do 
you feel like being 
such a different artist 
in hip-hop, that activ-

ism takes more of a role 
in the genre now than in 
Chuck D’s time?

y-Love: Well… yes. On 
a macro level, today we see more of the pat-
terns of systematic police brutality and racism 
as it spreads throughout the justice system. 
Whereas, in the 90s, it was more rappers put-
ting these dots together and trying to paint a 
picture for the population, now, it’s rappers 
actively saying “Alright we see this picture, 
now what do we do?” This is the era of “Black 
Lives Matter.” This is the era of Freddie Gray, 
Michael Brown, Trayvon Martin, and all of the 
social media-driven activism. The same so-
cial media that we have to use to drum up 
promotion for our music, we have to be as 
vocal on those same channels. you can’t not 
comment on what is going on today. It’s not 
just a theoretical picture that you’re painting 
of what people are calling aggravated inci-
dents; now we see that there is a problem, 
and that’s energizing the population. 

So, coming from that vantage point, activ-
ism is definitely important today. On a micro 
level for me – and I would say for other gay 
hip-hop artists – LGBT artists were persona 
non grata in the 90s and early 2000s. Hip-hop 

By DeBOrah J. DraiSin
y-Love (aka yitz Jordan)’s claim to fame is 
being the first gay, black, Hasidic Jewish rap-
per in the industry. In the first grade, Califor-
nia-born, Baltimore-bred yitz developed a 
fascination with Judaism, converting formally 
at the age of twenty-two. That same year, 
he studied at an Israeli yeshiva and began 
rapping at the local club. His unique blend 
of English, Hebrew, yiddish, Aramaic, 
Arabic and Latin words made him 
practically an overnight sensation in 
Jerusalem. A year later, he and his 
fellow emcee (who granted him his 
stage name) moved to Brooklyn, 
where he remains to this day, al-
though he returns home to Mary-
land as often as he can.

 y-Love made a splash 
three years ago by announc-
ing his status as a gay man 
to out magazine. His ap-
pearance at this year’s 
Baltimore Pride will mark 
his first event as an out 
individual. He just had a 
speaking engagement at 
the Wheeler Auditorium 
earlier this week, and will 
be performing at Reverb 
Social Club this coming 
Saturday, July 25th.

Deb: well i’m sure 
everyone’s excited to 
have you back in Balti-
more.

y-Love: Yeah, this is going to be my first 
time performing at a Pride event in Baltimore 
since coming out.

Deb: where did you cut your teeth in 
hip-hop – did you start out in Baltimore’s 
underground?

y-Love: Mm-hm. I converted to Judaism 
in 2000. I started rhyming at yeshiva in Jeru-
salem, when I lived there for a year. That’s 
where I first started learning how to freestyle. 
I began performing there as y-Love, and 
then doing so here in New york, in 2001.

Deb: now, who gave you the moni-
ker, “y-Love,” or was that something you 
came up with yourself?

y-Love: In Jerusalem, the first study 
partner that they gave me to learn with was 
an MC from Long Island – his name is Cels-
1. We went to an open mic at this bar called 
The Orange Bear in Tribeca – right where 
9/11 was. They gave us fifteen minutes to do 
our performance, but we rocked the mic for 
two hours. We had everyone standing; we 
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Y-Love
AN INTERVIEW WITH RAPPER & FEATURED BALTIMORE PRIDE ENTERTAINER 

was not the voice of our street. It was a place 
where homophobia was not only allowed, 
but celebrated – and as bad as hip-hop was, 
reggae was worse. I think that, for us, we’re 
still at that beginning stage as gay artists. We 
have to be up there, and out, standing up for 
ourselves, and not just there on the sidelines 
trying to act like we’re straight.

Deb: what would you say the toler-
ance level for LgBtQ folks now? Because 
i know that when Frank Ocean came out, it 
was a big deal.

y-Love: Right. When Frank Ocean came 
out, a lot of the backlash that I saw was the im-
petus for me to come out in 2012. Once I saw 
that, I realized that I had to get my voice out 
there as well. Because he was an R&B artist, 
people were saying “That’s cool, but it’ll never 
happen in hip-hop.” I had people telling me 
personally “you don’t want to be a gay rapper.”

Deb: it had to be terrifying, this deci-
sion. how did you summon that up?

y-Love: Well, I had converted to Judaism 
and was Hasidic until 2009. That was how I 
initially came into rhyming, because not only 
was I rhyming in English, but I was also throw-
ing in Hebrew, and mixing it up with some 
Aramaic, yiddish and Latin. I was using all of 

these holy languages, and I was coming from 
a place of faith, so I was coming in with this 
devoutly religious fanbase. I was hanging 
out with MMA artists. I thought there were 
going to be actual crowds with pitchforks. I 
came out on May 15. We initially arranged 
the PR for me to come out in out magazine 
on April 15. My first day of work at my new job 
in L.A. was April 19. I left that weekend. When 
I moved that story, and got everything pitched, 
I was already literally on my way, on the plane. 
I was expecting…

Deb: to have nothing to come to, yeah.
y-Love: And that’s exactly what didn’t 

happen.
Deb: So the support has been over-

whelming on the fan side – what about on 
the personal side?

y-Love: That’s actually ironic: I was ex-
pecting there to be a lot more hatred than 
there actually was. It’s to the point where 
now, if I want to see homophobia on Face-
book, I have to tag people in my statuses, like 
specific religious people who I know are still 
homophobic. t

Y-love performs at baltimore Pride. read 
more at baltimoreoutloud.com. connect at 
thisisylove.com, Facebook.com/ylovemusic.
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By ChUCK DUnCan
Let’s get the big elephant out of the room 
right from the start: Edgar Wright and Mar-
vel parted ways after he had spent months 
working on the script for ant-man. The fans 
were at a fever pitch of anticipation wait-
ing to see where he would take the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe, but it didn’t happen 
and now everyone is grousing and won-
dering just what Wright’s ant-man would 
have looked like. It didn’t happen, it’s not 
happening, so let’s move on, shall we? For 
the record, Wright still has a screenplay and 
executive producer credit, so there’s still 
something there of him. There is no way 
Marvel had time to overhaul his script com-
pletely and get the movie shot and released 
within their set time frame, so there is still 
Wright’s DNA all over the movie.

That being said, Marvel, director Pey-
ton Reed and the six other writers who had 
a hand in the story and screenplay have 
crafted another gem in Marvel’s crown. Like 
Guardians of the Galaxy, ant-man is anoth-
er of Marvel’s gambles on a title that has a 
cult following at best and fits tenuously into 
the already established, and more serious, 
MCU Phases. ant-man, in fact, is the begin-
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ning of Phase III and we’re off to a great 
start.

The story features cat burglar Scott 
Lang (Paul Rudd), just out of prison, unable 
to find a steady job even after lying about 
his identity, and finding himself once again 
tempted to take on another heist so he can 
get some money and take care of his finan-
cial obligations so he can have more visita-
tion time with his daughter. It doesn’t help 
that his ex’s new boyfriend is a cop. Scott 
is convinced to do a little safecracking at 
an old mansion and all he finds is an odd 
looking leather jumpsuit and helmet. Back 
at his apartment, he puts it on and discov-
ers its special properties ... it has the power 
to shrink the wearer to the size of an insect.

Scott learns from the suit’s owner and 
creator Dr. Hank Pym (Michael Douglas) 
that he was allowed to break into the safe 
because Pym needs Scott to pull off one 
more job for him – stop his former protege 
Darren Cross (Corey Stoll) from using the 
shrinking technology to create (and profit 
from) a virtually indestructible army. It takes 
some convincing and training, courtesy of 
Pym’s daughter Hope (Evangeline Lilly), 
who is pulling “double agent” duty between 

Marvel’s Ant-Man is No Cinematic Small Fry

Pym and Cross, but Scott agrees and near-
ly completes his mission until coming face-
to-face with Cross’ own special suit, yellow-
jacket. Miniature mayhem ensues.

It was hard to gauge the tone of ant-
man from the trailers and TV ads. It seemed 
to have some humor but felt more like a 
straight superhero movie where the humor 
was forced. Happily, the finished product is 
a nice mix of family drama, action and lots 
of laughs, thanks in no small part to some 
witty writing and a winning performance 
from Paul Rudd, the actor least likey to 
become a Marvel superhero. On the other 
hand, Rudd is the perfect casting choice 
for this role because while he’s handsome, 
he’s still got that “guy next door” quality to 
him that everyone can relate to. He can pull 
off the action and drama perfectly, and he 
has a way of delivering the comedic dialog 
without seeming to be too much of a smart 
ass. Rudd is clearly the star here and ev-
eryone else are supporting characters.

Michael Douglas does a fine job as 
Pym, and there is a startling pre-credits 

scene that takes place in 1989 featuring 
a digitally de-aged Douglas that is amaz-
ing and downright spooky. Imagine being 
an actor and seeing yourself on screen in 
a brand new movie looking like you did 25 
years ago. It must be unnerving, but for the 
audience it is a pretty jaw-dropping mo-
ment.

Evangeline Lilly is also good as Hope, 
making you always wonder just whose 
side she’s on until she really starts train-
ing Scott. Even then, she’s still holding a lot 
of resentment against her father because 
he has never told her the truth about how 
her mother died, and she expected to be 
the one to don the Ant-Man suit. Hank may 
have something else in store for her (which 
you’ll discover in the first of two post-cred-
its scenes). Corey Stoll’s Cross goes from 
over-eager businessman to megalomania-
cal supervillain a little too quickly, but his 
big fight scene with Ant-Man is spectacular 
and hilarious at the same time (especially 
the “runaway train” moment).

Bobby Canavale and Judy Greer pro-
vide the family drama, and Michael Peña, 
David Dastmalchian, and Tip “TI” Harris 
provide the comic relief as Scott’s partners 
in crime. Keep an eye out for the obliga-
tory (and funny) Stan Lee cameo, as well 
as brief appearances from Hayley Atwell 
(Peggy Carter) and John Slattery (Howard 
Stark) and, for some reason, Garrett Mor-
ris. And we can’t forget an Avenger (Fal-
con) also makes an appearance.

While Marvel has hit home runs with 
pretty much all of its superhero movies, 
most of them tend to take themselves 
much too seriously even with Tony Stark’s 
snarky one-liners. Guardians of the Galaxy 
proved Marvel could do a real comic book 
movie with action, drama and comedy, and 
they have solidified that winning formula 
with ant-man. And all Marvel fans know 
that captain america: civil War is the next 
film in Phase III, so be sure to sit all the 
way through the credits for the awesome 
set-up. t

Social  
animal
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By ChUCK DUnCan
Amy Schumer is having her moment. After 
gaining momentum with two seasons of her 
Comedy Central sketch show inside amy 
Schumer, she hosted the MTV Movie Awards 
and won over a whole new group of fans who 
tuned into the third season of her show (and 
binged on the previous two seasons), prim-
ing themselves for her first starring role in a 
big screen comedy.

trainwreck tells the story of Amy (all of 

her characters seem to share the name), a 
commitment-phobic young woman living a 
wild and carefree life as a single in New york. 
She writes for a men’s magazine, S’Nuff, that 
features articles like “Are you Gay or is your 
Girlfriend Just Boring?” has a revolving door 
of one-night stands (trying to never purposely 
spend the night), and she also has a “steady” 
boyfriend – at least in his mind – who bugs 
out on her when he discovers she’s not as 
monogamous as he is (she tries to sell the 
relationship to him with the option of sleep-
ing with other women if he wants). But a 
writing assigment featuring a down-to-earth 
sports doctor, Aaron (Bill Hader), starts with 
an awkward one-nighter that brings up the 
ickiest of feelings for Amy ... genuine love. 
But for someone who was taught at a young 
age that monogamy was a joke, how will Amy 
deal with these new feelings?

We’ve had one over-the-top laugh-out-
loud comedy this summer with Melissa Mc-
Carthy’s Spy, so it’s a real treat to have a 
second that delivers hard on the laughs but 
keeps the situation more grounded in reality. 
Schumer’s screenplay lays on the laughs, 
and manages to interject the drama courtesy 
of her ailing father (Colin Quinn) and distant 
sister (Brie Larson), while delving deep into 
what Amy is running from without getting too 
sappy. There is the requisite third act drama 
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(death, breakup, family at odds, soul search-
ing) that could completely derail the film, but 
the final scene has one of the best comedy 
payoffs ever. Even the obligatory over-long 
Judd Apatow production doesn’t actually feel 
as long as it is, and that’s a real compliment.

Schumer does a great job at playing a 
version of herself, and if you’ve seen her 
show, you’ve probably seen many facets 
of this character portrayed in many of the 
sketches. But she also manages to sell the 

character Amy’s lon-
liness and sorrow, 
giving her a little 
more depth and di-
mension than you’d 
expect. The ques-
tion is, how long can 
Schumer keep play-
ing this character 
before she falls into 
the same rut Melissa 
McCarthy had fallen 
in to prior to Spy?

Schumer gets 
terrific support from 
Bill Hader, who 
even himself never 
thought he’d be a ro-
mantic lead in a film, 
but his everyman de-

meanor makes him the perfect choice for the 
role. Also great are Larson, Quinn, Dave Attell 
and Tilda Swinton, whom I didn’t even recog-
nize, as Amy’s ice queen editor. The film is 
also peppered with many familiar faces (it’s 
good to have Judd Apatow on your side, ap-
parently) including Randall Park, Ezra Miller 
(soon to be the big screen The Flash), Mike 
Birbiglia, Method Man, Matthew Broderick, 
Marv Albert, Chris Evert, Amar’e Stoudemire, 
Tim Meadows and “SNL” cast members 
Vanessa Bayer, Pete Davidson, and Leslie 
Jones. Daniel Radcliffe and Marisa Tomei 
also show up as actors in a pretentious, artsy 
movie-within-the-movie about dog walker.

But some supporting actors deserve very 
special mention. First, Norman Lloyd appears 
as a resident at the nursing home where 
Amy’s dad is living. you may not know the 
name, but Lloyd has been around practically 
forever (his most famous role was on the TV 
series St. elsewhere from 1982 to 1988) and, 
get this, celebrated his 100th birthday while 
making this movie! He’s as feisty as ever and 
he even has another movie in the can. you 
go, Norman freaking Lloyd!

Two sports stars also turn in terrific per-
formances. LeBron James is a natural at 
playing a penny-pinching, downton abbey 
watching version of himself, with skilled co-
median Hader actually acting has his straight 

Amy Schumer’s Trainwreck is No Trainwreck
man. Athletes aren’t generally the most natu-
ral of actors, but James is a joy every time 
he’s on screen. And really hitting for the fenc-
es and going for the laughs is John Cena, 
wrestler and action-movie star. Cena, who 
is only briefly in the first part of the film as 
Amy’s “steady” boyfriend, delivers some 
of the funniest, bizarre lines of the entire 
movie. From his attempts to talk dirty to 
Amy during sex to his verbal sparring with 
a patron of a movie theater, Cena appar-

ently ad-libbed some of the funniest stuff 
that made it into the movie. And the guy 
deserves credit for 1) coming up with lines 
that makes his character vaguely gay and 
2) appearing fully in the buff with only a 
dangling towel for coverage. That alone 
should sell some tickets.

If you’re in the mood for a raunchy 
comedy about pitfalls and benefits of rela-
tionships, then this is one trainwreck you 
won’t want to pull your eyes away from. t

no carnage 
in sight
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By Steve Charing
It might be seen as a miracle, but the cozy 
Spotlighters Theatre has been transformed 
into a spacious Baltimore concert hall where 
screaming fans of the five-member Christian 
boy band Altar Boyz stomp, clap, and cheer 
at the band’s final concert of their Raise the 

Praise tour. Well, maybe not exactly, but the 
performances from the band themselves 
spew enough energy and talent to fill any 
venue, and it clearly works well at Spotlight-
ers.

altar boyz, with music and lyrics by Gary 
Adler and Michael Patrick Walker and book 
by Kevin Del Aguila, spoofs Christian dogma 
and its Christian-themed music as well as 
boy bands’ popularity without a heavy touch 
and keeps you laughing with the satirical, 
clever lyrics contained in the songs. 

The fictional concert customizes its ma-
terial to relate to Baltimore (or wherever 
the musical runs) whereby the boyz from 
Ohio passionately deliver the messages of 
Christianity, try to save the burdened souls 
of the audience, and confront (or confess) 
their own vulnerabilities. Though gimmicky, 
a device called the Soul Sensor (monitors 
above the stage) is used to count down the 
number of burdened souls remaining in the 
audience with the expressed goal of reduc-
ing the number to zero.

altar boyz’ music spreads across the 
spectrum of classic rock, hip-hop, a bit of 
Latin, and ballads. Adler and Walker’s lyrics 
contain an abundance of puns, jokes, and 
clever clichés, poking fun at organized reli-
gion but not in a heavy-handed manner. 

Musical Director Michael Tan and his 
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four-piece band do an excellent job in back-
ing up the “boyz” but the performers – Dar-
nell Davis, Griffin DeLisle, Garrett Zink, Matt 
Wetzel, and Andrew Worthington – steal the 
show.

Under the crisp direction of Jillian Bau-
ersfeld and the outstanding choreography 

by José Teneza, the group delivers the co-
medic punch lines, dancing, and vocals that 
will keep you praying for the concert, with a 
revival feel, to last longer than its 95 min-
utes.

Each member of the Boyz incorporates 
the moves and rhythm of boy bands of yore 
like Backstreet Boys and *NSync to satirical 
precision. Many of the numbers require this 
type of choreography, and the hardworking 
group delivers with solid cohesiveness and 
strength. 

Their message of unity that “there is no 
star as bright as its constellation, no harmo-
ny in a single voice” applies to the vocals. 
Each member has a turn in the spotlight and 
they do a creditable job. There were some 
notable solo performances but they are 
much stronger collectively.

Songs, such as the opening “We Are the 
Alter Boyz,” “Rhythm in Me,” “The Calling,” 
and “Confession Stories” are examples of 
cleverly written lyrics and compelling perfor-
mances.

The guys’ Biblical names – Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, Juan (John), and Abraham (a 
Jew) – set the tone for the show. But why 
would a Jewish fellow be part of a Chris-
tian boy band? you will have to come to the 
show to find out. All the boyz have unique 
stories like his that add to the charm of the 

Higher Praise for Altar Boyz at Spotlighters
production.

Darnell Davis plays the group’s front 
man Matthew. Rather soft-spoken and an 
excellent dancer, Mr. Davis, who reveals 
his taut, defined arms in a sleeveless shirt, 
croons a sweet ballad, “Something About 
you” to an audience volunteer who sits on 
stage. 

Every boy band has a member with an 
angelic face, and Griffin DeLisle, donned in 
snug red jeans, performs nicely as the sen-
sitive Mark. He makes oblique references 
to his sexuality mainly through his ador-
ing eyes towards Matthew but being in the 
Christian band, it has its limits. 

My favorite song in altar boyz is “Epiph-
any.” Here Mark comes out of the cloisters to 
proclaim his identity with pride; he assures 
the audience that, um, Catholics, are every-
where. 

As Luke, Garrett Zink showcases his tal-
ents both vocally and in his dance moves. 
He’s the band’s “bad boy” with a hip-hop 
vibe who had been in “recuperation” from 
– “exhaustion.” He shines in the number 
“Body, Mind, and Soul.”

Juan, a comedic character played with 
flair by Matt Wetzel is the group’s woman-
izer, the “Iglesias” of the band. He performs 
well as a lead in the up-tempo Latin piece 
“La Vida Eternal.”

Then there’s Abraham, played by vet-
eran actor and director Andrew Worthington. 
Wearing a t-shirt that says “Jesus Saves…
Moses Invests” Mr. Worthington adds much 
humor as the ironic Jewish guy in the band. 
His performance in “Everybody Fits” is pol-
ished.

Finally, Michael Galizia was the Voice of 
G.O.D. in a brief moment. Who better than 
he?

Fuzz Roark does an exceptional job with 
the lighting design to maintain the concert 
atmosphere. Laura Nicholson’s contem-
porary costumes are on point, and Alan 
Zemla’s simple set consisting of a starburst 
design on the floor and stars adorning the 
pillars add a nice touch.

The Spotlighters Theatre completes its 
53rd season with altar boyz. yes, there are 
more clichés and stereotypes in the show 
than can fill a collection basket, but the won-
derful, energetic performances in this fun-
filled show make it a worthwhile visit even if 
you’re not a true believer. t

altar boyz (90 minutes with no intermis-
sion) runs through august 2 at the audrey 
Herman Spotlighters theatre, 817 St. Paul 
Street, baltimore. tickets may be purchased 
by calling 410-752-1225 or online at Spot-
lighters.org. 

enough to melt a priest’s heart
credit:   Chris Aldridge / CMAldridgePhotography

for. I’ve played around with the idea. I’m just 
going to have to wait and see how it works 
out in terms of what happens with my album 
coming out and touring and being busy with 
that. That’s going to come first. But I would 
definitely like to act. I was in all the musicals 
in high school and I really enjoyed that. I love 
making music videos. I’m a very visual person. 
I love a good aesthetic and I love being a part 
of that whole thing. That’s what’s so cool about 
doing what I do. Adding the visual element to 
the music is one of my favorite things. It’s a 
great time for that now with youTube being so 
important for the music industry.

gS: Do you think you might have a 
Broadway musical in you or if you were 
offered the chance to be in one that you 
would do it?

Sg: I would definitely consider it. It wouldn’t 
be the first thing that would come to my mind 
or specifically seek out. I’m not sure that I 
would write a musical. I’m more likely to make 
an album or write a screenplay. For some rea-
son, musicals don’t necessarily speak to me 
more than a regular film or play. t

interview with Singer 
Steve granD

– continued from page 20
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By gregg ShaPirO
The eponymous 2011 album by Arthur’s 
Landing was a cause of celebration. A mu-
sical collective whose members had previ-
ously performed with the late gay musical 
mastermind Arthur Russell, Arthur’s Land-
ing joined the chorus of others who made 
efforts to keep Russell’s music 
and memory alive. Four years 
later, Arthur’s Landing returns with 
the double CD remix disc Sec-
ond thoughts (Buddhist Army). 
It’s hard to imagine what Russell, 
whose contributions to dance mu-
sic can still be felt today (just ask 
gay rapper Cazwell, who sampled 
Russell’s Loose Joints track “Is It 
All Over My Face?”), would think 
about the current state of remixing 
or the use of the word remix, for 
that matter. Still, it is eye (and ear) 
opening to hear the Cooked Audio 
mix of “It’s a Boy,” the Alkalino mix 
of “Tell you Today,” the Standard Planets 
mix of “Dumbo Dumbo,” and the Virgin Mag-
netic mix of “Change My Life,” and the way 
they make Russell more relevant than ever.

Like Arthur Russell, Jobriath was a musi-
cian far ahead of his time, and one that we 
lost too soon, when he died of AIDS compli-
cations in 1983. As groundbreaking an art-
ist as Russell, Jobriath was an openly and 
unapologetically gay performer, marketed 
by Elektra Records in the early 1970s as 
American glam rock’s answer to David Bow-
ie. Walking the walk and talking the talk in 
equal measure, Jobriath failed to catch on 
as hoped and was soon set adrift. Over the 
years, he’s been rediscovered by a variety 
of musicians (hello, Morrissey) and a range 
of hipsters and finally got some of his due 
belatedly. The attractively packaged DVD / 
LP set Jobriath a.d. – a rock ‘n’ roll Fairy 
tale + Popstar: the lost musical (Factory 
25) combines Kieran Turner’s well-received 
doc about Jobriath (including a wealth of 
bonus features) with the clear vinyl album 
containing the previously unreleased songs 
(and Jobriath’s commentary) from Popstar, 
his “lost musical.”

Pianist Elizabeth Joy Roe pays hom-
age to Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) and 
Samuel Barber (1910-1981), two of the 
greatest queer composers of the 20th cen-
tury, on britten · barber | Piano concertos 
· Nocturnes (Decca), along with the London 
Symphony Orchestra under the direction of 
Emil Tabakov. The 1945 revised version of 
Britten’s “Piano Concerto, Op. 13” and Bar-
ber’s “Piano Concerto, Op. 38” are marvel-
ous choices for Roe, as are Barber’s “Noc-
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turne for Piano (Homage to John Field), Op. 
33” and Britten’s “Night Piece (Nocturno).” 
Roe’s sensitive and insightful liner notes are 
also required reading.

Leave it to a couple of gay men, play-
wright and filmmaker Craig Lucas and direc-
tor/choreographer Christopher Wheeldon, 

to bring the be-
loved, Oscar-
winning movie 
musical an 
american in Par-
is to the Broad-
way stage. In 
fact, Wheeldon 
even scored a 
2015 Tony Award 
for his choreog-
raphy. Seriously, 
how can you go 
wrong with the 
original Broad-
way cast record-

ing of an american in Paris: a New musical 
(Masterworks Broadway), containing more 
than dozen tunes by George Gershwin and 
Ira Gershwin?

The field of prolific (sorry Frank Ocean) 
and good gay rappers is so small that it’s 
easy to be fans of both Cazwell and So-
Called, without any of that East Coast/West 
Coast competitive hype that troubled main-
stream rap. Since the release of his brilliant 
debut the Socalled Seder 10 years ago, 
gay, Canadian, Jewish rapper SoCalled 
(aka Josh Dolgin) has been expanding his 
musical palette and continues to do so on 
Peoplewatching (Dare To Care). Still a word-
play wizard, as you can hear on “Dreamin’” 
and “Everyone Else Must Fail,” SoCalled 
also plays well with others and gives them 
voice on tracks such as “Boyfriend Material” 
(featuring Jordanna Singer and Narcy) and 
“Never See you Again” (featuring Pierre Per-
all, Fred Wesley, Rich Ly and Mike Dubue). 
But SoCalled’s brushstrokes also include 
the Tin Pin Alley meets Brill Building of “Fire 
on Hutchison Street” and the bonus track 
Moe Koffman’s dance number “Curried Soul 
2.0.” 

When Soak (a.k.a. Bridie Monds-Wat-
son), a queer, Irish singer/songwriter at the 
end of her teen years sings “A teenage heart 
/ is an unguided dart / We’re trying hard / to 
make something of what we are” on “B A No-
body,” she knows what she’s talking about. 
Her debut album before We Forgot How to 
dream (Rough Trade) wears its Tegan and 
Sara influences on its tattoo-sleeve. That’s 
not a bad point of reference, especially 
since Soak takes that inspiration and runs 

Pride Playlist for the Whole Year
with it on songs such as “Blud” and “Gar-
den.” However, Soak has her own unique 
voice, like Courtney Barnett, and drenches 
listeners with it on “Sea Creatures,” “Hail-
stones Don’t Hurt,” “Shuvels” (sic), and the 
instrumental interludes such as “A Dream to 
Fly” and “If Everyone is Someone – No One 
is Everyone.” 

If you didn’t know better, you might think 
you were listening to Tony Award-winner 
Alan Cumming singing on the campy and 
theatrical “Sunset Blvd,” the title track of 
Promis & Matthews’ concept album Sunset 
blvd (Stroboscopic / JFPMusic), but you’d 
be wrong. you’re actually listening to openly 
gay, Chilean-born singer/songwriter Jose 
Promis, who has once again teamed up 
with music legend Ian Matthews (ex-Fairport 
Convention, the solo singles “Shake It” and 
“Gimme an Inch”). Promis & Matthews cover 
Amanda Lear’s “The Sphinx” with compel-
ling results. Of the remaining original selec-
tions, the glammy “Stars Are Ageless,” “The 
Last Pop Star,” “Leave It All Behind,” and 
“Nobody Ever Leaves a Star,” shine brightly. 

Legendary lesbian guitarist Debbie 
Smith (Curve, Echobelly, and others) is 

back with her new band, the all-female trio 
Blindness, and its debut album Wrapped 
in Plastic (Saint Marie). Standout tracks in-
clude “No One Counts,” “Sunday Morning,” 
“Confessions,” and “Deserving.” It’s fitting 
that Honeybird (aka Monique Mizrahi) iden-
tifies as bisexual on her album out comes 
Woman (Facebook.com/honeybirdmusic). 
Like the impossible to pin down community 
with which she identifies, Honeybird’s mu-
sic is difficult to label. An amalgam of musi-
cal influences, ranging from punk to jazz to 
tropical and beyond, out comes Woman is 
at turns challenging and rewarding. 

Out musician Derek Bishop goes for a 
retro-disco vibe (read: real musicians, in-
cluding Pansy Division drummer Luis Il-
lades) on his second album bicycling in 
Quicksand (derekbishop.net). Bishop’s got 
the beat on “Turn Around,” “Shutting Down,” 
and “Baggage.” There is also a new-wavy 
influence on songs such as “Automatic,” 
“Number Ten” and “Taffy.” The new wave 
also washes over meanwhile back on earth 
(Planetalphanaut.com), the satisfying third 
album by queer artist Alphanaut (aka Mark 
Alan). Out of this world tracks include “No 
One’s Normal,” “The Catalyst,” “Is This My 
Country?,” “Father’s Day,” and the Prefab 
Sprout-ish “Electricity.” t
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by the William G. Baker, Jr. Memorial Fund 
and the Baltimore Cultural Alliance. yoshi 
is also very proud to have been selected 
to exhibit his work at the American Craft 
Council Show in Baltimore for the past four 
years and is already looking forward to the 
2016 show that will fill the Baltimore Con-

vention Center on February 
19 to 21, 2016. 

When asked what he 
likes to do for fun, yoshi 
relied that, “Although he en-
joys hanging out with friends 
in Mt. Vernon, he is very for-
tunate because his hobby is 
his job.” He enjoys teaching 
at Clayworks, working on 
his ceramic pieces, and oc-
casionally working with other 
artists. “Art is all about having 
fun,” yoshi says. His students 
range in age for three years 
old to retirees. “Ceramics is 
not easy,” he adds. “Each 
step in the process can take a 
day, but the creative process 
can be very relaxing and re-
warding.” This fall Baltimore 
Clayworks will celebrate 35 
years in Baltimore with a 35th 
anniversary show from Sep-

tember 5 to October 3, and an opening recep-
tion on Friday, September 4 from 6 to 8 p.m. 
The reception is free and open to the public. 
Stop in and meet yoshi Fujii. you may discover 
that you are an artist, too. t

By rODney BUrger 
The city of Baltimore has a thriving arts 
scene and is attracting artist not just from 
all over the country, but from all over the 
world. One of them is ceramic artist yoshi 
Fujii. Born and raised in the city of Fu-
kuoka, Japan, yoshi first visited the U.S. 
when a high school field trip took him to 
Texas when he was 16. He immediately 
fell in love with American culture and knew 
that he wanted to live here. When he was 
18 and graduated from high school, he al-
ready had his plane ticket. 

yoshi landed in Mississippi where he 
earned a B.A. in foreign language and a 
B.A. in anthropology from the University of 
Southern Mississippi in 2000. While in col-
lege he wanted to take an elective class 
just for fun. He selected a pottery class 
and discovered that he not only enjoyed 
the creative process of making ceramics, 
but that he was also really good at it! He 
received a B.F.A. in sculpture with an em-
phasis in ceramics and an M.A.T.L. in Eng-
lish as a second language in 2002. He con-
tinued his education at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale where he earned a 
M.F.A. in ceramics in 2008. After gradua-
tion he applied for residency at Baltimore 
Clayworks (5707 Smith Avenue in the Mt. 
Washington area of Baltimore). He got the 
job and moved to 
Baltimore. 

yoshi has flour-
ished as an artist 
since he arrived in 
“Charm City.” His 
beautiful ceramic 
pieces, usually in his 
signature jade green 
color, have been 
seen at the Balti-
more Museum of Art 
and the Walters Art 
Museum. In 2010 he 
received the Mary 
E. Nyburg Fund for 
Artist Development 
from Baltimore Clay-
works and used the 
grant for a ten-week 
residency at Tainan 
National University 
in Taiwan. In 2012 
he was a Baker Art-
ist Award grant winner and is nominated 
again this year for this award that “recog-
nizes artist of all disciplines who live and 
work in Baltimore City and its five sur-
rounding counties” and was established 

LiveLy artS // LET’S MEET AND GREET 

Meet Yoshi Fujii

SEP 29–OCT 4 • HIPPODROME THEATRE
ON SALE SUNDAY AT 10AM

BaltimoreHippodrome.com • 800.982.ARTS
Groups 10+ Save! Call 443.703.2401
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WINNER!

yoshi Fujii

Ceramic pieces, in his signature 
jade green color
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and prices in the retail market are soaring 
as a result. 

The Pyrex brand turned 100 this year 
and it got its start not in the kitchen but 
as a glass used for railroad lanterns and 

lab equipment. 
Manufactured by 
Corning Glass 
Works, the origi-
nal name for 
the glass was 
Nonex. Accord-
ing to the Corn-
ing Museum of 
Glass web-
site, Bessie 
Littleton, an 
en te rp r i s -
ing home-
maker and 

wife of a Corning scientist, used a 
Nonex battery jar to bake a sponge-
cake. And what a perfect sponge-
cake it was! Corning executives 
decided to seize upon a growing 
home economics interest in the 
country and produce and market 
their glass to consumers. Soon 
clear glass Pyrex was a must-have up in 
every home. 

Fast forward to 1936, when Corning 
Glass Works merged with MacBeth Evans 
Glass Company, producers of an opal-
glass tableware. Enter the Pyrex kitchen-
ware we know today. One of the early items 
was the iconic “pri-
mary colors” mixing 
bowls. A 1946 ladies 
Home Journal ad on 
the museum’s web-
site touts them as 
boasting “the colors 
of spring” at a cost of 
$2.50 for the set of 4. 
Today, this set would 
run well over $100 in 
good condition. 

According to Py-
rexlove.com there 
are more than 150 
patterns of Pyrex, in-
cluding promotional 
pieces. My personal 
favorite is “Bal-
loons,” with its whim-
sical sketches of turn 
of the century flying 
machines.

Look for bright, 
glossy colors with 

By riCK arOnhaLt 
I have a thing for Pyrex. Not the new stuff 
you can buy in the stores today with those 
sad plastic lids. I’m talking old school 40s, 
50s, and 60s mixing bowls, refrigerator 
sets, and casseroles in 
vivid colors and crazy 
patterns. These vintage 
pieces brighten your 
cupboards and put your 
guests on notice that the 
meal they are about to 
receive will stick to their 
ribs. And may contain 
lard. 

I love to cook with 
Pyrex. And when I do, I 
wax nostalgic and imag-
ine myself in a gay ver-
sion of a 1960s nuclear 
family, where I impress my husband and 
2.4 children with my renditions of Coq au 
Vin, Chicken Tetrazzini, and Frankfurter 
Goulash. 

Crazy fantasies aside, the great thing 
about Pyrex is that it’s beautiful and 
smartly designed. Many of the pieces were 

made to go from the oven to the table to 
the freezer. The mixing bowls stack neatly 
to conserve space and the refrigerator sets 
are designed to form a stackable square 
with all of the pieces locked in place. And 
the Cinderella mixing bowls have pouring 
spouts that double as handles. Bravo.

They don’t make stuff like this anymore, 
which is why vintage Pyrex has been gain-
ing in popularity over the past few years. 
Pieces in good shape are harder to find 
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My Pyrex Fetish minimal scratching when 
collecting. Take a flashlight 
with you when you are on the 
hunt to illuminate scratches 
on the colored Pyrex pieces. 
A few scratches here and 
there on a 60-year-old piece 
is okay, but make sure you 
develop your own threshold 
for what’s acceptable and 
don’t buy anything below 
that standard unless you 
want a few beater pieces for 
heavy kitchen work. 

Glass lids should have 
minimal damage. I avoid 
large chips but allow for a 
few smaller chips or flea-
bites as those of us in the 

business like to call 
them. 

you can still 
score Pyrex for good 
prices at flea mar-
kets, yard sales, and 
estate sales. Thrift 
stores are also a 
good source for Pyrex 
and, of course, antique 
stores for when you 
need to fill in your col-
lection with hard-to-find 
pieces. 
The first rule for clean-

ing Pyrex is this: Don’t put Pyrex in the 
dishwasher. Period. Not even once. If you 
do, you’ll begin to strip away its youthful 
sheen and it’ll begin to look like you on a 
Sunday morning walk of shame. Also avoid 

steel wool, Comet, 
and any other harsh 
abrasives. A good 
20-minute soak-
ing with hot water 
and dish detergent 
is usually all you 
need. If you have a 
serious burn or have 
found a thrift store 
piece that is beyond 
the soap and water 
method, you might 
have some luck with 
a Mr. Clean Magic 
Eraser or Bar Keep-
er’s Friend. Keep 
in mind that both of 
these products are 
abrasive, so you 
run a serious risk of 
wearing through a 
pattern or color. Py-
rexlove.com has an 

Feel the love: Pyrex 
Primary Colors mixing 
bowl set

extensive set of care and cleaning instruc-
tions; visit the site to find out what you can 
and cannot do. 

Also, remember that you are dealing 
with glassware that expands and contracts 
with temperature changes. Don’t pull hot 
Pyrex from the oven and place it in a wet 
sink or cold or wet countertop. It could ex-
plode and ruin your tuna noodle casserole. 

This is the first of what I hope to be 
many columns for baltimore outloud. 
Watch this space for home décor and col-
lecting advice. Have something you want 
me to cover, send me an e-mail at info@
retrofurn.com. t

rick aronhalt is a writer and owner of 
retrorurn, a mid-century modern furniture 
and home décor store in Hampden. He 
may be reached at info@retrofurn.com

“I love to cook with 
Pyrex. And when I do, 

I wax nostalgic and 
imagine myself in a 

gay version of a 1960s 
nuclear family, where 
I impress my husband 
and 2.4 children with 

my renditions of 
Coq au Vin, Chicken 

Tetrazzini, and 
Frankfurter Goulash.”
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had a house white wine ($6), while Nick 
had a hot sake ($8). There were other bev-
erage options available, such as Japanese 
beers and other Sake options. Our meals 
were served in large bowls. At first glance, 
Nick’s choice of meal, with the Tonkatsu 
broth looked much more plentiful than my 
bowl with the dressing. However, we both 
enjoyed our meals. I’d say the scallion 
ginger sauce was quite mild, with only a 
hint of flavor, but the portion size was defi-
nitely proportionate to the cost. Along with 
the cold white wine, the ramen selections 
I made were a perfect complement. Nick 
also enjoyed his selection, the broth added 
more taste to his meal overall.

Besides the “Create your Own” selec-
tions, there are a few other selections on 
the limited menu. There are some appetiz-
ers such as Satay ($8), with a choice of 
chicken or pork, Roti Canai ($4.50) Ma-
laysian-style roti served with curried lentil 
sauce, and even Mac & Cheese Ramen 

Dog ($5), beef 
hot dog wrapped 
in ramen with a 
cheese sauce and 
tempura, served 
with apricot wasa-
bi mustard. Other 
selections include 
Coconut Rice 
Bowls, including 
Curry Beef Renda-
ng ($15), Eggplant 
Katsu Sambal ($8), 
served with sliced 
cucumber and 
miso egg, and also 
the staple meal of 
Chicken Teriyaki 
($9), served with 
zucchini & yellow 
squash.

Ejji is situated 
at the rear of the 
Market, behind 
Atwater’s. Dining 
there can either be 

done at the counter, at the indoor tables, 
or outside. The Vong-Lee family have been 
in the restaurant business in the Baltimore 
area for 40 years, with success in restau-
rants including the Chocolatea Cafe. With 
Ejji, they were looking to get back to ba-
sics with a ramen restaurant. As their web-
site states, “Back-to-basics doesn’t mean 
boring.” I found those working behind the 
counter to be quite welcoming and willing 
to answer any questions, going out of their 
way to make our meal a good dining ex-
perience. If you are in the area, definitely 
consider giving Ejji Ramen a try. you won’t 
regret it! t

Ejji Ramen
529 east belvedere avenue, baltimore
ejjiramen.com

By riCharD Finger
I had written about a previous visit to the 
Belvedere Square Market several issues 
ago. I’d always wanted to return to sample 
Ejji Ramen. After all, it was a really nice 
evening, and sitting outside for dinner 
seemed appropriate and appealing after 
being indoors all day at the office. Many 
tables were full, but we did manage to 
score some seating at a shaded table. We 
were in luck!

When perus-
ing the menu I was 
quickly drawn to the 
“Be Ejji” selections, 
which allows you 
to create your own 
meal; with selec-
tions of one broth 
or dressing, one 
noodle or rice, two 
toppings, and one 
sauce. Prices vary 
according to selec-
tions. For options, 
choices are Tonkat-
su ($10), Miso Corn 
($9), or Laksa Cur-
ry Seafood ($11). 
The dressing op-
tions are Miso Gin-
ger ($9), Peanut 
($9), or Teriyaki 
($9). The noodle 
selections consists 
of Thin Ramen, 
Thick Wavy Ramen, Rice Noodles, Vege-
table Noodles, or Coconut Rice. There are 
many toppings: spinach, bamboo shoots, 
bean sprouts, snow peas, corn, kimchi, 
enoki mushrooms, fried tofu, fresh tofu, 
poached egg, miso egg, pulled pork, pork 
belly, tempura shrimp, and grilled chicken 
thigh. finally, the sauce options are scal-
lion ginger, black sesame, yuzu soy, pick-
led shisito, green sambal, and red sambal. 

I selected the miso ginger, thin ramen, 
bean sprouts, grilled chicken, with scallion 
ginger sauce, while Nick had the Tonkat-
su, Thick Way Ramen, snow peas, pulled 
pork, and black sesame. For beverages, I 

Dining OUt

Finger’s
Food

will make ‘ramen’ 
your mantra



BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD  JULy 24, 2015  •  baltimoreoutloud.com  t  31 



32 t  BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD    JULy 24, 2015 •  baltimoreoutloud.com

and remind her what’s 
considered acceptable 
attire in the corporate 
workplace. 

Unfortunately, that 
isn’t the only example 
I’ve come across. I’ve 
seen men wearing tank 
tops in an office where 
shirts and ties are the 
norm. Open-toed shoes, 
or sandals, are often 
considered a tripping 
hazard, and can be es-
pecially dangerous in a 
manufacturing setting. 
To avoid these uncom-
fortable situations, best 
practice is to develop 
and publicize a clear 
dress code. I’m sure there are generational 
differences in interpretations of what com-
prises the outer limits of “business casual,” 
so best not to leave anything to chance.

Another good idea is to train super-
visors on the policy, but also how to ap-
proach an employee who has violated 
the dress code. I strongly suggest adding 
language in the dress code that includes 
“clean clothes,” or something to that ef-

Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger

It’s the dog days of summer. Ofttimes in 
the workplace, employees relax the rules 
of business-casual attire and opt for some-
thing cooler. Taken to an extreme, this can 
be problematic. I recall about ten years 
ago, while working for a very traditional 
pharmaceutical firm, one of our execu-
tive’s daughter started an internship. One 
hot day, she chose to wear flip-flops, short 
shorts, and a tube top! She was a very 
attractive young lady, and I’m sure there 
were many employees happy to see her 
this way, but for the setting of our office, 
it was completely inappropriate. I had to 
tell her to go home and change her clothes 

To Wear Or 
Not to Wear

yOUr MOney

fect. I did have a situa-
tion with a mother-and-
daughter combo, both 
working in a closed-off 
account services area. 
Their clothes reeked, 
and I had many em-
ployees working nearby 
that complained to me 
and the supervisor. It 
was one of the most un-
comfortable discussions 
I’ve had in my career, 
and along with the su-
pervisor, we attempted 
to handle it with dignity 
and grace. 

Another consider-
ation is to determine 
the consequences of 

the dress-code violation. If the employee 
is an hourly, or non-exempt, employee, it 
is completely lawful to dock pay if the em-
ployee is sent home to change. If there’s a 
first infraction, the company can decide if 
pay should be docked or not. Dress-code 
violations come in different forms. It may 
not only be a case of too little attire, or dirty 
clothing. In the news, there are always 
cases concerning t-shirts with political or 

religious themes. The company dress code 
should also address this, as clearly as pos-
sible. 

Lastly, make sure that all violations of 
dress code are well-documented. In the 
event you are dealing with a repeat of-
fender or someone who grossly violates 

the policy, you will want to follow the usual 
disciplinary path taken for other policy vio-
lations. Remember the rule of thumb is to 
apply the dress code to all employees, no 
matter what age, sex, or other demograph-
ic. Of course some employees will not like 
the dress code, but be sure to explain the 
reason for its existence, and you will be on 
solid footing. t

“One hot day, she chose 
to wear flip-flops, short 
shorts, and a tube top!”
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By wOODy DerriCKS
When considering Social Security income 
(SSI), most people think it best to take the 
income as soon as they are able. In most 
cases, this would be starting their income 
at age 62. While this strategy works for 
some, there are some other options to con-
sider.

you can begin receiving individual 
Social Security benefits anytime between 
ages 62 and 70. your benefit amount will 
differ, however, based on your full-retire-
ment age. This is based on your year of 
birth and ranges from age 66 for those 
born in 1948 to age 67 for those born in 
1960 or later.

The maximum benefit depends on the 
age you retire. According to the Social Se-
curity Administration’s website (Ssa.gov), 
if you retire at full-retirement age in 2015, 
your maximum benefit would be $31,956 
per year. However, if you retire at age 62 
in 2015, your maximum benefit would be 
$24,300. If you retire at age 70 in 2015, 
your maximum benefit would be $42,012.

taking SSi at 62 – If you are eligible 
for Social Security retirement benefits, you 
might be able to take income at the earliest 
age of 62. This will, however, permanently 
reduce the amount of income you could 
receive. Those who have family history of 
shorter life spans and those who need the 
money as soon as possible may want to 
elect this option.

Starting your benefits early means any 
time between age 62 and your full-retire-
ment age. The early retirement reduction 
at age 62 ranges from 20% to 30% and 
is based on your birth year. For example, 

let’s say you were born in 1950, qualify 
for a monthly benefit of $1,000 at age 66 
(your full-retirement age), and chose to 
begin receiving benefits at age 62. you 
would receive only $750, due to a 25% 
reduction.

Be careful. 

If you choose to work while receiving 
Social Security benefits before your nor-
mal retirement age, your benefits could be 
reduced $1 for every $2 you earn over the 
annual limit ($15,720 in 2015). In the year 
you reach full-retirement age, the benefit 
is reduced $1 for every $3 you earn over 
a higher limit ($41,880 in 2015). However, 
after you reach full-retirement age, the 
benefits will continue in full regardless of 
how much income you earn. Those SSI 
benefits, however, may be taxable to you 
based on your total level of income.

waiting to normal retirement age or 
later – Depending on your birth year, your 
normal retirement age will likely be be-
tween 66 and 67. The longer you wait, the 
greater the increase you will see in your 
SSI. Someone born in 1943 or later will 
see his/her benefit increased by 8% for 
each full year benefits are delayed after 
reaching full-retirement age. That increase 
will continue until you reach age 70. 

For those who have family history of 
longer life spans and those who are more 
financially sound, waiting to your normal 
retirement age or until age 70 may make 
the most sense.

File and Suspend – There’s another 
option called file and suspend. With this 
strategy, you would wait until full-retire-
ment age and notify the Social Security 
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Social Security Income Administration that you would like to delay 
receiving your benefit. Doing so provides 
you with a few options:

• Start receiving your benefits at a later 
date at the amount payable based on your 
age and credited earnings.

• you may elect to receive a payment 
at a later date of all income that you would 
have received at your full-retirement age. 
For example, if you were due $35,000 per 
year based on your full-retirement age, but 
opted to file and suspend your benefits, you 
could opt for a payment of $105,000 in three 
years plus you’d be able to start your SSI at 
the full-retirement level of $35,000 per year. 
This would be helpful if you had an unex-
pected need for those past payments.

• By filing and suspending your benefit, 
your spouse can begin receiving spousal 
benefits assuming s/he is age 62 or older. 
Those benefits are normally about half of 
your full-retirement benefits and are paid at 
a reduced level between your spouse’s age 
62 and his/her full-retirement age. This al-
lows you and your spouse to begin receiving 
some SSI while you defer your payments, al-
lowing them to grow.

Doing nothing at your full-retirement 
age only delays receipt of your SSI bene-

fit; it doesn’t not provide you with the same 
options as the file and suspend option de-
scribed above.

Marriage – For those contemplating 
marriage, you should know that there are a 
few benefits available within Social Security 
for married couples. First, as described 
above, a spouse may receive up to 50% 
of the SSI of his/her spouse. That works 
great when there is a five-year age differ-
ence between spouses as one can elect to 
receive the spousal benefit at age 62 and 
upon reaching full-retirement age switch to 
their own full benefit. 

Second, there is a survivorship ben-
efit that pays a portion of the deceased 
spouse’s benefit to the survivor for the bal-
ance is his/her life. The survivor normally 
needs to be age 62 or older to begin re-
ceiving the survivorship benefit. Third, So-
cial Security may provide a spousal benefit 
in the event of a divorce. 

For more information on Social Secu-
rity benefits, visit Socialsecurity.gov/plan-
ners. t 

Woody derricks is a certified Financial 
Planner and accredited domestic Partner-
ship advisor. Visit him on the web at Part-
nershipwm.com.



34 t  BaLtiMOre OUtLOUD    JULy 24, 2015 •  baltimoreoutloud.com

reaL eState

By harvey O
Baltimore is a patchwork of communities 
made up of pockets of amazing neighbor-
hoods. These neighborhoods stand out for 
different reasons. Highlandtown and Lo-
cust Point are known for their strong work-
ing-class residents. Others are known for 
their proud ethnic heritage, like Little Italy 
and Greektown. Then you have the neigh-
borhoods with the big houses and expan-
sive lawns, like Homeland, Roland Park, 
and Guilford, while other neighborhoods 
are identified by their struggle to stay vi-
able, such as Sandtown-Winchester. But 
the majority of Baltimore’s neighborhoods 
are a mix of strong middle-class folks, liv-
ing in modest, well-maintained homes with 
modest, well-maintained yards. One such 
neighborhood of distinction is Original 
Northwood.

Original Northwood started in 1930 as 
Northwood when the development firm, 

the Roland Company, purchased the es-
tates of John W. Montebello, Enoch Pratt, 
John Work Garrett, and Arunah Shepherd-
son Abell. The neighborhood is bordered 
by Loch Raven Boulevard to the east, the 
Alameda to the south and west, and Cold-
spring Lane to the north. What started with 
22 initial purchases in the first year soon 
boasted 369 residences. The community 

consists of single-family, rowhome, and 
semi-detached houses. The style of homes 
and materials used varies across the de-
velopment. They use materials such as 
timber, stucco, wood siding, and brick. The 
styles include Cape Cod, Federal Revival, 
Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, Norman, 
and English Cottage to name a few. The 
variety of materials and styles gives the 
community the feel of one developed over 
time, but actually, Original Northwood has 
the distinction of being one of the nation’s 
first totally planned communities.

The Roland Park Company hired John 
Ahlers as the supervising architect of the 
110-acre project. In addition to design-
ing the majority of the homes, he was re-
sponsible for the master plan – the layout 

of the streets and locations of the homes 
and their groupings. He used curvilinear 
streets, paid close attention to the natural 
terrain, and retained as many of the mature 
oak and elm trees as possible. These ele-

ments are fea-
tures based on 
the Olmstedian 
principles, and 
are what gave 
the community 
its distinctive 
mature, organic 
feel. The Ro-
land Park Com-
pany developed 
Northwood with 
the middle-
class homebuy-
ers in mind, but 
gave it the same 
high standards 
of site planning, 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l 

design, and construction as their work at 
Guilford, Homeland, and Roland Park.

In 1998 Original Northwood was desig-
nated a Historic District. This designation 
means that any exterior changes need to 
be reviewed and approved by the Com-
mission for Historical and Architectural 
Preservation. Some may consider this an 
inconvenience but it is actually a guaran-

Pride in Our 
Neighborhoods

Slate roofs, moveable shutters, wood siding, oh my!

thoughtful planning then, leafy living now

By wayne CUrtiS
The big news in real estate this summer has 
very little to do with houses or land, nothing 
to do with interest rates or inventory. Up-
coming changes in the industry are about to 
come online that will have a huge impact on 
the way that the consumer is educated and 
informed by their lender, with the goal of a 
creating a less confusing transaction. By Oc-
tober of this year every document that we’ve 
been using in the financial part of the home 
buying transaction will be replaced with new, 
easy-to-read, and completely consistent doc-
uments.

Most of the current financial documents 
and disclosures that buyers see in the home-
buying process were first developed at least 
30 years ago. Although there were some ma-
jor revisions made five years ago in the after-
math of the housing crash, these documents 
were designed primarily for the convenience 
of the banks and title companies involved in 
the mortgage financing and closing process. 
They are not consistent, nor transparent, 
in the way they present crucial information 
about the home purchase. Clarity for the con-
sumer was not a priority.

The new Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau (CFPB), created three-and-a-
half years ago as part of the implementation 
of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act of 2010, quickly fo-
cused on this lack of clarity in the mortgage 
application and approval process, and on 

inconsistencies in practices between major 
lenders. It’s the CFPB’s job to regulate the 
financial industry, but by making the con-
sumer’s interests and protection its primary 
responsibility. Buying a home is the largest 
financial transaction most Americans will un-
dertake in their lives, and it’s where many 
people were victimized by unscrupulous ac-
tors in the boom years from 2002-6, and then 
again from a new crop of abuser in the bust 
years after 2007.

There are mixed opinions on whether 
or not these new documents will succeed in 
making this complicated transaction easier 
for the average buyer to understand. I happen 
to believe they will. But one thing everyone is 
agreed upon is that the new regulations that 
accompany these document changes have 
a good chance of prolonging any home pur-
chase that is financed through a lending insti-
tution. Our current ‘gold’ standard is a 30 day 
period from contract ratification to settlement. 
That’s going to be much harder after these 
reforms go into effect. Most settlements will 
require a minimum of 45 days, or six weeks. 
Buyers need to keep this change in mind 
as they think about the timing of their home 
search and purchase. Although you might 
not get into your new home as quickly as you 
thought, you may understand the transaction 
better than before. We’ll have to wait and see 
if the general public thinks there is value in 
that. t

Wayne curtis, an accredited buyer’s 
representative, has been a solo licensed re-
al-estate agent in maryland since 1998, and 
is a resident of baltimore city. this year he 
will surpass the $40 million mark in real-es-
tate sales. e-mail your questions to wayne@
charmcityrealestate.com.

Revising the 
Revisions

tee that the quality details that make these 
homes special will remain intact. Features 
like true divided light windows, all-wood 
storm doors, operable window shutters, 
slate roofs, and 
real wood siding 
and trim will be 
there for the next 
family to enjoy. 

These simple 
elements are 
missing from 
nearly all the 
houses that are 
built in commu-
nities today, and 
they are what 
make Original 
Northwood, and 
so many homes 
and neighbor-
hoods in Balti-

more, a reason to be proud of our history. 
The families that have chosen to live and 
maintain these homes are worthy of our 
appreciation. t

“John Ahlers used 
curvilinear streets, paid 

close attention to the 
natural terrain, and 

retained as many of the 
mature oak and elm 

trees as possible.”
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Pride Night at the Voy-
eur nightclub (1221 Saint 
James Street, Philadel-
phia). I had the honor of per-
forming in this show in 2013 
and it was a blast. The fun 
starts at 6 p.m. and tickets 
are available at the door. 

I know it may seem 
way too early to be think-
ing about Christmas events, 
but you will want to mark 
your calendar for these two. 
The ShipMates will present 
their annual Daddy Christ-
mas fundraiser on Friday, 
December 4, starting at 9 
p.m. at The Loft. (Please 
note that this year’s fund-
raiser is on the first Friday 
of December and not the 
traditional first Saturday. 
Friday night is leather night 
at The Loft.) Daddy Christ-
mas 2015 benefits Health 
Care for the Homeless. 
There are lots of surprises 
planned this year so put a 
big red circle around De-
cember 4th. Of course no 
holiday season in Baltimore 
is complete without the an-
nual “12 Days of Christmas” 

extravaganza which will be held on Saturday, 
December 12. Doors open at noon. This year’s 
show will benefit AIDS Action Baltimore, Hero 
Dogs- Service Dog Rescue, The IMsL Founda-
tion ( a history project), and The Lady Lisa Drag 
Stage at Baltimore Pride 2016. The producers 
are optimistic that the show will be held at Club 
Hippo. It would be a great way to ring down the 
curtain on this iconic club. If they need to have 
it someplace else, I will keep you posted – but 
the show will go on! 

I can highly recommend all of the above 
events because I have attended and thor-
oughly enjoyed them in the past. Here we are 
halfway through the year and I must confess 
that I have not been to as many functions this 
year as I would have liked. As a few of my 
friends know, Sir Steve and I have been tak-
ing care of Steve’s father who is 97 and has 
dementia. This keeps us home. I have been 
working in the yard and doing a lot of reading. 
In fact just the other day I was at one of those 
big book stores trying to find a new book. 
After looking around for a long time, I finally 
went up to a clerk. I said, “Excuse me. I am 
looking for this brand new book; it just came 
out. It is about men with small penises – but 
I can’t remember the title. He said, “I don’t 
think it’s in yet.” I said, “That’s it!” 

Make plans to enjoy the second half of 
the year. I can’t believe we are halfway into 
2015. t

times and not only will you enjoy the official 
events, you will have a great time in Dallas. 
Don’t miss the beer bust at the Hidden Door 
(5025 Bower Avenue). This friendly bar has 
been around for 36 years and is the Leon’s of 
Dallas with a wonderful outdoor deck. 

The deck at The Loft above Grand Cen-
tral will be the place to be on Friday, Septem-
ber 25, as the ShipMates host an evening of 
leather and cigars starting at 9 p.m. Plus the 
first 50 people will get a free cigar. Sounds 
like a smokin’ good time!

The weekend of October 16 to 18 is New 
Jersey Leather Weekend. The Empress 
Hotel (101 Asbury Avenue in Asbury Park, 
New Jersey) will be the host hotel for a fun 
weekend that includes workshops, parties, a 
puppy mosh, dancing, and the Mr. & Ms. New 
Jersey Leather 2016 Contest. you will have 
a great time and will be very impressed by 
how charming the city of Asbury Park, New 
Jersey, has become. 

After you meet Mr. New Jersey Leather 
2016, it will be time to see who is going to be 
the next Mr. Maryland Leather. COMMAND 
MC will present the Mr. Maryland Leather 
2016 Contest on the weekend of November 
6 to 8. The 26th Mr. Maryland Leather will be 
selected on Saturday, November 7, at Grand 
Central. Doors open at 1:30 p.m. 

For those readers in Pennsylvania, Satur-
day, November 7, is also Philadelphia Leather 

Halfway In
I cannot believe that the year is already half-
way over and it is time to start planning for 
those fall leather events. I have a lot of com-
ing events to tell you about. What will you 
remember most about 2015? Here are a few 
memorable suggestions. 

Have you been to the new D.C. Eagle 
(3701 Benning Road NE) yet? Well, what are 
you waiting for? Coming up soon at the D.C. 
Eagle on Wednesday, August 5 starting at 9 
p.m. is the Mid-Atlantic Kennel Korps (MMK) 
monthly social for pups, handlers, and those 
interested in puppy play. On Thursday, Au-
gust 13, the Highwaymen TNT will be hosting 
a hot jockstrap contest and on Friday, August 
14, the ShipMates Club of Baltimore and the 
Centaurs MC will be holding a joint bar night. 
Check out Dceagle.com for a full schedule. 

Speaking of the Mid-Atlantic Kennel Ko-
rps, this group is producing this first ever 
Mid-Atlantic Puppy and Mid-Atlantic Puppy 
Handler Contest on Saturday, August 29 
at 3 p.m. at the Baltimore Playhouse (3010 
Washington Boulevard). This contest will 
be part of Chesapeake Leather Awareness 
and Pride (CLAP) weekend and will be held 
in conjunction with the Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Woman 2016 Contest. I will be touring the 
Baltimore Playhouse soon and will bring you 
all the details in the next Leather Line. 

It won’t be the Chesapeake, but it will be 
leather on the Potomac River on Saturday, 
August 15 from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. when 
COMMAND MC and the ShipMates hop in 
inner tubes for a day of fun at the Harper’s 
Ferry Adventure Center (37410 Adventure 

Center Lane in Purcellville, Virginia). Cost 
is $30 a person. Call 540-688-9007 to make 
your reservation or visit the “COMMAND & 
SHIPMATES Harper’s Ferry Tubing Day” 
page on Facebook for more details. 

Mr. Maryland Leather 2015 Greg King’s 
MML history classes at The Loft above Grand 
Central have been lots of fun. On Friday, July 
17, he interviewed Mr. Maryland Leather 
2000 Robert Guenther. Bob had some great 
stories. The next class will be an interview 
with longtime Maryland and Chicago leather 
community member Mike McDonnell on Fri-
day, August 21 at 8 p.m. These classes are 
free and open to all so stop on by. you may 
even learn something! 

Although not a leather bar, the Club Hip-
po has been the setting for countless leather 
contest, fetish balls, and of course the annual 
“12 Days of Christmas” show. On Saturday, 
August 22 there will be a disco dance party at 
the Hippo benefiting AIDS Action Baltimore. 
Although the event is called “Last Dance,” 
this is not the night the club is closing, but it 
sounds like a great time to go there! 

Last issue I wrote about how the movie 
Fifty Shades of Grey piqued lots of interest 
in BDSM, but didn’t teach people how to flog, 
paddle, etc. On the weekend of September 3 
to 7 (Labor Day weekend) the Master/slave 
Conference at the Crowne Plaza (3 Research 
Court in Rockville, Maryland) will give you a 
whole weekend of educational events, work-
shops, and roundtable discussions. There 
will also be a fetish marketplace, displays 
by the Carter-Johnson Leather Library, silent 
auction, formal leather banquet, pool party 
sponsored by Onyx Mid-Atlantic, the annual 
Northeast Master/slave Contest, and more. 
Visit Masterslaveconference.org for more de-
tails and to make your reservation. 

Also over the Labor Day weekend leather 
folks will be gathering at another Crowne Pla-
za – the Crowne Plaza Dallas Market Center 
in Dallas, Texas, for the annual International 
LeatherSIR/boy and International Commu-
nity Bootblack Contest. I have been several 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

Five Mr. Maryland 
Leather 
titleholders 
gather at 
the Loft 
on 
July 17
credit: 
Rich 
Wertman
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Sorry i can’t take your call – i’m in a meeting
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