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Supreme Court Affirms Marriage 
for Same-Sex Couples

By Steve Charing
Equality Maryland’s board of directors and 
its foundation announced on June 30 that, 
as a result of declining donations, it is tak-
ing action to either reduce – or possibly 
cease – operations next month.

“Despite continued policy advocacy 
and educational programming, funding 
sources for the organization have dwindled 
in recent years following victories on such 
major issues as marriage equality and a 
transgender-inclusive anti-discrimination 
law,” the statement reads.

The statement, which was issued by 
Stephanie Bernstein, chair of Equality 
Maryland and Isabella Firth Shycoff, chair 
of its foundation, said, “Equality Maryland 
is an extraordinary organization that has 
accomplished amazing things on behalf 
of the Maryland LGBT community, and led 

the achievement of marriage equality and 
transgender-inclusive anti-discrimination 
protections.”

Carrie Evans, Equality Maryland’s ex-
ecutive director since 
November 2011, was 
laid off effective June 6 
as a result the financial 
crisis.

“None of our suc-
cesses could have been possible without 
the remarkable leadership of Carrie Ev-
ans,” said the statement. “Her work contin-
ues under the leadership of Keith Thirion, 
interim executive director, Patrick Locklin, 
Equality Maryland’s office manager, the 
members of the Equality Maryland and 
Equality Maryland Foundation boards, and 
the organization’s members, and generous 
and courageous funders and supporters.”

The statement in-
dicated that “funding 
from individuals and 
major donor sources 
dropped significantly 
after securing mar-
riage equality but 
remained commit-

ted to securing 
anti-discrimina-
tion protections 
for transgender 
people.”

Evans pre-
viously worked for Equality Maryland as 
director of policy and planning from 2007 
to 2009. She left the organization shortly 
after its then-executive director, Dan Fur-
mansky, resigned in late 2008.

During Evans’ tenure, the Religious 
Freedom and Civil Marriage Protection 
Act passed the Maryland Legislature and 
was signed into law by then-Gov. Martin 
O’Malley in March of 2012.  A referendum —continued on page 3

Equality MD Facing Financial 
Crisis, May Close

to overturn the law by opponents failed by 
a 52-48 margin in November 2012.  The 
effort was led by Marylanders for Marriage 
Equality, a coalition of organizations in 
which Equality Maryland was a member. 
Same-sex marriage took effect on January 
1, 2013.

The next year, Equality Maryland, un-
der Evans’ direction, worked for passage 
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laws in Texas). As expected, the Obergefell 
opinion was penned by Justice Kennedy, 
the author of both Windsor and Lawrence. 
Focusing on the dignity that marriage af-
fords and the human ideals of love, family, 
and respect that we all share, Justice Ken-
nedy found marriage equality embedded 
in our Constitution, and eloquently spoke 
for marriage proponents everywhere: “No 
union is more profound than marriage, for 
it embodies the highest ideals of love, fi-
delity, devotion, sacrifice, and family. In 
forming a marital union, two people be-
come something greater than once they 
were. As some of the petitioners in these 

Cheryl JOneS, eSq. & 
anna S. ShOll, eSq.
On June 26, 2015, in 
Obergefell v. Hodges, the 
U.S. Supreme Court af-
firmed once and for all that 
the right to marry is a fun-
damental right and there-
fore, no state may deprive 
a same-sex couple of that 
right, and no state may re-
fuse to recognize a marriage 

validly performed in another state. 
the dignity of marriage is a Consti-

tutional right – The ruling, which upheld 
same-sex marriage laws across the na-
tion and generated widespread rainbow-
themed celebrations from the White House 
to Disney World and beyond, was issued on 
the 2nd anniversary of the Court’s Windsor 
decision (striking down DOMA, the federal 
law denying marriage benefits to same-sex 
couples) and the 12th anniversary of Law-
rence v. Texas (striking down anti-sodomy 

Celebrating at the 
high court

Carrie Evans 
laid off

Carrie evans
credit: Steve Charing

the rest of the na-
tion in champion-
ing rights and pro-
tections, such as 
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eqUality MD FaCing 
FinanCial CriSiS, May ClOSe

– continued from page 1

of the Fairness for All Marylanders Act, 
which provided protections in the areas of 
employment, housing, credit, and public 
accommodations based on gender identity.

During the 2015 General Assembly, 
Equality Maryland worked successfully to 
prohibit discrimination based on sexual ori-
entation and gender identity in insurance 
coverage for infertility. In addition, a bill 
was passed that allows transgender Mary-
landers to request a new birth certificate 
with an updated gender marker.

“The board believes passionately that 
Equality Maryland ought to continue to 
play a critical, central role in the coming 
years for our community, but is facing one 
of two possibilities for the future: drastical-
ly scaling down operations, with a reduced 
capacity to serve its many constituencies 
across the state, or suspending operations 
entirely,” the statement says. “Unless and 
until we secure adequate revenue to sus-
tain the organization, the important ser-
vices, oversight and advocacy it has con-
sistently provided to the Maryland LGBT 
community will cease to be.”

The board plans to make a final deci-
sion regarding the future of the organiza-
tion in the coming weeks and welcomes 
input from the community.  All comments 
and questions may be submitted via e-mail 
to board@equalitymaryland.org. t

SUpreMe COUrt aFFirMS 
Marriage 

– continued from page 1

cases demonstrate, marriage embodies a 
love that may endure even past death. It 
would misunderstand these men and wom-
en to say they disrespect the idea of mar-
riage. Their plea is that they do respect it, 
respect it so deeply that they seek to find 
its fulfillment for themselves. Their hope is 
not to be condemned to live in loneliness, 
excluded from one of civilization’s oldest 
institutions. They ask for equal dignity in 
the eyes of the law. The constitution grants 
them that right.”

“immutable nature” and Future 
Challenges – In an interesting aside, Jus-
tice Kennedy’s opinion also contains an-
other important concept, which could play 
a significant role in future cases involving 
LGBT rights. Twice in his opinion, Justice 
Kennedy refers to the “immutable nature” 

of the challengers (the individuals chal-
lenging the validity of state laws denying 
marriage to same-sex couples). Justice 
Kennedy’s meaning is clear: being gay is 
not a choice; instead, sexual orientation is 
an immutable part of an individual’s char-
acter, incapable of being changed. Some 
legal scholars have noted that Kennedy’s 
choice to use that particular phrase, which 
has legal significance, could become rel-
evant in future challenges to laws that dis-
criminate against the LGBT community, be-
cause it would require the Supreme Court 
to view any such law much more critically, 
and would place a much greater burden on 
any state trying to defend it.

what does the ruling mean for lgBt 
Marylanders? – Although same-sex mar-
riage has been legal in Maryland since 
January 1, 2013, the Supreme Court’s 
ruling now means that married same-sex 
Marylanders may travel throughout the 
country freely, with the peace of mind that 
their marriage will be recognized in all 50 
states. This may be especially important 
for individuals who previously could not re-
locate, for fear that their marriage would be 
disregarded in an “unfriendly” state. This 
also means that married same-sex couples 
can be divorced in any state, as each state 
must now recognize validly-performed 
marriages from another state.

Even with this momentous ruling, how-
ever, there are still legal – and non-legal 
– obstacles unique to same-sex couples. 
Private employers who offer self-insured 
medical plans may not be required to cov-
er a same-sex spouse. Religious institu-
tions are not required to perform marriage 
ceremonies for same-sex couples. In an 
emergency, hospitals or medical providers 
could, for various reasons, require proof of 
marriage for a same-sex couple before al-
lowing an individual to make decisions for 
their spouse. And although Maryland law 
presumes that a child born in a marriage is 
a child of both spouses, other states may 
not have the same presumptions – and pa-
rental rights are not always assured for the 
non-biological parent, so LGBT couples 
looking to build a family should still consult 
with an attorney and execute a second-
parent adoption. t

cheryl a. Jones, esq. and anna S. 
Sholl, esq. are attorneys at Pessin Katz 
Law, P.a., whose practices include estate 
planning for same-sex couples, second 
parent adoptions, and other family building 
issues. cheryl can be reached at 410-769-
6141 or cjones@pklaw.com, and anna can 
be reached at 410-769-6152 or asholl@
pklaw.com.

By Steve Charing
The board of directors of the Gay, Lesbian, Bi-
sexual, and Transgender Community Center 
of Baltimore and Central Maryland (GLCCB) 
issued a statement announcing that it has 
accepted the resignation of 
GLCCB executive director, 
Joel Tinsley-Hall effective July 
6. Tinsley-Hall had served in 
his role since October 2014 
succeeding Kelly Neel who 
was interim executive direc-
tor following the resignation of 
Matt Thorn.

“It has been a great honor to 
serve as the community center’s 
executive director and I have 
greatly appreciated the opportu-
nity to work with a wonderful, passionate group 
of staff, volunteers, and community members,” 
Tinsley-Hall said in the statement. “I intend to 
remain involved with the organization in other 
capacities, and look forward to continuing my 
support of the center’s mission moving forward.”

Tinsley-Hall cited personal family mat-
ters for his departure from the organization. 
He did not respond to a request by baltimore 
OuTloud for additional comment. 

The GLCCB board of directors, under Pres-
ident Chris Adkins, will begin an exploratory 
search for a new executive director in July. Paul 
Liller, GLCCB deputy director, will serve as the 
primary point of contact for the community cen-

ter’s day-to-day operations, financial 
management, and program adminis-
tration in the interim. Liller also serves 
as the Center’s Pride coordinator for 
the second time in the past few years.

“We thank Joel for his tremen-
dous service and look forward to 
working with him in the near future,” 
Adkins said. “The board has every 
confidence that Paul will step up to 
the challenge of his additional du-
ties, and will continue to help foster 
the organization’s mission in uniting 

and empowering sexual and gender minori-
ties in Baltimore and Maryland.”

Tinsley-Hall was hired when the GLCCB 
was experiencing significant turnover on the 
board, the center was in critical financial 
condition, and it was facing public-relations 
challenges from within the community. Since 
the run-up of Pride last spring, Liller be-
comes the fourth person to perform in the 
role of executive director. t

GLCCB’s Executive Director Resigns

Joel tinsley-hall
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place one day before 
the Pride celebrations, 
is aimed at raising 
awareness and visibil-
ity of transgender is-
sues and solidarity for 
the transgender com-
munity and allies in 
Baltimore City.

“We invite you to 
join us as we lift our 
voices to begin a new 
narrative on how this 
city will make the trans-

gender residents matter,” says Jenkins. “We 
hope that this demonstration of power and 
unity will bring attention to the issues of po-
lice brutality, racial discrimination, high STI 
infection rates, lack of access to health care, 
unemployment, violence, and homelessness 
faced by transgender people in Baltimore. 
No longer will we be cruelly and unusually 
punished by gunfire or any other inhumane 
disregard for simply choosing to exist as the 
beautiful transgender people that God des-
tined us to be here in this City of Baltimore.”

She adds, “#BaltimoreUprising was a 
powerful moment for the residents of Balti-
more to band together and reclaim its power 
to demand justice and accountability from 
the systems that govern this city. However, 
how can it truly be a moment of power when 
the most disadvantaged population within an 
already disadvantaged population in this city 
-- transgender people of color -- constantly 
face physical and systemic violence for just 
existing in this city?” 

The Baltimore Trans Alliance is request-
ing donations to help offset some of the costs 
of putting this rally together. The monies do-
nated will be used to purchase various types 
of signage for the rally, beverages to keep 
participants hydrated throughout the event, 
and for other administrative costs associ-
ated with putting the event together. A goal 
of $1,500 has been set. To donate, visit Go-
fundme.com/bmoretransup. t 

– Steve charing

The LGBT Health Resource Center of 
Chase Brexton Health Care has teamed 
up with Our Tomorrow (Shareourtomorrow.
org), a grassroots and digital campaign, to 
engage LGBTQ people across the country 
in a conversation about their hopes, fears 
and ideas for the future of the movement. 

“This is an historic moment for our 
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By Steve Charing
Just as we thought that the 2015 Baltimore 
Pride block party was returning to the fa-
miliar Eager and Charles Streets locale af-
ter a one-year absence last year, a sched-
uling snafu by the City of Baltimore threw a 
wrench into those plans. Officials issued a 
permit to perform de-
molition and repaving 
of the parking lot (ad-
jacent to Club Hippo 
and Grand Central 
Station Nightclub) 
that has traditionally 
been used to host 
Pride vending during 
the block party. 

Additionally, the 
building on the north 
side of the park-
ing lot (1010 North 
Charles Street) is be-
ing demolished and 
repaved. Paul Liller, 
Pride coordinator, 
was notified of the 
parking lot construc-
tion in early June. 
The news of the construction permit came 
months after Baltimore Pride submitted 
its permit to use the space. This can be 
seen as an oversight from the city, who es-
sentially issued two permits for the same 
space during the same period of time. 

After meeting with city officials, the fire 
department and the permit office in mid-
June, it was discovered that the construc-
tion would not be completed in advance of 
the block party on July 25, and an alternate 
location needed to be secured. Baltimore 
Pride secured the parking lot at the corner 
of Cathedral and Brexton Streets, tradition-
ally dubbed “the lesbian lot” (pictured), as 
well as an adjoining parking lot on Charles 

Street, in front of Mt. Vernon Stable. These 
lots are connected by a path.

The Cathedral / Brexton lot is larger 
than the former Eager and Charles Street 
lot that has housed Pride in the past. A ma-
jority of the vendors, as well as the main 
stage, will be in the Brexton / Cathedral 

parking lot. Some vendors will be set up on 
Eager Street as well.

Alcohol will be served in the space. 
Anyone who wishes to drink in the space 
will need to purchase a wristband. Bands 
will be available for sale on site, at the Hip-
po, and through a pre-sale at the Center 
in the week leading up to Pride. Vendors 
have been notified of the new footprint. A 
detailed map will be released in advance of 
the block party.

Baltimore Pride, a function of the Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Com-
munity Center of Baltimore and Central 
Maryland (GLCCB), is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary this year. After receiving com-

munity feedback that criticized its move to 
a two-day event in the Mount Royal area in 
2014, GLCCB officials decided to return to 
the Mount Vernon area in 2015 and plans 
were drawn up to do just that. 

“The discovery of a construction permit 
being issued after we submitted our own 
permit was upsetting, but I’m confident that 
the new space, which is mere feet away 
from our traditional footprint, will still de-
liver all the fun and excitement that Balti-
more Pride revelers have come to expect.” 
Liller, GLCCB deputy director, told balti-
more OuTloud.

The annual parade and block party will 
occur on July 25 with the Sunday festival 
to return to Druid Hill Park on July 26. For 
more information about Pride, visit Balti-
morepride.org. t 

Demolition Forces Move of Block Party

Trans Groups to 
March in Solidarity

Bryanna Jenkins of 
the Baltimore 
trans alliance

Chase Brexton Joins 
in ‘Our Tomorrow’ 

Campaign

venue for 2015 pride block party 
credit: Steve Charing

Using the hashtag #BaltimoreTRANSUpris-
ing, members from various transgender 
advocacy organizations have scheduled a 
march on July 24 originating in Charles Vil-
lage. The event is being coordinated by the 
Baltimore Trans Alliance, which includes 
such groups as Sistas of the T and Black 
Transmen.

“#BaltimoreTRANSUprising, will be an 
opportunity for the transgender community 
and our allies in Baltimore City to put a voice 
and a face to our anguish from the various 
traumas we have experienced in this city and 
to demand accountability from the systems 
that our supposed to represent protect us,” 
Bryanna Jenkins, the founder of the Balti-
more Trans Alliance, told baltimore OuTloud. 

The group will be holding a rally in 
Charles Village on North Ave. and Charles 
Street at 5 p.m. and will then march to Mt. 
Vernon Place. 

Jenkins notes that “Baltimore has a 
staunch history of violence” against trans-
gender individuals. “Preceded by the murder 
of Mya Hall [who was killed in an incident at 
NSA in March], there were the murders of 
Kandy Hall and Mia Henderson in 2014, Kelly 
young in 2013, Tyra Trent in 2011, and the 
countless other transgender murder victims 
that go unreported due to constant misgen-
dering in police reports or bodies that simply 
haven’t been found.”

The rally and march, which will take 
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tors can slide a timeline and learn of the 
history of the monument and Mt. Vernon 
Square from 1815 through 2015. Those 
willing to climb the 227 steps to the top will 
be rewarded with a panoramic view of the 
area. t                             – rodney burger

On July 6, FreeState Legal, Maryland’s 
legal advocacy organization dedicated to 
serving the low-income LGBTQ community 
in Maryland, launches an effort to provide 
free legal advice to transgender and intersex 
people who seek to update the gender marker 
on their birth certificate. This initiative arises 
out of a new law set to take effect on October 
1, 2015, that makes it easier for transgender 
and intersex people to update the gender 
designations on their birth certificates. 

“FreeState Legal is excited to announce 
that we are offering free legal advice to 
transgender and intersex people who want 
to update the gender marker on their birth 
certificate,” said Patrick Paschall, FreeState 
Legal’s executive director. “The value of hav-
ing an accurate identity document cannot be 
overstated. Think about how often you show 
your ID – at airports, movie theaters, restau-
rants, when applying for a job, when submit-

On July 4, 1815, a crowd gathered in Mt. 
Vernon Place in Baltimore to celebrate the 
laying of the cornerstone for the nation’s 
first public monument to honor George 
Washington. 

On July 4, 2015, a crowd gather in the 
rain in the very same spot to celebrate the 
reopening of Baltimore’s Washington Mon-
ument. After the playing of the National 
Anthem by the Maryland Defense Force 
Band and the Fort McHenry Guard Fife 
and Drum Corps, Maryland’s Lt. Governor 
Boyd K. Rutherford proudly held the very 
same golden trowel that was used during 
the 1815 ceremony and joked that all the 
umbrellas reminded him of Singing in the 
Rain. 

When it was time for Baltimore Mayor 
Stephanie Rawlings-Blake to say a few 
words, the lieutenant governor graciously 
offered to hold his umbrella over her, but 
she replied, “Although I appreciate your bi-
partisan effort, I brought my own umbrella.” 
After the speeches, the lieutenant gover-
nor and the mayor cut a red, white, and 
blue ribbon to reopen the monument which 
has been closed for five years and has un-
dergone nearly $6 million in renovations. 

The newly restored monument will be 
open from 4 to 9 p.m. on Thursdays and 
noon to 5 p.m. on Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday. In honor of the monument’s 200th 
birthday, admission will be free for the 
month of July and admission will be just 
$5 afterwards. The base of the monument 
contains touch screen exhibits where visi-

movement. We’ve made a lot of progress 
on important issues like marriage equality, 
but we still have a long way to go,” said 
Nate Sweeney, executive director of the 
LGBT Health Resource Center. “Our To-
morrow is an opportunity for each of us to 
make our voices heard in a national con-
versation about the future of the LGBTQ 
movement. It is so important that we get 
the voices of Maryland, the voices of all 
Marylanders, in on this conversation.” 

The Our Tomorrow campaign invites 
anyone interested in participating to visit 

Shareourtomorrow.org and share their 
hopes, fears and ideas. Posts will be fea-
tured on the Our Tomorrow website, where 
anyone interested in the future of the 
movement can learn about issues on the 
minds of LGBTQ people across the coun-
try. 

“Our Tomorrow represents the first time 
a major social movement has initiated a 
national public dialogue to generate inspi-
ration, information and ideas for its future,” 
said Our Tomorrow campaign manager 
Lee Swislow. “This conversation will help 
create a shared, movement-wide vision for 
a bigger, bolder, more inclusive movement 
that speaks to the hopes and needs of the 
full diversity of the LGBTQ community.” 

Insights and ideas from Our Tomorrow 
will also be shared with more than 100 
nonprofit organizations and foundations 
that have sponsored the campaign. To see 
a full list of Our Tomorrow partners, visit 
Shareourtomorrow.org partners. 

The LGBT Health Resource center has 
pledged to play an active role by helping 
to disseminate the surveys online, and in 
person. 

“The purpose of the LGBT Health Re-
source Center of Chase Brexton Health 
Care is to provide LGBTQ individuals and 
their families with welcoming access to 
expert health information and resources 
that will enhance wellness and quality of 
life,” Sweeney said. “Programming for the 
LHRC has begun – look for the doors to 
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Chuck Bowers in his office at the Hippo
credit: Steve Charing

A Monumental 
Bicentennial 

george washington greets guest to newly 
reopened monument

Chase Brexton on the march
credit: Steve Charing

george washington 
Monument

ting a rental application for an apartment, and 
in countless other places in society. When 
transgender people have outdated identity 
documents, they are outing themselves as 
transgender and risking discrimination every 
time they are asked to show ID.”

Specifically, the law has four new provi-
sions. The new law:

1) Removes an outdated surgery require-
ment. Previously, transgender and intersex 
people who wish to update the gender marker 
on their birth certificate were required to prove 
they had undergone some form of surgical in-
tervention – often denied by health insurance 
and prohibitively expensive. FreeState Legal 
has over 150 clients that have updated their 
name but were unable to access an updated 
birth certificate gender marker because the 
outdated surgery requirement was prohibi-
tively expensive. 

2) Issues a birth certificate that is new, not 
amended. When a birth certificate indicates 
that the gender has been amended, the per-
son presenting the birth certificate is instantly 
outed as a transgender person and often ex-
periences discrimination as a result. 

3) Removes the court order requirement 
– meaning individuals can simply file paper-
work with the state vital records agency rath-
er than requiring that all individuals obtain a 
court order declaring gender change. 

4) Explicitly covers intersex people.
“At FreeState Legal, we want to help by 

providing free legal advice to transgender and 
intersex people and helping to remove bar-
riers to accessing employment, health care, 
housing, and access to public accommoda-
tions,” Paschall continued. “These are the 
reasons we lobbied in Annapolis to change 
the law, and that is why we are offering free 
legal advice to and removing barriers for 
transgender and intersex people that need it.

“And because of the way the new law is 
written, nearly every transgender or intersex 
person can be helped by the new law, wheth-
er they were born in Maryland or somewhere 
else, and regardless of whether they have al-

ready updated their birth certificate or if they 
have not begun the process of updating any 
identity documents.” 

FreeState Legal’s legal intake hours take 
place Tuesdays 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Wednes-
days 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Thursdays 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Clients can walk-in during 
those hours, call our office at 410-625-LGBT 
(5428), or fill out an intake form online at 
Freestatelegal.org. t

FreeState Legal 
Helps Update Birth-
Certificate Gender 

Markers
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By Steve Charing
The news of the U.S. Supreme Court 5-to-
4 decision on June 26 that made marriage 
equality the law of the land struck like a “thun-
derbolt” as President Obama characterized it. 
Celebrations sprung up all over with cheering 
crowds in public places hoisting rainbow flags 
and signs reading 
“Love wins out” and 
other similar slogans. 
Others celebrated 
with their partners with 
high-fives, fist bumps, 
kisses, and toasts. 
Lots of kisses.

Millions of people 
– gay and straight – 
from around the world 
joined in the party and 
demonstrated their 
support by changing 
their profile pictures 
on Facebook by add-
ing a rainbow-colored 
screen. The White House exterior was bathed 
in rainbow colors as was the Empire State 
Building and other landmarks. Folks used 
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and other forms 
of social media to express their pride and pro-
found joy over the decision. It was the headline 
story on virtually all news publi-
cations and lead off national and 
local news station reports. 

Baltimore was no exception 
in its reaction. Crowds gathered 
in an impromptu demonstration 
of support in Mount Vernon – 
the heart of Baltimore’s “gaybor-
hood” – to cheer. Businesses, 
such as Grand Central, raised 
their rainbow flags that are usu-
ally reserved for the Pride celebrations. All the 
gay bars experienced overwhelmingly higher-
than-normal crowds for a Friday night.

Grand Central was so busy that owner 
Don Davis had to work as a bar back that eve-
ning to help accommodate the unexpected 
surge of customers. Earlier that day after the 
ruling was handed down he posted the follow-
ing statement on Facebook: 

“I lived in Manhattan in 1967. I was under-
age and use to go to the Stonewall. In 1969 
was the raid at Stonewall, which started the 
gay movement. In all the years since then 
I have seen so many great changes within 
the gay community. I thought in my lifetime I 
would someday see civil unions. I would have 
never believed that I would ever witness our 
Supreme Court ruling in favor of gay marriage. 
This is such a historic event. We are all equal 
regardless of one’s race, religion, creed and 

who you love. I thank the five Justices who 
supported equality for all. I am so glad that I 
was here to witness this victory. We all have 
to be grateful for all those that have fought 
throughout many years fighting for equality for 
everyone.”

It was arguably the most historic day in the 

history of the gay rights movement. However, 
it wasn’t a shocker or a surprise as for months 
legal experts and advocates firmly believed 
based on past decisions, Justice Anthony 
Kennedy, a conservative appointed by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, would tip the scales in 

the sharply divided the Court and 
vote affirmatively in the Obergefell 
v. Hodges. He did, and included in 
an eloquent 28-page opinion, Ken-
nedy wrote:

“No union is more profound 
than marriage, for it embodies the 
highest ideals of love, fidelity, devo-
tion, sacrifice, and family. In form-
ing a marital union, two people be-
come something greater than once 

they were. As some of the petitioners in these 
cases demonstrate, marriage embodies a love 
that may endure even past death. It would mis-
understand these men and women to say they 
disrespect the idea of marriage. Their plea is 
that they do respect it, respect it so deeply that 
they seek to find its fulfillment for themselves. 
Their hope is not to be condemned to live in 
loneliness, excluded from one of civilization’s 
oldest institutions. They ask for equal dignity 
in the eyes of the law. The Constitution grants 
them that right.”

National and local LGBT advocacy organi-
zations heralded the news. 

“Today is a milestone in our community’s 
history,” said Keith Thirion, interim executive 
director for Equality Maryland in a statement. 
“Today the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 5-4 that 
every couple’s marriage deserves equal re-
spect in the cases collectively named Oberge-

fell v. Hodges. Here in Maryland we have a 
special stake in the case: Our work to secure 
and defend marriage equality is the reason 
named plaintiff Jim Obergefell could come 
to the Free State to marry his partner. We’re 
thrilled that the Court affirmed the right for his, 
and every couple’s, marriage to be recognized 
across the country.

“Even as we celebrate today, we’re look-
ing ahead to the work remaining. Nationwide, 
couples in 28 states can get married on Satur-

day only to be fired on Monday just because 
of who they love. Too many LGBT youth are 
rejected by family, bullied in school and face 
huge obstacles to receiving the care they need 
just because of who they are. This year has 
already seen nine reported murders of trans-
gender women, the vast majority transgender 
women of color.” 

rally calls for 
post-marriage equality agenda. 

Two days later, a rally was held in Mount 
Vernon Place where over 30 gathered to not 
only commemorate the 46th anniversary of 
Stonewall and celebrate the Supreme Court 
decision but also to emphasize that the work 
in Baltimore, in Maryland and throughout the 
U.S. regarding the broader LGBT community 
is not over.

Brian Gaither of the Baltimore-based 
Homophobia Opposition Networked who 
helped organize the event enumerated sev-
eral areas that need to be addressed. Includ-
ed among these are LGBT homelessness, 
racism, homophobia, the stigma of HIV/
AIDS, and violence against LGBT people 
including unsolved murders of transgender 
individuals.

Several community leaders spoke 
through a bullhorn to elaborate on these is-
sues. Carlton Smith, community co-chair of 

Local Community Celebrates Supreme Court Ruling

Grand Central flies the rainbow flag after 
Court ruling
credit: WBAL-TV

the MSM Response Team, pointed out that 
in the Baltimore-Towson-Columbia area, 
one-third of African-American gay men ages 
18-24 are HIV positive and there is a con-
tinuing need for gay men to be tested. 

Bryanna Jenkins and Monica yorkman 
of Baltimore Trans United – a coalition of 
transgender advocacy groups – emphasized 
that this struggle is far from over and that 
“trans people are not on equal ground.” The 
organization is planning a march for July 24 

in the Charles Village 
neighborhood to call 
attention to transgen-
der issues.

Paul Liller, the 
deputy director of the 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisex-
ual, and Transgender 
Community Center of 
Baltimore and Central 
Maryland (GLCCB) 
and Jabari Lyles, a 
GLCCB board mem-
ber, pointed out that 
the center is not a 
legislative advocacy 
organization but a 
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 
one. Liller asked the 

crowd to not judge the center by its past and 
to move forward. Lyles said that trans issues 
are gay men’s issues, too, and he urged 
everybody to attend meetings and become 
involved.

Morgan Menesses-Sheets, a former ex-
ecutive director of Equality Maryland, em-
phasized the importance of marriage equal-
ity and how her family has been impacted by 
its enactment. “We have to fight together,” 
Meneses-Sheets said while holding the bull-
horn and her baby at the same time. “We do 
need more than marriage. When people say 
we’ve won, we’ve got to challenge it – not to 
say the marriage equality fight didn’t matter, 
but that there are so many other fights that 
we need to be having.”

“Today’s rally was to celebrate the prog-
ress represented by the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Obergefell v. Hodges as well 
as to highlight the issues still facing the 
broader LGBT community,” Gaither told bal-
timore OuTloud. “Recognition of our rights 
is important, but our struggle is for respect, 
dignity, and freedom from bigotry. Once we 
have achieved those things, we will be much 
closer to the full equality we deserve.”

With the court’s ruling that enabled gays 
and lesbians to be equal to our straight 
counterparts, Pride month will carry even 
more significance. t

Brian gaither of the homophobia 
Opposition network addresses the rally
credit: Bob Ford

Advocates 
insist the 
work is not 
done
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By Steve Charing
Julie Baker unequivocally denies that her 
“Relentlessly Gay” campaign that netted 
her over $43,000 was a hoax. 

She had made a huge rainbow splash 
last month when just about every LGBT 
and mainstream media 
outlet from London to 
the Far East covered 
the story in which the 
47-year-old widow al-
leged to have received 
an anonymous note af-
fixed to the door of her 
home in the Overlea 
neighborhood of Balti-
more County. 

The typewritten note 
read: “Dear Resident of 
__________, your yard 
is becoming Relentless-
ly Gay! Myself and Oth-
ers in the neighborhood 
ask that you Tone It 
Down. This is a Christian 
area and there are Chil-
dren. Keep it up and I 
will be Forced to call the 
Police on you! your kind 
need to have respect for 
GOD. A Concerned Home Owner.” 

Almost immediately thereafter, Baker 
launched a GoFundMe “Relentlessly Gay” 
campaign in response. The stated goal 
was $5,000. On that page she wrote, “So, 
I am starting this fundraiser so I can work 
to make my Home even More “relentlessly 
gay” If we go high enough, I will see if I can 
get a Rainbow Roof!”

Within a matter of days the campaign 
raised $43,391 from a total of 3,327 indi-
viduals who donated. It almost became a 
franchise unto itself as local LGBT orga-
nizations had “Relentlessly Gay” t-shirts 
created so that they may cash in on this 
popular trend. People sympathized with 
her cause because of the anti-gay charac-
ter of the note and the suggestion that the 
rainbow decorations in her yard – particu-
larly a set of rainbow jar solar lights – is 
somehow detrimental to children.

Baker has since stopped the cam-
paign as the amount raised far exceeded 
the original goal. Or, perhaps, she put the 
kibosh on it because the cybersphere, 
which helped fuel all those donations when 
seemingly everybody jumped on the story, 
is doing a reversal and is coming up with 
reasons why this whole affair was a hoax 
or a scam. Snopes.com, a website aimed 
at debunking rumors and scams, began 

raising questions and suggested that Bak-
er may have initiated a ruse.

Essentially, a growing number of peo-
ple began to notice that the inappropriate 
capitalization of certain words on the al-
leged note, whose photograph was posted 

on Facebook and picked up by numerous 
blogs and websites, suspiciously matched 
the same manner of capitalization in her 
comments on the GoFundMe page. They 
also wondered why Baker no longer has 
the note. Could she have typewritten the 
note herself to launch this profitable cam-
paign? That seems to be the central ac-
cusation.

In a rare interview with the media 
since the suspicions surfaced, Julie Baker 
agreed to discuss the situation on the re-
cord with baltimore OuTloud and respond 
to the charges. From her responses, Baker 
whom she self-describes as a “goofball,” 
shrugs off the suspicions and criticisms 
in a breezy, nonchalant and philosophical 
manner. 

First and foremost, Baker denies the 
accusation that her effort was a hoax. “It 
was not a hoax. I have great neighbors for 
the most part and do not judge the whole 
of my neighborhood because of a few,” she 
says. “From my understanding this is the 
natural progression when things go nuts 
on the Internet. It makes good fodder for 
news outlets and right now people seem to 
be fishing for blood.”

Baker was asked why she had recently 
received a visit from the local police. “The 
police felt, in light of the insane levels that 

this has gone to that it would be worth 
peeking into,” she explains. “I have done 
nothing wrong so I saw no harm in it. Pe-
riod. They are just doing their best to do 
their jobs, like any person.”

When questioned why she no longer 
has the note, Baker 
says, “Because it’s 
just a note. It wasn’t a 
threat; it didn’t tell me 
who sent it. It was stu-
pid and laughable in its 
sad way. Almost a hun-
dred people handled 
the icky thing.” 

She adds, “I hope... 
whoever wrote the note 
gets so bent out of 
shape that they stand up 
and shake their fist. The 
funny thing is, through 
all this I have found out 
I am not the only person 
in this neighborhood to 
get notes. I am, how-
ever, the only one that 
spoke up online about 
it.”

Baker was unable 
to confirm if the other 

notes sent to neighbors were anti-gay in 
nature. “I think whoever did this simply 
is one of those nasties that like to voice 
their opinions and try to make others do 
what they want. It’s not all that unusual. I 
do hope this teaches whoever did this that 
there are more people in the world that en-
joy good stuff, than there are nasty ones.”

She hasn’t taken out any money from 
the fund so any further rainbow decora-
tions have not occurred yet. “I’m not sure 
on all the tax stuff and want to make sure 
I don’t accidentally trip over any existing 
laws that would undo future rainbows,” 

Relentlessly Gay Woman: ‘It Was Not a Hoax’

the note 
that led to 

the ‘relent- 
lessly gay’ 

campaign

Baker explains. “I want this done right, and 
tastefully and in a way that makes those 
that donated smile.”

Nonetheless, the reason for most of 
the suspicion has to do with the similari-
ties on capitalization on the note and her 
GoFundMe page. “It seems like no one 
understands the subtle art of mocking, 
or notice that millions of people write the 
same way... I never noticed it before but 
now when I read my friends’ feeds I notice 
it all over. People want to hate, I can’t help 
the way people want to think.” t
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Defenders (GLAD), S.C. Equality, and South 
Carolina Black Pride. (Q-Notes Online at Q-
notes.com) [editor’s note: baltimore Out-
loud fully endorses this letter without reser-
vations!]

Some Texas 
counties defy 
Supreme Court 
marriage ruling

austin, texas – Shortly after the U.S. 
Supreme Court issued its landmark decision 
upholding marriage equality nationwide, 
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton issued 
an opinion declaring that county employees 
may refuse to issue marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples if issuing those licenses 
would go against their “deeply held religious 
beliefs.” Paxton also warned that, legally, all 
couples who apply for a marriage license 
must be accommodated as well. But some 
county clerks around the state seemed to 
have misunderstood that qualifier to his 
opinion.

Early this week, Hood County Clerk Ka-
tie Lang posted on the front page of her web-
site, “I will not be issuing same-sex marriage 
license’s due to my religious convictions.” 
She said the Supreme Court’s marriage 
equality decision “fabricated [a] new con-
stitutional right,” also claiming the decision 
doesn’t “diminish, overrule, or call into ques-
tion the First Amendment rights to free exer-
cise of religion that formed the first freedom 
in the Bill of Rights in 1791.” Lang has since 
relented, saying that while she would not 
personally issue marriage licenses to same-
sex couples, the office of Hood County Clerk 
would. In Cleburne County, Ark., County 
Clerk Dana Guffey resigned her position 
rather than issue marriage licenses to same-
sex couples. She’s been in office 24 years, 
but because her beliefs conflicted with her 
being able to fully carry out her job, she’s 
leaving office.

Employment attorney Stacy Cole said 
employers must make some accommoda-
tions for religious beliefs but employees 
must still do the core, central duties of their 
jobs. But the attorney added that he’s not 
comfortable with one employee passing off 
a same-sex couple to another employee, 
even in well-staffed offices. He cited the 
2006 case Garcetti v Ceballos, which lim-
ited free speech protections for government 
employees when they are on the job. Justice 
Anthony Kennedy wrote the majority opinion 

now joins 20 other African nations that either 
allow same-sex sexual activity or have no laws 
regarding it.

The Mozambican news service referred to 
the old penal code as a “musty colonial legacy.” 
Other countries like Uganda claim that homo-
sexuality, not the proscriptions against it, were 
the result of European colonialism. (Gay Peo-
ple’s chronicle at Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

Study finds 
white men 
dominate HRC’s 
leadership

washington, D.C. - A report commis-
sioned by the Human Rights Campaign 
found that the organization only promotes 
white men to leadership positions, and the 
organization is “homogenous.” The report, 
compiled from focus groups by the Pipeline 
Project, was provided to Buzzfeed and other 
LGBT news outlets.

The lead consultant on the study, Clarence 
Patton, released a statement saying that, while 
HRC was not at the top of the class, there are 
organizations in far worse shape, and that giv-
en the organization’s size, the findings were 
not surprising. “Seven out of 31 men who have 
been promoted have been on staff less than 
two years (some promoted two times),” the re-
port says. “No women under two years have 
been promoted.” The report also notes that 
most transgender or gender queer people in 
the organization believe that “they have poorly 
handled gender pronouns, name changes, e-
mail changes during transition.”

“Like many organizations and companies 
throughout our country, HRC has embarked 
on a thoughtful and comprehensive diversity 
and inclusion effort with the goals of bet-
ter representing the communities we serve. 
t (Gay People’s chronicle at gaypeople-
schronicle.com)

Confederate flag 
must go, LGBT 
groups say

greenville, S.C. – No state should em-
brace a symbol that so clearly stands for 
bigotry, violence, division and hate. No gov-
ernment entity should fly a flag that once 
divided this nation in bloody conflict and 
now reminds millions of people in the United 
States of the racism that still plagues this 
nation. The Confederate battle flag and ver-
sions of the same do not stand for heritage. 
It is, as South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley 
said, “a deeply offensive symbol of a brutally 
racist past.” In the America of 2015, it does 
not belong on state or federal property, and 
it should not be flown in a place of honor as 
a part of any state flag. In South Carolina, 
these words take on particular resonance, as 
calls for the removal of the Confederate flag 
from the grounds of the state capitol come 
just days after a white supremacist opened 
fire on a Bible study in a historically black 
church, killing nine black Americans, includ-
ing a state senator. It is no wonder Repub-

licans and Democrats 
are crossing the aisle 
to join in support of tak-
ing down the flag from 
the front of the State 
House.

As organizations 
that stand for equal-
ity and justice for all 
people, we are united 
in our opposition to the 
usage of such offensive 
and violent symbols. 
We support efforts to 
remove the Confeder-
ate flag as a contempo-
rary symbol in the pub-
lic square, beginning in 

South Carolina. But we also recognize that 
our work isn’t done with the state’s disavow-
al of a racist symbol. Even as we stand side-
by-side with those who wish to see the Con-
federate flag removed from South Carolina 
– and in all public spaces across the nation 
– we also stand committed to addressing the 
hard truths that divide us, to finding solutions 
for the inequities facing people of color, and 
to ensuring access to fairness and to justice 
for all.

Organizations signing onto the letter in-
clude: ACLU of South Carolina, Center For 
Black Equity, CenterLink: the Community of 
LGBT Centers, Gay & Lesbian Advocates & 

compiled by Jim becker

BeyOnD the Beltway

that speech by a public official is only pro-
tected if it is engaged in as a private citizen, 
not if it is expressed as part of the official’s 
public duties. Cole said he thinks courts will 
use this decision to require county clerks to 
issue marriage licenses to same-sex cou-
ples. ACLU spokeswoman Rebecca Rob-
erts said her organization hasn’t had to file 
any suits against county clerks in Texas but 
what she’s seeing is similar to what’s gone 
on in other states in which marriage equality 
was law before the Obergefell ruling. After a 
few weeks of hand wringing, she said, the 
dust settles. “When you’re a public official, 
you have to fulfill your duties,” Roberts said. 
“your personal views don’t trump those du-
ties.” For more information, Lambda Legal 
and other organizations created Marriage-
EqualityFacts.org. (dallas Voice – david Taf-
fet at dallasvoice.com)

Homosexuality 
to become legal 
in Mozambique

Maputo, Mozambique – As of June 29, 
homosexuality will no longer be criminalized in 
this African nation. Mozambique was already 
one of the most tolerant African nations when 
it came to LGBT issues, behind South Africa, 
but last December former Pres. Armando Gue-
buza signed a new penal code into law that 
rescinded laws against homosexuality, which 
dated from the country’s time as a Portuguese 
colony.

When the penal code was updated, Gue-
buza left 180 days for it to come into effect, 
which expires at the end of June. The old law 
called for up to three years in prison with hard 
labor, but was seldom enforced. Mozambique 

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.

taking down
the flag
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By Marti wOrMUth 
Heading over to Western Maryland, South 
Central Pennsylvania, or West Virginia this 
summer? Then this column will give you 
a biweekly look at all of 
the different places that 
you can check out when 
you’re out here. 

As a local resident 
of the area for about 12 
years, I’ve always been 
looking around for things 
to do and places to check 
out. One of my favorite 
places to go (and I go 
there regularly) is Mr. 
Ed’s Elephant Museum, 
located on Route 30 be-
tween Fayetteville and 
Gettysburg, Pennsylva-
nia. This little museum 
and candy shop is just so 
neat. Back in 2010, Mr. 
Ed’s burned down, but it’s 
been rebuilt since then 
and it’s even better now. 
The museum is much larger and there’s a 
lot more room in the gift shop as well. 

There are two main parts of the ele-
phant museum – the museum itself, which 
is free-admission, and the gift shop. The 
elephant museum is a long corridor with all 
of the different elephants that Mr. Ed Got-
walt (founder and current co-owner of Mr. 
Ed’s) has collected over the years. There 
are thousands of elephants in here, and 
every time that I go, I notice different ones 
that I’d never seen before. Some of them 
are decades old and hard to find. He’d lost 
quite a few of the elephants in his collec-
tion in the fire, but many of them were re-
covered and are currently in the museum 
area. The museum also includes an out-
side area, which has a ton of different ele-
phant statues, a koi pond, fun outdoor gifts 
that Mr. Ed has received over the years, 
and plenty of places to sit. If you’re into 
unique collections, you will definitely get 

your fill when you head over to Mr. Ed’s. 
The gift shop is a lot of fun. If you’re old 

enough to remember the stores where you 
could pick through different types of individ-
ual candies, you’ll get a taste of that here. 
There are dozens for you to choose from, 
and you can put them in a bucket or metal 

  OUt in the valley

Mr. Ed’s 
Elephant 
Museum – 
Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania 

lunchbox, weigh them out, and buy them. 
They also have fresh roasted peanuts, sug-
ar coated nuts, and various other candies 
that you can choose from and take home 
with you. The rest of the gift store is a typi-
cal tourist store, with lots of local gifts, fun 
little toys, stuffed animals, and more. I don’t 
ever leave Mr. Ed’s without getting some 
of the delicious fudge that’s made on-site 
– sometimes you can get it on sale, depend-
ing on what day of the week and what time 
of the year that you go over there. 

So, if you’re in the area, go ahead and 
check out Mr. Ed’s. It’s a great place for 
locals and for visitors, and it’s something 
neat to check out with your family. If you 
want to learn more about Mr. Ed’s Elephant 
Museum, you can check out the website at 
Mistereds.com. t 

marti Wormuth is a freelance writer who 
has resided in the cumberland Valley since 
2003. She currently resides with her part-
ner in chambersburg, Pennsylvania. marti 
frequently visits the Hagerstown Valley as 
well, and is very involved in the LGbT com-
munity in the region. Her website can be 
found at martis-miscellany.com. 

it’s a whale of museum!
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night every week to reconnect and re-
charge our relationship. My spiritual tank 
is filled through my faith community, while 
others may choose to fill that need in any 
number of ways. Either way, we need to be 
reminded that we are connected to some-
thing bigger than ourselves. I need to give 
back, to serve those around me because it 
feels good to use my gifts to make some-
one else’s life better. I need friends to chal-
lenge and encourage me. And I need to 
care for something / someone other than 
myself. I need to be reminded that life is 
not always about met. (We have all met 
spoiled, self-absorbed adults and let’s face 
it, no one really likes them!)

The point is that sometimes life feels 
out of balance because well, frankly, it is! 
Today, for what it’s worth, I am reminded 
that I am responsible for making sure my 
life is balanced in ways that challenge and 
empower me to be healthy and whole. And 
I am no good to anyone else if I am no 
good to myself.

So if you will excuse me now, we are 
going to take the dogs to the park, play 
with them a bit and then get ready for “date 
night.” What are you doing to get some 
much needed balance in your life? t

In this article I am writing to me more than 
anyone else. If it relates to you, than per-
haps it speaks to the universality of the 
shared human experience. Sometimes life 
can feel out of balance. If you are like me, 
there may not seem like enough hours in 
the day or per-
haps that others 
need more of 
you than you can 
give. Even Jesus, 
I remind myself, 
needed to get 
away and have 
time to himself. 
Why are we any 
different?

In his book 
How to Get What 
You Want and 
Want What You 
Have, author 
John Gray outlines a model of how to find 
balance and fulfillment when life seems 
out of kilter. Picture yourself surrounded 
by a variety of tanks, much like 50-gallon 
drums. Each of these “Love Tanks” (ten in 
all) are a different part of life that needs 
to be filled in order for me to be com-
plete. Each tank represents a different, yet 
equally important part of my life: spiritual-
ity, parental love (can be from parents or 
parental figures), friends, family and fun, 
peer support, love of self, romantic love, 
love for a dependent (child, pet, etc.), com-
munity, world, and finally a second spiri-
tuality love tank where I find meaningful 
ways to give back to the world.

Now while I am sure there are profes-
sionals who would find fault in this model, 
it reminds me that my life needs to be bal-
anced. I can’t look to my husband to fill 
all my needs, for example. If my career 
becomes the most important thing in life, 
to the exclusion of friends, family and my 
spouse, it won’t take long before life starts 
to feel out of balance. There are times I 
need to just get away and do something 
for my own enjoyment and fill the tank of 
self-love. My husband and I need a date 

Balancing 
Acts

Spirit
Rev. Dr. Rob Apgar-Taylor

Speaks

By DeBBie anne
The hepatitis-C epidemic dwarfs the HIV 
epidemic, with nearly three million peo-
ple chronically infected in the U.S. alone. 
Hepatitis-C is a blood borne infection 
that is transmitted by blood-to-blood con-
tact, largely through injection-drug use, 
although sexual transmission also more 
rarely occurs. Approximately 85% 
of those who contract the virus 
remain chronically infected and 
only about 15% naturally clear 
the virus. Some who have chronic 
hepatitis-C infection go on to de-
velop liver disease, and up to five percent of 
persons with chronic infection eventually die 
from the consequences of the disease – liver 
failure and liver cancer. Persons living with 
chronic hepatitis also have a much higher 
incidence of other health conditions, such as 
diabetes mellitus and glomerulonephritis, a 
type of kidney disease caused by inflamma-
tion of the kidney.

July 28th is World Hepatitis Day, and this 
year there is much reason to bring attention 
to this condition. Treatment for this disease 
has been revolutionized in the past year with 

FDA approval of two new oral medications 
that are resulting in cure rates of upwards to 
95%. Up until this year, treatment for hepati-
tis-C involved a six- to 12-month multi-drug 
approach involving weekly intramuscular in-
jections, serious side effects, and around a 
40% chance of a cure. Many people were not 
able to complete the treatment due to the side 

effects. Now the situation is different. 
Patients on the new treatment take oral 
medications with relatively few side ef-
fects and achieving a cure in as little as 
eight weeks. 

The downside is that these new de-
signer medications are very, very expensive, 
and insurance companies are not always 
approving coverage. Even if the proposed 
treatment is approved, the co-payments can 
also be very high. All of the companies that 
make these medications offer patient-assis-
tance programs to help cover the cost of co-
payments, and there are patient advocacy 
groups that can also help. Positively aware’s 
July / August issue mentions these: 

• Harbor Path (Harborpath.org), a single 
site for access to all patient-assistance pro-
grams; 

• HealthWell Foundation (Healthwell-
foundation.org), which helps with co-pays, 
deductibles, and insurance premiums; • Pa-
tient Access Network Foundation, which is 
HCV-specific and offers up to $7,000 in as-
sistance; and 

• Patient Advocate Foundation (Hepa-
titisc.pafcareline.org), also HCV-specific, 
which offers up to $7,500 in assistance and 
can also assist with insurance denials. 

If you are living with chronic hepatitis-C 
infection, or you know someone who is, con-
sider a new assessment of your chance for 
a hepatitis cure with an infectious-disease 
specialist. If you currently don’t have health 
insurance, the Affordable Care Act open 
enrollment period for 2016 opened on No-
vember 1, 2015. Insurance plans offered on 
Maryland’s Health Connection cannot turn 
you down for a pre-existing condition, and 
you may even be able to find help in pay-
ing for the premiums. If your income is at or 
below 138% of the federal poverty level, or 
$16,105 a year for a single individual, you 
can apply for expanded Maryland Medicaid 
at any time. You no longer have to have a 
disability to be covered by Maryland Med-
icaid, and there is no cost to you to be cov-
ered under Medicaid. Visit your local health 
department for more information; in Freder-
ick you may call 301-600-3124. Or go on-
line to Marylandhealthconnection.gov. For 
more information about hepatitis-C and treat-
ments, visit Cdc.gov/hepatitis/hcv/hcvfaq.
htm#section1. t

Hepatitis-C and Thee

By raBBi JOhn Franken 
Reverend Rob Apgar-Taylor is quite 
correct when he wrote that the punish-
ment visited on the biblical city of So-
dom had nothing to do with homosexu-
ality and everything to do with the city’s 
harsh treatment of the poor, the hungry, 
and the stranger in its midst. 

Jewish commentators have made 
this point for centuries. Nachmanides, 
one of the greatest biblical scholars of 
the Medieval period, held that the un-
matched cruelty of Sodomites toward 
the poor sealed that city’s fate. Even 
earlier sages imagined that Sodom’s 
cruelty was such that its people burned 
anyone giving bread to the needy and 
stripped any poor person of his clothing. 
Its judiciary was so corrupt that judges 
would reportedly fine the victim of an as-
sault rather than the perpetrator. 

Jewish commentaries do not at-
tribute the wickedness of Sodom to 
homosexuality. That notion seems to 
have arisen elsewhere, based on the 
failed attempt of the Sodomites to kid-

Judaism on the 
Story of Sodom

nap Lot’s out-of-town guests. But even 
if the Sodomites had been inclined to 
homosexuality, the point of the biblical 
story is that they wished to practice it 
violently and without consent. In other 
words, they didn’t want to love their 
fellows, but rather to rape them. For 
this reason the writer Jay Michaelson 
once said that reading the story of So-
dom as being about homosexuality is 
like reading the story of an axe mur-
derer being about an axe. Homosexu-
ality wasn’t the sin; rather, it was the 
cruel oppression of the other. 

That Lot and his daughters were 
the only ones spared from the city’s 
destruction does not owe to the fact 
that they were the only straight people 
in Sodom. They were saved because 
they were the ones in the city who wel-
comed the stranger and protected the 
foreigner. That is the overarching mor-
al of a story which is, after all, bound 
up in a Hebrew bible which commands: 
“you shall not oppress the stranger” 
and “you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” t

John Franken is the rabbi of bolton 
Street Synagogue in roland Park. e-
mail him at jfranken@boltonstreet.org 
or visit boltonstreet.org.
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When I visited my first therapist as a 
55-year-old male seeking help and support 
with my debilitating sense of gender dys-
phoria, I was told that I had come to the 
right place. “I have two gay siblings,” the 
therapist told me. “I know exactly what you 
are going through.” Actually, she had no 
idea. Although neighbors on the spectrum, 
sexual orientation and gender identity are 
completely different concepts. Whatever 
her gay siblings had experienced would be 
of no insight into the challenges that lay 
ahead for me. Our respective journeys fol-
low far different paths.

For many readers, this is pretty basic 
stuff. The misconception held by some 
people that it’s the same to be gay and 
transgender likely stems from the fact that 
we are grouped together on the LGBT 
spectrum. Some have even suggested that 
gay men change their sex in order to at-
tract other men. This, of course, is absurd. 
Sexual orientation and gender identity are 
distinct and different! The comparison has 
been characterized in these terms: sexual 
orientation is about who you go to bed with; 
gender identity is about who you go to bed 
as. Whereas most gay men were assigned 
male at birth and identify as male, and 
most gay women were assigned female 
at birth and identify as female, transgen-
der individuals identify in ways that differ 
from their assigned birth sex. I lived much 
of my life presenting as male as assigned 
at birth, yet my self-perceived gender has 
always been female. Who I am attracted to 
is irrelevant – I am female.

People sometimes wonder if sexual 
orientation changes when a transgender 
person transitions from one sex to another. 
(Usually it does not, except perhaps to ex-
periment.) And what about labels? If a het-
erosexual male, upon becoming female, 
is now attracted to men, is she gay… or 
straight? If she is still attracted to women 
is she lesbian? For me, as a heterosex-

ual “male” before transitioning, I merely 
changed places on the spectrum from “T” 
to “L,” although there is a common belief 
that one never loses the “transgender” la-
bel even after transitioning. It all becomes 
rather complicated. Fortunately, labels 
don’t matter – we are all different. As with 
gender identity, sexual orientation can only 
be defined by the individual. When and 
how our sexual orientation might change 
is part of the personal journeys we each 
experience. 

That first therapist I visited also told 
me, after my initial profile, that I was do-
ing the things that women do – I was an 
elementary school teacher, a nurturing 
parent and grandparent, I was emotional, 
empathetic and caring…  these are female 
attributes. “Why isn’t that enough?” she 
asked. “you are displaying female charac-
teristics!” What she failed to realize, aside 
from the sexist stereotyping, was that I 
had no desire to be male displaying female 
characteristics. I identified as female and 
I wanted to be seen and perceived and 
treated as if I were a woman. Doing the 
things that women do was not enough – I 
needed to actually be a woman. My iden-
tity demanded it!

Sexual orientation and gender identity 
do indeed differ greatly and the life jour-
neys we follow differ as well. When a trans 
person comes out and makes the commit-
ment to transition, there is more than an 
announcement about ourselves and who 
we are. We are faced with the immense 
challenge of altering our appearance in a 
society that is highly judgmental about the 
way people look. Changing one’s outward 
gender appearance, especially at an older 
age, can be one of the most difficult chal-
lenges a person can face. Not only is there 
the physical appearance, but there are the 
mannerisms, speech patterns, social mo-
res, and the adoption of a whole new set of 
gender roles and expectations. Plus, there 
is the completely new wardrobe to acquire. 
It can get really complicated and expen-
sive – and that’s before any surgeries! In 
the next article, we will look at the terrify-
ing process of “transitioning” – it can be an 
exciting time in our lives, yet nearly always 
fraught with huge questions of confidence 
and fear of failure and rejection.t

Laura anderson is an educator, author, 
researcher, parent, and granddad. Her 
years teaching in public school classrooms 
as male provided the foundation for her 
more recent role educating future teach-
ers. Living female for the past decade, she 
has come to appreciate the privileges she 
once held – both male and cisgender – 
privileges now replaced with the fulfillment 
of living as her true self. 
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ago over financial matters and a lack of 
oversight by their board. Morgan Meneses-
Sheets, the executive director at the time, 
was fired in an ugly controversial mess. 

Equality Maryland’s finances had his-
torically been held close to the vest. In-
deed, when the Washington blade recently 
conducted a survey of national and local 
LGBT organizations concerning their finan-
cial status and the salaries of the respec-
tive executive directors, Equality Maryland 
did not respond to multiple requests to pro-
vide such information. I always believed 
that organizations that raise money from 
the community ought to be more trans-
parent regarding how the funds are being 
spent, but that was not the case with this 
one.

Clearly, the success of marriage equal-
ity here and nationally has removed the 
largest and most appealing magnet from 
which to raise money, and organizations 
like Equality Maryland could fall victim. It 
would be a shame if that comes to pass. 

There is so much work ahead espe-
cially efforts to address bullying in schools, 
suicides among LGBT youth, homeless-
ness whereby LGBT youth are dispropor-
tionately at risk, LGBT youth in the foster 
care and the juvenile justice system, the 
continuing fight to address discrimination 
and violence directed towards transgender 
individuals, banning conversion therapy, 
combating an increase in HIV infections in 
the African-American community in addi-
tion to the seemingly endless fight nation-
ally to secure a Federal all-inclusive non-
discrimination law.

Many of these issues require legisla-
tion, and Equality Maryland is in the best 
position to work its political acumen to 
achieve results. However, they are not 
sexy issues as marriage equality was and, 
therefore, not likely to build their fundrais-
ing efforts around them.

Realizing that this was a real possibility, 
I strongly advocated for Equality Maryland 
to re-tool its mission and use its expertise 
to help launch local organizations in vari-
ous parts of the state. These “Balkanized” 
iterations of Equality Maryland would be in 
the best position to deal with local brush 
fires in schools, businesses, law enforce-
ment and other areas where neighbors 
could have more of an impact than a cen-
tral organization.

It’s something that Equality Maryland 
should still consider if it’s not too late. 
Selling that idea to a public who helped 
financially to secure marriage equality is 
do-able. Unless that happens, Equality 
Maryland as well as all of us will have been 
victims of our own success. t

same-sex marriage became legal in Mas-
sachusetts in 2003. 

Whether or not gay or lesbian individu-
als were partnered, many bought into the 
marriage equality movement, and combined 
with supportive allies, wrote out checks to 
those organizations leading the way. Lo-
cally, that organization had been Equality 
Maryland, which fought hard to push a bill 
through an overwhelmingly Democratic but 
politically timid legislature and an unyield-
ing Governor Ehrlich followed by a vacil-
lating Governor O’Malley who finally threw 
his support for the measure in 2011 after 
advocating for civil unions.

Despite the uphill climb, Equality Mary-
land prevailed, and along with others, suc-
ceeded in persuading the legislature to 
pass the bill, which O’Malley signed into 
law in 2012. Equality Maryland joined other 
groups under the auspices of Marylanders 
for Marriage Equality to defeat a referen-
dum put forth by marriage equality oppo-
nents including Maryland’s Catholic Arch-
diocese. 

Just four days after the historic June 26 
Supreme Court ruling that paved the way 
for the legalization of same-sex marriage 
in all 50 states, the chairs of Equality Mary-
land’s two boards released a statement 
warning of the organization’s potential de-
mise. 

“Funding from individuals and major 
donor sources dropped significantly after 
securing marriage equality,” the statement 
read. “The Board believes passionately 
that Equality Maryland ought to continue 
to play a critical, central role in the coming 
years for our community, but is facing one 
of two possibilities for the future: drastically 
scaling down operations, with a reduced 
capacity to serve its many constituencies 
across the state, or suspending operations 
entirely. 

“Unless and until we secure adequate 
revenue to sustain the organization, the im-
portant services, oversight and advocacy it 
has consistently provided to the Maryland 
LGBT community will cease to be.” 

Carrie Evans, its executive director, had 
been let go because of the financial crisis.

It was always my impression that Equal-
ity Maryland was never awash in cash. The 
organization nearly imploded a few years 

When we first learned that the Hippo 
planned to close later this year, many in 
the community attributed that development 
to a cultural transformation. Gay bars, ac-
cording to these folks, aren’t as important 
as they once were, and with the growing 
acceptance of LGBT people by society as 
a whole, more gay people are finding their 
entertainment and social networking at 

 thinking OUtlOUD

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

straight establishments or online. 
This acceptance, although far from uni-

versal, has always been a goal of LGBT ad-
vocates who do not want to be considered 
second class citizens by the larger straight 
community. In effect, one could point to this 
shift as a success, and if the trend contin-
ues, we could be seeing the end of gay 
bars and similar businesses – the results 
of this success – though I maintain they are 
still needed and have a place in our society. 

One such achievement that is caus-
ing financial problems for LGBT organiza-
tions is marriage equality. For over a de-
cade, same-sex marriage proponents have 
made the quest for marriage equality the 
centerpiece of the movement, which would 
bestow the over 1,100 benefits, rights and 
responsibilities that are conferred upon 
heterosexual married couples. 

While not every gay and lesbian con-
sidered marriage to a same-sex partner 
something they personally coveted, they 
still had that option should such nuptials 
become legal. It was a worthy goal, to be 
sure, and those organizations at the fore-
front of the battles in the state legislatures 
and governors’ offices reaped the benefits 
of this movement that gathered steam after 

Are We 
Victims 

of Our Own 
Success?
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thinking OUtlOUD

Gay Pride is late this year! That means Balti-
more might have Sunday, July 26th all to itself 
on the pride circuit. So, even if you aren’t a 
Baltimorean, that’s okay, you can still join us 
and not miss your town’s gay pride festivities, 
which likely has already occurred. Or if you 
are like me and a past resident of Central 
Florida, you have October to look forward to 
for Ocala and Orlando Pride!

I’ll certainly be at this year’s Balti-
more Pride Festival on Sunday, July 26. 
I’m psyched, because other than attending 
one Baltimore Pride Festival and another at 
Chesapeake as a vendor about eight or nine 
years ago and attending as a guest if I was in 
town, I haven’t really en-
joyed a Baltimore festival 
in many years. 

As you may have 
heard me say, while liv-
ing in Florida this past de-
cade, I did have loads of 
fun running my own ven-
dor booth at two St. Pete 
Prides, an Orlando Pride, 
and a Daytona Beach 
Pride. I am grateful I’ve 
had these opportunities, while reaching out to 
women-who-love-women all over the country, 
which I’ve been doing for 15 years now!

The focus of my work for the past 15 
years has been solely on supporting the 
health and happiness of women in the les-
bian, bisexual, and transgender community. 
I’m now committed to taking a “whatever 
your relationship status is” inclusive ap-
proach. Meaning: whether you are single, 
newly single, asexual, always single, always 
coupled, poly, separated. Whatever, you are 
welcome here. My approach is not a dating 
site, but we are healthy-relationship affirma-
tive. And ultimately, to me “lasting lesbian 
love” is most about loving oneself. Taking 
better care of yourself. Living your purpose. 
Living your best life. We don’t pressure sin-

gles to couple up, if that is not their thing. 
But we also have many long term, happy 
couples in our community who are there to 
support women in creating the relationship 
they desire too!

All of us need to put aside our factions (I 
am reminded of this word as I just watched 
the movie divergent again). After all, we as 
an LGBT community have been seeking 
equality. So we deeply understand what it 
means to be seen as “different” but equal. 
Now, what all of us share in common is that 
we thrive when we are making healthy deci-
sions in our daily lives. I led a couple of fo-
cus groups recently and one of the recurring 
suggestions is that there are plenty of parties 
and drinking events, but not enough in the 
way of health-focused activities. Activities 
centered on topics such as emotional well-
ness/stress management, how to create a 
sustainably happy life, dealing with life’s in-
evitable cycles, and loss and change, physi-
cal health and wellness, how to commu-
nicate better, how to choose a life partner/
wife/relationship that works for you, financial 
prosperity/retirement planning, etc.

So I am all about creating healthy, sub-
stance-free events for lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender women (and our friends) in the 
world. Places to connect more authentically. 
Places to get healthier. Places to have natural 
fun. I’ve been visiting the beach, for example, 
to scout out opportunities. I’ve been looking to 
connect here in the Baltimore area. 

I have lots of great ideas and just 
need to hear from you as to what sorts 
of events and experiences you will at-
tend and support. I’m especially inter-
ested in connecting with other commit-
ted gay-friendly business-owners like 
myself who could help us create such 
events, such as event planners, chefs, 
restaurants, cafes, personal trainers, 
spas, etc. I need your input! 

Here’s the deal – I’ve accepted an 
invitation from baltimore OuTLoud to 

be at their booth to meet and greet on Sun-
day, July 26th. I’ll be there – and I can’t wait 
to meet you. Be sure to stop by our booth, 
meet me and some of our other amazing 
writers.

I’ll have my fish bowl for everyone and 
anyone who stops by and introduces his or 
herself to me – so bring your business card if 
you have one. If not I’ll have tickets for you to 
fill out. I am giving away some complimentary 
coaching and I’ll be following up with you to 
see how I can be of support! t

The name barb elgin is synonymous with 
lesbian health, happiness, and love. For 15 
years now, barb has traveled all over the 
u.S., mexico, and all over the world virtually, 
meeting and connecting lesbians. Her web 
site is Lastinglesbianlove.com.
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Love
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By Stephanie hUnt
Amid the celebration over the Supreme Court’s 
recent decision regarding marriage equality, there 
has also been a wave of criticism from the com-
munity. It’s important to strike a balance between 
criticism and celebration. 

It’s true that marriage equality is empha-
sized over other issues that still need to be 
addressed. However, it’s not out of line to be 
worried that because this passed, other issues 
that impact the LGBT community (like the fact 
that conversion therapy is still legal in most 
states, or that LGBT youth face disproportion-
ate levels of homelessness and substance 
abuse because of the oppression they face, or 
we are as a country still pretty atrocious about 
transgender issues, just to name a few) will be 
swept under the rug and ignored. 

People need to make sure they’re not just 
assuming that everything is fixed because 
people can get married. Compared to mar-
riage equality, the conversation and legislation 
surrounding the other issues that impact us 
has been woefully inadequate.

That said, it’s a mistake to throw people 
who needed this under the bus. During the 
AIDS crisis people were being dangerously 
marginalized from services and legal protec-
tion in their relationships. There were issues 

from visiting their dying partners in the hospi-
tal to having rights to retain property they had 
with their partners. Those afflicted were fatally 
sidelined, and partners of the dying faced evic-
tion due to legal loopholes. Not being able to 
get married has also impacted other marginal-
ized groups, like poor people or immigrants – 
people who have needed access to the legal 
benefits of marriage but who have been sys-
tematically denied these privileges. 

On top of that, the Supreme Court has now 
established the LGBT community as a class 
entitled to legal protection and equal access 
to the same rights and privileges enjoyed by 
the rest of the population. Thanks to this prec-
edent, it will now be easier for members of the 
LGBT community to take issues such as hous-
ing and employment discrimination. What this 
means is that it may be easier going forward 
for the issues that have been sidelined thus far 
to be addressed appropriately.

Bottom line: it’s obviously okay and im-
portant to address other issues in the LGBT 
community and the fact that a lot of them have 
been sidelined because of the mainstream 
centering of marriage equality, but it’s not ad-
visable to do so at the expense of the people 
who needed this to happen. t

Beyond the Marriage Decision
 thinking OUtlOUD

ranging from people 
being prevented 

There are so many different thoughts, 
opinions and feelings associated with the 
horribly, tragic shooting in Charleston, 
S.C., and the 21-year-old man who admit-
ted responsibility for it. Social media are 
still overflowing with questions and com-
ments. Some focus on the theme of a men-
tally-ill person who simply needs “help.” 
Others talk about the killer as a deranged 
man who deserves to be jailed (or worse). 
Needless to say, as I peruse the internet, 
I came across a ton of commentary that 
doesn’t correspond with my own personal 
views, but none more farfetched than that 
of Mr. Erick Erickson, former Fox News 
pundit (go figure). 

Erickson claims, in one of his many 
blog posts that, in essence, by accepting 
transgendered people, liberals are ignor-
ing the “real evil,” and letting mental health 
problems escalate. He dismissed the no-
tion that gun control would prevent deaths 
such as these. He came to his own ridicu-
lous conclusion that, by welcoming and 
understanding our trans-family, which he 
seems to be labeling mentally ill, we are 
somehow responsible for this heinous 
crime and many others like it. “A society 
that looks at a 65-year-old Olympian and 
declares him a her and a new normal,” Er-
ickson declares, “cannot have a conversa-
tion about mental illness or evil because it 
no longer distinguishes normal from crazy 
and evil from good.”

If you’re anything like me, (a rational 
human being) your eyebrows may still be 
scrunched together in confusion. What is 
he really saying? Are all transgendered 
people supposedly mentally ill? And if so 
(in his twisted opinion), when did being 
mentally ill become an evil? Furthermore, 
what the hell does any of this have to do 
with Charleston? Oh I see, we’re just sup-

posed to assume Dylann is mentally ill due 
to the particularly mercilessness nature of 
his crime, right? Okay, but is Dylann him-
self transgendered or does he openly ac-
cept transgendered people? I don’t think 
so… Oh now I get it, it is because we (lib-
erals) are so busy “accepting” evil, mental-
ly ill trans-folk that, we overlooked a poor 
child in desperate need of mental help.

As a rule, I try not to respond to such 
foolishness or nonsense but unfortunately, 
my gut and the 835 shares on his blog post 
tell me that, he isn’t the only poor soul that 
believes the garbage that topples out of his 
mouth. Prime example: he also stated that, 
“American society has a mental illness –
overwhelming narcissism and delusion…” 
I don’t even know where to start with this 
guy. If we (American society) were to disre-
gard or deny our Caitlyn’s right to live her 
life as she sees fit are we not then commit-
ting an evil / injustice against her? She is 
a human being who deserves to be treated 
fairly and equally regardless of sex, race, 
color, religion, or you guessed it, gender! 
Also, as I said before, at this point Erick-
son and many others are just assuming 
that Dylann is mentally ill. Why does he 
get this benefit of the doubt? It is because 
of his skin color? Is it his age? Maybe it 
was his blatant confession to the crime – 
because a person must be “crazy” to admit 
that. Whatever the reason this assumption 
is being made, it’s wrong and unjust to do 
so. He, like many others should have a trial 
before any judgments are made… period. 

you know what I think the problem is? 
Hate. Hate, and people like Erick Erickson. 
People who intentionally make up bogus 
excuses for this type of terrorism; blam-
ing love and acceptance for violence and 
cruelty. These kinds of people plant and 
perpetuate abhorrence in the hearts of our 
society. They purposely muddy the waters 
for their own agendas. Cowards… who un-
fortunately, have a voice which is this case 
was given to him by Fox News. t
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By ChUCk DUnCan
you can almost always count on Pixar to 
give us a great animated film, even when 
parent company Disney blew them out of 
the water with Frozen and Pixar›s own 
forays into cars and Planes sequels were 
met with less than enthusiastic results. 
Many were beginning to wonder if the 
great story development Pixar had become 
famous for, spending years getting a story 
just right before working on a single pixel, 
had fallen by the wayside after the Disney 
acquisition and the focus on sequels. It 
can be argued that Pixar’s last great film 
was 2010’s Toy Story 3.

Pixar is back on the big screen now with 
what on the surface looks like a weird little 
movie called inside Out. It is anything but 
weird, and it’s pure Pixar magic. The story 
is simple enough on the surface: young 
Riley (Kaitlyn Dias) has everything at her 
home in Minnesota -- a loving family, great 
friends, a love of hockey at which she is 
very skilled. But her father (Kyle MacLach-
lan) takes a new job in San Francisco, up-
rooting their lives and all Riley knows and 
loves, but she manages to remain upbeat, 
even when faced with broccoli pizza. Ri-

lively artS // OUT ON SCREEN

ley remains so cheerful because he emo-
tions are controlled by Joy (Amy Poehler), 
who manages all of the emotions in Riley’s 
head (the Headquarters, as it were). Even 
when Fear (Bill Hader), 
Disgust (Mindy Kaling) or 
Anger (Lewis Black, who 
else) barge into a situation, 
Joy manages to bring Riley 
back to her happy place.

Joy, however, has her 
job cut out for her manag-
ing not only the other emo-
tions, but Riley’s memories 
as well. There are core 
memories of family, friends, 
hockey and just being goofy 
that have to be protected 
because they make Riley 
who she is. There are all 
the various memories and 
emotions from the day that 
are stored away, and Joy 
uses the happy memories to cheer Riley 
up when she’s down. But one emotion, 
Sadness (Phyllis Smith), is always in the 
way, just on the edge of making things go 
bad. When it’s discovered that one touch 

Pixar’s Inside Out Shows a Range of Emotions
of Sadness will turn a happy memory blue, 
Joy has to keep Sadness away from the 
core happy memories out of fear that they 
will be permanently transformed. An acci-

dent at Headquarters dumps all of the core 
memories, sending Joy and Sadness on a 
quest through Riley’s vast memory bank to 
retrieve them. But as Riley’s personality 
begins to crumble, getting back to Head-
quarters becomes more and more difficult.

It’s probably cliché already to say in-
side Out runs a gamut of emotions, but the 
movie certainly does make you feel quite 
a few of them. The story, Riley’s story, is 
just so relatable to anyone who has expe-
rienced being a teenager. Even if your life 
hasn’t been uprooted, you can still identify 
with being an outsider at some point and 
going through that teenage angst period of 
life. The writers, Pete Docter, Ronaldo del 
Carmen, Meg LeFauve, and Josh Cooley, 
were obviously working from experience 
when crafting a fine screenplay that never 
gives a false note. Even with some of the 
more slapsticky elements courtesy of Fear 
and Anger (as well as the humorous looks 
inside the heads of Riley’s parents and 
some other characters), you are still fully 
invested in Riley’s story.

It’s not only the beautiful script, but 
the absolutely wonderful performances 
and masterful animation that draws you 
into the story. Amy Poehler is just perfect 
as Joy, radiating sheer enthusiasm for ev-
erything but never once becoming grating, 
which the character could have in other 
hands. As much as you identify with Riley, 
Poehler also makes you identify with Joy 
as she tries to juggle everything, keep-
ing the emotions in check, and then doing 
what she can to give Riley back her per-
sonality. you feel for Joy as she begins to 
experience her own range of emotions as 

she fears they won’t be able to get back to 
Headquarters. Joy is a character you root 
for.

Phyllis Smith is also terrific as Sad-
ness. She’s kind of the 
Eeyore of the story, but 
she has a lot of curiosity 
that gets her into trouble 
even though she doesn’t 
mean any harm. Joy has 
incredible patience with 
her, and Smith’s fine 
voice work makes you 
kind of love Sadness 
as much as you do Joy. 
Hader and Kaling do fine 
work as Fear and Disgust, 
and the role of Anger was 
certainly tailor-made for 
Lewis Black. Anger is 
probably the funniest of 
the group just because of 
the way he will storm into 

any situation just to let loose, and many of 
us can certainly relate to how quickly our 
own tempers can flare up. We just have 
to hope our own Joys will plug in a happy 
memory to calm us down (and not let those 
other characters torture us with a commer-
cial jingle on an endless loop).

inside Out is bright and colorful inside 
Riley’s head, but sticks to a more realistic 
look in the real world. As Joy and Sadness 
journey back to Headquarters, the shortcut 

through Riley’s abstract memory is 
hilariously surreal. 

They also meet Riley’s long-forgotten 
imaginary friend Bing Bong (Richard Kind), 
part cotton candy, part elephant, part dol-
phin who knows a way back to Headquar-
ters, but for all of his silliness will still man-
age to break your heart in probably the 
film’s saddest moment. 

But life is made up of a range of emo-
tions, and Pixar has taken this very com-
plicated concept of what makes us tick and 
transformed it into something marvelous 
for us all to enjoy. t

...happiness 
not among 

them

“It’s not only the 
beautiful script, but the 

absolutely wonderful 
performances and 

masterful animation 
that draws you into the 

story”
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By gregg ShapirO
young, gay, prolific, Canadian filmmaker / 
writer / actor Xavier Dolan is no stranger 
to contentious mother/son relationships in 
his movies. His first film, i Killed my moth-
er, released when he was 20 in 2009, for 
example, set the stage for his new movie, 
the astonishing mommy (Roadside Attrac-
tions). Keep in mind that in between these 
films, he masterfully handled subjects 
ranging from a triad (2010’s Heartbeats) 
to transgender life (2012’s Laurence any-
ways) and terror (2013’s Tom at The Farm).

In mommy, which was overlooked for 
an Oscar nomination, Dolan employs two 
of his favorite actresses, Anne Dorval and 
Suzanne Clément, as neighbors Die and 
Kyla, respectively. Die is the widowed moth-
er of 16-year-old juvenile delinquent Steve 
(Antoine-Olivier Pilon). In a not-too-distant 
future Canada, following the passage of a 
law known as S-14, Die is forced to take 
responsibility for the care of her irrepress-
ible offspring. Unwelcome in schools as 
well as detention centers (where he started 
a fire injuring a fellow teen), Steve comes 
under Die’s ill-equipped supervision.

Intending to 
home-school Steve, 
although she is 
relatively unedu-
cated herself, Die 
encounters a series 
of events that would 
probably topple the 
average mother. 
Her car is totaled 
in an accident, she 
loses her job and 
Steve is increasingly violent and danger-
ous. Enter neighbor Kyla (Clément), a 
schoolteacher on sabbatical following 
a breakdown that has left her a shell of 
her former self. In an unexpected turn of 
events, Steve and Kyla bond (as Steve 
and Die’s relationship unravels), and the 
two wounded souls come to the aid of the 
other.

But, of course, the period of healing is 
short-lived and the downfall is agonizing. 
Dolan has never been more daring and 
enthralling. The alternating dark (hints of 
incest, the uncontrolled self-destruction) 
and light (the unlikely friendship that devel-

ops between the women) 
aspects of the film make 
mommy as disturbing as it 
is entertaining. Even at well 
over two hours, mommy is 
well-worth every minute. 
There are no bonus fea-
tures to speak of on the 
DVD+ Digital edition.

The Green Prince (Mu-
sic Box Films) is a stylized 
doc as taut and suspense-
ful as the best action thrill-
ers. Based on Mosab Has-
san yousef’s memoir Son 

of Hamas, Nadav Schirman’s film recounts 
the process of the recruitment of a Hamas 
leader’s son to Shin Bet, the Israeli secret 
service.

Beginning in 1993 with hope in the air 
with the potential for Middle East peace, 
later shattered by the 1995 assassination 
of yitzhak Rabin, followed by the unravel-
ing of the peace process at the hands of 
Hamas, The Green Prince focuses on the 
“art of recruitment” and how an unlikely 
friendship developed between a recruit 
and his handler.

Mosab’s father, Sheik Hassan yousef, 
a man who dedicated his life to Islam, was 

a top Hamas leader. He viewed Hamas as 
a “movement, a cause, a family business,” 
and was willing to spend many years in 
and out of prison for it. 

Following a teenaged Mosab’s arrest 
for gun possession, Gonen Ben yitzhak, of 
the Shin Bet, becomes his handler. After 
enduring an array of torture techniques, in-
cluding sleep deprivation, Mosab agrees to 
work with Israel, a risky proposition for the 
young man. Of course, such an arrange-
ment leads to countless tense and deadly 
situations, many of which are portrayed 
on-screen. Ultimately, Mosab and Gonen 
form a bond stronger than brotherhood. 

While The Green Prince attempts to 
fairly represent both sides, it is clearly 
slanted towards being a good-versus-evil 
story. There are some powerful moments, 
including when Mosab get emotional as 
he speaks of feeling alone following the 
publication of his book. There is also the 
uncertainty he experienced after relocat-
ing to the U.S. and being threatened with 
deportation, as well as the death sentence 
issued by Hamas. Blu-ray bonus features 
include exclusive archive and interview ex-
tracts, a documentary TV special hosted 
by Ondi Timoner and featuring director 
Schirman, and more. t
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By gregg ShapirO
Sister acts, such as the brilliant trio Haim, 
are a hot commodity. Swedish sister duo 
First Aid Kit – aka Johanna and Klara 
Söderberg – can take their place along-
side Haim as proof positive that sisterhood 
is powerful. Stay Gold (Columbia), First 
Aid Kit’s major label debut, and fourth full-
length disc, is good for what ails you. Ex-
quisite harmonies, intelligent and sensitive 
lyrics, and pleasing acoustic arrangements 
make these ten shimmering and solid mod-
ern folk songs, including standouts such as 
Waitress Song,” “Master Pretender,” “My 
Silver Lining,” “Fleeting One” and “Heaven 
Know,” worth their weight in gold.

Indianapolis-based sister twosome Lily 
& Madeleine -- Lily and Madeleine Jurkie-
wicz – released their self-titled debut on the 
Asthmatic Kitty label. Like First Aid Kit, Lily 
& Madeleine makes good use of harmo-
nies. The arrangements are a little lusher 
on songs such as “Sounds Like Some-
where,” “Disappearing Heart,” “And To-

lively artS // QMUSIC

night,” and the hidden track. The pair isn’t 
also afraid to kick up some country dust on 
“Nothing But Time” and take us to church 
on “I’ve Got Freedom” (it is Asthmatic Kitty, 
after all).

Edgy-electro mixed gender duo Phan-
togram (Josh Carter and Sarah Barthel) 
has made a career of taking recent retro 
influences such as trip hop and psychedelic 
dream pop and updating them for listeners 
in the second decade of the millennium. 
Voices (Barsuk/Republic) is the perfect 
name for Phantogram’s new disc, because 
you won’t be able to get Barthel and Cart-
er’s voices out of your head after hear-
ing the way they insinuate themselves on 
delectable tracks such as “Howling at the 
Moon,” “Fall in Love,” “Never Going Home,” 
“I Don’t Blame you,” “Celebrate Nothing,” 
and “Bill Murray.” 

Beverly, featuring the firepower of 
Frankie Rose (ex-Dum Dum Girls and 
others) and Drew Citron (of Ava Luna), 
combines fuzzy lo-fi instrumentation with 
crystallized honey harmonies on its debut 
full-length careers (Kanine). “Madora,” 
“Honey Do,” “All the Things,” and “Out on 
a Ride,” exemplify Beverly’s girl gang/girl 
group esthetic. Beverly also likes to rev up 
like a chainsaw and do so on “Planet Birth-

12 x 2 day” and the instrumental “Ambular.”
Speaking of Dum Dum Girls, lead DDG 

Dee Dee teams up with Sune Rose Wag-
ner (of The Raveonettes) for Too True (Sub 
Pop). A musical love-letter to 80s new wave/
punk pop, these ten 
timeless songs could 
have been written and 
recorded in 1984 as 
easily as 2014. Flash-
back favorites on the 
disc include “Rimbaud 
Eyes,” “Too True To Be 
Good,” “Little Minx,” 
and “Cult of Love.”

Like Beverly, the 
members of Broken 
Bells have their roots 
in other musical outfits. 
James Mercer is best 
known as a member 
of The Shins, while 
Brian Burton’s work under his pseudonym 
Danger Mouse has established him as an 
in-demand producer and musician. The dy-
namic duo’s first album contained popular 
tunes such as “The High Road” and “The 
Ghost Inside.” At first listen, there isn’t 
anything as instantly pleasurable as those 
aforementioned cuts on after the disco 
(Columbia), but that doesn’t mean it doesn’t 
have its merits. The title track is a dancing 
delight, and “Control,” “Perfect World,” and 
“Medicine” come close to the standard set 
by their predecessors. 

One of the best debut discs of 2014, 
is There anybody Out There? (Epic) by A 
Great Big World, aka Ian Axel, and Chad 
Vaccarino, comes from a musical tradition 
which includes fun Barenaked Ladies and 
Ben Folds Five, among others. Vaguely 
theatrical and entertaining, the 13 songs 
on A Great Big World’s first full-length disc 
run the gamut from heartbreakingly seri-
ous, such as “Say Something” (represented 
here by two versions, including one fea-
turing Christina Aguilera), “I Don’t Wanna 

Love Somebody Else” and “Already Home,” 
to giddy pop confections such as “I Really 
Want It,” “Rockstar,” “Land of Opportunity,” 
“This is the New year” and especially the 
marvelous “Everyone is Gay.” 

NyC’s Cults, a.k.a. 
Brian Oblivion and Mad-
eline Follin, didn’t let 
much time go by be-
tween the release of its 
debut album and the 
follow-up Static (Co-
lumbia). Maintaining the 
“girl group” energy of 
the previous disc, Static 
also aims for a more 
contemporary sound. 
This comes through 
particularly on “Were 
Before,” “High Road,” 
“Keep your Head Up,” 
“So Far” and “No Hope.” 

Josh Ocean and Eric Mendelsohn of 
Ghost Beach sound as if they’ve been 
immersed in an 80s pop crash course in 
preparation for writing and recording their 
debut album blonde (Nettwerk). Songs 
such as “On My Side” and “Every Time We 
Touch” deserve to be haunting dance floors 
throughout the summer and into the fall. 

Keeping with the ghost theme, Caught 
A Ghost comes across as an act in the tra-
dition of Fitz & The Tantrums on its debut 
album Human Nature (+1). Putting more B 
into their R&B, Caught A Ghost sounds in-
tent on scaring up a following for its style of 
updated retro R&B.

Galore (Sub Pop) is a fitting title for 
the debut album by British duo Thumpers, 
aka John Hamson Jr. and Marcus Pepper-
ell, because they have talent galore and 
there is abundant musical variety on the 
disc. Just listen to “Unkinder (A Tougher 
Love),” “Tame,” “Come On Strong,” “Sound 
of Screams,” “Roller,” and “Together Now,” 
for examples of what Thumpers serves up 
on this sonic smorgasbord. t

First 
aid kit
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loss leads to dramatic encoun-
ters, as everyone knows a 
big secret about her marriage 
leading to many uncomfort-
able interactions. 

With so many exciting sub-
plots I’ve developed affection, 
disdain, and a connection with 
this group of friends which 
makes the books hard to put 
down. It is now possible to see 
who I really like, who I want 
to end up in happy relation-
ships and who drives me crazy 
watching villains emerge. I will 
admit there are a few charac-
ters that make me continually 

roll my eyes wondering what they will do 
next – I’m looking at you, Derek Mancini. 
This season I was surprised to find my-
self cheering for Justin Mancini and Gino 
Ciancio’s relationship looking forward to 
what happens when their families find out. 
My heart also went out to Jesse as made 
some stupid decisions trying to make ev-
eryone happy finding ultimate confusion as 
the identity of his father was revealed. 

As I started reading each closing chap-
ter I realized I had the same feelings of 
mixed excitement and the apprehension 
I feel as I’m closing another Netflix binge 
marathon. While I am stoked to be finished 
with the book I now have more questions 
and the withdrawals have started as I wait 
for another season of my addiction. boys-
town Season 3 was bigger and more bold 
than the first two volumes, and the series 
has me hooked. The last page was the ul-
timate season finale leaving me with more 
questions than a “Revenge” season closer. 
Now I am left waiting for the release of the 
next season so I can get the answers and I 
am sure start a new rollercoaster of fun. t

By Megan SanDwiCk
My anticipation to read 
boystown Season 3 by 
Jake Biondi was sur-
passed by the twists turns 
and constant surprises 
found throughout the book. 
This is a series where 
Jake Biondi is willing to 
take risks with characters 
in the choices they make 
that you may not always 
appreciate. But the result 
is a book you don’t want to 
put down for waiting to see 
what happens next. I seri-
ously found myself saying, 
“No way!” out loud when the plot took us to 
a surprising scene at a convent in Rome.

As the third installment of the boys-
town saga, this book continues to be a 
mental escape. you get lost in the lives of 
the very hot characters, who spend a lot of 
time in the gym and around their Chicago 
neighborhood. Thankfully, the story picks 
up right where Season 2 left off, so ques-
tions of who survived the car explosion, 
what happens with Ben and Jesse in the 
hotel room, what is going to happen now 
that Joyelle Mancini saw the video of her 
husband proclaiming his love to Cole are 
quickly answered. If you have not read the 
first two seasons, read them first!

Entering the third season of boystown 
we see the fatal emergence of a passion-
ate family rivalry between the Mancinis 
and Ciancios, the desired revenge of Ra-
chel Carlson for the death of her brother, 
and the question of what will Jacqueline do 
knowing her husband / father of her child 
had an affair with her son before they were 
married. The after effects of the car crash 
and Joyelle Mancini’s ensuing memory 
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talking about both a physical closeness need 
and a social dependence issue. What may un-
derlie this need may be shyness, introversion, 
or family habits. Regardless of the reason, if 
Mary is more independent, socially extraverted 
and likes to “work” the room, then you have 
a conflict. Each feels pressured, and the only 
way to resolve this is of course, being able to 
discuss it and then find some sort of compro-
mise to lessen the stress of the pressure. 

Amidst this process of finding a compro-
mise between two differing levels of indepen-
dence, what determines the balance is each 
person’s sense of self. you have to be in touch 
with your own self, that which you have seen 
in the mirror every day, before you merge with 
another in a healthy way. Although there is 
definitely an unconscious, we can make much 
headway in deciphering that by looking inside 
and understanding what makes us tick. 

Besides emotional and social indepen-
dence, there is the matter of financial inde-
pendence. Our culture is overrun by the value 
of money and what it means in our lives. It is 
important to have a sense of financial contri-
bution in a relationship. There are conflicting 
views on what total dependence by one on an-
other may mean. I think it is possible to reach a 
healthy balance so there is a sense of security 
in the relationship, but this is a tough subject 
to tackle. For a lot of people, money equals 
power, and then we are into murky waters.

What are some practical ways of maintain-
ing healthy independence in a relationship? 
It is okay to have your own interests and to 
spend some time away from each other. If he 
likes tennis and you prefer video games, let 
him go and play while you enjoy your own hob-
by. Have some separate goals. A sense of ac-
complishment is crucial to the human psyche. 
In reaching a compromise, stand firm with your 
own values and views. It is possible to be sup-
portive without giving up your standards. Most 
importantly, agree to disagree without taking 
the disagreement personally. We can relate to 
and understand another’s views without giving 
up ours and settling. t

Celebrating Independence Day, I thought 
about what this concept of independence 
means within the context of relationships. Hu-
man beings differ in the degree of indepen-
dence and “space” they need. In fact, there 
are cultural differences even in the physical 
distance people need. Scandinavian people 
seem to want a bit more space than Mediterra-
nean people do, for instance. These are gen-
eralizations but I do believe that there is truth 
to them. When it comes to one-on-one interac-
tion, what do you expect? Do you want to be 
in frequent touch with your partner during the 
day, texting, e-mailing, calling? Do you want to 
check with him/her for each plan and activity? 
Or are you more at ease with getting together 
at the end of the day?Would you commit to 
some weekend activity without checking with 
your partner?

There is no right or wrong on this issue, 
meaning whether one wants more or less 
space cannot be put on a judgment scale. It is 
the end result of upbringing, temperament and 
personality. Where it gets complicated is when 
you have two people with differing needs in a 
relationship and each wants to stick to their 
way of being. It is important to also recognize 
that there are many aspects to the concept 
of independence or space. If at a party, Jane 
wants Mary to stay by her, hold her hand or 
keep her arm around her shoulder, we are 
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Another factor to consider is how ener-
getic frequency works with certain aspects 
of the human body. It was scientifically 
proven by Dr. Royal Rife in the 1930s that 
cancer cells were destroyed by the use of 
vibrational frequency and light within the 
violet area of the light spectrum. Light with-
in the color spectrum resonates at frequen-
cies which can help to destroy viral and 
bacterial activity without harming healthy 
tissues. These same frequencies, which 
operate at different levels of light, can also 
help to repair cells, tissues, nerves and 
other parts of the body.

During red-light therapy, a burst of en-
ergy is sent to the body, triggering a re-
sponse at the cellular level to repair any 
damage and begin the healing process 
basically from the inside out. Though the 
infrared light does not penetrate to deeper 
levels of human tissue, red-light therapy, 
as mentioned, helps to promote surface 
healing and can diminish the appearance 
of noticeable traits such as acne, age 
spots, sun damage, and some fine lines 
and wrinkles. 

The cost for red-light therapy varies 
depending upon location. Typically there is 
a one- to three-month commitment to be-
gin to see desired results. Though this may 
seem like a lengthy time to see long-term 
results, it is one of the best non-invasive 
treatments available. Many individuals 
have reported seeing changes within the 
first week of their therapy sessions. Other 
factors to consider for this kind of treat-
ment include your skin condition and the 
damage that has accumulated in your body 
over the past years. Because of these 
types of factors, longer sessions may be 
required.

If you are into the beautification pro-
cess, red-light therapy technology is rec-
ommended as a naturally safe and effec-
tive protocol. This method is not only good 
for its healing method, it can enhance 
overall general health as well. t

michael Lausterer is a certified clini-
cal essential Oil Therapist, professional 
chef, clinical Nutritionist and co-owner of 
basic earth essentials. For more informa-
tion please visit basicearthessentials.com

There are a plethora of anti-aging products 
on the market today. Creams, lotions, and 
expensive surgeries have led the forefront 
in trying to help an individual maintain a 
more youthful look, but sometimes with 
less than desirable results. Invasive sur-
gery can leave a person in extreme pain 
and sometimes debilitated for long periods 
of time. Let’s face it -- people want to look 
and feel younger. Though diet, exercise, 
and genetics play an important role in how 
we age as individuals, there is a less intru-
sive way to help the body maintain a youth-
ful appearance with the simple use of light.

Red-light therapy is becoming popular 
as a safe and effective way to “slow” down 
the aging process. This type of technology 
is currently offered in salons and as part 
of gym membership packages, although a 
system can be purchased for the home at 
a rather high price. The system uses infra-
red lights as the main feature, which have 
been known to provide therapeutic ben-
efits to the body. 

Unlike tanning beds, which use harmful 
UV rays, red-light therapy takes advantage 
of infrared lighting. The infrared lights can 
easily penetrate the skin and work effec-
tively in repairing damaged nerves and tis-
sues under the skin without unnecessary 
plastic surgery. This method has shown to 
be highly effective and can change your 
skin’s appearance while greatly diminish-
ing blemishes and scarring on the skin’s 
surface. Red-light therapy is also some-

thing to consider if you are prone to acne 
breakouts, as it helps to reduce acne in-
flammation in order to promote healing.  

red-light therapy in action

“Unlike tanning beds, 
which use harmful UV 
rays, red-light therapy 

takes advantage of 
infrared lighting.”
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Marriage 
Equality Rules
from Sea to 

Shining Sea

The Law
Lee Carpenter

& You

When James Obergefell and John Arthur de-
cided to get married, there was a palpable 
sense of urgency. John was suffering from Lou 
Gehrig’s disease, and his prognosis wasn’t 
good. If they were going to exchange wedding 
bands before John died, they needed to act 
fast. 

The year was 2013, and the U.S. Supreme 
Court had just ruled in united States v. Windsor 
that the federal government had to recognize 
same-sex marriages approved by the states. 
But their home state of Ohio had banned gay 

marriage almost a decade earlier. Despite the 
seriousness of John’s illness, they would have 
to travel to one of the few states where same-
sex marriage was legal in order to get married. 

They chose Maryland. 
In a medical-transport jet paid for by the 

couple’s friends, James and John landed 
on the tarmac at BWI and exchanged vows. 
When John died a few months later, Ohio re-
fused to name James as the surviving spouse 
on John’s death certificate. 

James sued to require the state to recog-
nize their union and won, but he also accom-
plished more than that. The name Obergefell 
is now synonymous with the Supreme Court 
case that legalized same-sex marriage all 
across America. 

Gay marriage has been legal in Maryland 
since January 1, 2013. When the Supreme 
Court ruled in Windsor later that year, Mary-
land’s same-sex spouses gained full recog-
nition of their unions at the state and federal 
level. So what does Obergefell mean for Mary-
land’s LGBT community?

1) Unrestricted travel – Married gay and 
lesbian couples will have their unions recog-
nized in all 50 states. As a result, they can 
travel with a greater sense of freedom and can 
relocate to another state knowing that their 
unions will remain valid. 

Whether two people are married or not, 
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they should travel with “advance directives” 
that name each other as their health-care 
agents. These documents can be vital if either 
partner needs medical care while away from 
home. 

2) tax implications. Regardless of the 
state they live in, married couples must indi-
cate their marital status on their federal tax re-
turns. Many couples will see 
their taxes decrease, but 
some high-earning couples 
with similar incomes may 
pay more under the “mar-
riage penalty.”

Married gay and lesbian 
couples can name each 
other as the primary benefi-
ciaries of their 401(k)s and 
IRAs. Upon the death of the 
account owner, the surviving spouse will re-
ceive preferential tax treatment for the account 
assets.

3) Federal benefits – Marriage confers 
a long list of government benefits, which are 
now available to same-sex spouses regard-
less of where they live. These include the right 
to take unpaid leave if the other spouse or a 
family member is sick, to receive coverage un-
der a spouse’s health insurance, and to enjoy 
Medicare benefits. Married couples are also 
entitled to Social Security payments when one 

spouse retires, becomes disabled, or dies.
4) estate-planning advantages – Same-

sex spouses should be sure to update their 
wills, powers of attorney, and advance direc-
tives to reflect their new marital status. Cou-
ples can also title their real estate “as tenants 
by the entirety,” even for property outside of 
Maryland. This form of ownership is reserved 

to married couples and 
helps protect the property 
from certain types of credi-
tors. 

In Maryland, married 
couples avoid the state’s 
10% inheritance tax, which 
applies to any bequest 
left to someone who isn’t 
a spouse or close fam-
ily member. A bequest to a 

surviving spouse anywhere in the country now 
also avoids the federal estate tax. 

Maryland was among the first states to se-
cure the benefits of marriage for its gay and 
lesbian citizens. Thanks to James Obergefell, 
we can now enjoy these benefits anywhere in 
America. t

Lee carpenter (410-576-4729 or lcarpen-
ter@semmes.com) is an associate attorney 
at the law firm Semmes, Bowen & Semmes 
(mdlgbtestateplanning.com). This article offers 
general info, not specific legal advice.
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As I sit here thinking about what to write for 
this article and what tech questions people 
my ask I started to think about how many 
spam messages I get and home many 
times we received malicious e-mails where 
I work with attachments. What are some 
safeguards you can take to make sure you 
protect yourself from potentially harmful e-
mails?

First and foremost, if an e-mail seems 
suspicious then the best thing you can do 
is delete it immediately before you even 
open it. This will immediately remove any 
potential threat that could result.

Unfortunately most times we aren’t so 
lucky, and even though the e-mail may 
seem suspicious, we open it. There are still 
some safeguards you can take to prevent 
your computer from being infected with a 

Fight Malicious 
E-mails

virus, or even worse, having any personal 
information stolen.

First if there are any attachments, don’t 
download or click on them. Even if the at-
tachment looks like it may be something 
worth downloading, most likely it isn’t. 
The easiest way to infect your computer is 
opening up an attachment from an e-mail 
containing a virus. If you recognize the 
sender’s name, you also have the option of 
confirming the attachment with the sender, 
trying to make sure it isn’t malicious.

Finally if there are any links within the 
e-mail, don’t click. Not only could these 
links take you to malicious websites that 
could potentially infect your computer, but 
also there are malicious e-mails that will 
look like one from your bank or some other 
business requesting information. The links 
contained within these e-mails will take 
you to a site, which impersonates a valid-
looking site, and typically will request that 
you enter in any personal information. 

Hopefully some of these tips will help 
you protect your computer in the future. 
Also make sure that you have up-to-date 
virus protection on your computer to catch 
any viruses that may try to infect your ma-
chine. t

e-mail me your questions at outloud-
tech@gmail.com.

Tech
David Sugar

Talk
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able to follow guidelines around age and 
work hours allowed. The second question 
is more obvious, as it is not advisable for 
minors to serve alcohol.

As for race, this question must never 
be asked during an interview, and there re-
ally isn’t a more polite way to obtain this 
information. I cannot even think of a situ-
ation in the business environment where 
this question can be relevant. And let’s 
face it, even when you meet the candidate 
in-person, it is often times impossible to 
know a candidate’s race at first glance. My 
own children are two examples of a biracial 
mix, and when completing a job applica-
tion, they are often conflicted as to consid-
er themselves Caucasian or Hispanic? For 
purposes of reporting, especially affirma-

tive-action reporting, lots 
of larger organizations will 
ask applicants to complete 
a questionnaire that will in-
dicate race, amongst other 
demographic information.

Marital status is another 
area of concern during inter-

views. The list of non-permissible questions 
include not only “What is your marital sta-
tus?” but also “With whom do you live?” “Do 
you plan to have a family?” “How many chil-
dren do you have?” “Do you have health-
care coverage from your spouse?” Again, 
perhaps the interviewer is just attempting 
to ease the candidate into polite conversa-
tion to release the tension, but these ques-
tions are sand traps not to be stepped into. 
There are questions that can be asked to 
obtain necessary information to determine 
fit for the job: “Would you be willing to relo-
cate if necessary?” “Would you be willing to 
travel as needed for the job?” “Would you 
be able and willing to work overtime if nec-
essary?” “Is your current name all that we 
need to check on your work history?” It is 
important to remember that if you ask one 
candidate any of these questions, male or 
female, then all candidates should be asked 
the same questions. This is about fairness 
and equal chance.

This doesn’t exhaust the subject, but 
as a rule of thumb, remember that whatev-
er type of interview is used, the interviewer 
should ask questions that are nondiscrimi-
natory and always job-related. If the ques-
tion is not job-related, then don’t ask it. 
There is always opportunity for a candidate 
to misconstrue the intent of any question, 
and why leave it up to chance? t

Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger

It seems these days there is heightened 
sensitivity as it relates to discuss-
ing race, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, etc. As such, I thought it a 
good time to review some areas of 
candidate inquiry that require an 
extra measure of diplomacy on the 
part of the HR professional and 
hiring managers. I’ll discuss how 
to appropriately frame interview questions 
in order to ensure compliance with federal 
law. Although asked with no malicious in-
tent, candidates could perceive discrimina-
tion, and wonder why certain questions are 
being asked of them.

It’s completely inappropriate to ask 
questions such as “Are you a U.S. citizen?” 
“Where were your parents born?” “What is 
your native language?” and one of my fa-
vorites, “What is the derivation of your last 
name?” These are all questions that can 
get you into hot water for breach of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which disallows 
discrimination based on national origin or 
citizenship. Permissible questions in this 
area of inquiry could be worded, “Are you 
authorized to work in the U.S.?” or “What 
languages do you read / speak / write flu-
ently?” Even this last question would only 
be suitable if there a language requirement 
for the job.

It goes without saying that asking 
someone’s age or year they graduated 
high school is never permissible. Believe 
it or not, in America, an older worker is de-
fined as anyone over 40. There is a law 
on the books called the Age Discrimination 
in Employment Act of 1967 that outlaws 
age discrimination in this county. Asking 
the wrong question in this category could 
lead to a lawsuit, and the employer is on 
the hook to prove such discrimination does 
not exist. There are only two more suitable 
questions that come to mind as they relate 
to age, “Are you over 18?” and/or “Are you 
old enough to serve alcohol?” The first 
question is permissible so employers are 

Framing 
Interview 
Questions...

yOUr MOney

...Without 
framing 
yourself!
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Miss Shirley’s Cafe
513 West cold Spring Lane, baltimore
410-889-5752
missshirleys.com

By riCharD Finger
Our visit to Miss Shirley’s began with a 
lazy weekend morning and a hankering for 
pancakes. It had been a long while since 
our last visit to Miss Shirley’s, and on this 
rainy Sunday, we decided to take the short 
drive over to the Roland Park location. 
Lucky for us, we located a parking spot 
not too far away from the restaurant. The 
rain was coming down heavily at this point, 
so this was definitely appreciated. Despite 
the rain, we still had to wait about ten min-
utes for a table. I’d imagine if the weather 
was nicer, our wait would have been even 
longer, but this is the sacrifice one must 
make for pancakes. 

We were finally escorted to 
a table in the back dining room, 
which was filled to capacity. Miss 
Shirley’s is famous for its morning 
drinks. Among them is the Spicy 
Shirley ($9.99), Shirley’s ver-
sion of a Bloody Mary, with Deep 
Eddy citrus vodka, garnished 
with green tomato slice, pickled 
okra, peppers, jalapeno, pap-
padew, green olive, lemon and 
lime wedges, and topped off with 
Old Bay rum. Another favorite is 
the Southern Ruby Crush ($7.99), 
with Deep Eddy ruby-red vodka, 
triple sec, a splash of club soda, 
and fresh-squeezed grapefruit 
juice with pulp, garnished with a 
grapefruit slice and mint, topped 
with a raw sugar salt rim. There are quite 
a few signature drinks, but I decided on a 
freshly-brewed cup of coffee ($2.99, with 
endless refills). While the coffee was per-
fectly roasted, it was served, to me, luke-
warm at best. However, subsequent refills 
were served at the desired hot tempera-
ture I prefer.

As expected, Miss Shirley’s offers a 
wide variety of menu items for any meal of 
the day, but we were there for breakfast, 
so homed in on this selection. Surprising-
ly, we were unable to locate a breakfast 
meal that included pancakes, so from the 
House Specialties options, we ordered the 

Two Farm Fresh Eggs Any Style ($11.99), 
which comes with one meat: Applewood 
Smoked Bacon, Turkey or Andouille Sau-
sage, Scrapple, or Smoked Ham; choice 
of Stone Ground Grits, with Diced Bacon, 
or Shredded Potato & Onion Hash Browns, 
and a House-Made Biscuit. While Nick had 
the eggs over easy and the bacon and hash 
browns, I had my eggs scrambled, with 
ham and grits. We both ordered a short 
stack of pancakes as well. It goes without 
saying that the portions were larger than 
life. The eggs were cooked as ordered, 
served warm. The ham was as expected 
as well. For me, the grits were served with 
too much cheese, which I did not expect 
based on the description in the menu. 
Admittedly, I was a tad disappointed with 
this aspect, though, the pancakes, which 
really was the main purpose of our visit, 
surpassed my expectations, and along 
with the warm maple syrup, more than 
made up for unsatisfactory grits. It should 
be noted that Nick completely enjoyed his 
meal, and next time, I’m definitely in for the 
hash browns, which looked like a far better 
choice.

As stated earlier, Miss Shirley’s offers 
menu options that will fit any appetite and 
taste. With three locations -- Roland Park, 

Inner Harbor, and Annapolis -- you really 
should find a location nearby and give it a 
shot. Miss Shirley’s has been in business 
for over ten years, originally starting as 
a 42-seat restaurant in Roland Park, and 
has grown over time, and gained nation-
al attention with reviews in the New York 
Times and the boston Globe, among other 
nationally-renowned newspapers. I re-
cently read that Miss Shirley’s name was 
inspired by the owner’s (Eddie Dopkin) 
former employee and friend, Miss Shirley 
McDowell, who was well-known for her 
sass and love for cooking. This spirit most 
definitely lives on. t

Dining OUt

Finger’s
Food

Miss 
Shirley’s
Cafe
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“There is much talk in 
the film about setting 
limits and spelling out 
what the submission 
agrees to do and not 

do in a contract. (Anal 
fisting is out.) This is a 
necessary conversation 

to have prior to 
jumping into a scene.”

tial to know where the keys or scissors 
are kept in case there is an emergency or 
panic situation. 

Christian also teaches Anastasia (and 
the audience) about safe words. The 
leather credo is: safe, sane, and consen-
sual – and the submissive should not be 
subject to something that is not wanted or 
at a greater degree than what is wanted. 
“Ouch!” or “Stop!” are not safe words. 
(There is always that old joke: “Don’t! … 
Stop! … Don’t stop!”) 

A safe word should be something that 
the submissive would not normally say. In 
the film, “yellow” is suggested when close 
to pain limits, and “red” is used to com-
municate that the submissive has had 
enough. 

There is also much talk in the film 
about setting limits and spelling out what 
the submission agrees to do and not do 
in a contract. (Anal fisting is out.) This is 
a necessary conversation to have prior to 
jumping into a scene. 

Honesty is important in any relation-
ship. (I love hot wax but I draw the line at 
an Adam Sandler movie!) It need not be 
written down but there are websites with 
sample slave contracts. The act of signing 
the contract itself can be very erotic. 

Anastasia is also surprised to learn that 
before becoming a dominant Christian was 
a submissive. This is not that unusual. Be-
fore driving a car I rode in a lot of them. 
Many believe that the best dominants start 
their leather journey as a submissive. After 
all, it is not easy cooking a great steak if 
you’ve never tasted one. 

Although the concept of “head space” 
is not discussed, when asked how he felt 
as a submissive Christian states, “By giv-
ing up control I felt free: from responsibil-
ity, from making decisions. I felt safe.” In 

Looking Through 
the Shades

It was bound to happen, but I really cannot 
write a column called “Leather Line” and 
not address the box office-breaking movie 
Fifty Shade of Grey. Based on the novel by 
British author E.L. James this film has tak-
en in over $569 million worldwide since it 
opened on February 13, 2015. I came late 
and waited until it was available on DVD on 
May 8, 2015. As someone who is all about 
leather and BDSM, I must add my voice to 
the discussion of this film. 

On the bright side, the movie and best-
selling books have brought BDSM and 
dominant and submissive relationships out 
of the dark and into the mainstream. Crit-
ics have argued that the relationship de-
picted in the movie between Christian Grey 
and Anastasia Steele borders on abuse. If 
nothing else it starts a discussion and has 
also piqued lots of interest in kink which 
has led to many folks giving BDSM a try. 
Looking at the movie as an introduction to 
BDSM, I was struck by the following bits of 
information. 

Although never explained in the film, 
“gray” in the hanky code is the color for 
bondage, so how fitting that the lead char-
acter is named Christian Grey. There is 
a scene during which Christian removes 
Anastasia’s gray panties and sticks them 
in his left rear pocket which would mean 
bondage top. (I’m sure many in the the-
ater didn’t catch that part.) In fact many 
elements of the story reminded me of 

the classic gay S&M 
novel mr. benson by 
John Preston, during 
which a wealthy dom-
inate who also lives 
in a penthouse takes 
a young man on an 
erotic journey of love 
and pain. 

The first lesson 
in the film is about 
shopping. (Are you 
sure this isn’t based 
on a gay novel?) 
Super-rich Christian 
skips the fancy fetish 
boutique and goes 
straight to a hard-
ware story to pur-
chase his cable ties, 
masking tape, and 
rope. It is always in-
teresting to visit the leather mart at many 
leather events and see the high prices for 
D-rings, rope, and other basic items. Sure 
the high-end leather stores have wonderful 
stuff, but these same items are available 
for much less at Home Depot. 

Haven’t been to Home Depot lately? 
Not a problem. When Mr. Grey first ties An-
astasia’s hands he resorts to everyone’s 
favorite go-to item, a necktie. Earlier in the 
film he is shown selecting a necktie from a 
large assortment of gray ties (There must 
have been over 50 different shades – oh 
wait!) in a huge walk-in closet the likes of 
which I haven’t seen since the Sex in the 
city movie. Many leather folks first started 
enjoying bondage by playing with neckties. 
I grew up in Hagerstown and let me tell you 
– those clip-ons don’t work well! 

Mr. Grey is very meticulous and very 
organized and this also translates to his 
playroom. There is a place for everything 
and everything is in its place. It is impor-
tant during a BDSM scene to be organized. 
Nothing kills the mood faster than being 
unable to find the cuffs. Plus it is essen-

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

a proper BDSM relationship the 
submissive does not just receive 
pain, he must also receive plea-
sure. 

Fifty Shades of Grey has 
sparked a lot of interest in BDSM, 
but unfortunately it is not a train-
ing film. Injuries from bondage, 
flogging, and sex-toy use have 
spiked since the books and film 
came out. If you are seriously in-
terested in BDSM, attend some 
training classes or workshops 
first. Once you are ready to take 
a walk on the dark side make 
sure you close the shades. 

not all fun & games – In 
March I wrote about all the fun 
I had at the annual Bears, Bik-
ers & Mayhem weekend in Get-
tysburg. I had a blast seeing old 
friends, dancing, laughing at the 

comedian, and taking in the many cock-
tail parties. But there is another side to 
the leather community. One that doesn’t 
get enough attention: fundraising. Re-
cently B.B. & M. producers Greg King and 
Charles King presented some of the money 
raised to area charities. This year’s event 

was such a success that they were able 
to present $2,500 to the GLCCB, $2,000 
to the Leather Heart Foundation, $2,500 to 
Chase Brexton Health Care for their LGBT 
aging program, and $1,500 to CLAW chari-
ties. That is $8,500 and they still have over 
$10,000 yet to give out! 

Also in related news: Mr. Mayhem Leath-
er 2015 Dan Barnett has stepped down due 
to personal reasons. First runner-up Kevin 
Michael has stepped up and is the new Mr. 
Mayhem Leather 2015. Kevin has hit the 
ground running and walked in the recent 
New york City Pride Parade. Kevin is already 
looking forward to representing the B.B. & M. 
organization as a contestant in January’s Mr. 
Mid-Atlantic Leather 2016 Contest. t

in 50 Shades of Grey, ‘red’ is used to communicate 
that the submissive has had enough
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