
 Another Year, Another 
Mixed Bag from Annapolis
The just completed 2009 General Assembly pro-
duced a mixture of victories and setbacks. On the 
positive side, the House of Delegates and Senate 
agreed on legislation to exempt individuals from 
the inheritance tax paid on primary residences 
after the death of a domestic partner. The Sen-
ate passed legislation exempting only same-sex 
domestic partners from the tax. The House later 
amended the legislation to exempt both same-sex 
and opposite-sex couples, then passed the mea-
sure 94-38.
 The legislation now heads to the Governor 
for his signature, who has indicated he will sign 
the measure into law. Lead sponsors Sens. Jim 
Robey (D-Howard County) and Rich Madaleno 
(D-Montgomery County) and Del. Sheila Hixson 
(D-Montgomery County) should be commended 
for their stewardship of the legislation. The new 
law will apply to primary residences that are held 
in joint tenancy, and will take effect this summer.
 Gov. O’Malley’s proposal to extend healthcare 
and other benefits to state employees’ domestic 
partners and dependent children was approved by 
the General Assembly. Equality Maryland worked 
vigorously to ensure that that these benefits re-
mained in the fiscal year 2010 budget.
 There was, however, extreme disappointment 
in that Democratic leaders in Annapolis refused 
to take up legislation that would ban discrimina-
tion against transgender individuals in housing 
and employment. House Health and Government 
Operations Committee Chair Pete Hammen (D-
Baltimore City) refused to bring the bill for a vote 
before the Senate acted, citing the defeat of the 
measure in the Senate in previous years.
 Despite efforts by the bill sponsors and Equal-
ity Maryland to address any and all concerns cited 
by legislators, Senate Judicial Proceedings Com-
mittee Chair Brian Frosh (D-Montgomery County) 
repeatedly allowed committee members to post-
pone an up-or-down vote on the legislation, even 
though he solely had the power to allow such a 
vote. The delay tactics guaranteed that the mea-
sure could not reach the Senate floor. The bill died 
due to inaction at the end of session. (See inter-
view with Dan Furmansky, which shed further light 
on the bill’s failure.)
 The marriage equality bill also died as a re-
sult of inaction. The Senate Judicial Proceedings 
Committee is unfortunately a veritable grave-
yard for bills dealing with relationship recognition 
for same-sex couples. This is one reason why 
Equality Maryland has consistently worked with 
legislators to craft legislation that grant rights to 
same-sex couples which will be assigned to other 
committees, like the inheritance tax legislation.

-- continued on page 39
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outspoken

The Legislature’s Trans-gression
The General Assembly shamefully failed to act on transgender protections.

By Steve Charing

The just conclud-
ed 2009 Maryland 
General Assembly 
grappled with a slew 
of thorny issues. 
Lawmakers faced 

contentious debates on such matters as 
the death penalty, saving the Preakness, 
public utilities, the state’s precarious fis-
cal situation and many more. They even 
managed to squeeze in the passage of 
speed cameras “near” school zones and 
construction sites during the 90-day leg-
islative session.
 But a bill to outlaw discrimination in 
employment and housing on the basis of 
gender identity and expression never saw 
the light of day. As was the case last year, 
it died in committee.
 Despite placing a high priority on this 
important piece of legislation by Equality 
Maryland—the state’s principal lgbt ad-
vocacy organization—and the multi-fac-
eted strategy it employed to make this bill 
advance and succeed, it appeared that it 
was doomed from the outset.
 Equality Maryland laid much of the 
blame for the failure of the measure on 
Senator Brian Frosh (D-Montgomery 
County), the liberal chairman of the Sen-
ate Judicial Proceedings Committee for 
not allowing the bill to come up for a vote 
when he had the power to do so.
 Does Sen. Frosh truly believe that 
transgendered individuals should be dis-
criminated against? I doubt it. Moreover, 
a transgender anti-discrimination bill had 
passed in his own Montgomery County.
 But the way Senate politics are 
played, legislators who have aspirations 
for rising to leadership positions generally 
have to tow the line. And when the current 
Senate president, Thomas V. “Mike” Mill-
er—the longest serving leader of a state 
legislature in the nation and hence one of 
the true powerful forces—does not want a 
bill to come to the floor for a vote, a would-
be successor not only must tow the line, 
he most certainly cannot cross it.
 Political observers theorized that 
Brian Frosh may have eschewed an up-
and-down vote in committee for that very 
reason.

 People are still uncomfortable 
about transgendered individuals. 
Accordingly, many politicians are 
as well. Trans-issues are not as 
easy to explain to folks in the way 
that being gay or lesbian can be 
explained, although there remains 
an incredible amount of education 
needed on that front.
 The arguments surrounding 
transgender protections render the 
issue contentious, and according 
to Dan Furmansky, former Equality 
Maryland executive director who 
was a legislative consultant dur-
ing the session, “Key Democratic 
leaders view it as a political issue 
too hot to handle rather than an 
opportunity to address pervasive 
bias against a group of individuals 
who truly need anti-discrimination 
protections.”
 To be sure, Republican com-
mittee members tried to attach 
dubious amendments to the bill 
and Sen. Frosh claimed he was waiting 
for the House of Delegates to act first. 
Furthermore, “public accommodations” 
was stripped from the original bill to make 
it more palatable to waffling legislators. 
But this was pure gamesmanship, and the 
never-ending pursuit of political cover in 
the absence of courage won out at the fi-
nal bell.
 In my interview with Dan Furmansky 
in this issue, he noted that “Sen. Presi-
dent Miller is generally known as Demo-
cratic Party-power focused, not issue 
focused… He is concerned about what 
is politically palatable for the Democratic 
Party…I think [pro-lgbt] advancements 
are possible during his tenure if he be-
lieves it is ‘time.’”
 But when will that be, if at all?
 The time was clearly not now, as 
Mike Miller did not want to bring this is-
sue for a vote primarily because of the 
controversial nature of it. And Brian Frosh 
complied.
 The upshot of this political cowardice 
is that a transgendered person can be 
fired from his or her job simply because 
of who the person is even though it has 
nothing to do with work performance. A 
transgendered person can be kicked out 

of his or her apartment for simply being 
trans. Alas, discrimination is still alive and 
well in the free state of Maryland.
 Many transgendered people strug-
gle in trying to reconcile their mind with 
their birth body. They are more at risk for 
homelessness, poverty, bullying, suicide, 
victims of violence and other forms of dis-
crimination than the remainder of the lgbt 
community.
 Yet I believe the elected officials over-
estimated the backlash if such a measure 
passed. Governor Martin O’Malley would 
have likely signed the bill into law as he 
sent letters of support to both committees 
involved and signed a similar law as May-
or of Baltimore.
 In 2009, I’m banking on the fact that 
less and less people are inclined to allow 
discrimination to take hold in this very 
blue state. More grassroots efforts are 
required, though, to educate a public not 
familiar with trans-issues and ultimately 
the politicians will follow.
 And to avoid yet another trans-gres-
sion, more sympathetic candidates should 
be sought to run against our opponents.

Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is at 
www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com.

“The never-ending pursuit of 
political cover in the absence of 
courage won out at the final bell.”

Senate President Mike Miller: The problem or the solution?
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 You may recognize Ronnie Kroell from Bravo’s 
“Make Me a Supermodel” TV program. If so, do you 
remember the “Bronnie” story line with his friend 
Ben? Well you will have the chance to see Ronnie 
live and in person.
 He will co-host, along with Miss Tia Cham-
bers, the 5th annual all-male fashion extravaganza 
that features the hot dancers from the DC Cowboys 
Dance Company. The event will include an auction of 
the Universal Gear swimwear that these hot guys will 
be wearing to benefit AIDS Action Baltimore.
 In addition to one of the most fun gay events in 
Baltimore all year, everyone attending gets a copy of 
the 2009 DC Cowboys Wet and Wild Calendar and 
VIP ticket holders will have the opportunity to meet 
the models/dancers and get autographed copies of 
their “Making of Wet and Wild” steamy DVD.
 The runway and show will take place at Red Ma-
ple, 930 North Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21201 
on May 14th.  Doors open at 7:30 p.m. To purchase 
tickets, visit hunksintrunks.net.
 Not only will Ronnie Kroell co-host the event, he 

will conduct a workshop for aspiring models at the 
Downtown Athletic Club, in the main studio, 210 E. 
Centre Street, from Noon to 2:00 p.m. on May 15.
 This private workshop for area models and those 
planning to be models is limited to the first 50 partici-
pants. Ronnie will help those aspiring models as well 
as those in the business to learn runway basics, trade 
secrets, and improve their walk and posture to make 
designers/producers stand up and take notice.
 This workshop is appropriate for both women 
and men ages 13+. To register, visit supermodel-
workshop.com
 NOTE: Early bird discount rate and Supermodel 
T-shirt sales end May 4. Regular priced registra-
tion will continue until all spaces are filled. Wear 
and bring: bottle of water, clothes that make you feel 
confident (jeans are fine); and women bring a pair of 
heels.

Supermodel to Co-Host Hunks in 
Trunks, Lead Modeling Workshop

Ronnie Kruell
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Mara Christine Drummond, a trans-wom-
an, launched her new book, Transitions: 
A Guide to Transitioning for Transsexu-
als and Their Families, at the general 
meeting of the Columbia-Howard County 
chapter of PFLAG on April 14. The meet-
ing focused on transgender issues—ev-
erything from health to finances—and 
consisted of a panel that included a trans-
man, Asa Keiswetter; Juli A. Buchanan, 
Psy.D., a staff therapist/psychologist from 
Chase-Brexton Health Services; a parent 
of a transgendered child as well as the 
child.
 Mara Drummond provided back-
ground on a broad range of transgender 
matters and concerns and moderated 
the subsequent panel discussion. She 
pointed out that having a gender identity 
that conflicts with one’s physical gender 
is a huge emotional burden. The anxiety, 
stress and depression that can result from 
having such a conflict can push a person 

New Book for Transitioning 
Transsexuals Launched

to the point where everything in life that 
is held dear is risked to undertake one of 
the hardest challenges a human being 
can make: transitioning from one gender 
to the other.
 She says that for those considering 
transitioning, the book will provide an un-
derstanding of all the implications of the 
journey that will be undertaken and will 
present a guide through the transition 
process that teaches how to come out to 
friends and family, maintain employment, 
manage transition finances, deal with sex 
and religion, plan physical changes, pass 
and fit in as a member of the new gender, 
legal issues, sex and relationships and 
more.
 Transitions will educate family and 
friends about gender identity issues, the 
transition process, and the effects of tran-
sitioning on the individual and others in 
the person’s life.
 Mara Drummond was motivated to 
write the book because she believed 
“there is a need for transgendered people 
to fully understand what a gender transi-
tion would do to their lives and the lives of 
others around them.”
 She told OUTloud that had she known 
then what she knows now about transi-
tioning, her “life would have been a lot 
less stressful. I would have understood all 
the aspects of transitioning before I went 
and discovered them the hard way.”
 Transitions can be previewed and a pa-
perback copy purchased from Lulu Press 

Mara Drummond with Transitions.

 LGBT Chamber 
Unveils New Logo
The Maryland LGBT Chamber of Com-
merce recently unveiled its new logo. The 
design was created by Ron Crognale.
 The chamber was organized and in-
corporated last year to better serve the 
businesses and professionals committed 
to the lgbt community. Ted Hart, founder 
of the popular social online RGroup orga-
nized the chamber after seeing a need 
for a business-oriented organization. 
“A number of people from the RGroup 

who own their own businesses came to-
gether to create the chamber to promote 
our own community businesses,” Hart 
commented.
 Despite the economic downturn, the 
chamber is beginning a major effort to at-
tract new members. For more information 
go to: www.Marylandglcc.org.

-- continued on page 39
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HUNKS IN
TRUNKS

5TH ANNUAL

MAY 14  + 7:30 PM
@ RED MAPLE

ALL-MALE, SWIMSUIT CHARITY FASHION SHOW

HOSTED BY

VIP TICKET INCLUDES A SPECIAL 
MEET-AND-GREET WITH THE MODELS 
PLUS AN AUTOGRAPHED CALENDAR

HOSTED BY MARYLAND'S R GROUP (WWW.RGROUP.US). SPONSORED BY RED 
MAPLE AND MOUNT VERNON FITNESS. SWIMWEAR PROVIDED BY UNIVERSAL GEAR.

RONNIE KROELL
FROM BRAVO'S MAKE ME A SUPERMODEL

& MISS TIA CHAMBERS

WWW.HUNKSINTRUNKS. NET

MODELING & PERFORMANCE BY

DC COWBOYS
EACH TICKET RECEIVES A "WET & WILD" CALENDAR

BENEFITTING
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ORDER TICKETS ONLINE NOW!

 Philadelphia to host 
Equality Forum and rally

Philadelphia, PA - The City of Brotherly 
and Sisterly love is hosting Equality Fo-
rum and the National Equality Rally the 
week of April 27. The Forum will conclude 
with the Rally at Independence Hall on 
Sunday, May 3. Equality Forum is a na-
tional and international lgbt civil rights or-
ganization with an educational focus. It is 
the largest and premiere annual national 
and international lgbt civil rights forum.
 Rally organizers have announced 
that over 100 national, statewide and re-
gional organizations from across the na-
tion are co-organizers and will march for 
equality on Independence Mall. Among 
the co-organizers are Lambda Legal, the 
National Organization for Women (NOW), 
One Iowa, Unity Mississippi, YES! Coali-
tion, Out at AOL, International Federation 
of Black Prides, Gay American Heroes 
Foundation, Trans-Health Information 
Project (TIP), Servicemembers Legal De-
fense Network, Global Justice Committee 
of the MCC, CenterLink: The Community 
of LGBT Centers, Boulder Pride, West 
Chester East High School and Temple 
University Student Government, among 
others. Regional, state and national or-
ganizations, people of color, progressive 
religious institutions, high school and col-
lege GSAs and straight ally organizations 
are invited to be co-organizers without 
cost.
 Early gay activists Frank Kameny and 
Lilli Vincenz will lead the march followed 
by members of the Lesbian and Gay Band 
Association. In 1975, Kameny provided 
advice to Baltimore activist that founded 
the Baltimore Gay Alliance, the organiza-
tion that evolved into the Gay Community 
Center. Visit www.nationalequalityrally.
org for more information and how to par-
ticpate. (From Press Release of the Na-
tional Equality Rally)

Compiled by Jim Becker  NJ group launches anti-
gay rights campaign

Trenton, NJ - An organization dedicated 
to fighting same-sex marriage launched 
a new advertising effort last week that 
targets the states it sees as the next bat-
tlegrounds for marriage equality, includ-
ing New Jersey. At a press conference 
in Trenton last week, Maggie Gallagher, 
president of the Princeton-based National 
Organization for Marriage, announced the 
group’s new “Two Million for Marriage” ini-
tiative, in which the organization pledges 
to enlist two million marriage-equality op-
ponents over the next two years to fight 
against proposed same-sex marriage leg-
islation in numerous states.
 To achieve this objective, the group 
launched a $1.5-million national advertis-
ing campaign that seeks to warn Ameri-
cans of what it sees as the damaging 
effects of same-sex marriage. The cen-
terpiece of the effort is a television com-
mercial, “Gathering Storm,” that began 
airing last week in New Jersey, Connecti-
cut, Iowa, Rhode Island and New York. 
The spot features about a dozen indi-
viduals, against a background of ominous 
clouds and lightning, who predict that the 
expansion of lgbt rights —— not just mar-
riage equality —— are threatening to re-
strict religious liberties and that “a storm 
is gathering, the clouds are dark and the 
wind is strong.”
 Shortly after NOM released the ad, 
the Human Rights Campaign, the nation’s 
largest lgbt organization, announced it 
had obtained copies of audition tapes for 
the ads. The auditions were posted on 
YouTube, but NOM alleged copyright in-
fringement and the videos were removed. 
“This ad is full of outrageous falsehoods 
and they don’t even come out of the 
mouths of real people,” said Brad Luna, 
HRC spokesperson. (Philadelphia Gay 
News - Jen Colletta at epgn.com)

 Reaction to Pope’s 
shocking AIDS comments 
upsets Vatican

Vatican City - The Vatican on April 17th 
denounced the criticisms of the Pope’s 
comments about condoms and AIDS dur-
ing his trip to Africa, saying they marked 
an unprecedented attempt to intimidate 
him into silence. Pope Benedict XVI said 

-- continued on page 6
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last month that condoms weren’t the an-
swer to Africa’s AIDS epidemic and could 
make the problem worse.
 France, Germany, the U.N. AIDS-
fighting agency as well as the British 
medical journal The Lancet criticized the 
comments as irresponsible and danger-
ous. The Belgian parliament passed a 
resolution calling them “unacceptable” 
and demanding that the government of-
ficially protest. Belgium’s ambassador to 
the Holy See lodged the formal protest 
April 15, prompting the strongly worded 
Vatican statement Friday.
 Criticizing the Belgian vote, the Vati-
can said it deplored “the fact that a parlia-
mentary assembly should have thought it 
appropriate to criticize the Holy Father on 
the basis of an isolated extract from an 
interview, separated from its context.” It 
said the remarks had been “used by some 
groups with a clear intent to intimidate, 
as if to dissuade the Pope from express-
ing himself on certain themes of obvious 
moral relevance and from teaching the 
Church’s doctrine.” The Vatican decried 
what it said was an “unprecedented me-
dia campaign” in Europe, while ignoring 
Benedict’s fuller message about the need 
to care for those suffering from AIDS. The 
Vatican said it was consoled that Afri-
cans and “the true friends of Africa” had 
praised and appreciated the pontiff’s re-
marks. The 82-year-old pope has faced 
enormous criticism recently. In addition 
to the uproar over his condom comments, 
his decision to remove the excommuni-
cation of a bishop who denied the Holo-
caust sparked outcry, even within his own 
church. (365Gay.com & The Associated 
Press)

 Eleven year old bullying 
target commits suicide
Philadelphia, PA - The City of Brotherly 
and Sisterly love is hosting Equality Fo-
rum and the National Equality Rally the 
week of April 27. The Forum will conclude 
with the Rally at Independence Hall on 
Sunday, May 3. Equality Forum is a na-
tional and international lgbt civil rights or-
ganization with an educational focus. It is 
the largest and premiere annual national 
and international lgbt civil rights forum.
 Rally organizers have announced 
that over 100 national, statewide and re-
gional organizations from across the na-
tion are co-organizers and will march for 
equality on Independence Mall. Among 

beyond the beltway

-- continued from page 5

the co-organizers are Lambda Legal, the 
National Organization for Women (NOW), 
One Iowa, Unity Mississippi, YES! Coali-
tion, Out at AOL, International Federation 
of Black Prides, Gay American Heroes 
Foundation, Trans-Health Information 
Project (TIP), Servicemembers Legal De-
fense Network, Global Justice Committee 
of the MCC, CenterLink: The Community 
of LGBT Centers, Boulder Pride, West 
Chester East High School and Temple 
University Student Government, among 
others. Regional, state and national or-
ganizations, people of color, progressive 
religious institutions, high school and col-
lege GSAs and straight ally organizations 
are invited to be co-organizers without 
cost.
 Early gay activists Frank Kameny and 
Lilli Vincenz will lead the march followed 
by members of the Lesbian and Gay Band 
Association. In 1975, Kameny provided 
advice to Baltimore activist that founded 
the Baltimore Gay Alliance, the organiza-
tion that evolved into the Gay Community 
Center. Visit www.nationalequalityrally.
org for more information and how to par-
ticpate. (From Press Release of the Na-
tional Equality Rally)

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the on line version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for al-
lowing us to bring you their news stories. 
Usually the reports have been significant-
ly edited and you can read the full story by 
going to the web site mentioned following 
the item. Comments are strictly the opin-
ions of Jim Becker and not of Baltimore 
Outloud or Pride Media.
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people we like

By Steve Charing

Bradley Bolin is flexible when it comes 
to wardrobe. When he joined forces with 
other students demonstrating against 
the homophobic Topeka, Kansas-based 
Westboro Baptist Church who picketed 
Towson High School, he was armed with 
several ensembles.
 Rambling down the hill from the cam-
pus of Towson University to mix with the 
counter-protesters on York Road, Bradley 
toted a gym bag containing several out-
fits so he can switch off according to the 
fickle weather on a blustery early spring 
afternoon, while at the same time pre-
senting several “looks.”
 He initially wore a robin’s egg blue 
T-shirt with the line, “gay? fine by me.” 
As the sun tried to peek from behind the 
clouds, Bradley switched to a snug, dark 
blue tank top with the word “PITCHER” 
and a caricature of a left-handed baseball 
pitcher underneath. (His friend Zack wore 
the reciprocal “CATCHER” version.) As 
the chilly breezes took over, Bradley gave 
in to the elements and slipped on a gray 
jacket over the tank top.
 But Bradley’s flexibility isn’t restricted 
to fashion. He makes good use of his lithe 
build and athletic skills as a diver on the 
Towson University Tigers swimming and 
diving team, and quite an accomplished 
one at that.
 Bradley Bolin, who will be celebrating 
his 21st birthday in May, began his diving 
exploits five years ago in California at the 
end of his sophomore year in high school. 
He graduated as sixth in his high school 
region. In his freshman year at Towson 
University he was Rookie of the Year for 
his team, Rookie Diver of the Year in his 
conference, and Rookie Athlete of the 

Year for the entire school.
 He also was named the Co-
lonial Athletic Association Diver of 
the Week award this past November with 
wins in the 1- and 3-meter springboard 
events. It marked the first such honor for 
the Towson men’s team of the season.
 Unlike many collegiate athletes who 
happen to be gay, and unlike his hero, 
Olympic diving champion Greg Louganis 
who was in the closet during the time he 
was competing, Bradley is out and proud. 
And not only is he openly gay, he is vigor-
ously trying to pursue equal rights for all 
members of the lgbt community.
 “I began being an ‘activist’ when I 
helped start the Gay-Straight Alliance in 
my first high school in Fairbanks, Alaska, 
my freshman year,” he points out. “Al-
though in my mind I wasn’t being an ‘ac-
tivist’ I was just trying to create a safe 
space for lgbt students and perhaps make 
my school feel like a safer, more accept-
ing place.”
 When he moved to Southern Califor-
nia following his sophomore year, he at-
tended another high school that did not 
have a GSA. So he launched one there 
as well.
 “I think I was more politically ‘active’ 
when I moved to California because that 
is when I started doing more off-cam-
pus outreach. I helped coordinate the LA 
AIDS Walk during my junior and senior 
years. But all four years I participated in 
the Day of Silence by turning my body 
into a piece of walking art and refused to 
speak on behalf of all of those who have 
been silenced.”
 He wasn’t silenced during the anti-
Westboro Church demonstration. His ex-
periences with trying to establish a GSA 
at his high schools set the stage for his 

presence and support for the 
students at Towson High School. 
“Now that I’m in college I want to show my 
support for the youth and try to do some-
thing that’s right,” he says with passion.
 The junior, political science-econom-
ics double major is out to his diving team-
mates and to the whole school for that 
matter. This has historically been a dicey 
decision for lgbt collegiate athletes and 
one where few have shown such cour-
age. Undaunted, Bradley Bolin, who is the 
secretary of Towson University’s Queer 
Student Union, has taken the plunge, so 
to speak, and had no such qualms about 
being himself.
 “I couldn’t ask for a more supportive 
team,” he says, acknowledging that no-
body on the team, male and female, cares 
that he’s gay. “They see me as ‘Bradley 
the diver,’ not ‘Bradley the gay.’” He has 
one other teammate who is openly gay.
 However, Bradley explains that there 
have been a few instances where people 
have made ignorant comments, but usu-
ally people quickly rally to his defense if 
he doesn’t get to the insulting party first!
 “Granted I am not only out but I am 
one of the more visible people on the 
team simply based on my personality and 
I kind of stick out like a sore thumb,” Brad-
ley admits.
 He rejects the stereotype about swim-
ming and diving teams’ being gay. “Most 
of the team just think it is funny/stupid that 
people assume that the whole team has 
queer tendencies just because of me.”

Out on the Springboard
Towson University diver is making a splash for lgbt rights.

 Bradley states that being on the div-
ing team is like being part of a family, and 
he credits his coaching staff for fostering 
such an accepting environment. In fact, 
his coach, Maureen Mead, recruited him 
to come to Maryland.
 Coach Mead says she is lucky Brad-
ley chose Towson out of all the schools he 
could have picked. “He is an unbelievably, 
talented diver and team member,” she 
explains. “Even when he was a younger 
member of the team he acted as a mentor 
to his teammates.”
 Bradley points out, “Our coaching 
staff does a great job by enforcing the 
idea of team unity, and I think that is a 
huge factor in how great our team sup-
ports each other. Plus, people on our 
team are judged by their merits and ac-
tions, not their sexuality.”
 Nonetheless, Bradley still encounters 
the occasional “that’s so gay” and “fag” 
during conversations. But he points out 
that generally people catch themselves 
and apologize “profusely.”
 “This irritates me a little because I 
wonder whether or not they are just apol-
ogizing because I am around or because 
they are genuinely sorry.” He is sincerely 
concerned about the effects of such re-
marks have on others.
 “I am secure with myself enough to 
know that I am a good person, but the 
people who aren’t out are the ones I 
worry for,” Bradley asserts. “I worry that 
when those people hear such negative 
words coming from people, especially 
their friends, they are going to continue to 
think that something is wrong with them. 
I don’t fight against hate for myself, I fight 
against hate for those who cannot fight for 
themselves.”
 It is that team-first attitude, whether 
it be in or out of the pool, that has char-
acterized Bradley Bolin’s young but fulfill-
ing life. As such, he rates high marks just 
like his frequent rip entries into the water 
below.

 Youth Summit Re-Cap
Pictured are several of the organizers of “Breaking the Si-
lence,” a summit for 9th to 12th grade lgbt and allied youth 
from Montgomery, Prince George’s. Howard and Anne 
Arundel Counties. 
 The day-long event took place at the Cedar Lane Uni-
versal Unitarian (UU) Church in Bethesda, MD on April 18, 
following the April 17 “Day of Silence”--a nationwide pro-
test against bullying and other anti-gay actions in schools.

 The purpose of the summit was to identify needs and 
to make plans to provide support, services, safe places, 
community and connection for youth around sexual orien-
tation and gender identity.  There were small group discus-
sions, student-led panels, social time, workshops, meals, 
and it was concluded with a dance.
 Among the community sponsors of the event were the 
Cedar Lane UU Church, Equality Maryland’s Educational 
Fund, Metro DC PFLAG, Howard County PFLAG, Teach-
thefacts.org, and Hearts and Homes.
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We
Welcome

GLBT
Families

and
Friends
to the

Life and
Ministry

of the
Church

Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis
We are a Welcoming Congregation,

We welcome and celebrate the lives of bisexual,
gay, lesbian, and transgender people.

Worship service: 9 and 11am
Rev. Dr. Fredric Muir, Pastor

Francoise Ateto, Director of Religion Education
333 Dubois Road - Annapolis, MD 21401 (410) 266-8044

Beth El Congregation

An open, progressive USCJ synagogue.

8101 Park Heights Avenue  

Baltimore, MD 21208

www.bethelbalto.com

“This is your synagogue.”

Reconciling and welcoming congregations where
you will be warmly welcomed are:

Bethesda Church ~ 6300 Harford Road www.bethmethumc.com
Faith Community Church ~ 5315 Harford Road

www.faithcommunityumc.org
Grace Church ~ 5407 N Charles St (at Northern Parkway)

www.graceunitedmethodist.org
Mt Vernon Place Church (at the Monument) MVPBalto@comcast.net

St John’s Church ~ Baltimore City 2640 St Paul Street
www.stjohnsbaltimore.org

West Baltimore Church ~ 5130 Greenwich Avenue
www.westbaltimoreumc.org

The United Methodist Churches in Baltimore City
Welcome You

We don’t debate, or simply tolerate;  We celebrate your sexuality and spirituality!

Sundays
9 AM TTTTTraditional Celebrationraditional Celebrationraditional Celebrationraditional Celebrationraditional Celebration

10 AM Hospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & Family Seramily Seramily Seramily Seramily Servicevicevicevicevice

401 West Monument St. - Baltimore   410-NOW-MCCb  www.mccbaltimore.org  mccbaltimore.aol.com

MeMeMeMeMetrtrtrtrtropolitan Community Churopolitan Community Churopolitan Community Churopolitan Community Churopolitan Community Church of Baltimorech of Baltimorech of Baltimorech of Baltimorech of Baltimore

Gay?  Lesbian?  Catholic?

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY

5:30 p.m. - Church
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m. - Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson road - Severn, Md 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

Gay?  Lesbian?  Catholic?
All Are Welcome

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

The Baltimore
Ethical Society

306 W. Franklin St. Ste.102
410-581-2322

www.BaltimoreEthicalSociety.org

Sunday Meetings - 10:30 a.m.

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES

&  WEDDINGS

Diversity    Humanism
Community    Equality

Call 410-244-6780 to list your church in the church directory.

church directory
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Philadelphia is the l place to visit this 
spring with some of the East Coast’s hot-
test LGBT events. Festivities swing into 
high gear with the first-ever Philadelphia 
GLBT Artists Festival, the 10th anniver-
sary of Philadelphia Black Gay Pride and 
the second annual Liberty Stampede Ro-
deo. Throughout the spring and summer, 
other annual favorites such as Equality 
Forum, Mr. Gay Philadelphia, and Pride 
Day provide tourists plenty of reasons to 
visit. Here’s what to expect in gay-friendly 
Philly this spring and summer:

April
It’s the 10th anniversary for Philadelphia 
Black Gay Pride, a four-day event with ed-
ucational panels, networking events and 
parties for men and women that promote 
unity among gay and lesbian African-
Americans. Thru April 26. 
 The week-long Equality Forum cel-
ebrates international gay culture and poli-
tics with parties and educational events 
made possible by more than 60 regional, 
national and international organizations. 
This year’s international profile focuses 

on the Russian LGBT community and 
includes special guests from the literary 
and film industries. The festivities culmi-
nate with a street fair and live concert in 
Old City. April 27-May 3. 

May
In New Hope, an artistic and gay Mecca in 
nearby Bucks County, NHC Pride Week-
end brings together gays and lesbians in 
a bucolic setting to celebrate pride with 
well-known LGBT entertainers like Lady 
Bunny. May 15-17. More info: newho-
pecelebrates.com 
 The Fins aquatic club, Philadelphia’s 
gay swim team, hosts its 9th bi-annual in-
ternational swim meet this year at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. May 23, 2009. 
 The Liberty Bell Classic, Philadel-
phia’s largest LGBT sporting event this 
year, hosts “Balls to the Wall” with com-
petitions in softball and soccer. Games 
take place at Pennypack Park in North-
east Philadelphia and West Deptford Park 
in New Jersey. Nighttime activities in the 
“Gayborhood” include a Saturday evening 

-- continued on page 24

philly Continues to be
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 CouNSeLING

 heALTh  MASSAGe

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

professional services

 CLeANING  PeT SuPPLIeS deNTAL
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Support Businesses and Professionals that Support the LGBT Community | BaltimoreOUTloud.com

Call 410-244-6780 to advertise.

 eLeCTrICIAN

professional services

 AdVerTISe here: CALL 410-244-6780
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Visit your Community at FederalHillOnline.net,
your free Community Interactive Website

RON ZIMMERMAN REALTORS
&  ASSOCIATES

®

Visit your Community at FederalHillOnline.net,
your free Community Interactive Website

Your Independent Realtor
Selected by Fox 45 As Your

Premier Realtor For
Federal Hill and
Canton Making

Ron Zimmerman & Associates
Your Realtor Servicing

Baltimore’s Inner Harbor
Communities for 30 Years

Your #1 One
Marketing Expert

1234 LIGhT STreeT ~ BALTIMore, Md 21230
410-752-1050 ~  www.rzonline.com

YOUR INDEPENDENT REALTOR
THE FAMILY OWNED INDEPENDENT
REALTOR FOR TWO GENERATIONS

RZR
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T U L I P S  G A L A  S P O N S O R E D  B Y :

CHASE BREXTON
HEALTH SERVICES, INC.

You’re Invited To 
Chase Brexton’s
Annual Tulips Gala
Saturday, May 2, 2009
7 pm to Midnight

THE SCOTTISH RITE 
MASONIC CENTER

3800 N. Charles Street
Baltimore, MD  21218

$150 per person

Cocktails, Dinner & Dancing

To purchase tickets, call 410.752.0954 ext. 4015 
or visit us on the web at www.chasebrexton.org

EMBRACING OUR ROOTS.  GROWING TO SERVE.

chasebrexton_outloud-fullpg1.qxp  4/12/2009  11:14 AM  Page 1
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the edge
thinking outloud

Immediately following the close of the 
2009 General Assembly session, OUT-
loud’s managing editor and senior Po-
litical analyst Steve Charing interviewed 
new Equality Maryland (EQMD) Execu-
tive Director Kate Runyon on her first ex-
perience in trying to achieve lgbt rights for 
Marylanders. Kate was gracious to take 
time for us between her other appearanc-
es, nursing a cold and trying to run a large 
advocacy organization.

SC: how did you feel about the out-
come of the 2009 General Assembly 
session--your first as EQMD’s Execu-
tive director?
Kr: Overall, starting in a new state in a 
new position and diving directly into the 
session was very taxing. We were glad 
that the we were able to move forward 
with successfully having the inheritance 
bill pass to ensure that same-sex couples 
would not face additional unfair financial 
burdens in their times of grief. We were 
also delighted by state employees becom-
ing eligible for domestic-partner benefits 
(effective in July), and were especially en-
couraged by the Governor’s support.
 And while there was great progress 
regarding the above-mentioned success-
es, there was also disappointment and a 
loud reminder of the areas that need fur-
ther attention and will pose more signifi-
cant challenges, namely issues surround-
ing marriage equality and gender identity 
and expression.

SC: how disappointing was it for the 
failure to pass anti-discrimination leg-
islation based on gender identity and 
expression? This had been the corner-

Equality Maryland’s Kate Runyon Speaks Out
stone of EQMD’s legislative agenda 
for this session.
Kr: This is disappointing, really on two 
fronts, first, this is an anti-discrimination 
bill put in place to protect people from 
harm and unfair treatment. It’s difficult to 
fathom legislators’ being against protect-
ing jobs and employment with the state 
of the economy that we are currently 
experiencing.
 This was also disappointing because 
of the way it was handled in terms of 
Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
Chair Brian Frosh’s repeatedly allowing 
committee members to postpone an up-
or-down vote on the legislation. The delay 
of the vote guaranteed that the measure 
could not reach the Senate floor, and 
the bill died due to inaction at the end of 
session.
 The support that we gained with the 
our bill sponsors, Del. Joseline Pena-Mel-
nyk and Sen. Rich Madaleno, was stellar. 
We also had more co- sponsors sign-on 
specifically because legislators were in-
tent on ensuring that as many Maryland-
ers as possible would be protected against 
job and housing discrimination during this 
difficult economic environment.
 Glendora Hughes with the Mary-
land Commission on Human Relations 
and Lisa Mottet with the The Task Force 
gave tirelessly to help move the legisla-
tion forward in tandem with Del. Joseline 
Pena-Melnyk and Sen. Rich Madaleno 
and our excellent lobbyists to provide ex-
planations to legislators, clarify how the 
bill would be implemented and to give a 
broader perspective on how similar bills 
have succeeded in other states. We will 
continue to move forward with transgen-

der anti-discrimination as a focus for our 
legislative work.

SC: I am sure you will all re-group to 
consider the next steps. But were there 
any lessons you may have learned 
from this experience?
Kr: Yes, Steve, I had a chance to get to 
know many key players and better under-
stand the regions and demographics they 
represent along with alignments and al-
legiances. This has also been a time to 
learn about the state’s priorities and com-
mitments, about the issues ripe for prog-
ress and those issues that pose more of 
a challenge. Understanding that the politi-
cal climate is a living environment that is 
always changing (the nearly simultaneous 
advances in Iowa and Vermont being good 
examples of this), we are constantly strat-
egizing -- and adjusting our strategies as 
needed to reflect changes—to best serve 
the Maryland lgbt community.

Equality Maryland’s executive direcor Kate Runyon

Making Tea
Lot of talk last week about Fox News’ 
over-hyped tax revolt tea parties. On April 
15 “teabagging” became the word du jour. 
Our favorite comment came from CNN’s 
Anderson Cooper – you can still catch 
it on Utube. So let’s get dirty - what is 
teabagging anyway? Is it just a gay thing? 
Do women teabag? What about eunuchs?
For the answers we went to 
TheUrbanDictionary.com

Teabag (n.,v.)
1. A small porous sack holding enough 
tea leaves to make an individual serving 
of tea. 
2. Placing your testes inside someone’s 
mouth and raising and lowering them to 
look like you are making tea.  
Examples:
I dropped the tea bag into the kettle. 
I proceeded to tea bag the homeless man.

A comes out 
We’ve really needed a vowel for some time. Insiders 
are speculating (not really) Asexuals are the next 
minority added to the LGBT coalition. So, the 
question everyone’s asking (absolutely untrue) is 
where do we put it? 

LGBTA (established, respected) 
ABGLT (alphabetical) 
BLATG (could be catchy)

Welcome Asexuals – we’re glad you’re 
here.
To find out if you are a closet Asexual 
go to:  Asexuality.org

Lindsay and Sam Split
Samantha Ronson, L.A.’s sexy girl toy is 
back in play now that she has broken up 
with Lindsay Lohan.  Too bad - they made 
such a cute couple who seemed totally 
into each other. 
 To be fair to Lindsay, the Hollywood 
dyke crowd now has two hotties up for 
grabs. 

funny Stuff from Philips Norelco: 

www.shaveeverywhere.com
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letters

 Act on Immigration
editor:
I want to thank Baltimore OUTloud for all 
of your hard work and support of the lgbt 
community in Maryland!
 I need your help and the help of all 
in the LBGT Community in Maryland in 
order to help get the word out about a bill 
in Congress that would change the lives 
of many people who’s families are being 
torn apart.
 The Uniting American Families 
Act (UAFA -H.R. 1024/S. 424) was 
introduced as a Valentine’s Day gift this 
year to same-sex, binational couples by 
Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY) and Sen. 
Patrick Leahy (D-VT).
 The UAFA would fulfill the pledge 
of family unification under current U.S. 
Immigration policy by allowing gay and 
lesbian Americans to sponsor their life 
partners for immigration to the United 
States.
 As you may be aware, the U.S. 
government discriminates against gay 
and lesbian binational couples by not 
allowing us to sponsor our foreign-born 
life partners for immigration. Because 
of this, we face the terrible choice of 
separating from the person we love or 
leaving our country. As Americans, we 
should not have to choose between 
family and country.
 The Washington Post and the 
American Bar Association has recently 
endorsed the UAFA.
 Even if every single state in the 
U.S. allowed same-sex marriage on a 
state-by-state level, same sex binational 
couples would still not be able to sponsor 
the foreign-born partner for a green card 
the way heterosexual couples could. 
The recent good news out of Iowa and 
Vermont is very inspiring, but does not 
change anything in regards to federal 
rights for lgbt couples where one partner 
is American and the other is from 
another country.
 While I am not from Maryland, in 
order for this bill to move forward, it 
needs the support of as many members 
of Congress as possible.
 Rep. Elijah Cummings and Senator 
Cardin are already co-sponsors of this 
bill, but Senator Mikulski is not. Her 
support is very much needed. Reaching 
out to members of Congress by calling, 
faxing, writing/e-mailing to them to ask 
for their support can help to ensure this 

By Steve Charing 
Managing Editor

SC: Two positive bills passed: a bill 
that exempts domestic partners from 
having to pay an inheritance tax on 
a primary residence and domestic 
partner benefits for state employees. 
While these are clearly successes, 
the failure of not having an anti-dis-
crimination law in place on the basis 
of gender identity and expression 
stung badly. What went wrong?
df: Legislative leaders refused to take up 
the measure. It’s appalling, and if you’re 
not enraged about it, you should be. Key 
Democratic leaders view it as a political 
issue too hot to handle rather than an 
opportunity to address pervasive bias 
against a group of individuals who truly 
need anti-discrimination protections.

SC: Last year you told me that in 
the 2008 session Senate president 
Thomas V. “Mike” Miller did not ac-
tively stand in the way of lgbt bills’ 
progressing. Could the same thing 
be said following this year’s session 
about the transgender anti-discrimi-
nation bill?
df: The Senate President is primarily 
concerned with retaining a Democratic 
supermajority in the General Assembly, 
which means making sure his senators 
take as few so-called “controversial” 
votes as possible. This posture is most 
certainly a problem, especially when his 

Dan Furmansky, former executive director of 
Equality Maryland

Why the 
Transgender 
Bill Failed in 
2009
Now a private consultant 
to Equality Maryland, 
former executive director 
Dan Furnmansky offers his 
insights on why the gender 
identity bill failed.

committee chairs toe the line. Senate 
Judicial Proceedings Committee Chair 
Brian Frosh [D-Montgomery County] re-
fused to allow an up-or-down vote on the 
gender identity bill.

SC: Isn’t it true, as many observers 
suspect, that Mike Miller didn’t want 
such a bill to reach the floor and 
constructed the Judicial Proceed-
ings Committee in a way to see that it 
doesn’t happen?
df: The Senate Judicial Proceedings 
Committee hears the most controversial 
issues in the General Assembly - death 
penalty, reproductive rights, gun control, 
lgbt issues. Progressives in general view 
the committee as a bit of a graveyard for 
our legislation. That said, we did an enor-
mous amount of work on this bill and had 
a very real chance of advancing it to the 
floor of the Senate. We made it clear we 
wanted a vote, no matter the outcome, 
but Chairman Frosh prevented that from 
happening.

SC: Is it fair to say, though, that same-
sex marriage and protections based 
on gender identity cannot succeed 
until President Miller steps down? he 
doesn’t seem to be persuadable.
df: Sen. President Miller is generally 
known as Democratic Party-power fo-
cused, not issue focused. My belief is 
that he is concerned about what is politi-
cally palatable for the Democratic Party, 
which means a series of questions: how 

thinking outloud

long has this bill been pushed in the leg-
islature, what else is being debated in 
the General Assembly at that time, how 
much are Democratic leaders pushing 
for it, how much does a core Democratic 
constituency want this, will voters care 
about this, how is the press playing into 
it? I think these advancements are pos-
sible during his tenure if he believes it is 
“time.”

SC: New hampshire, which is a more 
conservative state, passed a simi-
lar measure. Why does Maryland, as 
Democratic a state as you can find, 
keep falling behind?
df: New Hampshire’s House passed the 
bill as a result of the strong push from 
its speaker. Their Senate hasn’t taken it 
up as of yet. New England states have a 
strong libertarian streak running through 
them which helps advance lgbt rights. 
As for Maryland, people need to stop 
thinking of our Democratic-supermajor-
ity legislature as the panacea to lack of 
lgbt civil rights protections. There are 
plenty of anti-gay Democrats in our state 
(and a few sympathetic Republicans), 
and even Democratic leaders who are 
very sympathetic are not outspoken on 
these issues. The entire party needs to 
hear from its lgbt and allied constituency, 
over and over. Furthermore, it’s time for 
progressives in Maryland to start get-
ting more involved in primary races! Too 
many politicians act based on politics, 
not integrity.

SC: you also told me that civil unions 
are not an effective way to bring 
same-sex marriage to fruition, but 
since then, Connecticut and Vermont 
have done just that. Are you willing to 
re-think your position?
df: Equality Maryland and the lgbt cau-
cus in the General Assembly are always 
looking at what’s possible for advanc-
ing rights for our community. So far, we 
have passed for domestic partners an 
inheritance tax exemption, medical and 
post-mortem decision making rights, 
a real estate transfer tax exemption, 
health benefits for state employees, and 
requirements that insurance companies 
write policies for domestic partners at 
the request of a business. All of these 
bills bypassed the Senate Judicial Pro-
ceedings Committee. Sadly, civil unions 
would not advance out of the Senate Ju-
dicial Proceedings Committee right now 
any more than civil marriage would. -- continued on page 39
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thinking outloud

By rev. Tom harris

Word was out. The infamous Westboro Baptist Church, 
known for protesting any number of venues with anti-
gay venom had set their sights on our local Towson 
High School. Towson High has an active gay-straight 
alliance student group; apparently too active for the 
folks from Westboro, Kansas. 
 Not realizing that Towson High has two major 
entrances, I arrived at the wrong one to find no one 
present except a reporter. After a short wait, a group 
carrying pro-gay signs walked by en route to the site 
of the rally and we started following. They were a local 
group associated with SoulForce, a pro-gay Christian 
advocacy group. One of the members offered me a sign 
to hold. It was handmade and said, “God doesn’t hate.” 
This seemed like a sign I could hold with integrity so 
was glad to accept it. A friend and colleague offered me 
a rainbow streamer on a stick. I wrapped it around my 
sign and was ready for action. 
 Upon arrival at the rally site there were about 100 
or so people gathered along the other side of York 
Road, a main artery bisecting Baltimore and Towson. 
The police were present and assisted us across the 
road. Immediately, I found several Presbyterian clergy 
friends and was greeted warmly. There was also an 
eclectic group of colorful people with a variety of signs 
about God’s Love and diversity and tolerance. After 
standing for a moment, someone who seemed to be in 
charge because she was telling people what to do, told 
me to go down the street so the group would be more 
spread out. So off I went. I ended up at the beginning of 
the line of protesters so cars would see my sign pretty 
early. Excellent. “God doesn’t hate.” That should set the 
tone as the driver moved down the line checking out the 
message of this motley group. However, in front of me, 
was a young guy with a sign that said, “Legalize Pot.” 
Hey buddy! Get on message here. Fortunately, his sign 
was not well made and I felt his message would not be 
communicated clearly to the drivers. He would probably 
not ruin the whole rally. 
 So, we all stood and waited and yelled and cheered 
if someone honked. And then, THEY showed up. Four 
or five people on the other side of the road. And these 
were obviously professionals. One woman held five 
signs at once; two in each hand and one at her feet. 
One man had about five signs also, but he was rotating 
through them in a series like a deck of cards. I must 
say I was not prepared for their signs. I had seen “God 
hates fags” and was ready for that. But, then there 
was, “You hate your children.” “God is your enemy” 
“Thank God for AIDS” “Thank God for dead soldiers.” 
There were several that equated President Obama with 
the Anti-Christ. Two signs were the most violent and 
bizarre I have ever seen, “You will eat your children” 
with a reference to Leviticus and “Bitch Burger” with a 
picture of an infant in a hamburger bun. WTF?!

Standing with God, Against Bigotry and Fear

 Somewhat disoriented by the signs, I heard 
our side start chanting “God hates you.” This was 
disturbing. I could tell it was coming from where my 
clergy colleagues stood and was sure they were not 
happy about this particular chant. But, the chant quickly 
changed to “God is love,” perhaps the work of my 
friends. 
 This is when I really started wondering about the 
whole scene and our purpose and my purpose here. 
There was clearly anger and hatred from “our side” 
for the folks from Westboro. Were we here to express 
these feelings to them? If not anger and hatred toward 
this wayward group, perhaps just to give witness to a 
different understanding of religion and Christianity. 
 Then from behind me a young women yelled out, 
“God is not real.” Turning around, I saw her sign said 
the same thing. She said this like she could not believe 
no one was listening or convinced by her. I was not 
convinced but I was listening. I looked at my sign, “God 
does not hate.” This young woman certainly added 
some diversity to the conversation. How do I respond to 
her statement? Perhaps I should turn around and show 
her my sign and we could shout at each other and show 
each other our signs. Actually, I did not disagree with 
her statement, but certainly was not in a state of mind to 
discuss the nuances of an atheist or agnostic Christian 
faith. After standing for a while I started walking around 
and checking out our group.
 By this time a lot of high school students and other 
young people were arriving. There was a great energy 
of fun and celebration. Lots of signs about diversity 
and love. Some kids were just there because it was an 
event. They had no signs. A few high school girls had 
their shirts pulled up to expose their mid-rifts (actually it 

was more of a two-thirds rift) and had written messages 
of love and inclusivity on their stomachs which I tried 
to simultaneously read and not look at. A kid with a 
camera and a microphone asked to interview me and 
I said some words about my sadness. Sadness about 
the hatred. But, happy with the expression of love and 
diversity. But, looking back I also see I was feeling sad 
about the inability for people to really communicate 
with each other in a meaningful way. Instead we just 
threw around some sound bites and yelled when a car 
honked.
 Eventually, the Westboro people left the scene to 
great cheers and applause from our group. I returned 
my “God does not hate” sign to the good people 
who lent it to me and returned my rainbow streamer 
and went home. On the way home, I was still pretty 
disturbed and overwhelmed by the whole experience. 
 Who were these Westboro people? Why did their 
presence create such feeling? They were such a small 
group. Most people say they are all from the same 
family. Yet their message has been heard and repeated 
by so many. What deep fear or prejudice do they touch 
in our collective conscious that propels this tiny group 
to such prominence? Why don’t we pay this kind of 
attention to the ranting of other lunatics? Is mounting 
a counter protest really the way for a faithful religious 
person to respond?
When I arrived home, still pondering these questions, 
my 4-year-old daughter met me at the door, more 
enthusiastic than usual. She stretched her arms open 
wide in a dramatic request for a hug which I happily 
gave. 
 I sat down on the couch with her on my lap and told 
my wife about the experience as well as the angst and 
questioning that followed for me. I said, “I just wondered 
by the end, what I was really doing there.” Then with the 
no nonsense clarity she often shines upon my cloudy 
thinking she said, “You are there to support those high 
school kids. You are there so they know that people 
love them and support them.”
 Oh yeah. That’s right. So, my big pro-gay counter 
rally protest ended where it had begun. A need to 
support people who are being persecuted. A need to 
stand with those who are being put down. That is the 
task of a religious person. 
 Though next time, I will bring my own sign. I will 
hold it high as I stand out in the open air to speak up for 
people who are being injured by other’s hatred. It will 
say, 

“Welcome, welcome, we are here.
Clap your hands. Sound a cheer.
Say hello to all your friends.
We’re in God’s House.”

Rev. Harris is the minister at Govans Presbyterian 
Church on York Rd. in Baltimore.
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defektive arts

By defekto

Sometimes you wonder where a person 
begins and ends. What is it that defines 
them as a person or an artist? With some 
people you can sense that they are art-
ists through and through whether they’ve 
shown their work or not. Sometimes all 
it takes is for someone to say, “I paint.” 
and you know that they are the real deal.  
Other times you will encounter someone 
who follows all aspects of art and finds it 
easy to call himself an artist and you can’t 
help but sense that they are nothing more 
than a hack.
 I’ve been making my own brand of art 
for twenty-plus years and still have a diffi-
cult time calling myself an artist. I actually 
enjoyed calling myself a hack for many 
years...and I wasn’t driving a cab at the 
time either. 
 In my limited experience with col-
lege, I attended one art history class and 
dropped it after the first day.  But on that 
day, I remember seeing a slide of Goya’s 
famous “Executions of the Third of May” 
and thought, “This is shit.”  Years later I 
even saw the original painting hanging at 
the Prado in Madrid and again thought, 
“Big deal.”  Don’t get me wrong, I love 
Goya, just not that painting. I understand 
that this particular painting represented 
some kind of breakthrough in technique, 
but...yawn. 
 So how does this bring me to discuss 
the art of Nicole Wittelsberger? She has 
studied art and got her degree from Tow-
son University but as far as I can tell she’s 
never made any noteworthy artistic break-
throughs that have changed the world. But 
still, Goya came to mind when I thought of 
the first time I saw Nicole’s work. It was 
at a City Paper sponsored art event and I 
liked her paintings because I didn’t need 
to dissect them or analyze her influences 
to determine what her art was about or 
why it may be important. I felt an imme-

diate connection between her actual per-
sonality and the work she put on canvas. 
I thought, maybe this young woman really 
does like fashion magazines and candy 
necklaces and is not afraid to express 
that in her art. The idea was not far re-
moved from, say, The B-52’s, whose best 
songs have been about trivial things like 
cake and wigs. They wrote unashamedly 
about things they liked, not unlike Nicole’s 
work which features long-legged fashion 
victims and Marilyn Monroe look-a-likes.
 Nicole’s fashion illustration style 
paintings have been shown at various 
venues around Baltimore including Finn 
Art, Load of Fun, Flux Studios and Light 
Street Gallery.  But she says having two 
small children has made it difficult for her 
to promote and market herself as an artist.  
And the economic climate has made even 
contemplating her future as a working art-
ist all the more difficult.  “I don’t think I 

would last long sitting in a cubicle all day.  
I think I’m ready to start a French Maid 
cleaning company, I just don’t know.” she 
says.  I know she’s kidding, but to what 
degree, I’m not sure. “Getting your stuff 
out there is the hardest work, it can be 
frustrating. My time is limited because of 
my children, but I do what I can with the 
time that I have.  I will always have that 
dream of making it as a working artist, but 
as much as I feel like I may be giving it up 
to a certain degree to make sure I provide 
for my family in other ways... I’ll always 
make art no matter what--even if it’s just 
my children, family or friends who see it.”
 Baltimore may be a tough city on 
some levels and limited in its offerings, 
but it does provide Nicole with a workable 
vibe in which to make art. “I went to NY re-
cently and everything felt disconnected. I 
didn’t feel an emotional connection to any 
of the art I saw. Maybe I didn’t go to the 

right galleries, but I didn’t feel it. I think 
Baltimore is up and coming and I’m happy 
with the exposure I’m getting and to be 
able to work here.”
 Things may be uncertain for this 
multi-tasking artist/mom, but her need to 
create is not. “Making art is an emotional 
release for me. When I’m not painting or 
making some kind of art I get depressed. 
I can’t let a week go by and not make 
something.” It would be interesting to see 
what she would create if forced to stay out 
of her studio for a year, but that would be 
torture.  It’s her simple need, not desire, to 
create that will help get Nicole and artists 
like her through uncertain times and ad-
versity. And that’s where great art comes 
from.
 Nicole continues working on a project 
inspired by fashion and dreams and will 
be showing this series of work in the near 
future.

The Girl 
Can’t 
Help It

NICOLE WITTELSBERGER. Nicole and one of her long-legged ladies.

“I’ll always make art no matter what—even if it’s just my children, family or friends who see it.”

Photo: Jim Lucio
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making history every day and every night. 
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The Art of Erotic Dance a la

By frank Laterreur

Montreal, a city celebrated for its sexual openness, con-
tinues a tradition born centuries ago of erotic dancing. 
Often barely visible in other cities and cultures, Montreal 
celebrates stripping as an art form. This international city 
rightfully deserves the title as “the stripper capital of the 
world.” 
 There are at least 60 female strip bars for men, a 
couple of male strip bars for women, a transvestite strip 
bar for everybody, plus four gay male bars. The Kiev, a 
lesbian strip bar, closed several years ago. No other city 
in the world can compare! 
 Over the years Montreal has had some 15 gay strip 
bars with a top count of eight at a given time. This shrink-
ing of the scene ap-
pears to be follow-
ing a trend seen in 
Europe, the United 
State and western 
Canada. More serious for the local economy, the recent 
worldwide economic downturn has dented a huge tour-
ist trade that flocked to Montréal precisely for its famed 
erotic excess. 
 The good news is Montreal’s strip bars continue to 
attract Quebec youth from working class neighborhoods 
to rural villages. Just-turned-18 guys flock to Montreal´s 
strip bars for self expression, money and to enjoy the 
good times together. 
 A tolerance for nudity and sexual laxity has a long 
history in Quèbec. Some historians insist that many 
Quèbecers are descended from the ‘fils du roi,’ prosti-
tutes from Paris sent by the king to New France to pro-
vide women for French trappers, the ‘courroir du bois’. 
There’s a certain pride taken in this. People here can 
be freed from constraints of prissy conventional moral-
ity that prevails elsewhere. Other fabled stories speak of 
‘son swapping’ during long periods of isolation, trekking 
the woods for furs.  Yannick, a Taboo (a male strip club 
in Montreal’s gay village) stripper a few years ago, told 
the story of his first stripping experience in the Saguenay 
to the north. Some ice-fishermen took him along in mid 
winter to the middle of frozen Lac St. Jean, where, in an 
ice hut with warm furs underfoot, he performed his first 
strip tease.      
 Erotic female dancing also has a long history in 
Quèbec - the ‘can can’ was exported from Paris to Mon-
trèal even before it spread to other cities in France in 
the late 19th century. Female strip clubs and bordellos 
existed in Montréal in the period between the two world 
wars, often private with peep holes to let management 
see who wanted to enter. In one famous incident in 1948, 
Montréal stripper Lili St. Cyr was arrested for sexual acts 
on stage. The judge in the case appointed a commission 

to determine if this violated Quebec morals. Although 
the commission included a monsignor and other promi-
nent citizens, their finding was, “The work of Miss St. 
Cyr provides comfort to the old, and satisfies the curios-
ity of the young.” The judge let her off. By the 1960s, 
the straight strip clubs abounded throughout Québec, 
including small towns and villages - where they still flour-
ish today. In Montreal they continue to flourish downtown 
among fashionable stores, as well as in almost every 
neighborhood. 
 Gay male stripping has a shorter history in Que-
bec, perhaps because gay ‘liberation’ came more slowly 
to Catholic Québec. Nude dancers and porn palaces 
were wide open in American cities like New York City 
and San Francisco, while gay eroticism to the north was 

more closeted. Yet, 
once established, 
¨les danseurs nus¨ 
boomed and con-
tinue to the present 

day as a hallmark of open Quebecois homoeroticism.    
 The first male strip club in Montréal was Gai Appolon 
having opened downtown around mid-1975. It was open-
ly gay until downtown thugs beat up patrons, after that it 
catered to women. Other gay clubs also opened in the 
late 70s and early 80s in the red light district near Bou-
levards St. Laurent and St. Catherine. Among the bars 
along St. Catherine, were the bisexual ¨Bunny Disco¨ 
which a patron remembered as a ¨school for strippers.¨ 
Another male strip bar for male and female patrons, with 
a drag theme, was Fiesta Tropicana.  
 The ‘gay village’ began to grow rapidly along east 
St. Catherine. The first gay strip club in the village was 
the Double R about 1980, with a specialty of erotic duos. 
There followed Club David from about 1984, awhile the 
most active of erotic male dance bars. The West Side 
replaced Gai Appolon downtown, with both male and fe-
male dancers. The Campus opened more than 25 years 
ago, with trim youth in the afternoon, and their celebrat-
ed muscle men at night. L’Adonis and Taboo opened as 
David and the RR were closing, around 1990. Taboo now 
claims a 16th anniversary, but they don’t count the year 
of the raid (see below), while L’Adonis has been around 
for seventeen years. Stock Bar, opened on St. Andre, 
and then moved up to St. Catherine´s in early 1990.
 Club David of old, on Ste. Catherine, was known for 
young-looking dancers doing sexually provocative and 
athletic stunts with a freshness, and unjaded shameless-
ness rarely seen elsewhere. It seemed so innocent and 
it was! The sleaze that characterizes such scenes else-
where is rarer in this culture. But with changing times the 
emphasis on youth surely contributed to David’s closing, 
and 18 is now a strictly enforced age requirement for 
dancers. 

“Often barely visible in other cities and cultures, 
Montreal celebrates stripping as an art form.”

Montreal

 Taboo soon emerged, a little more discreet, but still 
known for young and skinny guys a few blocks away, on 
de Maisonneuve near Papineau. L’Adonis had more of a 
mix of types from the beginning. Both have such a mix 
today, but dancers at these two clubs are considered the 
more slender on the scene.  Stock Bar claims the same 
clientele as Campus, but with slightly less muscle-bound 
guys, resembling college jocks. Campus and Stock are 
packed weeknights and weekends.  
 Stephane, long a waiter at Taboo, has just become 
the manager for the new American owners.  Long-range 
plans call for more ̀ masculine` young men, but otherwise 
Stephan promises the bar will maintain its ambience. 
L’Adonis, under Ti-Guy-Doux, who moved over from Ta-
boo, includes a wild assortment of special events, from 
outrageous and hilarious mock drag shows, featuring Ti-
Guy-Doux himself as the talented showman, to various 
contests with prizes.
 Not once, but many times, I’ve watched as young 
men experience this scene for the first time.  A few years 

Criss – Taboo dancer, bartender
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ago, at Taboo, I saw a gorgeous young man in the 
back. He took out his own cock and was vigorous-
ly jerking off, to the amusement of those near him. 
He had just walked in off the street, after taking a 
bus from his village to what he’d heard was a gay 
mecca. “Usually, guys do that on stage,” I pointed 
out to him. “How do you get to go on stage?” he 
asked. I guided him to Ti-Guy-Doux. He danced 
that same night. He went on to become one of 
the best known nude dancers - stripping at clubs 
across the U.S. and Canada, and performing in 
mainstream commercial porn films.     
 Then again, it is sometimes a family affair. 
There have been several pairs of twin strippers in 
every one of the Montreal nude dance bars and 
many more sets of brothers. One group of three 
brothers from Québec City each came to Taboo 
to dance when they turned 18. The oldest told me, 
“Our mother used to strip at the female bar where 
Taboo now stands, and she taught us everything 
we know.¨
 On a given weekend night in Montréal even 
now, there may be 100 dancers or more strutting 
proudly nude before applauding men. One visit to 
a club is not enough to judge it. Some nights may 
be very slow - as often are Monday nights and 
Sunday afternoons. Even with fewer tourists, the 
clubs are often packed with local Anglophone and 
francophone Quebecers. In this way, and helped 
by the lack of a cover charge most of time, the 
strip clubs function more as typical neighborhood 
bars rather than garish tourist traps.  
 One ‘habitué, ´ for instance, is at Taboo virtu-
ally every night and affectionately known as ‘Mr. 
McGoo.’ He sits by the stage and falls asleep, 
snoring loudly. Dancers often pat his sleeping 
head. 
 In these bars there flourishes a whole com-
munity, a culture of older and younger men, some 
gay, some bisexual and some who also have 
wives and children. One 80-year-old ´habitué´ 
has formed a relationship with a dancer who goes 
home to the man´s tiny room when he gets off 
work at 3 a.m.
 “Once in a while, we snuggle, but mainly we 
just have great conversations, and I often meet 
his friends. I love to watch these young men in-
teract! For several months, I´d just come to watch 
him dance. I´d joke that we needed to go the back 
room so we could talk!” he told me. (The back 
room for private dances) “The bar is a complex social 
scene - the varieties and layers of relationships are amaz-
ing. The tourist only sees the commercial transaction.”   
 One dancer told me, “We date each other, we bring 
our outside lovers to watch, and sometimes we date 
customers. No money is involved - especially with the 
younger customers,” he winked. “It’s just a normal thing 
for us - boy meets boy, boy meets man, man meets man 
- it`s all there.”
 There is a darker side to this story. Matthieu is a 
strikingly beautiful young man, now 24. He grew up in 
a low-income, fundamentalist Christian home in Abitibi, 
where he was good in school. When he moved close to 

Ottawa to attend high school, he met a gay man who told 
him of the marvels of Montreal. Within months of gradu-
ation, he took his savings from work and split for the big 
city. Unfortunately, he gambled all his money at a casino 
and found himself on the street, destitute. Within days, 
he’d found the gay village was making lots of cash danc-
ing nude. 
 Over the next several years, Matthieu came in and 
out of the dancing scene several times. “The easy money 
and the easy drugs were too tempting. I didn`t want that 
life for myself,” he explained. Prostitution and pornogra-
phy often go hand-in-hand with stripping. Matthieu quit 
dancing and went back to school, where he made straight 

A’s in a technical program. Again and again, he`d 
go back to dancing, which led to drug use and 
irregular school attendance. He is now about to 
graduate. He says, “I don’t regret dancing nude. I 
met some really great people, some of whom are 
still my friends, or my mentors. But it’s a hard life 
to escape - the money, the applause, the rush, all 
of it. But this time I’m not going back.”    
 François, a regular at Taboo, says, “Never help 
someone you like get into stripping. Yes, I like to 
watch them, and I come often. Sometimes I get to 
know a dancer well, and I’ve been helpful to them 
in learning how to live. I’m a recovering alcoholic; 
18 years sober, so I can help the ones who want 
to quit drugs or drinking. 
 “Over the past ten years, I’ve watched hundreds 
of these young men. I’d say no more than 5% get 
out of the life without some serious damage. Not 
all of them do drugs, but they are damaged in oth-
er ways - dropping out of school, losing careers. 
When they start, they are fresh and cute, and the 
money rolls over them. They like to dance, so it’s 
not like a job, its fun. Some of them dance five or 
ten years, but when they are too old to dance, they 
find it’s too late for them to get another profession 
easily.”  
 Criss is one dancer who seems to have been 
helped, not damaged, by the dancer life. He 
danced about 12 years, most of that time at Taboo, 
where he started at 20. He is a muscular but boy-
ish hunk, who has also danced in the U.S. He has 
no problem being the bar’s star dancer on web-
sites and advertising. His smiling face peers out 
of the table settings at a nearby family restaurant, 
celebrating the art of nude dancing. He lives with 
his wife and their three children. “My Granma, who 
raised me, knows all about it. My wife knows. They 
don’t mind at all. Some of my best friends are gay 
men I met this way - and some come home with 
me for the night. My kids love them.”
 Criss insisted, “Taboo is a good club, and it’s 
been a good career. When I was a kid, I never 
played football; I was ashamed of my body. When 
I started to dance, I said, ‘Wow! I like my body! 
Dancing helped me work out my body image and 
my sexuality.” There are quite a few who see their 
strip bar - as a kind of “family.” They don’t want to 
leave as they get older. Nearly every bartender, 
waiter and manager of these clubs started out 
years ago as a dancer.  

 Vince is typical. He also feels he was not harmed 
by dancing, and also that it helped him come out.  He 
was one of those dancing at Taboo during the big bust 
in 2003, the last police raid in Montreal history. He was 
quoted in the Sept. 2003 issue of The Guide, “Danc-
ing was part of my coming out. It helped me, and was 
mostly positive.” Vince was dancing again when Taboo 
re-opened right after the raid. 
 Forty police officers barged into Taboo one night 
more than five years ago, arresting 34 people, includ-
ing 23 dancers, a few clients, and seven staff including 
the stage manager at the time, Ti-Guy Doux. Police told 

Top: Mattheiu / Bottom Left: Francis, dancer at L’adonis / Bottom Right: L’adonis manager
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the news media the raid was because of 
underage dancers, but only one dancer, 
a month shy of his 18 birthday was at the 
club. The charges were public indecency 
and running a house of prostitution. Louis 
Godbout, a professor and leader of the 
gay and lesbian archive of Quebec, was 
quoted in the Guide, “The police know 
how to drive a wedge between ‘respect-
able’ and ‘non-respectable’ gays.”  
 In early 2006, (see The Guide, March 
2006), the Supreme Court of Canada is-
sued a stunning ruling in a case involv-
ing a heterosexual swinger’s club, which 
had been similarly charged. The court de-
clared that sexual touching in a club was 
proper, given current Canadian mores, so 
long as it took place in a private area. This 
case led Montréal police to drop all charg-
es in the Taboo case in March, 2006.    
Criss, also dancing the night of the Ta-
boo raid, lamented, “The raid was just a 
waste of time for everybody - including 
the prosecutors and the police. I was here 
the very next night. I knew you couldn’t let 
them scare you.”   
 Since that time, nude dance clubs as 
well as sex clubs in Montréal have per-
mitted many sexual acts in private areas.  
The unwritten rule is that sexual touching 
can go on in the curtained booths, but not 
where others can see.       
 Ti-Guy Doux - real name, Guytay 
Tremblay - has been stage impresario at 
Taboo, and now at l’Adonis. He is a clown 
and magician, giving shows for children 
and adults. His flamboyant, ribald vulgar-
ity is authentic Quebec - uttered in deep 
Quebecois jowal (slang). After the 2003 
raid, he was quoted in the Guide as say-
ing, “It (the raid) was a real blow to my 
heart, spiritually and physically.” He suf-
fered a severe heart attack a few months 
later. 
 “The raid was very painful. It almost 
cost me my life. But I’m proud of the out-
come - we defended and saved a valuable 
world of culture and erotic life.” Moving 
from Taboo to l’Adonis, Ti-Guy Doux says 
he tries to “...create the same ambience. 
It’s a relaxed world of fantasy, illusion to 
some extent, but down to earth, person-
alized, humanized. There are no stars at 
l’Adonis, just real young men with jobs, 
schools, families  - like the ones you see 
on the Metro, or meet in the super market. 
We try not to have a lot of harsh rules, and 
we allow creativity. But we say absolutely 
no to drugs in the club, or guys coming 
stoned to the club, or to solicitation or 
prostitution in the club. Dancers are not to 
push drinks, nor can they demand a drink 

from the customers.”       
 For the most part, all four gay male 
nude dance clubs have this ambience - 
perhaps less at Stock (college jock types) 
and Campus (muscle bound beef cake), 
but that may be my own prejudice. Visits 
recently to those bars with a dancer friend 
from another bar convinced me that even 
the older physique types at Campus are 
playful and having their own fun. The tyr-
anny strip club, Cleopatra, on Montreal’s 
almost defunct “block,” (St. Laurent below 
St. Catherine,) has a similar easy-going 
atmosphere, though the ladies appear 
in more flamboyant costumes when they 
first come on stage.     
 Most of the straight strip clubs seem 
to specialize in stereotyped striptease 
acts that have been repeated for decades 
in such places, and which give a much 
larger psychological distance between 
dancer and customer. In the male strip 
clubs, the guys come on stage in every-
day dress, as if they’d just stepped off 
the street. Pole dances in the male clubs 
include an array of gymnastics and care-
fully choreographed ballets, showing off 
the physical strength of the dancer as well 
as their erotic charms.  Some dancers are 
quite extraordinary gymnasts - one who 
combines such feats with beautiful ballet 
was asked to audition at the Quebecois 
Cirque de Soleil.  
 On Halloween and for the annual strip 
competitions at each club, the guys outdo 
each other with hand-made, creative cos-
tumes ranging from outlandish drag to the 
garb of space aliens. One dancer at Ta-
boo, now at l’Adonis, does a terrific imita-
tion of Charley Chaplin, while another is a 
very convincing wild Indian with bow and 
arrow. 
 All in all, the art of erotic male danc-
ing is alive and well in Montréal. It’s not 
just strip tease anymore - though the 
tease is still there! It’s a finely crafted art 
form, with many varieties of dress, dance 
forms, and physical types. 
 If you want to see naked men dance 
erotically; if you like to be teased by the 
strip itself; if you want to see handsome 
youths leaping on stage in street dress 
and then peeling them off; or, if you want 
to see real homoerotic imagination - the 
Montréal erotic male dancer world is for 
you! It is all of these things and more!
 AUTHOR`S NOTE:  The Montréal 
strip bars mentioned in this article which 
are still thriving are:
Taboo, 1950 Rue le Maisonneuve Est.;  
L̀Adonis, 1681 Rue Ste-Catherine Est.;  
Le Stock, 1171 Rue Ste-Catherine Est.;  
Campus, 1111 Rue Ste-Catherine Est.
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street festival on Camac Street and closing parties at Sisters and Tavern on Ca-
mac. May 23-26, 2009. libertybellclassic.org 
 The first annual Philadelphia GLBT Artists Festival, organized by Traverse 
Arts Projects, is a four-day showcase featuring music, dance, theater and visual 
arts at various venues throughout the city. May 28-31. 

June
The Philadelphia Gay and Lesbian Theatre Festival gives new and emerging art-
ists a chance to explore the LGBT experience at theaters throughout the city. The 
performances take place in several of Philadelphia’s most cherished theaters, 
including the Arden Theatre and the Walnut Street Theatre. June 11-27. (215) 
627-6483, 
 Philadelphia recognizes all shades of gay pride at the annual Pride Day, fea-
turing entertainment; plenty of food and vendors of all sorts at Penn’s Landing. 
June 14. Great Plaza, Columbus Boulevard & Chestnut Street, (215) 875-9288, 

July-August
More than 100 of the top cowboys and 
cowgirls from North America ride into 
the city for the Liberty Stampede Ro-
deo, featuring classic events such as 
bull riding, steer racing and barrel rac-
ing at the Devon Horse Show Grounds. 
Dance parties around town highlight 
the nighttime activities. July 31-August 
2, 2009. 
 Gay and lesbian tennis players 
face off in Bucks County each year for 
the New Hope Open, sponsored by the 
Gay and Lesbian Tennis Association. 
August 23-25. 
 The Greater Philadelphia Tour-
ism Marketing Corporation (GPTMC) 
makes Philadelphia and The Country-
side® a premier destination through 
marketing and image building that in-
creases business and promotes the 
region’s vitality.
 For more information about travel to Philadelphia, visit gophila.com or uwi-
shunu.com, where you can build itineraries; search event calendars; see photos 
and videos; view interactive maps; sign up for newsletters; listen to HearPhilly, 
an online radio station about what to see and do in the region; book hotel reser-
vations and more. Or, call the Independence Visitor Center, located in Historic 
Philadelphia, at (800) 537-7676.

Philly Web Resources

gophila.com
Philly Pride: phillypride.org
Tennis Tournament: glta.net
LGBT Theater Fest: pgltf.org
Equality Forum:  
equalityforum.com
LGBT Swim Meet: philadelphia-
fins.org
Liberty Stampede (rodeo): 
libertygra.org
LGBT Theater Fest: 
traversetheater.org/festival
Black Pride Festival: 
phillyblackpride.org
LGBT Artists Festival:
traversetheater.org/festival

•
•
•
•
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•
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•

-- continued from page 11
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Why should I use a travel agent when I 
can do it myself on the Internet? It is true 
that you may be able to find a cruise or a 
resort on the Internet, and in some cases 
you may find a cheap bargain.
 But a travel agent is a professional 
who studies travel, including cruise lines, 
resorts, airlines, destinations, travel in-
surance, shore excursions and every-
thing else related to travel. The hours and 
hours spent by travel agents studying and 
researching is to enable them to provide 
you with the best vacation you have ever 
had.
 While you can go online and book a 
vacation, is that all that there is to it? How 
do you know which cruise line or resort to 
choose? Which category cabin or room is 
best for you? Do you really need travel in-
surance? Is the cruise line insurance the 
only insurance available to you? Are there 
differences between insurance policies? 
What destinations do you want to see? Do 
you believe, as many do, that all the Ca-
ribbean Islands are the same? What are 
your choices for shore excursions? How 
will you get to your port of embarkation? 
Can’t live without your dog but still want to 
cruise-what choice do you have? What is 
the difference between a shore excursion 
and a cruise tour? These are just a few 
of the questions that a travel agent can 
answer for you.
 There are so many wonderful rea-
sons to take a cruise! A cruise vacation 
is practically all-inclusive…you will experi-
ence gourmet meals in beautifully deco-
rated dining rooms, impeccable service, 
spa facilities designed to pamper you, 
incredible destinations all over the world, 
comfortable cabins, amazing Las Vegas 
style shows and much, much more.
 Cruises are great way for a group to 
celebrate together! It doesn’t matter if it 
is a group of seniors, church members, 

OUTloud Cruise Group Offers Caribbean Vacation with 
an LGBT Twist

members of a fraternal organization, 
schools, alumni, hobby groups, groups of 
friends, or even a family reunion. A cruise 
is a great way to enjoy your special time 
together. Cruise lines provide special 
amenities and incentives to make your 
vacation even more special!
 Many businesses also use cruises 
as a venue for their annual meeting or as 
rewards for salespersons or as an incen-
tive. Cruise ships have great large and 
small facilities onboard for meetings or 
seminars and state of the art audio/visual 
equipment available for use.
 Perhaps you don’t want to put your 
vacation in the hands of a small travel 
agency with only a few agents on staff, 
or perhaps it is that you don’t want to deal 
with a large agency where you may feel 
like just a reservation, instead of a real 
family. Maybe you are too busy to take 
time out of your day to meet with a travel 
agent in person, or perhaps you like that 
personal attention that you get by meeting 
with a travel agent and working jointly to 
put together your perfect holiday.
 No matter what your preference, 
Cruise PlannersSM is the agency for you. 
Cruise PlannersSM is a network of over 
750 franchises locally. Our Cruise Plan-
nersSM agency consists of two CLIA 
(Cruise Line International Association) 
certified travel agents, with the support 
and assistance, if needed, from the other 
750 Cruise PlannersSM franchisees and 
the entire staff of the Cruise PlannersSM 
home office in Florida.
 In other words, if we don’t know the 
answers to your questions, we do know 
where we can find them. Since 9/11, the 
travel agent industry has taken a major 
change, whereas most Travel Agencies 
were once brick and mortar, the trend de-
veloping in the industry is toward home-
based agencies. Our agency is home-

based and is owned by mother and son, 
Paula and Paul Belletiere. We will be 
happy to meet with you by appointment at 
your location or at ours and our telephone 
is answered 24/7.
 With Cruise Planners focusing our 
specialty on the cruise industry, we have 
achieved “Top Producer” status with vir-
tually every cruise line. This allows us to 
offer the best possible prices along with 
professional personalized service.
 All Cruise PlannersSM agents are 
highly trained individuals who can se-
lect for you the right cruise that will suit 
all of your needs and wishes. With all the 
new and exciting ships sailing today, your 
choices are endless!
 As an American Express Travel Ser-
vices Representative agency, your Cruise 
PlannersSM agents have access to AMEX 
Mariners Club benefits. These may in-
clude additional special fares, Mariner 
Hosts to accompany you on your cruise, 

exclusive pre- and post- cruise tours, free 
shore side events and elegant dining, 
shipboard credits and so much more!
 Cruise PlannersSM and Baltimore 
Outloud, along with Royal Caribbean 
have put together a special 7-night sailing 
for you aboard the “Oasis of the Seas” in 
September 2010. Together, we have ar-
ranged for many surprises and special 
amenities designed exclusively for the 
Baltimore Outloud Cruise Group. This will 
not be your “run of the mill cruise”! We 
welcome you to call for more information 
at 410-761-3554.
 Cruise PlannersSM is a licensed, 
bonded and insured CLIA member. At 
Cruise PlannersSM we truly care about 
your cruise vacation and will always go 
the extra mile to fulfill your cruise dreams. 
In other words, we plan your vacation as if 
it were our own!
 ASK US HOW YOU CAN EARN A 
FREE CRUISE!

 Cruise Planners Event Re-Cap
Pictured are Paul Belletiere (l.) of Cruise Planners 
and Bob Rose of Royal Caribbean International at 
the Rowan Tree on April 18. They showed slides and 
discussed the upcoming Cruise Planners-OUTloud 
cruise group on Royal Caribbeans’s Oasis of the 
Sea--the largest cruise ship in the world.

 The cruise through the Western Caribbean will 
take place on September 18-25, 2010.  Folks who 
join this crusie group are entitled to special tours, 
gifts and other amenities. See ad in this paper for 
details.
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leather line

By rodney Burger

For many years now 
most of my vacations 
have centered around 
leather contest and 
leather club events. 
Thanks to these 

events I have had wonderful times in New 
York, Chicago, Dallas, San Francisco, 
Tampa, Charlotte, Washington, D.C. and 
even Tulsa, Oklahoma!  Every once in 
awhile, however, it is nice to just get away 
from it all and relax. Of course, I still drag 
along my leather because for this leather 
guy it is not just leather drag!
 For spectacular scenery and the 
charm of a small western town, nothing 
beats Guerneville, California. This little 
municipality along the Russian River is 
Bonanza meets Brokeback Mountain! 
In the heart of it all is the Russian River 
Resort. It has been Northern California’s 
premier gay and lesbian resort for over 
25 years. With three bars, a restaurant, a 
hot tub, and a beautiful pool, the RRR is 
a great place to get away from it all. You 
may also be able to catch some of their 
special room rates, which start at just $40 
(Sunday-Thursday). Wednesday night is 
“Leather Disco” night. With warm after-
noons by the pool and cool evenings it is 
just perfect. On both visits my room had a 
wood-burning stove. There is nothing like 
curling up by the fire!
 The RRR is only a short walk from 
town where one can enjoy the friendly 
staff and ice-cold beer at the Rainbow 
Cattle Company Bar. Opened in 1979 it is 
a great place to hang out and meet the lo-
cals. The Russian River Eagle is no more, 
but there is Mc T’s Bull Pen Bar and FAB-
-”Biggest Dance Club North of the Golden 
Gate” complete with go-go boys, guest 
DJ’s and themed events.
 FAB is located in the historic River 
Theatre. While there you will also want to 
visit Armstrong Woods State Reserve. I 
never thought I would get to see the gi-
ant redwoods, but there they were! After 
a hike in the woods there is nothing like 
a relaxing glass of wine—after all, you 
can’t visit Napa Valley without a little wine 
tasting!
 The Sonoma County Pride Parade is 
scheduled for noon on Sunday, May 31st 
with a festival on the grounds of the Dawn 
Ranch Lodge. I am sure it will be a big 
day! Just 20 miles from Guerneville, you 
will find twisting turning roads, which skirt 
along rocky cliffs that slope down to the 

blue Pacific Ocean. It is a picture post 
card in every direction and one of my fa-
vorite places!
 The Russian River Resort is not 
clothing optional (due to the restaurants 
and bars) but there is no shortage of 
clothing optional resorts in one of the gay-
est places on earth- Palm Springs! With a 
gay mayor, a gay majority city council and 
according to the 2000 census, a popula-
tion that is 50% gay, Palm Springs makes 
San Francisco look straight!
 I have stayed at three resorts there 
and have loved them all! The Chaps Inn is 
billed as “The Premier Resort for Leather-
men & Bears.” Operated by two delightful 
British transplants Stuart and Ian, this is 
a great place to relax. The Chaps Inn is 
a ten room clothing optional resort with a 
heated salt water pool, cool misting sys-
tem, steam room, and an outdoor sling, 
Saint Andrews cross, and puppy cage. 
The rooms range in size from a deluxe 
suite with bedroom, full kitchen, and patio 
for $154 a night to a smaller room with a 
king size bed and full size fridge for $114. 
All rooms have ceiling hooks (Try asking 
for that at the Hyatt!) and if you forgot to 
pack the sling you may rent one for $15 a 
day!
 The largest portion of gay lodging 
in Palm Springs is in the Warm Sands 
neighborhood. Here you will find Inn Ex-
ile, INNdulge, All Worlds Resort, and the 
very cozy Columns Resort. The staff at 
the Columns Resort were outstanding. 
They even served us banana pancakes 
in a cabana by the pool. I have a small 
framed picture that I took of this very trop-
ical looking resort, and when I am hav-
ing a bad day, I pick up that picture and 
look at that beautiful pool surrounded by 

palm trees with the stunning Palm Spring 
mountains in the background. It always 
cheers me up. A short walk from the Col-
umns Resort is the Tool Shed “ the des-
ert’s favorite Levi and leather bar.”
 Next to Palm Springs is Cathedral 
City. There you will find The Barracks 
Bar. Their Sunday afternoon beer bust is 
not to be missed. My very first time there 
my friend Dale Bruenig (International 
LeatherSIR 2002) was bartending so I 
was greeted with a loud shout of: “Rod-
ney!!!” and of course, that famous Dale 
Bruenig tongue (which made a patron ex-
claim, “How come I never get greeted like 
that?”).
 Not far from the Barracks is the Ambi-
ente Inn / Black Palm. This two resorts in 
one features international-themed suites 
at the Ambiente Inn and fetish-themed 
suites at the Black Palm. It has more of 
a desert setting, quite different from the 
tropical Columns Resort- but also beauti-
ful. Plus our suite was huge!
 Last April on my birthday I had hoped 
to return to Palm Springs to celebrate. 
Unfortunately the weekend of my birthday 
turned out to be the popular White Party 
and the town was booked out. I am happy 
to report that Sir Steve came up with a 
surprise destination that did not disap-
point: the Blue Moon Resort in fabulous 
Las Vegas!
 It is the only gay men’s resort in 
Vegas and is conveniently located just 
a few blocks off the strip behind Circus 
Circus. There are beautifully decorated 
rooms with flat screen TVs featuring four 
in-house porn stations and a gay movie 
channel. Our room overlooked the spec-
tacular pool, which has a hot tube in a 
grotto behind a cascading waterfall! Ev-

ery Sunday there is a free poolside BBQ 
and for those who are not staying at the 
Blue Moon Resort (we met an LA police-
men attending a convention at the Hilton) 
day passes are available.
 The Blue Moon has a complemen-
tary breakfast buffet each morning, a 
steam room, and other assorted places 
to work out. Plus, there is no shortage of 
fun in Las Vegas! The Buffalo Bar has not 
changed in years and is just as friendly 
as always. It has a comfortable old school 
feel to it.
 Of course, there is also the Las Ve-
gas Eagle, which is located, as many bars 
in Vegas are, in a shopping center. My 
favorite bar in Vegas was the fairly new 
Fun Hog Ranch. It is centrally located 
just off Paradise on Twain. Leather and 
fetish wear can be seen there, but is not 
required. They also have a fun $5 Sunday 
beer bust! When we were there they were 
showing a video of IML 2006 at the bar. 
You can bet that when I return to Vegas 
I will be at the Blue Moon! Of course, the 
best part is “what happens in Vegas stays 
in Vegas!”
 However, not all the fun resorts are 
out west. Last August I also found time 
to visit Fort Lauderdale and stayed at 
the Worthington Guest House. The huge 
walk-in shower in our suite alone was a 
religious experience. Of course, everyone 
enjoys water sports at the beach! Once 
again there was a great pool, hot tub, sun-
deck and a breakfast buffet. Plus, it may 
be Florida but don’t forget the leather!
 The popular Ramrod has a great 
gothic decor and thriving leather scene. 
They also have all kinds of drink specials 
(cowboy hat night, yellow hanky night, 

Left: ShipMates present check to Johns Hopkins Moore Clinic from Daddy Christmas Fundraiser / Right: check being presented by Scarlet’s Bake Sale Foundation to 
GLOV Dc’s GLBT Anti-Violence task Force

-- continued on page 39
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Treat yourself

Shop with friends

Sample specialty foods 

Enjoy children’s shows

Leave refreshed

BUY DISCOUNT
TICKETS ONLINE

APRIL 24, 25, 26, 2009
Maryland State Fairgrounds
Timonium, MD (EXIT 17 OFF I-83)
Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5

ƒ

SugarloafCrafts.com

Come to the Sugarloaf Crafts Festival to relieve your stress, 
forget the news and interact with hundreds of caring artists.

SUPPORT AMERICAN ARTISANS

RETAIL
THERAPY you can afford

fashion

By Larry Walker

On Saturday April 9 the people of Studio 
2113 (2113 N. Charles Street) invited us 
to come and “confess our fashion sins” 
at what was being deemed a fashion ex-
travaganza. This event showcased the 
talents of such up-and-coming artists of 
Baltimore’s fashion community as Des-
cai, S.A.M V. 1922, YingEdge, Intyisn, 
Dumbfesh clothing, Vamoocho by Deron 
Shields, Glamesou Couture Jewelry, 
Magnami Style &Co.
 “Confession of a Fashion Idol” was 
held on the 5th floor of Baltimore’s Center 
Stage Theater. This locale I thought was 
perfect as it set an ambiance of exclusiv-
ity. The space employed minimal décor, 
and the runway was denoted by the spac-
ing of seating, which again I thought was 
a good idea for there would be little to no 
distractions from the clothes.
 After a few ‘technical difficulties’ the 
show began with an opening choreo-
graphed dance that supported the shows 
“Confess your sins to the Fashion High 
Priest” theme.
 The first collection to hit the runway 
was from Glamesou Couture Jewelry 
by Christopher Lundy who was not only 
displaying his accessory line, but also 
his hairstyles as he is one of Baltimore’s 
leading cosmeticians. Models filed onto 
the runway donning these larger than life 
metallic medallions and earrings, the sort 
that would only be worn by women with a 
similar personality.
 Coupled with Chris’ neck and arm 
wear his models also sported creatively 
handmade feathery head dresses and 
hair designs that were equally stunning, 
but unlike his jewelry wouldn’t translate 
well to a night out on the town for most 
woman.
 The second collection came courtesy 
of Ying Edge a line made from the imagi-
nation of 18 year-old designer Bishme 
Cromartie who I predict will be soon tak-
ing the fashion world by storm. I could 
not believe my eyes as his pieces hit the 
runway; they were not what you would ex-
pect from a man his age. His line was very 
high fashion but done with an urban flare. 
Bishme gave us formal dresses made of 

Local Designers Reflect 
Community Diversity

denim, and a black and white ball gown 
showstopper that looks like it walked off a 
runway in Milan.
 The third and fourth collections were 
urban street wear designs from Dumb 
Fresh and Intysin design companies. 
Dumb Fresh’s line was mostly geared 
toward men who went for the jeans and 
a polo type of appearance. Intysin was 
geared toward the urban woman who 
goes for style as well as comfort “Divas in 
Denim.”
 Up next to confess their fashion sins 
was Descai. Inc., equipped with elegant 
garments for women who are risk takers. 
The clothes come adorned with a vibe 
of fashion forwardness and creativity. 
I guess Descai was here to confess for 
making the women of Baltimore look sexy 
yet practical.
 Collection number six was the first 
of a three-part unveiling from the fea-
tured Designer Paco Rogiene, owner of 
MagnamiStyl & Co. This collection was 
something new for Paco who is known for 
designing fabulous garments for females. 
This season he offers his first collection 
for men, stocked with trendy outfits that 
incorporate vibrant blue and rust colored 

-- continued on page 39
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Or Surprise Mom with a 
Miss Shirley’s Cafe Gift Card!

Let Mom hang up
her apron and celebrate

Mother’s Day
all week!

May 4th - 10th
Sunday, May 10th open until 4 p.m.

Unfortunately, we do not
accept reservations.

Roland Park

Inner Harbor

www.MissShirleys.com
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on the stage

Call of the Wild at Olney Theatre
By Ben ryland

There is an interesting, ambitious, over-produced, and unsuc-
cessful world premiere musical on stage at the Olney Theatre 
through May 3rd based on Jack London’s novel, Call of the Wild. 
I have never read the book or seen a film version of the story but 
I understand it has something to do with the hardships of men 
living in Alaska (pre-Sarah Palin, go figure) and the dogs, that 
one way or another, share their lives. Oh yes, and it is told from 
the dog’s perspective at least whenever convenient to the plot 
here. Good Dog!
 In the opening scene the dogs decide to hold off eating the 
audience. Instead they decide to tell us their story. The audience 
members were the unlucky ones. From what I could understand 
this musical is telling us the story of Buck, the main character 
dog but the second act is all about his off-spring White Fang 
which is a separate book. But the biggest problem is that Buck 
dominates the first act and disappears in the second with just a 
throw away mention of his death. Most of the other deaths are 
explicitly shown, along with gutting, skinning and eating of fresh 
kill corpses. Yecch…..
 Dogs are not just property but also currency in this frozen 
wilderness and a good one is a prized possession. Buck is a 
prized one. Another is Spitz the lead dog that loses his place in 
the pecking order and eventually become puppy chow.
 The cast includes a grizzled old barkeeper prone to vio-
lence, a Frenchman who is everyone’s friend, and a recently 
arrived mapmaker. All take a short journey in this long
 2 ½ hour show that begins to drag after the opening number. 
Jon Lipsky and Bill Barclay have created a by the-book-musical 
that could have been so much more. The anthropomorphic style 
of the story is so buried by the metaphors that it all becomes 
messy.
 Few songs are complete; most are interrupted several times 
with dialogue that makes them often seem endless. The lyr-
ics are cliché ridden and there are just too damn many songs. 
“Remember Me,” is the only tune I can recall as having a nice 
melody. One of the problems of the book is the absolute lack of 
humor in a show where actors are portraying animals and the 

violence is so dominate in their lives. There is nothing to relieve 
the tension such as the couple who run the inn in Les Miz that 
humorously pop-up several times in the plotline. This show was 
workshopped at Boston University and toured in a National Play-
ers production. For all the elaborate staging it still feels like just 
a college show.
 Call of the Wild is a constant struggle to survive in a frozen 
dog-eat-dog world, which also includes the gold diggers, riff-
raff, wolves and Indians. Compromises are made for survival, 
the mapmaker lives with the Indians, White Fang takes over the 
pack, but death is constantly around with its red ‘roses’ in the 
snow.
 Generally well acted and sung the cast standouts include 
James Gardiner as Buck, Kieran Welsh-Phillips, William Diggle 
and especially Jim Zidar as the shopkeeper.
 I can’t recommend the show at this point, and unfortunately 
I don’t think its ‘fixable’ beyond what it is. And what it is, is not a 
crowd pleaser.

CALL OF THE WILD - at the Olney Theatre, Rt.108 W of Colum-
bia | Now Playing until May 3rd

 Showtunes Re-Cap
Showtunes Video Madness
The Hippo
Tuesdays, 9pm - 1am

 Baltimore
SOUVENIR
Apr. 24 - May 24
Centerstage
410.332.0033
www.centerstage.org

BUG
April 17 - May 3
Fells Point Corner 
Theatre
410.276.7634
www.fpct.org

ON GOLDEN POND

May 1 - May 31
Spotlighters
410.752.1225
www.spotlighters.org 

CANDIDA
Apr. 24 - May30
The Bay Theatre 
Company
410-268-1333
www.baytheatre.org 

A MAN FOR ALL 
SEASONS
April 24 - May 2
Pasadena Theatre 
Company
(410) 975-0200
www.ptcshows.com 

I HATE HAMLET

Apr. 17 – May 17
Vagabond Players
410-563-9135
www.vagabondplayers.org 

MENOPAUSE THE 
MUSICAL
Apr. 14 - May 10
The Bethesda Theatre
301-657-STAR (7827)
www.bethesdatheatre.com 

 DC
RAGTIME
Apr 18 - May 17
In the Eisenhower 
Theater
The Kennedy Center

(202) 467-4600
www.kennedy-center.org

ROCk’ N’ ROLL
April 22 - May 31
The Studio Theatre 
STOOP STORIES
Now  - Apr. 12
In the Metheny Theatre
202-332-3300
www.studiotheatre.org 

THE RISE AND FALL OF 
ANNIE HALL
Apr. 15–May 24
Theater J
(202) 518-9400.
www.washingtondcjcc.org 

CALL OF THE WILD 
-THE MUSICAL

Now - May 3
Olney Theatre Center
301.924.3400
www.olneytheatre.org 

SEE WHAT I WANNA 
SEE
Apr. 7 – May 31
Signature Theatre’s
703- 820-9771
www.sig-online.org 

 N Virginia
HEROES
Apr. 23 - May 24
MetroStage
703 548 9044
www.metrostage.org 

SMALL CRAFT 
WARNINGS
Now - May 10 
At the Clark Street 
Playhouse
Washington 
Shakespeare Company
703-418-4808
www.washingtonshakespeare.org 

 Dinner
FOOTLOOSE
Now - June 14
Lorenzo’s Timonium 
Dinner Theatre.
410-560-1113
www.timoniumdinnertheatre.com 

listings
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on the screen

“A kind of coke-numbed Short Cuts.
Impresses with style.”

-Troy Patterson, SPIN

“Part morality tale,
part voyeuristic time  

trip. Strong stuff.”
-Michael Cieply, The New York Times

“A totally faithful
adaptation of Ellis’

novel. Delivers guilty
pleasures aplenty.”

-Rob Nelson, Variety 

SELECT ENGAGEMENTS START FRIDAY, APRIL 24
Balt. Out Loud
1/4 pg
Fri 4/24
Allied DC BG

In The Soloist, an emotionally soaring 
drama about the redemptive power of 
music, journalist Steve Lopez (Downey 
Jr.) discovers Nathaniel Anthony Ayers 
(Foxx), a former classical music prodigy, 
playing his violin on the streets of L.A. As 
Lopez endeavors to help the homeless 
man find his way back, a unique friend-
ship is formed, one that transforms both 
their lives.
 Based on a true story, The Soloist be-
gins as a movie about a reporter who des-
perately needs a new story for his column 
and he stumbles across this homeless 
musician quite by accident, but then dis-
covers the man has some serious mental 
issues that may make his claims of train-
ing at Julliard not as factual as he claims. 
Good reporter that he is, Lopez contacts 
Julliard and learns that Ayers was indeed 
a student there. 
 Lopez is determined to help Ayers 
get back on his feet and get back to his 
music, but after a failed attempt at getting 
Ayers set up in an apartment and private 
music lessons Lopez is at the end of his 

The Soloist rope with Ayers. Except for Lopez, the 
columns he’s been writing about Ayers 
have brought him acclaim and awards 
which leads his ex-wife (and current boss) 
to accuse him of exploiting Ayers for his 
own fame. After a violent encounter with 
Ayers nearly brings the relationship to an 
end, Lopez realizes that his friendship just 
might be helping Ayers overcome some of 
his mental health issues.
 The Soloist is an entertaining film, 
and with the star-power and performances 
from the two leads, it makes one wonder 
why the studio delayed the film’s original 
fall release – it has Oscar bait written all 
over it – to a week before the big sum-
mer season kick-off. Foxx would surely 
have been a shoo-in for a nomination 
because the Academy loves actors who 
play characters with mental illness and if 
they’re based on real people, even better!  
He imbues Ayers with a Rain Man quality 
of repeating words and spelling his name, 
giving him a sweetness you’d expect but 
he has the ability to turn violent at the 
drop of a hat.  
 The film never really explains what 
exactly Ayers suffers from, although 
schizophrenia is mentioned (and Ayers 
hears voices in particularly stressful mo-
ments). Foxx also convincingly “plays” 
both the violin and cello, and shows such 
pure emotion as he connects with the mu-
sic that you can’t but be moved by the mu-
sic and his performance. 
 Downey also gets to run through a 
gamut of emotions as the cynical reporter 
who just needs a story but find himself 
moved by this man that he initially set out 
to use as a tool to sell papers. Keener 
has a small role as Lopez’ editor and ex-
wife and even after a drunken moment of 
accusations regarding Lopez’ intentions 
ends up being the one to convince him 
that Ayers needs his friendship.
 Director Joe Wright keeps the film 
moving through the present and in flash-
backs, showing us how Ayers love for 
music was about to take him places but 
never explains what caused him to de-
velop his illness (the stress of attending 
Julliard seems to have been the catalyst 
if the movie is to be believed). Wright also 
manages to make Los Angeles look like 
one city you would never want to visit as 
the streets around the community cen-
ter Lopez takes Ayers to is crowded with 
homeless, drug addicted people living in 
squalor – and the sad thing is this place 
really exists  But Wright manages to cap-
ture some truly magical moments as the 

music of Beethoven carries Ayers away 
from this place, particularly in the Disney 
Concert Hall as the camera flies over the 
orchestra and into the audience where 
Ayers and Lopez sit alone soaking in the 
sounds, and these scenes manage to car-
ry the viewer away as well.

By Chuck duncan

Cast: Jamie Foxx; Robert Downey Jr.; 
Catherine Keener; Tom Hollander; Lisa 
Gay Hamilton Director: Joe Wright

 The Soloist may not live up to every-
thing it strives to be, but it never drags and 
it certainly leaves you wanting to know 
more about Nathaniel Anthony Ayers Jr.

Rated PG-13 for thematic elements, some 
drug use and language. 
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DAVE KNIGHT
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Expect More from
Coldwell Banker

Roland Park Cross Keys
Village of Cross Keys ~ 38 Village Square

Baltimore, MD 21210
410.235.4100 (office)   410.235.2230 (fax)

443.980.1666 (cell)
dknight@cbmove.com (email)

cbmove.com/david.knight (website)

Leitner Winstead

Realtors
1 VILAGE SQUARE, STE.131

BALTIMORE, MD 21210
OFFICE: 410.323.6000 ext 114

CELL: 410.960.8005
FAX: 410.323.0016
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ANNAPoLIS
-- continued from cover

 For the second year in a row, legis-
lative leaders in the House and Senate 
failed to take a vote on the Religious Free-
dom and Civil Marriage Protection Act, cit-
ing a lack of votes in the Senate Judicial 
Proceedings Committee. In the House 
Judiciary Committee, however, legisla-
tors resoundingly voted down an anti-gay 
constitutional amendment, showing that 
discrimination has no place in our state 
constitution.
 As more states join Iowa, Massa-
chusetts, Connecticut and Vermont in 
granting equal marriage rights to same-
sex couples, Maryland will continue to fall 
behind. We must all continue to pressure 
leaders in Annapolis to do more to ad-
vance rights for same-sex couples, and to 
stop creating roadblocks to progress like 
the Senate Judicial Proceedings Commit-
tee that stymie true debate on lgbt rights.

at: http://www.lulu.com/content/6194990. 
The eBook form of Transitions for the Am-
azon Kindle reader is available at: http://
www.amazon.com/dp/B00267T3E4
 It is hoped that by June 15 Transi-
tions will be available online at Barne-
sAndNoble.com, Yahoo Books, Border’s 
Online, and other online book retailers. 
The suggested retail price for Transitions 
is $16.50, plus shipping. The suggested 
retail price for the Amazon Kindle version 
of Transitions is $7.99.
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bill will pass.
 I am one such person who would 
benefit greatly from the passage of the 
UAFA. My partner is from Europe and 
we both live and work in the suburbs of 
NYC, where we bought an apartment 
together a few years ago. With the 
recent economic downturn, my partner’s 
employer has notified him that his work 
visa will not be renewed when it expires 
in a few months.
 If he cannot locate another employer 
willing to sponsor his work visa (he has 
been trying for months, but not only is it 
difficult to find a job at the moment, but 
especially so when you have to convince 
the employer to hire an immigration 
attorney), we will be forced to sell our 
place, leave our family and friends, 
and move to Europe. This is something 
neither of us wants to do as we have built 
a life here together.
 If this bill fails, the hope is that part 

LeTTer To The edITor
-- continued from page 17

cardigans and skinny jeans. Skater clique 
is what came to mind as his models took 
to the runway.
 Next to Grace the Alter was Sam V 
1922, dedicated to your 80’s disco diva. 
Designs for women not afraid to wear an 
animal print or to don a little sequin to con-
vey her sense of style, Sam V has put to-
gether a throwback to fashion’s “wild child 
party days,” or should I say daze. Sam V 
is daring you to be different and to push 
the envelope on your personal style.
 Paco Rogiene closed the show with 
a two-part finale. We were given clas-
sic business looks and designs that are 
geared to everyday women. Versatile de-
signs such as flowing sundresses, outfits 
for a night out or suits for a day at the 
office.
 The first thing that strikes you about 
his designs is how well they are put to-
gether. There aren’t any haphazard ele-
ments. Every facet of every top or bottom 
perfectly flows with the rest of the look. 
The best aspect of the presentation is 
when the audience thought that it was all 
over, the announcer conveys that the pre-
viously seen collection was the past, and 
then debuted Paco’s line for 2009.
 They say that “the devil is in the de-
tails.” Well Mr. Rogiene is in desperate 
need of an exorcism because his works 
of art are full of devilish details—every-
thing from classic pleats to the placement 
of stylish buttons. The focus was still 

of it can be included in a Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform bill later this year, 
so that our families can finally enjoy the 
same rights as heterosexual binational 
couples.
 Sadly, many members of the lgbt 
Community are not aware of this issue. 
Please help spread the word!!
—Sincerely, Anonymous in Ny
(Unfortunately, because of the legal 
ramifications surrounding immigration 
and same-sex couples, I feel I need to 
remain anonymous.)
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contemporary items that are dually high 
fashion and practical. But it felt like every 
piece had a pulse or heartbeat.
 This collection featured a number 
works that have resurrected the floral 
print. Anyone who can take a floral print 
and make it sexy or smart or smart and 
sexy is cool by me. I mean the hallelujahs 
could be heard outside I’m sure.
 In all, I would say that my “Confes-
sions” experience was a great one. Not 
only did I get to satisfy my addiction to 
seeing pretty things, but I also got to expe-
rience a rarely seen aspect of Baltimore’s 
Black gay community and the potential 
and power there within.
 Most of the designers in this show 
are a product of that community and un-
der the age of 30, and just like the items 
they produce, are beautiful treasures to 
be placed on a pedestal and appreciated 
in their glories. Attending this event made 
me feel proud to be a part of something 
so diverse and awesome. Good job Stu-
dio 2113!

etc.). Didn’t pack that harness? No prob-
lem, Leather Werks has two locations the 
main store and a smaller store right inside 
the Ramrod. The Sunday night tea dance 
at Jackhammer is also not to be missed.
 After all Ft Lauderdale is where the 
boys are! So, what are you doing this 
summer? Wherever you go, make sure 
you pack the leather. I wouldn’t leave 
home without it!
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 Divapalooza 2009 
Breaks Record
raises $43K for Moveable feast

The divas and divos of Divapalooza took 
to the stage once again for their annual 
charity event on April 17 and 18, and with 
last year’s record breaking donations totaling more than $38,000 and the current 
economic downturn, hopes were not high that they would be able to top that figure. 
But hopes were lifted once tickets went on sale in February and sold out within a 
week – something that has never happened in the history of the show. 
 The first night saw donations of over $19,000 which was another record for the 
Friday night show which is typically a bit more low-key. Saturday’s show shattered 
more records with a tally of over $24,000 bringing the weekend total to over $43,000. 
Perhaps it was the mix of political humor which kicked off with the opening number 
– George Bush left D.C. to the tune of “Hit the Road Jack,” Aretha and her hat arrived 
to inappropriately sing “My Country Tis of Thee,” and the Obamas blew into town 
singing “Movin’ On Up” - and raunch – plenty of numbers involved male and female 
body parts and the various names they’re known by – but the main edict is that it all 
has to be funny.
 Whatever it was, 2009 was a record breaker for the Divas and once again the or-
ganization has chosen Moveable Feast as the benefactor of the donations collected 
at the show.  Through ticket sales, auctions, raffles and tip, Divapalooza gives 100% 
of everything collected at the shows to Moveable Feast, and holds smaller events 
like bingo to cover the cost of the show. Admissions this year alone raised $18,000, 
and the many raffle and auction items bring in a large percentage of the final do-
nation. Prizes included baskets of booze (some raffled prizes were donated back 
for auction to raise more money), coffee baskets, DVD baskets, tickets to sporting 
events and concerts, boat trips, private dinners and tickets to Barry Manilow’s Las 
Vegas show with airfare provided by AirTran and hotel accommodations provided by 
the Las Vegas Hilton.  A good time was had by all who attended, and the cast and 
crew want to thank everyone who attended the show and donated cash and prizes to 
benefit Moveable Feast. If you’d like more information about Divapalooza, visit their 
website at www.divapalooza.com. 

 Miss Gay MD
After two days of competing for the 
coveted Miss Gay Maryland title, Sue 
Nami walked away with the roses. Ms 
Nami will represent the state at the na-
tional competition later this year.

Sue Nami with pageant promoter Roger Dimick.
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