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What began simply as a gay men’s dinner 
group in the Baltimore area in December 
2005 has evolved into an expansive 
social group that goes well beyond dining. 
According to the RGroup’s statement on 
the home page of rgroup.us, which is a 
Yahoo! Groups site, their “mission is to 
promote gay parties, dining, networking 
and social events, theatre, private 
shopping nights, products, services, and 
MORE!”
 To be clear, the RGroup is not a dating 
site or a sex club. The “MORE” relates 
mainly to its charitable functions, of which 
the founder, Ted Hart, is proud. “We not 
only promote events, but we also want to 
build a sense of community,” says Hart, a 
resident of Columbia.
 This can best be achieved, according 
to Hart, through social interactions at 
events and community giving. The group 
is free and open to all lgbt folks, as well 
as “cool straights,” from Baltimore and the 

RGroup founder Ted Hart

 ‘Net-based RGroup 
Building a Sense of 
Community
By Steve Charing

 Woman Charged 
in Murder Outside 
Nightclub
Sharone Latrice Newton, 34, of 
Randallstown was arrested and charged 
in connection with the homicide that 
took place outside Coconuts Café on 
March 6. According to police, Newton 
was involved in an altercation on the 
dance floor with several patrons and 

left the premises following an argument. 
She returned in a dark SUV at closing 
time and began attacking Brendi Simms, 
Sheray Belt and others with a pipe 
outside the bar.
 During the fight, Newton retrieved 
a revolver from her vehicle and opened 
fire. She struck Sctario Tia Edwards, who 
died at Shock Trauma three hours later. 
Simms and Belt also received gunshot 
wounds but survived.
 Newton was charged with first-

degree murder, as well as two counts 
each of attempted first-degree and 
attempted second-degree murder and 
weapons violations. At press time, 
Newton was being held at the city jail 
without bail, and no photograph of the 
suspect had been released.
 Police spokesman Officer Troy 
Harris told OUTloud that Newton was 
tracked down “as a result of good police 
work” and that “the community was 
helpful” during the investigation.

Punk Rock Patty
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PUNK ROCK PATTY. Performing with Ginger Coyote of the White Trash Debutantes. Portland, 1994.

By Defekto
Punk Rock Patty Pierce, the Great 
Grandmother of San Francisco Punk Rock 
has died at the ripe old age of 92.
 It was around 1992 when I first laid 
eyes on Punk Rock Patty Pierce.  She 
was performing with the punk band White 
Trash Debutantes in San Francisco and 
I had recently met punk legend Ginger 
Coyote who fronted the band. They were 
performing at the Covered Wagon Saloon 
when I saw them for the first time and I 
instantly loved the blend of theatrics and 
punk rock that defined their style. Ginger 
was and remains a commanding front 
person and it was a stroke of genius when 
she added a 75-year old woman to the act 
and dubbed her Punk Rock Patty. 

Has Left The Building

 page 17



� q  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD  March 27, 2009 | baltimoreoutloud.com

Publisher
Mike Chase
chase@baltimoreoutloud.com

Executive Editor
Jim Becker
becker@baltimoreoutloud.com

Sales
Mary Taylor, Director
taylor@baltimoreoutloud.com

Managing Editor
Steve Charing

Leather Editor
Rodney Burger

Writers
Jeffrey Clagett
Chuck Duncan
Rickie Green
Eva Hersh MD
Doug Ireland
P.S. Lorio
Jim Lucio
Meredith Moise
Ben Ryland
Nate Sweeney
MIA - Alexander St. John

Graphics
Hannah-Love Shibley, Director
hannah-love@baltimoreoutloud.com
Carol Baker
Bryan Sullivan

Photographers
Skip Koritzer
Harry Lowinger

National Advertising
Rivendell Media 
908-232-2021

Web Services
Drew Saine
webmaster@baltimoreoutloud.com

Distribution/Circulation
Jay Loane
loane@baltimoreoutloud.com

Baltimore OUTloud
P.O. Box 3640, Baltimore, MD 21214
410-244-6780
www.baltimoreoutloud.com

Additional Information
Baltimore OUTloud is published every other Friday by Pride 
Media, Ltd. in Baltimore, Maryland. Readers’ comments 
and unsolicited materials are welcomed and may be sent 
to: Publisher@baltimoreoutloud.com. | Pride Media offices 
are located at 1120 N. Charles Street, 4R, Baltimore, 21201. 
| All materials appearing in this newspaper are the property 
of Pride Media, Ltd. and may not be reproduced without the 
written permission of the editor. 

©2009 - All Rights Reserved
Chairman of the Board Jim Becker
President Jim Williams
Vice President Lee Mooney

OUTspOken

Window of Opportunity
As the GOP reels, the time to secure lgbt rights is 
sooner rather than later.
By Steve Charing

Much has been 
debated recently 
among lgbt activists 
regarding the timing of 
pro-lgbt initiatives that 
can be undertaken 
by the Democratic-
controlled Congress 
and an ostensibly 

gay-friendly president.
 Should President Barack Obama 
expend political capital now, while he’s 
popular, to pursue key lgbt legislation? Or, 
should he defer these bold, challenging 
moves until he accumulates a larger cache 
of IOUs?
 Such measures would entail a 
repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and the 
Defense of Marriage Act. It would also 
involve a push for an all-inclusive federal 
employment non-discrimination legislation 
(ENDA) and adding sexual orientation and 
gender identity to a comprehensive hate 
crimes bill.
 Right now, the president remains 
popular with polls generally indicating that 
60 to 70 percent of the American people 
approve of his job performance. They 
also, by large numbers, have a great deal 
of confidence in Mr. Obama despite his 
rocky first two months in office highlighted 
by a sinking economy and his desire to 
spend its way out of the muck.
 Couple that with the unabated  
plunging of the Republican Party. The 
GOP is essentially leaderless and 
bankrupt of any ideas. They are losing 
the PR war by being effectively (and 
accurately) portrayed as the “Party of 
No.” There have been dust-ups between 
recently elected Republican National 
Committee chair Michael Steele and the 
blustery but influential radio blowhard, 
Rush Limbaugh, as well as other key 
players within the party.
 People around the U.S. and the world, 
for that matter, cringe at the nightmarish 
notion that if fortunes were reversed, 
John McCain would be floundering in 
an attempt to figure the way out of the 
economic morass. Sarah Palin, as vice-

president, would be supervising an 
economic stimulus to nowhere with a 
chronic chorus of “Thanks, but no thanks.” 
And the Secretary of the Treasury would 
be none other than the potential Nobel 
Prize winner in Economics (in his mind, at 
least) Joe the Plumber. Yikes!
 It’s no wonder the good folks of 
America will continue provide President 
Obama with a very long leash to see this 
mess through. He has already accumulated 
a ton of good will, as evidenced by the 
gaudy poll results. And the alternative is 
downright frightening.
 However, if history has taught us 
anything, nothing lasts forever. Mr. 
Obama could stumble as the economy 
tumbles more. He could be accused of 
allowing “bonus-gate” to erode an already 
low trajectory for consumer confidence. 
There could be an international crisis—
somewhere, anywhere. Patience could 
easily wear thin. Joe Biden, God love him, 
could stand before a bank of microphones. 
Anything can happen that could derail this 
presidency.
 That is why I conclude that the 
President and Congress should act swiftly 
on these lgbt initiatives. Indeed, a bill has 
been introduced in Congress by Rep. 
Ellen Tauscher (D-CA) to repeal “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell.” Moreover, a lawsuit by 
Major Margaret Witt is challenging the Air 
Force’s attempt to discharge her under the 
policy. Observers see this as the rubber 
meeting the road for the President; he 
must weigh in on the issue now, as events 
will have forced his hand.
 Barack Obama has promised support 
for the other key lgbt issues during his 
campaign, and we should be confident he 
will come through for us. He started off 
on the right foot by agreeing to formally 
endorse a United Nations declaration 
calling for an end to discrimination and 
other human rights abuses based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity. 
The action reversed President Bush’s 
refusal to sign off on the statement—the 
only Western country not to do so.
 The President’s sway in Congress 

will, of course, be determined not just by 
poll numbers, but also by his ability to 
build consensus within the Democratic 
Party and reach across the aisle.
 President Obama has already 
demonstrated that he can walk and chew 
gum at the same time. While the economy 
is and should remain on the front burner, 
the President has delved into other issues 
that he sees as major components of his 
agenda, such as energy, health care and 
education.
 That effort should continue with the 
lgbt matters that have been languishing in 
Congress for years, and in some cases, 
decades. Fear of being perceived as pro-
gay has handcuffed many in Congress for 
too long.
 This is a new day in America, however. 
We have a popular, compassionate and 
intelligent President who doesn’t flinch at 
accepting responsibility unlike his horrific 
predecessor.
 Surveys continue to show increasing 
support for lgbt rights, especially in 
employment and in the military, so 
Congress ought to “man up” for a 
change and take on these important lgbt 
initiatives.
 And Mr. Obama should use his current 
positive standing with the American 
people to promote and support lgbt non-
discrimination now because who knows 
how long the window of opportunity will 
remain open?
 Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is 
at www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com.
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A free training program developed for 
the National Transgender Education 
Project (NTEP) youth curriculum by the 
Milwaukee LGBT Community Center 
will be offered to lgbt-serving and lgbt-
specific organizations, specifically youth 
programs/groups with a target age range 
for participants of 13-24.
 It will be held April 11th, 2009 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Towson University, 
University Union 313 (Center for Student 
Diversity), 8000 York Road, Towson, 
MD 21252. There will be free parking 
in the Union Garage, and lunch will be 
provided.
 The curriculum will be presented 
with an innovative and holistic approach 
to increasing education, visibility, and 
acceptance of transgender, gender 
nonconforming and questioning youth, 
as well as to help develop awareness of 

news

the needs and issues that affect the trans 
community. It will also serve to develop a 
better understanding of the intersections 
between these needs, issues and realities 
with the lives of people who are not trans.
 The “training of the trainer” 
approach will begin with the basics of the 
curriculum—the “why” and “what,” as well 
as the basic structure and goals of the 
project—and move into more advanced 
training topics, including: tips for success, 
possible challenges and how to overcome 
them, making it a “by youth, for youth” 
program, increasing accessibility, and 
“the FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)” 
youth might have during the course of the 
Modules.
 For more information or to reserve 
a spot at the training session, please 
contact Maren Greathouse of the LGBT 
Student Development Program at 

Towson University at 410-704-2089 or 
mgreathouse@towson.edu.
 For additional information about 
the NTEP curriculum, please contact 
Jay Botsford of the Milwaukee LGBT 
Community Center at 414-292-3068 or 
jbotsford@mkelgbt.org.

Towson U. to Host Transgender 
Education Training
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The Young Democrats of Maryland Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender 
Caucus are organizing a counter-protest 
on March 30 aimed at Fred Phelps and 
his family and representatives of his 71-
member, Topeka, Kansas-based Westboro 
Baptist Church.
 The Phelps clan will be protesting 
from 2:10 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. at Towson High 
School because of the existence of a Gay-
Straight Alliance at the school. They will 
be holding up their familiar hateful signs 
and yelling at students as they leave the 
school.
 Says Daniel Ewald, one of the 
organizers of the counter-protest, “We will 
be there to show the students that there is 
support for diversity and tolerance.”
 The counter-protesters will be 
assembling at 2:00 p.m. Organizers are 
insisting that the opposing demonstration 
should be peaceful and that there will be 
“no yelling, throwing things, no violence at 
all; no exceptions.” A sign-making event 
is scheduled for March 28 at Baltimore 
County Democratic Headquarters in 
Towson.
 Fred Phelps and his group first gained 
notoriety in 1998 when they showed up 
and spewed anti-gay taunts at slain gay 
man Matthew Sheppard’s funeral. They 
chanted the brutal murder was God’s will 
and that Sheppard is doomed to rot in 
hell.
 Then in 2005 they began a similar 
campaign at the military funerals of 
fallen soldiers who died in the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, blaming the U.S. 
Government’s tolerance of homosexuality 

Anti-Phelps Demonstration 
Planned at Towson H.S.
by Steve Charing

news

as the rationale. The protests at military 
funerals prompted some jurisdictions to 
write ordinances to prohibit the Phelps 
group from protesting within specific 
distances of a funeral.
 The Westboro Baptist Church thrives 
on publicity. They also picket the funerals 
of accident and murder victims and at 
events where world leaders are present. 
The group often selects venues, such as 
high schools, which are likely to generate 
large counter-protests, as in the case of 
Towson High School, and community 
outrage. Phelps and his followers maintain 
a website, GodHatesFags.com.
 For more information about the 
upcoming protest and the Young 
Democrats’ response, you may call 443-
722-7041 or e-mail daniel.lory.ewald@
gmail.com.

What does a gay man do when he is 
celebrating his 22nd birthday?  

Well if he is Sergei Ward (a.k.a. Angelikah Von 
Canon) he makes his drag performing debut at PW’s-
-Howard County’s gay bar.  Supported by family and 
a host of friends, Sergei joined other performers at 
Drag Bingo on March 21.  The event raised $2,000 for 
LARS--Laurel Advocacy Resource Services), which 
assists families in need.
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The Obama administration formally 
endorsed a United Nations declaration 
calling for an end to discrimination and 
other human rights abuses based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity. The move 
is a reversal of the Bush administration’s 
refusal to sign the statement, which 
made the United States the only western 
nation not to support the measure when 
presented by the U.N. General Assembly 
in December.
 “This is a welcome step forward as 
it signals to the world that, after years 
of a hostile administration, the United 
States recognizes the humanity of 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people at home and abroad,” said Human 
Rights Campaign (HRC) President Joe 
Solmonese in a statement. “We applaud 
the Obama administration for joining 
the other 66 member nations that have 
officially recognized that basic human 
rights include the equality of LGBT 
people.”
 “The United States supports the 
U.N.’s statement on human rights, sexual 
orientation and gender identity and is 
pleased to join the other 66 U.N. member 
states who have declared their support,” 
said the State Department in a statement. 
“The United States is an outspoken 
defender of human rights and critic of 
human rights abuses around the world. As 
such, we join with other supporters of this 
statement, and we will continue to remind 
countries of the importance of respecting 
the human rights of all people.”
 In December, HRC was among many 

news

Obama Administration 
Supports U.N. LGBT 
Rights Declaration
Bush Administration Previously Refused to Sign

lgbt organizations that were highly critical 
of the Bush administration’s refusal to 
sign the declaration. Nearly 2,500 HRC 
members called the State Department 
urging it support the declaration.
 HRC also released a joint statement 
denouncing the Vatican’s opposition to 
the declaration. The statement, which 
was signed by faith program directors 
from the National Gay and Lesbian Task 
Force, Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation and National Black Justice 
Coalition, can be found read online by 
visiting, http://www.hrc.org/news/11728.
htm.
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BeyOnd The BelTway

Compiled by Jim Becker

 Gays rejected again at 
St. Patrick’s Day parades
New York City, NY - There was no 
wear’n of the pink once again in this 
year’s St Patrick’s Day Parade down 
Fifth Avenue. For 18 years the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians which organizes the 
parade has barred Irish gay groups from 
marching. At 57th Street, a small group of 
Irish American gays and lesbians staged 
a quiet protest. But among the hundreds 
of thousands who lined the streets they 
were virtually invisible. 
 The city’’s highest ranking gay 
politician, City Council Speaker Christine 
Quinn, boycotted the parade again this 
year. Quinn was at the White House where 
President Barack Obama welcomed 
the Prime Minister of Ireland. Last year, 
Quinn missed the parade to attend 
David Paterson’s swearing in as the new 
governor. The year before she was in 
Ireland where gays marched openly in 
the parade in Dublin. Before leaving for 
Washington, Quinn said she hoped to talk 
with the President about lgbt issues. As 
she did before last year’s parade, Quinn 
attempted to set up a meeting between the 
Hibernians and gay representatives and 
again this year the conservative Catholic 
men’s group ignored the invitation.
 The Hibernians claim the parade is 
a private, religious procession in order to 
justify keeping LGBT groups out. In the 
early 1990s, the parade committee used 
the argument to defeat a discrimination 
claim brought by the NYC Human Rights 
Commission. A federal judge ruled that 
the organization could bar the gay group 

on the grounds of religious freedom. The 
New York parade is the nation’s largest 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, but gays are 
also rejected at marches in other cities, 
including Boston. (365Gay.com)

 Video tells personal 
success stories of trans 
people
Boston, MA - One of the most potent 
weapons in the arsenal of marriage 
equality activists was the personal stories 
of same-sex couples and their families, 
and lgbt advocates are hoping that the 
power of transgender peoples’s personal 
stories will have a similar impact on the 
effort to pass a transgender rights bill. 
A trio of organizations working to pass 
the legislation - the Massachusetts 
Transgender Political Coalition (MTPC), 
Gay and Lesbian Advocates and 
Defenders (GLAD) and MassEquality - 
produced a 10-minute online video called 
“Everyone Matters” featuring the stories 
of four trans people working in different 
fields and talking about the impact that 
discrimination has on their lives. The 
video can be viewed online at the MTPC 
website, and copies of the video is being 
distributed to every lawmaker.
 The three organizations originally 
planned to use the video to tell the stories 
of transgender people who had been 
fired because of their gender identity and 
expression, until GLAD attorney Jennifer 
Levi suggested that it might be more 
compelling to focus on trans people who 
are successful in their field but who worry 
about being targeted for discrimination. 
The video includes interviews with Dana 
Zircher, a software design engineer for 
Microsoft; Enoch Page, an anthropology 
professor at UMass Amherst; Alishia 
Ouellette, a Danvers firefighter and EMT; 
and Jesse Pack, an HIV prevention and 
education counselor at AIDS Project 
Worcester. 
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 Levi also appears in the film to talk 
about the need for legislation to protect 
transgender people from discrimination. 
The transgender rights bill would 
add gender identity and expression 
protections to the state’s hate crime and 
non-discrimination laws. (Bay Windows - 
Ethan Jacobs at baywindows.com)

BeyOnd The BelTway

 Gay man convicted of 
murder denies guilt
Philadelphia, PA  - In an hour long 
interview with PGN, William F. Smithson 
says he’s facing a lifetime in prison not 
because he strangled to death a coworker 
during a rape attempt —— but because 
he’s the victim of circumstantial evidence 
and a homophobic prosecution. He said 
the jurors that convicted him of first degree 
murder but spared him a death sentence, 
were influenced by a “homophobic” 
prosecution that emphasized aspects 
of his sexual orientation in a lurid and 
inflammatory manner. “I was portrayed 
as a monster,” he said. “The jurors were 
shown sex toys and sex aids [from] my 
house, as if they had something to do with 
Jason’s death. “I want a full investigation, 
and a fair trial based on the facts, not 
based on someone’s opinion of my 
sexual orientation. . .I hope your readers 
can sympathize with me regarding the 
homophobic overtones and prejudices 
that were prevalent throughout my 
trial.”  Smithson, 44, was convicted 
of the September 2006 strangulation 
death of his coworker, Jason Shephard, 
inside Smithson’s home in Thornbury 
Township, Delaware County. Throughout 
the interview, Smithson maintained his 

innocence and said authorities haven’t 
looked closely enough at the actions of 
another man in his house that evening, F. 
Bruce Covington. But Smithson stopped 
short of accusing Covington of murder. 
 Authorities say Covington had no 
direct involvement in the murder, and that 
Smithson lured Shephard into his home, 
slipped him the “date-rape” drug gamma 
hydroxy butyrate (GHB), then strangled 
him to death in the course of trying to rape 
him.  Smithson scoffed at the scenario as 
“absurd.” He said any drugs he shared 
with Shephard—and any sex the two 
men had together—were consensual. He 
admits he panicked when he woke up and 
found Jason dead in his bedroom and that 
he mislead the police and Jason’s family, 
but denies murdering him. “I’ve wracked 
my brain thinking, ‘Was I so messed up on 
drugs that I did it and can’t remember?’’ 
he said. “But I didn’t have a scratch on me. 
. .  He was 23 years old, much bigger and 
stronger than me. And I didn’t have a mark 
on me.” (Philadelphia Gay News - Timothy 
Cwiek at epgn.com)

 Partner immigration 
bill introduced in 
Congress
Washington, D.C. - Two lawmakers 
want the partners of gays and lesbians 
to be able to immigrate to the United 
States as married couples can, and 
have introduced bills to make it happen. 
Currently, only legally married spouses 
are permitted to sponsor their wives or 
husbands for immigration. This often 
makes it impossible for bi-national same-
sex couples to stay together in the United 
States. The House bill has 84 cosponsors 
and the Senate 14. Countries that already 
allow gays and lesbians to sponsor their 
partners for immigration include Australia, 
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, Iceland, Israel, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, South 
Africa, Sweden, and the United Kingdom.

These  news notes have been compiled, with 
permission, from the on line version of various 
newspapers and other web sites. We thank 
these publications for allowing  us to bring you 
their news stories. Usually the reports have 
been significantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site mentioned 
following the item. Comments are strictly the 
opinions of Jim Becker and not of Baltimore 
Outloud or Pride Media.
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Dispelling the myth that gays and lesbians 
are more affluent than the general 
population, a report issued on March 20 
by the UCLA School of Law’s Williams 
Institute asserts that the opposite is true. 
The study undertaken by the LGBT-focused 
think-tank found that after “adjusting for a 
range of family characteristics that help 
explain poverty,” same-sex couples are 
“significantly” more likely to be poor than 
opposite-sex married couples.
 “We find clear evidence that poverty 
is at least as common in the lesbian, 
gay and bisexual population as among 
heterosexual people and their families.” 
This refutes “a popular stereotype (that) 
paints lesbians and gay men as an affluent 
elite,” according to the study’s report.
 The Williams Institute compiled their 
findings by reviewing data from the 2000 
U.S. Census and two smaller surveys that 
included questions on sexual orientation. 
It is the first comprehensive study to 
analyze poverty among gay and lesbian 
couples.
 This report, titled “Poverty in the 
Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Community,” 
does not cover transgender individuals 
because they could not be identified from 
the data reviewed. Nonetheless, at least 
eleven previous studies concluded that 
transgender people, who face significant 
job discrimination, are more likely to have 
very low income.
 The study’s findings pre-date the 
current recession and conclude that: 1) 
lesbian couples have much higher poverty 
rates than either different-sex couples 
or gay male couples; 2) children in gay 
and lesbian couple households have 
poverty rates twice those of children in 
heterosexual married couple households; 
and 3) within the LGB population, several 
groups are much more likely to be poor 
than others. African-American people in 
same-sex couples and same-sex couples 
who live in rural areas are much more likely 
to be poor than white or urban same-sex 
couples.
 Moreover, the study finds that while 
a small percentage of all families receive 
government cash supports intended for 

Report Says We’re Poorer 
than Straights
By Steve Charing

poor and low-income families, gay and 
lesbian individuals and couples are more 
likely to receive these supports than are 
heterosexuals since they tend to lack 
spousal benefits.
 Children of same-sex couples do not 
fare well either. “While one in ten children 
of married couples are poor, one in five 
children living with a same-sex couple are 
living below the poverty level,” says the 
report.
 Among the reasons for the higher 
poverty levels among LGBT couples cited 
by the Williams Institute are: 1) LGBT 
vulnerability to employment discrimination, 
with no legal recourse in most states; 
2) most same-sex couples are shut out 
of some institutions that enhance the 
economic position of families, such as 
marriage; 3) lesbian, gay, and bisexual 
people are more likely than heterosexuals 
to lack health insurance coverage, 
making them vulnerable to the economic 
consequences of a health crisis; 4) LGBT 
families are less likely to receive family 
support, which could translate into greater 
economic vulnerability; and 5) family 
conflict about coming out and violence 
in group homes results in high rates of 
homelessness for young LGBT people.
 To help alleviate poverty among the 
LGBT population, the report recommends 
passage of ENDA—the Federal 
Employment Non-discrimination Act, 
granting of the right to marry or at least to 
a “meaningful legal status” like civil unions, 
and to shore up “holes” in the safety net.
 “The misleading myth of affluence 
steers policymakers, community 
organizations, service providers, and 
the media away from fully understanding 
poverty among LGBT people or even 
imagining that poor LGBT people exist,” 
the report states.
 To read the full report, visit www.law.
ucla.edu/williamsinstitute/home.html.

news
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Thinking OUTlOUd

This month, the Maryland General 
Assembly again will hear arguments in 
favor of granting same-sex couples the 
ability to legally marry. In this debate, 
we’ve heard much about the importance of 
bestowing legal and economic protections 
on these couples and their children. But 
what about the strong body of evidence 
that married couples fare much better, 
both physically and psychologically, than 
unmarried, cohabitating couples?
 This evidence alone illustrates that 
denying same-sex couples access to civil 
marriage is, quite simply, relegating them 
to inferior health status. As public health 
advocates, we are deeply troubled that yet 
another year of inaction by our legislature 
will compromise the simple good health of 
thousands of Marylanders.
 Compared with unmarried partners, 
married couples have lower rates of 
depression and substance abuse, make 

Civil Marriage Is a Healthy Choice
By Peter Beilenson, M.D., M.P.H. and Chris Beyrer, M.D., M.P.H. 
As published in the March 15, 2009 edition of the Washington Post

fewer doctor visits, and suffer lower rates 
of overall mortality. Elderly married adults 
have lower health-care costs and have a 
lower likelihood of needing nursing-home 
care. Children of married parents do better 
as well -- experiencing better physical 
health into adulthood.
 Without question, the health 
advantage of married people is linked to 
the tangible protections of civil marriage. 
These protections include shared health 
insurance, family and bereavement leave, 
inheritance rights, and Social Security, 
disability and retirement benefits. In 
addition, the powerful social support and 
approval bestowed on married couples 
solidifies their relationship and enhances 
the well-being of both the couple and their 
children.
 Civil marriage, rather than a civil 
union or domestic partnership, carries 
substantive value that counteracts the 

shame, isolation and stigma that detract 
from the health status of lesbians and gay 
men.
 The public health implications of this 
situation can no longer be ignored.
 Although the government may not 
have intended to invest civil marriage 
with a public health role, in practice, it has 
become the vehicle for delivering such 
fortifications. People who are married 
have access to enhanced protections 
at those times of greatest human 
vulnerability: birth, death, illness, disability 
and unemployment. The government 
gives special treatment to civil marriage 
because it shifts the burden of care from 
the government to the individual and the 
family.
 By giving families the tools to take 
care of themselves, the government 
efficiently reallocates its responsibility for 
citizen welfare and invests the married 

couple in a caretaking role that extends 
beyond their individual interest. This is the 
essence of good governance -- providing 
people with tools to protect and improve 
the health of their own families.
 It is time for the General Assembly 
to refocus on its charge of stewardship 
for the public good. Piecemeal legislative 
protections for same-sex couples are 
inefficient and fall far short of the simple 
solution that could remove the disparity. 
Access to civil marriage improves the 
health of the community. In the interest 
of public health, committed same-sex 
couples should be granted access to this 
healthy choice.

Dr. Beilenson is the Howard County Health 
Officer and Dr. Beyrer is the Director of the 
Johns Hopkins Center for Public Health & 
Human Rights.
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campUs scene

Want Action? Be Silent.
By Marty Hoegg 
OUTloud Intern

In a world where 
we’re taught that 
actions speak louder 
then words, it’s all 
too often that we find 
ourselves standing on 
the sidelines wasting 
rhetoric. The Day of 
Silence allows lgbt 

members and allies an opportunity to 
take action and ask for change through 
physical response rather then vocalized 
emotion.
 How did this beautiful and powerful 
protest come to fruition? In 1996, a 
class at the University of Virginia asked 
students to create and execute forms of 
non-violent protests. From the assignment 
came the idea of a Day of Silence in which 
participants actively silence themselves 
for 24 hours to draw attention to the 
bullying and harassment lgbt members 
face on daily basis. In essence, those 
who participate in The Day of Silence 
are sharing the silence lgbt members are 
forced to submit to.
 The event has been one of the largest 
student-produced protest in the United 
States. In 2008, over 8,000 schools, 
colleges and universities held a Day 
of Silence making the project a huge 
success.
 Want to contribute to the silence? 
Mark your calendars for April 17, 2009. 
Groups nationwide will take a vow of 
silence for the day, remaining active in 
their daily lives but refusing to speak. 
Many schools have an established group 
which organizes the event. Some groups 
will wear all black, others will have 
rainbow ribbons pinned to their clothes; 
the guidelines for participants are open 
to interpretation. Some groups will even 
allow participants to speak during normal 
class or work hours but ask for silence 
during breaks and meals.
 If you do not have a group at your 
school, a GSA or LGBTA, which has 
already planned events for The Day of 
Silence, it’s easy to get an event started. 
The website, www.dayofsilence.org, offers 
ideas, information and FAQ for organizing 
The Day of Silence at your school, college 
or university.

 For participants that are looking for 
other ways to involve their selves in this 
protest, GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, Straight 
education Network) and the LGBT 
student development program at Towson 
University are hosting their 2nd annual 
“Night of Noise” celebration and dance. 
The dance, which starts at 7p.m. and is 
held in the university union, commends the 
efforts of all participating members and 
allows students to increase their network 
of allies in the Metro-Baltimore area. This 
event is open to all participants in The Day 
of Silence; refreshments will be provided 
and parking is free in the University Union 
Parking Ramp.
 The Day of Silence is a wonderful 
opportunity to take action and get 
involved in your community. Yours truly 
will be an active participant in the event; 
I’ll be sporting an all black ensemble with 
a rainbow arm-cuff and will definitely be 
attending the dance.
 Who can pass up a free night of 
dancing?
 In all seriousness, I hope that as a 
community we find our voice, through 
silence. Many of us have endured 
harassment or discrimination against 
our sexuality, and The Day of Silence is 
definitely a step towards addressing and 
hopefully ending the problem. While The 
Day of Silence is a once a year event, the 
issue of homophobia and ignorance is an 
ongoing dilemma; which through active 
consciousness, informed speech and love 
can be overcome.
 Marty Hoegg is a junior at Stevenson 
University in Baltimore County.

peOple we like

Jon A. Kaplan
By Jay Loane

Now that spring has arrived, we are more 
likely to venture outdoors and partake in a 
little fun, excitement and working around 
the house. But before you do, it is better 
that you get yourself ready by exercising. 
Don’t want to have any pulled muscles, 
like I recently acquired by not warming up 
first.
 One way, if you haven’t been to one 
before, is to join a gym. There are several 
good gyms in the Baltimore metropolitan 
area, however there is only one place you 
will find Jon Kaplan and that is at Meadow 
Mil Athletic Club in Mount Washington.
 I first met Jon when he wrote a fitness 
article for a former publication I was with. 
Though I am not the model for fitness, I 
did enjoy reading his articles and even 
tried doing a few of the exercisers he 
would recommend. Over the years, I have 
come to respect people who take care of 
themselves by exercising. 
 The Pittsburgh (PA) native attended 
Penn State majoring in communications. 
It was by accident; Jon started teaching 
an aerobics class to a sorority group at 
the college.
 After graduating college in 1984, Jon 
went on to work for Proctor & Gamble.
 Upon his arrival in Baltimore, Jon lived 
five blocks from the Downtown Athletic 
Center (DAC) and started teaching Aerobic 
Dance there. “I enjoyed the environment 
so much that I applied for a job” he said. 
With that, Jon started his career in the 
fitness industry. 
 After 24 years in this industry, Jon has 
also worked with the City of Baltimore to 
promote a healthier lifestyle amongst the 
younger generation. He began working 
with the Mayor’s Office of Employment 
Development with a program entitled YO! 
Baltimore. It is through a fellowship that 
Jon began a program entitled Baltimore 
Fitness Academy or bMOREfit.
 In 2008, Baltimore Magazine voted 
Jon as “best personal trainer”. “It was a 
total surprise to be voted by the magazine 
considering that there are so many 
‘trainers’ out there”. This acknowledgement 
“confirmed my passion in the community 
to create a healthier Baltimore”.
 With the economy the way it is now, 
many programs geared toward health and 
fitness for the young are in jeopardy. On 

March 19, 2009, the Baltimore Sun ran 
a front page article about the soon to be 
closing Police Athletic Centers. 
 “We are in a culture where physical 
education isn’t offered in the school 
systems. I hope the city doesn’t exclude 
these programs. We need more of them 
– not less”.
 Jon also keeps busy with several 
groups including Aids Action Baltimore.  
“Many people don’t realize that there is 
still a need for AIDS education”.
 He is also involved with the group 
called ‘1,000,000 Gays & Lesbians on 
Facebook’. “We need to get our names 
and faces out there. [This is] the best 
way to acknowledge our victories, to 
share our own stories and become 
active in the community”.
 Jon also has a unique sense of 
humor. His favorite book is the dictionary; 
Miriam Webster is his favorite writer/
author. If he could have any vehicle in 
the world, his first choice would be a 
hybrid convertible; second would be a 
Learjet.
 His favorite beverage is water 
(would you expect anything less from a 
fitness instructor?) and favorite food is 
pizza from Mineo’s in Pittsburgh. 
 Jon currently resides in the Bolton 
Hill community with his partner of 15 
years, Joel and their two cats Simon 
and Moses.
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single Black sheep

Starting Over
By Josh Aterovis

We were young 
when we met. I was 
twenty-three, he 
was nineteen. One 
year later, we started 
dating. Six months 
after that we moved in 
together. Three years 
down the road, we had 

a commitment ceremony. Jump four years 
ahead, eight years after our relationship 
began, and it was over.
 The decision to end things — while 
especially difficult given the circumstances 
— was a long time coming. The whys and 
wherefores weren’t important; the fact that 
I found myself single for essentially the first 
time in my adult gay life certainly was. At 
thirty-two, I suddenly found myself dating, 
something I’d never really done before.
 I grew up sheltered in a Southern 
Baptist family. I homeschooled so my only 
contact with other people was at church, 
and there was no one my age. I struggled 
with my sexuality, spending many nights 
crying and begging God to make me 
straight. Of course, he didn’t. I still like 
guys. A lot.
 Eventually, I came to terms with who I 
am, and moved almost immediately into a 
relationship with my now-ex. We never did 
the traditional dating thing. We hung out 
as friends first, and it just sort of gradually 
evolved into a serious relationship.
 All that left me terribly unprepared for 
the dating world. Or is anyone ever really 
prepared? Are there rules for this? My 
friends keep quoting obscure regulations 
and laws as if even the dullest child should 
know these things. When a guy invited me 
over to his apartment to watch a movie at 
9:30 p.m., I naively thought that meant we 
would watch a movie. My friend informed 
me it was a booty call. I didn’t believe him. 
Turned out he was right.
 Is there a manual somewhere that I 
can consult? A seminar I can attend? A 
book that will explain everything? I know, 
I know. It’s not that easy. While I’m sure 
there are books and seminars aplenty on 
how to weed out the duds and snag that 
perfect guy, I have a sneaking suspicion 
nothing works better than actual life 
experience. Still, it never hurts to learn 
from other people’s mistakes!

 That’s how “Single Black Sheep” was 
born. I’m a writer. It’s what I do. I decided 
to share my blunders (and my triumphs) in 
the hope that, if not learn from them, you 
might at least be entertained.
 When I first started writing 
professionally ten years ago, I quickly 
realized using my real name only invited 
strange people to look me up and do even 
stranger things such as mail me presents 
or call me in the middle of the night. Who 
doesn’t like getting presents? From a total 
stranger? Who is a priest? Who then 
invited you to move in with him and his 
partner in Canada? Uh... no thanks!
 To avoid those situations, I decided 
to come up with a pseudonym and guard 
it with my life. Seriously. I treat my real 
name like it’s the Holy Grail or front-row 
Madonna tickets or chocolate. No! I will 
not share!
 The name itself grew out of an inside 
joke with my aunt. Much like the lone gay 
guy in our conservative Southern Baptist 
clan, the independent, outspoken, liberal 
woman was something of an outsider. 
She’s always been one of my biggest 
supporters, and when she sent me a 
letter or email, she’d address it to Nephew 
Black Sheep and sign it Auntie Black 
Sheep. When choosing a new moniker, it 
seemed fitting to honor that relationship. 
My penname Aterovis is Latin for ‘black 
sheep’ — hence the column’s name.
 Finally, what’s the point of this column, 
besides to share funny stories about my 
dating mishaps? I hope to examine the 
dating world for gay men, especially gay 
men over thirty; explore the rules about 
dating in general; and explain some myths 
and misconceptions about dating; but 
most of all, I hope to make you laugh... and 
maybe feel a little less alone out there.
 Until next time... Happy Dating!

Josh Aterovis, whose penname is Latin 
for Black Sheep, is the author of the 
Killian Kendall Mystery Series as well as 
numerous columns and articles.

Sign up online now for free 
home delivery of OUTloud. 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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On The sTage

 Baltimore
TIS PITy ShE’S A WhORE
Now-Apr. 5
Centerstage
410.332.0033
www.centerstage.org

SIDE MAN
Mar 13- Apr. 11
Fells Point Corner Theatre
410.276.7634
www.fpct.org

SWEENEy TODD
Mar 20 - Apr 19
Spotlighters
410.752.1225
www.spotlighters.org

ThE MEChANICAL 
ThE MEChANICALhE 
MEChANICAL
March 26 -April 5
Theatre Project
410-752-8558
www.theatreproject.org

ThE ChERRy ORChARD
Now - Apr 26
Everyman Theatre
410.752.2208
www.everymantheatre.org

CATS
Mar.24-29 
A BRONx TALE
Apr. 14 - Apr. 26
Hippodrome Theatre
410-837-7400
www.france-merrickpac.com

SWAN LAKE
Wed, Apr 1 at 7:30pm 
LILy TOMLIN
Fri, Apr 3 at 8pm
The Lyric
410-547-SEAT
www.lyricoperahouse.com

CANDIDA
Apr. 24 - May30
The Bay Theatre Company
410-268-1333
www.baytheatre.org

A MAN fOR ALL SEASONS
April 24 - May 2
Pasadena Theatre Company
(410) 975-0200
www.ptcshows.com

ShE LOVES ME
Now – Apr. 18
Colonial Players
410.268.7373
www.cplayers.com

I hATE hAMLET
Apr. 17 – May 17
Vagabond Players
410-563-9135

www.vagabondplayers.org

JOSEPh AND ThE AMAzING
Technicolor Dreamcoat
Mar. 20 - Apr. 5
Infinity Theatrical Productions
410- 491-1472
www.infinitytheatrical.com

GODSPELL
Mar. 27 - Apr. 19
Laurel Mill Playhouse
301-617-9906
www.laurelmillplayhouse.org

 DC
ROCK’ N’ ROLL
April 22 - May 31
The Studio Theatre 
STOOP STORIES
Mar. 20 - Apr. 5
In the Metheny Theatre
202-332-3300
www.studiotheatre.org

ThE DOG IN ThE MANGER
Now - Mar 29
In the Sidney Harman Hall 
ION
Now - Apr.12
In the Sidney Harman Hall
Shakespeare Theatre Company
202.547.1122
www.shakespearetheatre.org

BENEDICTUS
Mar. 14 - 29
Theater J
(202) 518-9400.

 Dinner 
Theatre
fOOTLOOSE
NOW - June 14
Lorenzo’s Timonium Dinner 
Theatre.
410-560-1113
www.timoniumdinnertheatre.com

PhANTOM Of ThE OPERA
NOW - April
Half-price Tickets Available!
Oregon Ridge Dinner Theatre
410-771-8427
www.baltimoreactorstheatre.org

BEAUTy AND ThE BEAST
Now – June 14
Toby’s Baltimore 
DISNEy’S hIGh SChOOL 
MUSICAL
Now - June 7 
My WAy, A MUSICAL TRIBUTE 
TO fRANK SINATRA
Now - May 31
Toby’s Columbia
410-649-1660

www.tobysdinnertheatre.com

MEDIEVAL TIMES
Dinner and Tournament
1-888-WE-JOUST (1-888-935-
6878)
www.medievaltimes.com

DISNEy’S hIGh SChOOL 
MUSICAL
NOW- July 12
Lazy Susan Dinner Theatre
(703) 550-7384
www.lazysusan.com

ThE WEDDING SINGER
Mar. 27 - June 6
Way Off Broadway Dinner 
TheatreOff Broadway Dinner T
(301) 662-6600.
www.wayoffbroadway.com

NUNSENSE II 
NOW- Apr. 26
Riverside Dinner Theatre
(540) 370-4300
www.rsdinnertheater.com

OSCAR AND fELIx
NOW - Apr. 25
Rainbow Dinner Theatre
717.687.4300
www.rainbowdinnertheatre.com

RING Of fIRE
Now - Apr 4
The Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre
717-898-1900.
www.dutchapple.com

ThE BLAIR MANSION INN 
MANSION MySTERIES
301.588.1688
www.blairmansion.com

NUNSENSE
NOW - Apr. 26
Riverside Dinner Theatre
(540) 370-4300
www.rsdinnertheater.com

 Children 
Theatre
RAPUNzEL
NOW - Apr. 25
Way Off Broadway Dinner 
Theatre Off Broadway
(301) 662-6600.
www.wayoffbroadway.com

hOLES
NOW- Mar. 29

If yOU GIVE A MOUSE A COOKIE
Now - Apr. 11
Adventure Theatre
301- 634-2270
www.adventuretheatre.org

On The screen

Cast: Nicolas Cage; Chandler Canterbury; 
Rose Byrne; Lara Robinson
Director: Alex Proyas

In 1958, as part of the dedication ceremony 
for a new elementary school, a group of 
students is asked to draw pictures to be 
stored in a time capsule. But one mysterious 
girl fills her sheet of paper with rows of 
apparently random numbers instead. Fifty 
years later, a new generation of students 
examines the capsule’s contents and 
the girl’s cryptic message ends up in the 
hands of young Caleb Koestler. But it is 
Caleb’s father, professor John Koestler 
(Cage), who makes the startling discovery 
that the encoded message predicts with 
pinpoint accuracy the dates, death tolls 
and coordinates of every major disaster 
of the past 50 years. As John further 
unravels the document’s chilling secrets, 
he realizes the document foretells three 
additional events—the last of which hints 
at destruction on a global scale and seems 
to somehow involve Ted and his son. When 
Ted’s attempts to alert the authorities fall 
on deaf ears, he takes it upon himself to 
try to prevent more destruction from taking 
place. With the reluctant help of Diana 
Wayland (Byrne) and Abby Wayland, the 
daughter and granddaughter of the now-
deceased author of the prophecies, Ted’s 
increasingly desperate efforts take him 
on a heart-pounding race against time 
until he finds himself facing the ultimate 
disaster.
 Did you know the Mayan calendar 
predicts that the earth as we know it will 
come to an end in 2012, and that there 
is a movie called 2012 coming out on 
November 13 that shows up what the end 
of the world will look like?  Well, director 
Alex Proyas is trying to beat the Mayans 
and Columbia Pictures to the punch with 
his newest film, except instead of a Mayan 
prophecy the end of the world is foretold 
by a young girl who hears voices that give 
her a series of numbers which seem to 
make no sense whatsoever.  
 When a scientist John Koestler notices 
a series of numbers that correspond to 
September 11, 2001 he begins to study 
the other numbers and also discovers the 
date of a fire which claimed the life of his 
wife.  As the numbers begin to correlate 

Knowing is Believing
By Chuck Duncan

to other worldwide disasters over the 
past 50 years, Koestler is shocked to 
discover there are three dates yet to come 
within days of his discoveries. But when 
Koestler’s son begins having frightening 
nightmares and hearing voices no one 
else can hear, Koestler fears that his own 
predictions about a solar flare will be much 
more disastrous than expected.  Koestler 
also discovers the granddaughter of the 
grown daughter of the woman who made 
the predictions has also been hearing the 
same voices as his son, voices that they 
both say are coming from the Whisper 
People, who have also been paying young 
Koestler personal visits.  In addition to 
putting all of his scientific knowledge to 
use, Koestler must also determine who 
these mysterious visitors are and why 
they keep leaving smooth, small rocks 
with those they speak to.
 I can’t say Knowing is a great 
apocalyptic thriller, but I did enjoy it for 
what it was – a disaster epic, rollercoaster 
ride without any real underlying message. 
It could have easily become preachy 
about global warming or overpopulation, 
but it sticks to pure thriller without a lot of 
filler. 
 One of the reasons the movie works 
is because, aside from Cage, the cast is 
pretty much filled with unknowns.  Rose 
Byrne has one of those faces you think 
you recognize (and she is probably best 
known for her role on FX’s Damages), but 
the rest of the cast are just “real people.”  
In fact, I think casting Cage to play what 
is quickly becoming his typical, jittery, 
frustrated “everyman” is the film’s only 
real misstep, but probably necessary to 
acquire the funding to get the movie made 
in the first place. 
 I like that the story contains references 
to actual disasters, but starting the story so 
late in the game with only three predictions 
yet to occur robs the film of some of its 
urgency as the past disasters are seen 
only in a quick montage. What really 
sells the film, though, are the disasters 
that do occur including a terrifying plane 
crash (complete with burning, fleeing 
passengers) and a horrifying subway 
accident (in which people are crushed 
and literally explode as the speeding 

-- continued on page 31
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We
Welcome

GLBT
Families

and
Friends
to the

Life and
Ministry

of the
Church

Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis
We are a Welcoming Congregation,

We welcome and celebrate the lives of bisexual,
gay, lesbian, and transgender people.

Worship service: 9 and 11am
Rev. Dr. Fredric Muir, Pastor

Francoise Ateto, Director of Religion Education
333 Dubois Road - Annapolis, MD 21401 (410) 266-8044

Beth El Congregation

An open, progressive USCJ synagogue.

8101 Park Heights Avenue  

Baltimore, MD 21208

www.bethelbalto.com

“This is your synagogue.”

Grace United Methodist Church

Grace Church  5407 N. Charles St.~ Baltimore, MD 21210 at Northern Pkwy
410-433-6650 ~  www.graceunitedmethodict.org

A Welcoming Congregation with Open Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors
Join us for the Lent and Easter Season beginning with

Remaining Wednesdays of Lent through April 1st, 7:30 AM
Communion followed by breakfast

Palm Passion Sunday, April 5th, 8:30 AM and 10:00 AM
Worship followed by Children’s Easter Egg Hunt

Holy Week: Holy Thursday Services  April 9th at 7:30 AM, 12 Noon, and 7:30 PM
good Friday Service: 12 Noon

Easter Sunday April 12th 8:30 AM and 10:00 AM Worship

We don’t debate, or simply tolerate;  We celebrate your sexuality and spirituality!

Sundays
9 AM TTTTTraditional Celebrationraditional Celebrationraditional Celebrationraditional Celebrationraditional Celebration

10 AM Hospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & Family Seramily Seramily Seramily Seramily Servicevicevicevicevice

401 West Monument St. - Baltimore   410-NOW-MCCb  www.mccbaltimore.org  mccbaltimore.aol.com

MeMeMeMeMetrtrtrtrtropolitan Community Churopolitan Community Churopolitan Community Churopolitan Community Churopolitan Community Church of Baltimorech of Baltimorech of Baltimorech of Baltimorech of Baltimore

Gay?  Lesbian?  Catholic?

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY

5:30 p.m. - Church
SUNDAY

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m. - Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Life Director

410-969-2785
801 Stevenson Road - Severn, MD 21144-2299

410-969-2783
www.stbernadette.org

Gay?  Lesbian?  Catholic?
All Are Welcome

St. Bernadette
Roman Catholic

Church

 
       


                                        





 
 




 
 










The Baltimore
Ethical Society

306 W. Franklin St. Ste.102
410-581-2322

www.BaltimoreEthicalSociety.org

Sunday Meetings - 10:30 a.m.

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES

&  WEDDINGS

Diversity    Humanism
Community    Equality

Call 410-244-6780 to list your church in the church directory.

chUrch direcTOry
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On The sTage

Sweeney Todd Scares 
Up Audiences at the 
Spotlighters
By Ben Ryland

The Audrey Herman’s Spotlighters Theatre 
has produced an intensely atmospheric 
production of Stephen Sondheim’s 
masterpiece, Sweeney Todd: The Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street. Yes, it is the musical 
about cannibalism- but get over it. This is 
the finest musical of the 1970’s in scope 
and execution with a wonderfully terrifying 
yet witty libretto by Hugh Wheeler.
 I found the original Broadway premiere 
by Hal Prince over-produced, minimizing 
the actors and the story. As elaborate but 
wonderful as it was in the then Uris Theatre 
(now the Gershwin housing WICKED), 
I have always preferred the small more 
intimate productions. In this regard the 
Spotlighters have outdone themselves 
again under the producing wizardry of 
Fuzz Roark.
 Musical Director Michael Tan has 
accomplished the near impossible: 
making the rich, full score sound rich and 
full with just 3 musicians. Plus the fact that 
the show is almost entirely sung, (often 
revived by opera companies and concert 
versions) the band gets quite a workout.
 Director Alexander D. Carey is 
used to mammoth undertakings having 
directed last seasons- Angels in America: 
Perestroika. He has a cast of newcomers, 
Spotlighters regulars and even an opera 
student in his Sweeney cast.
 Carlos del Valle portrays Todd the 
barber driven to become a monster, an 
actor who has never sung in a musical 
previously. He was a bit tentative and 
swallowing his lyrics early on opening 
night but relaxed into the well-rehearsed 
role quickly becoming fully chest- voiced 
in his singing. His strong performance both 
vocally and ‘facially’ struck terror into the 
‘very close to the stage’ audience. Veteran 
Andrea Bush as his accomplice (and the 
one truly mad character in the show) had 
Mrs. Lovett’s vulnerability perfect and you 
truly felt her longing for a normal life within 
the disgusting slums of London.
 Other standouts included David 

Gregory as Anthony (and movement 
choreographer), Kristen Zwobot as the 
Beadle, Troy Hopper as the horny judge, 
Drew Gaver with his sweet voice as Tobias 
and Jeffery Coleman’s beautiful operatic 
voice as Pirelli.
 Crystal Soveroski has created an 
atmosphere of claustrophobic beautifully 
realized set for this production. With her 
paint and styrofoam creation it puts those 
big budget venues with their minimalistic 
sets to shame. It alone may be worth the 
price of admission. If you have never seen 
an intimate chamber-style production of 
Sweeney Todd, which reveals all of its 
creative and performance glories, this is 
the one to see.

Spotlighters Theatre - 817 St. Paul Street, 
Baltimore
Tickets: www.spotlighters.org
Now until April 19th (many performances 
are already sold-out)

THE SPITFIRE GRILL

The beautifully restored Fulton Theatre 
has been presenting equity shows for a 
while gaining a reputation in the Lancaster 
area for outstanding productions at 

Scene from The Spitfire Grill

FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD @ 8PM

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE LYRIC BOX OFFICE (M-F 10a-5p)   GROUPS CALL 410-900-1156

410-547-SEAT

AN EVENING
OF CLASSIC

-- continued on page 31
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defekTive arTs

Punk Rock Patty Pierce, the Great 
Grandmother of San Francisco Punk Rock 
has died at the ripe old age of 92.
 It was around 1992 when I first laid 
eyes on Punk Rock Patty Pierce.  She 
was performing with the punk band White 
Trash Debutantes in San Francisco and 
I had recently met punk legend Ginger 
Coyote who fronted the band. They were 
performing at the Covered Wagon Saloon 
when I saw them for the first time and I 
instantly loved the blend of theatrics and 
punk rock that defined their style. Ginger 
was and remains a commanding front 
person and it was a stroke of genius when 
she added a 75-year old woman to the act 
and dubbed her Punk Rock Patty. 
 I was blown away when Pat took to 
the stage and belted out her very unique 
rendition of AC/DC’s “Highway To Hell” 

Punk Rock Patty Has Left The Building
By Defekto

which was performed complete with 
a cautionary spoken word tale about 
throwing lit cigarettes into a corn crib. 
I don’t know if it’s possible to have your 
jaw drop and smile at the same time, but I 
think I managed it.

 I became a huge fan from that 
first Covered Wagon show and saw 
them as often as I could.  Ginger and I 
had become good friends and I began 

spending more time with Pat as well.  I 
began hearing about her adventures and 
was always entertaining even if she’d told 
me a hundred times before that she had 
worked on the hydrogen bomb and dated 
Steve McQueen’s stunt double in the film 
“Bullitt”.  It seemed only natural that this 
older woman with the most diverse resumé 
should now be singing for a punk band.
 Ginger Coyote remembers Pat and 
how they first met. “I was working at a 
marketing research firm and Pat was 
a shining star at the company.  She got 
the most interviews completed and then 
I came on and gave her a run for her 
money. She was an absolute hoot to work 
with and was a pleasure to know. We had 
our ups and downs but she was always 
there to have my back.
Most everyone loved Pat because she had 

a charm about her that made you like her.  
If she did not win you over with the fact 
she was her age and in a punk band, the 
fact that she was liberal and smoked weed 
always made her a lot of friends.”
 It’s true that Pat made friends 
everywhere she went and I will never 
forget the time she and Ginger stayed with 
me when the band was playing in New 
York City. I was living in the East Village 
on E. 3rd between 1st and 2nd, directly 
across the street from the NYC Chapter 
of the Hell’s Angels.  For the most part, 
the Angels were not bad as neighbors 
but there were a few things they would 
not tolerate...most of which had to do with 
cars stopping in front of their building, and 
they just barely tolerated tourists.  But 
the one thing that seemed very certain to 
me was that nobody got into that fortress 
of a building they lived in. Periodically 
scantily clad girls would emerge in the 
early morning hours, a couple of them 
were even kicked out naked. It basically 
boiled down to whether you were one of 
them or not, otherwise there was not a 
chance in hell that you were getting past 
their sentries into that building. At least 
that was my impression until Punk Rock 
Pat showed up and proved me wrong.
 During her visit, she ventured out one 
morning and came back gushing about her 
new Hell’s Angel friends, Bart and Rick, 
and how they invited her into the dark, 
mysterious interior of that “impenetrable” 
building. Everyone loved Pat, even the 
Hell’s Angels and she never tired of calling 
me a “chicken” for never having gone over 
to introduce myself to them.
 Pat’s involvement with the band 
brought them a whirlwind of media 
attention from the tabloids and daytime 
television shows like The Jerry Springer 
Show.  Ginger Coyote told me that the 
tabloids loved the story because of her age 
and added, “We always got choice parking 
spots because she was handicapped.”
 During the years that Pat performed 
with the White Trash Debutantes (1993-
98) she only ever performed one or two 
songs per show, but they were powerful 
and memorable. I am sure I am not alone 
when I say that her mere presence and 
enthusiasm to perform at her age was a 
huge inspiration to many people. If there 
is a heaven, I hope to God that she is 
performing daily and treating everyone to 
her most amazing version of “Highway To 
Hell”.

PUNK ROCK PATTY. Performing with Ginger Coyote of the White Trash Debutantes. Portland, 1994.

Photo: Jim Lucio

“She had worked on 
the hydrogen bomb and 
dated Steve McQueen’s 
stunt double in the film 
Bullitt.”
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Ready to Sell Your Home?
By Wayne Curtis

With spring almost 
here, this is the time 
of year when the 
housing market wakes 
up and starts to stir. 
If you’ve decided its 
time to make a move, 
here’s how you can 
make your experience 

as pleasant and profitable as possible.

1. Sell With a Realtor.
Select a qualified real estate agent to list 
and sell your home.. The pros and cons 
of selling a house yourself would take up 
an entire column, but here are two good 
reasons why you should not be a For Sale 
By Owner. First, most homebuyers now 
hire a buyer agent -- traditionally paid by 
the seller -- which will cost you a certain 
percentage of the sales price. Since most 
buyer agents only show their clients homes 
listed on the MLS, you will also need to 
pay a few more percentage points as a fee 
to one of the “sell it yourself” agencies to 
enter your property on the MLS. Combine 
these two costs and compare that to the 
cost of a full service Realtor and you will 
find that the amount of commission you 
save is really very small. 
 Second, statistics show that homes 
represented by a listing agent sell for more 
than homes sold without a listing agent. 
Since most people try to sell their own 
home to make more money, the fact that 
they may often lose money overall should 
make you think twice. 

2. Look at Your Home the Way a Buyer 
Does. 
Your home is familiar, and you think you 
know its faults, but there are probably 
trouble spots that you don’t see any more, 
because you live with them daily. Your 
Realtor approaches your home without 
previous exposure to it, so ask them to 
suggest steps you can take to help your 
home make a great first impression with 
a buyer. Also, have them take you to see 
your competition -- the other houses on 
the market in your area and in your price 
range. All the buyers who come to see 
your house will also visit these competitors 
and you should know first hand how your 
home will compare. The experience of 
walking into those homes for the first time 

will help you view your home in a new way, 
and should make apparent what repairs 
and improvements you will need to do in 
order to get the best price.

3. Your House is Probably Worth Less 
than You Think. 
Everyone knows that homes have been 
losing their value for several years now, 
but when it comes time to put a price on 
their own home, sellers always think that 
their house is somehow immune from 
current market conditions. After viewing 
the competition, you will have a better 
idea of where to price your home so that it 
gets the attention it deserves, but that will 
almost assuredly be less than what you 
had hoped it would be. You have to swallow 
hard and price your home properly. 
 If you decide instead to stubbornly 
insist your house is worth more, be prepared 
to let it sit on the market for weeks and 
months longer than necessary. Several 
times in the last year I have seen homes 
linger on the market for many months, and 
when the seller finally lowered the price 
to a more appropriate price point, multiple 
buyers emerged to write contracts within 
a few days. There are buyers out there in 
today’s market, and they know what they 
are willing to pay for your home. They are 
prepared to wait until you come around to 
a more realistic price.

4. Listen to What the Market is Telling 
You. 
Once a home has gone on the market, 
you will get feedback from the agents and 
buyers who go through your listing. They 
will be brutal sometimes, and possibly 
point out things that you don’t see and 
might not agree with. You need to listen 
to that feedback, make adjustments, make 
repairs, or lower the price. 

Wayne Curtis, ABR has been a licensed 
real estate professional with Long and 
Foster Real Estate, Inc. since 1998. 
You can get more information about 
him and the real estate process, and 
subscribe to his real estate blog, at his 
website, www.CharmCityRealEstate.
com. Have a question you’d like answered 
in future columns? Email Wayne at 
charmcityrealestate@verizon.net.
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Bar Night at the Eagle

By Rodney Burger
Saturday, March 14 
was a big night for 
Baltimore’s leather 
community with bar 
nights held by both 
COMMAND, M.C. and 
the ShipMates - but 
before I tell you about 

that allow me to correct a small error in the 
last column about the Mr. Club XS Leather 
2009 Contest. One of the judges was Kris 
DeBlase who is Mr. Maryland Leather 
2008, not 2007 as stated. Mr. Maryland 
Leather 2007? I must have been thinking 
about somebody else...... 
 Speaking of Club XS, after the great 
time I had there for the contest I am looking 
forward to going there again on Saturday, 
March 28 for the Pride Pro Wrestling Event. 
I like my leather, but there is something 
about a guy in a wrestling suit that works 
for me too! General admission is only $15 
and ringside seats are $35. You can also 
get VIP tickets for $50, which includes a 
buffet, preferred seating, and one drink. 
There will be six big matches starting at 
9pm. Don’t worry I’ll tell you all about it- or 
better yet meet me up there. Club XS in 
York, Pa. is only one hour from Mt. Vernon 
right up I-83. 
 I ran into Mike Mitchell, Mr. Club XS 
Leather 2009 again on Saturday, March 
14 at the COMMAND bar night at the 
Rowan Tree in Federal Hill. Hey, it was 
worth the trip to South Baltimore just to 
see the Rowan Tree’s Steve Jackson in 
full leather! The Rowan Tree is such a fun 
bar and best of all you can pick up a free 
parking pass right at the door. 
 Also at the Rowan Tree was boy 
eddie of the D.C. boys of Leather. I 
am really looking forward to their 10th 
Anniversary Weekend on July 3rd-5th. at 
the Morrison Clarke Hotel at 1015 L St. 
NW in Washington. You know there will 
be fireworks in D.C. on the 4th of July. 
Registration is just $100 before June 1st 
and $115 after. The weekend will include a 
formal leather reception on Saturday night, 
a BBQ at the D.C. Eagle, and more. I can 
remember going to the 1st Anniversary 
of the D.C. boys- there is no way I would 
miss the 10th! Visit d.c.boysofleather.org 
for all the details.  
 Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR 2008 Andy 
Liu also made it to Federal Hill on March 
14. Time does go fast! It will soon be 
time for the Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR/ 

Leatherboy 2009 Contest. This event will 
be held in Baltimore this year on May 8th 
and 9th at the Hippo with the theme: A 
Return to Tradition, A Tradition Returns”. 
(Please note that this is a week later then 
the previously announced date.) The 
contest will also include the selection of 
Mid-Atlantic Community Boot Black 2009 
and new this year, Mid-Atlantic Leather 
Woman 2009. There will be no preliminary 
contests this time. 
 The producer Mr. Maryland Leather 
2009 Rik Newton-Treadway and Hooker 
& boys Productions have announced an 
impressive list of judges: International 
LeatherSIR 2008 Raul J. Mendez II, 
International Leatherboy 2008 Bill 
Hoeppner, International Mr. Drummer 1999 
Fraser Picard, International Drummerboy 
1999 woodie barnes, International Ms. 
Leather 2007 Lauren Inde, International 
Ms. Olympus 2005 Caro, Mid-Atlantic 
LeatherSIR 2008 Andy Liu and Mid-
Atlantic Leatherboy 2008 boy shark. Plus 
Shawnna Alexander, Chi Chi Ray Colby, 
and the comedy of Rodney Burger will 
provide entertainment.  
 The event kicks off at the Hippo on 
Friday, May 8 at 10 p.m. with the Meet & 
Greet and Travel Fund Fundraiser hosted 
by Baltimore’s Own Queen of Comedy, 
Shawnna Alexander. The contest will be 
held at the Hippo on Saturday. May 9t at 1 
p.m. and will be emceed by Mr. Mid-Atlantic 
Leather 1993 Frank Nowicki. Tickets are 
$15. Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR/ boy 2009  
and Mid-Atlantic Community Boot Black 
2009 will be off to the International 
LeatherSIR/ Leatherboy/Community Boot 
Black 2009 Contest to be held in San 
Francisco on October 29th-November 
1st. Ever been to San Francisco for 
Halloween? Here is you chance to go! 
Mid-Atlantic Leather Woman 2009 may go 
to ABW in New Orleans in July or the 2010 
International Ms. Leather Contest. Contact 
hookernboys@comcast.net for more 
information or a contestant application. 
 After I left the Rowan Tree, I headed 
up Charles Street to the Baltimore Eagle 
for the ShipMates’ Bar Night. (Speaking of 
the Baltimore Eagle, I ran into former Eagle 
Manager (and former Queen of Pride) Jeff 
Murphy at the Dollar Store the other day. 
He has been away from the scene for a 
while, but looked great. It was nice to see 
that this popular Baltimore entertainer is 
still spending all those dollar bills!)  It is not 
too late to join the fun as the ShipMates 

-- continued on page 31
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Life is Great
By Larry L. Walker

Recently I was having 
a conversation with 
one of my closest 
friends, and we began 
to speak about how 
great our lives are. 
Now neither one of us 
has millions of dollars, 
or the “perfect” life so 

to speak, but we felt moved to appreciate 
the awesome things that we do possess. 
We chose this time to honor the places 
that we’ve been, people we know, things 
that we’ve experienced and the lessons 
there within. 
 We delved into all aspects of 
our perspective existences from the 
accomplishments to the times where we 
felt that we had failed to live up to our 
true potential. The only difference is that 
we held both our trials and triumphs in 
gratitude. I know this might almost even 
sound “Hokey”, but think about none of 
us just hatched yesterday feeling the way 
that we do, thinking the things that we do. 
We all have had situations, people, and 
places that have honestly affected who we 
have become, and we should honor that, 
not dread it. Unlike “A Christmas Carol” 
we aren’t to be haunted by our past.
 It’s all too popular to lament over our 
“failures” and past dreams deferred. Let’s 
just be real, we have all had conversations 
about how life would be had we done 
something opposite the decision that we 
made. Maybe it was a casual conversation 
with a friend about a job you should have 
taken or person you should have dated. 
It’s normal to question “what if”, but be 
sure not to neglect the now. What about 

your current reality? I am sure that there 
is an ancestor or two million that would 
just love to have breath and opportunity 
to succeed or to fail. The thing that we fall 
short of acknowledging in our “poor me” 
times is that as long as we have life we 
have endless potential and opportunity. 
We focus too heavily our energy on what 
we should have done, or should have 
been. Yet seldom doing what we can do, 
we truncate our own personal growth.  
 One of my favorite rap lyrics comes 
from a Foxy Brown where she points out 
in a diss of Lil Kim that “if you knew better, 
you’d do better” which exponentially is 
the truth. Everything that occurred in our 
past is tainted with ignorance of what we 
had yet to learn.  You didn’t possess the 
strength and wisdom then that you do 
now, so what were you going to do? I am 
in no way saying to forget the past, please 
don’t! I simply urge you to evaluate the 
past in its proper context.  Appreciate and 
love the growth and beauty that is a part 
of that process. 
 And for that reason life is beautiful 
because we get to be in the moment, 
wrong or right, and grow from the choices 
that we make, and move forward. Life is 
not about having all of the answers, but 
about the transformation from good to 
better. It’s not arrogant to be pleased with 
the person that you are, or are to become. 
So love your life, and if, for some reason, 
you are at a point of displeasure with 
where you are in life, love the fact that you 
have been blessed with another moment 
to devote to acquiring a life that you will 
love. Life is Great!
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On The TelevisiOn

Choreographer Glenn Douglas Packard 
got what he’s always wanted – to become 
a star – as Brooke Hogan’s best friend 
on the first season of VH1’s hit show 
Brooke Knows Best. But as the novelty 
of newfound fame wears thin, the self-
proclaimed “sarcastic, adventurous, 
happy, gay best friend” must face reality 
– both on and off screen.
 Packard, 30, who revealed his 
homosexuality when BKB premiered last 
year, will return to his roots in season two 
to confront his past and the people he 
loves. “We actually go to my hometown 
in Clare, Michigan, and tackle what life is 
like after I have come out to the world, and 
how my family and small town are dealing 
with all of it. It’s a milestone in my life 

Back To Life, Back To Reality
Glenn Douglas Packard + Brooke Knows Best: Season 2
By Mikey Knipp

– that moment when I had all my worlds 
come together: my family, my personal life 
and my work,” he says.
 Prohibited from leaking too many 
details of season two, Packard is able to 
reveal the title of that particular episode – 
“Welcome to Michiglenn” – in which reality 
TV and real life collide. “You see where I 
came from and my family life – because 
what a lot of people don’t realize is that 
I had this whole other life where I was 
engaged to a woman and was ready to 
take over my family’s farm business.”
 A departure from his days milking 
cows, the former farmhand also spends 
time in season two training for the space 
program. “There is an episode where we 
go to Cape Canaveral, and I started a little 

thing where I would be the next gay guy 
to get into space. I would definitely give 
Lance Bass a run for his money,” Packard 
quips, referring to the former *NSYNC 
singer’s famously failed bid to exit our 
atmosphere.
 Of course, there’s more to BKB: 
Season 2 than facing one’s past and 
starry-eyed space odysseys. There’s also 
a focus on the future and what it holds for 
Glenn, Brooke and roommate Ashley, both 
personally and professionally.
 In addition to choreographing Brooke’s 
new tour and music video, Packard is 
developing a comic book with Ashley, 
called “Teams of Heroes,” and he’s actively 
pitching two new reality concepts to studio 
executives.  Perhaps the most exciting 

news of all, however, is that Packard has 
found love. A love that he promises will 
blossom throughout BKB’s sophomore 
run.
 “I had just gotten out of a nasty 
relationship, and I was ready to give up 
finding my dream man, my soul mate,” 
recalls Packard. “Then in walks Daniel 
Miagany – just moved to Miami! So you’ll 
get to see all that evolve into a strong, 
mature gay relationship.”
 As for the person who put Packard on 
the map – Brooke Hogan – well, he still 
knows his role with her. After all, the show 
is called Brooke Knows Best. Season 2 of 
Brooke Knows Best premieres this May 
on VH1.
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Perspective
By Woody Derricks

Throughout my life, I have recognized that 
I have a vision problem.  While the vision 
in my right eye is fantastic, my left eye 
always seemed a little fuzzy.  I also noticed 
that my right eye seemed to dominate my 
line of sight, and if I covered my right eye, 
my left would take a minute or two before 
focusing.
 When I would take eye exams in 
school or in the few times that I’ve been to 
see an eye doctor since, I would receive 
varying test results.  Some years I was 
told that my left eye was 20/20 and others 
20/30 (or worse).  I would explain how 
dominant I felt my right eye was, but I was 
told that everyone has a dominant eye.  In 
the end, I had two optometrists suggest 
glasses. I gave glasses a try after the first 
recommendation only to feel dizzy the 
entire time I wore them.  I declined the 
suggestion the second time around due to 
my previous experience.
 Since my last exam over two years 
ago, I’ve been struggling with the idea of 
getting glasses.  Maybe that comes with 
age, but I wasn’t ready to admit that my 
eyesight had faded. I was also concerned 
that I’d have another prescription that 
made me feel uncomfortable.
 In early February, I decided to give a 
new optometrist the chance to tell me my 
eyesight is perfect and not to worry about 
getting glasses (good luck, right?).  It 
turned out that I was half right.  He told me 
that the vision in my left eye is 20/20, but 
he also informed me that I was only using 
my right eye to see. Due to this, my vision 
has been limited to two dimensions!
 I was shocked.  Only seeing in 2-D 
didn’t seem right.  I can tell the distance 
between two objects, I explained.  I told him 
that I can see in 3-D (while I was thinking 
that he was a quack).  The optometrist 
refused to back down and stood by his 
diagnosis.  He suggested that I wear a 
contact in my left eye to help strengthen 
my vision which should allow me to see 
properly.  He added that glasses would 
make me feel as though I was pulling to 
one side because they stand out from 
my eyes, but that a contact should do the 
trick.  He assured me that in a few days 
I’d be seeing in 3-D.  I, of course, was 
speculative of the advice.
 When I got home, I told my wife, 

Heidi, all about my appointment.  She said 
that she had no idea that I could only see 
2-D.  I told her that I’ve spent my whole 
life seeing 2-D and didn’t know either.   
How could she know?  Because she can’t 
see through my eyes, she doesn’t know 
exactly how I see the world.
 It’s crucial that during difficult market 
and economic times, that financial advisors 
and clients recognize that not everyone 
sees the world through the same eyes.  If 
an advisor has a client that has an account 
down 25% while the market is down over 
45%, the advisor may be inclined to be 
thrilled with the relative performance.  That 
same client, however, may be panicked 
because his accounts have lost 25%.  As 
a financial advisor, you must put yourself 
in your clients’ shoes and remember that 
what’s best for your client isn’t always the 
black and white facts. Sometimes what’s 
best for your client is the advice that allows 
her to sleep through the night.
 Clients, however, also have an 
obligation to see the world from different 
vantage points.  The media is often 
hungry for the story that scares the viewer 
because fear attracts attention.  When 
the media gets your attention, they make 
more money.  Additionally, seeing losses 
on your statements does not mean that 
your accounts are down as much as the 
S&P 500 or as much as the doomsdayers 
say “everyone” is down.  Also, those 
people who provide “advice” on TV often 
make blanket recommendations that 
don’t necessarily apply to your financial 
situation.  Remember not to view the 
financial world through the eyes of the 
media, but to look at the entire picture.  
Consider your personal performance, 
goals, and risk tolerance.
 If you’re someone that is having a 
difficult time losing 20%, 30%, or more 
during a 12-18 month time span, then you 
may need to review your risk tolerance.  
If your measurement for success is 
beating an index while things are good, 
then you’re likely to be taking enough risk 
to lose money when times aren’t good.  
While being panicked about the market or 
the idea of losing your future investments 
is completely understandable, those who 
have been or are planning to take their 
money out of the market may want to 

consider a more conservative approach 
to their investing going forward.  Talk with 
your financial advisor about developing 
an asset allocation strategy that provides 
you with the appropriate mix of downside 
protection and upside potential.
 My perspective has changed greatly 
over the past month because I now see in 
3-D.  It was a strange experience seeing 
the world through new eyes.  The change 
between 2- and 3-D is slight, but its 
impact on my life has been huge.  I hope 
that by making a slight change in the way 
you view your investments helps to make 
a significant change in either the way 
you react to market conditions or to the 
way your investments are allocated going 
forward.
 With all of the issues arising at banks 
and the major Wall Street firms, many 
are beginning to seek advice from local, 
independent advisors.  Truly independent 
advisors are unbiased and objective.  
They will work with you as a partner to 
help you to formulate a financial strategy 
that incorporates both your short- and 
long-term goals; tailoring your plan 
specifically to your needs and concerns.  
Also, make sure to work with an advisor 
who specializes in your areas of concern 
(i.e. LGBT planning, eco/socially-friendly 
investing, pension strategies, etc.).

This article is for informational purposes 
only and is not intended to provide 
specific advice to any individual.  Consult 
your legal, tax, and/or financial advisor 
to determine what is appropriate for your 
situation. 
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deep Throats are waiting 
for you

 Did you major in Journalism or 
Communications in college? Was English your 
favorite subject in high school? Do you know 
the complete alphabet? If so, an exciting career 
in news reporting may be for you. Look what 
it did for the Washington Post’s Woodward 
and Bernstein - they took down an entire 
Presidency. And now you can too!
 OUTloud is looking for people interested 
in covering our local community. Whether you 
are a seasoned veteran or a wannabe - there 
is a place for you at OUTloud. We need help 
in keeping our community up-to-date on 
everything and anything that impacts our lives.
 From sporting events to press conferences 
and everything in between - you too can be an 
eyewitness to history. Meet famous people, 
visit exotic locales, photograph scantily clothed 
actors. It’s all here just waiting for you.
 Shoot us an email today at: Editor@
baltimoreoutloud.com and start your career at 
the bottom.

for Advertising/Deadline Info, Please Call 410-244-6780.
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RGroup
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surrounding area. Members must be over 
age 21.
 RGroup markets specifically to social 
and socially aware professionals. The site 
points out, “Each party brings upscale 
gay professionals, buzz makers, hipsters, 
creative types together to celebrate, 
network and socialize (and of course 
FLIRT)!”
 “Our partygoers are typically affluent 
locals, most of who live and work in 
the metro area that enjoy all forms of 
entertainment and social events,” says 
the site. “This group is also a great way 
to increase brand awareness and revenue 
from a targeted audience.”
 Hart feels very strongly about their role 
in the community. “The [lgbt] institutions 
we have in Maryland are more interested 
in their budgets than in building a sense 
of community.” RGroup serves to help fill 
that void.
 The charitable work is a significant 
element of the group. On St. Patrick’s 
night, members of the R-Group attended 
a fundraising event at the Red Maple 
(930 N. Charles St.) to benefit AIDS 
Action Baltimore. Moreover, to fulfill a 
call by the First Lady to serve in soup 
kitchens, the RGroup will be volunteering 
at Our Daily Bread on April 11. Because of 
limited space and for security purposes, 
volunteers are asked to RSVP prior to 
showing up (members@rgroup.us).
 RGroup is growing rapidly. Currently, 
there are over 1,400 people who joined 
by signing up through Yahoo! Groups. 
According to a recent survey of RGroup 
members, two-thirds are comprised of 
gay men, over a quarter are lesbians 
and the remainder includes bisexuals, 
transgendered folks and straights.
 Ted Hart, the site moderator, reviews 
all messages before they are posted.. 
“This is to prevent our members from 
being bombarded with a large number of 
e-mails.” However, if a member sends a 
message to Hart that should be relayed to 
the entire membership, Hart will consider 
it and post it. RGroup encourages ideas 
for events and activities to be submitted.
 The monthly newsletter is also a good 
communication tool. Information pertaining 
to upcoming social and charitable events 
are updated and posted. The aRGies, an 
annual award poll, is a popular feature. 
Voting takes place directly on the website. 
Categories include: Best Gay Bar, Best 
Gay Restaurant, Best Gay Gym, Gay 

Marylander of the Year, Gay Ally of the 
Year, and this year’s specialty award 
is for Best Gay Personality. The 2009 
aRGies award ceremony took place at the 
Spotlighters Theatre on March 25.
 In addition, the RGroup is planning 
another social event: the annual Hunks 
in Trunks pageant at the Red Maple. It’s 
an all-male swim suit fashion show that is 
scheduled for May 14. See hunksintrunks.
net for more information. And a Halloween 
Gay Group cruise is being lined up for 
October that will sail from Long Beach, 
California and visit Ensenada in Baja.
 Hart, a CEO of a management 
consulting firm specializing in Internet 
marketing, wants the RGroup to continue 
grow and strengthen the sense of 
community. “It’s a fun way to bring people 
together,” he says. And judging by the 
numbers, it has been a huge success.
 To join RGroup, e-mail R-Group-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com.

THEATRE
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affordable prices. This summer they will 
stage Les Miserables on their wonderful 
stage but currently they are offering a 
rarely produced musical- The Spitfire Grill 
based on the 1980’s film.
 The plot follows Percy Talbot, a 
woman just released from prison to the 
parole system stewardship of the sheriff of 
Glead, Wisconsin. He gets her a job at the 
Spitfire Grill run by Hanna, a bitter elderly 
woman impossible to deal with. The town 
is dying a slow death after the closing of 
the quarry but not all is what it seems.
 Hanna lost a son in Vietnam and 
recently her husband, becoming bitter and 
mean. The characters are introduced in a 
breakfast expository sequence abound 
with gossip.
 When Hanna breaks her leg she 
needs Percy along with her daughter in-
law Shelby to run the grill and her rough 
exterior begins to soften. Her son, Caleb 
has had the grill up for sale per her request 
for a while with no takers. When Percy 
suggests a national raffle to get someone 
to take over the business the three women 
put the plan quietly into action.
 Each entry must enclose a letter 
stating why they want the grill and a 
$100 bill. Advertising the town and 
surroundings as being ablaze with “colors 
of paradise” mailbags of entries arrive full 
of heartbreaking stories in the requests to 
move to Glead and take over the business. 
They are “hope in a mailbag.”
 The second act brings the heartbreak 
of Hanna’s family out of the shadows 
including Caleb being jealous of his wife 
Shelby’s part in the raffle. All is precipitated 
by the appearance of a long lost relative 
opening old wounds. But Percy becomes 
fulfilled and has her own epiphany at the 
discoveries.
 The Spitfire Grill is almost entirely 
sung with music, lyrics and book by James 
Valcq and Fred Alley. This is their first 
show I have seen but I hope it’s not the 
last. The songs move the narrative along 
with a melodic, rich style of musicals in 
the 80’s and 90’s. The older audience at 
the matinee I attended loved it as did I.
 It is difficult to single out performances 
in this fine singing and acting ensemble. 
The beautiful production transports the 
audience into this world for a few hours 
that you will remember for years.

celebrate their 35th anniversary on April 
25 from 7-11 p.m. with a dinner and 
cocktail party at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. 
Applications can be found at the Rowan 
Tree, Baltimore Eagle, D.C. Eagle, etc. or 
you can contact the ShipMates’ VP Henry 
Ches at unionboy21224@yahoo.com. It 
will be another big night for Baltimore’s 
leather community!

LEATHER
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train plows into them).  These scenes are 
extremely intense and I was surprised to 
see the movie was only rated PG-13! If 
you have an aversion to flying or don’t like 
being cooped up underground in a tin can 
speeding through a series of tunnels on 
rails, then you might want to think twice 
before seeing this movie. These scenes 
are sure to induce more than a few 
nightmares.
 I don’t want to give away the film’s 
ending or what the fate of the children is, 
but I will say Proyas and the studio get 
props for giving us the ending they wanted 
(even if they did muck it up a bit with 
some “What Dreams May Come” type of 
nonsense conclusion).  One thing that did 
bug me, though, was the significance of 
the rocks. 
 It’s never explained why the Whisper 
People hand them out like calling cards, 
but they’re apparently meant to direct 
people to a specific location. I think. If you 
like Cage, this is a hit or miss performance 
for his fans. For me, he just overplayed it a 
bit too much but the lack of “name” actors 
in the supporting roles helped ground the 
film a bit.  Disaster movie fans will love the 
plane and subway accident scenes, but 
again, they are very intense. 
Overall, it is a pretty decent way to spend 
a couple of hours. It may not end up being 
the feel good film of the year, but it is 
entertainment without requiring too much 
thinking on the part of the viewer.

FILM
-- continued from page 14

Rated PG-13 for disaster sequences, 
disturbing images and brief strong 
language. 

The Spitfire Grill – The Fulton Theatre, 
Prince Street, Lancaster
Now through March 29th
Tickets and more information on the 
theatre- www.thefulton.org.
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