
Porgy and Bess (with Center Stage and 
the Morgan State University Choir) and 
Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet (with Folger 
Theatre).

 “The Baltimore Symphony’s 100th 
birthday is an opportunity to reflect on how 
the BSO has grown from its humble begin-
nings as a municipally-funded orchestra of 
the City of Baltimore to the world-class en-
semble it is today,” said BSO president and 
CEO Paul Meecham.

 Music Director Marin Alsop stated, 
“The BSO is not about living in the past. It 
is about being relevant to our community 
in the future.”

The BSO’s 2015-2016 season will in-
clude something for everyone. There will 

By Steve Charing
Paul Liller – the 2015 Pride coordinator, 
and now the new development coordinator 
for the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Trans-
gender Community Center of Baltimore 
and Central Maryland (GLCCB) – is a busy 
man. His window office on the third floor 
of the Waxter Center, where 
the GLCCB is headquartered, 
though well organized, is 
packed with binders, papers, 
charts, and brochures. Liller’s 
desktop calendar has virtually 
every block filled in reflecting 
his additional responsibilities 
that include all aspects of Pride, GLCCB 
fundraising, donor interactions, all events, 
grants implementation, outreach, and 
much more.

Enthusiastic, confident, and driven to 
make Pride as well as the Center’s other 
programs a success, Liller, 32, draws on 

in favor of a second day at 
the Artscape locale.

This was met with mixed 
reactions from the commu-
nity, but the more vocifer-
ous members and those 
participating in a GLCCB 
survey including local bar 
owners largely opposed 
the move for a variety of 
reasons. Liller and GLCCB 
executive director Joel Tin-
sley-Hall, through negotia-
tions with city officials and 
stakeholders, are bringing 
Pride back home.

The parade route will re-
turn up Charles Street ema-
nating from the Washington 
Monument and ending up 
on Chase Street. This will 

The Center’s Busy Year Ahead
his previous experience as Pride and de-
velopment coordinator and a pretty good 
finger on the pulse of Baltimore’s LGBT 
communities as well as LGBT-friendly 
businesses. “We have an ambitious sched-
ule for 2015, and it’s my job to help make it 
successful,” he explains.

Liller states with great 
satisfaction that after all 
the wrangling, twists, 
and turns, Pride, which is 
scheduled for July 25-26, 
will return home where it 
had been a popular two-
day celebration and a vital 

source of revenue for the GLCCB through-
out its history. Last year, the GLCCB had 
shifted the Saturday block party from the 
customary Eager and Charles Streets ven-
ue to the Artscape footprint several blocks 
north. In addition, the traditional Sunday in 
the (Druid Hill) Park event was eliminated 

Paul Liller
credit: Steve Charing
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Marin alsop, BSO 
music director

Liller has a pretty 
good finger on the 
pulse of Baltimore’s 
LGBT communities

By rOdney Burger
On Wednesday, March 11, 2015, a recep-
tion was held in the lobby of the Meyerhoff 
Symphony Hall in Baltimore to celebrate 
and announce the 100th season of the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra and to un-
veil the BSO’s new logo. The BSO’s 2015-
2016 season will feature homecomings of 
world-class artists who have played an im-
portant role in the BSO’s history.

Scheduled performers include Lang 
Lang, Yo-Yo Ma, Andre Watts, Leon 
Fleisher, Hilary Hahn, Joshua Bell, Nadja 
Salerno-Sonnenberg, and music director 
emeritus Yuri Temirkanov. The centen-
nial season will also include full-evening, 
semi-staged performances of Gershwin’s 

BSO Announces 100th Season
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Why Laramie Now?
By ryan CLark
Last year, I was confronted with a big de-
cision. I was asked to direct the laramie 
Project for the Community College of Bal-
timore County. Having directed the play 
once before and acted in the play only a 
few years ago, I thought my journey with 
this particular piece of theatre was over. 
There were other stories I want-
ed to tell as a director, however 
the thought of NOT directing it 
made me uneasy. I was not fin-
ished with the laramie Project.

In 2000, I was lucky enough 
to be living in New York and saw 
the original production of the 
laramie Project at the Union 
Square Theatre. It was a seismic 
shift in the course of the Ameri-
can Theatre. The play was super 
contemporary – it had only been 
two years since Matthew Shep-
herd’s death and hate crimes 
legislation was front-page news. 
It also was the dawn of the docu-
drama: a method, which uses 
first-hand interviews, courtroom 
testimony, and other found texts 
to create a theatrical event. 
While the Tectonic Theatre Project had 
produced Gross indecency: the three tri-
als of oscar Wilde only a few years earlier, 
the laramie Project was somehow differ-
ent. Through the course of the three-act 
event, the audience was confronted with 
people who were not dissimilar to them-
selves – middle class working folks who 
were confronted with the death of a young 
gay college student, Matthew Shepherd. 

The town of Laramie served as a meta-
phor for the entire country – a nation that 
was forced to confront its homophobia 
for the first time. I can remember waking 
out of the theatre onto Union Square in a 

daze. This riveting piece of theatre could 
change an entire generation… and it did. 
Countless high schools and colleges have 
produced the laramie Project over the 
past 15 years. An HBO movie was made 
of the play as well as a follow-up sequel to 
the play entitled, laramie: ten Years lat-
er was written and performed nationally. 

The Tectonic Theatre 
Project has created 
a major vehicle for a 
national conversation 
about hate crimes in 
this play, but how does 
the play itself hold up 
in 2015? This was the 
question that plagued 
my mind last year.

In contemplating 
an answer, I went back 
to another play I had 
directed at CCBC a 
few years ago, Thorn-
ton Wilder’s our town. 
There is something 
“lasting” about both of 
these plays. Both are 
three-act plays with 
minimal scenic ele-

ments. Eternal themes emerge such life, 
love, death and pain are witnessed in both 
plays. 

In re-reading the laramie Project, a 
particular moment resonated with me. Mat-
thew Shepherd’s father, Dennis, takes the 
stand at the sentencing of Aaron McKinny, 
his son’s killer. He reflects on how the stars 
of the night sky, the ever-present Wyoming 
wind and ultimately, God, were with Mat-
thew when he was tied to that fence on the 
outskirts of Laramie. 

In my mind I cannot help but go back 
to George Gibbs collapsing on his dead 
wife’s grave in the final moments of our 
town. Theatre is ultimately about making 
sense of the chaos of the human condition. 
While we are still wrestling with marriage 
equality, hate crimes legislation, workplace 
discrimination and reparative therapy, we 
are also wrestling with those “big picture 
questions” of life and death that both plays 
bring to the fore. 

the laramie Project holds up because 
we are still attempting to find order within 
the chaos of Matt Shepherd’s death. We 
will do our best to honor the laramie Proj-
ect well at CCBC. t

Ryan clark is a professor of theatre at 
the community college of Baltimore coun-
ty. He is also an artistic associate with iron 
crow theatre company. 

Like Us On
Facebook!
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be preceded by the entertaining High Heel 
Race. The block party follows the colorful 
parade, and Liller indicated that there will 
be a main stage plus two other stages that 
are primarily for drag shows and local en-
tertainment. No headliner has been signed 
as of yet.

Liller is fully aware of the alcohol con-
troversy and the city’s requirements con-
cerning outdoor and underage drinking. 
“We are working with the bars and the city 
to address those concerns,” he says. “We 
are developing a good process that will 
satisfy all the parties involved.”

The more laid-back Sunday park event 
– popular among LGBT folks and families – 
will resume as in the past. The elimination 
of this aspect of Pride last year drew the 
largest number of protests.

The Pride celebration will kick off on 
Friday, July 24 at Gertrude’s at the Bal-
timore Museum of Art. The popular long-
time event, known as Twilight on the Ter-
race, is a key fundraising source for the 
GLCCB to defray operating costs associ-
ated with Pride.

Liller, along with committees consisting 
of enthusiastic volunteers, sets up Pride 
events, attracts corporate sponsors, coor-
dinates vendors, arranges the talent, and 
performs many tasks that are not appar-
ent by all. This behind-the-scenes work is 
tedious but Liller says “there has been a 
huge influx of interest from nearly 300 vol-
unteers and more are needed.”

Indeed, Liller 
and the GLCCB 
have set out an 
ambitious agen-
da that by itself 
would be daunt-
ing even without 
Pride. Monthly 
networking mix-
ers and Pride 
meetings help to 
add visibility to 
the Center. How-
ever, there is a 
plethora of other 
events that Liller 
and volunteers 
are planning to 
engage the com-
munity.

For example, 
on March 25 there 
will be a Youth 
Program Open 
House to show-

the Center’S 
BuSy year ahead

– continued from page 1
case new youth programs. This will be led 
by Key’ayshia Tucker, who is the Center’s 
office manager. From April 13-17 the Center 
will host an Open House Week so that com-
munity members can see where the GLCCB 
resides. On April 17 there will be a kickoff 
party for youth programs and a PrEP media 
rollout to explain the Center’s new respon-
sibility in communicating about PrEP.

There will be a Casino Night at Grand 
Central on April 18 to benefit Pride. On May 
2, the popular Voice of Pride will take place 
at Steampunk Alley. The sizzling Hunks in 
Trunks fundraiser will take place on May 
13. And for LGBT history buffs, the LGBT 
Archives Exhibit Opening Reception will oc-
cur on May 15.

Following Pride, the GLCCB will cel-
ebrate LGBT History Month with Oktober-
fest the first week. Black Pride, Hearts and 
Ears, and Chase Brexton will be joining 
the GLCCB for events the remainder of the 
month. And on Halloween, the Center will 
hold its “Outrageous” gala.

This year is shaping up to be a renais-
sance for the GLCCB with renewed efforts 
to bring the community back to the Center. 
Liller points out the organization is seek-
ing marketing interns, development interns 
and events interns as well as volunteers to 
make these events and programs a suc-
cess. In addition, there is a Board of Direc-
tors recruitment effort whereby applications 
can be found at the Center’s website Glccb.
org.

We will provide more details as these 
events approach. In the meantime, Paul 
Liller will remain quite busy. t

GET PREPPED ON PREP: 
A TOWN HALL MEETING ON
PRE-EXPOSURE PROPHYLAXIS 

Join us to learn more about PrEP and about the 
newest, exciting data on PrEP 

for men who have sex with men.
DATE

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 2015 
TIME 

6:30 PM TO 8:00 PM

LOCATION
CHASE BREXTON HEALTH CARE 

1111 NORTH CHARLES STREET | BALTIMORE, MD 21201 

FOOD & REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED
HOSTED BY

AIDS Action Baltimore & Chase Brexton Health Care

SPONSORED BY: 
Center for Black Equity - Baltimore, FreeState Legal Project, 

GLCCB, Johns Hopkins Center for AIDS Research, & 
STAR TRACK, University of Maryland School of Medicine
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Young, who died in October 2013 while in 
office, but she missed the filing deadline 
for the special election to fill his seat.

Beck two months earlier sparked criti-
cism among some LGBT rights advocates 
after she described Army Pvt. Chelsea 
Manning on her Facebook page as “a liar 
and a thief and a traitor to many people.” 
Manning is currently serving a 35-year 
prison sentence at Fort Leavenworth, Kan-
sas, after a military court convicted her of 
charges related to the leaking of classified 
military documents and diplomatic cables 
to Wikileaks. “Being a trans American, 
that’s not what I am,”

Beck told the Blade as she discussed 
her campaign and the possibility that she 
could be the first openly trans member of 
Congress if she were to defeat Hoyer. “I’m 
an American first and I want everything to 
be put into that context. It can’t be a circus 
about the LGBT community.”

“I want this to be about an American,” 
she added. “I love our community, but I love 
America. And I want it to come together.”

Hoyer has represented Maryland’s 
5th Congressional District that includes 
Charles, St. Mary’s, and Calvert Counties, 
and portions of Prince George’s and Anne 
Arundel Counties since 1981. His daugh-
ter, Stefany Hoyer Hemmer, publicly came 
out as a lesbian in 2012 during an exclu-
sive interview with the Blade.

“I am proud to represent Maryland’s 5th 
District in Congress,” Hoyer told the Blade 
in a statement. “I appreciate the support of 
my constituents and will continue to work 
on their behalf to address their priorities, 
and earn their vote in 2016.” t

hopes that the youth in 
Anne Arundel County 
would have an oppor-
tunity to come together 
in a safe space and 
bond. This year I wish 
for the same thing to 
happen,” Kaaliyah 
McDowell, 16, one of 
the lead organizers of 
the conference and 
a Crofton, Maryland, 
resident, told Baltimore 
outloud.

“I am hoping that 
from this conference, 
students from different 
schools will be able to 
build relationships and 
support systems be-
cause that is extremely important in any 
community. Also, I would like this confer-
ence to act as an opportunity to educate 
people. Some people need more explana-
tion on how to be active and others need 
advice, and I hope that everyone who at-
tends will leave with their questions an-
swered,” she said.

Among the topics to be discussed in 
breakout sessions will be: the various titles 
used in the LGBTQ communities, sexual 
health and safe dating, accepting your child 
(for guardians), coming out at home and 
in school, how to expand an existing GSA 
club or start a new one, honoring Leelah 
Alcorn, trans perspective, racism and prej-
udice in the LGBTQ community, how allies 
can advocate for those in the LGBTQ com-
munity, and a discussion of problems now 
and then from LGBTQ elders.

“I am honored to participate at the 
Gay Straight Alliance Conference where 
LGBTQ students are acknowledged, re-
spected and affirmed for who they are,” 
said Sue Garner, chair of PFLAG-Howard 
County and a presenter of the “Accepting 
Your Child” breakout session. “Students 
will have opportunities to choose among 
a variety of breakout sessions where they 
can discuss LGBTQ issues, learn and ask 
questions. This is so important since this 
rarely, if ever, occurs within the public 
school curriculum.”

Alyssa Fenix, the faculty advisor to the 
conference, added, “We hope to expand 
on last year’s first conference, at which the 
foundation was laid for a network of sup-
port in a county that doesn’t currently have 
an active PFLAG chapter or RYA group. 
I believe the conference would be a way 
of offering the avenue for communicating 
ideas and developing support systems 
throughout the county for the growing LG-
BTQ youth and ally population.” t

By MiChaeL LaverS
Washington Blade
A transgender former U.S. Navy SEAL 
plans to challenge House Minority Whip 
Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) in next year’s Demo-
cratic primary. The Maryland Board of Elec-
tions on its website confirms that Kristin 
Beck filed campaign paperwork with state 
officials in Annapolis. The retired SEAL on 
her campaign website said she has “mailed 
forms” to the Federal Election Commission.

Beck on her campaign website makes 
four points as to why she feels voters in 
Maryland’s 5th Congressional District 
should elect her to succeed Hoyer in the 
U.S. House of Representatives.

These include the claim that Congress 
“did not address the foreclosure issue in 
Maryland or anywhere else while they 
bailed out the banks with” $1 trillion. Beck, 
who has lived with her girlfriend in Upper 
Marlboro since December, noted to the 

Washington Blade 
during a telephone 
interview that Prince 
George’s County has 
the state’s highest 
foreclosure rate. She 
said Hoyer has not 
done enough to ad-
dress the issue.

“He’s concen-
trating so much on 
national, bailing out 
banks and other 
huge issues,” Beck 
told the Blade. “Our 
representative has 

been too busy helping Wall Street since 
2008 to even notice Main Street,” she 
adds on her campaign website. Beck on 
her campaign website notes Congress’ ap-
proval rating remains less than 20 percent. 
She also cites Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) who she claims 
said there are “sharp elbows and big egos 
in Congress.”

“It seems like the district has been for-
gotten,” Beck told the Blade.

Beck spent two decades in the SEALs 
until her retirement in 2011. She was once 
a member of the SEAL Team 6 that carried 
out the 2011 raid on Osama bin Laden’s 
compound in Pakistan during which the 
terrorist mastermind was killed.

Beck transitioned from a man into a 
woman after she left the special operations 
force. She was considering a campaign to 
succeed the late Florida Congressman Bill 
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By Steve Charing
The NOH8 Campaign will be set up at Mo-
naco Baltimore, a Kimpton Hotel, on April 
10 for an open photo shoot. Interested 

individuals are 
asked to stop by 
between 5 and 8 
p.m. to pose for 
an official NOH8 
photo by pho-
tographer Adam 
Bouska. No res-
ervations needed. 
The hotel is lo-
cated at 2 North 

Charles Street, Baltimore.
“Photos are first-come, first-served – 

and we move fast,” said the organizers on 
the event’s Facebook page. “Please ar-
rive camera-ready with a plain white shirt 
to match the signature style of the NOH8 
photos.”

Single / solo photos will cost $40. 
Couple / group photos are $25 per person. 
NOH8 accepts cash and credit cards only. 
Fees paid to participate cover services and 
costs for one edited digital print only, made 
available via Noh8campaign.com, and do 
not include physical prints.

Funds raised by the NOH8 Campaign 
will be used to continue promoting and 
raising awareness for marriage and human 
equality as well as anti-discrimination and 
anti-bullying through NOH8’s interactive 
social media campaign, and covering op-
erational costs at their Burbank headquar-
ters. t

Trans ex-Navy SEAL 
to Challenge Hoyer

thomas Bonderenko
credit: Steve Charing

kristin Beck

GSA Conference 
Scheduled in 

Arundel

NOH8 Open Photo 
Shoot in Baltimore

arundel high School gay Straight alliance

By Steve Charing
For the second year in a row, students 
in Anne Arundel County will be hosting a 
conference to encourage more high school 
students to get involved with LGBT issues 
and inspire a sense of community in their 
schools. 
The conference, which will be taking 
place on March 21 at Arundel Senior High 
School, is titled “We-dentity: LGBTQ+ 
Youth and Ally Conference for Empower-
ment through Personal Growth and Com-
munity” to underscore the need to work 
together to build a better tomorrow.

“Last year, the conference started in 
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D.C. region, will be holding a pair of local 
town hall meetings. One meeting will be 
held in Baltimore on April 1 from 7:30 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. at the Hyatt Place Inner Harbor. 
The other will be held in Washington, D.C., 
on April 9 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the D.C. 
Center, 2000 14th Street NW.

This series of Town Halls will be the 
first step in sharing ideas, exploring un-
der-served needs, and giving resource/
service providers an insight to the immedi-
ate needs and concerns of the community. 
The information gathering/sharing will help 
to inform BHT’s 2015 grant cycle and will 
be the first step in developing an online di-
rectory of the many LGBTQ-focused non-
profits in the D.C. / Baltimore metro areas 
with an eye towards enabling community 
members to access the services and orga-
nizations that they need.

Dr. Patrick Chaulk, chair of the May-
or’s Commission on HIV/AIDS, will be the 
guest speaker at the Baltimore town hall. 
In D.C. Sheila Alexander-Reid, director of 
the Mayor’s Office of LGBT Affairs, was in-
vited to be the guest speaker.

“I am grateful to our Executive Direc-
tor Chaz Dean for bringing the idea of this 
series of town halls to our board of direc-
tors,” Jim Slattery, president of BHT, told 
Baltimore outloud.

“While we could certainly proceed from 
year to year with our traditional method 
of planning for our grant process, reach-
ing out to everyone in our community to 
find out from them what they think are the 
critical needs facing service providers and 
their clients, seems like a far better way 
of proceeding. We want to hear from ev-
eryone, not just those groups who come 
to us for funding, but from individuals who 
have their ears to the ground on a daily 
basis. No suggestion is without merit and 
we welcome input from everyone. We’re 
so thankful to Hyatt Place for opening 
their doors to us for what we expect to be 
a wonderful evening on April 1 and to the 
D.C. Center for hosting us on April 8.”

For more information, visit Brother-
helpthyself.net. t
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By Steve Charing
OutLaw, an LGBT advocacy group at the 
University of Baltimore School of Law, 
will be presenting its 9th annual COBALT 
awards on April 3. COBALT stands for Cel-
ebrating Our Baltimore Area Leaders and 
Trailblazers.

Those individuals designated to re-
ceive the Mark F. Scurti Award are Michelle 

McCleod and Jeremy Johnson. McCleod 
will be honored for her work with LGBTQ 
youth and her advocacy for LGBTQ mili-
tary issues. Johnson is also being honored 
for his work on LGBTQ issues in the mili-
tary. The organization to be recognized is 
GLSEN.

In 2007, Scurti received a Distinguished 
Alumni Award for his work for OutLaw. The 
award has been renamed the “Mark F. 
Scurti Award for Outstanding Contributions 
to the LGBT Community.” Scurti, a well-
known gay attorney in Baltimore’s LGBT 
community, is currently an associate judge 
on the District Court for Baltimore City.

The April 3 ceremony takes place from 
5:30 to 7:30 pm. on the 12th floor of the 
University of Baltimore School of Law, 
1401 North Charles Street, Baltimore. 
Tickets are free to students and $10 for 
non-students, alumni or guests. To pur-
chase tickets, Eventbrite.com/e/2015-co-
balt-awards-tickets-15964969654.

OutLaw is a law student organization 
that advocates on the University of Balti-
more campus on LGBT issues. t

With the U.S. Supreme Court set to hear 
a landmark same-sex marriage case next 
month and legislatures across the country 
continuing to debate the issue, Attorney 

General Brian E. Frosh on March 9 re-
leased a report that provides a clear ar-
gument for why the nation’s highest court 
should recognize marriage equality instead 
of allowing the decision to rest with states.

The report analyzes the origins of state 
laws prohibiting same-sex marriage, and 
finds that those laws have been consistent-
ly driven by fear, prejudice 
and hate. In fact, the report 
finds, state political process-
es have been systematically 
degraded by animus direct-
ed at the LGBT community. 
In these circumstances, it is 
especially appropriate for the 
Supreme Court to intervene 
and resolve the matter, Attor-
ney General Frosh said.

“Maryland has been a leader in advanc-
ing marriage equality. We must continue to 
play a role in making sure that everyone in 
the nation can enjoy the benefits of mar-
riage regardless of sexual orientation,” At-
torney General Frosh said. “It is a matter of 
fundamental fairness.”

Maryland must continue to assume 
a leading role in advocating for marriage 

equality else-
where, Attorney 
General Frosh 
said, to protect 
the ability of 
families to make 
major life deci-
sions about em-
ployment, educa-
tion and travel 
without fear that 
their healthcare, 
parental rights, 
medical decision-
making and other 
rights are at risk.

Maryland joined 16 other states in an 
amicus brief filed last week with the U.S. 
Supreme Court, which is reviewing same-
sex marriage prohibitions in Kentucky, 
Michigan, Ohio and Tennessee. The re-
port, “The State of Marriage Equality in 
America,” is referenced in the amicus brief.

“It might be tempting to think we’ve 
come far enough, when Maryland became 
the first state to legalize marriage by a 
popular vote,” said state Del. Maggie Mc-
Intosh, a key architect of the state’s 2012 
marriage equality amendment. “But there 
is more work to be done, and I am pleased 
that Attorney General Frosh is taking a 
strong leadership position to finish our 
fight.”

Another leading voice for equality, 
State Senator Rich Madaleno, added, “The 

OutLaw to Present 
COBALT Awards

Jeremy Johnson and Michelle McLeod

Like Us On
Facebook!

rights of Marylanders and families in many 
other states remain at risk unless the Su-
preme Court decides this issue once and 
for all. This report bolsters the case for 
why the Court needs to act this year, and 
solidify our gains once and for all.”

“While we are fortunate in Maryland 
to have won marriage equality for same-

sex couples, the outlook for 
some states on this issue is 
not favorable,” said Carrie 
Evans, executive director 
of Equality Maryland. “This 
report by Attorney General 
Frosh underscores the diffi-
culty, and in some instances 
the almost impossibility, of 
achieving marriage equality 
on a state-by-state basis. 

We concur with the conclusion of this re-
port that the time has come for the U.S. 
Supreme Court to hold that the Consti-
tution requires no less than the right of 
same-sex couples to marry.”

The report, which can be found on the 
website of the Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral at Bit.ly/1MGebSg, shows that the tim-
ing of regressive marriage bans in most 
states is evidence of reactionary attempts 
to reinforce beliefs that the LGBT commu-
nity was not entitled to equal status. For 
example, in the five years following a 1993 
decision by the Hawaii Supreme Court that 
a marriage ban needed further scrutiny, 
Hawaii and 30 other states passed laws 
banning same-sex marriage or refusing to 
recognize same-sex marriages from other 
states.

“Contained in the Attorney General’s 
report are illustrations of prejudice and 
misinformation that make it clear that to 
ask same-sex couples to be patient asks 
too much,” said Deputy Attorney General 
Thiru Vignarajah, “The promise of equality 
has long been within the province of the 
Supreme Court to protect.”

Oral arguments in the case are sched-
uled for April 28. t

By Steve Charing
Brother, Help Thyself (BHT), a community-
based organization that provides financial 
and other support to non-profit organiza-
tions serving the LGBTQ and HIV/AIDS 
communities in the Baltimore/Washington, 

Frosh: Same-Sex 
Marriage Bans 

Fueled by 
Prejudice

atty. general 
Brian Frosh
credit: Steve Charing

‘The State of 
Marriage Equality 
in America’ report 
calls for judicial 

intervention

Frosh: Marriage Bans 
Fueled by Prejudice

Brother Help Thyself 
to Hold Town Halls
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dition of Boston Pride to the list of par-
ticipants reflects the values of the South 
Boston neighborhood,” said Mayor Walsh. 
“With this year’s parade, Boston is putting 
years of controversy behind us.” (Bay Win-
dows at Baywindows.com)

Oklahoma House 
bill abolishes 
marriage 
licenses.
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma – The Oklaho-
ma House of Representatives has passed 
a bill abolishing marriage licenses. The 
measure, passed on March 10 by a lopsided 
67-24 vote, would substitute after-the-fact 
“certificates of marriage” filled out by whoever 
officiates a marriage ceremony. The bill now 
goes to the Oklahoma Senate, which is also 
controlled by Republicans.

Bill sponsor Rep. Todd Russ said he in-
troduced the measure to “protect” Oklahoma 
county clerks who do not want to issue mar-
riage licenses to same-sex couples. “This 
takes them out of the trap,” he said, meaning 
that they could be found in contempt of court 
if they refused federal court orders to issue 
licenses to gay couples. Ironically, the bill also 
deletes language limiting marriage in Oklaho-

ma to opposite-sex couples. Other marriage 
restrictions would remain unchanged.

Democrats who opposed the measure 
charged that Republican foes of same-sex 
marriage were creating a scenario in which 
Oklahoma would legalize same-sex marriage 
even if the U.S. Supreme Court overturns 
lower court rulings the bill seeks to counter. 
Supporters of the bill said that it only removes 
the state from the marriage process. “Mar-
riage was not instituted by government,” said 
Rep. Dennis Johnson during debate on the 
bill. “It was instituted by God. There is no rea-
son for Oklahoma or any state to be involved 
in marriage.” (Seattle Gay News – mike an-
drew at Sgn.org)

FDA expands 
testing of gene 
therapy to treat 
HIV
washington, d.C. – The federal Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) has approved 
expanded testing for what has been called 
a possible “effective cure” for HIV. The 
method uses genetic modification to cre-
ate a specific mutation in the patient’s T-
cells which replicates naturally-occurring 
mutations in the rare people known to be 
immune to HIV infection. Stem cells are 
taken from HIV-positive patients and their 
gene sequence is altered to modify the 
CCR5 protein found on the surface of T-
cells. HIV initially uses CCR5 receptors 
to enter and infect new cells. Individuals 
who are naturally resistant to HIV – known 
as “elite controllers” – have a mutation of 
CCR5, which rejects HIV and thus protects 
them against infection.

The mutation occurs naturally in a 
small percentage of the world’s popula-
tion and gives these individuals a life-long 
resistance to HIV infections. Although the 

virus may enter and remain in their bod-
ies, without being able to enter the T-cells 
it cannot replicate and therefore will stay 
at low numbers, without harming the indi-
vidual’s immune system.

In theory, genetically-edited stem cells 
can be introduced into HIV patients, du-
plicating natural immunity. The modified 
cells will then repopulate the body with 
cells possessing the same mutation. This 
would give patients the same lifetime re-
sistance to HIV as those with natural im-
munity have, and with only one medical 
procedure. Initial clinical trials found that 
a number of patients controlled the virus 
for up to four years. An increase in T-cells 
was also noted, which was unexpected 
due to the cessation of HIV drugs. Be-
cause initial human tests were done on a 
very small sample of 12 subjects, once it 
was established that the method was safe 
and showed promise, the FDA approved 

Lack of HIV 
treatment 
increases risk 
for infecting 
others
atlanta, georgia – A new study, released 
last month by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, indicate that over 
90% of HIV infections “could be averted 
by diagnosing people living with HIV and 
ensuring they receive prompt, ongoing 
care and treatment.” The study, published 
in Jama internal medicine, found that, the 
further along in treatment a person is, the 
less likely they are to transmit the virus to 
another person.

“We could prevent the vast majority of 
new infections tomorrow by improving the 
health of people living with HIV today,” said 
Dr. Jonathan Mermin of the CDC. Almost 
one-third of infections were from people 
who did not know they were infected them-
selves.

“Positive or negative, an HIV test opens 
the door to prevention. For someone who 
is positive, it can be the gateway to care 
and the signal to take steps to protect part-
ners from infection,” said Dr. Eugene Mc-
Cray. “For someone who tests negative, it 
can be a direct link to important prevention 
services to help them stay HIV-free.” Even 
those who were in care, but not on anti-
retroviral treatment, were half as likely as 
those who had been diagnosed but were 
untreated to transmit the virus. And those 
with the viral count under control with treat-
ment were 94% less likely to transmit HIV. 
“At CDC, we’re working hard to make test-
ing as simple and accessible as possible,” 
McCray said. (Gay People’s chronicle at 
Gaypeopleschronicle.com)

compiled by Jim Becker

BeyOnd the BeLtway

expanded testing on 70 additional subjects 
and two more U.S.-based trials. (Seattle 
Gay News – mike andrew at Sgn.org)

Boston gay 
group marches 
in St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade
Boston, Mass. – Boston Pride, which will 
commemorate its 45th anniversary as an 
organization celebrating the LGBT com-
munity in June, was accepted by the South 
Boston Allied 
War Veteran’s 
Council to 
march in the 
114th annual 
South Boston 
St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade. 
The parade 
took place 
last Sunday, 
March 15th.

“We are 
looking forward to celebrating Boston’s 
diversity, our veterans and the Irish heri-
tage of so many members of our commu-
nity by marching in the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade,” said Sylvain Bruni, president of 
Boston Pride. “While we recognize there is 
still much work to be done to protect the 
rights of the LGBT community both here 
and around the world, and to ensure ev-
eryone’s rights to express themselves and 
to celebrate, we are aware of how sym-
bolically important it is for members of our 
community to be proudly out among their 
friends and neighbors as a part of this his-
toric parade.”

“I’m thrilled that the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade is inclusive this year, and the ad-

these news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. usually the reports have been sig-
nificantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
media.
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Elite women’s 
college to admit 
transgender 
students
wellesley, Mass. – The associated Press 
reports that Wellesley College is joining a 
growing list of women’s colleges that ac-
cept transgender students. President H. 
Kim Bottomly and trustees’ chairwoman 
Laura Daignault Gates said in a letter 
March 11 that “Wellesley will consider for 
admission any applicant who lives as a 

woman and 
c o n s i s t e n t l y 
identifies as a 
woman.”

Transgen-
der men are 
not eligible for 
admission to 
the private lib-
eral arts col-

lege. The policy is expected to be in place 
for the next admission cycle for the class 
of 2020.

The policy approved by trustees came 
after Bottomly formed a committee last 
fall to study educational, social, legal, 
and medical considerations about gender 
identity. Mount Holyoke and Simmons in 
Massachusetts, as well as Mills College 
in California, also have policies address-
ing the admission of transgender students. 
(Bay Windows & the associated Press – 
at Baywindows.com)

Gay actor 
Franzese 
plays a bear in 
‘Looking’
dallas, tex. – Daniel Franzese is now 
in perhaps his second iconic role for gay 
audiences – namely bears. The actor has 
joined the cast of HBO’s “Looking” in its 
second season as Eddie, who works with 
LGBT teens and is also Agustin’s love in-
terest. But most gay fans will remember 
Franzese’s turn as gay best friend Damian 
in the queer film “Mean Girls.” And both 
roles are inherently groundbreaking.

In “Mean Girls,” Franzese’s character 
Damian wasn’t written merely as a foil or 
comic relief for the film. And in “Looking,” 

he isn’t the Ab-Fitched guy of the cast 
and is also one of the few (two to be ex-
act) HIV-positive characters on television 
right now. Franzese describes himself as 
the “big, hairy dude” of the show, which 
immediately caught the attention of bear 
audiences. And those audiences met the 
actor, 36, during his appearance in Dallas 
at BearDance, March 14. BearDance was 
the first major party for Texas Bear Round 
Up XX, and organizers were “excited to 
welcome Daniel to Friday Night Fever,” BD 
organizer Mark Trimble said. “Bears often 
have a second ‘coming out’ struggle of 
finding their niche in gay society and real-
izing that it’s okay to be themselves. So 
seeing an out actor playing a bear role on 
TV is groundbreaking and inspirational.”

Before his appearance, Franzese talk-
ed about his newfound place in bear cul-
ture. 

When asked if he considers himself a 
bear he said, “I don’t necessarily call my-
self one, but I know I am a bear and I ac-
cept that wholeheartedly. And the culture is 
so welcoming and fun. So I love the bears 
and I’m proud that I can represent that on 
this show as a big, tall, gay, hairy dude. 
That’s an amazing position to be in.” He 
added, “I always felt so chubby. I was the t-
shirt-in-a-pool guy. Living in New York City 
in my early 20s, I felt left out and it wasn’t 
until I discovered the bear community that 
I felt comfort. But I don’t have that problem 
now because I feel completely confident in 
my art. (dallas Voice – Rich lopez at dal-
lasvoice.com)

Philadelphia 
exhibit to 
celebrate 
early gay 
demonstrations
Philadelphia, Penn. – At a press confer-
ence March 10, William Way LGBT Com-
munity Center executive director Chris 
Bartlett, joined by Mayor Michael Nutter 
and other prominent members of the com-
munity, announced the launching of a new 
LGBT history exhibition at the National 
Constitution Center to coincide with the 
50th anniversary of the Annual Reminders 
this summer. 

“Speaking Out for Equality: The Consti-
tution, Gay Rights and the Supreme Court” 
will open June 5 and run through Septem-
ber 7. The exhibit will include information 
on pivotal court cases, artifacts and per-
sonal stories to chronicle the debate over 
gay rights.

The exhibit will be the centerpiece of a 
week-long 50th-anniversary celebration of 
the first Annual Reminder Day, public dem-
onstrations held every July 4 from 1965-69 
in front of Independence Hall, and the first 
protests for LGBT equality in the nation. 
The Reminder Days were a precursor to 
the Stonewall Riot in New York City.

Bartlett said the exhibit is historic in 
several ways. “It is the first time that LGBT 
history, viewed through a constitutional 
frame, is being explored at a national mu-
seum,” said Bartlett. 

“It’s also historic given the time frame 
of the American LGBT civil-rights debate, 
with a major LGBT civil-rights case to be 
handed down by the U.S. Supreme Court 
while the exhibit is open in June. In his 
remarks, Nutter noted that if ever anyone 
need be reminded of who we are as Ameri-
cans and how far the civil-rights movement 
has come, they can just take a walk around 
Independence Hall. 

“If you ever need a reminder about how 
we got to where we are, you only need to 
go into some of the places on the most his-
toric square mile in America. It will remind 
you. 

“It will remind you what America is all 
about,” he said, echoing the theme of the 
Annual Reminder days. Also, the week-
long 50th-anniversary celebration will take 
place July 2 to 5. 

For more information, visit Lgbt50.org. 
(Philadelphia Gay News – Ryan Kasley at 
epgn.com)

Arrest made 
in murder of 
transgender 
woman in 
Harlem
new york City, n.y. – Two years after 
confessing to the beating death of Islan 
Nettles, 24-year-old James Dixon was 
indicted for the crime earlier this month. 
Prosecutors say that Dixon punched Net-
tles, knocking her down and causing her to 
strike her head on the pavement. He then 
allegedly continued beating her while she 
was down, knocking her head repeatedly 
into the sidewalk. He has been charged 
with manslaughter and felony assault, and 
is being held without bail, having pleaded 
not guilty.

In August 2013, Nettles and other trans-
gender women were out on a Friday night 
when a group of men realized that the wom-
en were transgender. The men attacked 
the women, and Nettles never regained 

c o n -
s c i o u s -
ness af-
ter being 
taken to 
H a r l e m 
Hospital . 
A n o t h e r 
man was 
a r res ted 
in con-
n e c t i o n 
with the 
b e a t -
ing, but 
c h a r g e s 
a g a i n s t 
him were 

dropped in November 2013 because of dif-
fering accounts as to who attacked Nettles.

Investigators said that part of the rea-
son for the delay in charging Dixon was 
because witnesses had trouble telling him 
and Paris Wilson, the man earlier charged, 
apart. Dixon allegedly told Wilson that he 
was going to take responsibility for the at-
tack, and Wilson’s mother went with him to 
the police station, where he made a con-
fession. The presence of Wilson’s mother 
and the resemblance the two men bear to 
each other caused confusion with the in-
vestigators, who thought that it was Wilson 
who confessed, not Dixon. t (Gay Peo-
ple’s chronicle at Gaypeopleschronicle.
com)

BeyOnd the BeLtway

daniel 
Franzese

Protesting in n.y.C.
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between God and his people.”
In his 2012 book, Carson wrote of mar-

riage equality: “[I]f we can redefine mar-
riage as between two men or two women or 
any other way based on social pressures as 
opposed to between a man and a woman, 
we will continue to redefine it in any way 
that we wish, which is a slippery slope 
with a disastrous ending, as witnessed 
in the dramatic fall of the Roman Em-
pire.”

At the National Organization for 
Marriage’s March for Marriage gala 
in 2014, Carson explained how 
Marxists are using LGBT rights to 
destroy American unity and impose 
the “New World Order.”

And now the latest gem. Appearing on 
CNN on March 4, when asked by Chris 
Cuomo if being gay is a choice, the highly 
educated physician replied, “Absolutely.” 
Then he added, “Because a lot of people 
who go into prison go into prison straight – 
and when they come out, they’re gay. So, 
did something happen while they were in 
there? Ask yourself that question.”

Under intense fire, he “apologized” and 
vowed that the liberal gotcha press will not 
stop his momentum and trap him into ex-
pressing his views on homosexuality. We’ll 
see. I guarantee that even if he chooses not 
to run for president, he will be giving a prime-
time speech at the Republican National Con-
vention and his views on LGBT folks will be 
a centerpiece.

I will say this in response to Carson’s 
theory about going into prison straight and 
leaving gay: Ben Carson, a brilliant neurosur-
geon, enters the Republican clown car filled 
with presidential hopefuls and emerges as a 
moron.

Carson keeps claiming he’s not ho-
mophobic. It’s like the SAE frat boys at the 
University of Oklahoma who chanted racist 
chants over and over and claim they are not 
racists, that it was a mistake whereby their 
behavior was fueled by alcohol. No dudes, 

The time between presidential elections 
can be a head-shaking experience among 
ordinary folks. Unfortunately, much of this 
interlude is filled with bizarre statements 
and other forms of nonsense as we endure 
the ridiculousness of people who simply fail 
to think before they speak or possess any 
form of filter. This period is called the “silly 
season,” which challenges people’s intel-
lect and sensibilities and where the absurd 
can be humorous or downright serious, if 
not scary.

 thinking OutLOud

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

Comments, actions, and 
events are so bizarre, so counter-
intuitive, that your eyes roll back 
so far you can see the back of 
your brain. Of course, not all of the 
silliness is related to presidential 
politics or politics in general, but it 
starts with politics and it has to be-
gin with none other than Dr. Ben 
Carson.

If you hadn’t read or heard, 
the esteemed retired neurosur-
geon from Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity has made some contro-
versial anti-gay comments in the 
past, which raised his profile and 
received the sympathy and support of gay-
hating tea partiers – enough so that they 
are encouraging him to make a presidential 
run. He is considering just that.

In an appearance on Fox “News” Car-
son spouted this gem: “Marriage is between 
a man and a woman. No group, be they 
gays, be they NAMBLA, be they people 
who believe in bestiality, it doesn’t matter 
what they are. They don’t get to change the 
definition.”

At a conference at the Illinois Family 
Institute, he claims marriage equality advo-
cates are “directly attacking the relationship 

The Silly 
Season 

is Upon Us

you’re racists. Alcohol merely removed your 
inhibitions to recite those ugly words; it didn’t 
put them in your minds.

Dr. Carson, you’re a homophobe in every 
sense of the word. Don’t pretend you’re not.

Adding to the silly season were the 47 
Republican Senators (known on social media 
as #47traitors) who usurped the authority of 
the executive branch to conduct foreign pol-
icy. Under “wunderkind” Senator Tom Cotton 
of Arkansas who persuaded the other sena-
tors to sign off on an outlandish, condescend-
ing letter to the leadership of Iran aimed at 
scuttling the sensitive negotiations on Iran’s 
nuclear program, achieved something that 
has been a long time waiting: it finally woke 
up Democrats.

Ceding the social media platforms, talk 
radio, TV interviews and other media to Re-
publicans during the non-stop anti-Obama 

thrashing, Dems finally found a cause in 
which they could respond. And they 

are correct.
Imagine Democratic 

Senators writing a letter to the 
Soviet Union’s leadership in an 

effort to warn them that the Sen-
ate may not approve any nuclear 

proliferation treaty President Rea-
gan was negotiating. How would 

have the GOP responded? None too 
pleased, I would suspect.

It would be as if Republican Sen-
ators and Representatives had written 

the following:
dear osama Bin laden,
We writing to advise you that the Navy 

Seals have discovered your location in Paki-
stan and will come to get you. as you know, 
our previous dear leader President George 
W. Bush had to abandon his search for you 
at tora Bora so that we could invade and lib-
erate iraq, the actual purveyors of 9/11, and 
create another democratic and u.S.-friendly 
state in the middle east.

our current President obama is much 
too stubborn to let things slide as mr. Bush 
did. obama and his henchmen for some rea-
son doggedly want to capture or kill you even 
though Saddam Hussein was responsible for 
the over 3,000 deaths on 9/11, not you.

We will do anything to keep our President 
from getting the credit for your demise be-
cause he is a foreign-born Socialist muslim 
who hates america and a black man who is 
considerably smarter than us.

We felt it as our patriotic duty, and in the 
name of freedom and the right to bear arms, 
to warn you of this diabolical plan.

Best of luck in your travels,
the Real americans

Indeed, it is the silly season, and alas, it’s 
just the tip of the iceberg. t

dr. Ben Carson (r.) on Cnn with Chris Cuomo
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thinking OutLOud

I love my work. I just had an invigorating 
morning, coaching an individual client and 
a group of women. All lesbians. From all 
over the country. During group, I men-
tioned my excitement in moving back to 
an area – the Mid-Atlantic – with its critical 
mass of single lesbians. And, I said that in 
2015 I wanted to be a part of raising the 
bar on the quality of our love lives, both 
in the Mid-Atlantic 
region and nationally.

And I meant it. 
Why not? We have 
active, vocal party-
ing, artsy, business 
and activist com-
munities within our 
ranks. And the sporty 
stuff too (some of 
which I love, by the 
way... pickle ball 
anyone?). Yes, all of these subsets of the 
LGBTIQ community contribute to a high-
er quality of life, but I am concerned that 
when it comes to our personal well being 
– such as when we aren’t partying, working 
or voting (or speaking out on an injustice 
on Facebook) – so many of us are not yet 
enjoying the lasting love relationship (with 
its supportive – two-is-better-than-one 
style of living) we say we want.

However, since I’ve called a spade a 
spade, this seems to be my mission and 
I’ve chosen to accept it. To start with, let 
me lay out the current state of affairs. The 
proof is in the pudding. For every happy 
long term lesbian couple I meet, I meet at 
least four or five women who are unhappily 
coupled or single and sincerely trying to 
find a life partner, without success.

Yes, that’s one in five or six. That’s only 
15-20% odds you are enjoying a happy, 
healthy love life. Not so hot, eh?

And, truth be told, my sample size is 
not large enough or most likely representa-
tive enough of all lesbians in the U.S. So 
that 20% may be too low.

But I just have to ask you: How about 
you? Are you in a happy, lasting relation-
ship (if that’s your goal)? Are you sur-
rounded by friends who are?

Here’s what I hear constantly from les-
bians I meet all over the country:

• I don’t have many (or any) lesbian 
friends. Either because I’m still a bit closet-
ed, busy with my life (work, parenting, care 
taking elderly parents) or because I’ve had 
negative experiences when I’ve befriended 
lesbians in the past. I don’t need the dra-
ma. Especially when I’m single I’ve been a 
threat to lesbian couples.

• I can’t seem to find compatible wom-
en to date.

• I can’t seem to find a relationship I 
want to commit to forever.

• I don’t have any role models – that is, 
lesbian couples who are happy – to learn 
from. All my coupled friends fight like crazy 
and don’t seem happy.

• I don’t have time to date.
• I hate online dating.
• I don’t know how to date, because 

obviously, so far I 
haven’t succeeded 
in getting what I 
want, at least not for 
the long term.

Well, it’s 2015, 
ladies. And, if you 
haven’t looked up 
in awhile, the envi-
ronment for you to 
create the love life 
you desire in reality 

is here now more than it’s ever been. And, 
none of us midlife gals are getting any 
younger. But we are wiser, no?

And I know another thing: we can less 
and less blame our inability to find and 
keep love in our lives on society, eh?

I know that awhile back I had to do 
some deep reflection on these concerns 
myself because the world around me had 
changed so fast – especially in regards to 
marriage equality. Sound familiar?

For example: Let’s go back a mere de-
cade. When you are over 50, ten years is 
not all that long. Can you remember the 
state of marriage equality in 2005? I know 
it’s hard to recall, given where we are today. 
But trust me, it’s still in our unconscious 
and it’s still driving us. Those were the pre-
Obama days, remember, before Joe Biden 
broke the ice and Obama continued in be-
ing thankfully the first commander in chief 
and U.S. president to grow in his out-and-
proud support of marriage equality.

In 2005 George Bush was president re-
member? Hmmm... let me see. Here’s an 
accounting of same-sex legal marriage as 

Raising the Bar 
on Your  

Happiness

Lesbian
Barb Elgin
Love

compared to today:
March 2005: Only one state – Massa-

chusetts – had legalized gay marriage.
March 2015: Currently 37, yes that is 

correct 37 states have legalized gay mar-
riage and a big federal case before the 
U.S. Supreme Court that will be decided 
by early summer could put the issue to 
rest for those remaining 13 states without 
same-sex marriage.

Wow, I don’t know about you, but my 
head is spinning! Thirty six states have 
joined the party in ten years! Amazing, 
especially when you consider that for hun-
dreds, that is centuries or even thousands 
of years prior, we didn’t have legal gay 
marriage at all.

So this new welcoming is a lot to di-
gest, even for those of us in favor of it! Par-
ticularly if you are single and the last time 
you were in a committed relationship was 
say 2006, or 2008, even here in Maryland, 
same-sex marriage didn’t become legal 
until just two years ago.

It’s true we are living in an entirely new, 
unique time historically that has never ex-
isted before. 

This is truly the very first time two wom-
en can legally tie the knot. Pretty amazing 

isn’t it?
Yes, we need time to digest all of this 

goodness. And time to decide what to do 
about it.

The bottom line for you and me is that it 
is vital that we focus on how this dramatic 
turn of events affects us as midlife single 
lesbians. As I see it, as a midlife single les-
bian this is an incredible opportunity for us 
to consider what all of this means, as indi-
viduals and as a community.

After all, isn’t your love life at least as 
important to your health and happiness as 
other priorities? And, let’s not give it more 
lip service than a dose of reality in our 
lives.

I know this conversation is truly fresh 
and exciting to me. How about you?

Stay tuned for my next issue where I’ll 
continue this very important discussion, 
and in particular how you can ‘raise the 
bar’ on your love life and reach it sooner 
rather than later! t

the name Barb elgin is synonymous 
with lesbian health, happiness, and love. For 
15 years now, Barb has traveled all over the 
u.S., mexico, and all over the world virtually, 
meeting and connecting lesbians. Her web 
site is lastinglesbianlove.com.

“So many of us are not 
yet enjoying the lasting 
love relationship (with 
its supportive – two-is-
better-than-one style of 
living) we say we want.”
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thinking OutLOud

We all have dreams for ourselves – some of 
us dream of the perfect career or the ideal 
home; others envision the endless possibili-
ties of financial freedom. But, some of us (a 
selected few) go the extra mile and dream 
for humanity. We seek out cures for disease, 
aspire to speak for those without voices, we 
search for possibilities to end world hunger 

or like Rev. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., we 
dream of equality 
and fairness for all 
people.

MLK has inspired 
us all with such a 
beautiful and noble 
vision and even now, 
47 years after his 
death, we continue 
to try to manifest his 
dream into reality, 
well, most of us any-
way; which brings me 

to Ms. Alveda King. (Takes deep breath.) 
Where does one begin with Ms. Alveda 
King? Preliminaries first, I guess: Alveda is 
the niece of the late Rev. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. She is an avid NAACP member, Christian 
minister, conservative, published author, and 
considers herself to be a civil rights activist.

On paper, she is an extremely accom-
plished and admirable woman, extraordi-
nary really; moral, active in her community, 
compassionate. However, speaking in actu-
alities… she’s just another well-educated, 
loud-talking, noise-making fool. As a self-
proclaimed civil rights activist, she openly 
and unapologetically stated (while protest-
ing suggested legislation to give basic, 
civil rights securities to homosexuals) that 
“To equate homosexuality with race is to 
give a death sentence to civil rights.” Last 
I checked, civil rights encompasses all citi-
zens to a political, social and equality – not 
just the heterosexual ones, or the ones that 
that fit into her little misshapen Christian box.

In attempting to defend her position as 

a right-winged, civil right activist, she stated 
(in 1997 at a rally in San Francisco), that “No 
one is enslaving homosexuals… or making 
them sit in the back of the bus,” and she is 
absolutely right. However, people of the LG-
BT-QIA community are ruthlessly murdered, 
bullied, tortured, stigmatized, ostracized, 
condemned and denied equal rights on the 
daily basis, same as the groups that she so 
frequently references.

I find it astonishing that, a person so 
close to Rev. Martin L. King – receiving 
much ( if not all) of her clout and creditability 
by simply carrying his name in my opinion, 
could be so closed-minded and… lost. It’s 
depressing; honestly, it’s horrible enough 
that she preaches this garbage to people all 
over the nation, including our young, impres-
sionable youth that, look to her for guidance 
and direction, but what’s worst is that she 
actually believes the nonsensical madness 

that she advocates!
Although MLK did not speak of LGBT-

QIA rights (specifically) in his 1963 “I Have 
a Dream” speech, it is my firm belief that, it 
was not because he didn’t deem it a signifi-
cant or worthy issue, or because as Alveda 
argues, he would have simply opposed civil 
rights such as, same-sex marriage etc. and 
wouldn’t have sanctioned the homosexual 
agenda… but, because we (LGBT-QIA folks) 
dwell quite comfortably within the category 
of human beings.

If any sane, rational human being is silly 
enough to cram all the issues the plague 
our nation into just three unrelated fractions 
(the three-headed beast, as Alveda calls it) 
same-sex love, just wouldn’t make the cut, 
even to the most dedicated homophobe. I 
have to give it to Ms. Alveda, she is creative, 
stating that, “homosexually is a “knock off” 
sexuality created by the devil.

Clearly, the problem at hand isn’t ho-
mosexuality in the least, it’s mental illness 
– she’s insane. t

A Beautiful 
Dream... 

Wrenched

Bi-
Lines

Nicole Bettis

alveda king

“However, speaking in 
actualities… she’s just 
another well-educated, 

loud-talking, noise-
making fool”
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the voice. When you text, it is even more 
removed from the personal sphere. Conse-
quently, it is more likely to be misinterpret-
ed and taken way off context. I wonder how 
many relationships have broken up over 
this and how many arguments and fights 
have taken place. Not to mention the pain 
in someone breaking up with you via text.

Then there are the people who can’t re-
sist taking a call or responding to a tweet 
when that ding comes! Are you one of 
those? Do you realize it makes your com-
panion feel unimportant? Now of course 
there are exceptions for those whose job 
requires them to be on call or respond to 
emergencies that may arise. But surely, a 
tweet can wait? If these kinds of interrup-
tions happen often, it is like a thousand 
cuts and damages the relationship and the 
friendship.

So ask yourself: If you are sitting 
across from someone having dinner, and 
you are both occupied with your gadgets, 
what is the point to the dinner? How im-
portant is the personal interaction to either 
one of you? You are also missing the mag-
ic of the emotional connection, the joy of 
exchanging thoughts and experiences with 
one another.

Then there is that matter of people 

By the time you read this, Pi Day will be 
a memory. I expect none of us will prob-
ably make it to the next one in a century. 
So I started to give some thought to how 
relationships have been influenced and 
changed with the technological advances 
in our lives. Some of these things creep in, 
some come with a loud bang. But here is 
what I hear from a lot of people and in fact 
witness in my own life.

Some people are more comfortable 
texting or emailing, especially when they 
want to get into a difficult emotional sub-
ject. In the past, the phone was the meth-
od of choice for this. Now it is text / email. 
With the phone, at least you also dealt with 

Techie, Nerd, 
or Neither?

Dr. J
Ask

Janan Broadbent, Ph.D.

checking their partner’s phone / email. If 
there is no trust in your relationship, that 
spells doom. If you have to know their 
password, go through the text and phone 
logs, monitor the history to see if anything 
has been deleted, then you have to take a 
serious look at why you are with someone 
you distrust.

Let’s look at some solutions to 
incorporating technology into our 
lives in a healthy way. First, do dis-
cuss this issue with your partner. 
Set some limits to gadget use. We 
already know that if your cyber-
involvement encroaches into the 
bedroom, it affects your sleep and 
does not let the brain shut off to re-
lax. This is not good for anyone’s 
health. Of course, if work necessi-
tates middle of the night calls, you 
have to find a way acceptable to 
you both to meet your responsibili-
ties. Short of that, establish some 
gadget-free zones.

 Set up some “date” events where you 
engage in talking with one another, eye-
ball to eyeball. Remember how wonderful 
it was when you could connect that way? 
Make that connection the heart and soul 
of the relationship. Make each other feel 

important enough not to let some random 
tweet, text or email interfere in that pre-
cious process. You may have seen some 
statistics that claim some people check 
their phones even during sex! How in-
volved or perhaps uninvolved does one 
have to be to do that??

It all comes down to whether you are 
able to prioritize you own life and the value 
in your friendships and relationships. Con-
necting to the real live person you are with 
has to be more important than connecting 
to the cyber world, or else, we start to lose 
who we are as a living being. t
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Dear Dr. Eva,
   I have a cousin who is getting chemo-
therapy for cancer. It makes her pretty 
sick. I understand that marijuana is the 
best treatment for cancer pain and for nau-
sea from chemotherapy. Is 
medical marijuana available 
here in Maryland ?

Concerned
 

Dear Concerned,
It is still illegal in Maryland to buy or 

grow marijuana for medical use (or any 
other use.) Once marijuana is obtained, 
it is legal to use it for medical purposes if 
the person has a doctor’s written recom-
mendation. A legal form of THC, the active 
ingredient in marijuana, has been avail-
able for years. It is a pill called dronabinol 
(generic name) or Marinol (brand name.) 
Dronabinol is approved for nausea and to 
stimulate the appetite. It is not approved for 
treatment of any kind of pain. Marijuana and 
THC have not been proven effective for re-
lieving cancer pain.

All oncologists (cancer specialists) are fa-
miliar with dronabinol. The reasons it isn’t 
prescribed very often are that it is not very 
effective for most people, it has many side 
effects, and more effective medicines are 
available to treat both nausea and poor 
appetite.

Consider discussing with your cousin 
what medicines her doctors have given 
her to manage her nausea and pain, and 
whether she is taking them as prescribed. 
Often, patients are prescribed effective 
medicines for these problems but, some-
times because of side effects, they do not 
take them often enough or in large enough 
doses to control the nausea and pain. If she is 
taking the medicines correctly without relief, 
or is not taking them due to side effects,  per-
haps you could go with her to her next medi-
cal appointment to discuss alternative treat-
ments with her physician.                    

 
Dear Dr. Eva,

So many states have already allowed 
the sale of medical marijuana, I don’t un-

Medical 
Marijuana

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

derstand what the holdup is in Maryland. I 
was in California last summer and in some 
areas there were several marijuana dis-
pensaries in the same block! Not having a 
doctor’s order, unfortunately I couldn’t get 
any, ha ha!

   Disappointed
 

Dear Disappointed,
  Maryland’s legislators have decriminal-

ized the use of marijuana for medical purpos-
es. Under current law, a person will not be 
penalized more than a fine of $100 for having 
less than one ounce of marijuana if they have 
a written recommendation from their physi-
cian to use marijuana for a specific medical 
condition. However, it is still illegal to sell or 
grow marijuana.  This means that, although it 
is legal to use marijuana if recommended by 

a physician, there is no legal 
way to get it in Maryland.

On the surface this does 
not make a lot of sense, but 
there are legitimate reasons 

behind it. Federal law still makes possession 
of marijuana a crime, and federal law has au-
thority over state law. States like California 
and Colorado, which have legalized medi-
cal use of marijuana, have not been able to 
control increasing marijuana sales to people 
who are using it for recreational, not medi-
cal, purposes.  Rates of driving while intoxi-
cated with marijuana have increased, but it 
is difficult to make arrests for marijuana DUI 
because there is no method similar to the 
Breathalyzer for alcohol that can be used to 
test for marijuana.

There is plenty of research that shows the 
harm of marijuana.  It is a demotivating drug 
that impairs users’ ability to work or study. In 

contradiction 
to prior beliefs, 
marijuana is 
now known 
to be an ad-
dictive drug 
that causes 
c r a v i n g s 
and physical 
symptoms of 
withdrawal. It 
causes physi-

cal shrinkage of areas of the brain related to 
memory, alertness, and emotional responses. 
Marijuana use by adolescents causes perma-
nent loss of intelligence. These risks may be 
acceptable for a person with a terminal illness 
or unbearable chronic pain, but they are too 
great for recreational drug use by healthy 
adolescents and adults. t

eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physi-
cian. Send your comments and questions 
to her by email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.
com.
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•  Changes in liver enzymes: People who have had hepatitis B or C, or who have had 
changes in their liver function tests in the past may have an increased risk for liver 
problems while taking COMPLERA. Some people without prior liver disease may also 
be at risk. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your liver enzymes before 
and during treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or bones getting soft or thin, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV-1 medicines.  
•  Changes in your immune system. Your immune system may get stronger and begin to 
fight infections. Tell your healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms after you 
start taking COMPLERA.

The most common side effects of COMPLERA include trouble sleeping (insomnia), 
abnormal dreams, headache, dizziness, diarrhea, nausea, rash, tiredness, and 
depression. Other common side effects include vomiting, stomach pain or discomfort, 
skin discoloration (small spots or freckles), and pain. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking COMPLERA?
•  All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or had 
any kidney, mental health, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. COMPLERA may affect the way other medicines work, 
and other medicines may affect how COMPLERA works. Keep a list of all your medicines 
and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist. Do not start any new medicines 
while taking COMPLERA without first talking with your healthcare provider.

•  If you take rifabutin (Mycobutin). Talk to your healthcare provider about the right 
amount of rilpivirine (Edurant) you should take.

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or at least 4 hours after 
you take COMPLERA.

•  If you take stomach acid blockers. Take acid blockers at least 12 hours before or at 
least 4 hours after you take COMPLERA. Ask your healthcare provider if your acid blocker 
is okay to take, as some acid blockers should never be taken with COMPLERA.

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if COMPLERA can 
harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant while 
taking COMPLERA.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. HIV-1 can 
be passed to the baby in breast milk. Also, some medicines in COMPLERA can pass into 
breast milk, and it is not known if this can harm the baby.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information with important warnings on 
the following pages.

COMPLERA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS.
To control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses you must keep taking 
COMPLERA. Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to reduce the 
risk of passing HIV-1 to others. Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the 
chance of sexual contact with body fluids. Never reuse or share needles or other items 
that have body fluids on them.

It is not known if COMPLERA is safe and effective in children under 18 years old.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about COMPLERA?
COMPLERA can cause serious side effects:
•  Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical emergency. 
Symptoms of lactic acidosis include feeling very weak or tired, unusual (not normal) muscle 
pain, trouble breathing, stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, feeling cold especially in 
your arms and legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat. 

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and fatty (steatosis). 
Symptoms of liver problems include your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow 
(jaundice), dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel movements (stools), loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach pain.

•  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver problems if you are female, 
very overweight (obese), or have been taking COMPLERA for a long time. In some cases, 
these serious conditions have led to death. Call your healthcare provider right away if you 
have any symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you also have HBV and stop taking COMPLERA, 
your hepatitis may suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking COMPLERA without first talking 
to your healthcare provider, as they will need to monitor your health. COMPLERA is not 
approved for the treatment of HBV.

Who should not take COMPLERA?
Do not take COMPLERA if you: 
•  Take a medicine that contains: adefovir (Hepsera), lamivudine (Epivir-HBV), 
carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, Tegretol, Tegretol-XR, Teril, Epitol), oxcarbazepine 
(Trileptal), phenobarbital (Luminal), phenytoin (Dilantin, Dilantin-125, Phenytek), 
rifampin (Rifater, Rifamate, Rimactane, Rifadin), rifapentine (Priftin), dexlansoprazole 
(Dexilant), esomeprazole (Nexium, Vimovo), lansoprazole (Prevacid), omeprazole 
(Prilosec, Zegerid), pantoprazole sodium (Protonix), rabeprazole (Aciphex), more than  
1 dose of the steroid medicine dexamethasone or dexamethasone sodium phosphate,  
or the herbal supplement St. John’s wort.

•  Take any other medicines to treat HIV-1 infection, unless recommended by your 
healthcare provider.

What are the other possible side effects of COMPLERA?
Serious side effects of COMPLERA may also include:
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider 
should do blood tests to check your kidneys before starting treatment with COMPLERA. If 
you have had kidney problems, or take other medicines that may cause kidney problems, 
your healthcare provider may also check your kidneys during treatment with COMPLERA. 

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any 
of the following symptoms: feeling sad or hopeless, feeling anxious or restless, have 
thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself.

Just the
one

for me

COMPLERA is a complete 
HIV-1 treatment in only  
1 pill a day.

Ask your healthcare  
provider if COMPLERA  
may be the one for you.

Pill shown is not actual size.

COMPLERA is a prescription medicine for adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before and who  
have no more than 100,000 copies/mL of virus in  
their blood. COMPLERA can also replace current HIV-1 
medicines for some adults who have an undetectable 
viral load (less than 50 copies/mL) and whose 
healthcare provider determines that they meet certain 
other requirements. COMPLERA combines 3 medicines 
into 1 pill to be taken once a day with food. COMPLERA 
should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines.

Ad Page 1
PALIO Date: 12.10.14 • Client: Gilead • Product: Complera • File Name: 24057_pgitvd_Master_E_Baltimore_Out_Loud_Livingston_fi.indd 
Trim: 9.875” x 9.6”

Baltimore OUT Loud Ad Page 2
PALIO Date: 12.10.14 • Client: Gilead • Product: Complera • File Name: 24057_pgitvd_Master_E_Baltimore_Out_Loud_Livingston_fi.indd 
Trim: 9.875” x 9.6”

Baltimore OUT Loud



BaLtiMOre OutLOud  MARCH 20, 2015  •  BaltimoReoutloud.com  t  15 

•  Changes in liver enzymes: People who have had hepatitis B or C, or who have had 
changes in their liver function tests in the past may have an increased risk for liver 
problems while taking COMPLERA. Some people without prior liver disease may also 
be at risk. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your liver enzymes before 
and during treatment with COMPLERA.

•  Bone problems, including bone pain or bones getting soft or thin, which may lead to 
fractures. Your healthcare provider may do tests to check your bones. 

•  Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV-1 medicines.  
•  Changes in your immune system. Your immune system may get stronger and begin to 
fight infections. Tell your healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms after you 
start taking COMPLERA.

The most common side effects of COMPLERA include trouble sleeping (insomnia), 
abnormal dreams, headache, dizziness, diarrhea, nausea, rash, tiredness, and 
depression. Other common side effects include vomiting, stomach pain or discomfort, 
skin discoloration (small spots or freckles), and pain. Tell your healthcare provider if 
you have any side effects that bother you or do not go away.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking COMPLERA?
•  All your health problems. Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you have or had 
any kidney, mental health, bone, or liver problems, including hepatitis virus infection.

•  All the medicines you take, including prescription and nonprescription medicines, 
vitamins, and herbal supplements. COMPLERA may affect the way other medicines work, 
and other medicines may affect how COMPLERA works. Keep a list of all your medicines 
and show it to your healthcare provider and pharmacist. Do not start any new medicines 
while taking COMPLERA without first talking with your healthcare provider.

•  If you take rifabutin (Mycobutin). Talk to your healthcare provider about the right 
amount of rilpivirine (Edurant) you should take.

•  If you take antacids. Take antacids at least 2 hours before or at least 4 hours after 
you take COMPLERA.

•  If you take stomach acid blockers. Take acid blockers at least 12 hours before or at 
least 4 hours after you take COMPLERA. Ask your healthcare provider if your acid blocker 
is okay to take, as some acid blockers should never be taken with COMPLERA.

•  If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if COMPLERA can 
harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare provider if you become pregnant while 
taking COMPLERA.

•  If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed. HIV-1 can 
be passed to the baby in breast milk. Also, some medicines in COMPLERA can pass into 
breast milk, and it is not known if this can harm the baby.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA. 
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

Please see Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information with important warnings on 
the following pages.

COMPLERA does not cure HIV-1 infection or AIDS.
To control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses you must keep taking 
COMPLERA. Ask your healthcare provider if you have questions about how to reduce the 
risk of passing HIV-1 to others. Always practice safer sex and use condoms to lower the 
chance of sexual contact with body fluids. Never reuse or share needles or other items 
that have body fluids on them.

It is not known if COMPLERA is safe and effective in children under 18 years old.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION
What is the most important information I should know about COMPLERA?
COMPLERA can cause serious side effects:
•  Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is a serious medical emergency. 
Symptoms of lactic acidosis include feeling very weak or tired, unusual (not normal) muscle 
pain, trouble breathing, stomach pain with nausea or vomiting, feeling cold especially in 
your arms and legs, feeling dizzy or lightheaded, and/or a fast or irregular heartbeat. 

•  Serious liver problems. The liver may become large (hepatomegaly) and fatty (steatosis). 
Symptoms of liver problems include your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow 
(jaundice), dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored bowel movements (stools), loss of 
appetite for several days or longer, nausea, and/or stomach pain.

•  You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or serious liver problems if you are female, 
very overweight (obese), or have been taking COMPLERA for a long time. In some cases, 
these serious conditions have led to death. Call your healthcare provider right away if you 
have any symptoms of these conditions.

•  Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you also have HBV and stop taking COMPLERA, 
your hepatitis may suddenly get worse. Do not stop taking COMPLERA without first talking 
to your healthcare provider, as they will need to monitor your health. COMPLERA is not 
approved for the treatment of HBV.

Who should not take COMPLERA?
Do not take COMPLERA if you: 
•  Take a medicine that contains: adefovir (Hepsera), lamivudine (Epivir-HBV), 
carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, Tegretol, Tegretol-XR, Teril, Epitol), oxcarbazepine 
(Trileptal), phenobarbital (Luminal), phenytoin (Dilantin, Dilantin-125, Phenytek), 
rifampin (Rifater, Rifamate, Rimactane, Rifadin), rifapentine (Priftin), dexlansoprazole 
(Dexilant), esomeprazole (Nexium, Vimovo), lansoprazole (Prevacid), omeprazole 
(Prilosec, Zegerid), pantoprazole sodium (Protonix), rabeprazole (Aciphex), more than  
1 dose of the steroid medicine dexamethasone or dexamethasone sodium phosphate,  
or the herbal supplement St. John’s wort.

•  Take any other medicines to treat HIV-1 infection, unless recommended by your 
healthcare provider.

What are the other possible side effects of COMPLERA?
Serious side effects of COMPLERA may also include:
•  New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider 
should do blood tests to check your kidneys before starting treatment with COMPLERA. If 
you have had kidney problems, or take other medicines that may cause kidney problems, 
your healthcare provider may also check your kidneys during treatment with COMPLERA. 

•  Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any 
of the following symptoms: feeling sad or hopeless, feeling anxious or restless, have 
thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself.
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COMPLERA is a complete 
HIV-1 treatment in only  
1 pill a day.

Ask your healthcare  
provider if COMPLERA  
may be the one for you.

Pill shown is not actual size.

COMPLERA is a prescription medicine for adults who 
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before and who  
have no more than 100,000 copies/mL of virus in  
their blood. COMPLERA can also replace current HIV-1 
medicines for some adults who have an undetectable 
viral load (less than 50 copies/mL) and whose 
healthcare provider determines that they meet certain 
other requirements. COMPLERA combines 3 medicines 
into 1 pill to be taken once a day with food. COMPLERA 
should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines.
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Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information
COMPLERA® (kom-PLEH-rah) 
(emtricitabine 200 mg, rilpivirine 25 mg, tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets
Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, please see the full 
Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is COMPLERA?

• COMPLERA is a prescription medicine used as a complete HIV-1 treatment in one 
pill a day. COMPLERA is for adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before and 
who have no more than 100,000 copies/mL of virus in their blood (this is called ‘viral 
load’). Complera can also replace current HIV-1 medicines for some adults who have 
an undetectable viral load (less than 50 copies/mL) and whose healthcare provider 
determines that they meet certain other requirements.

• COMPLERA is a complete regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines. 
HIV-1 is the virus that causes AIDS. When used properly, COMPLERA may reduce the 
amount of HIV-1 virus in your blood and increase the amount of CD4 T-cells, which 
may help improve your immune system. This may reduce your risk of death or getting 
infections that can happen when your immune system is weak.

• COMPLERA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on continuous HIV-1 therapy to 
control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.

• Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing HIV-1 to others. Do not 
share or reuse needles, injection equipment, or personal items that can have blood 
or body fluids on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer sex 
by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know about COMPLERA?

COMPLERA can cause serious side effects, including:
• Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis can happen in 

some people who take COMPLERA or similar (nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic 
acidosis is a serious medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem like symptoms of other 
health problems. Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the 
following symptoms which could be signs of lactic acidosis:
 – feel very weak or tired
 – have unusual (not normal) muscle pain
 – have trouble breathing
 – having stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
 – feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
 – feel dizzy or lightheaded
 – have a fast or irregular heartbeat

• Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in people who take 
COMPLERA. In some cases, these liver problems can lead to death. Your liver may 
become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call 
your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms of  
liver problems:
 – your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
 – dark “tea-colored” urine
 – light-colored bowel movements (stools)
 – loss of appetite for several days or longer
 – nausea
 – stomach pain

• You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you are 
female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking COMPLERA for a long time.

• Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection and 
take COMPLERA, your HBV may get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking COMPLERA.  
A “flare-up” is when your HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before. 
COMPLERA is not approved for the treatment of HBV, so you must discuss your HBV 
with your healthcare provider.
 – Do not run out of COMPLERA. Refill your prescription or talk to your healthcare 
provider before your COMPLERA is all gone.
 – Do not stop taking COMPLERA without first talking to your healthcare provider.
 – If you stop taking COMPLERA, your healthcare provider will need to check your health  
often and do blood tests regularly to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider  
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you stop taking COMPLERA.

Who should not take COMPLERA? 

Do not take COMPLERA if you also take any of the following medicines:
• Medicines used for seizures: carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, Tegretol, Tegretol-XR,  

Teril, Epitol); oxcarbazepine (Trileptal); phenobarbital (Luminal); phenytoin (Dilantin, 
Dilantin-125, Phenytek)

• Medicines used for tuberculosis: rifampin (Rifater, Rifamate, Rimactane, Rifadin); 
rifapentine (Priftin)

• Certain medicines used to block stomach acid called proton pump inhibitors (PPIs): 
dexlansoprazole (Dexilant); esomeprazole (Nexium, Vimovo); lansoprazole (Prevacid); 
omeprazole (Prilosec, Zegerid); pantoprazole sodium (Protonix); rabeprazole (Aciphex)

• Certain steroid medicines: More than 1 dose of dexamethasone or dexamethasone 
sodium phosphate

• Certain herbal supplements: St. John’s wort
• Certain hepatitis medicines: adefovir (Hepsera), lamivudine (Epivir-HBV)
Do not take COMPLERA if you also take any other HIV-1 medicines, including: 
• Other medicines that contain tenofovir (ATRIPLA, STRIBILD, TRUVADA, VIREAD)
• Other medicines that contain emtricitabine or lamivudine (ATRIPLA, Combivir, 

EMTRIVA, Epivir, Epzicom, STRIBILD, Trizivir, TRUVADA)
• rilpivirine (Edurant), unless you are taking rifabutin (Mycobutin)
COMPLERA is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of COMPLERA?

COMPLERA may cause the following serious side effects:
• See “What is the most important information I should know about COMPLERA?”
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider 

should do blood and urine tests to check your kidneys before you start and while you 
are taking COMPLERA. If you have had kidney problems in the past or need to take 
another medicine that can cause kidney problems, your healthcare provider may need 
to do blood tests to check your kidneys during your treatment with COMPLERA. 

• Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have 
any of the following symptoms:
 – feeling sad or hopeless
 – feeling anxious or restless
 – have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself 

• Change in liver enzymes. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus infection or 
who have certain liver enzyme changes may have an increased risk of developing new 
or worsening liver problems during treatment with COMPLERA. Liver problems can also 

happen during treatment with COMPLERA in people without a history of liver disease. 
Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to check your liver enzymes before and 
during treatment with COMPLERA.

• Bone problems can happen in some people who take COMPLERA. Bone problems 
include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may lead to fractures). Your healthcare 
provider may need to do tests to check your bones.

• Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV-1 medicine. These changes may 
include increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and 
around the main part of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms and face may 
also happen. The cause and long term health effect of these conditions are not known.

• Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) can happen 
when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may get stronger and begin 
to fight infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you start having any new symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of COMPLERA include:
• Trouble sleeping (insomnia), abnormal dreams, headache, dizziness, diarrhea, nausea, 

rash, tiredness, depression
Additional common side effects include:
• Vomiting, stomach pain or discomfort, skin discoloration (small spots or freckles), pain
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away.
• These are not all the possible side effects of COMPLERA. For more information, ask 

your healthcare provider.
• Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. You may report 

side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking COMPLERA?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, including:
• If you have or had any kidney, mental health, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B or C infection.
• If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if COMPLERA can 

harm your unborn child.  
 – There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral medicines during pregnancy. 
The purpose of this registry is to collect information about the health of you and your 
baby. Talk to your healthcare provider about how you can take part in this registry.

• If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you  
take COMPLERA.
 – You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to 
your baby.
 – Two of the medicines in COMPLERA can pass to your baby in your breast milk. It is 
not known if this could harm your baby.
 – Talk to your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements:
• COMPLERA may affect the way other medicines work, and other medicines may affect 

how COMPLERA works. 
• If you take certain medicines with COMPLERA, the amount of COMPLERA in your body 

may be too low and it may not work to help control your HIV-1 infection. The HIV-1 virus in 
your body may become resistant to COMPLERA or other HIV-1 medicines that are like it.

• Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the following medicines:
 – Rifabutin (Mycobutin), a medicine to treat some bacterial infections. Talk to your 

healthcare provider about the right amount of rilpivirine (Edurant) you should take.
 – Antacid medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, or calcium carbonate. 
Take antacids at least 2 hours before or at least 4 hours after you take COMPLERA.
 – Certain medicines to block the acid in your stomach, including cimetidine 
(Tagamet), famotidine (Pepcid), nizatidine (Axid), or ranitidine hydrochloride 
(Zantac). Take the acid blocker at least 12 hours before or at least 4 hours after 
you take COMPLERA. Some acid blocking medicines should never be taken with 
COMPLERA (see “Who should not take COMPLERA?” for a list of these medicines).
 – Medicines that can affect how your kidneys work, including acyclovir (Zovirax), 
cidofovir (Vistide), ganciclovir (Cytovene IV, Vitrasert), valacyclovir (Valtrex), and 
valganciclovir (Valcyte).
 – clarithromycin (Biaxin) 
 – erythromycin (E-Mycin, Eryc, Ery-Tab, PCE, Pediazole, Ilosone)
 – fluconazole (Diflucan)
 – itraconazole (Sporanox)
 – ketoconazole (Nizoral)
 – methadone (Dolophine)
 – posaconazole (Noxafil)
 – telithromycin (Ketek)
 – voriconazole (Vfend)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. Do not start any new 
medicines while you are taking COMPLERA without first talking with your healthcare provider.

How should I take COMPLERA?

• Stay under the care of your healthcare provider during treatment with COMPLERA.
• Take COMPLERA exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take it.  
• Always take COMPLERA with food. Taking COMPLERA with food is important to help get 

the right amount of medicine in your body. A protein drink is not a substitute for food. 
If your healthcare provider decides to stop COMPLERA and you are switched to new 
medicines to treat HIV-1 that includes rilpivirine tablets, the rilpivirine tablets should 
be taken only with a meal.

Keep COMPLERA and all medicines out of reach of children.
This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information about COMPLERA. If 
you would like more information, talk with your healthcare provider. You can also ask 
your healthcare provider or pharmacist for information about COMPLERA that is written 
for health professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.COMPLERA.com.

Issued: September 2014
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Brief Summary of full Prescribing Information
COMPLERA® (kom-PLEH-rah) 
(emtricitabine 200 mg, rilpivirine 25 mg, tenofovir disoproxil fumarate 300 mg) tablets
Brief summary of full Prescribing Information. For more information, please see the full 
Prescribing Information, including Patient Information.

What is COMPLERA?

• COMPLERA is a prescription medicine used as a complete HIV-1 treatment in one 
pill a day. COMPLERA is for adults who have never taken HIV-1 medicines before and 
who have no more than 100,000 copies/mL of virus in their blood (this is called ‘viral 
load’). Complera can also replace current HIV-1 medicines for some adults who have 
an undetectable viral load (less than 50 copies/mL) and whose healthcare provider 
determines that they meet certain other requirements.

• COMPLERA is a complete regimen and should not be used with other HIV-1 medicines. 
HIV-1 is the virus that causes AIDS. When used properly, COMPLERA may reduce the 
amount of HIV-1 virus in your blood and increase the amount of CD4 T-cells, which 
may help improve your immune system. This may reduce your risk of death or getting 
infections that can happen when your immune system is weak.

• COMPLERA does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. You must stay on continuous HIV-1 therapy to 
control HIV-1 infection and decrease HIV-related illnesses.

• Ask your healthcare provider about how to prevent passing HIV-1 to others. Do not 
share or reuse needles, injection equipment, or personal items that can have blood 
or body fluids on them. Do not have sex without protection. Always practice safer sex 
by using a latex or polyurethane condom to lower the chance of sexual contact with 
semen, vaginal secretions, or blood.

What is the most important information I should know about COMPLERA?

COMPLERA can cause serious side effects, including:
• Build-up of an acid in your blood (lactic acidosis). Lactic acidosis can happen in 

some people who take COMPLERA or similar (nucleoside analogs) medicines. Lactic 
acidosis is a serious medical emergency that can lead to death. Lactic acidosis can 
be hard to identify early, because the symptoms could seem like symptoms of other 
health problems. Call your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the 
following symptoms which could be signs of lactic acidosis:
 – feel very weak or tired
 – have unusual (not normal) muscle pain
 – have trouble breathing
 – having stomach pain with nausea or vomiting
 – feel cold, especially in your arms and legs
 – feel dizzy or lightheaded
 – have a fast or irregular heartbeat

• Severe liver problems. Severe liver problems can happen in people who take 
COMPLERA. In some cases, these liver problems can lead to death. Your liver may 
become large (hepatomegaly) and you may develop fat in your liver (steatosis). Call 
your healthcare provider right away if you get any of the following symptoms of  
liver problems:
 – your skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow (jaundice)
 – dark “tea-colored” urine
 – light-colored bowel movements (stools)
 – loss of appetite for several days or longer
 – nausea
 – stomach pain

• You may be more likely to get lactic acidosis or severe liver problems if you are 
female, very overweight (obese), or have been taking COMPLERA for a long time.

• Worsening of Hepatitis B infection. If you have hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection and 
take COMPLERA, your HBV may get worse (flare-up) if you stop taking COMPLERA.  
A “flare-up” is when your HBV infection suddenly returns in a worse way than before. 
COMPLERA is not approved for the treatment of HBV, so you must discuss your HBV 
with your healthcare provider.
 – Do not run out of COMPLERA. Refill your prescription or talk to your healthcare 
provider before your COMPLERA is all gone.
 – Do not stop taking COMPLERA without first talking to your healthcare provider.
 – If you stop taking COMPLERA, your healthcare provider will need to check your health  
often and do blood tests regularly to check your HBV infection. Tell your healthcare provider  
about any new or unusual symptoms you may have after you stop taking COMPLERA.

Who should not take COMPLERA? 

Do not take COMPLERA if you also take any of the following medicines:
• Medicines used for seizures: carbamazepine (Carbatrol, Equetro, Tegretol, Tegretol-XR,  

Teril, Epitol); oxcarbazepine (Trileptal); phenobarbital (Luminal); phenytoin (Dilantin, 
Dilantin-125, Phenytek)

• Medicines used for tuberculosis: rifampin (Rifater, Rifamate, Rimactane, Rifadin); 
rifapentine (Priftin)

• Certain medicines used to block stomach acid called proton pump inhibitors (PPIs): 
dexlansoprazole (Dexilant); esomeprazole (Nexium, Vimovo); lansoprazole (Prevacid); 
omeprazole (Prilosec, Zegerid); pantoprazole sodium (Protonix); rabeprazole (Aciphex)

• Certain steroid medicines: More than 1 dose of dexamethasone or dexamethasone 
sodium phosphate

• Certain herbal supplements: St. John’s wort
• Certain hepatitis medicines: adefovir (Hepsera), lamivudine (Epivir-HBV)
Do not take COMPLERA if you also take any other HIV-1 medicines, including: 
• Other medicines that contain tenofovir (ATRIPLA, STRIBILD, TRUVADA, VIREAD)
• Other medicines that contain emtricitabine or lamivudine (ATRIPLA, Combivir, 

EMTRIVA, Epivir, Epzicom, STRIBILD, Trizivir, TRUVADA)
• rilpivirine (Edurant), unless you are taking rifabutin (Mycobutin)
COMPLERA is not for use in people who are less than 18 years old.

What are the possible side effects of COMPLERA?

COMPLERA may cause the following serious side effects:
• See “What is the most important information I should know about COMPLERA?”
• New or worse kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare provider 

should do blood and urine tests to check your kidneys before you start and while you 
are taking COMPLERA. If you have had kidney problems in the past or need to take 
another medicine that can cause kidney problems, your healthcare provider may need 
to do blood tests to check your kidneys during your treatment with COMPLERA. 

• Depression or mood changes. Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have 
any of the following symptoms:
 – feeling sad or hopeless
 – feeling anxious or restless
 – have thoughts of hurting yourself (suicide) or have tried to hurt yourself 

• Change in liver enzymes. People with a history of hepatitis B or C virus infection or 
who have certain liver enzyme changes may have an increased risk of developing new 
or worsening liver problems during treatment with COMPLERA. Liver problems can also 

happen during treatment with COMPLERA in people without a history of liver disease. 
Your healthcare provider may need to do tests to check your liver enzymes before and 
during treatment with COMPLERA.

• Bone problems can happen in some people who take COMPLERA. Bone problems 
include bone pain, softening or thinning (which may lead to fractures). Your healthcare 
provider may need to do tests to check your bones.

• Changes in body fat can happen in people taking HIV-1 medicine. These changes may 
include increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo hump”), breast, and 
around the main part of your body (trunk). Loss of fat from the legs, arms and face may 
also happen. The cause and long term health effect of these conditions are not known.

• Changes in your immune system (Immune Reconstitution Syndrome) can happen 
when you start taking HIV-1 medicines. Your immune system may get stronger and begin 
to fight infections that have been hidden in your body for a long time. Tell your healthcare 
provider if you start having any new symptoms after starting your HIV-1 medicine.

The most common side effects of COMPLERA include:
• Trouble sleeping (insomnia), abnormal dreams, headache, dizziness, diarrhea, nausea, 

rash, tiredness, depression
Additional common side effects include:
• Vomiting, stomach pain or discomfort, skin discoloration (small spots or freckles), pain
Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side effect that bothers you or that 
does not go away.
• These are not all the possible side effects of COMPLERA. For more information, ask 

your healthcare provider.
• Call your healthcare provider for medical advice about side effects. You may report 

side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088.

What should I tell my healthcare provider before taking COMPLERA?

Tell your healthcare provider about all your medical conditions, including:
• If you have or had any kidney, mental health, bone, or liver problems, including 

hepatitis B or C infection.
• If you are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if COMPLERA can 

harm your unborn child.  
 – There is a pregnancy registry for women who take antiviral medicines during pregnancy. 
The purpose of this registry is to collect information about the health of you and your 
baby. Talk to your healthcare provider about how you can take part in this registry.

• If you are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not breastfeed if you  
take COMPLERA.
 – You should not breastfeed if you have HIV-1 because of the risk of passing HIV-1 to 
your baby.
 – Two of the medicines in COMPLERA can pass to your baby in your breast milk. It is 
not known if this could harm your baby.
 – Talk to your healthcare provider about the best way to feed your baby. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines you take, including 
prescription and nonprescription medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements:
• COMPLERA may affect the way other medicines work, and other medicines may affect 

how COMPLERA works. 
• If you take certain medicines with COMPLERA, the amount of COMPLERA in your body 

may be too low and it may not work to help control your HIV-1 infection. The HIV-1 virus in 
your body may become resistant to COMPLERA or other HIV-1 medicines that are like it.

• Be sure to tell your healthcare provider if you take any of the following medicines:
 – Rifabutin (Mycobutin), a medicine to treat some bacterial infections. Talk to your 

healthcare provider about the right amount of rilpivirine (Edurant) you should take.
 – Antacid medicines that contain aluminum, magnesium hydroxide, or calcium carbonate. 
Take antacids at least 2 hours before or at least 4 hours after you take COMPLERA.
 – Certain medicines to block the acid in your stomach, including cimetidine 
(Tagamet), famotidine (Pepcid), nizatidine (Axid), or ranitidine hydrochloride 
(Zantac). Take the acid blocker at least 12 hours before or at least 4 hours after 
you take COMPLERA. Some acid blocking medicines should never be taken with 
COMPLERA (see “Who should not take COMPLERA?” for a list of these medicines).
 – Medicines that can affect how your kidneys work, including acyclovir (Zovirax), 
cidofovir (Vistide), ganciclovir (Cytovene IV, Vitrasert), valacyclovir (Valtrex), and 
valganciclovir (Valcyte).
 – clarithromycin (Biaxin) 
 – erythromycin (E-Mycin, Eryc, Ery-Tab, PCE, Pediazole, Ilosone)
 – fluconazole (Diflucan)
 – itraconazole (Sporanox)
 – ketoconazole (Nizoral)
 – methadone (Dolophine)
 – posaconazole (Noxafil)
 – telithromycin (Ketek)
 – voriconazole (Vfend)

Know the medicines you take. Keep a list of all your medicines and show it to your 
healthcare provider and pharmacist when you get a new medicine. Do not start any new 
medicines while you are taking COMPLERA without first talking with your healthcare provider.

How should I take COMPLERA?

• Stay under the care of your healthcare provider during treatment with COMPLERA.
• Take COMPLERA exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to take it.  
• Always take COMPLERA with food. Taking COMPLERA with food is important to help get 

the right amount of medicine in your body. A protein drink is not a substitute for food. 
If your healthcare provider decides to stop COMPLERA and you are switched to new 
medicines to treat HIV-1 that includes rilpivirine tablets, the rilpivirine tablets should 
be taken only with a meal.

Keep COMPLERA and all medicines out of reach of children.
This Brief Summary summarizes the most important information about COMPLERA. If 
you would like more information, talk with your healthcare provider. You can also ask 
your healthcare provider or pharmacist for information about COMPLERA that is written 
for health professionals, or call 1-800-445-3235 or go to www.COMPLERA.com.

Issued: September 2014

COMPLERA, the COMPLERA Logo, EMTRIVA, GILEAD, the GILEAD Logo, GSI, HEPSERA, 
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LLC. All other marks referenced herein are the property of their respective owners.
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ally admire a 
lot of different 
writers for dif-
ferent reasons. 
Just to name 
a few: Flan-
nery O’Connor, 
Stephen Elliott, 
Angela Carter, 
Jameson Cur-
rier, Nuala Ni 
Chonchuir … 
the list goes on. 
I also slept with 
a copy of Jeff 
Mann’s the His-
tory of Barbed 
Wire under my 
pillow for two 
months.

gS: what 
was involved 
in the process 
of selecting 
stories for 
Daydreamers?

Jh: During 
grad school, one of my professors said that I 
wrote about people struggling between who 
they want to be and what the world will allow 
them to be. I was so touched by that. Before-
hand, I kind of knew what I was trying to ac-
complish. I worked within these loosely de-
fined themes of identity and isolation. There 
was a lot of sexual imagery and very pas-
sive characters who sort of let things happen 
to them. After that conversation, I became 
much more focused on what my character’s 
actually wanted.

When I first started assembling this col-
lection, it took me a long time to get orga-
nized. Before I could put together a table of 
contents, I ended up writing a lot of notes 
about the project as a whole. I knew I want-
ed to write about people struggling against 
their communities. I also wanted characters 
who daydreamed of being someone else or 
having extraordinary things happen to them. 
Then, the stories fell into place.

gS: were there more than these nine 
stories, and if so, do you foresee compil-
ing the remaining stories into another 
collection?

Jh: Probably not. The majority of these 
stories were first written in my twenties and 
now I’m in my mid-thirties. It’s difficult to edit 
work that was inspired by a previous part of 
your life. The further away you get from your 
inspiration, the harder it becomes to rekindle 

By gregg ShaPirO
Jonathan Harper’s debut 
short story collection day-
dreamers (Lethe Press, 
2015) is the kind of book 
that you hope it would be 
– a fantastic introduction 
to a creative and original 
voice in fiction. The sto-
ries are populated with 
an arresting assortment 
of characters, including 
repo men, tattoo artists, 
suspension artists, role-
playing gamers, friends, 
family and those occupy-
ing the grey area between 
friendship and kinship. 
Throughout the stories is 
a pulsing undercurrent of 
sexual tension and dilem-
ma that keeps the pages 
turning. I spoke with 
Harper about daydream-
ers in early 2015.

gregg Shapiro: i 
want to begin by con-
gratulating you on the publication of 
your debut short story collection Day-
dreamers. what does the publication of 
the book mean to you?

Jonathan harper: Thank you so much, 
Gregg. I’m still in a state of disbelief that this 
is happening. Actually, I’m terrified. I spent 
so much time loving the process of writing it: 
all the solitude, imaging the stories, and then 
getting to live through them. The finished 
book was always a hypothetical, which may 
or may not get published. I realize now that 
I never really thought of this as a book oth-
ers could interact with. Now that it’s here, I 
have no idea what to expect. I just hope that 
if someone reads it, they find some sort of 
connection.

gS: as a writer of short stories, do 
you have a favorite short story collec-
tion?

Jh: Bad Behavior by Mary Gaitskill. 
I bought a copy when I was 21 and it was 
the first book to make me hold my breath. I 
reread it every few years and even though 
my reaction to it has changed over time, I 
still feel empathy for her characters. I met 
her once at a reading. While getting my book 
signed, I called her “ma’am.” She did not ap-
prove [laughs].

gS: who are some of your favorite 
short story writers?

Jh: My reading is scattered and I re-
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Jonathan 
harper’

with it. I don’t want to say I lost touch with 
these pieces, but I kept wanting to rewrite 
them from a different perspective or in a dif-
ferent style and the more you tinker with a 
story, the more you risk losing the original 
urgency. I’m not opposed to revisiting old 
work, but I’m ready for a clean slate.

gS: are there any characters in Day-
dreamers that you have continued to or 
plan to write about more?

Jh: I think the question I would have to 
ask myself is, “Do any of these characters 
have more room to grow?” A lot of day-
dreamers is about stagnation. My protago-
nists generally cling to some idealist notion 
from childhood that prevents them from 
maturing. None of them get clean endings. 
They either realize they are at least partially 
responsible for their current situation or ra-
tionalize it away. To continue to tell their sto-
ries might not be worth it. Very few of them 
have achievable goals.

gS: you seem to know a lot about role 
playing games in the story “no More he-
roes.” are you writing from experience?

Jh: Oh dear [laughs]. 
Yes, I am well acquainted 
with this subject matter. 
When I was young, I was 
definitely one of those kids 
who lived in his imagination 
long after it was encour-
aged. I read fantasy novels, 
watched anime and played 
D&D (Dungeons & Drag-
ons). On top of that, people 
started figuring out I was 
queer, which made me an 
outsider amongst outsiders. 
I suffered a lot of rejection 
but also received a surpris-
ing amount of acceptance. 
It’s funny how when I play 
now, I get this surge of child-like delight. But 
the next day, I get very self-conscious over 
it. There’s a lot of shame built up from an 
awkward childhood.

This was a difficult story to write. It was 
fun to geek out on the page but I worried 
people wouldn’t take this subject matter se-
riously. You can’t write a story about a game 
without showing it, but you don’t want it to 
eclipse the actual characters, who are meant 
to be ridiculous but also fragile and hopefully 
sympathetic. For me, this story was about 
the friendships I had with straight boys grow-
ing up and what brought us together.

I was telling a friend about it and he men-
tioned Sam Lipsyte’s story, “The Dungeon 

Master,” that was published in the New York-
er. I rushed home and read it online. At first, 
I was horrified. Lipsyte’s story was amazing 
and shameless and he beat me to the punch 
[laughs]! Our stories are very different, but 
they have similarities and his is far superior. 
I almost abandoned mine, but then I felt in-
spired. Gaymers exist as well and I think we 
deserve stories, too. This might be a topic I 
write about again in the future.

gS: One of the things that stood out 
about the stories is that they are set in 
regions, the d.C. suburbs, for instance 
that don’t often find their way into LGBT 
fiction. What role does place play in your 
work?

Jh: I knew early on that I wanted to write 
about the queering of the suburbs. That 
doesn’t mean I avoided other settings – I just 
wrote about what I knew. Most of my life, I’ve 
lived on the edge of a big city, looking in on 
it thinking, “That’s where my people are.” A 
lot of us viewed the suburbs as a temporary 
holding cell. Very few of us got out and made 
it into the big city.

Most of my settings come with a sense 
of social norms and expectations. I guess 
I’m a little blunt with it, especially when I put 
a bunch of loud mouthed nerds in a resort 
[laughs]. But I like that because it instantly 

makes a character choose be-
tween rebelling and conforming. 
The suburbs are very important 
to me. I have such a wonderful 
life here, even if it’s not what I 
originally imagined for myself. 
You can still be really weird and 
counterculture as long as you 
keep it family-friendly in public 
[laughs]. I like to write about the 
people navigating between that.

gS: Older men who col-
lect younger guys make ap-
pearances in the stories “we 
Only Flinch when it isn’t nec-
essary” and “Montgomery 
Boys.” Can you please say 
something about that?

Jh: Lunch and Bruce are both pretty in-
sidious characters, one comically so and the 
other not. They both prey upon youth, use it 
for their own purposes and then discard the 
damaged parts. And then, those who are col-
lected don’t necessarily identify as victims. I 
want to be clear – I don’t harbor some deep-
seeded fear or hatred for the older genera-
tions. When I was younger, I sought out the 
attention of older men. Some of them had 
bad intentions, most of them did not. Some 
of my most meaningful friendships came 
from these people who took me under their 
wing. But I do know that people like Lunch 
and Bruce exist because I’ve encountered 
them. t
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By ChuCk dunCan
I’m coming late, but not too late, to the di-
vergent series having only seen the first film 
in preparation for the press screening earlier 
in the week. The plot of the first film basi-
cally tells us that a post-something future 
which has ruined the world sees its surviving 
humans divided into factions which are sup-
posed to help society rebuild with everyone in 
their proper place.
   The factions all have names like Abnegation 
(selflessness), Amity (peaceful and welcom-
ing), Erudite (intelligent), Candor (honesty) 
and Dauntless (bravery). In a bit of plotting 
that’s not quite explained, every citizen is 
tested to see which faction suits them best, 
but at a certain point during their teenage 
years there is a choosing ceremony where 
they get to decide which faction they want to 
belong to. Once you choose, you can never 
go back and if you don’t fit in you become 
“factionless.” Some people test with traits 
belonging to more than one faction, the Di-
vergent, and they are seen as a great threat 
to society.

The new film insurgent (or the divergent 
Series: insurgent… the title is presented on 
screen both ways) picks 
up some time after the 
events of the conclusion 
of divergent with Tris 
(Shailene Woodley), her 
brother Caleb (Ansel El-
gort), Peter (Miles Teller) 
and Dauntless leader 
Four (Theo James) hid-
ing out with the Amitys 
until they can gather the 
rest of the Dauntless 
together and try to fight 
Jeanine (Kate Winslet) 
after she secretly starts a war with the Abne-
gations, fearing they are trying to take over 
rule from the Erudite.

Of course, there are many monkey-
wrenches thrown into the plan when Four’s 
mother, whom he believed was dead, shows 
up and offers to join him in the fight with her 
Factionless tribe. There’s also a mysterious 
box which Jeanine has possession of, found 
buried in the family home of Tris, that only a 
100% Divergent has the ability to open. One 
guess on who Jeanine needs. But is what she 
thinks is in the box going to help her cause 
or destroy everything she believes? (If you’ve 
read the books, you probably already know 
the answer to that question … and there is 
at least one more book/movie in the series).

I found divergent to be an overly long 
origin story that had too many unanswered 
questions about this world, this society and 
who/why people are divided and why they 

LiveLy artS // OUT ON SCREEN

can choose to go against their inborn faction. 
The sequel does amp up the action quite a bit, 
gives us some answers as to who came up 
with the factions idea, but has discarded the 
whole choosing thing as Tris, Four, and their 
group have pretty much sent their society into 
a tizzy. There are action, betrayals, and un-
likely heroes by the time the second chapter 
ends, and of course it lays the groundwork for 
the next film (and hopefully they won’t feel the 
need to divide it into two movies).

Woodley, James, Elgort, Teller and Wins-
let have all settled into their roles, but it’s nice 
to see a little bit of shading as some of them 
begin to rethink what they’re doing. Some flip, 
some don’t and those make for some nice 
surprises. New additions to the cast include 
Octavia Spencer, who is woefully under-used 
as the Amity leader, and Naomi Watts, also 
under-used but will perhaps have a larger 
role in the next film. Bad guys Jai Courtney 
and Mekhi Phifer also return.

Robert Schwentke takes over the directo-
rial reins from Neil Burger and he gives the 
film a bit of a different look, from the sunny 
outdoors of the Amity village to the cold, 
sleek lab where Jeanine uses a host of Diver-

gents to try to 
open that box 
(which looks 
almost like a 
large version 
of the cube 
from Hellrais-
er). The film 
also features 
quite a bit of 
off-screen vio-
lence (people 
clearly being 
shot in the 

head by Tris, Four and others) but very little 
blood. The special effects are also amped 
up quite a bit, especially as Tris is hooked to 
Jeanine’s machine. The film is also presented 
in three-D this time around which makes the 
environment feel bigger but rarely does any-
thing leap off the screen at you.

divergent was a bit over-long at two-
hours-twenty-minutes, but insurgent is a little 
leaner with a two-hour run time that doesn’t 
seem to lag a bit. With the story now past the 
Tris origin story, it becomes more engaging, 
interesting and surprising. I even found my-
self getting a little teary-eyed at the end as 
I started to relate to the Divergents – those 
who are seen as different and scary to the 
“normal” factions – and their plight to what the 
LGBTQ community faces today. That may not 
have been the author’s intent, but it does add 
another layer to the story and I’m now curious 
to see how it all ends. t

Insurgent Better Than Divergent

Factions worse 
than Congress

www.queerqueensofqomedy.com
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LiveLy artS // OUT ON STAGE

By Steve Charing
In its recent works, Iron Crow Theatre, Bal-
timore’s queer theatre company, has delved 
into the subject of death from different angles. 
From the Jeffrey Dahmer murders in Joseph 
W. Ritsch’s apartment 213 to suicide in Sarah 
Kane’s 4.48 Psychosis, death and its impact on 
others have been ex-
plored with a degree of 
creative artistry that is 
open to interpretation. 
With the world pre-
miere of the Revela-
tion of Bobby Pritchard, 
written by Baltimore 
playwright Rich Espey, 
currently playing at The 
Theatre Project, audi-
ences are given anoth-
er view of death, and in 
this case two deaths.

The intense one-
act play that brings to the forefront the struggle 
for LGBT acceptance in a Southern town called 
Boiling Springs with its religious dominance 
forms the backdrop of a splendid performance 
by the six-person cast under the deft guiding 
hand of director Steven J. Satta.

Faith and Family Clash in Iron Crow’s Bobby Pritchard
Espey’s play relies heavily on flashbacks to 

40 years ago that alternate with the present and 
the use of symbolism, which is laced through-
out. Most cast members are called upon to play 
dual roles reflecting the different time periods, 
and they do so expertly. To underscore the 
connections the characters have with religion, 

the majority perform 
church hymns during 
several points in the 
play and do so melo-
diously demonstrating 
their vocal skills.

Mollie Singer’s 
simple but imaginative 
set, consisting of sev-
eral church windows 
surrounded by light-
colored wall sections 
and two pews, amplify 
the religious themes 
inherent in the plot. 

The continuous projections by Travis Levas-
seur on the windows and the rear wall of the 
stage depicting clouds, a flowing river, a bullet 
traveling in slow motion, and even snowfall add 
to the visual experience. Chris Flint, the lighting 
designer, does a wonderful job in dimming and 

brightening the lights to correspond with the 
past and the present scenes and to illuminate 
the dramatic exchanges.

The story centers on Martha (whose name 
eventually became Marta), played strongly by 
Julie Herber, 
who has recur-
ring dreams 
about Bobby 
Pritchard – a 
gay man for 
whom the 
cause of his de-
mise 40 years 
ago was never 
fully resolved. 
Through her 
dreams about 
Bobby and 
what her recol-
lections were of 
his death, Marta 
is compelled to 
visit rural Boil-
ing Springs to reveal the truth.

She brings her wife Cyn (played wonder-
fully by Susan Porter) to exchange their vows 
in the church in which she had grown up. On 
their visit, she encounters her brother Hank 
(Dave LaSalle) who is grappling with his own 
son’s sexual orientation. Pos, a name the son 
changed from Oren, is a high school baseball 
star and is played very well by Sean Kelly.

Mr. LaSalle also plays Clem, Hank’s father 
during the flashbacks, and his intensely pow-
erful performance for both characters added 
mightily to the play. In perhaps the most dramat-
ic scene, Clem demands Bobby (Sean Kelly) to 
repent for his sins, but the young man refuses, 
leading Bobby Pritchard to his mysterious and 
premature death.

Heather Peacock turns in a solid perfor-

From left: Sean kelly, heather Peacock, dave LaSalle, Julie herber, 
Sarah Lynn taylor, and Susan Porter
credit: Zachary Z. Handler

will include legendary violinist Joshua Bell 
performing his own unique adaptation of 
Bernstein’s West Side Story Suite.

The program will commemorate the 
occasion with key moments in BSO histo-
ry, celebrate the BSO’s current successes, 
and share glimpses of what the next 100 
years may hold. Ms. Alsop also announced 
that on April 16, 2016, she will appear with 
the BSO at New York’s Carnegie Hall as 
part of their anniversary celebration.

 Marin Alsop joked, “Carnegie Hall will 
be celebrating 125 years and we are only 
100, but we are catching up.”

For more information on the BSO’s 
100th season call 410-783-8000 or visit 
Bsomusic.org. t

BSO annOunCeS 100th 
SeaSOn

– continued from page 1

“The story centers 
on Martha, who has 

recurring dreams about 
Bobby Pritchard – a 

gay man for whom the 
cause of his demise 40 
years ago was never 

fully resolved.”

mance as Mary Charles who is Kathy’s daugh-
ter and as young Martha who was willing to set 
up a faux relationship with Bobby to cover up 
their sexual orientation. Rounding out the cast 
is Sarah Lynn Taylor who ably plays Kathy, a 

girlfriend of Hank’s in the present, and also Mar-
tha’s mother in the past.

Both Mary Charles, who is genderqueer, 
and Pos were placed in a reparative therapy fa-
cility which had been named for none other than 
Bobby Pritchard.

The character development, acting, stag-
ing, direction and technical elements are all in 
sync to deliver a powerful message about LGBT 
rights and the tension with religion. the Revela-
tion of Bobby Pritchard is among the best of Iron 
Crow’s productions in its four-year tenure. t

the revelation of BoBBy Pritchard (85 min-
utes with no intermission) runs through march 
28 at the theatre Project, 45 West Preston 
Street, Baltimore. the play contains profanity. 
For tickets call 443-637-cRoW (2769) or visit 
ironcrowtheatre.org.

be an evening of all-Mozart, Brahms’ Ger-
man Requiem, “Classic FM: Five Decades 
of Radio Hits,” and even an encore perfor-
mance of “Hairspray: In Concert”: a semi-
staged production featuring full orchestra, 
vocalist, and Baltimore’s own John Waters 
as narrator.

 The high point of the entire 2015-2016 
season will be the BSO’s Centennial Cele-
bration Week, February 10-14, 2016, mark-
ing the BSO’s inaugural concert that took 
place on February 11, 1916. The program 
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www.charmcityrealestate.com
410-467-8950 (direct)

Loch Raven. End of
group TH with large 
fenced yard, recent
renovation. 3bd, 2ba,
and priced to move!
Offered for $134,900!

Otterbein. Modern TH
with flexible 2-3 bedrm
floorplan, roof terrace,
balcony, granite/SS kit.
Steps from the harbor!
Buy it for $324,500! 

By wayne CurtiS
In over ten years of writing this blog and 
newspaper column, I have never before 
dedicated it to talking about 
one person. Until today.
Let me take you 
back to Baltimore 
of the 1950s 
and 60s. Pratt 
Street ran be-
side a harbor 
lined with ware-
houses and de-
caying commercial 
buildings left over from 
the city’s seafaring past. Ba-
nana imports and spice manufacturing 
caused the air to be intensely fragrant, and 
not always pleasantly so. Fells Point was a 
seedy neighborhood by most descriptions, 
with the dilapidated remnants of colonial-era 
buildings. Canton still hummed to the rhythm 
of the steel mill and shipyard, but the hey-
day of those industries was passing. Balti-
more was losing population 
rapidly to the suburbs, and 
the building of the Interstate 
System was draining the 
city of much needed com-
merce.

Then well meaning 
city planners came up with 
the idea of bulldozing this 
“blight” and putting in major 
highways to speed traffic 
through, and out of, down-
town. Gwynns Falls Park 
was barely saved, but not 
before West Baltimore was gutted by our 
“highway to nowhere.” And then Interstate 
95 was proposed to cut through downtown, 
over the Camden Yard rails, through Otter-
bein, and in between Pratt Street and the 
water. Interstate 83 would join up with it at 

a massive waterfront interchange before 95 
continued eastward through the Fells Point 
and Canton waterfronts. This was urban re-

newal. This was transporta-
tion progress.

This “progress” 
would have de-

stroyed the 
city. Neigh-
borhood ac-
tivists rallied 
to fight it, and 

one physi-
cally diminutive 

woman with gigantic 
energy and vision rose to 

lead it.  Barbara Mikulski, more than 
any other Baltimore figure, created the mod-
ern city. William Donald Shaefer would not 
have been able to champion Harborplace if 
there was an elevated highway over it. No 
National Aquarium. No Science Center. No 
condo buildings and nightlife on Pratt Street 
or Key Highway. No “dollar houses” in Ot-

terbein. Fells Point would never 
have been able to develop with 
a rusting, unsightly el blocking its 
views. Harbor East would have 
remained a vacant wasteland 
covered by ramps and empty, 
trash-filled lots.

Baltimore real estate, with-
out the waterfront “holy trinity” 
of Fells Point, Canton, and Fed-
eral Hill would not resemble the 
marketplace we know of today. 
Rarely can one person’s accom-
plishments be documented so 

well in brick and stone, but that is the legacy 
that Barbara Mikulski gave Baltimore. But 
her legacy does not stop at the waterfront. 
She also championed programs in the 1990s 
that demolished old failed housing projects 
and replaced them with mixed income de-

reaL eState

Practical, Political, Common Sense
velopments, bringing new life back to other 
city neighborhoods. Drive up Fayette Street 
to Hopkins Hospital, or through the restored 
street plan of Corned Beef Row, off of Lom-
bard Street, or around the northern end of 
Martin Luther King Boulevard if you want to 
see the lasting results of these programs.

Thank you, Senator, for remaking Balti-
more, and unleashing enormous private and 
public capital to make her neighborhoods 

thrive again. We have a lot of work to do, but 
you have left us enormous resources with 
which to complete that work. Ya done good, 
hon. t

Wayne curtis has been a licensed real 
estate agent since 1998. in November, 2012, 
he was named a Realtor Hero by the Nation-
al association of Realtors for his work pro-
moting homeownership in Baltimore. Write 
him at wayne@charmcityrealestate.com.

Sen. 
Barbara 
Mikulski

6031 University Blvd 100 Ste, Ellicott City, MD, 210433533 410-740-7100
  

Jeffrey Greer & Gary Klicpera
Jeffery: 410-952-9943 Gary: 410-916-3866

jeffrey.greer@cbmove.com or GKlicpera@cbmove.com
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D inner & Sho w
TobysDinnerTheatre.com

RESERVE YOUR SEATS TODAY!

TOBY’S DINNER THEATRE OF COLUMBIA
5900 Symphony Woods Road • CALL 410-730-8311

We’re Creepy & We're Kooky... Now - April 19!

Toby's is the proud recipient of        2015 Helen Hayes Awards Nominations!1818

Based on availability. Due to the nature of theatre bookings, all shows, dates and times are subject to change.
Photography by Jeri Tidwell

Photography
Contact Rich at
(240) 527-1026

rabowe2@yahoo.com
www.rab2.com
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Tripp who also holds the title of Interna-
tional Puppy 2014 – yes, there are also 
leather puppy contest! One current Inter-
national Puppy Contest started in 2011 
and is scheduled for July 16 – 19, 2015 
at the Bad Dog Bar & Grill located at 3960 
Chouteau Avenue in St. Louis, Missouri. 
The first International Puppy Contest was 
founded in 2001 by the Lone Star Boys 
of Leather and evolved into the Interna-
tional Puppy & Trainer Conference. That 
contest took a break in 2011 and another 
group of pups based in Tampa picked up 
the ball and started their own International 
Puppy Contest. In 2012 the International 
Puppy & Trainer Contest returned with an 
event in Tulsa and joined forces last year 
with another event called “Beyond Vanilla” 
and held the International Puppy & Trainer 
Contest in September 2014 in Dallas. So 
much like the International Mr. Leather 
Contest and the International LeatherSIR 
Contest, there is currently more than one 

How Much is 
That Doggie in 

the Window?
The leather community is very diverse. We 
all have our fetishes. Some people are just 
turned on by the look and smell of leather. 
Others go beyond just looking at someone 
in leather and cross into BDSM. For me I 
am always disappointed when a porn mov-
ie that is leather-themed involves nothing 
more than guys walking around in leather 
or having vanilla sex while wearing leather. 
There they are in a room filled with hoods, 
whips, paddles, and floggers and nothing 
is used. It is just a lot of decoration. There 
is no bondage or role-play. For some that 
is enough and that is fine. Others have 
more involved fetishes and one of the fast-
est growing subcultures in the leather com-
munity involves puppy play.

It is widely felt that puppy play in the 
leather community began as a way for a 
master to humiliate or punish a submissive 
by making him look or act like a dog. Some 
soon found that they not only enjoyed the 

scene, but that they 
identified more with 
being a pet than they 
did as a boy or slave. 
It created a strong 
headspace and greatly 
reinforced the owner/
owned relationship. 
There can be a psycho-
logical and emotional 
release to be able to let 
loose the restrictions of 
humanity. Puppy play 
can include not just a 
collar and a leash, but 
also a hood and leather 
mittens or “puppy mitts” 
covering the hands and 
feet. Knee pads can 
also play an important 
role for the pup who 
will be spending a lot 
of time on all fours. The 
puppy may wear a butt 
plug tail or a belt with 
a tail attachment. Image how de-stressing 
it would be to transform into man’s best 
friend. There is no need for verbalization 
and would be lots of quiet cuddling, strok-
ing, and petting by the owner.

The scene can be taken even further 
with the puppy fed out of a dog dish and 
being kept in a cage or kennel. It should 
be noted that real dog foods are fine for a 
short scene but not really safe or healthy 
for the long term. Humans have different 
nutritional needs and any good puppy han-
dler, like any dog owner, wants to make 
sure his pet is fit and happy. Activities may 
include playing with puppy toys and spend-
ing time with other human puppies.

In fact, just as there are leather social 
clubs, organizations for those who enjoy 
puppy play have also been formed. The 
most active such club in the Washington/
Baltimore area is the Mid-Atlantic Kennel 
Korps (MAKK). Founded in 2008 by found-
ing members boy Tom Buckley, Pup Pedro, 
Pup Timber, Pup Tripp, and Chaz Dean, 
this group was originally called the D.C. 
K9 Korps. The name was change in 2009 
to reflect a more regional organization. 
MAKK is a social group for pups, trainers, 
handlers, and any person who is interested 
in puppy play. The club sponsors a large 
gathering or “puppy mosh” each January 
during Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend in 
Washington, D.C. and holds bar nights and 
other events throughout the year. The first 
Thursday of the month from 9:30 – 12:30 
there is a monthly Mid-Atlantic Kennel 
Korp social held at the D.C. Eagle at 3710 
Benning Road NE. For more information 
about this fun group visit Makkorps.org.

One of the founders of MAKK is Pup 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

International Leather Puppy titleholder cir-
cuit.

As the interest in puppy play continues, 
I am sure we will see even more puppy 
social clubs and puppy contests. This is 
not a bad thing. The leather community is 
always growing. Prior to 1999 there were 
no leather clubs aimed at leather boys 
and along came the D.C. boys of Leather. 
Last year in Baltimore the Leather boys 
of Maryland was formed. Several of those 
D.C. boys are now involved in the Mid-
Atlantic Kennel Korps. There is even now 
a Puppy Pride Flag that looks very similar 
to the Leather Pride Flag, but replaces the 
red heart of the Leather Pride Flag with a 
red dog bone. 

There is room in the leather community 
for all kinds of fetishes. You don’t have to 
like them all, but don’t judge. For those 
who can let go of their human inhibitions 
and get into pup-space the world can be a 
happy, tail-wagging place. t

it’s a dog’s life!



BaLtiMOre OutLOud  MARCH 20, 2015  •  BaltimoReoutloud.com  t  25 

TEACHERS, NON-PROFITS, FIRE FIGHTERS, POLICE OFFICERS & MILITARY

SPECIAL $50 NEW MEMBERS ONLY* certain restrictions apply

3600 Clipper Mill Road   .   Baltimore MD 21211   .    410.235.7000
     

Meadow Mill Athletic Club offers: Additional amenities include: Kids Room and 
Programming, Pro Shop, Juice Bar, Personal Training, 
Weight Management and more. 

meadowmill.com

Squash
Weights
Cardio
Towel Service
Group Fitness
Classes
Spinning®

Yoga

Private Pilates StudioBody Sculpt
Boot Camp
Mat Pilates
Sports Conditioning
Cardio Dance
Zumba™

Core Conditioning

Aerial Training

and more!!

To honor those who serve our community, Meadow Mill Athletic Club would like to offer a discounted rate of 33% off of our 
$75 a month full use membership.  This takes the monthly fee down to $50 a month. A GREAT DEAL!  
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Happy St Patrick’s Day
                                       from Leon’s, Steampunk Alley and Mixers
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Monday night Rupaul Drag Race on the big screen with Tyler

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday Martini Bar 7:00p.m. till CLOSE!

Enjoy Our Seven Days a  Week Buy One Get One Happy Hour 4:00p.m.-10:00p.m.

Welcome our Bartenders Marc, Joe, and our newest stars Tyler & Tina and welcome back Damian


