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Dwelling
Below the Radar:

The Plight of Baltimore’s Homeless LGBT Youth

By Steve Charing
 They seemed to get along as well as any 
Baltimore family that has a 16 year-old. But 
when the religious mother and stepfather 
of Antoine Williams (not his actual name) 
discovered he was gay, they immediately 
put him out of the house.
 Following the incident, the parents of 
one of Antoine’s friends allowed him to stay 
with them for the next six months. When that 
expired, Antoine lived on the streets until 
he ended up moving in with five other gay 
youth and an older 24 year-old gay male. 
They lived together in a single room—all six 
of them—migrating from a motel on North 
Avenue to another on Resisterstown Road.
To feed themselves and pay the motel 
charges, all of them became prostitutes on 
the streets of Baltimore. As a result, Antoine 
contracted several sexually transmitted 
diseases (STD) as well as HIV.
 Two years later, Antoine’s parents 
allowed him to return to their house. They 
still didn’t get along. He then moved in with 
a much older male in Baltimore to whom he 
was dependent. It was a relationship that in 
order for Antoine to be housed and fed, the 
older man demanded sexual favors from 
him. Antoine was exploited.
 A couple of years later, Antoine found 
his own place, and at 24 today, he seems to 
be doing relatively okay.
 Notwithstanding Antoine’s HIV status 
and other physical and psychological issues, 
this is one of the better outcomes when a 
lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgendered 
youth must confront the streets of 
Baltimore. That usually happens following 
a tumultuous family crisis generated by a 
parent forcing their child out of the house 
upon learning that he or she is LGBT or 
that they are so unaccepting of the child’s 
sexual orientation, the teen must run away 
to change the environment.

--continued on page 29

 We perceive homeless people to be 
older and living on the streets, in doorways, 
alleys, abandoned houses and cars, 
under bridges and overpasses, sleeping 
on benches and grates and occasionally 
making their way into emergency shelters. 
 Indeed, according to the most recent 
census taken of the homeless population 
in January 2007 by Baltimore Homeless 
Services, a component of the Baltimore 
Health Department, four out of five homeless 
are over age 35. The factors causing 
adult homelessness are more likely to be 
economic-related or the result of mental, 
physical and substance abuse problems.

Living in the Shadows
Homeless teens who are unaccompanied 
(not part of a homeless family but are out on 
their own), including lgbt youth, also spend 
a significant time on the streets. But they 
are more apt to seek shelter with friends, 
extended family members, lovers, or 
occasional strangers like the ones Antoine 
met. This is referred to as “couch surfing”—

finding any place to crash, however 
temporary, unstable, transitional and risky 
that may be. 
 “Homeless youth in Baltimore, ages 
18 to 24, comprise the fastest-growing 
segment of the homeless population,” 
says Nan Astone, a professor and faculty 
member at the center of Adolescent Health 
at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health. 
 A significant number of the homeless 
youth aren’t captured by the census 
because so many are in these transitional 
environments (categorized as unstably 
housed). Since the census survey is 
conducted at a point in time when homeless 
congregate at shelters, soup kitchens and 
social service centers, on a given day there 
may not be homeless youth present at these 
locations to be counted. 
 Moreover, homeless young people, 
including LGBT youth, tend not to reach 
out for assistance at these centers either 

 Bishop Gene 
Robinson to Speak 
at Lobby Day in 
Annapolis
Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson will be 
a special guest at Equality Maryland’s 
Lobby Day in Annapolis on February 
2, just two weeks after his appearance 
at the pre-inaugural “We Are One” 
concert at the Lincoln Memorial on 
Sunday, January 18. It will be his first 
local appearance since he offered his 
‘opening prayer’ at the concert which 
was attended by President Obama and 
hundreds of thousands of guests on the 
National Mall. 
 Unfortunately millions of television 
viewers watching HBO’s exclusive 
live coverage did not hear Robinson’s 
prayer because it was not broadcast as 
part of the network’s coverage. Finger 
pointing as to who was responsible for 
the omission began almost immediately 

--continued on page 7
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OUTspoken
Snubs Aside, Obama Will Do Right by Us
By Steve Charing 
Senior Political Anaylst

On the road to the 
election and inauguration 
of Barack Obama, there 
had been great  hope 
accumulating throughout 
the lgbt community that 
for the first time, a U.S. 
President will be on our 
side.
 That road had 

hit a speed bump when Barack Obama 
selected anti-gay Pastor Rick Warren to 
deliver the inaugural’s Invocation. Team 
Obama underestimated the strong reaction 
by gay activists that was carried in the 
mainstream media. 
 But the president-elect did not back 
down. This episode sullied the inauguration 
celebration and gave pause to what I believe 
is a monumental shift in the struggle for lgbt 
rights. 
 There were other missteps as well. 
Candidate Obama had allowed gospel singer 
Donnie McLurkin—an anti-gay, ex-gay—to 
join him during the South Carolina primary 
campaign. Mr. Obama then apologized.
 Candidate Obama maintained his 
opposition to same-sex marriage during the 
Saddleback Church interviews conducted 
by none other than Rick Warren.
 Candidate Obama did not forcefully 
speak out against Proposition 8 that 
snatched marriage rights already granted 
to thousands of same-sex couples in 
California.
 No openly gay or lesbian had been 
appointed to a cabinet-level position.
 The inaugural committee somehow 
botched up the schedule, which kept openly 
gay Bishop Gene Robinson’s speech from 
being heard by millions of HBO viewers.
 Yet despite all these snubs, President 
Obama should be a champion for lgbt 
folks unlike any other president in history. 
Hopefully, we can, from here on out, praise 
the new president instead of criticizing him.
 The euphoria that enveloped the 
nation and the world leading up to and 
including the days immediately following 
the historic inauguration will last longer 
than most. Given these turbulent times, 
that’s saying something. While some lgbt 
activists bemoaned the fact we were never 
mentioned during the 20-minute inaugural 
address, that’s quite alright. It wasn’t the 
place or the time.
 President Obama emphasized 

accountability in government during the 
speech. The days immediately following the 
inauguration, he immediately demonstrated 
that.
 His swift actions on closing trials 
at Guantanamo, issuing ethics orders, 
meeting as promised with his top military 
brass to end the war in Iraq and other 
measures signified to me that he will keep 
his campaign pledges.
 And President Obama followed through 
with his campaign promises to the lgbt 
community by posting, in fairly good detail, 
his positions on most of the issues that 
are important to the lgbt community to the 
official White House website, whitehouse.
gov. 
 He called the section “Supporting the 
LGBT Community,” and he quoted himself 
as a preamble: “While we have come a long 
way since the Stonewall riots in 1969, we 
still have a lot of work to do. Too often, the 
issue of LGBT rights is exploited by those 
seeking to divide us. But at its core, this 
issue is about who we are as Americans. 
It’s about whether this nation is going to 
live up to its founding promise of equality 
by treating all its citizens with dignity and 
respect.” -- Barack Obama, June 1, 2007
 Beautiful words indeed. The issues 
covered include: Expand Hate Crimes 
Statutes, Fight Workplace Discrimination, 
Support Full Civil Unions and Federal Rights 
for LGBT Couples, Oppose a Constitutional 
Ban on Same-Sex Marriage, Repeal Don’t 
Ask-Don’t Tell, Expand Adoption Rights, 
Promote AIDS Prevention, Empower 
Women to Prevent HIV/AIDS.
 This is freakin’ huge! No president has 
even come close to outlining his positions 
on lgbt rights, let alone favorable ones. True, 
President Obama hasn’t yet come around 
to support same-sex marriage; at least he 
opposes a federal constitutional amendment 
to define marriage to be between one man 
and one woman.
What is notable on the website, however, 
is his commitment to end DOMA—the 
nefarious Defense of Marriage Act signed 
into law by former President Bill Clinton 
in 1996. He had publicly indicated to lgbt 
activists during the primaries that he will not 
only repeal certain components of the law 
but will seek to repeal the entire measure.
 President Obama’s position to confer 
over 1,100 federal benefits to same-sex 
couples either through civil unions or some 

form of partnership recognition will not be 
realized unless DOMA is eliminated. The 
law establishes a federal ban on same-sex 
marriage, which nullifies federal benefits 
and rights and permits states not to 
recognize same-sex marriages occurring in 
other states.
 As we collectively lick our chops at the 
prospects of these issues going our way, we 
must be patient a bit longer. The economic 
crisis is a major challenge that must be dealt 
with, not to mention restoring a framework 
for peace throughout key hot spots in the 
world. 
 The president cannot and should not 
use his political capital on anything except 
getting his stimulus package through 
Congress. That’s the primary order of 
business. 
 In the past, the ill-advised expenditure 
of political good will was damaging. 
President Clinton misfired when he 
attempted in 1993 to end gays in the military 
unilaterally—a campaign pledge in its own 
right. A significant portion of the military, 
including the top brass, as well as many 
in Congress, distrusted Clinton on military 
matters. This was mainly as a result of his 
evading service during the Vietnam era and 
a generally tepid amount of warmth towards 
him as he took office.
 President Clinton miscalculated the 
opposition to the initiative, and we have 
been stuck with the absurd policy of “Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell” since then.
 President Obama has stated he will 
work to build a consensus on that and other 
lgbt-related initiatives. Give him time to do 
that. He needs to get our country back on 
track first.
 But I am certain he will make good on 
his word. Don’t let the initial snubs diminish 
our hope for a brighter rainbow in the 
future.
 Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is at 
www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com.
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News
‘Prayers For Bobby’ On 
Lifetime Promotes Half-truth
The Question is: How Do We Love Gays the 
Right Way?
 Bowie, MD — Lifetime aired the heart-
wrenching made-for-TV movie “Prayers for 
Bobby” last weekend. It tells the true story 
of a son driven to suicide by his mother’s 
refusal to accept his homosexuality.
 After Bobby’s death, his mother, Mary 
Griffith, concludes that gays are born that 
way and the church was wrong in their 
judgment of those who experience same-
sex attraction (SSA). We too believe that 
many people of faith are misinformed about 
this issue. 
 At the International Healing Foundation, 
we are fervent in our mission to promote 
the facts about SSA with compassion and 
love. We believe that people are not born 
with SSA and that changing from gay to 
straight is possible. We also believe that 
families and people of faith must learn how 
to love those who experience SSA. Over 
the past twenty years we have developed 
groundbreaking, successful solutions 
to these highly volatile issues through 
Coming Out Straight  for individuals, and 

Gay Children, Straight Parents for families.  
 Each book presents the meaning 
and causes of SSA and the process of 
transformation. Gay Children, Straight 
Parents is a plan for family healing, teaching 
everyone how to love “gays” the right way. If 
Mary Griffith, and others like her knew this 
information, their children would find the 
love they desperately need. 
 “People can and do change their sexual 
orientation. I’ve done it, and I’ve helped 
others do the same,” declares sexual 
reorientation special Richard Cohen, M.A.
 Cohen further states, “There is no 
conclusive evidence that anyone’s sexual 
orientation is determined from birth; no 
one chooses to have SSA; and change is 
possible.” We grieve for Bobby’s passing. 
We grieve for his family’s loss. We know that 
these tragedies can and must be prevented. 
We have solutions and there is much hope.
 If you’d like more information on this 
topic, please visit www.changeispossible.
com, call 301-805-6111, or email IHFinfo@
changeispossible.com.

Film ‘Prayers for Bobby’ to be Shown at PFLAG Meeting

Howard County PFLAG—Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays—will be showing the 
film, “Prayers for Bobby” at the chapter’s general meeting. The movie, which aired on the Lifetime 
cable channel on January 24, is being loaned to the chapter courtesy of PFLAG National.  All meetings 
are confidential, free and open to everyone.
What: PFLAG - Columbia/Howard County Monthly General Meeting
When: February 10, 2009 at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Owen Brown Interfaith Center, 7246 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, MD 21045
Media opportunities: One-on-one interviews with chapter Chair Colette Roberts, chapter Media 
Coordinator Steve Charing, and other PFLAG members
Contacts: Colette Roberts, Chapter Chairperson, 410-290-8292, e-mail: Robertscp@aol.com
Steve Charing, Media Coordinator, 410-531-9459, e-mail: scharing@comcast.net
 In “Prayers for Bobby,” Academy Award nominee and Golden Globe winner Sigourney Weaver 
plays Mary Griffin, a 1970’s religious suburban housewife and a mother of a gay son. When she 
learns that the teen, named Bobby, is gay, she does everything she could to try to “cure” him of what 
she considers his “sin.” Bobby does what she asks, but it leads to self-loathing and depression even 
after he moves away. Eventually, he is driven to suicide.
 After that, Mary begins to question her faith and undergoes a metamorphosis that is too late to 
save her son, but not too late to try and help other parents from making the same mistake. It’s a long 
and emotional journey. The movie is derived the 1995 Leroy Aarons book of the same name.
 Following the presentation, there will be a discussion about the film.
 PFLAG promotes the health and well being of gay, lesbian, and bisexual persons, their families 
and friends through:
Support - to cope with an adverse society | Education - to enlighten an ill-informed public | 
Advocacy - to end discrimination and to secure equal civil rights
 PFLAG provides opportunity for dialogue about sexual orientation and acts to create a society 
that is healthy and respectful of human diversity. The mission of PFLAG-Columbia/Howard 
County is to support parents of gay children. We also welcome all people—gay, straight, bisexual or 
transgendered, as well as their families and friends. Together, we support each other, educate the 
broader community and advocate for equality.

Event

For Advertising and Deadline Info, Please Call 410-244-6780.

Deep Throats are Waiting 
for You

 Did you major in Journalism or 
Communications in college? Was English 
your favorite subject in high school? Do you 
know the complete alphabet? If so, an exciting 
career in news reporting may be for you. 
Look what it did for the Washington Post’s 
Woodward and Bernstein - they took down an 
entire Presidency. And now you can too!
 OUTloud is looking for people interested 
in covering our local community. Whether you 
are a seasoned veteran or a wannabe - there 
is a place for you at OUTloud. We need help 
in keeping our community up-to-date on 
everything and anything that impacts our 
lives.
 From sporting events to press 
conferences and everything in between - you 
too can be an eyewitness to history. Meet 
famous people, visit exotic locales, photograph 
scantily clothed actors. It’s all here just waiting 
for you.
 Shoot us an email today at: Editor@
baltimoreoutloud.com and start your career at 
the bottom.

Employment
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People We Like
Shawna Alexander
By Sasha Montgomery
On a cold rainy Saturday night, I ventured to Tyson’s 
Place on West Chase Street to meet with Baltimore’s 
Queen of Comedy, Shawna Alexander. No sooner did 
we sit down at a table in the dining room that Shawna 
started talking about one of my fellow reporters.
 “As soon as the paper comes out, I look for a 
particular article. In the old days, everyone tore open the paper to read Alexander St. 
John’s column. Now I head straight for the ‘People We Like’ articles. Shawna went on to 
add that “[Jay Loane] has a way of telling a story about someone where after you read it, 
though you may not have known that person, you do now”.
 Born in Baltimore at Mercy Hospital, the 43 year old Alexander was originally named 
Shawn. The persona of Shawna came out “strangely about 27 years ago.” Though she 
doesn’t herself as gay, lesbian, transgendered or transsexual, Shawna describes herself 
as “a box. A little bit of everything.”
 Alexander has been known over the years as doing some outrageous performances. 
For her, it is a way to escape normalcy. Performing primarily on the East Coast, Alexander 
admits that “I never been on a plane and never plan to. I hate airplanes. I’ve been to Philly, 
DC and Rehoboth Beach and everywhere in between”.
 When not performing, you can find her dishing it out at HMS Hershey’s, an ice cream 
store in Arundel Mills.
 As we sat at our table, the Ravens play-off game was going on in the bar. “I am a big 
Ravens fan” Shawna points out. “I also watch the Olympics and the other sport I am into 
is the Mayor’s race – watching to see who gets indicted next”.
 It came to the point in the evening that I brought out my camera. Noting that I have 
seen numerous photographs of Shawna over the years, I had to ask whether or not there 
has ever been a photo taken of her as a boy. “Once and the photographer swears that the 
picture was destroyed,” she laughs.
 While best known for her comedic talent, Shawna is also a devotee of Gospel music. 
“Those that know me as an entertainer don’t get to see that part of me.” Her favorite song 
is “Natural Woman” by Aretha Franklin. “Cause sometimes that is the way I am”. She also 
enjoys the music of Patti LaBelle. “She didn’t get her creditability until later in her career. 
Plus, she has a great cookbook”.
 When at home relaxing, Shawna enjoys her favorite meal which is extra crispy fried 
chicken breasts chased down with a little rum & tonic. She can also be found watching one 
of her two favorite movies, The Color Purple and The Queen.
 Though not currently on the internet, Shawna does most of her web surfing via her cell 
phone. “I’m with Virgin-Mobile. Let me say that one again -VIRGIN Mobile”.
 When out for the evening, you can generally find Shawna in one of three locales. The 
Rowan Tree in Federal Hill; Club Bunns in West Baltimore and the Phoenix in Mt. Vernon, 
where she is the reigning Ms. Phoenix. Currently single, Shawna’s ideal partner needs to 
be “kinky, fun and secretive”.
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People We Like
Ira Rollins
By Jay Leone
On a cold Thursday 
evening, I met with Ira 
Rollins at the Drinkery on 
Read Street. Most people 
have seen Ira in and around 
Baltimore either promoting 
or assisting with female 
illusionist show. What you 
may not know is that at 
one point in time, Ira was 
the show promoter at the 
former Club Mardi Gras.
 “I was asked by Sonny, the owner, to be the show promoter. That lasted as long as the 
shows did; about two months” he said with a grin. Two performers in town that he could 
always rely on to perform at his shows were Shawna Alexander and De Marje.
 Spending most of his life in Baltimore “with the exception of ten years in Stone 
Mountain, Georgia” Rollins pointed out. “I travel sometimes down to Atlanta for the climate 
and of course the boys”.
 Shawna Alexander said, “Ira can attract the cutest and young guys I have ever seen. 
Did I mention young?”
 Most of Rollins career paths have been within the medical community. “I have been a 
pharmacy technician, physical therapy tech, med tech and even a bartender” he recalls. “I 
am even certified in medical terminology”.
 “At one point I worked at Deaton Medical Center where I distributed medicines to 
AIDS patients, Ira said. “I requested to be in that ward where many people didn’t want to 
be”. This was around the time when AIDS was still unknown and many feared being near 
people with this disease.
 Ira is a compassionate man. Many of Rollins friends and associates describe him as 
a “kind and loving soul”.
 When Ira is not out clubbing, he can be found at home cooking. “I love to cook. 
My favorite dish to prepare is kale and collard greens.” He shares with me his secret to 
preparing the greens, but I must swear not to give it away. Just one word to the wise, have 
a very hot skillet when you are about to cook your greens.
 His favorite comfort food is minced BBQ, followed by a tall glass of Tequila. When 
relaxing, Ira enjoys the soulful voice of Patti LaBelle. “It’s her voice that I like”.
 When not listening to music, Ira enjoys his favorite movie, Beaches with Bette 
Midler.
 Currently single, Ira’s ideal partner should have certain traits. “They must have a job” 
he says. “Slim and cute too” he said with a devilish grin.
 “I am a person who loves to cook and travel and I am a spur of the moment kind  
of guy.”
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Dr. Eva

Dear Dr. Eva,
In the January 16 issue 
of OUTLoud, you said 
A.I.D.S. is defined by 
a CD4 count of 200 
or below. I was first 
tested positive for 
HIV in 1990. In 1997, 
not feeling as well 

as I thought I should, I was retested and 
found out my CD4 count was 157. I was 
never told I had AIDS until a doctor I saw 
in 1999 or 2000 kept asking me if I had 
ever been told I had AIDS. My CD4 count 
is now over 800 and the meds seem to be 
working. I would like to know from you, am 
I considered to have HIV or AIDS?
—Joe
Dear Joe,
Your diagnosis is “HIV, AIDS-defined,” or 
as it is usually referred to - AIDS.

Is it AIDS, or only HIV? 
By Dr. Eva Hersh

The diagnosis of AIDS is made based on 
a person’s lowest-ever CD4, not the CD4 
after treatment. The cutoff of 200 CD4 
cells was chosen because opportunistic 
infections and other serious complications 
of HIV aren’t usually seen until after the 
CD4 count falls below 200. 
 This isn’t any different from other 
medical conditions. A person who has 
hypertension (high blood pressure) still has 
hypertension after their blood pressure 
has been brought down to normal with 
medicines. This makes sense because, if 
that person were to stop taking medication, 
his or her blood pressure would go up as 
high as it was before treatment. And if you 
were to stop taking your HIV meds, your 
CD4 count would gradually fall back down 
to 157, and then lower.
 How important is the distinction 
between having ‘only’ HIV vs. AIDS in your 
life today? It is probably not very important. 

If you are in good health now with a CD4 
over 500, your health is  no different from  
the health of a person treated for HIV 
whose lowest CD4 was (for example) 210, 
but technically that person does not have 
AIDS. Whether you were AIDS-defined 
may be more significant as a factor when 
you apply for life or health insurance, or  
for disability payments.
 Like other health conditions, HIV is a 
continuum. The only sharp distinction is 
between being HIV negative (not having 
HIV infection) and being HIV positive 
(infected.) Once you cross that one clear 
line, HIV is a disease that progresses 
gradually. There is no real health 
difference between a CD4 of 205 and one 
of 195, but the person with the CD4 of 195 
is considered to have AIDS. Rather than 
‘AIDS defined’ vs. ‘just HIV positive,’ it may 
be it may be more useful to think of HIV in 
terms of stages of disease: new or recently 

infected, early disease (no symptoms), mild 
disease, moderate disease, and late-stage 
disease (opportunistic infections, weight 
loss, anemia).
 The important thing is that you are well 
now, and that you stay well by continuing to 
take your medicines every day.

Dr. Eva Hersh is Chief Medical Officer at 
Chase Brexton Health Services. Send your 
comments and questions to her by email 
at publisher@ baltimoreoutloud.com, or 
by surface mail to Eva Hersh MD, Chase 
Brexton Health Services, 1001 Cathedral 
St., Baltimore, MD 21201

Submit Your Events Online 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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News
BISHOP

-- continued from the cover

after the event. First reports blamed HBO 
for failing to air the openly-gay bishop’s 
prayer. Suggestions that homophobia was 
the reason, were only fueled by speculation 
that Obama’s choice of Robinson to give 
the concert prayer was made in response 
to the huge uproar over his selection of Rev 
Rick Warren to pray at his inauguration on 
Tuesday. 
 HBO apologized and readily agreed 
to include Rev Robinson remarks in all 
future broadcasts of the concert, but did 
not accept responsibility; pointing out that 
it’s coverage did not begin until 2:30 p.m. 
and Robinson spoke ten minutes before 
they began broadcasting. According to one 
HBO spokesperson, it was the Inaugural 
Committee that decided Robinson would 
be part of the pre-show festivities and not 
included in the HBO broadcast. In a press 
release HBO called it “a miscommunication” 
with the Inaugural Committee.

 Without explaining anything, Presidential 
Inaugural Committee spokesman Josh 
Earnest said in a statement released 
Monday, “We had always intended and 
planned for Rt. Rev Robinson’s invocation 
to be included in the televised portion. We 
regret the error in executing this plan…” 
 Robinson’s prayer was also excluded 
from NPR’s concert coverage. According 
to the executive producer of NPR Music 
Anya Grundmann, the non-profit radio 
network began broadcasting the event at 
2 p.m. Robinson began speaking at 2:20 
p.m. but NPR did not have any producers or 
engineers at the Lincoln Memorial, instead 
relying on HBO - which did not begin 
broadcasting until 2:30 p.m. NPR broadcast 
a selection of the president-elect’s favorite 
music instead.
 The prayer was posted on You Tube 
and NPR broadcast it in full on Tuesday, 
January 20. 
 The Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation (GLAAD) President Neil G. 
Giuliano said, “We are disappointed that 
at this landmark moment millions of people 
worldwide did not get the opportunity to 

see the invocation by the Rt. Rev. Gene 
Robinson during the original live broadcast 
of the opening celebration of the Presidential 
Inauguration. Rev. Robinson’s incredible 
voice draws attention to the common ground 
we share and we are encouraged that HBO 
has restored his invocation to their historical 
record of that day.”  
 Equality Maryland’s annual Lobby 
Day is an opportunity for community 
members to rally in Annapolis and to meet 
with lawmakers regarding lgbt civil rights 
issues. This year the event will begin at 4 
p.m. with the rally scheduled in front of the 
State House on Lawyer’s Mall. For more 
information go to: EqualityMaryland.org 
 

Sign up online now for free 
home delivery of OUTloud. 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com

Submit Your Events Online 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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Beyond the Beltway

 Pro-gay 
conservative replaces 
Hillary in senate
Albany, NY - New York Gov. David Paterson 
has named U.S. Rep. Kirsten Gillibrand 

against transgender people.”
 But in a recent interview with the lgbt 
Hudson Valley publication Inside Out, 
Gillibrand was more supportive of civil 
unions over marriage. “What I’d like to do 
legislatively, on the federal level - and I 
think we’ll be able to do this with the new 
president - is actually make civil unions 
legal in all 50 states, make it the law of the 
land. All [the] things that we give to married 
couples, committed gay couples should be 
eligible for. And then the question of whether 
you call it a marriage or not, what you label 
it, that can be left to the states to decide.” 
(365Gay.com)

 Supreme Crt lets 
stand ruling COPA 
unconstitutional
Washington, D.C.  - The U.S. Supreme 
Court decided Jan. 21 that it would not hear 
arguments against a lower-court ruling that 
found the Child Online Protection Act to be 
unconstitutional. COPA has twice before 
come before the Supreme Court. In its 

Compiled by Jim Becker

refusal, the court did not comment on the 
ruling, which effectively ended a legal battle 
that has been underway for more than 10 
years. Congress passed COPA in October 
1998 and President Clinton signed it into 
law.
 COPA would have forced all Websites 
that contain material that could be deemed 
“harmful to minors” to verify the age of 
their site visitors by requesting credit-
card information or by other means. The 
potential harm that Web sites could inflict on 

to fill New York’s  U.S. Senate vacated by 
Hillary Clinton. Gillibrand, 42, is a second-
term lawmaker from upstate New York. She 
is a proven vote-getter in a largely rural and 
conservative eastern New York district. But 
she is a conservative “Blue Dog” Democrat, 
something that has raised the concerns of 
liberals who question her ability to run state 
wide in 2010.
 On lgbt issues, Gillibrand earned an 80 
out of a 100 rating from the Human Rights 
Campaign. “Governor Paterson’s pick of 
Rep. Kirsten Gillibrand’s is a step forward for 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
community as she brings with her a strong 
record of support and understanding,” said 
HRC President Joe Solmonese. She also 
gained the support of New York’s largest lgbt 
rights group - Empire State Pride Agenda, 
whose Executive Director Alan Van Capelle 
said, “I am very happy to say that New York 
is poised to have its first U.S. Senator who 
supports marriage equality for same-sex 
couples. She also supports the full repeal 
of the federal Defense of Marriage Act law, 
repeal of Don’’t Ask Don’’t Tell and passage 
of legislation outlawing discrimination 

Supreme Court Building

Rep. Kirsten Gillibrand
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minors would be subject to “contemporary 
community standards”” which opponents 
argued could have prevented youth from 
accessing vital sexual-health information 
and lgbt resources.
 Several plaintiffs, including PGN, 
filed suit in 1998. The Third Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled that the provisions of 
the law were too vague. The Supreme 
Court ruled in 2002 that COPA could be 
unconstitutional if other technology could 
be utilized to prevent children from viewing 
objectionable sites, and the case went 
back to the Third Circuit, which ruled the 
next year that COPA was unconstitutional 
and violated citizens’ right to free speech. 
In 2004, the Supreme Court remanded the 
case to the District Court, where a judge 
ruled in 2007 that COPA violated the First 
and Fifth Amendments. The DOJ appealed 
this ruling and, in July, the Third Circuit 
again affirmed the unconstitutionality of 
the law. Congress passed COPA one year 
after the Supreme Court ruled that a similar 
bill, the Communications Decency Act, was 
unconstitutional. (Philadelphia Gay News - 
Jen Colletta at epgn.com)

 Boston activist 
wants creation of lgbt 
cabinet post
Boston, MA  - Paul Sousa, a 21-year-old 
Northeastern student, will launch a web-
based lobbying campaign next week to push 
President Barack Obama to create a new 
cabinet position, Secretary of lgbt Affairs. 
Sousa, who ran an unsuccessful campaign 
last month to urge the appointment of 
openly gay labor activist Mary Beth Maxwell 
as Secretary of Labor, said he believes the 
lgbt community should continue to push 
for representation in Obama’s cabinet. No 
openly lgbt person has ever served as a 
presidential cabinet secretary, and none of 
Obama’s picks have been openly lgbt.
“A lot of our focus has been on cabinet-
level representation, and obviously we 
haven’t had any, and it’s looking likely that 
we won’t have any. I think that’s ridiculous,” 
said Sousa. “I came across the cabinet 
post for Veterans Affairs and I figured if 
that community has a post, why not the lgbt 
community?”

Sousa is organizing his lgbt affairs 
campaign through his website EqualRep.
com. From Jan. 26 through Jan. 30 
Sousa is urging participants to contact the 
Obama administration both by phone and 
email.”We’re asking participants to e-mail 
and call the White House comment line 
every day. It will only take two minutes and 
it will make a huge difference,” said Sousa. 
Sousa hopes to have high participation in 
the campaign. Within hours of announcing 
it on Jan. 16 he already had more than 
400 confirmed supporters via the social 
networking site Facebook. The prospect of 
Obama appointing a new cabinet position 
focused on LGBT rights is slim, but Sousa 
believes it is worth a shot. (Bay Windows- 
Ethan Jacobs at baywindows.com)

 Dallas man files first 
gay divorce in state
Dallas, TX - J.B and his longtime partner 
were married in Massachusetts in 2006 
when they lived in that state. He has now 
filed for divorce in Texas and finds his 
situation a bitter irony. While the vast 

majority of judges and politicians in Texas 
oppose same-sex marriage, they also may 
be unwilling to grant J.B. and his husband a 
divorce from their Massachusetts nuptials. 
J.B. can’t end the marriage in Massachusetts 
or elsewhere because all 50 states have a 
residency requirement for divorce.
 “I can’t imagine a conservative state 
like Texas not being joyfully willing to stamp 
their approval on that,” J.B. said. “It is my 
hope that Texas will be satisfied enough 
to pass the appropriate judgment and not 
make a grandstand out of this for publicity 
to further people’ s careers, because again, 
these are human lives that are being dealt 
with.” 
 J.B’s attorney, Peter A. Schulte, said 
he believes it’s the first same-sex divorce 
petition ever filed in Texas. The petition 
sets up a legal showdown over whether 
Texas courts can grant divorces to same-
sex couples married in other states. Texas, 
which has a constitutional amendment 
defining marriage as the union between a 
man and a woman, also doesn’t recognize 
same-sex marriages from other states. 
(Dallas Voice - wright at dallasvoice.com)

Beyond the Beltway
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Thinking OUTloud

Like many of you, election night for me was filled with great 
joy, followed by crushing disappointment.  The results out of 
California confirming Proposition 8’s passage -- as well as 
the passage of anti-LGBT initiatives in Florida, Arkansas and 
Arizona -- hit all of us very hard.  
 Personally, I was taken right back to the sadness I felt 
on the day in September 2007 when the Maryland Court of 
Appeals ruled 4-3 that we have no constitutional right to marry 
the person of our choice.  Though election night was filled with 
promise and elation for so many, lgbt people and our allies 
across the country could not help but feel left behind.
 I was heartened, however, in the days and weeks that 
followed, by the massive grassroots actions across the 
country, where hundreds of thousands of lgbt people, our 
friends and families rallied, organized, boycotted, and spoke 
out vociferously against the stripping of our rights from state 
constitutions. It is this very energy that we need to channel 
in Maryland as we redouble our efforts and get down to the 
challenging work of advancing lgbt civil rights in the so-called 
Free State.  
 I am pleased to again introduce the Religious Freedom 
and Civil Marriage Protection Act, legislation to guarantee the 
freedom to marry in Maryland.  Our effort to create a truly just 
and fair state, regardless of sexual orientation, faces stumbling 
blocks in the General Assembly, especially in the more 
conservative Senate.  Equally important to me this year will be 
the passage of a law to extend Maryland’s anti-discrimination 
statutes to cover gender identity and expression. I am proud to 
once again serve as this bill’s lead sponsor. 
 I will continue to educate my Senate colleagues on why 
these human rights measures mean so much to all of us, 
and to me personally, and to strategize with our legislative 
allies and Equality Maryland on how to advance rights for our 
community as quickly as possible.  
 Equality Maryland, my colleagues and I need to make 
sure that we are joined by a loud chorus – as loud a chorus as 
followed in the days of Proposition’s 8 passage – to continue 
to show that we will not back down in our quest for marriage 
equality and fairness laws for everyone regardless of their 
gender identity. Whether or not we achieve equal marriage 
rights in Maryland or a transgender anti-discrimination law 
depends entirely on the ability of ordinary citizens to make 

Message for Equality

their case directly to their legislators.  
 If you have not already done so, please use Equality 
Maryland’s website at equalitymaryland.org to send an email 
to your legislators urging them to cosponsor the marriage bill 
and gender identity anti-discrimination measure.  
 Then, sign up for Equality Maryland’s February 2nd Lobby 
Day – which is from 4-8 p.m. It is critically important that we 
continue to grow our numbers at Lobby Night to show that we 
have momentum on our side.  
 This year, the Rev. Gene Robinson, the first openly 
gay clergy member to be consecrated as Bishop in a major 
Christian denomination, will be our Keynote Speaker.  
Let’s get to work!  

Your partner in Equality,  
—Senator Rich Madaleno

The Edge
Religious Hypocrisy, Act II
First it was the Rick Warren thing and now they mess up 
Bishop Robinson’s Inaugural prayer. We think it might 
be a good idea for President Obama and his knights to 
just say no to religious symbolism in the future. 
 For those of you who weren’t standing within 
shouting distance of the Lincoln Memorial on January 
18, here is the prayer heard only around the Tidal 
Basin 

“O God of our many understandings, we pray that you 
will bless us with tears, tears for a world in which over 
a billion people exist on less than a dollar a day, where 
young women in many lands are beaten and raped for 
wanting an education, and thousands die daily from 
malnutrition, malaria, and AIDS.
 Bless this nation with anger, anger at discrimination 
at home and abroad, against refugees and immigrants, 
women, people of color, gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender people.
 Bless us with discomfort, at the easy, simplistic 
answers we’ve preferred to hear from our politicians, 
instead of the truth about ourselves and our world, which 
we need to face if we are going to rise to the challenges 
of the future.
 Bless us with patience and the knowledge that 
none of what ails us will be fixed any time soon and the 
understanding that our new president is a human being, 
not a messiah.
 Bless us with humility, open to understanding that 
our own needs as a nation must always be balanced 
with those of the world.
 Bless us with freedom from mere tolerance, 
replacing it with a genuine respect and warm embrace 
of our differences.
 And bless us with compassion and generosity, 
remembering that every religion’s god judges us by the 
way we care for the most vulnerable.
 And God, we give you thanks for your child Barack, 
as he assumes the office of President of the United 
States. Give him wisdom beyond his years. Inspire him 
with President Lincoln’s reconciling leadership style, 
President Kennedy’s ability to enlist our best efforts and 
Dr. King’s dream of a nation for all people.
 Give him a quiet heart, for our ship of state needs 
a steady, calm captain.
 Give him stirring words. We will need to be inspired 
and motivated to make the personal and common 
sacrifices necessary to facing the challenges ahead.
 Make him colorblind, reminding him of his own 
words, that under his leadership, there will be neither 
red nor blue states, but the United States.
 Help him remember his own oppression as a 
minority, drawing on that experience of discrimination 
that he might seek to change the lives of those who are 
still its victims.
 Give him strength to find family time and privacy. 
And help him remember that even though he is 
president, a father only gets one shot at his daughters’ 
childhoods.
 And please, God, keep him safe. We know we ask 
too much of our presidents, and we are asking far too 
much of this one. We implore you, O good and great 
God, to keep him safe. Hold him in the palm of your 
hand, that he might do the work we have called him to 
do, that he might find joy in this impossible calling, and 
that in the end, he might lead us as a nation to a place 
of integrity, prosperity and peace.”

—Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson

comment, 
complain, 
gripe, 
grudge, 
or gossip: 
editor@
baltimoreoutloud.
com
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Campus Scene

While the majority of the 
population is familiar 
with such theatrical 
classics like Pygmalion, 
The Sound of Music 
and Romeo and Juliet, 
Stevenson University 
theatre students are 
busy climbing, falling, 

swimming, and tumbling in a groundbreaking, 
fresh piece of performance called “Gravity 
Stories.”
 “Gravity Stories,” directed by aerial 
performance artist Mara Neimanis, is the 
result of a collaborative process between 
a sociology course entitled “Our Society” 
and a special topics theatre performance 
course. The piece offers both students and 
audience a glimpse into the world of Aerial 
Theatre. 
 What’s Aerial Theatre? It’s a synergy 
between trapeze artistry, physical acting 

and circus. Students, through training, 
have learned to manipulate and utilize their 
bodies and physical demeanor in relation 
to an apparatus to evoke emotion and tell 
stories. 
The apparatus, which serves as the set 
for the piece, was designed by Baltimore 
artist Tim Scofield. The basic shape of the 
apparatus is that of a skeleton of a standing 
open book. Its highest point standing at 14 
1/2 feet, the actors weave in and out, up and 
down the set to perform the piece.
 Chris Roberts, chairman of the Film, 
Video and Theatre department at Stevenson 
University, said “a collaborative process 
would be educational for the students,” and 
that she wanted to offer students “different 
acting approaches so that they could have 
an understanding of a variety of styles.” 
 Dr. Judy Lombardi lead the “Our 
Society” course which, she stated, 
“offered Stevenson University students an 
opportunity to look at the society in which 
we live and to generate a sociological 
imagination about it.” 

Stevenson Takes Theatre to New Heights, Literally
By Marty Hoegg 
OUTloud Intern

 The students of the course studied, 
discussed and researched public issues to 
which they could relate. Dr. Lombardi had 
students openly discuss personal problems 
they had faced in life and then had them 
examine how their personal stories could 
envelop public issues.
 “Gravity Stories,” is the culmination 
of those personal stories and the public 
issues to which they appeal. Neimanis took 
the personal stories and desires offered 
from “Our Society” and formed them into 
a cohesive script which covers everything 
from domestic abuse to our falling economy 
to health care in a little over 60 minutes of 
production time.
 Being a part of this process I can 
tell you that “Gravity Stories” is a unique 
piece of performance, which provides the 
audience an unrestrained offering of facts 
and personal narrative. The stories are real, 
the emotions are real, the facts are real, 

and they are sobering. 
 While the 
spectacle of the actors 
performing acrobatic 
feats, sometimes 
at highest point of 
the apparatus is 
remarkable, the weight 
and intensity which the 
performers give to the 

work is unlike anything I’ve ever experienced 
in theatre before. 
 Director Neimanis states that her hopes 
for the audience are that they “understand the 
importance of the information, as it relates 
to our democracy. I want [the audience] 
to witness the power of the young actors 
who are being so brave, so courageous in 
creating work that is significantly based on 
true stories. This should be an experience 
where there is an empowerment of physical 
and emotional truth.”
 “Gravity Stories,” opens February 12 at 
Stevenson University, starting at 8 p.m. and 
runs through February 21 with a matinee 
performance on February 15 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 general admission, $5 with 
a student I.D. and $6 for seniors. 
 Marty Hoegg is a junior at Stevenson 
University in Baltimore County.

“Students manipulate and utilize 
their bodies in relation to an 
apparatus to evoke emotion and 
tell stories.” 

Submit Your Events Online 
www.baltimoreoutloud.com
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On the Stage

Every Tuesday night from 9 p.m. until 1 
a.m. it’s SHOWTUNE VIDEO MADNESS 
at the Club Hippo sponsored by OUTloud 
and the Hippodrome Theatre. All your 
favorite musical numbers from Broadway 
and Hollywood with a few comedy bits 
thrown in has the crowd singing and 
dancing. The clips are shown on the big 
projection screens with the incredible 
Hippo sound system entertaining show 
queens and theatre fans alike. Requests 
are welcomed & singing and/or dancing are  
not required.
 The Baltimore City Paper called the 
weekly event a ‘Critics Pick’ for a fun evening 
out. Admission is free and there are drink 
specials. On Tuesday February 3 its Grease 
night and you might win a pair of tickets to 
the show at the Hippodrome Theatre. On 
February 17 it is the DVD release party for, 
“High School Musical 3,” with give-a-ways. 

Signature Theatre Presents The Little 
Dog Laughed
After the disappointing (for me at least) 
production of Les Miz, the Signature Theatre 
in Arlington is presenting the gay themed 
hit direct from Broadway- The Little Dog 
Laughed in their smaller theatre- The Ark.
 The intelligently written and funny 
script by Douglas Carter Beane (As Bees in 
Honey Drown, To Wong Foo and the recent 
Tony nominated, XANADU) is an important 
show about love, romance, big bucks and 

SHOWTUNE VIDEO MADNESS 
A Hit and a Miss this Week in Local Theatre
By Ben Ryland

Mid-life, the Crisis Musical at Toby’s Dinner Theatre

hypocrisy in Hollywood. It seems that movie 
star Mitchell always gets a slight case of 
reoccurring homosexuality every time he 
gets drunk and this time his wish has been 
fulfilled by ‘Manhattanschoolboys.com.’
 We all know that many Hollywood A-
list actors are gay as we also know they will 
never come out. Here we have a story of an 
actor on the brink of superstardom, Mitchell 
(Matthew Montelongo), who has fallen for 
a rent boy while visiting NYC. The sweet 
hustler, Alex (Ivan Quintanilla), is looking 
for something that he hasn’t found in his 
life- someone to share it with. But Mitchell’s 
Hollywood agent, Diane (three-time Helen 
Hayes Award winner Holly Twyford), is of 
the barracuda variety and determined to 
keep him on the straight and narrow path.
 Complicating the trio is Alex’s girlfriend 
who is pregnant and a new gay play that is 
being pitched to Diane for her main client as 
a film vehicle. Of course she wants rewrites 
to make the protagonist straight or at least 
straight appearing, so her movie star can 
play gay and win an Oscar for being daring 
and playing a homosexual. But Mitchell and 
Alex’s romance is running full throttle and 
she is worried he is on the verge of coming 
out. Yikes!
 When Mitchell informs her that he 
wants Alex to accompany him to see the 
play Diane believes that this preference may 

-- continued on page 31
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*Due to the nature of live entertainment; times, dates and performers are subject to change without notice.  All patrons, regardless of age, must have a ticket.  No refunds or exchanges.  Tickets subject to service charges and handling fees.

BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com  •  410.547.SEAT  •  Box Office (Mon-Sat)  •  Groups (15+) call 866.577.7469
To learn more visit myspace.com/BaltimoreHippodrome

Guest Starring American Idol Winner Taylor Hicks Feb. 3-8!
OPENS TUESDAY!  • February 3-15, 2009 • Hippodrome Theatre
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On the Screen

This is the time of year when Hollywood 
usually dumps their less than promising films 
on an unsuspecting public. Every now and 
then you might find something interesting 
and cool, like last January’s Cloverfield and 
this year’s My Bloody Valentine 3D, but as 
Hollywood gears up for Oscar night in a few 
weeks, there aren’t many movies of note to 
talk about. However, February has turned 
into a good month for some audience 
pleasing films, and this year should be 
no different. So let’s take a look at what 
the month of romance and Presidential 
birthdays has in store.
 February gets off to a good start with 
Coraline open on Feb. 6. The stop-motion 
animated family film with a dark edge 
directed by Henry (The Nightmare Before 
Christmas) Selick. The film features the 
voices of Dakota Fanning, Teri Hatcher, Ian 
McShane, Jennifer Saunders and Dawn 
French.  And if that’s not enough to get 
you to the Cineplex, the film will also be 
presented in 3D at select locations!  Fans 
of Chris Evans (Fantastic Four) will want 
to check out his new “comic book” role in 
the action-packed Push (not to be confused 
with the recent Sundance Film Festival 
award winner of the same name).  
 Evans stars as one of a group of 
Americans with special powers on the run 
from a government agency that wants to 
control them. They must band together 
and use their powers to stop the agency 
once and for all.  Also starring are Dakota 
Fanning (is she becoming ubiquitous 
again?), Djimon Hounsou and Camilla Bell.  
As long as Evans takes off his shirt a few 
times, that’s worth the price of admission! 
This day’s major release is the inexplicable 
sequel to the inexplicable hit remakes of 
The Pink Panther in the wittily titled The 
Pink Panther 2 (or is it Deux). Steve Martin 
returns to sully the memory of Peter Sellers 
once again with a cast of actors who should 
know better – Jean Reno, Emily Mortimer, 
Alfred Molina, John Cleese and Andy 
Garcia! What’s it about? Does it matter?  
Also opening on the same day are Fanboys, 
about a group of Star Wars fans who travel 
to the Skywalker Ranch to steal an advance 
copy of Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom 
Menace, and Israel’s Oscar nominated Best 
Foreign Film Waltz with Bashir.
 February 13 is a day with something 
for everyone. Anyone who enjoyed Sex and 
the City for the fashion should be flocking 

Hollywood’s Winter Gifts  
By Chuck Duncan

to Confessions of a Shopaholic, based on 
the novel by Sophie Kinsella. Isla Fisher 
(Wedding Crashers) stars as a college grad 
that lands a job as a financial journalist in New 
York City to support her shopping addiction 
and falls for a wealthy entrepreneur. The 
film co-stars Hugh Dancy, Joan Cusak and 
John Goodman.  
 Action movie fans take note – Clive 
Owen stars as Louis Salinger in The 
International. The film co-stars Naomi Watts 
as Eleanor Whitman. The plot: Uncovering 
illegal activities including money laundering, 
arms trading, and the destabilization of 
governments, Salinger and Whitman’s 
investigation takes them from Berlin to 
Milan to New York and to Istanbul. Finding 
themselves in a high-stakes chase across 
the globe, their relentless tenacity puts their 
own lives at risk as the bank will stop at 
nothing - even murder - to continue financing 
terror and war.  
 And of course, this day falls on a Friday 
and some lucky horror film fans will finally 
get to witness the rebirth of Jason Voorhees 
in the new franchise reboot of Friday the 
13th. This new version ignores pretty much 
all of the films in the original series after 
the third one and picks some of the best 
moments from the first three, putting them 
all together in a brand new story as a group 
of campers visit the haunted Camp Crystal 
Lake, not realizing the ghosts there are very 
real indeed as Jason returns once again 
to wreak havoc. For those who remember 
the original 1980 classic, Jason was not the 
killer – dear old mom was – and in fact only 
appeared in the film as a child in a dream 
sequence!  
 This new version marks the first time 
Jason and his mother are together in the 
same movie. The film stars Jared Padalecki 
(TV’s Supernatural) and Nana Visitor (Star 
Trek: Deep Space Nine) as Mrs. Voorhees. 
Also opening in select theatres is the 3D 
nature film Under the Sea. The film will also 
be screening at select IMAX locations.
 February 20 is light on releases, but 
that’s mainly because one of the two films 
coming out this day is part of the Tyler Perry 
juggernaut. Yes, Perry dons the dress once 
again for Tyler Perry’s Madea Goes to Jail.  
After a high-speed freeway chase puts 
Madea in front of the judge, her reprieve is 
short-lived as anger management issues 
get the best of her and land her in jail. A 
gleeful Joe (also played by Perry) couldn’t be 

-- continued on page 31
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Church Directory

Beth El Congregation

An open, progressive USCJ synagogue.

8101 Park Heights Avenue  

Baltimore, MD 21208

www.bethelbalto.com

“This is your synagogue.”

We
Welcome

GLBT
Families

and
Friends
to the

Life and
Ministry

of the
Church

We don’t debate, or simply tolerate;  We celebrate your sexuality and spirituality!

Sundays
9 AM TTTTTraditional Celebrationraditional Celebrationraditional Celebrationraditional Celebrationraditional Celebration

10 AM Hospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & Family Seramily Seramily Seramily Seramily Servicevicevicevicevice

401 West Monument St. - Baltimore   410-NOW-MCCb  www.mccbaltimore.org  mccbaltimore.aol.com

MeMeMeMeMetrtrtrtrtropolitan Community Churopolitan Community Churopolitan Community Churopolitan Community Churopolitan Community Church of Baltimorech of Baltimorech of Baltimorech of Baltimorech of Baltimore

Reconciling and welcoming congregations where
you will be warmly received are:

Bethesda Church ~ 6300 Harford Road www.bethmethumc.com
Faith Community Church ~ 5315 Harford Road

www.faithcommunityumc.org
Grace Church ~ 5407 N Charles St (at Northern Parkway)

www.graceunitedmethodist.org

Mt Vernon Place Church (at the Monument) MVPBalto@comcast.net

St John’s Church ~ Baltimore City 2640 St Paul Street
www.stjohnsbaltimore.org

West Baltimore Church ~ 5130 Greenwich Avenue
www.westbaltimoreumc.org

Grace United Methodist Church’s of Baltimore City
Welcome YouWelcome YouWelcome YouWelcome YouWelcome You

Unitarian Universalist Church of Annapolis
We are a Welcoming Congregation,

We welcome and celebrate the lives of bisexual,
gay, lesbian, and transgender people.

Worship service: 9 and 11am
Rev. Dr. Fredric Muir, Pastor

Francoise Ateto, Director of Religion Education
333 Dubois Road - Annapolis, MD 21401

(410) 266-8044

Call 410-244-6780 to list your church in the church directory.
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Travel

Sitges, the Provincetown of Spain
By Frank Laterreur

Photo: Tom Reeves

I used to love to go to Ptown, as the gay 
beach town at the tip of Cape Cod is 
affectionately known, after the season was 
over - when the crowds were gone. Three 
times I went there for New Year´s -  mostly 
very, very cold. Every one of those years 
there was a snow storm. The waves literally 
froze as they splashed onto the piers. 
Though the bars that were open (about half 
of the total) were full at  midnight on New 
Year´s Eve, the town seemed lonely, and 
the streets were semi-deserted during the 
days. The last time I went to Ptown, I found 
it drastically changed - full of chic shops and 
expensive restaurants, but with very little 
homoerotic energy left.
 This past New Year´s, I spent three lazy 
and luxurious days at Sitges (pronounced 
seet-jes), which has been called the 
Ptown of Spain by American gays - such 
asTennessee Williams who visited in the 
mid-1950s with a trick he brought down from 
near-by Barcelona.  I loved it for the same 
reason I used to love Ptown off season -  
both beach towns exhibited a homosexual 
edge oddly coexisting with the charm of an 
old fishing village, but without the throngs 
of gay tourists and party-goers. Both towns 
have a similar size, yet swell in season with 
hundreds of thousands of gay visitors. Sitges 
also draws a large contingent of families 
with teens and small children, making it 
just a tad more ¨real¨ than it´s New England 
sister.     
 While I have found most of Spain, 
including the urban gay scenes, not very 
welcoming to outsiders, Sitges is the 
opposite. Perhaps that´s because it is also 
not just Spanish. A bit more than a third of 
its 25,000 permanent residents are northern 
Europeans, including many of the gay 
business owners, but also including expat 
families who have fled the northern climes 
of England, France, Germany, Holland 
and Scandinavia for permanent homes 
here, with their children placed in several 
international schools.   One hears all these 
languages and more (Czech, Russian, 
Italian, Greek) in bars, on the streets and 
beaches. (Sitges is officially bilingual - 
Castillian Spanish vies with Catalan, the 
distinct language of Barcelona.) Oddly, few 
gay or straight tourists from the U.S. find 
their way here. I suspect you could ask a 
hundred gay beachgoers in Ptown where 
Sitges is, and you´d be lucky to find one or 
two who know.

 From the local train, which takes just 
over a half hour from Barcelona (a city 
with its own wild gay scene, mostly after 
midnight), one cannot imagine that this 
place could hold so much history and so 
much sexual adventure in so small a space. 
Sitges is a half-moon shaped village that 
stretches along the Mediterranean for 
about two miles, only a few streets deep - 
narrow, meandering streets that go steeply 
downward from the station to the broad, 
sandy beaches. Every one of these streets 
is lined with bars and restaurants - many of 
which are specifically gay, and all of which 
have gay clientele, but also cater to families 
with small children. 
 Weather would be the biggest obvious 
difference from Ptown -  this past New 
Year´s Eve was so mild - in the upper 60s 
- that I  took a quick (and rathery chilly) dip 
in the sea, along with a dozen hearty young 
men and a couple of brave families from 
northern Europe. Sitges is half-jokingly 
said to have it´s own ¨mini-climate zone,¨ 
shielded by mountains from the inland cold, 
cooled in summer by sea breezes.  It is 
often a few degrees warmer than Barcelona 
in winter, a few degrees cooler in summer, 
and more temperate in all seasons than 
even beach towns to the south in Spain. 
We breakfasted, basking in warm sunshine, 
every morning on the balcony at the Hotel 

Subur, overlooking a long, palm-tree lined 
promenade very much like that of South 
Beach, Miami, but close enough to be lulled 
by the pounding surf (which is unusually 
strong here for the Mediterranean).    
 Another good reason for our off-season 
visit was the price:  a luxurious room right 
on the sea and in the middle of the action 
cost about $60 per night. Similar digs in 
Ptown would cost more, even off season. 
Of course on weekend and fiesta days in 
summer, the same room costs just over 
$200 - with prices in late spring and early fall 
about mid-way between these rates. Even in 
summer, there are some low end pensions 
that go for $60-80, but without frills -  hotel 
Montserrat over one of the gay suanas is 
one.  
 One can find very good buys for 
breakfast and lunch, however -  ranging from 
$6 to $12 for excellent food, and dinners in 
a few good, but not pricey, restaurants, can 
be had for $15 to $25.  Even the excellent 
French and Spanish gourmet restaurants 
have specials at lunch.
 The gay breakfast joint, Cine Café, 
run by two Brits, who fled the London fog 
several years ago, features great English 
breakfasts for $10 and less, served from llam 
til llpm. The best pizza place in town, right 
at the junction of two of the main streets, 
Parallades and Bonaire, has lucious slices 

with every imaginable topping for less than 
$1.50. A Mexican restaurant on Espalter 
features wonderful empanadas and other 
dishes for less than $5.
 Actually, all this is a better buy, as well 
as more fun and easier to access, than 
anything in Ibiza, the glitzy Spanish gay 
beach haven, on an island offshore from 
Spain, or Benidorm, the gay mecca that truly 
resembles South Miami Beach - with more 
skyscrapers than any other city in southern 
Europe - in southern Valencia. Unlike the 
gay scenes in other Spanish cities, the 
Sitges homo-world goes all day, as well as 
all night. There are plenty of great bars open 
in the early evenings, and gay cafés where 
one can sit and sip chocolate or coffee all 
day - as well as the usual clubs and discos 
that only open at midnight.   
 In all, there are more than 20 gay 
bars, three gay discos and dozens of gay 
cafés. Among the bars are a dozen that are 
just cozy neighborhood bars, like Bar Azul, 
open in the early evening as well as into the 
night. The website, www.gaysitgesguide.
com is one of the best and easiest to 
use of any internet guides I´ve ever seen 
-  in English, by the way. It includes a 
downloadable map of gay Sitges, which 
even the family tourists use because it is so 
accurate. It also details all the festivals and 
parades throughout the year - and there 
are many. Bears (Urs, in Spanish) will like 
Sitges - it is possibly the only gay town with 
not one but two major bear festivals! See 
www.ursusplanet.com for info on one. The 
fantasy and horror film festival in early 
October (www.cinemasitges.com,) going 
strong for 25 years, is one of the best in 
the world, with films mostly in English, but 
also in Spanish and other languages with 
subtitles. 
 Sitges was founded as a Roman fishing 
port called, like our hotel, Subur, in about 
100bc. It managed to escape domination 
by several foreign forces, including the 
Moors, and became in the 1500s, a minor 
port for ships to and from Cuba - hence the 
Cuban-styled colonial architecture. The 
oldest and most beautiful part of Sitges is 
just behind it´s parish church, St. Techla 
and St. Bartomeu, itself built in the late 
1500s. Streets and steps wind down from 
the church, under arches and past palatial 
villas and fortresses, like the 15th century 

--continued on page 30
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Defektive Arts

There is a lot of buzz lately about the 
changing face of Station North, particularly 
the blocks just south of North Avenue. 
The City has done a slam bang job on 
helping the area get cleaned up and their 
contributions have been profound. First 
they cut down all the trees on both sides of 
the street leaving the area looking about as 
lively as roadkill after a freezing rain. Then 
they started laying brick for new sidewalks 
which begged an answer to question, How 
long and how drawn out does it actually take 
to lay two short blocks of sidewalk anyway? 
The newest developments now have the 
block just south of North Avenue designated 
as a pay to park block, which in some 
psychologically twisted way is probably 
meant to make some people feel that the 
area is now a bit friendlier.  I can just barely 

deal with all of this and need to go on record 
and say that if anyone on the Station North 
planning committee decides that the New 
York Fried Chicken on the corner of Charles 
St. and North Ave. is somehow unworthy of 
the City’s grandiose plans for the future, I 
will completely lose my grip.
 If the neighborhood is ever deprived of 
the juiciest and most delectably seasoned 
fried chicken in town,  a little bit of Baltimore 
will die and it will be the City that killed it and 
that is like a form of suicide or cannibalism. 
And for the most part, those two things are 
not all that cool. Granted, there are other 
NYFCs in Baltimore, but this is the Rolls 
Royce of fried chicken, the Mona Lisa of 
chicken breasts, in short it is “art chicken” 
and art chicken is needed in the Station 
North Arts District.

Theater Lickin’ Good
By Defekto

Photo: Jim Lucio

JAYME KILBURN. Artistic Director, Strand Theatre.

 Most of this City’s upgrading 
and “improving” really is good for the 
neighborhood, but it’s the new arts and 
music venues that are popping up in the 
area that will really transform the district 
into something more neighborhoody, not 
the new sidewalks.
 Though these are exciting developments 
for the area, there remains little pedestrian 
traffic and with so many performance 
spaces and venues for live theater already 
active in Baltimore, Jayme Kilburn, Artistic 
Director of the Strand Theater, has her work 
cut out for her.
 Wedged between The Hexagon (music 
venue) and a new interactive photo studio 
(more about that in the next Defektive Arts), 
The Strand Theater is a very welcome 
addition to the hood.

 The shortage of pedestrian traffic is 
one thing, but Kilburn also understands that 
some people may feel committed to other 
venues or need to be won over and convinced 
that they need more theatre in their lives. 
She also acknowledges that live theater 
could very well be on it’s way to becoming a 
dying art form that some think is being kept 
alive by a generally older audience. “Our 
primary focus is to do plays that use new 
theater conventions and produce shows 
that bear relevance on our society and our 
lives. I think younger generations respond 
to pieces that can excite them, or provoke 
them.” says Kilburn. We strive to put on 
productions that can strike a cord in the 
human spirit. Productions that tell a story 
that hopefully the audience can relate to. It 
is the type of work we do, that we hope new 
audiences will identify with.”
 The theater patron as voyeur hits new 
levels with the Strand audience sitting right 
at the fringe of the action, a place where a 
stage whisper can not even exist.  So when 
Kilburn says she wants to bring theater into 
the lives of more people, she’s not kidding.  
As Artistic Director, Kilburn favors works that 
fall into the category of “magical realism” 
and this intimate setting seems nicely 
suited to works tinged with the fantastical. 
Kilburn also aims at having the upcoming 
season balanced with unpublished as well 
as published, yet more obscure works.
 One thing that the people at the Strand 
Theater want to avoid is the stigma that 
theater has to be expensive. Given the 
state of the economy it is a good point 
when Kilburn says, “We keep our tickets 
at the low range of the price scale. I think 
it is important that they are comparable to 
a movie ticket price, to keep it as a viable 
option for a Friday or Saturday night.”
 Kilburn, who holds a degree in Dramatic 
Arts from UC Santa Barbara,  directs a new 
production, “Bermuda” by Noah Galuten 
which opens on Thursday, January 29th. 
The play examines the complicated and 
unraveling lives of three people in love or 
maybe no longer in love. Confused? It’s that 
mysterious Bermuda Triangle thing, you’ll 
have to see it for yourself to be completely 
sure. So pick up a 3-piece chicken box at 
New York Fried Chicken then hit the Strand 
and enjoy a true Baltimore experience.

The Strand Theater is located just south 
of North Avenue at 1823 N. Charles St., 
Baltimore 21210

Their web address is: 
www.strandtheatercompany.org
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Professional Services
 COUNSELING

 HEALTH

 DENTAL

 MASSAGE

 PET SUPPLIES

 CLEANING

Specializing in Cosmetic Dentistry

Get yGet yGet yGet yGet your new smile! Tour new smile! Tour new smile! Tour new smile! Tour new smile! The ease and comfort is surprisingly advanche ease and comfort is surprisingly advanche ease and comfort is surprisingly advanche ease and comfort is surprisingly advanche ease and comfort is surprisingly advanced!ed!ed!ed!ed!

Stephen B. Mastella, D.M.D
1030 N. Charles St. ~ Suite 302
Baltimore MD 21201 office 410 685 2850

Financing Available to
Transform Your Oral Health

We also Specialize in
Root Canal and

Periodontal Work

Whitening, Veneers,
and Crowns

Most insurances accepted
Zoom!® Bleaching process

Call 410-244-6780 to list your business in the Professional Services directory.

 COUNSELING
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 ATTORNEY  TAX SERVICES

 CONTRACTORS

 TRAVEL

 COMPUTER FINANCIAL

 HAULING

Support Businesses and Professionals that Support the LGBT Community | BaltimoreOUTloud.com

Computer Problem?

Call Eric @ 443.827.0433
eric@computerhandymanmd.com
www.computerhandymanmd.com
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New Computer Setup...
Virus and Spyware Removal...

Wireless Networks...
Hardware/Software Installation...

Data Recovery...and more!

 Day, Night and Weekend Appointments
       to fit your schedule.

fast.reliable.affordable.trustworthy
fast.reliable.affordable.trustworthy

Professional Services
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Dining Out in Charm City
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Dining Out in Charm City

Make Love 
in the Park this Valentine’s Day.

(Roland Park that is) 

513 W Cold Spring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-889-5272
www.MissShirleys.com

413-415 W Cold Spring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-889-2233
www.Alonsos.com

We’re heating up. Visit our websites for menu details!

Miss ShirleyÕs ValentineÕs Day Dinner
The ONLY night of the year you can dine at Miss Shirley’s!

$45 per person. 3 Course Prix-fix Menu. Select Wines 
available by the Glass or Bottle! Now accepting reservations!

Price doesn’t include tax, gratuity, or beverages. 

AlonsoÕs & Loco Hombre ValentineÕs Day Dinner
3 Course Prix-fix Menu. Wines available by the Glass or Bottle!
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1402 York Road - Suite 300
Lutherville, Maryland 21093

410-832-2600410-832-2600410-832-2600410-832-2600410-832-2600 p / 410-832-5954410-832-5954410-832-5954410-832-5954410-832-5954 f / 410-336-2667410-336-2667410-336-2667410-336-2667410-336-2667 m
APAPAPAPAPalralralralralrang@gang@gang@gang@gang@gofofofofofiririririrsthomesthomesthomesthomesthome.com.com.com.com.com

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.g.g.g.g.gofofofofofiririririrsthomesthomesthomesthomesthome.com.com.com.com.com

First In Customer Service...

ANNE E. PALRANG
Branch Manager and Licensed Mortgage Officer

DAVE KNIGHT
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Expect More from
Coldwell Banker

Roland Park Cross Keys
Village of Cross Keys ~ 38 Village Square

Baltimore, MD 21210
410.235.4100 (office)   410.235.2230 (fax)

443.980.1666 (cell)
dknight@cbmove.com (email)

cbmove.com/david.knight (website)
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Leitner Winstead

Realtors
1 VILAGE SQUARE, STE.131

BALTIMORE, MD 21210
OFFICE: 410.323.6000 ext 114

CELL: 410.960.8005
FAX: 410.323.0016
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photos courtesy of Skip

We wanna see your face from out there in the streets,
so email us your pictures to sullivan@baltimoreoutloud.com
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SUNDAYS
HAPPY HOUR TILL MIDNIGHT

2 for 1 Rail & Domestics

MONDAYS
Karaoke

9PM till 12AM

TUESDTUESDAYS
GUEST BARTENDERS

STOP BY BE SUPRISED!

WEDNESDAYS
2.50 Domestic Bottles

8PM till 11PM

THURSDAYS
LLADIES NIGHT W/BOBBIE JO

2 FOR 1 RAIL AND MID COCTAILS

FRIDAYS
DOLLAR DRAFTS

8PM TILL MIDNIGHT!

SATURDAYS
BOMBS AWAY

ALL BOMBS $4.50ALL BOMBS $4.50
9PM TILL MIDNIGHT

5860 BELAIR ROAD
410.254.3785

blueparrotbar.com

Expressions

Photo: Michele Martinoli

Inner Beauty
Raphael Solomon Releases Debut 
CD, “Beautiful Dancer”
By Zachary Trevor

At 28 years old, Raphael Solomon knows a little something about 
life, love and the pursuit of happiness. Self-describing his sound 
as “pop with a Latin twist,” his music is based on both basic and 
complex human emotions and experiences. Take “Sex with My Ex,” 
for instance – the forthcoming first single from his debut album, 
Beautiful Dancer. It was penned by Solomon after preparing a 
supper for, then seducing, a former flame.
 Most of Solomon’s songs, in fact, are steeped in similar 
soils: the concept of love – or the lack thereof. With all his talk of 
heartbreak, however, Raphael also has a strong sense of humor. 
Like the night he became the king of more than a few people’s 
jungles.
 “I once went onstage dressed as Tarzan and twenty seconds 
into my number, my loincloth came undone,” he recalls. The 
performance became a metaphor for his life. “I just picked it up, 
dusted it off, and continued with my performance.”

OUTloud: You are gorgeous, Raphael.  
Solomon: Thank you! 

OUTloud: Why, then, are you so unlucky in love?
Solomon: I’m not sure I’d go so far as saying that I am unlucky in 
love. 

OUTloud: Most of your songs tend to be about heartbreak.
Solomon: I’ve had relationships with some wonderful people, we 
just weren’t in the same place at the same time in our lives and 
when you’re not in sync, it makes it pretty impossible to sustain a 
relationship. 

OUTloud: Looking at you, I can’t understand why someone 
would flee the country. But, according to your song “Baby’s 
Gone to Rio”, that’s what they did.  
Solomon: Sadly, it’s true.

OUTloud: What did you do to make your lover run away?
Solomon: (Laughs) I’m secretly a high maintenance and possessive 
freak. Nah, I’m just kidding! I don’t know what I did, really. I don’t 
think I did anything wrong. Why does it have to be my fault?

OUTloud: Could it be that you attract people that are only 
interested in your face and body?
Solomon: Initially, we’re all attracted to people on a physical level. 
I’d be a liar if I said I wasn’t. I’ll admit that there have been people 
who are just interested in the physical part of me, and that’s been 
a problem because they’re not always interested in learning what’s 
inside of me.  I’m more than a pretty face. (Laughs)  

OUTloud: Are you smart when it comes to love?
Solomon: I think love is about being true to your self.  Sure, I can 
sit down and think of ways to keep a lover hooked but I’m not sure I 
want a lover to stay because I played the game right. I want people 
to stay because there is no place they would rather be. 

OUTloud: You sing about sex with your ex. Can you see now 
why that is always a mistake? 
Solomon: The scary thing is I still don’t think it was a mistake! 

Maybe that’s just me being a guy and thinking with my dick. 

OUTloud: Did the sex reignite the relationship?
Solomon: Well, no, but sometimes you don’t stop loving someone 
even long after the relationship has ended. You may accept that it’s 
over but you still to want to revisit it sometimes.  

OUTloud: You weren’t left feeling empty?
Solomon: I guess I did feel a little emotionally vandalised. Ok, you 
got me. I’ll keep my pants on next time, ok?  

OUTloud: You’re a very passionate person, Raphael.  
Solomon: I don’t deny that.

OUTloud: Does your intensity sometimes scare people 
away?
Solomon: Sometimes, but they always end up coming back when 
they realize that a passionate lover beats a cold and frigid lover any 
day. They come back because I made them feel special. I don’t edit 
my behaviour. If I’m into someone, I let them know it. 

OUTloud: In the title track, Beautiful Dancer, you text your lover 
that “you never wanted to be their ex.” Isn’t that something 
you shouldn’t tell someone?
Solomon: Why not? Every person in love wants to believe that 
their love will last forever. 

OUTloud: But what about keeping some mystery about you?
Solomon: That’s playing games.

Raphael Solomon’s Beautiful Dancer is available on i-Tunes now.
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Rodney and Kip Hollar Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2009

Jim Rinefierd First Runner -up ( left hand side) | Kip Hollar Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2009  

( center ) | Paul Masterson second Runner-up
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Kip Hollar Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2009

Leather Line

Against the background 
of a city preparing for 
a historic inauguration,  
the Centaur MC 
celebrated twenty-five 
years of Mid-Atlantic 
Leather Week-end. 
There was lots of 
speculation as to how 

this year’s event would turn out. With a 
bad economy and the media reporting for 
months that D. C. would come to a standstill 
as millions poured into town, I am happy to 
report that the Centaur’s once again kicked 
off the New Year with a fantastic weekend! 
Had President Obama had a chance to stop 
by the Washington Plaza Hotel on January 
16th-18th he would of had no problem 
finding a puppy. 

 The economy may have hurt attendance 
a little and the bars were not as packed as 
they had been in the past. There was also 
no large tent at the Washington Plaza for 
the smokers -it was my understanding that 
it would have cost $10K to put it up!  A few 
vendors were noticeably absent from the 
vendor mart. (Mr. S. unusually takes up 
a whole room, but this year they were not 
there at all), but overall MAL 2009 was still 
a first-class event. 
 At Friday night’s press reception the 
judges and contestants were officially 
introduced. This year’s judges were Mr. 
Mid-Atlantic Leather 2008 Chris Grasso, 
International Mr. Leather 2008 Gary Iriza, 
International Ms. Leather 2008 Hobbit, 
Leather Columnist for San Francisco’s 
Bay Area Reporter Marcus Hernandez, 
International Mr. Leather 1992 Lenny 
Broberg, Leather Community Leader Thor 

Stockman, and Broadcast Journalist/ 
Leather Community Educator Jim Plante. 
There were also six strong contestants who 
I am happy to say were no strangers to this 
writer:  Mr. Pittsburgh Eagle Leather 2008 
Nick Daemous, Mr. Reading Leather 2008 
Jim Kuser, Mr. Double L Leather 2008 Paul 
Masterson, Mr. Capital Pride Leather 2008 
Jim Rinefierd, Mr. Old Dominion Leather 
2008 Joel Shotwell, and First Runner-Up 
Mr. Maryland Leather 2009 Kip Hollar. This 
was truly an exciting group of contestants. 
It was also extra exciting just to be in 
Washington, D.C. on the weekend of the 
Presidential Inauguration. On Saturday after 
shopping at the Leather Market, I took a walk 
down to the White House and saw all the 
parade preparations (and tacky souvenirs – 
the Obama/Biden salt and pepper shakers 
were a bit much!) Excitement was truly in the 
air. The Centaurs must have felt the buzz 
too because the decorations for Saturday 
night’s Leather Cocktails were fantastic. 
The ballroom of the Almas Temple looked 
like an Inaugural Ball complete with a two-
story Washington Monument in the middle 
and other famous landmarks around the 
room. I understand that J. P. of the Centaurs 
constructed the monuments. They were 
really beautiful complete with cotton snow 
and white branches. It was a D.C. winter 
wonderland! 
 Of course the main event came on 
Sunday morning. This year’s contest had 
guest performer Kathy Najimy star of  King 
of the Hill, Sister Act etc. When emcee 
Frank Nowicki introduced her, she came 
out and said, “Welcome to the end of my 
career!” She was a riot!  She managed to 
give a speech that was both inspirational 
and hilarious. “If gays ran the world Subway 
would sell both subs and doms.” She 
also did not just do her bit and leave, but 
continued to come out and interact with the 
contestants. It was an enjoyable afternoon. 
After a very moving slideshow/ step-down 
by Chris Grasso, Paul Masterson was 
announced as 2nd runner-up, Jim Rinefierd 
was 1st Runner-up, and Maryland’s own Kip 
Hollar is off to Chicago and IML as Mid-
Atlantic Leather 2009! 
 Afterwards, as I danced the night 
away at the Reaction Dance at Apex, I was 
filled with hope and excitement. I was in 
Washington, D. C. at such a historic time 
and I was part of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend! 

Kip Hollar Selected as Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2009
By Rodney Burger

“Had President Obama 
had a chance to stop 
by the Washington 
Plaza Hotel on January 
1�th-1�th he would of 
had no problem finding 
a puppy.”
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because they eschew such mainstream 
intervention, distrust adults, fear they may 
be placed in foster care, or they are not 
aware of the services available. They are 
simply hiding in many cases. 
 Accordingly, these youth are dwelling 
under the radar, and their population is 
woefully underestimated. That is critical 
when determining the magnitude of the 
problem.
 The Baltimore Homeless Youth 
Initiative (BHYI) with technical assistance 
from researchers from Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
conducted a parallel youth count in 2007 
and found 272 unaccompanied minors and 
unstably housed young people under the 
age of 26 in Baltimore City. A majority of 
youth counted, 157 (58%), were between 
16 and 19 years old. Of those counted, 145 
(53%) were female, 108 (40%) were male, 
and 19 (7%) were transgendered. 
 The Baltimore public school system 
estimates there are as many as 2,289 
homeless young people in Baltimore.
 In the BHYI survey, there is no 
breakdown in the statistics regarding sexual 
orientation other than the transgender 
category, and again, these are extremely 
conservative numbers given the lack of 
visibility of homeless young people.
 (A BHYI-Bloomberg School census 
of homeless youth for 2009 was recently 
undertaken, but the findings will not be 
available for several months.)

HOMELESS
-- continued from the cover

Forced to the streets
 A National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
report estimates that one third of American 
homeless youth are lgbt. Nicholas Ray, 
the author of the report says, “Ultimately 
…the crisis begins with family conflict and 
institutionalized homophobia.”
 Many lgbt children who are thrown out 
of their houses (referred to as “throwaways”) 
have been victims of parental physical 
abuse or family conflict. They lack basic 
resources, education, skills, or a plan for 
the future. Some try to attend school but 
struggle; others drop out altogether. It’s not 
easy to succeed in school when their next 
meal is uncertain.
 The throwaways are vulnerable to 
criminal behavior, sometimes through gang 
involvement, as well as becoming victims 
of robbery, rape and assault. They are 
also exposed to many risks that lead to 
poor health—STD’s, including HIV, survival 
sex (sex in exchange for money, drugs or 
shelter), pregnancy, depression and are 
more prone to consider suicide than other 
homeless youth.
 These family crises that result in 
being forced out can be largely traced to 
the religious views towards homosexuality 
by parents. Clearly if the parents of lgbt 
teens are more tolerant, the throwaway 
problem would be mitigated. The support 
organization PFLAG—Parents, Families 
of Friends of Lesbians and Gays—has 
had an on and off presence in Baltimore 
for years. Unfortunately, there has been a 
lack of interest by city parents to sustain the 
chapter, and the families of lgbt city youth 
are not being served.
 “Too many parents of LGBT kids are 
confused and uniformed,” said Colette 
Roberts, chairperson of the Howard County 
chapter of PFLAG. “I get many phone calls 
from parents in Baltimore who are unable to 
travel to our meetings, and the best I can do 
is mail them literature. While helpful, they 
need much more in the way of education 
and support than a mailing can provide.”
Limited choices for lgbt Homeless
 If and when these lgbt youth seek out a 
public shelter, straight kids are more likely 
to be treated better, according to Ross 
Pologe, a venerable advocate of Baltimore 
youth issues. Young lgbt people, especially 
males, are often subject to harassment and 
violence at these shelters. “We have so 
much baggage about sexual orientation in 
our society,” Pologe laments.
 Ross Pologe, who for 33 years has 
been associated with the Fellowship of 
Lights, a facility that had provided shelter 
for runaways, ages 12 to 18, works with 
BHYI. “LGBT youth who are kicked out of 
their homes are not likely to seek help. They 
need stable housing.” He urges alternatives 
to foster care as a key to help solving this 
problem. 
 To be sure, foster care has not worked 

well in Baltimore, especially for lgbt teens. 
The conditions are often intolerable. Foster 
parents who are religious have tossed lgbt 
kids out. When they are in foster care the 
kids are frequently harassed or shunned, 
pushing them to run away to escape. On a 
given day, 100 youth are missing from the 
foster care system. 
 The numerous homeless teens who 
wind up in the juvenile justice system face 
even greater challenges in getting placed in 
acceptable foster care. 

Support is scarce
Community youth activist Kenneth Morrison, 
who at 19, helped organize a support group 
called Kevon’s Room in 2004 for Baltimore 
City’s LGBQT youth ages 13 to 21. As stated 
on the group’s MySpace page, its mission 
was to make Baltimore City a safer place for 
lgbt youth. “Baltimore’s youth have enough 
issues from poverty and crime to the lack 
of adequate education. Being ostracized by 
your family and community should not be 
one of them,” according to the statement on 
the page.
 Kevon’s Room had about 220 members 
and worked with both gay community centers 
and churches. But the group disbanded in 
2007 when homeless lgbt teens comprised 
over a third of all the kids. “There just are no 
resources for homeless gays. No safe place 
for gays,” Morrison said plaintively. “There 
was nothing we can do.”
 “If there is a neglected, forgotten 
community in Baltimore, it is the dozens 
of homeless lgbt youth,” said Aaron Merki, 
who along with other attorneys and law 
students, are in the process of establishing 
the Freestate Legal Clinic in Baltimore 
to address legal issues facing LGBT 
youth. “Often they are sick, malnourished, 
abandoned by friends and family, and forced 
to prostitute themselves in order to shower 
and eat.” 
 As bad it is for gay and lesbians to 
find adequate shelter, the problem is 
more acute for the transgendered youth. 
According to the BHYI census, 15 of the 19 
(76%) transgendered youth surveyed were 
unstably housed. 
 Attorney Lisa Kershner, who is another 
founder of Freestate, is appalled by the 
plight of transgendered youth. “[They] face 
discrimination, hate crimes, and for the many 
who are homeless, are even being shut of 
shelters and left to fend for themselves on 
the street where they are at even greater 
risk for abuse and violence,” Kershner said.

Homeless lgbt youth require stable living 
conditions to overcome the long-term 
challenges they face. While Baltimore 
Homeless Services does a good job in 
trying to cope with adult homelessness, 
it does not have specific services geared 
towards homeless youth. Likewise, the Gay 
and Lesbian Community Center of Baltimore 
lacks a specific program that is dedicated to 
lgbt homeless youth. 

Light at the end of the tunnel?
Without question inadequate funding had 
been a great impediment to area providers 
as is a true sense of the quantitative scope of 
the problem. However, the aforementioned 
Baltimore Homeless Youth Initiative, which 
had conducted the parallel homeless 
census, is a collaboration of Government 
and community agencies trying to find 
better housing for youth for ages ranging 
from 14 to 24.
 BHYI and other providers are 
attempting to create a building in the city’s 
Southern Park Heights neighborhood to 
house approximately 40 homeless youth. 
This housing opportunity, called Restoration 
Gardens, is expected to be available for 
occupancy this summer.
 In Montgomery County there are 
plans afoot to establish a residential home 
dedicated to LGBT homeless youth. Hearts 
and Homes, a service organization for youth 
in need, is working with Equality Maryland, 
PFLAG, other organizations in the private 
sector as well as local government to make 
this possible. At the beginning, the residence 
is expected to have 6 to 8 beds.
 Although the home will be situated in 
Montgomery County, youth from across 
the state can be referred to the home, 
says Carrie Evans, Director of Policy and 
Planning for Equality Maryland. 
 Several services will be offered. “We 
will provide 24-hour supervision with 
counselors, mentors, treatment, access 
to jobs and education,” said Rex Smith 
who founded Hearts and Homes in 1964. 
“Besides housing them, we need to be 
teaching kids about their self-worth.” 
 Lining up money for up-front costs is 
essential. “Our first order of business is 
raising the operating funds for the home, so 
we have formed a fundraising committee to 
devise a plan,” said Evans. “Once we get 
some dedicated money we expect things 
to move forward quickly.” A target date has 
been set for July 1.
 “Homeless youth are not just younger 
forms of homeless adults,” said Nan Astone. 
“They are different in many, if not most, 
ways.” 
 And lgbt homeless youth are different 
still and face greater challenges especially 
since they dwell below the radar.

“LGBT youth who are kicked 
out of their homes are not 
likely to seek help.” 
—Ross Pologe
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Maricel Plaza with its Greek statuary, or 
the ornate museum tower, Maricel de Mar. 
The church is called La Punta because of 
its situation high atop rock point above the 
sea - where the waves often pound and 
crash over retaining walls. St. Techla is co-
pataron saint of Sitges, with a huge festival, 
including parades and fireworks (always 
fireworks in Spain!) honoring her during 
the Fiesta Mayor from August 21-27. She is 
quite an interesting character - in legend at 
least.  
 She is supposed to have been a strong-
willed young noble woman from the area of 
Lebanon who defied her mother to join up 
with St. Paul on his journeys to Christianize 
Europe, fighting off several noble suitors 
who attempted to seduce her by beating 
them up - for which she was condemned 
to be burned.   She escaped that fate, and 
showed up - legend has it - at Subur (Sitges) 
in 49AD with St. Paul, only to be captured 
and tortured repeatedly - thrown into a den 
with venemous snakes, crushed between 
oxen, and many other kinky treatments. But 
she escaped once more, living deep in a 
cave as a hermit for years, until once more 
captured and finally martyred. One wonders 
- if she was not a dyke, she certainly could 
be patron saint for them, if not also for 
general S&M!
 Everyone says that the very best time 
to see Sitges is during Carnival - this year, 
from Feb. 15-25, with huge parades on 
Sunday, Feb. 22, and Fat Tuesday, Feb. 
24. More than 300,000 tourists, mostly 
gay, flock here for this gala festival. Of 
course, if you ŕe going this year, you´d have 
to get a room now!  Prices are about half 
way between summer and off season. The 
biggest bash is the Rua de la Disbuaxa - 
the Debauchery Parade, on the Sunday 
before Ash Wednesday. Nonstop partying 
goes on from then until late Ash Wednesday 
afternoon, when a sardine is ceremoniously 
buried at the beach. In summer, there are 
midnight concerts every weekend June-
September (see www.concertsdemitjant.
com), and great fireworks. 
 The great Corpus Christi festival, June 
11, includes gigantic hand-made flower 
carpets on the main streets, as well as the 
Catalan version of the Human Towers (see 
my article on Algemesia, in the January 16, 
2009, OUTloud).  
 As I do Ptown, I still prefer Sitges off-
season, as this past New Years, when 
the streets were only partly filled, and the 
beaches a bit empty - with those who are 
here especially a local crowd, as well as 
visiting and curious gay youth from nearby 
Barcelona. And on the beaches, one sees 
families and gay men, interspersed, and 

TRAVEL
-- continued from page 16

often dressing right on the beach.  
 We had a nice conversation with one 
family that included both gay and straight. 
A gay youth of 22 (who told me all about 
his adventures in a Berlin squat and as a 
hitchhiker over all of Europe) had accepted 
a lift from a Scottish woman, her Dutch 
boyfriend, and his two boys of about ll and 
13. All went in the icy surf, and then stood 
totally nude (except the woman), chatting 
with us for a few minutes before they 
dressed.  Stripping to dress and undress, 
and topless females or men with bikinis 
unfastened to expose bare buns lying on 
the beach, is the rule in Sitges.
 Speaking of beaches, there are two 
popular gay beaches - Rodona, in the 
center of town, and the gay nude beach, 
Playa del Muerto (Beach of the Dead), 
about a two mile walk south of town. In the 
daytime, there is lots of cruising at the nude 
beach, and in the long walk from town to 
it, as well as in the dunes above it, along 
cliffs and visible from the rail line (again so 
like Ptown!). In summer, cruising at night on 
both the regular and the nude gay beach is 
wild, as well as along the paths between the 
Estargol Beach and the Terra Mar hotel and 
beach restaurant, itself a gay haunt.   But 
one can cruise anywhere in Sitges, day or 
night.   
 The three piers that stretch out into 
the sea - again reminiscent of Ptown - are 
good places to find men and youth just 
sitting, waiting to be chatted up. The long 
Miami-Beach style promenade has shifts 
of folks strolling up and down. In early 
morning, there are the elderly, including 
gay and straight couples. At mid-day, one 
sees families with hoardes of very young 
kids, and babies in strollers. There´s the 
usual afternoon pause for a siesta. Around 
5 p.m. or so, the families reappear, and the 
promenade is absolutely packed, even in 
winter. Beginning about 7 p.m., gay couples 
and singles mingle with the families. By 9 or 
10 p.m., there are lots of single young men 
and older men, clearly cruising, but still a 
few families.  
 Around ll p.m., huge packs of teenaged 
boys head for the gay beach -  where we 
counted about 300 of them on New Year´s 
Day night. After midnight there´s gay 
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cruising in earnest, including a fair number 
of quite sexy hustlers between 16-25 years 
old. Late at night, a scene develops also in 
the streets and plazas of town, especially 
near the gay sauna and the youth clubs 
along Calle Espalter, where Moroccan and 
Roumanian youth mingle with Spanish and 
Gypsies. 
 All of this harks back to the Ptown of 
yesteryear. Such open cruising and hustling 
(except for sex in the dunes out of town) is 
mostly gone in the U.S. these days, and it´s 
all but disappeared in many European cities 
as well, including Madrid and Valencia, and 
to a lesser extent Barcelona. But Sitges is 
still sexy and open. Joel, the French-Italian 
manager of one of the best cruising bars in 
town, Orek´s, told me, ¨I came to Sitges 15 
years ago for the Spanish men! And almost 
nothing has changed in all this time.  It´s the 
only place I know where gay life remains the 
same as before.¨  Orek´s is one of several 
bars with strip nights, and the strippers 
are hot examples of the Spanish men who 
attracted Joel.
 A big difference for New Year´s Eve 
in Spain and it´s Latin American former 
colonies, is the lack of a big public midnight 
bash like the one in Time´s Square. 
Somehow, my partner and I forgot this 
difference yet again! Once before, we had 
wandered the streets in the hours leading 
up to midnight on New Year´s Eve (that time, 
it was in San Juan, Puerto Rico,) wondering 
why the city was utterly silent. Then at 
exactly midnight, windows were thrust open 
and water poured down on the heads of 
anyone dumb enough to be in the streets.    
 This time, in Sitges, we set out about ll 
p.m., to find a bar where we could toast in 
the New Year.   The streets were deserted, 
and no bars were open. Restaurants were 
full of people, but closed for those without 
reservations. Duh! I had forgotten that 
people celebrated with families at home or 
in private parties with friends!  Only about 
l a.m., did people begin to pour into the 
streets, and one by one the bars and discos 
opened. By 1:30 a.m., things were going 
strong, and we finally had our New Year´s 
toast.  
 The first explicitly gay club opened 
in Sitges in 1983 -  up until then, the 
Spanish dictator, Franco,  made gay life 
very difficult. But that was hardly the start 
of homo-erotic or bohemian life in Sitges. 
As in Ptown, the artists had been coming 
for decades - artists, writers, architects, 
and musicians. Among them were Picasso, 
Dali and many others. Sitges was known as 
a ̈ counterculture¨ and an avant garde mecca 
as early as the mid-1800s, with  dandies 
and romanticists coming down by train to 
the beach for the day. 
 Modernists and surrealists added to 
the fanciful architecture - like the turret and 
clock on the Disneyesque tower at the dead-
center of Sitges, Cap de Villa. One famous 

gathering in 1896, of sexually ambiguous 
artists, included the famous Catalan painter, 
Rusiñol, and a dozen other artists and 
writers. Together they sipped absynthe and 
feasted on the odd Sitges speciality stew 
– Xato (which includes, among other things, 
cod, tuna, anchovies, burned chiles, hot 
peppers, almonds and lots of garlic), while 
the poets among them waxed lyrical about 
love. 
 From that time until now - even during 
two World Wars, according to an elderly 
German I met who has lived here  60 years, 
gay life has flourished side by side with 
foreign families and local fishermen. With 
its hundreds of fishing boats lying at anchor; 
with the magically lighted steps leading up 
to the church on the rock; with the blue-
lighted palms on the Beach; with fire batons 
twirling on the beach at midnight and roller-
blading gay youth on the promenade; with 
more than 300 days of sunshine each year; 
and with thousands of browned male bodies 
on the beaches, Sitges is certainly one of 
those places in the world that no gay man 
should miss.   
 No-one should miss Sitges before it, 
like the rest of our world, finally succumbs 
to the post-modern ugly changes that now 
sweep every land, and threaten to bury 
every local culture, especially any remaining 
truly homoerotic culture.

THEATRE
-- continued from page 12

become obvious, “like taking his mother to 
the Academy Awards as his date.” To keep 
his career on track, “all it takes is a little 
deception,” according to his lesbian agent. 
In a clever bit of casting director Michael 
Baron has given the three gay roles to 
three gay actors, in fact Montelongo and 
Quintanilla are long time partners.
 The Little Dog Laughed has an unhappy 
ending but the playwright always defends it 
in interviews. It is a compromise which life 
is full of but it serves everyone’s purpose 
in this story. I must admitted the conclusion 
really disturbed me when I saw the play for 
the first time last year in New Haven, CT. 
But Signature’s version gets it right by really 
making the play more sincere and loving. 
Twyford is the driving force of the cast if a 
bit too smirky at times. The actress has all 
the best jokes and plays them to the back of 
the house unnecessarily. There is nothing 
subtle about the role or her performance. 
Quantanilla is a standout bringing real 
feelings to his boy toy role and I predict great 
things for him in the future. Montelongo and 
Casie Platt (Ellen the girlfriend) are both 
strong actors but fade into the background 
when the agent is preaching to his choir.
 This is an important (gay) play in an 
outstanding local premiere at Signature 
and worth your attention. Plus the fact that 

it is fall out of your seat funny. It’s not to be 
missed.
 The Little Dog Laughed  -  Signature 
Theatre, The Village of Shirlington, 
Arlington, VA | Now until March 8t.

Mid-life, the Crisis Musical
Toby’s Dinner Theatre in Columbia is 
presenting a new musical, Mid-life, for a 
short run until March 8. It is so depressing, 
not the show but what it represents to us 
of a certain age. Menopause, socks with 
sandals, yelling at neighborhood kids, 
balding, too tired for sex and needing to 
pee several times during the night. It’s all 
here and more in this 90 minute review style 
show.
 Unfortunately both the show and 
production has its problems. The music is 
merely serviceable and un-melodic with 
lyrics that you can see coming from a mile 
away. The cast tries their best but there are 
problems with pitch in some voices. And 
the ‘orchestra’ sounds hollow. I don’t have a 
problem with most small theatre productions 
that just use a piano but here at Toby’s you 
expect more. As for the acting and comic 
timing of the cast of six, the less said the 
better. Director Shawn Kettering has fun 
with the staging and the video projections 
are a clever touch but even he can’t save 
the lame script.
 The show does have some funny scenes 
but much of the delivery is pedestrian at 
best and once again you can see where the 
jokes are going. However the older dinner 
theatre crowd ate most of it up as fast as 
they did the steamed shrimp on the pre-
show buffet. You will probably never hear of 
another production of this show so if this is 
your cup of tea hurry on down to Columbia.
 Mid-Life, the Crisis Musical – Toby’s 
Dinner Theatre | Now through March 8th | 
Tickets: 410-730-8311

More reviews by Ben Ryland at-   
www.stagesbaltimore.wordpress.com

FILM
-- continued from page 14

happier at Madea’s misfortune. But Madea’s 
eccentric family members the Browns rally 
behind her, lending their special “country” 
brand of support.  
 If this isn’t your cup of tea, Fired Up 
probably won’t be either. Shawn Colfax 
(Nicholas D’Agosto) and Nick Brady (Eric 
Christian Olsen), the stars of the Gerald R. 
Ford High School football team, are dreading 
the prospect of another summer at football 
camp. When Nick hatches a scheme for the 
two to join their school’s cheerleaders at 
cheer camp instead, they find themselves 
awash in a sea of gorgeous young women. 
It all goes great until Shawn falls for 
Carly (Sarah Roemer), the beautiful head 
cheerleader who sees right through them.  

This actually would be a good couple of 
days to catch up on those Oscar nominated 
films you missed before the ceremony takes 
place on February 22!
 And to end the month on the 27, well, 
you might want to catch up on those Oscar 
winning films you may have missed as we 
are treated to Street Fighter: The Legend of 
Chun-Li, another film adaptation of a video 
game (anyone remember the 1994 Street 
Fighter with Jean-Claude Van Damme and 
Raul Julia?). This one stars Kristin Kreuk 
(Smallville), Michael Clark Duncan and Neal 
McDonough (Desperate Housewives). And 
for the teenyboppers and tone deaf pop 
music fans, Disney unleashes The Jonas 
Brothers 3-D Concert Movie. Disney struck 
gold with the 3D Hannah Montana/Miley 
Cyrus concert movie and I’m willing to bet 
lightning will strike twice for the Mouse 
House (and if you’re pining away for Miss 
Hannah, she has her own movie coming out 
in April).
 So there you have February 2009. 
Could be some hits and probably many 
misses, but there should be a few films 
there to drag you out of the house on a 
cold winter’s night. And if not, March is right 
around the corner!
For more reviews and movie release 
information, be sure to check out Chuck’s 
MySpace page at www.myspace.com/
nowshowingtv.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST

JOIN US FOR OUR 3RD ANNUAL

MARDI GRAS PARTY

36 WEST 11TH

Free Beads
Great Drink Specials All Night!
DJ Seth Gold Spinning all your hits
Check our web site for more details
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FEATURING COLTON FORD, ANT AND JENNIE McNULTY

(standing room)

Includes the Ball following


