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OUTspoken

Happy New Year, readers!
 In keeping with the year-end tradition 
of columnists’ picking the best, worse and 
whatever, I am introducing OUTspoken’s 
list of the Best (or Worst) of 2008, or the 
OUTIES. It’ s an unapologetic, biased, 
subjective, slanted list of the best (or worst 
in some cases) of politics, culture, the city, 
the state and the scene. Some selections 
call for a brief explanation; others clearly 
do not.  
 In no particular order, welcome to the 
2008 OUTIES:

Best Date of the Year—
November 4, 2008

Best Campaign Slogan—
”Yes We Can”

Most Inaccurate Campaign Slogan—
”Putting Country First”

Best Political Decision—
Barack Obama’s eschewing public 
financing to raise private contributions 
instead

Worst Political Decision— 
You betcha! John McCain’s picking Sarah 
Palin as his running mate. (See Most 
Inaccurate Campaign Slogan above)

Most Disappointing Outreach Effort—
Obama’s selecting Pastor Rick Warren to 
deliver the inauguration’s invocation

Gutsiest Political Decision—
Obama’s choosing Hillary Clinton to be 
Secretary of State

Most Nauseating Character in the 
Campaign—
”Joe the Plumber”

Most Nauseating Word in the 
Campaign—
”Maverick”

Most Influential Entertainer During the 
Campaign—
Tina Fey

Most Ironic Disclosure—
Turns out that daughter of social 
conservative Sarah Palin isn’t so big on 
abstinence only

Best Court Decision—
California’s Supreme Court ruling that 
same-sex marriage should be legal

Worst Election Result—
California passing Proposition 8, which 
negated the court decision above

Best Hollywood Straight LGBT Ally—
Brad Pitt, for his substantial contributions 
to defeat Prop 8.

Best Hollywood LGBT Person—
(Tie) Neil Patrick Harris and Ellen 

Degeneres

Worst Hollywood LGBT Person—
Elton John, for his problem with the word 
“marriage” during the Prop 8 debate

Most Supportive Straight TV 
Commentator—
Keith Olbermann

Best Lesbian TV Commentator—
Rachel Maddow

Best Local Elected Official on Marriage 
Equality—
Maryland Attorney General Doug Gansler, 
for his public support at a legislative 
committee hearing

Most Disappointing Local Elected 
Official on Marriage Equality—
Gov. Martin O’Malley

Most LGBT-Supportive Baltimore City 
Elected Official—
Council President Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake

Most Vile Democrat in Maryland—
Sen. President Thomas V. “Mike” Miller 
for standing in the way of transgender 
protections and marriage equality

Most Vile Republican in Maryland—
Too many to mention

Best LGBT Organization—
PFLAG-Columbia/Howard County, for not 
only offering year-round support to the 
parents of LGBT children, welcoming all 
LGBT folks and allies to the organization 
and providing a safe space for LGBT youth 
and their friends, but also producing on 
a shoe-string budget the splendid multi-
media “Someone You Love is Gay” ad 
campaign that has been praised by PR 
pros. In addition, the chapter formed the 
largest contingent at Equality Maryland’s 
Lobby Day and its advocacy work has been 
a prototype for other PFLAG chapters.
Best Political Event—Join the Impact on 
November 15, which through the use of 
the Internet and a zero budget, on just 5 
days notice managed to muster about a 
thousand (half of them straight) to a protest 
Prop 8 rally outside City Hall.

Best Non-political Event—
Baltimore Pride, for its colorful, well-run 
parade, block party and festival

Best Gay Bar—
PW’s Sports Bar in N. Laurel, for its 
friendly staff and crowd and its wide range 
of events and community involvement

Best Karaoke Gay Bar—
Hippo with Steve Smith as the emcee and 
The Drinkery as runner-up

Best LGBT Bartender—

David from the Hippo’s Karaoke room
Best Hair Studio and Day Spa—Neal’s on 
Park and Read

Best Piano Bar—
Jay’s on Read

Best Change in Bars and Restaurants—
Ban on smoking. Our lungs get to survive 
another year.

Best Baltimore Drag Act—
Dimitria

Comeback of the Year—
Britney Spears

Best Departing Hero—
Dan Furmansky of Equality Maryland

Saddest Departing Hero—
H.E.R.O.

Best Newcomers—
Joe King and Makemie Taylor, for 
organizing the Join the Impact rally. It was 
a model for grassroots organizing.

Gay Bar Owner of the Year—
John Cook, owner of PW’s who generously 
allows worthy LGBT organizations as well 
as community groups to hold fundraisers 
at PW’s

Best Conscience for People of Color —
Rev. Meredith Moise. She speaks her mind 
and does it so well.

Best Jack-of-all Trades—
Skip Koritzer

Best ‘T’ in LGBT—
Drew Seine who does a fabulous job 
with the OUTloud website and Mara 
Drummond, a beautiful person through and 
through and who is active on LGBT issues. 
I love them both.

Best Baltimore LGBT Friendly Theater—
Spotlighters

Best LGBT Movie—
”Milk.” Will the homophobes in Hollywood 
keep it from winning Oscars?

Best in Mining for Gold—
Michael Phelps (not too shabby in a 
Speedo either)

Best Baltimore Sports Team—
The Ravens who also wear our fave color 
purple, and Todd Heap is still a great Tight 
End

Best Orioles Off-Season Move—
Finally getting “Baltimore” written across 
the road jerseys for 2009.

Worst Team in 2008 (and All-Time)—
Bush-Cheney

 Steve Charing’s OUTspoken blog is at 
www.SteveCharing.blogspot.com.

The OUTIES: Best (or Worst) of 2008
By Steve Charing 
Senior Political Anaylst
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Find luxury, comfort, convenience and style in both of our
beautifully appointed all-suite hotels. We're just footsteps
off historic Charles Street in downtown Baltimore. 

Our suites are filled with world-class amenities and our
personal attention to detail will make any stay a
memorable experience. In addition to our comfortable
features, we offer complimentary high-speed internet in
every suite and your choice of two restaurants, a lounge,
a gourmet deli and a dessert shop.

410.727.2222  www.TREMONTS.com

News

Kate Runyon, the newly appointed Executive 
Director of Equality Maryland will appear 
before the Columbia/Howard County 
chapter of PFLAG—Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays—at their 
general meeting on January 13.
 Ms. Runyon succeeds Dan Furmansky, 
who has recently left his post after serving 
in that capacity for five years. Over that 
time, Furmansky led the organization’s 
growth from a staff of one on a tiny budget 
to a point where the staff has increased 
significantly, as has Equality Maryland’s 
operational budget.
 The new director comes to Maryland 
after a stint as Interim Executive Director 
at the Triangle Foundation in Michigan, 

Equality Maryland’s Kate Runyon

where she led the statewide lgbt civil 
rights organization through a critical period 
following the departure of their founding 
executive director, and after several years 
serving as a trustee and Chair for the 
organization’s People of Faith and Allies & 
Diversity Committee.
 Ms. Runyon served in the Peace Corps 
working in the Agro-forestry sector in The 
Gambia, West Africa. She is a Certified 
Master Gardner, and received a degree 
in Art, Global Studies, and German from 
Wittenberg University in Ohio.
 “We are thrilled to have found someone 
of Kate Runyon’s caliber and experience,” 
said Equality Maryland Board President 
Scott Davenport. “Kate brings commitment, 

New Executive Director 
of Equality Maryland  
to Address PFLAG
By Steve Charing

respect, community awareness, bridge 
building, communication, political savvy and 
advocacy to her life’s work as an activist.”
 The meeting, which will take place at the 
Owen Brown Interfaith Center in Columbia 
at 7:30 p.m., is free and open to everyone. 
More information can be obtained at www.
pflag.md.org

LocalLocal

Greenstein, Brewster Union

Baltimore’s 1st Jewish Commitment 
Ceremony—The first ever local 
commitment ceremony was performed 
at Beth El Synagogue of Baltimore on 
October 10, 2008. Evan Greenstein and 
Cory Brewster committed themselves 
to each other in a service performed 
by Rabbi Mark Loeb, assisted by 
Rabbi Steven Schaetz and Cantor 
Tom King. More than 200 friends and 
family attended this historic event. 
Congratulations to Evan and Cory.  
Photo by Skip Koritzer.
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The Many Faces of
Chase Brexton
Health Services, Inc.

30
C E L E B R A T I N G

YEARS OF
COMPASSIONATE CARE

1 9 7 8  -  2 0 0 8

At Chase Brexton Health Services 

we take pride in our 3o years of 

experience providing a full spectrum of 

health care in an open and comforting 

environment. We welcome you to call 

today to plan for a healthy future with a 

partner you can trust. 

We accept most major health insurance and dental plans. We also 
accept Visa, Mastercard and American Express. If you are uninsured, 

ask about our sliding scale. 

Dr. Eva
How was your New Year’s Eve?
By Dr. Eva Hersh
Was the first resolution you made this New Years Day prompted by 
the headache and sick feeling you woke up with January 1? Maybe 
you had to deal with the consequences of a holiday car accident. Or 
was it the fallout from something you did at a party that everyone 
else remembers all too well, but you don’t?
 Many people, whether or not they have problems with 

alcohol the rest of the year, drink too much over the Thanksgiving, Christmas and New 
Years holidays. The same happens on birthdays, graduations, and many other social 
occasions. Some people drink more on holidays because they are lonely or feel socially 
awkward. Some drink because “friends” push them to drink, or because it’s what of they 
think everyone is “supposed to do” at parties. Regardless of why they drink, many people 
drink themselves, and others, to death through car accidents, suicide, or homicide over 
the holidays each year. People are raped or injured, and rape or injure others, because 
of alcohol-related poor judgment and loss of inhibitions. 
 Why does this happen? In part because people don’t realize the power of alcohol 
as a drug, and the many subtle effects it has on the brain. Brain function is impaired 
after the first drink, well before a person begins to feel “high.”  The first effects are poor 
judgment and slowed reaction time. By the time a person is aware of being intoxicated, 
they have poor coordination, distorted vision, and disorientation. This is why people are 
often arrested for drunk driving when they honestly feel they are not drunk. Even when a 
person doesn’t feel intoxicated, one or two drinks makes it dangerous for them to drive, 
especially in the dark or on wet or icy roads. 
 You can get every bit as drunk on beer or wine as on rum or vodka.  A drink of 
alcohol is medically defined as 12 oz of beer or wine cooler, 5 oz of wine (less for heavy 
wines like sherry), or 1½ oz of liquor (rum, whiskey, vodka). Two drinks within two hours, 
especially without food, impair judgment and coordination and raise blood alcohol levels 
above the legal limit. It takes just one drink to impair judgment and coordination for older 
people, for many women, for men who weigh 140 pounds or less, and for anyone who 
rarely drinks.
 You cannot tell how intoxicated a person is by whether or not they appear drunk. 
The best guide to whether a person is impaired is not how they feel or how they look, but 
how much they have had to drink and over what period of time they drank it.
 It takes about an hour for the liver to process one drink of alcohol. That means 
that after 4 drinks, which many people wouldn’t consider excessive at a party, a person 
needs to wait 4 hours after the last drink to be sure of being able to drive safely. Do you 
know anyone who waits that long? Sobering-up methods like cold showers, hot coffee, 
and fresh air can make a person more alert, but, because they don’t lower the blood 
alcohol level, they don’t make a person any more sober or help them drive more safely. 
 If you think alcohol is part of any fun night out, ask yourself why. If it’s no fun with a 
clear mind, is it really fun?
 For your safety, consider not drinking at the next party or celebration you go to.  If 
you don’t want to do that, avoid driving. It might be a great start to a sane New Year.
 I wish all of Baltimore OUTLoud’s readers a happy, healthy and peaceful 2009. 
	 Dr.	Eva	Hersh	is	Chief	Medical	Officer	at	Chase	Brexton	Health	Services.	Send	
your comments and questions to her by email at publisher@ baltimoreoutloud.com, or 
by	surface	mail	to	Eva	Hersh	MD,	Chase	Brexton	Health	Services,	1001	Cathedral	St.,	
Baltimore,	MD	21201

 Rick Letmate, Owner
Award Winning Designer
With 24 years Experience 

9061/2 Leeds Avenue
Arbutus, Maryland 21229

410-952-9749
 

Hours
M-F, 10am-6pm
Sat, 10am-2pm
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People We Like
Michael “Magoo” Serio
By Jay Leone
A regular on Baltimore’s lgbt bar scene for the 
past fifteen years, Michael Serio is probably 
better known for outrageousness and/or his 
nickname – “Magoo.” Like all good partiers, 
Michael has had his moments.  Throwing 
(he calls it ‘tossing’) an occasional glass 
(with or without contents), or hamburger 
(he is banned from one throwing-unfriendly 
McDonalds) - Magoo has a reputation for 
sponeausis action. But he also has a kind 
and gentle side, that endears him to his 
close friends.
 Born in Baltimore, the 41-year-old Magoo graduated from Venable High School. His 
career paths, though numerous, have taken him from a stock clerk with Giant Food, and 
as a security and coat check person at The Baltimore Eagle. He works full time at Dutch 
Liquors in Parkville. He was also a regular at Club Atlantis and the Allegro.
   Michael resides in the Hamilton area of Baltimore where actually you can rarely find him. 
If you are looking, try any bar in town except the ones on opposing corners on Charles 
Street.
 At one point, Michael was co-owner of Hotlips Productions which promoted the 
Ms. Atlantis pageant. Over the years, he has also presented numerous awards to local 
business people including this reporter, for covering the “drag” community in a positive 
light. Michael also volunteers time with Outloud helping to distribute the papers. He works 
hard to assure the paper gets to and is displayed in prominent locations. “Magoo’s tireless 
availability and unique flair has been a real asset, commented publisher Mke Chase.
 “I can always count on Michael’s assistance” said Outloud’s Distribution Manager 
Jay Loane.  “I’ve known Michael for a lifetime and I am glad to call him a friend.” Loane 
went on to recount the stories, which are quite long, and added that if you are interested 
in hearing some, just catch him enjoying a libation at a location near you. It is well worth 
it. Even Michael laughs about the stories and said that there have been several more that 
he will always remember fondly.
 As we sit in the kitchen of the house he shares with his family, in the background is 
the song “Cocaine” by Eric Clapton. It’s one of his favorites, he even has it as a ringtone 
on his cell phone.
 When not out on the town, Michael enjoys his new computer and watching old Ms. Gay 
Maryland tapes or watching his favorite movie Beaches. He is an avid reader enjoying the 
author Jackie Collins. His all time favorite book is entitled Reflections	of	a	Rock	Lobster	by 
Aaron Fricke. “It’s a story about growing up gay”, Michael remarked

Event

First and Franklin Presents “For the Bible Tells Me So” on 
January 11

First and Franklin St. Presbyterian Church will present the film For the Bible Tells Me 
So in Reid Chapel on Sunday, January 11 at 1 p.m. The film is a documentary which 
explores the teachings of the Bible and homosexuality. Through the experiences of 
five very normal families including those of former House Speaker Majority Leader 
Richard Gephardt and Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson it examines how people of 
faith handle the realization of having a gay or lesbian child. The film offers healing 
and understanding for those who have long been abused by those who misinterpret 
the Bible. The movie has won numerous awards at film festivals including Sundance, 
Seattle, and Provincetown Film Festivals. The showing of the movie is free and open 
to the public.

need more outloud?

catch us online @
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1955 Greenspring Drive
Next to Timonium Business Park Lightrail Stop

Voted Baltimore’s Best Auto Repair - City Paper 2000

410.252.8001

News

Centerstage will join with the Baltimore 
Symphony Orchestra, Hippodrome Theatre, 
and Washington Opera in providing free 
tickets to patrons with non-refundable 
seats for the Baltimore Opera Company’s 
cancelled performances of Porgy	and	Bess	
and The	 Barber	 of	 Seville.	Opera patrons 
will receive a ticket voucher, provided by 
the Baltimore Opera Company, that can be 
redeemed by mail for any of the final three 
shows in Centerstage’s Mainstage season: 
Lynn Nottage’s Fabulation, John Ford’s 
classic revenge tragedy ‘Tis Pity She’s a 
Whore, or the recently announced post-
Broadway run of Souvenir, featuring Judy 
Kaye.
 Directors Irene Lewis and Debbie 
Chinn in a statement said, “Everyone 

here at CENTERSTAGE has a great 
deal of compassion for our friends and 
colleagues at The Baltimore Opera 
Company and for their loyal patrons. 
No nonprofit cultural organization 
can observe what’s happening in 
this economy without wanting to do 
what we can for those hardest hit. 
We’re fortunate—and proud—that 
Centerstage remains both artistically 
and fiscally stable during these difficult 
times, and we knew immediately upon 
hearing news of the Opera’s difficulties 
that we must do what we can to help 
minimize the pain their patrons must be 
feeling.”

Centerstage Joins Others in Assisting 
Baltimore Opera Patrons

Local

The Gay Men’s Dinner and Movie Group 
celebrated the season on Dec. 20 with a 
Chinese Christmas Party. This Party was 
held at the Home of Joe Kortash & Billy 
Farley in Catonsville.

The Gay Men’s Dinner 
& Movie Group

Local

Photo by Skip Koritzer
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Church Directory

Beth El Congregation

An open, progressive USCJ synagogue.

8101 Park Heights Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21208

(410) 484-0411  •  www.bethelbalto.com
“This is your synagogue.”

CATHEDRAL & READ STREETS
Mt. Vernon Historic District

410.685.1130 • www.emmanueldowntown.org

An active, welcoming, progressive parish
in the heart of Mt. Vernon!

Sundays:
8:30 a.m., Eucharist (spoken)

10:30 a.m., Morning Prayer (organ & choir)

Beautiful music, soaring architecture,
insightful preaching, active outreach.

Catch the spirit of Emmanuel!

We don’t debate, or
simply tolerate;  We

celebrate your
sexuality and

spirituality!

40404040401 W1 W1 W1 W1 West Monument St. - Baltimoreest Monument St. - Baltimoreest Monument St. - Baltimoreest Monument St. - Baltimoreest Monument St. - Baltimore
44444111110-NO0-NO0-NO0-NO0-NOWWWWW-MCCb-MCCb-MCCb-MCCb-MCCb
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.mccbaltimore.org.mccbaltimore.org.mccbaltimore.org.mccbaltimore.org.mccbaltimore.org
mccbaltimore.aol.commccbaltimore.aol.commccbaltimore.aol.commccbaltimore.aol.commccbaltimore.aol.com

Sundays
9 AM TTTTTraditional Celebrationraditional Celebrationraditional Celebrationraditional Celebrationraditional Celebration
10 AM Hospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - CommunityHospitality Time - Community
11 AM Praise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & FPraise Celebration & Family Seramily Seramily Seramily Seramily Servicevicevicevicevice

MeMeMeMeMetrtrtrtrtropolitan Communityopolitan Communityopolitan Communityopolitan Communityopolitan Community
ChurChurChurChurChurch of Baltimorech of Baltimorech of Baltimorech of Baltimorech of Baltimore

List your church in the directory.  Call us at 
410-244-��80 for more info.

The Baltimore
Ethical Society

306 W. Franklin St. Ste.102
410-581-2322

www.BaltimoreEthicalSociety.org

Diversity    Humanism
Community    Equality

Sunday Meetings - 10:30 a.m.

COMMITMENT CEREMONIES

&  WEDDINGS

A Welcoming Congregation With Open 
Hearts, Open Minds, and Open Doors

We also welcome you to participate in our fine 
worship and music program, directed by Bruce 

Eicher and including cherub choir, children’s 
“Alleluia” choir, youth choir, chancel choir, hand bell 

choir, organ and other instruments.
We welcome you to worship each Sunday at 

8:30 AM and 10:00 AM

Grace United Methodist Church

Join us for worship, fellowship, study, 
pursuit of justice and resistance

of oppression

Grace Church 5407 N. Charles St. Baltimore, MD 21210 
at Northern Parkway

410-433-6650 •  www.graceunitedmethodist.org 

Gay? Lesbian? Catholic?

Our Weekend Mass Schedule:
SATURDAY  

5:30 p.m ~ Church 
SUNDAY 

9:00 a.m.,10:45 a.m., 12:15 p.m ~ Church
Contact Ann McDonald, Pastoral Associate

410-969-2785
Home Delivery: It’s FREE
Sign up today at BaltimoreOUTloud.com



baltimoreoutloud.com | January 2, 2009 BALTIMORE OUTLOUD q  9 

3600 Clipper Mill Road
www.meadowmill.com 

410.235.7000

G E T  F I T  T H I S  Y E A R A T

Give the Gift of Fitness
Give a gift
membership and
get the joining
fee and the first
month free.* 
*certain restrictions apply

Order now: call 1-800-SHOWTIME or go to SHO.com. ©2008 Showtime Networks Inc. All rights reserved. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of
Showtime Networks Inc. “The L Word®”: ©2008 Showtime Networks Inc. All rights reserved.

The hippo
1 West Eager St Baltimore MD 21201

Must be 21 years old for entry  |  Doors: 6:30pm  |  Screening: 8:30pm
Suggested donation $10  |  RSVP: www.hrc.org/lword
Featuring DJ Rosie and a special performance by
Gilded Lily Burlesque, compliments of The Hippo

SUNDAY JANUARY 18

SUNDAYS 9PM ET
PT

JOIN THE HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN & SHOWTIME FOR THE BALTIMORE PREMIERE PARTY
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The Edge The List

OUT
$� domestic beers
Really guys a 600% profit 
on a Coors Lite

Iran

Made in China
Trading Asian dictator Hu 
Jintao with South American 
reformer Tabaré Vázquez 
sounds good to us.

Jones Falls back-ups
Only major U.S city with a 
single subway line and no 
carpool lanes

Home equity

White and Black 
Americans

Stock in car companies

Angelina Jolie
Love Angelina, but 2009 is 
going to be Aniston’s year

Dinner theatre

Trashy streets

Norton Utilities
End Internet tracing of our 
URL addresses

Andrew Sullivan

IN
Prices at lgbt friendly 
neighborhood bars.

Pakistan

Made in Uruguay

Car pool lanes

Employment benefits
Really, stop taxing 
unemployment benefits. 

Native Americans
Native American apartheid- 
very ugly

Any company building 
Windmills
Coming soon …rooftop 
windmills

Jennifer Aniston

The Hippodrome

More trashcans
Or less trash

Anti-tracking software

Mark Segal
PGN publisher best working 
journalist in lgbt press

A short guide to help you 
through 2009.

http://www.sxc.hu

http://www.sxc.hu http://www.sxc.hu

Strike One
Far too many liberal folks went way too easy 
on Obama after his incredibly bad decision to 
invite Rev Rick Warren to give the invocation 
at the Inaugural. Everyone from Obama’s 
staff to MSNBC, CNN, etc - just played along, 
including too many lgbt types. Even Rev. Rick 
tried some damage control - suggesting he will 
think some more about his choices. This guy 
really wants to pray on January 20 ($$). 
 Strike One for Obama; we hope he 
doesn’t choke before the game even starts.

The High Cost of Iraqi Oil 
Total proven oil reserves: 
112 billion – second only to Saudi Arabia

4,200 – U.S. military dead

761 – Other coalition forces and contractor 
deaths

1,300,876 Iraqi deaths (civilian, military and 
Hussein) since the U.S. invasion began.*as of 
December 28, 2008

 
 

Hola!
Let’s assume a modest 3% of all humans are gay 
– that means that 658,000 lesbians and gay men 
have made the trek across the frontier to the land 
of liberty (about the same number who live in 
Baltimore.) That’s a lot of pink Welcome Wagon 
baskets.  

Homos on the Warpath or 
Bright Nights in Wasilla
“The … violent homosexual movement is on the 
warpath and it can be suspected that they’re 
responsible for hatefully burning the church 

Sarah Palin attends.”
 There’s no shortage of online coverage of 
the hatefulness, violence and sheer murderous 
dangerousness of the radically fascist, now 
terroristic, homosexual movement. It needs to be 
exposed before they start murdering people on 
the basis of their religious orientation or race (the 
militant “gays” are also, as I reported previously 
herein, spewing hateful racial epithets (like the “n” 
word) against and threatening any and all Blacks 
they find).” – the Canadian Sentinel

	 Wow.	 .	 .	we’ve	come	to	expect	 that	kind	of	
talk	from	folks	like	Rush	Limbaugh	or	those	nuts	
at	Fox	Not	News,	but	really,	a	Canadian	with	such	
a nasty tongue. We thought that kind of talk was 
illegal in the land of snow.
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Thinking OUTloud

Let Us Know What’s On Your Mind.
Whether you have a comment, complaint, gripe or grudge, our readers want to hear it! 
(we’re also partial to gossip)—It’s easy: just email our editor at editor@baltimoreoutloud.
com—or go to BaltimoreOUTloud.com, and while you’re there sign-up for FREE Home 
Delivery of every issue.

The Rick Warren controversy is a watershed moment 
for the lgbt community. As I watch the gay glitterati rail 
against Obama’s choice, it became painfully obvious 
that gay religious voices were lacking in mainstream 
media. Rick Warren’s anti-gay blathering was front and 
center in the mainstream media and most outlets did not 
offer a gay positive counter voice. We heard clips over 
and over again of the mega church pastor spew his brand 
of hate mixed with anti gay religious propaganda. Where 
were the gay positive spiritual voices?
 I submit that it is time for gay religious voices to come 
out and raise hell on a national scale. We, as a movement, 
are still trying to find out voices in religious circles and 
spiritual dialogue. Too often, our voices are academic 
with clear scientific and biblical proof of our spiritual 
vindication. But it’s just that, academic, without catchy 
sound bites and 15 second phrases. 
 Yes, we are often heady and have good reason to 
be. We want the world to examine the tremendous body 
of evidence in favor of our spiritual inclusion and our 
long standing place in the realm of religion and belief. 
However, our foes on the right have the “ich” factor on 
their side. The “ich” factor is the general straight public 
visceral repulsion to gay sex acts. Notice, when right 
wing homophobes invoke some type of divine decree 
toward homosexuality, they always paint some picture 
of a gay sex act, usually between two men. Sodom and 
Gomorrah are often touted as an example of God’s wrath 
against gays. 
 The imagery of this biblical story is used over 
and over again, painting pictures of wanton gay lust 
overpowering two hapless angels. The right wing 
zealots fail to tell the other half of the story; how the 

Editor,
Are you kidding me? The system you’re endorsing  has 
consistently failed us as a community. Prop 8 is just the 
latest example. As an oppressed community, it’s simply 
ridiculous to think that reliance on a “majority rules” 
system will provide us with civil liberties. Historically, 
marginalized communities have never been awarded 
with equal rights because they were kind and quiet. 
Communities in crisis (like ours) elevate themselves 
through social action and good old fashion screaming 
in the streets. Join the impact? What impact? They had 
a self-masturbatory rally at City Hall on a Saturday! A 
Saturday? Exactly who were they hoping to “impact?” 
The cleaning people? Maybe the parking lot attendants?   
 As a community the time to “keep our cool” is over. 
Finished. That ended when we were promised “change” 
and “hope” only to be reminded that at the end of the 
day we don’t count. You should be angry. We should 

all be angry. If you aren’t angry you’ve lost the plot. 
How many more times do we have to shoved back 
in the closet before we stand up and fight? At least 
“BashBack!” is making a stand. Should they destroy 
private property? Maybe not. But perhaps that’s what’s 
required at this point. At least someone is finally doing 
something! You’re against militaristic methods and 
radicalism? Since when is standing up for yourself a 
radical notion? Since when is demanding equal rights a 
radical notion?    
 One thing is abundantly clear - a meek and 
moderate stand on lgbt issues will result in more dark 
days like we saw in November. I don’t know about you, 
but I love my community too much to sit on my hands 
and watch that happen....again. 
 It’s time to wake up people!
—John Flannery

Gay Spiritual Power Rise
By Rev. Meredith Moise

protagonist Lot offers the crowd his two daughters for 
rape. The zealots do not mention the true sin of Sodom 
as pointed out by Ezekiel: the city did not care for the 
widow or the orphan. They were filled with arrogance and 
pride and ignored the poor. So in essence, Sodom and 
Gomorrah are not about the sin of gay sex. The story is 
about the sin of greed, pride and arrogance........America 
in the Bush years sounds strangely like this...... 
 But for all of our wordy meanderings, we have 
failed to really call these wing nuts out. We have failed 
to challenge them in the public square using their own 
weapon against them: the Bible. For those zealots who 
want to use the Christian scriptures to promote the 
spiritual genocide of gays, we have not challenged with 
the love ethic of Jesus in the public arena. Jesus did not 
condemn same gender love. He did not event speak about 
it. But he condemns divorces, greed, selfishness and self 
righteous behavior. He condemns those who judge others.
How convenient for our so called religious enemies to 
forget this. They are guilty of the moral vices that Jesus 
speaks against in the Gospels, but we have yet to develop 
concise religious rhetoric to respond to this in the public 
square. It’s time for us to really challenge these people 
where they are. We must develop language around this 
issue if not just to silence our foes but to shame them...
we must send them back to their slimy, intolerant bigoted 
caves they came from. Make no mistake; they are in the 
stream of thought of the ku klux klan, confederates and 
sexists. They use the Western Bible to promote their 
own sick, bigoted views. We must stop this side show in 
order to advocate for our own happiness and welfare. But 
truthfully on a grand scale, we must put an end to this 
madness in order to champion our inherent human dignity.

Letters to the Editor
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Beyond the Beltway
Compiled by Jim Becker

 Pope says humans 
must be saved from 
homosexuality 
The Vatican - Pope Benedict said on 
Monday, December 22, that saving 
humanity from homosexual or Transsexual 
behavior was just as important as saving 
the rainforest from destruction. “[The 
Church] should also protect man from the 
destruction of himself. A sort of ecology 
of man is needed,” the pontiff said in a 
holiday address to the Curia, the Vatican’s 
central administration. “The tropical forests 
do deserve our protection. But man, as a 
creature, does not deserve any less.” 
 The Catholic Church teaches that while 
homosexuality is not sinful, homosexual 
acts are. It opposes Gay marriage and, in 
October, a leading Vatican official called 
homosexuality “a deviation, an irregularity, 
a wound.”
 The pope said humanity needed to 
“listen to the language of creation” to 
understand the intended roles of man 
and woman. He compared behavior 
beyond traditional heterosexual relations 
as “a destruction of God’s work.” He also 
defended the Church’s right to “speak of 
human nature as man and woman, and ask 
that this order of creation be respected.”  
(Seattle	Gay	News	&	365Gay.com)

 First African trans 
activist meeting held in 
South Africa
Johannesburg, South Africa - South 
Africa recently hosted the first-ever African 
Strategy Workshop for transgender activists. 
Fifteen trans activists from Burundi, Kenya, 
Uganda, Rwanda, Botswana, Namibia, 
South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe 
took part in the event organized by the 

International Gay and Lesbian Human 
Rights Commission and Gender DynamiX, 
the only transgender organization on the 
African continent.
“Transgender people throughout the world 
experience frequent and unacceptable 
discrimination, violence and abuse,” said 
Paula Ettelbrick, IGLHRC executive director. 
“IGLHRC is proud to be part of this historic 
gathering of transgender people, taking the 
fight for human rights in Africa to a whole 
new level.”
The African Strategy Workshop was 
designed to help activists “document 
human-rights abuses against transgender 
people, derive best practices for human-
rights advocacy and share information on 
gender identity, reassignment surgery and 
hormone treatment. . .This long overdue 
meeting forms an integral part of trans 
history on our continent and a cornerstone 
for our future work,” said Liesl Theron, 
director of Gender DynamiX. “Participants 
at the workshop gave moving and painful 
testimony revealing the wide range of human-
rights abuses  –  from arbitrary arrest and 
detention to rape and murder –  that African 
transgender people regularly encounter.” 
Activists focused on the case of South 
African Daisy Dube, who was murdered 
in Johannesburg after requesting that she 
not be called “istabane,” a derogatory Zulu 
slang word similar to “faggot.” (Philadelphia 
Gay	News	-	Larry	Nichols	at	epgn.com)

 Gay community 
angry over Obama 
preacher pick 
Chicago, IL - The lgbt and ally communities, 
who were some of President-elect Barack 
Obama’s most outspoken advocates over 
the past few months, were just as loud in 
the past week in their criticism of Obama. 
On Dec. 17, the president-elect announced 

that the Rev. Rick Warren would deliver 
the invocation at his Jan. 20 inauguration 
ceremony. Warren, pastor of the evangelical 
Saddleback Church in California, has been 
a strong opponent of the lgbt community 
and supported Proposition , the California 
ballot initiative that banned gay marriage. 
Warren has also equated abortion with 
the Holocaust. However, according to the 
Associated Press, Warren says that he 
loves Muslims, people of other religions, 
Republicans and Democrats, and he also 
loves “gays and straights.”
 “By inviting Rick Warren to your 
inauguration, you have tarnished the view 
that gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
Americans have a place at your table,” 
said Joe Solmonese, president of the 
Human Rights Campaign, in a letter to the 
president-elect. “We have been moved by 
your calls to religious leaders to own up 
to the homophobia and racism . . .But we 
feel a deep level of disrespect when one of 
the architects and promoters of an anti-gay 
agenda is given the prominence and the 
pulpit of your historic nomination.” Openly 
gay U.S. Rep. Barney Frank (D-Mass.) said, 
the selection of a member of the clergy to 
occupy this uniquely elevated position has 
always been considered a mark of respect 
and approval by those who are being 
inaugurated.””
 Obama defended his choice last 
week, noting that lgbt-supportive Methodist 
minister Joseph Lowery will deliver the 
benediction at the ceremony. Obama said the 
inauguration will bring together people from 
all walks of life whose viewpoints he does 
not necessarily share. “During the course 
of the entire inaugural festivities, there are 
going to be a wide range of viewpoints that 
are presented,” Obama said during a Dec. 18 
press conference. “And that’’s how it should 
be because that’’s what America’’s about. 
That’’s part of the magic of this country. 
We are diverse and noisy and opinionated.” 
Earlier this week, the Inaugural Committee 
announced that openly gay U.S. Rep. 
Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisc.) had been named 
as an honorary inauguration committee co-
chair. Other co-chairs include Presidents 
Jimmy Carter, George H.W. Bush and Bill 
Clinton; Gen. Colin Powell; a number of 
Congress members and family members 
of the president- and vice-president-elect.  
(Philadelphia	 Gay	 News	 -	 Jen	 Colletta	 at	
epgn.com).
 These  news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version of 
various newspapers and other websites. We 
thank these publications for allowing  us to 
bring you their news stories. Usually the reports 
have	been	significantly	edited	and	you	can	 read	
the full story by going to the website following  
the item.

The Shops at Brewer’s Hill
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FEBRUARY 3-15   HIPPODROME THEATRE
BroadwayAcrossAmerica.com • 410.547.SEAT • Hippodrome Theatre Box Office (Mon-Sat 10a-5p)

Groups (15+) call 866.577.7469 • To learn more visit myspace.com/BaltimoreHippodrome
Due to the nature of live entertainment; times, dates and performers are subject to change without notice. All patrons, regardless of age, must have a ticket. No refunds or exchanges. Tickets subject to service charges and handling fees.

ON SALE
NOW!

Guest Starring 

American Idol winner 

TAYLOR HICKS
February 3-8!!
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Samuel J. Westrick, MD
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Virus and Spyware Removal...
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Defektive Arts

NIKKI LEFAYE: Touched by an angel

Jim Lucio

By Defekto
If you’ve been out in Baltimore and happen 
to see a beautiful woman dressed like a 
canary and swinging from a trapeze, you 
were probably at the Club Charles on a 
Saturday night watching Nikki LeFaye. Or 
maybe you’ve seen her in one of her other 
incarnations, such as Joyce DeSalvo, a 
gaudy middle-aged singer and travel agent 
to the stars. No matter what character she 
happens to be, it is impossible not to take 
notice.
 I met Nikki LeFaye in the summer of 
2004. I had just spotted her walking down 
Charles St. wearing a full bridal gown and 
needed to know who she was.  We were 
introduced by a mutual friend and I quickly 
realized that her head-turning appearance 
was not strictly about fashion or the need 
for attention, it was just the way she was. A 
bridal gown on Nikki did not seem the least 
bit impractical for a night out on the town. 
That was the LeFaye magic at work and it 
had an immediate effect on me.

 Like the late British performance 
artist, Leigh Bowery on a more functional 
level, LeFaye need only look around her 
Hampden apartment (which doubles as a 
studio) and pull a few yards of material and 
within twenty minutes concoct an outfit that 
will have people stealing glances at her all 
night. With the help of her fashion creations, 
Nikki has created a unique persona which 
reveals truths and also invites mystery. 
Spin her fashion wheel of fortune and you 
can end up with anything from a New Wave 
Snow White, a 40s-style lounge singer or a 
prehistoric go-go girl.
 Nikki is a multi-dimensional chameleon 
both in person and in her many creative 
endeavors. She is a theatrical clothing 
designer, she is an actress, musician, 
dancer, model and a trapeze artist. But 
perhaps her biggest and certainly her longest 
running project is Nikki Lefaye herself.  Her 
ability to successfully transform into other 
characters can be seen in early childhood 
photographs. In one old Halloween photo 
she is a Tommy gun-toting Bonnie Parker 
sporting a vintage outfit with skirt, gloves 
and beret. She could be just another little 
girl ready to score loads of candy, but 
her expression gives her away. She is all 
seriousness, as if she is not playing dress-
up at all...she is Bonnie Parker. In another 
slightly older photo, this one a soft focus 
studio shot, she seems to toy with reality 
even further. Dressed in a floppy sunhat and 
surrounded by Baby’s Breath, she becomes 
the quintessential 1970s flower girl. But this 
time it’s a Mona Lisa-like smile that plays on 

“Everyone started 
thinking we were a 
coven of witches.”

her face, amused over a joke that only she 
has the punchline to.
 Nikki’s public performances began with 
a group that she met while still a teenager 
in Harford County. “We used to rehearse in 
an abandoned video store and everyone 
started thinking we were a coven of witches. 
We would perform monthly at this bookstore 
and for one holiday show we acted out the 
12 Days of Christmas and included a day 
called “Bloody Lacerations”. I was dressed 
as a fairy and got my throat slashed. We 
were banned after that.” she says, laughing. 
It seemed that Harford County was not 
ready for Nikki’s brand of entertainment, but 
Baltimore was.
 Over the years more and more people 
have sought her out as a muse and creative 
accomplice. Local filmmaker Josh Slates 
says, “I love the ways Nikki lives her life as 
a round-the-clock, constantly evolving art 
exhibit in which she is the artist, gallery and 
docent all rolled into one.” Slates eventually 
found the right project to collaborate on with 
LeFaye and in 2007 cast her in his short 
film, “89 Gator Mine”, giving the actress/
muse complete control of her character’s 
costume and make-up design. Says Slates, 
“People might think of Nikki as a grandiose 
creative personality, and she is, but she also 
genuinely takes the time to understand the 
dynamics of any creative endeavor, knowing 
when bombast will get a laugh and when it 
might be best to turn down the volume just 
a bit. Nikki also has an ability to size up the 
expectations of her audiences and takes a 
certain glee in running roughshod all over 
them.”
 Writer/director Michael Bowen, cast 
LeFaye as a recurring character in his 
episodic soap opera, “DJs”. And earlier 
this year she starred as the mermaid in “A 
Murmured Tale”, an adaption of the Hans 
Christian Andersen short story. But it’s 
probably safer to say that she is busier with 
music which includes projects ranging from 
electronic which she describes as “happy, 
silly music” to more serious efforts in the 
vein of the band,  Swans.  But LeFaye is 
not satisfied and intends on incorporating 
all of her passions into one big project 
and if things go as planned, the on-going 
art project that is her life could be a movie 
which would, of course, star LeFaye and 
feature her own costumes as well as music 
and a script written by the multi-tasking 
artist.
 Currently writing the music and script 
for what could be her magnum opus, LeFaye 
does admit that she is courting interested 
producers and that she might be better off 
co-directing and hand over some control 
to a more seasoned director.   And until 
we actually see a finished product where 
she does it all, we will have to be satisfied 
with street sightings and her familiar face 
swinging over the crowded floor of the Club 
Charles.

We carry a fine selection of imported  
& domestic beer, wine & liquor.

Monday - Saturday 
9 am til 6 pm.

Closed Sunday
Local Delivery 

Available.

Bolton Hill’s Independent Pharmacy
1535 Park Avenue   (410) 225-0800
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Campus Scene

Let’s Go Out Tonight
By Marty Hoegg 
OUTloud Intern

I’m a 20 year old college student who enjoys random road trips and 
long nights out. Make no mistake I am a very serious student and 
maintain an excellent academic standing but I can dance to the hottest 
music all night. I’ve been clubbing since I turned 18. I actually went out 

the night after my birthday and have had a routine dancing schedule since.
 Breaking into the club scene is not easy and not necessarily meant for everyone. 
Once you get a feel for a club and you find you like it, you’ll quickly learn the ins and outs, 
the do’s and the don’ts of the establishment. Basically, this isn’t rocket science, but it does 
take some finesse.
 It helps if you know where to go and what to do. Sadly, Baltimore does not offer a 
gay club that allows guests less than 21 years of age to enter. This means you’ll to have 
to head out to Washington D.C. in order to experience an official gay night club. It’s also 
advisable, for first timers, to go with someone who has already been to the club. Go with a 
group of friends; it’s much safer and you’ll have a much better time dancing with someone 
you already enjoy than wasting the night trying to find a partner. You can also split the cost 
of gas. So what does my club routine look like? Let’s discuss.
 It’s a Thursday night, you have no papers due Friday, and if you’re lucky no classes 

earlier than noon. So what are you doing? If 
you’re me, you’re caravanning towards D.C. 
for an exhilarating night of music, dancing 
and all around chaos. You’re dressed in your 
most comfortable but appealing clothes 
and you’ve stuffed your college I.D. and 
your license into your back pocket. Where 
are you going? Apex Night Club, located on 
22nd Street.
 Apex offers a College Night, meaning 

free admission with a valid College I.D., every Thursday night. The club allows guests 18 
years of age and older. It offers a main dance floor and a video bar. There’s no dress code 
but that doesn’t mean you should show up in a burlap sack and Bermuda shorts. It’s a 
night club, put on the glitz and glamour; adorn something that accentuates your suave, 
chic persona. Have fun!
 The main dance floor with DJ RANDY offers a mix of today’s top hits, usually remixed, 
with some classics from the late 80’s to early 90’s. The floor is relatively open with multiple 
disco lights, and my personal favorite a mirrored wall.
 Apex is a great venue; the atmosphere is intoxicating and the music is diverse, but 
it can get extremely crowded. Going with a group of friends ensures that you’ll have less 
trouble trying to make a space to dance but you won’t be able to escape the constant 
traffic of people trying to cross the dance floor.
 If you get uncomfortable in tight spaces or don’t like having people constantly running 
into you, you might want to try another club. My suggestion is Town Danceboutique, 
located on 8th street. This is where I spend my Friday nights. Town, like Apex, allows 

“Put on the glitz 
and glamour; adorn 
something that 
accentuates your 
suave, chic persona.”

Intoxicating atmosphere at Apex

Leon’s Tyson Place
Oldest Baltimore Gay Bar

Daily Lunch 11am-6pm
Sunday Brunch 11:30am-3pm

One complimentary Bloody Mary or Mimosa at brunch

8750 Park Avenue
Baltimore

410-539-4993

New Happy Hours
4pm-8pm Mon & Tues
4pm-10pm Wed - Sun

227 W. Chase Street
410-539-4850

guest 18 years of age and older to enter but there is a $10 cover charge. Don’t worry, the 
money is worth it.
 Town has two floors, each equipped with a large dance space and expansive bar. 
Each floor has its own DJ which makes the two spaces completely different. The first floor 
with music by BacK2bACk plays everything from Madonna’s “Like a Virgin,” to The Pussy 
Cat Doll’s “When I Grow Up.”
 If you get there before 10 p.m. you can catch the Drag Show hosted by Lena Lett. The 
upstairs offers a rave-like atmosphere with music by Wess. Like Apex, there is no dress 
code but again some sense of style should be exercised.
 Town Danceboutique is awesome. The two choices of dance floors offer something 
for just about everyone. There is plenty of space to sit down and relax but the constant 
stream of hits keeps almost everyone on their feet.
 It can get a little expensive though. While $10 may not seem that much, parking in one 
of the club’s lots cost $15, which makes it $25 for the night. Do you have to park in a lot? 
No, but parking is scarce and could mean that you have to walk several blocks before you 
even see the club. If you’re on a strict budget, which as a college student I know can be 
tight, then I suggest going to Town sporadically rather then routinely.
 Remember, it’s about having fun. Buy a new outfit, get a great group of people together 
and go have a good time. It takes about 45 minutes to an hour to get to D.C. from Baltimore 
so having an energetic mix cd makes the ride go faster.
 I recommend having your college I.D., your license and your cell phone on you at all 
times. Keep an eye out for suspicious characters and let your friends know when you’re 
leaving the group to either use the bathroom, go to the bar or dance with the hottie that 
has caught your attention.
	 Marty	Hoegg	is	a	junior	at	Stevenson	University	in	Baltimore	County.
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On the Stage

Be one of the first 
to stop by Saratoga
Coffee, located at 

222 E. Saratoga Street,
on Friday, January 2nd
for your chance to

receive a pass, 
good for two, to an
advance screening.

No purchase necessary.
Supplies limited. First-come,

first-served. One pass per 
person. Seating is limited.

Employees of all promotional
partners are not eligible. 

Rated R for language and some
sexual content/nudity. 

INVITE YOU AND
A GUEST TO A

SPECIAL ADVANCE
SCREENING OF

OPENS IN BALTIMORE JANUARY 9

Only a few theatres have been granted performance rights 
to Les Miz, and those have been selected by producer 
Cameron Macintosh based on their reconceiving the original 
staging. The nationally-acclaimed Signature Theatre just 
south of DC in booming Arlington was one of the chosen 
few.
 Earlier this year the Walnut Street Theatre in 
Philadelphia did the show in a thrilling, heart-wrenching 
production that was a total sell-out for the entire summer. 
Unhappily, despite raves from most of Washington’s theatre 
critics, the production at Signature has a lot to be desired.
 From the moment one enters the theatre you are in 
the world of the 19th century underbelly of France. Director 
Eric Schaeffer has declined to discuss the money spent but 
with a larger than normal orchestra, more than a hundred 
costumes and a cast of dozens of equity actors it was a 
small fortune. 
 The question of what you are in for at this Les Miz is 
immediate. The stylized set is a cross between a ravaged 
junkyard and a steel roller coaster accident and makes no 
sense. In the first scene the prisoners are at hard labor for 
their crimes; shown as pulling ropes with chairs attached 

Signature Theatre’s Les 
Miserables: Truth in Advertising?
By Ben Ryland

up and down. Was Schaeffer’s vision a stylized version? 
If so, then why does he jump back and forth between the 
stylistic and realistic? And be forewarned fans of the show- 
there is not a turntable barricade. There wasn’t one in Philly 
either only here it is sorely missed.
 The cast consists of local professional actors from 
past Signature, Toby’s Dinner Theatre and Olney Theatre 
productions; but most of the leads are Broadway/ Road tour 
veterans who add nothing to the mix. Greg Stone was a 
weak Jean Valjean but maybe he was having an off night. 
Tom Zemon seemed to be performing in Jesus Christ 
Superstar but singing the role of Javert.
 Locals Andrew Call as Marius handled the role well & 
Christopher Bloch is having fun as innkeeper Thenardier 
and is the only one onstage that impressed me as he often 
does. Chris Sizemore is full of piss and vinegar as Enjolas 
when he should have been cast as Valjean (however he is 
a might young for the role). Felicia Curry plays Eponine, 
not as twitter pated for Marius but instead a crazy, stone-
eyed stalker. The less said about the other women roles the 
better. Of course most can all sing the roof off the place but 
Les Miserable requires a lot more.

 The costumes are appropriate rags for the most part 
but lacking in any wit or style. The lighting makes the show 
come alive in spots but misses the mark on big dramatic 
moments especially the deaths. 
 Intermission comments overheard in the lobby were 
the complete bewilderment of the storyline from newbie’s 
(the program lacked the usual synopsis) to major fans of 
the work trying to understand why they weren’t having a 
good time. But I must add that the show queens seemed to 
be the cheerleaders of the production.
 Director Schaeffer and musical director Jon Kalbfleisch 
did a monumental job of such a mammoth undertaking with 
only 280 seats. If only the results had the passion onstage 
that they obviously had in attempting to reconceive the 
world’s most popular musical.
	 Les	Miserables	 –	Signature	Theatre,	 4200	Campbell	
Ave, Arlington, VA | Tickets: www.signature-theatre.org 

If you have seen the wonderful documentary- 
Show	Business:	The	Road	To	Broadway, it 
features Caroline, or Change along with 
the other nominees for the Best Musical 
Tony Award in 2005. The film follows the 
development of the show from inception to 
Tony night where it was a front runner more 
for its leading actress, the critic’s darling- 
Tonya Pinkins, than the show itself. The 
award went to Idina Menzel for WICKED the 
popular audience choice instead.
 Caroline is a domestic for a Jewish 
family living in Louisiana in 1963. Try as 
they might to show equality to the woman 
in the turmoil and civil rights changes of 
the 60s the family members are all left feet 
towards her. To teach their son to be more 
careful with his pocket money they offer the 
maid the coins in his pockets on laundry 
day instead of a raise. Caroline stubbornly 
resists the changes in the country failing to 
improve herself with new found opportunities 
even though friends are going to school 
and trading up jobs. She is borderline self-
destructive towards most barring God and 
her own children’s dreams.
 Playwright Tony Kushner and composer 
Jeanine Tesori have attempted to tell a 
story of the times through those who accept 

Caroline, or Change at 
CenterStage
By Ben Ryland

or ignore change but the storyline only 
works on a superficial level. This is not 
an epic musical like Ragtime; this is more 
observational than reactionary and on a tiny 
scale.
 One would assume that the popularity 
of the show is based on the staging, acting 
and the dynamics of the leading lady. With 
singing and dancing laundry appliances in 
the basement they are Caroline’s connection 
with the real world and its changes, not just 
the change in the kid’s pants pockets. The 
Supremes style singing group on the radio 
and on stage moves the story along more 
than the protagonist; a device that is limited 
and ultimately unfulfilling dramatically.
 The staging here is the best part of the 
production along with the cast who can act 
and sing their underwritten roles. Directed 
by Baltimore native David Schweizer, he 
appears to know the limitations of the work 
but uses it to his best advantage. Regional 
theatre actress E. Faye Butler (fresh off 
her acclaimed run of the show in Chicago) 
breathes life into the role and sings the hell 
out of it too. Future directors take heed: 
Butler is astounding as Caroline and worth 
the price of a ticket.
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On the Screen

January is typically a time for Hollywood to unleash some 
of its dogs on an unsuspecting public, so now is the best 
time to catch up on three of the better films of a so-so 2008. 
If you’re looking for some thought-provoking drama, then 
look no further than Doubt. Based on the award-winning 
play, Doubt centers on a Catholic school in the 60s run by 
a stern nun, Sister Aloysius (Meryl Streep), who is set in 
her ways, will not embrace any kind of change, and sticks 
to an idea she gets in her head regardless of the facts. 
When young nun Sister James (Amy Adams) brings her 
suspicions about Father Flynn’s (Philip Seymour Hoffman) 
questionable behavior with a young black boy to her 
superior’s attention, Sister Aloysius is convinced the man is 
guilty despite his claims that he has just befriended the lone 
black student in the school. After a conversation with the 
Father, Sister James begins to doubt her own accusations 
but Sister Aloysius is certain, without a doubt, that the man 
is guilty and will go to any lengths to have him removed 
from her school.
 Writer/director John Patrick Shanley captures the era 
perfectly and opens up the movie enough so that it doesn’t 
just feel like a filmed stage performance. He keeps his 
camera moving and he uses enough Hitchcockian camera 
angles to keep the viewer just slightly off balance, wondering 
if the priest is innocent or if the nun has just lost touch 
with the times. The writing is excellent, and Shanley has 
an amazing cast to deliver his words.  Streep, Adams and 
Hoffman all deserve awards recognition for their realistic 
characterizations. Adams brings charm and innocence to 
Sister James, and you feel that she is genuinely shaken by 
her faith and her doubt in the accusation she has made. 
Hoffman plays the priest in such a way that one minute 
you believe something inappropriate has happened and 
the next you’re not so sure. Streep’s Aloysius is a stubborn 
old woman set in her ways, and she manages to make her 
real without tipping over into a caricature. Also worth noting 
is the touching performance of Viola Davis as the young 
boy’s mother. She only has one scene as Streep confronts 
her about the boy’s home and school life, and Davis brings 
a depth of emotion to the character that will have you 
alternately sympathizing with her and horrified by her at the 
same time. 
 Doubt is a film that is best seen with others so that you 
can sit around afterwards and discuss because Shanley 
refuses to give us any easy answers by the time the movie 
ends.
 If history is your thing, or if you just like action movies 
based on historical events, then you might want to think 
about Tom Cruise’s new film, Valkyrie. The movie is based 
on actual events during World War II when a group of 
German military officers and politicians hatched a plot to 
kill Hitler so that they could arrange a cease fire to end the 
war before Hitler destroyed Europe. 
 The film has had a rocky production history and has 
been bounced around the release schedule about four 
times before settling into its Christmas Day spot, so I had 
really been expecting a train wreck of epic proportions. 
What I got was a totally gripping, heart-pounding suspense 
film that manages to grip you by the throat and not let go 
even though you know how the story ends. 
 Director Bryan Singer builds and builds the tension 
as plots are devised, put into motion, called off at the last 
minute, and set into motion again, then when the attack 

� To Ring in the New Year 
By Chuck Duncan

fails, unbeknownst to the participants, he ratchets things up 
a notch as the SS moves in to arrest those responsible. Say 
what you will about Cruise’s personal life, the man gives a 
committed performance as the soldier disillusioned with his 
commander-in-chief (especially after an Allied attack leaves 
him disfigured). Cruise wisely chooses not to use a German 
accent, and in the tradition of those war films from the 40s 
and 50s, most of the Germans are played by Brits. Singer 
brilliantly cast some of the best British actors to surround 
Cruise but he certainly holds his own with the likes of Bill 
Nighy, Tom Wilkinson, Terrence Stamp, Eddie Izzard and 
Kenneth Branagh (in a surprisingly small supporting role). 
Valkyrie is a good old-fashioned action thriller that really 
deserves to be seen without judging it on all the baggage 
that comes with it.
 If you’re looking for something to make you laugh, cry 
and think, then The	Curious	Case	 of	Benjamin	Button is 
hands down the best film of 2008. Brad Pitt stars as Benjamin 
Button, a man who was born old and ages backwards. The 
story follows his life from the day he was born (the day 
World War I ended) and left on a doorstep after his mother 
died and his father believed he was a monster. Taken in by 
Queenie (Taraji P. Henson), a black woman running a kind 
of nursing home in New Orleans, Benjamin is regarded as 
just one of the old folks by most who see him. A young girl, 
Daisy, who visits her grandmother from time to time, senses 
there is something different about this old man who claims 
to be younger than he looks but her grandmother only sees 
wrinkled skin and forbids the girl from associating with 
him. As Benjamin grows and matures, the film follows his 
adventures at sea on a merchant ship, to Russia, through 
the aftermath of Pearl Harbor, and back home to New 
Orleans where he finally reconnects with the now mature 
Daisy (Cate Blanchett) who has a career as a dancer in 
New York. She’s moved on with her life, but Benjamin still 
only has her in his heart and she finally realizes that she 
has loved him from the time they met and they embark on 
their own relationship. The question is can this relationship 
survive as Daisy ages naturally and Benjamin physically 
regresses to childhood? The answer may leave you sobbing 
quietly in your seat.
 I’m a fan of director David Fincher’s films (Fight 
Club, Zodiac) but The	Curious	Case	 of	 Benjamin	 Button 
is without a doubt his masterpiece. The story is cleverly 
told as a flashback as we first meet the elderly Daisy as 
she lays in a hospital bed in New Orleans as Hurricane 
Katrina approaches. Her daughter Caroline (Julia Ormond) 
is asked to read from a diary written by Benjamin on the 
pretense that Daisy has never been able to finish reading 
it. Daisy, however, may have ulterior motives for asking 
Caroline to read the story of Benjamin Button. By making 
the main story a flashback, Fincher is able to film Button’s 
life more whimsically and fanciful and not have to stick to 
keeping everything ultra-realistic. The colors are brighter, 
the focus is a little softer, making many of the scenes look 
almost like a watercolor painting come to life. These scenes 
lull you into a lovely comfort zone then cut back to the harsh 
realities of the hospital room, the dying old woman and the 
horror taking place outside. Like the old woman, you want 
Caroline to continue reading the story so you can get back 
to those more romantic times.
 As for the acting, without question, Pitt gives the 

--	continued	on	page	31
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FADED IMAGE!
Saturday
January 17th 2009
Acoustic Show
$3.00 Cover

Baltimore’s Favorite
Party Band!

FRIENDS * SPIRITS * FELLOWSHIP

410.254.3785
www.blueparrotbar.com

5860 Belair Road
Baltimore, MD 21206
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Leitner Winstead

realtors
1 VILAGE SQUARE, STE.131
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OFFICE: 410.323.6000 ext 114

CELL: 410.960.8005
FAX: 410.323.0016

David R. Kelley
Huntington Title & Escrow, LLC
11515 Cronridge Drive, Suite A
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117

(800) 814-7724
(410) 654-8801 ext 713 - main phone

(410) 654-8803 - main fax
 (443) 738-1713 - direct phone

(443) 738-1743 - direct fax
www.huntingtontitle.com

1402 York Road - Suite 300
Lutherville, Maryland 21093
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First In Customer Service...

ANNE E. PALRANG
Branch Manager and Licensed Mortgage Officer
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DAVE KNIGHT
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

Expect More from
Coldwell Banker

roland Park Cross Keys
Village of Cross Keys ~ 38 Village Square

Baltimore, MD 21210
410.235.4100 (office)   410.235.2230 (fax)

443.980.1666 (cell)
dknight@cbmove.com (email)

cbmove.com/david.knight (website)

701 S.Broadway~Fells Point
Direct 410-522-6330
Office 410-675-5500

Jeff Tessmer, Jim Mikula
Professionally Serving Your Real Estate Needs in 

Baltimore City and Surrounding Counties

Brian Hannon
Coldwell Banker
Residential Brokerage
410-235-4100 - Office
410-925-9330 - Cell
410-243-2230 - Fax
bhannon@cbmove.com

“Every gray hair equals one house sold! 
In this challenging market experience 
counts!”
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Expressions

Photographer credit: Peter Palladino Palladinoimages.com | Hair and Makeup: Travis Pates

A Manhunting 
Mormon
By Nathan Chea
Thousands of gay men pray daily to the Manhunt Gods for a 
heavenly gift, but Michael Walker has taken his worshipping 
to a whole new level. The former Mormon is Manhunt’s 
newest cover model.  Is this another case of good boy 
gone wild?  Perhaps.  But this isn’t the first time Walker has 
made waves in the Mormon community. Last year, he came 
under fire when he and eleven other young Mormon men 
appeared shirtless in the “Men on a Mission” calendar.
 Walker escaped discipline then, but will he be as 
lucky this time around – especially considering he is now 
plastered all over the world’s leading gay website?  We 
chatted with the rebel Mormon to learn why he did it and 
the repercussions he expects to encounter as the new face 
of Manhunt. 

OUTloud: First, tell us about the “Men on a Mission” 
calendar.
Michael: It started out as sort of a joke, but Chad (the 
creator of the calendar) and his team were very professional 
and it is truly something that I’m proud I was a part of. 

OUTloud: Why Mr. December?
Michael:  I wondered the same thing. Chad told me that 
my picture seemed like the perfect bookend to the other 
pictures. I can’t complain. Mr. December’s a good spot.

OUTloud: Did you run into any trouble with the 
Mormon Church as a result of your involvement with 
the calendar?
Michael:  I was called by my Stake President (a local leader 
of the congregation in L.A.) but I never returned his call. I’ve 
heard that some of the other models in the calendar have 
had interviews regarding their involvement, but none have 
been ex-communicated, as far as I know.

OUTloud: The creator of the calendar, Chad Hardy, was 
ex-communicated from the church.
Michael:  My heart goes out to Chad. Not only was Chad 
excommunicated, but they decided to strip him of his 
degree from Brigham Young University. They claim that 
they excommunicated him because of reasons outside of 
the calendar; something that Chad has told me is a bold-
faced lie. It’s sad to me that all of this would happen to 
him over something so ridiculously innocent as a shirtless 
calendar. 

OUTloud: Is it true you donated your calendar earnings 
to the Ronald McDonald house?
Michael: I served a two-year mission for the church at the 
Ronald McDonald house in Buffalo. It was an incredible 
experience and I’m thrilled I was able to support them 
through this project.

OUTloud: To say the gay community and the Mormon 
Church haven’t been getting along lately is an 
understatement. What are your feelings on the recent 
rift and on Proposition 8?
Michael: This one’s tough for me. Growing up Mormon 
and gay has to be one of the most difficult social and 
spiritual conundrums anyone can be subjected to. I was 
deeply disturbed and saddened by the churches support 
of Proposition 8. Their usual non-involvement in politics 
rule was abandoned for a sickly impressive campaign that 
ended in the taking of basic fundamental rights for me and 

my friends. 

OUTloud: How has their position affected your 
relationship with the church?
Michael: It forced me to call into question everything about 
the institution I was raised a member of. While I respect 
the Mormon church for instilling the values I carry with me 
today, the passing of Proposition 8 has caused me to lose 
my affinity for the church and left me feeling almost like 
I’ve lost a good friend or family member. It was the final 
straw that caused me to finally say “you’re not Mormon any 
more.” 

OUTloud: You’ve left the Mormon church?
Michael: I had to. But that being said, I hope that people 
understand that there are many, many good and decent 
members of the Mormon church that understand our 
struggle and support us in every way.  

OUTloud: How did you become the face of 
MANHUNT?  
Michael: I have been an on-and-off member of Manhunt 
since I came out, about a year after my mission. They 
asked and I said yes. 

OUTloud: Had you done any modeling prior to the 
MANHUNT shoot?
Michael: I was signed with Wilhelmina Models for about 
ten years, so I’d done random projects here and there.

OUTloud: How was the photo-shoot?
Michael: The shoot was very professional and relaxed. 
When I first arrived, I was adamant about not doing any 
shots in my underwear, but somehow they soon convinced 
me otherwise (laughs). Everyone was really nice and did 
what they could to make me feel comfortable. 

OUTloud: All our readers are dying to know…are you 
single?
Michael: Yes. Single. My profile on Manhunt is a little 
different than a lot of the others you’ll find on the site, since 
I am primarily relationship-oriented. I’m a serial dater, but 
haven’t found him yet.
OUTloud: Being the new face of Manhunt definitely 
raises your exposure.
Michael: That’s a good. I think.

Nathan	Chea	is	a	writer	with	www.ManhuntDaily.com.

Candid shot of Michael preparing for Manhunt shoot
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Single Carrot Theatre Hosts 
Fundraiser for House of Ruth
Single Carrot Theatre will staged a reading of the City 
Paper column Murder Ink, by Anna Ditkoff at the Theatre 
Project (45 W. Preston St.) on Jan. 9 at 7:30 p.m.
 Ditkoff’s column documents all murders that take place 
within Baltimore City. She factually accounts murders 
committed, as made public by the Baltimore Police, 
and provides legal updates of previous murders as the 
information becomes available. 
 For the second time, Single Carrot is compiling Ditkoff’s 
2008 columns, giving a comprehensive view of Baltimore’s 
annual murder rate. The reading will not dramatize the 
murders, but rather, the text will be objectively spoken by 
actors. Single Carrot brings this compilation of non-fiction 
to the stage to explore the stories without bias.
 “Watching the show will not be easy. I think the audience 
should expect some emotion to surface: sadness, fear, 
love,” says Jessica Garret, director of Murder Ink. “But the 
point of Murder Ink is not to punish the audience. Baltimore 
does not belong to any one person more than any other and 
we must share the failures as well as the successes, and 
to that end we must come together to mourn and celebrate 
our fallen brothers and sisters so that we can collectively 
move forward.”
 A talkback will follow the performance in order to give 
the audience an opportunity to discuss the issues, feelings 
and reactions raised by the performance. Talkback panelists 

include Anna Ditkoff, Ed Norris, and a representative 
from House of Ruth. All proceeds from ticket sales will be 
donated to House of Ruth, an organization specializing in 
advocacy and assistance for victims of domestic violence.

TICKETS
All tickets $5 
Box Office: 443-844-9253
boxoffice@singlecarrot.com
www.singlecarrot.com

Event

Open Studio Day at Bromo Seltzer Arts 
Tower

The Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower will hold an Open 
Studio Day on Thursday, January 1� from �-9pm.  
During the event, visitors can enjoy the exceptional art 
from local and regional artists. Participating painters, 
photographers, sculptors and more will open their 
studios for an up-close view of their workspace and 
artistic creations. Guests can purchase original pieces 
or take a tour of the newly renovated tower.  Bromo 
Seltzer Arts Tower is located at 21 S. Eutaw Street.  
This event is presented by Mayor Sheila Dixon and 
produced by the Baltimore Office of Promotion & The 
Arts.
 The Bromo Seltzer Arts Tower has stood for more 
than 95 years.  Today, it houses visual and literary 
artists and offers visitors the opportunity to buy 
innovative artwork from featured artists.  This month’s 
artists are Najwa Al-amin (oil & acrylic), Milton Allette 
(acrylic), W. Scott Broadfoot (oil), Barbara Bryan 
(playwright), Linda Day-Clark (digital photography), 
John David Ehlers, Jr. (oil, acrylic, and charcoal), 
Brian Glazer Gerber (oil & acrylic), Keith Haller (oil, 
acrylic and watercolor), Kevin Haller (oil, acrylic 
and watercolor), Meaghan Harrison (mixed media), 
Cyhthia S. Padgett (oils & pastels), Pearl Regmi (oil, 
acrylic and watercolor), Sarah Richards (writer print & 

--	continued	on	page	31
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BALTIMORE

Caroline, or Change
NOW-Jan. 18
CENTERSTAGE
410.332.003
www.centerstage.org

The Homecoming
Jan. 16 - Feb. 15
Fells Point Corner Theatre 
410.276.7634 | www.fpct.org

London Suite
Jan 9 - Feb 1
SPOTLIGHTERS 
410.752.1225
www.spotlighters.org

The Eagle Has Landed
Jan 29 - Feb 8
Theatre Project
410-752-8558 
www.theatreproject.org

I Am My Own wife
Jan 14 - Feb 22
EVERYMAN THEATRE
410.752.2208 
www.everymantheatre.org

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
Jan. 6 - Jan. 18
Hippodrome Theatre
410-837-7400
www.france-merrickpac.com

 
 

The Fantasticks
Now - Jan 24
The Bay Theatre Company 
410-268-1333
www.baytheatre.com

Two Rooms 
Jan 2 - Jan 18
Colonial Players
410.268.7373
www.cplayers.com

Next to Normal
Now - Jan 18
Arena Player’s
410-728-6500
www.arenastage.org

The Butterfingers Angel, Mary & Joseph, 
Herod the Nut, & The Slaughter of 12 Hit 
Carols in a Pear Tree
NOW - Jan.4, 2009
Rep Stage’s
410-772-4900 | www.repstage.org

DC

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind
Dec 15- Jan. 4
Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company
202-393-3939
www.woollymammoth.net

GREY GARDENS
NOW - Jan 11
The Studio Theatre
202-332-3300
www.studiotheatre.org

 Twelfth Night
NOW - Jan 4
Shakespeare Theatre Company
Sidney Harman Hall
202.547.1122
www.shakespearetheatre.org

Theodore Bikel in Sholom Aleichem 
Laughter Through Tears:
Dec. 17- Jan. 11
Theater J
(202) 518-9400.
www.washingtondcjcc.org

 Les Misérables
NOW - Jan. 25
Signature Theatre’s
703- 820-9771
www.sig-online.org

The Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts Theatre

The Music of Andrew Lloyd Webber
Dec 23- Jan 4
Eisenhower Theater

Legally Blonde The Musical
NOW - Jan 11
Opera House

Goodnight Moon and The Runaway Bunny
Dec 27- Jan 4
Terrace Theater
202-467-4600
www.kennedy-center.org

 
 

DINNER THEATRE

Dial M for Murder
NOW thru Mar. 15
Lorenzo’s Timonium Dinner Theatre.
410-560-1113
www.timoniumdinnertheatre.com

 Phantom of the Opera
NOW - March
Oregon Ridge Dinner Theatre
410-771-8427
www.baltimoreactorstheatre.org

 Mid-Life, the CRISIS Musical
NOW-Feb. 2009
Toby’s Columbia
410-995-1969

Sophisticated Ladies
Jan. 15- Mar. 15
Toby’s Baltimore
410-649-1660
www.tobysdinnertheatre.com

Medieval Times
Dinner and Tourament
1-888-WE-JOUST (1-888-935-6878)
www.medievaltimes.com

Witness For The Prosecution
Jan 4 - Mar. 16
Lazy Susan Dinner Theatre
(703) 550-7384
www.lazysusan.com

 EVITA
Jan. 16 - Mar.16
Way Off Broadway Dinner TheatreOff 

Broadway Dinner T
(301) 662-6600.
www.wayoffbroadway.com

Peter Pan
NOW- Jan. 25,
Riverside Dinner Theatre
(540) 370-4300
www.rsdinnertheater.com

 I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change
NOW- Feb.21
The Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre
717-898-1900.
www.dutchapple.com

 The Blair Mansion Inn
Mansion Mysteries
301.588.1688
www.blairmansion.com

CHILDREN THEATRE

Rapunzel
Jan 24- April 25
Way Off Broadway Dinner Theatre Off 
Broadway
(301) 662-6600 | www.wayoffbroadway.com

Peter Pan
NOW-Jan 25
Riverside Dinner Theatre
(540) 370-4300 | www.rsdinnertheater.com

 Holes
Feb 6 - Mar 29
Adventure Theatre
301- 634-2270 | www.adventuretheatre.org

Theatre Listings
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Leather Line
Well it is that time of year 
again. Time to get out 
those “art” calendars 
that you received over 
the holidays and mark 
down some of the big 
events coming in 2009. 
You know someone 
recently ask me if I 

had ever been in a COLT calendar. I was 
surprised they recognized me- you could 
barely see me behind Johnny Unitas. 
 Of course the Leather Season 
always starts with Mid-Atlantic Leather in 
Washington, D.C. on January 16-18. This 
year’s theme is “Leather Legacy” and 
celebrates 25 years of MAL. There will be 
the wonderful “Leather Cocktails” with tons 
of food and open bar, the huge Leather Mart 
at the Washington Plaza Hotel, the MAL 
Brunch and Contest at the Almas Temple, 
and the Reaction Dance at the 9:30 Club. 
This is one of the best weekends of the 
year. Leather people come from over all the 
country, but for folks in Baltimore it is just a 
short drive. Checkout www.leatherweekend.
com for all the details. 
 February brings the 38th annual 
Scarlet’s Bake Sale Benefit at the D.C. Eagle 
on Feb. 7. I am excited to be on the board 
this year and there are lots of surprises 
planned. Plus, you never know what our 
area leather clubs will come up with as they 
try to bake the most interesting cake.
 The annual BLADEAF (Baltimore 
Leather Association of the Deaf) weekend 
and the Mr. Baltimore Deaf Leather, Ms. 
Baltimore Deaf Leather, and Baltimore 
Deaf Leatherboy 2009 Contest will be held 
on February 13-14 at the Baltimore Eagle. 
BLADEAF is incredible and their members 
are everywhere. Although their annual 
contest is always well attended, I hope 
to see even more support from our Mid-
Atlantic area clubs this year. If you want to 
go some place a little warmer on February 
13-15 check out the Mr. SECC (Southeast 
Conference of Clubs) Leather 2009 Contest 
at the Parliament Resort in Augusta, Ga. 
(details at www.secclubs.org)
 March 19-22 brings the International 
Ms. Leather 2009 and International Ms. 
Bootblack 2009 Contest in San Francisco. 
New this year will be “Temptation” the BDSM 
Dance Party. Registration is now open. Visit 
www.IMsL.org for all the details. 
 April with bring the ShipMates’ 
35th Anniversary Dinner. (details will be 
announced soon!)  On April 23-26 much 

of the gang will return to Cleveland for 
CLAW 2009 (Cleveland Leather Awareness 
Weekend). If you have never been to the 
bars in Cleveland you are in for a pleasant 
surprise. This popular event includes the 
International Leather Family Dinner, the 
RECON Reflex Warehouse Party, a big 
leather vendor mart, skills workshops, the 
4th Annual BD/SM Art Show, field trips to 
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Cleveland 
Police Museum, the Leather & Rouge 
Review at the Grid Nightclub (the Hippo of 
Cleveland) and more! Go to clawinfo.org to 
sign up now! 
 May will be the big month with the 
Mid-Atlantic LeatherSIR 2009, Mid-Atlantic 
Leatherboy 2009, Mid-Atlantic Community 
Boot Black 2009 and new this year Mid-
Atlantic Leather Woman 2009 Contest held 
right here in Baltimore on May 1-3 at the 
Hippo. There is no Maryland preliminary 
this year so this will be the contest, with 
the LeatherSIR, Leatherboy, and Boot 
Black titleholders going to San Francisco 
in October for the International LeatherSIR, 
Leatherboy, and Community Boot Black 
Contest. May 15-17, 2009 is Excelsior’s 
34th Anniversary. The theme this year is: 
“Lockup: Men Behind Bars”. It will be held 
up in Fire Island with The Belvedere Guest 
House providing accommodations. Of 
course May also brings the biggest contest 
of them all, International Mr. Leather 2009 
over the Memorial Day Weekend. Chicago 
will be packed for the 31st annual event. The 
Hilton Chicago will be the host hotel with the 
victory celebration at House of Blues, and 
the Black & Blue Ball at Excalibur. 
 Last year American Brotherhood 
Weekend moved from spring in D.C. to 
summer in New Orleans. It was a big hit. 
However, if you missed it you have another 
chance. ABW 2009 will be held in the “Big 
Easy” on July 10-12. The beautiful Omni 
Royal Orleans Hotel in the heart of the 
French Quarter will once again be the host 
hotel. Plan to be in New Orleans as American 
Leatherman 2009, American Leatherwoman 
2009, and American Leatherboy 2009, and 
American Leathergirl 2009 are selected.  
Go to americanbrotherhood.com for more 
information.
 Of course these are only a few of the 
events coming in 2009. It should be an 
exciting year. 2009 is all about change so 
treat yourself and go to a leather event that 
you have not attended previously. Have 
wonderful New Year!

Home Delivery: It’s FREE
Sign up today at BaltimoreOUTloud.com
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LEON’S

COCONUT’S

THE DRINKERY
photos by Skip Koritzer
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The Blue Parrot

Grand Central
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Real Estate Today

The passing of the old 
year and the beginning 
of the new is a great 
time to look forward and 
try to predict where the 

road ahead will take us. So as 2009 trudges 
onward, here are a few things to think about 
and look out for, and what the new year 
might hold for the local real estate market.

Consumer Confidence
This index gets reported monthly and is an 
attempt to measure the level of optimism 
in the general public’s mind. I think its an 
important leading indicator of how the 
economy in general, and the real estate 
market in particular, will fare in the months 
ahead. People don’t buy houses if they 
are worried about their jobs, their financial 
stability, and whether their property will 
appreciate in the mid- to long-term. After 
the nation gets a new President, I think this 
indicator will begin to rise -- especially if the 
new administration is able to get a stimulus 
package in place and mortgage interest 
rates, either naturally or artificially, are kept 
low.

 

Looking Ahead to 2009
By Wayne Curtis

The Change We Needed
Aside from the stimulus and mortgage 
interest rate support mentioned above, the 
incoming Obama Administration also will 
need to get a handle on last fall’s financial 
industry bailout: where that money has 
gone, and why banks are not using it to make 
existing home mortgages more secure and 
new lending a bit easier to get. The current 
Treasury Department “oversight,” from all 
public appearances, has not been enforcing 
the terms and spirit of the legislation that 
made the funds available. For housing to 
stabilize and begin to recover, troubled 
mortgage assets have to be addressed. 
That’s where this crisis began, and that’s 
also where I believe the solution will begin. 

BRAC
We’ve been hearing a lot about Base Re-
Alignment and Closure for several years, 
but according to the impact study prepared 
for the Department of Labor back in 2006, 
this is the year we should actually start to 
see some significant impact of these jobs 
moving to Maryland. The numbers are 
impressive: between now and 2015 there 
should be 14,000 new jobs on the bases at 
Aberdeen Proving Ground and Fort Meade, 

plus thousands more support jobs created 
by the move of these new professionals. 
Based on past base closure experience, 
at least 5,000 of those on-base jobs and 
thousands more of the support positions 
should be filled by relocating personnel, 
the rest will most likely be filled by new 
hires. That’s thousands of new households, 
many of them buying homes in Maryland. 
Thousands more of those new hires from 
the local population might also decide the 
new job and higher salary make a new 
house possible. 
 These figures are conservative; the 
government impact report actually predicts 
that there could be an even greater impact 
on local housing. However, since it was 
written in 2006 the economic downturn and 
the housing crisis were not factored into its 
predictions, so a healthy skepticism might 
be in order.
 Since Baltimore and its surroundings 
have some of the most affordable housing 
in the region, we should see some increase 
in activity in those areas closest to the two 
bases in question: the Aberdeen area of 
Harford County, the east sides of Baltimore 
County and Baltimore City, and the 

southwestern neighborhoods of the city and 
adjacent areas in Anne Arundel County. 

Pent-Up Demand
Baltimore’s real estate market started 
weakening in late 2006 and early 2007, 
which means we have been in a difficult 
environment for two years. That uncertainty 
persuaded people to delay making decisions 
and taking action, keeping them out of the 
real estate market long after they felt the 
need to change their living situation. 
 That pent-up demand can only be held 
back for so long before the need to make 
a change becomes overwhelming, so I 
believe that 2009 will see some of those 
people finally moving forward. 
 Wayne	 Curtis,	 ABR	 has	 been	 a	
licensed	real	estate	professional	with	Long	
and	 Foster	 Real	 Estate,	 Inc.	 since	 1998.	
You can get more information about him 
and the real estate process, and subscribe 
to his real estate blog, at his website, www.
CharmCityRealEstate.com.  Have a question 
you’d like answered in future columns? 
Email Wayne at charmcityrealestate@
verizon.net.
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FOR ADVERTISING AND DEADLINE INFO PLEASE CALL 410-244-��80.

Part Time Account Managers

Payment and Sales Representatives

 As part of our expansion program, Millennium Magic Llc is in need of people to 
work as  part time account managers, payment and sales representatives, it pays a 
minimum of $3000 a month plus benefits and takes only a little of your time. Please 
contact us for more details...  
 Requirements - Should be a computer literate. 2-3 hours access to the internet 
weekly. Must be Honest and Loyal. Must be Efficient and Dedicated. 
 If you are interested and need more information, Contact Michael J Sloan, Email: 
mjsloan05@gmail.com

Position: Director of Development
Organization: Moveable Feast, Inc.
Location:  Baltimore, Maryland
Date posted:  December �, 2008

Development Director:  Moveable Feast is a non profit agency who mission is to 
provide nutritionally balanced, homed-delivered meals to people with HIV/AIDS and 
other life-threatening conditions in the greater Baltimore-metro area, in order to help 
these individuals maintain their quality of life. M Feast is seeking a Development 
Director to provide leadership and management for its $2.3m fundraising/resource 
development initiatives.  The Director will supervise two individuals, and be responsible 
for the oversight of the Major Gifts program, events, direct mail appeals, newsletter 
and on-line communications and donations, database management, cultivating new 
and existing relationships of corporate and foundation donors, and coordination of 
grants applications. The Director of Development reports to the Executive Director. 
Moveable Feast is an EOE. 

Qualifications:  Minimum BA (MA preferred) in communications, marketing or related 
fields. At least 5 years experience in related fields, with a concentration on Major 
Gifts. Experience in nonprofit organization development with excellent skills in: 
planning and organizational skills, written and oral communication, strategic planning, 
analysis and problem solving, multi task, and ability to motivate and inspire others. 
Proven track record in building relationships with all levels of agency resources and  
fundraising. Demonstrated appreciation for diversity, team player, and commitment 
to the mission of Moveable Feast.  Must be proficient in word, spreadsheets and 
database management.   

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume and references by e mail 
only to: tbonderenko@mfeast.org.

Salary commensurate with experience

Visit us on the web at www.Mfeast.orgradio), Yvonne Thomas (photography) and 
Patricia Truitt (oil & acrylic). 
 This historic structure, which is listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places, 
was modeled after the Palazzo Vecchio in 
Florence, Italy. 
 www. bromoseltzerartstower.com. 

STUDIO TOUR
--	Continued	from	page	25

FILM
--	Continued	from	page	19

performance of his career as he plays 
Button from childhood to an adult with the 
help of some truly amazing special effects 
and makeup. As the young Benjamin, Pitt is 
the size of a child with the face and body of 
a withered old man and his interaction with 
the other actors is simply amazing.  After 
the initial “how’d they do that?” you really 
never think about it again. You just accept 
that what you see is real because the acting 
is so good. Fincher has perfectly cast the 
film with Pitt, Blanchett, Henson and Tilda 
Swinton all giving remarkable performances 
But beyond the main players, Fincher’s 
supporting cast is also beyond reproach 
from the elderly folks Button grows up with 
to the men he goes to sea with, each and 
every actor give 110% to their roles, no 
matter how big or small they are.  
 Back to the effects, Pitt and Blanchett 
both have to age, and when we first see the 
adult Daisy, Blanchett’s skin is smooth and 
luminous and she ages to her actual look 
and then to old age. Pitt goes from old to 
young and at one point he looks exactly 
like the young Brad Pitt who first burst onto 
the scene in “Thelma and Louise.”  These 
types of effects have been tried before, 
most notably in the last X-Men movie where 
they tried to make Ian McKellan and Patrick 
Stewart look 20 years younger but ended up 
making them look like they had wax masks 
on, so to see both the very young Pitt and 
Blanchett and to accept the looks without 
question is amazing. 
 I really can’t say enough about this 
movie, and it really needs to be seen 
to be truly appreciated.  Some critics 
have been critical of the nearly three-
hour running time, but how can you 
condense a lifetime into something 
less? If you let the story grab you from 
the beginning as Caroline starts to read 
the diary, you’ll become immersed in 
the world of Benjamin Button and you’ll 
end up wanting more by the time it’s all 
over.  Hollywood certainly saved the 
best for last in 2008!  Let’s hope we 
don’t have to wait another 12 months for 
more terrific films!  All the best to you in 
2009!
For more reviews and movie release 
information, be sure to check out Chuck’s 
MySpace page at www.myspace.com/
nowshowingtv.

Home Delivery: 
It’s FREE

Sign up today at 
BaltimoreOUTloud.com
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