
and Grammy [laughs]! I donʼt think a lot of 
people know that the rules for Grammys 
changed a few years ago. The show that 
wins the Grammy – the leads in the show 
actually get a Grammy (too).

GS: Do you have a place of honor for 
all your awards?

BP: Iʼm working on it. I just got an apart-
ment. I actually didnʼt just 
get it – Iʼve been here for a 
year. But Iʼve been a little 
busy [laughs]. Iʼm finally 
designing it and painting 
it and getting furniture and 
hanging things on walls; 

doing that kind of stuff. I have a designer 
who is helping me out. There will be a place 
for them. Right now the Tony is just sitting 
on a decorative tray under my television. I 
donʼt even have the Grammy yet.

BY STEVE CHARING
We are familiar with Equality Marylandʼs 
work in helping to bring about marriage 
equality and gender identity non-discrim-
ination that had been enacted into law 
in Maryland. Yet, even with those two 
landmark achievements, the work is not 
finished as Marylanders still need to be 
educated on matters affecting the LGBT 
community. 

After observing Keith Thirion, the direc-
tor of advocacy and programs for Equality 
Maryland, deliver training to youth service 
providers in Prince Georgeʼs County, Car-
lotta Wade of PG Countyʼs Department of 
Parks and Recreation invited him to pres-
ent training to the departmentʼs coordina-
tors of the teen program. 

For many service providers like PG 
County Parks and Recreation and many 
youth-serving groups or agencies, Thirion 
notes that “the training was spurred by 

continue to experience preju-
dice and discrimination, espe-
cially particularly vulnerable 
people in our community like 
youth, LGBT people of color 
and transgender Maryland-
ers,” Thirion told Baltimore 

OUTloud. “Achiev-
ing marriage equal-
ity and an inclusive 
state-wide anti-dis-
crimination law were 
important in ensuring 
legal rights for LGBT 
Marylanders, and 
now the work must 

continue to change hearts 
and minds.” 

According to a document 
prepared by Equality Mary-
land, the organization “offers a 

Changing Hearts and Minds 
an observed need of seeing more LGBT 
people, especially youth, within the popu-
lations they serve and wanting to ensure 
their program is a safe space.”

Between 60 and 70 individuals attend-
ed the well-received session earlier in the 
month at the Largo Kettering Perrywood 
Community Center. 
The focus of the train-
ing, says Thirion, was 
“to make safer spaces 
for LGBT youth that 
participate in their pro-
grams; how to be more 
welcoming.”

The Equality Mary-
land training session in PG County was 
one of many that have been taking place 
around the state and more are on the hori-
zon. “The need for increased public educa-
tion and trainings is clear as lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender Marylanders 

Keith Thirion
credit: Steve Charing
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Billy
Porter

Equality Maryland 
seeks to educate 
through statewide 

training

BY GREGG SHAPIRO
Billy Porter is a true hyphen-
ate. Heʼs a singer. Heʼs 
a dancer (in high-heeled, 
thigh-high boots, no less). 
Heʼs an actor. Heʼs a song-
writer. Heʼs a playwright. 
Is there anything he canʼt 
do? Did I mention that he 
dances, nightly on Broad-
way, in high-heeled, thigh-
high boots? Porter, who won 
a Tony (and several other 
awards) for his portrayal of 
Lola in the acclaimed stage 
musical adaptation of the 
British film Kinky Boots, has 

just put out his first new studio album, 
Billyʼs Back on Broadway (Concord) in al-
most ten years. On it, Porter revisits the 
Broadway songbook, old and new, and 
comes up with refreshing and appealing 
interpretations of legendary 
show tunes. I spoke with Billy 
about the disc, Kinky Boots, 
and more. Porter performs 
songs from Billyʼs Back on 
Broadway and more in Live 
From Lincoln Center airing on April 3 at 9 
p.m. ET on PBS. 

Gregg Shapiro: Billy, I want to begin 
by congratulating you on winning the 
Tony and Drama Desk for your portrayal 
of Lola in Kinky Boots. 

Billy Porter: And Outer Critics Circle 

Warm and Fuzzy

An interview with 
singer/actor 
Billy Porter
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Talking LGBT Issues with Jill Stein
BY BONNIE LANE
Jill Stein, former 2012 Green Party presi-
dential candidate, has launched an explor-
atory campaign for the 2016 U.S. presi-
dential race. It means that Stein is testing 

the waters to see if people in the LGBTQ 
communities as well as other communities 
want to come together in a critical mass to 
join her efforts. “Mainstream political par-
ties explore by seeing who can bring the 
most money when choosing presidential 
candidates,” according to Stein.

She is asking, “Could a campaign 
based on the issues people face every 
day in the LGBTQ communities – as well 

as communities of color, the poor, the 
homeless, the unemployed, students, and 
victims of police brutality – be of interest? 
Would you join us? Help get the justice you 
deserve?” Stein wants to lift up the voices 
of these people.

What will Jill Stein do to help the pas-
sage of ENDA?

The Employment Non-Discrimination 

Act (ENDA) is legislation proposed in the 
U.S. Congress that would prohibit discrimi-
nation in hiring and employment on the ba-
sis of sexual orientation or gender identity 
by employers with at least 15 employees. 

Stein said that ENDA and a whole slew 
of laws for basic survival by people in the 
LGBTQ community are on the table. She 
is working to build a coalition to see that 
ENDA and similar laws get passed. “Only 
by bringing everyone to the table in a unify-

Bonnie Lane and Jill Stein

ing coalition for democracy can we hope to 
get laws like this passed,” she said. 

“Unfortunately, discrimination of basic 
human and survival rights, like those that 
ENDA would help solve have become the 
new normal. We have gone as far as we 
can go under the watch of cutthroat politi-
cians and corporate capitalism.” 

On same-sex marriage, Alabama Su-
preme Court Chief Justice Roy Moore 
(R) doubled down on February 15 on his 
decision to ignore a federal ruling allow-
ing same-sex marriage in the state, while 
one of the probate judges defying him ex-
pressed confidence that he was “on the 
right side of history.” 

Despite Mooreʼs orders to the contrary, 
at least 50 of Alabamaʼs 67 counties de-
cided by Friday to issue licenses to same-
sex couples.

“When federal law is in conflict with 
state law, federal law wins out,” President 
Barack Obama said last week in an inter-
view with BuzzFeed, adding, “I think the 
courts at the federal level will have some-
thing to say to him.” 

Stein had this to say about Alabamaʼs 
recent same-sex marriage law rulings: 
“The biases of an old judge should not 
be allowed to stand. The public and oth-
er judges who agree with the Supreme 
Courtʼs ruling should put pressure on him. I 
think we have a clear system of laws when 
civil rights and democracy are at stake 
they must be enforced.” t

“We have gone as far 
as we can go under 

the watch of cutthroat 
politicians and 

corporate capitalism.” 
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breadth of resources to help educate com-
munities, businesses, congregations and 
more on LGBT issues. From an LGBT 101 
session introducing basic issues, such as 
terminology and issues important to our com-
munity to trainings on speci c topics such as 
transgender equality, our staff can offer pro-
grams and guest speakers appropriate for a 
variety of audiences.”

Besides LGBT 101 and Transgender 
101, other topics covered by these train-
ing initiatives include: diversity in the LGBT 
community, creating welcoming spaces for 
LGBT people, LGBT policies and politics in 
Maryland, LGBT issues beyond marriage and 
anti-discrimination laws, and organizing and 
campaigning for pro-LGBT policies in your 
institution and in your com-
munity.

“Many of the trainings 
show the importance of 
passing laws as an impe-
tus for increasing public 
education about the lived 
realities of LGBT people,” 
explains Thirion. “Many recent requests came 
from associations or employers aware of the 
Fairness for All Marylanders Act going into ef-
fect and wanting to learn more about the law 
and how to create non-discriminatory envi-
ronments; or the law being the impetus for ba-
sic education training theyʼve wanted to hold.”

The content of the training is usually inter-
active, and Thirion employs multimedia, such 
as videos or other tools, whenever possible. 
All the training sessions are tailored for the 
speci c needs of the audience, but generally 
include the following:

• participatory exercise or storytelling 
(video or in-person) to introduce concepts of 
sexual orientation and/or gender identity and 
who LGBT people are

• terms and de nitions (gender identity, 
gender expression, transgender, sexual ori-

NEWS // LOCAL
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CHANGING
HEARTS AND MINDS

– continued from page 1 entation, etc.) – explaining these terms in-
cludes reinforcing that everyone has a gen-
der identity/sexual orientation

• challenges LGBT people face, either 
generally with discrimination or speci c to 
relevant audience (i.e., issues LGBT youth 
face in schools, discrimination against trans-
gender people in housing and employment) 
– statistics accompanied with storytelling/
anecdotes

• resilience of LGBT people / putting a 
positive face to the LGBT community when 
discrimination is addressed

• relevant laws or policies depending on 
the audience

• bene ts of creating safer spaces for 
LGBT people

• ways to be an individual ally/advocate 
for LGBT people. 

Depending on the 
audienceʼs starting point, 
the training involves ei-
ther: 1) basic strategies 
and best practices for 
making your space safer 
for LGBT people or 2) 
moving your organiza-

tion / business / group from tolerance to pro-
active welcoming of LGBT people.

Equality Maryland has trained over 800 
people at dozens of training sessions includ-
ing law enforcement and corrections staff; 
foster care parents and agencies, youth 
service-providers in Prince Georgeʼs, Mont-
gomery, and Baltimore Counties and Balti-
more City; Maryland Realtors Association; 
healthcare providers; domestic violence 
advocates (House of Ruth); congregations 
and places of worship; and others. For some 
of these, co-presenters, such as health-
care professionals, youth, FreeState Legal 
Project staff, Chase Brexton staff, etc. are 
brought in to assist.

Future concrete plans include a train-
ing for the Human Relations Commission in 
Prince Georgeʼs County, staff at additional 
youth-serving agencies, continuing to work 
with the Prince Georgeʼs Parks and Rec-
reation teen program, multiple schools and 
faith communities, and any opportunities for 
those who are interested. 

Says Thirion of the initiative: “Weʼre 
excited to expand trainings and workshops 
about who LGBT Marylanders are and how 
to create safe spaces, from Montgomery 
County and Baltimore to Western Maryland 
and the Eastern Shore, to work toward a 
Maryland that embraces everyone, where 
LGBT Marylanders are free to live their full 
lives without fear of discrimination.”

For more information or to request a 
customized training program or session, e-
mail info@equalitymaryland.org. t
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Prime Timers of Baltimore is a chap-
ter of Prime Timers World Wide, a group 
of older gay or bisexual men (and younger 
men who admire mature men). Their mem-
bers are men who have chosen to have 
their social lives enriched by the many di-
verse activities in which the members en-
gage. 

For further information, call 410-252-
7239, or contact Prime Timers at info@
ptbalto.org

Chase Brexton Health Services, Inc. 
is a private, non-profit federally qualified 
community-health center with locations 
in Baltimore City, and Baltimore, Howard, 
Anne Arundel, and Talbot Counties.  Learn 
more at Chasebrexton.org. 

SAGE (Services and Advocacy for 
GLBT Elders) is the countryʼs largest and 
oldest organization dedicated to improving 
the lives of older LGBT adults. More at Sa-
geusa.org. t  – Steve Charing

The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgen-
der Community Center of Baltimore and Cen-
tral Maryland (GLCCB) will be hosting writing 
workshops on March 3rd and 10th. Author 
Mike Warren will be leading the workshop 
sessions focusing on how to write and pub-
lish a book.

Warren, who has penned and self-pub-
lished a number of novels, is the recipient of 
the Marilyn Brown / Slyce the Book Club King 
of Literature 2015 Award. Among his works 
are: A Private Affair, Sweet Swagger, Sir Yes 

Sir, Just Make Him Beautiful, Timing is Every-
thing, and The Cool in You. 

“People will be surprised to learn that they 
can publish their own books and it doesnʼt 
take a lot of money,” Warren told Baltimore 
OUTloud. “The only thing that a writer has to 
pay for to publish their own book is the fee for 
an editor to review and make corrections of 
their manuscript and a fee for a graphic artist 
to do their book cover, spine, and back cover. 
Itʼs that easy.”

A Baltimore resident, Warren is the father 
of ve grown children and has been in a lov-
ing relationship with his partner for ve years.

The free workshops take place from 6 to 
9 p.m. at the GLCCB’s third oor suite of the 
Waxter Center, 1000 Cathedral Street, Bal-
timore. For more information, call 410-777-
8145.  t

 – Steve Charing

Those attending the PFLAG-Westminster / 
Carroll County Valentineʼs dance on a frigid 
February 15 felt a warm sense of accomplish-
ment while enjoying the music, decorations, 
refreshments, and prizes. For the second 
year in a row, the chapter was successful 
in requesting the public school system in 
Westminster to display iers from the event 
throughout the middle and high schools in the 
city. 

While this may not be viewed by some 
as a signi cant breakthrough, consider that 
Carroll County is among the more socially 
conservative jurisdictions in Maryland. For in-
stance, the state upheld same-sex marriage 
in a referendum in 2012 by a 52-48 percent 

Nate Sweeney, executive director of the 
LGBT Health Resource Center (LHRC) 
of Chase Brexton Health Care will be the 
guest speaker at the Prime Timers of Balti-
more general monthly meeting on March 8. 
It will take place at 6 p.m. at St. Markʼs Lu-

theran Church at St. Paul & 20th Streets. 
Sweeney, 36, a former caregiver and 

administrator for senior citizen rehabilita-
tion and nursing communities, will describe 
the recently announced Chase Brexton 
LHRC, which will help LGBT individuals 
find and connect with the expert medical 
and behavioral health services they need 
with culturally competent providers, sup-
port and programming for seniors, trans-
gender counseling, and more. It will also 
support other organizations in the region to 
help them more effectively serve the LBGT 
community. 

He will also head the implementation 
of SAGECAP (Services & Advocacy for 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender El-
ders – Caring and Preparing) in Maryland. 
SAGECAP aims to provide a welcoming 
community that helps caregivers navigate 
their own current and future needs by of-
fering counseling, support groups, educa-
tional seminars, online resources, informa-
tion about benefits, and help for caregivers 
planning for their own future. The program 
is currently operating in Washington, D.C., 
and 17 states.

Also speaking at the meeting will be 
Bethany Henderson, program manager 
with SAGECAP. 

“Health subjects are a major concern 
for older persons and gay men have spe-
cial issues,” says Ralph Welsh, president 
of Prime Timers. “When Chase Brexton of-
fers assistance in this area, it is important 
to be aware of what is available.”

NEWS // LOCAL

margin; Carroll County voters opposed it by 
56 to 44 percent.

The ier provided information about 
the dance and advertises that both LGBTQ 
and straight allies are invited to attend. At 
PFLAGʼs request, Carey Gaddis, supervi-
sor of community and media relations in the 
Carroll County Public Schools system, asked 
the schools in an email to allow the ier to be 
displayed. 

“The e-mail was sent to principals in mid-
dle and high schools and was very nice and 
supportive and basically directed the schools 
to allow these iers to be left for distribution,” 
Joy Fisher, the chapterʼs new president, told 
Baltimore OUTloud. 

“I think this is going to be a good year 
with the school board. There seems to be 
many allies in the group. This will be a slow 
and steady movement, but it is de nitely a 
positive movement and it feels like we nally 
may have some folks who really hear us and 
understand the importance and need to sup-
port our LGBT children in the school system,” 
Fisher says.

The event was co-sponsored by the 
Westminster PFLAG chapter, the Rainbow 
Book Club and St. Paulʼs United Church of 
Christ. t  – Steve Charing

Chase Brexton’s 
Sweeney to Speak at 

Prime Timers 

Nate Sweeney

Mike 
Warren

Writing Workshops 
to be Held 

at the GLCCB

Valentine’s Dance 
in Westminster 

Highlights Progress

At the Valentineʼs Dance
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Fellow DJ Jimmy P, a resident of Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, added, “Mark was a 
down-to-earth and really fun guy. He was 
one of the Saintʼs stable of hugely talented 
DJs. We became friends in the 90s and 
would meet Saturdays at the Eagle Nest 
NYC and spend time joking and laughing 
the night away. Sometimes he would come 
to hear me DJ on Fridays. I was so hon-
ored. His favorite expression was ʻDollʼ this 
& that. 

“Time and distance separated us but 
we reconnected through a music sharing 
group based in Fort Lauderdale and then 
through Facebook. I last chatted with him 
about two months ago. All I can say is: 

ʻDoll…you left your musical mark on many; 
you were a really great DJ, man and a 
good friend. Doll…you will be missed.ʼ” 

A Memorial Service for Mark will take 
place on his birthday, Sunday, May 31 at 4 
p.m. It will be held at the City Café, 1001 
Cathedral St., Baltimore, 21201 with music 
by Sean Novak. May 31 would have been 
Thomasʼs 56th birthday. t

 – Steve Charing

NEWS // PANHANDLE

BY STEVE CHARING
The Frederick Center (TFC) is honoring Tif-
fany Fossett with Central Marylandʼs 2014 
LGBTQ Ally of the Year Award. Each year a 
single person or organization is recognized 
as being an outstanding ally to the Central 
Maryland LGBTQ community. 

“Tiffany Fossett is being recognized be-
cause of her tireless dedication to the Youth 
Group, for LGBTQ kids. For years she has 
been assisting the weekly group through 
listening, understanding, and providing wis-
dom. She is considered a familiar smiling 
face to so many and a person to assist when 
life gets tough. It is this type of community 
involvement that should be recognized. We 
are proud to recognize it,” according to the 
TFC board of directors in a statement.

“Tiffany originally started coming two 
years ago to bring the son of a friend,” Cin-
die Beach, a founder of TFC and a member 
of the board, told Baltimore OUTloud. “She 
has been a wonderful friend to the youth, 
driving those who need rides, being a great 
listener and support, and coordinating 
snacks and drinks for the meetings. She 
doesnʼt have a kid in the group, but lovingly 
provides support and acceptance. The 
youth love her kind, gentle presence and 

rely on her as part of their support system.”
The ceremony will take place on Sun-

day February 22 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
home of Peter Brehm and John Michael 
Day, 318 West College Terrace, in Freder-
ick. No RSVP required.

A suggested donation of $15 per person 

and $25 per couple is requested to bene t 
The Frederick Center, which will be dis-
cretely accepted at the door. TFC prefers 
attendance over donations so there is no 
obligation to donate. Beverages and light 
refreshments will be served.

The Frederick Center, founded in April 
2012, is dedicated to being the leading 
organization for LGBTQ resources and 
advocacy in central Maryland. Its mission 
is to support, educate, link, organize, and 
provide outreach to the LGBTQ community 
and its allies. It offers a weekly support 
group for youths, a monthly support group 
for gender non-conforming adults, orga-
nizes the annual June Frederick Pride fes-
tival on Carroll Creek, provides outreach 
and educational programs for area service 
organizations, distributes HIV test kits to 
targeted demographics, and provides edu-
cational and community-building events for 
its members. t

Fossett Named Ally of the Year 
by Frederick Center

Tiffany Fossett (2nd from right) with Youth Group

PASSINGS

A long-time Baltimore and Washington, 
D.C.- area DJ, Mark Thomas died January 
25. He was 55. The cause of death was not 
immediately available. 
Thomas started his DJ career at The Hippo 
in 1980 and was a Baltimore and New York 
City resident when he died. Chuck Bowers, 
owner of the Hippo, fondly remembered 
giving Thomas his start. 

“He would listen carefully to the work of 
other DJs at the time, listen to the music, 
and become the best DJ he can be,” said 
Bowers. “He was a handsome man but his 
personality exceeded even that.” Bowers 
brought Thomas back to the Club 
Hippo for special events and last 
saw him during Pride 2014.

Thomas worked at various 
clubs in Rehoboth during those 
early years, including the Ren-
egade and the Strand. Murray 
Archibald from Camp Rehoboth 
said, “From the Saint days, 
through the Strand years, and 
for 25 years of Sundance he was 
our music man.”

Thomas also played around 
the world in places like Mykonos, 
Greece, and Sydney, Australia.

“I have known Mark since he 
was 19 years old when I took him 
under my wing, some 36 years 
ago,” Lynda Dee, a Baltimore at-
torney and founder and president of AIDS 
Action Baltimore, told Baltimore OUTloud. 
“We have been the best of friends since 
that time. He was really more like a son to 
me. While I will never get over his loss, I 
am comforted by this sentiment which I re-
ceived in a lovely sympathy card, ʻWhen I 
think of Mark, I remember all the people he 
made dance and be happy.ʼ What a beauti-
ful legacy!”

MARK THOMAS 
MAY 31, 1959 – JANUARY 25, 2015
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norities – which explains its success in Delhi 
and its failure to do well in national elections.

Anti-corruption activist and AAP leader 
Arvind Kejriwal told cheering party support-
ers that the “people of Delhi have achieved 
something spectacular. With the help of peo-
ple, we will make 
Delhi a city which 
both poor and rich 
will feel proud of,” 
he said. As support-
ers showered him 
with rose petals, 
Kejriwal said the 
huge mandate was 
“very scary and we 
should live up to peopleʼs expectations.” Ke-
jriwal now becomes Delhiʼs chief minister. He 
held the post brie y in 2013, when he led a 
minority government, but resigned after only 
49 days in of ce. Now, with a huge majority, 
his tenure seems secure.

The AAP has announced that the re-le-
galization of homosexuality will be a priority 
in its election manifesto – to be released later 
this week. “The party supports the [Delhi] high 
courtʼs decision on consensual gay sex. We 
will be mentioning it in the manifesto,” an AAP 
spokesperson told Indian media at the start of 
the election campaign. “In our manifesto we 
will promise that the party favors amendments 
in the section so that homosexuals could live 
without fearing police action.” t (Seattle Gay 
News – Mike Andrew at Sgn.org)

assuming the office of secretary of state in 
2009 she became the first openly bisexual 
statewide elected official in American his-
tory. Brown lives in Portland with her hus-
band of 15 years Dan Little. They have two 
adult children from Littleʼs earlier marriage.

The Human Rights Campaign respond-
ed to the news with a statement from the 
organizationʼs president, Chad Griffin, 
“Few are better prepared to lead the great 
state of Oregon than Kate Brown. Sheʼs 
a known commodity to Oregonians with 
a distinguished record of service of over 
two decades. And while sheʼll make history 
as the nationʼs first sitting LGBT governor, 
the more important truth is that sheʼs su-
premely capable of leading the state to 
better days ahead.” (Dallas Voice – James 
Russell at Dallasvoice.com)

Anti-gay pastor 
to face trial for 
crimes against 
humanity

Boston, Mass. – Scott Lively, the pas-
tor of Abiding Truth Ministries in Spring-
field, Massachusetts, will face a trial under 
the Alien Tort Statute, accused of encour-
aging genocide against LGBT people in 
Uganda. The First Circuit Court of Appeals 
in early December rejected Livelyʼs motion 
to dismiss the case, which was brought by 
attorneys for the Center for Constitutional 
Rights and Sexual Minorities Uganda. The 
suit was filed in 2012. 

The lawsuit alleges that Livelyʼs ac-
tions over the past decade, in collabora-
tion with key Ugandan government officials 
and religious leaders, are responsible for 
depriving LGBT people in Uganda of their 
fundamental human rights based solely on 
identity. This is the definition of persecu-
tion under international law and is deemed 
a crime against humanity. The United Na-

Oregon to have 
first openly 
bisexual 
governor

Salem, Oregon – Oregonʼs governor 
is the first openly bisexual governor in the 
nation. Secretary of State Kate Brown suc-
ceeds embattled former Oregon Gov. John 
Kitzhaber, a Democrat who announced 
his resignation on February 13. Governor 
Brown took office last Wednesday, Febru-
ary 18. Kitzhaber had been under fire for 
his fiancéʼs potential conflicts of interest. 
He was re-elected last November to a his-
toric fourth term despite the ongoing con-
troversy. Because Oregon does not have a 
lieutenant governor, the secretary of state 
is next in line to become governor.

Denis Dison, interim executive director 
of the Victory Fund, which endorses open-
ly LGBT candidates for office, praised the 
milestone in a statement. “Kate Brown will 
make history as the first openly bisexual 
American to become governor, and that 
makes us and the entire LGBT community 
extremely proud,” he said. “More impor-
tantly for Oregonians, sheʼs a dedicated, 
passionate and impressive public servant 
whoʼs ready for this challenge. We believe 
in Kate Brown and her ability to lead Or-
egon through this difficult moment.” Upon 

compiled by Jim Becker

BEYOND THE BELTWAY

tions has begun including LGBT people in 
its human rights compacts. The Alien Tort 
Statute allows for lawsuits to be filed in the 
U.S. for foreign acts that violate “the 

law of nations or a 
treaty of the U.S.”

Lively was 
the architect of 
Ugandaʼs Anti-
H o m o s e x u a l i t y 

Act, which original-
ly called for execu-

tion for those engaging in 
homosexual acts. It was even-

tually softened to execution for “ha-
bitual” offenders, eventually being further 
weakened to life sentences. While await-
ing the appeals courtʼs decision, Lively 
told a right-wing Christian news outlet that 
homosexuality was a worse sin than mass 
murder, and was to blame for the biblical 
flood. (Gay Peopleʼs Chronicle ay Gaypeo-
pleschronicle.com)

Pro-gay anti-
corruption party 
wins Delhi state 
elections

New Delhi, India – A pro-gay and anti-
corruption party has swept to power in Indiaʼs 
National Capital Territory of Delhi – the equiv-
alent of Washington, D.C. in the U.S. The 
Aam Aadami Party (AAP) won 67 of 70 legis-
lative seats. The Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), which runs the national 
government, was reduced to a mere three 
seats, and the Congress Party was entirely 
eliminated from the state legislature. Aam 
Aadami Party literally means “the common 
manʼs party.” The partyʼs agenda appeals 
mainly to urban working-class voters and mi-

Kate Brown

These news notes have been compiled, 
with permission, from the online version 
of various newspapers and other web 
sites. We thank these publications for 
allowing us to bring you their news sto-
ries. Usually the reports have been sig-
ni cantly edited and you can read the 
full story by going to the web site men-
tioned following the item. Comments 
are strictly the opinions of Jim Becker 
and not of Baltimore oUtloUd or Pride 
Media.

Scott Lively
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worthy, at least 
minimally. Over 
a half a century 
ago, CBS news 
anchor Walter 
Cronkite was 
considered by 
many to be the 
most trusted man 
in America. That 
is quite a label to 
tag someone with 
the weight of that 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

adding to the pressure. If he had faltered 
in the way Williams did, the country would 
have been in collective mourning and jour-
nalism would never be the same.

So how does a journalist gain the trust 
of his or her readers, listeners, or viewers? 
Simply put, do the job properly. You write or 
tell the story as accurately as humanly pos-
sible; fact-check and verify; and never make 
yourself the story as Brian Williams did.

Itʼs not always easy. In over three de-
cades of reporting and commenting on 
LGBT news, there have been obstacles 
to these principles thrown my way, which 
I needed to navigate. For one thing, if you 
have a source, make sure the source is re-
liable and credible. This is where the road 
can be filled with potholes.

To the extent possible, a journalist 
should rely on first-hand knowledge of an 
incident; too often our sources are second-
hand. That means, weʼre being told of an 
incident but not from an eyewitness. The 
source heard about it or knew someone in-
volved in an incident. The rumor mill is not 
a source of news. Rarely is there any truth 
attached to rumors, and if there is some 
relationship to the rumor, itʼs usually par-
tial at best. Verification is essential when 
given such “leads.”

Recently, weʼve heard rumors swirling 
about a certain bar that had been sold to 
a drugstore chain. No one could substanti-
ate it but people expect us to write about 
it. The rumor was not only false but po-
tentially damaging to the business. Thatʼs 
how you get sued. Rumors of the demise 
of gay-owned businesses or LGBT organi-
zations may be fun to gossip about in our 
communities, but unless theyʼre backed up 
by facts, it will never see the light of day in 
any responsible news medium.

Then we have the “report and retreat” 
source – a moniker I created for this piece. 
That person will tell you of an incident – 
usually an assault – and quickly call it a 
hate crime. OK, but when asked if it was 
reported to the police, the source says “no.” 

If you do not report any such incidents 

The recent kerfuffle over Brian Williamsʼ 
false statements about a helicopter he was 
riding in being hit with enemy fire during 
the war in Iraq motivated me and others 
to reflect on journalism and our own roles 
in the press. The wounds from Williamsʼ 
fictional accounts or conflation of events 
were self-inflicted. Williams shot himself 
in the foot with those mistruths and called 
into question not only his own integrity and 
trustworthiness, but he also cast a shadow 
over so many other journalists – deserved 
or not. 

Though more popular today than other 
news sources, the Internet as a purveyor 

THINKING OUTLOUD

Steve Charing

OUT
Spoken

of news has its 
perils, especially 
because blog-
gers, tweeters, 
and Facebook 
posters, who are 
not necessarily 
journalists, can 
essentially write 
what they want. 
Throw in You-
Tube users who 
can present a 
partial picture of 
real-time events whereby one could spec-
ulate as to what actually occurred imme-
diately prior to and following the footage. 

For these Internet news sources, fact-
checking has become a nuisance to many, 
not a necessity, as the inconvenience to 
take time out to verify a particular asser-
tion would hamper the race to first break 
a story on the Net. For bloggers, there are 
few penalties in place for false reporting, 
and there are seldom any higher-ups for 
them to report, so that the authors of these 
news pieces are essentially unaccount-
able.

Regardless of the medium, whoever is 
delivering the news is assumed to be trust-

Truth or 
Consequences

Grand Central & The Loft     1001 N. Charles St. Baltimore, MD 21202
facebook.com/sheproductions    sheproductionsevents.com   centralstationpub.com

officially, itʼs not a crime for the purpose of 
police statistics, much less a hate crime. 
Without a report, there is no way for the 
police to accurately allocate resources to 
the affected areas. And if you refuse to re-
port it, I wonʼt write about it because the 
police serve as a collaborating source. 

In addition, there are “report and re-
treat” sources who simply refuse to go on 
record for whatever reason. There was 
a person who gave me a lead for a good 
potential story and then a couple of hours 
later backtracked in a very bizarre way. No 
story was written on the matter, and that 
person will never be considered a reliable 
source in the future.

There are exceptions. Someone who 
is not out would not want to report such 
an incident if it occurred in or near a gay 

establishment. Therefore, the journalist, 
after recognizing this sensitivity, must me-
ticulously interview the person and decide 
if the story holds up under scrutiny. This 
would apply to any source who asks to be 
anonymous in exchange for information.

We also have the “report and contra-
diction” source. An alleged attack outside a 
bar was running rampant on Facebook – a 
site that should be looked at with skepti-
cism. I checked with some folks who sup-
posedly “witnessed” the attack and their 
stories were contradictory. Their descrip-
tions of the attacker and the sequence of 
events were completely dissimilar. Noth-
ing was written about it since there was 
no consensus of facts, and again, nothing 
was reported to the police.

These are just a few examples of the 
frustrating challenges I have faced in try-
ing to ferret out the truth and then report it 
to the larger community. The key term here 
is “truth.” Thatʼs what responsible journal-
ists seek and thatʼs what they should only 
report. 

If not, there are consequences as 
Brian Williams and other journalists can 
attest. t

“Recently, we’ve heard 
rumors swirling about 

a certain bar that 
had been sold to a 

drugstore chain. No 
one could substantiate 
it but people expect us 

to write about it.”
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“I want this 
column to be 

relevant to your 
experiences, 
questions, 

concerns, and 
curiosities.”

THINKING OUTLOUD

to nd (and keep) lasting love as well as 
physical health, and appearance and their 
impact on our ability not only to enjoy our 
love (i.e., sex) lives and be a great wife but 
also to make ourselves healthier and hap-
pier, whether or not we are in relationship (or 
even want to be). 

I hope you will join me, by sending your 
comments and questions to me at barb@
barbelgin.com.

So this is not just my forum. Itʼs your fo-
rum too. This baby boomer is amazed at the 
changes happening around me, especially 
the spread of marriage equality. If you are 
a boomer too (or older), did you ever think 
youʼd live to be able to marry your partner? 
Wow! But I am also limited in that I am not 
as aware what younger lesbians are thinking 
and doing these days. Iʼd love to know.

Maryland has been lucky to enjoy mar-
riage equality a couple of years now. And, 
Florida just joined the party. Inquiring minds 
want to know: how has marriage equality 
changed your approach to your relationship 

(if you are coupled) and 
your dating (if you are sin-
gle)? Has marriage equality 
impacted you at all and if so 
how? 

Hey hereʼs a good 
one: has marriage equal-
ity improved your sex life? 
I want to know... seriously. 
And even more importantly: 
your fellow lesbians want to 
know. Not to be nosy but to 

help them build their hope and understand-
ing that they too can have the lesbian love 
they desire.

Letʼs not hold back. My vision for this col-
umn is speaking lesbian-to-lesbian. All ages, 
all ethnicities, all professions, all socio-eco-
nomic levels. Letʼs build better relationships 
and understandings in our community.

I want this column to be relevant to your 
experiences, questions, concerns, and curi-
osities. I want this column to touch on the 
issues that mean the most to you.

What do you want to read about? To me 
the sky is the limit. For example, are you in-
terested in creating a “most eligible singles” 
list for Baltimore lesbians just like I saw in the 
Washington Blade? Do you want me to inter-
view particular experts on certain topics?

Letʼs be really generous with ourselves 
and make this column an all out celebration 
of Charm City Lesbian Love.

See you around! t
The name Barb Elgin is synonymous 

with lesbian health, happiness, and love. For 
15 years now, Barb has traveled all over the 
US, Mexico, and all over the world virtually, 
meeting and connecting lesbians. Her web 
site is Lastinglesbianlove.com.

Hello Charm City Lesbians! What a pleasure 
it has been connecting with Mary Taylor at 
Baltimore OUTloud to express my interest in 
reaching out to you. As a native Marylander, 
I recently relocated back to Baltimore after 
ten years in Florida. Even though itʼs the 
middle of the winter, Maryʼs laughter and 
wacky sense of humor cut through the cold 
and warmed me right up when I called her. 
If you didnʼt know, Mary is also a community 
ally so I wanted to start my column by giving 
her a shout out! 

This column will focus on 
Charm City lesbians and our 
love lives. Yes! I donʼt know 
about you but itʼs a subject 
that, as far as I know, has 
never been covered before. 
Well, watch out because itʼs 
time. And by Charm City I 
am talking about all of us: 
city gals, suburban chicks, 
and rural ladies and bois, 
too.

Isnʼt it time for us to come together and 
share in a more mindful, fun, and knowl-
edgeable way what weʼre thinking, feeling 
and doing when it comes to our dating and 
mating habits? Maybe we can learn some-
thing new? Or be reminded of something 
that once was very useful? You know some-
thing old, something new, something bor-
rowed, something blue... oops guess I have 
gay marriage on the brain!

We live in a culture saturated with de-
mands for perfection – on all levels. We 
also live in a world today where technology 
is turning us into machines instead of real 
esh-and-blood beings. If we let it. So, while 

the desire to “be more” and “do more” is not 
necessarily bad, there is a point at which it is 
counterproductive.

Lesbian Love hopes to become a counter 
balance to all of that, but in an enlightened 
way. Iʼd like to talk openly and real about 
healthy, happy lesbian love in the context 
of todayʼs dating and couples scenes and I 
will talk lots about topics like getting more 
of what you want through great communica-
tion skills, nurturing your fully supportive so-
cial network, emotional health, how to date 

Sky’s the Limit

Bi-
Lines

Nicole Bettis

Lesbian
Barb Elgin
Love

your family (although loving, kind, nurturing, 
etc.) is not her family and to relinquish her 
seat at the dinner table. Itʼs all good until she 
attempts to turn your friends against you by 
any means necessary, lies, deceit, trickery, 
whatever if you donʼt “cooperate” or “play 
nice” with her. It’s like this in nite, extended 
family tie that slowly strangles the life out of 
you, and on some occasions, right out of your 
new relationship too!

For instance, even if I havenʼt estab-
lished a new relationship at the time, it is still 
incredibly annoying to continue to be forced 
to see an exʼs face (sometimes more than 
one at a time) whenever I decide to show 
up at my familyʼs house, which is quite often 
by the way. Having to hear about whatever 
nonsense they are currently talking about 
with them, which is nine times out of ten, shit 
that I couldnʼt care less about. For example, 
their new relationship problems and/or how 
bad they feel because Iʼve moved on, etc. 
The constant victimizing is enough to drive 
any sane person completely over the edge! 
I mean, if they are intent on this ridiculous 
behavior, why not engage in it with their own 

family and friends? Fur-
thermore as if all this isnʼt 
enough, I also have to 
listen to how they shed 
for information about me 
and my life….needless 
to say that nobody on my 
end honors my request to 
stop having them over or 
at least to stop discussing 
me.

Exʼs just show up to 
family functions smiling 
and unannounced, giving 

out hugs and gifts, while you sit there, shaking 
your head in disbelief, completely blindsided 
trying to explain this extremely, unfortunate 
circumstance to your current love interest – 
who is livid by the way. You sit and watch them 
laugh and joke with the same people who, they 
said that, they could not stand when you two 
where together, wondering “what the hell is go-
ing on?” Itʼs as if, for a moment, you can actu-
ally see your life unraveling at the seams, and 
them skipping around with the loose strings.

It really baf es me on so many levels. Dur-
ing the course of some of these relationships, 
especially the most recent, I couldnʼt even get 
my girlfriend to go to a certain family memberʼs 
house for dinner with me, even if I begged her 
on my hands and knees, but now... sheʼs over 
there more than I am.

My grandmother always told me, “Nic, 
donʼt feed the strays because they will always 
come back looking for more.” I should have 
listened. t

What ever happened to the good olʼ days when 
you could simply break up with a person and 
not have to give it a second thought? It was a 
time when relationship issues werenʼt a source 
of cheap entertainment social media, so you 
didnʼt have to worry about lies and rumors 
spreading about it like wild re online. You were 
able to simply go your separate ways and not 
concern yourself with the ever-present pos-
sibility of bumping into each other (due to an 
extreme over connectedness). If you ran into 
each other one day down the line, ne. If not, 
well thatʼs okay too. The thing is, it would be 
only during these chance encounters that, you 
would have to deal with 
any weird awkwardness or 
unpleasantness that see-
ing or talking to each other 
created. It wouldnʼt be 
thrust upon you every time 
you turned around and it 
certainly wouldn’t nd itself 
at your grannyʼs Sunday 
dinner… every Sunday.

I make it a point to 
bring whomever Iʼm dating 
at the time home to meet 
my immediate family. In 
my opinion, itʼs just in poor taste not to do so, 
unless there is a perfectly good reason, such 
as your family being extremely judgmental, 
closed mined, unaccepting, or just plain crazy. 
Especially if Iʼm serious with a woman; if I can 
see potential in us, I feel like my family should 
at least have an idea of the type of person that 
Iʼm choosing to spend my time with. 

Itʼs common decency and respect on both 
ends really, it is really nice for my partner to be 
able to get a sense of my family dynamic, a 
feel for where I come from and it also helps my 
family to realize that although their approval 
isnʼt at all necessary, their love and accep-
tance is always welcomed with open arms.

All this sounds great, right? Family, 
friends and signi cant others all getting along 
and becoming… close. Game nights with 
friends and family dinners together – as a 
couple, thatʼs gay utopia really. It is great, un-
til a signi cant other isn’t so signi cant any 
more; until she refuses to accept the fact that 

Stray Ex’s
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QUALITY OF LIFE

Dear Dr Eva,
Iʼve been thinking about getting my nip-

ples pierced. I like the idea of having them 
pierced, but I wonder what will happen if 
I have a baby and breastfeed. Could the 
nipples get damaged somehow that it could 
adversely affect feeding a baby?

Cat

Dear Cat,
Healing time after piercing 

the nipples can vary from six 
weeks to several months. Unless 
you are prone to scar or to de-
velop keloids (thick scars), pierc-
ing the nipples should not inter-
fere with breast-feeding. There 
are many milk ducts in each 
nipple and only a few are dam-
aged by piercing. Nipple jewelry 
should be removed by the sixth 
month of pregnancy to allow the 
nipples to heal before beginning 
breast-feeding. You can resume wearing 
your nipple jewelry three months after stop-
ping breast-feeding. At that point, the nipple 
might have to be re-pierced: piercings may 
close after a period of non-use.

Dear Dr. Eva,
Will getting my genitals pierced put me 

at greater risk for sexually transmitted in-
fections?

Not PiercedYet

Dear Not-Yet,
Yes, it would. In the past it was thought 

that once a piercing completely healed, the 
pierced person was not at increased risk for 
STDs. However, more recent reports have 
shown that men who have genital piercings 
are at greater risk for becoming infected 
with HIV and other sexual infections. This 
is probably because having genital jewelry 
causes constant microtrauma, resulting in 

Piercing 
Questions: 
Top to Bottom

Open Wide
ask Dr Eva

Dr Eva Hersh

small open wounds at the piercing site that 
become entry sites for infections.

Dear Dr. Eva,
I am thinking about getting a body pierc-

ing or tattoo. Is it possible to pick up any 
infections, especially HIV, from the pro-
cedure? How can I tell if the procedure is 
done safely?

Considering It

Dear Considering,
It rarely happens, but it is possible to get 

HIV, and more often viral hepatitis, when 
getting a piercing or a tattoo. The most im-
portant safety factor in getting a piercing or 
tattoo is to make sure that the needle used 
for piercing or tattooing is brand new and 
could not have been used on anyone else. 
To make sure of this, the piercer or tattoo 
artist should let you see the needle in its 
sterile packaging before it is opened. It is 
also possible, although even less likely, to 
get a viral infection transmitted through the 

use of infected tattooing ink. 
A responsible tattoo artist will 
use new sterile containers of 
ink for each client. Again, you 
should see the sealed tattoo 
ink packets being opened. 
Some artists pour ink from a 
large bottle into individual dis-
posable containers for each 
client. This is a safe technique 
as long as no needles are ever 
placed in the large bottle to 
draw up ink.

It is much more common 
to get a bacterial infection after piercing. 
This happens most often with navel (belly 
button) piercings, but can happen with any 
piercing. Signs of infection include pain, 
redness of the skin, swelling, and warmth 
in the pierced area, or uid or pus draining 
from the piercing.

Tongue piercing deserves a special 
mention, because it carries extra risks. If 
the tongue swells after piercing, it can inter-
fere with breathing. If tongue jewelry breaks 
or becomes loose it can cause choking. 
Chips and cracks in the teeth are also com-
mon. Tongue piercing is unique in that the 
tongue is a muscle rather than skin. Tongue 
piercing can cause permanent damage to 
the ability to move the tongue. This affects 
speaking as well as eating.

Dear Dr. Eva,
What is a PA? Is it the same as a Prince 

Albert?
Feeling Ignorant

Dear Iggy,
A Prince Albert piercing or PA is a type 

of penis piercing in which a ring is passed 
through the urethra (where urine comes 
out), through the glans (the rounded end 
of the penis) and out the underside of the 
penis, just below the glans. The name 
is based on the questionable rumor that 
Queen Victoriaʼs husband, Prince Albert, 
had one of these piercings. PAʼs make a 
dramatic fashion statement but often cause 
problems. Piercing through the urethra can 
create a permanent abnormal canal which 
never heals, resulting in urine owing from 
the base of the piercing (the underside of 
the penis) in an inelegant and messy spray. 
PAʼs also increase the risk of urinary infec-
tions.

Dear Dr. Eva,
Will body jewelry set off a metal detec-

tor?
Frequent Flier

Dear FF,
Typical sized small body jewelry will not 

set off most walk-through metal detectors, 
but may be detected by a hand held screen-
ing wand. Be prepared for an interesting 
conversation!  t

Eva Hersh is a Baltimore family physi-
cian. Send your comments and questions 
to her by email at editor@baltimoreoutloud.
com.

BY ROBERT PATTERSON
The Gay.com website is used by many to 
read the latest news that is aggregated 
from your partner sites, such as Advocate.
com and HIVPlusMag.com. However, there 
are some people like me who use the chat 
and instant-message features to commu-
nicate with like-minded individuals. These 
features are best described as “problem-
atic” for the users. Thatʼs the most polite 
way I know to put how us-
ers really feel about the 
features.

Several users I chat 
with almost daily have 
used the “Contact Us” link 
from the site to register 
complaints about the issues experienced 
with the chat feature, only to be brushed 
off, i.e. ,told there are no issues with the 
chat feature according to your internal 
tests. Your tech team may check logs, re-

view site performance measures, but one 
key check seems to be overlooked. Not 
one tech analyst has offered to view your 
site remotely through our computers to see 
the issues we experience. Itʼs not our Inter-
net providers or our computers especially 
when it is happening to users worldwide 
and Internet Explorer, Chrome, and other 
browsers return messages that your site 
triggers the browsers to restart.

Your site 
claims to 
be the best 
and biggest 
among dating 
sites but I am 
not so sure 

that is a true statement anymore. I have 
read on Wikipedia.com within the past 30 
days that Manhunt and Adam4Adam have 
surpassed your site. Which is a shame as 
your site was once a trusted leader in this 
arena. New and old members refuse to 
buy a premium membership because they 
know one of the key features they want is 
not working properly. We even refer to one 
of the issues as “refresh hell”. Even the In-
stant Messaging tool experiences issues.

I understand why the site was rede-
signed a few years ago but why has it been 
allowed to languish since then? Yes, your 
ad revenues are up but premium member-
ships must be going down. I know I stopped 
being a premium member after someone in 
your tech support department decided that 
the issues were not worthy of fixing. Your 
staff cannot take the word beta of the chat 
feature on the main page and itʼs been at 
least three years. How many members do 
you have to lose to competitors and how 
much revenue from premium memberships 
has to be lost before you decide to act and 
resolve the issues?

I invite you to contact me and other 
members who use your chat feature regu-
larly and see your site through our eyes. 
I think you will be just as disappointed as 
we are with your siteʼs performance. We all 
would like to see your site become a leader 
as it once was but the way things are going 
it just leads me to believe your users donʼt 
matter, itʼs just about the ad revenue. Well 
without the users, your advertisers get no 
ROI for their efforts. So eventually they will 
stop advertising on your site.

I look forward to hearing from you re-
garding the next steps. Please contact me 
at the e-mail address linked to my profile. t

The authorʼs Gay.com profile is Robert-
2014nj

An Open Letter to Here Media 
CEO and Gay.com COO

THINKING OUTLOUD



BALTIMORE OUTLOUD  FEBRUARY 20, 2015  •  BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM t 11

Horoscopes 
 for the Week Feb 20 to Mar 6



12 t  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD    FEBRUARY 20, 2015 •  BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM

Rev. Victoria Burson

Spiritual
A

View

FAITH

Many years ago, I was that person. It 
seemed as though my realties were not 
aligned with my being. I felt like I was all 
over the place and nothing was making 
since at the time – my dots were not con-
necting. About ten years ago I had an op-
portunity to meet Dr. Myles Monroe at a 
conference and he profoundly spoke to my 
life via his captivating presentation. It truly 
blessed me and I have been sharing with 
people ever since my road to discovering 
my purpose. 

How does one fully discover and un-
derstand their purpose and their potential? 
First and foremost, stop looking for some 
man/woman to validate you. The Bible re-
minds us that before the foundation of the 
world, God knew you, God formed you in 
your motherʼs womb – you are destined to 
be great. We need to look for our validation 
from the Creator and not merely creation. 
God is always there to meet us at the point 
of our needs and provide for us a pathway 
of wholeness. We need to learn to trust 
God even when we cannot trace or under-
stand everything about God because your 
life has meaning, it has purpose. 

Secondly, believe it or not, purpose 
has a way of drawing us – purpose is the 
source of our frustration, dreams, and de-
sires. It causes us to tap into our truth and 
ask such simple questions as 

1) Who am I? This is a quest for under-
standing our identity. Many of us identify 
by what we do rather than who we are. 

2) Where am I going? – This is a ques-
tion of heritage and destiny, for under-
standing where you came from and where 
you seek to go. 

3) Why am I here? This is a question 
of self-actualization and discovery; under-
standing your true purpose in life. 

4) What can I do? This is a question of 
potential – our capacity to succeed.

All of these questions will drive you 
to understand the power of your purpose. 
Have you figured it out yet? It is called pas-
sion! Passion drives you – whatever angers 
you enough to want to affect change, that 
is your passion. For purpose is the original 
intent for living and passion gives you the 
desire to fulfill it. The Word of God says, “If 
you delight yourself in the Lord, God will 
give you the desires of your heart!” One of 
the greatest tragedies in life is living with 
no purpose – that is not living, it is simply 
existing. Your life is only as large as you 
think it is. Stop giving your power away to 
others and stop putting limitations on your-
self and on God and tap into your full po-
tential living on purpose. t

In the issue before last, we took a strong 
look into understanding the Power of Pur-
pose.

As followers of Christ, our moral obli-
gation is to become the salt and light of 
the earth, for we are the hands and feet of 
God and Godʼs creation. In fact, all human-
ity has a moral obligation under God to one 
another regardless of oneʼs status or title; 
we have an awesome responsibility to live 
out our God-given purpose in life. 

I mentioned last time as agents for 
Christ, our light should forever glow even in 
the midst of darkness. Let your light shine! 
Jesus doesnʼt call for our light to shine for 
popularity, social status, or right-wing posi-
tioning while becoming legends in our own 
minds, or to make ourselves feel good, Je-
sus calls for our light to shine so others 
may see our good works so that people are 
edified and God is forever glorified. 

Our demeanor plays a major role in 
how we access our full potential in life 
and is critical to those we influence and 
or serve regularly. If we claim to belong to 
God but our behavior dictates otherwise, 
how can we draw people to wholeness and 
goodness? How then, can anyone pass 
what they believe they do not have? Fur-
thermore, I believe many of us struggle 
with being true salt and light to the world 
because, if truth be told, some of us have 
lost our zeal and our sense of purpose! 

I believe everyone is born with a pur-
pose in life. According to Vines Complete 
Expository Dictionary, purpose is a noun 
for boulema – “to will or to wish”; anoth-
er related term is thelema – “desire,” and 
prosthesis – “setting forth.” So you see, 
everyone is born with a purpose. Living out 
that purpose is entirely another thing. 

Our purpose lies within in us – we are 
the beholders of our realities. Are you liv-
ing your purpose? Can I suggest that many 
people have not even begun to tap into it. 
Many folks are suffering from situational 
depression because they are not living 
their fullest potential!

The Power of  
Purpose Part 2



BALTIMORE OUTLOUD  FEBRUARY 20, 2015  •  BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM t 13



18 t  BALTIMORE OUTLOUD    FEBRUARY 20, 2015 •  BALTIMOREOUTLOUD.COM

back a couple of years ago. 
One of the things that Iʼm 
attuned to is when you have 
larger than life characters 
like Lola; itʼs very easy for 
those characters to get lost 
in the fantastical. I remem-
ber watching the movie and 
loving Chiwetel Ejiofor and 
the spirit, the story and the 
heart of it. When they said 
that they were going to do a 
musical of it, my hope was 
that they would understand 
the depth of the story and 
this character. Sometimes 
it doesnʼt translate. I was a 
little nervous at rst. I don’t want to have 
Lola/Simon be written as a caricature or a 
clown, something that as an artist I have to 
be climbing uphill to justify.

GS: But didnʼt you feel safe in Har-
veyʼs (Fierstein) hands?

BP: In Harvey and Cyndiʼs (Lauper) 
hands. When I walked into the room and 
that was the first song that they played, I 
knew from that moment everything was go-
ing to be okay.

GS: You do a cover of “Iʼve Gotta Be 
Me,” a song closely associated with the 
late Sammy Davis Jr. Why did you se-
lect that song?

BP: When I was thinking about how I 
wanted to expand my recording artist pres-
ence, I thought long and hard about who 
came before me that could be a template 
for who I am, what I represent. The closest 
person for me was Sammy Davis. In his day, 
he was the kind of person who transcended 
race, genre, that glass ceiling that existed 
for him. Thereʼs a glass ceiling that exists 
for me. He existed in all worlds, whether it 
was pop, classic standards, lm, television, 
Broadway. He was a true renaissance man. 
I wanted to try to align myself with that en-
ergy, because thatʼs what I feel I am.

GS: You close Billy’s Back on Broad-
way with “I Am Changing” and you also 
performed “And Iʼm Telling You Iʼm Not 
Going” on your 2005 live album At The 
Corner of Broadway + Soul. What can 
you tell me about your relationship with 
Dreamgirls?

BP: I was in the 6th grade when I did 
my rst musical at Reizenstein Middle 
School in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. I was 
mesmerized by the form. We did a produc-
tion of Babes in Arms. So you can image 
an 11-year-old, coming from the Pentecos-
tal church only ever singing gospel music 
and the music I sang in choir. I didnʼt have a 
whole lot of range. I did my rst musical and 
I enjoyed myself. It was a great after school 

LIVELY ARTS // PERSONALITIES

GS: Kinky Boots has been playing 
for more than a year on Broadway. What 
does that mean to you?

BP: Itʼs such a landmark. Itʼs like 
catching lightning in a bottle. Iʼve been 
in this business for more than 20 years, 
dare I say. I know what itʼs like to be a part 
of things that are exceptional and nobody 
cares. Itʼs very rare that you get to be a part 
of something that is so good, so wonderful, 
and connects. Ultimately, at a certain point, 
everybody wants to connect. Everybody 
wants that thing that connects. You can 
work and work your whole life… one of my 
mentors, George Wolfe, always said to me, 
“You have to practice your art, even when 
no oneʼs listening. Thatʼs right and thatʼs 
good and you learn how to do that and you 
build your creative muscles that way. Ulti-
mately, you still want it to connect [laughs]. 
You still want to pay your bills and eat. Itʼs 
nice to have a piece that is connecting in 
that way and people want to see it. Itʼs sell-
ing! Iʼm not in debt any more [laughs].

GS: Speaking of Kinky Boots, you in-

activity. It never occurred 
to me that it was a profes-
sion. More importantly, it 
never occurred to me as 
a black gospel singer that 
it could be a profession. 
The type of music that I 
was singing in Babes in 
Arms was not commensu-
rate with the type of music 
I sang in church. I didnʼt 
know that I could make a 
living doing that. We did 
Babes in Arms in April or 
May. The second Sun-
day in June, Iʼm washing 
dishes in my kitchen and 

the Tony Awards come on (TV). I have no 
idea what it is. But I see all of these people 
singing and dancing on stage, and Iʼm like, 
“I just did a version of that. This is a thing; 
a profession! People can make a living do-
ing this. Then, bam, they announce Dream-
girls and Jennifer Holiday. Here are people 
who look like me, dressed in sparkly out ts 
and suits and amazingly beautiful. Thereʼs 
Jennifer Holiday singing like I sing. Sheʼs 
on the stage, making a living and winning 
this award. [Laughs] I can do that! Thatʼs 
the signi cance of that show for me. It fully 
changed my life.

GS: You wrote several of the songs 
on At The Corner of Broadway + Soul. 
Are you still writing songs, and if so, do 
you have plans to record any of them?

BP: Oh, yes! I am writing. Iʼm writing a 
lot. I am writing music. Because the music 
industry is in ux right now, it’s very dif -
cult for artists with new material to break 
through. What Iʼm trying to do – and weʼll 
see if it works – is re-enter the market with 
songs that everybody knows so that peo-
ple will pay attention to me again. My goal 
is to sell a million records by yearʼs end; 
through social media, through my connec-
tions, through Kinky Boots. Thatʼs my goal. 
Sell, sell, sell. Itʼs hard to get people to buy 
music anymore, but people do respond to 
things that are familiar. It makes them feel 
warm and fuzzy all over. t

clude “Iʼm Not My Fatherʼs Son” on your 
new album Billy’s Back on Broadway. 
Why did you choose that speci c song 
from the show?

BP: A lot of reasons. First of all, the 
songs (on the CD) are about hope, en-
couragement and empowerment. Thatʼs 
the theme that I chose for my record. The 

songs in Kinky Boots all t into that. One of 
the things that I love about “Not My Fatherʼs 
Son” is that it’s the rst song that I learned 
from the show. I did a reading of it way, way 

BILLY PORTER
INTERVIEW

– continued from page 1

“One of my mentors, 
George Wolfe, always 

said to me, ‘You have to 
practice your art, even 

when no one’s listening.’ 
That’s right and that’s 

good and you learn how 
to do that and you build 

your creative muscles 
that way.”

Billy
Porter
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BY CHUCK DUNCAN
Spy movies have been around almost as long 
as the cinema. Great Britain produced the 
rst spy movies during the silent era and the 

Great War (or World War I). Master German 
director Fritz Lang contributed to the genre 
(and pretty much set the standard) with his 
movie Spies in 1928. Langʼs Dr. Mabuse lms 
also contained a host of spy- lm elements. 
Alfred Hitchcock, in his pre-U.S. lms of the 
1930s, helped popularize the genre with a 
variety of lms including The Man Who Knew 
Too Much, Secret Agent, and Sabotage.

Spy movies became big in the U.S. dur-
ing World War II and into the Cold War era 
with the introduction of the rst movie super 
spy, James Bond. Imitators came and went 
but Bond has endured... however fans have 
to wait until November before his next big 
screen outing, Spectre. Until then, we have a 
new spy organization set 
to rival MI6 in Kingman: 
The Secret Service. And 
if you can ignore the 
hype of Fifty Shades of 
Grey, you may nd your-
self pleasantly surprised 
by this alternative.

Kingsman: The Se-
cret Service (based on 
the graphic novel The 
Secret Service) is an 
origin story of sorts. The 
movie opens with scant 
background on Harry 
Hart (Colin Firth), code 
name Galahad, and a 
mission which led to the 
death of one of his fellow agents. Presenting 
the agentʼs wife with an offer of assistance, 
she rebuffs him but he makes sure her young 
son understands that help is only a phone call 
away.

The boy, Eggsy (Taron Egerton), grows 
into a juvenile-delinquent teen who when 
faced with a stint in prison makes that phone 
call. Eggsy is reluctantly released but he 
doesnʼt realize that the man who helped him 
is the same man who gave him the number 
to call and who also needed to repay him for 
his father’s sacri ce. Eggsy is also unaware 
that he has been selected by Hart as a can-
didate to ll the seat of a recently deceased 
Kingman. Eggsy is put through his paces with 
the other recruits while a billionaire business-
man hatches a plan to save the world from 
the very thing he believes is causing climate 
change… the human race. Itʼs up to Galahad 
and the Kingsman agents to save the day, but 

LIVELY ARTS // OUT ON SCREEN
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does rough-around-the-edges Eggsy have 
what it takes to be a Kingsman?

As I said, this is an origin story that shows 
us what makes the Kingsman organiza-
tion tick and introduces us to the character 
of Eggsy. Unlike some laborious superhero 
origin stories, though, this one never gets 
bogged down in exposition. We learn about 
Kingsman throughout the movie by bits and 
pieces of detail we get from Hart, Merlin (Mark 
Strong) and Arthur (Michael Caine). One of 
the most important things to note here is that 
each agent has an Arthurian code name and 
when that agent is killed in action, that code 
name is passed on to his replacement. Death 
is a very real element for these agents.

Even as we learn about the organization 
and Eggsy, weʼre also introduced to Valentine 
(Samuel L. Jackson) and his high-tech Rosa 
Kleb, Gazelle (So a Boutella), a cold-blooded 

killer with blades where her lower legs should 
be. Valentine seems to be a good guy who 
wants to save the world, but all of his efforts 
to stop climate change are thwarted by hu-
mans in general. When Valentine decides to 
throw in the towel and offer every person with 
a smart phone a free SIM card to access his 
phone and internet network free of charge, 
and notable celebrities and politicians go 
missing, red ags are raised. What could Val-
entine be up to? To say any more would ruin 
all of the surprises.

Kingsman: The Secret Service is hands 
down the best movie of the year… so far. Of 
course the year just started, but I can pretty 
much guarantee that the movie has already 
secured itself a place on my 2015 Top Ten 
list. Director Matthew Vaughn has woven 
together this action-packed tale with real 
character development, extreme and intense 

Kingsman: The Secret 
Service is Spy-Movie Royalty

An offer 
you can 

refuse

—continued on page 20
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LIVELY ARTS // BETWEEN THE COVERS

BY STEVE CHARING
Creepy, kooky, mysterious, and spooky 
– that surely defines that ooky Addams 
family. You can add hilarious and goofy 
to the mix and you have the recipe for a 
delicious, zany production of The Addams 
Family, currently playing at Tobyʼs the Din-
ner Theatre of Columbia.

Not many musicals include potions to 
provoke oneʼs inner dark side, a torture 
apparatus, and de-blooming of flowers but 
The Addams Family has all that and more. 
Tobyʼs production also includes an incred-
ibly well-cast ensemble under the precise 
direction of Mark Minnick, who also han-
dled the choreography.

This is not a knock-off of the loveable 
and popular TV series The Addams Family
of mid-60ʼs yore with Baltimore native John 
Astin and Carolyn Jones as the leads. In-
stead, the musical whose music and lyr-
ics by Andrew Lippa and book by Marshall 
Brickman and Rick Elice, was patterned 
after the ghoulish, comical characters in 
Charles Addamsʼ cartoons. 

The storyline centers on the morbid 
and crazy Addams family – Gomez, Mor-
ticia, Uncle Fester, Grandma, Wednesday, 
Pugsley, and Lurch – whose preoccupation 
with death and darkness provides most of 
the humor in the show. They are visited 
by the straight-laced Beineke family from 
Ohio – a swing state as bellowed by Go-
mez – whereby the son Lucas, the beau 
of Wednesday, brings his parents Mal and 
Alice to meet the Addamses in a what-can-
possibly-go-wrong scenario. 

Fortunately, a lot does go wrong, which 
forms the essence of the story and the en-
suing hilarity. The hijinks, nuttiness, and 
zingers, however, are largely packed into 
the first act, which sets up the show. The 
second act lacks that same comedic punch 
and pace, with the characters turning to 
sentimentality and reconciliation, but it is 
still enjoyable. In the end, the Addams clan 
realizes itʼs too crazy, and the Beinekes 
acknowledge theyʼre not crazy enough.

Musically, Lippaʼs score does not con-
tain the tuneful melodies that will leave you 
humming as you exit the theater. Nonethe-
less, his lyrics are potently funny, and in 
the manner of Sondheim, the lyrics will get 
your attention.

Those songs that stand out include, 
“When Youʼre an Addams,” “Trapped,” 
“Pulled,” “One Normal Night,” “Full Disclo-
sure,” “Crazier Than You,” and “Live Be-
fore We Die.” Ross Scott Rawlings and his 
six-piece orchestra do a fine job as always 

A Crazy Addams Family Delights at Toby’s
backing up the vocalists.

Itʼs not just the songs and dialogue that 
will keep you chuckling. The set, designed 
by David A. Hopkins, is detailed to the 
core with 19th century Gothic furniture and 
other accoutrements, including gas lamps 
encased by spider webs and a Spanish In-
quisition chair. Even “Thing” and “Cousin 
Itt” make brief appearances through Mr. 
Hopkinsʼ creativity.

Credit costume coordinator Lawrence 
B. Munsey and lighting designer Coleen 
M. Foley for 
adding the 
appropriate 
spook iness 
to the pro-
duction.

The Ad-
dams Fam-
ily at Tobyʼs 
is led by its 
except ional 
cast. In such 
a campy 
product ion, 
the tempta-
tion is for 
the perform-
ers to go 
overboard, but under Mark Minnickʼs guid-
ing hand, the performers exhibit the right 
amount of restraint without sacrificing the 
comedy. 

Lawrence B. Munsey turns in yet anoth-
er masterful performance. He commands 
the stage with his well-timed rejoinders, 
gestures, and a rich baritone voice. He 
is particularly strong in singing “Trapped” 
and “Live Before We Die.” Gomez is chal-
lenged to placate Morticia because he kept 
a certain secret from her (she abhors se-
crecy) and is one of the major plotlines. 

Morticia is played by another Tobyʼs 
veteran, the lovely Priscilla Cuellar. She 
showcased her vocal prowess in “Secrets” 
and “Just Around the Corner.” Morticia 
gave a lot of grief to Gomez and was con-
vincing in doing so. Their onstage repartee 
is excellent.

Wednesday Addams, played by 
MaryKate Brouillet, did a fine job convey-
ing her sadism towards her younger broth-
er Pugsley, and her desire to marry Lucas 
(played well with exuberance and earnest-
ness by AJ Whittenberger). 

She performed nicely in a duet with 
Jace Franco as Pugsley for the perfor-
mance reviewed in “Pulled.” (Gavin Willard 
also plays Pugsley in other performances.) 

Ms. Brouillet possesses a powerful singing 
voice as does the young Mr. Franco. The 
latter commands a good range and come-
dic instincts, which bodes well for his fu-
ture in musical theatre.

Cross-gender cast as the centenarian 
Grandma is David James who is funny at 
every turn. You can laugh simply by look-
ing at him/her. 

Rounding out the Addamses are 
Shawn Kettering as Uncle Fester, who dis-
covered he is in love with the moon, and 

David Bosley-Reynolds as the near-silent, 
methodically plodding Lurch. Both played 
their respective characters to the hilt.

Darren McDonnell as Mal Beineke, Lu-
casʼ father, excels as a control-freak whose 
marriage was about to collapse from deceit 
and other maladies. He needed to be cra-
zier, and where would be a better place to 
start other than the Addamsʼ mansion in 
the middle of Central Park? 

His wife Alice, played energetically by 
Elizabeth Rayca, is seemingly victimized 
by Melʼs bland personality and has turned 
to random rhymes for solace. The marital 
problems seem to work out at the end. 

The remainder of the company in-
cludes ten living, dead, and undecided Ad-
damsʼ ancestors, and they did a splendid 
job of supporting the principals in song and 
dance.

The Addams Family at Tobyʼs is guar-
anteed to keep you laughing, and you will 
count your blessings that youʼre not a rela-
tive of that kooky but loveable family. t

the addams Family (150 minutes with 
intermission) runs through April 19 at To-
byʼs the Dinner Theatre of Columbia, 5900 
Symphony Wood Road, Columbia, Mary-
land. To purchase tickets call 410-730-
8311 or visit Tobysdinnertheatre.com. 

LIVELY ARTS // OUT ON STAGE

The whole 
clan
credit:
Jeri Tidwell

violence, humor, and heart. Whereas his 
non-superhero movie Kick-Ass polarized au-
diences (and I am in the camp that loathes 
the movie), Kingsman more than makes up 
for that lm’s utter ickiness and should appeal 
to a wider audience. Vaughn and his cast get 
high marks for treading that very ne line be-
tween seriousness and satire without falling 
over to either side, and manages to throw in 
a few Bond and Avengers references (no, not 
the Marvel Avengers!) without them being too 
cheeky. The lm also has one of the most in-
sanely stylized scenes of mind-boggling vio-
lence about two-thirds of the way through that 
is almost too hard to top, but it does manage 
an ending that is completely, hilariously over-
the-top. 

Kudos also to Egerton for making us care 
about Eggsy, even when heʼs being a com-

plete prick. 
We know his 
background 
and weʼre 
rooting for 
him to ap-
ply himself to 
become the 
man Harry 
believes he 
can be, a man 
comparab le 
to the man his 
father was. 
His Welsh ac-
cent is a little 
tough to navi-
gate at times, 

but he acquits himself nicely in his rst big 
screen starring role.

The biggest surprise, though, has got to 
be Colin Firth who is best known for playing 
the dreamy romantic lead in lms and TV se-
ries like Pride and Prejudice, The English Pa-
tient, Love Actually and Bridget Jonesʼ Diary. 
This is his rst foray into big action lms (he 
claims heʼs never been considered to play 
James Bond) and he … well, he kicks ass. 
Heʼs the centerpiece of that action scene I 
mentioned earlier and he is amazing. And you 
can tell heʼs having a ball doing it too, easily 
switching between the upright British gentle-
man in his “bespoke suit” and the agile killing 
machine heʼs been trained to be. If nothing 
else, the movie will bring Firth a whole new 
generation of fans.

From start to nish, I absolutely loved 
Kingsman: The Secret Service and itʼs a mov-
ie that I would even pay to see again … and I 
donʼt say that very often. Kingsman: The Se-
cret Service is the new spy movie royalty. t

KINGSMAN: 
THE SECRET SERVICE
– continued from page 19
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Whiskey.”
Ruby Spruce blew me 

away with her conceptual 
performance art stone-stat-
ue-of-an-angel-in-a-grave-
yard turned into a fierce 
fiery angel of passion. An ar-
row emerges from her statu-
esque body and then lacer-
ates herself in the breast 
while “Angel” by Massive 
Attack played. A true perfor-
mance artist. I admired her 
sexy, alluring avant garde 
style, her depth, integrity, 
and excellent choreography. 
It was obvious she had for-
mal training. I could watch 
her over and over again and 
never get bored. Even if itʼs 
too deep for most audiences 
the performance was strong 
enough to still pull them in. 
The broken-hearted angel of 
stone imagery is perfect for tonightʼs theme.

This show reminded me of a scene in 
the movie Gypsy where outrageously cos-
tumed burlesque dancers sang, “Youʼve 
got to have a gimmick if you want to get 
ahead.” That scene influenced my strip-

LIVELY ARTS // HEART OF BALTIMORE

Love Stinks every step of the way. Not only does he 
know how to dodge heckler cat-calls but he 
can throw insults right back and tame the 
misbehaving crowd with his microphone. 
Commanding his audience whip-smart he 
cracks more than just jokes. 

Reverend Valentine is a sexy female 
Peppy Le Pew bringing the Looney Tune 
to life in ways I never imagined. Her horny 
skunk routine done to J. Geils Bandʼs 
“Love Stinks” shows us just how much love 
really does stink with a clothespin clamped 
to her furry nose.

Thereʼs a chance to win prizes. Among 
these are a yellow stuffed Bad Girlfriend 
Voodoo Doll. (I could really use one of 
those.) The rainbow candy penis on a stick 
looks good enough to eat. Being a writer, 
my favorite prize is the Orgasm Pen. It 
moans when you write with it, but you have 
to turn it on first. 

Hot Todd wows us with his suspenseful, 
fun, and sexy escape-from-a-straight-jack-
et dance routine. The Ramoneʼs “Psycho 
Therapy” plays in the background while he 
flops about seductively making purposeful 
clumsiness gracefully hilarious.

Whiskey Joyʼs act was cute and sexy. 
It made me want to walk up to the stage, 
tip my cowboy hat and say, “Gimme some 

BY DEVIN CHERUBINI
A week before Valentineʼs Day. Iʼm sitting 
in the old Zodiac which is now the Yellow 
Sign Theater. The new owners kept the old 
incredibly atmospheric astrological wall 
mural, which sets a mood and really opens 
the place up. Thereʼs a working neon 
green clock in the center of a yellow sun 
encircled by half-naked deities. A hunky 
Neptune gripping his trident and a goddess 
wearing nipple tassels seems very fitting 
for the “Twisted Knickers Burlesque, Love 
Stinks” show tonight. Packed wall-to-wall 
with people-sardines the show is sold-out. 
A huge, humorous salmon sign on the wall 
inside above the entrance reads, “Fresh 
Fish Today.” I can hardly wait. 

I have the best seat in the house. Lights 
flicker and dim, the show is about to begin. 
The emcee for the troupe is Hot Todd, who 
is a very hot toddy indeed. Dressed quite 
dapper in a suit and tie with black wing-
tip oxfords. Not too shabby. I envy him. I 
want his wardrobe. Heʼs an excellent em-
cee that knows how to work a crowd very 
well, making the place roar with laughter 

Happy Hour
2 for 1

4:00p.m.-9:00p.m.

Karaoke Friday and  Saturday 8:00p.m.-2:00a.m.

Specials
24 oz.  Coors Lite $3.00

Two 18 oz. Bud Ice $4 after 4

205 W. Read St.  Corner of Read & Park Ave.   410-225-3100   Package Goods 11:00a.m.-2:00a.m.   ATM Available

tease drag king routines, as Devin Hellfire, 
at The Hippo during the 90s. 

That was when I met John Waters. We 
hit it off and went bar-hopping together 
while he was working on the script for his 

—continued on page 22
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credit:
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Clark Burger
5906 York Road, Baltimore
410-323-2356
Clark-burger.com

BY RICHARD FINGER
Clark Burger has been open since Janu-
ary 12, 2015, and is located next to the 
historic Senator movie theatre, offering a 
simple menu of fresh burgers, hand-cut 
fries, and poutine 
daily for lunch and 
dinner. What is 
poutine? According 
to Clark Burgerʼs 
definition, it is a 
“common Quebec 
dish, originating in 
Quebec, made with 
french fries, topped 
with a light brown 
gravy-like sauce 
and cheese curds 
(a.k.a. Squeaky 
Cheese). Along 
with the aforemen-
tioned food selec-
tions, Clark Burger 
compliments this 
with a full bar, or 
for those not old 
enough to drink, 
or just looking for 
something differ-
ent, hand-spun 
milkshakes ($4.25 
small / $5.25 large) 
are also offered.

We decided to 
give Clark Burger a try on a Thursday eve-
ning, and the restaurant was moderately 
busy. There were a few patrons sitting at 
the bar, with others sitting at tables. We 
were fortunate to find a table nearby the 
window overlooking York Road. We decid-
ed to keep our orders simple for our first 
attempt. I ordered The Original ($6.20) 
which is served with lettuce, tomato, on-
ion, and pickles. Nick ordered The Gringo 
($6.60) burger, which is served with pep-
perjack cheese, smashed avocado, and 
roasted garlic chipotle aioli. We decided to 
split a large order of fresh cut fries ($4.20) 
that are seasoned with salt and pepper. To 
top it off, we had a pint each of IPA beer. 

The wait for our meals was not long at 
all, which is no surprise as the hardwork-
ing guys were always busy either tending 
to the grill, cleaning off tables, taking or-
ders at the register, or serving drinks at the 
bar. The burgers were absolutely delicious, 
cooked perfectly, great flavor, on a crisp 
toasted-bun. Some other burgers offered 
include The Full Monty ($7.95) which is a 
poutine burger served with fries, squeaky 
cheese, and gravy; The Charmer ($7.20), 
a blackened patty, bleu cheese, smoked 
bacon, minced onions, and Tiger sauce; or 
The Barque Burger ($8.20), Montreal-style 
smoked beef brisket, minced onion, dill 
pickle, and spicy mustard, amongst other 
choices.

From the Clark Burger website, it ap-
pears our Canadian friends are big fans 

of the poutine 
menu already. 
Some of the 
choices there 
include the 
Frere Jacques 
($7.20), with 
smoked bacon, 
fried egg, and 
roasted garlic 
chipotle aioli; 
the Aloutette 
($8.20), with 
Mont rea l -s ty le 
smoked beef 
brisket, minced 
onion, dill pickle, 
and spicy mus-
tard; or the Pork 
on York ($7.20), 
with thick-cut 
smoked bacon 
and caramelized 
onions. There 
are some other 
selections, too.

Clark Burg-
er is not large, 
and there are 

a limited number of tables and stools. As 
we began eating our meals, the ordering 
queue became longer, and the seats few-
er. With reasonable prices, quality meals, 
and a friendly atmosphere, I certainly see 
why this was the case. Clark Burger offers 
a menu that caters to all demographics, 
from a family looking for a meal before a 
movie, or an adult couple looking for a bite 
and a drink afterwards. I foresee when the 
weather is warmer, and the windows of the 
restaurant are opened, Clark Burger will be 
packed with patrons. I highly recommend 
Clark Burger to all, and wish the owners 
much success in their new venture. Maybe 
next time I will try the poutine… eh? t

Finger’s
Food

DINING OUT

Add poutine to your routine!

The educated choice.

These days, smart seniors 
are going back to class.
At Roland Park Place.

830 W. 40th St. Baltimore, MD 21211 
(410) 243-5700 rolandparkplace.org

Why not learn more right now?
Call (410) 243-5700 or visit RolandParkPlace.org

It’s a smart choice to move into a carefree, continuing care community, 
with all its benefits. It’s an even smarter decision to choose Roland Park Place 
as your new home.

Yes, Roland Park Place offers all the features you’re looking for in a premier 
senior lifestyle. The amenities are superb. The apartment homes and cottages 
are well appointed. Roland Park Place also offers something you won’t likely 
find in other communities. Life here is like going back to class. Many residents 
are former university professors, educators, business leaders, entrepreneurs 
and artists. So there are always stimulating activities, and the enriching 
company of like-minded individuals.
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Business
The More you 

Know About
Business

The More you 
Know About

Richard Finger

YOUR MONEY

In todayʼs global economy, itʼs quite com-
mon to work with a virtual work team. There 
are a number of scenarios where this can 
be the case; for instance, working remotely 
while your teammates are working in an of-
fice, or a situation where an overseas man-
ager works with a team based in another 
geography. The common factor is the pre-
dominant use of collaboration technology 
(i.e., e-mail, web-ex capability, SharePoint 
sites, etc.). According to a 2008 Society 
for Human Resources presenta-
tion on the subject, a common 
definition of a virtual work team 
is “an interdependent group of 
individuals who predominantly 
use technology to communicate, 
collaborate, share information 
and coordinate their efforts in 
order to accomplish a common 
work-related objective.”

Virtual teams enable orga-
nizations to adapt more quickly 
to the global economy. With 
the advent of virtual collabora-
tion tools, companies are better 
able to access talent and skills 
from across the globe, which in 
turn contributes to an increase 
of diverse perspectives. Less 
obvious benefits of virtual work 
teams to organizations include 
a decrease of travel and operating costs, 
requiring employees to relocate, and most 
importantly, an improvement of work-life 
balance and job satisfaction.

Working with a virtual team – or man-
aging one – is certainly not without its chal-
lenges. There must be a high degree of 
trust that existing between team members 
and management in order for a virtual team 
to be successful. Building and sustain-
ing trust must be a continuous effort. As 
a member of a virtual work team myself, I 
find it most difficult when information is not 
received, or information is received, but 
not when I most need it. I do not have the 
benefit of sharing a hallway conversation 
with colleagues or my manager, and hall-

ways are places key decisions are some-
times made. As for my manager, I have 
often heard her say that it is challenging to 
remember to distribute information evenly, 
and to be mindful of how her direct reports 
are relating to one another. Building rela-
tionships amongst virtual team members 
becomes more of a struggle when non-
verbal cues, or body language, is not in 
the equation. To overcome this challenge, 
it is important for all team members to be 
comfortable enough to share thoughts and 
feelings to keep the trust level high.

Working virtually is not cut out for ev-
eryone. The successful candidate will 
possess an ability to self-manage, work 
conscientiously to meet deadlines, and 
leverage technology effectively. Some em-
ployees thrive on the daily interaction with 
coworkers, and if this is indeed, you, then 
perhaps working remotely will lead to a 
feeling of isolation. 

For managers of virtual work teams, 
establishing clear goals and objectives will 
be of greatest importance. Managers will 
also need to be very creative to build re-

lationships with their 
direct reports, and 
to establish an en-
vironment where re-
lationships and trust 
are paramount. An-
other tip is to deter-
mine how the team 
can most effectively 
communicate, both 
formally and infor-
mally. How will tech-
nology be used to 
share information? 
If a primary com-
munication vehicle 
of e-mail is agreed 
upon, it will be im-
portant for all par-
ties to think about 
word choice, as of-

ten times words are misinterpreted, and 
that can lead down a path of mistrust and 
team destruction. A final recommendation 
for a manager of a virtual employee is to 
be vigilant with managing performance. If 
the employee (or team) is meeting or ex-
ceeding his/her performance objectives, 
then the work relationship can be deemed 
successful.

In summary, in 2015, working across 
geographies with colleagues, managers, 
or clients is our new normal. Organiza-
tions, managers, and employees have no 
choice but to adapt their respective behav-
iors in order to be successful in navigat-
ing through the global economy that exists 
today. t

Virtual Work 
Teams

$$$

film Pecker. He asked me questions about 
what it was like being raised by bikers and 
my life as a drag king. The character T-Bone 
in Pecker who does a strip-tease in a biker bar 
was based upon my drag king persona Devin 
Hell re. Unfortunately the lm’s producers 
wanted to cast a drag king from New York City 
for the part.

While watching the show at the Yellow 
Sign Theater I had an epiphany: I realized 
that I had been a drag burlesque performer for 

LIVELY ARTS
LOVE STINKS

– continued from page 21
years and didnʼt even know it! This made me 
want to do my act again, only as a transman. 
I stared on with great enthusiasm. My brain a 
sponge sucking it all in, mesmerized by the 
power and presence of each performer. 

Tapitha Kix, promoter of the troupe, tap-
danced her dejected crush for the emcee 
across the dance oor like a pro with amazing 
skill and dexterity.

Last but not least: a masturbating avocado 
slowly lost herself, piece by piece, on stage.

These girls de nitely have the ne art of 
burlesque down! Iʼm proud to say I had the 
pleasure of viewing what is probably the best 
burlesque cabaret in Baltimore. t
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www.charmcityrealestate.com
410-467-8950 (direct)

Loch Raven. End of
group TH with large 
fenced yard, recent
renovat

ion. 3bd, 2ba
,

and priced to move!
Offered for $134,900!

Otterbein. Modern TH
with flexible 2-3 bedrm
floorplan, roof terrace,
balcony, granite/SS kit.
Steps from the harbor!
Buy it for $324,500! 

BY WOODY DERRICKS
You may have heard that people spend 
more time planning their annual vaca-
tions than they do planning for retirement. 
Whether you start your retirement planning 
years or weeks before that glorious day, 
you will follow similar steps to determine 
the lifestyle you can expect in retirement.

What do you want to do in retire-
ment? The first step I recommend is de-
termining what retirement looks like to you. 
Previous generations used retirement to 
slow down life. The extent of their retire-
ment may have been watching television 
and taking an annual cruise. As they have 
with so many other things, Baby Boomers 
are rebelling against the standard and re-
defining retirement. Many retirees are now 
starting new careers, working part time, 
volunteering, playing golf, or traveling the 
globe. 

There is no wrong way to retire, so 
create your own vision. When you decide 
what retirement looks like for you, try to 
estimate an annual price tag. You may find 
that your expenses will be vastly different 
than your friendsʼ or coworkersʼ, and thatʼs 
okay. Itʼs your life, and youʼve worked hard 
to enjoy it.

How much income will you need?
Retirement articles often state that the “av-
erage” retiree needs 70 to 80% of her cur-
rent income in retirement. These figures 
are just that: average. Today you likely 
spend 40, 50, 60 hours or more between 
commuting and your typical work week. 
When you retire, you may fill that void with 
an activity that comes with a significant 
price tag. 

Those same articles may also state that 
you will pay less in taxes during retirement. 
Ask anyone you know who has retired, and 
they may tell you that taxes are still a high 
priority for them. When you retire your 
home may be paid off (or nearly so), you 
will no longer be adding to your retirement 
plan, and any children you may have are 
no longer at home (hopefully). To compli-
cate matters, the income you receive from 
your 401k and pension will be taxable. If 
your deductions have decreased and your 
expenses have remained the same, you 
may pay more in taxes during retirement 
than you do today.

Where will you get the income? Un-
less you have a pension, the bulk of your 
income will likely be generated by your re-
tirement plan (401k, TSP, 457, or 403b). 
Because you may need income for more 
than 20 years, you may decide to continue 
with a diversified portfolio of equity and 

fixed-income investments. Many people 
assume that this portfolio will provide them 
with at least a 7% return, so they immedi-
ately begin withdrawing 7% from their re-
tirement accounts.

While receiving an average return of 
7% on your investments might be feasible, 
this income strategy fails to plan for market 
downturns and inflation. If the stock mar-
ket has shown us anything over the past 
15 years, itʼs that you can see tremendous 
gains or significant losses in a very brief 
period of time.

Inflation can also play a factor. If you 
withdraw 7% per year and earn 7% per 
year, the only way you will be able to meet 
cost of living increases will be tapping into 
your principal. While most retirees find 
withdrawing their principal acceptable, this 
is not something that you want occurring 
early in retirement.

What about Social Security? This de-
pends on your age and faith in the govern-
mentʼs plans for the future. Iʼve found that 
many people in their late 50s or older plan 
on receiving Social Security and they in-
clude it in their retirement projections. 

People 55 and younger have less con-
fidence in Social Security. Some count 
on receiving half of their projected ben-
efit while others, especially those younger 
than 50, leave Social Security out of their 
projections. The latter believe that if they 
receive Social Security it will either aug-
ment their lifestyle or increase their retire-
ment security. 

Once again, the decision is a personal 
one. If you are 55 or younger and have a 
firm belief that Social Security will exist in 
your retirement years, I suggest that you 
cautiously estimate your benefits. 

When can you afford to retire? To 
calculate your retirement date, you need 
to estimate your life expectancy. Due to 
the advances in medical care, many now 
believe that projecting out to age 90 or 95 
is a wise decision. I tell my clients not to 
worry about the date as weʼll meet once 
or twice between now and then. It always 
gets a laugh, but the joke touches one of 
the essential elements of your retirement 
plan: review your plan on a regular basis.

Another must is discussing your re-
tirement plans with your partner/spouse. 
While it wonʼt be affordable for everyone, 
many want to retire in the same year as 
their partner/spouse. The affordability gap 
may be a result of a significant age differ-
ence, and age effects how we prepare for 
retirement. Younger investors are more 
likely to accept ups and downs in the mar-

YOUR MONEY

Planning to Retire? ket as they have a longer time horizon. Ad-
ditionally, they have more time to accumu-
late funds. 

For those who are approaching retire-
ment, the focus shifts from building to pro-
tecting their assets. You may need to find 
a solution that allows you both to enjoy re-
tirement while you are young, active, and 
healthy.

After you assess your goals, expenses, 
assets, and income, you should be able to 
determine when you can afford to retire. In 
some cases, this may mean that you can 

retire sooner than you anticipated. For 
those who need to push back retirement, 
other options exist. By decreasing your 
expenses, starting a new career, and/or 
working part time, retirement might be af-
fordable at a more desirable age.

Remember, retirement is unique to 
each individual/couple. Determine what 
you want for yourself and create a strategy 
around your goals. t

Woody Derricks is a certi ed nancial 
planner and an accredited domestic partner-
ship advisor. Reach him at 410-732-2633.
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the warm disco or the delightfully fun dive bear 
bar.) The judges for SECC 2015 were Mama 
Sandy Reinhardt (who has come from Cali-
fornia to judge all by one SECC Contest!), Mr. 
SECC Leather 2014 Dre Onyx, Ms. SECC 
Leather 2014 Roscoe, Mr. Code 2013 Sir 
Craig, Mr. Michigan Leather 2011 Daddy Dave 
German, Ms. Southeast Leatherfest 2009 Miss 
Rae, and editor for Leatherati Tyesha Best. 

There was a leather mart in the courtyard 
of the Parliament House all weekend and the 
contest was held in the theater at the resort 
in the evening of February, 14 followed by a 
formal leather dinner. 

There was also a raf e of baskets put to-
gether by the contestants and a live auction of 
leather goods with the money going to the new 
titleholdersʼ travel fund. (Congratulations to 
my ShipMates club brother Mike Reisig who 
made one of the largest donations of the eve-
ning and is now the owner of a new leather 
harness.) After dinner, leather community 
leader, educator, and writer Race Bannon 
spoke on the importance of keeping leather 
events fun. “People squeeze the fun out of 
events with their own agendas,” Race said. 
“Never forget that it is all about having fun.” 

After Raceʼs well-received address, ev-
eryone walked over to a small condominium 
building next to the Parliament House where 
Giff Morgan held a fun cocktail party with the 
theme of “Puppy Love” complete with lots 
of paper hearts, red plastic re hydrants, 
and puppies circulating the room with Jell-O 
shots, snacks, and beverages. 

When Sir Steve and I returned to the Par-
liament House the Red Ball was in full swing 
in the disco and the place was packed! 

Leather 
Dominates 

Valentine’s 
Day 

On a Valentineʼs Day Weekend that saw the 
leather- lled Fifty Shades of Gray lead at the 
movie box of ce, the leather community gath-
ered at several large events to select and sash 
some future leaders. While many East coast 
leather clubs hosted bar nights on Saturday, 
February 14, others gathered in Orlando, St. 
Petersburg, and Philadelphia for leather con-
tests. 

I headed to Orlando, Florida, where it was 
fty degrees in the shade. You may recall that 

last year I had planned to attend the SECC 
(Southeast Conference of Clubs) leather 
weekend at the Parliament House Resort but 
was unable to get there due to a snow storm. 
It was much more than just a leather contest 
to me because it was also a chance to spend 
Valentineʼs Day Weekend with Sir Steve, who 
doesnʼt do winter in Baltimore and escapes to 
Florida in December. One rarely has a chance 
to re-do something that goes wrong, but the 
folks at SECC allowed my payment for the 
2014 event to rollover to the 2015 weekend. 
Valentineʼs Weekend 2015 turned all to be the 
weekend I was dreaming about in 2014. 

The Mr. SECC Leather Contest started 
in 2007. In 2014 the contest moved from Au-
gusta, Georgia, to Orlando, Florida, and added 
the Ms. SECC Leather title. This year the title 

of SECC Bootblack was added. Taking home 
the title of Mr. SECC Leather 2015 was Jeffery 
Williams from Portsmouth, Virginia, a member 
of the Knight Hawks of Virginia. Many in the 
area may remember Jeffery from his appear-
ance on the Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather 2014 
stage in Washington. Being a contestant for 
MAL really helped Jeffery grow and the au-
dience in Orlando saw a much more relaxed 
and con dent Jeffery. (I was also very proud 
of Sir Steve who appeared with Jeffery in his 
onstage fantasy about what happens when 
one spends too much time on a cellphone in 
a leather bar.) Selected as Ms. SECC Leather 
was Suzanna “Ripper” Stracener from Augus-
ta, Georgia who is a member of the Savannah 
River Alliance of Leather & Levi (SRALL). Kat 
Vago, also a SRALL member, took the rst 
ever SECC Bootblack title. It is rare for a boot-
black title contestant to have to perform an on-
stage fantasy, but Katʼs fantasy was extra hot 
and brought down the house. Also stepping 
up to compete for the Mr. SECC Leather 2015 
title were Dan Flood from Jacksonville, Florida, 
and Griff Morgan of Orlando, Florida. In a very 
close race for the Ms. SECC Leather 2015 title 
was “Orange” of Charlotte, North Carolina. 

Things are very relaxed and laid-back in 
the south. Some of the cocktail parties didnʼt 
start on time, but hosts were quick to offer any 
beverages they had available. There were 
times when a lled punchbowl was setup out-
side a motel room and that was the cocktail 
party. The only club who really went all out was 
SRALL, who hosted a pirate themed cocktail 
party complete with great costumes and pirate 
chests lled with chocolate coins in gold foil. 
(There were also hidden plastic coins which 
could be exchanged for cocktails.) Snacks in-
cluded a shbowl full of gold sh crackers. The 
ladies of SRALL know how to have fun! SECC 
Weekend was a very friendly and low-key 
event. The Meet & Greet reception involved 
gathering on Friday night near an outside 
staircase at the end of the Parliament House 
for a quick introduction of judges and contes-
tants. (It was rather chilly outside Friday night 
so this allowed for everyone to go back inside 

Leather
Line

Rodney Burger

We returned to the theater on Sunday 
morning for the SECC victory brunch fol-
lowed by a day of relaxing in the 75 degree 
sunshine. 

While I was enjoying the sun in Orlando, 
many other leather folks had gathered at the 
Flamingo Resort in St. Petersburg, Florida, for 
the inaugural Drummer North America (DNA) 
Contest. Congratulations to Doc Hoskins, 
Jr. of New York who was selected Drummer 
2015, boy wouter from Elysburg, Pennsylva-
nia, took home the title of Drummerboy 2015, 
and Pup Scuff is Drummer Bootblack 2015. 
Marshall Roberts of Baltimore, Maryland, was 
rst runner-up to Drummer 2015. There were 

no other contestants. 
Also on Valentineʼs Day crowds gathered 

at the Bike Stop in a very cold Philadelphia for 
the Mr. & Ms. Philadelphia Leather 2015 Con-
test produced by the Philadelphians MC. Five 
men competed for the title of Mr. Philadelphia 
Leather 2015 with Jason Hall taking home the 
sash. Lascivious Jane, who I rst met when 
she was rst runner-up for Mid-Atlantic Leath-
er Woman 2014, is Ms. Philadelphia Leather 
2015. I am very excited to see the return of 
the Mr. & Ms. Philadelphia Leather Contest 
that has been absent since 2008. 

What a weekend! Valentineʼs Day 2015 
was all about leather and it wasnʼt just on the 
movie screen. t
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Friday, Saturday, and Sunday Martini Bar 7:00 p.m. till CLOSE!

Saturdays Live D.J. 9pm to midnight Always Enjoy Our Seven Days a  Week Buy One
Get One Happy Hour 4:00p.m.-10:00p.m.

Welcome our Bartenders Marc, Joe, and our newest stars Tyler & Nick  and welcome back Damian
Coming Winter 2015 The introduction of Chef Dave and Chef Matt with great food


